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Abstract

This thesis studies spits and iron in Archaic Greece and Cyprus. Chapter One surveys
previous research on spits and iron. Chapters Two to Six consider the evidence for spits in
detail with the following agenda: who used them, when, where, for what, how, and what were
their associations? Chapters Two, Three and Four focus on archaeological finds from
funerary, settlement and sanctuary contexts respectively. Chapter Five looks at the
iconographic evidence, and Chapter Six deals with written references to spits in inscriptions

and literary texts.

Throughout these chapters, the ancient tradition that spits were used as a favoured form of
pre-coinage money 1s considered carefully. It is concluded that the material evidence fails to
support this interpretation, and that the tradition was invented in the fourth century.
Nevertheless, denominations of coins were named after spits, and it 1s hypothesised that this
resulted from the appropriation of spits and bundles of spits as visual analogies with which to

describe the relationship between obols and drachmas.

Chapter Seven observes that in Aegean Greece and Cyprus, metal spits were manufactured
exclusively from iron from the tenth /ninth century onwards. Moreover, they were one of the
largest of a range of new 1ron types to be introduced during the Early Iron Age, were
manufactured from high quality metal, and were a long-lived type. As such, they offer an

"Index" of the value of iron.

Chapter Eight uses this index to argue that, contrary to established views, the high Late
Bronze Age value of iron persisted into the tenth century, and though it declined thereafter, it
did so gradually. Moreover, iron did not become a cheap alternative to bronze. These
conclusions have important ramifications for the interpretation of the transition from bronze

to iron. Chapter Nine provides a brief summary of the thesis.
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Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Aims

The ancient tradition that the Greeks used iron 6feAotl /ofeAloxor, spits, as money is well
known. It has been much debated and has an important bearing on the origins of coinage, as
well as implications for the development of iron in the Iron Age, though the latter is seldom
acknowledged. Previous studies have been fragmented between different disciplines within
Ancient History, including archaeology, iconography, epigraphy, historiography and
numismatics, and have not used the full range of evidence available. This thesis attempts to
offer new insights on this question through the systematic examination of all the available
sources and their synthesis. However, the thesis also moves beyond the agenda dictated by
the ancient tradition, by surveying the development of spits through their distribution,
typology, and non-monetary roles. From this, spits emerge as one of the most substantial of
an array of iron types to be introduced during the Early Iron Age, supersede bronze types,
and enjoy longevity. Moreover, as their form is relatively simple their value would have
depended more on that of the metal from which they were fashioned than on elaborate
craftsmanship. Further, the ancient tradition that spits were used as pre-coinage money has
ensured that they have received far more attention from archaeologists than most other iron
types in terms of recognition, recording and publication. For these reasons, spits offer a
particularly firm foundation for the analysis of the development of iron during the Iron Age,
and especially its value, its relationship to bronze, and how and why iron began to be

exploited in greater quantities after the end of the Late Bronze Age.

1.2 Previous Research
1.2.1 Obelography

An early interest in spits was fostered by the ancient tradition that they were used as

pre-coinage money. This was accepted almost uncritically until the early nineteenth century,
when scholars began to be more questioning'. During the late nineteenth century, the
discovery in Africa of anthropological parallels for the use of a wide variety of iron tools as
money bolstered the tradition. However, this evidence lost prominence after Waldstein,
directing the American School's first ever major excavation project in Greece, unearthed a

massive bundle of spits at the Argive Heraion in 1894%. The bundle, which remains the

'See Gansiniec 1956 410 for a summary of scholarship on roasting spits to the end of the nineteenth
century AD.

*Waldstein 1902 77. See also Appendix B1 S2a.



Chapter One

largest single hoard ever found, belonged to the Archaic period, and could be linked to a
story preserved in an ancient etymology, that Pheidon of Argos had been the first to issue a
silver coinage, and that he had recalled the units of the old spit currency and dedicated them
to Hera at the Heraion®. Accordingly, Waldstein had no doubt that the iron spits in the
bundle he found had been used as money, and drew an analogy with the use of giant

arrowheads as money in Zanzibar by "savages"*.

During the twentieth century, research has been led by further discoveries, either of spits or
of inscriptions relating to ofeAot. The general consensus which has emerged 1s that spits
were implements for roasting meat first and foremost, but that they may have had other
functions. The secondary role most commonly considered has continued to be that spits were
used as pre-coinage "money'. This interpretation has been applied with most enthusiasm to
the bundle from the Argive Heraion, especially by Svoronos, Seltman and Courbin, each of
whom examined the find in detail and tried to determine the rate at which one spit's worth of
iron would have been exchanged for one obol's worth of silver®. Attempts to relate finds
from other sites to the bundle from the Argive Heraion and the tradition attached to Pheidon
include Woodward on spits from Artemis Orthia, Payne /Wade Gery on spits and inscribed
bases for dedications of spits from Perachora, Platon & Feyel commenting on an inventory
from Khorsiai which mentions spits, and Raubitschek commenting on an inscription
recording the dedication of one Phanaristos’. More recently, Bound has suggested that spits
from the wreck of ca. 600 off Giglio may have functioned as units of pre-coinage money?®.

The interpretation has also been favoured by some general surveys’.

Some archaeologists have rejected the notion that spits were used in this way, especially
D'Agostino, commenting on the function of spits from two native Italian "princely" tombs at

Pontecagnano in Italy and their archetypes in Greece'®, and A.E. Furtwingler discussing

*Etymologicum Magnum s.v. "0BeAioxoc”; Waldstein 1902 61; Svoronos 1906.
“Waldstein 1902 61 & n2.

*The definition of "money" (sometimes "currency") is crucial to the interpretation, as stressed by Murray in
Courbin 1983 156. The sense in which it is understood in this thesis is discussed in §2.3.4c¢.

®Svoronos 1906, Seltman 1924 117-122, Courbin 1959 & 1983.

"Woodward in Dawkins 1929 391-392, Payne 1940 187-189 & Wade-Gery in Payne 1940 256-261, Platon
& Feyel 1938 162-163, Raubitschek 1950 296.

8Bound 1991 26.

’See, for example, Caramessini-Oeconomides 1969 443-445, Coldstream 1977 155 (though he notes that the
ancient tradition is problematic).

D' Agostino 1977a 18-20 & 1977b 9-13.



