Riches in the ground.
How did ancient Greeks protect private wealth?

Summary: This article provides an overview of how ancient Greeks safeguarded their private
wealth from the 6th to 1st centuries BC. It focuses on metal, one of the most durable of goods
and the only one that is well documented by texts and archaeology. It examines literary
sources, archaeological evidence, and iconography to explore the reasons for hoarding, and
the methods and locations used for safekeeping. The study reveals that Greeks employed a
variety of containers, from simple bags to elaborate chests, to protect their assets. Common
hiding places included homes, buried caches, and sacred precincts. The wealthy often
diversified their holdings through investments, loans, and bank deposits.
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Résumé: Cet article étudie la maniere dont les Grecs protégeaient leur richesse privée du Ve
au ler siecle avant J.-C. Il se concentre sur le métal, 1I’un des biens les plus durables et le seul
bien documenté par les textes et 1’archéologie. Il examine les sources littéraires,
archéologiques et l'iconographie pour explorer les raisons de la thésaurisation et les méthodes
et lieux utilisés pour la mise en sécurité des biens considérés. Les Grecs employaient une
variété de contenants, allant de simples sacs a des coffres élaborés, pour protéger leurs avoirs.
Les cachettes courantes incluaient les maisons, le sol et les enceintes sacrées. Les riches
diversifiaient souvent leurs avoirs par le biais d'investissements, de préts et de dépots
bancaires.

Mots clés: Grece antique, Richesse, Thésaurisation, Protection des biens, Contenant

“None but some bird knows where my treasure lies”"

Introduction

The way Greek temples guarded their riches has been carefully examined in scholarship on
the basis of a number of accounts found inscribed on stone.” On the contrary, private riches
are more elusive: they are seldom described in texts and only scanty parts of them have been
found in archaeological context. The overall picture is therefore rather patchy. This article is
an attempt to provide a non-exhaustive overview of how private riches were kept safe in the
Greek world through the cross examination of texts, images, objects and archaeological data.

1Acknowledgrnents: I owe special thanks to Louise Détrez, curator of ceramics, terracottas and glasses at the
Bibliothéque nationale de France, for her help with the bibliography and her commentaries on my interpretation
of scenes on ceramics. I am also grateful to Andrew Meadows for reading this article and for the improvements
he suggested. Any mistake remains my responsibility.

“O08eig 0idev TOV Bnoawpdy ToV Epov mANy &l Tig ép’ dpvig,” Greek proverb, Aristophanes, Birds 601. Transl. J.
Henderson, Loeb CL.

% The temple inventories all mention systems including bags, jars and chests. Archaeology has brought to light
some stone safes or offertory boxes called thesauroi, and, in addition to these devices, inventories bear witness
to the use of locks and keys, as well as a controlled access and administrative processes ensuring the keys were
always in safe authorised hands. Non exhaustive references: Rapin 1992 on the Ai Khanoum treasury; Harris
1995 on the Acropolis of Athens; Chankowski 2019, p. 32-35 on Delos were coins were kept probably in leather
bags placed in jars (stamnoi) locked in chests (kibotoi); Vial 1984, p. 106, on the role of the prytanes of Delos
who kept the keys to open the chests of the sacred treasury; Kaminski 1991 on the thesauroi.

1



The definition of wealth deserves a whole book and is beyond the scope of this article, but we
need to set limits to the topic. We will only consider the part of the assets of a person that can
be set aside, that is not necessary for everyday life, that can be stored for long periods without
damage but also that is transportable, which means essentially gold, silver and precious
stones.? It can be a small amount or a fortune, depending on the capital and resources of each
individual.

The period covered by this article is limited to the 7" to the 1* century BC, a time when the
use of coinage spread through the Greek world and the number of texts available becomes
sufficient to explore our topic. Obviously, hoarding riches is a much older practice. An
eloquent example was found in 1980 by P.G. Themelis, who excavated a ceramic pot
containing 510 g of gold in a house of Eretria dated to the 8" century BC.* He interpreted it as
a goldsmith’s deposit but, in 2001 J. Kroll suggested it could be a hoard of weighed gold, just
as there were hoards of weighed silver (Hacksilber) in the Middle East. He calls the Eretria
hoard a Hackgold hoard, which can be compared to the talents of unwrought gold given as
rewards or booty in Homer.® Otherwise, gold in Homer takes the form of objects (cups, horse
harnesses, belts, etc.). If this interpretation is right, the Eretria hoard would be the earliest
gold money hoard identified in the Greek world, although gold objects were buried in graves
as early as the second half of the 5" millennium BC.® However, our knowledge of such
discoveries of uncoined metal in the Greek world is incomplete in the absence of surveys or
inventories, and so this article is limited to the period when coinage was in use.

1. How to study hidden wealth?
1.1. What wealth to protect?

Attic literature of the 5" and 4™ centuries BC provides descriptions of large fortunes, which
can be used to establish the limits of our topic. Estates consisted of land, houses and
workshops, slaves, works of art, cash and gold and silver artefacts kept at home, as well as
currency invested with others.” A summary of general behaviours in time of prosperity is
given by Xenophon:

Mark too that, whenever states are prosperous, silver is in strong demand. The men will spend silver
(argyrion) on fine arms and good horses and magnificent houses and establishments, and the women go
in for expensive clothes and gold jewellery.

Kai priv 8tav ye €0 mpattwotv ai moelg, ioxupdg ot dvBpwmot dpyvpiov Séovrar. ot pév yap Gvpeg duel
OmAa e KaAd Kal imoug ayaBoig Kol oikiog Kol KataoKevag peyahomnpeneig fodAoviol Samavav, ai 6¢
yuvaikeg eig é08fta moAvTeAR] Kol xpuoolv KOO0V TpEMOVTAL.

Xenophon, Ways and Means, 4.8. Transl. F.C. Marchant, Loeb CL, modified.

The artefacts in this description, which are also found in hoards, are made of precious metal:
the silver coins and gold jewellery. In fact, metal seems to have been rather common in

® Therefore, it excludes luxury artefacts made of precious purple textile embroidered with gold or silver, ivory
objects, etc.

* Themelis 1983; Kopcke 1992, pl. XXII.

> Kroll 2001, p. 77-78. Le Rider, Verdan 2002, p. 141-148, develop a compelling comparison with
Mesopotamian Hacksilber. On the use of weighed gold as money, see Heymans, Verdan 2023.

® See for instance the overview of the finds of the necropolis of Varna in Bulgaria in Slavchev 2010. On
hoarding in early periods, see a summary in Zurbach 2017, p. 666-668.

” For example: Lysias Against Erathosthenes, 10; Demosthenes, Against Aphobos 1.1, 1.9-10; Isaeus, On the
Inheritance of Ciron 35.
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private houses if we consider two significant texts that describe threats to it.® In 405 BC, the
inhabitants of Camarina, in Sicily, fled with their gold and silver while the Carthaginians were
approaching their town:

When Dionysius arrived at Camarina, he compelled the residents of that city also to depart with their
children and wives to Syracuse. And since their fear admitted of no delay, some gathered together silver
and gold and whatever could be easily carried, while others fled with only their parents and infant
children, paying no attention to valuables (chremata); and some, who were aged or suffering from illness,
were left behind because they had no relatives or friends, since the Carthaginians were expected to arrive
almost immediately.

Aoviolog 6¢ mapayevopevog ig v Kapapivay fqvaykaoe Kol Tovg EKET HETA TEKVAV KOl YOVAIK®V €1
Yupoakovoag dméval. Tod eofou § obdepiav avafoAny §166vtog Tiveg pév Gpyhplov Kai xpuaiov Kol &
padieg pépeaBon Suvapeva oLVETKELALOVTO, TIVEG 8€ YOVETG Kal TéKva T vima Aafdvteg Epevyoy,
ovSepiav EMOTPOENV XPNHAT®V TIOOVHEVOL VIOl 8€ YEYNPOKOTEG | VOO Bapuvopevol 8t épnpiav
oLYYeveV 1 glAwv breAeinovto, Tpocbokwévav 6oov oine napéoeaBon TV Kapyndoviwv:

Diodorus 13.111.3. Transl. C.H. Oldfather, Loeb CL.

In panic, not all the inhabitants adopt the same behaviour: some privilege their portable
riches, mostly in precious metal according to Diodorus, others their relatives. At the other end
of the Mediterranean, the same author gives us another clue concerning the presence of
abundant precious metal in towns. In 351 BC, the Sidonians burnt their houses with their
families inside when besieged by the Persians:

But when they saw the city and the walls captured and swarming with many myriads of soldiers, they shut
themselves, their children, and their women up in their houses and consumed them all in flames. They say
that those who were then destroyed in the fire, including the domestics, amounted to more than forty
thousand. After this disaster had befallen the Sidonians and the whole city together with its inhabitants
had been obliterated by the fire, the King sold that funeral pyre for many talents, for as a result of the
prosperity of the householders there was found a vast amount of silver and gold melted down by the fire.
€me1dn 8¢ v MOAY £OpeV Kal TA TelXN KOTEANPPEVH KAl TTOAAGKIG HUPLAOT OTPATIOTAV TIEPIEXOHEVA,
OULYKAEloOVTEG EXVTOVG KL TO TEKVH Kol yovaikag €ig T oikiag événpnoav. @aoi 8¢ Tobg LTO ToD TLPOG
10TE S101pBapEVTag GLV TOTG OIKETIKOIG OMHAGTL YEYOVEVHL TIAEIOVG TGV TETPAKIOHLPI@V. TOVTOL 8€ TOD
néBoug mepi T00G L1SwViovg yevopévou Kal Ti¢ TOAE®WS OANG PETK TV EVOIKOLVT®V DTTO TOD TLPOG
apavioBeiong Vv mupKAiav 6 BactAedg AMESOTO TOAAGDV TAAGVTGOV: 10 yap TNV edSapoviav TV
EVEOKNKOT@V €LPEDN TOAVG Gpyvpog Te Ko XpLCOG DTIO TOD VPO KEXWVELHEVOC,.

Diodorus 16.45.5-6. Transl. C.H. Sherman, Loeb CL.

Both texts indicate that precious metal was kept in houses. The inhabitants of Camarina, in the
emergency of their flight, grabbed what was available at home. The Sidonians burnt with their
riches. Greek temple inventories provide long lists of precious metalware offered by
individuals to the gods, giving an insight into the types of precious objects the inhabitants of
Camarina or Sidon might have kept at home. Other texts — see Lysias below — show that such
silver or gold vessels were part of private fortunes, as well as coins.’

The transportable wealth requiring protection extended beyond precious metals. Alexander’s
conquest of the Achaemenid Empire and his expedition to India opened channels for the
export of exotic stones from India and other regions to the Mediterranean.'® They were

8 There are of course many other descriptions of looting. See Pritchett 1991, p. 505-541; Vickers, Gill 1994, p.
62-65 (silver and goldware).

