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Warp (2021) for piano and orchestra

11 minutes approximately

Flute

Piccolo

Oboe

Cor Anglais
Clarinet (Bb)
Bass Clarinet (Bb)
Bassoon
Contrabassoon

4 Horns (F)

2 Trumpets (Bb)

2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion T Vibraphone
Large piece of scaffold (alternatively large anvil or other metallic object with a thick, dense
sound)

Percussion 2: Marimba

Harp

Solo Piano

Strings (double bass requires C extensions)

Commissioned by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra. First performed by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra with soloist
Joseph Havlat and conducted by Vimbayi Kaziboni on November 11t 2021.



Performance Notes

Time signatures

This piece uses irrational time signatures e.g.:

1/6 = one-third of a minim (half-note) or one crotchet (quarter-note) triplet

2/6 = two-thirds of a minim (half-note) or two crotchet (quarter-note) triplets

3/5 = three-fifths of a semibreve (whole note) or three crotchet (quarter-note) quintuplets

From rehearsal mark U to V, the solo piano and orchestra have the same number of beats and bars, though their
time signatures are different. These barlines are shared and should be used as a ‘sync’ point.

This is also the case from rehearsal mark V to W. From W the solo piano part is re-integrated to the orchestra’s meter.

Techniques

Woodwind marked with X' noteheads play multiphonics (marked in parts but free to change for a harsher, rougher

sound).
Timpani marked with ‘X' notehead should strike the drum in the centre, producing a ‘thud’ with no pitch.

Strings marked with a square notehead should play scratch tones produced e.g. by hard pressure or fingering a non-
speaking harmonic. There should be absolutely no pitch if possible. They are free to finger a different note than the
one notated to achieve this.

Programme Note

Warp is about paradoxes, about push and pull, about relationships between players and instruments and between a
soloist and an orchestra. I'm interested in the idea of a musical fabric — translating Einstein’s understanding of
spacetime as a dynamic fabric which can be moulded or warped by objects in the universe. Here, the orchestra is a
kind of fabric, a shifting set of geometric patterns that underpin the entire piece. As the music develops, this fabric is
simultaneously stretched and crushed, sped up and slowed down and twisted to its extremities while the piano sits in
the middle, a travelling spaceship inside a ‘warp drive’. The piano has its own journey, and by the end of the piece the
orchestra and soloist meet again, somewhere quite distant from the start.

Warp is dedicated to Barry, who | hope would have enjoyed listening to it.
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