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at crisis points it demends surpression of all individual desires, in more
zeneral human terms "an is also implicitly castirated for his lack of
effort - even inability - to undsrstand Limself and others. The view that
individuality and individual isolation are themes of great importance for
Johnson is supported b a separately published series of abort studies on
gome of the figures of the novel.

Dag dritte Buch uUber Achim deals much more specifically with Covrunism
and its possible effects on the human personality, havin; a more limited
range of characters, soc that one issue 1s concentrated on, rather than a
central theme with variations as in the previous novel. Ackim the sporis-~
man would seem to be a simple, understandable phenomenon. but the attempt
by the Western journalist Karsch to deacribe him in a biography gruws
increasingly difficult. He discovers that Achim is nothing but a public
figure, that - diasconcertingly - he has no 'private life'r a siate unusual
in the Vest for any sort of 'star', yet conceivable perhaps in a dedicated
evangelist. But worst of all, Achim - and his Communist advisors - have
tried to remocdel his past in line with his present position to such an
extent that it is unclear whether he is any longer aware of dishonesty. A
change of heart is always permissible, but the past cannot be altered as a
whole to suit the image of the present. The shock this attempt causes in
Karsch, his puzzlement nre brought out in the highly original form of the
worke A typical Vesterner's inadequate miaconoeptions about Last Germany
emerge in the queries of an unidentifjed questioner, who has to push and
provoke the narrator into & reluotant telling oI his story, the reluotance

and disorientation being shown both in a iisinclination to elaborate points
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is in faet already past; and at the very end, when the memories have been
related and action begine again, it is action - the mceting between Gesine
and Rohlfs - which stresses more strongly than could any other the fact that
Jakob is gone, for he had tried so hard to keep these two apart, and as long
as he remained alive there would have been no oclose aaaociation.l
Examimation of the form in detail corroborates, then, what was deducad
from the initial consideration of other possible uses of the same material:
that the author lays his emphasis not on the events in order to excite us.
but rather on characters 'interacting' not in the sense of conflicting
dramatically, but trying to understand and know their fellows. He investi-
gates basic social assumptions such as that we live together within a
oommunity, and this of course has special relevance for Communism, which

stresses more than does 'Capitalism' the fellowship element of society. As

will be sesn with greater olarity in Das dritte Buch Uber Achim, Communism

interprets the past in terms of a well-defined development towards socialism
in which all share; but the stress in this novel on vividness, on bringing
the past alive by means of cinematioc techniques, striking details of gesture
(as will be seen in the section on Jakobz) and highly personal memories -~
in other words by use of the shifting viewpoint - emphasises that the past

is a colleoction of personal memories and individual moments.3 Associated

1) Mutmassungen, p.308.
2) Cf. below, p. 278ff.

3) The sustained importance of vividness -~ 'Vergagonwartigung' - is also
brought out by lerbert Kolb's excellent study of the style. He
demonstrates oconvinoingly that apparent vagaries of grammar eto, serve
to bring alive the active, vital nmature of thought and memory, which
does not separate events into olearly subordinated catesories.

Herbert Kolb, 'Riuckfall in die Parataxe', Neue Deutsche Hefte, Jg. 10
Heft 96, Nov./Dec. 1963, pr.do=Tc. _ > ’
Cf., below, section on Communism, p. 23O P{?
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does not intend to deprive of im-ortance or validity as one level of
significance, which ne sees as the most surerficial level. He sugugests
that Johnson has adopted the method of writing advocated by Clement of
aloxandrial, and he has worked out a laroe number of correspondances to
Biblical events and sayings, By no meang all of these are convincingly
proved: he interprets the ref'erences to the Twentieth Comminist Congress
and its 'secret' apeech2 as parallels to the gathering of the disciples
described in 3t, Luke, Chapter 20, without really explaining what the
'deeper' meaning of the episode wmuld then be - presumably defiance of
established authority and rejection of the past for a new future: althouch
this would be to ;-ive the episode relatively far more importance than it
bears on the 'superficial' plane, wher: it is used not positively, but
negatively as a means of bringing out Roslfs' more rigid views. All the
precise notations of time or introduction of figures are similarly seen as

3 These details result from his

references to specific verses of the Bible.
central thesis that this is a work about man's search for and lack of
awareness of Gode. Jakob is identified with Christ, references to FridayA

are gseen as indications that His rassion is being reconstructed), Jakob's

reticence is reminiscent of Christ's silence before Pilates, his telephone

1) 1vid., p.38ff., where he refers to Clemert's ''iccellanies, Books VI
and VIIQ

2) Mutmassungen, p.125ff., Hadke. op.cite, p.246ff,
3) Radke, Opecite, p.231fF,

4) Mutmassunen, €.3. p.T1, T2.

5) Radke, Op.cit., p«50ff.

6) Radke, op.cit., p.84ff.





























































































































































































































































































































































S3CONDARY LITFRATURE

This list contains full titles: 1longer titles have been
abbreviated in some oases in the footnotes

I MAX TRISCH

4

A oomplete bibliography covering all aspects of Frisch's work:

¥ilbert-Collins, Flly A Bibliography of Iour Contemporary Gernan-
Swiss Authors: Friedrich Durrenmatt, lex

Friach, Robert ‘ialser, Albin Zollinger.
Bern and lfuniech, 1967.

(a) $ORKS DFALING "HOLLY OF IN PART #ITH FRISCH'S NARRATIVE 4RITING
( EXCLUDING PERIODICALS ) |

See also section III.

Banziger, Hans Frisch und Dirrenmatt, “te., neubearbeitete
Auflage, Bern, 1967.

Boschenstein, Hermann '“3tiller"'.

Der neue Mensch. Die Biographie im Nache

kriegsroman.
Heidelberg, 1958, pp.104-110.

Bram, k. Max Dichterportrats aus dem he.tigen Schweizer
Schrifttum.
Bern, 1963.

Braun, Karlheinz Jie epischo Teehnik in Yax l'riscns Roman

'Stiller' als Beitrag zur Formfragse des

moderner. "omans.
Doctoral dissertation, ¥rankfurt a.M., 1959.









































