% The list could be easily extended: see for instance Demosthenes, Against Aphobos 1, 13, Against Nikostratos 9.
10 Emeralds, garnets, true sapphires: Lapatin 2015, p. 111-112; “The materials employed for Hellenistic gems
include all those which were in use in the Classical period, but to them is added a number of translucent coloured
stones, especially suitable for ringstones, and acquired from the east. Of these the most important are amethyst
and the commoner garnet, but there was a whole range of coloured stones which remained current in the Roman
period: beryl, topaz and zircons,” Boardman 2001, p. 361.
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imported uncut as raw material, or engraved, such as the remarkable Oxford portrait of
Alexander on a tourmaline bearing a brahmi (?) inscription and dated to c. 330-280 BC," or
with metal mounts as described by a boastful veteran of Alexander’s wars in Theophrastus:

On a journey he is apt to put one over on a travel companion by relating how he campaigned with
Alexander, and how Alexander felt about him, and how many jewel-studded goblets he got, and arguing
that the craftsmen in Asia are better than those in Europe.

Kol ouvodoimopou §¢ anoAadaat €v Ti] 666 Sevog Aéywv, B¢ pet’ AAe§avipou3 €0TpatenonTo, Kal Mg
aOTE £ixe, Kai oo MBOKOAANTA TOTAPLA EKOULOE: Kal Tepl TRV TEXVITGV TAV &v Tif Acia Tt BeAtioug eioi
@V év 1 Edpodm dpeiofntioat

Theophrastus, Characters, 23.3. Transl. J. Rusten, Loeb CL.

However, these precious stones, weather engraved or not, mounted or not, are almost never
mentioned in modern descriptions of coin hoards while other types of pieces of jewellery as
well as precious vessels are sometimes associated with coins. The provenance of engraved
gems that survive today is often unclear, but many were found in graves,'* or for earlier
periods in several rare hoards of engraved gems." By contrast, temple inventories of the
classical period indicate that engraved stones, sometimes on a gold or a silver ring, were
valued enough to be offered to the gods, the type of stone being sometimes noted.'* As written
by J. Boardman, “Most of the stones used in Greece are, by our standards, semi-precious, but
it is likely that they came from overseas and that this, as well as the extreme difficulty of
working them, enhanced their value.”" It is probable that they were kept securely at home in
the same way as precious objects and coins, but it does not seem that they were buried as
hoards.

The same conclusions are valid for jewellery. Most of the ancient jewellery known today is
either unprovenanced or comes from graves or coin hoards. The most compelling example is
probably the so-called Karpenisi hoard of 44 gold pieces sold to Helen Stathatos — now
housed in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens — and the Benaki Museum in 1929.
According to the Athenian antiquarian who sold them, they had been found in two vessels —

1 Oxford 1892.1499. Boardman, Vollenweider 1978, p. 67 and 76-78. The Beazley Archives website notes “The
small inscription below the neck is apparently Indian, either the name of the owner — perhaps a native ruler in a
part of India where Alexander was active, or the maker of the gem. The material is rare for gems and of Indian

provenance.” Visited 1* March 2020, https://www.carc.ox.ac.uk/carc/gems/Styles-and-Periods/Hellenistic-
period; https://images.ashmolean.org/asset/10702/

12 A rare case of provenanced collection is Louis De Clercq’s. He gathered several thousands of pieces of
jewellery and engraved gems of the Classical and Hellenistic period, mostly coming from the Middle East, often
provided to him by the French Chancelier du Consulat in Beirut, A. Pérétié (De Ridder 1911a, p. 6). The
geographical provenance is recorded in many cases, but generally without the archaeological context. When it is
noted, these precious artefacts were found in tombs which excludes them from the present enquiry (see a tomb
with five engraved gems in Banyias, in Northern Phoenicia, among other examples in De Ridder 1911b, p. 780,
no. 3473).

13 Boardman 2001, p. 28: hoard of an engraver workshop of Minoan period in Malia with tools; p. 36, another in
Knossos; p. 377, a hoard of lapis lazuli cylinder seals (for reengraving?) in Mycenaean Thebes.

!4 For example: Athens, treasure of the Opisthodomos, Harris 1995, p. 51, no. 37, 4" century BC: an offering of
a collection of engraved gems (“jasper”, “onyx”, coloured glass, on silver or gold rings); p. 53-55, offerings of
gems engraved on “jasper” and “sard”; treasure of the Hekatompedon, p. 140, several onyxes, one with the
engraving described, p. 142, other rings with stone seals, one in jasper. Delos inventories: “amesthyst”, “garnet”,
“sard”, Prétre 2012, p. 94-99; “amber” (Auvyyoupiov), p. 110-112. I note the identification of stones found in
inventories in inverted comas since the Ancients named them according to their appearance which is not enough
to secure a scientific identification according to modern criteria. For a list of the stones used by Greek engravers,
see Boardman 2001, p. 374-379. Different stones and other materials for jewellery were found in the treasury of
Ai Khanoum: Rapin 1992, p. 167-182.

1> Boardman 2001, p. 373.
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one made of bronze, the other of ceramic — allegedly allongside an unspecified number of
silver coins, mostly from Athens (IGCH 289).'° The provenance of the jewellery remains
uncertain. It was first said to have been discovered in a brook near Halmyros, then in the
region of Demodokos. Later, the antiquarian who sold it claimed they had been found in
Karpenisi. All these places are in Thessaly.'” The vast majority of the jewellery in public and
private collections has no better provenance,' which means that it cannot be used to
understand how the ancient Greeks protected their private wealth.

1.2. Which sources?

Many mentions of accumulations of wealth can be found in ancient literature. Greek comedy
and Roman comedy of the Republican period abundantly explore the question of wealth and
poverty. It is one of their main themes, and the plots of several plays focus on wealth, as in
Aristophanes’ Wealth, the lost play of Menander called Thesaurus or in Plautus’ Trinummus
and Aulularia. While drawing human archetypes in the Characters, Theophrastus provides
plenty of references to wealth. And, of course, the Attic orators often emphasise the social
status of individuals involved in trials, thereby providing insights into the nature of their
assets. The body of evidence is good enough to identify different behaviours and schemes in
the way people stored their wealth. It also sheds light on the fantasies created by hidden
wealth and the sudden and desirable enrichment hoped from such a discovery."

Archaeology also brings quantities of artefacts related to wealth. The most obvious are the
luxury goods made using gold, silver and precious stones.”” Coin hoards,*! although more
often known from the antiquities trade than from excavations, provide a good overview of the
amounts people could accumulate.”® After sorting, the total number of hoards gathered in
IGCH, CH 1-12, WW and EH amounts to 4,375 from the end of the 7" century to the 1%
century BC. They are in vast majority exclusively made of coins.”® The number of hoards
containing at the same time coins and other precious artefacts — vessels, jewels, Hacksilber,
etc. — is limited in the current state of knowledge and difficult to estimate precisely due to the
lack of a detailed database of hoards.

To summarise, durable riches were made of precious metal or stones, but engraved gems and
jewellery seldom have a provenance. Four major questions can now be explored to understand
the mechanics of keeping riches safe. What did people hoard, and why, how and where?

' The antiquarian who sold the jewellery later asserted that it was unrelated to the coins. Amandry 1953, p. 90.
17 Amandry 1953, p. 89-90.

18 pfrommer 1998.

19 See Peisetairus and Euelpides dreaming of digging treasure pots in Aristophanes’ Birds, 599-602.

20 I apatin 2015.

2! For Greek coin hoards, the usual references are the Inventory of Greek Coin Hoards (IGCH) and the twelve
volumes of Coin Hoards (CH). These collect short descriptions of all the hoards found in commerce or literature
at the time of their publication. On the same model, other projects have been devoted specifically to Syrian
hoards (WW: Duyrat 2016) and hoards with Ptolemaic coins (EH: Faucher, Meadows, Lorber 2017). IGCH and
CH need weeding before use: they contain hoards dated to Roman Imperial times, some hoards appeared in
several volumes for updating of their content and some of the entry numbers cover in fact lists of hoards without
description.

%2 Duyrat 2016, p. 409-423.

2] gave my definition of a coin hoard in Duyrat 2016, p. 9-12: one or several coins, intentionally hidden and not
retrieved by the owner. See also Howgego, Wilson 2022, p. 7-13.
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2. Hiding gold and silver
2.1. Coined and uncoined metal

The vocabulary of Greek texts is often unspecific when describing wealth. Chremata is
probably the most common word used to express the idea of property, money or treasure.*
The word gives no clue of what they are made or of the form they take. According to the
place and period, what people preferred to save changed. Silver was obviously in strong
demand in the Greek world as is clear from coin hoards, where it had a dominant position, and
texts, as the many quotations in this article will show. However, coins were not the unique
form taken by the metal before hoarding. Diodorus, reporting a spoliation of the Geloans by
Agathocles in 311 BC, unveils the mixed nature of their metallic fortunes:

He also ordered all the other Geloans to turn over to him their money (nomismata) and their uncoined
silver (asemon argyron) and gold, threatening to punish those who disobeyed.

npooétade 8¢ Kai T0ig GANoIg I'eAolg TiOL TG TE Vopiopata Kol TOV ooV dpyupov TE Kol Xpuoov
AVEVEYKETY, S10MEIANTAHEVOG TIH@pTioacBal ToLg anelBnoavtag.

Diodorus 19.107.4. Transl. R.M. Geer, Loeb CL

The citizens of Gela kept both coins (nomismata) and uncoined silver (asemon argyron) at
home.* No data exist on the proportion of uncoined metal versus coined metal in private
hands in the Greek world, and it might be impossible to know in the current state of our
sources. The brave Theban woman, Timocleia, whose virtue is praised by Plutarch, cheated an
officer of Alexander’s army looting the town by throwing her personal belongings into a well:

I did possess personal ornaments and silver fashioned into drinking-cups, and there was also some gold
and money (nomismatos). When the city was being captured, I told my maid-servants to get this all
together, and I threw it, or rather deposited it, into a dry well. Nor do many know of it; for there is a cover
over the well, and a shady wood growing all around it.

£pol epl oM KOGPOG AV Kol &pyupog &v EKTIOHOaY, TV TL Kai Xpuood Kol VOPIGHOTog. @G &' 1) TOALS
NAloketo, mavta cLAAAPETY keAeboaoa Tag Bepamonvidag Eppulia, paAAov 6€ kateBEpnV eig epéap HOWP
0UK €xov- 008’ Toaotv avTo MoAAol- Bii@dpa yap €neott Kol KOKA® TepUEQLKEV DAN GVOKIOG.

Plutarch, Moralia. Bravery of Women 24 (260B). Transl. Frank Cole Babbitt, Loeb CL.

