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ABSTRACT

THE BENEFICIARII CONSULARIS IN THE WESTERN PROVINCES
OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE
' N.B. Rankov, Corpus Christi College, Oxford
A thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
in the University of Oxferd
Trinity Term 1986

Beneficiarii consularis were members of the military
staffs attached to Roman provincial governors of the
Principate, and are well attested epigraphically, both at
provincial capitals and at outposts along major roads and
frontiers of the Western military provinces. They were

nsgurily experienced legiocnaries approaching retirement,
i 4 Pr
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and were of senior principalis rank. Each legion in a
province provided the governor with (probably) sixty men
of this rank.

The governor's staff (the officium consularis)
assisted the gove.nor in all his duties, administrative,
judicial and military, and the beneficiarii were emplioved
in a variety of roles, appearing in the sources as
arresting officers. messengers, servants to the governor
and general assistants. To indicate their status as
cfficiales of the governor, they carried a decorated
lance-symbol when operating away from the officium.

In Britain and the two German provinces they were
evidently outposted, apparently for periods of six months
at a time, along the roads linking the provincial capitals
with the frontiers, with neighbouring provinces, and with
Rome, in contrast with the other Western provinces where,
for the most part, nec such stationes are attested. The
stationes have usually been regarded as police posts for
the protection of the roads, but this seems unlikely.
Although a few stationes fall outside the general pattern
and can perhaps be associated with the control of imperial
estates, the majority are to be linked with frontier
defence. Since the main network of stationes, both in the
Germanies and in the rest of Eurepes.. first appears in
the 160's, they may be seen as a response to the Chattan
and Marcomannic attacks. The evidence is consistent with
the interpretation of the stationes as relays for the
improvement of military communications, those on the
frontiers perhaps having an additional role in
the cocrdinaticon of military intelligence-gatherin
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NOTE TO THE READER

This volume has no pages numbered 32, 97-9, 116, 237-42,
and 251. This is the result of a failing in the computer
software on which the text was edited, which consistently
caused the printing of notes within a shorter space than
was required. The author offers his apologies to the
reader.



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Roman provincial governors of the Principate were
assisted in their duties by military staffs (officia),

amongst the officers of which were the beneficiarii; their

precigce title varled accoraing to The rank o

')

their
governor, but as a group they may conveniently be referred

to as beneficiarii consularis ("of the governor"). They

are noteworthy because of the large number of inscriptions
{over 500) on which they are recorded and because they
served not just at the governor's headquarters but also

outposted in stationes around the military provinces of

the empire.

Since by far the greater part of the evidence for
these officers is epigraphic, the study of them was first
made possible by the publication from 1863 onwards by
Theodor Mommsen and his disciples of the volumes of the

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum which, together with the

selections of inscriptions published in L'Année

ct

Epigraphigue must still form the basis of work on this or

any grade of Roman army personnel.?

In 1876 J. Marquardt in RYmische Staatsverwaltung had

taken note of the place of the bbff cos in the officium

consularis,® but Alfred von Domaszewski in his fundamental

Die Rangordnung des rbmischen Heeres, published in 1908,

was the first to fully reconstruct the various officia of
the Roman army hierarchically and sc make clear the

relationship of the beneficiarii consularis to other




officiales and the distinction between the officium

consularis and other officia.® The role and functioning

of the officium weye, however, hardly considered at all

until the appearance of A.H.M. Jones's article on 'The
Roman Civil Service (Clerical and Sub-Clerical Grades)' in
1849, in which he drew attention to its concern with
judicial duties®* and was successful in his attempt to
"correct the impression still too commonly given in
textbooks that a Roman magistrate struggled single-handed
with his official duties without any staff worthy of the:
name®-® Considerably more iight was thrown on thec role of

the officium in judicial and police administration within

the empire in a study made by G. Lopuszanski in 1951,
entitled "La Police romaine et les Chrétiens' and making
full use of Christian martyrologies as evidence for
judicial and police procedure.® More recently the

functioning of the officium has been illuminated by

studies concerned with individual groups of officiales; in

1973 M. Clauss published his doctoral thesis,

Untersuchungen zu den principales des r6mischen Heeres.

Cornicularii, speculatores, frumentarii, in which,

however, he did not confine himself to the men of the

officium consularis; in 1981 M. Speidel produced his

Guards of the Roman Armies, concerned with singulares,

stratores and protectores consularis; and in 1985 H.C.

Teitler published Notarii et Exceptores, concerned mainly

with the officiales of the Late Empire bearing those

titles but taking note also of their predecessors under
the Principate. Despite these works, no comprehensive

study of the officium consularis has yet appeared.

(39



The henefiriarii canenlarie have hnwever heen nf

interest to scholars in their own right. Already in 1881

Mommsen had noted in Ephemeris Epigraphica IV that these

officers had frequently been outposted to stationes around

the provinces.” In 1891, Otto Hirschfeld in his article
on 'Die Sicherheitspolizei im r8mischen Kaiserreich'
connectéd these, on relatively slender evidence, with
policing , also postulating a link with the cursus

publicus.® The most influential article of all concerning

the bbff cos was again the work of von Domaszewski,

appearing in 1902 and entitled 'Die Beneficiarierposten
und die rdmischen Strassennetze'® which perpetuated the

idea of bbff cos as policemen and made the dogmatic (and

incorrect) statement about their stationes that "die

Posten alle an den Knotenpunkten der rtmischen
Strassennetze ihren Platz hatten".*®® This idea was used by
von Domaszewski as the basis for his attempt to

reconstruct the Roman road network of Europe but has come

to dominate later scholarship on the bbff cos in general

and has diverted attention away from the fact that the

stationes are also frequently found at the sites of

frontier forts.** The overriding view of the bbff cos has

in fact become that they were policemen stationed at

crossroads:; their connection with the officium consularis

has generally been either forgotten or left unexplained
and their service at the provincial capitals is hardly
ever mentioned.

The phenomenon of the stationes has led several

scholars to make regional lists of them,*2 in particular
S.S. Frere for Britain,*® E. Ritterling and E. Stein, and

later Ph. Filtzinger, for Germany,??* G. Alfdldy for



Noricum.®® A. Dobd for Pannonia.®>® A. Betz and later J. T
Wilkes for Dalmatia,>” A. Mécsy for Moesia Superior*® and
A. Dobé again for Dacia.*® Not all of these lists have
been meticulous in assessing the validity of some of the
epigraphic evidence for the existence and siting of

stationes and few have paid sufficient attention to their

geographical or historical context, taking little or no
account of what roads they were on, whether they were
sited at settlements or forts. and at what periods thevy

were manned.

Two minor aspects of the bbff cos and their stationes

have, however, drawn the attention of scholars. In 1919
E. Ritterling published an article entitled “Ein

Amtsabzeichen der beneficiarii consularis im Museum zu

Wiesbaden' in which he linked an ornamental lance-head
discovered near Ehl an der Ill in Upper Germany with
various depictions of such lances on inscriptions eracted

by or commemorating speculatores, beneficiarii and

frumentarii of the officium consularis.®° Ritterling saw

these as the badges of the officiales who bore them when

operating away from the officium. In 1941 G. Behrens drew

attention to similarly-shaped miniature lance-head
brooches found on military sites,®* and subsequently K.
Raddatz in 1953 and H.J. Hundt in 1955 were able to
jdentify a number of sword-shaped pendants to these
brooches,?? which were most likely worn by members of the

officium. In 1959 A. Alfdldi investigated the symbolism

of the lance in a pair of articles and concluded that it
ultimately represented the sovereign power of the state.??®
A second aspect was investigated in 1965 by H. Lieb,

who noted that a number of dedications made by bbff cos




appear to record the dates on which their outpostings to

the stationes came to an end;2* he was able to show that

in Upper Germany these dates tended to be the Ides of
January and July and in Noricum the Ides of May, and
suggested that this indicates that outpostings in the
former province were normally of six months duration and
in the latter perhaps of one year. His findings for Upper
Germany received support from a further investigation by
P. Herz in 1976.25

In recent years the most significant event for the
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study of these officers has beesn the discecvery in
a temple of Jupiter with its enclosure at Osterburken in
Upper Germany; this has produced 28 or more inscriptions

erected by bbff cos, out of at least 70 which originally

stood there arranged in chronological order, and even a
decorated lance-head. Unfortunately the value of this
find has been restricted by the publication of only
interim reports to date.2®

No proper study of the beneficiarii consularis has

vet been made, with the result that their attacnment to

the officium consularis, and the workings of the officium

itself, are only dimly comprehended, whilst their

stationes are still interpreted in almost every instarnce

in the light of the explanations first put forward by

Hirschfeld and von Domaszewski, even though these were

incidental to the principal concerns of their authors and

were proposed with relatively little evidence or argument.
The aim of the present work is to reconsider the

finctions and duties of the bbff cos by viewing them in

the context of the officium and its functions and by

examining the evidence for their stationes in detail. To

(& ]



this end it hegins with an investigation of the

background, numbers, ranking and careers of the bbff cos

and then looks at the structure and working of the

officium consularis as a whole, with an appendix on the

lances ( "benefiziarierlanzen') carried by some ofthe

officiales. The evidence for the bbff cos in the

provincial capitals and stationes of the western provinces

is then presented, together with an appendix on the
lengths of the tours of duty. These chapters, with the
addition of comparative evidence from the rest of the

empire, finally form the basis for discussion of the roles

F3

of the beneficiarii consularis and their stationes in the

western provinces (a restriction imposed by the statutory
limitation of length on the Oxford doctoral thesis), and,
it is hoped, for a better understanding of these officers

wherever they are attested.

*The present study has attempted to take account of all
inscriptions relevant to the beneficiarii consularis
(henceforward abbreviated bf cos or bbff cos in the
plural) which have been published in CIL (usually cited by
volume and inscription number only), in L"Année
Epigraphique (cited as AE with year and inscription
number) up to 1983 (latest), and in the other publications
available to me to date. A number of inscriptions have
been rejected as evidence where they have been too
fragmentary or for other reasons unlikely to refer to bbff
cos. The manuscript was completed on 31 August 1986.

2J. Marquardt, RYmische Staatsverwaltung II (1876), 531-2,.
3A. von Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung des rdmischen Heeres
(19¢8; 2nd ed. by B. Dobson, 1967). esp. 29-37.

“A.H.M. Jones, 'The Roman Civil Service (Clerical and Sub-
Clerical Grades)', JRS xxxix (1949), 38-55 esp. 44-6.
8Ibid., 41.

G. Lopuszanski, “La Police romaine et les Chrétiens',
L'Antiquité Classique xx (1951), 5-16.

7Th. Mommsen, Ephemeris Epigraphica IV (1881), 529-30.

0. Hirschfeld, 'Die Sicherheitspolizei im rBmischen
Kaiserreich', Sitzungsberichte der Berliner Akademie 1891,
845-77 esp. 862-3 = Kleine Schriften (1913), 576-612, esp.
595-6.

®°A. von Domaszewski, ‘'Die Beneficiarierposten und die
rémischen Strassennetze', WZ xxi (1902), 158-211 with Tar.
3.

19,bid.. 1359.
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11A von NDomaszewski had himself noted the conincidence of
many stationes with frontier forts in 'Die Religion des
r6mischen Heeres', WZ xiv (1895), 98-9 = Aufsdtze zur
rdmischen Heeresgeschichte (1972), 178-9.

*2E. Cauer had already made a list of all the
epigraphically attested beneficiarii of all kinds known to
him in Ephemeris Epigraphica IV (1881), 379-401.

*35.S. Frere, Britannia (1974), 245 note 4.

*4E. Ritterling and E. Stein, Die kaiserlichen Beamten und
Truppenkdrper im rdmischen Deutschland unter dem Prinzipat
{1i932), 78-83; Ph. Filtzinger, 'RUmische Strassenstation
bei Sigmaringen: Beneficiarierinschriften im
rechtscheinischen Obergermanien', Fundberichte aus
Schwaben N.F. xix (1971), 196-206 with Abb. 11-17.

115G, Alfoldy, Noricum (1974), 163, 252-3.

34 . Dobd, Die Verwaltung der rédmischen Provinz Pannonia
von Augustus bis Diocletianus (1968), 159-66.

*7A.Betz, Untersuchungen zur Militdrgeschichte der
rémischen Provinz Dalmatien (1938), 68; J.J. Wilkes,
Dalmatia (1969), 122-7.

*8A. Mo6csy, Gesellschaft und Romanisatiocn in der rémischen
Provinz Moesia Superior (1970), 24 with Abb. 7.

*9A. Dobd, "L'Officium Consularis en Dacie’, Act. Class.
Debrec. xiv (1971). 59-62.

20FE, Ritterling, "Ein Amtsabzeichen der beneficiarii
consularis im Museum zu Wiesbaden', BJ 125 (1919), 11-37.
22G. Behrens, "Mars Weihungen im Mainzer Gebiet', MZ xxxvi
(1941), 19-21.

22K. Raddatz, “Anhdnger in form von Ringknaufschwerten',
SJ 12 (1953), 60-65; H.-J. Hundt, 'Nachtrédge zu den
rbmischen Ringknaufschwerten, Dosenortbdndern und
Miniaturschwertanhéngern', SJ 14 (1955), 51-9.

®2A. Alf81di, “Hasta-Summa Imperii', AJA 63 no 1 (1953)
1-27, esp. 11-12, with Plates 1-10; id., “Vom
Speerattribut der altrdmischen Kbnige zu den
Benefiziarierlanzen', in Limes-Studien. Vortrdge des 3.
internationalen Limes-Kongresses in Rheinfelden/Basel,
1957 (1959), 7-12.

244, Lieb, “Expleta Statione', in M.G. Jarrett and B.

Dobson, Britain and Rome: Studies presented to E. Birlev
(1965), 139-44.
28p, Herz, “Neue Benefiziarieraltdre aus Mainz', ZPE 22

(1976), 191-9.
2%See Ch. IV pp. 79-85.
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CHAPTER I1

THE BENEFICIARII CONSULARIS

The word beneficiarius is defined for us by Festus:

beneficiari dicebantur milites qui vacabant muneris

beneficio; e contrario munifices vocabantur qui non

vacabant. sed munus reipubliae faciebant.? Beneficium was

a legal term meaning a benefit granted by one party to
another and could often even apply to the granting of a

ius, especially by an emperor.® It could refer to

usufruct of land or privileges such as the ius liberorum.®

It could also be employed to describe the conferment of
magistracies and is frequently so used by Cicero.* 1In a

military context it is used of an appointment to a

particular position. Cicero writes gquod scribis de

beneficiis, scito a me et tribunos militares et praefectos

et contubernales, dumtaxat meos, delatos esse, and huic

ego neque tribunatum neque praefecturam neque ullius

beneficii certum nomen peto.® Livy similarly speaks of

military tribunates as being dictatorum et consulum

ferme... beneficia.® An inscription of the first century

AD records a tribunus militum legionis IIII Scythicae

apparently set upon his equestrian career beneficio Divi

Claudi,” and Suetonius tells us that Tiberius venit in

suspicionem per quosdam beneficii sui centuriones

marndata .... dedisse.® Not surprisingly, the literary

sources concern themselves with the appointments of
centurions and senior officers, but there is no reason why

the term should not have been used in exactly the same



wav for iunior anpnointments ® Ry the definition of

Festus, therefore, beneficiarii were men appointed to a

position which freed them from the normal duties of the
common soldier.
Festus wrote in the late second century AD, but the

definition appears in his epitome of the De Significatu

Verborum of M. Verrius Flaccus, an Augustan scholar known

to have used Republican sources.*® A passage of Caesar
shows furthermore that in the late Republican period

beneficiarius was a term applied to soldiers with a close

£,

SY

bd

ent

attachment to a specific senior officer, who wxc evi

the donor of the beneficium. We are told that Petreius,

one of Pompey's legates in Spain, armat familiam; cum hac

et praetoria cohorte caetratorumque barbarisque equitibus

paucis, beneficiariis suis, quos suae custodiae causa

habere consueverat, inproviso ad vallum advolat...;??

since these men were barbarians, it appears that at this
period the word was a general term rather than an army
rank and this seems to be confirmed by another passage of

Caesar describing the army of Pompey: evocatorum (erant

miiia) circiter duo, quae ex beneficiariis superiorum

exercituum ad eum convenerant.?2

It is easy to see how the attachment of beneficiarii

to specific officers led to the use of the term generally
for staff officers under the Principate. Pliny the
Youngér appears to use it in this way in a letter to
Trajan in which he writes to the emperor that he has

informed Gavius Bassus, the praefectus orae Ponticae, that

praecepisse te ut ex cohortibus, quibus me praeesse

voluisti, contentus esset beneficiariis decem, equitibus

duobus., centurione uno;'® this seems to be indicated by an




inscription recently discovered at Ephesus which was

erected to honour Bassus by two stratores, who are

presumably Pliny's equites, and three cornicularii, two

optiones and a tesserarius who describe themselves as

praetori(i) eius and are presumbly the beneficiarii

mentioned in the letter.*4
But it is clear that from the early Principate

beneficiarius was also a specific rank*®® within the

various military staffs (officia) which, with the creaction
of a standing army under Augustus, were now attached to
senior officers on a permanent basis.*® It is as a

specific rank of officer that beneficiarii are always

encountered in the epigraphic evidence from the first
century AD onwards,*?” and this seems to be the way in
which the word is used in most of the papyrus and literary
evidence also.*® The idea of promotion to the rank is

encapsulated in Vegetius's definition in the fourth

century: beneficiarii ab eo appellati quod promoventur

beneficio tribunorum.*®

The overall rank of a beneficiarius was determined by

the rank of the officer to whose officium he was

attached.®° Four types of senior officer are known to

have had beneficiarii in their officia: first. tribuni,

including tribuni of the auxiliary cohorts, tribuni of the
City cohorts and legionary tribunes; secondly, the various

types of praefecti, including the praefecti of auxiliary

units, the praefecti found in the legions, the very

important praefecti at the summit of the equestrian

career. and the Praefectus Urbi; thirdly, the imperial

procurators, almost exclusively provincial procurators;

and fourthly, the senatorial legati, both legati legionis

10



and nraetarian and consular governars 212 Tt was the
duties of the senior officers which determined the duties

and functions of their beneficiarii, and each group of

beneficiarii must be studied in the light of the

requirements of the senior officers whom they served.

This study is concerned with the beneficiarii who served

provincial governors of whatever rank, the equestrian

praesidial procurators and praefecti, and the senatorial

legati, both praetorian and consular.

Although most, if not all, provinces had military
officia, many of these may have been very small and wcre
drawn from whatever troops were available to the governor,
either his own auxiliaries or auxiliary or legionary
troops assigned from neighbouring provinces; large numbers

of officiales are only attested in some of the legionary

provinces where they were almost exclusively

(B ]
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legionaries.?2 With only four certain exceptions, a

known beneficiarii of provincial governors are, where

their status is indicated, recorded as legionaries.®® The
available evidence thus allows discussion in the main only
of the legionary bbff cos who are recorded in a limited
number of provinces, and this must be remembered in what
follows.

There is some evidence to suggest that individual
provincial officia had a fixed number of personnel of each
rank and that in the legionary provinces this number was
related to the number of legions based in a province, with
each legion providing a fixed number of officers of each

rank: the evidence is particularly clear for the grade of

of ficer known as speculator, of which each legion appears

to have supplied ten.2* The evidence for the bbff cos,




however is verv slight and imprecise and rnneists nf twn
inscriptions of the early third century found at

Lambaesis, capital of the recently-created province of

Numidia. One lists four speculatores, thirty beneficiarii

consularis, six candidati, five ex frumentariis, four

quaestionarii, five beneficiarii sexmestris and a haruspex

of the officium, the other, two cornicularii, two

commentarienses, four speculatores, thirty beneficiarii

consularis, five quaestionarii, five beneficiarii

sexmestris and a haruspex.2® The number of speculatores

cn these inscriptions suggests that the officiales listed

were not a full compiement from the province’s one legion,

legio III Augusta; Tacitus tells us that from the time of

Caligula the legionary legate and the Proconsul of Africa
shared the staff officers derived from the legion,2® and
these inscriptions suggest that the arrangement contiued
after the legate became a provincial governor in the

early third century.®” If this is correct, then we must

assume that there was a roughly similar number of

officiales at Carthage at the time of the erection of the

inscriptions, including perhaps another thirty

beneficiarii consularis. We can say, thecrefore, that

legio ITI Augusta, and perhaps every legion, supplied at

least thirty bbff cos, probably more, and perhaps as many

as sixty.=°

’

As administrative staff officers, the bbff cos ranked

as principales of the most exalted group, those classified

by A. von Domaszewski as 'Beneficiarierchargen', to be
distinguished from the 'taktische Chargen', the junior
officers of the century, and the immunes, soldiers whose

specialisations rcleased them from ordinary duties.=z®



Although a career nrogression from an immunis poast through
the various grades of junior officer to a staff post seems
to have been usual amongst the City cohorts, especially
the Praetorians,®° the legionary career structure appears
to have been looser and more flexible, with less need to
hold an immunis post or the full range of posts in the
century before appointment to a staff position.®* Since

the officium consularis was the most important of the

officia staffed by legionaries, the beneficiarii

consularis were amongst the most senior of the legionary

principales.

Unfortunately, very few inscriptions give any
information at all about the career paths which led to an

appointment as beneficiarius consularis. One records a

miles of cohors I Urbana recruited in AD 73 and appointed

beneficiarius of Tettienus Serenus, governor of

|

Lugdunensis, in 79 (?).®2 Two inscriptions, both from
Dalmatia, may record promotions from posts in the century,
although in neither is it certain that the man was a bf

cos; the first records a promotion from tesserarius to an

intermediate rank, perhaps beneficiarius, and then to

cornicularius legati Augusti,®® and the other that the

dedicator was fac(tus) ex option(e)...beneficia{r(ius)]

...[Ma?]rcioni....®* There is, however, unequivocal

evidence from a number of inscriptions of promotions to bf

cos from the rank of frumentarius, a junior position in

the officium consularis (see Ch. III pp. 47-53); these

include a memorial,®® three dedications by bbff cos in

which they rather unusually choose to make specific
mention of their former rank,®® and one of the inscriptions

mentioned above which was erected by the officiales Gf the




governoar of Numidia at Lambhaecic and which liacte

immediately after the thirty bbff cos five candidati and

five ex frum(entariis).®” The former almost certainly and

perhaps alsc the latter, in view of their designation ex,

were awaiting promotion to beneficiarius consularis;=®® if

this interpretation is correct, it might indicate that

about half of the bbff cos at Lambaesis were recruited

from the frumentarii.=s®

The level of experience required to attain the rank

of bf cos can be gauged from the reccr-ded stipendia of

such officers {(excluding veterans who haZ served the
normal 25 year term): 7, 7, 7, 11, 18, 18, 19, 21, 22,

22(?), 28, 23, 23, 24, 26, 31, 32(?); other bbff cos are

known to have died in service at the ages of 30, 33, 37,
38, 40, 40+ and 42 which, given the usual age of
recruitment as between 18 and 23, should indicate similar

stipendia.*® These figures suggest that although a

legionary might atain this rank relatively early in his
career (but even then only after a number of vears of
experience with perhaps one or two posts held before) the
majority will have done so only towards the end of their
careers as they came up to retirement. A fairly large
number of men are known to have retired in this rank; we
have forty certain examples, and another eight with less
certainty, out of a total of roughly 600 recorded bbff
cos.** It is clear, therefore, that the rank of bf cos
could frequently be the culmination of a man's career.
Since each legion may have supplied as many as 60 bbff
cos, whilst there were only about 20 posts below the

centurionate to which they, together with officers of

similar rank, could be promoted, it has been suggested by



D.J. Breeze that the rank acted as an efficiencv bar:?2

but if most bbff cos did not achieve their rank until

perhaps after their twentieth stipendium, and the average

duration of service in a legionary post was three to five
years, as Breeze claims,*® then for them further promotion
before the completion of their twenty-five years was an
unlikely prospect in any event.

Nevertheless, a number of promotions are recorded,

presumably of bbff cos who had come to the rank by

accelerated promotion at a relatively early stage of their
careers. Many of the available promotions were within the

officium consularis,®*?® and this is reflected in the

epigraphic record. One of the men who appears as a bf cos

on the earlier of the two officiales inscriptions from

Lambaesis, C. Caecilius Felix, appears on the later

inscription as a speculator, the next rank up within the

um.*® Another third-century inscription records a

Juie

offic

full career within the officium of the governor of Arabia

of a Ef who is promoted to &KoMeVTQPﬁ&wsthen Kop Vv (Kovu -

Ndpcos then ékKdaTovTapXos...T7s nAyemoyldg. = A

promotion to cornicularius consuiaris is recorded already

in the first century: the soldier of cohors I Urbana

mentioned above, who was appointed beneficiarius of

Tettienus Serenus, governor of Gallia Lugdunensis, in

79(?), four years later became cornicularius Corneli

Gallicani leg(ati) Aug(usti) equestrib(us) stipendiis and

served _item Minici Rufi leg. Aug. before becoming

evocatus in 88 and centurio in 90.%7 In AD 198 an

inscription was set up at Ancyra, capital of Galatia, in

honour of the governor by two beneficiarii et corricularii

ejus, perhaps in gratitude for their promotion,*® and a

-a
a



fhird—rpnfnry ineerintinn froam Vazaivi in Numidia
apparently records a bf cos at the statio there who

ex[pl(eto) temlpore was promoted corniculari(us).*®

There were fewer openings for promotion outside the

officium consularis, but one of the bbff cos recorded on

)

the later of the two Lambaesis officiales inscriptions, T.

Aelius Victorinus is subsequently recorded as having died,

after 23 years of service, in the rank of cornicul(arius)

praef(ecti) (legionis III Augustae), that is at the head

of (in this case) the main legiconary officium.®° A much

less conventional promotion is recorded at Brigctio where

a bf cos was appointed trierar[{cha] ciass(is) Fl[aviae]

Pann(onicae).®*

The other three promotions recorded were to
centurion, probably directly in all the cases. The

Flavius Origenes recorded in 196 on the Colossus of Memnon

at Thebes as beneficiarius of the Prefect of the Egypt is

probably identical with theﬂ\frqygyns recorded as a
, /
centurion on an ostrakon of 205 from Pselkis;®2 at Vazaivi

a man who was probably a bf cos was ex]pleta statione

promotus ad [7?] leg(ionis) II Italiicae;®2 and at Mourik

. . . . < 4
in Syria Palaestina a memorial was set up ]?ou¢(g ﬁeve—

1

Cfbm(unp(/c;) )c\\vno'ffp(q—rr’”ou) fﬂo"r&‘vg ﬂpu'—rw xe\t@[\/oﬂ

im%wlpas by his brother who was Trpe[l,uo]ne(X QP(OS Xe\{LZVos

Tﬁs QﬁTHE].G‘ All three of these promotions date from the

third century and it may be that it was not until this
period that such promotions were generally possible, as
has been suggested by both A. von Demaszewski arnd D.J.
Breeze; the latter has, furthermore, seen such promotions

as part of a general pattern of the increasing importance

—
o} ]



in the third centurv of staff pbosts as qualifications for
the centurionate.®®
A few other inscriptions allow us to further define

the ranking of the bbff cos within both the officium

consularis and the army as a whole. In the context of the

officium, bbff cos are listed immediately before

exceptores on an inscription from Vazaivi and

quaestionarii on an inscription from Lambaesis, and

immediately after speculatores on six inscriptions, all

from Lambaesis.®® Two inscriptions provide inftformation

T

about their ranking relative to army officers outside th

officium. One, found at E1 Gehara in Numidia, was

dedicated by a centurio legionis(?), a decurio alae and a

bf cos recorded in that order;®7 the other was set up in
AD 155 at Montana in Moesia Inferior, in honour of the

governor , by a century-strong vexillation of legio XI

Claudia under the command of a centuricn; it lists a bf

cos, then the “principales' including a tes(serarius), a

tub(icen), a cornicem (sic) and a med(icus), then the

“imunes' (sic) consisting of two ven(atores), then sixty-

seven ordinary soldiers of the first five cohorts of the

legion, ending with a decurio... ex eq{uite) leg(ionis) XI

Cl(audiae) who clearly stands outside the order of

precedence in the rest of the inscription.®®

As fairly senior principales, bbff cos were

relatively well-paid. According to the pay-scales
suggested by both A. von Domaszewski and D.J. Breeze they

would be duplicarii receiving double the basic rate of pay

of a pedes.®® There is direct evidence for their status

from the tombstone of a bf cos duplicarius of legio V

Macedonica found at Tomi.®°® It is reasonable to suppose




(although evidence for this is entirely lacking) that as

duplicarii, they could look forward to a double or at

least increased discharge bonus on retirement compared to
that of the common soldier, which was fixed at 3000
denarii under Augustus and 5000 under Caracalla.®?

With a sizeable discharge bonus in cash, or its
equivalent in land, and with his accumulated savings,®2
the veteran bf cos should have been reasonably comfortabie
at his chosen place of retirement. Some were perhaps
already members of curial famulies in their home towns: a

bf cos of iegio I Italica was commemorated at Histria in

Moesia Inferior by his brother who was d{ecurio)

m{unicipii) Durosteri(sic).®® Another bf cos set up an

inscription at Sarmizegethusa in Dacia in conjunction with

his sister and two brothers, one a frumentarius and

decurion of the colonia, the other a mil(es) coh(ortis) I

Praet{orianae) scriniarius Praef(ectorum) Prastor{io) and

also a decurion, in memory of their father, himself a

retired bf cos of legio XIII Gemina Severiana who had

become dec(urio) et IIviralis col(oniae) Sarmiz(egethusae)

Metrop(oliis).®* No doubt family influence wouid have

assisted these men in gaining their positions in the

officium consularis. This sort of family background may

explain how an early second-century bf cos of legio XIIII

Gemina who was buried at Salona, capital of Dalmatia, at

the age of thirty-nine after nineteen years of service

could have become dec(urio) col(oniae) Aequf{i) and flamen
whilst still a serving solder.®®
There may have been other reasons, however, for the

election of M.Pompeius Lucius, a serving bf cos of l!egio I

13
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Ttalica. nrobahly in the reign of Caracalla, as (3(‘_\\_)\4_'13‘7‘!'_!5

Atovugo Tro\ec'rav KahaTt CLvav /"ldp mcxvoﬁo\exﬁ\; esa

B. Gerov has drawn attention to the honours awarded to T.

Aurelius Flavinus, a primipilaris who was made bouleuta

civitatium Tyranorum, Dionysopolitanorum, Marciano-

politanorum, apparently for his prowess at Tyras during an

inroad of the Carpi into Moésia Inferior in AD 214, and
has suggested that Pompeius Lucius was similarly rewarded
for his actions in the same year;®7 these were perhaps
performed at Dionysopolis where he set up the inscriptiocn
which records his honours and where he may have beer
serving in a statio.

The aedileship of col(onia) Nap{(ocensium) in Dacia

held by Valerius Valentinus, a bf cos stationed at C§§ei
in 239,©® may also have been a reward for special

services. Valentinus is one three bbff cos

eqpigraphically recorded as agens sub sifg{nis}] Samum cum

reg(ione) Ans(amensium), implying some sort of the

military organisation of the area to the north of the
fort, perhaps in the reign of Gordian III to which two of
the inscriptions are certainly dated.®® C§§ei, which
protected the approaches to Napoca along the river Szamos,
seems to have been situated on an active frontier:

another bf cos stationed here in 224 set up two altars,

one dedicated Deae Nemesi... mufl]tis insidiis nf{ulminibus

libfe]lratus.”® Furthermore, the title Dacicus Maximus

taken by Maximinus in 236 suggests that there had been
recent trouble with the Free Dacians of the Carpathians,7?
and if Gordian's governors had ordered their bbff to

organise the border tribe of the Ansamenses for defence

19



there was amnle obpbportunitv for one of them to earn the

gratitude of the colonia.

It is likely, however, that most bbff cos who aspired

to municipal honours had to wait until retirement. None
are recorded in the western frontier provinces but a
number are Known from the more municipalised Danube
region. The earliest is a veteran bf cos of the late
first century who had served for thirty-two (?) years in

legio VII Claudia and died at the age of sixty as

gqgu({a)es(tor) IlIvir col(oniae) F|l(aviae)] F(elicis)

D{ardanorum ), that is of Scupi in Moesia Superior, near

which he was buried.”® Two former bbff cos of legio VIi

Claudia are known to have become decuriones of municipium

Aelium Viminacium, the capital of the same province and
the legion's headquarters, one of them commemorated there
on an inscription of the mid second century,”® the other,
probably at a later date, recording the rebuilding a
temple to Mithras.7*

In Dalmatia a former bf cos of legio X Gemina buried

at Lipa is recorded as dec(urio) municipii, presumably of

nearby Pelva,”® and in Pannonia Suy erior a veteran of

legio I Adiutrix was a dec(urio) c(oloniae) C(laudiae)

S(avariae) where he was buried.’®

In Dacia a veteran bf cos of legio V Macedonica

erected two inscriptions at Apulum, capital of the Three

Dacias, one giving thanks Aesculapio et Hygiae ceterisque

diis deabusque huiusq(ue) loci salutarib(us) for the

return of his eyesight, the other dedicated Apol[l1lini

Dianae et Leto ceterisque diis deabfus]q(ue) huius loci

salutar[ibJus ex imperio numi[n]is and recording the

construction of a bridge, perhaps across a stream within



the temenns nf the nrnhahle Aceleneinn with whicrh hath
inscriptions are to be associated; the second inscription

indicates that the man had become a dec(urio) col(oniae)

Apul({ensium).”7 Also found at Apulum was a dedication

made by a veteran bf cos of legio XIII Gemina who 1is

recorded as dec(urio) col(oniae) Sarmis(egethusae)”® and

is identical with the man already mentioned as a decurio

et IIviralis of Sarmizegethusa in the reign of Severus

Alexander, commemorated there by his three sons and a
daughter.”® Again at Sarmizegethusa a veteran bf cos of

legio XIII Gemina commemorated his wife whilst still a

dec{(urio) col(oniae) and was himself commemorated on the

same stone by his sons having died at the age of 65 as

dec(urio) col{oniae) quaest (or) II vir.®e®°

Outside the Danube provinces, an inscription from

Bostra, capital of the province of Arabia, was set up as

y ’ / p) ~ PIEEN ~
@\ K\Y\M@VTOS Mvrl,uoo‘uvov ou GT_pCLVoU Eczmo ,’3¢ K da(

[5ou\af6b?1 and at Lambaesis a dedication was made

Folrtunae [Re]duci Aug(ustorum) by a former bf legati

legionis III Augustae whose origo was Carthage but who had

become duofvl]iralicius et pontifex municipii

Lambae(sis).®=

Some veteran bbff cos aspired higher still, including

perhaps the last mentioned man from Lambaesis who goes on

to note that he was pater Hostili Saturnini eq(uo)

pub[lic]o exorna{ti].®® Two others sought to enter the

militia equestris themselves. One man, buried at Cologne,

capital of Germania Inferior, sometime after AD 233 is

described as equestris militiae petitor®®* and another who

>~ LY ’
was apparently.aifo 5p of the &map)os [Jeco mo Tamigsalso

calls himself TETELTOp ; the 'VUGPXﬁ to whose son the man
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dedicated his inscription at Philippopolis in Arahia was
Tulius Priscus, brother of the emperor Philip, who may
have held his Prefecture of Mesopotamia during this
brother's reign and may therefore have been an exceptional

patron for the candidature of his beneficiarius.®® Both

D.J. Breeze and E. Birley see the aspirations of these two
men to equestrian status as part of a general phenomenon

of the recruitment of equestrian officers from former army

principales which first appears in the third century AD.®S

However, the only veteran bf cos known to have

actually cbtained a post in the militia equestris is the

mid second-century dec{urio) m{unicipii) A(elii)

V(iminacii) mentioned above, who became praef(ectus)

coh(ortis) I Aquet(anorum) (sic) with the army of

Britannia, and died in Britain at the age of 55 years;®”

if he was recruited into legio VII Claudia at the usual

age of between 18 and 23 years and served the normal term
of 25 years, then he will have obtained his prefecture
about 5 to 10 years after his retirement.

This evidence shows that about 20% of the known

veteran bbff cos were prosperous enough and willing to

take on municipal honores with their associated munera;
many did so even in the third century when councils were
becoming increasingly hard to fill and despite the
immunity from compulsory service granted to all
veterans,®® and a few were even able to hope for
advancement to the equestrian order.

Most bbff cos would, it appears, have been solid, °

experienced men in their thirties or forties who were
comptetent enough to have risen from the ranks but were

probably not high-fliers. This sort of ofticer is perhaps



exactly that which we chonld exnect tao have formed the
core of those officia which were charged with the minutiae
of the administration of the Roman provinces and the Roman
armies. The structure and functions of these provincial

officia form the subject of the next chapter.

*Festus, De Verb. Sign., p. 30 (L) s.v. beneficiari.

2See Th. Mommsen, R8misches Staatsrecht II1.2 (3rd ed.
1887), 1126 with note 1.

®Beneficium referring to usufruct of land: Hyg. De Lim.
Const. in K. Lachmann (ed.), Gromatici Veteres (1848), p.
202; referring to the jus libercrum: Pauins, Sent..
Iv,9,9.

“E.g. Cic. Verr. III, 137; IV, 187; pro Mur. c.1; c.2;
c.40; Phil. XIV, 25; etc.

®Cic. ad Fam. Vv, 20, 7; VII, 5, 3.

°Livy IX, 3¢, 3.

“III 335 Apamea.

8Suet. Tib. 12.

®Cf. III 10842 with p. 2187 Siscia: IOM et Cereri C.
Veratius Hispanus et T. Fl(avius) Campester [s]p(e)
b(ene)f(iciatus) (?); X 410 Volcei (Regio III): C. Coelio
Aniceto mil(iti) coh(ortis) II Pr(aetoriae)

sing(ularis) trib(uni), spe beneficiatus....

1°0n Festus see R. Helm, RE XXI 2316-9; on M. Verrius
Flaccus see A. Dihle, RE VIII A 1636-45.

**Caes. BC I,75,2.

*2Caes. BC III,88,4.

**pPliny, Ep. X,21, 1; the beneficiarii are to be
understood as Bassus's, not Pliny's; cf. the ten
beneficiarii assigned by Pliny to the procurator Virdius
Gemellinus (Ep. X,27).

*4AE 1972 n. 573 Ephesus (Asia).

