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APPENDIX SECTION 1

PROXIMITY TO ROMAN ROADS AND ANCIENT TRACKWAYS

Since the basis of this thesis is that settlements named from certain categories of place-
names are nearly always found close to Roman roads or well recognised ancient tracks, it 1s
important to quantify just what the phrases ‘nearly always’ and ‘close to’ mean. How often is
‘nearly always’ and how near is ‘close to’? To do this it is necessary to know what proportion
of the land surface of England, excluding Cornwall, is within (and hence beyond) particular
distances of the Roman road and ancient track system: distances such as one or two kilometres
or one mile. Once this is known, there are three ways which have been used to show whether a
category of place-name is ‘nearly always found close to a Roman road or ancient track’ or not,
and therefore whether it is important for identifying old routes.’

The calculations were based on the O.S. Map of Roman Britain, 4th edition, with the
addition of the short stretch of M160c (Dorchester to Silchester) linking Streatley to
Sulhamstead, and were done in kilometres as the map is based on the metric system. First the
area of each 100km grid square was found. Where the square was wholly land the area was 100
x 100 km? = 10,000 km®, e.g., squares SE and SU. If the grid square was part land - part sea, or
only partly in England, then the area was estimated by counting squares. This proved quite
accurate enough for the purpose when the total was compared to the known area of England.
Cornwall was omitted from the study since it has neither Roman roads nor many OE place-
names. Next, the lengths of all the Roman roads in each square were measured and totalled,
and the same done with ancient tracks. To find the area (in square kilometres) within 1
kilometre either side of a Roman road, the length of the Roman roads was multiplied by two.
This was, in fact, an overestimate because at road junctions there is an overlap of areas. Where
roads cross at right angles there is an area 2 by 2 km. that is counted twice, once for each road.
Therefore, the area of overlap for some other road junctions, namely, roads crossing at 45°,
T-junctions, three roads meeting at approximately 120° and five roads meeting at 72° was
calculated and an average taken. It was approximately 4.24 square km per junction. Therefore
the number of junctions per 100 km square was counted and multiplied by 4.24. This was the
overestimate of area within 1 km of a Roman road for each 100 km square and had to be
deducted from the first estimate, (the correction factor for the area 2 km either side of a Roman
road was 18, and for 2.5 km was 26.5). Beyond about 3 km the junctions begin to overlap and
introduce another source of error, which, without correction, make the calculations for greater
distances increasingly inaccurate, and although presented here they were not used. Having now
got the total area for each square and the corrected area within 1 km of a Roman road, the
percentage of land within and beyond 1 km could be calculated. The results for most whole or
nearly whole 100 km squares were quite similar. The grand totals for all England (except
Cornwall) could be calculated and then tumed into percentages. The calculations are set out in
fig.1.1. It emerged that about 10.55% of England is within 1 km of a Roman road, therefore
with a random distribution of any particular place-name group about 10.5% are likely to be
within 1 km of a Roman road.

Similar calculations were carried out to ascertain the area within 2, 3, 4 and 5 km of Roman
roads, and within 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 km of Roman roads and ancient tracks (figs 1.2 — 1.8). By
interpolation the areas within 1, 12, and 2 miles could also be worked out, although at a
distance of 2 miles the figures were becoming unreliable. The results are shown on fig.1.9

! The term ‘ancient track’ is used for the non-Roman roads shown on the O.S. Map of Roman Britain. Other
early roads are referred to as ‘old roads’ or ‘old routes’.



If the proportions of the surface area within and beyond distances of over 3 km/ 2 miles
needs to be ascertained a different approach to gathering the data can be used, namely, strips of
tracing paper with a central line representing a given distance each side of a route can be laid
on the O.S. map of Roman roads, and the area not covered by the strips can be worked out by
counting squares. This was done on the 100 x 100 km squares as before using a distance of 5
km either side of a Roman road or ancient track. The results are shown on fig.1.10. As before,
squares SS and SX, largely Devonshire, are anomalous because of the paucity of Roman roads
west of Exeter. The results showed that 50.34% of the land surface of England, excluding
Cornwall, is more than 5 km (3.1 miles) from a Roman road and 47.78% is more than 5 km
from a Roman road or ancient track, or, as a useful rule of thumb, half of the land surface is
within 5 km of a Roman road or ancient track, and half beyond. As the data for individual grid
squares shows this is only an average. Squares such as NY and NZ which are mountainous,
and TF which had a high proportion of un-drained marshland have a lower proportion of land
within 5 km than TL, ST and SU in southern England where Roman activity was greatest.
These results gave a rough check on the percentages derived from the previous method; there
being a difference of 2.7% at a distance of 5 km, and while neither method is wholly accurate
they are good enough for the purpose to which they were put.

Having ascertained these areas and percentages it is now possible to apply some
quantitative analysis to the groups of place-names. This can be done in three ways:
(approximate imperial equivalents are given).

1. The actual proportions of places named ‘x” within a given distance of a Roman
road/ancient track can be compared with those which would occur if they were randomly
scattered, and if the two proportions are similar then ‘x’ as an indicator of Roman roads and
ancient tracks in use is unlikely to be worth pursuing, e.g. dc-tiin has only two of its twenty-
five examples within 1 km (0.62 miles) of a Roman road or ancient track i.e. 8% instead of the
expected 12%. If it is very different, e.g. thirteen out of thirty-two examples (40.6% instead of
12%) within 1 km (0.62 miles), or 72% instead of 22% within 2km (1.25 miles)), in the case of
Compton (cumb-tiin) then it is worth investigating further.

2. A quick visual way of investigating a potential correlation is to draw a dispersion graph
plotting distance from route against the number of examples (see figs 1.15 — 1.17 for example).
The median, upper and lower quartiles can be identified, the former giving an idea of the usual
distance from a route, and the difference between the upper and lower quartiles a measure of
the scatter: the smaller this inter-quartile range is the more clustered are the places in their
distances from a route and the more likely there is to be a relationship. For some places, e.g.
those incorporating gréot, the median at 4.2 km (2% miles) is sufficiently far from routes, and
the inter-quartile range at 6.2 km (3% miles) is so large that it seems hardly worth pursuing as a
route-indicating name any further, whereas @wiell and @wielm with a median of 1.2 km (%
mile) and an inter-quartile range of 2.6 km (1% miles) are clearly worth further investigation
(but see below).

3. The chi-squared test can be used to measure how likely a given distribution is
compared to a random one. If the chance of a given distribution being similar to a random one
is high, then there is little or no likelihood of a correlation between the place-name group and
the route-way system. If the chance of a given distribution being very different from a random
one is low then there is likely to be a correlation, and so that place-name group will be helpful
in identifying routes. To do a chi-squared test the data needed are the area in which the place-
name group might be significant (e.g. within 1 km of a Roman road), and the area beyond,
together with the number of examples within the former area, and the number within the latter
area. These, and the numbers expected with a random distribution, must be substituted in the
general formula:



=2 (OEY
E

Where, in this case, O' is the observed (actual) number within 1km of a Roman road
O? is the observed (actual) number beyond 1 km of a Roman road
E! is the expected (random) number within 1 km of a Roman road
E’ is the expected (random) number beyond 1 km of a Roman road
The resulting number must then be looked up on a probability graph.

In this case there is one degree of freedom i.e. only two areas under consideration. With
three areas there would be two degrees of freedom etc. Any number over about eleven
indicates a chance of less than 1 in a 1000 that this is a random occurrence (i.e. a 99.9% chance
that there is a correlation). Any number above about 6.5 indicates a chance of over 99% that
there is a correlation. Some results of chi-squared tests appear below. (For data see fig. 1.18

and for calculations see below). ,
street-tiun: 37 usable examples. See fig. 2.1 A

Probability of 32 being within 2 km of a Roman road or ancient track <1 in 1,000  101.82
Probability of 33 being within 3 km of a Roman road or ancient track <1 in 1,000 65.58
Probability of 32 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track <1in 1,000 131.40
Probability of 32 being within 1% miles of a Roman road or ancient track <11in 1,000  79.20

cumb-tin: 39 usable examples. See fig.7.4

Probability of 19 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track <1in 1,000  23.93
Probability of 23 being within 1% miles of a Roman road or ancient track <1 in 1,000  22.04
cyninges-tiun: 66 usable examples. See fig. 1.14

Probability of 22 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track ¢. 1 in 1,000 10.51
Probability of 28 being within 1% miles of a Roman road or ancient track ¢. 1in 1,000  9.26

mor-tin and mér-cot: 73 usable examples. See figs 5.20

Probability of 22 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track between 7.28
11n 100 and 1 in 1,000
Probability of 30 being within 1%z miles of a Roman road or ancient track between 8.65

11n 100 and 1 1n 1,000

gréot: 29 usable examples. See fig. 1.12

Probability of 2 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track > 10 in 100 2.43
Probability of 10 being within 1% miles of a Roman road or ancient track > 10 in 100 1.08
halh-tiin: 27 usable examples. See fig. 1.13

Probability of 5 being within 12 miles of a Roman road or ancient track  very high 0.39

heg: 48 usable examples (but not all are settlement names). See fig. 5.17

Probability of 10 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track c¢. 10 in 100 0.13
Probability of 18 being within 1'% miles of a Roman road or ancient track 5 in 100 2.60
to 10 in 100



mersc-tun: 34 usable examples. See fig. 5.23

Probability of 8 being within 1 mile of a Roman road or ancient track very high 0.71
Probability of 12 being within 1% miles of a Roman road or ancient track  very high 1.53

ac-tun: 24 usable examples. See fig. 1.11

Probability of 8 being within 1%z mile of a Roman road or ancient track  very high 0.67

For several elements the numbers are too small to make a valid calculation at ¥z or 1 mile.
In fact, for halh-tiin, mersc-tin and Gc-tin the probabilities are many more than 10 in 100.

If the distribution is random the chance of so many str@t-tins being so close to Roman roads
is very remote, much less than 1 in 1,000. The chi-squared test has demonstrated that there
really is a very close correlation between stré@t-tians and Roman roads. Less dramatically, the
results for the cumb-tiins also show a very close correlation between their sites and Roman
roads and ancient tracks. At the other end of the scale the gréors, hegs, mersc-tins and halh-
tins are shown to have a very high likelihood of a random distribution with respect to Roman
roads and ancient tracks. The cyninges-tins and mor-tins are between these two extremes,
their results suggesting that further investigation could be helpful.

This exercise was a useful starting point, particularly in establishing that the widely held
view that sir@r-tiins were on or very close to Roman roads was mathematically demonstrable.
However, by the end of the study it was evident that many more roads seemed to be in use than
those shown on the O.S. Map of Roman Britain and the chi-squared test as used here made no
allowance for this, and so it was not a good measure of whether certain place-name corpora
correlated with roads-in-use or not. To remedy this it would be possible to calculate the areas
within and beyond the roads-in-use as identified in this study and re-calculate the chi-squared
tests. However, this would be difficult owing to the bendiness of the non-Roman routeways
and the more complicated overlaps at junctions, and so this time-consuming exercise was not
done. The dispersion graphs were used instead.

The first dispersion graphs that were drawn showed how many examples of a given corpus
of place-names lay at ’4 mile-apart distances from the routes shown on the O.S. Map of Roman
Britain. By the end of the study, when various other routes such as salt ways, minor Roman
roads and some Gough and Ogilby routes were identified as being in use, it seemed desirable to
go back, re-examine and re-draw these graphs. In most figures each place-name corpus has two
dispersion graphs, the first showing the distribution with respect to the O.S. Map of Roman
Britain routes and the second showing the distribution with respect to the roads shown on the
final roads-in-use map. Roman roads are shown by X and other routes by O or as shown in the
keys. In a few cases, coastal sites are shown by C and riverside sites by R. Two differences
became apparent: firstly, that the upper quartile is considerably lowered and the inter-quartile
range reduced. This is to be expected, because, as the road network becomes denser, there are
fewer areas at greater distances from a route than before. Some corpora with a fairly good
correlation with the O.S. Map routes have an even better correlation with the roads-in-use
routeways (cumb-tiin for instance, fig.7.6). Secondly, it becomes apparent that some corpora
tend to correlate better with non-Roman than Roman roads: this is very evident with the mersc-
tins (note all the “O’s on the dispersion graph: fig. 5.25). There is also a considerable lowering
of the inter-quartile range. The change in the distribution pattern between the first and second
versions of the graph is enough to warrant some further investigation of the mersc-tims. There
is a similar change on the mor-tian/mér-cot graphs. Both are discussed in chapter 5, as to what
their function might be and why so many are by routes. A comparison of the pairs in the ac-



tin, gréot, halh-tan and hég graphs shows much less change: the upper quartile is lowered but
there is no particular clustering of places within a mile or so of a road-in-use (figs 1.15 and
1.16).

The cyninges-tin graph, fig.1.17 based on the list provided by Jill Bourne (fig. 1.14) shows a
fair degree of correlation with the roads on the O.S. map: the correlation was greatly improved
when the distances from all roads likely to be in use were plotted. The median and inter-
quartile ranges were both much reduced when distances from non-Roman roads were included.
Although it seems clear that the cyninges-tins are related in some way to the routeways of
early medieval England, the subject is not pursued further here as this is part of Jill Bourne’s
ongoing research.

The outcome of the investigation into measuring the proximity of certain places to the road
system, particularly that shown on the O.S. Map of Roman Britain, is that the chi-squared test
is of limited use in the context of this study. Although the data needed to apply the test (the
areas within and beyond certain distances from roads) could be improved by including routes
identified as being in use in this study, there is a danger of it becoming a circular argument,
unless those roads could have been shown to have been in use on other than place-name
grounds. The same criticism could be levelled at the dispersion graphs, although the additional
(to the O.S. map) roads-in-use have generally been identified by more than one corpus of
place-name along them, and some were known from other evidence: Roman roads from
archaeology, salt ways from salt place-names, and some from charter boundaries. In this
respect the cyninges-tins, which were not used in my identification of roads-in-use, act as
confirmation that those routes were likely to have been extant and of some importance at the
time when the cyninges-tiin names were coined.

CALCULATIONS FOR CHI SQUARED TEST

STRAET-TUN 2 KM FROM ROMAN ROAD

¥ = X =(Q-E) + (O-E)’
E E

= (32— 7.42)* +(5-29.58)"

7.42 29.58
= (24.58)2 + (-24.58)*
7.42 29.58
= 6042 + 604.2
742 2958
= 81.40 + 20.42

=101.82 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000



STRAT — TUN 3 KM FROM ROMAN ROAD

X2 = 2 = (33-10.68)° + (4 - 26.32)2

10.68 26.32
=46.65 + 18.93
= 65.58 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000

STRAT — TUN 1 MILE FROM ROMAN ROAD

x2 = 2 =(32-6.11) + (5 — 30.89)
6.11 30.89

=109.70 + 21.07
=131.40 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000

STRAT - TUN 1Y MILES FROM ROMAN ROAD

Xz = 2 =(32-8.88)+(5-28.12)

8.88 28.12
= 60.19 + 19.01
= 79.20 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000

CUMB- TUN 1 MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

v =X = (19- 7.02)* + (20 - 31.98Y
7.02 31.98

=20.44 + 4.49
=24.93 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000

CUMB-TUN 1%: MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

A2 =2 =(23-10.14)° + ( 16 — 28.86)’
10.14 28.86

=16.31+5.73

=22.04 Probability of less than 1 in 1,000



CYNINGES — TON 1 MILE FROM ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK
X2 = 2 =(22—11.88)°+ (44 -54.12)°

11.88 54.12
=8.62 + 1.89
=10.51 Probability about 1 in 1,000

CYNINGES — TUN 1% MILES FROM ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK
Y = X —(28-17.16) + (38— 48.84)’

17.16 48.84
=6.85+241
=9.26 Probability between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000

MOR-TUN AND MOR-COT 1 MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT
TRACK

x2 =2 =(22-13.14) + (51 — 59.86)

13.14 59.86
=5.97+1.31
=17.28 Probability between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000

MOR-TUN AND MOR-COT 1% MILES FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT
TRACK

= T = (30— 18.98) + (43 — 54.02)’

18.98 54.02
=6.40 + 2.25
= 8.65 Probability between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000

GREOT 1 MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

x2 = 2 =(2-5.22)+(27-23.78)
5.22 23.78

=199+ 0.44
=2.43  Probability more than 10 in 100

GREQOT 1¥; MILES FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

=2 =(10-7.54)+ (19 - 21.46)’
7.54 21.46

=0.80+0.28



=1.08 Probability more than 10 in 100

HALH-TUN 1% MILES FROM ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

>
Y =X =(5-7027 + (22 19.98)
7.02 19.98

=0.29+0.10
=0.39 Very high probability that the distribution is random

HEG 1 MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

v = T = (10— 8647+ (3839367
8.64 39.36

=0.21+0.05
=0.26 Probability of about 10 in 100

HEG 1% MILES FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK
X2 = X =(18-12.48)" + (30 —35.52)

12.48 35.52
=244 +0.86
=3.30 Probability of 5 in 100 to 10 in 100

MERSC — TUN 1 MILE FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK
X2 =2 =(8- 6.12)° + (26 — 27.88)’

6.12 27.88
=0.58+0.13
=0.71 Very high probability that the distribution is random

MERSC — TUN 1% MILES FROM A ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK

= T —(12-884) + (222516
8.84 25.16
=1.13+0.40

=1.53 Very high probability that the distribution is random
AC - TUN 1% MILES FROM ROMAN ROAD OR ANCIENT TRACK
xz = 2 =(8-624)" + (16 - 17.76)"

6.24 17.76
= 0.50+0.17
=0.67 Very high probability that the distribution is random
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APPENDIX SECTION 3

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL PLACES RELATING TO CHAPTERS 3 TO 8

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 3: ROAD TERMS

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL WEGS

a)_wegs associated with salt ways.

1) Stanway GLO, refers to the stretch of saltway from Droitwich to Lechlade where it
climbs the scarp slope of the Cotswolds through Lidcombe Wood (gradient 1 in 7.6); it
survives as a firm cart track worn down to the limestone bedrock. It is called Route A in the
Place-Names of Worcestershire.'

11) Broadway WOR, is likewise on a salt route from Droitwich which climbs the Cotswold
scarp. The road, which passes the ancient St Edburgh’s church in Broadway going to
Snowshill (gradlent 1in 12) and reachmg Buckle Street, M 18a, at GR SP 108330, is said to
be the old main road to London,” whilst the present A44, built in 1771, takes a more direct
route up the scarp (gradient 1 in 7.5) to join Buckle Street and Condlcote Lane (M 18a) at the
brow of the hill. There may have been an earlier track along this general route.

1i1) Hollow Court WOR (Holewei DB), lies north of Inkberrow on the salt route from
Droitwich via Shell. A second salt way ran along the Roman road (M 56b), now the B4090
Droitwich to Alcester road, lying parallel and to the north. It is tempting to see the hollow
way as the route from Hollow Court north past the three Hollowfield farms to this Roman
road, but the Cassini edition (no. 168) of the 1828-32 O.S. map does not show a track here at
all. On the other hand, the earliest reference to nearby Shell is in Scylfiveg (956 (11™), $633)
indicating that the salt way from Phepson to Shell and Hollow Court was called a weg. The
Holewei would therefore be a deep-cut length of this road. It runs over Lias Clay and would
have had a reputation for being difficult in wet conditions. See map: fig.3.9

1v) Whaley Hall CHE, which gave its name to Whaley Bridge, a settlement on a crossing
of the river Goyt, is half a mile from the crossing of a Roman road with a salt way. The
Roman road (M 71b) comes from Buxton, descends to the Goyt down Elnor Lane (gradient 1
in 11.7), crosses the river, passes Whaley Hall and rises partway up Whaley Moor en route to
Disley and Manchester (gradient 1 in 12.6). The salt way G has come from Middlewich via
Macclesfield, descends to Horw1ch End (gradient 1 in 13), crosses the Goyt, and climbs up
Eccles Pike (gradient 1 in 13. 2).> See map: fig. 3.9

b) wegs associated with Roman roads

i) Stanway ESX, see vol. 1, p. 34 and map: fig. 3.9

ii) Stanway HRE, is a mile west of the Leintwardine — Kenchester Roman road (M 6c¢) on
a track feeding into it from Letton. A short steep stretch of it cut into the bedrock has
produced a vertical stony bank at SO 391710. The road surface before being tarmacked
would also have been on bedrock, hence the qualifying element stan, ‘stone’.

iii) Stanway SHR, lies just over a mile north-west of the Roman road (M 193) believed to
have run through Corvedale to Craven Arms, having come from Greensforge.* There are
several possible routes over Wenlock Edge leading from the Corvedale Roman road to
Rushbury, that run close by Stanway. The one from Hungerford is worn down to the bedrock

' PN WOR, p. 5.

2 YVCH WOR 4, p.37.

3 Crump, ‘Saltways’, pp. 84-142.

* Houghton, ‘Greensforge’, pp. 233-43.
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of the Wenlock Limestone, and since the angle of dip of the limestone is nearly the same as
the slope of the road, the surface is like a series of huge, very shallow steps, easy to negotiate
on foot but difficult for carts going downhill because of the steep 1 in 13.5 gradient. Stanway
Hall and Upper Stanway both lie in a long, narrow, secluded valley called Hopedale. The
othgr settlements in Hopedale incorporate the element hop ‘remote place’, aptly describing
their situation (e.g. Dinchope, Westhope. Middlehope, Millichope, Wilderhope, Easthope and
Presthope). It is a measure of the importance of the route at Stanway that this pattern of
naming was broken to call attention to the weg. On the Rushbury side the gradient is 1 in 9
down Roman Bank. The route passes though Rushbury and Hope Bowdler to join M 6b at
?hurch Stretton, making a useful short cut for foot traffic. See map: fig.3.10 and illustration
12 3.20

iv) Whiteway Barton DEV, is likely to take its name from a track south-east of the farm,
running over a small outcrop of Devonian Limestone that would have given a whitish hue to
the road surface. The track descends a steep hill, 1 in 9, into Kingsteignton where it could
feed into M 491, the Roman road from Exeter to Teignbridge.

v) Wayford SOM. The eponymous ford is probably over the infant river Axe at Clapton
Mill. The weg has come from the Great Ridgeway/Harroway at Broadwindsor or from near
Burstock and, after crossing the ford, makes its way up a hill (gradient 1 in 8.2) to Stoker’s
Cross, and then forms a parish boundary as far as the present A 30 on St Rayn Hill. Here it
leads either northwest for half a mile to join the Fosse Way near Chillington for travellers
wishing to go northeast, or straight on towards IIminster. Alternatively the A 30 could be
followed south-west along another parish boundary to join the Fosse Way three quarters of a
mile away on Windwhistle Hill (see map: fig. 3.9).

vi) Whaley Hall CHE, described in (a) iv) above could also be considered under this
heading.

vii) Way near Bridestowe DEV. A Roman road (M 492a) is believed to have run from
Exeter through North Tawton, Okehampton, by Launceston and on through Cornwall. It
would have passed through Bridestowe and Lifton. Way in Bridestowe 1s on a ridgeway
running parallel to the supposed Roman road about a mile to the north.

c) wegs associated with ridgeways

In southeast Devon, in the vicinity of Honiton, is an outcrop of Upper Greensand which
has produced some plateau-like features: flat topped, steep-sided and deeply indented with
small valleys. There are level routeways crossing the clay-with-flint-like deposits over the
former commons on the tops of these plateaux, but they are not easy to reach up the steep
sides. Indeed a series of weg names (nos. i-vii) around the edges gives warning of the
difficulty. See map: fig.3.10.

i) North of Honiton, Greenway Farm is on a road climbing the eastern slope to Luppitt
Common (gradient 1 in 7.3), thence one could cross the plateau westwards and descend
through:

ii) Orway Farm (gradient 1 in 7.5), or go northeast to the Blackdowns Ridgeway.

iii) The Blackdowns Ridgeway descends eastwards through Broadway (gradient 1 in 15.3)
which is on a route called Old Way that can be traced through Puckington, Westport,
Hambridge, Curry Rival, Langport and on to Somerton.

South of Honiton is a plateau called East Hill, with iv) Waxway (gradient 1 in 7) and

v) Chin(e)way (gradient lin 7.4) neither recorded as early as DB: both steep roads.

vi) Hatway Hill (gradient 1 in 9) descends from Broad Down to Sidbury. However, one of
the most dramatic of all wegs lies in a hollow northeast of Broad Down: viz.

vii) Farway. Surprisingly, as many as six or seven steep little roads descend the hills into
Farway. The O.S. map shows two sets of double arrows and one single arrow on one of these
roads (average gradient 1 in 6.75). Only from the east can Farway be reached without
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negotiating a steep hill. It is little wonder that the settlement earned such a reputation for its
frightening approach roads that it was called the ‘fearsome way’.” (See map: fig. 3.10)

viil) A ridge-way runs the length of the Quantocks from north of Taunton to the Bristol
Channel. This can be reached from the east through Nether Stowey (gradient 1 in 11.1) along
a stony track, as the name suggests, to a saddle on the ridgeway between Hurley Beacon and
Thorncombe Hill. This saddle is commented on in the next name:

1x) Halsway (gradient 1 in 9.8), the ‘way of the pass’, to which the weg then descends. It is
likely there was a link west to the Brendon Hills ridgeway, although the exact route is
uncertain.

x) Hanwell OXF, (gradient 1 in 16) lies on a two-mile long road linking two ridgeways:
one from Banbury through Warmington to the Fosse Way or over Edge Hill, the other from
Banbury through Farnborough to Southam. As a link between these two ridge-ways it is not
very useful. It is only two and a half miles from the junction of both roads in Banbury and
any traveller is unlikely to want to transfer from one to the other so short a distance into the
journey. The Hanwell weg is therefore more likely to be part of a longer route, perhaps going
to Daventry northeastwards or to meet a salt way from Droitwich somewhere near Shutford.

xi) Radway WAR, (gradient 1 in 9.5) lies at the foot of the Cotswold scarp under Edge
Hill. As the sotl is derived from iron-rich limestone it is reddish coloured, and the likely
reason for réad in the name. The Place-Names of Warwickshire® suggests that the weg runs
along the scarp foot from Brailes to Knightcote and on, but it is very much more likely that
Radway refers to the steep ascent up Edge Hill from Kineton. The traveller could then follow
Camp Lane for two miles to join the Banbury — Warmington — Fosse Way ridgeway or turn
south-south-west along Ditchedge Lane, a route following high ground, to Great Rollright
and onwards.

d) wegs associated with other routes

i) Barkway HRT, see vol. 1, p. 34. The road through Barkway appears on the Gough map
(c.1360), and was evidently an important alternative route to Cambridge to the one using the
Roman roads (M 2b and M 23a) from Braughing — Royston — Wimpole Lodge. A little over
three miles south of Barkway lies Hare Street so called in 1472 (but previously probably to
be equated with Langeport (DB)) emphasising its importance as an early route. It was not so
much a short cut as an alternative route.

ii) Highway WLT, is at the western foot of the Marlborough Downs on the spring line.
The western side of these chalk downs rise in a double escarpment; the first behind Highway
fronts a bench of Lower Chalk, and the second rises to Hackpen Hill which consists of Chalk
Rock resting on Middle Chalk. Routes run along both these benches: the Great Ridgeway
over Hackpen Hill en route for Avebury, and the other over the Lower Chalk from Uffcot to
Yatesbury. The track up Highway hill (gradient 1 in 11.1) gives access to this route.
Roundway is a modern parish created in 1894.

iii) Roadway in Mortehoe DEV. It is not clear what route Roadway refers to, unless it is
the steep descent to the coast at Woolacombe.

iv) Rudway Barton, DEV. This weg crosses the Exe linking Thorverton to the route Ogilby
(plate 65) shows going from Exeter via Silverton to Minehead. The roads imtersect at Stumpy
Cross; the slope up from the Exe 1s modest.

v) Spurway in Oakford DEV, is on the brink of the deep little valley of the Iron Mill
Stream, but does not link readily into any more important route.

5 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 96
S PN WAR, p.272.
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DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL PATHS

1) Dupath CNW. Ogilby’s Road Book of 1675 includes a route from Exeter to Truro by
way of Tavistock, Gunnislake, Callington and Liskeard. Just outside Cannington 1t shows a
side road at an appropriate point leading to ‘Dew Park’ which appears to be a mis-spelling
for Dupath. There is a ridge road from Saltash (a salt-making place) on the Tamar Estuary
passing by Dupath, crossing the Exeter — Truro road, and going to the supposed Roman road
(now A30) running down the spine of Cornwall near Launceston. Hingston Down, a mile or
50 to the north of Dupath, was the site of a battle between the English and a combined force
of Britons and Danes in 838. The peth, therefore, appears to have been a feeder road to
several old routeways.

it) Gappah DEV. Gappah is at the meeting point of five roads one of which leads to the
Roman road from Exeter to Newton Abbot, M491, three-quarters of a mile to the east; a
second passes by an Iron Age hill-fort, Castle Dyke, one and a quarter miles to the north-east.

i) Parford DEV. A herepeeth (the present A30 Exeter to Okehampton) runs east-west
one and a half miles north of Parford. A minor road from the /erepeth at Whiddon Down
crosses the young river North Teign at what may be the peeth-ford (with Rushford and
Chagford nearby it is not obvious which ford goes with which settlement name!). The route
goes on to Moretonhampstead through which runs the Exeter—Tavistock road via Postbridge.

iv) Smythapark DEV. Smythapark is at the end of a minor road following a contour; the
“smooth’ qualifier is commenting on the levelness of the route (cf. the Sticklepaths on steep
tracks). The settlement is half a mile east of an old ridgeway which comes from Blackmoor
Gate and goes to Barnstaple via Loxhore .’

v) Sticklepath DEV (near Barnstaple). Sticklepath is on the steep track leading south
from the Taw Estuary opposite Barnstaple. Then following high ground, the track leads to
Great Torrington where it crosses the Torridge, and three miles later bears off to the west.
Sticklepath is on this old route from Exmoor via Barnstaple to the country around Hartland.®
Ogilby shows a road from Barnstaple to Great Torrington along this route.

vi) Sticklepath DEV (near Sampford Courtenay) is on a herepceth (part of the A30 Exeter
— Okehampton road) where it rises steeply having crossed the river Taw. It is on the northern
fringe of Dartmoor at about 650 ft.

vil) Brancepeth DUR, is on a Roman road, M 83, from Dere Street near Willington to
Durham, at a point where it dips into a steep little valley carrying the Stockley Beck: a
typical use of the dialect form peth.

viii) Peth House and Lane DUR. These are examples of peth, the northern dialect variant
of the term peerh. The track is a short, steep one descending to the crossing the river Browney
at Lanchester and climbing the western slope to the nearby Roman fort of Longovicium at
which point it crosses M 8d, the road from Binchester near Bishop Auckland, to Ebchester.