This mixture of ornaments (kosmos™), silverware (ekpomata), gold without defined form and
coins (nomismata) seems to be a good description of what the Ancients used to hoard.
Demosthenes provides a detailed account of his father’s fortune that amounted to c. 14 talents
in silver at the time of his death, c. 376/5 BC. It was made up of precious materials for the two
workshops where 52 or 53 slaves produced luxury sacrifice knives and bed-couches, a house,
its furniture and different deposits and loans.”” Eighty minas (8,000 silver drachms, about 34

! The Souda gives this definition for ypnudtwv: cuvBwg pév of te ididTon Kai ol pritopeg T dvopatt TéV
XpNHatwy ént vopiopatt xpdvtal apyvpiov kai xpuaoiov (“Habitually both laymen and rhetoricians make use of
the name of chremata in application to coins of silver and gold,” English translation on Suda online s.v.
chremata, http://www.cs.uky.edu/~raphael/sol/sol-html/), but the meaning is more general in most cases:
chremata “meaning all those things whose value is measured by money (nomismata),” Aristotle, Nicomachean
Ethics 4.1.1., transl. H. Rackham, Loeb CL. See further developments in Pritchett 1991, p. 185-193.

%> The same situation occurred in Egypt in c. 363-361 BC: Pseudo-Aristotle, Oeconomia 2.2.25. For a list of
objects forming asemon argyrion, see Thucydides 2.13.4.

%% On the difficult definition of the word: Prétre 2012, p. 11-12 and 149-152, especially p. 150 with an
equivalence between kosmos and hormos (6ppog, necklace).

%7 Davies 1971, p. 127.
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kg) were kept at home in coins.”® Demosthenes also noted the kosmos of his mother, but
without detailing its composition, except that her jewellery was made of gold:

and the gold jewels and the apparel, my mother’s ornament (kosmos)
Kol xpuoio Kol 1T, TOV KOGHOoV Tfig PNTpog
Demosthenes, Against Aphobos, 1.10.

Jewellery and clothes are always part of the kosmos of women, and their value is often
specified in wedding contracts, since they should receive it back in case of a divorce, but they
are not described.?® The temple inventories are an important complement to understand the
variety of jewellery and materials used to compose the kosmos, although they are only a
selection and probably minimise the share of lesser value jewellery.®

Metal vessels are not better known: Demosthenes mentions vessels — ekpomata — without
indication of the metal, which, added to the furniture of the house and his mother’s kosmos,
reach the value of 10,000 drachms. We also know that, in 404 BC, Lysias kept three talents of
silver (76.5 kg, 18,000 silver drachms if coined), four hundred electrum staters of Cyzicus, a
hundred gold darics and four silver cups at home. Interestingly the nature of silver does not
need to be specified while gold currencies are named:

When he had sworn, invoking annihilation upon himself and his children if he did not save me on receipt
of the talent, I went into my bedroom and opened the money-chest. Peison noticed it and came in; on
seeing its contents he called two of his underlings and bade them take what was in the chest. Since he
now had, instead of the agreed amount, gentlemen, three talents of silver, four hundred cyzicenes, a
hundred darics and four silver cups, I begged him to give me money for my journey; but he declared that I
should be glad enough to save my skin.

éne1dn| 6¢ dpooev, EEAslav €aVTE Kol TOTG TOLO1V ENXPMHEVOC, AXB®OV TO TAAAVTOV LE OWOELY, eloeANBmV
€1¢ 10 Swpatiov TV KIBwtov avoiyvupt. Ieicwv 8" aioBopevog eioépyetat, Kai 6@V T évovia KaAel thv
OINPeTéV SO0, Kol T &v Th KIPWTH AaPelv ékéAevoey. énel 8¢ ody Boov GHOAGYNTO eixev, & GvSpeg
Swaotal, GAAX Tpia TdAavTa dpyvpiov Kol TETPAKOCioug KUJIKNVOUG Kod EKATOV SaPEKODE Ko QLOANG
APYLPAC TETTAPAG, E60OUNV ADTOD €QOSIA ot Sobval, 0 & dyamnoelv pe EQAoKeVY, €l TO OCOUX COO.
Lysias, Against Eratosthenes, 10-12. Transl. W.R.M. Lamb, Loeb CL.

Compared to ordinary citizens, both Lysias and Demosthenes’ fathers kept large amounts of
coined metal at home. Elsewhere, I have tried to evaluate the wealth gathered in 355 Syrian
coin hoards buried during the Achaemenid and Hellenistic periods. The most numerous class,
throughout these two periods, was made of hoards from 11 to 50 silver coins, tetradrachms in
most cases, and so weighing 850g at most. I concluded that, in this region, our data offer
limited insight into both the largest fortunes and the smallest savings. Instead, hoards seem to
shed the most light on a broad middle range, spanning from modest piggy banks to substantial
chests.* Few represent large amounts of money comparable to the cash available in
Demosthenes’ father house or in Lysias’ chest.

It is impossible to determine what proportion of the fortune of an individual they represent. F.
de Callatay attempted to assess the place of coinage in spoils of Rome’s conquest around the
Mediterranean described in literary sources. He highlights the importance of hand-crafted

%8 Demosthenes, Against Aphobos 1.9-11.

# verilhac, Vial 1998, p. 173-176. The temple inventories allow a narrow glimpse into the ornaments of women
through dedications. Not all were made of gold: a box in the treasury of the Opisthodomos of the Parthenon in
Athens contained gilt-wood jewels, iron rings and tin earrings, Harris 1995, p. 51, no. 36, 4™ century BC. But
some were particularly luxurious and probably closer to the kosmos of Demosthenes’ mother (see below).

%0 prétre 2012, p. 12-13.

3! Duyrat 2016, p. 423.
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gold and silver as a preferred form of metal for storage and safekeeping in the Ancient World.
Coins account for a minority in the figures he gathers (less than 30% of the total),* a
proportion that seems difficult to extend to private fortunes in the current state of our
knowledge, if indeed it is exact.”® Nevertheless, from the example of Lysias, we know that
gold appeared in private Greek fortunes, less often than silver according to written documents,
but its relative value, being between 10 and 14 times that of silver,* balances its place in
fortunes. It could also be buried in the soil, as described by Xenophon. After the conquest of
Armenia, the queen of Armenia brings presents to Cyrus for restoring the peace:

And finally also the queen with her daughters and her younger son came up to him bringing not only the
gold (chrysion) which before Cyrus had refused to take, but other gifts as well.

And when he saw it Cyrus said: “You shall not make me go about doing good for pay! No, good queen;
take back home with you this money (chremata) which you bring; and do not give it to the king again to
bury (katoryxai), but with it get your son as fine an outfit as possible and send him to the army; and with
what is left get both for yourself and your husband, your daughters and your sons, anything the possession
of which will enable you to adorn yourselves more handsomely and spend your days more happily. But
let it suffice,” he added, “to bury in the earth only our bodies, when the end shall come to each.”

TéA0G ¢ LTMVINOE Kal 1) yuvr) ToD Appeviov, Tag Buyatépag Exovoa Kai TOV VEQTEPOV LIOV, Kal GOV
G&AAo1g Swpoig o xpuoiov €kopilev 0 potepov ovK TifeAe Aafelv Kipog.

Kai 6 Kbpog i6ov einev, Y ueig 2pé ob momjoete noBod nepudvia edepyeteiv, GAAX o0, @ yoval, £xovoa
TodTa TO Xpritota & eépelg Gmoy, ko 16 PéV Appevig HNKETL §G¢ adTH KatopL&at, Ekmepov 8¢ TOV vidv
®¢ KAANOTA G’ a0 TV KATACKELACROX €L TV OTPATIAV: ATO ¢ TAV AOAV KT Kod 0auTi Kol 1§
avépl kai Talg Buyatpdot Kal Toig vioig 6 TL KeKTNpEVOL Kal Koounoeate kaAAov Kal iS1ov Tov aidva
Siagete: €ig 6€ NV Yijy, €01, APKEITO T COHOTA, OTAV EKNOTOG TEAEVTIOT], KATAKPUTITELV.

Xenophon, Cyropaedia 3.3.2-3. Transl. W. Miller, Loeb CL, modified

Cyrus’ words are compelling in the context we are studying since they make a direct
relationship between gold and hoarding in the ground: “do not give it to the king again to bury
(katopvéa). It is a commonplace in modern literature that gold disappeared quickly from
circulation to be buried. In the current state of my coin hoard database, 71 hoards contained
electrum coins, 217 were made at least partially of gold coins and 19 had both electrum and
gold, which represents 6.5% of the 4,375 hoards gathered there. Gold hoarding was not
marginal but it had specific geographical and chronological features that have been explained
elsewhere.*

2.2. The reasons to hide riches

Written sources give two main reasons to hide wealth: to build a fortune through the
accumulation of riches and to protect them against thieves or looting.

2.2.1. Superfluous wealth

A moral speech attributed to Cyrus by Xenophon gives a vivid picture of the incentive to hide
riches: to keep safe what is not necessary for a living.

32 de Callatay 2015, p. 46.

* In a tentative article, de Callatay 2017 suggests a methodology to evaluate the quantities of uncoined gold in
the Greek world but the scope of the article is too broad to be used here.

3% Ellis-Evans, Kagan 2022, p. 182, 186-190, 196 Table 2.

* On the quick hoarding of gold coins with the types of Alexander the Great: Touratsoglou 1998, de Callatay
2019.
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However, I think I am different from most people, in that others, when they have acquired more than a
sufficiency, bury some of their treasure and allow some to decay, and some they weary themselves with
counting, measuring, weighing, airing, and watching; and though they have so much at home, they never
eat more than they can hold, for they would burst if they did, and they never wear more than they can
carry, for they would be suffocated if they did; they only find their superfluous treasure a burden.

THOE ye pévTol Slouépety o1 SoK® TAV TAEIOTOV OTL 01 HEV EMESAV TAV APKOVVIWV TIEPITTH KTNTWVTAL,
T PEV aUTEY KATOPOTTOLOL, T 8€ KATAoTMovat, T 6¢ apBpolvieg kai petpodvTeg Kal ioTavTeg Kal
Stoxpvyovteg Kai QUAGTTOVTEG TPy HaTa €0V, Kal Opag Eviov €xovieg Tooadta olte é0Biovot mAsim fi
Sovavton eépely, Stappayeiev yop Gv, o0T ap@iévvovton TAgio T Sovavton Epety, amomviyeiev yop &v,
GAAX TQ TIEPITTA XPIHATA TIPAYHATX EXOLTV*

Xenophon, Cyropaedia 8.2.21. Transl. W. Miller, Loeb CL.