18g, Sander, ~Zur Rangordnung des r8mischen Heeres: die
gradus ex caliga', Historia 3 (1954/5), 87-105 has
attempted to show that in the first century AD junior
officers, the principales, had functions but held no
actual rank, and that,even in the second century and
after, within each of the three groups of principales
recognized by A. von Domaszewski (see below) all officers
held the same rank; this view has been challenged by G.R.
Watson, The Roman Soldier (1969), 75ff and M. Clauss,
Untersuchungen zu den principales des rUmischen Heeres von
Augustus bis Diokletian. Cornicularii, Speculatores,
Frumentarii (1978), 14-16, and it is now generally
accepted that the principales held ranks and did not
merely have functions, and that there was differentiation
in ranking within each of the three groups right from the
beginnings of the Roman arnmy.

i80n the creation of the military officia see A.H.M.
Jones, ~“The Roman Civil Service (Clerical and Sub-Clerical
Grades)', JRS xxxix (1949), 44-6 and below Ch. III pp. 33-
6.

27 See Ch. III note 11 for the earliest epigraphically
attested beneficiarii of provincial governors.




18For the papvrus evidence on the beneficiarii of
provincial governors see Ch. V pp. 254-5 with notes 6-11;
for the literary evidence see Ch. III pp. 45-6.

1®%Vegetius II, 7.

20Relative rankings have been established by A. von
Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung des r8mischen Heeres (1908;
2nd ed. B. Dobson, 1967) and are tabulated there pp. 15,
18, 27, 56, 59.

213ee A. von Domaszewski, op. cit., 313-4 (Register A1),
indexing his discussions of the different types of
beneficiarii.

22See Ch. III pp. 34-5.

23The exceptions are III 12679 Doclea (Dalmatia), a bf cos
of cohors (VIII) Voluntaricrum; XII 2602 Genava
(Narbonensis), a former bf of the governor of Gallia
Lugdunensis from cohors I Urbana (see pp. '41, 145-6): IGR
III 130 Tyana (Cappadocia), a bf cos of the XQDTq'ﬂDqu 3
IGR III 677 Patara (Lycia et Pamphylia), a bf cos
ofGﬂequ pdTH Movsouhdu (v ; see also Ch. III note 9 on
the likelihood that the twenty-five recorded beneficiarii
of the praesidial procurator of Noricum were auxiliaries.
2+*See Ch. III pp. 388 (cornicularii), 40 (commentarienses},
42 (speculatores), 47 (frumentarii), 53-4 (quaestionarii),
55(librarii), 56 (exceptores), 58(beneficiarii
sexmestris), 60 (haruspex), 61 (stratores), and pp. 63-4
in general.

25AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaaesis (Numidia), early third
century, and VIII 2586 Lambaesis, early third century; the
inscriptions can be closely dated both absolutely and
relative to each other: AE 1917/18 n. 57 can be dated by
Acutius Ingenus, one of the speculatores who appears on
VIII 2618 Lambaesis, AD 211/2 as a retired centurion, and
is the earlier of the two as Iulius Donatus appears on
both inscriptions as quaestionarius and Caecilius Felix
who appears as a bf cos on this inscription is promoted to
speculator on VIII 2587; the latter is dated by C. Iulius
Dexter who is recorded as beneficiarius tribuni on VIII
2564 Lambaesis, AD 199 or 202 but is promoted to
speculator in this inscription and on VIII 2750 Lambaesis,
reign of Caracalla (?) as a cornicularius, and by C.
Calventius Ianuarius who appears as a cornicularius on
this inscription and as a centurion on VIII 2742
Lambaesis, reign of Alexander Severus.

28Tac. Hist. IV 48: ablatam proconsuli legionem misso in
eam rem legato tradidit. aequatus inter duos beneficiorum
numerus...; this is confirmed by Hadrian's address to

legio ITI Augusta: VIII 2532 Lambaesis, AD 128: quod
omnibus annis per vices in officium pr{ocon]sulis
mittitur. See Ch. III pp. 34-5.

27Numidia was constituted a province between 198/9 and
208; see H.-G. Pflaum, “A propos de la date de la création
de la province de Numidie', Libyca 5 (1957), 61-75; M.P.
Speidel, "The Singulares of Africa and the Establishment
of Numidia as a Province', Historia 22 (1973), 125-7. See
also below, note 56.

281f the correct figure is sixty, this would give an
overall ratio of one bf cos per century in the legion,
just as the figure of ten speculatores per legion gives
one per cohort (though this is not to suggest that each
century ©provided one beneficiarius).




29A. von Domasazewski. Die Rangordnung des rbmischen
Heeres (1908; 2nd ed. B. Dobson, 1967), 1-6.

30See D.J. Breeze, “The Career structure below the
centurionate during the Principate', ANRW II.1 (1974),
441 .

32The whole question has been the subject of a number of
articles by D.J. Breeze including “Pay Grades and Ranks
below the Centurionate', JRS 1xi (1971), 130-35; op. cit.
(note 30), 435-51; “The Organization of the career
structure of the immunes and principales of the Roman
army', BJ 174 (1974), 245-92; all of these are based on
his The Immunes and Principales of the Roman Army
(Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Durham 1970).

32XI1 2602 Genava (Gallia Narbonensis), AD 96-8; see below
and Ch. IV pp. 141, 145-6 with notes 130, 148.

32111 9908 Burnum {(Dalmatia): .. o miliiti)l les(ionis) Xi
ftesslerar(io) [bf?] cornifculario] leg(ati) Aug(usti)
...

34111 1783 Narona (Dalmatia); the identification otf the
dedicator as a bf cos is made more likely by the fact that
the only other serving officers epigraphically attested at
Narona are commanders of auxiliary units and beneficiarii
consularis, although the apparent name in the last line
does not fit any known governor.

8511 4154 = ILS 2369 Tarraco: probato in leg(ione) VI
Ferralt(a)] trafns}lato frumentarioc in leg(ionem) VII
G{(eminam) P(iam) F(idelem), facto [bf] cos, militavit ann.
XXI vixit ann. XXXX.

387II 3020 = 10057 Metulum .(Dalmatia): ex fru(mentario)
bf cos; VIII 17627 Vazaivi (Numidia): Je]lx frumen[ta]rio
bf cos; Spomenik 1xxi no 209 Kosovska Mitrovica (Moes.
Sup.): bf cos ex fru(mentario); it is possible that all
these men had recently been promoted but see also Ch. V p.
269.

*7AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis (Numidia).

38Against this it might be argued that none of the
candidati or ex frumentariis reappear as bbff cos on VIII
2586, the later of the two officiales inscriptions from
Lambaesis (see above note 25), but only two names are
common to both inscriptions in any case, which perhaps
indicates that they were separated by a number of years or
that some of the men on AE 1917/18 n. 57 had been seconded
to Carthage when VIII 2586 was set up (see note 26).

39For the recorded careers of frumentarii see Ch. III
notes 70-1. Note also VIII 10724 = 17635 Vazaivi
(Numidia) which appears to have been dedicated by a bf
clos exfpl(eto) tem]pore corniculari(us) (cf. VIII 10717 =
17628 exacta sta(tione), 10718 = 17626 ex]pleta
[s]tatione, 10723 = 17634 ex]pleta statione, 17636
ex]pl(eto) temp(ore); all from Vazaivi), but for which an
alternative reading might be bf clos ex[adiu]tore
corniculari(orum); on adiutores of the officium consularis
see Ch. III pp. 57-8. Two bbff cos are recorded as being
additionally adiutores principis, assistants to the
princeps praetorii at the head of the officium (see Ch.
III pp. 36-7): IIT 12679 Doclea (Dalmatia) mil(es)
coh(ortis) (VIII) Vol(untariorum) adiuft(or)]/princ(ipis)
bf cos; AE 1916 n. 29 Djemila (Numidia) bf Subatiani
Proculi leg(ati) Auggg pr(opraetore) co(n)s(ulis)
desig(nati) adiutor principis praetori(i); in both cases,
since the men do not call themselves ex adiutore, the




one after another; cf. Ch. III note 16. Note that in AE
1925 n. 125 El1 Kantara (Numidia), also erected by a bf
cos, Adiutor appears to have been the man's cognomen and
not his rank. A. von Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung des
rmischen Heeres (1908; 2nd ed. B.Dobson, 1967), 33 has
also noted promotions from quaestionarius (VIII 20251 =
ILS 4496 Satafis (Mauretania Caesariensis)), 2nd/3rd

cent. : bf dup(larius) ex quaestionario) and duplicarius
alae (VIII 21567 Géryville (Mauretania Caesariensis), AD
174, but the latter seems to be a mistake and neither
inscription certainly records a bf of the governor,
although the promotion from quaestionarius does seem to
indicate that the man had been serving in the governor's
officium (see Ch. III pp. 53-4).

“%Recorded stinendia of bbff cos: E. Vorbeck, Militipr-
inschriften aus Carnuntum (2nd ed., 1980), no 304 (served
7 years); AE 1957 n. 191 (served 7 years, died aged 25
vears); IGR III 677 (served 7 years, died aged 27 years);
ITI 13807 (served 11 years, died aged 28 years); XIII 6143
{served 18 years, died aged 33 years 8 months); Inscr.
Scyth. Min. I no 302 (served 18 years, died aged 38(7)
years; AE 1979 n. 447 (served 19 years, died aged 39
years; II 4154 (served 21 years, died aged 40 years); III
11240 (served 22 years, died aged 40 years); XIII 1843(?)
(served 22 years, but not certainly a bf); III 142142°
(served 23 years, died aged 40 years); III 6300 (served 23
vears, died aged 40 years, 3 months, 18 days); II 4144
(served 23 years, died aged 45 years); II 4167 (served 24
vears, died aged 41 years); XIII 6558 (served 26 years);
VII 156 (served 31 years, died aged 52 years); Spomenik
1xxi no 650 (a veteran, served 32(?) years, died aged 60
years); note also XII 2602, a miles of cohors I Urbana
appointed bf of the governor of Lugdunensis after 6(?)
year's service (see p. 13); XIII 7338 and AE 1962 n. 228
erected by the same bf cos who had served at least 10
years; VIII 27854 was erected by a beneficiarius of two
successive legati of legio III Augusta

who had served 6 years and died aged 25 years; note that
the two quickest recorded appointments to this rank,
within only 6 years (XII 2602 and VIII 27854), both date
to the first century. Recorded ages of serving bbff cos
at death: III 5510 (30 years); III 3535 (33 years);
Inscr. Lat. Alg. I no 2203 (30 years); III 3544 (37
years); G. Alfbldy, Die r8mischen Inschriften von Tarraco
£1975), no 198 (37 years); III 6376 = 8656 (38 years); A.
Aricescu, The Army in Roman Dobrudja (1980), 207 no 40
(40 years); III 8252 (40+ years); II 4164 (42 years):; note
also XIII 7001 (21 years, 5 months, 26 days, but not
certainly a bf); the following ages are recorded for
beneficiarii (legati) legionis III Augustae (cf. note 56):
35 years (VIII 2901), 37 years (VIII 2798), 40 years (VIII
2854), 41 years (VIII 4246), 44 years (VIII 2823), 57
years (VIII 2837).

41Retired bbff cos: IT 4149; III 987; 1091(?); 1485:
2677(?); 3474; 3543; 3902; 3970; 4057; 4191; 4833(?);
4860; 4964 = 11524(7?); 5815; 6580 (=ILS 2304)(?): 6800:
7505; 7545; 7692; T736; 7742; 8745; 9847; 10427; 10522;
12659; 14216°; 14217*; 14507 (three retired bbff cos);
VIII 9380;XIII 1843(?);8293; AE 19106 n. 150; 1933 n. 248
(the same man erected III 7742); 1956 n. 252; 1961 n. 332;

Dosts seem tn have heen held simnltaneoncly rather than
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1969/70 n. 633 (two retired bbff Praefecti Aegvntil): 1972
n. 440; 1973 n. 447; 1975 n. 652; 1980 n. 735; Inscr.
Bostra. 9422; IGR III 1202 (=ILS 8847); SB 9157, T(?);
Spomenik 1xXxxi no 650. Another seven or eight retired
beneficiarii (legati) legionis III Augustae (cf. note 56)
are recorded: VIII 2829; 2990; 4436 = 18595; 18067 (two
bbff leg(ionis); 18087 (?); AE 1537 n. 84 (two bbff
(legionis?). The following papyri record fourth century
bbff of the Prefect of Egypt or of the praesides of the
Egyptian provinces: BGU 1049, 2 and 24; P. Lips. 22, 3;
P. Lips. 41, 3; PSI 469, 4; SB 7756, 14; on the different
nature of fourth-century officiales see Ch. III. pp. 66-T7.
*2D.J. Breeze, BJ 174 (1974), 275-6; he lists the officers
holding posts below the centurionate to which a bf cos
could be promoted: "10 speculatores, 1 or 2
commenitarienses, one cornicularius nraefecii, one
cornicularius tribuni, possibly 2 cornicularii
procuratoris, 1 or 2 cornicularii consularis”, to which
should be added 1 cornicularius legati legionis and a
limited number of posts as optio spei.

431bid., 276-8, 289.

“*See note 42; on the structure of the officium consuiaris
and the place of the bbff cos within it see Ch. III.

*5AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis (Numidia), early 3rd cent.
and VIII 2586 Lambaesis, early 3rd cent.; see note 25. It

is unlikely, though not impossible, that the T. Flavius
Celsinus recorded as 3 bf coc of legio X1 Claudia on ABR 1967 n 430 Chersonesus (the Crimea,Necs.

1 {) and on c . Q L, . .\ i3 % \ aith C ofF of1or N A4 A X o

I“II 3524 iquincum E(F&ai%ﬁz"}“ Int ?j)s’fgléf‘bmsgi)tteh?n%e"mﬂ . Dl 2‘2‘%‘%9}‘“&"‘ SARE nameh
“8IGR III 1264 = ILS 8880 Nela (Arabia), 3rd cent.

47X11 2602 Genava (Gallia Narbonensis), AD 96-8; see Ch.

IV pp. 141, 145-6 with notes 130, 148.
48III 252 = 6754 Ancyra (Galatia), AD 198.

4®yIII 10724 = 17635 Vazaivi (Numidia), 3rd cent.; on the
reading see note 38. A. von Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung
des r8mischen Heeres (1908; 2nd ed. B. Dobson, 1967), 33

also assumes that a number of officiales recorded away
from the provincial capital were bbff cos outposted to
stationes (see Ch. IV) who had just received promotion,
including speculatores (III 3021, 3615, 8173, 13719), a
commentariensis (V 6867) and a corniculariug legionis (III
10568); von Domaszewski is wrong to cali him a
"cornicularius des Statthalters"); but there is no reason
to suppose that speculatores could not be outposted in
their own right (see Ch. III p. 45 with note 60), the
commentariensis is recorded at the summit of the Great St.
Bernard pass alongside numerous other army officers in
transit (see Ch. IV pp. 190-1) and the cornicularius, as
well as one of the speculatores (III 3615), is recorded at
Transaquincum, just across the Danube from Aquincum, the
capital of Pannonia Inferior and the site of the
headquarters of legio II Adiutrix.

soyII] 2586 Lambaesis (Numidia), early third century and
AE 1976 n. 712 Djemorah (Numidia), early third century.

A. von Domaszewski, loc. cit. assumes that the
cornicularius praefecti legionis who made a dedication at
Vazaivi in Numidia (VIII 17625) was also a promoted bf cos

because (op. cit., 33 note 8) "der Stein ist am Orte der
statio eines beneficiarius consularis gefunden”, but

different officers of several units are recorded here and,
although two bbff cos record promotions at the end of
their time here (VIII 10724 = 17635, see note 38; VIII

S |
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10718 = 17626, see Y.leuit\[\m&e‘ﬁ\t‘n@‘mis nno need to follaw this
assumption; nevertheless, it is necessary to explain what
one of the heads of the legionary officium (and indeed the
bbff cos) were doing here and one might suggest that
Vazaivi could have acted as some sort of administrative
centre for the forts to the south, the garrisons of which
are mostly unknown (Cf. E. Fentress, Numidia and the Roman
Army (1979), 96-8) but might be partly legionary; cf. Ch.
V p. 261 with note 30.
82111 4319 Brigetio (Pannonia Superior/Inferior), 2nd/3rd
cent.
®2A. and E. Bernand, Les Inscriptions grecques et latines
du Colosse de Memnon (1960) no 58 cf. no 57 Thebes
(Egypt), 24/25 February AD 196, and U. Wilcken,
Griechische Ostraka aus Aegypten und Nubien (1899), no
1128 Pselkis in Nubia (Egypt), 30 June AD 205
B3VIII 10718 = 17626 Vazaivi(Numidia), 3rd cent.
®4AE 1932 n. 57 Mourik (Syria Palaestina), 3rd cent. A.
von Domaszewski, loc. cit. (note 49) alsc supposes a
promotion to centurion on III 3306=15149 Sopiana (Pann.
Inf.), 2nd/3rd cent. but has restored a centurial sign for
no good reason, and takes the centurions recorded on III
10060 Metulum (Dalmatia) and XIII 6429= Hochheim (Germ.
Sup.) to be promoted bbff cos, but is again guessing on
the assumption that centurions (perhaps with a detachment
of troops) cannot be outposted around the provinces in
their own right, which is clearly nonsense. He also takes
his reading of [s]p(e) b(ene)f(iciatus) on III 10842 cf.
p. 2187 Siscia (Pann. Sup.) to imply imminent promotion to
the centurionate although both the reading and its
interpretation are extremely uncertain; bbf(f) appears to
me to be more likely since there are two names on the
dedication and Siscia is one of the very few stationes in
the empire where several bbff cos are recorded together;
see Ch. V notes 15, 26); the bf cos...candidatus on VIII
21056 Caesarea {(Mauretania Caesariensis) is not
necessarily a candidate for the centurionate or indeed for
any military post, and there is no compelling reason to
suppose that the miles leg(ionis) VIII Aug(ustae)
Alexandrianae candidatus d(omini) n(ostr)i(?) on XIII 2596
Laize (Galiia Lugdunensis) was a bf cos. Von Domaszewski,
op. cit., 34 furthermore seems to take a decurio cohortis
who records that he is exple(to) tempore (VIII 17619) and
a centurio cohortis (VIII 17631), both from Vazaivi
(Numidia) as promoted bbff cos, like, as he believes, the
cornicularius praefecti legionis attested there (see note
50); but this is again to suppose that such officers could
not have been outposted (again, perhaps with a detachment
of troops) in their own right; cf. AE 1975 n. 677, a
dec(urio) [eq(uitum)] coh(ortis) III A[lp(inorum)] iterata
statione. It is unlikely that the Ulpius Malchus who was
a bf of Q. Rammius Martialis, Prefect of Egypt AD 117-9,
recorded in P. Bremen 5 and 6, is identical with the M.
Ulpius Malchus who as a centurion of legio XXII Primigenia
erected an altar found at Amorbach near Miltenberg in
Germania Superior, perhaps in the second half of the
secocnd century (XIII 66C6 = ILS 2626).

A completely anomalous first-century promotion
from ﬁCw€¢(kuip(osl of the praesidial procurator of
Judaea fo’cmdpXos 6melpns has been proposed by M. Avi-
Yonah, “The Epitaph of T. Mucius Clemens', Israel




Exnloratinn Journal 18 (19R8R), 285R-AR4, bhut it ie clear
that the correct reading should be ﬁ[oqeésl, probably of the
procurator of Syria; see AE 1967 n. 525; W. Eck, RE Suppl.
XV 291-2 s.v. Mucius, n. 9a; H. Deﬁper, Prosopographia
Militiarum Equestrium quae fuerunt ab Augusto ad Gallienum
IT (1977), 581-2 (M 68).

®®A. von Domaszewski, loc. cit. (note 49); D.J. Breeze, BJ
174 (1974), 270-1.

5eBbff cos before exceptores: VIII 10723 = 17634 Vazaivi
(Numidia); 3rd cent.; before quaestionarii: VIII 2751
Lambaesis (Numidia), reign of Caracalla; after
speculatores: AE 1967 n. 575, AD 174/6; AE 1967 n. 577, AD
186; VIII 18276, 2nd/3rd cent.; AE 1917/18 n. 57, early
3rd cent.; VIII 2586, early 3rd cent.? VIII 2751, early
3rd cent.; all from Lambaesis. The reading col(legium)
ijmmunium et] bf on AE 1967 n. 588 Lambaesis, AD 197/8 is
far from certain and provides no evidence for ranking.
Note that AE 1967 n. 575 and n. 576 show that the legatus
legionis III Augustae was entitled tc speculatores,
usually the prerogative of provincial governors (see Ch.
IIT p. 41-5), before the generally accepted date of
between 198/9 and 208 for the creation of the province of
Numidia (see above, note 27); consequently we must assume
either that Numidia was a province by 174/6, long before
its first attestation in 208/10 (AE 1911 n. 107 = ILS
9488), or, more likely, that the legionary legate, as the
commander of an independent army district (see above, note
26) was allowed an officium normal to a governor; cf. the
singulares of the (as I believe) legionary legate Q.
Anicius Faustus attested in 198/9 (AE 1957 n. 122 = 1971
n. 507 = 1973 n. 629) and a pre-Claudian speculator of the
commander of the Lower German army district (ILN Fréjus,
162-3 no 149; see Ch. IV p. 141 with note 128).

87VIII 18025 El1 Gehara (Numidia), early 3rd cent.:
...[Tu]lius Florus [7] leg III Aug. [...]Jus Pastor
[de]lc(urio) al(ae) I P[ann(onoirum)] [Pom]ponius Ma[xi]mus
bf fclos.... It is not certain that the b[f...] listed
after a decurio alae and a decurio cohortis and before a
duplicarius alae and four sesquiplicarii of the Numidian
army on VIII 21567 Géryville (Mauretania Caesariensis) was
a bf cos, as A. von Domaszewski, op. cit. (note 49), 34
takes him to be; it is perhaps more likely that he was b[f
pr(aefecti alae or cohortis)].

88TII 7449 Montana (Moes. Inf.), AD 155; see R. Saxer,
Untersuchungen zu den vexillationen des rmischen
Kaiserreiches von Augustus bis Diokletian. Epigraphische
Studien I (1967), 89-90 no. 265; N.B. Rankov, ~“A
Contribution to the Military and Administrative History of
Montana' in A.G. Poulter (ed.) Ancient Bulgaria, Papers
presented to the International Symposium on the Ancient
History and Archaeology of Bulgaria, University of
Nottingham, 1981, Part 2 (1983), 52-4; the bf cos may have
been operating partly in place of the centurion's optio
(N.B. Rankov, op. cit., 54).

89A. von Domaszewski, op. cit. (note 49), 71; D.J. Breeze,
“Pay Grades and Ranks below the Centurionate', JRS 1xi
(1971), 133-4; Breeze suggests that senior principales
could receive double pay either as pedites or, for the
most senior, as equites, but there is evidence of the
latter status only for cornicularii.
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8°TTT 7550 Tomi (Mnes Tnf ): ~f the hf dunlicarins an
VIII 20251 Satafis (Mauretania Caesariensis) who was not
necessrily attached to the officium of a provincial
governor.

®*Discharge bonus under Augustus: Dio LV, 23, 1; under
Caracalla: Dio LXXVIII, 24, 1. On the likelihood that
individual discharge bonuses were related to the soldier's
position on the pay scale see P.A. Brunt, “Pay and
Superannuation in the Roman Army', PBSR 18 (1950), 63 with
notes 92, 68; the only evidence which Brunt can find to

cite is V 5832 = ILS 2338 Milan, AD 29 which records an
aquilifer...curator vete[ran(orum)] who received praemia

duplificial].

®2See G.R. Watson, The Roman Soldier (1969), 104-7.
®3Inscr. Scyth. Min. I no 302 Histria (Moes. Inf.),
2nd/3rd cent.; the expansion of the Latin abbreviation is
guaranteed by a parallel Greek text. Cf. also the late
second-century fevedikidpios §yCeludvos buried at Kobuglar
in Lycia et Pamphylia by his brother who was Cepels 6(d Blov
Bewlvl 24uaOpqrey , and his mother who wds (épecq

.3 Pdlov)  Tei1edu  An unTpol) 15 AaumpolrdTigs TSnTay
nneXewsS (G.E. Bean ana 1T.B. Mitiora, Journevs 1n Kough '
Cilicia 1964-8 (1970), 68 no 41).

S4AE 1933 n. 248 Sarmizegethusa. reign of Severus
Alexander.

©5AE 1979 n. 447 Salona (Dalmatia), early 2nd cent.

SSAE 1972 n. 505 = IG Bulg. 24 bis Dionysopolis (Moes.
Inf.), probably reign of Caracalla; the inscription is
dated by the legionary epithet

©7B. Gerov, Die Invasion der Carpen im Jahre 214' in Acta
of the Fifth International Congress of Greek and Latin
Epigraphy (1967), 431-6 citing III 14416 = ILS 7178
Oescus, early 3rd cent. One would have to assume that
these awards were honorary, requiring little or nothing in
the way of munera cf. II 4514 = ILS 6957 Barcelona
(Tarraconensis), reign of Marcus, recording a retired
centurion who was atlectus (sic) a Barc(inonensibus) inter
immunes (but nevertheless went on to hold several
magistracies and make numerous benefactions).

®®III 827 = 7633 Als6-Kosaly (Casei), (Dacia), AD 239.
8®The other two inscriptions are III 822 Alsdé-Kosaly, 3rd
cent. (reading ag(ens) sub signis r(egione) Ans(amensium)
and AE 1957 n. 326 Alsd-Kosaly, AD 243: agens Samo _cum

r(e)g{ione) Ans(amensium) sub segnis(sic). The phrase sub
signis means "in military order", "militarily organized":
Cic. ad Att. 16, 18, 2 Antonium... legionem sub signis
ducere; Livy III, 51 urbem intravere sub signis; Tac.
Hist. II, 14 quingenti Pannonii, nondum sub signis. The

bbff cos seem therefore to have been charged with bringing
Samum and the territory of the Ansamenses under arms,
presumbably by organising a militia; cf. C. Daicoviciu,
“Severus Alexander §i Provincia Dacia', Act. Mus. Nap. iii
(1966), 164-70 (in Rumanian, with German summary p. 171)
who, however, interprets the inscriptions to indicate only
annexation and military control of the area.

79AE 1957 n. 327 and 328 Alsd-Kosaly, AD 224,

71See Brandis, RE IV 1975; Stein, RE IV 1976.

72gpomenik 1xxi (1931) no. 650 Radishana near Skoplje
(Moes. Sup.), late 1st cent.

737111 12659 Viminacium (Moes. Sup.), mid 2nd cent.:
dec(urio) m(unicipii) A(elii) V(iminacii); the inscription
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ie¢ dated by the csculptural style (cee A, Mb
Gesellschaft und Romanisation in der rémisc

Moesia Superior (1970), 148 with note 36).

74III 142174 Viminacium, 2nd/3rd cent.: ex bf cos nunc
dec(urio) Vim(inacii).
“SIII1 9847 Lipa (Dalmatia), 2nd/3rd cent.: cf. J.J.

Wilkes, Dalmatia (1969), 124 with note 6 on the identity
of the municipium (although there is no need to believe
that this was the site of the man's statio before his
retirement).

“SII1 4191 Savaria (Pann. Sup.), 2nd/3rd cent.

“7III 987 and AE 1980 n. 735, Apulum (Dacia), late
2nd/early 3rd cent.; on the context of the inscriptions
see V. Moga, Apulum xvii (1979), 201-6 and, with an
improved reading, I. Piso, Act. Mus. Nap. xvii (1980), 84-
(2

78III 7742 Apulum, reign of Severus Alexander.

7®See note 64 .

®°III 1485 Sarmizegethusa (Dacia), 2nd/3rd cent.

®*Inscr. Bostra 9422 Bostra (Arabia), 2nd/3rd cent.
®2VIII 4436=18595 Lambaesis (Numidia) late 2nd/early 3rd
cent.: ctf. note 56.

®3See preceding note.

®<AE 1956 n. 252 Cologne (Germ. Inf.), after AD 233; see
Ch. IV note 162.

®S%IGR III 1202 = ILS 8847 Philippopolis (Arabia), reign of
Philip; on Iulius Priscus see H.-G. Pflaum, Les Carridres
Procuratoriennes Equestres sous le Haut-Empire Romain
(1960), 831-9 no 324a.

8eD.J. Breeze, "The organization of the career structure
of the immunes and principales of the Roman army', BJ 174
(1974), 270; E. Birley, “Septimius Severus and the Roman
Army' in Epigraphische Studien 8 (1969), 75-6.

®7See above note 73. CIL notes that Mommsen read the
auxiliary unit as coh{ors) I Ag(uitanorum) Vet{(erana), a
unit of the Upper German army, but since there is no
punctum on the stone between AQ and VET one should read
Aquet (anorum) and take the unit as the British cohors 1I
Aguitanorum (see P.A. Holider, The Roman Army in Britain
(1982), 112), which would explain why the man (obiit) in
Britt(ania).

SSImmunity of veterans from civic duties: Dig. XLIX, 18,
2 (Ulpian) Honeste sacramento solutis data immunitas etiam
in eis civitatibus, apud quas incolae sunt, valet: nec
labefactatur, si quis eorum voluntate sua honorem aut
munus susceperit; ibid. L, 5, 7 (Papinian) A muneribus
quae non patrimoniis indicuntur, veterani post optimi
nostri Severi Augusti litteras perpetuo excusantur.
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CHAPTER I1I1

THE OFFICIUM CONSULARIS

The provincial governors of the Republican era were,
like all magistrates, assisted by a civilian staff,
described by A.H.M. Jones in his fundamental article on
"The Roman Civil Service'. Such a staff was drawn from

special decuriae at Rome, and would include scribae, wno

had clerical and judicial duties, and minor officials such

as lictores, who performed a ceremonial function and as

executioners, viatores (messengers), and praecocnes

(heralds). In addition to these there were attendants

known as accensi, who were not drawn from the decuriae but

were personal appointments.?

In 27 BC, Augustus, having made himself master of the
Roman worlid, became, in effect, proconsul of those
provinces which held the bulk of the legionary and
auxiliary forces and ruled them through deputies - legati
- appointed by himself, the remaining provinces being
governed by proconsuls appointed by the Senate, thus
establishing the division of the empire between “imperial’
and “senatorial' provinces. After AD 39 only the imperial
legati controlled legions.®

The evidence suggests that the proconsular governors

continued to draw civilian staffs from the decuriae right

up to the period of the Late Empire.® Legati, however,
presumably following Republican precedent, were not
allowed this privilege.® Nevertheless, the running of a

province did require the assistance of a staff, and since



most of the legati had large bodies of troops to
administer they naturally turned to their legions as a
source of literate citizens acquainted with the army. The
provincial military officia thus came into being, perhaps
modelled on legionary officia which were probably
developed at about the same time and whose members
similarly begin to appear on inscriptions at the turn of
the first century. As will be demonstrated, the titles of

the individual grades of these military officiales suggest

that their origins lay in groups of solidiers who performed
special functions at the behest of the army commander= of

the late Republic; the beneficiarii were one such group.

Military officia thus became normal for imperial
provinces, probably from their inception, and it is clear
that even those proconsuls who initially controlled
legions had similar officia in addition to their civilian
staffs. 1Indeed, our earliest direct evidence for a

provincial military officium refers to the officium of the

Proconsul of Africa under Gaius. Tacitus tells us that

Caligula removed control of legio III Augusta from the

Proconsul and entrusted it to a legate (who seems alssc to

have acted as de facto governor of the territory of

Numidia), and that at the same time he divided staff
officers from the legion equally between the two.® This
would seem to imply that the legion was already supplying
a fixed number of staff officers, and there is later
evidence to suggest that the provincial officia took a
specific number of each grade of officer from each legion
in the province. The continuation of the arrangement in
Africa is confirmed in general terms by Hadrian's address

to the legion in 128, which is preserved on stone, and by
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two early third-century inscriptions from Lambaesis,
capital of Numidia,® although the Proconsul no doubt

supplemented his officium from the Urban cohort stationed

in Carthage perhaps from the time of Vespasian.”

The officia of those governors who controlled legions
were almost always composed entirely of legionaries, and
some imperial legati were evidently allowed to borrow
legionaries from neighbouring provinces if they had none
of their own.® Other legati and the equestrian praesidial

procurators probably had to make do with auxiliaries;

£
ct
=
m

their officia are often poorly attested {(especially i
East) and some were probably quite small.® Proconsuls,
other than the Proconsul of Africa, some of whom, at

least, did have a number of military officiales, may also

have had to employ auxiliaries, but precise evidence is
lacking.*°

It is not clear whether all the grades of officiales

were present from the beginning or whether new grades were
added as greater specialisation was deemed necessary. At

any rate, cornicularii, speculatores, beneficiarii,

frumentarii and singulares are all attested epigraphically

in the first cent ury AD,** and by the late second century

almost all the known officiales have appeared in our

sources.*2 Titles varied according to the rank of
governor, consular, praetorian or equestrian, to whom the

officiales were attached, but in this context even

governors of consular rank are not referred to as

consulares before the end of the first century, and the

term is not common before the mid-second century.*® Up to

that time officiales attached to a consular governor

preferred to refcr to themselves as cornicularii(etc.)
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legati Augusti pro praetore, often including the actual

name of the governor, perhaps to emphasize a personal
attachment, and this convention continues to appear
sporadically into the third century; by then the simple

term consularis had become general, even for governors of

praetorian rank.?**

The bulk of our evidence for these military officia
derives from the second and third centuries, consisting,
as it does, mainly of epigraphic material which first
becomes widespread in the mid-second century and dries up
in the late-third century, supplemented by some literary
references and, for Egypt, by papyri. This gives us a
considerable amount of information on the constitution of
the officia, but rather less about the functions of the

various grades of officiales.

It is possible that at all times a centurion, with

the title of princeps or similar, stood at the head of the

provincial officium, although the evidence for such

officers is meagre, only two being directly attested
whilst two other men are recorded simply as centurions of

the officium; all these testimonies date from the second

to the late third century.*® Principes are also

indirectly attested through their adiutores, and perhaps

throcugh optiones praetorii, recorded in a number of

provincial capitals, who may have been deputies to a

princeps.*® It is certain that centurions were commonly

attached to the provincial officia, and no doubt some of
the many centurions attested in provincial capitals were
so attached without making specific reference to the fact.
By the period of the Late Empire it was normal for many

types of officia to be headed by principes who were, by




then, civilians holding military rank.*>? We have very
little information about the career structure of these

principes or about how they came to their position in the

officium,*® and we hear almost nothing about the

functioning of such men, although a passage of the Digest
describes how the written statement of a woman's court
case should have been handed to a centurion, who might

well have been on a provincial staff, ut ad officium

transmitterentur.*®

One reason for supposing that the provincial officium

was not always headed by a princeps under the Principate

is that it is sometimes referred to on inscriptions as the

officium corniculariorum consularis.2® The cornicularii,

recently studied by M. Clauss,2? were the senior

principales of the provincial as they were all military

officia, and since the officium of the provinicial governor

was the senior of all those which could be staffed by

legionaries, the cornicularii consularis ranked amongstthehighestof

all legionary principales, attaining that rank after 10 to

15 years of service or more and almost always being
promoted from within the officum. Any subsequent

promotion was to evocatus or direct tc decurion of an ala

or centurion.22

The cornicularii perhaps derived their title from a

small horn-shaped decoration (corniculum) worn on the

helmet, which seems in origin to have been an award for
bravery, although another possibility is that it
represented a horn inkwell to represent a secretary.®® 1In
the Late Republic a connection between the award and an
attachment to provincial magistrates may be implied when

Suetonius tells us that L. Orbilius, the famous
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schoolmaster of Horace. bprimo apparaturam magistratibus

fecit; deinde in Macedonia corniculo, mox equo meruit.=®*

The earliest epigraphically attested cornicularius of

a provincial governor dates from the first century AD.=2°
A number of inscriptions seem to indicate that there were

two or three cornicularii in each provincial officium,

irrespective of the number of legions serving in the
province.2® (0f their duties we know very little apart

from the fact that they were in charge of the officium as

a whole. We see cornicularii operating in this capacity

in a passage of Firmicus Maternus which records their

involvement, in conjunction with the commentarienses, in

the execution of death sentences, the cornicularii

apparently being in charge whilst the commentarienses

acted as recorders for the court.?®7 In the Passio of SS.

Tarachus, Probus and Andronicus, a cornicularius is

similarly present at the trial of martyrs at Tarsus in

303, together with a commentariensis.=®®

For the rest we have to deduce their activities by
analogy with what we know of the duties of the

cornicularii of other officia. In an Oxyrhynchus papyrus

of 103 a cernicularius of cohors III Ituraeorum records

that he has lodged a letter from the Prefect of Egypt
listing new recruits, of which the papyrus is a copy, in

the tabularium of the cohort.®® Again, in an inscription

of the joint reigns of Severus, Caracalla and Geta (209-
11) from Bled-Coursi-el-Tahtani in Numidia, a

cornicularius praefecti of legio III Augusta apears to be

involved in the recording of territory, flocks and
springs, perhaps on an imperial estate.®® It is not

unlikely, therefore, that the cornicularis consularis too




was involved in the keeping of records and filing of
documents, especially, no doubt, lists of army recruits,
reports sent from the army units of the province and
copies of the governor's correspohdence.81 Thus
involvement with the keeping of records is to a certain
extent confirmed by a papyrus of 107 found in Alexandria.
This is the text of a letter written by a legionary
soldier to his father, telling how, being based in Bostra,

probably with legio VI Ferrata, he went to the governor

and asked him to make him a librarius (an interesting

insight into how promotion to the officium might be

obtained; access to the governor was evidently a great
help). The governor told him that there was no vacancy

for a librarius in his own officium, but that he would

make him a librarius legionis with hope of promotion.=2

The two posts therefore appear to have been fairly
similar, and since the soldier tells us that he was

eventually attached WPBS TOV KOPVIKov\dpLov in the legion,

it is not unreasonable to suppose that the same sort of

attachment wosld be made in the officium consularis. So

the cornicularii probably had librarii to help them with

the documents they handled.®® Epigraphic sources further

reveal that there were adiutores corniculariorum.3*

A\

The commentarienses (also recorded as a commentariis)

do not appear from their name to have developed from a

Republican group as do the cornicularii and the

speculatores, beneficiarii and frumentarii. It is more

likely that they were brought into being specifically to
keep trial records for military commanders with judicial

duties under the empire; commentarienses of this type only

appear in the officia of provincial governors and of the



Praefectus Urbi and Praefectus Vigilum.®23°% In fact. no

commentariensis consularis is certainly attested before

the middle of the second century, but this may be simply a
gap in our sources.®*®

The commentarienses ranked beneath the cornicularii

and above all other members of the officium, and their

number seems to have corresponded to that of the

cornicularii. Like the cornicularii, they probably served

at least 10 years before achieving this rank, being

promoted from other officia or from within the officium

consularis and directly to the rank of optio (spei?) or

cornicularius.®7

Their title and their attachment only to magistrates

with judicial powers suggests that all commentarienses

were involved in recording the administration of justice.