1x) Ragpath DUR. Ragpath Side and Lane are at NZ 147447. Ragpath Wood is at NZ
205423. 1t is described as an example of peth in Watts’ but no spellings or dates are given.
The wood grows on the side of a steep little valley where it is crossed by M 8d from
Lanchester to Binchester. Ragpath Side (a farm) is at the foot of the hillside that is crossed by
M 8d a mile to the east.

x) Urpeth DUR High Urpeth stands on the brow of the steep little valley of the river
Team. The first element, OE #r ‘auroch’, a species of fierce, wild, European, forest-dwelling
ox, suggests that the area was remote and well-wooded, indeed /éah names are quite common

7 Eardley-Wilmot, ‘Exmoor’, p.50.
® Grundy, ‘Highways Devon’, pp. 131-64.
® Watts, ‘Durhant’, p. 17.

182



thereabouts.'® Even so the Roman road, M 80b, from Chester le Street to Newcastle was only
two and a half miles due east.

x1) Bagpath GLO, was once a separate estate from Newington although the settlement with
the church is now known as Newington Bagpath. Bagpath lies on the side of a steep little
valley with a track leading up to a lesser Roman road, M 543, a mile away, that runs from
Easton Grey north-west to Arlingham, thus linking the Fosse Way to the Severn Estuary.
Being frequented by badgers implies it cannot have been a particularly busy track.

xii) Tolpits HRT, is beside the river Colne so it is possible that the toll was connected with
a ferry or bridge hereabouts. As it is first evidenced some 300 years after the Conquest it 1s
probably of little use to this study.

xii1) Doepath NTB, is a lost field name in Corbridge, the Roman town of Corstopitum, and
therefore likely to be near Dere Street, M 8d.

xiv) Gamelspath NTB, is the name given to Dere Street, M8f, as it passes through the
Cheviots across the Border into Scotland. In later centuries it was a busy drove road.

xv) Hudspeth NTB, lies at the junction of moorland and high, level upland (c. 650 ft) criss-
crossed by ridge and furrow over which the track from Elsdon to Hudspeth winds, and then
peters out.

xvi) Morpeth NTB, is on the Great North Road where it crosses the deep, steep, little
valley of the Wansbeck: an instance of the North Country dialect usage.

xv1) Soppit NTB, is a track leading to the crossing of a small stream with steep banks. It
does not look particularly wet in spite of its name: OE soc, ‘wet ground, drain’.

xvii) Yarnspeth NTB. The Newminster Cartulary refers to ‘the great road that leads to
Yarnspeth’, the former is, in fact, Clennell Street and was used by the monks taking their
flocks up to the hill pastures of the Cheviots.'' In more recent centuries it was an important
drove road. The eagles referred to in the name would have been seen circling around
Yarnspeth Law and adjacent peaks by those using the path. Yarnspeth is probably the shorter,
but higher, boggier route east around Yarnspeth Law (going through NT 890134), while the
main track to the west of the Law, sloping steeply down to the Usway Burn, is likely to be
the Usway (going through NT 879130) The routes are reunited at Uswayford. "2

xviil) Horspath OXF, has shifted from a spring-side site at SP 587047 to the present site at
(Church) Horspath village at SP 571049. The original site was close to an old route from
Oxford to Henley on Thames (elsewhere called Knightsbridge Lane) running over Shotover,
the ‘steep ofer’. The steep stretch is at SP 558063 where The Ridings turns off. It was also
part of the main road from Oxford to London. At that time spare horses were kept at Titup
Hall a quarter of a mile from The Ridings, to help draw heavy loads up the steep hill. It is not
possible to tell whether the horses of this place-name were wild or whether they were kept as
in later centuries to help with the loads, nor is it possible to say whether peeth refers to the old
route over Shotover Plain or to the track from the village to the Plain.

xix) Pave Lane SHR, is referred to in the bounds of Church Aston,; it is about two and
three-quarter miles from a Roman road.

xx) Pathe SOM, is mentioned as a boundary mark in a charter of 725 AD (S 251).

It is a track joining Othery to Pathe along the junction of marshland (North Moor) with the
dry ground of Sowy.

xxi) Panborough SOM. A vineyard at Panborough is mentioned in a charter of 957 AD, (S
626). The first element might be from patha, ‘wayfarer’ or from pathu a feminine form of
peeth.” It is on a broken ridge of high ground linking Wells to Wedmore. The ridge is broken

1% Might these have been feral Roman cattle such as those giving rise to the White Park cattle?
N ‘Northumberland’ , pp. 103-4.
ewton, /vor , PP
12 The Newminster Cartulary I, ed. J.T. Fowler (Surtees Society 66, 1878), pp. 74-6, 78.
13 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 90.
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by the river Axe at Bleadney, (a Ayth), and again the other side of the prominent little hill,
Panborough’s beorg. Nearby is Theale, meaning ‘planks’, prompting the suggestion that the
peeth(s) were wooden walkways across the marsh to link the disjointed sections of the Wells-
Wedmore route; an important one as Wedmore was a royal vill.

xxii) Sticklepath SOM. Sticklepath is on a slope at the head of a combe. A minor road,
coincident with a parish boundary for two miles, runs east-north-east from the village. The
same road west-south-west of the village reaches the hilltop where it joins a route from the
Blackdowns Ridgeway to Chard. This is part of a much longer, possibly Bronze age,
routeway from Porlock to somewhere near Weymouth suggested by Hazel Eardley-Wilmot."

xxii1) Alspath Hall WAR, near Meriden, is half a mile north of the old (1950’s) route of
the A45 from Coventry to Birmingham that is part of Ogilby’s (1675) London to Chester
road. The latter diverges from Watling Street at Weedon Bec to go through Daventry, across
Dunsmore Heath, through Coventry, Meriden and Coleshill to rejoin Watling Street near
Lichfield. Meriden was called Alspath in DB; the name Meriden is in use by 1230-32. The
same personal name, Z£lle, occurs in Allesley about three miles to the east along the same
road, and it is likely that this was the peeth.

xx1v). Monkspath WAR. The Place-Names of Warwickshire suggests this is a reference to
the route used by monks between Bordesley Abbey WOR (SP 040709) and its daughter
house Merevale WAR (SP 290977). Such a route would run north-east to south-west.
However, present-day Monkspath Street (A34) runs north-west to south-east and then north-
south so the two are unlikely to be one and the same, or at least not for any great distance.
The two manors of Monkspath were centred on Monkspath Bridge (SP 144758) and
Umberslade (SP 137708), roughly where the Bordesley-Merevale route would have crossed
Monkspath Street. It is possible, therefore, that the area took its name from a north-east to
south-west track, now lost, used by the monks, and that Monkspath Street means ‘stretch of
road in the vicinity of a path used by the monks’, and is not to be equated with the route of
the monks’ path.

xxv) Pathlow WAR. The name Pathlow is first recorded, in DB, as a hundred meeting
place at a tumulus. The perh was evidently the track that led up to the ~Alaw. The Place-
Names of Warwickshire suggests that it was part of an old Alcester to Warwick road, a rather
tortuous route today.

xxvi1) Patton Hall WML, is built on a slope between the river Mint and the Roman road
from Kendal (4/auna) to Low Borrowbridge, one eighth of a mile from each, in hilly country
on the south-eastern fringe of the Lake District. It probably refers to the Roman road, M 707.

xxvil) Roppa YON. The North York Moors is a plateau dissected by steep north-south
valleys. The interfluves are known as the Tabular Hills, and along these run a number of old
tracks (see also under stig, below, p. 185). Roppa Wood lies where one of these descends
steeply into a little valley. It is mentioned in the boundary clause of the foundation charter of
Rievaulx Abbey in ¢.1131 as Raudepade, the ‘red path’; it seems to be used in the North
Country dialect sense of a steep path crossing a gully, for the continuation of the track either
side is called magna via, ‘Great Road’. Later this joins a track called Thurchilesti (a stig)
that heads north across Ingleby Moor towards the abbey at Giusborough. These two features
must have been in the landscape prior to 1131 or they would not have been used as boundary
features then."

xxviii) Painley YOW. The name derives either from patha ‘wayfarer’ or a feminine form
of peeth.'® The estate lay in an angle between the Stock Beck and the Ribble. The pre-
turnpike Marsden — Gisburn — Long Preston road ran from Stock Beck Bridge to a ford at

14 Hazel Eardley-Wilmot, The Overland Way (Tiverton, 1995), p. 5.
15 Chartulary of Rievaulx, ed. J.C. Atkinson (Surtees Society, 83, 1887), pp.18-20.
16 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 90.
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Paythorne, passing through Little Painley; this may have been the track where the wayfarers
were seen or the peeth itself. The nearest Roman road is two miles to the south (M 72a).

xx1x) Pateley Bridge YOW. Pateley means ‘woodland clearing of the paths’. The bridge is
first _mentioned in 1320; it is over the river Nidd where paths from the east converge to cross
the river and diverge again on the western side. One track comes from Fountains Abbey and
goes on to Grassington, Malham and the Lake District; a second goes north-east to what was
a busy centre, Kirby Malzeard, a third leads to Otley via Padside and Blubberhouses, and this

was a salt route. All these approaches to the crossing are steep, although no great problem to
packhorses.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL S7IGS/STIGRS

1) Harebachesty CHE, is probably a cross on a boundary. The stig/stigr refers to the
Roman road, M7a, Chester — Sandiway — Northwich — Manchester.

ii) Gresty CHE, refers to a badger or wolf run, it is more or less level and apparently has
no connection with known old routes. "’

i) Ormesty CHE, is lost but was a tenement in Disley.

iv) Paytefynsty CHE. This stig was part of the route from Tarporley to Cuddington from
SJ 5765 to SJ 6072. It crossed a Roman road (M 7a) near Oakmere Hall and was more or less
level.

v) Street Lane CHE, may be the lost Rodesti and stretch from SJ 805587 to SJ 810578. If
so, 1t would be part of the A50 Chesterton — Warrin%ton road and would join the Roman road
M 70a at Rode Heath, thus making it a feeder road.'

vi) Bransty CMB, is the name of the old road from Whitehaven to Cockermouth where it
rises steeply from the harbour. It is about one and a half miles south of a Roman fort at
Moresby, and might conceivably have linked up with a Roman road there.

vii) Wolsty CMB, lies on level ground half a mile from the Roman coast road (M 750)
from Silloth to Maryport which followed the general line of the present road. Wolsty refers
either to a short feeder road or to a stretch of the Roman road.

viii) Starling Dodd CMB. If Starling Dodd is to be equated with the Styalein of 1230, the
stig 1s possibly the upland track linking Starling Dodd to Red Pike and High Stile, and
descending to the track through Scarth Gap. As such it might have been important locally but
not part of the national network.

ix) Chasty DEV, climbs from a streamside up a spur to a ridgeway two miles away.

x) Bringsty HRE. An E-W main road (the present A44) runs along a ridge with steep
slopes either side. The name means ‘brink track’, but whether it is a track along the brink or
up to it is not clear. It is not associated with a Roman road, nor to the salt way which passes
to the south through Suckley, but with the Ogilby route from London to Aberystwyth.

xi) Swaintley Hill LNC. There is a track running along the side of a hill at about 900ft,
towards a salt route a mile to the east. The name could mean “pigsty’, but at a height of 900ft
overlooking a small, deep, moorland valley a reference to pig-keeping seems less likely than
a reference to a track.

x) Thorfinsty LNC, is in an area of many little country lanes which do not seem to have
any links with important routes.

xi) Corpusty NFK, is at a point where many routes converge to cross the river Bure, the
most important of which links the little port of Cley-next-the- Sea to Norwich. None of the
routes is steep nor is a Roman road.

17 For a new interpretation of graeg see Carole Hough ‘OE *greg in place-names’, Neuphilologische

Mittelungen 4, 96, (1995), pp. 361-5.
'8 PN CHE 2.309
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xii) Styford NTB. The track descends to a ford over the river Tyne about three miles below
the crossing at Corbridge. It then joins a Roman road, Dere Street (M 8d).

xili) Bursteye Farm SSX, there is no present day track leading to the Roman road (M 150)
one and a quarter miles away. It is about one mile from Awell Barn, and one and a half from
River’s Wood, (see under @wiell, vol. 1, p, 58 and yfre, below, p. 239).

xiv) Casteye SSX, is the name of a wood two miles west of the Roman road, M 150, and
of a house in Balcombe.

xv) Pilstye Farm SSX, is one and a half miles west of a Roman road (M 150).

xiv) Pipstye Fields SSX, are half a mile west of a Roman road (M 150), and close to Awell
Barn and River’s Wood.

These four Sussex examples are clustered together by the same Roman road, but with no
obvious links to it surviving today.

xvii) Puckstye Farm SSX, is 150 yards from a Roman road (M 14).

xviii) Hawkes End WAR, is about two miles from Alspath Hall (see under peeth), and one
and a quarter miles from Ogilby’s route Daventry — Coventry — Coleshill, so could be a
feeder track.

xix) Flusty WML, is a lost place in Beetham, perhaps to be equated with Fluster’s Gap in
Heversham (not shown on 1:25,000 maps).

xx) Hubbersty Head WML, is in the hilly area east of Lake Windermere. There are no
apparent connections with important routes.

xx1) Hunter’s Sty YNR, is not shown on the 1; 25,000 map. It may be a track over the
North York Moors like Ernaldsti and Thurkilsti.

xxii) Braisty Woods YWR, is a steep track joining the old route from Pateley Bridge to
Ripley (see under peeth).

xxii1) Hardisty Hill YWR, refers to a steep little track leading down to the Roman road (M
720b) where it crosses the river Washburn, and is therefore a feeder track.

xxiv) Spruisty Hall YWR, is three quarters of a mile north of a Roman road (M 720b) on a
spur between the river Nidd and the Oak Beck; possibly a feeder track.

xxv) Strangstry Wood YWR, refers to a steep track from the river Calder to a Roman road
(M 720aa) nearby.

xxvi) Styes Lane YWR, is a steep track down to the river Calder. There is a possible link
with a Roman road (M 720a) about a mile away.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 4: CROSSING PLACE TERMS

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL GELADS

1) Linslade BDF. Old Linslade church overlooks a steep-sided, flat-floored stretch of the
Ouzel valley which is prone to flooding: any crossing here would have been difficult in wet
periods. The most likely route would have been from the Roman road passing through Wing
(with its very early Saxon church, possibly originating as early as the seventh century),"”
across the Ouzel at Old Linslade, through Heath and Reach to Watling Street (M 1e). The
name Reach, OE *rd@c, probably refers to the agger of Watling Street.

i1) and iii) Abloads Court and Wainlode Hill GLO. Abloads Court lies on the east bank
of the Severn where it was once still tidal. A number of streams, notably Cox’s Brook,
Hatherley Brook and Horsbere Brook, converge here as they debouch into the Severn. In
times of prolonged heavy rain these streams cannot contain the run-off from the Cotswold
scarp near Cheltenham, and so flood the lowland to the south and east of Abloads Court

19 Michael Reed, The Buckinghamshire Landscape (London, 1979), p. 68.
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mal_ﬂng the minor road from Sandhurst impassable. The floods would have been even worse
dunng spring tides, when the waters could not have drained into the swollen Severn.

. ngnlode Hill is about three miles north-north-east of Abloads Court in a very similar
situation. Several streams, among them the river Chelt and the Leigh Brook, draining off the
Cotswold scarp near Cheltenham, converge here before debouching into the Severn.
Prolonged heavy rain causes extensive flooding, and the road from Apperley to Norton
becomes submerged. The spellings of Wainlode do not point conclusively to a derivation
from gelad, but its similarity to Abloads Court, a certain example, make it very likely.

Neither Abloads nor Wainlode are on a Roman road — the Tewkesbury to Gloucester road
(M 180) runs on higher ground to the east and was a route used by the salt merchants from
Droitwich. Any merchant calling at nearby Deerhurst might well have opted for an
alternative route south by Apperley, Wainlode and Sandhurst to Gloucester, but would be
warned by the names Abloads and Wainlode not to attempt it in wet weather.

1v) Framilode GLO. Framilode lies where the river Frome enters the tidal Severn -
hence the name: “difficult crossing by the Frome’. Before recent flood defences were built
and when the exceptionally high spring tides of the Severn estuary coincided with a period of
low pressure and strong southwesterly winds, flood waters inundated Lower Framilode and
the Severn-side road there; this also occurred with the equinoctial appearances of the Severn
bore. The Frome did not ordinarily pose problems for travellers.

There was a Roman crossing of the Severn from Arlingham to Newnham (linking M 543
to M 60a). Salt traders from Droitwich may have used the route through Framilode to
Arlingham in preference to going to the junction of M 543 and M 54 near Claypits before
turning west to Arlingham. They would have been heading for Awre which had salt rights in
Droitwich, and lay three and a half miles beyond Newnham.

v) Evenlode GLO. A raised road links Evenlode to Broadwell, crossing the river
Evenlode at a place which is liable to flood in very wet weather. It is unlikely to have taken
more than local traffic as there is a drier route to the north passing through Moreton in
Marsh, or an easier crossing of the Evenlode at Daylesford two miles to the south to access
the road to Northampton.

vi) Lechlade GLO, lies near the confluence of the Thames and the Leach. Two saltways
from Droitwich end at Lechlade — saltways A and A'.*° Once at Lechlade, salt or other
commodities could be taken downstream by boat. However, should one wish to continue
south overland the Thames would have to be crossed. The extensive flooding which occurs at
Lechlade could have made this difficult in wet periods until St. John’s Bridge was built in
1228, the four main arches and twenty flood-arches being an indication of the quantity of
flood water it had to allow through. The spellings for Lechlade do not conclusively indicate a
gelad, but the topography is much in favour of this interpretation.

vii) Shiplate SOM, lies at the southern foot of the Mendips. It is not a certain example of
a gelad. the second element could possibly be /ad. If it is a gelad the difficult crossing it
refers to might be on the old route from Uphill to Cheddar where it crosses the Lox Yeo
River, or the wet ground at the foot of Bleadon Hill or perhaps a crossing of the river Axe to
reach Brent Knoll. All three routes could pose problems in this flood-prone country.

vii1) Portslade SSX, is also discussed under portus (see vol. 1, pp. 146-7 and below, p.
204-5). Early spellings suggest that Portslade could be either an example of a sled, lad or
gelad combined with port “harbour’ *! (Watts® prefers a personal name port and interprets
gelad as a road in this instance). The second element is unlikely to be s/eed as the valleys of

20 pN WOR. pp. 5-6.
2 DEPN, s.n. Portslade; Gelling, ‘Place-Names’, pp. 74-5.

22 CDEPN, s.n. Portslade.
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the South Downs are not wet floored. The difficult crossing is likely to be where the Roman
road? M 153, crossed the estuary of the Adur near Shoreham.

1x) Aqualate STF. The spellings are not conclusive but the general consensus is that
Aqualate derives from dc + gelad. > Watts suggests that the difficult crossing 1s at Forton
over the river Meece. However, a Roman road, M 19, crosses wet ground where a stream
ﬂow§ into the eastern end of Aqualate Mere, and this seems a more likely site for the gelad
as 1t 1s on a long-established route.

X) Cricklade WLT

Cricklade lies on the Thames upstream of Lechlade; it can be reached by small boats
provided that the river is kept navigable. It is also beside the Roman road from Cirencester to
Silchester (M 41b) and so could be a useful trans-shipment point. Problems arise when the
Thames floods because the Roman road gets submerged (for a distance of one and a quarter
miles during the 1947 floods).

xi) Clevelode WOR. The spellings suggest either /ad or possibly gelad.** At the foot of
the chiff which gives this place the first element of its name, runs the channel of a tributary of
the Severn; this could be the /ad. There is no situation here paralleling that at Abloads and
Wainlode where a route crosses the flooding tributaries of the Severn. Clevelode is unlikely
to be an example of a gelad.

xii) Charter boundary examples
There are three examples in charter boundaries. The third one is on an important old route
and so merits a comment here.

dyrnan gelade BRK, by the Thames at Appleford, S 355

eanflaede gelade BRK, by the Thames near Wytham, S 663

hafocgelad OXF, in Haseley, S 902

hafocgelad 1is a crossing of the Haseley Brook by the old routeway running from Oxford
to Henley-on-Thames and known, at least in part, as Knightsbridge Lane. The ground
adjacent to the crossing is Gault Clay, slow to drain especially along rutted tracks. The
difficulty here is mud rather than flood. It is possible that measures were taken to improve
the crossing because the nearby tiny outcrop of Portland Stone to the east of the Haseley
Brook was quarried: a stan gedelf (until recently surviving as Upper Standhill) is recorded in
1002 (13™), S 663, and this stone may have been used to improve the track at the crossing.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL GEWADS

i) Biggleswade BDF. There is a cluster of crossing place terms near Biggleswade.
Stratford must refer to the crossing of an east bank tributary of the Ivel by the Roman road,
M 22, Baldock to Godmanchester. Shefford refers to the crossing of a minor Roman road, M
176, over an unnamed west bank tributary of the Ivel. Stanford is likely to refer to another
crossing of the same stream. Langford is probably the east — west crossing of M 176 over the
Ivel just after its confluence with the Hiz. This means that the most likely crossing referred to
by Biggleswade is the west — east one by the minor Roman road, M 222, over the Ivel to join
the more important M 22. The flood plain here is wide, low-lying and wet underfoot with the
present day by-pass raised well above it.

ii) Landwade CAM. The meaning of the first element is uncertain. Watts® favours land-
ford” over ‘long-ford’. He says ‘The sense of landwed is also unknown’ but that ‘the sense
may be “ford crossing from one county or district to another”. The county boundary [SFK]
here makes a very odd projection into Cambridgeshire’. However, this boundary follows no

23 DEPN, s.n. Aqualate Mere, Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 81; CDEPN, s.n. Aqualate Mere.
24 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 82.
23 CDEPN, s.n. Landwade.
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Streqm and crosses only a very small one, so this is not a very good solution. In fact there 1s
no sizeable stream to ford nor wet ground to cross nearby; the crossing of the httle nver Snail
a mile and a half to the north seems to be commemorated in the name Fordham. Perhaps the
name should be taken more literally to mean ‘land’ as opposed to ‘water’, as in the case of
nearby Landbeach and Waterbeach, and to refer to a strip of higher land linking the
Newmarket area to the rise on which Soham stands. Gelling notes ‘Landwade CAM, may
contain geweed, but the early spellings show an unusual degree of variety’; that there are
problems with both spellings and topography suggests that Landwade may not be a safe
example of geweed at all *°

111) Wadebridge CNW. The name was originally weed. The bridge is thought to have been
built about 1460, and the name Wadebridge is evidenced in 1478. The crossing is of tidal
water six or seven miles up the Camel ria, one of the few long inlets on the north Cornish
coast offering a sheltered anchorage. This example of gewed is far west of any other
example. It is unlikely to have been named by Anglo-Saxons penetrating by land since
Cornwall was not brought under Anglo-Saxon influence until the 9c, long after gewaed
became obsolete, but Anglo-Saxon sailors visiting the ria would have seen Cornish people
using the crossing and this may be how it got its name. Two other place-name elements in
use in the very early medieval period, 6ra and port, occur on the northern coast of the
southwest peninsula near Bideford and Barnstaple, Porlock, and Portishead, suggesting visits
by Anglo-Saxon seamen well before the hinterland was under their influence.

iv) Wade Court in Netley Marsh HMP. Wade Court is beside the river Blackwater,
northwest of Southampton. A mile to the south, a Roman road, M422, Otterbourne to Stoney
Cross, crosses both the Test and the Blackwater from east to west where the channels were
both braided and tidal. It is unlikely that there was a second east-west crossing so close to
this one, and so Wade probably refers not to an east-west crossing but to a south-north one
over the Blackwater following up the west bank of the Test. It appears to have been a tidal
crossing but not as wide as most gewads.

v) Wade Court in Havant HMP. The wed is a crossing from the Roman road at Havant
to Hayling Island over a tidal creek, salt marsh and mudflats.

vi) Wathe, now St. Lawrence IOW. This, like Landwade, does not refer to the crossing
of a sizeable niver. It is situated on a %4 -2 mile wide by 8 mile long and approximately 100 ft
O.D. area called the Undercliff on the southeast coast of the Isle of Wight. This comprises a
huge volume of chalk and upper greensand that has slithered off gault clay, coming to rest as
landslip at the foot of the cliffs. It is hummocky, has an ill-developed drainage system and is
liable to further slumping, so it has seen many changes during the last millennium. It is not
possible to say what the Undercliff looked like at the time of naming, but it seems likely that
the “difficult crossing’ traversed the Undercliff and perhaps ascended the steep slope behind
to reach places such as Whitwell. ‘The name Wathe was often used to denote the whole area
of the Undercliff from Bonchurch to Niton, one part of it (in the manor of Whitwell) being
called Southwathe 1287-90 ... and another Underwathe 1250-60...”.’

vii) Iwade KNT. This means ‘crossing to the island’ (of Sheppey).® A tidal channel
called The Swale separates the Isle of Sheppey from the Kentish mainland. It is bordered by
mudflats, salt marshes, and the marshland reclaimed behind sea walls. The crossing over this
wet ground and The Swale to Sheppey is about two miles long today. The ebb and flow of
the tide and the tenacious mud would have made the crossing hazardous if not impassable at
times. The route is not a Roman road but it links readily into the Dover — London road, M 1.
The crossing gave access to Sheppey, and may well also have been used by the overwintering

26 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 95.
27 A D. Mills, The Place-Names of the Isle of Wight (Stamford, 1996), pp. 90-1.
28 paul Cullen, personal communication.
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heathen arm1es in 855 and again in 1051 when the army fled there with their horses from
London.*

viii) St. Nicholas at Wade KNT. Wade is first evidenced in 1458, but there is a mention
of a middel geweed in a charter of 943 (S 512) in the vicinity, suggesting that the Wantsum
Channel was sufficiently silted up to be fordable in the tenth century. It has been suggested
that middel geweed is the same crossing as that implied in the name St. Nicholas at Wade, but
this is unproven. The crossing would have to negotiate a tidal channel wide and deep enough
for shipping, yet bordered by tenacious mud and salt marshes, making it dangerous and only
usable on foot at very low tides (ideally one would like local information about the erstwhile
fordability of this channel). While this is an important route into Thanet, it is not on a major
thoroughfare (but see further under sarn below).

1x) Waithe LIN. Spellings suggest that the original name was derived from (ge)wed,
(Wade DB), but that the ‘d’ was replaced by ‘th” so that later spellings make it appear to be
an example of vath;*° either way it means ‘crossing’. Coastal Lincolnshire has experienced
many changes over the centuries because of the deposition of marine alluvium, and the
subsequent embankment and reclamation of the marshland. The Waithe Beck runs through
river alluvium from its headwaters to the neighbourhood of Waithe, and then through

marine alluvium. The sea evidently reached Waithe at some time. The sea wall, Aaf-dic,
running from Conisholme to North Cotes and Tetney, three and a half miles sea-wards of
Waithe, was in existence by the twelfth century.’' Since the term haf-dic is of Danish origin
it 1s likely to have been constructed after the start of the Scandinavian settlement in
Lincolnshire in the later ninth century. Thus, in early Anglo-Saxon times, when the term
(ge)waed was current, the sea probably reached further up the little Waithe Beck estuary than
the sea wall (haf-dic) between North Cotes and Tetney. Spot heights show that Waithe is 26
feet (8 metres) above sea level, but only three quarters of a mile sea-wards the Beck i1s just 10
feet (4 metres) O.D. At high spring tides therefore, the sea would have come close to the
settlement; it probably suffered from flooding during storm surges. Waithe probably had
much in common with the other east coast examples of (ge)weed, it does not seem to have
been on a major routeway. (The Waithe Beck flooded during the exceptionally wet June of
2007).

x) Lenwade NFK. Lenwade is on the river Wensum about 10 miles west of Norwich. The
river is tidal up to Norwich but seemingly not as far up as Lenwade. An old, but not Roman,
route, now the A1067, leads west out of Norwich to join a Roman road, M 38, Denver —-
Smallborough. This route crosses the Wensum at Attlebridge and again at Lenwade — which
seems a bit unnecessary! A bridge existed at Attlebridge by 1405. %2 This route passes
Drayton and Deighton Hills (dic-tin) suggesting a well-used, raised road.

xi) Gunwade NTP. The name is now lost but referred to a crossing of the Nene in Castor
just west of Peterborough. The Roman town of Durobrivae (Water Newton) was nearby
where many roads converged and where a Roman bridge took traffic over the Nene. Stone
from Barnack, destined for the monks of Bury St. Edmunds, would have come down Ermine
Street and crossed the Nene between Alwinton and Peterborough in the period of the great
rebuilding of St. Edmunds church in the late eleventh century.” By this time the Roman
bridge would have collapsed, necessitating a crossing of the Nene at Gunwade some three
miles down stream.