Chapter One

finds from the Samian Heraion''. More commonly, it has been discounted only in the case of
specific finds: for example, by Courbin on the finds from Argive tombs'?, Tomlinson on the
spits listed in the inventory at Khorsiai'?, Popham on the fragments of spits from Lefkandi',
Karageorghis & Demas on a bronze spit from the pre-Phoenician levels of the temple at
Kition", and Strgm on the finds from Argive tombs and Perachora'®. Other archaeologists
have remained uncommitted to either view when interpreting particular finds or groups of
finds, such as Jeffery on the drachma dedications from Perachora'’, Karageorghis on Cypriot
spits'®, Stampolidis on those from Eleftherna'’, and Snodgrass on those from the Knossos

North Cemetery®.

Other interpretative possibilities have been discussed, but less often and far less universally.
Karageorghis, studying spits from Palaepaphos-Skales has suggested that spits may have had
a role as symbols of prestige®’. Other scholars, such as Bammer & Muss on the examples
from the Ephesian Artemision®, have commented that aside from their function as roasting
implements, spits from sanctuary contexts may be regarded as a class of votive dedication.
A.E. Furtwingler has suggested that the reason for such dedications may have been that spits
were the fabric on which offerings of meat were placed®, or alternatively, that they were a
medium in which gifts of iron could be made, the spit being a form in which the metal could

be stored and traded®*.

"A.E. Furtwiingler 1980.

2Courbin 1957 369, 1974 136.

PTomlinson 1980 223.

“Popham et al. 1982 240.

'*Karageorghis & Demas 1985 246.

'®Strgm 1992 44,

YJeffery 1990 124.

"®Karageorghis 1972 171.

Stampolidis 1994 107 .

PKNC 590-591.

*'Karageorghis 1983 75 & 372.

“2Bammer & Muss 1996 90.

PFurtwingler 1980 esp. 95f on the spits from the Samian Heraion, followed by Kilian 1983 133 when
discussing the finds from Philia, cf. Bertarelli-Sestieri 1985 651-652, 661, 682 on the spits from the

Poseidonian Hypogaeum.

*Forbes 1967 32, Bakhuizen 1976 57, A.E. Furtwiingler 1980 94, Buchholz 1991 78, and Strgm 1992 45,
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Studies based on the archaeological evidence as a whole have tended to privilege one
particular group of finds, testing all hypotheses against them. This group includes the spits
from tombs at Argos, Knossos, Pontecagnano and various sites in Cyprus, and from
sanctuaries at the Argive Heraion, Artemis Orthia, Khorsiai, Perachora, Philia, the
Poseidonian Hypogaeum, the Samian Heraion, and the inscribed base of Phanaristos’
dedication recorded at Krisa. Material from Gortyn and Dreros has occasionally been
included in this list, though the objects in question do not appear to be spits®. This eclectic
selection, which ranges from eleventh-century Cypro-Geometric graves to a late sixth-
century hypogaeum at Poseidonia and a temple inventory from fourth-century Khorsiai®, is
not representative. The use of such chronologically and culturally disparate material for the
interpretation of new finds has inhibited the appreciation of local developments and
diachronic variations. Its dominance has meant that the full range of material evidence has
not been maximised, with many discoveries playing little or no part in most discussions,
including those from Delphi, Dodona, Eleftherna, Emborio, Ephesos, Epidauros, Gelidonya,
Halieis, Kalapodi, Katarraktis, Kition, the sanctuary of Demeter at Knossos, Kommos, Mount
Hymettos, Nauplia, Nemea, Olympia, Pherai, Poseidi, Pylos, Sardis, Sindos, Torricella,
Tyros, Vergina and Zagora. The material from some of these sites has come to light only

recently, but the majority has been known for some time.

Not all studies have concentrated on the archaeological evidence. In those which examine
the iconographic evidence, the main focus of interest in the types of scene in which spits are
represented has been their relationship to a lost work of the sculptor Styppax?’ or, more
commonly, what may be learned of the rite of sacrifice”. Almost no attention has been paid
in these studies to the question of whether spits were used as pre-coinage money, and little
attempt has been made to mine this source for information about the nature and history of

spits as an artefact type”.

Studies centring on the written evidence have concentrated almost entirely on the texts which

preserve the ancient tradition that spits were used as pre-coinage money. Most attention has

»See Appendix C.

*Some discussions have appealed to material from native Italy, which is of questionable significance in the
study of a Greek phenomenon: see, for example, Bruns 1970.

YSee Mayer 1893, Metzger 1965 and Rizza 1959-1960.

%Gee esp. Ricci 1946-1948, Kron 1971 139-144, Durand & Lissarrague 1983, Durand 1986, Durand &
Schnapp 1989, the essays by Detienne, Vernant, Durand, Hartog collected in the volume edited by Detienne &
Vernant 1989, and the studies by van Straten 1988 & 1995 118, 130-136, 144-153.

®The main exception is Kron 1971 139-144 who attempts to use iconographic evidence to identify the
pempobolon, a type of artefact which was probably closely related to the iron spit.
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been paid to Sparta, where analyses have concentrated on the origin of the sources for the
tradition and their biases®’, and on whether there is evidence for the circulation of wealth at
Sparta in a form other than spits during the Archaic and Classical periods’'. Some scholars
have been able to accommodate the tradition®* while others have regarded it with scepticism
or rejected it altogether’. On the sources for the use of spits as pre-coinage money at Argos,
the most thorough and influential examination has been offered by W. Brown in 1950, who
concluded that they were thoroughly unreliable. Kagan responded in 1960 with an attempt to
defend the tradition, though this proves unconvincing. Little attention has been paid to the
sources associated with Byzantion. Beyond the analysis of the ancient tradition, few
attempts have been made to use incidental references in literature or epigraphy to study spits.
Three thorough articles by Tod concerned with the words 0oAd¢ and dpayur} provide
notable exceptions®, though these are concerned more with epigraphic documents than
literary texts, are written with a numismatic perspective and are weighted towards the study

of obol and drachma coins rather than spits and bundles of spits.

This survey reveals that there has been little attempt to follow more than one branch of
evidence at any one time with equal diligence. Instead, a "pick and mix" approach has been
adopted, which has tried to put together a homogenised picture of the spit by completing only
selective parts of a large and complicated jig-saw™. The results lack coherence, showing

little or no sensitivity to the long, complex, and fluid cross-cultural history of this artefact

type.