The commentariensis ab actis civilibus attested at Tarraco

perhaps implies that commentarienses were usually charged

with the recording of criminal trials.®® The little
available literary evidence supports this view. In the
Passio of SS. Tarachus, Probus and Andronicus, the

commentariensis reports to Numerianus Maximus, the praeses

of Cilicia in 303, that Andronicus hats had no visitors in

prison to heal his wounds, whilst in the Passio Pionii a

commentariensis waits while Pionius, arrested in the

province of Asia under Decius, prepares for his martyrdom.
In the Passio of Claudius, Asterius et al., a

commentariensis beings the accused before the tribunal of

Lysias, praeses of Cilicia in 285, and in the Acts of S§S.
Crispina another presents the martyr before the Proconsul
of Africa, Anulinus, at Theveste in 304. That they were

in charge of l=2gal paperwork is confirmed by the Passio of
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SS. Agape, Eirene and Chione, where the Koufvvw1p{d(o§

T

Artemios asks the praeses of Macedonia, Dulcitius, for

permission to read the VOTop(qv of the GTQWIQwv&pLos

reporting on the accused, and by the Passio of S. Tatianus

Dulas, where a commentariensis reports to the praeses of

Cilicia. Finally, in the Acts of Claudius, Asterius et

al., we find a commentariensis cooperating with a

speculator in the execution of three martyrs.®® The

regular presence of commentarienses at executions is

confirmed by Ulpian‘s commentary on a rescript of Hadrian

forbidding speculatores, optiones (presumably optiones

praetorii; see above) and commentarienses to acquire the

personal possessions of the condemned.®*® Commentarienses

are thus attested as involved with prisoners continuocusly
from their incarceration, through their appearance in
court, to execution, at which they presumably read out the
sentence.

Next in rank in the provincial officium came the

speculatores, like the cornicularii recently studied by M.

Clauss.** They are to be carefuly distinguished, as
legionaries seconded to the provincial capitals, from the

body of speculatores Augusti of the Praetorian cohorts at

Rome, who acted as imperial life-guards.®*® Both groups
nevertheless appear to have had a common origin in the
scouts employed by republican commanders. It was their
personal attachment to such commanders which brought them

into the officium and, of course, into the Praetorium at

Rome; we are told of Caesar's ordering his speculatores

apparitoresque omnes to be ready at his disposal.=*®

Several writers of the late Republic refer to speculatores

as scouts, whilst Festus and Caesar go further in
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distinguishing them from ordinarv exploratores bv

describing them as spies, gaining their information
silently and at night.** It is recorded that Caesar used

them as messengers, in which capacity speculatores

occasionally still appear under the Principate.*s

Provincial speculatocres are well attested in the

first century AD.*® They were junior to the cornicularii

and commentarienses and known careers involve promotions

to both posts as well as to cornicularius legionis and

perhaps optio spei. Promotion to speculator is onily

certainly recorded from beneficiarius consularis.®?” The

few inscriptions which give length of service record death
in this post, or after promotion from it, 13, 18 and 22

years after enlistment, although the only known speculator

Ponticus died at the age of 26, and two ordinary

speculatores are recorded as having died aged 28 and 31

respectively, implying a somewhat shorter period of
service from enlistment.*® We may assume, however, that
some 5 to 10 years of service were generally necessary to
achieve this rank. Inscriptions from Tarraconensis and
the two Pannonian provinces seem to indicate that each

officium took 10 speculatores from each legion in the

province, but we have no information about how many were
detached to provinces without a legion.*®

Like that of most officiales, their work at the

officium seems to have involved secretarial duties; the

tombstone of a speculator from Salona, capital of

Dalmatia, depicts both the lance of the officium (see

Appendix I) and a tablet with writing instruments.®°® But
it is also evident that they had to travel in their

official capacity since the tombstone of a speculator from




Viminacium, capital of Moesia Superior, depicts the
deceased travelliing on a four-wheeled cart with a servant

sitting on the back carrying the speculator's lance of

office, indicating that the journey was on official
business.®* Their role as couriers is attested by Tacitus

who tells us how speculatores from Syria and Judaea

informed Vitellius that the East had recognized him as
emperor .52

We know from this passage that the speculatores

sometimes travelled from the provincial capitais to Rome.
Their travel to and presence in the Capital is
additionally attested by a pair of inscriptions which
indicate their attachment whilst there to the Castra
Peregrinorum on the Mons Caelius, together with the

frumentarii (see below).®® That they travelled to Rome as

couriers we know from the Tacitus passage, but it is

possible that they and the frumentarii may have also

escorted prisoners to Rome since the Castra seems to have
been where such prisoners were housed. These would be
either Roman citizens arrested on capital charges, like
the Christian citizens sent to Rome by Pliny, or citizens
on lesser charges who had deliberately chosen to exercise

their right of provocatio to Caesar, like St. Paul.

Whilst in the Castra, the speculatores were perhaps

attached to the numerus frumentariorum which was under a

princeps, supbrinceps and optio peregrinorum and was

sufficiently organized to have an exercitator.®* The

paucity of their inscriptions in the Castra compared with

those of the frumentarii may imply that they were only

occasionally employed as couriers, like the singulares

consularis (see p. 62).
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In the public mind, however. the speculatores were

above all executioners, a function which they took over

from the lictores who had performed it under the Republic

but survived in the Principate and beyond only as
ceremonial bearers of the fasces; St. Mark even calls the

executioner of John the BaptisthREKou\Qﬂbpq, although

Herod cannot have had such an officer at his disposal.®®
That this was indeed their most important function is
confirmed by the fact that only provincial governors, the

sole magistrates outside Italy with ius gladii, had

speculatores in their of ficium.®® Seneca twice describes

speculatores as putting a man to death by decapitation

with the sword and Firmicus Maternus confirms that this
was still performed by them in the 4th century.®” Like

the commentarienses, they were forbidden by a ruling of

Hadrian's to profit from this duty by acquiring the
perscnal goods of the condemned;:>® evidently this had been
one of the perquisites of their position and was no doubt
lucrative.

Finally the notion, sometimes encountered, that the

speculatores acted as military policemen should be

dispelled. The idea appears to be based on a passage of
the Vita of Pescennius Niger where we are told that Niger

employed speculatores to ensure that his trocops should

live on bread and water whilst on campaign.®® The passage
seems to refer to a time when Niger was an army commander,
that is a provincal governor, rather than to the period of
his attempt on the throne. Thus, if we can put any faith

in this Vita, the speculatores involved would appear to be

members of a provincial staff. Nevertheless, this seenms

to be a special usage for the enforcement of extraordinary
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measures, for officers principally attached as
executioners to headquarters in the provincial capital can
hardly have been with the army regularly except when, as
here, on campaign with the governor.

Occasionally speculatores were outposted from the

capital in stationes, like the beneficiarii consularis,

although no examples are known from the Western
provinces.®°

The beneficiarii consularis ranked next below the

specuiatores. Their origin, rank, number and career

structure have been discussed in the previous chapter, and
here it will be necessary to consider only the evidence
for their duties at the provincial capital; their role in

the provincial stationes will be considered in the final

chapter.

Although the bbff cos are by far the best-attested

officers of the officium, the evidence, mainly epigraphic,

sheds very little light on the nature of their activities

there. Tertullian tells us that, together with the

curiosi, the beneficiarii kept matrices (registers) of
people under police surveillance, including Christians,
although G. Lopuszanski argues that these are not

beneficiarii of the governor but rather of the procurator

of the province, engaged in exacting the vectigal

lenocinii.®?*

Beneficiarii consularis could also be sent to carry

out arrests and even, apparently, executions, since we are

told in the Passio Fructuosi how in 259 six beneficiarii

of the governor Tarraconensis went to the house of the
bishop Fructuosus, arrested him and his two deacons, and

threw them into prison After their condemnation before



the governor, Aemilianus, the Christian martyrs were put

to death at the stake by the same beneficiarii.®e?=

Possibly it was the method of execution chosen which

explains why the speculatores were not called upon.

Clearly the beneficiarii, like most other officiales

in the provincial capitals, were employed in assisting the
governor in his judicial duties, but they are known to
have been employed in other capacities also. In one

instance we find a beneficiarius acting as a messenger.

The Vita Hadriani records that when Hadrian was on his way

to inform Trajan, apparently governor of Lower Germany.
that Nerva was dead and that he, Trajan, was Emperor,
Servianus, the governor of Upper Germany, delayed him and

sent on his own beneficiarius with the news so as to have

the honour for himself. Hadrian, however, travelling on

foot (which perhaps implies, that the beneficiarius was

not) nevertheless overtook the man and arrived first.®®
If the tale is accurate in detail, then perhaps Servianus

chose a beneficiarius rather than a speculator or

frumentarius because the latter were needed for

communication with Rome. Beneficiarii consularis also

appear on Numidian inscriptions designated as domicurius

or domicurator, apparently attendants in the governor's

household. In this capacity they honour the governor and
the governor's wife and so were perhaps acting as guards
for the governor's private house or apartments.®* Under

Gallienus, beneficiarii of the governor, as well as his

stratores, are recorded as in charge of the fortificatiron

of a city in Arabia.®®

Finally, bbff cos appear to be recorded as attached

within the officium to the princeps as his adiutores or
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aides, alongside other adiutores without this rank and,

perhaps, as deputies to the optio pra etorii.®®

It is convenient to note here that in the two German

provinces, and perhaps only there, a number of officiales

are epigraphically attested with the title immunis

consularis, apparently outposted like the beneficiarii and

perhaps, in their duties, indistinguishable from then,
although they are not usually attested as stationed in the
same place.®” They may be a junior but otherwise very
simiiar grade, or they may simply have burne a local

variation on the title of beneficiarius.

After the beneficiarii came the frumentarii, the

third of the group of principales studied by M. Clauss, ©®

whose number from each legion is obscure. Two
inscriptions from Rome record three from the same legion
together, two more inscriptions two, whilst five ex

frumentariis are recorded on an inscription set up by the

officiales at Lambaesis.®® Promotion to frumentarius was

from the ranks and frumentarii are known to have been

promoted directly to beneficiarius consularis and

commentariensis within the officium, to cornicularius{?)

tribuni legionis in another officium, to optio within the

legion and, exceptionally, to centurio frumentarius within

the numerus peregrinorum.”’©°

Despite their attachment to the officium consularis

they were thus of a fairly junior rank, although their
recorded ages at death, between 19 and 47, and years from
enlistment at death, between 6 and 40, suggest that at
least a few years' experience was ncermal before

appointment.”?
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The provincial frumentarii first appear in our
sources in the 1st century AD72 and originated, to judge
by their name, from food-supply officers.?”® Their
principal employment as couriers can thus be treated as a
logical development from supply duties which would
obviously involve travel. Attempts to link such duties
with their later employment as spies (by analogy with the
well-known use of merchants in such a capacity in the
Roman period) are less well-founded since the clandestine

activities of the frumentarii more likely arose out of

their service in the Castra Peregrina.”*

In the provinces frumentarii acted mainly as couriers

and were perhaps organized as such by Augustus when he

instituted the vehiculatio.”® Like the speculatores and

beneficiarii consularis, they seem to have carried the

lance of office when travelling away from the officium

(see Appendix I). Dic actually refers to them

as;ipqp}k410¢éggt(H‘&Yjﬁ\Ld@éDO{, and a tombstone from
1 T — 11 T T

Salona proclaims that the deceased cucurrit frumentarius

annis XL; in the Vita Maximi et Balbini we find that

scriptum est praeterea ad omnes provincias missis

frumentariis, and an inscription and a papyrus further

attest that same function.”® In this they must to a large

extent have replaced the Republican viatores, although the

latter are still recorded in senatorial provinces under
the Principate.” They seem to have carried official
messages within their own provinces, between provinces,

and to and from Rome, apparently using the vehiculatio.?”®

On jcurneys to Rome, once arrived in Italy, they may
have bDeen assisted by a system of reception centres.

Stationes manned by frumentarii are attested at Portus




near Ostia and on the Via Appia Antica, the main road from
Brundisium to Rome, at the third milestone outside the
city.”® Others may be indicated further along the Via
Appia near Velitrae®land the port of Formiae, and also at

Misenum, headquarters of the Praetorian Fleet. In the

«t

North of Italy stationes may be recorded at the summit of

the Great St. Bernard pass on the road from Germany, at
Verona, where the Via Claudia from Raetia ccmes down from
the Alps,and Aquileia and Emona on the main routes from

Noricum, the Balkans and the East.®° The stationes at

Portus and just south of Rome were almost cartainly

charged with the reception and direction of frumentarii

coming from the provinces by sea, via Portus and
Brundisium. Formiae and Misenum might be other points of
arrival by sea, whilst the Great St. Bernard pass, Verona,
Aquileia and Emona are obvious points of entry into Italy
by land, where shelter could have been provided together
with whatever direction and documentation might be
required.

While the frumentarii were in Rome, having delivered

despatches from the provinces, and were waiting to carry
back official leters, they were billeted, like the

speculatores, in the Castra Peregrina situated on the Mons

Caelius next to the barracks of cohors V Vigilum,®* and

were organized with the speculatores, into a numerus with

its own officers, including optiones and centurions, and

under the command of a senior legionary centurion, usually
marked out for the primilipate and beyond, with the title

princeps peregrinorum. The existence of an exercitator

militum frumentariorum arguves for more than a loose

organization and implies that the numerus may have been
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intended to operate as a proper army unit.®2

Nevertheless, the fact that tombstones of frumentarii who

died in Rome are always erected by other frumentarii from

legions of the same province seems to indicate that the
individuals also felt themelves part of their own

provincial officium.®® This is also implied by their

carrying the lance of office which was the badge of the

officium (see Appendix I). They therefore appear to have

had a dual loyalty, both to their provincial governor and

to the numerus Ifrumentariorum in Rome.

In Rome, however, they operated under the orders of

the princeps peregrinorum on behalf of the Emperor,®* and

appear to have acquired an evil reputation as a result.
We first hear of their nefarious activities in the capital

under Hadrian. According to the Vita Hadriani, he made

use of them to eavesdrop on his friends: erat enim

curiosus non solum domus suae sed etiam amicorum ita ut

per frumentarios occulta omnia exploraret, nec adverterent

amici sciri ab imperatore suam vitam, priusquam ipse hoc

imperator ostenderet. The passage recounts how Hadrian

intercepted via the frumentarii a letter from a wife to

her senator husband reproving him for his dissolute life
at Rome, and how the Emperor reproached the senator
himself, to which the astonished husband replied "Num et

tibi uxor mea, quod et mihi scripsit?"®® We hear of their

use as spies again under Macrinus and Gallienus, and in
the reigns of Commodus and Severus they appear also in the
guise of assassins.®® A passage of Dio implies that they
may have operated in plain clothes.®”

Sometimes frumentarii were not sent back from Rome to

their own provinces, but, it would appear, were despatched
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for service in provinciae inermes. The frumentarii

recorded as serving in such provinces often came from
distant parts of the empire, in contrast with the practice

for other officiales who were borrowed from neighbouring

provinces with a legionary complement or appointed from

local auxiliary units.®® The best explanation for this

phenomenon is that the Castra acted as a sort of central
distribution point.

The evidence for frumentarii sent out from the Castra

is most plentiful in the province of Asia in which
province, if not in others, these officers again acquired

a bad reputation. No doubt the frumentarii were employed

by the Proconsul in their usual role as couriers, but it
is clear that, along with men detached from the Praetorian
cohorts in Rome, they were sent to supplement the meagre
auxiliary forces available in the province in supplying a

provincial police force distributed in stationes to assist

the police forces of the civic communities. It appears
that in carrying out their duties, perhaps hardened by
their distasteful employment at Rome, perhaps disdainful
of a province which was not their own, or perhaps simply
callous in the exercise of power, they made themselves
extremely unpopular. A number of inscriptions set up by
local communities bear the texts of complaints to the

governor or to the emperor about illegal exactions

perpetrated by the frumentarii among others.®® As
travellers on official business they will have been

] 7/
entitled to demand dAyydpetdl, or transport liturgies, and

as police officials they seem to have brought terror to

the countryside ( SLQGEQJNéL), in the words of one

’ 2/ / /
inscription, MMpoddael €Lpnvns but ﬂOXEHOU TpoTy), ®o
t + L S T T
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Their activities in Asia mav possiblv be regarded as

an extension of other recorded duties of the frumentarii

throughout the empire which are more in line with what we

know of the operation of the officium as a whole. Like

the beneficiarii consularis and the speculatores they were

employed in the provincial capitals as arresting officers;
Eusebius tells us that Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria was

arrested by a frumentarius of the Prefect of Egypt during

the Decian persecutions, and Cyprian, after his arrest,

was escorted by some frumentarii to Utica to face trial,

according to one of this own letters.®* They may
similarly have escorted prisoners to Rome for trial. In

Asia, frumentarii are recorded on inscriptions from

Ephesus and Sardis as being in charge of prisons.®?2
It is only in Asia, which may have been sent an

unusually large number of frumentarii for special

duties, that we hear complaints about these officers,
although it is clear that much of the Eastern empire, at
least in its more backward parts, suffered greatly from

the exactions of government stationarii and the 1like,

together with their municipal counterparts. An
inscription of the reign of Gordian III from Scaptopara in
Thrace records complaints about the exactions of officials
and soldiers which echo those of Asia about the

frumentarii; a pair of Egyptian papyri imply the same

problem, and F. Millar has recently produced evidence from
Apuleius that Achaea suffered also.®® Vazaivi in Numidia
was certainly plagued by the illegal demands of the statio

there, manned by beneficiaril consularis and other

officials.®* Whether the Western European provinces had



the same problems with officiales and soldiers in general

is not attested, but it is likely.

Frumentarii and centuriones frumentarii also appear

in stationes in a number of provinces, like the

beneficiarii consularis and the speculatores, and often in

the same locations, where they were probably not acting as
roving police officers as in Asia.®8

Frumentarii and especially centuriones frumentarii

were also used in the direction of building projects, as
for instance at Saiona and at Delphi, the latter at the
direction of Hadrian himself {(perhaps our earliest example

of an emperor making use of the numerus frumentariorum for

his own purposes). They were also, on occasion, put in
charge of quarrying, as at Luna in Northern Italy.®*®

Despite these more innocent pursuits it would appear
that by the end of the third century their role as spies
had become dominant and had spread to the provinces where
they were employed in sniffing out rebellion. They
eventually became so unpopular that Diocletian was forced
to abolish them and replace them by the even more

notorious agentes in rebus. In recording this, Aurelius

Victor, writing in the later fourth century, recalled thenm

as pestilens frumentariorum genus.®7

Next in rank below the frumentarii were the

quaestionarii, or a quaestionariis, about whom we know

almost nothing concerning their origin, career-structure
or duties. To judge from the two inssriptions set up by

officiales of Numidia from legio III Augusta at Lambaesis,

each legion provided at least four or five of these
officers, perhaps more since this legion was also

responsible for supplylng the Proconsul of Africa at
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Carthage with his staff officers.®® Their title implies
that they were interrogators, and passages in the
Theodosian Code, a scholiast on Juvenal, and also one in
St. Jerome, all dating from the late fourth century, imply
that they employed torture, as does the normal usage of

the gquaestionare.®® They too, perhaps, may sometimes have

been outposted in stationes.2°°

This group of officiales, the princeps, cornicularii,

commentarienses, speculatores, beneficiarii consularis,

frumentarii and quaestionarii {and in some respects also

the stratores; see below), can be regarded as the main

body of the officium. In addition to these there were

three other groups: first, minor grades of a secretarial
nature attached both to individual members of the main

group and to the officium as a whole, such as librarii,

exceptores, notarii, exacti and adiutores; secondly, less

regular military officiales who appear intermittently,

specially attached to the officium or performing a special

function, such as the beneficiarii sexmestris,

interpretes, haruspices and others who simply call

themselves soldiers of the officium or officiales; and

thirdly there were the troops attached to the governor as

grooms and guards, his stratores, and singulares and, in

the third century, the protectores who may have formed a

personal bodyguard.
There is little which can be said about the

secretarial grades of the officium. The librarii

consularis are attested only in the Danube provinces?*°?

and were there perhaps the senior secreterial staff of the

officium, although this can only be deduced by analogy

with the ponsition of the librarii in the leglons: a
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librarius legionis (?) is apparently ranked as a duplarius

on a Lambaesis inscription and in the legions they were

senjor to exacti but junior to the actarius in the

tabularium legionis and to the tesserarii, who were the

Junior principales of the century.*®°2 The known ages of

librarii consularis mostly fall in the twenties and

thirties, and some of them can have served in the army for
only four or five years at the time of death.*>*®® Nothing
is known of their career structure before or after they

achieved this rank. The number of librarii in the

officium is uncertain, but in legio III Augusta they were

numerous, a ppssible 22 being recorded on one lLambaesis

inscriptionand a possible 28 veteran librarii on

another. 9%

Vegetius says that the librarii were so called quod

in libros referrent rationes ad milites pertinentes, and

Festus says of them gui rationes publicas scribunt in

tabulis; neither of these definitions, however, relatesg

directly to the officium consularis, the former referring

to librarii serving in military units and the latter

perhaps to the librarii of fiscal tabularia.2°°®

Of more interest for the study of the provincial
officia is the letter on papyrus of AD 107 mentioned

above, written by a soldier of legio V{ Ferrata and

/
telling how he had approached theWSWQ71KOS of the province

of Arabia and asked for an attachment to his staff as

librarius. There being no vacancies, he was made a

librarius of, presumably, the praefectus legionis and

attached to the cornicularius of the legion with the hope

of promotion when a vacancy arose.?*®°® In another letter

probably written in the same year he tells his mother that
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his promotion had made him principalis (though this should

perhaps more strictly be immunis) and freed him from the
chores of the common soldier.*°7 We may guess that in the

governor's officium also the librarii were under the

direct guidance of the cornicularii, although the

commentarienses are also likely to have had some at their

disposal.
Other secretarial grades were probably of lower rank,

although no doubt still immunes. Exceptores are attested

in a few provinces (none in Western Europe), and were
apparently shorthand writers.*®°® One inscription records

some exceptores attached tec the statio of a beneficiarius

at Vazaivi in Numidia.*®®® From a tombstone in Rome it
appears that they were very junior officers, the deceased

apparently serving as exceptor praesidi provincies (sic)

M(oesiae) S(uperioris) from his induction into the army

for four years, before being transferred tc the Praetorian

Guard as an eques sive tabularius.*®*® Six exceptores

consularis are listed on an inscription from Apulum which

is perhaps too small a number to represent the full

complement of such secretaries for the officium of

Dacia.*®** In the fourth century exceptor became a general

term for the most junior grades of the officium and appear

as such in the Notitia Dignitatum.

Notarii are also recorded, although there was perhaps
little difference between their functions and those of the

exceptores, and the evidence for their always being

military officiales when attached to a provincial governor

is equivocal.*** Two are known from Lambaesis Numidia,

one of them a notarius legati who had served in the army

four years before dying at the age of twenty-two in
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officio Iuvenalis Praef(ecti) Praetori(o) early in the

reign of Septimius Severus and before the formalisation of

the legatus of III Augusta as a provincial governor;?**=

the other was a dedication for the health of a governor of

c.AD 230/2 by a Celsianus act. et not. ; act(arii), though

known in the legions, where they kept records, are
otherwise unattested in provincial officia, so that he may
have been an act(or) or businessman and therefore a

civilian not(arius).*** The only other recorded

provincial notarius dedicated an altar for the health of a

Diocletianic praeses of Dalmatia*?*® by whose time

officiales were probably no longer being recruited from

the legions and auxilia (see below).
Exacti too were clearly secretarial staff, although,

again, the distinction between them and the exceptores is

obscure. The etymology from ex actis perhaps suggests

recorders of some sort.**® Once again they seem to have
been very junior officers, apparently ranking below

librarii, one being recorded as only 22 years old at his

death, another two as 24, and others as 27 and 35,
although one is known to have retired in this post.**”
Nothing else is known about then.

Adiutores perhaps had more general duties, but these

no doubt included secretarial work. Like the exceptores,

they appear attached both to the officium as a whole andte

the individual officers at its head, the princeps and the

cornicularii, perhaps varying in rank.*®*® O0Often they were

fairly junior officers, one being recorded as dead at the
age of 21 after 5 years in the army, another aged 22 years
after 7 years 1In the army, another aged 25 years, and

another at the age of 32 after 13 years in the army.*2°
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One. however. appears to be recorded as a dubplicarius.*2°

One promotion is recorded, outside the officium, to

actarius cohortis, clearly implying secretarial skills.222

Occasionally it appears that beneficiarii consularis could

act as adiutores principis.*®22 [n the Late Empire

adiutores appear in most officia of the Notitia Dignitatum

and served in the provincial officium on the judicial

side,*®® their survival as a grade separate from the

exceptores again implying some sort of more general

employment.

The group of officiales with special functions

includes the beneficiarii sexmestris who appear on both

the officium inscriptions from Lambaesis (five are listed

on each) as well as a few others. Their appearance on the
Lambaesis iscriptions implies that they were the staff
officers of men of presumably equestrian rank who were
themselves temporarily attached to the governor;*2% all

known inscriptions attesting serving bbff sexmestris do in

fact come from provincial capitals.*®2® It appears,
however, that such equestrian officers with half-yeariy
appointments did not necessarily always serve in the

capital since one of the few tribuni sexmestres attested

in his own right was promoted from praefectus sexmestris

of a cohort.*2® Both Juvenal and Pliny the Younger
mention the existence of such posts but do not make it
clear exactly what function their holders performed.27

The best known example of a tribunus sexmestris is

Sennius Sollemnis, the local dignitary of the Marbre de
Thorigny who became a friend and client of Claudius
Paulinus, the governor of Lugdunensis; Sollemnis

subsequently joined Paulinus at York when the latter
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became governor of Britannia Inferior c. AD 220.%*2®
Appended to the inscription, erected near Vieux in 238 in
honour of Sollemnis, is the text of a letter sent to him
by Paulinus recording the dispatch of gifts and promising

a commission as sexmestris, presumably referring to a

ct

ribunate in legioc VI Victrix, as soon as a vacancy has

arisen.*2®® This allows us to say that at this time the

officium at York regularly had such an appointment and

that the sexmestris was probably on the books of the

ilegion there, although it is difficuit to say whether he
was supernumerary to the normal complement of five
equestrian tribunes or not.*®° Paulinus states that
Sollemnis will receive a salary of 25000 HS, presumably

half the annual salary of a tribunis augusticlavius.

The duties of these officers are obscure, but the
existence of a personal staff to assist them suggests that
the job was no sinecure. Note that on one of the two
Lambaesis inscriptions a distinction appears to be made

between the two commentarienses of the governor's officium

in that the second has trib leg. after his name.*®®* This

is most unusual since it would be unparalleled for a mere

tribune to have a commentariensis on his staff, such

officers being otherwise attested only on the staffs of
magistrates with capital jurisdiction;*®2 furthermore, the

two commentarienses are listed together on the

inscription, so that they were clearly of the same rank,

that is commentarienses of the governor, although the

latter seems to be attached to a tribune. A. von
Domaszewski has suggested that the tribune was the

sexmestris, and that the commentariensis was indeed on the

tribune's staff,*®® but this is very unlikely, since the
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beneficiarii sexmestris on the same inscription are listed

separately from and after the beneficiarii consularis. It

may be best, therefore, to regard the words trib. leg. as

a mistake by the stonecutter, perhaps for the man's

origo.*®<

The beneficiarii sexmestris, like the beneficiarii

consularis, seem to have been experienced men at the end

of their military career but of a very low rank in the

officium, being listed after the quaestionrii on the

Lambaesis inscriptions and before only the haruspex.*°*°

Interpreters are recorded in the officia of some
Danubian frontier provinces and we find, for example, an
interpreter of German and another of Sarmatian at
Aquincum, capital of Pannonia Inferior.*®®® They probably
ranked simply as immunes.

The two Lambaesis officium inscriptions both record a

single haruspex, listed at the very end after the

beneficiarii sexmestris, and they were probably simple

immunes .37
We also find a few men who refer to themselves on

inscriptions as soldiers of the officium or simply as

officiales,*®® perhaps supernumerary attachments where

there were no vacancies but there was a need for extra
men.

The stratores consularis should in some respects be

grouped with the main body of officiales. They seem to
have been principally employed as grooms and equérries,‘“'
and it is perhaps partly as such that they were outposted
in stationes, providing horses and transport for
officials;**° they were probably also in charge of the

inspection of horses for use by the army.*** They are
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also found. like other officiales, acting as arresting

officers and gaolers. The Acta of Saint Cyprian record

that he was arrested by two principes, of which one,

despite some variation in the different recensions, seems

to have been a strator officii Galeri Maximi proconsulis

(sc. Africae) viri clarissimi, whilst the other was an

eques [strator], qui esset a custodibus officii eiusdem

clarissimi viri.*?*2 Under Gallienus stratores and

beneficiarii of the governor were in charge of the

fortification of a city in Arabia; this is similar to some

of the Known activities of the frumentarii,?**® and clearly

stratores could be used in much the same way as

speculatores, beneficiarii and frumentarii for the general

purposes of the governor.

What sets the stratores apart from the main body of

officiales is that they were sufficiently numerous to be

ocrganized to operate alongside the numerus singulariun,

the governor's guards regiment, sometimes even under the
same officers;*** this and their role in the stables
suggests that they were probably not involved in the

bureaucratic side of the work of the officium. They were

apparently led by auxiliary decurions (in non-legionary

provinces) or legionary centurions and optiones, and even

had their own tabularium, although they do not seem to

have formed a formal numerus.**® Speidel suggests that

the 200 legionary Gupxqfo¢ﬁ>ﬂMeSmentioned in the line of

march in Arrian's Ektaxis were stratores.®*®

The little evidence there is suggests that the

stratores could often be experienced soldiers (legionaries

where available), some thirteen being recorded as having

>

retired in rank.?** Their rank and career structure is
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obscure; they were certainly immunes at least, and perhaps

principales.*+®

The stratores consularis disappear from our sources

in the late third century, as do the singulares; M.P.

Speidel has argued that under Gallienus they may have been

used to form the basis of the new stablesiani units of the

field-army.24°

The singulares of the provincial governors have

recently been the subject of a monograph by M.P.
Speidel.*®® They appear in our sources under the name of

singulares by the Flavian period,*®2* and were, unlike the

rest of the officiales seconded te the capital, usually

from the alae and cohortes of the provincial army, for a

period of something over three years;*®2 They were there

enrolled into a numerus singularium comprising as many as

1500 men in some provinces, half infantry and half
cavalry, which had its own officers and was commanded by a

legionary centurion as praepositus.153 They served as a

guards regiment and, apart from their guard and ceremonial
du ties, and their service as a unit on campaign, in

producing bricks and tiles, and in quarrying, they seem tc
have been employed individually as messengers and possible

even in stationes, like the frumentarii, beneficiarii and

speculatores.*®* They disappear from our sources as

guards by the later third century, perhaps being replaced
by the developing field army.*=®

Finally we now have unequivocal evidence from two
recently discovered inscriptions of the third century that
provincial governors, like the later emperors, could have

what was presumably a personal bodyguard of prutectores in

addition to the stratores and singulares.*®® They too
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seem to have been emploved as couriers and in

quarrying,*®” and one protector consularis appears to have

been outposted to Burnum in Dalmatia where he acted pro

b(ene)f(iciario).*®® Our evidence for these officers is

sparse and dates entirely from the third century, soc that
they may not have appeared until that time and there may
not have been very many of them; this is likely if they
wre recruited entirely from the legionary cavalry, as was

the only protector for whom we have such evidence.*®®

Protectores attached to provincial governors are not heard

of again after the end of the third century and they may

have disappeared about the same time as the singulares

ceased to be guards.?*®°

The sizes of provincial officia evidently varied
according to the number of troops, and in particular the
number of legions, available to and administered by

individual governors. In senatorial provinces military

officia were probably quite small and few officiales are
attested:;*®* military provinces garrisoned by auxiliaries
probably had larger officia, but it is only from the
legionary provinces that we have any information which can
allow us to form an estimate, and that only for the late
second and early third centuries. The evidence presented
in this and the previous chapter suggests that the

officium of a single-legion province at that period might

have consisted of one princeps and his optio, two

cornicularii, two commentarienses, ten speculatores,

sixty(?) beneficiarii, twenty(?) frumentarii, and five

quaestionarii in the main body, a total of 101 officers,

to which we should add perhaps twenty or thirty

secretarial officers. The evidence concerning the
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relationship between the number of speculatores in a
province and the number of its legions (i.e. ten in a
single-legion province, twenty in a two-legion
province*®2) may indicate thét these figures are to be
doubled for a two-legion province and trebled for a three-
legion province.

The numbers of stratores and singulares in each

province are even more difficult to gauge. Speidel

suggests 200 stratores for the two-legion province of

Cappadocia under Hadrian and 1500 singulares for the

three-legion province of Britain.®*®® An establishment of

100 stratores (one century?) and 500 singulares (one
cohort?) for each legion'in the province may.be a
reasonable guess, but it is no more than that. Praetorian
legates would then have had a total of approximately 750
men at the provincial capital and consular'governors some
1500 or 2250.

It has been shown that the junior and secretarial
grades were usually ranked as immunes and recruited direct
from the legions after only a few years' service,*®*

whilst the main body of the officium and the stratores,

probably all principales, were recruited from amongst

experienced junior officers of the legion or officium;*®=

the more senior grades (cornicularii, commentarienses,

speculatores) were apparently promoted almost exclusively

from within the officium. These latter grades were

amongst the most senior positions open to legionary
principales and could lead direct to the centurionate.2®®

The fact that men, once appointed to the officium,

naturally tended to stay within it created a professional

body of administrators providing invaluable continuity and
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experience to assist the succession of governors in each
province.*®”7

It is clear that the men of the officium had to

perform a variety of functions dictated by the needs of
the governor. Most grades seem to have had a specific

main function, the cornicularii in charge, the

commentarienses to keep trial records, the speculatores as

executioners, the frumentarii as couriers, the

quaestionarii as torturers, the secretarial grades to

assist the senior officiales, the stratores as equerries

and grooms, the singulares as a garrison for the

provincial capital and as guards. Many of these, however,
found themselves performing other tasks. The

beneficiarii, with the least specific role and at the same

time being the most numerous members of the officium apart

from the stratores, were undoubtedly the most versatile of

all.

The best attested role of the officiales, refiecting

the interest of our legal and martyrological sources, was

in the administration of the judicial process; officiales

were employed in the arrest, escort, gaoling,
interrogation, trial and execution of prisoners. The
governor's role as the only capital judge of his province,
charged with keeping the peace,*®® must have made this an

extremely important aspect of the work of the officium.

Equally important in the major provinces, though much less
well represented in our sources, must have been the
administration‘of the military and of the protection of
the frontiers. No doubt the keeping of military records,
the writing and filing of letters to local commanders and

general liaison with the army formed a large part of the
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work of cornicularii, beneficiarii and the secretarial

grades. Stratores were probably invoclved in the

acquisition of horses for the army whilst interpreters
were certainly employed for diplomacy and the gathering of
information from across the frontiers. A necessary part
of both judicial and military administration was the

carrying by officiales of the governor's correspondence

both within the province and to and from Rome.
The judicial and military spheres must have accounted

for the larger portion of the work of the officium, and

indeed of the governor, but it emerges quite clearly from

our evidence that officiales could be made to turn their

hands to whatever the governor required of them, be it to
act as ad hoc military policemen, body servants, a
provincial police force, spies or overseers of bulding or

fortification. The stationes manned by speculatores,

beneficiarii, immunes, frumentarii, quaestionarii(?) and

stratores also served the purposes of the governor (which

undoubtedly varied in time and from province to province)
and will be discussed in the last two chapters.

The military provincial officia underwent a
fundamental change in the reigns of Diocletian and
Constantine, in the course of which military command
passed from the hands of the provincial governors to the
new high military officers of the Late Empire.*®®
Although the details are obscure, it was probably as a

result of these changes that officiales ceased to be

recruited from the legions and auxilia, despite their
continuing to wear military uniform and their apparent

enrol ment in a mythical cohort as ~“cohortales' or

*cohortalini'.*”® The old ranks within the officium
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persisted for the most part, although the stratores seem

to have been formed into the stablesiani and Djocletian

was forced to abolish the frumentarii. The speculatores

and beneficiarii, however, are no longer attested after

the early 5th century and the officia as a whole ceased to

have any military function, with even the singulares

ceasing to perform their old function as guards.®7* The
judicial role of the officia survived, but they also
acquired a financial role and special officers to deal
with it as provincial governors took over the
responsibilities of the earlier provincial procurators.®7?2
As provinces were changed and multiplied, so too did their
officia. The;early fourth century thus marks a convenient

point at which to end this study of the officium

consularis, as it does for the study of the beneficiarii

who served in it.

*A.H.M. Jones, "The Roman Civil Service (Clerical and Sub-
Clerical Grades)', JRS xxxix (1949), 38-55 esp. 38-44.
2After 27 BC, Augustus left legions in the hands of the
proconsuls of Illyricum, Macedonia and Africa. Illyricum
became an imperial province later in Augustus's reign and
Macedonia early in the reign of Tiberius (Vulié¢, RE XI
1087; Geyer, RE XIV 767), and in AD 39 Gaius made the
commander of the single legion in Africa independent of
the Proconsul (Tac. Hist. IV, 48; Dio LIX, 20);
thereafter, no proconsul again commanded legiconary troops,
although all governors probably had at least a small body
of auxiliaries available; c¢cf. E. Ritterling, "Military
Forces in the Senatorial Provinces', JRS xvii (1927), 28-
32; R.K. Sherk, "Roman Imperial Troops in Macedonia and
Achaea', AJPh 1xxviii (1857), 52-62.

SA.H.M. Jones, op. cit., 42 with notes 45-8.