2 ASC(A) s.a. 855; ASC(E) s.a. 1016.
30 Cameron, ‘Lincolnshire’, p. 133.

31 N.G. Berridge and J. Pattison, Geology of the Country around Grimsby and Partington (HMSO, London,

1994), p. 73.
32 yervoise, ‘Bridges Mid and Fastern’, p. 119.

33 pN NTP, p. 232.
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xii) Cattawade SFK. Cattawade lies at the present head of the Stour estuary, at a point
where it is still tidal and bordered by mudflats and salt marshes. A Roman road, Colchester -
Mistley, (no Margary number but shown on the O.S. Map of Roman Britain) terminates
nearby where a bend in the deep channel comes up against firm ground. The main Colchester
— Baylham — Caistor-by-Norwich Roman road uses an easier crossing of the Stour further
upstream at Stratford St Andrew. Cattawade is another difficult tidal crossing only
intermittently passable, and thus not on a mag'or through route before the building of a
causeway and bridge sometime before 1256

xiii) Wade SFK. The Great Estuary was a branched arm of the North Sea extending deep
into Norfolk and Suffolk. The rivers Bure, Yare and Waveney discharged their waters into it.
The Great Estuary was tidal as were the lower courses of the rivers; the shores were mud and
salt marsh exposed at low tide. Wade lay on the south shore of the Waveney, the marshes at
this point being about a mile wide. By crossing the Waveney here the traveller could reach
the seaward tip of the southernmost headland projecting into the Great Estuary. It is not on a
Roman road: the M 36, Halesworth-Woodton, crosses the Waveney seven and a half miles to
the west near Bungay, where the flood plain is much narrower. The river name, Waveney,
means “‘quagmire’, perhaps referring to the marshland adjacent to it.

xiv) Ayleswade WLT. Zgel’s Crossing is first mentioned as pontem de Ayleswade in
1255, 1t is now called Harnham Bridge, and carries a road south out of Salisbury across the
Avon just below its confluence with the Nadder and Wylye. Since these are chalk streams
their discharge will vary seasonally and the crossing is likely to be at its most difficult in late
winter and early spring. The Avon has been much altered by the creation of watermeadows
and ditches; the presence of a Longford two miles to the south suggests a much wider Avon
in the past. Ayleswade is not the site of the M 4c Roman road crossing - that lies two miles to
the west - however, a Romanised trackway, M 44, from Mildenhall to Old Sarum, continued
south along what is now High Street in Salisbury to the crossing. Very recently a
continuation of this Romanised road has been identified.>> Various downland tracks
converge on the Ayleswade crossing. One, called the Cloven Way, was suggested by
0.G.S.Crawford’® who had traced deeply rutted ground from Ayleswade through Odstock,
across the Avon at Charford, and through what became the New Forest to Cadnam. The
crossing must have become much more important when the new Salisbury was laid out and
built 1220-5, and the Avon was bridged in 1245.%’

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL FARS

1) High, Magdalen and Little Laver ESX. Laver probably means ‘passage liable to flood’.
The settlements lie on boulder clay a mile or so northeast of the Roman road from London to
Great Dunmow (M 30): at the point where this crosses the Cripsey Brook it runs over
London Clay.

11) Walter Hall ESS. Walter Hall is one and a quarter miles northwest of the Roman road
from Chelmsford to Colchester (M 3b). The bounds of walhfare, S 1036, refer to this road. In
this neighbourhood it crosses boulder clay and head in the little stream valleys and, as with
the Lavers, is more likely to be troubled by mud than flood. The first element walk refers to
Romano-British people, possibly those frequenting the road.

3% Jervoise, ‘Bridges Mid and Lastern’ | pp. 128-9.

’A. Clarke, ‘A Roman road on the eastern fringe of the New Forest from Shorn Hill to Lepe’, Proceedings of
the Hampshire Field Club and Archeological Society, 58 (2003), pp. 33-58.

36 0.G.S. Crawford, ‘Cerdic and the Cloven Way’, Antiquity, 5 (1931), pp. 441-458.

3 E. Jervoise, The Ancient Bridges of the South of England (London, 1930), pp. 72-3.
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ii1) Denver NFK. Denver is where the Fen Causeway (M 25), having crossed the silt fens
from Peterborough, crosses the Great Ouse before rising onto higher, firmer ground east of
Denver, and going thence to the Icknield and Peddars Ways. The first element refers to
Ih)anes, possibly traders from Denmark. Margary notes that there was a Roman stone bridge

ere.

iv) Farforth LIN. A possible fourth example of feer is Farforth, accepted as such by
Cameron,’® although Ekwall *” and Gelling and Cole® express some doubts. It is combined
with ford, thus verging on the tautologous. Owen*’ suggests that a minor Roman road from
Homcastle to Louth by way of Tetford, Maidenwell and Tathwell passed over a little stream
and on through nearby Farforth. The crossing itself is not difficult but the road descends

steeply and then uses a raised path over wet ground to reach it. The stream is tiny and most of
the surrounding land is well-drained chalk

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL RITUS

1) Penrith CMB. The name Penrith meaning the ‘chief-" or ‘hill-ford’, refers to the river
crossing where the Penrith (Brougham) to Carlisle Roman road, M 7e, passed over the river
Eamont east of the Roman fort at NY 539292. There is a second ford where the Penrith to
Ambleside road, M 74, crosses the Lowther near the hamlet of Eamont Brnidge. The former
might be considered as the more important or ‘chief” ford in the vicinity. Alternatively,
Beacon Hill may have been regarded as the pen or “hill’ overlooking the ford. In either case
the crossing is that of a Roman road over a river.

i1) Redmain CMB. Redmain has been suggested as an example of ritu, meaning ‘ford of
the stones’, although Ekwall considers this unlikely. It is within one quarter of a mile of the
Carlisle to Cockermouth (Papcastle) road, M 75, on a steep slope above the Derwent. As the
Roman road runs parallel to the river valley here, there is no crossing involved.

1i) Tretire HRE. tre is a later addition to rythir meaning ‘ford, long’ (a Welsh term with a
post-Roman construction) The ‘long ford’ is at the confluence of two small streams where
they are crossed by the modern B4521. There is nothing to indicate that an important long
distance route used this ford.

iv) Leatherhead SRY. The name Leatherhead derives from the British *Létorito meaning
‘Grey Ford’,* and refers to a crossing of the river Mole on a long-established route from
London via Epsom and Guildford to Portsmouth or Winchester. It is two and a half miles
north of Burford where Stane Street, M 15, crosses the Mole and is therefore not to be
equated with a ford on a Roman road.

v) Ridware STF. Ridware is a district name where rifu is combined with OE waru to mean
‘dwellers at the ford’. The three villages, Hamstall, Mavesyn and Pipe Ridware lie between
the Trent and the Blithe. It is not obvious where the eponymous ford was as there are present-
day crossings of both rivers. There is no Roman road or other important route known nearby.

DETAILS OF SARRE

Sarre KNT. Sarre 1s on the Isle of Thanet, which was separated in Anglo-Saxon times from
the mainland by the Wantsum Channel. A Roman road from Canterbury headed towards

38 Cameron, ‘Lincolnshire’, p. 43.

3 DEPN, s.n. Farforth

“ Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 78.
1 Owen, ‘Roads’, p. 263.

42 Coates, ‘Methodological’, pp. 70-4.
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Sqrre, but apparently ended at Upstreet. Margary suggests it was linked by ferry to Thanet.*’
It 1s a name that has long puzzled scholars; both Ekwall** and Watts* suggest that it may
have been a river name, Recently it has been suggested that it is a British name meaning “two
causeways’ c.f. Mod Welsh sarn, sarnau, ‘a causeway, a paved way’, but there are
considerable linguistic difficulties, and the idea is far from being confirmed. Topographically
the suggestion fits well with Bede’s observation when describing the advent of St. Augustine
that the Wantsum Channel could be crossed in only two places; *® one crossing would be at
Sarre, the other linking Chislet to St. Nicholas at Wade, q.v. under geweed, p. 190.*" The tides
coming in at the North Mouth met the tides approaching from Sandwich in the
neighbourhood of Sarre, producing conditions particularly suitable for deposition; this made
the Wantsum Channel shallower here than elsewhere, and therefore the best place at which to
ford it. Even so, it can only have been negotiable at low tide because the channel was still
passable to ships in the eleventh century. The Sarre Wall was built to halt the flow of the
North Mouth tides in the thirteenth or fourteenth century as the channel progressively silted
up. It seems possible that by early medieval times there was a passable road crossing at Sarre
utilising the Roman road from Canterbury. It would have been an important though
sometimes hazardous crossing.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL FERJAS

1) North Ferriby YOE and South Ferriby LIN. In both these settlement names ON ferja is
combined with ON by and means ‘the settlement by the ferry’. The ferry in question was
across the Humber. High Street, the Romanised ridgeway (M 270), led from Horncastle
through Caistor to South Ferriby. North of the Humber the landing was some three miles east
of M 2e which went from Brough to York. The ferry is mentioned in DB as being worth 60s
p.a.*® and was therefore functional in the eleventh century. There is thought to have been a
ferry from Winteringham to Brough about three miles west of the Ferriby crossing in Roman
times, but there is no reference to it in place-names.

11) Ferrybridge YOW. This appears as Ferie in DB referring to the crossing of the river
Aire by the Great North Road.*” A bridge was built prior to 1198 when the name appears as
Fery-, Feribrig(ge), -bryg(g).

iii) The Ferries NTT. This was the home of Christiana de Fery in 1332. It lies in the
parish of West Burton on the west bank of the Trent. On the opposite bank in Lea LIN, a
ferry worth 12d is recorded in DB. *° It is therefore probable that The Ferries refers to the
ferry from Lea to West Burton operational in the time of DB. The Trent is a wide river here,
too wide for fording, and so there were probably numerous places where small boats were
used on purely local crossings.

DETAILS OF TRAIECTUS

Tric/Skegness LIN

» Margary, ‘Roman Roads’ 1, p. 34.

* DEPN, s.n. Sarre.

4 CDEPN, s.n. Sarre.

6 Bede, ‘History’, 1. 25.

7 paul Cullen, personal communication (2004).

® Morris, ‘DB Lincolnshire, part 1°, 23.1 and 24.14
4 Morris, ‘DB Yorkshire, part 1°, 9W 57

5% Morris, ‘DB Lincolnshire, part 1°, 12.4
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. Traiectus, the Latin term for a ‘crossing, passage’ or ‘ferry’ appears in the Antonine
I’qnerary XIV, and is thought to be a crossing of the Avon situated between Bristol and Bath;
this name has not survived, but it is probable that traiectus is the term from which 7ric. the
name used in DB for Skegness, was derived.”' The existence of a ferry in Roman times
across the Wash from south-east Lincolnshire (in the vicinity of Skegness) to north-west
Norfolk (in the vicinity of Holme-next-the-Sea) linking M 27 to M 33b seems very likely; it
was suggested by C.W. Phillips in 1932.°> In Roman times sea levels were lower and the
Wash narrower; shoals protected the area from North Sea gales to some extent. However,
rising sea levels in medieval times probably destroyed the Lincolnshire terminus of the ferry,
eroded the shoals, and made the Wash more dangerous for sailing ships to cross. Subsequent
silting up of the borders of the Wash resulted in the building of the old sea walls (Haf-dic or
Roman Bank) in the Viking period. Today strong tides, sandbanks and numerous currents
make it a hazardous crossing for a sailing ship. The ferry, or at least memories of the ferry,
might have survived into the early medieval period since the Anglo-Saxons adopted the name
Tric, presumably from Romano-British people since Tric is a name of Latin origin
transmitted through Brittonic.>* The presence of a ferry would enable communications
between Norfolk and Lincolnshire to be much shorter and less time-consuming than going
round the Fens.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 5: FACILITIES EN ROUTE

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL DRAGS

a) The dreeg-tins

1) Drayton BRK, SU 480940, DB
Drayton lies on rising ground two miles south of Abingdon. Ogilby shows routes from the
midlands converging on Oxford, passing through Abingdon and close by Drayton before
diverging, one branch leading to Hungerford, Salisbury and Poole, the other via Basingstoke
to Chichester. The Oxford-Chichester route (Ogilby plate 81) runs parallel to and 1 mile west
of Culham Reach. It is today a lane on a raised causeway: the Thames floods the meadows
both sides of this lane as well as the road between Drayton and Sutton Courtenay. The track
between Milton and Harwell, just to the south, is described by Ogilby as an ‘extraordinarily
dirty lane’.>* The difficulties encountered on this proto A 34 were flooded roads and muddy
lanes, but not a major river crossing. A calde-cot lies at the northern, Abingdon, end of this
difficult stretch and may have been a place where travellers could wait until conditions
improved.

11) Drayton Beauchamp BUC, SP 902119, DB
Drayton Beauchamp lies ¥4 mile from Akeman Street, M 16a, and % mile from the Icknield
Way at the foot of the Chiltern escarpment. Akeman Street was engineered to use a wind gap
through the Chilterns but even so has to make a long, fairly steep (c. 1 in 15) ascent up Tring
Hill, a route shared with the Icknield Way for 2 mile. Drayton is linked by a hollow way to
the top of the hill, but its link with the hill-foot has been destroyed. As there is no river or wet
ground to negotiate, the people of Drayton were probably required to supply extra draught
animals for hauling loads up the long hill, or to provide sleds to enable loads to be brought

safely down.

! Owen and Coates, ‘ Traiectus’, pp. 42-4.

°2 C.W. Phillips, ‘A Roman Ferry across the Wash’, Antiquity 6, (1932), pp. 342-8.
33 Owen and Coates, ‘Traiectus’, pp. 42-4.

54 Cochrane, ‘Lost’, p. 96.
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ii1) Drayton Parslow BUC, SP 837285, DB
A minor Roman road, M 169a, identified by the Viatores, runs north-west through Stewkley
and passes Y4 mile west of Drayton Parslow.” The road is undulating but not particularly
steep. As it follows high ground there are no rivers to cross. However, this is clay country -
O?(ford Clay with Boulder Clay on top, and therefore likely to be muddy in wet weather. The
Viatores suggested that it was a pre-Roman track which was made use of, but which was
overshadowed by the more important Watling Street running parallel to it. If the M 169a was
a poorer quality road with less upkeep it may well have foundered in the clay, and travellers
on it would have needed assistance.

1iv) Dry Drayton CAM, TL 380620, DB

v) Fen Drayton, CAM, TL 340681, DB
Dry Drayton and Fen Drayton lie 4% miles apart near the Roman road from Cambridge to
Godmanchester, M 24. Dry Drayton is 1 mile south of the road on rising ground — hence the
‘Dry’, while Fen Drayton is % mile north of the road on the edge of marshland beside the
Ouse, hence the “Fen’. Both villages lie on clay: Gault and Oxford/Kimmeridge Clay; the
Roman road is also mostly on these outcrops between Cambridge and Godmanchester. There
are slight dips in the road where it crosses streams draining to the Ouse, all of which are
liable to flood in the 1 in 100 year floods: the dip from Fen Drayton to near Hemingford
being much the longest. Wet clayey ground and flooding must have made this a difficult
route, especially before the draining of the Fens.

vi) Dreyton DEV, SX 815526, 1285
Dreyton is a tiny hamlet in south Devon. Slater discusses the routes from the Anglo-Saxon
burh at Halwell in his article ‘Controlling the South Hams’.*® The route along a ridgeway
from Halwell to Dittisham passes within % mile of Dreyton. The ridgeway itself is not steep,
although the drop into Dreyton is, nor does it cross any rivers, so it is not clear what purpose
this Dreyton serves.

vii) Drayton in Barton Stacey HMP, SU 426433, 979-1015, DB
Drayton is on the east bank of the Test overwhelmed by Barton Stacey Camp. The old road
system is disrupted by the A 303, although this crosses the river in the same place as earlier
routes and is noted in the name Forton on the west bank. The Test is a braided stream,
marshy in places. The dreg-tiin is more likely to be associated with the crossing at Forton
than that of the Roman road, M 43, Winchester-Mildenhall 12 miles to the south-west.
Gover (1958, p.173) following Ekwall, suggests a meaning of portage between the channels,
though this seems a less likely raison d’etre.”’

viii) Houghton Drayton HMP, SU 339316, 1267
Houghton Drayton lies further down the Test, % mile north of the point where the Roman
road Winchester-Salisbury, M 45a, crosses the river by Horsebridge (evidenced in 1236).
There 1s archaeological evidence of an old bridge on the line of the M 45a, but it 1s not
known whether it is Roman or not.”® There are two other crossings of this marshy flood plain
of the river Test which originate in Houghton Drayton: one leading to the Hundred meeting
place at King’s Sombourne and the other to Horsebridge. The settlement is well placed for
lending assistance at any or all of these three crossings.

ix) Drayton in Bighton HMP, SU 603335, 701 S 242, 938 (956) S 589, ¢.820 S 284
Drayton is just east of Alresford on the Winchester —Alresford — Alton — London road. In
Anglo-Saxon times New Alresford village and Old Alresford pond did not exist, they were

33 Viatores, ‘Roman Roads’, pp. 300-5.

% T R. Slater, ‘Controlling the South Hams’, Reports and Transactions of the Devonshire Association, 123
(1991), pp. 57-88.

7 Gover, ‘Hampshire’, p. 173.

58 Dymond, ‘Roman Bridges’, pp. 136-64.
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Norman developments ¢. 1200. There were marshes beside the Alre and around the
.conﬂqenc'e of the Alre, Itchen and Candover. It was evidently a well-watered area especially
!N Springime when the water table was high and the bournes in full flow. The old, Anglo-
Saxon route is thought to have left Winchester by the east gate, climbed Magdalen Down,
descended to cross the Itchen at Itchen Abbas, crossed the Candover at Abbotstone, passed
through Old Alresford (sans the pond), passed through Drayton to Bighton then to Chawton
Park Wood and Alton to London. The line of this important Winchester to London route
became disused with the building of the turnpike (A 31) in the eighteenth century.”” The lane
from Drayton to Bighton was narrow, deep-cut and, although firm-floored, was calf-deep in
mud and running with water when seen in May 1994. It must have been just as bad when 1t
was on the main route from Winchester to London. The services of the people of Drayton
would have been very helpful in such conditions.

x) Drayton in East Meon HMP, SU 670235, 1248
An important ancient track, the South Hampshire Ridgeway, leads south-east from
Winchester, over Milbarrow Down, through Warnford, over Teglease Down to Butser Hill
(passing close by Lomer, one of the chalk downland meres). Several other routes described
by Grundy feed into this, one of them, route 32, coming from the north descends a steep hill
into Drayton, crosses a stream and rises steeply again alongside Hen Wood to join the South
Hampshire Ridgeway.®® A valley bottom route also goes through Drayton, but presents less
of a problem to travellers than the steep hills do. This Drayton seems to be related to two
steep hills on a lesser ancient track.

xi) Drayton in Farlington HMP, SU 670056, 1242
Drayton lies at the southern foot of Portsdown overlooking the islands and inlets near
Portsmouth. Ekwall®' believed this example related to a portage through the channel between
Langstone and Portsmouth Harbours, which was considerably wider in early medieval
times.** There are two other possibilities: firstly, that it refers to land-based transport crossing
over this channel between the mainland and Portsea Island, or secondly, that it relates to a
steep ascent of Portsdown to the Roman road, M 421, from the shore of Langstone harbour.

xii) Upper and Lower Drayton HRE, SO 830922, 1163
The Roman road, M 613, from Ariconium northwards has been traced as far as Ashton at the
end of Stockton Ride, and parallels the one through Leintwardine. Possibly M 613 continues
through Ludlow in which case it would not be linked with Drayton. A track leading north-
east from Ashton along the crest of Brimfield Hill descending steeply past Upper Drayton,
could follow the terrace way (commemorated in the name Lynch Farm) which leads to the
river Teme, possibly to the crossing at Little Hereford — its name herepceth-ford suggesting
an important/substantial trackway. These Draytons may therefore be associated with a steep
rise linking the crossing by an ancient track at Little Hereford to a Roman road at Ashton.

xii1) Fenny Drayton LEI, SP 350970, DB
Fenny Drayton lies on M 57b % mile from its junction with Watling Street, M 1g, on rising
ground safely above flood level. It has views to Watling Street, and Witherley and Mancetter
churches are visible. Quite possibly in Anglo-Saxon times it would have been possible to see
if the river Anker was flooded across the line of Watling Street. At the present time the
riverside meadows adjacent to the Street on the edge of Mancetter are often under 3 or 4 feet
of flood- water according to a local informant. Fenny Drayton is quite well placed to give
assistance at this river crossing. There is a calde-cot 2 miles away: possibly a place where
travellers could stay while waiting for the crossing to be passable again.

9 Cochrane, ‘Lost’, pp, 52-61.

% Grundy, ‘Highways Wiltshire’, pp. 161-2.

1 DEPN, s.n. Drayton.

62 Basil E. Cracknell, Qutrageous Waves (Chichester, 2005), p. 146.
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xiv) Drayton LEI, SP 830922, 1163
Drayton is % mile from where the Roman road, M 57a, from Godmanchester to Leicester
crosses the Welland, on rising ground above flood level. The Environment Agency map
shows that almost one mile of the Roman road is affected during a once-in-100-year flood
vyhere it crosses the river, shorter lengths would be inundated more often. Drayton is more
llkqu to be positioned so as to give help with the crossing of the Welland than for lending
assistance with the sharp, little hill at Cottingham, which is the far side of the river. A lesser
Roman road, M 571, Medbourne — Gretton - Durobrivae crosses the Welland some 5 miles
downstream near Caldecott, possibly a place to wait until the crossing becomes feasible (as at
Fenny Drayton).

xv) Drayton LIN, TF 244395, DB
Drayton lies just south of Swineshead, which means ‘head of the creek’ referring to Bicker
Haven, which, in early medieval times, was an inlet at the south-western corner of The Wash,
a busy place with a salt-making industry. Bicker Haven and The Wash were silting up so that
the haven was useless as such in the later middle ages. The map: fig. 6.9 shows Roman Bank,
which was probably Anglo-Saxon in date delimiting the haven in about the mid eleventh
century. The geology shows that the haven was formally more extensive, its head may well
have been near Swineshead in the early Anglo-Saxon period and Drayton was on or close to
its shores. Moreover, in pre-Conquest times the river Witham flowed not through Boston, but
along what is now Holland Dyke which forms part of the boundary between Holland and
Kesteven, then past Swineshead and so to Bicker Haven and The Wash. A salt route comes
cross-country from Barrow on Soar LEI, through Saltersford south of Grantham, uses Bridge
End Causeway to cross some fenland, and then reaches the salt-works around Bicker Haven
(particularly at Quadring). A north-easterly continuation of this route would cross the old
Witham near Drayton and continue to Boston and Skegness. Drayton, then, had two possible
functions: the drawing of boats out of the water near Swineshead, as was done at Drigg and
Dundraw (infra), or to assist travellers on the salt route from the midlands proceeding to
Boston. The route would have gone via Bicker and Drayton to avoid Bicker Haven but would
have had to cross the old Witham, and as it traversed a lot of alluvium could have been very
muddy.

xvi) West Drayton MDX, TQ 061795, 939(13), DB
The old road from London to Bristol leaves the Roman road to Staines, M 4a, in Hounslow,
and crosses the various channels of the river Colne passing through the hamlet of Longford
(longeford(e) 1294) on its way to Colnbrook. About 1’2 miles of the road could be affected in
a 1-in-100-year flood. West Drayton lies 1% miles to the north of the Bristol road on a minor
north-south Roman road, M 165, running from Watford to Staines giving ready access to the
difficult Colne crossing should assistance be needed.”

xvii) Drayton Green MDX, TQ 163812, 1387
Drayton Green lies ¥z mile north of the route from London to Aberystwyth via Uxbridge
shown on Ogilby’s plate 1. The road runs through Hammersmith, Acton, Ealing, and passes
south of Drayton Green. At Hanwell it crosses the river Brent, where bad floods can be 2
mile wide, then goes to Hillingdon, Uxbridge and High Wycombe.

xviii) Drayton NFK, TG 181138, DB
Drayton is on the road from Norwich to King’s Lynn, some 4 miles out of Norwich and near
to the Wensum. The Wensum’s floods do not affect this road, nor are any steep hills
involved, and so the Drayton may be associated with a crossing of the Wensum to Costessey.

xix) Draughton NTP, SP 762768, DB

63 Viatores, ‘Roman Roads’, pp. 125-35; Ogilby, ‘Britannia’ plate 10; Cochrane, ‘Lost’, p. 72.
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This is probably an OF name in dreg replaced by ON drag.®* A road called Bedford Way
Once ran across Market Harborough Bridge through Arthingworth and then south beside the
stream separating Maidwell and Draughton, and on to Lamport and Northampton, thence to
Bedford.® There are no rivers to cross in the vicinity of Draughton, nor is it by a steep hill
(pace Watts). However, as the track between Arthingworth and Draughton Crossing is very
muddy and runs over clay this seems the most likely reason for Draughton’s existence.
(Defoe describes the Northampton to Harborough road as ‘in the midst of the deep dismal
roads, the dirtiest and worst in all that part of the country.”). ®

xx) Drayton NTP, SP 565627, 1021-3
Drayton is now absorbed into Daventry. It was formerly a village beside the road (now A 45)
from Watling Street, M 1f, through Daventry to Dunsmore Heath and on to Coventry, part of
Ogilby’s route from London to Holyhead. Drayton used to be in a hollow, now filled in,
boggy in winter because of the streams flowing into it. The road to Coventry would have had
to cross this muddy little valley, and there may have been problems with mud and the
gradient, but it is hard to tell now because of modern engineering works.

xxi) Drayton Park and House NTP, SP 964800, 12" ¢.
Drayton House is 2 miles from the crossing of the Nene at Thrapston. Formerly, the Roman
road from Godmanchester to Leicester, M 57a, crossed the Nene by a bridge 1V4 miles to the
north, but when this became ruinous the crossing must have shifted south to Thrapston — Islip
where a bridge was in existence by 1224.°” The name Islip, “slippery place by the river Ise’,
is indicative of a difficult track to negotiate, and is closely paralleled at Islip OXF, where the
old road to Worcester crosses the river Ray, and has a steep ascent/descent each side of an
oft-flooded crossing. The Nene also floods to a width of ¥4 mile at Thrapston and % mile at
the Roman crossing. The site of the old settlement of Drayton is not known, but was probably
connected with the crossing of the Nene, especially after the decay of the Roman bridge and
before the building of the new one.

xxii) and xxiii) East Drayton NTT, SK 775753, DB; West Drayton NTT, SK 712747,
DB
Ekwall suggested that these settlements were either end of a portage between the rivers Trent
and Idle, a distance of about 6% miles.®® This is a long way, particularly as the Idle flows into
the Trent further downstream, and therefore there is no question of having to portage
between two river systems, nor is the Idle likely to have carried much traffic upstream of
West Drayton. It seems better to regard the East and West prefixes as ways of distinguishing
between two nearby Draytons each with its own function.

West Drayton lies between the rivers Meden and Maun just above their confluence, on a
site that would be an 1sland in times of severe flooding. The Great North Road, as depicted
by Ogilby on plate 7, crosses the Meden and Maun here running south-east to north-west. An
east-north-east to west-south-west track, possibly starting from Leeming Lane near Cuckney
runs partly along parish boundaries to West Drayton where there was a crossing of the Maun
to Rockley and Askham. Traffic on both routes would be affected when the Meden and Maun
were in flood, hence the presence of a dreeg-tin.

The reason for the presence of East Drayton is less obvious as there is no present-day route
from the West Drayton-Rockley crossing eastwards to East Drayton, no obvious north-south

%% CDEPN, s.n. Draughton. The comment ‘Draughton is on a hill that rises approximately 130 ft in half a mile’
should be under Draughton NYorks.

PN NTP, p. 4.

% Defoe, * Tour’, p. 87.