This thesis aspires to examine the whole range of evidence. The archaeological material
from funerary, sanctuary and settlement sites has been catalogued systematically and
reassessed. Particular attention has been paid to context, many recent finds incorporated,
resulting in a more complete distribution pattern than has previously been presented, and
some finds reinterpreted. Similarly, an attempt has been made to obtain a complete corpus of
the relevant iconographic material and to gather together, as far as possible, all extant literary
and epigraphic references to spits up to ca. AD 400. Where possible, use has been made of

new databases, and recent advances in the development of electronic books and the hardware

%Cartledge 1975 273, Hodkinson 1994 196-197.

MMichell 1952 298, Cartledge 1988 88-89, Cawkwell 1983 395-396, Neothlichs 1987, Hodkinson 1994 198.
32For example, Cartledge and Michell.

3For example, Neothlichs 1987 and Hodkinson 1994 & 1999,

¥Tod 1947, 1955 and 1960.

¥For example, Strgm 1992 offers the most complete distribution and analysis of spits in archaeological
contexts, but accepts on trust the ancient traditions relating to pre-coinage money.



Chapter One

and software with which to interrogate them. This thesis also draws on two new analogies.
Firstly, ratios recorded in ancient near eastern texts for the exchange of iron for silver are
used as a guide from which to estimate the relationship in value between a Greek spit and
obol coin. Secondly, recent research by Crew and Salter into the production of "currency
bars" in Iron Age Britain is employed as a means with which to understand the nature of the

metal from which spits were manufactured.

1.2.2 Iron

Early research on iron is discussed and summarised by two general surveys, one by Forbes
(1964), the other by Pleiner (1969). These works are based on a small proportion of the
archaeological evidence now available and follow obsolete theories, such as
hyperdiffusionism®. Much recent research has been oriented around the study of the
"transition” between an age in which the predominant metal used was bronze, and the
succeeding one in which it was iron. In particular, Snodgrass has argued that Greece and
Cyprus pioneered the adoption of iron, and the model he has developed to explain this

process is considered to have general applicability?’.

The views of Snodgrass may be summarised as follows®. The period ca. 1150 to ca. 1050 is
the decisive moment during which iron was adopted®. A shortage of bronze, brought about
by the collapse of Late Bronze age trading systems*’ led the peoples of Cyprus and the
Aegean to search for an alternative metal for their implements for cutting and piercing, and
this culminated in the discovery that iron could be used in such applications*'. Subsequently,
iron was transformed from a metal which was expensive and used little in only ornamental
applications, to one which was cheap and used widely in tools*. Iron superseded bronze in
the latter role, and came to be perceived as its antithesis in terms of its value, and aesthetic

and exotic appeal®. The new availability of iron and uses to which it was put had important

*See, for example, the criticisms of McNutt 1990 138-139 of Forbes 1964, or the discussion given by
Pleiner 1969 13 of the rival theories for "the route by which iron reached Greece".

7See esp. Snodgrass 1980a.
%These are defined and discussed in more detail throughout Chapter Eight.

39"Stage 2" of his three stage scheme, for which see Snodgrass 1980a 335-338 & 368 and 1982 285, 291-
292, and fig. 2.

“Snodgrass 1971 237-239, 1980a 348, 1980b 50, 1982 293, 1989 29.
“'Snodgrass 1971 213, 1980a 336, 1989 23.
**Snodgrass 1980a 368.

“See esp. Snodgrass 1989 27-28.
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social consequences, in that "cheap iron” made metal economically accessible to the masses,
allowing industry and warfare to become "democratised"*. This did not, as Childe had
envisaged, enable revolutionaries to arm themselves and bring down the great civilisations of
the Bronze Age®, but had two important restorative roles. Firstly, it was a fundamental
material means for survival during the Dark Ages*, and secondly, it was part of the material

foundation for the reconstruction of Greece during the "Age of Experiment"*’.

Various aspects of the model proposed by Snodgrass have been challenged. The change in
the value of iron over the course of the Early Iron Age, in absolute terms, and relative to
bronze, and the rate at which this occurred, is crucial to many of the arguments presented by
him. The rapid fall which he implies has been questioned by 1. Morris, who asserts that iron
retained considerable value up to the eighth century. If true, this would revive a scheme
proposed by Pleiner, whereby the development of iron during the Iron Age was more gradual
than Snodgrass suggests*®.

Recent evidence from shipwrecks, combined with the results of lead isotope analysis, and the
analysis of the tin content of bronzes from around the Mediterranean, has cast doubt on the
hypothesis of bronze shortage®. As a result, the motivation for the increased use of iron has
been debated, and alternative theories proposed. These include a hypothesis entailing fuel
shortage put forward by Wertime (1982 & 1983), and one concerning commercial strategies
in Cyprus advanced by E.S. Sherratt (1994). Further possibilities which have been discussed
focus on the methods used to smelt iron, and important recent contributions in this field have
been made by Kassianidou (1994) and Shell (1997). The matter of whether Iron Age Iron

was better than Bronze Age 1ron is closely related to the motive behind the changes which

*Childe 1942 183 quoted by Snodgrass 1971 239, 1987 176, 1989 30.

*Childe 1942 183 hypothesised that iron had been a secret discovered and then jealously guarded by the
ruling elites, first of the Mitanni, then of the Hittites. The employment of mercenaries in the Hittite army had
allowed the secret to become known to the commoner at home and the barbarian abroad, and this betrayal
allowed uncivilised peoples to arm themselves and destroy the civilisations of the Late Bronze Age. This
theory and its derivatives have been refuted because the distribution of iron artefacts in the Late Bronze Age
argues that no people had a monopoly on ferrous technology, or could produce iron in sufficient quantities to
equip whole armies: see Drewes 1993 73-76 for a general discussion of the theory; Waldbaum 1978 & 1980 80-
82 for the distribution of iron artefacts in the second millennium in Egypt and Greece, and Collis 1984 32 for
their distribution in Europe (esp. the former Czechoslovakia, Holland and Sweden).

*Snodgrass 1971 368 & 393.
“’Snodgrass 1989 27, 29.