Contrary to food, luxury clothes and garments, metal, although it is not mentioned in this
quotation, keeps its value when hoarded. Therefore, coin hoards can be considered the surplus
of wealth that a person or an institution can put aside. They perfectly match the definition
given by Cyrus. They are a way to build wealth and power, even if Cyrus, whose moral
rectitude is praised by Xenophon, despises such a material accumulation. Aristophanes does
not bother with such considerations: in Wealth, Zeus leads the other gods thanks to the
amounts of argyrion he possesses.*®

M. Leese has recently dedicated an article to “Hoarding and Rationality in the Ancient
Economy” in which he challenges the idea, supported by Finley and his followers, that
unproductive wealth hoarding in the Greek world was so widespread that it undermined
growth and economic development. Hoarding is defined as “the unproductive amassing of
capital,”” as opposed to profitable investment that generates growth and development. Leese
examines texts describing the fortune of wealthy Athenians during the Classical period. Most
had it invested in diversified assets, with some amounts kept in coin at home — ‘hoarded’,
according to the definition given above. Hence his conclusion: “based on estate inventories
and anecdotal accounts, it seems that this practice was actually not substantial enough to
inhibit investment or impede the circulation of money in the economy. Rather, individual
hoarding was insignificant in comparison with the extant evidence for the ‘productive’
employment of money, i.e., that which yielded a profit from interest, rent, or the
manufacturing of goods.”*®

The demonstration that private Athenian fortunes were rationally invested is, I believe,
beyond dispute. But the coins they kept at home were not hoarded, they did not constitue
unproductive capital: they were cash, liquidity, immediately available if a transaction required
payment.* M. Leese examines only the wealthiest Athenians, whose financial practices
differed from those of the rest of the population. Furthermore, the definition of hoarding
employed by economists is not exactly the same as that used by ancient historians, or even
English dictionaries. Hoarding often means not only to amass, but also to conceal or to hide
away." The wealthiest did not need to conceal their property: they had the means to protect it.
But for others, hiding their superfluous riches was often the only way to keep them secure.
Their aim was not to accumulate sterile capital, but to safeguard it against theft and war.

% Aristophanes, Wealth, 130-131.

%7 Leese 2023, p. 180.

38 Leese 2023, p. 179.

% See a similar view on cash in Roman households in Crawford 1969, p. 76.

40 «To collect large amounts of something and keep it for yourself, often in a secret place” (Cambridge English
Dictionary); “to collect and often hide away a supply of; to accumulate a hoard” (Merriam-Webster); “to amass
and put away (anything valuable) for preservation, security, or future use; to treasure up: esp. money or
wealth”(Oxford English Dictionary).
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Here, a word on terminology is needed. In the Greek world, thesaurizein has often the
meaning of storing more than hoarding.** A famous occurrence of the verb appears in
Herodotus’ description of the way the Persian king stores his revenues in metal:

The king stores (thesaurizei) his tribute in this fashion: he melts it down and pours it into earthen vessels;
when the vessel is full he breaks the earthenware away, and when he needs money cuts as much as will
serve his purpose.

to0TOV TOV PApov Bnoavpilel factAedg Tpon® To1(6e: €¢ MiBoug Kepapivoug TSNS Katayéel, mANoag 8¢
10 Gyyog meplonpéel TOV KEpapov: Emeav 6¢ SenBi) XprHAT®V, KATOKOTTEL TOGODTO GGV GV EKACTOTE
Sénran.

Herodotus 3.96.2. Translation A.D. Godley, Loeb CL, modified.

This text, often quoted, also provides the archaeological description of two materials
characteristic of coin hoarding: metal and ceramics. However, in the thesauros of the Great
King, this precious material is securely stored, not hoarded. In an empire that did not use
coinage — except on the Mediterranean coast — the king could freely cut the weight of metal
needed for a transaction or a present.

2.2.2. Protection: Theft and War

A main reason to hide riches or to keep them in safe and protected places appears repeatedly
in literature: the fear of a theft. The word used to describe a thief explains why burials in the
ground were such common practice.

And I suppose good behavior means stealing and burglary (tous toichous dioryttein)!
Térvy yoOv KAEMTEV KOOH1OV 0TIV Kad TODG TOlYoug S10p0TTELY.
Aristophanes, Wealth, v. 565. Transl. J. Henderson, Loeb CL.

When alluding to burglary, the Greek literally speaks of “digging-through of walls” (toichous
dioryttein). The toichorykos (6 Tolwpukog), who digs in the wall, is the housebreaker who
can steal what was thought safe in the house. The majority of houses in the Greek world were
built with mud brick, less frequently baked brick, on a base of stones.” The weak protection
offered by most buildings would contribute to explain why hoarding in the earth was so
common.

In a general context of frequent wars, riches were also hidden to protect them against
looting.® As seen in the texts quoted above, wars can reveal the forms of wealth people
possessed and that they hid in a time of emergency and danger. An episode of the Roman
Civil Wars sheds light on how hoarding occurred under the pressure of a foreign army. In 42
BC, Cassius was in Rhodes and in urgent need of money: he started seizing all the public
riches he could, in the temples and the public treasury. As a result, individuals concealed their
valuable assets. The places where they were hidden are illustrative of the variety of situations

41 A thesaurus in most cases, is not a hoard, but a small building meant to protect offerings in a temple precinct
(Herodotus 1.14: Delphi; Roux 1984) or the riches of a wealthy person (Herodotus 2.121A.2). It can also be a
stone offertory box in a sanctuary, where visitors dropped coins through a slit or a small hole. Their contents
were collected by the temple staff once a year and added to the revenues of the temple (Kaminski 1991). The
word also has the more general meaning of receptacles for valuables (Herodotus 7.190; 9.106.1).

2 Hellmann 2010, p. 159; Jones, Graham, Sackett 1973, p. 424-430.

“3 The reasons to hoard coins in Ancient times have been widely discussed by numismatists, archaeologists and
historians on the basis of the hoard contents. In the recent bibliography, see Aubin 2007, Guest 2015, Duyrat
2016, p. 293-300, Howgego, Wilson 2022, p. 7-13.
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possible when the house had to be avoided because it could be searched by the occupying
army: a hole in the ground, but also wells** and tombs.

All the money that was found, either gold or silver, in the temples and the public treasury, he seized, and
he ordered private citizens who had any to bring it to him on a day named, proclaiming death to those
who should conceal it, together with a reward of one-tenth to informers and freedom in addition in the
case of slaves. At first many concealed what they had, hoping that in the end the threat would not be
carried out, but when they saw the rewards paid and those who had been informed against punished, they
became alarmed, and having procured the appointment of another day, some of them dug their money out
of the ground, others drew it out of wells, and others brought it from tombs, in much larger amounts than
the former collections.

xpruota 82 doa Ay A xpuodg fi &pyvpog &v iepoig Te Kol Snpoaciolg, mévia oLAfoag ékéAevoe Kai TOV
1S10TIKOV EKQEPELY TOVG KEKTNHEVOLG €1G TIHEPAV PNV Kai EMeKNpLEE TOTG eV EmkpLuYaot Bavatov,
101g 8¢ Pnvhoaot §ekatnv, So0Ao1g 6¢ Kai éAevbepiav. ol 8 év pév dpyfi moAAol ouvékpuiav, 0UK &G TEAOG
éAmilovteg a@i&eabon TV dnelAnyv: Si8opévav 6€ T@V yep@dV Kol KOAX(OHEV®V TOV HNVLOHEVGOV €610V
Te Kol mpooBeopiav Etépav Aafovteg ol pev €k Yiig dvopuooov, ol 8¢ €K PpedTwV avipwy, ol 6¢ €éEépepov
€K TRQ®V TIOAD TIAEOVA TGV TIPOTEPWV.

Appian, Civil Wars, 4.9.73. Transl. H. White, Loeb CL.

The phenomenon illustrated by Appian is well known to numismatists. Coin hoards were
buried to protect their contents from soldiers or simply for ordinary security, and were not
recovered by their owners for reasons that are now unknown. In certain circumstances, when
wars were long, particularly destructive and led to movements of populations, a visible
increase in the number of hoards left in the ground is noticeable. A complete study of the
hoards known in Achaemenid and Hellenistic Syria has shown that only decade-long periods
of unrest lead to such a concentration of hoards: the wars of Alexander and the Successors or
the dynastic wars of the Seleucids associated with the expansion of the Hasmonean kingdom
during the second half of the 2" century BC. Shorter conflicts do not create clusters of hoards:
owners generally managed to recover their assets® or were stripped of them by force as, for
instance, when in 386 BC Dionysius of Syracuse persuaded the inhabitants of Rhegium to pay
for their freedom after he had besieged them for a year:

After the capture of Rhegium, he summoned a meeting of the citizens, and told them why he had a good
right to sell them as slaves. If, however, they would pay him the expenses of the war and three minas a
head besides, he would release them. The people of Rhegium brought forth everything they had hidden;
the poor borrowed from the wealthier and from the foreigners resident in the city; and so the amount
demanded was paid. But though he received this money from them, none the less he sold them all for
slaves, having succeeded <by his trick> in brlnglng to light everything they had previously concealed.
Priy1dv Te KataAaPov, EkkAncioy cuvayayav eine S10TL Sikadong pév v e€avSpamodioBeiey v’ abToD,
VOV HEVTOL T& €ig TOV TTOAEPOV avn%copsva XPTHOTO KOHIOGpEVOG Kail DTEP EKAGTOL CMOUATOG TPEIG LVEG
aonoe avTovg. ot 6¢ Pnywm doa T’ AV aOTOTG AMOKEKPLHPEVA Eppavii £moiouy, Kal oi &ropot ap
TV EDTOPOTEPWV KA TAPX TOV EEVRV Savewlopevol €nopioav & ékéAevoe xprpata. AaBov 8¢ tadta map’
aOT@V T T€ COPATH TGVTA 008EV RTTOV AMESOTO, T TE OKELN, & TOTE RV AMOKEKPLPPEVY, EpQavi] dmavta
Ehafe.

Aristotle, Oeconomica, 2.2.20. Transl. G.C. Armstrong, Loeb CL modified.

Armies themselves were hoard bearers, either to pay the wages of the soldiers or after looting
a defeated enemy. Soldiers carried money with them. Looting the camp of a fallen opponent
was a promise of fortune for the winners. Thus, in 490, at Marathon, after the Persians were

“ On hoarding in a well, see Plutarch, Alexander, 12 and Moralia. Bravery of Women 24 (cited above);
Polyaenus, Stratagems of war 8.40.
* Duyrat 2011.
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defeated, a man of the Persian army showed Callias “a great mass of gold buried up in a sort
of pit.”* In 479, after the battle of Plataea, Herodotus says that hoards were found too.*’

But in later days many of the Plataeans also found chests (thekai) full of gold and silver and other riches
(chremata).

Yotépo péviol xpove pett tadta kai tév ITAatoéev edbpov ouyvol Brkag xpuood kai dpydpou Kol Tév
GAA®V XPIHATGV.

Herodotus 9.83. Transl. A. D. Godley, Loeb CL modified.