87 Jervoise, ‘Bridges Mid and Eastern’, pp. 75-6.

%8 DEPN, s.n. Drayton.
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routez nor any steep hills. As East Drayton 1s not far from the flood plain of the Trent its
function is likely to be connected with this.

xxiv) Drayton OXF. SP 430415, DB
Drayton, 1% miles west of Banbury, overlooks a deep little valley. The stream is too small to
cause much of a problem even when in flood, but the hills either side are steep. Ogilby, on
plate 13, shows that a road, now the A 422, from Banbury via Stratford to Bridgnorth goes
through Drayton and Wroxton, and would have to negotiate this deep-cut little valley.

xxv) Drayton St Leonard OXF, SU 597965, 1146
Drayton St Leonard is beside the Thame, a river very prone to flooding. A Roman road, M
173a, is thought by the Viatores® to run from Fleet Marston, via Little Milton, Stadhampton,
fording the Thame where Haywards Bridge now stands, passing Drayton St Leonards and
proceeding to Dorchester on Thames.If going south thence the Thame would have to be
crossed again. Malpas’® suggested that M 173a followed a route south-east of the Thame,
through Holcombe, over Town Hill in Warborough, heading for the Thames crossing near
Shillingford and to the roads leading south from Dorchester, thus avoiding any crossing of
the Thame. It is possible that both roads coexisted and that whichever was used depended on
the traveller’s ultimate destination: the Viatores’ route for those going to Dorchester and
points north, and Malpas’ route for those crossing the Thames or going south-east. At
Drayton St Leonard is an easy ford across the Thame linking the Viatores and Malpas routes:
Drayton would be in a position to help at both the village and Haywards Bridge fords.
xxv1) Drayton SHR, SJ 758097, 1255
Drayton Lodge is % mile south of Watling Street, M 1h, where the countryside is rolling but
not steep; there is a stream to cross near Burlington and a stretch of boulder clay west of
Crackley bank.

xxvil) Market Drayton, (Drayton in Hales) SHR, SJ 675341, DB

Little Drayton, SHR, SJ 664336, DB

The Roman road, M 19, from Stretton to Whitchurch gets flooded by the rivers Tern and
Duckow near to the Draytons. The road is known as the Longford, described as a causeway
between Newport and Bletchley in 1319 and 1322: a village ¢.1% miles to the north-east is
named from it.”' Little Drayton is 1% miles and Market Drayton is 2% miles from these two
crossings. It 1s probable that the Draytons are related to these crossings just as Longford is
thought to be, although they are rather further from the trouble spot than usual.

xxviii) Dryton SHR, SJ 581059, 1227
Dryton is on a steep bluff overlooking the Severn flood plain. If the old ferry crossing at
Cound Lane % mile away and/or the road bridge at Cressage 1 mile away were crossing
points in Anglo-Saxon times Dryton would be well-placed to assist at either, whether the
problem was the flooding river or the steep rise up the northern bluff at Dryton. About 2
miles upstream there would have been a Roman crossing of the Severn to Wroxeter by the
road from Church Stretton (M 6b). It is a likely site for a Roman bridge although so far none
1s known. In the absence of a bridge, for whatever reason, the crossings near Dryton would
have been more important and could account for its presence.

xxix) Drayton SOM, ST 405248, DB
Drayton is on a long ridge jutting out into the southern Somerset Levels near Curry Rival.
Nearby, West Sedgemoor and the rivers Parrett and Isle are very prone to flooding even
today, and would have been inundated for long periods in the winter in Anglo-Saxon times
making land communications difficult (much to the advantage of Alfred the Great when he
had taken refuge in nearby Athelney). An old route, a herepeeth, ran from Somerton to

¢ Viatores, ‘Roman Roads’, p. 274.
70 F J. Malpas, ‘Roman Roads South and East of Dorchester-on-Thames’, Oxoniensia, 52 (1987), 27-9.

I pN. SHR. 1.181.
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Langport where it crossed the Parrett (sometimes in flood), thence through Curry Rival,
crossing the Isle at Hambridge (liable to flooding), and on through Broadway up to the
Blackdowns Ridgeway. Besides this main route, an access to Muchelney and its abbey over
the Parrett, and the access to Midelney over the Isle, were from Curry Rival via Drayton. It
was ideally placed to help at four flood-prone crossings.

xxx) Drayton SOM, ST 453160, 1243
Drayton lies 3/8 mile south of the Fosse Way, M 5a, where it crosses the river Parrett.
Several hundred yards of the road can be under water in very wet periods. Travellers on
Ringwell Hill might occasionally require assistance but Drayton is the wrong side of the river
to be conveniently placed for this.

xxx1) Drayton STF, SJ 930157, DB
Drayton is 4 miles north of Watling Street, and clearly not associated with it. There are no
steep hills nearby, but there is a crossing of the river Penk 1% miles to the south where a road
from Watling Street through Penkridge leads north to Stafford and Stoke on Trent (passing
Tittensor, see p. 236). The Roman roads and old routes of Staffordshire are incompletely
known, and it is not out of the question that one should pass this way.

xxxii) Drayton Bassett, STF, SK 193002, DB
Drayton Bassett is on rising ground 1% miles south of Watling Street, M 1g, where the latter
crosses the river Tame. A once-a-century flood would inundate a ¥4 mile stretch of the
Roman road. Tamworth, an important early Mercian centre, lies 1% miles north of the
crossing.

xxxiil) Drayton SSX, SU 882047, ¢.1200
Drayton lies just east of Chichester and is associated with the flooding of the Lavant. This is
a winterbourne rising in the South Downs near East Dean, causing floods in spring-time
lower 1n its course, those of January 1994 causing particular problems for traffic and property
on the eastern edge of Chichester. The course of the Lavant has been changed: it used to flow
south from Chichester to Pagham harbour, but was diverted, perhaps by the Romans, perhaps
later, to flow round the south of Chichester town walls to Chichester Harbour.”? In either
event travellers leaving by Chichester’s east gate, many heading north-east along Stane
Street, M 15, towards London, could be faced by extensive floods. Nearby Drayton was well
placed to lend assistance to these travellers.

xxxiv) Drayton WAR, SP 165549, 1162
This settlement appears to be a multi-purpose dreeg-tim. It is /2 mile south of the Roman
road, M 56b, through Stratford on Avon to Alcester and Droitwich, and about 2}2 miles from
the stréet-ford. Several other routes leading to/from Stratford are recorded as salt-ways in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. A porteweye recorded in thirteenth century probably
refers to a route through Salford, Bidford, Binton, Bishopton and Warwick: it was a main
road in the medieval period passing right by Drayton. This is clay country so there may have
been problems with mud and to a lesser extent with flooding of the Avon, and long, if not
steep, inclines.

xxxv) Drayton WOR, SO 906760, 1200
Drayton is % mile east of the Roman road from Droitwich to Greensforge, M 192, which is
thought to pass through Hillpool, where it crosses a stream. The countryside is hilly but not

excessively so.

xxxvi) Draughton YOW, SE 039524, DB
Draughton is sited on a shelf 150ft above and to the south of Haw Beck but still 300ft below

the heights of Skipton Moor along which runs the west-east Roman road, M 72a, from
Elslack to Ilkley. A salt way following the line of the present A 59 also runs approximately

72 Ken Newbury, The River Lavant (Chichester, 1987), p. 20.
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west-east from Skipton through Blubberhouses to Harrogate, following the northern slopes of
the valleys of the Haw Beck and the Kex Beck. It is 12 miles between the Roman road and
the salt way, via Draughton. Arthur Raistrick maps a route from Bolton Priory, via Halton
East, Draughton and over Silsden Moor to Kildwick, keyed as a ‘medieval, or monastic road
between castles’.”? Draughton is well placed to help traffic up the 450ft ascent on the latter
route. However, it is likely to be older than Raistrick implies as Bolton Priory was founded in
twelfth century, but Bolton itself, Draughton and Kildwick all appear earlier, in DB,
Draughton would also be well placed if one wished to transfer between the Roman road and
the salt way. Like Draughton NTP, this name is likely to be a Scandinavianised form of
dreg-tin.
b) The dreg-cots

1) Draycott Moor BRK, SU 401995, DB
This was probably originally two settlements: Draycott and (South) Moor. Draycot lies on
the northern slopes of the Corallian ridge along which an old route runs from Cumnor via
Appleton and Hinton Waldrist to Faringdon and on. From this road a track leads down past
Draycott Farm to a crossing of the Thames at Newbridge. The bridge was built around 1260,
and incorporated a causeway over 700 yards long with 51 arches to accommodate the
Thames when in flood.”* The track from Newbridge to the ridgeway at Draycott is mostly
over Oxford Clay, and has a short, sharp rise of about 1 in 20 near the top. Travellers,
whether crossing the Thames or disembarking at Newbridge, could face problems with
floods, mud or even a steep gradient.

i1) Draycott DBY, SK 443332, DB
Draycott lies on the Roman road, M 182, from Derby to Sawley near Long Eaton on the
banks of the Trent where, apparently, it ends. The M 182 parallels the river Derwent. In times
of severe flooding large areas around the confluence of the Trent and Derwent are under
water, including the south-eastern 2 miles of the M 182 from Draycott to Sawley. There is no
need to postulate a portage across a meander neck here as is done in the Place-Names of
Derbyshire. "

ii1) Draycot GLO, SP 182357, 1208
Ogilby in plate 44 shows a route from London to Montgomery which passes through
Draycot. It is no longer a main road but a series of country lanes following an irregular route
over the Cotswold escarpment. It runs from the Four Shire Stone (SP 231321) past
Lemington and Domn, over Dorn Hill, descends steeply into Draycot where it crosses the
Knee Brook, which rises 1 mile to the west and can create a morass locally. The road goes on
through Broad Campden, Littleworth, Willersey and so to Evesham.

iv) Draycot Farm GLO, SO 753015, 1221
Draycot 1s 1 mile east of the Roman road, M 541, from Gloucester to Sea Mills beside the
little river Cam. Today the Severn floods come inland only as far as the Gloucester and
Berkeley canal, but during the Romano-British Transgression (c. 300-600 AD) and again in
the Medieval Warm Period (c. 1000 — 1400) the Severnside marshes were lost to the sea, and
the floods could have affected that part of the Roman road near Cambridge.” Draycot is 1%

miles from this crossing.

v) Draycotes LIN, TF 117993, 1212
Draycotes, a lost village in Nettleton, was about 1 mile from the Roman town of Caistor

which is on the brow of the Lincoln Wolds escarpment. An old Romanised ridgeway called
High Street, M 270, ran along the scarp crest from Horncastle via Caistor to Ferriby. The M

3 Raistrick, ‘Green Roads’, pp. 15, 65, 8S.
" Fred S. Thacker, The Thames Highway (2 vols, repr. Newton Abbot, 1968), 2, pp. 77-9.

S PN DBY, p. 456.
7 Cracknell, ‘Outrageous’, pp. 201-4.
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271 to North Kelsey, and perhaps ultimately to Ermine Street, drops steeply some 250ft onto
the Ancholme Marshes just outside Caistor. Draycotes was associated with this and several
other steep routes off the scarp crest.

vi) Draycot OXF, SP 650060, DB
Th@ hamlet of Draycot lies on rising ground just above the flood plain of the river Thame
which is ¥ mile away. Like Drayton St Leonard, Draycot lies on the same flood prone river
where the same Roman road, M 173, from Dorchester to Fleet Marston crosses the river for a
second time. The Roman crossing at ¢c.SP 660056 has been replaced by a bridge 2 mile away
leading to Ickford. The latter is approached by a causeway from Draycot, and is usually
passable even when the adjacent fields are under water, several times in most years. There
was a bridge here before 1237 when it was in need of repair.”’

vii) Draycot SHR, SO 813927, 1255
Draycot is in rolling well-watered countryside. Two routes pass close by: the Roman road,
M 193, Greensforge - Bridgnorth - Church Stretton is % mile to the south-west, while Ogilby
(on plate 50) shows the London to Shrewsbury road, having come through Dudley, following
what are now minor roads through Heathton (Y mile south of Draycot), passing 2 mile south
of Claverley where it is briefly coincident with the Roman road, going on through Upper
Farmcote and so over Gattaker Hill to Bridgnorth.

viii) Draycot SOM, ST 475508, DB
Draycot lies on a road between Cheddar and Wells which runs along the foot of the Mendips
at the break of slope; along most of its length it is out of reach of the floods which affect the
Somerset Levels. To the north-east a steep road (1 in 7.5) and a steep track rise 600ft onto the
top of the Mendips and link in to the Roman road system there. One route would provide a
direct way over the Mendips from Draycot via the Roman road, M541, which passes between
Compton Martin and West Harptree, to the road, M 54, Bath to Sea Mills. Alternatively, the
traveller could take the route, M 45b, towards Old Sarum. A secondary function of Draycot
might be to help people on the short, marshy crossing to Nyland Hill.

1x) Draycot SOM, ST 552216, DB
Draycot is 2 mile south of the river Yeo, by a lowlying marshy area (there is a Marston
nearby) 2 miles upstream and east of Iichester, where the Fosse Way, M 5, crosses the river.
Today flooding is prevented here by the Iichester by-pass, but it used to occur around and
upstream of the town. Two miles to the east of Draycot the Harrow way crosses the Yeo at
Mudford (this is a rare name; muddy fords are not desirable crossing places!). Draycot is
midway between these two potentially difficult crossings, although at 2 miles from each
rather further than one might wish.

x) Draycott in the Clay STF, SK 154283, DB
A road from Lichfield to Ashbourne, the present A515, passes through Draycott in the Clay
before descending the hill to cross the river Dove to Sudbury. The Dove is very liable to
flooding, witness the extensive embankments either side of it near Sudbury: up to 1 mile’s
width can be under water in a severe flood. The names of nearby Coton in the Clay and
Draycott in the Clay indicate the muddy conditions locally, and the steep main street of
Draycott adds to the problems. Draycott is well placed to help travellers on this difficult
stretch of road.

x1) Draycott in the Moors STF, SJ 981402, DB
Draycott lies on the Roman road, M 181, from Stoke-on-Trent to Rocester. The village at
500ft O.D. is ‘in the Moors’ in contrast to Draycott in the Clay. Although the Roman road
does not encounter any steep gradients, the river Blithe floods 12 miles to the west-north-
west and the river Team 1% miles to the east.

7 Jervoise, ‘Bridges Mid and Eastern’, pp. 150-1.
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xii) Draycote WAR, SP 445700, 1203
Dra}ycote lies south of the road from Daventry to Coventry across Dunsmore Heath noted by
Ogilby (plate 22), but it does not appear to be associated with it since there are no steep hills
nor clayey ground on its course. The road from nearby Bourton on Dunsmore to Birdingbury
crosses the Leam where floods sometimes occur. Draycote may be associated with this
although it does not appear to be an important route.

xii1) Draycot Cerne WLT, ST 929783, DB
The route from Wantage to Chippenham linked two important Anglo-Saxon royal estates and
led on to the West Country. One and a half miles east of Draycot Ceme, at Christian Malford
it crossed the Bristol Avon which is liable to flood (floods had evidently been 3-4ft above
bankful when I saw it in March 1994); assistance could be needed here. A track by-passes
Chippenham leading from Sutton Benger via Tor Hill to rejoin the route west of
Chippenham. A quarter of a mile south-west of Draycot Cerne this becomes a hollow way
with well-marked banks: it was very muddy and running with water in March 1994, another
place where assistance might be needed.

xiv) Draycot Fitzpayne WLT, SU 142628, DB
Draycot Fitzpayne is at the foot of the scarp slope, which rises on the northern side of the
Vale of Pewsey. Many tracks ascend this steep chalk slope, notably the Great Ridgeway 1Y%
miles west of Draycot and the present A 345, Pewsey to Marlborough road, described by
Grundy as route 37, 1 mile east of Draycot.”® A third track from the settlement itself goes up
the scarp through Gopher Wood. Draycot is clearly associated with travellers ascending (or
descending) steep hills, as much as 1 in 10, on two important and several lesser routes on the
north side of the Vale of Pewsey.

xv) Draycot Foliat WLT, SU 180777, 1197
Draycot Foliat is on chalk downland just south of Swindon, 1 mile west of the Roman road,
M 43, from Cirencester to Mildenhall near Marlborough, and % mile south-east of the Great
Ridgeway. The hills at Badbury and Ogbourne St George on the course of the M 43 are 2 to 3
miles from Draycot, rather far. There are no rivers to cross nearby, but the Great Ridgeway
crosses a winterbourne which rises near Hackpen Farm and which, in a very wet season, can
be a couple of hundred yards wide and very muddy.

xvi) Draycott WOR, SU 854480, 1275
Draycot lies between the river Severn and the Roman road, M 180, from Worcester to
Tewkesbury and Gloucester, being 2 mile from each. There do not appear to be any steep
hills or flood-prone stretches of Roman road here. A possible alternative would be a crossing
of the Severn to Pixham (there was a ferry here in the 20 century).

c¢) Other examples of draeg

1) Drayton NFK, ¢. TG 2623, c¢.1220
A Roman road, M 38, passes through Scottow, the parish in which the lost settlement of
Drayton lay. It crosses the flood-prone Bure % mile north of nearby Lammas.

11) Drayford DEV, SS 781137, DB
A minor road descends steeply, gradient 1 in 5, to the ford.

1i1) Draydon SOM, SS 896295, 1155-8
Draydon 1s situated near the top of a steep hill (the diin) where a track from Marsh near
Dulverton leads north-west up Marsh Hill and Mounsey Hill to a long, probably prehistoric,
track over Winsford Hill, north-west to Exford and possibly on to Porlock. Descending
steeply south from Mounsey Hill passing a little west of Draydon, another track links the
Winsford Hill route to one going past East Anstey to Oldways End (see vol.1, pp. 38-9)."”

>

8 Grundy, ‘Highways Wiltshire’, pp. 91-2.
 Eardley-Wilmot, ‘Exmoor’, pp. 47, 57.
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1v) Dundry Hill SOM, ST 558669, 1065
The din of the name is a steep-sided plateau rising about 300ft above the general level.
Dundry is near the top at the north-western end. The rock capping the summit is a limestone,
excellent for building. It was quarried by the Romans (see O.S. Map of Roman Britain) and
in the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries for buildings in Bristol, such as St Mary Redcliffe.”
The people of Dundry would have been involved in transporting the stone down the steep
slopes of the diin from Maidenhead.

v) Draymere HNT, ¢.TL 2090, 1022
Draymere was one of the fenland meres, now long since drained. It has been suggested that

dreeg meant drag-net for fishing but it might equally have been a place where boats were
eased through small channels.

vi) Drax YOW, SE 674264, 959, DB
Drax was probably the site of a portage (see under Water Transport, vol. 1, p. 84).

vil) Drigg CMB, SD 070993, 1175-99 and

viii) Dundraw CMB, NY 215498, 1194
The last two examples are on the fringes of the Lake District and were probably named by
settlers of Norwegian descent. They were places where boats were drawn up on the shore in
sheltered estuaries; the ON term drag, being used here in a very similar way to that in
Dragsvik in So§nefjord — one of the few places to beach a boat in a very steep-sided fjord.
The suggestion®' that there was a portage from the sea over the sand dunes to Drigg on the
river Irt is unlikely: both Saxton’s 1583 map and Speed’s 1676 map show the Irt to have had
a separate mouth from the Mite and Esk, so that ships would not have had to go round the
present-day Drigg Point at the joint mouth of the Irt, Mite and Esk, but would have been able
to reach Drigg directly from the open sea. The ‘drum’ of Dundraw is a ridge of slightly
higher land bordered to the north by the silting-up estuary of the river Waver and the Solway
Firth. It is likely that 1,000 years ago the estuary was open water and that boats could be
drawn up onto the ridge at Dundraw.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 6: WATER TRANSPORT

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL PORTS

i) Portslade SSX, TQ 255064, DB
Portslade lies on the Sussex coast just east of the mouth of the Adur. The coastline of Sussex
has changed considerably in the last 2,000 years. Once the estuaries of the four main rivers,
the Arun, Adur, Ouse and Cuckmere, extended far inland, but today those estuaries have
silted up behind spits and are no longer the sheltered havens they were in Roman and early
medieval times.

The maps: figs 6.3 and 6.4, show the geology of the lower Adur. The alluvium indicates
the extent of the former estuary which was thought to have been navigable up to Bines bridge
(and still is for small craft),82 and so Heath Barn (4pth) and Eaton’s farm (éa-tiin), significant
names in terms of water transport, would have been by navigable water. The extent of the
spit at Shoreham in early medieval times is uncertain: the most likely position of its end is
not so far east as the present one.”” The spit would have created an embayment between the
edge of the South Downs and its western end near Lancing (where Shoreham Airport now
is). This embayment could well have been regarded as the “port” by the Anglo-Saxons.

8 . A. Kellaway and F.B.A. Welch, The Geology of the Bristol District (HMSO, London, 1993), p. 157.
81 PN CMB, p.377, repeated by Edmonds, ‘Barrier’, pp. 26-7.

82 Edwards, ‘Inland’ | p. 40-1.

83 Kim Leslie and Brian Short, An Historical Atlas of Sussex (Chichester, 1999), pp. 8-9.
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Thf:re are two Roman roads connected with the Adur estuary: the east-west road, M 140,
crossing the river near Streatham, and a coastal route, M 153, from Chichester to Brighton.
The latter crossed the Adur just south of the modern A27 and was probably the site of a
ferl.’y.84 Brookfield® records that the Adur was fordable at low water near its mouth in 1680.
This has a bearing on the interpretation of the name Portslade; the spellings suggest that the
second element is either sled, ‘wet valley’, or gelad, “difficult crossing’ (see under gelad, p.
137-8). Since the South Downs are chalk, the valleys leading down to the coast where Old
Portslade is situated are dry valleys, and therefore sled would not be an appropriate name.
On the other hand, the point where M 153 crossed the mouth of the Adur would be a difficult
crossing without a ferry. At some stage, possibly with falling sea level at the start of the
Little Ice Age (16™ century), it must have become passable on foot or on horseback for it to
have been in use in 1680, and so at that time geldd would be an appropriate term to use.
Whether the estuary was fordable at any other period is debateable. The earlier time of low
sea level was in the early Roman period, but by the start of the early medieval period sea
level was rising again. The name, Portslade, originated before DB but whether it was early
enough to refer to a possible ford or not is unknown, but seems unlikely. The chief objection
to this suggestion is that Old Portslade is 3 miles from the crossing, although it is linked with
M 153 by a Roman track, M 154, over the Downs from Hassocks. However, this apart,
Portslade is a good example of port having both sheltered water and a link into the Roman
road network.

i1) Portsmouth HMP, SZ 647993, ¢.890 (ASCs.a.501)

The great tidal inlet of Portsmouth Harbour was evidently known as a port or haven by
seafarers far and wide. It gave its name to Portsea Island (porr + &g); the hill ndge known as
Portsdown (port + diin);, Portsmouth (port + mutha) at the mouth of the haven and to the
Roman settlement Portchester (port + ceaster). Portchester would have been linked into the
rest of the Roman road system. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (E) s.a. 501 records a landing
here by Saxon raiders.

ii1) Portland DOR SY 6972, ¢.890 (ASC s.a.837)

Portland appears as (on) Port in ASC (A) s.a. 837 when there was a battle there with the
Danes. The ‘port’ would have been Portland Roads known, now that it is protected by
breakwaters, as Portland Harbour. The Isle of Portland sheltered the haven on the western
side, the name having the sense of ‘land protecting the port’. Access to the road network
would be along M 48 which runs from Weymouth to Dorchester. The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle (C) s.a. 982 records Viking raids in Portland and again s.a.1052 ASC (E)

iv) Portlemouth DEV: East Portlemouth SX 749384, DB; West Portlemouth SX 710391,
1292
Opinions differ as to the derivation of Portlemouth: The Place-Names of Devon and Watts
favour a derivation from Pr Corn ‘porth’ a ‘cove, harbour’ + Co *hey! ‘estuary’: Ekwall and
Gelling favour an OE origin from *port-wellan-mutha ‘mouth of the harbour stream’™. The
OE version aptly describes the position of the settlement of East Portlemouth at the entrance
to the long Kingsbridge ria through which the stream of water would pass as the tide ebbed
and flowed. The port would be the expanse of sheltered watered leading some 4-5 miles
inland. From Kingsbridge at the head of the ria, a route, variously called a herepceth and a
weg,® leads to Halwell, a route centre and burghal hidage town.

v) Porlock SOM,  SS 886466, 918

8 Margary, ‘Roman Roads’, 1, p. 68-9.

8 H.C Brookfield, ‘The Estuary of the Adur’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 90 (1952), p. 157.

8 pN DEV; CDEPN s.n. Portlemouth; DEPN, s.n. Portlemouth; Gelling, ‘Signposts’, p. 79.

87 Della Hooke, Pre-Conquest Charter-bounds of Devon and Cornwall (Woodbridge, 1994), pp. 105-12.
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Porlock is one of the few havens along the rocky coast of north Devon and west Somerset.
The coast of South Wales is visible across the Bristol Channel. A storm beach extends across
the mouth of the bay enclosing a small salt marsh. When the storm beach is breached the salt
marsh can be flooded for several weeks at a time.*® In earlier times, when silting was less
advanced, this must have been the port or haven referred to in the place-name. Overland,
Porlock is now most readily accessible from the south-east. However, in the past the old
tracks leading into Porlock followed routes high over Exmoor or Bossington Hill. There is a
steep climb from Porlock Weir up a coombe past Pitt Farm to Hawkcombe Head where the
track meets the Brendon Hills herepeeth coming from the east. It meets, coming from the
west, the coastal ridgeway (roughly today’s A 39) and the track from Barnstaple by way of
Exe Head.

The haven at Porlock was evidently well known to seafarers as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
records that ships came from Brittany raiding along Severn-side and Herefordshire and then
Porlock and Watchet, prompting King Edward to take defensive measures from Cornwall to
Avonmouth (ASC (A) s.a. 918). In 1052 (ASC (E)) Earl Harold, having come from Ireland,
raided Porlock and its countryside (see map: fig. 6.5 and photograph: fig. 6.18)

vi) Portishead SOM ST 465760, DB

Portbury SOM ST 502754, DB
These names mean ‘headland by the port’ and ‘fortified place by the port’ and lie on opposite
sides of the Gordano valley. The five-mile-long ridge of Portishead Down separates the
southern end of the Gordano valley from the Bristol Channel. Much of it is infilled with
estuarine alluvium, now reclaimed agricultural land, but it is thought to have been open water
in the late Roman and early Anglo-Saxon periods® when it would have formed the sheltered
expanse of water of the port. The Bristol Avon’s mouth was in the north-eastern part of the
embayment with the Roman town of 4bona (Sea Mills) on its north bank, whence the Roman
roads M 541 to Gloucester and M 54 to Bath departed. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records
sea-borne raids in the vicinity, s.a. 918 ASC (A) and again s.a. 1067 ASC (D). (See map: fig.
6.6 and sketch of Portishead and Capenore fig. 8.13).

