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Table 1: Ease of harvesting and synchronising data sources
	Type of data source
	Ease of harvesting and synchronising

	1. Systems constructed to be able to ‘push’ data into the Registry, in batches or as it changes on the source system
	Easy. Changes in data reflected quickly in registry. Registry updates and retains an audit trail of the changes.

	2. Systems constructed to allow ‘pull’ of data from source into registry using atom feeds, OAI-PMH or other suitable service.
	Easy. Registry update as required. Changes in data reflected in registry at points of updating. Only records for items that have changed, been created, or deleted need to be updated

	3. Data can be accessed. There is a means to identify what is new, changed or deleted.
	Fairly easy. More custom work required. Update on demand. Registry records can be synchronised with source records.

	4. Data can be accessed, but  does not have history records, provenance, or obvious modification dates.
   
	Becoming more difficult. Need to work out a strategy for updating. It can be assisted by ‘Last modification dates’ in the system, the presence of provenance/history data, traceable and stable identifiers for things in the system and so on. At worst it means a total synchronisation on demand, updating all records and deleting or hiding records that no longer exist. 

	5. One-offs of data that can change
	Unfeasible. Essentially, identical to level 4, but the amount of work needed is unfeasible for continued updating based on resources and staff time.

	6. Static data that will not change
	Fairly easy. Once only upload

	7. Any type of data source affected by rights that restrict the upload of data no matter how accessible it.
	Requires negotiation


