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censug of 12d been nade 1647 sy
1t wee published in 1850,
groups' on which it was baged, under the heading of
indeterminate indigenmous' there sppesred as one item 'Penan
uh=glags on

funan' [Mookes, 1850,
Punan were o distinoet peovle;
by Ileach ap settled in

resumehly therefore “unen Beh) were &

for some yeason he considered for census purposes s one people.
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But later in the text they were gquated as 'Pensn (or seftled Hunan/’

T o~ % " Y L it .
{pp. 4581, though in the Tables they were sga

end Settled funen' but

incongiaten

was iated in the texi, buit there wes another discussion of

the an appendlx by Herrisson:

There ha 2n muach discussion as to whether
FMunang are the seme ag Third Uivision Penang













thig relationsghip,

(8) In no languspe of Borneo, so far as 1 have been sble to

L

1 | - | Ps— .
‘headwaters’ or "upriver’.

digeover, is the word punan used to msan
However, the Kaysn of the Baram do use the word puneng for the
source~aresa st the headwaters of a river. And the Wurut place-
nsme that Harrisson cites is actually Punang Trusan | Borneo
ivengelical #igsion map, 1849): it vrefers to the village at the
very headwaters of the Trussn river, the furut word for 'headwsters’

being punang (not o

* y ~ - .
{(4) In the one Bornean language in which punan ocours with a
non-ethnie referent (see below, pars,®) it wesns 'to ouerrel’' and

heg nothing to do with the hesdwaters or scurce of a river (the word

for which is fot) or with upriver (the word for which is davahi.

The word ‘Fensn' has no non~ethnie meening in any languege

of Borneo that I know of.

(8) T+ is impossible to show thet either 'Punan’ or 'Penan' has
been imposged unon any neovnle, and it is consequently unreas

8

£0 olaim that 1¢ is the arbitrariness of suech an imgposition that
























































































(oldey people in otler groups still speak of
thence to the Lajok, just sbove Long Takalot
were continuelly harressed and hunted by the Davawsn of the Linjer
end were eventually nersusdsd by Jange p Dobup hesdman, to enter
long Nyivung. thi # 8aid to have happened sbout
ime they ) from the Lajok into the
ary on the left bank of the lobang, Just below
Long Nyivung, snd it is after this stresm that they are nmed,

ihey were then very few, aml today number only elight sdults,

with the Sabup,.

tnother group of this branch (or whet

to this day Penan fpat by the Sabup end by

now settled with the Ssbup of long Nyivung, where the Yensn Baluwel
alego are. Their story is an interesting account of how a group,
after disasters at the hends of men and of nature, mey be led
gettle down and eventually disintegrete. For long they were in
the valley of the Psony river, neer the A1, upriver from the

Hurou, and under the dominestion of the Sobup heedmen of the
longhouse group, & man nsmed “ingen. There they

from hesdhunting Ihan, end in 1027 or thereaboutsa

by a severe epidemie that killed meny, so thai ey had no

any more’. 'hen came & third type of disester. Some time

















































of the Barsm sbove the Silet; Sara about 1920 in the Hujsn; and
e sbout 1932 in the Yaong.

Some of the dates in the upper levels of the genealogy might
reagonably be pushed further beck, posseibly meking the year of
Peng’'s birth to be as long age se the end of the eighteenth century.
liow many generations elspsed between that date amd the fission from
the ias there is no means of knowing. However, the main purpose
of this seetion is not to esteblish the dates of early Jenan
history but to pive some idea of the renge and slowness of the
movenents of a nomedic stock over a long pericd of time aml of
the intervals between the instences of fission, Thus, Asat during
his lifetive trevelled over the countyy betwesn the Psluil and the
Lanum, separsted on the mep by about sixty miles, and saw his group

gplit twilee durding this tine. The map=distance covered by the

groun during the lifetime of Hyurang is shout one hundred and {'ifty

miles, snd in the period covered he saw two instsnces of Tission.
ihis couneentrates mainly on the aspect of time and events; but in

ch. 4 we shall see more of what such movements mesn in terms of

actual distances and effort.




ihis account hes been mainly historiesl, to show how the Uenan ave
higtorically one people, how their traditions exclude origin or
fusion with the peoples they have been confused with, where the

widely separated groups came from, end which group split from which.