Major coin hoards have often been considered by modern scholars as military chests hidden
when the course of battle was taking a bad turn. This is the case for the biggest gold hoard
found in Syria, in Saida (ancient Sidon), during the 19" century.*® More than 7,200 gold coins,
mostly of Philip II and Alexander the Great, were buried in six vases. The closure of the hoard
is c. 323-320 BC, at the beginning of the wars of the Successors. The strategic location, the
exceptional size and value of the hoard and its date are in favour of this being a military fund
used to pay the soldiers and the army’s supply.* The Meydancikkale hoard, found in 1980
during excavations in Cilicia, contained 5,215 silver coins buried in three different pots under
the floor of an administrative building. It is dated to c. 240-235; its mixed content — Attic and
Ptolemaic weight silver coins — matches the geopolitics of the region: the stronghold was a
Ptolemaic possession from 246 BC and an enclave in a region held by the Seleucids. The size
of the hoard, its burial in an administrative building, and the abandonment of the place
suggest an emergency burial of military funds when the Seleucids took the area back.

3. How to keep riches safe: containers

Private practices at home or elsewhere can be reconstituted by confronting texts, images and
archaeology.

3.1. Bags and purses

The most simple and inexpensive way of keeping riches together is probably a bag made of
organic material, either textile or leather,”' usually called a ballantion. Many texts attest the
use of purses to keep money:™

I don’t care, because here come some ambassadors with bags of silver (argyriou ballantia), to see me!
OAlyov pot péAer

€kewvol yop &g Ep’ Epyovtal Tiveg

npéafelg €xovreg dpyvpiov BaAravria.

Aristophanes, Knights, 1195-1197, transl. H. Henderson, Loeb CL.

An Attic terracotta dated to the 4™ century BC represents an actor sitting on an altar, holding a
more standard purse in his left hand that he empties in his right hand.”® The purse is of an

5 110D ypuoiov év MKk Tvi Katopwpuypévov. Plutarch, Aristides, 5.6, transl. B. Perrin, Loeb CL.
47 Other examples are gathered in Pritchett 1991, p. 505-541.

“8 Duyrat 2016, no. 93, p. 75-78.

9 Duyrat 2016, p. 345-346 and 418-420.

*0 Davesne, Le Rider 1989, p. 346-348.

STA pig’s bladder could be used as a purse: Aristophanes, Attributed Fragments 518.

52 Cf. Theophrastus, Characters 17.5, quoted above. Articles of silver or bronze or overlaid with metal were kept
in a leather bag (p&okwAog, phaskolos) in 4™ century inventories of the Acropolis of Athens: Harris 1995, p. 52,
no. 39.
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unchanging model: a small bag made of a piece of cloth or leather closed by a drawstring.”* A
reference to characters of middle comedy, he probably embodies a slave having stolen a purse
and sheltering against the owner’s wrath on the untouchable sanctity of the altar.

\

Fig. 1. Central medallion of a kylix in Baltimore, c. 510 BC. Image courtesy of the Johns Hopkins
Archaeological Museum, photography by James T. VanRensselaer, B4

Purses also appear on painted ceramic. Their content is rarely identifiable, except when the
scene is clearly a commercial exchange, allowing us to guess that they are bags of coins (fig.
1).> They should not be confused with other types of bags intended to carry knucklebones,
small balls or other objects: a recent study by Dyfri Williams defines a clear typology of bags
on vases (ballantia, phormiskoi, diktydia?) with separate uses, ballantia being exclusively
designed to carry coins>. They are, in particular, a standard attribute of citizens, identified by
their long staff and cloak on Attic vases. J.F. Forstrom devoted a study to these
representations of purses on the basis of the 155 vases in the Beazley Archive representing
such a device.” Interestingly, the purse motif appears principally in Attic vase-painting from

>3 Louvre Acquisition 1889 CA 265. Duyrat 2016, fig. 8.1, p. 407. See also a young man unfastening his purse
on the Louvre cup G143, Duyrat forthcoming.

> The simplicity of money purses depicted on vases is underlined by Williams 2022: “Smaller, seemingly soft,
opaque and undecorated pouches, perhaps of leather rather than cloth and sometimes shown with a closing cord
at the neck.” Pots could be in the shape of purses as emphasised by Beazley 1927, p. 193-194: the small lekythos
called aryballos was “a pot resembling a purse with the string drawn tight.” Both words lekythos and aryballos
can also serve for a purse.

> Duyrat forthcoming with a collection of vases depicting coins and purses. Other commercial scenes:
Boardmann 1975, p. 221; Meyer 1988; Bazant 1985, p. 33; von Reden 2003, fig. 8a-d.

% williams 2022.

> Forstrom 2015. This documented study, based on a significant sample, provides a statistical approach that

supersedes previous interpretations of the meaning of these purses, often related to seduction and sex, including
von Reden 2003, p. 195-216.
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the second half of the 6" century BC, after coinage became common in this area of the Greek
world. The study confronts the chronology of the vases, their shape, their place of production
and provenance, the workshops and artists names that used the purse motif and a careful
examination of the scenes and gestures involving purses. The conclusion of this enquiry is
that purses appear mainly in Attic vase-painting between c. 500-450 BC, mostly on cups and
pelikai by two groups of painters — the Penthesilea and Polygnotos groups — that were then
found principally in Etruscan sites (54%) and, for a quarter of them, in Attica. Purses are
represented in scenes involving men, youths and women, men and youths being generally the
purse bearers, other youths and women the receivers when there is a gift gesture. The
conclusion of Forstrom’s study is that “No singular interpretation arises out of the motif. The
purse does feed into the broadest possible interpretation of ‘exchange’, where gift-giving and
monetary exchange are combined.... [T]he purse can include other possibilities, especially as a
signifier of social status.”®

A skyphos in the collection of St Petersburg State Hermitage Museum provides a rare scene
with a coin:* on the right of face A, a man holds a purse in his right hand and raises an object
ressembling a coin in his left. His eyes meet the eyes of the woman standing on the left. Her
right hand emerges from her himation, palm up as to receive the coin. Between them, hanging
on the back wall, a lekythos, probably filled or to be filled with perfumed oil, could be the
merchandise sought by the man. The scene would then take place in a shop or in a mobile stall
on the agora. On face B, a woman presents a lekythos in her outstretched right hand to a youth
leaning on his staff. Her left hand also emerges from her himation, palm upward. The left
hand of the youth plunges into his himation toward a bulge, the shape of which could be that
of a purse. Face B seems to confirm the market environment of the iconography of this
skyphos.®

Its organic nature makes a purse an inconspicuous artefact for the archaeologist. It is
nonetheless possible sometimes to find traces of them in hoards. There is no detailed study of
these remains, but I have tried to track the scarce notes existing in publications of 355 Syrian
hoards: only four of them noted or suspected the existence of a bag or a cloth wrapping the
coins at the time of their burial.®* None provided pictures. Among the 4,375 coin hoards
available in IGCH, CH, WW and EH, only a handful is described as found in a bag or a cloth®
while of the eight hoards found in the excavations of Olynthus in the 1930s, only three were
in pots while the five others had apparently no container,* or an organic one that was entirely
degraded with time. The rarity of the information is not a true reflection of the use of bags to
bury coin hoards, but of the degradable nature of the material and also the lack of care when
the hoard was recovered, either by archaeologists or other finders. Although we lack sufficient

*8 Forstrom 2015, p. 56.
9 st Petersburg, State Hermitage Museum, 4224. See also Duyrat Forthcoming.

% Better than a man buying the services of a hetaira as usually supposed, even in Lewis 2002, p. 110. On both
sides the same legend is repeated: ¢ maig k&Aog, a common inscription on Attic vases dated to the 5™ century.
Lissarague 1999. On the sale of perfumed oil on Attic archaic and classical ceramic, see Chatzdimitrou 2008 and
Verbanck-Piérard, Massar 2013, p. 275-277 with bibliography. On other scenes with coins on vases, see Duyrat
forthcoming.

®! Duyrat 2016, p. 406-408.

62 «Ip silver vase, wrapped in linen cloth”, IGCH 1042, Dabla-Gomi, Georgia, before 325 BC; in a rag, IGCH
1614, WW 322, Samaria-Sebaste, 74 BC; “Coins wrapped in cloth”, IGCH 1681, Saqqara, Egypt, mid-3" century
BC; IGCH 1714, “cloth of wrapping still adhering to some coins”, Mit Rahineh, Egypt, c. 88 BC; “in cloth bag”,
CH 8.281, Eretria, c. 281 BC; “in a linen sack”, CH 9.369, Ascalon, 4™ century BC. CH 11 mentions several
purses but they might be ceramic pots: CH 11.3, 146 and 147.

63 Robinson, Clement 1938, hoards I-V, p. 165-176.
14



traces, it seems clear that sometimes coins could be buried only protected by a bag or a simple
cloth. This was probably the case for most of the coins found in the ground without any
visible container, since it seems doubtful that people took the risk of scattering their assets by
burying them without any protection.®

Fig. 2. Al Mina silver purse, c. 375 BC, Woolley 1938

Nonetheless, if most purses were probably made of organic material, some were made of
precious metal. A unique tubular silver purse 6.7 cm long and 2.5 cm in diameter was found
in the excavations of Al Mina, at the mouth of the Orontes river, in 1936 (fig. 2). It had hooks,
for suspension maybe to a belt, and a silver lid. It contained 55 very small silver
denominations struck in Arwad and Sidon and was probably buried c. 375 BC.*

A rare case of a woman carrying chremata (kosmos, ornaments, not coins in this particular
scene) is provided by Menander, Epitrepontes 381-382: the wife of Syros is given jewels to
hide in the front part of her dress, the prokolpion, made of a fold in the cloth. As women are
usually not represented with purses, it is possible that it was the place where they also carried
coins.

3.2. Earthenware, metalware: a variety of pots

My dear pot, you really do have many enemies, you and the gold that’s been entrusted to you. Now this is
the best thing for me to do, my pot: to carry you off into the shrine of Good Faith (Fides); there I’1l
conceal you well.

edepol ne tu, aula, multos inimicos habes

atque istuc aurum quod tibi concreditum est.

nunc hoc mihi factu est optumum, ut ted auferam,

aula, in Fidei fanum: ibi apstrudam probe.

Plautus, Aulularia, v. 580-583. Transl. W. De Melo, Loeb CL.

This address of Euclio to the aulula containing his gold, though a caricature of the miser, is a
true reflection of raw metal and coin hoarding in the Ancient World. The choice of the word
aulularia, meaning “little pot”, by Plautus as a title for the play underlines how ordinary it
was to protect a hoard in a pot. It leads to the amusing situation when a simple request by the
cook for a bigger cooking pot is seen by Euclio as a threat against his hoard.®

% An example of a big hoard of silver coins probably buried in the soil in a bag completely degraded: CH 10.26

(second half of the 4™ century BC), https://agora.ascsa.net/id/agora/deposit/f%2013%3a4?
g=hoard&t=&v=list&sort=&s=6; Anastassiades 2009, p. 117-118.