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL HYTHS

1) Hidden BRK. ¢.SU 360700, 984 (c.1240)
The landing place is thought to have been near Kintbury on the Kennet at the mouth of the
hyth-denu - loosely ‘the valley leading to the hithe’. The Roman road, M 41, Silchester to
Cirencester, crossed the head of the valley, and M 53, Wickham to Bath, crossed the middle
of it, so a track a few miles long up the valley would link the hithe into the Roman road
system.

i1) Maidenhead BRK. SU 888815, 1202
The settlement was earlier called Elington (E/entone DB) but was also known as Maidenhead
by 1202. The Roman road, M 163, Silchester to Verulamium has left few traces south-west of
the Thames, but is thought to have passed about 2 miles north of Maidenhead on its way to
Cookham where it crossed the Thames in the vicinity of Sashes, a burghal hidage stronghold,
to Hedsor Wharf (busy with the timber trade in the middle ages). It climbed steeply up the
river chiff at Hedsor and went thence to Verulamium. Although Maidenhead is readily
accessible to the Roman road system 1t would appear to have become important as a hithe in
the post-Conquest period at a time when the Gough route from London to Bristol via

88 R.A. Edwards, The Minehead District: a Concise Account of the Geology (HMSO, London, 1999), p. 103.
% Stephen Rippon, The Severn Estuary (London, 1997), p. 123 ff.
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Mlillicrlfnhead developed, and so it would have served a different hinterland to Hedsor and its
wharf

iii) Aldreth CAM. TL 445735, 1169-72
Aldreth lies on the Isle of Ely and is linked by the Aldreth Causeway which crosses
marshland and the old course of the Ouse en route to the mainland near Willingham; the
causeway 1s thought to be post-Conquest. Boats could have passed from Aldreth along the
Ouse to Earith, the ‘gravel landing place’ on the mainland (see map: fig. 6.9).

iv) Clayhithe CAM. TL 501644, 975 (12)
Clayhithe was called simply Clay (cleie) in 975 (12¢.), but had had Apth added by 1228. It
lies beside the Cam close by its confluence with the Car Dyke (see map: fig. 6.9).

v) Downham Hythe, CAM TL 500837, 1251
Downham, din-ham, as its name suggests is on a hill some 50 ft high, part of the Isle of Ely.
Its hithe lies on the fen edge, and was linked by a canal running into the Oxlode and to
Manea and the Fenland water-way system (see map: fig. 6.9).”

vi) Horseway CAM, TL 425871, 1238
Horseway means either “dirty hithe” or ‘landing place for horses’. It is on a small, low
Fenland island (see map: fig. 6.9).

vii) Hythe House CAM, ¢.TL 4197, 1221
Hythe House was somewhere in the parish of March and probably associated with hethelod,
perhaps an artificial cut leading to a landing place on the fenland island upon which March
stands. The Fen Causeway, M 25, the Roman road from Durobrivae (Water Newton) to
Denver, passes across the island and cannot have been far away (see map: fig. 6.9).

viii) Swavesey CAM, TL 362692, 1066, DB
Swavesey Is on a river terrace - the nearest dry point to the river Ouse to which it was linked
by a canal from the market place. A wharf or ‘port’ existed by 1177 (see map: fig. 6.9).”!

ix) Willey Farm CAM, TL 382875, 1240
The island upon which Chatteris stands had access to the Car Dyke, and thence the Ouse and
Nene through the hithe at Willey Farm (see map: fig. 6.9).

x) Hyton CMB, SD 098873, ¢.1210
Old Hyton overlooks the river Annas about a mile from the sea. The little estuary has silted
up, and the river been deflected to the north, so that it is no longer a useful hithe.

xi) Hyde DEV, SS 461290, 1333
Hyde is on the west bank of the Torridge one and a half miles north of Bideford. It appears as
the home of John atte Hithe in 1333 and is at a point where deep water abuts the riverbank. A
ford would have provided access to the lands east of the river, prior to the building of a
bridge in the fourteenth century.

xii) Prattshyde DEV, ¢.SY 000815, ¢.1250
Prattshyde, now lost, was on the east bank of the Exe estuary four miles south of the Roman
road to Topsham, M 490.

xii1) Creeksea ESX, TQ 930969, DB
Creeksea lies on the north bank of the river Crouch, where the river briefly abuts firm land
allowing for an easy landing. Its hinterland is the Dengie peninsula.

xiv) Old Heath ESX, ¢.TM 017229, 1158-1237

Hythe ESX, TM 013247, 1311

Old Heath was on the west bank of the river Colne 2 miles south of Colchester. However,
the estuary silted up and marsh developed between the hithe and the river, so that by 1272 the
landing place was known as ealdehethe. By 1311 la new(e)hethe was recorded on a site with

% Hall, ‘Fenland 10°, p. 18.
1 1bid,, p. 152.
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firmer river banks nearer to Colchester. Both hithes would have had ready access to the
Roman road system at Colchester.

xv) Pudsey ESX, TQ 882952, DB
Pudsey is set back % mile from the south bank of the river Crouch where drained marshland
abuts higher ground. It would once have been nearer open water.

xvi) Hythe HMP, SU 425078, 1248
A Roman road, M 423, led down the western side of Southampton Water to a small inlet,
used as a landing place, close to Stone Farm (SZ 458994). However, as it silted up a new
landing place was needed. Hythe is recorded as portmonna hyth (S701) ‘the landing place of
the men of Southampton’. It was within 1% miles of M 423, but being the other side of the
Test estuary, was not well placed with respect to the busy trading centre of hamwic, later
Southampton.

xvii) Earith HNT, TL 385748, 1244 (c.1350)
Earith, the ‘gravelly landing place’, OE éar, was a carefully chosen and named site on a river
terrace beside the Great Ouse where it is joined by the Car Dyke; it had good access to the
fenland waterways (see map: fig. 6.9).

xviii) Erith KNT, TQ 515781, 695 (c.1000), DB
Erith 1s on the south bank of the Thames estuary on sands, chalk and gravel (OE éar
‘gravel’), 2 miles north of the London to Rochester road, M 1c.

xix) Greenhithe KNT, TQ 585753, 1264
Greenhithe is on chalk on the south bank of the Thames, 1% miles north of M 1c, the London
to Rochester road.

xx) Hythe KNT, TQ 161350, 1052, DB
There have been great changes to the coast of south-east Kent and north-east Sussex since the
time when the Roman port near Lympne flourished, and the river Rother reached the sea
nearby. The great cuspate foreland of Dungeness continued to develop, marshland was
reclaimed, and the Rother shifted to the Rhee Wall/New Romney course. The accumulation
of shingle made Lympne less useful as a landing place and a new one developed at West
Hythe: this in turn was displaced eastwards to Hythe. By Elizabeth I’s time this site too, was
rendered useless as a port by the accumulating shingle.”” The area was linked by Roman
roads northwards to Canterbury (M 12) and westwards to the Weald (M 131), and within
casy reach of the downland track sometimes called the Pilgrims’ Way.

xx1) Small Hythe KNT, TQ 893301, 13c.
Small Hythe was also affected by the development of Dungeness and Romney Marsh. The
map: fig. 6.17, shows the geology of the area around the Isle of Oxney and the
neighbourhood of Small Hythe. This landing place appears in the records in the thirteenth
century at a time when the Rother is thought to have flowed round the northemn side of the
Isle of Oxney and out to sea by the Rhee Wall and/or a nearby channel. The great storm of
1287, which so damaged Winchelsea, caused the mouth of the Rother to shift southwards to
the vicinity of Rye. The marshes of the Rother valley have been reclaimed over a long
period, but mainly since the fourteenth century. It was in the seventeenth century that the
Rother was diverted to flow south of Oxney.”” Small Hythe was functioning as a ship repair
yard in the fifteenth century, but now it 1s beside the Reading Sewer some 8’2 miles from the
open sea, its port and trading function destroyed by coastal deposition and marshland
reclamation.

xxii) Riverhead KNT, TQ 515561, 1278

22 1 G.0O. Smart, G. Bisson, B.C. Worssam, Geology of the Country around Canterbury and Folkestone (HMSO,

London, 1966), pp. 258-9.
% ER. Shephard-Thorn, J.G.O. Smart, G. Bisson and E.A. Edmonds, Geology of the Country around Tenterden

(HMSO, London, 1966), pp 97-100.
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Riverhead is on a river terrace beside the river Darent in the Vale of Holmesdale having
access to the Weald southwards or, by crossing the Darent at Longford, to the Pilgrims’ Way
to the north. It was the ‘cattle landing place’.
xxiii) New Hythe KNT, TQ 711600, 1254

Like Riverhead, New Hythe is on a river, the Medway, linking the Vale of Holmesdale to the
Thames Estuary. It is, unusually, built on alluvium, perhaps for ease of dockworks: it was a
ship-building site in the middle ages. The Roman road, M 13, from Rochester to Hastings,
passes New Hythe 2Y4 miles away on the far side of the river.

xx1v) Knaith LIN, SK 828847, DB
Knaith is well sited on a rise beside the river Trent, safely above its flood plain on the outside
of a meander and therefore by deep water. This bend is the cnéo, ‘knee’, of the name. The
Roman road from Lincoln to Doncaster, M 28a, crosses the Trent at Littleborough 1% miles
to the south (see map: fig. 6.11).

xxv) East Stockwith LIN, SK 788945, 1188

West Stockwith NTT, SK 790947, 1226

These are on opposite sides of the lower Trent, both built on alluvium in an area subject to
flooding; today they are protected by high embankments. It was perhaps the unsuitability of
this site which prompted the use of the ‘stocks’ (to reinforce the banks or make a landing
stage?) commemorated in the name. However, there was a good reason for the choice of site
which becomes apparent when the evolution of the nearby water-ways is revealed. The
Trent-Ouse system provides a useful water route linking Lincoln to York, but it would entail
using the Humber Estuary (it is 14 miles from the mouth of the Trent to the confluence of the
Ouse and Aire). The Humber Estuary has shifting sand banks, dangerous tides and an eagre
(bore); it is best avoided. An alternative route was developed (see map: fig. 6.11): Bykers
Dike, in existence by 1086 when it is mentioned in DB, was dug linking the Trent to the old
course of the Idle. The old Idle flowed into the old Don. By going up the old Don and then
taking the cut (now the present course of the lower Don) north, across the course of the Went
to the Aire, the Humber could be avoided. This cut was in existence by 1344 but might have
been much earlier, even Roman .”* Stockwith was strategically placed at the confluence of
Bykers Dike (the start of the safe waterway to York), and the Trent.

xxvi) Walkerith LIN, SK 788931, late 13c.
Walkerith is a mile upstream (south) of Stockwith also on a poor, alluvial, flood-prone site
but with the advantage of the safe waterway to the Ouse nearby (see map: fig. 6.11)

xxvii) Huyton LNC, SJ 443912, DB
Huyton lies on the low watershed between the river Alt and the Ditton Brook. It has no
access to a navigable stream, nor would it seem to have done so before the drainage and
reclamation of the Lancashire mosses. The only possibility of it functioning as a landing
place might be a connection with the Ditton Brook, an artificial cut in existence by 1194,
when the settlement of Ditton, probably named from it, 1s first recorded. The nearby
examples of steeth/stothr are equally problematical.

xxviii) Chelsea MDX, TQ 271776, 799-802, DB

Endiff MDX, ¢.TQ 3079, 13c.
Stepney MDX, TQ 367810, DB

All three lie on gravel patches on the north bank of the Thames close to the centre of London,
with ready access to the Roman road system. Chelsea, probably meaning the ‘chalk hithe’,
may well have been the place where chalk was landed to spread on the rather heavy clay

%4 J.A. Steers, The Coastline of England and Wales (Cambridge, 1969), p. 688; G.D. Gaunt, ‘The Artificial
Nature of the River Don north of Thorne, Yorkshire’, Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, 47 (1975), pp. 15-
21; G.D. Gaunt, Geology of the Country around Goole, Doncaster and the Isle of Axholme (HMSQ, London,

1994).
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lands north of Ch(elsea. A likely source of chalk is Chalk KNT, where an outcrop occurs by
the Thames-side.” Endiff is lost but was near the present Houses of Parliament on a gravel
patch at the western end of an old ford at Westminster.

xx1x) Queenshithe MDX, TQ 323807, 1151
Queenshithe, recorded as such in 1151 . was earlier known as Atheredes hyd in a charter of
895 (S 1628) It is in the City of London on a gravel patch close to London Bridge and the
hub of the Roman road system.

xxx) Methwold Hythe NFK, TL 712948, 1277
Methwold is recorded in DB, but the nearby settlement of Methwold Hythe not until 1277. It
lies at the junction of fenland and upland. In medieval times it was a small port, but large
enough to have its own church. As the hithe is 2 miles from the river Wissey there must have
been a man-made waterway linking the two by the second half of the thirteenth century.”

xxx1) Otringhithe NFK, TL 801876, DB
Otringhithe was mistakenly equated with Methwold Hythe in DEPN, but Dymond97
established that it lay on the north bank of the Little Ouse at the highest point to which heavy
goods could be carried. The site is where hi gher, better-drained land comes close to the river,
which otherwise flows through a marshy ill-drained flood plain. An old route, described as a
Romanised trackway by Margary, M 332, linked it eastwards to the Icknield and Peddars
Ways (see map: fig. 6.9).

xxxii) Rackheath NFK, TG 270150, DB

In early medieval times the Bure was a tidal estuary, reaching upstream beyond the little
tributary upon which Rackheath stands. The first element is probably Araca, ‘throat’,
although the valley that the stream by Rackheath church flows through is not deep-cut. If the
second element of Rackheath really is Ajith (it could conceivably be Aceth) the stream would
need to have been canalised if the landing place was by the stream rather than the estuary-
side (no stretch of the Bure is in the present parish of Rackheath). It would appear to have
served quite a limited area since nearby Norwich would have had its own landing places on
the Yare.

xxxiii) Setchey NFK, TF 635136, 1202
Setchey is on a rise some 10 ft above the niver Nar, which, though small, is big enough for a
quanted boat. It lies at the fenland/upland junction, and, as so often happens where two areas
with different resources meet, trading developed - Setchey had a market by 1258. Its road
links south were improved by the construction of a causeway across the Nar valley before
1271 and by a bridge by 1413. An inquisition of 1274-5 refers to the ‘great hithe of Secheth’
whergez:; the flow of the Nar was impeded by rubbish and silting in the channel (see map: fig.
6.9).

xxxiv) Bablock Hythe OXF, SP 434043, Bablock 1277, hythe added by 1581-2
This is one of a series of hithes on the Thames above Oxford. The hythe appears in the
accounts of St Johns College for 1581-2 when two boatloads of wood were carried down to
Hithe Bridge in Oxford. »

xxxv) Bolney OXF, SU 777807, DB

% Ann Cole, ‘The Distribution and Usage of the OE Place-Name Cealc’, JEPNS, 19 (1988), p. 52. Defoe
describes its exploitation and uses in this area in the eighteenth century in ‘A Tour through England and
Wales’, 1, pp. 99-100.
% David Dymond, ‘A Misplaced Domesay Vill: Otringhithe and Bromehill’, Norfolk Archeology, 43
(1998), pp. 161-8.

”7 Tbid.

%8 R J. Sylvester and Andrew Rogerson, ‘Fenland Project No. 3: Norfolk Survey, Marshland and Nar Valley’,
East Anglian Archeology, 45 (1988), pp. 138, 141.

9 The Early History of St John's College, Oxford, ed. W H. Stevenson and H.E. Salter (Oxford Historical
Society, N.S.1, 1939), p. 236.
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Bolney, the ‘bullocks’ landing place’, lies on a gravel patch 12 miles south of Henley-on-
Thames at the mouth of the long, curving Harpsden valley. This is a typical denu leading up
onto the rough grazing of the Chiltern plateau to Rotherfield, “open land of the cattle”. There
must surely have been movement of cattle between the two, most likely bullocks being taken
down-river for consumption elsewhere. Pack and Prime Lane, which runs from the Thames
near Goring via Rotherfield Greys, reaches the Thames again between Henley and Bolney. It
was used as a short cut for travellers and goods to avoid the rather difficult and circuitous
stretch of river via Reading; re-embarkation took place at Bolney (or Henley). Another
alternative overland route which runs from Hithe Bridge in Oxford by way of Knightsbridge
Lane and Henley, also ends up at Bolney for re-embarkation. F inally, the Roman road from
Dorchester via Nettlebed is thought to have crossed the Thames at Phyllis Court on the
northern edge of Henley, but users could equally well have gone on 2 miles to Bolney and
taken a boat.

xxxvi) Highcroft Lodge OXF, SP 446093, 1328
This appears earlier as a field name in ¢.1240.'® It was associated with Eynsham Abbey, and
was on the Thames just downstream of Swinford Bridge, itself part of an important route
west from Oxford. Merton College rolls record a wharf in Eynsham being used to load
Taynton stone for carriage to ‘/a Huythe’ in Oxford to use in building the library in 1310.'°!

xxxvii) Hythe Bridge OXF, SP 506064, 1233-4
This hithe, situated on the Thames in Oxford, was not only an important river port, but a
good trans-shipment point (see Bolney and Highcroft Lodge supra). It had links to the north-
south route through Oxford which used the eponymous ford and later Grandpont; links to the
cast-west route using Swinford’s ford and later bridge; links to the road to London via Old
Road and Shotover, while several Roman roads, M 160 and M 164, ran close by and were
easily accessed.

xxxviii) Lakenheath SFK, TL 713827, 945, DB
Lakenheath lies at the junction of fenland and upland, and is linked by Lakenheath Old Lode
or its predecessor to the Little Ouse. The lode runs through peat and must have been
relatively easy to cut (but perhaps hard to maintain), presumably before 945 in order that the
hithe was in existence by the time that the name Lakenheath was recorded. The Little Ouse
has been straightened, and now joins the Great Ouse at Brandon Creek, well north of the
original confluence near Littleport. The date of this diversion is uncertain: the VCH suggests
it was in Roman times, Bond that it was in the thirteenth century (see map: fig. 6.9).'"

xxxix) Bleadney SOM, ST 482453, early 8c.
Bleadney is in the Somerset Levels where the river Axe breaks through the ridge running
from Wells to Wedmore. This makes a good trans-shipment point for goods and travellers
going by river between Glastonbury and the coast at Uphill, and those going along the ridge
between Wells and Wedmore (see map: fig. 6.12).

x1) Hythe SOM, ST 457523, 1212
Hythe is on a tributary of the Axe called the Yeo, which rises at the foot of the Mendips in
Cheddar Gorge. It would have served the estate at Cheddar.

xli) Glanty SRY, TQ 020718, 675 (13c.)

Hythe SRY, ¢.TQ 028716, 675 (13c.)

Glanty and Hythe are both sited on gravel patches on the south bank of the Thames close to
its confluence with the Colne, and respectively % mile and ' mile north of the crossing of M
4a, the London to Silchester road, over the Thames at Staines.

19 The Cartulary of the Abbey of Eynsham, ed. H.E. Salter (Oxford Historical Society, 49, 1907), p. 218.

191 w J. Arkell, Oxford Stone (London, 1947), p. 61.

102 yCH Cambridge, vol., 7 (1978), p. 14; J. Bond, ‘Canal Construction in the Early Middle Ages’ in Blair,
‘Waterways’, ch. 7.
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xlii) Lambeth SRY, TQ 3078, DB
Lambeth, again on a gravel patch, is at the eastern end of the old ford at Westminster (Endiff
was at the western end), the one busy with lambs: the other frequented by ducks. It was
where the busy Roman road, Watling Street, M 1, from Dover via London to the Midlands,
crossed the Thames,

xliii) Putney SRY, TQ 242755, DB
Putney is on a river terrace on the south bank of the Thames, and its High Street links 1t to
the London — Kingston — Guildford road, present A3, an old route, although not Roman.

xliv) Rotherhithe SRY, TQ 775085, 1100-7
Unlike most hithes on the lower Thames, this hithe stands on alluvium. It is another “cattle
landing place’ and likely to have become very poached and muddy. It was within easy reach
of Watling Street, M 1, Dover — London - Midlands.

xlv) Bulverhythe SSX, TQ 775085, 1135-54
Bulverhythe means the ‘landing place of the burghers (of Hastings)’. The sites of both
Bulverhythe and Hastings have been affected by coastal erosion and deposition. At one time
Hastings town was on the west side of the estuary occupying the Priory valley, on low-lying
ground prone to flooding. Indeed, by the end of the fourteenth century the site was
uninhabitable and the population had moved further east. The stream in the Priory valley was
deflected east by a shingle spit, and the haven was useless for navigation, probably by the
twelfth century. About 2% miles to the west lay another small estuary and here, on the west
bank, Bulverhythe grew up. It is first mentioned in the reign of Stephen 1135-54, suggesting
it developed as a port as a result of the changes to the Priory valley.'” The route from
Bulverhythe to Hastings would have been circuitous - around the head of the haven, unless
there were landing facilities on the east bank of the haven too.

xlvi) Heath Barn SSX, TQ 190146, 1327
Heath Barn’s fortunes as a landing place, like Portslade’s supra, is intimately connected with
the silting of the Adur Estuary, which at one time was navigable up to Bines Bridge, some 2
miles upstream of Heath Barn. In the eleventh century the estuary was open at least as far as
Steyning, but the thirteenth century drainage works accelerated the silting, decreasing the
usefulness of Heath Barn as a landing place.'”* However, in its heyday it was well placed on
a dry site to the west of the Adur, and % mile north of where the east-west Roman road, M
140, Barcombe Mills to Hardham, crossed the river at Streatham (see map: fig. 6.4).

xlvii) Hive YER, SE 821310, 959 (c. 1200), DB
Hive now lies 4%z miles from the Humber and 1 mile fron the river Foulness (also called
Foulney), an unlikely looking site for a hithe because the countryside has changed
considerably over the last 1,000 years. The map: fig. 6.8, shows that the Humber was by a
strip of salt marsh up to about 3 miles wide, and to the north were water-logged sands and
clays drained by the Foulness and Derwent; the former drained into Wallingfen Carrs,
normally a lake, and flowed on to an inlet of the Humber called Skelfleet. An east-west
deposit of sand, a few feet above the marshes, was the site of Eastrington, Portington, Cavil
and Hive, all mentioned by 1086. These settlements were difficult to reach from any
direction but the easiest, safest route for goods must have been up the Skelfleet, through
Wallingfen and into the Foulness, and thence to a mile-long ditch, perhaps the Delph Drain,
through the waterlogged clays to Hive. It served some small marshland communities.

xlviii) New Hythe YER, ¢.TA 1655, 1260

103 £ M. Ward, ‘The Evolution of the Hastings Coastline’, Geographical Journal, 56 (1920), p. 110.
104 £ W. Holden, ‘New Evidence relating to Bramber Bridge’, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 113

(1975), pp. 104 -17.
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New Hythe lay on the coast of Holderness, and, like many other villages there, was destroyed
by coastal erosion, which was particularly severe in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. It
would have served the communities lying between the marshy Hull valley and the North Sea.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL ST4ATHS AND STQTHS

i) Brimstage CHE, SJ 305828, 1260
The name is apparently made up of an OE personal name Bruna + OE steeth. The Roman
road from Chester, M 670, is heading straight up the Wirral peninsula towards Brimstage,
which lies beside a small stream, the nearest navigable water now being over 2 miles away,
and in the past had been even further. Although here the sterh might just possibly mean
‘river bank’, it cannot be referring to a landing-place.

11) Statham CHE, SJ 670877, 1284-5
Statham is the dative plural of OE steerh and lies on the marshy banks of the Mersey 3V
miles east of the point where M 70, the Roman road from the Cheshire wiches to Lancashire
and the north, crossed the Mersey at Wilderspool. These were evidently landing-places which
were not adjacent to a major routeway.

i11) Burton Stather LIN, SE 865185, Burton in DB, Stather by 1201

Flixborough Stather LIN, SE 862143, Flixborough in DB, Stather later

These are named from the plural, stothvar, of ON stoth. They are near the mouth of the Trent
downstream of Stockwith and Walkerith but on similar flood-plain sites: however, Burton
and Flixborough are well above flood level. These landing places would have served traffic
on the Humber wishing to access the country sandwiched between the Trent and the
Ancholme, i.e. the northern end of Lincoln Edge. Flixborough is a ‘productive site’ — a place
yielding many coin and metalwork finds, and was probably a trading place.

iv) Bickerstaffe LNC, SD 446043, 1190
The first element of the name is OE *bicere ‘beekeeper’, the second element 1s uncertain:
theoretically, the OE element steth would seem more likely than an ON element. The
problem is that Bickerstaffe is on a ridge of higher, drier land, a considerable distance from
navigable water, and so neither OE stcerh nor ON stoth 1s appropriate. ON stathr may
therefore be the origin, as suggested by Mary Higham. 102

v) Birstath Bryning LNC, SD 401300, 1201
Birstath is now separated from the Ribble by 1% half miles of erstwhile marshland.
Although it may have been possible to get quite close by boat at one time, it is more likely
that the name derives from byjar-stathr ‘a farmstead’ than from steeth or stoth.

vi) Croxteth LNC, SJ 402963, 1257
The first element is probably ON krékr ‘a bend’, or even the OE cognate crac, while the
second element could be steth, stoth or stathr. It is a few miles from the source of the river
Alt, close to a pronounced bend. The river appears to be just big enough for boats so it could
therefore be an example of a staithe.

vii) Hubbersty LNC, SD 483546, 1236
Hubbersty is a name no longer in use. The site has been affected by canal, railway and road
works, but was apparently on the river Condor 2% miles from the coast, and close to the
supposed route of the Roman road, M 70d, from Ribchester. It would be a suitable landing
place.

viii) Todderstaffe LNC, SD 368367, 1332
Todderstaffe stands on a rise overlooking a formerly ill-drained valley to the east with a
straight drainage ditch called Main Dyke running through it to the river Wyre. To the west,
Y, to V2 mile away, is a Roman road, M 703, leading to Poulton le Fylde. The meaning of the

195 Mary Higham, ‘The Problem of the Bee-keepers’, JEPNS, 34 (2002), pp. 23-8.
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qualifier is not known: the generic is probably OE stewth but could be ON stoth or stathr. 1t
would be acceptable as a staithe if Main Dyke or its forerunner had been made large enough
to take boat traffic before the name was coined, perhaps during the Medieval Warm Period
Transgression when sea levels were higher.

ix) Toxteth LNC, SJ 383882, DB
Toxteth is now engulfed by Liverpool. It lay near the Mersey, far from the Roman road
system. The first element is the ON personal name Toki, so the second element is more likely
to be ON stoth or stathr than OE steth. Its estuary-side site would be suitable for a landing
place.

x) Stathe SOM, ST 374290, 1233
Stathe is beside the river Parrett at the end of a long tongue of upland stretching into the
marshy Somerset Levels. A route along the ridge links Stathe with the district of Curry. The
area was never held by the Vikings, and so the name will be from the OE term steeth. Its
situation is ideal for a landing-place on the interface between land and water transport or for
exploiting the marshes (see map: fig. 6.12).

x1) Stafford STF, SJ 922233, 913, DB
The name comes from OE steeth. 1t is likely that it means ‘landing-place’ here as it is used to
distinguish this ford from other fords. If the meaning was ‘river-bank’ its name would not
differentiate it from any other ford. The river Sow here is navigable for small craft and leads
to the Trent 5 miles away. It is not served by any Roman road.
xii) Staithes YON, NZ 780183, 1415
Staithes, a tiny harbour on the Yorkshire coast, occurs as Setonstaithes in 1415. Seaton was a
DB estate %2 mile inland but is now very much shrunken. Staithes suffers from erosion which
has reduced the size of the harbour and the area suitable for building. It is a late-recorded,
atypical staithe site.

xii1) Birstwith YOW, SE 239595, DB
Birstwith is on a rise beside the river Nidd, 12 miles west of Hampsthwaite where the
Roman road, M 270b, from Ilkeley crosses the river. The Nidd is said to be navigable for
small craft hke canoes,m6 but near Birstwith there are shallows and white water.
Etymologists disagree about the origins of the name: for instance, Ekwall and Gelling believe
1t may derive from byrg-steeth ‘landing place of the fort’, while Smith, Mills and Watts
believe it to be from O Scand. byjar-stathr ‘farm built on the site of a lost farm’. Fellows
Jensen thinks the Scandinavian appellative has replaced an OE *byrig-stede.'”’ Birstwith is
not a certain example especially in view of the unsuitability of the river for navigation there.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL [4-TUNS

These are mapped in fig. 6.15.

1) Eaton Socon BDF, TL 170589, DB
Eaton Socon lies by the Great Ouse which flows parallel to the main Roman road from Sandy
to Godmanchester (M 22), but the Viatores'® suggest that a minor road, M 231, runs from
Cambridge via the erstwhile ford at St Neots to Bolnhurst. Eaton Socon might be connected

with this crossing.
i) Eaton BRK, SP 447033, 811(c.1200)

106 Edwards, ‘Inland’, p. 424.
107 DEPN, s.n. Birstwith; Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 92; PN YOW, S, p. 131; MILLS, s.n. Birstwith;
CDEPN, s.n. Birstwith; Gillian Fellows Jensen, Scandinavian Settlement Names in Yorkshire (Copenhagen,

1972), p. 143.
108 v/iatores,Roman Roads, pp. 264-7.
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The Thames is quite broad here although there is slumping of the banks, and dredging is
necessary if today’s craft are to use the river safely. Bablock Hythe is nearby and is linked
overland by a track to Oxford.
iii) Eaton Hastings BRK, SU 262985, DB
Eaton Hastings is on the Thames between Lechlade and Radcot Bridge where salt routes
from Droitwich reach the river. It would be important to keep the river open for navigation
here so that salt could be taken to markets down-river.
iv) Eton BUC, SU 965776, DB
Eton is beside a much wider stretch of river (the Thames) than other éa-tins. It is not clear
what the problems were in early medieval times. However, Thacker describes reed-beds and
shoals downstream of Queen’s Ait: ‘weeds extending thickly every summer a third across the
stream from each bank between Surley Hall and Queen’s Ait: leaving a very narrow
navigable channel” (this is upstream of Eton). A 1780 report said that ‘The navigation here is
very difficult owing to the sharp turns of the River’ (near Clewer)."” In addition, there are
other aits a little further downstream close by Eton. It may be that these caused similar
problems to early medieval boatmen, hence the presence of an éa-tin.
v) Water Eaton BUC, SP 880330, DB
Water Eaton is by the Ouzel, % mile from Watling Street (M 1e), and 1 mile south of Fenny
Stratford. The Ouzel is a tributary of the Great Ouse, which carries traffic towards the Fens.
vi) Eaton CHE, SJ 870654, c.1262
Eaton 1s on the river Dane, a small river with numerous tight meanders making any river
journey very tortuous. There is no known Roman road nearby. .
vii) Eaton Hall CHE, SJ 415610, ¢.1050, DB
Eaton Hall is by the river Dee 3% miles south of Chester and %2 mile from the crossing of M
6a over the Dee at Aldford; the Dee is a substantial river at this point.
viii) Eaton CHE, SJ 646704, 1290
Eaton is on the river Weaver close by the Cheshire salt wiches and close to the Roman roads
converging on Northwich (Condate). This might be an example of an ég-tin, the spellings
are inconclusive.
1x) Eaton Hennor HRE SO 525588, 1243; Eaton HRE SO 509583, DB
These are neighbouring settlements, part of the same DB estate. Eaton Hennor is on a Roman
road, M 613. Hennor means ‘the high ofer’, another route-indicative term. Eaton is 1 mile
away beside the deep, navigable river Lugg.
x) Eaton Bishop HRE, SO 442391, DB
Eaton Bishop is by the Wye about 4 miles upstream of Hereford and 2 mile from the Roman
road (M 630) which here crosses the river to Kenchester.
x1) Eaton Tregoz HRE SO 605277, DB
Eaton Tregoz is on a hill overlooking the river Wye 3 or 4 miles upstream of Ross. The
Roman road from Ariconium, M 613, although not crossing the Wye, would have ready
access to it near here.
xi1) Eaton NFK, TG 203061, DB
Eaton is on the south-western edge of Norwich across the Yare from Cringleford, 2% miles
from Caistor St Edmund and about 1'2 miles from a minor road between Caistor and
Crownthorpe.' 10
xiii) Eaton NFK, TL 695363, mid 13c.