4Jones is unclear on this point. There is certainly ample
and unequivocal evidence for the civilian apparitores in
the senatorial provinces under the Principate: scribae:
II 3423 and 3424 New Carthage (Tarraconensis), time of
Trajan, a scriba quaestorius who was honoured both within
the Iberian peninsula and in Carthage, Sicily and Greece;
X 7852 Saeprum (Sardinia), 18 March 69, a decree of the
proconsul recorded by a scriba quaestorius; AE 1921 n. 39
Aunobari (Africa Proconsularis), reign of Marcus(?), a
scriba librarius and a scriba quaestorius on the concilium
of the Proconsul of Africa; AE 1935 n. 169 Ephesus (Asia),
mid 1st cent. AD, scriba librarius; lictores: AE 1933 n.
265 Pergamon (Asia), reign of Marcus, lictor proximus
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Bononi Quintiliani proconsulis: AE 1967 n. 444 Samothrace
(Macedonia), 1 May 165, lictores of the Proconsul of
Macedonia; AE 1972 n. 578 Ephesus, late 2nd cent. a
dedication, apparently to the son of the proccnsul of
Asia, by a lictor; viatores: AE 1967 n. 444 Samothrace, 1
May 165, viatores of the proconsul of Macedonia:
praecones: nothing certain, but note VIII 12903 Carthage
(Africa Proconsularis), 1st cent. AD?, a tombstone erected
by a praeco; ab_epistulis: AE 1895 n. 97=ILS 8860 Miletus
(Asia), AD 58/9, a possible ab epistulis of the proconsul
of Asia. Other possible examples exist, but since the
decuriae at Rome provided such apparitores for all
magistrates, including those such as consuls, praetors and
some quaestors who served at Rome itself, it is not always
clear where an apparitor served, even if he is recorded in

one of the provinces: scribae: VIII 11033 Gigithi
(Proconsularis), scriba quaestorius; AE 1913 n. 20 Billi
(Proconsularis), scriba librarius; lictores: III 6078 =

12254 Ephesus; 6083 Ephesus; 6987 Nicomedia (Bithynia};
accensi: III 7134 Ephesus; AE 1929 n. 89 Tralles (Asia);
nomenclator: IIT 6080 Ephesus. Similarly, apparitcres
are found in imperial provinces but need not have served
there (the scribae quaestorii clearly did not since there
were no quaestors in imperial provinces): scribae: II
3596 Ondara (Tarraconensis), scriba librarius quaestorius;
ITI 4027 Poetovio (Pann. Sup.); XIII 1815 Lugdunum, scriba
librarius quaestorius; AE 1964 n. 11 Municipium Iasorum
(Pann. Sup.), scriba decurialis(?); viator: AE 1928 n. 99
Yaghigilar (Galatia); accensus: XII 2564 uncertain
provenance, found at Chateau de Vence (Narbonensis),
accensus consularis (surely attached to the consuls in
Rome c¢f. VI 1933 Rome, accensus cos; AE 1968 n. 33 Ronme,
accensus cos); AE 1926 n. 61 Foumech-Chebar nr. Beirut
(Syria). Note that the garbled text surrounding accensus
provinciae [Blelgicae read on a fragmentary inscription
from Paestum (AE 1975 n. 251) makes far more sense read as
missus et ac (for ad) census provinciae [Blelgicae
acc[ipiendos; nomenclator: AE 1935 n. 56 Theveste
(Numidia); apparitor: XIII 7551, 3 Kreuznach (Germ.
Sup.); XII 11050a Périgeux (Aquitamia). The evidence,
therefore, does not require us to believe that the
imperial legati had a civilian staff and indeed seems to
make it unlikely. The exceptions to this rule were the
lictores. The legati Augusti were nominally of
propraetorian rank and possessed imperium, albeit
delegated. As such, they were entitled to five fasces and
could even be designated as quinquefascales: VI 1546
Rome, reign of Caracalla, quin]que[flasc(ales) reg[ni
Norici?); VIII 18270 Lambaesis(Numidia), 226-7 referring
to 220, leg. Aug. vice quingque fascium prov.Belgifcae]:
XIII 3162 Vieux (Lugdunensis), AD 238: In provincia
Lugduness (i) quinquefascal(is) cum agerem... (text of
letter from M. Aedinius Iulianus, a former legatus of
Lugdunensis) cf. VIII 7044 Cirta (Numidia), reign of
Marcus or Caracalla, ordinato in Gallia at (sic) quinque
fasces (i.e. as a special legatus Augusti). The right of
such legati to f1ve fasces 1is expressly attested by Dgo
Lrrr, 13, 8 paﬁSouon,SESq nevTe quvfeg o;xoxus ol QVTL—
67 C\'Tr\‘{O\ XO(,.)V‘TC\\ KC\\ 060\ ‘l€ ouK GK TQV U'ﬂQ'\'GUKOTQV
elsC *  Wal OVOAkaﬁovak en’ auTou Tev qgi%uxou touToy cf. id.
CVIT, 17, 7 vals 7T &v 7 Q\S\L mnShest Tqvs oMo Tovu

)

43



SELEMSU KAKWBel6d1S AVAD 26TPATNYNKLS SUV TEVTE (see Th.
Mommsen, ROGmisches Staatérechﬁ I (3rd ed. 1887), 385-6,
386 note 1) quSouXp@ npocrrqxen ; ¢f. Tac. Ann. II, 47
delectus est M. Ateius e praetoriis; see Th. Mommsen, op.
cit., 385-8. Legati thus had lictores to perform
ceremonial duties, although the latter's Republican
function as executioners passed to the speculatores or
other officers of the military staff even apparently in
the senatorial provinces (see note 55 on the execution of
St. Cyprian in Africa Proconsularis). Of those attested in
imperial provinces almost all are reccrded in provincial
capitals: VIII 21069 Caesarea (Mauretania); XIII 593
Burdigala (Aquitania); XIII 1813 Lugdunum; AE 1967 n. 225
Leén (Tarraconensis). The most significant example is III
6759 Ankara, AD 164-6 dec(urialis) lictor Fufid(ii)
Pollionis leg(ati) Gal(atiae).

%Tac. Hist. IV, 48: ablatam proconsuli legionem misso in
eam rem legato tradidit. aequatus inter duos beneficiorum
numerus... Cf. Dio LIX, 20, 7.

®Hadrian's address to legio III Augusta: VIII 2532
Lambaesis{Numidia), AD 1i28: quod omnibus annis per vices
in officium prfocon]sulis mittitur. Inscriptions erected
by the officiales of the legate of Numidia: AE 1917-18 n.
S7 Lambaesis, early 3rd cent.: names of 4 speculatores,
30 bbff cos, 6 candidati, 5 ex frumentariis, 4
quaestionarii, 5 beneficiarii sexmestris, 1 haruspex; VIII
2586 Lambaesis, early 3rd cent. (but later than the
preceding inscription; see Ch. II note 25): names of 2
cornicularii, 2 commentarienses, 4 speculatores, 30 bbff
cos, 5 gquaestionarii, 5 beneficjiarii sexmestris, 1
haruspex; figures from similar lists in other provinces
suggest that the legion ought to provide 10 speculatores,
and it seems likely that the residue of these and other
officers was at Carthage. The close correspondence of
numbers on the two inscriptions and the appearance of
candidati after the bbff cos on the first (presumably men
waiting to be appointed to the latter grade), support the
idea that there was a fixed number of positions available
for this officium cf./P. Mich. 466, 18ff, dated March AD
107, where the UmdTiKoS of Arabia tells an applicant for a
post as his librarius that there is no vacancy at present
(see p. 39).

"H. Freis, Epigraphische Studien 2 (1967), 31-6; id. RE
Suppl. X 1130-1. Freis' discussion of the size of the
Proconsul's officium is highly speculative and it is
unlikely that the Proconsul would have needed a very large
military officium to administer a province with as few
troops as Africa.

8The only clear example is the governor of Dalmatia, who
drew on the legions of Pannonia (III 1780, 1907, 1909,
1910, 1911, 2015, 2823, 3158, 3161, 6376 = 8656, 8431,
8752, 9401, 9847, 10050, 12802, 13847, 14218, 14219,
14637; AE 1933 n. 76 1979 n. 447; Sa%el 144, 832), Moesia
Inferior (III 14631, 14638; AE 1914 n. 75(?), 1971 n. 303)
and Dacia (AE 1910 n. 214, 1925 n. 130; 3a%el 81),
although occasionally his own auxiliaries also served on
the staff (III 2052, 2067, 12679; AE 1904 n. 10); it is
instructive that legio II Adiutrix, which was Pannonia
Inferior's only standing legion until AD 214 (A. Mdcsy, RE
Suppl. IX 587-8), does not appear to have supplied
Dalmatia with officiales, presumably because Aquincum
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needed all the men it could supply. Most of the Dalmatian
officiales were perhaps drawn directly from the legions in
question, although one at least (III 12802 Novae) seems to
have been borrowed from the officium of Pannonia Superior
(the other bbff cos found in Dalmatia who specify that
they are from Pannonia Superieor (III 14221 Banjaluka) and
‘Inferior (III 12723 Domavia) were perhaps representing
their own respective governors in border areas); cf. the
borrowings between the two British provinces {pp. 127-9).
Legionary frumentarii could also be sent on occasion from
the Castra Peregrina in Rome to help with building work
(ITI 1980, cf. J.J. Wilkes, Dalmatia (1969), 116-7) or
perhaps for other reasons (III 2063); cf. III 4787, VIII
2867 for similar examples from Noricum and Numidia and
below note 87 for others from senatorial provinces. It
may be that Dalmatia was allowed these privileges becausc
its governor was (after AD 86) the only legate of consular
rank in the empire not to control iegionaries .

It is possible that the governors of Lusitania may
have borrowed officiales from the legion at Leén (see Ch.
IV p. 134), and other legati may have made similar
borrowings {(e.g. the bbff cos of III Italica at
Csterburken in Germania Superior (see Ch. IV p. 184), of
II Italica at Dalj in Pannonia Inferior (III 3270),
perhaps those of I Adiutrix at Singidunum in Moesia
Superior (AE 1964 n. 261), although Singidunum did lie on
the border with Pannonia Inferior and the men may
therefore hae been represepnting their own governor, and the
bf cos of XIII Gemina at Troesmis, capital of Moesia
Inferior (III 6161)). In the third century the legate of
Lugdunensis employed officiales drawn from the vexill-
ations of the German legions stationed at Lugdunum
(p. 143). The only example of a legate who commanded a
legion employing an auxiliary officialis is Cassius
Apollinaris, consular legate of Capadocia (garrisoned by
legio XII Fulminata at Melitene; see RE XII 1707) in AD
151-3; IGR III 130 cf. W. HUttl, Antoninus Pius II (1933),
69-70 no 3.
®Auxiliary officiales are explicitly attested for the
legates of Cappadocia (consular) (IGR III 130; see notee)
and Lycia and Pamphylia (praetorian) (IGR III 677), and
for the praesidial procurators of Sardinia (X 7580) and
Mauretania Caesariensis (VIII 9370(?), 21779(?); AE 1933
n. 6i, 1958 n. 156). The officiales of the praesidial
procurators of Noricum are well attested and, by contrast
with those of the later legates, none mentions attachment
to any legion, so that these too were probably drawn from
the province's auxiliary forces; see G. Winkler, Die
Reichsbeamten von Noricum und ihr Personal bis zum Ende
der r8mischen Herrschaft (1969), 120-3 cf. 123-34; note
that although most of the bbff procuratoris listed on
p. 120 were Roman citizens, nos 20-21 and 22 evidently
were not.
rtoMilitary officiales are specifically attested for the
Proconsul of Africa: Libyca 7 (1959), 134-40(?); Cyprian,
Ep. 81, 1; and see p. 34-5; the Proconsul of Asia: AE
1959 n. 12; the Proconsul of Macedonia: IG X, II, 384,
495, 583; AE 1971 n. 441(?); M. 35a%el Kos, JRS lxviii
(1978), 22-5(?). See p. 132 on Baetica and p. 140-1 on
Gallia Narbonensis.
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Note also the group of legionary frumentarii attested
in the province of Asia who were evidently sent out from
the Castra Peregrina (cf. the Praetorians used as
stationarii also known in Asia), perhaps to act as a
police force in the province: III 433 (2 frumentarii ),
6084, 7041; AE 1933 n. 256; Chr. Habicht, Die Inschriften
des Asklepeions (Altertiimer von Pergamon VIII, 3) (1960),
no 106. Note alsoc the frumentarii who arrested Cyprian at
Carthage (Cyprian, Ep. 81, 1), and the legionary
frumentarius evidently sent out by Hadrian to oversee
construction at Delphi in Achaea: ILS 9473 cf. III 6108
and below note 96. See pp. 47-53. T
**Cornicularii: XII 2602 Genava AD 96-8 (referring to
officium of Lugdunensis in 83); Speculatores: ILN Frejus,
162-3 no 149 La Grand Lauzade (Narbonensis, but a
specuiator of Germania Inferior). before Claudius: III
1914 = 8506 Novae (Dalmatia) first half of 1st cent. AD?;
AE 1914 n. 75 Salona (Daimatia) mid 1st cent. AD; III
2910=9996 lader (Dalmatia), 1st cent. AD; IX 7 Calliipolis
(Regio II,Italy) late 1st cent. AD; III 2915 Salona

(Dalmatia), late 1st/early 2nd cent. Beneficiarii: VII
156, Wroxeter {Britain), c¢c. AD 60; Spomenik l1xxi no 850
Radishana nr. Skoplje (Moesia), reign of Domitian{(?); XII

2602 Genava(Narbonensis), 96-8 (referring to officium of
Lugdunensis in 79); VIII 27854 Theveste (Numidia), c.83.
Frumentarii: ITI 3241 Sirmium (Pannconia), c.100. Cf. AE
1923 n. 28 Henchir-Kscur-Dzemda (Africa Proconsularis),
98-102). Singulares: XIII 7709 Brohl (referring to
singulares of Germania Inferior), c.AD 72; XVI 23
Wiesbaden (Germ. Sup.) 15 April 78, a diploma referring to
a cohors singularium, that is recruited from a province's
singulares; AE 1923 n. 33 Brohltal (referring to
singulares of Germ. Inf.), AD 98; AE 1974 n. 455 Cologne
(Germ. Inf.), AD 80-100; Vjesn. Arh. Hist. Dalm. 53 (1950-
1),226 no 35 Salona, 1st century; AE 1968 n. 412 Ovilava
(Noricum), c¢.100.

*2The earliest attested examples of other grades of
provincial officiales are: princeps praetorii: IGR III
1230 Canatha (Arabia), AD 185 or 231; optio praetorii: X
7583-4 Carales (Sardinia), 198-209; commentariensis: VIII
2613 Lambaesis{Numidia), 152, but V 7004 Augusta
Taurinorum (Regio XI, but recording an a commentariis of
Germania Superior) may be early 2nd cent.; quaestionarius:
AE 1917-18 n. 57 Lambaesis, early 3rd cent.; librarius:

P. Mich. 466, 18ff, referring to the officium of Arabia,
March 107 and III 4215 Apulum (Dacia), 196-8; notarius
VIII 2755 Lambaesis, ¢.1983; exactus VIII 9990 Tingi
(Mauretania Tingitana), c¢.109/14 exceptor AE 1916 n. 29
Djemila (Numidia), 210; adiutor centurionis officii(?) AE
1967 n. 444 Samothrace (Macedonia), 1 May, 165; adiutor

corniculariorum: IGR III 1008 Khatoura nr. Beroea (Syria
Phoenix) 20 July, 195; adiutor officii III 3510 Aquincum
(Pann. Inf.) 229; beneficiarius tribuni sexmestris: I11I

14507 Viminacium (Moes. Sup.), 195; interprex: III 10515
Aquincum, 3rd cent. and 14359 Aquincum, 3rd cent.; note
also AE 1978 n. 635 Boldog opposite Carnuntum (Pannonia),
lJate 1st cent., interprex leg(ionis) XV idem (centurio)
negotiator; haruspex: AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis, early
3rd cent.; miles epistularius: AE 1967 n. 444 Samothrace,
1 May 165; miles: III 14214 Tomi (Moes. Inf.), 3rd cent.;
strator: AE 1977 n. 653 Apulum, 1st bhalf of 2nd cent. and
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XITI 8203 Cologne, 164; protector: AE 1979 n. 448 Braé
(Dalmatia), 212-17.

Most grades thus appear in our sources for the first
time at the end of the second or beginning of the third
century. This pattern has been noted by R. MacMullen,
Soldier and Civilian in the Later Roman Empire (1963), 66-
8 employing only the inscriptions from CIL III and XIII,
with his sample producing an apparently clear impression
that provincial officiales did not appear before the mid
second century (earliest beneficiarius consularis AD 155,
earliest cornicularius, commentariensis, librarius and
strator all Severan). MacMullen comes to the conclusion
from his figures and from similar figure and conclusions
in J.M. Drake, "The Principales of the Early Empire", in
Roman Historical Sources and Institutions, ed. H.A.
Sanders (Universitv of Michigan Studies, Humanistic
Studies I) (1904), 261-332 esp. 262 and 316 and W.L.
Wannemacher, The Development of the Imperial Civii Officia
during the Principate, unpublished dissertation,
University of Michigan (1940), esp. p. 241, that military
staffs in general came to oust civilian staffs and that it
was in the late Antonine and Severan periods that "the
move to militarize the staff of the governors" began (R.
MacMullen op. cit.,68). The evidence cited in the
preceding note, however, and the evidence to suggest that
civilian staffs were not attached to the legati of
imperial provinces (see note 4) shows that this statement
is incorrect and, in the case of the imperial provinces,
meaningless. The imperial provinces had at least the core
of their military staffs from the first century AD, but it
must remain conjectural how soon the other grades
appeared. Those attested in the first century are also
the grades which most often appear on inscriptions
throughout the Principate, and this is perhaps to be
attributed, since inscriptions were expensive commodities,
to the fact that the cornicularii, speculatores,
beneficiarii and frumentarii would be on a higher pay
scale as senior principales than the secretarial and other
minor grades, whilst singulares were simply far more
numerous. If this interpretation of the evidence is
correct, it may nevertheless be significant that no
commentariensis, amongst the most senior of the
officiales, is certainly attested before AD 152. The
apparent emergence of the minor grades and the increased
epigraphic evidence for the more senior in the reign of
Severus is perhaps to be connected with the army pay rises
instituted by that emperor; in this connection one may
note that our first reference to the grade of librarius
conslaris appears on papyrus some 90 years before such an
officer is epigraphically attested.

*3The use of the term in Latin is already attested three
or four times in the Vindolanda Tablets (published in A.K.
Bowman & J.D. Thomas, Vindolanda: The Latin Writing
Tablets (1983)), no 21, 9-10 consulari n(ostro) c.AD
103(?); no 30, 5 ad consularem n. c.AD 103(?); no 36, 2
(?) consulal]lri n. c¢c.AD 103(?); no 37, 14-15 Marcellum
clarissi[mum virum] consularem meum c.AD 102. The term is
also implied of a praetorian governor on a papyrus of AD
107 from Alexandria (Egypt) (P. Mich. 466, 18ff) which
refers to Claudius Severus, first governor of the province
of Arabia, as Tov UTATIKd some five years before his




consulship of 112 (PIR* II C 1023). The origins of the
usage to mean “governor' can be illustrated from an
inscription relating to the same governor who remained in
Arabia after holding the consulship in absentia: AE 1927
n. 147 Gerasa (Arabia), AD 114-5 &n.¢ Xihaubiou Zeouﬂpou
(ST ATKEY mmpedPevTéy  TePasTtéu Avtlstpomiyucf. Spomenik
IxXxi no 650 Radishana nr. Skoplje (Moesia Superior), reign
of Domitian(?) benef. leg. consulajr.]; III 9960 = 1ILS
1015 Nedinum (Dalmatia) first decade of 2nd century
...Javoleno Prisco...legato consulari provinc. Syriae...;
AE 1908 n. 237 = ILS 1055 Timgad (Numidia), 107/8-110 A.
Larcio...Priscio...ped (sic=pro) legato consulare provinc.
Syriae...; ILS 8824 Olympia (Achaea), reign of Plus M.
CAuamovy BoaSoiay Cnoecyfbe\rrr\\v K AL c\VT\GTOan\‘{DV‘l Bedv
(RSQ\Q\JOU ‘u‘né\'(\‘«o\( \ YEP}U\C\\IKQS K A\ '%OE'YC\\I\/LCLS

T s 12

"The eariiest epigraphic uses of consularis bv itself
to mean ~“governor' also appear in the late first/early
second century: Il 491 Emerita (Lusitania) c¢.100, bf cos
of a praetorian governor (? see pp. 133-4); VII 5§
Winchester (Britannia) late 1st/early 2nd cent.(?), [b]f
cos; AE 1947 n. 25 = 1966 n. 294 = 1967 n. 372 Savaria
(Pann. Sup.)j, AD 102-5 Nerati]lus [P]lriscus cos; AE
1969/70 n. 583 Philippi (Thrace),c. 120 a Terentfio
Scaulriano consulare [exerciltus provinciae novfae ; AE
1965 n. 152 Charax (Crimea, Moes. Inf.), 121-4 bf Ummidi
Quadrati cos (cf. R. Syme, Historia 17 (1968), 88-90); IGR
ITI 110 = AE 1968 n. 504 Cernik (Cappad001a) 127-

8 Bevegb\KC\Qv\os\ i‘\‘Q‘rmpLoU < e xoLMSou vnaTikou; AE 1927
n. 59 Histria (Moes Inf.), 129-31 Toullou ieounoo@\
ORATIKOU.. . (3 SnaTikbyL ; XII 3168 Nimes (Narbonensis), c.
133 beneficiari/Iunii Omulli consular.; III 5517 Solva
(Noricum), 146-9, bf Pont[ii Laeliani cos?]; Laelianus was
governor of Pann. Sup.; IGR III 1274 Soada (Arabia)

149 v\ PAviwiou Touhiavésy [inamikdév ?;XIII 5609
Pontailler-sur-Saodone (Germ. Sup.), 150, bf Caeserni
Statiani cos.

of the literary soruces of this period, Tacitus,
Pliny the Younger and Suetonius all use legatus consularis
(Tac. Agr. 7; Hist. I, 52; 56; II, 86; Pliny Ep. VII, 31,
4; VII, 31, 2; Suet., Tib. 41; Cal. 14; Claud. 24; Vesp.
4; 6) but it is Tacitus who provides the earliest literary
uses of consularis alone to mean “governor': Agr. 8, 2
brevi deinde Britannia consularem Petilium Cerialem
accepit:; Agr. 14, 1 consularium (sc. Britanniae) primus
Aulus Plautius praepositus; Agr. 40, 1 Syriam
provinciam...vacuam tum morte Atiii Rufi consularis; Hist.
I, 9 inferioris Germaniae legiones diutius sine consulari
fuere; I, 60 quies provinciae (sc. Britanniae) guamquam
remoto consulari mansit; II, 97 neque ex Hispanis
properabatur nullo tum ibi consulari; III, 11 digressu
consularium (sc. Pannoniae et Moesiae); III, 50 ducebat
Pompeius Silvanus consularis (sc. Dalmatiae).

Thus all the evidence converges to suggest that
consularis had come to be used to mean a provincial
governor by the very beginning of the second century.

Much recent work has been done on this question arising
out of L. Balla's restoration of AE 1947 n. 25 to read
Nerati]us [P]riscus cos in Act. Class. Debrec. VI/I (1959-
60), 201-8 and Epigraphische Studien 4 (1967), 61 which
would date the inscription to 102-5 when a Neratius
Priscus was governor of Pannonia Superior (on his term of
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office see AE 1976 n. 195; also R. Syme, ZPE 41 (1981),.
141). The reading was questioned by J. Fitz, Epigraphica
xxvi (1964), 56 and Alba Regia vi/vii (1965-6), 207-8, who
argued that the term consularis was not used of governors
until 150, giving a list of inscriptions beginning with
those quoted here referring to Ummidius Quadratus and
Caesernius Statianus. R. Syme, however, in Historia xvii
{(1968), 88-90 then dated the Ummidius Quadratus
inscription to 121-4 and that of Iunius Cmullus (see
above) to 133; G. Sanders, Helinium viii (1968), 303-4 and
H.-G. Pflaum, Titulaire et rang social sous le Haut Empire
(Coll. nationaux du Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique, Sciences Humaines, Caen, 25-6 avril 1969
(1970) followed suit, and Pflaum provided more evidence of
consulares antedating 150. Finally L. Balla Act. Class.
Debrec. viii {(1872)., 85-8 and E. Toth, Alba Regia xiii
(1972), 163-5 independently reviewed the question and bocth
came to the conclusion arrived at here, although neither
presented the evidence in full. Both note that most
inscriptions referring to provincial governors were not
erected by them but by their staff and troops, and Balla
adds that when they did erect inscriptions they usuaiily
referred to themselves as legati Augusti pro praetore (L.
alla, op. cit., 87, note 27).

i14The beneficiarius ins eriptions cited in the preceding
note represent the earliest references of officiales to
themselves as attached to a consularis, the name of the
governor still being employed, with consularis merely
replacing legati Augusti pro praetore, which had been
commonly employed in the earlier period: VII 156 Wroxeter
(Britannia), c.AD 60 ben(eficiarius) leg(ati)
pr(opraetore), without the governor's name; XIII 7709
Brohl (Germ. Sup. but referring to a governor of
Inferior), c.AD 72 singulares peditis Acili Strabonis leg.
Aug.; XII 2602 Genava (Narbonensis, but referring to
governors of Lugdunensis), reign of Nerva referring to 77,
beneficiar. Tettieni Sereni leg Aug, and to 83 cornicular.
Corneli Gallicani leg. Aug.; VIII 27854 Theveste
(Numidia), c. 83 benef. Tetti JTuliani et Tavoleni Prisci
leg. Aug.; III 7504 Sarnizegethusa (Dacia) 112-7
exerc(itator) eq(uitum) sing(ularium) C. Avidi Nigrini leg
Aug pr(o) pr(aetore). The use of the governor's name with
either legati Augusti or, from the turn of the second
century, consularis, continued for the officiales of both
consular and praetorian governors throughout the second
century and into the third, e.g. AE 1916 n. 29 Djemila
(Numidia), 210 bf Subatiani Proculi leg. Auggg. pr. cos
desig. and see preceding note; cf. also AE 1971 n. 218
York (Brit. Inf.), AD 216, bf Gordian(i); AE 1905 n. 211 =
ILS 9258 Amman (Arabia), 245-6 b _Claudi Capitolini; and V
5451 = ILS 2402 Arcisate (Italy) 2nd cent.?, beneficiarius
legati consularis. From the mid 2nd century onwards,
however, the governor's name is mostly omitted and the
officiales simply gave their rank with consularis
regardless of whether the governor was consular or
praetorian (equestrian governors were referred to by thelir
title, praefectus, procurator or praeses). The earliest
example of an officialis who calls himself simply
consularis is perhaps the Winchester beneficiarius (see
preceding note), of the early second century on the style
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of lettering. but the earliest to be firmly dated is III
7449 Montana (Moes. Inf.), 155, bf cos; the earliest
example for a praetorian governor is perhaps the bf cos of
c.100 from Emerita (see preceding note), but the earliest
to be firmly dated is AE 1973 n. 448 Mursa (Pann. Inf.),
164, [bf clos. Such usage for praetorian governors 1is
thereafter attested for Britannia Inferior(?),
Lusitania(?), Lugdunensis(?}, Raetia, Noricum, Pannonia
Inferior, Arabia and Numidia. It even appears that by the
late third century dnoaTedeww had come to mean simply to
govern a province and was so used of an equestrian
governor of Moesia Inferior in AD 270/1: IGR I 591, with
1432 Gostilica (Moes. Inf.), 270/1: U1XQJRéXUoVEonCS

as) e ApXelasy -toA[UX SialsnmloTatou Adp. ZePas(riavél)
cf. A. Stein die Legaten von Moesien (1940), 106-7.

15Principes: IGR III 1230 Canatha (Arabia). i85 OT 20;
/
r. Ne al= oviov U Tydavl ze\«ouvgov BPQVSEGGKVOV?l e\&c‘,\'to\('(-
Aoy ov Xey (1Gvos) &' T wu Gums TP WKITIA ... LounVou]

J avopvevou [MeesPleotou) Te. c\v-r\cr'r;;q-r(wou) P.Oxy. XIV 1637,
10 Oxyrhynchus (Egypt) 257-9 AnnkQTP\ou (emqvaQpoﬁ)

Tou dt3k°N§YwTQﬁdﬁ‘ “v\YKLﬂOS1ns quuuwxqs . Centurions of
ihe officium: AE 1975 n\ 813 Satdld \Cappauuula;. 2nd
cent. KOQV\(\<0D>\Q\DKOV\/ W AW ( €k aTvT QQXOV < ov

QVGLAQVQLQ, IGR III 1264 = ILS 8880 Nela (Arabia) 2nd/3rd

ent. ré¢ KQ\ Q\«o).\GV‘\'C\Q(LSKOS W&\ Kooﬂ\\«ouxé\p\os
W A\ (enq—rov—(o\g)(os\ \Iexxopé\los Qs (\\/Euo(\ALC\.S) Note also
that one of the offitiales inscriptions from Lambaesis
(VIII 2586) was erected cura agente C. Memmio Victore
(centurio) leg III Aug. On the title princeps see M.P.
Speidel, “Princeps as a Title for ad hoc Commanders',
Britannia XII (1981), 7-13.
*8Adiutores principis cos: 11 6111 Tarraco, 2nd/3rd
cent.(?), adiutor principis; III 12679 Doclea (Dalmatia),
2nd/3rd cent., adiut. princ. bf cos; AE 1916 n. 29 Djemila
(Numidia), 210, bf Subatiani Proculi leg. Auggg. pr. cos
desig. adiutor principis praetori; AE 1982 n. 758 Iuvavunm
(Noricum), 2nd/3rd cent., adiutori fprilnec(ipis) cos; M.P.
Speidel (op. cit.), 8 note 4 suggests that the Doclea
officialis, who was also a bf cos, was in fact a former
adiutor of the princeps of his cohort, but the close
parallel of the Djemila adiutor principis praetori, at the
same time a bf of the legate of Numidia, makes his
argument far less cogent; see Ch. II note 39. Optiones
Praetorii: III 1094=77865 Apulum, 2nd/3rd cent., optio
praet(orii); III 5803 Augusta Vindelicorunm (Raetia).
2nd/3rd cent., o]jptio plraeteri[i(?); VIII 2947 Lambaesis,
2nd/3rd cent., L. Munatius Repentinus optio praeteritor (=
praetorii); VIII 4294 Lambaesis, 2nd/3rd cent., Munatius
Re[pe]lntinus optio pr(aetorii); X 7583 Carales (Sardinia),
198-209, an optio praetori erecting a dedication to the
governor of Sardinia. Note also AE 1965 n. 170 Die
(Narbonensis), 2nd/3rd cent., optio]lnis pr(incips?) ex
prae(torio?) and the suggestion by M. 5a%el Kos, JRS
lxviii (1978), 22-5 that a soldier buried at Cecrinth c.AD
45-70 and depicted carrying a stick and writing tablets
may have been such an optio; the first four of these
inscriptions, together with the Djemila adiutor, are the
best evidence in support of the frequent assertion that
the title of the head of the officium was usually princeps
praetorii, of whom these would then be the deputies; tke
same title was certainly used on a number of inscriptions
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for some centurions who were not at the head of provincial
officia but probably of legionary officia, although their
precise function is disputed; see most recently B. Dobson,
Die Primipilares (1978), 161.

*7After the reforms of Diocletian and Constantine
provincial officia, in common with many cthers, were no
longer staffed by true soldiers seconded from real
military units but by civilians with military rank who
were enrolled in a notional cohort and wore military
uniform, so that they were then headed by civilian
principes: A.E.R. Boak, RE XVII, 2, 2047-9; A.H.M. Jcnes,
JRS xxxix (1949), 47-9; R. MacMullen, Soldier and Civilian
in the Late Roman empire (1963), 70ff. See pp. 66-7.

*80ur only two career inscriptions, from Nela and Satala
(see note 15) indicate promotion through the officium and
direct from cornicularius.

*®Dig. XLVII, 2, 73 (Modestinusj.

2°0rfricium _corniculariorum iIII 894 = ILS 3035, Potaissa
(Dacia); III 1471 Sarmizegethusa (Dacia); 3543 Aquincum
(Pann. Inf.); 10437 Aquincum; VIII 1875 Theveste
(Numidia).

22M. Clauss, Untersuchungen zu den Principales des
rBbmischen Heeres von Augustus bis Diokletian.
Cernicularii, speculatores, frumentarii (1973), 17-45.
22Rank and promotion of cornicularii: II 4122 Tarraco,
listed before commentariensis and speculatores; III 252
Ancyra (Galatia), two beneficiarii promoted to
cornicularii; 4452 Carnuntum (Pann. Sup.), listed before
commentariensis and speculatores; 7794 Apulum (Dacia),
listed before commentariensis and (?) speculatores; 9908
Burnum (Dalmatia), a tesserarius promoted to another rank
and thence to cornicularius and perhaps centurion; VIII
2554 Lambaesis (Numidia), a possible optio promoted to
cornicularius; 2586 Lambaesis listed before
commentarienses, speculatores, beneficiarii,
quaestionarii, beneficiarii sexmestris and a haruspex; XII
2602 Genava (Narbonensis but referring to the officium of
Lugdunensis), a beneficiarius promoted to cornicularius,
then to evocatus and centurion; XIII 6542, 6543, Oehringen
(Germ. Sup.) and 6598 Miltenberg (Germ. Sup.), a centurion
ex corniculario consularis; 6803 Mainz a cornicularius
listed before commentarienses and promoted to centurio; AE
1917/18 n. 74-5 Lambaesis, cornicularius promoted to
decurio alae; AE 1975 n. 813 Satala (Cappadocia),
cornicularius promoted to centurion of the governor; AE
1976 n. 545 Aquincum (Pann. Inf.), cornicularius (?)
promoted to centurion IGR III 1264 = ILS 8880 yela
(Arabia), beneficiarius promoted to Awopmevrtapne6ias and
cornicularius and then to centurion of the governor's
headquarters. In VIII 2554 Lambaesis, a cornicularius
(who also appears on AE 1895 n. 204 Lambaesis) appears on
an inscription erected by a schola of optiones, presumably
as a former optio. Cornicularii consularis are thus
attested as having been promoted from optiones,
beneficiarii consularis, speculatores and commentarienses
and as being senior to commentarienses, speculatores,
beneficiarii consularis, quaestionarii, bbff sexmestris
and haruspices in that order. They are attested as being
promoted to evecatus (for a soldier from the Urban cohort
at Lyon). decurio alae, centuricn, and centurion of the
officium. Their position as the senior principales of the
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officium consularis corresponds to that of cornicularii in
all other known officia (cf. tables in A. von Domaszewski,
Die Rangordnung des rémischen Heeres (1908; 1967), 15, 19,
27, 48, 56, 59, 61, with supporting text) and is
paralleled in the officia of the Late Empire listed in the
Notitia Dignitatum.

The only information which we have about how many
vears of service were usually required to attain this rank
comes from XII 2602 where a soldier of cohors I Urbana
recruited in 73 became cornicularius of the governor of
Lugdunensis in 83. The figure of 10 to 15 years is that
suggested by M. Clauss, op. cit., 30 with note 62, and is
derived from epigraphic evidence for cornicularii from all
the military officia; it is therefore of limited value.
Some cornicularii consularis only achieved this rank as
the pinnacle of their careers: II 4155 Tarraco, died in
service at the age of 48; 1II 8752 Salona, veteran; VIII
2962 Lambaesis, veteran; XIII 1860 Lugdunum, veteran: AE
1911 n. 221 Niederemmel (Belgica), veteran.
2°The view that it was a military decoration is expressed
most recently by V. Maxfield, The Military Decorations of
the Roman Army {(i$81i), 97-9, who admits that the
corniculum was "probably the most obscure of all military

decorations”. F. Doclger, 'Der Kodikellos des
Christodoulos in Palermo. Ein bisher unerkannter Typus
der byzantische Kaiserurkunde.' Archiv fir

Urkundenforschung 11 Heft 1 (1929),44-57, Exkurs III,
wishes to link the cornicularii with the &q\ TEV
Kavikheiou (= ink) of the Byzantine period. M. Clauss,
op. cit. (note 21), 4iff is reluctant to accept the
etymology although he does accept that the canicularii,
evidently secretarial officers, recorded on some five
inscriptions, were analagous tc the cornicularii; cf. B.
Saria, RE Suppl. VII 83-4 s.v. canaliclarius.

24Suet. Gramm. 9.

25See note 11.

28Two cornicularii : IT 4122 Tarraco, 202-5; III 252 =
6754 Ancyra (Galatia), 198; III 7741 = 14479 Apulum
(Dacia), 198-211; VIII 2586 Lambaesis (Numidia), early 3rd
cent.; AE 1917/18 n. 71, 211/12 or 246/7. Three
cornicularii: I1I 4452 Carnuntum (Pann. Sup.j), 212; III
7394 Perinthus (Thrace), 160 or 161; XIII 6803 Mainz
(Germ. Sup.), 213-7. At the respective dates
Tarraconensis had 1 legion, Galatia none, Dacia 2, Numidia
1, Pannonia Superior 3, Thrace none, Germania Superior 2.
M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 18-19 rightiy argues that
most of the inscriptions listing 2 cornicularii are
private and need not have been erected by the full
complement of cornicularii in the province, which may have
been three in all cases. The exceptions are II 4122 from
Tarraco and VIII 2586 from Lambaesis, both erected by the
whole officium. In the latter case a third cornciularius
was probably serving the Proconsul at Carthage (see pp.
34-5 with notes 5-7). Tarraco may similarly have supplied
the officium of Lusitania at Emerita (see pp. 133-4 and M.
Clauss, op. cit.(note 21), 19, but note that II 4122
records a normal complement of 10 speculatoces (see p. 42
with note 49).