% Duyrat 2016, no. 33, p. 46-47.
66 Plautus, Aulularia, 392.
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The play was written in Rome c. 190 BC but the scene takes place in Greece and is in fact a
reflection of a common practice documented by earlier Greek texts. In Aristophanes’ Wealth
808-809, Cario describes what constitutes a happy life: abundant and delicious food and
beverages, but also luxury vessels made of metal and skeuaria (small vessels) full of gold and
silver. Another example is provided by Herodotus when he tells the story of the fictitious
Egyptian king Rhampsinitus who had a building constructed to protect his silver (&pyOpov
péyav), but he was robbed by the builder himself who included a moveable stone that allowed
him to enter the place at night:

When the king opened the building, he was amazed to see the vessels (aggeia) lacking their treasure
(chremata).

®¢ 6€ TUXETY TOV Baciéa avoi&avta o oiknpa, Bopdoat I6OVIA TV XPIHATOV KATASER TG &Yy,
Herodotus, 2.121.B1. Transl. A.D. Godley, Loeb CL.

Although pots were natural containers for a hoard in literature, pot hoards represent only
around 10% of the 4,375 coin hoards in IGCH, CH, WW and EH.* Most of the time, the short
notes of IGCH and CH just mention a pot without any information about its material
(ceramic? metal?) or its shape. Sometimes the container has been considered noticeable
enough to be named: a skyphos (twice, of which one in a grave), a kantharos (four times, all
in Kavala museum®), an olpe, or a lamp. Some large-scale excavations give us a bigger view
of the containers. Of the eight hoards found by the excavators in Olynthos, three were in pots:
a small jar (hoard VI, c. 379 BC), an oenochoe covered with a saucer (hoard VII, c. 379 BC)
and a small pitcher (hoard VIII, c. 348 BC).*” In another study, I have shown that only 30
(8.5%) of 355 Syrian hoards dating from the end of the 6" century to the end of the 1* century
BC had a container identified. For the remainder, either they were wrapped in organic
material destroyed with time, or their publishers failed to mention the container. 21 hoards
were discovered in terracotta pots (70% of the containers known), of which only two were
described by the publisher.” When exploring publications of hoards found with an
archaeological context, it is noticeable that most of the ceramic containers are common pots,
with no or little decor or specific features.

Metal containers, which are rarer, are more carefully noted. Only one seems remarkably
precious: a gold vase in which were hidden at least 21 gold staters of Philip II, Alexander III
and Philip IIT Arrhidaeus, buried c. 315-300 BC, was found with two gold torques in
Moldavia in 1953 (IGCH 800). A tiny number out of 4,375 hoards are described as found in
silver containers. For example, ten staters of Elis were deposited in a silver box in a
demolished wall in Naupactus c. 460 BC (IGCH 19), seven coins of Tarentum were found in
1896 in a luxurious silver pyxis (fig. 3) in Tarento (IGCH 1983, c. 280-270 BC),”* and 87
Thasian tetradrachms and denarii were discovered in a silver vessel in Stancuta (Romania)
buried after 52 BC (IGCH 662). In all these cases, the container is part of the value of the
hoard and can even be more valuable than the coins.

%7 This is a rather raw number: it would be necessary to check the bibliography of each hoard to obtain more
precise figures.

% Allin graves: it seems that it was usual to bury hoards in vases in eastern Macedonia during the Hellenistic
period, Kremydi 2018, p. 346.

% Robinson, Clement 1938, p. 176-183, pl. XXII-XXIV. Hoards VI and VII were found in two different rooms
of the same house.

7 Duyrat 2016, p. 405-406.
7! Vlasto 1930, p. 125-127; Wuilleumier 1930; Pfrommer 1987, p. 160-167, fig. 33.
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b.
Fig. 3. The Tarento hoard (IGCH 1983) silver pyxis, Wuilleumier 1930, pl. I-II (a: lid; b: side).

Copper or bronze vases are a little more frequent. In two cases the shape of the vase is an
oenochoe,” otherwise it is undetermined. Even lead could be used to protect buried coins,
either as a simple sheet wrapped around them, or wrought in the shape of a vase.”” In general,
it seems that any sort of pot could be used to protect a hoard, whatever its importance.”

3.3. Boxes, chests and keys

’2 Hollm, Albania, CH 8.67 = 9.14 (393 silver coins of Aegina and 1 of Thera, late 5™ century BC); Orlovka,
Ukraine, IGCH 726 (electrum coins of Cyzicus, c. 340-330 BC).

7 CH 7. 50 and 10.326: lead sheets; IGCH 1508: 6 lead vases (Duyrat 2016, p. 406); CH 9.734: in a lead pipe.
7* Same conclusion for Syria with more accurate data: Duyrat 2016, p. 408.
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Riches were also stored in chests, as already noted in the quotation of Lysias, Against
Eratosthenes, 10-12: the gold and silver he kept at home were safely protected in a kibotos.”
Theophrastus provides a vivid portrait of this practice while describing Mistrust:

When he is lying in bed he asks his wife whether she has locked up the money chest (kibotos), whether
the cupboard (kyliouchion) has been sealed, and whether the bolt is in place on the front door; and even if
she says yes he gets out of bed anyway, naked and barefoot, lights the lamp and runs around checking all
these, and only then can he get some sleep.

Kol TV YOVOIKA TV a0T0D €pRTRV KATAKEIPEVOG €1 KEKAEIKE TNV KIPOTOV, KAl €l GECT|HAVTAL TO
KLALOUXI0V, Kai €l 6 oyAdG eig TV BOpav TV adAsiav 2pBépAntar Kol &v ékeivn @ff, pnéév frTov adTog
AVOOTAG YOHVOG €K TOV OTPOHATOV Kal AvuTtOSNTOG TOV ADXVOV GUNG TODTA TIAVTX TIEPLSPAHMY
émokéPaobon kal o0Tw POAIG DTTVOL TuyXAvELy.

Theophrastus, Characters 18.4, Transl. J. Rusten, Loeb CL

This character is so popular in comedy that he is painted on a kalyx-krater signed by Asteas,
in Poseidonia, c. 350-340 (fig. 4). On a stage supported by five columns, four men are
depicted in a minimalist decor: a door opening inward closes the stage on the left and
symbolises a house; two female masks (one has nearly completely disappeared) and a wreath
hang on the back wall. “Two rascals, Gymnilos and Kosilos, have dragged the miser
(Charinos) out of his house on his strong-box (...). He looks to have gone to sleep on it to
better protect his wealth.””® Indeed he lies on a pile of folded textile. A slave stands to the
right of the scene.

™ An early occurrence of the word épyvpoBnikn (money-chest) may appear in a lost play of Diocles, Edmonds
1957, vol. 1, fragment 10A-13, p. 898-899; but the same word in Theophrastus 10.14 seems to be a later
addition, &pyvpobrkn becoming usual only after the 2™ century AD. Centuries later, Artemidorus of Daldis (late
2"_early 3" century AD) in his Interpretation of Dreams 2.58 states it neatly: “Chest, cupboards, and
strongboxes signify the dreamer’s wife, as that is where one has deposited one’s most precious assets” (Transl.
M. Hammond, Oxford World’s Classics, 2020).

7® Trendall, Webster, 1971, TV, 14.
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Fig. 4. Kzllyx—krater signed by Astes, in Poseidonia, c. 350-340. © Staatliche Museen zu Berlin,
Antikensammlung / Johannes Laurentius, CC BY-SA 4.0, inventory number: F3044

Chests are one of the commonest pieces of furniture in a Greek house.” They appear in texts
under different names, in most cases as a kibotos (K1w10¢), a kibotion (k3c&Tiov) or a larnax
(Aapva€).” They are omnipresent in daily life scenes represented on vases, sometimes used as
a seat. They were meant to store clothes or objects, precious or not, and are therefore
sometimes locked or sealed or not”. The classical form is a rectangular box, sometimes with a
gabled or arched lid, plain or delicately adorned with figures or more simple patterns, of
various sizes according to its use: from a trunk capable of holding two people, to a small box
fitting in a hand.®

77 On the distinct contents and purposes of chests (thekai, Brjkat) in a Greek house, Xenophon, Oeconomicus,
8.17.

78 Andrianou 2009, p. 109-113 for a detailed examination of the different names of boxes and chests in Greek.
7 On a sealed box (&xivoc) used for holding a written legal testimony according to the inscription painted on the
lid, see Boegehold 1982.

8 Briimmer 1985; Richter 1966, p. 72-79.
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F1g 5 Helen and Paris, Apulian bell-krater, Painter of Stockholm, c. 380 370 BC,
Louvre, K6, Tochon Collection, 1818. © GrandPalais RMN (musée du Louvre) / Hervé Lewandowski.

On Attic and Southern Italian vases of the Classical period, small chests are shown in the
hands of women who extract a jewel from them (fig. 5).%' They echo descriptions of jewel
boxes dedicated by women in temples. A vivid example is provided by the inventories of the
Opisthodomos of the Parthenon in Athens during the 4™ century: a jewel box dedicated by the
wife of an Athenian citizen contained luxurious headbands decorated with gold, and seals on
gold or silver rings.

In a painted box (kibotion), which Kleito, wife of Aristokrates, son of Oulios, son of Kimon, dedicated, in
which box there is a container in which there is a sealstone set in a gold ring, which Dexilla dedicated. A
neckband having 12 gold pieces on it, and another one having 12 gold pieces, and another having 7 gold
pieces. A choker having 10 gold pieces including some unfired. Two coloured glass seals having golden
chains, an onyx having a gold ring, a jasper seal having a gold ring, a glass seal set in gold having a gold
ring, a jasper seal set in gold, two seals having silver rings, seven coloured glass seals set in gold, a seal
set in gold, a gold necklace - - -

év Kifotie) mokiAe 6 KAerto "Aplotokpatoug 10

‘OvAiov Kipwvog yovr avéBnkev: &y koAyvidt évi év

16 KIfwtip) oepayig xpuoodv SaktvAov Exovaa:

A€ aveédnkev: dxBoBog xpuaia Exwv Shdeka:

€trepog BxBo1Pog ypuoia éxwv Swdeka: €Tepog

6x0o1Bog xpuoia Exwv énta: YAMb® xpuoia Exwv

§éka oLV TQ AMOPE* oEpayide LaAlVa TOKIAX

800" mepikeypLOLHEVAL GADTELS XpLAGS Exovaat

6vu€ xpuoodv SakTLALOV ExwV: GEpayig looTg

XpLC0oDV SaKTOALOV €xouaa GEPAYLG DAAIVT

TIEPIKEXPLOWEVT] XpLOODV SOKTOALOV €ovoa:

oQpayig I0OTIG TIEPIKEXPLOWHEVT): oPpayideg SVO

apyvpois SakTtuAious Exovoal: aepayideg LAAVAL

EMTA MOKIAQL TIEPIKEXPLOWHEVAL: TPPAYIG

TEPIYPLOOG: VIOSEPTS---

Transl. Harris 1995, p. 51, no. 37.