109 Thacker, ‘Thames 2’, pp. 345, 348.
110 wade-Martins, ‘Norfolk’, p.35.
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Eaton is on the Heacham River, a small stream draining into The Wash through reclaimed
coasgl marshes. If this river was kept open for 2 or 3 miles inland it would give access to the
Ickpleld Way (M 333) and Peddar’s Way (M 33b).

xiv) Eaton NTT, SK 710780, DB
Eaton is on the river Idle 2 miles south of Retford. The Great North Road in Ogilby’s time
Crossed the river Idle 1 mile to the south at Gamston, not at Retford as at present. A
navigable Idle near Gamston would link the Great North Road with the water route from
Lincoln to York (see above under Stockwith).

xv) Water Eaton OXF, SP 515122, 864(1 Ic.), DB

Woodeaton OXF, SP 535119, DB

These Eatons lie either side of the river Cherwell a mile below its confluence with the Ray at
Islip. The old London — Worcester road goes through Islip, while a lesser north-south Roman
road passes about a mile west of Water Eaton.

xvi) Eaton SHR, SO 375895, 1291-2
Eaton 1s on a small river, the Onny. Old routes nearby are the Portway 1% miles to the east
going over the Long Mynd, and a Roman road (M193) 2V miles to the south, later an
important drove road, leading west into Wales.'"!

xvil) Eaton Constantine SHR, GR SJ 599064, DB
Eaton Constantine is on a hill a mile from the Severn and 2% miles south-east of Wroxeter
close to two minor Roman roads. "

xviil) Eaton Mascot SHR, SJ 538059, DB
Eaton Mascot is on the Cound Brook, which has sand and gravel banks in places, but would
be usable by small craft if kept clear. One and a half miles away the brook is crossed by a
Roman road, M 6b, leading to Wroxeter.

xix) Eaton under Heywood SHR, SO 500900, 1227
Eaton under Heywood is by Eaton Brook at the foot of Wenlock Edge’s scarp slope about 1%
miles downstream of Rushbury where the weg from Stanway crosses the brook heading for
Church Stretton.

xx) Eaton upon Tern SHR, SJ 654225, 1255-6
The banks of the Tern are apt to slump, and reeds and rushes encroach as with many small
rivers, but it is usable by small boats if kept clear. It is not particularly convenient for any old
route.

xxi) Yeaton SHR, SJ 433194, DB
Yeaton is on the river Perry, a tributary of the Severn, straightened in the village and
navigable for small craft, but not particularly convenient for any old route. Grafton is on the
opposite bank (see vol. 1, pp.73-4).

xxii) Eton SOM, ST 381615, 1325
Eton lies by the Banwell, a small river draining through reclaimed marshland to the Bristol
Channel. The navigable stretch, though not very long, may have been sufficient to give
access to the Mendip uplands near Banwell. No Roman roads are known nearby.

xxiii) Eatons Farm SSX, TQ 187162, DB
Eatons Farm is by the Adur, about 1 mile downstream of Bines Bridge, the present head of
navigation. As the one-time-open estuary was silting up Eaton may have played some part in
keeping it open up to the Ayth at Heath Barn (sec p. 212). An cast-west Roman road, M 140,
crosses the Adur at nearby Streatham so that there is access to the road system, while
Portslade refers to the haven at the mouth of the estuary. The place-names suggest that the
area was busy with shipping (see map: fig.6.4).

111 Houghton, ‘Greensforge’, pp. 233-43.
1121 aflin, ‘Roman’, pp. 1-10.
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XX1v) Water Eaton STF, SJ 903110, 940, DB
Water Eaton is by the river Penk, only 4 mile from Watling Street, M 1h, The riveris a
tributary of the Sow, the confluence being near Stafford, a steerh. Together they flow into the
nearby Trent.

xxv) Nuneaton WAR, SP 36291 8, DB
Nuneaton is by the river Anker, which is just big enough for small craft here. Four to 5 miles
downstream the Anker is crossed by Watling Street, M 1g, at Mancetter.

xxvi) Castle Eaton WLT, SU 146960, DB
Castle Eaton is by the Thames between Lechlade, the present head of navigation, and
Cricklade, which can be reached by small craft if the channel is kept clear of aquatic plants
like club rush and Norfolk reed; regular use suppresses growth to some extent. Lechlade
(gelad: “difficult crossing’), at the end of a salt route, was a transhipment point.

xxvii) Water Eaton WLT, SU 126938, DB
Water Eaton 1s 1% miles from Cricklade (gel/ad: difficult crossing’), where the Roman road
from Cirencester to Silchester, M 41b, crossed the Thames. Like Lechlade it was a
transhipment point.

xxviii) Great Ayton YON, NZ 557108, DB

Little Ayton YON, NZ 570102, DB

Both settlements lie at the north-western foot of the North York Moors by the river Leven.
Although this might just be usable at Stokesley 2 miles downstream, the river is shallow and
rocky-floored near Ayton. When seen at a period of low flow it was not navigable. Even if
conditions 1,000 years age were more favourable, the Leven follows a tortuously meandering
course to its confluence with the Tees: it is not clear why anyone should want to use it. The
nearest old routes are the tracks over the North York Moors described under stig and peeth: in
particular Thurkilsti, which linked Helmsley to Stokesley.'"

xxix) East Ayton YON, SE 991850, DB

West Ayton YON, SE 987850, DB

These settlements are either side of the river Derwent downstream of the Sea Cut, which
diverts some of the Derwent’s flow to the North Sea near Scarborough to ease the drainage in
the Vale of Pickering. Formerly its flow would have been greater, and it could have been a
valuable highway through the swamps of the Vale of Pickering.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 8: TERMS USED AS KEY LANDMARKS ON

ROUTEWAYS.

The ‘signpost’ terms need to be considered in connection with the routes they serve, and
have therefore been dealt with regionally, and route by route in some cases. They are
described in the following order on the following pages.

1) Coastal oras from east to west 218
2) oras of South-East England 224
3) oras of the Berkshire Downs 225
4) oras of the Chilterns 225

113 Raymond H. Hayes, Old Roads and Pannier Ways in North-East Yorkshire (Helmsley, 1988), pp. 41-3.
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5) oras of Hampshire 228
6) oras and yfres of Wiltshire 230
7) oras of the West Country 230

8) oras and ofers of the Midlands 232

9) ofers of Yorkshire 237
10) ofers of Lancashire 238
11) ofers of Northumbria 238
12) yfre 238
13) The Overtons and Ortons 239

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL ORAS AND OFERS

1). The coastal ras starting in Suffolk and going clockwise to Somerset (see map: fig. 8.3).

1) Stonner Point SFK, TM 292447

This part of the East Anglian coast is being straightened by the sea. F ormerly the river
Deben had a much wider estuary: the headlands extended further seawards, and there was a
Roman fort at Walton Castle near the entrance to the estuary. Stonner Point occurs where the
former estuary narrowed. Today, Stonner point is a lowlying promontory, enclosed by a sea
wall projecting from the east bank into the river Deben. On the upstream side is a short
stretch of sand and shingle beach, which would have been a useful landmark and/or landing
place if it was similar in Anglo-Saxon times, since the rest of the estuary sides are of mud
and saltmarsh. In early Anglo-Saxon times it was an important seaway leading to the centre
of the old kingdom of East Anglia at Rendlesham and the Sutton Hoo burial ground (floreat
late sixth, early seventh centuries). This, like three other stan-oras, refers to a shingle spit not
a hill profile.

i1) Orford SFK, TM 422500

ora is rare both as a first element and north of the Thames estuary, but the presence of

another ora in East Anglia (above) increases the likelihood that this name is derived from
ora’ rather than 6ra’, which refers to bog ore. It is another case of an 6ra close to an old port
— Orford itself. It was a busy port in the twelfth century when the castle was built: it already
had a weekly market. In the twelfth century the spit, Orford Ness, was probably much
shorter, ending only slightly south of Orford, and Havergate Island had not yet formed
(according to the quay-side information board): it afforded protection from the easterly
winds, yet did not divert ships unduly. By the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the harbour
was silting up and the spit lengthening, and so the port declined. In Anglo-Saxon times it
would have served the Deben peninsula, and given ready access to Rendlesham. Much of this
coast is fringed by mud and saltmarsh, but at Orford the approaches are marked by the ora, a
ridge that runs from Gedgrave to Orford castle and church, and here the strip of marsh is
narrow. The ford part of the name probably refers to the south-eastern half of the road from
the church to the quay which is raised up above the level of the cottages each side, and would
have been a causeway across a wet area. The ford can hardly have referred to a wide, deep
crossing of the Alde to reach the marsh and shingle wilderness of Orford Ness.
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These are the only two oras north of the Thames estuary so that the fact that they are near
the early Anglo-Saxon centre at Rendlesham and the burial mounds at Sutton Hoo may be
significant.

Seg fig. 8.3 for a map illustrating the next group of names.

111) Bignores KNT, in Dartford, c. TQ 5474

The manor of Portbrugge (Portbridge, al. Bignores) was in existence in the fourteenth
century, but the name is now lost. The alternative name, Portbridge, implies that it was
centred around the crossing of the Roman road, M 1, over the river Darenth since it means,
roughly, “the bridge on the road leading to the town’. A rise running north-south on the
eastern side of the river nearby was probably the 6ra, and would have signified a convenient

landing place, readily accessible from the Thames estuary, and adjacent to the Roman road
system.

iv) Upnor KNT, TQ 758705

Upnor refers to Beacon Hill, or possibly Tower Hill, lying just north (downstream) of
Rochester, the Roman town of Durobrivae, where M 1, the main road from the Kentish ports
to London, crossed the Medway. As any boat came up the Medway through the low-lying
coast plain and salt marshes, the first substantial hills to be seen were those at Lower and
Upper Upnor signalling that Rochester was just a couple of miles upstream around the next
bend. There are three other possible dras beside the Medway. The first edition of the one-
inch map shows a shoal called The Nore at about TQ 9779: earlier mariners’ atlases show
"‘Buoy de Nore’ at the same place, and Waghenaer’s map has ‘de Noer’ printed on the Isle of
Grain.''* Defoe says the English fleet would assemble at the Nore just north of Sheerness
(c.TQ 9679), and that from Rochester Bridge to Black Stakes near Sheemness, a distance of
14 miles, is the ‘safest and best harbour in the world’.'"> Nor Marsh (no spellings) lies on the
southern edge of this stretch. The presence of The Nore and Nor Marsh, probable examples
of ora, in connection with the Medway, a fine sheltered harbour, seems significant, and may
be the reason for the “Up’ of Upnor, which would then have the sense of ‘the 6ra further up-
river’. It is possible that Barksore in Lower Halstow is also an 6ra.''®

v) Oare KNT, TQ 758705

Oare is a village about 1 mile sea-wards of Faversham by a low (50-60 ft) hill rising up
from the coast plain beside a tidal creek now partly silted up and reclaimed. The original port
of Faversham was at Cilling (TR 031663) not far from M 1b, and close to the minor Roman
settlement at Ospringe.''’ Feefer, the first element of Faversham, is believed to be an early
English loan from Latin faber, ‘a craftsman’ or ‘smith’, and if it was borrowed locally and
referred to Romano-British craftsmen in the settlement, would indicate early Anglo-Saxon
contacts with the Romano-British along this stretch of coast.''®

vi) Oar/Ore Farm KNT, TR 226642

Oar Farm is at the foot of a low hill at the northern entrance to the Wantsum Channel, %
mile south of the Roman port of Reculver (Regulbium) and M 110.

vil) Stonar KNT, TR 333585

Stonar lies at the other, eastern, end of the Wantsum Channel, 1 mile south-east of the
Roman port of Richborough (Rutupiae). The Wantsum Channel was open water, and a useful
route from the English Channel to the Thames estuary avoiding the more dangerous way

114 1 ucas Jansz Waghenaer, with introduction by R.A. Skelton, Spieghel Der Zeevaerdt (reprint Amsterdam,
1964), item 23.

1S Defoe, * Tour’, 1, pp. 103, 110.

116 paul Cullen, personal communication.

117 y7alerie Fenwick (ed), The Graveney Boat: a tenth century find from Kent (BAR British Series 53, Oxford,
1978), p. 179.

118 Gelling, *Signposts’, p. 80.
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round the North Foreland. The site of Stonar was destroyed during Richard II's reign (1385)
but, in any case, the configuration of the coast nearby and the course of the Stour in the first
millennium is unknown but certainly different from today. The likelihood is that Stonar was
on a shingle ridge, a little like Stonner Point in Essex.

viii) Argrove KNT, TR 205388

Argrove is a wood, ‘the grove on the ora’ . on the crest of the North Downs escarpment
just north of Folkestone. The Channel Pilot'"” shows a coastal profile using the same
€scarpment as a landmark on the approach to Lympne, Hythe or Folkestone. The Pilot names
Beachborough Copse on the crest which is 2 to 3 miles west of Argrove, but as a
considerable length of scarp crest is dra-shaped when seen from the east or south-east, both
places can be said to be on the 6ra. In Roman/Anglo-Saxon times the 6ra would have
marked the approach to the Roman fort at Portus Lemanis or, in later centuries, to Hythe.

1x) Kitchenour SSX, TQ 870241

Although Kitchenour now lies about six miles inland it was once close to the Rother
estuary opposite the Isle of Oxney. Ships coming up the Rother past Iden could have seen the
ora; 1t 1s not obvious what it signified (see map of Small Hythe: fig 6.17).

x) Cudnor SSX, ¢.TQ 6205

Cudnor is a lost DB manor somewhere in Westham, probably part of the island of higher
ground to the west-north-west of Pevensey. It is not possible to tell from the spellings if this
1s an ora or an ofer, but it is well to the south of the usual range of ofer, and as an éra it
would mark a Roman port at Pevensey (Anderitum) on what would have been a peninsula.
Nearby Bestnover also has inconclusive spellings and is considered under ofer, because
directional ofers do occur in southern England.

x1) Greynore SSX, ¢. TV 6199

Greynore is a lost settlement in Eastbourne. It might refer to the scarp slope of the South
Downs just to the west of the town.

xi1) Sandore SSX, ¢. TV 4899

Sandore is a lost settlement in Seaford. It is likely to have been coastal and signified the
entrance to the Ouse or Cuckmere estuaries.

xii1) Nore Down SSX, TQ 432026

No spellings are given for this place-name in PN SSX. It is on the boundary between
Newhaven and Piddinghoe, and would be visible from the entrance to the Ouse estuary; it is
an appropriate shape.

xiv) The Nore SSX, TQ 160062

The Nore is about 2% miles west of the Adur estuary, and not very helpful to satlors
approaching the estuary. It is more likely to be a warning for east-bound travellers on M 153
that they are approaching the difficult crossing at Portslade.

xv) Stanover Lane SSX, SU 955013

Stanover probably refers to a shingle spit by the mouth of the Aldingbourne Rife, which
was then a small estuary near Bognor.

The next seven belong to the ‘Portsmouth’ group:

xvi-xxii) Bognor SSX, SZ 934990; Chalder SSX, SZ 862992: Eleanor Fm SSX, SZ
779995: Honer SSX, SZ 878992, Itchenor SSX, SU 800006, Keynor SSX, SZ 849977,
The Owers SSX, ¢.SZ 8585

The headland south of Chichester, with West Wittering at the western end and Selsey at
the eastern (hereafter called the Selsey Peninsula), has been subject to the silting up of creeks
so that the original island of Selsey, referred to by Bede in 731, is now joined to the
mainland, but the coast has retreated considerably along the south-eastern and south-western

1% “hannel Pilot, 1, facing p. 298.
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sides of the peninsula. This has implications concerning the reputed landing places of the
early Anglo-Saxons. In the first place, the South Downs can readily be seen from the sea in
the Bracklesham Bay area; the Channel Pilot > shows a nice ora-shaped ridge, part of the
South Downs (possibly Walderton Down?), rising behind Chichester harbour. Similar views
can be had from the settlements with 6ra names on the Selsey Peninsula. The eastern end of
Portsdown can also be seen from the Bracklesham Bay area, with its rounded shoulder. The
argument that the 6ra-named settlements on the Selsey Peninsula are named from the ridge
of the South Downs is still valid although it does not preclude the possibility that 6ra means
sea-shore. However, as noted in chapter 8, a single meaning to the term éra is to be preferred
to two very different meanings.

The Owers, Malt Owers, Middle Owers and Outer Owers are now dangerous shoals off the
Bracklesham Bay coast, and to the south and east of Selsey Bill. Work by Hume-Wallace
reported by Richardson,'”' indicates that sea level was some 18 ft lower here in Roman
times. In spite of this Selsey was an island because the surrounding creeks had not yet silted
up. There was a shingle barrier beach a little over one mile east of the south-eastern coast of
the Selsey Peninsula. Pagham harbour had no eastern mouth, and the barmer beach continued
along the south-western (Bracklesham Bay) coast so that the whole peninsula was more
extensive, although more indented: for instance Keynor Farm was on a creek. Nearly 2 miles
south of the Mixon, The Owers existed as three islands; from them the South Downs éra
would have been visible. The Owers are generally thought to be cymeneséra, the landing
place of Zlle and his three sons as recorded in ASC s.a. 477 (c.f. cerdices 6ra ASC s.a. 495,
514). The use of ora in naming early landing-places of the Saxons links very nicely with the
probable origins of the word as a borrowing from Latin, together with its association with
Roman ports, which were in all likelihood familiar to Saxon pirates.

The next eleven are also members of the ‘Portsmouth’ group.

xxiii-xxxii1) Copnor HMP, SU 660018; Hendy Quay HMP SU 753054; Hoxer HMP,
c. SU 685045; Marker SSX, SU 756023; Nore HMP, SU 738055; Rowner HMP, SU
584016; Sinah Common HMP, SZ 694994; Tourner Bury HMP, SZ 732998; Wicor Farm
HMP, SU 602051

The following, although first evidenced after 1500, are probably examples of 6ra: Gutner
Farm HMP, SU 734023; Tipner HMP, SU 638034; Verner Common HMP, SU 727016

Most of these examples of dra, especially those on Portsea Island, will have been named
from the Portsdown ridge, a prominent feature to the north of Portsmouth and Langstone
Harbours, although the South Downs could also be seen from the most easterly of them. The
ends of Portsdown are rounded, and the ridge certainly flat on top, it makes an acceptable ora
and would certainly enable any sailor to make a landfall near another Roman port,
Portchester, in a haven known to the Saxons as port.

The many ora-named settlements in the Portsmouth area will have been named in the
sense ‘x’s place in sight of the ora’ or ‘the place in sight of the 6ra which is marshy/where
calves are kept’ and so on.

xxx1v) Ower near Fawley HMP, SU 473019

Ower lies at the entrance to Southampton Water on the west bank, and probably refers to
the low hill called Sprat’s Down, Hythe lay on the west bank a little further up. Hamwic, a
busy emporium in the eighth and ninth centuries, was situated at the head of Southampton
Water.

xxxv) Calshot HMP, SU 489025

120 Channel Pilot 1, facing p. 261.
121 A R. Richardson, ‘The Owers, Les Ours, Weembrug and ‘The Old City’: Place-names, History and
Submarine Archaeology’, JEPNS, 33 (Nottingham, 2001), pp. 55-114.

221



The earlijest spellings indicate a derivation from dra, the meaning of the first element is
uncertain. Ceelic ‘cup, chalice’; cealc ‘chalk, limestone’, and an OE personal name ( ‘@/ic,
have all been suggested. 122 Calshot, along with Ower in Fawley, Stansore Point and Needs
Ore Point, could be seen as a member of the group of oras along the shores of Spithead and
the Solent, most of which are named from the ora-shaped hill called Portsdown Portsdown is
certainly easily visible from Calshot and Stansore Point, and the white gash of the modemn
chalk quarry is eye-catching. The absence of chalk at Calshot is not necessarily a bar to the
name being interpreted as ‘chalk-6ra’.

xxxvi) Stansore Point HMP, SZ 464986
This is also called Stone Point. There is a Stone Farm nearby (Stanes in DB) called (ad)
Lapidem by Bede in ¢.731. Stansore was once a spit but is now a bar across a stream, which
cuts off an erstwhile small estuary from the sea. The latter was the site of a Roman port
served by M 423. No early spellings have been noted.

xxxvii) Needs Oar Point HMP, SZ 430976

This is another dra-named spit; it denotes the mouth of the Beaulieu River on the approach
to Lepe. It has not been noted before 1585.

xxxviii-xl) Three of the IOW é6ras face north-west across the Solent, lying as they do on
the north-west coast of the Island. The low ground between/beyond the 6ras mark inlets
where boats could safely be drawn up. The three are:

Bouldnor SZ 373898 .The é6ra is the hill north-west of the settlement, with a shoulder at its
south-western end. Bouldner Cliff is where it drops steeply along its length into the Solent.
One and a half miles to the west is the Yar estuary; today a ferry plies between Yarmouth and
Lymington.

Elmsworth SZ 444921. The ora is ¥; mile north of Elmsworth, and about 1% miles north
of the entrance to Newtown River, a large and sheltered inlet.

Gurnard SZ 480952. The ora is just north of an inlet called Gurnard Luck, now silted up.
The *gyre ‘marsh, mud’ may refer to the alluvium in this inlet. It is opposite Lepe and
Stansore Point, and was, perhaps, the IOW end of a ferry from Lepe.

As the strong tidal streams in the Solent are a hazard it would be important to have well-
known landmarks either side of the Channel so as to be able to check on one’s position.

xl1) Orham IOW, SZ 643882

Orham is most likely to be an earlier name of Bembridge, which would not have been so
named until the building of the bridge over the river Yar in about 1300.'> Bembridge was at
one time on a separate island. The sea was finally excluded from Brading Harbour (which lay
between the Bembridge island and the IOW mainland) in 1880 by the construction of a sea
wall.'** The hamm of Orham refers to some of the lowlying meadow land beside the former
Brading Harbour, while the éra could be either Bembridge Down which could be seen from
far away, or else a lower hill overlooking the hamm at SZ 640875. Either way it was a
landmark for Brading harbour.

xli1) Werrar IOW, SZ 502927

This is not strictly a coastal ora but lies beside the river Medina, and is thought to take its
name from a weir in that river. The river leads towards Carisbrooke, a settlement at the heart
of the island.

xlii) Bure Homage HMP, SZ 185927

This name, ‘by the 6ra’, most hikely refers to the distinctive 6ra-shaped eastern end of
Hengistbury Head, since elsewhere locally the land is flat. Hengistbury guards the entrance
to Christchurch Harbour, which was in former times more accessible and less silted-up, and

122 Richard Coates, The Place-Names of Hampshire (London, 1989), p. 47, CDEPN,, s.n. Calshot.
123 A D. Mills, The Place-Names of the Isle of Wight (Stamford, 1996), p. 27.
124 H J. Osborne White, 4 Short Account of the Geology of the Isle of Wight (London, 1921), p. 174.
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very busy in the late Iron Age, although declining in the Roman period.125 Its profile 1s
shown in the Channel Pilot (facing p.184). The Avon debouched here: its valley led into the
heart of Wessex passing two inland oras en route at Poulner and Radnell Wood, but the route
was not followed by any Roman road (see fig. 8.14 for a view of Hengistbury).

See map: fig. 9.6 for the next group of names.

xliv-xlvi) There are three 6ras on the south side of Poole Harbour in DOR: Ower Farm SY
998855, Goathorn Plantation SZ 015863 and Fitzworth Farm SY 990866. Behind them rise
the Purbeck Hills, flat-topped and with rounded shoulders near Corfe Castle to the west and
Ulwell near Swanage to the east. Ower was the chief port in Purbeck, through which stone
and marble were exported in the middle ages.'*® The Romans also mined Purbeck’s stone and
shale and so may also have used Ower as a port; salt was made in the vicinity in the third and
fourth centuries,'*’ and perhaps this was known to the Saxons.

5 ())(lvii-xlix) Blacknor SY 677715; God Nore SY 690696; Portland Nore (lost) SY 697742,

R.

These three possible oras refer to cliffs on the Isle of Portland. None are mentioned before
1811, but could be older. They are noted here because of the association with another
example of port.

1) Orcombe DEV, SY 022796

This rather late recorded name (1656) refers to a headland at the entrance to the Exe
estuary, which leads up to the Roman town and legionary fortress at Exeter. The peninsula
between the Exe and Clyst gave rise to a charter boundary mark, toppesoran (S 433), which
would indicate the port at Topsham and which river to follow to reach Exeter.

This 1s the western-most known 6ra on the south coast; the port represented by Portiemouth
does not appear to have one. However the series continues on the Bristol Channel coast.

1i-lii) By the Torridge-Taw estuary are Chivenor DEV, SS 503345 and Yarner Wood
DEV, SS 559535

Chivenor is on lowlying, reclaimed ground on the north side of the Taw estuary 3%z miles
downstream of Barnstaple; behind it rise Heanton Punchardon’s hill which would be an
acceptable ora, but behind that the eastern end of Braunton Down (SS 507365) is an even
better one as seen from Horsey Island — much the same view as a sailor would have in the
estuary.

Yarner Wood is on the shoulder of a hill % mile north of Pilton. Pilton is where the river
Taw suddenly widens to become an estuary; it is also the end of an old route, which has
come over Exmoor passing by Loxhore (another ora), and it is one of the fortified towns
listed in the Burghal Hidage.

Chivenor and Yarner are navigation marks enabling one to reach the once important
Pilton and north-west Devon in general.

liii-liv) Kitnor now Culbone SS 843483, Yearnor SS 848476, both SOM

These are both on the steeply-cliffed coast of north Somerset, where safe harbours are few
and far between. Steeply-descending, deep-cut streams slice the cliffs into a series of blocks
with flat tops and rounded shoulders, a recognisably 6ra shape when seen from the sea. The
two blocks immediately west of Porlock are named Yearnor and Kitnor, the former where
eagles soar, the latter where kites do likewise. Once more the 6ras are landmarks enabling
the sailor, from Ireland or South Wales etc, to find the entrance to the port at Porlock.
Yearnor can be seen very well from the track that leads down from Pitt to Porlock; this track
links up with the prehistoric route-ways across Exmoor. (See figs 8.14 and 6.18).

1lv) Capenore SOM, ST 463755

125 Barry Cunliffe, Facing The Ocean (Oxford, 2001), p. 33.
126 Christopher Taylor, Dorset (London, 1970), p. 167, PN DOR 1, pp. 23-4.
127 ) S. Map of Roman Britain.
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Capenore is now engulfed by Portishead; the ora in question is Portishead Down whose
profile can be seen both from the Bristol Channel and across the Gordano valley; it sigmifies
the entrance to the port here, near the mouth of the Avon (see under port, p. 206) On the

;eaward side is another example of Black Nore, but no early spellings are available for it (see
1g. 8.13).

These coastal oras have a strong correlation with examples of places called port by the
early Anglo-Saxons, and with Roman settlements with port functions, as befits a landmark
named with a term borrowed from Latin. Other points indicated by these coastal oras are
sheltered estuaries, especially in Sussex, and other ports such as Hengistbury Head and
Ower. The absence of 6ras from those parts of the coast between important havens, and
where there is no reason to want to make a landfall on a regular basis, supports the idea that

they are important navigational aids to seafarers wishing to reach well-known havens and
landing places.

The inland oras are treated regionally so that those éras referring to a particular route can
be considered together regardless of the county they are in.

2) The oras of South-East England. (See fig. 8.3 for a map)

1) On the east-west route between Pevensey and Chichester, M 140

Wamningore SSX, TQ 374137, is % mile south of M 140 on a small but appropriately
shaped hill. Numerous tracks lead up the scarp slope from M 140 onto the South Downs.
Those near Warningore lead to the cluster of mere settlements: Balmer, Stanmer and Falmer
(see under meres on chalk, vol. 1, pp. 55-6). One would expect these to be by an old route. It
may be that Warningore signifies the beginning of such a one.

Oreham SSX, TQ 224135, is on another low hill, which is crossed by M 140. One and a
half miles to the west is Streatham where the Roman road crosses the Adur. Heath Barn (a
hithe) is 1 mile upstream and Eaton’s Farm 1% miles. Oreham signifies the approach from
the east to this busy waterway.

11) M 14 and M 150, London to Lewes and Hassocks

M 14, the Roman road from London to Lewes, and the neighbouring M 150 run through
the Roman iron-producing areas of the Weald. Bolnore SSX, TQ 320235, although not
evidenced until 1559, appears to be the ‘bull’s 6ra’, and lies astride the Roman road M 150.
Just to the north are Awell Barn (see vol., 1, p. 58), River’s Farm (see p. 239), Bursteye
Farm, Casteye Wood, Pilstye Farm and Pipstye Fields (see p. 186), indicating an area much
frequented. The other Roman road, M 14, passes Millbrook in Maresfield, a ninth century
Saxon iron-working site, and goes on to Hodore SSX, TQ 467356, and then Tugmore Shaw
SSX, TQ 458373 two small ridges either side of the Medway. Tugmore Shaw was the site of
Roman iron ore diggings.'”® Further down the Medway where it becomes navigable is
Ashour KNT, TQ 547441: for craft coming upstream it marks the confluence with the Eden
where a choice between routes must be made. Vexour KNT, 1s a small ridge beside the Eden
at TQ 511453. Another 6ra, Nore Hill, occurs where M 14 crosses the Pilgrims Way.

iii) Stane Street, M 15, London to Chichester

Leaving Chichester, the first important landmark is at Bignor (see p. 239). Rowner SSX,
TQ 072269, is a low hill by the river Arun where it approaches to within 1 mile of the Roman
road. Nowhurst SSX, TQ 129323, is a low ridge between the Arun and one of its tributaries,
visible from the river or to the southbound traveller. It would, however be more use to a
northbound traveller to warn him of the bifurcation of the Roman road at Rowhook a mile to
the north. The destination of the branch road, M 151, is thought to be the Harroway at

128 Henry Cleere and David Crossley, The Iron Industry of the Weald (Leicester, 1985), pp. 85-7
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Newlands Corner. Radnor SRY, TQ 103425, refers to Holmbury Hill, a steep hill in the
greensand escarpment, and visible from the Roman roads.