27Firm. Math. III, S5, 26 ... erunt homicidiis publicis
praepositi et exceptores earum sententiarum, quae de
hominum capitibus proferuntur, aut cornicularii aut




commentarienses... Firmicus is probably thinking of the
contemporary (c.340) officia of the Praefecti Praetorio,
but since provincial governors of the Principate similarly
had ius gladii it is reasonable to suppose that their
officia operated in the same manner in capital cases.
2®Pass. Tarach. 6 (Greek). The historical reliability of
the Christian Martyr Acts is a notoriously difficult
problem, and they evidently varied greatliy in ihis, parily
reflecting the reliability of their sources, which in the
most trustworthy examples were the actual records of the
trials in question, no doubt originally written down by
commentarienses (see pp. 40-1) or the reports of eve-
witnesses. For the present discussion even the more
fanciful of the later Acts may be of value in that they
can perhaps be taken to reflect at least contemporary
practice in the courts which would noet in esscnce have
changed from the time of the actual persecutions. These
sources have bpeen put to valuabie use for discussion of
the process of arrest and trial in the Roman worid by G.
Lopuszanski, “La Police romaine et les Chrétiens',
L'Antiquité Classique 20 (1951), 5-46, whose lead is
cllowed here. For a useful discussion of the problems o
historical veracity in these sources see H. Musurillo, Th
Acts of the Christian Martyrs (1972), Introduction, 1-
lvii.
2®pP. Oxy. 1022 = CPL no 111 = R.0. Fink, Roman Military
Records on Papyrus (1971) no 87 Oxyrhynchus, 24 Feb. 103:
Accepta VI K(alendas) Martias ann(o) VI Imp Traiani n. per

f
e

Priscum singul(arem). Avidius Arrianus cornicul. coh. III
Ituraeorum scripsi authenticam epistulam in tabulario
cohortis esse; cf. M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 24. The

governor was nominally responsible for the approval
(probatio) of army recruits (although not directly
involved in their actual recruitment) and, as here, for
ordering the entry of their names onto unit records); see
Liebenam, RE V 619; R.W. Davies, “Joining the Roman
JArmy', BJ 169 (186S), 208-232.
SO9AE 1946 n. 38 Bled-Coursi-el-Tahtani (Numidia), 209-11
Ex auctoritate Imppp. Caes L. Septimi Severi et M Aurelii
Antonini et P Septimi Getae Augg. agri et pascua et fontes
adsignatal...] mal...] curantibus Epagatho et Marsilioc
Caeciliano corniculario praef. iussu Anici Fausti leg. cos
per M Gennium Felicem evocatum leg. TIII Aug.; cf. M.
Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 24-5.
310n the involvement of the officium in recruitment see
note 29. On reports to the governor from army units see
p. 265. It is probable that the cornicularius consularis
would also be responsible for th actual drafting of
letters sent by the governor, such as P. Oxy. 1022 (note
29) and that recorded on the Marbre de Thorigny (XIII
3162) sent by the governor of Britain to Sennius
Sollemnis.
s2p Mich. 466 cf. G.B. Pighi, Lettere latine d'un soldato
di Traiano, P. Mich. 467-472 (1964), 98-102 ..ad)\a LKal
Epu}TNTAVTOS pmou KhaLStov Zelounl plolv  Tov O ATLKOY
VA ME XJBQC\oLov € auTaL ﬂo\&‘st\‘ _eimavros Se CaVytow
St TénoS ol cxoqu\:A tv_ TosshTw S Se MPpdolsy _6¢

ZeyeBvos  moinsq €® EXniSov, Xhqew O™ Eyevdmqv Amo_Tou
U 6 T1wSU TAs Acyeuvas 1odS Tov KopwikeuNdpwey ;€1 M. T lauss,op. C1T.

(note 21), 23-4.
aagn librarii see pp. 54-6.




®4T11 2052 Salona (Dalmatia). adi(utor) corn(iculariorum)
co(n)s(ularis); AE 1904 n. 10 Gardun-Vojnié¢ (Dalmatia), ex
adiutore corniculariorum cos; IGR I 679 = AE 1902 n. 138
Serdica (Thrace), (esnq 0805 wopvikow Yap Lav) ; IGR III 1008
Khatoura nr. Beroea (Syria Phoenix) (,,8C %opvikewlapluy
vnatwsouv cf. III 894 = ILS 3035 Potaissa (Dacia), adiutor
offici ccrniculariorum; III 1471 Sarmizegethusa (Dacia),
adiut. offic(i} cornicul.; III 3543 Aquincum {(Pann. Inf.),
adiutori offici cornicularicrum cos; VIII 1875 Theveste
(Numidia), adiutor ofici corniculorioru(m); Inscr. Bostra
9075 Bostra (Arabia), adiut. off. cos.

330n the magistrates who had commentarienses see A. von
Domaszewski, op. cit. (note 22), 17 (Praefectus Urbi) and

8,9 (Praefectus Vigilum). The a commentariis Praefecti
Praetorio were of equestrian rank (A. von Domaszewski, op.
cit. 153, 155, 155, xliii. xiv, xlvii. A commentariensis

trib(uni) leg(ionis) appears to be recorded on VIII 2586
and is ascribed to the tribunus sexmestris (see pp. 58-60)
by A. von Domaszewski, op. cit.(note 22), 31, 41, 48; but
since trib. leg. appears in the position where almost all
the other officiales on the stone have their origo
recorded, this is perhaps a misunderstanding by the
stonecutter of an origo he failed to recognize
(Trip(o)l{i)?) on the text he was copying.
38See note 12.
37Ranking of commentarienses: II 4122 Tarraco, listed
after cornicularii and before speculatores; 4179 Tarraco,
tombstone of com{mentariensis) ab actis civilib(us) who
arrpears as a speculator on II 4145; III 2015 Salona
(Dalmatia); commentariensis promoted from speculator; 4452
Carnuntum (Pann. Sup.), listed between cornicularii and
speculatores; 7794 Apulum (Dacia), listed between
cornicularii and (?) speculatores; V 7004 Augusta
Taurinorum (Regio XI), an a comment(ariis) [leg. pr. pr.]
of Germania Superior promoted from [benef(iciarius)?]
legat(i) of legio XXII Primigenia and then to optio
(spei?) and centurio...[oct]a(v)us pilus prior; VIII 2586
Lambaesis (Numidia) listed aftter cornicularii and before
speculatores, beneficiarii consularis, quaestionarii,
beneficiarii sexmestris and a haruspex; XIII 1732
Lugdunum, a speculator promoted to commentarienses; IGR
ITI 1264 = ILS 8880 Nela (Arabia), 2nd/3rd cent.,
a Pd promoted ,
to JOKomEV TA pAGLOS to Kogxx\\(ou\c\?\os to (é‘Kd‘YovT&?XoS\) TG\‘S
Syemolias) .
" Numbers of commentarienses: I1 4122 Tarraco, 2
cornicularii and 2 commentarienses 10 speculatores; III
4452 Carnuntum (Pann. Sup.), 3 cornicularii, 3
commentarienses, 30 speculatores; VIII 2586 Lambaesis
(Numidia), 2 cornicularii, 2 commentarienses, 4
speculatores, 30 beneficiarii, 5 quaestionarii, 5
beneficiarii sexmestris, 1 haruspex; XIII 6803 Mainz
(Germ. Sup.), one centurion promoted from cornicularius,
two cornicularii, three commentarienses. The normal
establishment of commentarienses in a province was thus,
as with the cornicularii, two or three regardless of the
number of legions it contained; cf. note 26. In this
respect these two grades differed from the speculatores
(and probably the beneficiarii) whose numbers do show a
correlation with the number of legions within a province
(see p. 42). This in turn implies that whilst promotion

-

79



up to the rank of speculator (at least in legionary
provinces) might be determined by vacancies in a legion's
quota of speculatores or beneficiarii (cf. the candidati
listed after the bbff cos in AE 1917/18 n. 57), promotion
beyond was simply on merit to one of two or three places.
This in turn may imply that promotion to either of these
two senior grades was almost always from within the
officium {(the only attested exception is the presumed
promotion from optio to cornicularius in VIII 2554). We
have no figures for the number of years of experience
normally required for promotion to this rank, but their
recruitment from within the officium implies that
considerable length of service was required; in AE 1939 n.
85 Capidava (Moes. Inf.), recording a comm]ent cfos(?),
who lived for 80 years and presumably retired in the rank,
it was evidently the culmination of a career.

3811 4179 Tarraco D.M. L. Gargilio Rufo com. ab actis
civilib(us) homini optimo et honestissimo. Ct. the use of
commentarium to mean an official record e.g. A.J.B. Wace
and M.S. Thempson, Ann. Brit. Sch. Athens xvii (1910/11),

164 ...[d[escriptum et refcognitum e]x commentario
(Ve]lrgini {Pjulfliani] iudicis. Nomn-juridical records

were perhaps kept by the cornicularii (see p. 38-9),
although still known as commentarii, e.g. Inscr. Scyth.
Min. I no 68, 61ff Histria {(Moes. Inf.) Exemplum
[decreti]...[descriptum] et recognitum factum ex
comm(entariis) M[ani Laberi] Maximi leg. Aug. pr. pr.
3®pass. Tarach. 6,1 June 303; Pass. Pion. 21, AD 250;
Pass. Claud. 1, AD 285; Pass. Crispin. 1, 5 Dec. 304;
Pass. Agap. 3, AD 304; Pass. Tat. Dul. in Acta Sanctorum
Junii II (1698), 1043, 4th cent.? Pass.Claud. S5, AD 285;
see G. Lopuszanski, op. cit. (note 28), 41-2. Of the Acts
cited H. Musurillo has included the Passiones of Pionius,
of Crispina and of Agape in his selection of 28 of the
most trustworthy (see his Acts of the Christian Martyrs
(1972), Introduction, xlii-xliii and xiiv; the Passio of
Tatianus Dulas has been regarded as historically worthless
but as having used ancient sources. (P. Franchi de'
Cavalieri, Note Agiografiche. Fasc 7. (Studi e Testi) 49
(1928), 203 with note 2); the Passio of Tarachus is
unfortunately of low reliability (see G. Lopuszanski, loc.
cit.)

4°Dig. XLVIII, 20, 6 )Ulpian, De Officio Proconsulis X, on
a rescript of Hadrian to Aquilius Bradua): nec pati (sc.
praesides debent) optiones sive commentarienses ea pecunia
abuti. On the recipient of Hadrian's rescript see Ch. IV
note 18.

41M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 59-79.

“20n the speculatores of the Praetorian Guard see M.
Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 46-58,

4“3Auct. B. Afr. 37, 1. Note that Antony appears to have
had a cohors speculatorum, attested on one of his coins:
E.A. Sydenham, The Coinage of the Roman Republic {(1952)
no. 1214, cf. M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 46.
44Speculatores as scouts: Varro, De Ling. Lat. VI, 82;
Livy III, 40, 13; XXX, 29, 2; XLII, 13, 1; Curtius Rufus,
Hist. Alex. Magni III, 8, 17; VI, 4, 14 and 8; as spies:
Festus, De Verb. Sign. p. 69.23 (L); operating by night:
Caes. BG II, 11, 2-3.
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<sSpeculatores used as messengers by Caesar: Auct. B. Afr.
31, 4; and under the Principate: Suet. Cal. 44
(Praetorians); Tac. Hist.II, 73 (provincial speculatores).
4€See note 11.

*7Rank and promotion of speculatores: I1I 4122 Tarraco,
listed after cornicularii and commentarienses; II 4137
Tarraco, L. Alfidius Urbanus, a tribunus militum who
appears as a speculator on II 4122 (see H.-G. Pflaum, La
Gaule et L'Empire romain (1983), 411-12 and Ch. IV note
87); I1 4145 Tarraco, Gargilius Rufus, a speculator who
appears as com(mentariensis) ab actis civilib(us) on II
4179; III 2015 Salona (Dalmatia), promoted to
commentariensis cos; III 3524 Aquincum (Pann. Inf.), a
frumentarius due for promotion to speculator? III 4452
Carnuntum (Pann. Sup.), listed after cornicularii and
commentarienses; III 7741 = 14479 Apulum (Dacia), at least
3 centurions and 2 cornicularii consularis(?), perhaps
former speculatores, involved in the building of a schcla
speculatorum; III 14137 Bubastis nr. Alexandria (Egypt)
optio specul., a promotion from optio (M. Clauss, op. cit.
(note 21), 76 makes it to optio) or an optic speculatorum
cf. A. von Domaszewski, op. cit. (note 22), 32 who makes
him head of the collegium of speculatores cf. id. Die
Religion des r8mischen Heeres (1895), 84; VI 36775=ILS 484
Rome, a speculator who eventually becomes hastatus and
princeps peregrinorum; VIII 702 = 12128 Chusira (Africa
Proconsularis), a speculator promoted to cornicularius
legionis about to be promoted centurion; 2586 Lambaesis
(Numidia), speculatores listed afer cornicularii and |
commentarienses, and before bbff cos, quaestionarii, bbff
sexmestris and a haruspex; 2618 Lambaesis, an ex-centurion
who appears as a speculator on AE 1917/18 n. 57 (M.
Acutius Ingenus); 2746 Lambaesis, listed before
beneficiarii; 2751 Lambaesis, iisted before beneficiarii
and quaestionarii; 18276 Lasmbaesis, listed before
beneficiarii; XIII 1732 Lugdunum promoted to
commentariensis; AE 1917-18 n 57 Lambaesis, listed before
bbff cos, ex frumentariis, quaestionarii, bbff sexmestris
and a haruspex; one of the speculatores (C. Caecilius
Felix) appears as a bf cocs on VIII 2586; AE 1962 Mainz
(Germ. Sup.) promected to optic spei (?); AE 1967 n. 575
and 577, Lambaesis, listed before bbff cos. Note also the
extraordinary career of M. Oclatinius Adventus recorded
for us in Dio LXXIX, 14, 1 whn was sneculataor, then
centurio frumentarius and princeps peregrinorum before
gcing on toc be Procurator of Britain, Praetorian Prefe
(vielding the Imperial throne to his co-Prefect, —
Macrinus), consul ordinarius and Praefectus Urbi, cf. A.
von Domaszewski, op. cit.(note 22), 104-5; H.-G. Pflaum,
Les Carriéres Procuratoriennes Eguestres (1960) no. 247 +
add; B. Dobson, Die Primipilares (1978) no 172 A.R.
Birley, The Fasti of Roman Britain (1981), 298-9.
“®Length of Service of speculatores: IITI 2015 Salona
(Dalmatia), speculator promoted to commentariensis

consularis, served 13 years; XIII 6884 Mainz (Germ. Sup.),
served 18 years, lived 35 years; AE 1914 n. 75 Salona,

served 22 years; AE 1960 n. 348 Tomi (Moes. Inf.)exex)\aTop TTovtivd
died aged 26 years; E. Espérandieu, Inscripticns latines o
de Gaule (Narbonnaise) (1929) no 25 Ampus nr. Fréjus

(Narb.) lived 28 years; VIII 4381 Seriana (Numidia), lived

31 years, 10 months., 3 days. Some men retired in this

~+
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rank: III 1914 = 8506 Novae (Dalm.); 2915 Iader (Dalm.);
7688 Potaissa (Dacia), discharge list; IX 7 Callipolis
(Regio II, Italy); AE 1955 n. 238 = 1969/70 n. 633 col.
IV, Nicopolis (Egypt), discharge list; AE 1968 n. 646,
Lambaesis (Numidia).

“®Numbers of speculatores: II 4122 Tarraco, 2
cornicularii, 2 commentarienses, 10 speculatores;
Tarraconensis had 1 legion at Leén; III 3524 Aquincum, AD
228, 20 speculatores; Pannonia Inferior had 2 legions at
this time; 4452 Carnuntum, AD 212, 3 cornicularii, 3
commentarienses, 30 speculatores; Pannonia Superior had 3
legions at this time. XI 395 Ariminum (Regio VIII, Italy)
AD 66, is often quoted in this context, an honorary
inscription erected by speculator. X HC, supposedly men of
the officium of Hispania Citerior (cf. A. von Domaszewski,
op. cit. {(note 22), 32; M. Clauss, op. cit.(note 21), 59-
60), but these are rather speculatores of the Praetorian
Cohorts, who set up the inscription h(onoris) cf{ausa); see
Ch. IV note 95. The four speculatores on each of the
Lambaesis officiales inscriptions, VIII 2586 and AE
1917/18 n. 57, presumably had 6 colleagues at Carthage;
see p. 34-5 with note 6. IT 4143 Tarraco, records 8
speculatores and VII 24 London (Britannia), at least 4,
but both inscriptions are tombstones of speculatcores
erected by their colleagues and so need not represent the
full complements of their respective officia; see M. ’
Clauss, op. cit.(note 21), 69-70.

B©9AE 1914 n. 75 Salona (Dalmatia); see A. Abramic,
“Speculatores i beneficiarii na nekim solinskim
spomenicima', Starinar, 3-a Serija, Knjiga 1 (1922), 57-64
and Tab. I, II.

52711 1650 add. Viminiacium (Moes. Sup.); see M.
Rostovzeff, "Ein Speculator auf der Reise, ein
Geschaeftsmann bei der Abrechnung', Mitt.Deutsch. Arch.
Inst. Rbm. Abt. xxvi (1911), 267-8. Cf. the similar
depiction of a frumentarius from Sirmium (Pann. Inf.), III
3241.

®2Speculatores as messengers: Tac. Hist. II, 73: Vix
credibile memoratu est quantum superbiae socordiaeque
Vitellic adoleverit postguam sneculatores e Syria
Judaeaque adactum in verba eius Orientem nuntiavere. M.
Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 73-4 sees these as
Praetorians. but there is no reason why Praetorian
speculatores should have been in those provinces and
Vitellius' reaction to the news suggests that he did not
send them out teo administer the oath Cf Livy XXXI, K6 24
speculator-hemerodromos vocant Graeci. =
53See. P.K. Baillie Reynolds, "The Troops quartered in the
Castra Peregrinorum", JRS xiii (1923), 168-89.
c4Speculatores at the Castra Peregrina: VI 3358 = JILS
2372 Rome, a speculatcor from Britain commemorated by a
frumentarius from a British legion {(the legion of the
frumentarius is attested on VI 3357 and 3359); VI
36775=11.S 484 Rome, dedication Genio sancto Castrorfuml
Peregrinorum...quod speculator leg. III Parth(icae)
Severianae vovit, hastatus lepg. X Fretensis princeps
peregrinorum reddedit (sic). Cf. VI 3562 Rome, the grave
of a speculator of legio II Adiutrix. Note also S.
Panciera, "I]1 materiale epigrafico dallo scavo di S.
Stefano Rotondo' in U. Bianchi (ed.), Mysteria Mithrae
(1979), 95. The name of the numerus (VI 3341) may imply
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that speculatores were not normally kept on in Rome whilst

the frumentarii were. On the organization of the Castra
see pp. 49-50.

58Speculatores as executioners: Act. Proc. Cypr., 5,
Cyprian is executed by a speculator. In view of the

general accuracy of this Martyr Act (see H. Musurillo, op.
cit. (note 28), Xxxx-Xxxxi; M. Clauss, op. cit.(note 21),
160 note 123) we can accept this usage as technically
correct. The term is frequently used less techhically:
Mark 6, 27; Act. Alex. XI A ii, 12,

seThough see Ch. II note 56.

57Use of the sword: Sen. De Ben. III,25, referring to the
late Republican period cf. Sen. De Ira I, 18, 4 (cf. I,
16, 15); Firm. Math. VIII, 26, 6 (cf. IV, 11, 4).

®Djig. XLVIII, 20, 6 (Ulpian on a rescript of Hadrian) ita
neque speculatores ultro sibi vindicent neque optiones ea

desiderent, quibus spoliatur. Cf. note 40.

5®SHA Nig. 10: addito eo ut...pane ac frigida vescerentur
(sc. milites) adpositis speculatoribus qui id curarent.
€©Stationes of speculatores : ITITI 138 + p. 970 + 14385b =

Inscr. grec. et lat. de la Syrie IV (1967) nos 2711, 2712,
Baalbek (Syria Phoenix); III 3021, Metulum (Dalmatia);
3615 Transaquincum (Pann. Inf.); 8173 Ulpiana (Moes.
Sup.); 13719 Altimir (Moes. Inf.); 14165** Mariamme
(Syria); AE 1959 n. 330 Ciorociul-Nou (Dacia); AIJ 273
Poetovio (Pann. Sup.); Spomenik 1xxi no 513 Ulpiana (Moes.
Sup.). BBf cos are recorded in all these places except
Baalbek, Altimir and Mariamme.

®*Tert. De Fug. 13; cf. G. Lopuszanski, op. cit. (note
28), 6-13. '

€2Acta Fructuosi, 1; cf. G. Lopuszanski, op. cit. (note
28), 13. See p. 139. On the reliability of this set of
Acts see H. Musurillo, op. cit. (note 32), xxxii.

©€3SHA Hadr. 2.

84Beneficiarius domicurius: VIII 2797 Lambaesis
(Numidia), dedication to the governor by bf domicurius; AE
1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis, dedication to the governor's wife
and the governor by bf domicur(ius); AE 1917/18 n. 76,
dedication to the governor by bf domicurator.

88Beneficiarii fortifying a city: IGR II1 1286 Dera'a
(Arabia), AD 261i-2; Syria xxix (1952), 307ff 1 and 2;

Dera'a, AD 259-60; for the stratores see p. 61 with note
143. See H.-G. Pflaum, "La Fortification de la ville
d'Adraha d'Arabie'. Svria xxix (1952). 307-30. For
similar activity under the direction of frumentarii see p.
33 with note 96,

eeBbff cos as adiutores principis: IITI 12679 Doclea ——
(Dalmatia), mil. coh. Vol{untariorum) adiut. princ. bf.
cos; AE 1916 n. 29 Djemila (Numidia), bf Subatiani Proculi
leg. Auggg. pr. cos desig. adiutor principis praetori; see
Ch. II note 39.

87The title is unexpected in that immunes appears
otherwise as a general term for a group of ranks junior to
the princinales to which the beneficiarii belonged: cf.
Dig. L, 7 (6) (Tarruntenus Paternus). On these men in the
German provinces (and one buried in Lugdunum) see pp. 145,
153, 157, 161, 166, 167 ; the only possible immunes
consularis found outside this area are III 3446 Aquincum
(Pann. Inf.); 8Sas8el 1057 Osijek (Pann. Inf.); III 91, 92
Bostra (Arabia) (?).

€8m., clauss, op. ci1t. (note 21), 82-111.
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®®Number of frumentarii: VI 33512 Rome, 3 frumentarii cf
leg. XXII Primigenia; 3362 Rome, 3 of leg. XXX Ulpia; 3349
Rome, 2 of leg. VII Gemina; 3361 Rome, 2 of leg. XXX
Ulpia; AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis (Numidia), 5 ex

frumentariis of leg. IIl Augusta. The figure of a total
of 50 frumentarii given by Lydus, De Mens. I, 26 (30) is
as unreliable as most of that author's information. M.

Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 83 suggests at least 90-100
frumentarii present in the Castra at any one time,
reckoning about 3 in Rome from each legion, but the 1905-9
excavations seem to show perhaps five sets of barracks,
implying 5 centuries, i.e. 400 men, or 12-13 men from each
legion (leaving speculatores out of account) in Rome and
perhaps 20 total; see A.M. Colini, Storia e topografia del
Celio nell'Antichitda. Att. Pont. ser. III, Mem. 7 (1944),
240-45 with fig. 202 c¢cf. T. Ashby and P.K. Baillie
Reynolds, “The Castra Peregrinorum', JRS xiii (1923}, 152-
61; P.K. Baillie Reynolds, "The Troops Quartered in the
Castra Peregrinorum', JRS xiii (1923), 168-87 esp. 177.
7°Rank and promotion of frumentarii: II 4154 = ILS 2369
Tarraco, probato in leg. VI Ferrat(a) tra[nsl]lato
frum(entario) in leg. VII G(eminam) P.F. facto [bf?] cos;
ITII 2063 Salona {Dalmatia), tombstone of frumentarius leg
III Quirenarice (sic) qui cucurrit frum. ann XL et
(centurio) frum. factus modo; III 3020=10057 Metulum
(Dalmatia), ex fru(mentario) bf co(s); VI 36853 Rome, gquod
mil. fr. leg. XV Apol. vovit (centurio) fecit; VIII 17627
Vazaivi (Numidia), ex] frumen[talrio bf cos; XI 1322 Luna
(Italy), fr. leg II Ital P. F. optio consacravit item
dedicavit, evidently a dedication in gratitude for a
promotion; XIII 1771 Lugdunum, Aur. Secundinius Donatus
frumentar. g(? = qui) et comment(ariensis); 8282 Cologne
(Germ. Inf.), mil. leg. VII Ge[m P.F. in] Hispania [in
ead(em) leg.] fact(o) fru[m. prom(oto) cor(niculario) (?)]
trib{uni) leg. I [Min(erviae) P.F.], but M. Clauss, op.
cit. (note 21), 109 with note 182 reads prom(oto) bf]
trib(uni); AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis (Numidia), 5 ex
frumentariis listed after speculatores, bbff cos, and
candidati (presumably for the rank of bf cos), and before
quaestionarii, bbff sexmestris and a haruspex; the ex
frumentariis are perhaps, 1like the candidati, waiting for
promotion to beneficiarius; Spomenik 1xxi no 209 Kosovska
Mitrovica (Moes. Sup.), bf cos ex fru. Note &lso that C.
Mellonius Severus, a frumentarius of leg. XXII on VI 3351.
Rome appears as centurion of the same legion in XIII 6682,
Mainz {(Germ. Sup.) and that M. Valerjus Secundus who
appears on AE 1905 n. 25 = ILS 9279 Emerita (Lusitania)—as
a frumentarius of leg. VII Gemina is a centurion of the
same legion on AE 1930 n. 151 = 1938 n. 20, Tarraceo.
Promotions from optio peregrinorum and centurio
frumentarius are left out of account here as relating to
the workings of the Castra Peregrina rather than the
officium consularis.

71Ages and years from enlistment of frumentarii at death:
19 years, III 1474; 23 years, III 4830; 23 years, VI 3353
(served 6 years); 24 years 4 months 18 days, II 6088
(served 10 years); 28 years, VI 3342 (served 8 years); 28
years 5 months 11 days, VI 3336 (served 10 years 4
months); 31 years, VI 3339 (served 12 years); 33 years,
IIT 3241; 33 years, III 4462 (served 15 years); 35 years,
111 bUB4; 385 years, 111 8201 (served 17 years); 35 years b
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days, VI 3365 (served 17 years); 43 years 5 months 20
days, AE 1968 n. 29; 47 years, VI 3344 (served 25 years).
Note also III 3466, 9 years service; II 4154, 40 years
service; III 2063, 40 years service. Only two men are
known to have retired in the rank of frumentarius (VI
3341; IGR III 1300) which implies that these officers
could usually expect another promotion.

72See note 11.

73Cf. P. Gen. Lat. 1 recto part II, 32 (= R.0. Fink, Roman
Military Records on Papyrus (1971) no. 10, 32)Alexandria
(Egypt), AD 88 referring to AD 83: exit cum frumentaris,
clearly referring to a legionary grain convoy.

74M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 10-13 makes the
connection with merchants but, in view of the dearth of
our knowledge about when the frumentarii in this context
ceased to be the supply officers which their name implies
and of the beginnings of their espionage activities, this
can only be speculation.

75Augustus and the vehiculatio (cursus publicus): Suet.
Aug. 49 Et quo celerius ac sub manum adnuntiari

cognoscique posset, quid in provincia quaque gereretur,
iuvenes primo modicis intervallis per militaris vias,

dehinc vehicula disposiut. Commodius id visum est, ut qui
a loco idem perferunt litteras, interrogari quoque, si
quid res exigent, possent. Note, however, that Tacitus,

Hist. II,73 says that it was speculatores who brought
despatches to Rome from the Eastern provinces in AD 69;
frumentarii may not have been employed as couriers until
later.

“®Frumentarii as &ouriers:yg&y¢~am:¢épo\, Dio LXXIX, 14,
1; LXXIX, 34, 7; dyYyerntd g opoy , LXXIX, 15, 1; LXXIX, 39, 3;
IIT 2063 with 8581 = ILS 2370, Salona, cucurrit frum. ann
XL; SHA Max. et Balb. 10, 3 cf. Herod. VII, 7, 5; III
14191 Appia (Asia) (Iulius Plhi[lippus P.F. Aug.]...M.
Au[r. Eglecto] pe[r] Didymum milift]e[m flrum.; P.Mich.
472 Karanis (Egypt), Cl. Tiberian[ul]ls Longino Prisco
dominf[o]...quam [tibi] daf[tu]rus est epis[tulalm qui est
[Se]lm[prolnius Clemen[s] frument[ar]Jius (P. Mich. 469,
Karanis, reveals that Cl. Tiberianus was a sbeculator).
77TSee note 4.

“8Witnin the province: P. Mich. 472. Between the
provinces: Dio XLIX, 18, 5; LXXIX, 34, 7. Between the
provinces and Rome: Dio LXII, 11, 4: LXXIX, 39, 3: SHA
Max. 19. 3: III 14191 Appia (Asia). Frumentarii and the
vehiculatio (cursus publicus); implied by Jerome, In Abd.
i, Engs enim guos nunc agentes in rebus vel veredarios
appellant, veteres frumentarios nominabant, since the ——
veredarii were imperial couriers who used the cursus in
the Late Empire, as did the agentes in rebus; see E.J.
Holmberg, Zur Geschichte des Cursus Publicus (1933), 104;
H.-G. Pflaum, Essai sur le cursus publicus sous le Haut-
Empire romain (1940), 331-3; A.H.M. Jones, The Later Roman
Empire 284-602 (1973), 830-834 with note 14. Macrinus
appears to be using the vehiculatio when he attempts to
escape from Cilicia to Rome posing as a frumentarius (Dio
LXXIX, 39, 3). Further, Aurelius Victor, De Caes. XIII,
5, implies that the emperors relied on the cursus
publicus to obtain information from around the empire.
Lydus, De Mag. II, 10 implies that the princeps
peregrinorum was actually responsible for the cursus, but
as always his testimony on 1institutions of an earlier age
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is suspect. Note also the frumentarius shown riding on a
cart on a tombstone from Sirmium (Pann. Inf.) (III 3241;
cf. note 51 with text on a similar depiction of a
speculator from Viminacium (Moes. Sup.).

7®Staticnes near Rome: Portus: XIV 7 (Ostia); XIV 125,
(Portus), station(is) frumentariorum; XIV 4487 (Portusj;
L. Vidman, Sylloge inscriptionum religionis Isiacae et
Sarapiacae (1969) no 536a (Ostia); AE 1977 n. 171
(Portus); cf. XIV 149 (Portus); Rome, at the third
milestone of the Via Appia Antica, near the tomb of
Caecilia Metella: VI 230 = 36748 stationem; VI 3329,
stationem ad mil.]JIII Vie Appie frumentaris. The statio
at Portus was, perhaps, at least partly concerned with the
corn supply: AE 1977 n. 171, erected on behalf of the
Praefectus Annonae by a 7 fr; cf. VI 3340 (Rome).
®°Stationes in Italy: VI 32873 = X 6575 Velitrae (?),
frumentarius of leg. XXII Primigenia commemorated by
another of leg. VIII Aug; X 6095 Formjae. grave of
frumentarius of leg. XXX Ulpia; X 1771 Puteoli near
Misenum, grave set up by frumentarius of leg. VII Gemina;
V 6869 = ILS 4850d Gt. St. Bernard, bronze tablet
dedicated by a frumentarius of leg. ITII Italica; V 3362
Verona, grave of frumentarius of leg. VI Victrix; V 491
Aquileia, grave of frumentarius of leg. VII Gemina; III
3835 Emona, dedication by a frumentarius of leg. XV
Apollinaris.

8*Castra Peregrina: T. Ashby and P.K. Baillie Reynolds,
"The Castra Peregrinorum', JRS XIII (1923), 152-167; A.M.
Colini, Storia e topografia del Celio nell'antichita.

Att. Pont. ser. III, Mem. 7(1944), 240-45. The Castra
seems to have housed all troops from the provinces
despatched to Rome for whatever purpose. Also attested at
the Castra are centuriones deputati and supernumerarii,
presumably centurions seconded to Rome for special duties
(VI 1110; 36776 = ILS 9080) and provincial singulares
evidently being used as couriers (VI 3339, cf. 3614; see
below note 154). The date of the founding of the Castra
is disputed, excavations showing first century buildings
of unmilitary character (which could nevertheless be where
the troops were billeted) replaced by a more military but
nevertheless unorthodox structure in the second. The
peregrini were certainly organized by the time of Trajan
(AE 1923 n. 28 Henchir-Ksour-Dzemda (Africa
Proconsularis), 98-102 a princeps peregrinorum decorated
by Trajan), but many schelars would put it back to at
ieacst the time of Nero and prebably to Augustus: T. Ashby
and P.K. Baillie Reynolds, op. cit., 159, 162 note 2; A.M.
Colini op .cit., 243; G. Lopuszanski, op. cit. (note 28),
31ff; W.G. Sinnigen, “The Crigins of the Frumentarii',
Mem. Amer. Acad. Rom. xxvii (1962), 213-224,

82Numerus frumentariorum: VI 3341 vet. ex num. frum. leg.
IIII F1l. Officers of the Castra Peregrinorum: optio
peregrinorum: VI 3324; 3328; VIII 1322 = 14854; XI 1322;
exercitator militum frumentariorum VIII 1322 = 14854;

centurio frumentarius: II 484; 4150; III 1180 = 7795; 1980
2063; 4787; 4861; 7041; VI 423; 428; 1063; 1636:; 3326;
3331; 3351; 30947; 31036; 32870a; 36776(?); 36853; VIII
2825; X 6657; XI 1322, 5215, 5216; AE 1907 n. 35; 1910 n.
77; 1936 n. 61(?); 1977 n. 171; subprinceps peregrinorum:
ITI 1180 = 7795; VI 354; 1110(?); 3329; XI 5215: 5216;
princeps peregrinorum: 11 484; V1 354; 428 (agens vicej:
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1110(?); 3325 3326 (v(icem) a(gens)); 3327; 30423(?);
36775; AE 1923 n. 28. The Castra Peregrina was, however,
of unorthodox plan (see note 80) and had within it a
Mithraeum: F. Coarelli in U. Bianchi (ed.), Mysteria
Mithrae (1979), 70 no 2 cf. S. Panciera, ibid., 87-112
(but Mithraea were apparently not unusual in the Urban
camps: F. Coarelli, ibid., 71 no 10; 73 no 21).
S83Frumentarii who died in Rome were always buried by their
provincial colleagues: VI 3342 = 4881, frumentarius of I
Adiutrix commemorated by another of X Gemina (Pann. Sup.);
3334, frumentarius of I Minervia commemorated by another
of XXX Ulpia Victrix (Germ. Inf.); 3349, frumentarius of
VII Gemina commemorated by another of the same legion
(Tarraconensis); 3351, frumentarius of VIII Augusta
commemorated by three of XXII Primigenia (Germ. Sup.);
3357, frumentarius of XX Valeria Victrix commemorated by
another from the same legion (Germ. Inf.); 3362
frumentarius of XXX Ulpia Victrix commemorated by two of
the same legion (Germ. Inf.); 32873 = X 6575, frumentarius
of XXII Primigenia commemorated by another of VIII Augusta
{Germ. Sup.); cf. III 433 = ILS 2368, Ephesus,
frumentarius of X Gemina commemorated by another of I
Adiutrix ( Pann. Sup.). PFrumentarii from different
provinces did however associate within the Castra: VI 230
= 36748, a dedication to the genius of the Camp and of the
whole army by a frumentarius of VIII Augusta (Germ. Sup.) and
oneof XIII Gemina (Dacia). See M. Clauss, op. cit.(note
21), 83-4 with notes.

®4M. Clauss, op. cit. (note 21), 85; 91, following S.J. de
Laet, “Pouvoirs Militaires des Préfets du Pretoire', Rev.
Belg. Phil. xxv (1946/7), 533-36, argues that the princeps
peregrinorum should have been responsible to the
Praetorian Prefects who were charged with the protectiocn
of the emperor and therefore needed the frumentarii as
spies, citing also the latter's despatch along with
Praetorians to Asia to act as a police force (see note 89)
and the Prefect's use of frumentarii in the reign of
Commodus to assassinate the Chamberlain Saoterus (SHA
Comm. 4, 5). It is equally possible, however, that the
princeps reported directly to the Emperor, cf, ILS 94723, 2
frumentarius sent by Hadrian to direct work at Delphi.
85SHA Hadr. 11.

®8Frumentarii as spies: SHA Macr. 12, Macrinus learns of
the seduction of a maidservant by some soldiers per
guendam frumentarium; SHA Claud. 17.1, puntiatum (sc.
Gallieno) ner frumentarics Clauvdium irasci; note aiscso Dip
LXXVIII, 17, 1. Frumentarii as assassins: SHA Comm. 4
5, the assassination of Saoterus ; SHA Tul. 5, 8; SHA

Nig. 2, 6; Th. Mommsen, Gesammelte Schriften. Juristische
Schriften III (1907), 104 (from a paper of 1850) was the
first to suggest the identity of the Aquilius centurio
notus caedibus senatoriis named in these two passages with
the M. Aquilius Felix, centurio frumentarius (inter alia)
of X 6657 = TI.S 1387; Also Herodian TITT, §, 4-5,
frumentarii sent by Severus to assa381nate Clodius

Albinus. The unsavoury reputation of the frumentarii in

the early third century is illustrated by Dio LXXIX, 15,
7’ Y
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®7Dio LXXIX, 39, 2-3 (Macrinus, escaping from Syria in
plain clothes, poses as a frumentarius in Cilicia in order
to use the vehiculatio).

®®Frumentarii serving in provinciae inermes: Lusitania:
AE 1905 n. 25 = ILS 9279, Emerita, frumentarius of VII
Gemina from Tarraconensis; Lugdunensis: XIII 771,
Lugdunum; AE 1927 n. 84 = ILS 9476 = IGR III 80 Heraclea
Pontica (Bithynia) but referrlng to a_ <bpoU}AEVTilp\S
Ru\;ouo-(os (sic) X doas AquSoUVo‘\) of I Minervia from
Germania Inferior which in the third century sent
detachments to Lugdunum (see p. 143). Noricum (inermis
until ¢.171): III 4787 Virunum, 7 frum of I Adiutrix
(Pann. Sup.?) (?; on 4861 the same man is 7 frum. of II
Italica); III 5579 Kornberg (Noricum) but perhaps from
Pfaffenhofen, VII Gemina (Tarraconensis); Dalmatia: ITI
1980. Salona, 7 frum of II Traiana (Egypt); 2063, Salona,
III Cyrenaica {(Arabia); 2823, Burnum, I Adiutrix (Pann.
Sup.?); Achaea: IIT 63108, Athens, X Fretensis
(Palaestina); ILS 9473, Delphi, I Italica (Moes. Inf.);
Asia: IIT 433, Ephesus, X Gemina and I Adiutrix (Pann.
Sup.?); 6084 = ILS 8244, Ephesus, VIII Aug. (Germ. Sup.);
7041 Augustopolis, 7 frum of XIII Gemina (Dacia); AE 1933
n. 256 Sardis, X Gemina (Pann. Sup.). Chr. Habicht, Die
Inschriften des Asklepions (1969) no 106 Pergamon, VI
Ferrata (Palaestina). Note in the armed provinces of
Dacia: III 1474 Samizegethusa, VI Victrix (Britain);
Inscr. Dac. Rom. II 35, Drobeta, IIII Flavia (Moes. Sup.);
and of Numidia: VIII 2867 Lambaesis, V Macedonica
(Dacia); but all of these are tombstones.