8 Richter 1966, Fig. 395, 396, 399. See also Polyneikes giving Harmonia’s necklace (from a box) to Eriphyle, c.
450-440 BC (Louvre G442).
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In the inventories of Delos, the jewels are often exhibited with boxes: a gold ring with a stone
is presented in a small box (¢y kifwtapint pikpdt), other objects appear in wooden boxes but
also in more precious ones in ivory or covered with leather or in papyrus.® They play a role in
displaying the precious offerings they contain but also in keeping them together and
protecting them.

A relief from Melos dated c. 450 BC depicts the release of the body of Hector in exchange for
gold (fig. 6): the dead hero, still naked, lies on the ground while old king Priam stands on the
right side of the scene, mourning his son. On the left, Achilles holds a large scale on which a
servant of Priam places a gold ingot. He has taken it from the chest on the floor below the
scale, the lid of which is still open.® The boxes, as represented, do not seem to offer a very
strong protection. Sometimes, “the lid was secured not by a lock, but by winding a string
around two [or more] knobs, which were respectively on the lid and on the chest.” Such a
closure system is clearly represented on a plate in the National museum in Athens and a
hydria in New York.*

Fig. 6. Relief from Melos, the ransom of Hector, c. 450 BC, Courtesy of ROM (Royal Ontario Museum),
Toronto, Canada, 926.32. ©ROM.

Archaeological remains of chests in a housing context are extremely rare. Generally, the only
traces left are the hinge joints of the lid, nails, bronze bosses and ornaments made of ivory or

82 Prétre 2012, p. 79-80, 137-145.

8 Royal Ontario Museum 926.32; Briimmer 1985, p. 99-100, Fig. 28a. Homer says that Priam paid a ransom of
10 talents of gold, precious robes and cloaks, tripods, cauldrons and a beautiful Thracian cup to reclaim the
corpse of his son. It was taken from a protected vault where his treasure was kept in chests: poplopédv émonpata
KOA' avéwyev. Homer, Iliad, 24.228 and 232.

8 Richter 1966, p. 73 and 75-76, Fig. 393; the plate in Athens, National Museum 14792; the hydria in New
York, Metropolitan Museum 41.162.87.
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bronze.* More are known from funerary contexts (larnakes). The latter are of foremost
importance for the understanding of our topic: contrary to the iconography of vases and
sculpture, some have one or several keyholes and sometimes the key itself has been
preserved.® In Eretria, a bronze box with a keyhole was still complete. It was found in a
domestic context (house IV), under soil levelled with a filling containing sherds of ceramics.
It is dated to the end of the 4" or the beginning of the 3" century BC (fig. 7).¥” In Elis, the
tomb of Philimina contained the remains of a rectangular “wooden box with metal fittings and
bone decoration” dated to the third quarter of the 3" century. “A square, bronze fitting with
four holes belonged to the exterior of the lock. Hemispherical discs were placed on these
fittings. An iron I'-shaped key, square in section, belongs to the same box and preserves a
bronze ring at its end.”® This box was filled with toiletries, but it was probably safe enough
for more precious items. In Delos, several bronze ornaments, some for a wooden box, have
been found with a key and a keyhole.*

Fig. 7. Eretria, end of the 4th-beginning of the 3rd century BC. Eretria Museum B823. © Ecole suisse
d’archéologie en Gréce.

Chests are standard equipment in Greek houses, but more original boxes could be used to
keep coins or precious objects. A rare coin hoard was concealed in a bronze box in the shape
of an Egyptian cartouche — uninscribed — with a pivoting opening mechanism, found in the
excavations led by Maurice Dunand in Byblos.”

More rarely associated with safekeeping, cupboards (kylicheia) were pieces of furniture with
shelves closed by curtains to keep — and display — silverware and ceramics according to

8 Andrianou 2009, p. 66-67.

% A chest apparently without keyhole: Richter 1966, p. 76. List of chests in tombs: Andrianou 2009, p. 67-81.
See also Prétre 2012, p. 138, the absence of keys is noted in the Delian inventories listing boxes: kifwtoig
TIOAKLAG KAETG ODK €KOVOAG.

87 Reber 1998, p. 84, Fig 134; Andrianou 2009, p. 66-67, 70.

8 Andrianou 2009, p. 73-75; Themelis 1994, vol. 1, p. 156-157, vol. 2, ill. p. 83-87.

8 Siebert 1973, p. 569-570. Iron keys, keyholes and locks for the temples are also noted in the Delian
inventories: Deonna 1938, p. 249.

% Dunand 1954, p. 67, fig. 44: 13 silver coins of Byblos, Tyre, Lycia, and a Persian siglos, buried c. 450 BC.
Duyrat, 2016, no. 11.
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Athenaios.”" In Theophrastus, the cupboard can be sealed and is obviously part of the security
of precious objects in the house,” but it is not as common as pots, chests and boxes.

3.4. Money boxes and beehives

Individual collection boxes are rather common in the Roman world but seem rare in the Greek
world. As a result, a fine moneybox in the shape of a temple found in house 25 in Priene in
the 1890s and dated to the 2™ century BC has been considered the oldest known private piggy
bank (fig. 8).” It imitates one of the thesauroi that were so common in Delphi or Olympia: the
terracotta building stands on a three-stepped krepis; only the facade is moulded, with two
engaged columns framing a closed door and supporting a pediment decorated with acroteria.
The horizontal slit to insert the coins is pierced in the pediment. The style of the colums, with
the upper half fluted and the lower half smooth, dates to the Hellenistic period. The rear part
of the box is semi-circular and smooth. A square opening in the back, the lid of which is lost,
allowed the owner to remove the coins. Such ‘piggy-banks’ were called thesauroi in Greek.
The Priene potter played on words when he gave his terracotta thesauros the shape of a stone
thesauros.

Fig. 8. Terracotta moneybox from the excavations of Priene, 2™ century BC, 16 x 9 x 8 cm
© Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Antikensammlung / Johannes Laurentius, CC BY-SA 4.0, inventory number: TC
8574.

However remarkable, the moneybox of Priene is not the oldest in the Greek world. The Tel
Tsippor hoard (IGCH 1514) buried c. 311 BC in Judaea was deposited within an already
closed jug that had a hole pierced into its side, large enough to insert the coins, transforming
the jug into a moneybox (fig. 9).* It contained 56 tetradrachms with the types of Alexander —
lifetime and posthumous — as well as 4 local imitations of Athenian drachms. Reusing a

o Deipnosophistai 5.199¢ with a luxurious example of cupboard in the pompe of Ptolemy II; Andrianou 2009, p.
82-83 with other references.

92 Theophrastus, Characters 18.4, Andrianou 2009, p. 82-83.
% Wiegand, Schrader 1904, p. 465.
% Duyrat 2016, hoard 105; Rahmani 1966.
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ceramic vessel by opening a slit in its side became a well known practice during the Roman
period; furthermore, the ordinary collection box of the time was very simply shaped as a
round pot with a slit.* Therefore, it is probable that slitted pots like the Tel Tsippor one
existed elsewhere in the Greek world but have not been noticed by excavators, especially if
the pots were broken and the slit or hole invisible.

Fig. 9. Tel Tsippor hoard (IGCH 1514) and its jug, buried c. 311 BC,
Photo: Clara Amit, Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority

A more original case is raised by Aristophanes in Wasps 241 (422 BC), where a verse about
Laches, the Athenian general allied to Nicias and opposed to Cleon, mentions a beehive as a
place where money could be hidden: “Everybody says he’s stuffed his hive with money.”* If
meant to make the Athenians laugh at Laches’ greed, the mention of the hive is probably not a
metaphor. Roman moneyboxes could take a beehive shape, maybe because beehives, like
piggy banks, have a slit through which the insects come in,” and maybe also because of the
symbolic strength of the business of the bees accumulating pollen and producing honey all
through the summer, but of course probably also because the stings of the insects could
discourage thieves. Greek beehives were terracotta pots, either intended to lie horizontally on
the ground or to stand upright, and they could as well have been used to keep coins.”

4. Public and private places

Once gathered in a container, riches could be concealed or simply protected in many different
places.

4.1. At home

% Graeven 1901, p. 169-170, Figs. 8-10.
% sippAov 8¢ paot xpnpdtev Exev &navieg adtov, Aristophanes, Wasps 241, Transl. J. Henderson, Loeb CL.
9 Graeven 1901, p. 181.

B ones, Graham, Sackett 1973; Anderson-Stojanovi¢, Jones 2002. On a hoard found in Yemen, “allegedly
inside a beehive vessel”, see Huth 2010, p. 103, no. 15.
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Houses were the first place where people kept their assets.” As seen previously in Lysias’
speech against Eratosthenes, the orator had placed a fortune in gold, silver and electrum coins
and silver vases in his bedroom (domation). The comedy miser of the Italic painter Asteas is
pictured sleeping on a big chest (fig. 4) that might also be the sort of furniture (kibotos) used
by Lysias in his own bedroom. Of the eight hoards from Olynthus buried between c. 479 and
348 BC, five were hidden in houses, of which two under the floors of a kitchen and one in the
flue next to it.'*”

Even in the poor house of Euclio, the miser of Plautus (c. 190 BC), the gold treasure can be
kept at home, with two bolts locking the door.'”* The presence of bolts and locks at home is
repeatedly noted as a key disposition for securing the house: Theophrastus’ Mistrust character
cannot sleep without double checking that the house is properly locked although his wife
assures him she has done it. He also checks that the chest and cupboard are properly sealed.'*
The security of the house relies on these successive locks.'” The importance of these devices
is also emphasised in Aristophanes’ Wealth:

Not true! That’s a burglar’s slander. You see, he broke into the house but had nothing to snatch, because
he found everything under lock and key, so he called my precautions cowardice.

Kot , GAAG e

TOLXWPLXOG TIG S1€LaA’ - €lobug yap mote

00K gixev eig v oikiav 008&v Aapelv,

e0PAOV AMUEATOVTO KATOKEKAT|HEV O

€T GVOPQOE pov TV Tpovolav Sethiav.