1v) The Pilgrims Way, east of Dorking

The intersections of the Pilgrims Way with the Roman roads leading to the south coast are
marked by oras; where it is crossed by M 15, Stane Street, The Nower SRY, TQ 157845, in
the south-west quadrant of the carfax could be seen from both the Pilgrims Way and the
Roman road west of the river Mole: for those travelling east or north it warns of the
intersection. Nower Wood SRY, TQ 195548, in the north-east quadrant would warn the
sout:h-bound traveller on Stane Street of the approaching crossing of the Mole, followed by
the intersection with the Pilgrims Way. The crossing of the M 150 is not marked by an 6ra,
but the next intersection is marked by Nore Hill SRY, TQ 380573, on the same ridge as
Chelsham Court and visible to south-bound travellers on M 14 just before the intersection, or
to eastbound travellers on the Pilgrims Way. The Nower at Brasted KNT, TQ 465573 is a
ridge beside the Pilgrims Way midway between M 14, and the crossing of the Darent at
Otford and the nearby hyth at Riverhead. The Darent gap is easily visible from The Nower,
(some spellings suggest this is an ofer).

v) Miscellaneous

Bicknor KNT, TQ 861589, is in the wooded country of the North Downs dip-slope
between M 1 and the Pilgrims Way. Icknor’s site is unknown but was in similar country only
2 or 3 miles away. The ora at Lynsore Court KNT, would not be visible from the Roman
road — it, t0o, is on the dip slope of the North Downs. The lost Sidney KNT, ¢.TQ 9047, is in
chart country. They are not associated with any well-known old routes, but these areas are
threaded through by lanes leading from the coast plain settlements to their pastures (denns) in
the Wealden Forest, so it is possible that they were landmarks on some of these, although it
does not explain why a select few of these routes should be so marked.

3) The oras of the Berkshire Downs

An old route, thought to be a Romanised ridge-way, called Old Street runs north-south
across the Berkshire Downs. It can easily be located running from the Great Ridgeway at SU
443850 to a point near Peasemore, SU 470770, where it bifurcates; one branch going down
the Winterbourne valley to Speen — a settlement whose name derives from the Latin spinis,
‘at the thorn bushes’. At the mouth of the Winterbourne valley at the confluence with the
Lambourn and 1 mile from Speen, is Bagnor BRK, SU 451694. This lies at the south-eastern
end of a 2 mile long ridge which has Boxford BRK, at the north-western end, SU 4297 16.
This ridge is the 6ra referred to in the two names. It can be used as a guide to reach the
Winterbourne valley from the north, or to enter the valley from the south. The other branch
of Old Street going south passes Oareborough Hill, probably the ‘lookout hill’, heading for
the hill on which Grimsbury Castle stands with Oare BRK, SU 505739, at its foot. Parts of
both of these routes are referred to as herepeeths in charter boundary clauses.'”” The middle
part of Old Street is close to Peasemore, Catmore and Stanmore; three settlements in this dry
chalk country with ponds (meres). Near Catmore a track branches north-east from Old Street
passing Woolvers Barn BRK, SU 470803, whose ora is Yewtree Hill, and then follows the
dry valley down to the Great Ridgeway where the latter crosses the old A 34 - the main route
from Southampton to the midlands via Oxford. The northward-heading track follows a
herepeeth to the springs at Ginge, called in the charter boundary ‘@ewylma’. 10 Wantage is 3
miles away.

4) The oras of the Chilterns

These fall into five groups:

129 pN BRK, Map group B (a).
130 pN BRK, Map group F
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1) The orus of the Icknield Way

Thg route of the Icknield Way is marked by dras and ofers from the Streatley-Goring
crossing of the Thames as far north-east as Hitchin HRT. The series starts with Great Chalk
%(Chelcm an) OXF, SU 623803, and refers to the spur to the west of the wood. It would

c Vlslble to a traveller coming north from Silchester on M 160c, and warn of the river
Crossing and road junction at Streatley. On the other hand Bixmoor Wood OXF, SU 655863,
can be seen from the Icknield Way looking south from near Ewelme, and could give the
sputhbound traveller warning of the same crossing. It is, like several other oras, close to a
linear earthwork, Grim’s Ditch, some 3% miles long lying athwart the Way.

The Lewknor 6ra is Beacon Hill OXF, SU 715976, seen at intervals from the Icknield
Way near Swyncombe Downs northwards. The Chinnor 6ra is Wain Hill, OXF SU 756009,
an exqellent landmark seen looking north from the Way near Crowell. The Way changes
(_hrec'uon here to negotiate the Princes Risborough gap. The southbound traveller would find
1t equally helpful to ensure he reached the route along the scarp foot again after passing the
gap. The Chinnor 6ra can be seen from many parts of the Vale of Aylesbury.

Near Tring, the Icknield Way crosses Akeman Street M16a (St Albans to Cirencester), and
Albury Nowers HRT, c. SP 953133, comes into view across a gap in the line of the scarp
slope. Here the Way crosses a minor road M 169b, leading through Wing and Stewkley, and
a Grim’s Ditch contours round Pitstone Hill alias Albury Nowers’ éra. Shortly afterwards
there 1s another wind gap in the escarpment at Dagnell, and the lost Buckleshore BDF, lies in
the panish of Studham on the far side: the most likely location for Buckleshore is the hill
upon which the Whipsnade lion is carved at SP 996177: a minor Roman road, M 169, to St
Albans makes use of this windgap. The Icknield Way then passes through Limbury north of
Luton and out of the area where oras occur and into ofer territory. Near Hitchin it passes
Oughton Head (an @wiell), and then Highover Farm HRT, TL 197307 (an ofer) where M
210, a minor Roman road, comes through a wind gap heading for Shefford and Bedford.

These oras are more readily seen by northbound than southbound travellers on the Icknield
Way. They are also seen well from the Vale of Aylesbury. Several occur where minor
Roman roads make use of windgaps through the Chilterns and so mark minor road junctions.
Neither of the junctions with Akeman Street or Watling Street is marked by an ora.

i) The oras of the central Chilterns

The tree cover and the strong relief in the heart of the Chilterns mean that there are few
distant views, and that one can rarely see the profile of the ridges and spurs, so it is not easy
to see why there should be five dras here, nor easy to pick out the features they refer to.
There are no Roman roads in the vicinity, although there would have been many tracks.
However, in common with several other oras, there are two long Grim’s Ditches nearby.
One, north-west of Chesham, is about 7 miles long running round three sides of a square:
within this, long narrow ridges run down to Chesham, five of them with 4rycg place-names,
and one with Pednor BUC, SP 923032, and Ballinger BUC, SP 912030, both oras, on it, by
following this ridge one would reach one end of the Grim’s Ditch.

The other Grim’s Ditch is about 5% miles long around three sides of a square centred
around Speen. Honor End Farm BUC, SP 862018, is at one end of the ditch, Courns Wood
BUC, SP 844985, near the other end, while Denner BUC, SP 856000, refers to a valley that
runs into the heart of the area. It has been suggested that the area within the Grim’s Ditches
was used for cattle-rearing, being on clay-with-flints, whilst the area beyond, on chalk, was
arable country; this would imply that the country was less wooded then than it is now. The
bank and ditch separated the two."”" A possible reason for the Anglo-Saxon interest in the

131 Richard Bradley, “The South Oxfordshire Grim’s Ditch and its Significance’, Oxoniensia, 33 (1968), pp. 1-13.
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area was the presence of cattle - they might have been rustling cattle from the local
inhabitants,

ii1) Pinner and Nower Hill MDX

Pinner, TQ 123898, is the settlement at the foot of Nower Hill, TQ 128896, a small feature
by a 2'2 mile long Grim’s Ditch. This is thought to separate heavy clay soils to the north-
west from lighter soils to the south-east, and perform the same function as the mid-Chiltern
Grim’s Ditches (supra).

iv) Hedsor BUC

Hedsor, SU 915870, is at the confluence of the Wye and the Thames, a substantial hill
easily visible from the west. It marks the crossing of the Silchester to St Albans road, M 163,
over the Thames."*? The hjth at Maidenhead may have benefited from this landmark too.

v) The Knightsbridge Lane éras

An old route ran from Oxford via Pyrton and Assendon to Henley-on-Thames. It could be
used as an overland alternative to a longer, slower voyage along the Thames. The old estate
of Readanoran (now Pyrton) and its woodland encompasses much of the route. Starting from
Hithe Bridge Street on the Thames in Oxford, the first landmark to aim for would be
Shotover OXF, SP 5606, which would have been visible before the city was built up. The
spellings for Shotover show confusion between ra and ofer combined with *scéot ‘steep’, as
indeed it 1s where the Old Road (to London) climbs the hill, having just crossed the Roman
road, M 160b, Dorchester to Alchester. There are good views of Shotover’s profile from
many points along this Roman road as well as from the old London to Worcester road near
Beckley, where it intersects with the M 160b. From Shotover Plain, just before the descent
into Wheatley, can be seen the ridge with Golder and Clare on it, and behind that the Chiltern
escarpment with Chinnor showing up well as a rounded shoulder, and Lewknor - a less
effective ora as it is seen head-on here. In the nearer distance is the crossing of the Thame at
Wheatley Bridge referred to as a herepeethford in the Cuddesdon charter of 956 (S 587).
Once across the Thame the route followed Sworford Lane into Great Milton. Here the trail is
lost until Little Haseley where it can be picked up again as it crosses the Haseley Brook at
hafocgelad (see gelad, p. 188). This is an unusual gelad because it refers to a small stream,
not a sizeable flood-prone river. The problem at hafocgelad is mud: the ground stays sticky
and ill-drained for a long while after a wet period. The presence of old quarries on a tin?/
sliver of limestone at Upper Standhill OXF, (SP 653002) known as stan-gedelf in 1002 33
suggests that stones were placed on the track by the crossing to make the surface firmer. The
track heads for the Golder-Clare OXF (SU 666977 and SU 674985), and the Chinnor-
Lewknor OXF (SP 756009 and SU 715976), oras, the latter disappearing from view as the
former draws near. Once the crest of the Golder-Clare ora is reached the Chilterns come into
view again. The track leads down to Knightsbridge where it crosses two small streams on the
approach to Pyrton, earlier readanoran. "4 This red 6ra may be the small hill at Mount Tree
— it has the reddest soil around (but see below). At Pyrton, Knightsbridge Lane crosses the
Lower Icknield Way, a Roman road heading for Dorchester,"*” this is probably what the 6ra
is signalling. The track then climbs Watlington Hill whence can be seen the route in reverse —
Pyrton, the Golder-Clare ridge and Shotover. The track follows a ridge down the dip slope of
the Chilterns, past Hollandridge Farm where there are two ponds. Soon the Stonor OXF, SU
743892, ora comes into view and marks the point where the track leaves the ridge-way to
follow the valley bottom through the Assendons: the name means ‘long valley of the asses’,
and may well refer to pack animals using the route. The Assendon valley leads right down to

132 v/jatores, ‘Roman Roads’, p. 147.

133 1002 (13"), $902, for Little Haseley.

134 887 S217, SU 6895.

135 ¢ Morris, G. Hargreaves and R P _F. Parker, ‘The Lower Icknield Way’, Oxoniensia, 33 (1968), pp. 14-21.
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Henley, where there was thought to have been a ford (and possibly even a Roman bridge)
over the Thames,"*® and 2 miles further on to Bolney, the ‘bullock’s hithe’. The route is just
as usefully marked by éras when used in the other direction.

Madelaine Hammond,"’ 7 writing about the readanoran estate, suggests that the red ora
refers to the red soil (the clay-with-flints) on top of the Chilterns, that readanoran refers to a
large estate within which Pyrton developed, and that Pyrton village is not to be equated with
(eadaqoran. This would mean that Mount Tree is not the readanoran as suggested above. It
1s admittedly not a good example of an ora, although it is in an appropriate place. The charter
also .mentions a colanora, a feature on the scarp slope, while a lauenora with denu added
survives as Launders Farm OXF, SU 728928, referring to a valley linking Hollandridge Lane
to an old droveway from Watlington which leads to the pastures near Northend.

vi) Cumnor BRK

This is best seen from the west, especially from tracks heading towards the Thames
crossing at Swinford. Thereafter the route goes over Wytham Hill to Oxford.

5) The oras of Hampshire

1) The Portsmouth road
The London to Portsmouth road is not thought to be a Roman road, but nevertheless seems to
be an old route passing through Kingston on Thames, crossing the Wey at Guildford, then
passing close to Peper Harrow, Tuesley and Thursley all centres of pagan Anglo-Saxon
worship, before negotiating the complex of hills around Hindhead, after which, just off the
road, some vigorous springs are commemorated in the name Waggoners Wells (‘the springs
by Waca’s ora, SU 859343). In later centuries, this part was considered so dangerous a route
that an alternative one through Haslemere was often used; there are two oras in Haslemere
Wakemills at SU 888324 and the lost Haslehurst (c. SU 9033). The road passes through
Liphook and thence to Petersfield. Two miles to the west the traveller would see a steep and
much indented escarpment in the chalk with several projecting spurs having ora names: Noar
Hill near Empshott (SU 748317), Farrow Hill near Hawkley (SU 738291), Wheatham Hill
(the sceafies oran of S619, SU 745275), and of Stonor Hill and House (SU 728259) near
Steep, while in nearby Langrish is the lost Lindsor Copse (c. SU 7024). A traveller
journeying from Portsmouth to Oxford would have to leave the Portsmouth to London road
at Sheet near Petersfield, and climb over the steep Stonor Hill, whose dra would be a useful
landmark to the northbound traveller."”® The London-Portsmouth route then ran north-south
through Buriton: the gap in the South Downs here is marked by Wolver Wood (SU 744138),
and it is here that the Portsmouth road crosses the South Hampshire Ridge-way, which runs
from Winchester over nearby Butser Hill (Bright’s ora, SU 715204), and then along the crest
of the South Downs past Wolver Wood.

i1) The Lunway

This may well be a prehistoric track running east from Old Sarum across the Test at
Stockbridge (perhaps earlier called White Sombourne before the bridge was built). A stretch
north of Winchester is recorded as the lunden herepeeth in the Crawley charter, S 381.
Further east it is referred to as Lunden weg in the Easton charter, S 695. This stretch crosses
M 42 the Silchester to Winchester road: the cross roads is marked by Shroner Wood (SU
520356), then it crosses the Condover Stream at Totford and runs parallel to, and north of,
Bugmore Hill HMP (SU 595377). Bugmore Hill is recorded as Bucgan oran in the Candover
charter, S 360, concerning a grant of land at Micheldever, and the route-way is called widan
herpathe. On the south side of Bugmore Hill are two routes leading from Winchester to

136 £ . Malpas, ‘Roman Roads South and East of Dorchester on Thames’, Oxoniensia, 52 (1987), p. 29.

137 Madelaine Hammond, ‘The Anglo-Saxon Estate of Readanora and the Parish of Pyrton, Oxfordshire’,
Oxoniensia, 63 (1998), pp. 23-42.

138 cochrane, ‘Lost’, p. 183.

228



London; one described by Ogilby (plate 5) and one descrnibed by Cochrane: 149 shortly
afterwards the Axford 6ra HMP, SU 610434, would come into view. Three or four miles
further on near Herriard the Lunway would join the Harroway (one of the routes south of
Bugmore Hill), and what may have been an old east-west route through Axford itself as it is
followed by parish boundaries for five miles before joining the Harroway. Herriard means
“army enclosure’ - a good situation at the meeting point of a number of routes from which to
sally forth. Coates'*’ suggests it might have been a Danish camp in the ninth century.

i11) Winchester-Alton-Guildford: an alternative route to i) above, going by Farnham

Cochrane describes a road from Winchester towards Farnham and thence Bagshot or
Guildford, which passes by Alton and goes through Farringdon and East Worldham, and
ends at Binsted, running on the south side of the Wey.'*' He suggests this may be older than
the better-known route along the north bank. He offers no suggestion as to where the road
may continue north of Binsted. There are, however, four éras/yfres which could indicate the
course of this lost route: Monk Wood HMP, SU 742394 (yfre), marks its crossing with the
Roman road M 155, Silchester to Chichester: a little north of Binsted it would have passed
River Hill Farm HMP, SU 789411 (yfre): just south of Farnham is a lost Cockner SUR, ¢.SU
8544, thought to be between Farnham and Tilford, and therefore close to the crossing of the
river Wey: the route would have passed within a mile or so of Compton, headed across
Crooksbury Common to Britty Hill SUR, SU 903453, then past another Compton before
linking up with the Pilgrims Way (Hogs Back route) to the crossing at Guildford.

1v) The New Forest

There are three oras in the vicinity of Lyndhurst: Cuffnels Farm HMP, SU 287075;
Ramnor Enclosure HMP, SU 312047, and Brinkens Wood HMP, SU 275057: they are not
near a known Roman road. However, if the Roman road M 424, from Fritham to Stony Cross
and a little beyond, was to continue on the same alignment it would pass between Brinken
Wood and Cuffnels Farm, and then pass through Ramnor Enclosure en route for the coast
opposite the Isle of Wight.

v) Hengistbury to Salisbury

The port at Hengistbury is marked by a coastal ora, Bure Homage; thence a route leads up
the Avon valley on the eastern side. Close to Ringwood there is a cross roads with the Roman
road, M 422, from Winchester to Lake Farm (north of Poole Harbour), this is marked by
Poulner HMP, SU 163066. The route could cross the Avon at Fordingbridge or further north
at Charford or Downton, and then follow a downland track to Combe Bissett, Homington or
Odstock to cross the Ebble, and so to Wilton or Salisbury/Old Sarum. There were many
tracks over open downland: the one from Fordingbridge via Whitsbury passed through
Radnall Wood HMP, SU 137172 and was particularly favoured. A more westerly branch
through Damerham passed Ryvers Copse WLT, SU 097158 (yfre).

vi) Brickworth and Ivory Copse

These are both in Whiteparish through which ran the Ogilby route from London to
Weymouth (plate 53). Cochrane'*? comments on its tortuous course in this locality and
wonders if it could be much older. The presence of an ora and an yfre nearby suggests that
this may have been a junction with another old route, such as a ridge-way along Dean Hill, or
a route from Totton (Southampton) to Old Sarum.

vii) Ower in Eling

The settlement is beside the Roman road from Winchester to Stony Cross M 422, near to
the point where it would be crossed by the Totton-Old Sarum route suggested above. The

139 cockrane, ‘Lost’, p. 65; Ogilby, ‘Britannia’, plate 5.
190 Coates, ‘Hampshire’, pp. 91-2.

141 cockrane, ‘Lost’, p. 83.

142 cockrane, ‘Lost’, p. 128.

229



1OC.ati0n of the dra is not evident because road engineering has so modified the already slight
relief and the viewpoints have been destroyed.

6_) The oras and yfres of Wiltshire

1) The Wardour area (see fig. 8.5)

An old ridge-way, in part a Saxon herepceth, called Salisbury Way ran from Harnham near
Salisbury westwards, descended White Sheet Hill, and proceeded to Shaftesbury. In parts it
came close to the scarp slope from which could be seen the steep curved slopes of the
embayments called Burcombe-, Compton- and Sutton Ivers, WLT, SU 050293, SU 025280,
ST 987264 it is notable that one is a cumb-tiin. A similar feature, Ivers Wood WLT, ST
954217, occurs in Berwick St John, just to the south, where the Great Ridgeway follows the
high ground. The Salisbury Way is crossed by the Roman road from Badbury (Vindocladia)
to Bath (M 46/M 52) at Ludwell. The latter road is described by Margary as far north as
Donhead St Mary, where 1t passes through a knot of hills with a cluster of five oras, enabling
a traveller to find his way from any direction. Going north-north-east from the Roman road
near Ludwell, following the Nadder through Donhead St Mary, one would be guided by
Nower Copse WLT, ST 925255, and Wardour WLT, ST 927269 (a look-out point and royal
vill) on the right, and by a poorly shaped 6ra, Round Hill (beorc oran, S 582), ST 915261,
on the left. Going north-north-west from Ludwell, Barker’s Hill (St Bartholomew’s Hill, the
lind oran of S582), ST 905256, on the right and a very steep slope, Donhead Chft, on the
left, guide one along the Roman road to Semley. The south-bound traveller near Semley
would aim between Barker’s Hill (/ind 6ran) and Gutch Common (reoches oran S582), ST
894259, although the latter is best seen from the east or west. Neither /ind oran nor beorc
oran are good examples of oras, only lind oran when viewed from the north has the
distinctive ora shape: this may have contributed to their falling out of use.'”?

ii) Oare and Martinsell

The Great Ridgeway, running north towards Avebury, crosses the Vale of Pewsey passing
through Alton Barnes and Priors (@
wiell) before climbing the steep escarpment at Adam’s Grave. A couple of miles to the east a
route coming north up the Avon valley also climbs the escarpment passing through Draycot
FitzPayne (dreg-cot) and thence to Marlborough. The view of Huish Hill to the east is of an
exceptionally fine ora overlooking Oare village (SU 158630). A little further east 1s
Martinsell Hill (SU 176640); an old road climbs the scarp here en route to Marlborough. It
seems likely that several old routes traversed the Vale of Pewsey, crossing streams at
Wilsford and Manningford before climbing the escarpment, and using one of the tracks over
the Marlborough Downs. All would have to cross the long east west earthworks of Wansdyke

7) The dras of the West Country

i) The oras of east Devon: Gobsore, Nower Farm and Horner Hill near Homiton

These three ras relate to the Roman road M 4f, between Exeter, Honiton, Axminster and
Dorchester, and to several old ridgeways. Approaching Honiton from Exeter, 1.e. east-bound,
Gobsore, SY 153987, on a northern spur off the tableland between Sidmouth and Honiton,
can be seen. The significant points here are the access southwards up Gittisham Hill to the
tableland, and the good ridgeway along the top which is reached elsewhere around the
perimeter at steep climbs up Waxway, Chinway and Farway (see under wég, p. 180-1, and
fig. 3.10). North of the Roman road a track leads over the ‘longford’, now Langford Bridge,
up onto the northern tableland between Honiton and the Blackdown Hills: this upland too is
accessed by several wegs around its perimeter. After climbing Honiton Hill the Roman road
heads off for a crossing of the Axe just south of Axminster. From near Shute Hill, Nower

143 G B. Grundy, ‘Saxon land Charters of Wiltshire’, Archaeological Journal, 77 (1920), p. 41; Bernard
Berry, A Lost Roman Road (London, 1963), pp. 15-6, 21-2.
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Farm ST 260003, can be seen: a warning that a couple of miles further on there are crossings
of the Yarty and Axe, and then a crossroads with the Fosse Way. The west bound traveller on
seeing Nower would be warned of a hill-top route over Stockland Hill from which Nower
and Horner Hill (ST 250020) are easily seen. These three 6ras mark an area where the
traveller has many options open to him; to go north along the Fosse Way, east to Dorchester,
west to Exeter, or to use the hilltop routes north or south.

i1) The 6ras of south Devon

) It is tempting to see these as markers on a route from Exeter to Portlemouth, but this is not
the case.

In south Devon, the Anglo-Saxon burh of Halwell was situated on high ground where a
number of ridgeways converged: Horner SX 766543, is 1 mile away. The hill above Horner
was the highest point locally, and therefore a good marker for the routes to Halwell
approaching from Totnes or Buckfast described by Slater.'*

The road from Exeter to Plymouth, described by Ogilby (plate 27), part of the London to
Lands End route, after crossing the Teign and Bovey, headed into higher ground through a
gap marked by Rora’s ora, SX 801743, and Ingsdon Hill.

Three miles north-west of Rora lies Yarner in Bovey Tracy (its spellings showing the
occasional ofer form) SX 775782. It refers to a spur of high ground jutting south-east from
Haytor Down at the foot of which were magnetite mines worked at least as early as sixteenth
century - just possibly the reason for the interest in the area.'®’

Yamner Beacon, encircled by streams, is near Dartington, SX 777620. In the middle ages
tin from east Dartmoor had to be shipped out through Dartmouth. The alluvial tin deposits
near Buckfastleigh would have come through Dartington and Totnes on their way to
Dartmouth. There was also an important crossing of the Dart at Staverton. Yarner may have
been connected with either or both of these routes.'*

Hazard: it is not clear what Hazard indicates unless there was a route west from Totnes.

It is difficult to account for some of these south Devon éras. The suggested links with
mineral deposits are made because of the other apparent links of 6ra and ofer with iron, lead,
salt and gypsum deposits elsewhere. John Maddicott'” has suggested that, particularly
during the time of the Viking raids when trade with the Continent was so disrupted, the
Anglo-Saxon kings looked towards western Wessex for their source of wealth, and exploited
the reserves of tin and copper. However, there may be alternative explanations for the
presence of the oras.

iii) The oras of north Devon and west Somerset

This area is dominated by the uplands of Exmoor and the Brendon Hills, the fringes of
which are dissected by deep-cut, wooded valleys. These did not make good routeways, even
today few have routeways of any importance in them: many stretches have no roads at all.
The easiest routes followed the interfluves and led up to long distance tracks over Exmoor
and the Brendons. There are a few place-names suggesting which routes were in use in
Anglo-Saxon times.

The coastal 6ras of Chivenor and Yarner Wood mark the sea route to a haven near Pilton,
giving access to the western end of the region. From Pilton a route to the hilltop tracks is
suggested by the presence of Loxhore DEV (SS 616387), which marks the place where the
route, having come through Waytown and Shirwell, has to cross the deep valley of the niver
Yeo It is also where a feeder road from Smythapark comes in. The route goes on to

144 Glater, ‘Controlling’, pp. 57-88.

145 yohn W. Perkins, GeologyExplained: Dartmoor and the Tamar Valley (Newton Abbot, 1972), p. 95.

146 perkins, ‘Geology’, p. 30; LK. Elmhirst, ‘Some Aspects of the History of Dartington Hall’, Transactions of
the Devonshire Association, 91 (1959), p. 22.

147 Maddicott, ‘Trade’, p. 25fF.
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Blackmore Gate. A second route up onto Exmoor is suggested by the presence of Bicknor
(S_S 741274) at the end of a ridge route leading to Sandyway Cross (SS 792332). A possible
third route went from Oldways End following the county boundary through Anstey to Five
Cross Ways, and on again to Sandyway Cross, whence a track leading north-west picks up
the county boundary for 6 or 7 miles.

Further east a herepeeth'*® runs along the crest of the Brendons and may link up with the
Quantock ridgeway. It is crossed by an Ogilby route (plate 65) running from Exeter to
Duns?er, passing near to Stowey Farm and Old Stowey (SS 9538), a steep weg although not
mentioned as early as DB.

The coastal 6ras of Kitnor and Yearnor indicate the haven at Porlock. There was probably
a route linking it to the tracks over Exmoor, and that up the valley to Hawkcombe Head,
from which there are views of Yearnor, is a possibility.

Oare DEV, is said by Ekwall to derive from a river name, but Watts derives it from 6ra
and says 1t refers to the same landform as Kitnor (Culbone), presumably meaning Culbone
Hill. However, as described above, Kitnor probably refers to a coastal headland, not Culbone
Hill. Oare could not refer to this coastal feature, and it is probably better to follow Ekwall’s
interpretation here.

Galsworthy DEV, SS 400160 is south-south-west of Bideford, and rather isolated from
other indicative place-names so it is not clear which route it is indicating, although Grundy
postulates a ridge route from Barnstaple via Sticklepath, Great Torrington, Stibbs Cross and
Galsworthy to the coast near Clovelly. However, there is insufficient place-name evidence to
confirm this as a route.

Various other authors including Grundy, Whybrow and Eardley-Wilmott, have sought to
identify routes over and around Exmoor. They have used a variety of evidences such as
archaeological features, old boundaries (forest, county, parish), old accounts of journeys and
Ogilby routes but rarely place-names other than herepceth and ford. Nonetheless some of
their proposed routes tie in well with those proposed here, and fill in the gaps in the
routeways where the place-name evidence is absent. These are shown as ‘other routes” on the
map of South-West England (fig. 9.6). The one through Galsworthy derives from Grundy and
the others from Eardley-Wilmott."”

It is not easy to identify the routes to which the oras and ofer of Devon and Somerset refer,
nor always the precise hills. The countryside is such a tumbled mass of hills and valleys
laced by an intricate network of little lanes that it is hard to pick out any important routes,
certainly from map-work alone. The routeways need to be studied by someone thoroughly
familiar with this type of ‘ancient countryside’.

8) The dras and ofers of the Midlands

The use of 6ra extends northwards into the territory of the Hwicce, a people of Anglian
stock with perhaps some Saxon admixture: elsewhere ora gives way to ofer.

i) The Droitwich salt ways

Salt was being extracted from the brine springs at Droitwich during the Iron Age, Roman
and Anglo-Saxon periods; indeed, DB records many places with salt rights at Droitwich. In
order to distribute the salt a network of routeways radiated from Droitwich; they are
described in PN WOR,"*! and the same lettering system is followed here. Many of the routes
are marked by dras and ofers. Route E to Alcester and Stratford is particularly well marked:
it starts with Pridzor WOR, SO 910633, in Droitwich at the junction of M 180 to
Birmingham and M 56b to Alchester,; proceeds by Hadzor WOR, SO 915625, where route F
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148 Grundy, ‘Highways Somerset’, pp. 283-88.
199 Grundy, ‘Highways Devon’, pp. 141-3.