89Complaints about frumentarll in Asia: AE 1964 n. 231,
Kavacik, 247/8, mentioning _ot \«&\o&meO\ <$90UM(\VY(Gpr

.. . o TP BAVATQ o\ & Vou ; IGR IV 1368, Saettis,
3rd cent. magda T8V srdATwwvAR Dy (?) kAl TEY  Wadoumevoy
dooumlev TAp v kAL KARATIEIN LV ; J. Keil and A. von

Premerstein, Bericht Qiber eine dritte Reise in Lydien und
den angrenzenden Gebieter Ioniens, ausgefiihrt 1911 (1914),
ne 11 Ekiskiju 3rd cent. [ sta-T uvdlpl{ov [wWa
booumevtdplwlv  ; ibid., no 28 Mendechora, 3rd cent. el4e¢
bpoumev Taplots  Tpormlemnvodito, e2te Spows Tabesw

Fer individual frumentarii in Asia see note 88 and III
7042 Augustopolis; 14131, Appia; AE 1907 n. 35 = ILS 9474
Aphrodisias e\«a\—rovTQQXov ¢vowue\l’r&p\ov O\\{\/uS KO
owgomus o(\mxc-rpoxg_\cwra PR AcasTove. Praetorians in Asia:
III 7136 = ILS 9052 miles cohortis VIT Praetoriae.
stationarius B Ephesi; AE 1964 n.231 Kavacik, 247/8 (see
above); G. Petzld), Di Inschriften von Smyrna (1982) no 282
Smyrna mil. cho. VII Pr. ... stat. Zmyr. See M. ClausT,
op. cit. (note 21), 103-7 and S. Mitchell, "Requisitioned
transport in the Roman Empire', JRS lxvi (1976), 106-131
esp. 114-5.

®©AE 1964 n. 231 Kavacik (Asia), 247/8.

®*Eusebius, HE VI, 11, 22; 40, 4; Cyprian Ep. 81, 1. See

G. Lopuszanski, op. cit. (note 28), 22-3 and 23 note 3.
®2II] 433 Ephesus (Asia), acens curam carceris; AE 19323 n.
256 Sardis (Asia), frumenta[rius]... algens cufram]
custod[iaJrum (see M.P. Speidel in S. Mitchell (ed.),

Armies and Frontiers in Roman and Bvzantine Anatolia
(1983), 22).

®®Thrace: SIG® 888 = IG Bulg. IV 2236 Scaptopara, 238-44;
Egypt: P. Oxy. 240 Oxyrhynchus, AD 37, an oath by a
village scribe denying that there has been any extortion;
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M. Hombert and C. Preaux, Chronique d'Egypte 16 (1941),
256-59 unknown provenance, 2nd/3rd cent. mentioning a
taX,_G(ﬂEQ SLQGGLQAGh ; Achaea: see F. Millar, “The World
of the Golden Ass', JRS 1lxxi (1981), 63-75 esp. 67-8.
®4VIII 17639 Vazaivi (Numidia), 224-6, text of a rescript
referring to officialium exaf[ctionibus.

®5Frumentarii in stationes outside Italy: IIl 1474
Sarmizegethusa (Dacia) (grave); 2823 Burnum (Dalmatia);
3020 = 10057 Metulum (Dalmatia); 3241 Sirmium (Pann. Inf.)
(grave); 5579, 5592 Bedaium (Noricum) (graves); 6125 =
7420 Lom {(Moes. Inf.), 7 frumentarius; 8201 Scupi (Moes.
Sup.) (grave); 12371, Montana (Moes. Inf.), 7 frument-
arius; 12402 Karaga¥ (Mces. Inf.) (grave?); AE 1892 n. 105
Slatina (Moes. Inf.) (grave?); 1936 n. 61 Djebel Dokhan
(Egypt); 1980 n. 828 = Inscr. Scvth. Min. V no 239 Horia
(Moes. Inf.), 7 frumentarius; D.S. Crawford, Fuad I Univ.
Pap. (1949) no XIV, Memphis (Egypt). Beneficiarii
consularis are attested at all these places except Scupi,
Karaga¥, Slatina, Djebel Dokhan, Horia and Memphis. For
the stationes in Asia see notes 88, 89.

°®®Frumentarii in charge of building: III 1980 = ILS 2287
Salona (Dalmatia), 170, vexillationes leg. II Piae et III
concordiae ped. CC sub cura P. Aeli Amyntiani 7
frumentari(i ) leg. II Trajan cf. J.J. Wilkes, Dalmatia
(1969) 1i16-7 with p. 117 note 1; ILS 9473 Delphi (Achaea)
120k9900Lk@VT0?\w >@ynmvn5 (sic) 'ﬂpanqs TTO&\HqS Gqu1tu1q

—~ \
Enl 10V E€pyoy _ BviL Qv KA TACHEY AS o €V Sms &y

Kuetou KO(kGO(POS Tealiavdou  “AS o aVou Ee(bO\GTOUCf AE 1975 n. 60
Rome, the tombstone of the same man designated frumentario
Aug(usti). In charge of quarrying: XI 1322 Luna (Italy)
sub cura Fl1. Muciani 7 fr.M. Firmidius Spectatus fr. leg.
IT Ital PF optio... cf. III 4787 Tiffen (Noricum) and 4861
Feldkirchen (Noricum), the same 7 frumentarius perhaps in
charge of mining nearby, and AE 1936 n. 61 Djebel Dokhan
(Egypt), @ SwaTdvTapYos DpoumevTAPLOS perhaps in charge of
the local porphyry quarries; see M. Clauss, op. cit.(note
21), 94-5.

®7Aur. Vict. De Caes. 39, 44 ... remoto pestilenti
frumentariorum genere, quorum nunc agentes rerum simillimi
sunt, Qui cum ad explorandum annuntiandumqgue. ecaui faorte
in provinciis motus exsisterent, instituti vicderentur,
compositis nefarie criminationibus, iniecto passim metu,
praecipue remotissimo cuique, cuncta foede diripiebant.
®8Ranking and numbers of quaestionarii: VIIT 2586
Lambaesis (Numidia), 5 quaestionarii listed after
cornicularii, commentarienses, speculatores and bpff cos,
and before bbff sexmestris and a haruspex; AE 1917/18 n--
57 Lambaesis, 4 quaestionarii listed after speculatores,
bbff cos, candidati and ex frumentariis, and before bbbf
sexmestris and a haruspex.

®®Quaestionarii as interrogators and torturers: Cod.
Theod. XVI, 12, 3 (Sirm. 3), referring to bishops
harassing orthodox clergy and handing them over to
guaestionarrii; Jerome, In Ioel II1.21/7 istius modi. ut
ita dicam, quaestionariis atque tortoribus tradidit;
Schol. in Juv VI 480 "sunt quae tortoribus annua
praestent"”, id est salaria quaestionariis sive
carnificibus. Cf. Cyprian Ep. 66, 7 tot confessores
quaestionati et torti.
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*%%Quaestionarii in stationes(?): III 12401 Karagatl
(Moes. Inf.) (grave?); 13604, Aere (Syria); 15133
Simanovci (Pann. Inf.); AE 1966 n. 346 Novae (Moes. Inf.).
*92This is noted by G.R. Watson, “Immunis Librarius' in
M.G. Jarrett and B.Dobson (edd.), Britain and Rome (1966),
52-3; the only exception cited by Watson, VII 1038=RIB
1271 High Rochester (Britannia Inferior), in fact refers
to a lib(ertus) c(um) s(uis). Watson argues from this,
from the fact that immunes consularis are only known from
the German provinces (with one possible exception from
Aquincum), and from the existence of inscriptions
referring to immunes librarii, that these were local
titles for officers performing the same function; however,
a second exception in the case of the immunes may now be
known from Pannonia Inferior (see note 66), and whereas
the librarii consularis are mostly recorded in provincial
capitals, the immunes are almost all outposted like
beneficiarii consularis, which argues, with their title,
for a similarity to the latter.

*e2Librarius legionis as duplarius: VIII 2564 Lambaesis
(Numidia). On the ranking of the librarii legionis cf.
VIII 217 Cillium (Africa Proconsularis), a librarius
promoted to tesserarius; XIV 2255 = ILS 2398 Albano
(Italy), dedication by a cornicularius legionis and an
actuarius cum imm(unibus) libr(ariis) et exactis; AE 1898
n. 108 Lambaesis, rebuilding of the tabularium legionis by
a cornicularius, an actarius and item libr(arii) et exacti
leg(ionis).

*o3Ages of librarii consularis at death: 19 years, III
5435; 20 years, III 5631; 21 years?, AE 1967 n. 386; 23
vears 8 months 6 days, V 375; 30 years, III 5814; 32
yvears?, AE 1965 n. 35; 35 years, Inscr. Moes. Sup. VI,
2217.

r10422 librarii legionis: VIII 2560, Lambaesis; 28 veteran
librarii legionis: VIII 2626, Lambaesis; it is not clear
whether these men would have been on the staff of the
legate himself (cf. Ch. II note 56 on the officium of the
legate of III Augusta).

ro08yegetius, II, 7; Festus, De Verb. Sign. p.446(L) s.v.
scribas.

r1o0ep  Mich. 468, 18ff; see p. 39 with note 32.

107p, Mich. 465, 13ff esp. 16-17 _€y& oS TP(YKLAWAA LS
Siawve amnfev moltoy cf. G.R. Watson. op. cit. (note 101),
48-50. !

r1o8cf. Firm. Math. III, 5, 26 exceptores earum
sententiarum, guae de hominum capitibus nroferuntur. See
now H.C. Teitler, Notarii et Exceptores (1985) esp. 44-9-
109yIII 10723 = 17634 Vazaivi (Numidia), ...]lianus bf
[cos et] exceptores [ex]pleta statione....

110yl 2977 Rome.

**2AE 1964 n. 193 = 1965 n. 30 cf. I. Berciu and A. Popa,
“Exceptores Consularis in Dacia', Latomus 23 (1964), 302-
10.

112G8pe H.C. Teitler op. cit (note 108), 44-9 who
concludes that the terms exceptor and notarius were
synonymous and that both of them included civilian as well
as military secretaries.

118yJII 2755 Lambaesis (Numidia), c.AD 193; on the date of
Iuvenalis's prefecture see PIR® III F300. On the
establishment of the province between 198/9 and 208 see
H.-G. Ptlaum, A propos de la date de la creéation de la
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province de Numidie', Libyca 5 (1957), 61-75; M.P.
Speidel, “The Singulares of Africa and the Establishment
of Numidia as a Province', Historia 22 (1978), 125-7; but
see Ch. II note 56 on the officium of the legate of legio
III Augusta.

*2<4AE 1955 n.80 Lambaesis, AD 230/2; on the date cf. E.
Birley, JRS x1 (1950), 64 no 13. On actarii see Seeck, RE
I 301-2; A. von Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung des rdmischen
Heeres (1908; 1967), 38, 48. On actores see Habel, RE I
329-30. See also H.C. Teitler, op. cit. (note 108), 47,
243 note 30.

1385111 1938 = 8565 Salona, time of Diocletian; on the date
cf. J.J. Wilkes, Dalmatia (1969), 422 with note 4.
*1€Fiebiger, RE VI, 1547,

**7Rank of exacti: cf. XIV 2255 = ILS 2396 Albano (Italy)
(see note 102); ages at death: 22 years, VIII 4240; 24
vears, III 5812; AE 1940 n.177; 27 years, VIII 2596; 35
years, VIII 2977; veteran, VIII 2567, 1.54.

*38Adiutores of the officium: III 894 = ILS 3035; III
1471; 3510; 3543; 4030; VIII 1875; 9002; AE 1967 n.364;
Inscr.Bostra 9075; IGR I 1481 (= AE 1907 n.48). Adiutores
principis: IT 6111; III 12679; AE 1916 n.29; 1967 n.444 =
1965 n. 205; 1982 n. 758; Adiutores corniculariorum: I11
2052; VIII 10724 = 17635(?); AE 1904 n.10; IGR I 679: IGR
ITII 1008.

**%Ages at death: 21 years after 5 years service, IGR III
1008; 22 years after 7 years service, AE 1982 n.758; 25
vears, III 2052; 32 years after 13 years service, 1113543
129711 4030 Poetovio (Pann. Sup.) mil. dupl. leg. X Gem.
Antoniniane adiut. praeter(ii) (sic).

*2ipromotion to actarius cohortis: AE 1904 n.10 Gardun-
Vojnié (Dalmatia) ... actarius coh. VIII Vol. ex adiutore
corniculariorum cos. Note also a possible promotion to bf
cos (VIII 10724 = 17635; see Ch. II note 39).

*22Bhff cos as adiutores principis: III 12679 Doclea
(Dalmatia): mil. coh. Vol. adiu[{t]. princ. bf cos; AE
1916 n. 29 Djemila (Numidia) ... bf Subatiani Proculi leg.
Auggg. Pr. Cos Desig. adiutor principis praetori. See Ch.
IT note 39.

t123A . H.M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 242-602, (1973).
593 cf. 1242 note 58.

124yII1 2586 Lambaesis (Numidia); AE 1917/18 n. 57
Lambaesis.

t28Beneficiarii sexmestris: III 101, Bostra (Arabia);
14507 Viminacium (Moes. Sup.): ViiiI 2586 Lambaesis
(Numidia); XIII 1850 Lugdunum; AE 1917/18 n. 57 Lambaesis
cf. AE 1971 n. 441 Corinth (Achaea); III 6233 = 7598 is of
uncertain provenance in Moesia Inferior. The appearance
of these men only at provincial capitals argues against
the suggestion of A. von Domaszewski (1908; 1967), 47-8
that the tribuni sexmestris were the commanders of the
legionary cavalry.

*261X 4885 and 4886 Trebula Mutuesca (Regio IV. Italyv)
trib. sem. leg. XXII Primig. praef.’semens. coh. I
Classic.

*27pliny, Ep. IV, 4, 2; Juv. VII 89.

12eXJII 3162, I Vieux (Lugdunensis), Is Sollemnis amicus
Tib. Claud. Paulini leg. Aug. pre pr. provinc. Lugd. et
cliens fuit, cui postea [l]eg. Aug. p. p. in Brit. ad
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legionem sext[am] adsedit, jqluique e[i] salarium militiae
in auro aliaque munera longe pluris missif[t].

128XIII 3162 II, Vieux, Semestris autem epistulam, ubi
propediem vacare cceperif[t], mittam, cuius militiae
salarium [i]d est (sestertium) xxv n(ummum) in auro
suscipfe].

139Since the post was evidently not a sinecure and
required attendance at the provincial capital it is not
perhaps to be identified with the tribunates instituted by
Claudius and recorded by Suetonius, Claud. 25: stipendia
instituit et imaginariae militae genus quod vocatur supra
numerum, quo absentes et titulo tenus fungerentur.

1®1VIII 2586 Lambaesis (Numidia).

1*25ee pp. 39-40 with note 35.

133A., von Domaszewski (1908; 1967), 31.

1845ee above note 35.

138%Age and experience of bbff sexmestris: 24 years
service in the army, III 6233 = 7598; died aged 47 vears
after 25 years in the army, III 101; veteran, III 14807.
Rank of bbff sexmestris: VIII 2586 and AE 1917/18 n. 57,
listed after the quaestionarii and before the haruspex.
i3€Interpreter of German at Aquincum: III 10505;
interpreter of Sarmatian at Aquincum: ITI 14349; cf. the
interpreter of Dacian at Brigetio: AE 1947 n. 35. Other
interpreters are recorded at Viminacium (III 14507) and
near Carnuntum (AE 1978 n. 635), the latter also acting as
a centurio negotiator .

*S7Haruspices at Lambaesis: VIII 2586; AE 1917/18 n. 57.
For haruspices as immunes cf. Tarruntenus Paternus in Dig.
L, 6, 7 (6) who lists victimarii amongst the immunes.
13850ldiers of the officium: ITII 14214 mil. off.
pre[sid.]; AE 1967 n. 44 = 1965 n. 205, mil. N
ep(istularius?); IG6 XII V(i) n. 697 Coflealrid3vClnals Lex]

TGv Tev T ovtdplov Tlely avbundtou . Officiales: Inscr.
Bostra 9083 SnovTikdv T upas ... 3QbLWI&NLS Tov L TpLvo

P. Oxy. 1648 ‘ano  dddwmiadiov  endpXov Alydntou ‘
139gtratores as grooms: SHA Carac. 7, 2, denigque cum
illum in equum strator eius levaret...; Amm. Marc. XXIX,

3, 5, Constantius strator paucos militares equos ex his
ausus mutare, ad guos prechandos missus est in
Sardiniam...; XXX, 5, 19 cum eum oblatus non susciperet
equus anteriores pedes praeter morem erigens in sublime,
innata feritate concitus. ut erat immanis. dexteram
stratoris militis iussit abscindi: Cod. Theod. VI, 31, 1,
Per omnes provincias edictum generale mis. imus ut ab

stratoribus unus tantum solidus nrobae nomine noscererur

Nl 2 RS

et in offerendis equis certam formam staturam aetatem -
provinciales nostri custodiendam esse cognoscerent.
t4ogtratores consularis in stationes: Dover (Britannia),
AE 1977 n. 497; Scarbantia (Pann. Sup.), III 10945(?);
Arrabona (Pann. Sup.), III 4385; Intercisa (Pann. Inf.),
AE 1975 n. 705 (?); Sirmium (Pann. Inf.), III 10221(?);
Naissus (Moes. Sup.), III 1674, 1675, 1676, 8244, 8249,
12672 = 14561: Vliadko Selo (Moes. Tnf.), TIT 13718: Beirut
(Syria), AE 1957 n. 118; Nela (Arabia), IGR III 1263.
Bbff cos are recorded at Scarbantia, Intercisa, Sirmium,
Naissus and Nela. See Ch. V notes 26, 28, 51.

1413ee R.W. Davies, "The Supply of Animals to the Roman
Army', Latomus 28 (1969), 429-59 esp. 451-2 citing Amm.
Marc. XXIX, 3, 5 (see note 139).
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1<42Act. Proc. Cypr. 2, 2-3; see G. Lopuszanski, op. cit
(note 28), 34-7 who suggests that the eques a custodibus
was actually a singularis and argues from other known
principes that these men should have the rank of
principalis (cf. M.P. Speidel, “Princeps as a title for ad
hoc Commanders', Britannia xii (1981), 13 note 30). Note
that the officers take Cyprian to Carthage in a wagon,
perhaps of the vehiculatio. On the accuracy of this
Martyr Act see H. Musurillo, op. cit. (note 28), xxxXx-XXxxi.
te4sgstratores consularis fortifying a city: AE 1922 n.
133, Dera'a (Arabia), AD 253-68; IGR III 1287 Dera'a
(Arabia), AD 253-6. See H.-G. Pflaum, “La Fortification
de la ville d'Adraha d'Arabie', Syria 29 (1952), 307-30.
For similar activity under the direction of frumentarii
see p. 53 with note 96.

14<XIII 8203 = ILS 2418 Cologne, AD 164 = 7 leg. XXX Ulp.
curam agens stratorum et peditum cos; AE 1935 n.100 Deutz,
second half of second century, 7 leg. I M(inervae) [P.1
F. clulram agens stratorum leg.I M et XXX U(lpiae)
V(ictricis) et peditum singularium Alli Fusci cos.
t48pDecurio strator: VIII 9002 Dellys (Mauretania
Caesariensis); 9370 = ILS 1357a Caesarea (Mauretania
Caesariensis); X 7580 = ILS 1358 Carales (Sardinia); AE
1958 n.156 = 1960 n.245 Caesarea (Mauretania
Caesariensis). Centurio strator: I1 4114 with 711 = ILS
1140 Tarraco; VIII 7050 Cirta (Numidia); XIII 8150 Hersel
(Germ. Inf.); XIII 6747 Mainz (Germ. Sup.); AE 1947 n.164
Bostra (Arabia); AE 1966 n.495 Caesarea (Syria
Palaestina); AE 1967 n.385 = 1977 n.653 Apulum (Dacia).
Optio stratorum: AE 1975 n.691 Forest of Kamaraerdd,
south of Aquincum (Pann. Inf.). In Egypt the stratores
may have been led by an equestrian archistrator: AE 1929
n. 125 Termessus (A51a) u?X\GTpaTogg €t OloMepiov
El38amoves enapXou ﬁLYUnTou but this is the only evidence
for such an officer and is perhaps a mlstake on the stone
for QQYLGTdTopm cf. AE 1958 n. 156; Oxy. 294; and B.
Dobson in A. von Domaszewski (1908, 1967), xi.

Tabularium: C. Aur Festinus 7 strat. C. Ifulii]

Egnatiani leg. tabularium pensilem a solo fecti. M.P.
Speidel, Guards of the Roman Armies (1978), 49 note 269

as

argues from the fact that tiie stratores formed a collegium
(G. Alfoldy, Die romischen Inschriften von Tarraco (1975)
no 43 = AE 1946 n. 4, Tarraco pro salut{e) collegio (sic)
strato(rum)) that they did not form a unit as such.
14eM.P. Speidel loc. cit. on Arrian Ektaxis 22 = FHG II B,
158, The ugse of these officers as bodyguards probably
explains why Ulpian Dig. I, 16, 4 forbids governors to
employ their own men as stratores and insists that
soldiers be appointed instead; the rule is a prohibition
against private armies.

147yVeteran stratores consularis: III, 5449; 14507.b290;
b21; b12; VIII 2565; 2567.32; 2568.15; 30; 37; 2569.18;

2597; AE 1930 n. 5; 1959 n. 316; 1979 n. 472.

ieegtratores as immunes: Dig. L, 6, 7 () (Tarruntenus
Paternus); as principales: see p. 61 with note 142.

149M P, Speidel, "Stablesiani. The Raising of New Cavalry
Units during the Crisis of the Roman Empire', Chiron 4
(1974), 541-6.

180M P, Speidel, Guards of the Roman Armies (1978), 5-6.

181gee note 11 and M.P. Speidel, op. cit., 5-6.
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182Recruitment of provincial singulares: M.P. Speidel op.
cit. (note 150), 6-11; Speidel is, I think, wrong to deny
that singulares consularis were ever recruited from the
legions and to attribute all the known singulares legionis
(probably drawn from the legionary cavlary) to legionary
legates (op. cit. (note 150), 20). Two of these men are
recorded in Rome (VI 3339, 3614), one of them
commemorating a frumentarius of the same legion, II
Augusta, who had died there, which implies his own
attachment to the Castra Peregrina; it is unlikely that a
legionary legate should have sent his own singulares to
Rome (presumably on official business if he was attached
to the Castra Peregrina), and thus have by-passed the
provincial governor. The employment of Ti. Claudius
Maximus as singularis legati legionis (AE 1969/70 n. 583)
can, I think, be explained by proposing that the legate of
legio VII Claudia was temporarily acting as governor of
Moesia (perhaps the upper army area) after the death of
Oppius Sabinus in Domitian's Dacian War (contra M.P.
Speidel, “The Captor of Decebalus', JRS 1x (1970), 144).
t®3Strength of the numerus singularium: M.P. Speidel op.
cit. (note 150), 11-15, 127-9. Composition of the numerus
singularium: ibid., 22-6. Commanders and officers:
ibid., 26-35.

i*84Functions of the singulares: ibid.. 42-53. Singulares
as messengers: ibid. 44 with note 248 citing P. Oxy.
1022, Oxyrhynchus, AD 103 which records that a letter, of
which the papyrus is a copy, was delivered from the
Prefect of Egypt to the Prefect of a Cohort within the

province per Priscum singularem. The two provincial
singulares recorded in Rome (see note 152) were probably
there as messengers. Singulares in stationes?: M.P.

Speidel op. cit. (note 150) 44-5; 102 citing AE 1937 n.
250, Vasada (Galatia) Cnmeus vy \ApPlol 6TATTIwyY AD 0 108
For a possible use of a singularis as an arresting‘officer
and gaoler see note 136.

i58Disappearance of singulares as guards: M.P. Speidel
op. cit. (note 150), 40-1, 67-9.

158The complete list of protectores of the governor is
now: XIII 7535a Kreuznach {Germ. Sup.) 2rd cent.:
protf(ector) prflaes(idis)] AE 1979 n. 448, bectween Splitska
and §krip (Dalmatia), AD 212-17; protector cos; IG Bulg.
ITI 1890 = 884 Philippopolis (Thrace) after 217

2€ npatak(Tapwy); $a¥el 831 Burnum (Dalmatia), 3rd cent.
protect(cr) cos pro b{(ene)f(iciario); P. Amh. CXXXVII.2
Ashmunén (Egypt), AD 288-9 8w Oeofloou woutivtoplesi, See M. P,
Speidel op. cit. (note 150), 130-3. ' —
i1587Courier: P. Amh. CXXXVII.2 Ashmunén (Egypt) AD 288-9:
copy of a letter from the Prefect to the Epistratregos of
Heptanomis and the Small Oasis delivered 5L5.49508¢¢ou

Tle wTAKToplLesy . Quarrying: AE 1979 n. 448, between
Spiitska éndggkrip (Dalmatia), AD 212-7, from the site of
the Brattia marble quarries.

*58%aXe] 831 Burnum (Dalmatia): protect(or) cos nro hf:
Burnum was the site of a statio of the beneficarii
consularis: III 14989; AE 1925 n. 130; Sa¥el 830; 83zZ.
189XIII 7535a: eq(ues) leg. XXII prot. prflaes(idis)?].
1®°M.P. Speidel, op. cit. (note 150),133. C T
1®1See note 10.

1®2See p. 42 with note 49.
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183Numbers of stratores: M.P. Speidel, op. cit. (note
150), 49; of singulares: ibid., 12-15 and 127-9; on the
British singulares see below Ch. IV note 18.

184yegetius, II, 19 advises the recruitment into the
legions of literate men to deal with military paperwork.
There is, however, almost no evidence from the provincial
officia (except perhaps VI 2977 = ILS 2173) for the
assertion of A.H.M. Jones, op. cit. (note 1), 45 that by
the third century clerical officers were recruited direct
to the officia without any previous military service.
*e5promotions also from the secretarial grades are likely,
but none is attested.

1e8Senior to the speculatores and commentarienses were
only the cornicularii of the praefectus legionis, the
tribunus laticlavius, the procurator provinciae, the
legatus legionis and, of course, the consularis, and
senior to the latter were only the optiones spei and the
aguilifer; see A. von Domaszewski (1908; 1967), 48-9 and
D.J. Breeze, "The organization of the career structure of
the immunes and principales of the Roman army', BJ 174
(1974), 275-6; Breeze points out that in the second and
third centuries such administrative posts seem to have
provided the best opportunities for promotion to the
centurionate.

187A.H.M. Jones, op. cit. (note 1), 45 suggests that by
the third century there had arisen a strong distinction
between the officiales and the fighting troops,
anticipating the distinctions of the Late Empire; but it
will be seen from the preceding note (cf. Ch. II note 42)
that almost all the available prcmotions from bf cos
upwards were either in the provincial or in other officia
anyway, which means that, from the beginning and
throughout the Principate, once a man had joined the
officium his further career naturally followed the path of
an officialis. See also note 164.

i1e8Governors as capital judges: Dig. I, 18, 6, 8
(Ulpian), cf. I, 16, 6 pr. (Ulpian); charged with keeping
the peace: Dig. I, 18, 3 (Paulus); I, 18, 13 (Ulpian);
XLVIII, 13, 4, 2 (Marcianus).

189G5ce A.H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 284-602
(1973), 43-4; 101.

*7091bid., 566, cf. 594.

1710n the survival of ranks in the officium see A.H.M.
Jones, op. cit. (note 1). 48. On the transformation of
stratores see above p. 62 with note 149: on the abolition
or frumentariili p, 53 with note 97; on the disannearance
of speculatores (last attested in P. Oxy. 1214, 2 of the-
5th century AD) and beneficiarii after the 4thcentury see
A.H.M. Jones loc. cit. with notes 114-5. The last
epigraphically attested bf cos is III 14068 Scarbantia
(Pann. Sup.), AD 292/305. All the beneficiarii of
governors attested after this date appear on Egyptian
papyri, serving in the officia either of the Prefect of
Fgypt or of the nraesides nf the new FEgyptian provinces
(the beneficiarii cited by Jones, loc. cit. note 115 from
literary sources served in the officia of Praetorian
Prefects). Since military command in Egypt had apparently
passed to a dux Aegypti Thebaidos utrarumgue Libyarum by
308-9 (AE 1934 n. 7-8), the latest attested cld-style
beneficiarius of a governor may be in P. Oxy. 2187, 8 of
AD 304. On the purely nominal military status ot the
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provincial officia of the Late Empire see A.H.M.
op. cit. (note 1), 49.

*72A.H.M. Jones, "The Later Roman4émpire 284-602 (1973),
565, 593-4; cf. 44-5,

Jones,
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_ APPENDIX I

THE "BENEFIZIARIERLANZEN' OF

THE PROVINCIAL OFFICIALES

A number of decorated tombstones commemorating

frumentarii, beneficiarii consularis and speculatores

depict lances or lance-heads which were clearly not
functional weapons. As early as 1902 and before, Alfred
voen Domaszewski had noted that these were in some way a

badge of the beneficiarii,®* but it was not until 1919 that

Ernst Ritterling, in discussing an actual lance-head
preserved in the Wiesbaden Museum which was similar to
those represented on the tombstones, made a studv of these
depictiéns and their significance.® Such
“benefiziarierlanzen' are shown on inscriptions recording

frumentarii from Noricum (Fig.I.28) and Pannonia Inferior,

beneficiarii consularis from Lugdunensis (Fig.I.12),

Germania Inferior (Fig.1.38) and Superior, and Dalmatia,

and speculatores from Dalmatia (Fig.I.23) and Moecia

Superior (Fig.I.21).® They were obviously badges of
cffice rather than real weapons, having heartshaped heads,
sometimes doubplied, sometimes pierced by round heles.
surmounted by a leong rod-like point sometimes ending i;‘a
button or with a cross bar at its base. Where the spear-
shaft is shown it usually has a hook attached, either to
aid its fixing in the ground or as a handle to aid lifting
and removal, as sometimes shown on depictions of military

signa. One inscription from Obernburg in Germania
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Superior shows what appear to be streamer-attachments to
the lance-head.®

Ritterling's interest in these inscriptions stemmed
from his attempt toc explain the significance of a lance-
head of similar type found at Ehl an der I11, 27 km south
of Strasbourg, in Germania Superior. (Fig.I.42). This had
a highly-decorated, double heart-shaped iron head, 91 cm
long and 5 1/2 pounds in weight, pierced by round holes
edged in bronze, and surmounted by a long narrow point
ending in a button.® Other comparable lance-heads pierced
by round holes have been found at Niederbieber (Fig.I.20),
and W8ssingen (Fig.I.7) in Upper Germany, at Weissenburg
(Figs.I.44 and 2b, 5), and Pfiinz (Fig.I.22) in Raetia, the
summit of the Great St. Bernard pass (Fig.2d.1) in the
Alpes Poeninae, and at Virunum, capital cf Noricum.
Variants pierced by slits rather than round holes have
been found at Kleinwinterheim (Fig.2a i) in Upper Germany
and at St. Peter im Holz (Teurnia) (Fig.1.15) in Noricum.
A lance-shaped plaque with both small holes and incised
slits was found in the waggon-grave of a native chieftain
at Sarszentmiklés near Aquincum in Pannonia Inferior.
Another proper lance-head, without holes and of silver
rather than iron or bronze like the rest, was discovered
at Caerleon in Britannia, whilst a heart-shaped iron —
lance-head and probably without holes was discovered in a
hoard of iron found in the civilian settlement at
Carnuntum, capital of Pannonia Superior. Also found in
Pannonia was a lance-shaped bronze plaque, similar to the
Sarszentmiklés example but without holes or slits, which
came from the legionary camp at Brigetio.® Where they are

tound, the holes and slits were perhaps to tacilitate the
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attachment of small plaques, as apparently shown on a
relief from Lugdunum, or of streamers as depicted on the
Obernburg inscription.”

Some of these lances were certainly votive pieces,
the example from the Gt. St. Bernard having been found in
the temple of Jupiter Poeninus at the summit of the pass,
whilst the example from Kleinwinterheim, 5 miles from
Mainz, was associated with a metal plaque dedicated in the
temple of Mars Leucetius to the god's consort, Nemetona,
by A. Didius Gallus Fabricius Veiento as consul for the
third time, probably in 81 or 82.® Despite the evidence
of the inscriptions, it is by no means certain that any or
all of the lances were either dedicated or used as badges

of office by provincial officiales. Andras Alfbldi has

ncted that lances of this type were carried before both
Republican magistrates and later the emperor himself, as
illustrated on an intaglio and on coins and reliefs.® It
has been suggested that the Wiesbaden example was too
elaborate for a bf cos,*? and the Kleinwinterheim lance-
head appears to be associated with the consul Veientoc,
whilst the S4rszentmiklés plaque, although presumacly a
symbel of Roman authority, clearly had nothing to do with

the provincial officium. The material of the Caerleon

example certainly precludes its use for a mere -

officialis.** None of the others were found in places

where officiales are epigraphically attested, except the

Great St. Bernard, Virunum and Carauntum lances.?2

Nevertheless, it remains a possibility that some of these

were indeed “benefiziarierlanzen' and that they may have

been deposited at the sites of stationes. The only such

jance-head which can certalnly be assoclated with
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beneficiarii consularis was that found in 1983 in the

temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus at Osterburken on the
site where at least 28 inscriptions were dedicated by
these officers. This lance, with its round holes, small
heart-shaped head with a bar above and below, and long
rod-like point, does indeed show a remarkable similarity
to the epigraphic depictions (Fig.4).2*2

Whilst it is clear that some, at least, of the full-
sized lance-heads were associated with higher Roman
officials, it seems probable that a number of small
brooches or ornaments, perhaps for attachment to leather,
which imitate lance-heads of the same type were indeed
worn by lesser officials, most likely members of the

provincial officium.** These miniature lance-heads,

usually of bronze and often with a white-metal wash,
regularly have heart-shaped heads with round or slit
perforations, often with a bar above and a bar or tabula
ansata (perhaps representing a label with the rank of the
bearer on the full-sized lance) below, and usually a rod-
like point often ending in a button. They thus reproduce
all the main elements found on the inscriptions and in the
full-sized lance-heads (Figs.2a.4 and 6; 2c: 3a.5,12 and
14; 3b.4 and 5).*2 Most originally had pendant
attacsments in the shape of sheathed swords (perhaps a——

reference to the governor's ius gladii) with ring-pommels

and box-chapes (Figs.32,3b).*® The form of these sword
pendants allows the dating of these ornaments to the late
second or early third century, which is the period of the

bulk of the epigraphic evidence for the beneficiarii

consularis.*” It may be that some of these finds indicate

the s1tes of bt stationes. Ot the eighteen certain
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provenances of miniature lances and sword-pendants, one
was Mainz, capital of Germania Superior, four
(Heddernheim, Stockstadt, Osterburken and Cannstatt), also
in that province, are known from epigraphic evidence to
have had bf stationes, and another five in the same
province are spaced along the Rhine-Tanus-Wetterau section
of the limes, where there is a surprising gap in the
sequence of bf inscriptions between those of the Rhine
limes in Germania Inferior and those of the Main and
Antonine limites in Supericr. Another was found at
Carnuntum, capital of Pannonia Superior.*®

Ritterling regarded the full-sized lances which he
studied as the special badges of the provincial

officiales, carried by them whenever they operated outside

the officium.*® Alfdldi, citing the carrying of similar

lances before Republican magistrates and the emperors, saw
them rather as representative of the “sovereign power of
the state' in general.®°® 1In practice, the two positions
are not separated by a great distance since the lance,
either full-sized or in miniature, undoubtedly marked out

the officialis who bore it as a representative of the

provincial governcr, who was himself the representative of

Roman imperium, whether as the legatus or procurator of

the emperor or as the senate's proconsul. Furthermore,™
the bearing of such a symbol should have served to
indicate a direct chain of command from the governor to

his officialis and implies the independence of the latter

from any military unit or commander in the vicinity of his

statio. If this consclusion is correct, the stationes of

the beneficiarii consularis and the other officiales must
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have been intended to operate specifically on the business

of the governor, whatever that might be.

*A. von Domaszewski, "Die Beneficiarierposten und die
rbmischen Strassennetze', WZ xxi (1902), 158-9, note 2; cf.
E. Kalinka, J0OAI I (1898), Beiblatt 117-8.

2E. Ritterling, "Ein Amtsabzeichen der beneficiarii
consularis im Museum zu Wiesbaden', BJ 125 (1919), 9-37.
®Lances on inscriptions recording frumentarii: III 5579
Kornberg (Noricum) but perhaps brought from Pons Aeni-=
Pfaffenhofen (cf. E. Ritterling, op. cit., 13) (Fig.I.25);
IIT 3241 Sirmium (Pann. Inf.); beneficiarii consularis:
XIII 1909 Lugdunum (Fig.I.12); XIII 7731 the Vinxtbach
(Germ. Inf.) (Fig.I.38); XIII 7400=ILS 4192a Friedberg
(Germ. Sup.); XIII 11777 Stockstadt (Germ. Sup.) XIII 6628
Obernburg (Germ. Sup.); XIII 6557 Jagsthausen (Germ.
Sup.); III 6376=8656 Salona (Dalmatia); III 12895 Salona
(Fig.I1.45); speculatores: III 9401 Salcna; AE 1914 n.75
Salona; AE 1945 n.88 Salona (Fig.I.23); I1II 1650=ILS 2378
Viminacium (Moes. Sup.) (Fig.I1.21). Note also the lance-
head on a grave aedicula from Aquincum, capital of
Pannonia Inferior (Z. Oroszlan, Arch. Ert. series II, 41
(1927), 96ff, in Hungarian; G. Behrens, ~“Mars Weihungen im
Mainzer Gebiet', MZ xxxvi (1941), 20 with Abb 21)
(Fig.1.24) and the relief of a soldier holding a lance on
a broken tombstone from Perinthus, capital of Thracia (E.
Kalinka, JOAI I (1898), Beiblatt 117 Abb. 28 cf. E.
Ritterling, op. cit., 13 and AbD. 4) (Fig. I. 26); both
inscriptions probably commemorated officiales.
“Heart-shaped heads: III 5579 Bedaium; XIII 7731 the
Vinxtbach; III $401 Salona; 12895 Salona (doubled);
Perinthus tombstone. Round holes: III 5579, XIII 7731,
ITTI 9401; III 12895; Perinthus tombstone. Long point: III
5579; XIII 7731; I1II1 6736=8656 Salona; III 9401: III
12895; AE 1945 n.88 Salona. Button: XIII 7731; Perinthus
tombstone. Cross-bar: III 12895; AE 1945 n.88. Hook or
handle: XIII 7400 Friedberg; XIII 11777 Stockstadt; XIII
6557 Jagsthausen; III 12895; AE 1945 n.88; cf. A. von
Domaszewski, Die Fahnen im r#mischen Heer (1885), 50
(reprinted in Aufsitze zur r8mischen Heeresgeschichte
(1972)) on such attachments on tactical signa. Streamers:
XIII 6628 Obernburg: cf. the “chain' wrapped around the
shaft of the lance on the Perinthus tombstone (see A. von
Domaszewski, WZ xii (1902), 158-9, note 2 who believes
that tne reiief shows a chain which was unraveiled and
used to mark out the area of a statio once the lance had
been planted in the ground).