“*Morris 1989, Pleiner 1969, who in turn revives a scheme offered previously by Przeworski and D. Gray:
see Snodgrass 1971 228 & n20.

“See §8.3.2.
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took place around the beginning of the first millennium, and here the number of scientific
analyses of iron artefacts has steadily increased, including those by Astrom et al. (1986) and
Stech et al. (1985)>.

The history of iron spits in Greece and Cyprus offers an important contribution to the above
questions. However, with a view to understanding the metallurgical context which made the
production of these artefacts possible, the thesis makes use of studies of the development of
iron elsewhere. Of particular interest are those concerned with the Ancient Near East,
especially Hittite Anatolia and Assyria, where documentary sources supply a number of
insights into the production and circulation of iron which are not available in Greece until the
Classical period®'. Further afield, research into the production of iron in Iron Age Britain and
Ireland at present provides an unrivalled means with which to understand the processes

which were involved in ironworking in Greece and Cyprus™.

1.3 Plan of the Thesis

Chapter Two opens with a regional survey of finds of spits from funerary contexts, and

includes particulars of the relevant assemblages, their character, and broader setting. A
discussion of more general issues follows, in which the origin of the Greek metal spit is
considered, as are inter-regional connections, and the metallurgical context in which it first
appears. The possible association of spits with warriors is also assessed. The remainder of
the chapter addresses the interpretation of the spits, examining their role as culinary
implements, and the manner in which spits and firedogs were used in conjunction. The final
section tests the archaeological evidence from the funerary contexts against the tradition that,

given certain definitions, spits were used as a favoured form of pre-coinage "money".

Chapter Three notes the few uninformative putative fragments of spits which have been
found at a settlement site in Greece. It then analyses in detail the contrasting wealth of
information offered by recent finds from a domestic complex at Lydian Sardis, though with
due consideration of their non-Greek cultural context. The chapter concludes with a brief
survey of escharai which present important evidence on the popularity of the spit-roast, and

the existence of wooden spits.

The analyses by Stech-Wheeler et al. 1981 and Muhly et al. 1985, Muhly et al. 1990 of material from the
ancient Near East are also of relevance: see below.

5'Esp. Siegelovd 1984 and KoSak 1986 on Hittite Anatolia, Pleiner & Bjorkman 1974 and Curtis et al. 1979
on Assyria, but also McNutt 1990 on the Levant, and Moorey 1994, 1995 on the development of iron in
Mesopotamia.

2Esp. Salter 1989 and Crew 1991, 1994 & 1995 on British ironworking, B.G. Scott 1990 on Irish
Ironworking.
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Chapter Four discusses spits from sanctuaries. The evidence on which it is based includes
epigraphic and literary references to spits deposited during the Archaic period, as well as the
many archaeological examples. The chapter begins by analysing the distribution of the
material according to geography, chronology, typology, and the patron deity of the
sanctuaries at which they were deposited. The interpretation of the finds is then considered.
Having outlined the difficulties of accounting for them all as equipment for roasting meat
during animal sacrifice, the notion that they were used as a favoured form of pre-coinage
money is tested. Extensive discussion is devoted to the large bundle and giant spit from the
Argive Heraion, the drachma dedications at Perachora, the stone recording the dedication of
Phanaristos, and the story told by Herodotos of the dedication of 63eAot at Delphi by
Rhodopis. A range of explanations is advanced to account for the deposition of spits at
sanctuaries. The penultimate section picks up a number of general questions raised in
previous chapters, including who used spits, in what manner, and how they were regarded.
The chapter concludes by comparing the evidence from the sanctuary contexts with that from
the funerary contexts. Chapter Four completes the survey of the archaeological evidence

and, therefore, includes the main discussion of typology.

Chapter Five examines the iconographic evidence. The corpus of one hundred and twenty-
three scenes painted on vases is analysed by date, shape, provenance and artist. It is then
used to provide information about typology, how spits were used, by whom, and in what

context.

Chapter Six looks at the written evidence, and begins by examining the relationship between
the words for "spit" and for "obol". Epigraphic and literary texts are analysed with regard to
the idea of the spit, its value, popularity, the ways in which it was used, and the variety of
sizes, multiples and materials in which it was produced. The historiographical analysis of the
literary sources for the use of spits as pre-coinage money follows. The chapter concludes by
considering various hypotheses with which to explain why obol and drachma coins came to

be named after spits and bundles of spits.

Chapter Seven concludes the discussion of whether spits were used as a favoured form of
pre-coinage money. It also compares the strengths and weaknesses of the various types of
source consulted during the study of the spit, and the success with which they may be
synthesised. Two questions are then considered which are fundamental to the use of the data
assembled in the preceding chapters for the study of the wider issues relating to the
development of iron. One of the defining characteristics of the Greek metal spit is that it was
made exclusively from iron from the tenth century onwards until the beginning of the
Classical period. Was the use of this metal dictated by functional parameters, or was it a free

choice? To help to determine this matter, a selective survey of roasting equipment from
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contexts east and west of Greece is conducted. What sort of investment in iron did a spit
represent? When answering this question, use is made of recent research by Crew and Salter
into the production in Late Iron Age Britain of artefacts similar in size and shape to Greek

Spits.

Chapter Eight considers ways in which spits, as a long-lived major type, can be used as an
"index" of iron and, in particular, what insights they offer into the value of iron relative to
silver, and the relationship between iron and bronze in terms of value and aesthetic appeal
during the first half of the first millennium. A discussion follows concerning why spits
began to be made of iron in the eleventh century, during which much use is made of material
from the wider context of the eastern Mediterranean world. The chapter concludes by
assessing whether the concept of a "transition" from bronze to iron is helpful, or fosters
misleading preconceptions in the understanding of how and why iron developed during

antiquity.

Chapter Nine presents a brief summary of the thesis, which draws the various lines of

enquiry together.

1.4 Notes for the Reader
1.4.1 Cross-References

The thesis is divided into Chapters, sections and sub-sections. In cross-references, the
numbers of these are given in bold in long-hand for whole chapters (for example, Chapter
One refers to the whole of the first chapter), or in abbreviated form in sub-sections (for

example, §2.1.3 refers to Chapter Two, section one, sub-section three).