Aristophanes, Wealth, v. 203-207. Transl. J. Henderson, Loeb CL

Coin hoards have been found in houses during excavations. One of the oldest examples in
Greece is the 8" century BC hoard of Hackgold excavated in a house in Eretria, under the
floor of a room and near a wall. It would be easy to provide a long list of other examples of
coin hoards found under house floors, though the detail of the context of these finds is rarely
given by archaelogists.'* Different situations can be identified. In many cases, archaeologists
can clearly locate the hoard under a floor and the voluntary burial by the owner is not in
doubt. This is the case for the famous Khirbet Qumran hoard buried c. 8 BC in three jars in
the same house: two under a threshold and the third one near the north wall of the same
room.'” However, it also happens that the destruction of the house blurs our understanding. In
Al Mina, c. 375 BC, the structure’s floors were destroyed, and thus it is impossible to say
whether the coins were found on the floor (fallen from a collapsed first floor or a shelf) or
buried below.'*® Hoards could be buried in walls, as in Mit Rahineh (Egypt) where 36

% In 7 of 18 occurences of coins in Plautus and Terence, they are kept at home: de Callatay 2015, p. 34.

1% Robinson, Clement 1938, p. 161-162.

" Aulularia 103-104.

102 Theophrastus, Characters 18.4.

Plautus provides a series of scenes with the same environment: a treasure locked at home in a chest or a
cupboard or buried: Trinummus 140-156 (at home); Epidicus 308-309 (at home in a sealed cabinet, opsignato
armario); Aulularia 1-14 (at home buried in the middle of the hearth), 823-824 (in a chest at home, in arca apud
me).

104 por example in Syria: Duyrat 2016, no. 145, Tell Sukas, c. 243/2, beneath the floor in the corner of a house;
no. 166, Oylum Hoytigii, c. 203/2 BC, in the corner of a room; no. 285, Maresha, c. 112 BC, under the floor of a
room; no. 294, Ascalon, c. 100 BC, under the floor of a room, etc.

1% Duyrat 2016 no. 357.
1% Duyrat 2016, no. 36.
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Ptolemaic coins were found in excavation, with traces of the cloth in which they were
wrapped.'”’

Olynthus offers a unique case of a Greek city abandoned after its destruction by Philip II’s
army in 348 and widely excavated in the 1920s-1930s. N. Cahill carefully mapped the coin
finds made in around a hundred houses excavated. Single finds — mostly bronze coins — were
concentrated around the agora, in streets and houses where workshops and shops were
identified. Silver coin hoards created a different pattern: eight were found in houses, away
from the agora, in both North and South Hills of the town. “The fact, however, that nearly all
the silver hoards were found in houses on the North Hill which were involved in domestic
industry, but which did not display outward signs of prosperity such as mosaics or cut-stone
facades, emphasizes the association between monetary wealth and trade and industry rather
than with traditional pursuits.”'® Coins only represented a small proportion of fortunes:
readily usable and transportable wealth. The link made between trade, industry and coin
hoards observable in Olynthos on the basis of a town-size sample is interesting. It would be
worth comparing Olynthos with other large size excavations but I do not know of similar
approaches in their publications.

4.2. In the ground

Literature gives a foremost place to burial as the way of safeguarding a treasure. It is a
commonplace to describe a character worried by the protection of his gold looking for the
safest place to dig a hole and bury a pot of gold as described by Ploutos himself in the play of
Aristophanes: “If I find myself in a pauper’s house, he immediately digs a hole and puts me
underground.”'® Such behaviour was so common that it is repeatedly described in literature.
One of the most frequently quoted instances is this sentence in Xenophon:

No one ever yet possessed so much silver as to want no more; if a man finds himself with a huge amount
of it, he takes as much pleasure in burying the surplus as in using it.

Aapyvplov 8¢ oVdeig e 00T TOAD EKTNOATO, OOTE pr| €Tt TPoadeiaBar GAA™ fjv Tiol yévnTal mapmAnBEég,
10 MepiTtebov KaTopOTTOVTEG 008EV TToV fiSovTal i XpoOHeVOL adTE.

Xenophon, Ways and means 4.7, Transl. E. C. Marchant, Loeb CL.

But this observation should not be read out of context: it ends a paragraph in which Xenophon
observes that copper, iron, wine or corn, when abundant, become cheap, while a new silver
seam creates a rush to open new mines and an increased eagerness for the metal. He also
underlines one of the properties of precious metal: it keeps its value through time and is worth
hoarding, at least the surplus. These widespread habits explain why so many coin hoards have
been identified. As a matter of fact, the 4,375 hoards known to us probably represent a
minority of what was really buried between the end of the 7" century BC and the 1* century
BC: the owners may have removed their assets from the ground in many cases, others may
have found what was left, and last but not least, IGCH, CH, WW and EH are only a reflection
of what numismatists have recorded in collections and commerce, mostly since the beginning
of the 20" century. In the 58 excavations in Syria I was able to analyse, isolated gold or silver
coins were rare.'"” This observation shows that the vast majority of precious-metal coins

"7 IGCH 1714, c. 88 BC.

108 Cahill 2002, p. 272-273 and fig. 61, p. 271; table 14, p. 272.

109 v HEV yop €lg pe18A0V eloeABmV TOX®, / €0BVG KATWPLEEY e Katd TG YiiG K&Tw. Aristophanes, Wealth,
237-238, Transl. J. Henderson, Loeb CL.

19 For the Hellenistic period: 54 silver coins and 1 gold coin were found isolated on 19 different sites, of which
one was a necropolis where 5 silver coins and 1 gold coin were found in tombs. Duyrat 2016, p. 258-259 and
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currently held in coin cabinets and private collections, most without provenance, or sold on
the market, come from hoards that elude our knowledge. Hoarding coins in the soil seems to
have been a widespread habit.

It is difficult to determine a pattern in hoarding in the current state of knowledge, but one
place was obviously related with the protection of wealth: sacred precincts. Temples kept
treasuries, deposits, products of tithes (dekate) and other taxes, and offerings of the
worshippers; they also had banking activities.""' But sacred precincts also seem to have been
considered safer to bury private nest eggs.''* Plautus provides a vivid example of such
behaviour. In Aulularia, Euclio decides that his house is not safe enough to keep his pot of
gold, and chooses to bury it in the grove and shrine (luco et fano) of Fides,"* with this
invocation:

Good Faith, you know me and I know you. Make sure you don’t change your name if I entrust this to you.
I’ll go to you, Good Faith, with trust in your faithfulness.

Fides, nouisti me et ego te: caue sis tibi

ne tu immutassis nomen, si hoc concreduo.

ibo ad te fretus tua, Fides, fiducia.

Plautus, Aulularia, 584-586. Transl. W. De Melo, Loeb CL.

The invocation is repeated later and overheard by a servant eavesdropping (v. 608-623),
leading Euclio to move his hoard again. He chooses another shrine, but in a wilder place,
outside the town walls, in a grove dedicated to Silvanus, “difficult to reach and full of willow
thickets”."'* As usual, Plautus, though describing a scene supposedly taking place in Athens,
brings mixed realities where it is not always easy to differentiate Greek and Roman features.
But in such a case, he seems to depict a behaviour transcending cultures.™* Euclio’s choices,
although caricatural, might explain why we sometimes unearth hoards in lost places far from
housing or farm buildings. Rural precincts, only identified by a peribolos wall or several
horoi that have left no archaeological trace, could have felt safer than houses or a town
environment.

Conclusion

The sample gathered in this article, if not exhaustive, already provides a reliable case study on
how the ancient Greeks protected their wealth. Literary texts mostly refer to an Athenian
reality, but they also depict archetypal behaviours that remained true in other places and
times. The variety of containers noted in texts, iconography and archaeology contrasts with
our ignorance of the places in the house that were considered appropriate for keeping riches
safe: Lysias’ bedroom, the floor of a kitchen in Olynthus, the hearth in Plautus, no place
seems to be particularly devoted to this role.

Table 3.1.

! For a sacred hoard of gold buried in the earth in a precinct in Locri, see Dionysus of Halicarnassus, Roman

Antiquities 20.9.

12 Examples of hoards buried in shrines, that are not foundation deposits or offerings: Iseion, Eretria, Euboea
(IGCH 221); Alabanda, Caria (CH 10.299, Hamdi Bey 1905); Jerusalem, Temple Mount, outside the East Wall
(IGCH 1625, WW 350); North Bubastid door, Karnak temple (CH 10.454, EH 197).

113 plautus, Aulularia 615.
114 Plautus, Aulularia 667-676.
115 For a detailed study on the historical nature and archetypes in Theophrastus’ Characters, see Lane Fox 1996.
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Precious belongings, especially gold and silver artefacts, required a physical protection
organised as best as possible. The numerous cases of failure reported in literature, as well as
the anxiousness of the owner highlighted in comedy, shed light on the difficulty of keeping
these riches safe. As a result, wealthy people avoided putting all their eggs in the same basket:
cash at home (not in the earth), loans, deposits in banks, investments in businesses, women’s
kosmos and precious metalwear represented a protective diversification. The wealthy did not
hoard their precious metal, whether coined or uncoined: they stored it. They did not hide it:
they ensured that their cash, precious metalwear and jewellery were protected at home and
remained liquid. It is probably for the same reason that engraved gems and jewellery, when
their provenance is known, mostly come from tombs. Either the dead departed with them, or
they were traded, inherited or recycled.

Very large coin hoards are often associated with military contexts and do not appear to be
linked to the upper classes. Characters in literature connected with the burial of hoards are
generally poor people or misers. Hoarding in the ground was practiced by the less well-off
who did not have secure places at home. It is not certain that the amounts of precious metal
hidden in the ground or elsewhere were sufficient to hamper economic growth and
investment. The proportion of buried wealth was probably limited, although it increased in
war time, as mentioned by Plutarch in the Life of Pompey, when his army landed near Utica in
81 BC:

Some soldiers, it would seem, stumbled upon a treasure (thesauros) and got considerable amounts of
money (chremata). When the matter became public, the rest of the army all fancied that the place was full
of money which the Carthaginians had hidden away in some time of calamity.

OTPATIATAL YAP TIVEG, OG E01KE, Bnoavpd nepimecovieg EAafov ouxva XpriHata. ToD §& TIPAYHOTOG
Yevoévou gavepod 80Ea Tolg EAAOIG TapECTH TAGL XPNUATOVY HECTOV Elval TOV TOMOV &v Tolg oTe ThXIG
16V Kapyndoviwv amotebeipévmv.

Plutarch, Life of Pompey 9.3-4. Transl. B. Perrin, Loeb CL.

War was a major disruption in people’s life. They fled with their belongings or were stripped
of them by the winner as shown by the examples of Dionysius in Rhegium in 386 BC or
Cassius in Rhodes in 42 BC. Armies would exert violent coercion to obtain hidden wealth.
Such upheavals could lead anyone to bury or hide treasures in wells, holes in the earth or
anywhere unusal, but in principle only temporarily. For the very wealthy, the best way to
safeguard their wealth could be, as it is today, to lend it to someone else. As a consequence,
what texts and archaeology bring to our knowledge of how the Greeks kept their private
wealth safe, is only the tip of the iceberg.

Frédérique Duyrat
Ashmolean Museum — University of Oxford — Wolfson College
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, IVe section
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