5See note 2. Cf. now G. Waurick, “Zum Wiesbadener
"Benefiziarierabzeichen", Arch8ologisches
Korrespondenzblatt I (1971) 111-12 with Taf. 24-5,

®Full sized lance-heads: Niederbieber (Fig.I.20): E.
Ritterling, op. cit. 16-17 with Abb 9; Weissenburg
(Figs.I1.44 and 2b.5): E. Fabricius, ORL B Nr. 72 (1906)
Pl. VIII fig. 53 with text p. 40; E. Ritterling, op.
cit.(note 2),15-16 with Abb. 7; and G. Behrens op. cit.
(note 3), 20 A with Abb. 19, 5; Pflnz (Fig.I.22): F.
Winkelmann, ORL B Nr. 73 (1901) Pl. XV fig. 31; E.
Ritterling, op. cit.(note 2), 33-4 and fig. 20; Great St.
Bernard pass (Fig.2d.1): E. Ritterling, op. cit.(note 2),
17; vairunum: G. Piccotini, 'Eine Benetiziarierlanzenspitze
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aus Virunum', Schild von Steier 15/16 (1978), 167-70;
Kleinwinterheim (Fig.I1.13): G. Behrens, op. cit.(note 3§),
19 with Abb. 18, 1; St. Peter im Holz (Teurnia)
(Fig.1.15): G. Behrens op. cit.(note 3), 19 with Abb. 18,
38; Sarszentmiklés: A. Mécsy, Folia Archaeologica xiv
(1962), 35-39 with Pl. VIII.1 (Hungarian with German
summary), a large bronze plaque in the shape of a pear-
shaped lance-head with a delta-shaped tip and pierced by
small round holes from which appear to run incised slits.
This was found in the waggon grave of a chieftain of the
Eravisci found at Sdarszentmiklés (Fejér County) near
Aquincum. Caerleon: G.C. Boon, Isca (1972), 67 with fig.
38; Carnuntum: R.M. Swoboda-Milenovié, 'Ausgrabungen in
der Zivilstadt 1953/1954 und 1958', Carnuntum Jahrbuch
1958, 53 no 13 with Taf. XVII, 18g. Brigetio: A. Modcsy,
loc. cit. with P1. VIII.2.

7The Lugdunum relief, XIII 1909 (Fig.I.12), shows a shaft
with two circular attachments or, more likely, holes
either side, the actual lance-head perhaps having
originally been painted onto the stone (cf. E. Ritterling,
op. cit.(note 2), 18). Within the 'holes' are inscribed
the letters B and F, presumably intended to represent
inscriptions on discs within the holes of the lance head
(alternatively the lance-head was painted further up the
shaft and what is represented is a disc attached either
side of the shaft, the solution apparently adopted by
Al1fb1l1di and shown in my Fig.1.12). The two holes in the
Wbssingen lance-head (Fig.I1.7) evidently showed traces of
nails, possibly for the attachment of such discs (E.
Ritterling, op. cit.{(note 2), 16-17). It is possible that
the bronze “button' found at Rakovitza-Capacdeni on the
limes Alutanus in Dacia (III 13797) and inscribed PAC BF
was such an attachment. However, the Wlssingen lance-head
also has two small holes at its base through one of which
a ring was attached (E. Ritterling, loc. cit.) probably
for streamers as shown on the Obernburg inscription (see
note 4). There appears to be a similar ring attached
through a hole in one of the Weissenburg lance-heads
(Fig.2b.5) and the holes in the Virunum lance-head are
wern at the bottom as if by metal wire; the CGreat St.
Bernard lance has a ring attached at the base of the head
(Fig.2d.1). )
®See note 6. For the metal plague from Kleinwinterheim
(XIITI 7253=ILS 1010) see G. Behrens op. cit.(note 3), 16
with Abb. 16.

®A. AlfB8ldi “Hasta-Summa Imperii. The Spear as
Embodiment of Sovereignty in Reome', AJA 63,1 (1959), 11-12
citing lances with rod-like points on an intaglio
apparently depicting C. Asinius Pollio in 42 B.C.
(Fig.I1.4) and coins of M. Volteius M.f dated 81 B.C. and
of L. Papius dated slightly later (cf. A. Alfbldi, op.
cit., 5-6), the spear-attribute, with slits, of Domitian
on the Cancellaria relief (Fig.I1.18), and the double-
headed lance carried in the presence of Trajian on one of
the reliefs of the Arch of Constantine (Fig.1.43).
Alfdldi sees his sort of magisterial spear-attribute as
the precursor of the “benefiziarierlanzen', concurring
with Ritterling's assessment (op. cit.(note 2), 30) that
the latter were essentially different in form from the
tactical signa of the Roman army (but note the head of the
standard with slits shown on the Pintaius tombstone from
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Bonn, XIII 8098; Fig.I1.17). Alfbldi draws a parallel
between the way in which the lance was apparently carried
before magistrates by a subordinate and the depiction on
the Viminacium tombstone (III 1650=ILS 2378) of the
deceased speculator riding on a cart with a servant behind
him carrying the lance. Cf. A. Alfbl1di, “Von Speer-
attribut der altrbmischen Kbnige zu den Benefiziarier-

lanzen', Limes Studien. Vortr8ge des 3. Internationalen
Limeskongresses in Rheinfeliden/Basel, 1957 (1959), 7-12
esp. 9.

109G, Waurick, loc, cit. (note 5).

110n the significance of the metal used for such lances
see A. Alfbldi, AJA 63, 1 (1959), 12 with note 119 citing
himself, Die Frhr8mische Reiteradel und seine
Ehrenabzeichen (1952), 73-4.

12The Great St. Bernard lance may be associated with the
bronze plaques dedicated in the same temple by a
frumentarius of legio III Italica (V 6869), by a bf cos
(Notizie degli Scavi di Antichita 1894, 36) and by a
commentariensis consularis (V 6867). The first two may
even have been stationed there; see pp. 190-1. Carnuntum
was, of course, the capital of Pannonia Superior.

18E, Schallmayer, “Ausgrabung eines Benefiziarier-
Weihebezirkes und r8mischen Holzbauten in Osterburken,
Neckar-Odenwald-Kreis', Archdologische Ausgrabungen in
Baden-Wurttemburg 1983 (1984), 175 and Abb. 165; id, Der
Keltenfurst von Hochdorf. Methoden und Ergebnisse der
Landesarchédologie in Baden-Wurttemberg. Katalog zur
Ausstellung Stuttgart, Kunstgebdude vom 14. August bis 183.
Oktober 1985 (1985), 407 no 15 and Abb. 607 (Fig. 4). The
bar across the base of the lance-head has no clear
parallel in the epigraphic exampies (except perhaps the
grave aedicula from Aquincum; see note 3 and Fig.I1.24) or
in the other full-size lance-heads, but appears on most of
the miniature lances (see below), sometimes as a tabula
ansata. See p. 185 for a full description.

14The miniature lance-heads were first collected by G.
Behrens, op. cit. (note 3), 19-21 with additions by K.
Raddatz, 'Anhdnger in Form von Ringknaufschwertern', SJ
(1953), 60-65 and H.-J. Hundt, 'Nachtrége zu den rdmisch
Ringknaufschwertern, Dosenortbédndern und
Miniaturschwertanhéngern', SJ 14 (1955), 50-59.
i18Miniature lance-heads are recorded by G. Behrens. K.
Raddatz and H-J. Hundt (see note 14) from Germania
Superior at Mainz (Fig.2a.4); Mainz-Weisenau (Fig.2c.1)
Niederbieber (Fig.83a.14), Zugmantel (Fig.2c,4,5,86),
Saalburg (Fig.2c.7,8) and Watchtower 4/96 between Staden
and Altenstadt on the Rhine-Taunus-Wetterau section of the
limes (Fig.2c.9); Heddernheim (Fig.3b.4,5); Stockstadt
(Fig.2c.10); Osterburken (Fig.2c.11,12,13); Wallstadt
(Fig.2c.14); Cannstatt (Fig.2c.18); Vindecnissa (Fig.2a.6);
and Olten (Fig.2c.20); (for full documentation of the
German examples see Ch. IV); from Raetia at Buch (R.
Herzog, ORL B Nr. 67 (1898), 12 and Taf 3, 15) (Fig.2c.10)
and K8sching (J. Fink, ORL B Nr. 74 (1913), 22 and Taf 4,
3) (Fig.2c.16); from Italy (?) in the form of two
miniature lances of unknown provenance preserved in the
Museywm at Portogruaro between Venice and Trieste (G.
Behrens, op. cit.(note 3), 21. C 13; Mus. Portogruaro,
Inv., 1254 and 1253) (Fig.2c.18,19); and from Moesia
Superior at Palanka, across the Danube trom Lederata (G.

(D =

2
n
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Behrens, op. cit.{(note 3), 21. C 12; Mus. Ur¥ac, Inv. 240)
(Fig.2c¢.17). To these must be added examples from
Feldberg in Germania Superior (L. Jacobi., ORL B Nr. 10
(1965) 27 no 55 with Taf. VI 16) and the legionary camp at
Carnuntum, capital of Pannonia Superior (M. von Groller,
Der rbmische Limes in Osterreich vi (1905), 114 no 6 with
fig.69.6).

*®Sword-shaped pendants are recorded by K. Raddatz and H.-
J. Hundt (see note 14) only from Germania Superior at
Mainz; Zugmantel (Fig.3a.1-5,10,13), Feldberg (Fig.3a.11)
Saalburg (Fig.3a.6-9,15,16) and Butzbach (Fig.3b.3) on the
Wetterau limes; Heddernheim (Fig.3b.2); and Osterburken.
For full documentation see Ch. IV. This collection of
miniature lance-heads and sword-pendants reflects the
geographical coverage of ORL, and no doubt many other
examples exist both in the listed provinces and the rest
of the empire, but have not been recognized cor collected
for publication.

*"Date of the miniature lances and sword-pendants: K.
Raddatz, op. cit. {(note 14), 64-5; H.-J. Hundt, op. cit.
(note 14), 59. Dating depends largely on the form of the
sword-pendants, all of which imitate full-sized swords
with pommels ending in a ring and with round box-chapes to
the scabbards; the latter are often richly decorated and
both swords and chapes are characteristic of the late
second and early third centuries; cf. H.-J. Hundt, “Ein
tauschiertes r8misches Ringknaufschwert aus Straubing
(Sorviodurum), Mainzer Festschrift III (1952), 109-18; id,
"Die spdtrbmischen eisernen Dosenortbidnder', SJ 12 (1953),
66-79. Such a date corresponds very closely to that of
the bulk of the epigraphic evidence for the bf stationes.
*®See notes 15 and 16. For the epigraphically attested bf
stationes see Ch. IV pPp.167,173,175-7, 179-85.

*®E. Ritterling, op. cit. (note 2), 23ff, esp. 33. On the
use of the lance outside the officium, note the relief
from Sirmium (Pann. Inf.) (III 3241) showing a
frumentarius riding on a cart and carrying a lance, and
the similar relief from Viminacium (Moes. Sup.) (III
1650=1LS 2378) showing a speculator riding on a cart and
accompanied by a servant carrying his lance {(see note 9),
See Ch. III notes 51 and 78 with text.

2°See note 9 and the two articles by A. Alf8o0ldi cited
there.
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Fig.1l. Tvoes of lance-head: from A. ALf8ldi.

AJA 63,1 (1959). Plate 10.
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Key to Fig.1l: Lance-heads cited in the text

Lance on an intaglio of Asinius Pollio, c.42 BC
Lance on a denarius of M. Volteius M.f., aedilis in
82 BC

Iron lancehead found in W8ssingen; more than 35cm
long

Lance-head on conical tip of a grave monument from
Lugdunum (XIII 1909)

Lance-head from Kleinwinterheim; original length
c.60cm

Iron lance-head from St.Peter im Holz (Teurnia),
Noricum

Spear-attribute of Domitian on the Cancellaria relief
Iron lance-head from Niederbieber

Lance of a speculator on a tombstone from Viminacium
(I1II 1650 = ILS 2378)

Iron spearhead from Pfllnz in Raetia

Lance-head on the tombstone of a speculator from
Salona (AE 1945 n.88)

Lance-head on a grave aedicula from Aquincum
Lance-head on an altar erected by a frumentarius from
Pons Aeni = Pfaffenhofen (III 5579)

Lance-head on a tombstone from Perinthus (JOAI I
(1898) Beiblatt, 117, Abb.28)

Lance-head on an altar erected by a bf cos from the
Vinxtbach (XIII 7731)

Lance-head of iron and bronze focund at Ehl an der
I11; length 91cm

Lance on relief illustrating Trajan's Dacian
victories on the Arch of Constantine in Rome

Iron lance-head from Weissenburg; length 44cm
Lance-head on a tombstone of a bf cos from Salona
(ITI 12895)
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a) from

xxxvi (1941), 18 Abb.18 b) from ibid.,

Fig.2. Full-sized and Miniature Lance-heads:

G. Behrens, MZ

18 Abb.19 c¢) from ibid.

Abb.23.

, 20 Abb.22 d) from ibid., 20
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Key to Fig.2: Full-sized and Miniature Lances

© 3w
!
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11-13
14
15
16
17

18-19

20

cited in the text

Bronze fibula with silver coat, found in
Mainz

Miniature lance-head of bronze, found in
Vindonissa, preserved in the Museum at Brugg

Iron lance-head from Weissenburg

Silver fibula in form of lance-head between
two swords from Weisenau

Bronze ornament, once attached to leather,
from Zugmantel

Bronze ornament from Buch

Bronze ornaments from Zugmantel

Bronze ornaments from Saalburg

Bronze ornament from a wooden tower at
Watchtower 4/96 on the Wetterau-limes
Bronze ornament from Stockstadt

Bronze ornaments from Osterburken

Bronze ornament from Wallstadt

Bronze ornament from Cannstadt

Bronze ornament from K8sching

Bronze ornament from Palanka, opposite
Lederata in Moesia Superior

Bronze ornaments in the Museum at
Portogruaro, Italy

Bronze ornament from Olten

Bronze lance-head from the temple of Jupiter

Poeninus at the summit of the Great
St.Bernard pass; length 40cm
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Fig.3:
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a)

b)

Key to Fig.83:

Miniature Lances and Sword-Pendants

6--9
10

11

13

14
15-16

Cldpd W

Bronze
Bronze

cited in the text

sword-pendants from Zugmantel
lance-head ornament with broken sword-

pendant from Zugmantel

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

sword-pendants from Saalburg
sword-pendant from Zugmantel
sword-pendant from Feldberg

Part of bronze sword-pendant from Zugmantel

Bronze
Bronze

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

lance-head ornament from Niederbieber
sword-pendants from Saalburg

sword-pendant from Heddernheim
sword-pendant from Butzbach
lance-head ornament from Heddernheim
lance-head ornament from Heddernheim
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Fig.4: 'Benefiziarierlanze' from the temple of Jupiter

Optimus Maximus at Osterburken. Length 29.5cm; from
E. Schallmaver in Der Keltenfurst von Hochdorf. Methoden

und Ergebnisse der Landesarchdologie. Katalog zur

Ausstellung Stuttgart, Kunstgeb&ude vom 14. August bis
13. Oktober 1985 (1985), 407 Abb.607
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CHAPTER IV

BENEFICIARII CONSULARIS IN THE PROVINCTAL

CAPITALS AND STATIONES

a) Introduction

The pattern of distribution of inscriptions recording

bbff cos, -by far the most substantial evidence for them-

varies enormously from province to province according to
the nature of the latter and the number of troops,
especially legionaries, available to a governor for the

formation of his officium.* In those provinces where bbff

are attested at all, some always appear, as will be
demonstrated, at the provincial capital (the term is here
used to mean the usual seat of the provincial governor),

as, usually, do other grades of officiales. Apart from the

few cases where the inscriptions give us special

information, there is little which inscriptions found in

ot

he provincial capitals can add tec the discussicn cf the

duties of bbff at the officium set out in Chapter III.

Such inscriptions were erected for individua! reasons.

especially the dedications to nen-"cfficial"” deities,

although army customs and the desire to express loyalty to
emperor or governor evidently influenced the erection of
numerous altars and dedications.

However, those inscriptions recording bbff cos which

were discovered elsewhere than at the provincial capitals

may imply that bbff cos had been sent to particular places

on postings, stationes.® It is important in identifying
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such stationes to leave out of account the inscriptions

which are the gravestones or memorials of bbff cos; these

can only indicate the place of burial or the presence of
family or friends, and rarely imply that the man died on
duty. Some of course might have died at their statio and

have been commemorated there, but since these stationes

would be temporary and of relatively short duration (see
Appendix II) it is unlikely that there should have been
anyone ready to meet the cecst of erecting such an
inscription away from the man's home. It is significant
that the tombstone of a serving bf cos is nowhere found at
a place which can otherwise be shown to have had a statio
(leaving aside provincial capitals and legionary bases).®
The majority of inscriptions, however, which mention

bbff cos, both away from and within the provincial

capitals, were dedications, almost always in the form of an
altar, usually private (as indicated by use of the formula

pro se et suis or the like), mostly votive, that is erected

to a deity in fulfilment of a vow made previcusly (as

indicatd by a formula such as v(otum) s(olvit) 1l(aetus)

l(ibens) m(erito)) and addressed to a deity or deities,

most often the official deities of the Roman army (luppiter
Optimus Maximus, Iuno Regina, Minerva, Mars etc.), or
deities to whom the soldier was attached and who perhaps-
had a shrine in the place (e.g. Mithras, Isis, Serapis), or
who represented his geographical origins {e.g. Matres

Italae), or who were local deities (e.g. Deae Aufaniae at

Cologne), or had special interest for the soldier at his

statio (e.g. Biviae Triviae Quadriviae). Deities were

often grouped together on the inscriptions in order to

obtain as wide a range of divine tavour as possible, one of
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the most frequent deities appealed to, in order to cover

all contingencies, being the genius loci , usually in

conjunction with one or more of the Capitoline deities.
Loyalty to the emperors is often expressed by prefixing the

inscription with the formula In h(onorem) d(omus)

d(ivinae).

Beyond the elements listed, the inscriptions rarely
provide any information apart from the dedicator's name and
rank, sometimes his legion and sometimes the consular date.
The usual formula for the inscriptions is the address to
the deity or deities, the name of the dedicator, his rank

and, the phrase pro se et suis or the like, the votive

formula, and the date; the order, however, does vary
(though the deity almost always comes first) and individual
elements are omitted, sometimes reducing the inscription to
the bare essentials of the name of the deity (in the
dative), the name of the dedicator (in the nominative) and
his rank (bf cos).

The information which can be extracted from such
standardised inscriptions is therefore very limited. A
sufficient number of them, however, add significant extra
details to allow us to draw general cnclusions about the
reasons for and circumstances of their erection, and to
show that they do imply that the men who erected them were

serving a tour of duty outposted from the officium at a

fically state that the

[

statio. Some inscriptions spec
dedicator had been outposted,* sometimes even naming the
statio® or recording that this was the man's first, second
or, in a single case, third statio.® Other inscriptions

with the phrase exacta or expleta statione, or expleto

tempore” make clear the reason for the dedication. It is

119



reasonable to suppose that some at least of the
inscriptions which give a precise day for their dedication
also marked the end of the man's tour, and where we have
several examples of such precisely dated inscriptions in
the same place they may allow us to calculate the normal
length of a tour.®

It is not unlikely that the majority of inscriptions

erected outside provincial capitals by bbff cos were

intended to mark the end of a man's tour of duty; and,
since most of the inscriptions bear the votive formula

v{otum) s(olvit) l(aetus)l(ibens) m(erito), they were no

doubt promised to the god or gods in return for bringing
the dedicator safe to the end of his posting. This was
perhaps a conventional thing to do, also, perhaps,

providing an opportunity for the man to demonstrate his
persénal loyalty to the governor® or (with the formula 1

h(onorem) d(omus) d(ivinae)) to the emperor, and where

r

large numbers of dedications have been found together, as
at Stockstadt, Obernburg and Osterburken on the Upper
German limes, it is clear that the erection of such an
inscription was demanded by the local custom of the static
and became almost automatic, inscriptions often showing a
great standardization of wording. The growth of such a
custom, how ever, possibly implies that service at a statio
was regarded as hazardous, although this is only made
explicit in two instances.?® Sometimes, inscriptions were
erected at the direct behest of the deity in a dream or

through a vision (ex iussu, ex viso, m(onitus)

v(iso)(?)).*2

It is reasonable to suppose that since many bbff cos

did without doubt erect such altars at the site of their
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statio, often to mark its conclusion, these altars and
dedications can generally be taken to mark the position of
a statio. Where more than ovne is discovered in a locality
this can be accepted beyond any reasonable doubt, and even
a single inscription, though it might have been erected by
a bf cos in his home town, or on a journey, ought generally
to be accepted as strong evidence for a statio. The
general correctness of these assumptions is to a certain
extent confirmed by the fact that, with the exception of

the speculatores and frumentarii (known from other evidence

to have operated outside the officium and the only

officiales attested with the bbff cos as carrying the

lance, see Appendix I), of a very few quaestionarii, and of

the stratores and singulares, (who also operated outside

the provincial capitals, sometimes in large groups as army

units), no other grades of officiales of the governor are

attested as erecting such dedications cutside the

officium.*2

For the above reasons a grave cr memorial to a bf cos
occurring by itself is rejected in what follows as evidence
for a statio, but even a single dedication by a bf cos is

taken as confirmation of such. The inscriptions and other

evidence are to be considered province by province.

b) The Evidence from the Provinces

Britannia

i) The Capitals

From the late first century London was the seat of the
governor, at first of the whole of Britain, a three-legion

province, and then, atter the division ot the province
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around the beginning of the third century, the capital of
Britannia Superior, with two legions at Caerleon and
Chester respectively, and finally, by the early fourth
century, of Maxima Caesariensis.*® Before the late 1st
century the governor was probably mostly with his army, at
least in the summer months, as it undertook the conquest of
the province. The earliest attested bf cos fn Britain (and
the earliest closely dated example from anywhere in the
empire) belongs to this period. A tombstone of c. AD 60

£

found at Wroxeter commemorates a man of Italian origin of

legio XX who calls himself ben(eficiarius) leg(ati)

pr(opraetore); this almost certainly represents a man who

died whilst serving with the governor's officium since

Wroxeter was the contemporary base not of legio XX but of

legio XIV and is a likely centre from which the governor

could have directed operations in Wales and the Midlands.**
Twenty yvears later Agricola seems to have based himself at
York since Demetrius of Tarsus who, Plutarch implies,
accompanied him on his campaigns, made a dedication

~
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After the withdrawal from Scotland c. AD 87, thc
governor seems to have settled his permanent base in
London, the great palace overlooking the Thames being
constructed at this period and the Cripplegate fort which
probably housed the governor's bodyguard being built under
Trajan or Hadrian.*® It has been assumed that the

officiales were housed in the fort alongside the

singulares; but it is at least as likely that the governor

had his inner officium to hand in the palace which was

certainly large encugh to accommodate them.*®” No bbff cos

are attested trom London but the tombstone ot a speculator
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erected by three or four of his colleagues has been
discovered, and other sculptured stones have been thought

to depict members of the officium.?*®

There is, however. some evidence to suggest that the
governor may have given up London as his seat, at last
temporarily, in the second half of the second century?*®;
this could only be due to renewed military activity in the
north and the governor may well have chosen to base himself

again at York, the legionary fortress of VI Victrix. At

any rate this city became the capital of the new province
of Britannia Inferior, with a single legion, at some time
between 197 and 216%° and at about the latter date an

inscription was dedicated [Genio] collegif[...0]b

p(romotionem?), apparently by the b(ene)f(iciarii)

Gordian(i);** the collegium was presumably the local guild

of beneficiarii consularis, since Gordian was one of the

first praetorian governors of Lower Britain, later to
become emperor in AD 238.2%
At least one, or perhaps as many as three bff cos are

recorded outside Britain. One, a soldier of VI Victrix, is

certainly attested on a tombstone erected for his father at
Timgad in Numidia, whilst a second mav be attested on a
fragmentary tombstone from Madauros in Africa

Proconsularis.®® The third, a soldier of legio XX -

Britannica (sic), who may have been a beneficiarius of

either the governor or the procurator of the province, was
commemorated by his mother at Nimes in Gallia Narbonensis
after his death at the age of 31 years, 5 months and 26

days .2*
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ii) The Stationes

T All but two of the bbff cos known from Britain are

attested in the northern military area of the province and
all but one of these were probably serving in the area
after it had already become the separate province of
Britannia Inferior. The north of England was heavily
garrisoned with auxiliary forts, linked by military roads
as far south as Derbyshire, but it is only in the
northernmost part of the area, between York and the

frontier of the province, that beneficiarii consularis are

attested.

Four stationes are attested along what is now known as

Leeming Lane, the main road from York north to Hadrian's
Wall (where it becomes Dere Street) and beyond.®2% The
first lay at Catter ick Bridge, about 60 km along the road
from York; it is attested by an unusual inscription, now

lost, dedicated Deo qui vias et semitas commentus est.=¢©

The actual dedicator is transmitted on the existing copy of

the inscription as T. Irdas SC, these letters usually being

taken as standing for s(ingularis c(onsularis), but the

name is almost certainly corrupt in its transmission and a

better reading would be Aur(elius) Dasso: he was perhaps a

recently enfranchised auxiliary veteran since the text
states that the dedication was restored by a bf cos in the
year 191 (although this might in fact be the date of the
original dedication) and the nomen Aurelius wculd cnly have
been generally available to the newly enfranchised since
the accession of Marcus Aurelius in 161. The fact that the
bf cos in question only restored the inscription vitiates
the frequent assertion that he will have chosen the deity

1n acknowledgement ol his own particular concern with the
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roads, 27 but such a connection might of course have
prompted him to carry out the restoration. Another altar

has been found at Catterick Bridge dedicated Deae Syriae

by, apparently, a Gaio bf;®® but since the man appears to
have only a single nomen (implying that he was not a Roman
citizen), and does not call himself bf cos, and since the
quality of the inscrij\ion is poorer than any erected by a bf
cos anywhere in the empire, it seems most likely that he
was an auxiliary, perhaps a Syrian, and presumably the

beneficiarius of the prefect of the local auxiliary unit.

There was a fort at Catterick Bridge in the Flavian and
Trajanic period, situated south of the River Swale at
Thornborough Farm, and a vicus with a mansio and baths grew
up beside it. At some time between c.125 and c¢.160 a
bridgehead fort was occupied at Brompton on the north bank
of the Swale, and after this was abandoned the original
fort may have been reoccupied; this is the fort likely to
have been held at the time when Q. Varius Vitalis bf cos

restored Aurelius Dasso's altar on the Thornborough side of

Cataractonium (Catterick Bridge) was evidently a
staging post for travellers proceeding further north up
T.Leeming Lane or across the Stainmore pass towards Carlisle,
and was marked as such on Iter I of the Antonine Itinerary
for Britain.®° The next staging post on the Itinerary, 31
km to the north at Vinovia (Binchester),®* is also the site
of the next attested statio along Leeming Lane. Here two

bbff cos set up votive inscriptions, one Deab(us)

Matrib(us) Ollot(otis), the other IOM et Matribus Ollototis

sive Transmarinis... pro salute sua et suorum.®2 The

inscriptions date from the late second or early third
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century at a time when Binchester, which was first
occupied in the Flavian period, evacuated under Hadrian,
and then reoccupied under the governor Calpurnius Agricola

(163/4-?2166)22, was held by the ala Vettonum C.R. which as

a unit erected another inscription Matribus Transmarinis.®*

It is unclear whether the vicus here was in existence at

the time of the dedications made by the bbff cos .2°

The next statio along Leeming Lane lay at Longovicium
(Lanchester) 17 km from Binchester.®® The fort here was
constructed c¢.140 for a milliary cohort, abandoned c.196
and then left empty until rebuilt for a quingenary cohort
under Gordian III (238-244); there was a vicus of uncertain
date.®7 A single inscription attests the statio, a votive

altar dedicated Deo Silvano.®® Since the inscription can

only be dated roughly to the late second or early third
century it is unclear whether the fort was occupied at the
time of its dedication.

The final statio on this road, now kncwn as Dere
Street north of Corbridge, lay at Habitancum (Risingham),
the first outpost fort north of Hadrian's Wall, situated
51km from Lanchester and 22 km from the Wall.®® The fort
was first occupied c¢c.AD 140, abandoned perhaps in the
180's, then reoccupied in the early third century under the
governor Alfenus Senecio (AD 205-8) and held well into the
fourth century; the site of the vicus is unknown.*° The
statio is attested by a third-century altar dedicated [Dlec

Mogonito Cad. et n(umini) d(omini) n(ostri) Aug(usti)...pro

se et suis by a bf cos who proclaims himself to be serving

Habitanci prima stat(ione). Mogonitus Cad... appears to be

a local deity.*?
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The other main route from York to Hadrian's Wall
branched off from Leeming Lane at Scotch Corner to the
north of Catterick Bridge and led across the Stainmore Pass

to Carlisle, near which lay Stanwix, the base of the only

milliary ala stationed in Britain, the ala Petriana.*® A
statio is attested at Morbium(?) Greta Bridge, 22 km from
Catterick Bridge, the first fort (apart from Carkin Moor)
along the trans-Pennine road from Scotch Corner. The fort
remains unexcavated but the vicus existed from the Flavian
into the Hadrianic period at least and showed renewed
activity in the third century up to ¢.275-300. The fort is
assumed to have had a similar history and is known from an
inscription to have undergone rebuilding under Alfenus
Senecio, like Lanchester.®® One inscription certainly, and
possibly a second, both of them now lost, record the
presence of a bf cos here. The first is a votive altar

erected by a bf cos provinci[ale Superior(is)<<, the other

records restoration under the supervision of a centurion of

legio VI Victrix but also seems to mention a Plost(umius ?)

Urbanus and in the next line provinciae ? Sulperioris.=<®

The inscriptions have usually been taken to indicate that
the consular governor of the Upper Province continued to
have a hand in the administration of the praetorian Lower
Province after the division of c.2183. Certainly troops—
from the Upper Province frequently operated in the Lower,
but it should be noted that where a governor could not find
sufficient legionary trecops from his own province to serve

the needs of his officium he could apparently 'borrow’

beneficiarii (and this is only certainly attested for

beneficiarii consularis) from neighbouring provinces; this

happened as a matter of course in Dalmatia where bbff cos
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of the legions of both the Pannonian provinces, of Moesia
Superior and of Dacia appear in the capital and in

stationes, and on at least one occasion the borrowed

beneficiarius, stationed deep in the province at Novae,

calls himself Pannoniae Superioris; there also appear to be

cases of such borrowing, at least from neighbouring
legions, in Lusitania (?), Germania Superior, Pannonia
Inferior, and Mocesia Superior (?), and Africa Proconsularis

is known to have received officiales from legio III Augusta

even after the latter's commander had become governor of
Numidia in his own right.*® Since the praetorian governor
of Lower Britain had only a single legion at his disposal

and, evidently, a large number of stationes to man, whilst

the consular governor of Upper Britain had two legions and

few or no stationes to man (if the lack of epigraphic

evidence 1is significant), it is clear that the praetorian

governor may well have needed to obtain more beneficiarii

from the consular governor.*?7 There is no reason to
suppose that the governors of the other Danubian provinces
had any authority in the territory of the consular governor
of Dalmatia, despite the presence on loan of their

beneficiarii, and the same may well be true of Britain.

Ancther statio on this road appears to have lain at
Brocavum (Brougham), 59 km from Greta Bridge and 34 km —
south of Stanwix, at the point where the rcad is joined by
the main trunk road running up from Chester toc the west of
the Pennine range.<*® A fort and vicus lay here from at
least the second century and probably from the Flavian
period, up to the fourth century, and an inscription shows

that it was within the territory of the c(ivitas)

Car(vetiorum).*¥ The inscription attesting the statio was
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found built into a house some 2 km away at Clifton and is
heavily weathered; the latest reading reveals it

to have beenn dedicated Deo Marti Aful]g. pro salfujte

[[Antonini]] Pii Fel(icis) Aflulg.(?) and erected on 22

September, perhaps in 213 or in the reign of Elagabalus, by

a man who was promotus bf cos leg. VI Vic(tricis)

[[Ant(oninianae)]]...lior ex Africa.®® R.W. Davies has

suggested that he was one of a number of men promoted to
positions in the recently rebellious British army under
Caracalla from more loyal provinces.®* Another example of

such a2 man may be the bf cos of legio VI Victrix who

erected a tombstone, presumably in his home town, to his
father at Timgad in Numidia.®?

A single statio is recorded on the Stanegate to the
south of Hadrian's Wall at Vindolanda (Chesterholm), very
roughly at the mid-point of the rocad, 38 km from Luguvalium
(Carlisle) and 24 km from Corstopitium (Corbridge).®==
Vindolanda was the site of a cohort=feort first built
probably under Agricola in the early 80's and abandoned
c.125 on the construction of Hadrian's Wall, but rebuilt
under Calpumius Agricola and occupied thereafter until the
end of the fourth century though not necessarily entirely
continuously. The vicus was perhaps also built c¢c.160 and
continued in use, apart from a break and reconstruction in
the third quarter of the third century, until the end of
the fourth century; the vicus had a mansio, as at
Catterick.®* The statio is attested by an altar dedicated

Silvano (as at Lanchester) by a b]f cos provinciae

Superioris leg(ionis) II Aug(ustae), as on the Greta Bridge

inscriptions.®® It has been suggested that there was

another statio only 3 km away at the nearby fort of
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Housesteads on the basis of a votive altar of the early 3rd

century dedicated Deo Soli Invicto Mytrae Saeculari and

found in the Housesteads Mithraeum 300 metres south of the
fort, and that he was here to regulate civilian traffic
moving through the Wall at the nearby Knag Burn Gate.®®

The Gate, however, was probably not constructed until c.300
long after the date of the inscription.®7 Without such a
reason for existence, any statio here seems most unusual,
lying as it does off the main east-west road, the
Stanegate®® and so close to another statio at Vindolanda
(though of course the two need not have been absolutely
contemporary and the close juxtaposition of the forts is in
itself unusual). In fact, there is no reason why the man
who dedicated the Housesteads inscription should not h;ve
come from the Vindolanda statio; Vindolanda had no known

Mithraeum of its own and the small distance between the two

forts would have been little obstacle to a follower of the

god. It therefore seems unlikely that Housesteads had a
statio of its own. The statio sometimes assumed at Great

Chesters is based on conjectural and unlikely readings of
two fragmcatary inscriptions.s®

One final statio is attested in the militarv area,
although vight away from the Wall system, at Lancaster, a
fort with a vicus held continuously from the late first up
to the fourth century.®® Lancaster lay within Britannia
Inferior after the division of the province.®* The fort
was exactly equidistant (108 km) between Hadrian's Wall and

the legionary fortress of Chester, the base of legio XX

Valeria Victrix.®® The statio is attested by a single

votive altar dedicated Deo Sancto Marti Cocidio, a Romano-

British deity particularly common in the region of
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Hadrian's Wall.®® The altar is clearly of the late second
or early third century but it is impossible to say whether
it was set up before or after the division of the province;

here, as with the other stationes of Britain attested by

undated inscriptions, the term consularis is of no

chronological significance since it had long been used for
governors of consular and praetorian rank indiscriminately.

Outside the military area two further stationes are

attested as manned by beneficiarii consularis, both in the

south of England. At Venta Belgarum (Winchester) a bf cos

restored an altar Matrib(us) Itallils Germanis Gallis

Brit(annis), dated by the lettering to about the end of the

first century AD.®* One can only speculate as to his role
here but there may be a possible connection with local
imperial estates, such a conection being attested in octher
parts of the empire.®® A wool-weorking factory may be
recorded at Winchester in the fourth century, and such a
factory could imply the existence of long-established
imperial estates in the area to supply the wool; the villa
at Clanville, less than 30 km away, has been thought to
have been in imperial ownership.®® Of ccurse Winchester,
as a major town and civitas capital. lav at a route node
with roads leading to Salisbury, Silchester, Bitterne and
Chichester, although it was not on the main route between
London and the South-West.®7 At Dorchester-on-Thames,
where there was a small walled tcwn,®® a2 bf cos erected an

altar (now lost) in the second or third century dedicated

I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo) et numinib(us) Aug(ustorum).®®

There may, again, have been imperial estates in this
fertile area of the Thames valley somewhat underpopuiated

by villias, but there 1s no evidence. "
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Finally, mention may be made here of an evident statio

at Dover manned by a strator consularis who set up an

inscription there recording the votive dedication of a

shrine [Mat]rib(us) Italic(is), perhaps reflecting the

man's origins.”* The stratores were, amongst other things,

grooms, charged with looking after horses and transport for
official travellers (see Chapter III, p. 60). Dover,

possibly headquarters of the Classis Britannica, at least

in the second century from which the inscription probably
dates, would be an obvious point of entry for such visitors
from abroad and the strator no doubt provided them with
transport to London.”2 Another such statio is often
presumed at Irchester in North amptonshire, but the strator
there is recorded by his tombstone which he apparently set
up for himself, strongly implying that Irchester was his

home.73

Hispania Ulterior Baetica

In 27 BC Augustus reorganized the longest-settled part
of Spain south and east of the river Anas into a senatorial
province without a legion, entitled Hispania Ulterior
Baetica: the governor was a proconsul, probably based at

Corduba.?% No officiales are known from Baetica with the

exception of a speculator buried at Italiica; the tombstone

is, of course, no evidence for any sort of statio, and it

is nct even certain that the man was a speculator of the

governor of Baetica or indeed of any Spanish governor.”®

132



Lusitania

In 27 BC Augustus divided northern Spain into two army
areas, Lusitania and Tarraconensis, and some time later,
after the conquest of the northern part of the Iberian
peninsula, organized the region west of the Anas, north to
the Durius and east to Salamanca into the province of
Lusitania under a praetorian legate and without a legion.?®

Hardly any officiales are attested from the province, none

of them certainly members of the province's officium. The

capital lay at Emerita, a veteran colony founded by
Augustus in 25 BC, although the site of the governor's
palace is unknown.7”

The only bf cos attested at the capital is a 70-year

old veteran of lepgic VI Victrix, L. Maelonius Aper, buried

here by his freedmen and freedwomen; the tombstone is
clearly of early date, as signalled by the funerary

formulae employed.”® Legio VI Victrix was based in Spain

in the first half of the first century AD and stationed
some 30 Km south of Asturica in northern Hispania Citerior
until transferred to Germania Inferior in 69/70; it was

awarded the cognomina Pia Fidelis Dcocmitiana for its loyalty

during the revolt of Saturninus in AD 89. the last name
being dropped on the death of Domitian in 96.7® Given that

the legion is called leg. VI Vic. P.F. on the inscription,

the date of its erection should be after 96, though the
early formulae should suggest not very long after. Since
the bf cos died at the age of 70 it is possible that, if he
was recruited at the usual age of between 18 and 23, he had
served his full 25 years in Spain, in which case his
retirement at Emerita would strongly suggest that he served

the governor of Lusitania, although the governor of
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Tarraconensis is another possibility. On the other hand,

the use on the inscription of cognomina not granted to the

legion until 89 might suggest that the man was serving with
the legion after that date, in which case it is possible
that he was recruited in Spain whilst the legion was still
there and returned to Emerita, perhaps his home tcwn, on
retirement (he bears a Lusitanian name), but that he served

as beneficiarus of the governor of Germania Inferior after

the legion had moved on-®°

If this beneficiarus did indeed serve the governor of

Lusitania he will have been 'borrowed' either direct from
the legion in Hispania Citerior (Tarraconensis) or from the
governor of that province; in Lusitania he would have been
serving a governor of praetorian rank but, even though on
the suggested dating of the inscription it would provide
one of the earliest examples of the title bf cos, it is
clear from other examples that even at this early date the

term consularis could be employed indiscriminately for

consulars and praetorians simply to mean governor.®?

