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Humanities does, indeed, have data! But 

what is it? how are we using it? And, what 

interpretative data are we constructing 

around it? 

Just as importantly, what happens to it 

next? 

These are some of the things we will be 

thinking about in this panel on humanities 

data and research data management.

Humanities has data! Whatever next!?

10:00, Introduction and introductions

Andrew Cusworth, Operations manager, DiSc

10:10, Humanities data from different angles

Sarah Ogilvie, Director, MSc in Digital Scholarship

Miranda Lewis, Editor, Early Modern Letters Online

Andrew Dunning, HW Hunt Curator of Medieval 

Manuscripts

Cristina Dondi, Secretary, Consortium of European 

Research Libraries

11:00, Discussion
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• A Star Trek character,

• The plural of ‘datum’, and a gathering of negotiable 
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• Data about data, &

• Data about Data.



Data, data, metadata, & Data metadata

• A Star Trek character,

• The plural of ‘datum’, and a gathering of negotiable 

units of information,

• Data about data, &

• Data about Data.

A (fictional) person, a body of information, 

semantic information about that 

information, and information about a 

(fictional) person.

Data (small ’d’) can be any and all of source, 

analysis, and interpretation. 



Humanities [meta]data?

Varied sources of many modes, including

• Collections 

• Editions

• Artefacts

• Sites

• Cultural works

• Reference sources

• Corpora

• Catalogues

• Scholarly outputs

• Maps

• Missing data …



The long-term life of our data comes under the 

domain of research data management (RDM): its 

language is not terribly appealing to humanities 

research[ers]!

Can we find a new language?

- ‘Capta’ – what is captured in research?

- ’Process’ or ‘Method’ – practice-based work?

- ‘Documentation’?

What do we do with our data?

Good research data management is principled

• F[indable]

A[ccessible]

I[nteroperable]

R[euseable]

• Open principles

• Consideration of IP and licencing

There are many data and RDM services at the University, 

including: ORA Data, Sustainable Digital Scholarship 

Service, Interactive Data Network, HFS Back-up service, 

Research File Service, LabArchives, Open Science 

Framework, Digital Preservation Service. 
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https://www.culturesofknowledge.org/








https://univerlag.uni-goettingen.de/handle/3/isbn-978-3-86395-403-1
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Andrew Dunning — Bodleian Library · Jesus College

Data in medieval manuscripts 
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TThe History of Each Book

The History of  Each Copy



Incunabula (1450-1500)

• c.28,000 editions

• c.500,000 copies

• c.4,000 public libraries
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Where incunabula are today
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THE HISTORICAL QUESTION:

HOW DID EUROPEAN SOCIETY, TRANSITIONING FROM 

THE MIDDLE AGES TO THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD, 

REACT TO TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE?

How did an invention become a revolution?
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15cBOOKTRADE Project:
An evidence-based assessment and visualisation of the distribution, 

sale, and reception of books in the Renaissance

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/


Material Evidence

Documentary Evidence

Bibliographical  Evidence

EVIDENCE OF BOOK DISTRIBUTION AND USE



A VERY DIGITALLY INTEGRATED DISCIPLINE  
CERL INCUNABULA WORKING GROUP

Incunabula

Bibliography: 
ISTC

Typography: 
GW

Text: 
TEXT-inc

Copy 
History: 

MEI
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Bibliographical information and location of  copies: ISTC (BL)
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Bibliography: 
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Copy 
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Their typographical information: Gesamtkatalog 

der Wiegendruke (Berlin Stadtsbibliothek)
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A VERY DIGITALLY INTEGRATED DISCIPLINE  
CERL INCUNABULA WORKING GROUP

Incunabula

Bibliography: 
ISTC

Typography: 
GW

Text: 
TEXT-inc

Copy 
History: 

MEI
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The textual content of each edition: TEXT-inc (Bodleian)



A VERY DIGITALLY INTEGRATED DISCIPLINE

CERL INCUNABULA WORKING GROUP

Incunabula

Bibliography: 
ISTC

Typography: 
GW

Text: 
TEXT-inc

Copy History: 
MEI
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Illustration:
15cILLUSTRATION



The re-use and copy of illustration
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http://15cv.trade

Visualization of MEI and TEXT-inc data 
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Cicero, Orationes. Venice: Christophorus Valdarfer, [not after 9 Nov.] 

1471 

Oxford, Bodleian Library, Auct. L 3.1.
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First owner

Ego Renobertus de Campo Dolanus has orations tullianas emi Me=

diolani precio ducatorum iii 9 solidi anno domini millesimo cccc.mo lxxii 

ii mayi ad laudem…

I, Renoberto de Campo, of Dole [France], purchased these orations of Cicero in 

Milan at the price of 3 ducats and 9 soldi in the year 1472, 2 May… 

58



59



1.Venice 1471 > 2.Milan 1472 > 3.Dole 

1472
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PDA



Second owner

Et ego frater Jacobus Benedictus…ordinis

Carmelitarum Cabilonensis…emi precio trium

scutorum…1479…
61



3.Dole > 4.Chalon-sur-Saone > 5.Dijon

62
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Third owner:

Dijon

…dono dedit magistro Laurentio Burello 

carmelitano…
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5.Dijon > 6.Paris
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6.Paris > 7.Amsterdam > 8.Oxford
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Visualization of its circulation
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MEI Statistics (22 Jan 2023)

• Editions: 15,823

• Copies: 62,636

• Owners: 26,610

• 597 libraries in 26 countries, 4 continents

• c.259 ‘editors’: librarians and scholars
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HOW WE RECONSTRUCT 

DISPERSED COLLECTIONS IN MEI



Venice, Benedictines, S. Giorgio 

Maggiore
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Reconstruction of a dispersed collection: Venice, S. Giorgio 

Maggiore, OSB
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30 libraries and ‘historical copies’
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