The main questions that erige fros this ave: (1) ohy 14 this

conatant movement snd reecurrent fission take place?; sand
and why did sny group splii ap it didy
{1) All Penan, when agked why the groups keep moving over such
wide areas of very dirficult country, arawer that they went in
pearch of food. The chepter on economy will tell more of this.
When ssked why fisgion ocecurred they en r similariy that it wes
grder to pet food. the nrineinle food of the Fenen ig the
pago-pain: it is not plentiful, end to find a single palm reguires
congtent obgervation and eareful quartering of the country by
hunters and trevellers. & nomedie group never hes & constent
pesured sgoures of food, ard they depend on finding these gnareely
growing trees. They live literally from hend te mouth
Goy to dsy. Hunger is slwavs nesy, and the older veople can
remember times when there wes resl stayvation, when 'peonle were

very thin, the children were slways erying end their bellies were
































































in everv respect similar; but the sconomie organisation
differs, and it may be this difference thet resulis in
tv of Weatern Penan to maintain lsrger mroups than the

] 1

The difference cen be speen Pirstly in the forms of their camps.

ve in camps compoped of sghelters made from the
teriasls of the ares in which they fin amge 1y
addition of the portable roofing thet is carried
thev move, ¢ hute vary in polidit
them secording to the len
the area snd according to ites vum
struction is the (he men out
uprights s @1 Fe Mis own familv
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than &2 nare

the lighter collecting tasks
for the roof. thile the men are erec

Tty =T vy 1 SN
ther the splavec

for the shelters the women

fan-palm to make relatively rain-nroof plect




BT

nent
roof-gupports to
game time prepare

. | . s
gtilte, 2s th

]
n them of demp earth
1 them of

in trimmed

a7 ErTvry

Penan sghelte

3 . | YA g oF
and i ble pute sre dropped throug
ALILA k2 BREN A 3

g th. nagal mucus 1s
earth beneath, nasal mucusg i

, and i1

areags the

sandflies, which ¢

nderneath the shelte

A‘.
gmoke ¢



















or long away the varties

have to stay

in the

Proeens

tenporary in much the

camps

exploit
the mai
usually

ranan ana

for dayvs or

collsct

even weeks ’

ing fruits or working se

CHMD

8

cache ,

nunber

- moves §

home

gecurity, a
trails lead. The Eestern

alwave empty; and 2 hanter

ranan

vhich well=known

- 1 Y
CamD ,

making temporary

femilies

faatern

Lery

conty




Silat live

ragtern Penan and 4

dvantages




goonomic organis

ot










A
]

onst

o
&l

the

PAs IS






















are pwnv

eyl

erects a framework of

n the bottom







ao-noundi)

< b e e o v A £

oundings

e i Tan




womean

hunted










labour is



















—
] /29 e [o]
A 730K TILIN OBONE
TANY AN A







native tohearne

eanh

heard Ty

ey

-t]-—»,. + he mav

hie nrivs to




















































agxtrent 4¢ Srom
their ninds =0 much
srence to a group
traly
derives
eny other value of group cchesion
ged

relationshive ooour % L bting

wad

Erown had been hungry with the Andamanese

it so essv to vrovoge such a view
iz is not a eriticien of

nepnle he studied, but the Andesmanage
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and his interpretation of the place of food

to hold good to some extent for

ignificantly be
and

In this sense it is certeinly untrue of
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Ve have seen (pp.80-1) that part of this may consist in reuniting

an offended party with the reat of the group from which a gusrrel
has generated them, If 2 man does not "know the stories’
not know how to 'telk' snd 'look
no matter how gyey his hair, how lavrge his
sxpert his skills,
Ho men has & right to succeed to the position, but ne!
he ¢lected, Usually he is sproiated by the elder whom he
revlace, with the consent of the mewbers of the mroun,
consent s not Pormally elicited or cunress
exigt unlesa there ie strong disegreement,
unless he received the scknowledment thet
Aoy ecsuld any men by setiing hingelf up in g
himself up vhet group, for nothing cons
remain with the group nor any
others who sre distastefu
What will haypen is that one man will commonly be recognis
as being of the eslibre of an elder, he will be much with the