The only other officialis recorded at Emerita was a

frumentarius of legio VI] Gemina who erected an altar to

Mithras there in AD 155. I1f, as seems in this case veryv
likelv, the man was serving on the staff of the governor of
Lusitania, it is clear that at this date the latter's —

officium was supplied from the single legion then in Spain

which was stationed in Tarraconensis at Ledn; this would
provide an excellent parallel for the proposed service of

the bf cos of VI Victrix at Emerita.®?

No stationes outside the capital are attested in

Lusitania.®®



Hispania Citerior Tarraconensis

i) The Capital

Tarraccnensis was made into an army area by Augustus
in 27 BC and was, after 19 BC, always governed by a
consular legate based at the Caesarian colony of Tarraco.
Seven legions were involved in the conquest, of which four
were quickly withdrawn, the three remaining being reduced

to two in AD 43 and one, legio VI Victrix, in 63. After

the upheavals of 69/70 the province was eventually left

with a single legion, VII Gemina, sometime after AD 74; it

was based at Leén, over 700 km away from Tarraco in north-
western Spain, although a vexillation of the legion was
stationed at the capital.®?

At Tarraco the governor's palace has been identified
as a huge rectangular building 180 m by 130 m situated on
the middle terrace of the Roman city. An inscription has
been found erected by the governor T. Flavius Titianus

(199-202 or 205-8) and dedicated genio praetorii

consularis.®®

Inscriptions recording officiales, all of the late

second or early third century, include a dedication by an

£

adiutor pbprincipis, possiblv. though not certainlv, of a

princeps praetorii, implying the existence of such an

cfficer at the head of the governor's officium.®® —~

A dedication of 202-5 was erected in honour of the

governor Q. Hedius Lollianus Gentianus by two cornicularii,

two commentarienses and ten speculatores, providing

important evidence for the numbers of these grades to be

found in an officium (see Ch. III pp. 38, 40, 42).°7

Another inscription apparently in honour of the governor

was erected by a cornic(ularius) off(icii) eius®® and
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another cornicul(arius) cos is recorded on a tombstone.®®

A tombstone of a c.i. leg(ati) Aug(usti) pr(o praetore or

provinciae) H(ispaniae) C(iterioris) c(larissimi) v(iri)

may also record a cornicularius®®

A commentariensis ab actis civilibus is uniquely

recorded here, also on a tombstone; he was presumably
entrusted specifically with the recording of civil cases

whilst his colleague, the second commentariensis, was no

doubt concerned with criminal trials (see Ch. III pp. 40-

41).°* Another tombstone was erected for a com. L. VII

G.F. quaestionario, possibly a commentariensis promoted

from quaestionarjius, but, since the inscription was erected

by a friend, the correct reading could be com(ilitoni).®=®

The tombstone of a speculator of legio VII Gemina

Felix was erected here by seven of his colleagues®® and

another speculator, also recorded, on his own tombstone, as

commentariensis ab actis civilibus (see above), erected the

tombstone of a fellow-townsman (municeps) who was a bf

cos;®% a third speculator is recorded on a fragmentary

inscription, apparently also a tombstone.®*®
Four tombstones from Tarraco were eracted for

frumentarii, one of them a centurio frumentarius who

therefore probably served in the Castra Peregrina at Rome
(see Ch. III pp. 49-50) as well as at Tarraco®®; another

two died in the rank of frumentarius®?, whilst one of the

bbff ccs buried at Tarraco is recorded as having previously

served as frumentarius of legio VII Gemina (see below) and

so had probably served here in that capacity.®®

Two further tombstones of frumentarii of VII Gemina

who will have done at least some of their service in that

capacil1ty at ‘lTarraco are Known tfrom outside the province.
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One is the fragmentary tombstone of a man buried at
Cologne, capital of Germania Inferior, probably in the
third century who served in Spain as a soldier of VII

Gemina, was made frumentarius, probably in the same legion,

and was then promoted probably to cornicularius of a

tribune of legio I Minervia, the legion at Bonn.®® The

other tombstone was found at Kornberg in Austria and may
have come from nearby Bedaium (Seebruck) in Noricunm,
although another suggestion is that it was moved from Pons
Aeni (Pfaffenhofen), the Norican-Raetian frontier post only
12 km away. Since the inscription is a tombstone it is of
course no good evidence for a statio, but the possibility
remains that the man was serving in one of these two
provinces; in this case he will have gone to the Castra
Peregrina in Rome from Tarraco (see Ch. III pp. 49-53) and
been detached to the province from there.*°°

Two stratores of the governor are also recorded at

Tarraco. One, a soldier of VII Gemina Felix, perhaps from

Bracara, erected a votive altar to Minerva pro salut(e)

collegio (sic) strato(rum), and so was presumably a strator

himself.*2* The other erected an hcnerary inscription to
Tib. Claudius Candidus, one of Severus' generals during the
latter's rise to power and the first governor of
Tarraconensis following the victory at Lugdunum in 197,
appointed to secure the province. The dedicator was

formerly hastatus leg(ionis) X Geminae, the legion then

based at Vienna in Pannonia Superior, and had evidently

served with Candidus between 193 and 197 in the exercitus

Ilyrici of which, the inscription records, the latter was

dux; it would appear that he came with Candidus to Tarraco
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in 197 to serve as strator eius, obviously as centurio

stratorum in view of his previous rank.?*°2

Finally, a centurion of legio VII Gemina Felix, who

was praepositus simul et campidoctor of the equites

singulares of the governor, erected an altar to Mars

Campestris pro sal(ute) Imp(eratoris) M. Aur(elii) Commodi

et equit(um) sing(ularium) on 1 March 182.*°°

No fewer than twelve bbff cos are reccrded on

inscriptions from Tarraco, all tombstones of the late
second and early third century; one was erected by a bf cos
for himself and his wife?®°¢, another for a veteran bf cos
by his wife?°®, another by his heir for a bf cos who came
from Toledo and died aged 42 years.?°® A bf cos, together
with another man, also erected the tombstone of a verna

Tarraconensis, a city slave, whom they describe as

colleg(a).2*°7

Four more of the tombstones can be dated to sometime
before AD 197, the year of the battle of Lugdunum, when

legio VII Gemina, which already had the cognomen Felix

(perhaps since the campaign of Clemens in Upper Germany (AD
72/3) just before the legion moved to Spain), was granted
the additional cognomen Pia for its loyalty to Severus.°®

One was erected for a bf cos by his fellow-townsman, a

speculator of the same legion (see above)?*°®, one for a man

who died aged 37 by his wife*?*°, and the other two for
veterans, one of them from the colony of Sicca Veneria in
Africa Proconsularis, by their wives.,?*?*?

Four other of the tombstones can be dated to after
197. One was erected to the deceased's memory by his
wife,**2 gnother for a man who died aged 41 after 24 years

sevice by a woman who describes him as hospiti
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benemerenti,**® and another for a man who was a citizen of

Asturica and died aged 45 after 23 (?) years service, by
his freedman.*®** The last, of a bf cos who had served as a

frumentarius, has already been mentioned; the man came from

the colony of Italica in Baetica, was probatus in leg(ione)

VI Ferraf[t)a)l, a legion then stationed in Syria

Palaestina, and then returned to Spain when he was

tra[ns}latus frum(entarius) in leg(ionem) VII G.P.F., and

was finally factus [bf] cos; he died aged 40 after 21 years

of service.2*18

Unusually, bbff cos are also attested at Tarraco in a

literary scurce, the Passio Fructuosi, which records the

martyrdom of Fructuosus, bishop of Tarraco, who was
arrested there with two deacons in AD 259 by six bbff of
the governor, Aemilianus, and later‘executed at the hands

of the same beneficiarii by burning at the stake.2?*®

One further bf cos may be mentioned here, known from
his tombstone at Nemausus (Nimes) in Gallia Narbonensis

which was erected for him as beneficiari lIunii Omulli

consular(is) cura T. Vitrasi Pollion(is) legati Augl(usti);:

Junius Omullus was governor of Tarraconensis c¢.AD 133 anc
T. Virasius Pollio apparently legate of the man‘s legion,

VII Gemina Felix. The fact that it was the latter who

erected the inscription perhaps implies that the man died
on official business, possibly en route from Tarraco to
Lugdunum.**7

ii) The Statio

Only two bbff cos are attested in Tarraconensis

outside the capital, both on inscriptions of the second or

third century, but one of them from the man's tombstone,

139



erected by his brother at Emporiae (Ampurias), 120 km
north-east of Barcelona.**®

The other bf cos dedicated an exedram cum bas(i) at

his own expense at what he explicitly states to be a statio
at Segisamo (Sasamébn), the only statio attested in
Spain.**® The beginning of the inscription is fragmentary

but is probably to be read as genio] sta[tiloni[s]

Segisamonensium.*2®° Segisamo was a town of the Turmogi,

perhaps a tribe of the Vaccaei, and a highly important
strategic site in northern Spain; it was used by Augustus
as his headquarters for the conquest of the area, and was

later the base of legio IV Macedonica (or adjacent to it)

until the legion moved to Germania Superior in AD 43.122
It also lay at the crossing of a number of important routes
and, significantly, on the main road between the provincial

capital and what was, after ¢c.74, the base of legio VII

Gemina, some 565 km from the former and 145 km from the

latter.*22

Gallia Narbonensis

Gallia Narbonensis, having been constituted a province
by Augustus in 27 BC was then “returned' to the senate in
22 BC and governed by a proconsul at Narbo; it is thought
by some that during the second century, probably under —
Antoninus Pius, Nemausus (Nimes) succeded Narbo as the

capital.*®® The site of the governor's praetorium is not

certainly known in either city.*24

Unfortunately, no certain officiales of the province

are known and only three of the officiales attested within

it could really have served in the officium of the

proconsul. A tragmentary inscripticen trom Narbo mentions a
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corniculafrius*2®, but it is not clear that the man served

the governor and if the inscription dates, as it may, to
the period after the governor had moved to Nemausus, it is

not even likely. A speculator of legio VIII who died aged

28 is recorded on a tombstone from Ampus c¢.35 km north-west
of Forum Iulii (Fréjus) and may also have served the

proconsul, but could as easily have served in the officium

at Lugdunum or that at Mainz in Germania Superior.*®® And a

possible optio prfincipis] ex praef[torio?], possibly of the

proconsul, was buried at Dea Augusta Vocontiorum (Die).*2”7

Other officiales are attested in Narbonensis but

served in other provinces. The earliest was a probably

pre-Claudian speculato(r) of legio XXI buried at La Grande

Lauzade; the man's tribe, Teretina, suggests that his origo
was Arles and that La Grande Lauzade, probably his home,

was in the territory of the city. Legio XXI (Rapax) was at

this period stationed at Vetera in the Lower German
military area so that he was probably attached to the

officium of the Lower German army commander.?*®® Another

was a soldier of cohors I Urbana, a unit stationed at

Lugdunum in the later first century, who was uwuried at
Genava at the end of the first century and whose tombstone

there records that he was successively beneficiarius and

cornicularius of various gocvernors of Lugdunensis between

c.AD 77 and 88 (see pp. 145-6)*2° A beneficiarius of Iunius

Omullus, governor of Hispania Tarraconensis c¢. AD 133, was
commemorated at Nemausus by the legate of his legion, VII
Gemina having perhaps died en route from Tarraco to
Lugdunum. *2°

Yet another bf cos, of legio VIII Augusta, erected a

tombstone together with his wife in the late second/early
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third century for their young son, who died aged 1 year 2
months and 7 days, at Antipclis where the couple's home
presumably lay (the baby's origo, however, is given as
Forum Iulii (?)); although the man was evidently from
Narbonensis he will have served either the governor of
Lugdunensis or that of Germania Superior.*®®* Finally, a

beneficiarius of legio XX Britannica (sic), who had served

either the governor or procurator of Britain, was
commemorated at Nimes by his mother after his death at the

age of 31 years 5 months and 26 days.2®2

Aquitania

Aquitania became a separate imperial province under
Augustus, either in 27 BC or 16-13 BC, with the praetorian
governor based, at least by the third century, at Burdigala

(Bordeaux).*®® No bbff cos or any other officiales are

known from the capital or anywhere else in Aquitania,

although the existence of such officiales is proved by a

single inscription erected under Caracalla (AD 212-17) at
Interamna in Italy in honour of L. Iulius JIulianus, a

former legatus Aug(usti) pro pr{aetore) prrovinciae

Agquijtaniae by the officiales eius provinciae Aguitaniae.*®%

Gallia Lugdunensis =

Gallia Lugdunensis became a separate imperial province
under Augustus at the same time as Aguitania and Belgica
either in 27 BC or 16-13 BC, and was placed under the
control of a praetorian governor even though members of the
Imperial House continued from time to time to administer

all Gaul. The capital lay at Lugdunum (Lyon) and the

governor probably resided at the supposed Augustan Imperial
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Palace situated north of the forum of the city.*®® From the
early first century AD he had a garrison at his disposal in
the city (first attested under Tiberius) to protect the
mint situated there (XIII 1499). Under Tiberius the

garrison consisted of cohors XIII Urbana , whose barracks

apparently lay in the south of the city near the theatre

district; it changed to cohors XVII Urbana under Claudius

(perhaps simply a change in the numbering of the cohorts
after Tibering increased their overall number), and perhaps

to cohors XVIII Urbana under Nero if Tacitus is correct

(Hist. I, 64). Under the Flavians it became cohors I

Flavia Urbana, providing a garrison of 1200 men accocrding

to Josephus (Bell. Jud. II, 16, 4) which was replaced by

cohors XIII Urbana from Carthage under Hadrian. After this

cohort had supported Albinus in 197, Severus replaced it
with vexillations of all the four German legions, although

the two legions of Germania Inferior, that is I Minervia

and XXX Ulpia Victrix, are most frequently represented in

the epigraphic evidence.*®®® It was from the Lugdunum
garrison, it would appear, that the governor drew his

officiales, as perhaps did the governors of Narbonensis,

Aquitania and Belgica.*®7

Two cornicularii are attested at Lugdunum, one on a

third-century tombstone where he is recorded as a veteran

of legio VIII Augusta and ex cornuc(lario) praesidis

provinciae Lugduncnsis*®®®, and another probable one on a

fragmentary second or third century memorial erected during
his lifetime for himself and, apparently, his deceased
brother and sister (?); since his brother appears to have

been a speculator and certainly, therefore, a member of the

governor's orricium, 1t 1S quilte possible that he also
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served there, although he designates himself simply

cornucl (arius).*®® Another, certain, cornicularius of the

governor of Lugdunensis in the Flavian period is recorded
on his tombstone at Genava (see below).2%°

Two commentarienses are attested at Lugdunum, one on

an altar recording the dedication of a shrine to Dea
Fortuna on 13 February 221 by a man who had been promoted

from the rank of speculator,*%?* the other on a third-

century votive plaque dedicated Deo Invicto (i.e. to

Mithras) by a man promoted from frumentarius.**?

Another frumentarius is attested who certainly served

at Lugdunum but is commemorated on a poor-quality
inscription, apparently erected by the man's freedman, at
Heraclea Pontica in Bithynia on the shore of the Black Sea.
The inscription tells us that he was from the civitas of

the Veliocasses (?) in Lugdunensis and was Aeytaves NpUTAS
1 ? T

. ) ’
M ey €p D L) dg;\muMev'ro,\j)lS AYyoustoS (8ic) YN dioas N euydouvou .
v T 7 v i

The title frumentarius of Augustus is very rare but is not

a surprising description for a man who would have served in
Rome at the Castra Peregrina (see Ch. III pp. 48-50). The

cqually odd phrase ylpas Nouwdobuou has been taken to imply
7N 1

that the man had some sort of special responsibility for
the territory around Lugdunum, but it is not clear what
such a responsibility would entail and it is hardly
credible that such a lowly officer had any sort of
territorial responsibility for a city as important and well
endowed with military and civilian officials as Lugdunum.
The phrase is probably no more than a rather odd expression
in a generally rather oddly-phrased inscription to indicate

where this frumentarius of a German legion actually

performed his duties.*?®®
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Other officiales recorded at Lugdunum include a

veteran of legio VIII who served, as his second or third

century tombstone tells us, as an immunis consularis,

possibly in Lugdunensis, although such officers are
attested otherwise mostly in the two German provinces2<?¢,

and another soldier of VIII Augusta who appears on a

tombstone of similar date, as bf trib(uni)

sexm(estris).*4®

Only one possible bf cos, apparently a veteran, is
recorded at Lugdunum, on a tombstone, but the inscription
is very badly damaged and neither the man's legion nor rank
is clear; he was, however, evidently a Thracian and
commemorated by a man who can possibly be identified as
another Thracian, perhaps his brother, attested at Rome as

a scldier of legic I Italica promoted to cohors II

Praetoria 1468 There was also found at Lugdunum a

pyramidal sculptured stone depicting a lance-head with a
small disc either side of the peint and the letters B and F
carved within the discs, obviously a depiction of a
“benefiziarierlanze' (Fig 1.12; see Appendix I), perhaps
from the memorial of a bf cos who served here.*>¢”

A certain beneficiarius of the governor of the

Lugdunensis, and one of the earliest bbff cos attested in

the empire, is recorded on his tombstone of AD 96-8 at —
Genava in Narbonensis (see above p. 141). The stone
records that he died, evidently sometime during the reign

of Nerva, as a centurion of cohors I Urbana, at that time

stationed at Lugdunum (see above), having first joined the

unit as a miles in 73, become beneficiar(ius) Tettieni

Sereni leg. Aug. in 79 (?),and cornicular(ius) Corneli

Gallicani leg. Aug. equestrib{(us) stipendils 1n 83, served
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item Minici Rufi legati Aug., and then been promoted

evocatus Augi{usti) in 88 and centurio in 90.2<°

No stationes are attested in Lugdunensis.

Gallia Belgica

Like Aquitania and Lugdunensis, Gallia Belgica became
a separate imperial province under Augustus in either 27 BC
or 16-13 BC, with a praetorian governor based at
Durocortorum (Reims); the palace may have been situated in
the area of the later Cathedral. At some date he may
pessibly have moved tec Trier where the provincial
procurater, who also had financial responsibility for the
two German army areas and, later , provinces, had been
based since the first century AD at least.?*<®

The move of the governor to Trier is implied by an
altar erected in the third century by a veteran soldier to
Mercury, at the latter's shrine at Niederemmel, 25 km from
Trier, which he had evidently vowed to the god whilst

serving as cornliculafrius prlaesid[is prov(inciae)]

Belg(icae).*5°

The only other certain officialis of the province

appears on a first- or second-century inscription from
Eporedia in northern Italy, erected by at least fifteen

—

men, most with Greek cognomina and therefore probably

freedmen, who were perhaps Augustales or members cf a

D

religious collegium; amongst these men is recorded a P.

Septicius Varus mil(es) benef(iciarius) leg(ati) Aug(usti)

provinc(iae) Belgic(ae), who was presumably included in

this group as a native of the city.*=?
Another bf cos is recorded on a tombstone of the

second or third century, erected by his brother for
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himself, his wife and the beneficiarius, on the plateau of

the Donjon des Comtes near Namur; the beneficiarius may

have served in Belgica or, just as likely, in one of the
Gallic or German provinces, since neither his precvince nor

his legion is specified.?*®%

Germania Inferior

i) The Capital

After the Varian disaster of AD 9 the strengthened
Rhine army was divided into two military commands, each
with four legions and corresponding auxiliaries under a
consular commander.*®® The legions were concentrated at

Vetera (Xanten), the winter quarters of V _Alaudae and XXI

Rapax, and Cologne (apud aram Ubiorum), winter quarters of
I and XX and it would appear from Tacitus that during the
campaigns of Germanicus (AD 13-17) A. Caecina Severus, the
consular commander, was based at the former, whilst
Germanicus was based at the latter.*®* No doubt after the
departure of Germanicus the consular commander divided much
of his time between the two camps, but it is clear that,

despite the departure of the two legions in the 30's, one
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after the marriage of the emperor Claudius to Agrippina,
daughter of Germanicus, who was born at Cologne, the city
was granted the status of a veteran colony as Colonia
Claudia Ara Agrippinensium.*®®

A great palace was built for the governor , close to
the new eastern wall of the city and overlooking the Rhine.
It overlay and incorporated a building which was probably

the principia of the Tiberian double-legionary camp.*®®
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This was where A. Vitellius, commander of the Lower German
army, was proclaimed emperor by his troops in 69 and where
Traian, probably governor of the province of Germania
Inferior, which had been established with Superior by
Domitian between 82 and 90, learned of the death of Nerva
in 98.*®7 After the Dacian wars the new province was

finally left with only two legions, I Minervia at Bonn and,

from 119, the recently raised XXX Ulpia Victrix at Vetera,

these remaining until the end of the third century at
least.*°®

In about 180 there was a major reconstruction of the
palace on the west side, and possibly connected with this
phase is an inscription found nearby erected by an

otherwise unknown governor: Dis Conservatorib(us) Q.

Tarquitius Catulus leg. Aug. cuiu(s) cura praeto[rlium in

ruina[m colnlapsum ad [no}lvam facie[m est] restitutum.2°®®

This palace was probably a residence of Gallienus during
his campaigns against the Franks (254-9) and of the

emperors of the Imperium Galliarum (260-73). The building

was severely damaged by fire in the early fourth century

and rebuilt on the same foundations, with part of the

~ - - o wm e

reconstructed palace surviving to the Frankish period 16°

Even without the abundant literary evidence and that
of the great palace, we could be certain that Cologne
served as capital of the province of Germania Inferior in
the second and third centuries from the numerous

inscriptions found here recording officiales. These

include memorials and dedications recording a speculator,

two centurions in charge of stratores and pedites

singulares (one on a dedication found across the river at
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Deutz), four singulares consularis and a victimarius (?),

spanning a period from 80/100 to 190/2 and after.*©?
In addition some thirteen or perhaps fifteen

beneficiarii ccnsularis are attested at Cologne and one

more immediately across the Rhine at Deutz (Divitia).
Seven (or eight) appear on votive altars, four of thenm
dated 179, 225, 232 and 31 July or 1 August 239, all of

them dedicated IOM, all but one et genio loci, and most pro

se et suis, one with the inclusion Serapi and two prefaced

In h(onorem) d(omus) d(ivinae).*®2 Another was dedicated

In h d d dis d<at>eabus omnibus...pro [se] et suis

omni[bus] emerita statione<m> on 1 September of an unknown

year, which implies either that the man occupied a statio
at Cologne, perhaps the possible statio on or near the St.
Georg Church site discussed below, or that, contrary to
normal practice, he chose to mark the end of his tour of
duty elsewhere after he had returned to the <capital.?*®®
Across the river at Deutz was found another votive

dedication IOM et genio loci...pro se et suis, but not in

situ, so that it may have been transported.?*©<
The remaining bbff appear on tombstones ,all of the
secend cr third centuries. One was erected by a bf cosg of

I Minervia for his father, another for a veteran bf cos of

XXX Ulpia Victrix by his daughter and freedman; three more

are fragmentary and only probably record bbbff cos, one of

them erected for the man's wife.*®® Yet another tombstone
was erected after AD 233 for a veteran bf cos who was

equestris militiae petitor by his son, wife and friends.?*®°®

One further inscription from Cologne may have recorded

a bf cos, a fragmentary dedication IOM et genio loci built

into the Caesarius Oratorium of the St. Georg church which
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is situated to the east of the road which led out of the
south gate of the colonia.*®” This inscription, so similar
to most of the bf dedicaticns found at Cologne, has been
associated with a square building of the Claudian-to-
Flavian period situated under the church, in one room of
which were found two swords, and which has been identified
as a statio, in particular by H. von Petrikovits who
compares the shape of the building to that of the late-
Roman burgi which he sees as descendants of the bf

stationes.*®® However, a Claudian-to-Flavian building 1is

very early for such a function, no statio being
epigraphically attested at so early a date anywhere in the
empire*®® and the identification is far from certain.

Nevertheless, the unusual reference to emerita statione<m>

on another inscription found nearby*”°® makes it possible
that the St. Georg church dedication did come from a statio
in the vicinity. On the possible purpose of such a statio
see Ch. V p. 269.

ii) The Stationes

The majority of the stationes attested in Germania

Inferior were situated on the long limes road running along
the left bank of the Rhine.272
Alceng the lower reaches no good evidence for any bf

stationes has as yet been discovered. A statio has been”

postulated at Alphen-Zwammerdam, but this suggestion seems
to be little more than a guess based on finds indicating
some sort of military presence which need not be associated

with bbff cos at all.?*?”2 The possible existence of three

stationes further upstream may be indicated by some

uncertain epigraphic evidence. There may have been a

statio at Rindern, usually identified with the Harenatio of
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the Antonine Itinerary (which attests an ala-fort there

T e
although no archaeological traces have been found) and the

Arenatio of the Peutinger Table?73; two incomplete votive

inscriptions were found at this site dedicated to Dea

Vagdaver Custis, one dated AD 213 and the other erected by

a soldier of legio XXX Ulpia VIctrix, but neither was

certainly set up by a bf cos and there appears to be no
room for the rank on the legionary's dedication.®*7%

Another incomplete stone, dedicated IOM et genio loci, at

Quaalburg (Quadriburgium), the next settlement 6 km to the
south, may have been set up by a bf cos*?®; Quaalburg was
settled in the first and second centuries but does not
appear to have had any sort of fortification until c.
260.*7® At Burginatium (Altkalkar), 10 km from Quaalburg,
which was the site of an ala-fort and vicus from perhaps
the Augustan period up to the fourth century,*®”7 a
fragment of an inscription may indicate another statio.*7®

Although it would not be surprising to find stationes in

any of these places, none of these can be claimed as such
with any degree of certainty.

The first statio for which we do have good evidence is
attested at Vetera, 17 km from Burginatium; here a votive
inscription of the 2nd/2rd century was found in the Birten

T——

area dedicated IOM et genio loci...pro se et suis by,

apparently, two bbff cos.*”® Vetera was, of course, the

site of the fortress of legio XXX Ulpia Victrix.**®=°

At Moers-Asberg (Asciburgium), 26 km frcm Vetera, a
stone of AD 230 dedicated IOM, and perhaps another
inscription, record a further statio.*®* Here, the local
ala had departed at the end of the first century and finds

in the vicus only come down to the end of the second
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century, so that the place may have been otherwise
uninhabtited befcre the construction of a late-Roman burgus
nder Valentinian I (AD 364-75).122

A doubtful static has been postulated at Krefeld-
Gellep (Gelduba), about 15 km from Moers-Asberg, the site
of an early-Flavian ala-fort held until the end of the 4th
century and a contemporary vicus held until the early 4th
century, and another at Neuss (Novaesium), about 11 km
further along the limes; this was the site of a cohort-fort
from the middle of the second century until the fourth
century and of a vicus which originated alongside the
legionary fortress given up in the Trajanic period and
survived into the fourth century.2*®® The evidence for
Krefeld-Gellep is a very fragmentary dedication by no means
certainly set up by a bf cos?*®*, and for Neuss a tombstone
probably from there but moved 6 km away across the Rhine to
Disseldorf, erected for his sister and wife by a b]f

leg(ionis) I M(inerviae) c(onsularis?)*®®; a more likely

reading is c(uravit) and in any case a man's wife and

sister were more likely to be commemorated at his home-town
than at nis statio.

A more likely static lay at Dormagen (Durneomagus) 14km
from Neuss, though again attested by a fragmentary vective
inscription.*®® Dormagen was the site of an ala-fort with
a vicus from the end of the first until the fourth
century.?*®”

After Cologne, 22 km south of Dormagen, the next
attested statio lay at Bonn (Bonna), 25 km south of the

capital, headquarters of legio I Minervia from 83 until

295, the camp itself being occupied from the thirties AD

until the fourth century.*®® Seven altars erected by bbff
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cos are known from here, three of the late second or early
third century and four others dated 182, 205, 214 and 233.
Of the undated inscriptions one is fragmentary and was

erected pro se [et suis], another is a fragmentary votive

altar dedicated IOM, and the third comes from the local

shrine of the Matres Aufaniae and was a votive altar

erected by two bbff cos.*®®® The altars of 205 and 233, one

votive and both erected pro se et suis, also came from the

shrine to the Matres Aufaniae®®®; those of 182 and 214 were

dedicated IOM et genio loci, the latter also dis

d(eabus)g{ue) omnibus, the first jussu, by a soldier of

legio XXX U(lpia) V(ictrix), and the second as a votive pro

se et suis.*®®* Another votive altar was erected here on 25

September 5. 260, under the recently proclaimed Imperium

Galliarum, by three army officers, one of them an immunis

consularis (see Ch. III p. 47).*®2 Three stratores cos are

also recorded at Bonn on a votive altar dedicated

Folrtun[ae He]lrcu[li in the reign of Caracalla (212-17).?®°

The next attested statio lay 22 km further along the
limes at Remagen (Rigomagus), the site of a cohort-fort and

vicus from the first to the late third century, and of a

Late Rcoman fortification.*®® The gstatio is attested by
eight inscriptions, five of the late second or early third

centuries and three others of c¢c. 151/2 or c. 180, of 190
and of 242. Of the undated inscriptions, one is very

fragmentary and was dedicated IOM ? et dis de]labusjque

omnibJus...pro [se et suis, another was a votive

inscription dedicated IOM by a soldier of legio 1

M(inervia) P.F., and a third was a votive dedication I0OM et

genio loci ... pro se et (suis) by a bf cos in conjunction

with a centurion of legio XXX Ulpia?®®; the two others were
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found 3 km from Remagen at Oberwinter but almost certainly

represent the same statio; both were dedicated Herculi, one
as a votive, which implies that they came from a shrine of

Hercules situated there.*®® (0f the other inscriptions one

is dated only by the fact that it was a votive dedication

IOM? et] genio loci [fl]lumini Rhe[no] by a bf Salvi

[Iul]iani cos; this may refer to the governor of c. 151/2

or possibly to one of c. 180.*®7 Another votive altar was

dedicated IOM et genio loci et Rheno in 190, and in 242 an

altar was dedicated Deo S[cli?].*°®®

A final statio on the limes road before it crosses
into Germania Superior has been presumed on the north bank
of the Vinxtbach at Ad Fines, 10 km south of Remagen; the
Vinxtbach marked the boundary between the two German
provinces and flowed into the Rhine opposite the point at
which the Upper German limes met the river.*®® C(Certainly

there was a bf statio on the south bank of the stream in

Germania Superior2°°, but the only evidence for one on the

north bank is a votive dedication Finibus et genio loci et

IOM erected by two milites of legio XXX who have been taken

to be subordinates of the presumed bf cos in charge of the
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ever commanded detachments of soldiers at their staticnes,

and the inscription is more likely evidence simply for the
presence of a legionary vexillation here.®°®
There may have been at least one other statio on the

limes road, represented by a votive altar of unknown

provenance somewhere near the Rhine dedicated In h d d dis

deab(us)q(ue) omnib(us) Matribus Vapthiabus et genio loci

by a C. Tauricius Verus bf cos who also erected an altar at
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Bonn and was buried as a veteran and equestris militiae

petitor at Cologne.=2°°

Several other bf stationes have been postulated in the

interior of Germania Inferior: at Rossum on the Leyden-
Nijmegen road along the Waal; at Cuijk, Tegelen and
Melenborg on the Nijmegen-Tongeren road along the Maas; at
Viller Mithle on a Mass-Quaaburg (?) road; at Herongen,
Wankum, Wachtendonk and Aldekerk on a Maas-Cale (?) road;
at Heerlen and JlUlich on the Bavai-Cologne road; and at
Zilpich and Lechenich on the Trier-Cologne road.2°%
However, the evidence at all of these places except
Melenborg and ZUulpich consists entirely of finds of
military tile-stamps which cannot be necessarily linked

with bbff cos but only with a possible military presence of

some sort. Neither is the epigraphic evidence cited for bf

stationes at Melenborg and Zllpich cogent; there is no good

reason to believe that the centurion who made a dedication
to Mars Halamardus at Melenburg was a promoted bf cos2°5,

nor are the dedication Quadrubiis and those made by milites

of I Minervia at Zllpich any indication of the presence of

such an officer.2°°

Scund evidence exists for only a very few stationes in
the interior. Two of them are recorded on one of the main
——

routes linking Cologne with Trier2°7, seat of the
Procurator of Belgica and the Two Germanies, who probably
had charge of supply for the German armies, and perhaps
also, in the third century, of the governor of Belgica.2°®
The first statio lay at the village of Belgica vicus
(Billig), 57 km from Cologne, which, to judge by its name,
at one time lay on the boundary between Germania Inferior

and the province of Belgica.2®°® The statio is attested by
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a single votive altar dedicated IOM et genio loci...pro se

et suis.®**® The other statio lay another 18 km along the
road towards Trier, probably at Marmagen (Marcomagus),
which appears in the Antonine Itinerary, although it is
attested by nine inscriptions found 2.5 km away off the
line of the road near Nettersheim®**; since all the
inscriptions with legible dedications were set up to the

Matres Aufaniae, there was almost certainly a shrine to the

goddesses there. Of the inscriptions two of the late
second or early third centuries were not precisely datable
but were surmounted, as all the stones may have been, by a
sculptured scene of the three Matres with evidence of their
fruitfulness; one was very fragmentary and the other was a
votive dedication which recorded that the bf cos had been

serving iterata statione.®?>2 A third inscription should be

datable as having been dedicated by a bf Novi Prisci

legati, but the identity of the governor is difficult to
establish and he could be the suffect consul of 152 or of
165/8 or, as has most recently been suggested, a third
consular of the late second or early third century.®*® The
earliest of the inscriptions which can be precisely dated

was erected in 1986 by a soldier of legio I M{inerviae) P.F.

pro se et suis.®*® A fragmentary votive altar was erected

S

here pro se et] suis in 206, probably by a bf cos, as

probably was another, perhaps in 208.2*% A votive altar

was dedicated In h d d Deabus Aufanis ... pro se et suis in

218 and another Deabus Aufanis pro salute Invicti Antonini

Augusti, perhaps in the reign of Elagabalus (218-22).22e
The latest dated inscription was a votive altar dedicated

pro se et suis in 227.217
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Off the line of the same road, a statio is attested at
Iversheim, 6 km south of Belgica vicus, by a votive altar

dedicated IOM et Miner[vae by an immunis consularis of

legio XXX U(lpia) V(ictrix) Gordiana in 240.2*® Jversheinm

was the site of lime kilns operated by the Lower German
army, as attested by finds of such kilns, near some of
which the inscription itself was discovered, and by various
inscriptions set up between 145 and 222/35 by men from

vexillations of legio I Minervia®?®; the immunis perhaps

acted as liaison with the governor's officium to allow

control of production and distribution of the material.

A final statio may be attested at Aachen (Aquae
Granni) by a fragmentary votive altar found in the city
near the Blichelthermen.®2° However, since the city, in
addition to being a route centre, served, like Bath {(Aquae
Sulis) in Britannia, as a spa and rest resort for the
military, the dedicator may very well have been on leave
during his stay.=®2?

One further inscription from Germania Inferior records
a veteran bf cos who in 223 dedicated a votive altar In_h d

d Dieae] [Nehl]alenniae...pro se et suis at the shrine of

(>3

the geoddess at Zierikzee in Zeeland; he is probably
identical with a serving bf cos who erected an altar at

Coclogne.=222

The governor's singulares are also known to have been

outposted, alongside vexillations of the Lower German
legions, to work at the Brohltal quarries just across the
Vinxtbach border in Germania Superior.®2® A centurion of

the singulares pedites of Acilius Strabo, governor of

Germania Inferior c¢c. 73/8, and another centurion of the

singulares pedites of Licinius Sura, governor at the end cof
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the fircet centurv, both dedicated voative altare h

B
B
)

Herculi Saxsano.=224

Germania Superior

i) The Capital

After AD 9 the military area of the Upper Rhine, like
that of the lower river, received a garrison of four
legions with auxiliaries and was placed under the command
of a separate consular commander.®2® There is no reason to
doubt that from the first he was principally based where
the main concentration of his army lay, at the two-legion
fortress of Mainz (Mogontiacum), although there is no
direct evidence for this.®2® Some support is provided for

the Julio-Claudian period by the tombstone of a speculator

of legio XIII who died here whilst in service; the legion

was stationed in Germany only between AD 9 and 45/6.227
Also, Tacitus tells us that in AD 69 the consular legate

Hordeonius Flaccus was resident at the base of legiones IV

and XXII which lay at Mainz.=22®

When Germania Superior was constituted a province c.
AD 85,22° Mainz evidently became the provincial capital.
After much reorganisation during the first century the
province was left after c. AD 101 with two legions, VIII

Augusta at Strasbourg (Argentorate) and XXII Primigenia at

Mainz where both remained until the 4th century.23° A
governor erected an honorary inscription (XIII 6807) at
Mainz under Elagabalus (AD 218-22).
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