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Alessandro Timossi

ed erra I’'armonia

serenata concertante per nove archi
[3 violins, 3 violas, 2 cellos and double bass]



Ed erra 'armonia is a one-movement ensemble piece for nine strings whose range and contrast of musical ideas, and whose formal tension between structured and
instinctive musical progress are captured in the subtitle serenata, more in its original, folkloric sense of playful and passionate, rather theatrical nocturnal song performed outside a
lover's balcony, than as a reference to xviii Century multi-movement, light-hearted instrumental composition.

The title of the piece, literally translated as “and harmony wanders”, is taken from a verse of Giacomo Leopardi’'s poem /I Passero Solitario (Canti, xi), part of an extended
passage that describes the experience of springtime early-evening countryside harmoniousness, while the poet contemplates both the local village socialising, and a solitary bird
circling around the village's old tower. A further poetic reference is contained in the agogic indication of the very first musical idea that periodically comes back in the piece, Pensoso
e misurato (“thoughtful and measured”), this time to Petrarca’s sonnet Solo e pensoso (Canzoniere, xxxv), where the poet wanders through solitary fields, measuring slowly his
steps, the mind filled with melancholic memories.

While giving some interpretative context to the piece, neither of these literary and contextual references needs to be taken in a direct technical or narrative sense. The piece
rather explores musically two issues that are at its compositional core. The first is pitch centricity, whereby at all times the musical discourse, particularly in melodic and harmonic
terms (the “wondering harmony”), reinforces the presence of, and direction towards, a musical centre that is expression of both theoretical and cognitive considerations. The second
is a type of cyclic form, whereby tightly-knit musical panels, brief sections with specific musical material and expressive characteristic, acting in essence as building blocks of the form
of the piece, are introduced and later repeated with variations, both in content and in the order of presentation. This process creates the overall formal trajectory of the piece that
includes a series of musical returns, both systematic and not entirely predictable, that are designed to engage the listener’s memory, triggering a response both in structural and,
ultimately, in expressive terms.
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(con leggerezza)
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lunga

a tempo (narrando)

ad lib.
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