»

end may on oceagion sdvise with the suthority of his cuslitier

and Lt will be obviocus that he will suecesed., He mav not he the

next oldest msn in the group, and in one csge that I Ynow may

comparstively young., In the Xolame groun of Penan
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group they felt themselves free to avoid this interchsnge of terme
and to address me by a teym morve fitting %o =y ape, s they would
heve done if they had camislly met me. If they had tried to do
thie in our group they would certeinly have been renrimanded by

not 8o much ag a correction of mermers. as pointing

out of » feetusl error, sn ineonsgistencv. Secondly, the Eagtern

Fenen are despised by the Western Fenan, end on this visit fvun snd
ILorang behaved in sn inguffersbly superior feshion in the Eastern
Fenan oz, besring themgelves like insolent voung lords ond in
every way tryving to emphagise the differences v tween the two ty
ihey even went so for as to eleim thet the Vestern Yenmn term

festern Penan, but uko,

one, that
ye e pome pregtipe pltached to
me, pnd I think they did not wigh to diminish this by acceptin
their normelly propey position of nephews.
This was & striking exsuple to live th
even where age ig by fer the most important
the kin-terme still comvey somthing of the

superiors to whom they eve
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thought to have any hoy
subjeet in thig context
degeribe presently, and
Tame ean be sdonted only by the

fother of the child, what the Yensn call &F

L8

(3.;*-.11_&{?‘.‘?.?3‘.

vord bald, red.

ehild, ‘beem

comes Trom this.

and Itong, which ore used

derive from any other Penen word.

1th the naming of
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kinghip term. Then Mogaeng diled, end Jalong beocame Uyung Jelong (2/.

In eddress he woe merely Uvung, but 23 at eny time there mey be a

number of men uging the death-name Uyung he would not have been

referved to merely aes Uyung (excent in » very small domestie cirele!

Uyung Jalong. At the death of hias second gon (I regret I

neglected to record his name) he digecerded 'Uvung’' and heceme Hadi
In the ssme way as with Uyung he was known ss Sedi Jelong
either by "Fadi' orx 3 kinghip term, when
the desth=nsme ar

in
W ¢

m once again an Teme - this time, Tema Angl ihis

all the others, wag also sghared by his wife, who became Tinen
Two or three yvearg later -ida wag bo but this birth hed no efd

on the nsme of either slong o » wife, wvho remained Y¥nown by
teknonyms refervring to ! b nother child wesg borm

aend Jalong and his wife again digcsrded their telmnonmyms

ard ‘enteresd’ the destheneme for 'fifth-born eohild desd Lareh
After this two other dsuphters weres born

daye old, snd according to custom Jal
and then Uket (7) et their reepect
the leaek of rigidity in Fensn ins

wag : had had enough death would adont no

wae to be called,
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are uped not only as such but sre uged 2 terme of sddress by thoze
persons with reference to whose ultimate destha they will
as deathe-names, these torms ave Tunou, Uveu

and Apah, A grandparent,

address a small bov in the

Li

in this context the term measns merely "erandehild' se 2 torm

sddresnn. imilerly, & man mov address his ochild as Uyeu or

and 8 mother may address the child as Ansh, Thease are

of sddresgs to children and sre used usually bv the 4rue

they may be uged by any kinsmen starding in the nroper peneslogioerd

relstionghip and of the spprooriste awe. Hormally thev are used

in conxing endesymentg or whan the ohild has suffered some gmall

hurt. Strangers may not use ‘Uvan’ to 8 ehils

hewe n t0ld that this would harm the nearent =20 that he may even

b 3

die, but I cammot meay whet

howsver, aoll even a distant nenhew Uyeu, the term that 4g

IF o o

and most ecorrectly used by the
and I were commect
ineng and ahe would addre
ves called me 'Apeh’, varticularly if che

urginge me to est, But in wvensral

wmp of af s ip extremely seldom hes




monthe af'ter my interest in the matter wes first aroussd before 1

firet heerd this usaege or knew it wes possible,

it ghould not he asgumed that the Penen oan nresent or use
the death=-names of the child-gerieg with either ease or acoura
Oeengiong of their annliostion to new bhesrers of them ave reletively
infreonent, and to use the neme onee it heg been assuwed by an
individusl requiras no thought sbout the principles behlind its
use or sbout the other despth-names that with it form the comclete