1.4.2 Spelling

As a general principle, I have transliterated the spelling of Greek names as closely as possible

(hence "Krete" rather than Crete). However, I follow the well established "Inconsistent
School" in the use of English or Latinised forms where these are too familiar to abandon
(hence "Thucydides" rather than "Thoukudides"), and the occasional hybrid of the two
(hence "Korinth" rather than "Korinthos" or "Corinth").

1.4.3 Dates
All dates are years Before Christ unless otherwise specified.

10



Chapter Two

CHAPTER TWO

FUNERARY CONTEXTS

2.1 INTRODUCTION
2.1.1 Spits before the Iron Age

The use of spits for roasting meat is attested throughout the eastern Mediterranean world from

prehistoric times. Initially, the evidence comprises not the skewers themselves, but the stone or
clay supports on which they were rested over fires or embers when laden with morsels of meat.
The supports are too numerous and diffuse to catalogue in detail here', and it will suffice to note
that they are well represented in the Aegean area’. They are supplemented during the mid to late
Bronze Age with discoveries of bronze spits. One example has been recovered from the
fifteenth century Mycenean tholos tomb at Vapheio®, and another from the thirteenth century
shipwreck off Cape Gelidonya*. However, these two finds offer no precedent for the frequency
with which metal spits occur in the archaeology of Cyprus and the Aegean during the first half of

the first millennium, and it is this distinctive horizon which forms the subject of the thesis.

2.2 REGIONAL SURVEY’
2.2.1 CYPRUS
It will be helpful to begin the regional survey of the Iron Age finds by defining in brief the Greek

spit. In its basic form it is a long, narrow, straight bar of metal, square in cross-section, pointed

at one end, and blunt at the other. The finds from Cyprus which meet these criteria are as

'For spit rests in general in the eastern Mediterranean region see, for example, the finds from prehistoric Tarsus
and their parallels listed in Goldman 1956 323-325 & fig.s 441-443 under "Loom-weights" (a misidentification),
"Pyramidal Spit Supports", "Cylindrical Stands or Spit Supports" and "Horned Hearth Guards". These finds span
the period EB I to LB II (third and second millennia). I am grateful to M-H Gates for drawing my attention to this

type.

’For the Bronze Age, Bruns 1970 20-21 cites examples from Thermi ("Fifth Town" = ca. 2000) and the Palace at
Mallia (MM IIIb /LM Ia = ca. 1600), while Karageorghis 1974 171 & n17 cites examples from Ayios Kosmos,
Thera and Aphrodisias. Examples have also been found very recently at Miletos.

*For the spit see Karageorghis 1974 171 & n19 and Figure 2.1.1a; for the excavation of the tomb see Tsountas
1889.

‘Bass 1967 109, 117, cat. no. B187 and Figure 2.1.1b.

*For a map showing the distribution of the funerary contexts referred to in this chapter, see Maps 1a & 1b and
Map 2.

11



Chapter Two

follows®:

ESite= __| Context _| Date _ qty | Material
Kition Myres Tomb | LC IIIB /CG IA (ca. 1050) 3 | bronze
Lapithos Tomb 417 CG IA (ca. 1050-1000) 1 | iron
Palaepaphos | Sk. Tomb 49 CG I (ca. 1050-950) 3 | bronze
Palaepaphos | Sk. Tomb 67 CGIAorCGIB/CGII 1 | iron

(ca. 1050-1000 or ca. 950)
Kaloriziki Tomb 6b CGI-CGII(ca.950) 1 | iron
Lapithos Tomb 411 CG IIB (ca. after 950 up to 850) 2 | iron
Lapithos Tomb 422, CG III (ca. 850-750) 1 | iron
Salamis Tomb 79, CGIII /CAI (ca. 750) *12 | iron
Kouklia Tomb, CA T (ca. 750-600) *?718 | iron
Tamassos Tomb 12 CA I/1I (ca. 600) 2 | ron
Patriki Tomb 1 CA II (ca. 600-475) *18 | iron
Idalion __ Tomb 2, End CA i (before ca. 475) 7?71 | 1ron ]

Sk. Skales; * ship-shaped Firedog; ? no. spits uncertain; ?? identification uncertain;
subscript denotes a burial number /layer.

2.2.1a Cypro-Geometric Bronze Spits

The horizon in which spits become archaeologically visible begins at Kition in the "Myres' or
"Turabi Tekke' Tomb, lying chronologically at the interface between Late Cypriot IIIB and
Cypro-Geometric IA (ca. 1050)’. The three spits from this burial are made of bronze.

Therefore, unless they were antique at the time of their burial®, the spits show that at the start of
the Iron Age they continued to be manufactured from the same metal as they had been during the

previous era.

Exclusions: Lapithos Tomb 409 no. 7: see Appendix C.

’For a description of this tomb see Myres 1910 and below.

*H. Catling 1994 137-138 suggests that at least some of the bronze riches from tombs of the Cypro-Geometric 1A
had been looted from Bronze Age sacred places by piratical raiders from the Aegean, who had arrived sporadicatty

during Late Cypriot IIIB and had occasionally settled and been buried in their new homeland with their stolen
goods.

12
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The only other bronze spits of known context from an Early Iron Age Cypriot (or Aegean) burial
are reported to have been found in Tomb 49 at the Skales cemetery near Palaepaphos. This
tomb contained at least three individuals, one of whom was represented by only a few
indeterminate bones, but the other two of whom could be sexed osteologically as males’. The
spits were found together, but it does not follow necessarily that they were deposited as a set. At
the Skales cemetery, where more than one individual is found in a tomb, burials were usually
sequential rather than contemporary, and earlier interments were normally swept aside to
accommodate those placed in the same chamber at a later date. As a result, the grave goods
from different funerals became mixed up. This confusion was exacerbated in Tomb 49, as in
many others, because the contents were removed in modern times before Karageorghis was able
to reach the site with a proper excavation team'®. What can be said is that the spits do not match
in length: one measures 76.5cm, the others 86.5cm and 87.2cm''. Nevertheless, they all share in
common the highly distinctive feature that they are inscribed in the same place with symbols.
One spit bears a simple "X", another, two different signs, and the third, five syllabic characters.
The latter have been read as "o-pe-le-ta-u", the genitive of the name "  O¢€Atac". Was
Opheltas the man who owned the spit'*?