150 Eardley-Wilmot, ‘Exmoor’, fig. 4.

151 pPN.WOR, pp. 5-9.
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branched off south; passes Becknor WOR, SO 948615 (now identified with Broughton
Court, byt formerly thought to be in Feckenham),"”? where Madam’s Hill stands out and must
be the ofer; Mere Green and its pond are on the salt way nearby: Berrow Hill is the next ofer.
commemorated in the name Noah’s Green WOR, SO 006613, (it is probably an ofer but no
spellings are available for it). Between Madam’s Hill and Berrow Hill a Roman road, M569,
takes off north-west near Hanbury. Where salt way E crosses M 18, Ryknild Street, at
Alcester is Oversley Green WAR, SP 095568, referring to a pair of hills 1 mile to the south-
cast, readily visible from both roads. If, at Alcester, the traveller turned north along Ryknild
Street he would pass Spernall WAR, SP 087622, on his right; the first element is speeren
‘made of chalk or plaster’.!>® The Geological Survey Memoir for Redditch'* notes that
gypsum is abundant locally in the Mercia Mudstone (earhier Keuper Marl), for instance, at
Spernall, where the beds were 25 metres below the Arden Sandstone which produces the hill
that is the Spernall ofer. Gypsum is rarely seen in natural exposures because it is soluble, but
at Spernall it can be seen in veins or as nodules below the weathered zone: it was mined in
more recent centuries. The Anglo-Saxons were familiar with gypsum plaster: it was used in
Rochester cathedral in the ninth century,'** and they must have known of the deposits at
Spernall to have named the ofer after them. Returning to salt way E, Haselor WAR, SP
124579, has its church built prominently atop a small ofer, not visible from the salt way, but
from the old road from Buckingham to Bridgnorth (Ogilby plate 23). Salt way E then goes to
Stratford on Avon passing as it does so a dreeg-tiin and a windlesoran.

Salt route A leads south on the M 180 from Droitwich past Hadzor and branches left at
Martin Hussingtree (a mere-titn) to Pinvin whence Pershore’s ra can be seen — the osiers of
the name a reminder of the river Avon and its flood plain to come (SO 947457). The river is
crossed at Perryford and the salt way heads south parallel to, and west of, Haselor Hill WOR,
SP 010420. From here the western side of Dumbleton Hill'*® (Washbourne Hill, SP 003349)
can be seen with its typical 6ra shape. The charter of 930 for Dumbleton, S 404, refers to
daganoran, evidently the part called Alderton Hill). The profile is equally good in the reverse
direction, and would indicate the point to turn north having descended the Cotswold scarp
through Stanway (see p.179). Proceeding south and east through Stanway and up through
Lidcombe Wood, a (non-salt) route goes due east past the Guiting @wielm'’ heading for
Moreton in Marsh and passing the Batsford 6ra GLO, SP 187338 (fig. 8.12), shortly before
the junction with the Fosse Way. However, salt route A climbs the scarp at Hailes going over
Salters Hill, passes Salperton (OE Salpretune), crosses the Fosse Way, goes through Coln St
Aldwyn to reach Lechlade, and then there is the possibility of using the Thames for transport.

Salt route B on approaching Worcester passes a lost Over WOR, ¢.SO 8559, in North
Claines, 1t then follows the east bank of the Severn south to Tewkesbury.

Salt route L leads into Herefordshire, over the Malverns, past Eastnor HRE, SO 731372,
and on to Ross.

11) The ofers south of Gloucester

The Roman road from Gloucester to Sea Mills, M 541, passes Moreton Valence and
Moreton Standish heading south-west along the Vale of Berkeley. As the terrain becomes
more hilly it passes through Buckover GLO, ST 663903, which is just over one mile from

12 Christopher Dyer, Hanbury: Settlement and Society in a Woodland Landscape (English Local History
Occasional Series, 1v, Leicester, 1991), p. 32.

153 Smith, ‘Elements’, 2, p. 134.

134 O1d etc., ‘Redditch’, p. 58.

135 Andrew Coburn, Eric Dudley and Robin Spence, Gypsum Plaster: its Manufacture and Use (London,
1989), p. 2.

13¢ This sub-circular hill mass is made up of Dumbleton Hill, Alderton Hill and Washbourne Hill.

157 §1335; Cutsdean, 977 (11c.)
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Morton in Thornbury (fig. 8.13). It continues through Over GLO, ST 588825, and close to
Compton Greenfield before descending to the Avon at Sea Mills (4bona)
~ Lineover GLO, SO 986186, and Scottsquarr GLO, SO 840088, are both atop the deeply
indented scarp slope of the Cotswolds, likely to mark places with a track up/down the hill.
Elmore GLO, SO 788153, on the bank of the Severn is an indicator for sailors rather than
overland travellers.
Over in Highnam GLO, SO 807196, is on a low ridge between the rivers Leadon and
Severn where a causeway carries the Roman road from Gloucester, M 61, on its way to the
Forest of Dean.

Ashford Mill in west Oxfordshire, SP 385156, is on Akeman Street M 16b, where it
crosses the Evenlode.

ii1) The éras and ofers of Herefordshire and the Church Stretton valley

The Roman road from Ariconium to Ashton near Leominster M 613, passes within 1 mile
of Totnor HRE, SO 597310, (listed by A.T.Bannister 1916 as a likely ofer but with no
spellings), passes close to the hill fort called Capler Camp HRE, SO 592329, then skirts the
Woolhope Dome and crosses the river Frome near Larport. Tidnor’s ofer HRE, SO 555398,
is In view and indicates to the traveller that there is a crossing with M 63a, the Hereford to
Stretton Grandison road, 14 miles ahead. M 613 continues north and crosses a small stream
at Stretford. Hennor HRE, SO 539586, is 1 mile to the east. The road continues past Moreton
to Ashton. Thereafter its course is uncertain although Houghton'® suggests that it goes to
Marshbrook just south of Church Stretton. Place-names suggest that there was a route north-
east from Ashton along Brimfield Hill, descending between Upper and Lower Drayton,
winding round a hillside on a terrace way at Lynch Farm (Alinc- ‘terrace, ledge’), to cross
the Teme at Little Hereford.

The Roman road from Hereford to Church Stretton, M 6c, passed close to Holmer (a
mere), and joined the Roman road, M 630 from Kenchester, in the shadow of Adzor Bank
HRE, SO 480476. Two to 3 miles further north it passed Chadnor HRE, SO 432528, a fairly
isolated elongated hill easily visible from either side, before crossing Stretford Brook and
Tippet’s Brook at Stretford Court, and heading through the gap in the Aymestry Limestone.
As it crosses Wigmore moor a ‘Stanway’ joins it from the west at Adforton. Near Rowton it
is joined by a wég, recorded in Weo Farm and View Edge, which has come through Aldon
(an @wiell-din), from the supposed course of M 613 near Onibury. As M6c goes through the
Church Stretton valley it passes Hazler Hill SHR, SO 465933, on the east marking the road
through Hope Bowdler to Stanway on Wenlock Edge, and thence to M193, the Roman road
from Greensforge to Halford (and Wales). 139 On the west it passes Nover’s Hill SHR, SO
452952, a prominent hill indicating the Burway up onto the Long Mynd traversed by the Port
Way.

I\iynydd—brydd HRE, SO 281415, referred to as Ruuenore in DB, is at the north-western
end of the Golden Valley. The grain of the country here is strongly north-west to south-east
so that route-ways follow the ridgeways or valleys in the same direction. The fertile Golden
Valley must have had such a route and Ruwenore is just where there is a short cut through to
Hay-on-Wye and the Welsh border.

Further north another route into Wales is marked by Bradnor HRE, SO 292576, on the
English side and Old Radnor RAD, SO 250590, on the Welsh: today it is the A 44, and
Ogilby shows it as the London to Aberystwyth route. It has come via High Wycombe,
Shotover near Oxford (SO5606), Batsford near Moreton in the Marsh (SP 187338), Pershore
(SO 947457), and Worcester where it passes Red Hill (SO 864539, the readan ofre of charter

158 A ' W.J. Houghton, ‘A Roman Road from Ashton, North Herefordshire, to Marshbrook, Salop’,
Transactions of the Shropshire Archaeological Society, 57 (1961-4), pp. 185-90.
15% Houghton, ‘Greensforge’, pp. 233-43.
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183r103n217). ;il’he lost Mapnors in Knightwick (¢.SP 7355) may have been in sight beforg

Henn Yars was reached. As the road approached the crossing with M 613 near Leominster,

thr\()r (S0 539586) would have been visible ¥ mile to the north. The approach to the route
ough the Cambrian Mountains is marked by the large Bradnor Hill SO 292576 (Burcher

HRE, SO 333604, is at the north-eastern end of this ridge). The road then winds between

Stanner Rocks and Old Radnor Hill (SO 250590), passes through New Radnor and so to

Aberystwyth.

Orcop HRE, SO 474263, is adjacent to a supposed Roman road, M 6c¢, from Hereford to
Monmouth.

Orcop, Yazor, Bradnor and Bircher HRE, SO 476657, are large features visible for miles
across the valleys of the Wye, Lugg and Arrow. In fact, most of them are intervisible
prompting the suggestion that they were look-out points in an unsettled border zone,'® and
yvhl_le they could certainly have served thus, they were probably primarily route-way
indicators albeit on a larger scale than usual.

iv) The ofers of the Church Stretton-Stiperstones area in Shropshire

There are three ofers in the valley of the East Onny, which runs along the eastern side of
the Stiperstones: Wentnor, Gravenor and Qvers, with Gattenshelve a little further north. It is
possible, though far from certain, that Stiperstones also incorporates the term.'®' The lead of
the Stiperstones was mined by the Romans at Shelve. The remains of Roman buildings at
Linley may have had links with the lead mines but their function is unknown.'®* The cluster
of ofers 1n this lead-mining district parallels the situation in the Peak District (pp.236-7).
They could have been used by the Anglo-Saxons to mark access to the mines from the
Church Stretton valley; Nover’s Hill signals the Burway up the Cardingmill valley onto the
Long Mynd; a track descends over Pole Bank to OQvers SHR, SO 393963, where the East
Onny 1s crossed and one route leads on west to the mines at Shelve using the Stiperstones as
a landmark, or another route leads south by Lower Gravenor SHR, SO 377940, with
Wentnor SHR, SO 383926, prominently in view, then, avoiding the marshlands east of More,
rounds the end of Linley Hill, and leads to the site at Linley Hall. Gattenshelve SHR, SJ
410015, marks the northern entrance to the East Onny valley.

v) Miscellaneous ofers in SHR, CHE and STF

Those by known old route-ways are:

Birchall CHE, SJ 680460, is beside the little Birchall Brook, where a medieval route from
Nantwich bifurcates, one branch going to Woore, the other to Market Drayton. '®’

Overchurch CHE, SJ 263889, is on a slight rise 1 mile from the Irish Sea on the Wirral.
The Roman road, M 670, from Chester is heading straight for it.

Over Hall CHE, SJ 642651, is on a low ridge beside the river Weaver where a salt way
from Middlewich to Chester crosses the river.

Overmarsh CHE, SJ 433549, now called King’s Marsh, was on a slight rise traversed by a
salt way heading for a crossing of the river Dee 1 mile to the west.

Condover SHR, SJ 495058, is on a small ridge by the Cound Brook where the latter is
crossed by a possible Roman road.'**

Grosvenor SHR, SO 771936, is on a ridge crossed by the Roman road from Greensforge to
Bridgnorth, M 192. The stretch through Grosvenor is on the Ogilby route from London to
Welshpool via Bridgnorth (plate 50).

160 Cole, “Distribution ora’, pp. 26-41.

161 Margaret Gelling, personal communication.

162 Graham Webster, The Cornovii (London, 1975), pp. 99-102.
163 pN CHE 1.48-9

164 1 aflin, ‘Roman’, p. 5.
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Lindore Farm STF, sJ 797195, is on a little ridge where the Roman road, M 19, from
n;;t)er Eaton to Whitchurch approaches the flood-prone ground by Aqualate Mere (see p.

Tittensore STF, SJ 873381, is beside the Trent in hilly country. It lies on a Gough route
from London to Carlisle as it goes from Stoke to Newcastle under Lyme. This is a route
shown also by Ogilby on plate 37, having a branch to Chester passing through nearby Long
Compton (earliest spelling 1755).

Wychnor STF, SK 177161, 1s where M 18c, Wall to Burton on Trent, crosses the Trent.

The next two are by rivers but not by known, important, old, overland routes (but that 1s
not to say that they were not by routes of lesser importance in the early middle ages).

Badger SHR, SO 768996, lies between the river Worfe and a small tributary, confluents of
the Severn and possibly navigable.

Radnor CHE, SJ 839645, is on a small hill by a crossing of the river Dane at Somerford, a
name indicating that the ford was unlikey to be passable in winter. An éa-tian a few miles
upstream suggests that the river was navigable.

The last two are:

Hazelour Hall STF, SK 207107, which is separated from the river Mease by a low hill and
is a poor shape for an ofer: the hill to the south would be a better one. A hamlet called
Portway (no spellings available) lies on the road running over this hill from the river Mease
to Tamworth. A route to Tamworth might be the reason behind the name.

Ramshorn STF, SK 082453, is not by a river nor any recognised old routes, although one
may have existed over the nearby Weaver Hills.

vi) The ofers of the Peak District are:

Ashover DRB, SK 348632, is a substantial hill by the R. Amber; it is near a salt way via
Matlock to Chesterfield, and near Hereward’s Street (late thirteenth century), which probably
runs from Chesterfield to Ashbourne via Matlock, a lead-mining area. '

Birchover DRB, SK 240622, is at the foot of a substantial hill, in the middle of a lead-
mining area, and near the Old Portway.

Bolsover DRB, SK 474706, is on a substantial hill by R. Doe-Lea.Ogilby (plate 48) shows
a route from Oakham to Richmond passes nearby on the east, crossing a route from
Chesterfield, running towards West Drayton

Calver DRB, SK 242745, refers to a substantial hill by the crossing of R. Derwent by a salt
way from Tideswell to Chesterfield: a route also in use in medieval times.'®®

Cobnar DRB, SK 355753, is a wood on a hill by the Barlow Brook; no obvious route lies
nearby.

Coc)l,nor DRB, SK 419495, is on a hill near R. Erewash: there is no obvious route: perhaps
it is connected with Heanor.

Edensor DRB, ¢.SK 2570. The old village site was at Chatsworth House, the ofer being the
large hill on which the house stands. The packhorse route from Bakewell to Chesterfield goes

through Edensor.'®’ _ N
Heanor DRB, SK 435465, is on a modest hill. There is no obvious route; perhaps it is

connected with Codnor.
Okeover STF, SK 159481, is a suitable hill by the R. Dove, and not far from Hereward’s

Street.
Seanor DRB, SK 417642, is on a small hill by a small stream, but there i1s no obvious

route.

165 pN DBY, p. 21-2.
166 Dodd, ‘Peakland’, pp. 70, 121.
167 Dodd, ‘Peakland’, p. 108.
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The ofer names of the Peak District, numerous and clustered as they are in an area of
strong relief which is criss-crossed by many old tracks, require study by someone with an
Intimate knowledge of that landscape who has explored it on foot: such a study would yield
more useful information than is given here. However, it should be noted that some ofers are
likely to be connected with the lead mining and transporting activities like those in
Shropshire.

vi1) The ofers of the east Midlands

Over CAM, TL 372707, on the nearest dry point to the Ouse, might indicate the Ayth at
Swavesey 1 mile upstream.

Tansor NTP, TL 053909. Tansor’s church is on a small river cliff on the outside of a
meander in the river Nene, which is navigable here. It is linked by a straight 14 miles track
to a Roman road, M 570, Thrapston to Water Newton. It would be more use to a water-borne
traveller than a land-based one.

Tixover RUT, SP 971997, is beside the river Welland, which is navigable by small craft
here. The rise on which the church stands might be the ofer, but the hill a little further north
seems a better candidate. Cox'®® notes a Roman road from Water Newton via Ketton, passing
close to Tixover church, crossing the Welland here. Its onward course would have taken it
close to the Roman iron mines at Wakerley.'®”

Wellingore LIN, SK 982565, is on the scarp-foot of the Chalk, which runs south from
Lincoln. It is one of a series of spring-line settlements linked by what is now the A 607. On
the top of the Chalk, a Roman road, M 2c, runs from Ancaster to Lincoln. The two roads
most nearly approach one another near Wellingore, and so this is a good point to transfer
from one to the other (cf. Hunsingore and Overgrass, see this page and P 238). The first
element of the name is uncertain, but may mean ‘dwellers at a spring’.'” In fact the
inhabitants of most of this line of settlements could be described as ‘dwellers at a spring’.
Wellingore could be seen as the ofer indicating the way from M 2c to the road linking the
spring-line settlements.

9) The ofers of Yorkshire

Hunsingore YOW, SE 429536, is by the R.Nidd on a low hill: it is one and a half miles
from M 280 running from Tadcaster to Whixley. There are two alternative routes followed
by the Great North Road north of Doncaster: the western one goes through Pontefract,
Castleford, Bramham cross roads and Wetherby to Boroughbridge: the eastern one goes
through Ferrybridge, Tadcaster, Cattal and Whixley, joins M 8a from York and proceeds to
Boroughbridge, the latter route is called Rudgate. Hunsingore lies between the Great North
road and Rudgate and is visible from both roads. It might signify a point to transfer from one
route to the other.

Thorner YOW, SE 380405, is by a small stream with a modest hill nearby but big enough
to be visible from nearby Roman roads as they approach a junction at Thorner (M 72b Iikeley
- Tadcaster and M 712 Manchester-Slack-Tadcaster).

Southowram YOW, SE 120236. The Roman road, M 712, from Manchester via Slack,
Leeds and Thorner to Tadcaster, crosses the high moorland near Slack just before its descent
through Raistrick to cross the R. Calder at Brighouse. There is a fine view north across the
river to Southowram. It could signify the steep approaches to the crossing place.

Northowram YOW, SE 113270, is on a hill equally high and steep as Southowram but is

not connected with a known old route.

168 pN RUT, p. xx.
169 .S. Map of Roman Britain.
170 Gelling and Cole, ‘Landscape’, p. 202.
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Tideover probably refers to Stainburn Hill. 1t is not by any known old route. (Tideover is a
lost place but Smith'”! gives its location as SE 335491 ).

10) The ofers of Lancashire. |
~ The name Preesall SD 358476, occurs in three forms, one of which, Pressoure,
Incorporates ofer. This refers to a low hill near the Wyre estuary, one of the few places
L(L(;atlly not fronted by a wide expanse of sand at low tide, and therefore easier of access by
_ ngher an_d Lower Core SD 587439, lie at the foot of Blindhurst Fell whose highest point
1s Porlick H%ll at the south-western edge of the Forest of Bowland. The Ribble valley to the
south leads into the heart of the Pennines and is part of a cross-Pennine route-way. It is
followed by M 72a from which Porlick would be visible.

11) The ofers of Northumberland

The two Northumberland ofers are much further north than any other ofers and so
comparatively isolated, yet still having the same attributes as ofers further south.

Wooler NT 992280, lies beside the Wooler Water at the western foot of Weetwood Moor,
one of the few ridge-shaped hills in the vicinity. The name means hill of the springs’ some
of which nourish Coldmartin Lough (from mere-tin). The Devil’s Causeway, M87, the
Roman road from Berwick-on-Tweed to Corbridge, passes Weetwood Moor on the east. The
shape of the Wooler ofer is best seen near Horton when travelling south from Berwick, and
although it might signal the crossing of the R. Till there was a much more significant locality
in the seventh century four and a half miles west of Wooler, namely that of the old royal
palaces of the Northumbrian kings at Gefrin (Yeavering) and Melmin (Milfield) in the
seventh century. Wooler would be a good point to leave the Roman road and bear westwards
round the southern edge of the marshy area at the confluence of the rivers Till, Glen and
Wooler Water towards them. Alternatively, it could have signalled a turning east through
Belford to their stronghold at Bamburgh

Overgrass NU 150038, lies between the Devil’s Causeway, M 87, and the Great North
Road south of Alnwick. It could signify a link between the two routes (cf Hunsingore), or
their approaches to the crossing of the Coquet.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL YFRES

1) The yfres of Wiltshire

Rivar WLT, SU 318617, and River Copse BRK, SU 350622, 2 miles apart, are both on the
scarp slope of the chalk overlooking the Kennet valley to the north. Gelling'”* suggests that
the slope was referred to as the yfre. Running along the crest is the North Hampshire
ridgeway passing several places with significant names: Ashmansworth (mere); Pilot Hill
and the adjacent spur to the south-east - charter boundary oras called middel oran SU 404597
and wat oran SU 408589 ( $378);'" Buttermere (mere); Rivar Copse and Rivar (hamlet, Hill
and Down). This is where the ridgeway joins the Roman road, M 43, briefly before branching
off again near Limmer Pond (mere) to Salisbury Plain.

There is a similar scarp slope in the chalk overlooking the Nadder valley along the crest of
which runs the Salisbury Way (from White Sheet Hill near Donhead to Salisbury). The scarp
face is scalloped: three of the embayments are named Sutton Ivers, Compton Ivers and
Burcombe Ivers after the nearby settlements so that, again, a long stretch of scarp slope could
be regarded as the yfre (c.SU 0028). However, the other examples of yfre are solitary, and do
not refer to long stretches of scarp slopes so that it may be better to regard the yfres as the
spurs jutting out from the line of the escarpment.

17t pN YOW 5.43

172 pN BRK, p. 310.
173 G. B.Grundy, ‘Saxon Land Charters of Hampshire’, Archaeological Journal, 18 (1921), p. 90.
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Other yfres in WLT are Ivers Wood in Berwick St John ST 954217, on another chalk
Scarpment whose crest is followed by a ridge-way called Ox Drove, and Long Iver, ST
883414, another steep chalk slope which is about % mile from the Great Ridgeway: both are
first evidenced in the mid sixteenth century. Broker’s Wood Farm, ST 843527, and Ryvers
Copse, SU 0971 58, are by inconspicuous hills but by no obvious routes. Ivory Copse. SU
236216, is near an Ogilby route from Southampton to Salisbury (plate 51), and Brockhurst
Farm, SU 070863, refers to part of a well-marked hill with a camp on it but is by no obvious
routeway.

2) The yfres in Hampshire

Iford (Uvre), SZ 137936, is beside the Stour a couple of miles upstream from Hengistbury
Head: it is a simplex name not a ford. The only hill of note locally is St Catherine’s Hill on
the other side of the river. River Hill Farm. SU 7 89412, refers to a modest slope visible from
the Ogilby route between Farnham and Alton (London — Southampton, plate 5) 3 or 4 miles
before a crossing with a Roman road, M 155: rather too far distant to act as a signpost.

3) The yfres in Sussex

Bignor SU 982146, at the foot of the South Downs chalk escarpment, refers to a large spur
over which runs Stane Street, the Roman road from London to Chichester M 15. Rivar SU
937228, in Tillington is on the slope of an appropriately-shaped hill but not, apparently, by
any important old route. Riverhall Farm, TQ 746202, in Mountfield, is on a hill over which
runs a rid%eway route (track II) from Rye to Netherfield and Uckfield described by
Margary:' " the farm is just over a mile from the Roman iron workings at Footlands. River’s
Farm and Wood, Ardingley, TQ 332274, are on the line of the Roman road M 150, London
to Hassocks, close to Awell Barn. Wheat River Copse, ¢.SU 7 819, Harting, location
unknown, may refer to the scarp slope of the South Downs.

4) The yfres in Kent

Hever TQ 476448, is on the south bank of the river Eden, 1% miles east of the Roman road
M 14, London to Lewes and its crossing of the river at Edenbridge - a bit distant for a
signpost. Underriver TQ 557520, is a settlement at the foot of a steep spur called River Hill
in the Lower Greensand escarpment, with no obviously important track nearby.

5) An yfre in Buckinghamshire

Iver BUC, TQ 040812, is on the west bank of the river Colne, on a slight rise. It lies
between two important routes west, one through Slough, the other through Uxbridge but does
not seem connected with either.

DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL OVERTONS AND ORTONS

i) Overton Hall in Frodsham CHE, SJ 525770. Dodgson'”” believed this to be uferra-tin,
but from its situation at the foot of a well-shaped hill and adjacent to a Roman road, M 701,
Chester to Warrington, a mile from its crossing with the river Weaver, it seems more likely to

be an ofer-tin.
ii) Overton Hall in Overton CHE, SJ 471483, is on a small hill 2 mile west of the Roman

road M 6a, Whitchurch to Chester.

iii) Overton in Taxal CHE, SK 006786, 1s on a hill slope looking over the Goyt valley to
the Roman road, M 71b, which comes from Buxton and descends to Whaley Bridge where it
crosses a salt way. ' N |

iv) Cold Overton LEI, SK 810101, is on an exposed hll!top v151.ble from the road, 1% miles
away, which runs from Oakham to Melton Mowbray and is described by Ogilby (plate 48).

174 Margary, ‘Roman Ways’, p. 262.
175 pN CHE 3, p. 230.
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v) Overton in LNC, SD 437580, is a dry point settlement on a slight rise by the Lune
Cstuary. It is not by a land-based route, but as deep water approaches the peninsula here 1t
coul'd be a useful landmark for boatmen.

Vl) Market Overton RUT, SK 885165, is on a Roman road running east from M 580
Passing an important Romano-British shrine and market near Thistleton. Market Overton, 2
miles away, would be the successor to this market.

vii) Overton in Richard’s Castle SHR, SO 512717, lies at the foot of a substantial line of
limestone hills south-west of Ludlow. The Roman road from Hereford, M 613, known as far
north as Ashton, is thought to have led north throu;;h Ashford Bowdler to Ludford and
Ludlow, passing within about ¥ mile of Overton.'’® The latter might warn of the crossing of
the Teme at Ludford.

viii) Overton in Stottesdon SHR, SO 666868, is, Gelling'”’ suggests, an example of uferra-
tiin, and as there are apparently no well-known routes nearby nor a very ofer-like hill this
seems likely.

1x) Overton STF, SK 047383, lies on the slope of a hill, ¥ mile south of a Roman road, M
181.

x) Overton STF, SJ 895616, olim Upper Biddulph, is more likely to be from uferra than
ofer as there are two higher, more ofer-shaped hills overshadowing it, and no obvious
routeway. It seems to have been regarded as a higher part of Biddulph.

x1) OQverton STF, SK 0607, is a small hill ¥; mile north of Watling Street.

xi1) Overton YON, SE 555557, is on a slight rise beside the Ouse: a more useful landmark
for boatmen than overland travellers.

xiii) Orton Longueville and Orton Waterville HNT, TL 168966 and TL 156960, share a
low but distinct rise beside the river Nene. They are 2 to 3 miles from the complex of roads
which converge on Water Newton (Durobrivae), and of more use as a landmark for boatmen
than to overland travellers, marking, as they do, the transition from the Fens with its water-
borne traffic to the start of higher, drier ground and road-based traffic.

xiv) Coleorton church LEI, SK 391173, is on a marked hill probably within sight of
Ogilby’s route (plate 82) as it passes Ashby de la Zouche.

xv) Orton-on-the-Hill LEI, SK 304039. The church and village are on a good ofer-shaped
ridge, which can be seen from the Ogilby route (plate 82) from Oxford, passing through
Sheepy and Ashby-de-la-Zouch en route to Derby.

xvi) Orton NTP, SP 805794, lies on top of a ridge, one of many, none of which stand out
especially. There is a suggested pre-historic route following parish boundaries for 8 miles to
the west of Orton (Steane),178 but there is no obvious visible connection. Perhaps Orton, as
one of the few local settlements on a hilltop, should be regarded as an uferra-tin.

xvii) Nurton STF, SO 839994, is on a hill but not by a known route.

xviii) Orton STF, SO 869953, Horovitz'” (p. 479) favours a derivation from uferra-tin
rather than ofer-tiin. However, the settlement is on the lower slopes of a hill (on which Lower
Penn is situated), which is not an appropriate site for an uferra-tin but has a good shape for
an ofer. It lies about a mile west of the supposed route of M 191 from Pennocrucium to
Greensforge. Orton’s situation favours a derivation from ofer, but the spellings are
inconclusive. There is a Compton close to this supposed route.

xix) Water Orton WAR, SP 17791 1, is a low-lying site on the south bank of the river
Tame % mile west of where the road from London-Daventry-Holyhead, shown on Ogilby

plate 22, crosses the river.

176 Houghton, ‘Ashton’, p. 185.

177
PN SHR 1, p. 232.
178 John Steane, The Northamptonshire Landscape (London, 1974), pp. 62-4.

179 David Horovitz, The Place-Names of Staffordshire (Brewood, Stafford, 2005), p. 479.
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xx) Orton WML, NY 622084, is at the foot of Crosby Ravensworth Fell. The Roman
road, M 7c, from Lancaster to Penrith, which has been following the Lune valley. here leaves
the Lune and its tributary the Birk Beck, and heads over the Fell to follow a course over
higher ground.
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