£

svatem, infortunately, I have not been with a @roup when one of

its merhers has diled, snd I ecammot ey whet sort of deliberstions
take nlace befora the corrert names for the true kin of the decessed

are dectded upon, y moet nemes there would probahly be

at all, but when » ohild dies there may well be,

The Yenan, when guestioned about the nemes, are very often

% »

aonfuged shout their ecorreoct use, ¥ithin one group different

2V erl

answers answers will be given by different individuals and e

ndividual at different times. ror example, an

5 & 1 " G L I, N T, g e s o A Aon
wag nsked whet the deathename was for 'ninth-born child dead

after thinking and mumbling names %o himpelf, said

know, leter he uged the neme ‘Lumei! in comwersation, prefixed to
the neme of snother man in the groun; anl when he wes guesiioned

he turned to hisg deughter, reeccunted with her
]




end deaths of the ehildren of

turned back with the snswer that

Iumel was the ¢

ninth=-horn child,

Although death-nemes are nomsonly used ss terms of

a

is improper and disresnectful to sddress an older man by

ok

does not matter that & man is merely genecalogiceslly

of the sgome age but in the kin-category
roperly end normally b Adressed by the henan
address
neme by that neme ig disrespectful, even

L

that of cousin, such an older

never

W d

Ao ot
iepth-name.

‘alalar

any of us yvounger

There is snother type of name smong the
Penan at lLong Buang in the &no eall such a name ngarar

s

name *, and to y it 'to make pit'; but I hsve not

by

i




%o chtain a ward for this ing-ugage smong the nomedic Penan,
Eastern or Western, and the nomadie groupe do not recognise the
neme 8it. (The only cother meaning that

L

Reptorn Panan, | { ghall eall the ait-n
845

i

The most covnlex usez of alllance-names are found amor

Long Busng Easteyn Penen mentioned sbove, andl the axsmination of
them as they are uzed by this mroupn may elieit some principles by
ahich they might be undergtond: bhut this sroun is in many ways
not typical of Penan, and I shall make such sn analysis in some
other nlsce (it would he s lengthy businese not anvroorinte

worle sueh az thia)l snd mesnwhile oresent the usages of the nomadie
APODE.

The allisnne-name is one that iz chosen with reference to
some activity shered by two Penan end then used reciprocally by
them and by no one elsge. [+ 42 not nged with a men from one
the pettled oeonles ar one of the nardies but only between Yenan
and Penan of the gsme sex.

The two men who use sn slliance-name are ususlly feairly

distantly releted or connot trece any relationship at al

nams esn be used by two men of the same group, particulsrly
one of them has meyried into it, or hetween men of different grouos

shen thev hesve been vislting or have met while hunting.




eloge (kin) It may often be u
sidered | cognatically they are

£0 be senarate, a litftle difTeren Brothers, ox
true unele and nevhew, or Pirast om g, would net assume allisnce-

fomen mey use them, dut 'not meny, ¢ do not

pangers.  Generally
spesking, then, alliancsensaes sre used between Penem of one
nge distant; atrenge to each

the ather with veference %o some act

a very large sm

gsapgo porridge (na'n) and ¢ shes resacd ench

Tana'o. This name was

It weg not in any way a secret neme, snd most other peopl
wun ol 1ld have | ; y wrrild be teaxing even
oup would have : it. it would be texing even

him to ¥ fther the hundreds of allisnce-names %

to expent

amall number of men mav share, £ Jenan does not normally
alliancee-nmmes of all the other men in the group, and

Widreas any man by an slliance-neme theat he de

kim. Thizz Balenpen was Kona'o only with his
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etvmology of this word, It might have something to do, at first
a sibling-in=-law on the death of

8 term ia Bastern Penan, not

s with the term of sddress to

aight

the conneoting svouse, liong; bdut thi

estern Pensn,
‘enan have no explenstion of allisance-nsmesn, but
‘only play' leads one to sunmose

gay of them that they arve
that thay mey be sglana of joking-vrelationships. Jokingevelsat
there ia no gort

Yo nis 1id o . -
ghould trangliate
& o vl o - - L] - e
towards someone’ or as

to make fyiends’. This last sesms to me to bhe probably the
nesrest way of putting retain my insl

'sllisnesenama’