Tomb 49 has been assigned to Cypro-Geometric I, but some reservations have been expressed
over the attribution of the spits to this period. These stem from the fact that the inscriptions
comprise the only examples of writing in Cyprus between the end of the Bronze Age and the
eighth century. Moreover, 1. Nikolaou of the Cyprus Museum has claimed that material of
Archaic date was observed in the vicinity of Tomb 49 during its somewhat amateur excavation.
This evidence is sufficient to convince B.B. Powell that the spits belong to this later period, and
he supports his case with the observation of E.L. Bennet Jr., that one or two of the symbols
belong to a signary which was specific to Paphos but is not otherwise attested until after the
Cypro-Geometric'’. The modern political sensitivity of the find must not be forgotten.

However, the absence of bronze spits from any securely dated Cypriot or Aegean context after

’For a description of the tomb see Karageorghis 1983 59f. For the spits see ibid. 61 Nos. 16-18. For the
osteological analysis of the human remains see ibid. Appendix XII (by Schulte-Campbell) 439-440.

lOKarageorghis 1983 1, 7, 57 (who is keen to stress that he was in residence at Merton College at the time).
'Karageorghis 1970 38.

1?For a description of these symbols see Karageorghis 1983 61; for a discussion see ibid. Appendix IV 411f (by
Masson & Masson).

“B.B. Powell 1991 90 n42.
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Chapter Two

the eleventh century'* indicates that the type ceased to be manufactured from this metal at this
point and therefore it seems likely that Karageorghis' dating of the spits from Tomb 49 to
Cypro-Geometric I is correct.

The material value of spits is central to the questions addressed in this thesis. To this end, the
presence of the personal name on one of the finds provides a possible indication that the
individual with which it was associated was stylised at his burial as a man of high status".
Moreover, according to the analyses of Coldstream 1989 and of Rupp 1989, the assemblage from
Tomb 49 comprises one of the most ostentatious displays of material wealth known to have been
lavished on a burial anywhere on Cyprus during Cypro-Geometric I. This is apparent if the
remainder of the gifts placed in the tomb are listed: nine bowls, two strainers, one rod tripod, one
spearhead and one fibula, all of bronze; one fibula of silver; one knife of iron; and one hundred
and seventy-nine items of pottery, amongst which were fourteen imported vessels'®. The high
quality of many of these articles leads Coldstream to place Tomb 49 in his "Outstandingly Rich"
or top category of eleventh-century funerary assemblages'’. Likewise, the burial meets many of
the criteria for high status defined by Rupp, such as the diversity of artefact and material classes
represented, the number of metals present, the quantities of articles for serving food and drink,
and the physical construction of the tomb chamber itself'®.

The Myres Tomb at Kition offers a similar picture. The burial was excavated at some time
before 1895", and the remains of the deceased were either not detected, or subsequently lost. It

1s therefore impossible to establish whether the tomb contained a single or multiple occupant(s),

"This rubric therefore excludes the bronze spits of unknown provenance mentioned by Karageorghis 1970 38,
and also that from the Phoenician levels of the temple at Kition, which I argue in Chapter Four had survived above
ground from CG I to CG III before being buried, ditto the unpublished find from a dump of Archaic date from
Olympia for which see Karageorghis 1974 171.

PColdstream 1989 331; Rupp 1989 335.

"For the description of the tomb and its contents see Karageorghis 1983 59f. For a comparison of its
assemblage with that from other tombs at Palaepaphos-Skales see Appendix A Table 1a.

YColdstream 1989 333 table 37.3.
"*Rupp 1989 353-355.

“Myres 1910: description of spit 107; illustration Plate XXIX nos 1-3; dating 116-117. Myres assigns this tomb
to his "Early Iron Age", and suggests an absolute date of ca. 1000.
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and of what gender(s)*’. Nevertheless, those details which are preserved show that the remainder
of the assemblage included a bronze spearhead, a small amount of drinking equipment of pottery
and bronze, three pieces of bronze jewellery, a stone spindle whorl, and two whetstones?'. The
Myres Tomb clearly is not in the same league as Tomb 49 at Palaepaphos-Skales, but even so

qualifies for Coldstream's second category, "Richer than Average".

These two groups of finds of Early Iron Age bronze spits therefore suggest that such goods were
placed only in the burials of those who enjoyed high status. Their limitation to this social class
suggests that these objects were themselves prized possessions of prestige and value. This
conclusion need not necessarily follow, because such conditions might be explained in other
ways, for example if burial with spits was restricted to individuals who had fulfilled a particular
office or role open only to a few members within the elite. That by no means every grave in the
top two tiers of Coldstream's Cypro-Geometric ranking of tomb assemblages included one of
these objects might be taken as proof of the role of such factors. However, it seems almost
certain that, as in earlier times, spits continued to be made from wood as well as from metal?.
No trace of such artefacts has been detected in the funerary archaeology of Cyprus, but they
would not have survived except under exceptional environmental conditions which are absent
from the cemeteries with which we are concerned. It therefore seems possible that burial with
spits was far more common than the finds of metal spits imply, and that it is only the "deluxe"
types, here in bronze, which are encountered during excavations. Moreover, there seems to be
no dispute that bronze was used to create a wide range of other articles which were used in the
marking of high status burials, and that these almost certainly did have considerable material -
worth. These include vessels, tripods, thymiateria, lamp-stands, and sceptres®. It seems
reasonable to conclude, therefore, that at the start of the Iron Age, and of the archaeological

horizon under investigation, the bronze spits were prestige goods of high value.

Anthropology is replete with cautionary tales about attempts to extrapolate gender from grave goods alone (see
for example Metcalf & Huntington 1991). The spearhead from the Kition tomb may imply that it had a male
occupant, but the jewellery and spindle whorl encourage the opposite conclusion: see Karageorghis 1983 7 for the
association at Palaepaphos-Skales of weapons with male individuals, and jewellery with female, and 341 & 343
no. 23 for the association of a spindle whorl with female skeletal remains.

*Myres 1910 107-116. The drinking equipment includes in bronze two bowls, and in pottery: six drinking cups;
one amphora; one oinochoe; one flask; one fantastic vase with annular body; and one support for a large vessel
(such as a cauldron). The jewellery includes bracelets (Myres 1910 108 Nos. 4 & 4a) and one fibula (ibid. No. 5).