LR A
RNCES

rémenbra

throug

t two othey naoms

Lhere are ye
B QanAa

to mention the neme of




desd for less than a year, is to incur his disnlessure
provoke through hies agency certein misfortunes.
to go into the religious comections here:

the dead person i

nly his personal ns

Fenan, therefore, when they wish

word mulun. This normelly means 'sged’, not merely ‘old

inlies weakness and deorepitude, fnig word ie prefixed to o

ip of the deceased to the speaker.

bling ag "Mukun Pedi

end to

Fegtern Yenan expre
WEY, The 4term by which they refer to a desd perso s dulit,

I do not think thet it is used in any other context, end 1 could

14 4

not extract fron Pensn any of the word other than as
usged in thie context, k is used prefived to the name of the
viver-sres in which the individuel diec ot to & tey
hig reletionghin. So thet if s man dies in the sves of
river he is referred to afterwsrds ss "Tulit Tchbenyi'.

\

neonle die in the gsme riverearea they may be k¥nown by the sgame

neme a1t this probebly leads to no more difficulty or confusion




than the Veastern Penen custon of using only a few terms referring

to relationghin instead of to rivers.

4

The nemes in the shove sections are not all the kinde that Pensn
uge, There are ecartein othere that T might iy, but ther are
varvy common snd zeem unimnortent, Bnt this chepter hes &o

given the mein forms of one of the main fecets, snd one of

most atriking, of Penan 13 I% hes given gome ides of the

r-

number of names by which any Penan mey be known

throughout his life. ‘nart from his personal names end hie

Ryl

- - 4 I .
telnonyns a Penan may be bnown by sll the death-names (exespt thoge

for fennles) at one time or snother throughout his life;, and even

hig geneclogiesl gstntus may he ohang dhen ¢o 2ll this ig edded
the compliecetion of aubilatersl kinghip trecing then something of
the terminologiesl difficulties sttending whet is fundementally s
%

verv simnle Y¥inship evetem mav be appreciasted,

The mein features of the ume of personsl nemes teknonymsa
are not narulier to the énan oy to any Lornean poople, amnl
o

not feel thet 1 econ add anvihing significant to their intersretation,

But ae fer ag snthrovologiesl theory is concerned the death-nsmes




new matter,

demand some gortd
Eomethin

nsayrexr

r from des

voeinters

lar

Andemane se

reried

Fiyryed
Uy
name

DI he

lace the

LNig

L1

the point is

from

differe:

to ur

Y

that

enan

nenn

herens

this is not

not the place

is

Andamanepe

dee

4
L

A=-nat




3 s popay g e o 4
fPers y explicit interprete
. 4 2 pll E s . * s ol

noweveryr

e oorde

5.

=Tiemes sre

g . |
oMy ¥ tribeg that

AL




b are
srmen 9
ith=rinmes

hv the nerao

1Py 4
& o
Oe W
ne oneg




address in

oA e
at aYre

ten renlsce

hypothenis ¢ he accopie and in fact




o

wrevt

.
e




deress

e Tx




Y o oo, Y
nowev ey

nt deathenanes a uprye For




‘BN,

ieainet th

iz remembered hy name me.,

only one kinsman thera er

there mav be a grest

hen the

to any nunher of dead
remembered throupgh the

others with reference to whom the

smembhered but it t¥

eonecern

srombhay anvihl e
emney anyen

thoge who remesber long

waelves lived

their tribe (ef. PD.23
muoh with
Wwence

encesto

no sabipuity

rily the fect the

A

in nameg that

8

TIame

1. 238=-34) , Dut they dd

tinguishe

¢ DO deceap

14§

ana




renan do not

when they do they refer to them not by nane

of the terms mulun and dulit. Nething resembling s des

uged when they wish to recall either the vrecently dend
mind.
desth=-nsmes are reninders to other membex

he economio or other

it may often remain : SRMe if the

mhers it would not ceour to Penan to reduce the!
of any food by one-eighth, and they cou
wanted to.

B man @ out aowm

trees or to erect = ghelter-{reme or
1 (out
the members of the f
the fanlily allies itself €o anot

“ fATy £ 1 F N e
naeds becausne e themee lves

a1

influenece the

of the group




the amlieation of death-namea,
in gone eases, too, the vconomie position of the beresved
family may even be improved - if an old verson or s permanent
invalid ehoulid die - but the desthensmes are still uged. Also
‘enan vigiting & fer groun will use the deathe-nsmes of the people

%

d by his own group when he
reports them ut the le - groun hag no economic duties or
relationghips to the other,

hen & perason uses 2 desthe-nsme he dees not imply:
desd snd I shell to an extent replace for you the work of 1.
In the eage of nsmes for the desthe of children this is obviocus,
and in the espe of desthenames referring to kin wno mpte NO
speaisl contribution of lsbour or goods to the heresved
alege clear,

the cese of a

shelter as the father

he is old or sick, ecntribute to the domestic group in

ghelter all that “enan male csn contr :  deily labour

% & Y e

the fruit of hisg trade in forest produce.
ecounle, although they have suffered an eoonom
sdopt desth-names beesuse they have ehildren an

L

only fron their deaths.




n he
stwed

i

Al

nawn
pYInEe Y
]




Y

cannot










‘enan,

enmiod i

vl o

vnin vy hamd




draw inesocavable

generlogical menoy: s not coneern

higtoriaal

ve Y

vl

L




canice in the

R A

wid o

thn

e e e ali s
o e ol o

e o P e

istory of the

eSO ANV DYOViIC




atructural end axlturel sinilarity, and hi; ieally they are

delimited by ghowing how peaples with whe hey have been oonfused

do not appesr in thelr treditions.




b mo

 :

3
Py el eas
faoLne

abion

¥ R e,
distanos

b

“are

the case ip that whevever there

Sehane:

theory, writes




Sone Tl
thoge

11

to be

chargs &

he went to

wag little more thy o3

but found on an

Longh

3

fomily and o

and sex', and, beyond




corregpondence thet
first wron;
Now I aa wil

.y

wapher, but

ag ther sre

eould be mue

propoged | pener

Hadeliffe-ilrown wr




Ehropolesy.

b X &lame
he altheyr

participar

ansuned
PUTTOSSE

1ead




NG
bt o

Ed
iEings




iz oven less veli

o 4 o 3 = N
festures than these sre

ere these effents.

for it

eongletenay of our formilati

we cannot even diz

ultexior




that

d TS T
The an

¥ o N
: anothe
Hera 4s and

taeticnl man




But there is another range of mstters sbout which we ask ‘why?'.
These sre not techniecel, they are not short-vange, snd theve ig no
chservable nexue of purpose ani effect. But when we ask the purpose
of these thinge, when we gek, for exemple, 'Why do you use death-
namea?’ we do not expect such angwers as we rveceived to our other
aeptions, nor vet do we hope for ; into g2 vealn of uiteriox
MIXrDONe R, ¥hat we ere doing is elinit]
they view theiy world., Asking ‘why?' 1a the conly wny we can ackively
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negetively determined, the limits of possible development of Penan
institutions, (On an esonomic level Hvanseiritchard has done this
sort of thing: ef, 'A full sedentery end & full nomedic life ave
inconpetible with NHuer economy, whieh demands trenshumence.' |Evans-
Pritchard, 1940, p.93 3, '

Delimiting factors, then, indicete whet forme of nolitieal
organigetion are impossible or vewy unlikely, and therefors sre not
sliernatives he existing form. Identifieble cousel Poctors
aocount in a more positive way for eertsin existine forams, Hetwee
the vositive determinents end the nepetive delimiters thers lie those
elements or institutions which eppesy %o be;, or mey bhe, indeterminet
thege are cruecial mstters, end in them reat most of our
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ABSTRACGCT

The Pensn are forest nomads of the imterior of north-central Borneo.
They number fewer than 3000, of whom sbout 900 have settled down over
the last 150 years and now cultivate crops in the same way as the
settled peoples.

Practically nothing has been relisbly known sbout the Penan.
They have been previously known as ‘Punan’ and references to them
have been confused with information ebout the germmine Punan, who are
another snd distinet forest nomed veople, and with the Punan Ba, who
are a settled people also quite distinct in language, culture, and

=

social organisation. As "Punan’ even the existence of the Penan
has been questioned ss late as 1945 by an authority on southeast

The Penan people are divided into two tribes, the

They are distinguished in their respective dialect

language, in many cultural respects, end slightly in physique. There

is no Penan word for tribe, but these groupings are recognised by
the Penan as entities defined by dialeet, culture, and history, and
there is e certain opnosition between the two. In spite of marked

differences the tribes are indubitebly one people, distinct from the




other peoples of Borneo, nomedic and settled.