?Evidence for the continued existence of wooden spits will be presented in Chapters Three to Six.

PColdstream 1989 328; Rupp 1989 353-355.
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2.2.1b Cypro-Geometric Iron Spits

The earliest find of an iron spit which may be dated within reasonable limits comes from Tomb
417 at the Kastros cemetery near Lapithos. This tomb belongs to the Cypro-Geometric IA and
therefore the iron spits, like their bronze counterparts, appear at the beginning of the Iron Age.
What was the relationship between the spits of different metals? As detailed elsewhere in this
chapter, there is no difference in morphology. It is tempting to assume therefore that the
difference lies in economic factors, and that the one is a cheaper version of the other. Received
wisdom states that the value of iron, in contrast to that of bronze, was low by the eleventh
century: most archaeologists follow Snodgrass, who believes that by this time in Cyprus ferrous
technology had advanced to the stage where iron was used widely for "practical” purposes and

124

therefore had a "low material valuation™". According to this model, the iron spit should

comprise a low cost copy of its bronze inspiration. How does the reality compare?

Rupp's essay on the material manifestations of high status in societies offers some possible
instruction here. Summarising the anthropological work of D. Miller and the archaeological
work of S.M. Pollock, Rupp notes that symbols of prestige or status experience constant change.
This change is often driven by the conflicting demands of the elite versus those who aspire to the
elite. The control of prestige goods is of paramount importance. The aspiring elite must acquire
these in order to achieve status and prestige against the wishes of the existing elite, who must
thwart this process if they are to protect their position. One of the strategies employed by both
sides involves "moving the goal posts”, the former through the production of goods which
imitate though do not copy exactly the elite archetype, the latter through its modification®.
Either of these scenarios might lead to the introduction of a new material for the manufacture of
spits. In the first, the use of iron would result from the emulation of the bronze archetype in a
form accessible to the aspiring elite. In the second, it would result from the redefinition of the
archetype in a form which would remain out of their reach. Let us now turn to the examination

of the Cypro-Geometric funerary contexts in which iron spits are found.

The chamber of Tomb 417 at the Kastros cemetery near Lapithos contained the remains of
two individuals who had been interred on separate occasions during Cypro-Geometric IA. It also
held a large and diverse assemblage, not all of which could be attributed to one burial or the

other. Nevertheless, the excavation report states clearly that the spit was discovered near the feet

*Snodgrass 1982, quotations from 285.

“Rupp 1989 338-339.
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of the skeleton of the first burial, and towards the back right hand corner of the tomb where many
of the gifts belonging to this interment had been piled up®. The corpse had been laid to rest
richly adorned with jewellery, including pieces made of gold, and this is one of the attributes
which persuades Coldstream to assign the burial to his "Outstandingly Rich" category”’. If, for
the reasons outlined above, the remainder of the assemblage is taken together with that of the
second burial, then it is possible to note that the tomb incorporates other markers of high status.
The number of metal goods recovered not only exceeds that from any other tomb from the
Kastros cemetery®®, but also includes objects made from a total of three metals (iron, bronze, and
gold). Further, the pottery is diverse and exotic, comprising one hundred and fifteen vessels
amongst which are three imports. Tomb 417 is also distinctive in that a third individual was
buried at the door of the tomb and is thought to have been a slave sacrificed and positioned there
to guard or serve the deceased. This latter feature is rare at Lapithos, occurring in only four of a
total of thirty nine burial groups excavated at the Kastros necropolis, and surely indicates that

those interred in the chamber proper had been persons of some distinction.

A further iron spit was discovered in Palaepaphos-Skales Tomb 67. Unfortunately, the ceiling
of the chamber had collapsed, and as a result the assemblage had been smashed, scattered, and
confused. The number of individuals buried in this tomb was also obscured by the total
decomposition of all but a very few uninformative skeletal remains, and Karageorghis is
therefore limited to an inference from the pottery that the tomb had been used for at least two
burials, one during Cypro-Geometric [A (ca. 1050-1000), and the other at the

Cypro-Geometric IB /Cypro-Geometric II interface (ca. 950). Under these circumstances it 1s
impossible to determine in which of these periods, with whom, or with what the spit was
buried”. Nevertheless, what may be said is that two hundred and five items were catalogued

from the tomb group as a whole, and that this total is matched by only one other tomb in the

*The excavation of this tomb is reported in Gjerstad et al. 1934 (SCE I) 226f, but see Astrom et al. 1986 38 &
n34 for a summary and further references taken from the Swedish Cyprus Expedition volumes and more recent
publications. It should be noted that Gjerstad et al. attribute the spit to the second burial. However, it seems that
they do so to satisfy a number of preconceptions. For tomb 417 as elsewhere, they sex the remains of each of the
deceased on the basis of grave goods found in their immediate vicinity, and from this conclude that the first burial
was that of a female individual, and the second that of a male. They also identify the spit as a type of spear. They
then follow the circular argument that goods from other parts of the chamber must be assigned to each according to
the activities which they imply, and the inferred gender of the actors. By this means, a spit mistaken for a spear is
thought to belong to the "male" skeleton, in spite of its topographical context.

TColdstream 1989 329, 333 table 37.3.
2For this observation see Astrom 1986 38-39.

®For a description of the tomb and its date see Karageorghis 1983 158f. For the spit see ibid. 162 No. 56 + 76.
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cemetery. The majority of this vast array of goods comprised pottery, including three imports.
Amongst the metals, other than the spit there were: three bowls, one ladle, one fibula, one pin,
one weighing balance, and one piece of wire, all of bronze. Of gold there were two pins, one
ring, four ear-rings, one spiral, five plaques, seven discs, and fifteen rosettes, adding up to thirty
five separate items, the most from any one context at the site. On the basis of the number of
status symbols identified by Coldstream he places the tomb in his "Richer than Average"

category™.

Another single iron spit was discovered in Kaloriziki Tomb 6b. This burial, excavated in 1933,
also seems to span the interface between Cypro-Geometric I and II (ca. 950), but detailed

contextual information remains unavailable in the absence of its publication®'.