They seem to have reached the area where they now are from the
southeast, and to have originally lived contiguocusly as one people
posgibly in the Bahau ares of the upper Kayan river. Since their
entry into their present areas they have been divided by the large
and fast Baram river, and also by spparently inereasing cultural
differences. The two main features of their history and the process
of their normal life are their constant movement and the fission of
the groups into which they are divided. The movements are due to
constant search for the sago pelms on which their economy is besed;
and the fission is due to the increase in the size of any group
beyond what the area can support, or to the impoverishment of the
ares in which any group has been living. With the fission have
occurred cultural changes that vary with the period sinece stocks
split from each other,

The economy of the nomadic groups is based on the sago palm
and on the game of the forests. The sage palm provides the ataple
flour, and game and fruits provide minor forms of food. The
economic unit is the 'family‘', an aguregate congisting of or centred
about the elementary faemily. The labour of each family is under-

teken separately from other families, but the sago flour and the

game end all other forms of food are shared equally among all the




farilies that compose the group.

For eertasin pcods the Penan varilously rely on the neighbouring

gettled peoples or produce their own manufactures. The Eastern Penan,

who are technologieally less advanced than the Western Penesn, do not
know how to work iron and cannot make the tools or the blowpipes with
vhich they exploit their enviromment. These they obtain from the
settled peoples, such as the Konyah, in exchange for forest products
for which there ig world or locsl demand, such as resin and natural
rubber, or hornbill feathers and parts of certain enimals. The
Western Penan can make their own tools and weapons, but also obtain
through trade such things as cotton cloth (in place of their own
berk-cloth), tobacco, and beads.

The Penan are divided into 69 groups, of which 17
There is no politiesl orgaenisation binding any of these groups into
political entities, nor ere there reletions that can properly be
called political between the tribes or between the groups. Though
regarding all Penan as forming one people, many Penan groups are
jgnorent even of the existence of others. Nor is there any form of
economic organisation, each group being economically independent.

There are 33 groups in the Bastern Penan, and 36 in the Western
Pensan. Bach of them is normally headed by an elder, Corresponding

to the lack of overall political organisation the elder has little




suthority within the group snd no political functions in relation to
other groups. He is generally chosen by the vnreceding elder on
grounds of experience and knowlsdge of the customs of the Pensn.
Although there is no formal rule of succession, in fect it is uasuelly
gsemi~hereditery, and the office passes down one line of males, The
elder may be asked for arbitration in a dispute or sbout the
eompensation to be paid for an offenee, but the major decisions that
affect the group are not his responsibility. ' migratior the
ission of the group, the major events of Penen life, are decided

on by the general agreement of the adult men under the imperative
pressure of the environment.

The groups which compose each tribe regsrd themselves as linked

by cultursl identity and common historical origin. They also assume

(among the Eagtern Penan) or csn demonstrate (among the Western Penan)

kinshin between the members of all the groups.
gtocks of an historiesl ordey, marked by cultural and
differences, and between the verious orders of stocks
certain opposition, a sense of distinctness. This is not accom
by significent differences of behaviour towards groups of different
stooks, but all Penan owe equal duties to all other Penan, prima

>

of an economic nature. There is no hostility between the groups,

A

which regard each other, even if strenge, with amity. There is no




feuding or other fighting between groups, and no casesg of homicide or
agssault are known, spart from one isolated clash between two groups
in the past, The Penan are not headhunters and have never made war
on other pecples, though they have on oecasion ambushed parties of
the mettled tribes in retalistion for headhunting raids by them,

The group is composed of families in the same loose way as t!

mpoged of groups. There ne structural :
inerease or decrease the number of

make no structural chang The members of the

L)

together by kinship that is pertly traced and partly assumed among

Eastern Penan, and nearly always accurately traced by Vestern Penan.

The Penen say that the more fsmilies cohere to form a group the
greater the economic seourity of each. Apart fyom
type of kinship tie to bind a
a result of the form of
surrounding groups of'ten contain kin sg near as in
the netal group snd in the seme proportion of ca
Kinship is purely cognatic and there are no divisions of the

soeinl order, end no functione, based on unilineal descent. Jracing

of kinship is mede embilaterally, tl atus of a2 women in most

ciycumgtances being equal to that

kinshin terminology consists of nineteen cetegories of
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