The latest finds of iron spits from Cypro-Geometric funerary contexts return us to the Kastros
cemetery at Lapithos. Two examples were unearthed in Tomb 411 dating to

Cypro-Geometric IIB (after ca. 950 up to ca. 850). The rest of assemblage to which they belong
included: three other iron artefacts (one knife, one pin, and one object interpreted by
Karageorghis as a further spit, though it has a round cross-section and therefore probably was not
used as such for reasons which will be stated below); seven bronze artefacts (one bowl, four
fibulae, one pin, and one ring); one ivory pin; and twenty five pottery vessels**. One other
example was discovered in the upper burial layer of Tomb 422. No other objects were found

with the single male individual who was placed in the chamber during Cypro-Geometric I1IB (ca.
850-750)>.

These tombs were evidently not so richly furnished as those from the earlier period, and
therefore seem to reflect a local decline in the custom of burying large quantities of grave gifts
with the dead. Whether this represents a general "stagnation and pauperisation" in the culture of

Lapithos at the end of the Cypro-Geometric*, or merely a change in ritual funerary customs is of

¥For the description of the tomb and its contents see Karageorghis 1983 158f. For a comparison of its
assemblage with that of other tombs in the Skales cemetery see Appendix A Table 1a. For Coldstream's ranking of
the tomb see Coldstream 1989 333 Table 37.3.

*'Karageorghis 1974 169.

Initial report in Gjerstad et al. 1934 (SCE 1) 213f, but see Astrém et al. 1986 38 for a summary and n37 for
further references.

“Gjerstad et al. 1934 241-246.

¥Gjerstad et al. 1934 264,
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less concern here. What matters is that in relative terms the collection of metal goods interred
with the single occupant of Tomb 411 outshone those from contemporary graves at the
cemetery®’. Similarly, the interment of the person who was added last to the chamber of
Tomb 422 is exceptional in that the occasion was marked by the apparent sacrifice of three

slaves who were buried in the dromos.

From the above it may be observed that the quantities in which iron spits occur in
Cypro-Geometric I, II, and III, are no greater per period than those in which the bronze types are
found in Cypro-Geometric I, and per grave are less. Furthermore, spits remain restricted to the
richest assemblages, and do not start to appear in tombs lower down the social scale. According
to the theories outlined above, the combination of these facts suggests that the archetypal bronze
spit has been translated into iron to thwart its acquisition and appropriation by the aspiring elite.
However, the absence of bronze spits from the picture raises some concern over the
interpretation proposed. These should provide the corollary of the ferrous pattern as the type is
appropriated by the aspiring elite, decreases in prestige and thereby features in ever larger
quantities in tombs lower down the social scale during Cypro-Geometric II and III. The fact that
they do not do so, combined with the overall similarities between the types and distribution of
the spits of each metal demands that the transition from the one to the other be seen less in terms
of innovation and change and more in terms of continuity. A possible solution to this problem is
that Early Iron Age smiths regarded the difference between bronze and iron more in terms of

physical characteristics than of value®: iron spits are not cheap imitations of bronze spits.

2.2.1¢ Cypro-Archaic Spits

The distribution of spits in Archaic graves on Cyprus shows much continuity with that of the
preceding period. Spits continue to be found only in burials of high status, as a description of the

relevant tombs and their contexts shows.

At Salamis, a bundle of twelve iron spits was found in Tomb 79, which lies within the "Royal
Cemetery" and has been described as the richest ever found on Cyprus®’. It contained two

burials, the first of which included the spits and may be dated to the end of Cypro-Geometric III

1See the table in Astrom et al. 1986 39.
*Cf. Zaccagnini 1990 502.

YKarageorghis 1973 76.
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or the beginning of Cypro-Archaic I (= ca. 750)*. The tomb had been robbed, and was almost
wholly bereft of gold or silver for this reason®, but in spite of the depletion, Karageorghis and

his team recovered more than one thousand catalogued items*. Rupp suggests that the purpose
of this vast assemblage was to express and legitimate the power and rule of a royal family over

the Salaminian aristocracy*', and to that end, no visible expense was spared.

Ornate furniture decorated with silver and imported ivory had been buried with the deceased, in
addition to grandiose wheeled vehicles complete with draft animals*’. There were vast quantities
of pottery, including one hundred and forty simple Cypriot vessels, and a further sixty-four
which had been covered with tin, presumably to give them the appearance of solid silver. The
latter constitutes the only clear example of an "economy" amongst the grave goods, and would
not have been obvious to the naked eye during the funeral®. As would be expected, there is little
indication as to what fine textiles or other goods made from organic materials may have been
placed in the grave, but the faunal remains tell an engaging story. The deceased had been buried
with a lavish banquet comprising different types of bird*, the eggs of geese or swan®, edible
crab, shell-fish*®, and the delicacy of clarias, a "rich and palatable" species of fresh-water catfish
from Northern Africa or the Levant, which can only have been imported live and bred in

captivity on Cyprus*’. A quantity of the shells of murex trunculus was also found, a species

*For the relative dating see Karageorghis 1973 121. The absolute dating was originally given by Karageorghis
as ca. 700, but a consensus of opinion has subsequently raised the lower limit for CG III by a half century: see
Coldstream 1985 47, and Rupp 1988 116-117.

*Karageorghis 1973 4.

“A summary of the assemblage included with the first burial may be found in Rupp 1988 120, and a full
description of each item in the appropriate section of Karageorghis 1973 4-122.

“'Rupp 1988 esp. 129-134.

*Karageorghis 1973 12.

“Karageorghis 1973 115; Rupp 1988 127. The possibility that tin was more valuable than silver seems highly
unlikely if exchange ratios from the Neo-Babylonian period are considered. These vary from 1: 10 to 1 : 40 for

silver : tin: see M.A. Powell 1990 85-86.

“Karageorghis 1973 268 = Appendix VIIIA: the species represented are as follows: Chukar or Rock Partridge,
Francolin, Shoveler, Song Thrush, Duck.

“Karageorghis 1973 256f = Appendix VII.

““Karageorghis 1973 270f = Appendix IX: the species identified included: eriphia spinifrons and pachugrapsus
marmoratus (crab) and charonia variagata.

“Karageorghis 1973 259 Appendix VIII.
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which, though edible, was principally exploited by the Phoenicians for the manufacture of dyes*.

The assemblage of metal goods proved no less exotic, and included: bronze trappings for horses;
a bronze spear and shield; a large bronze cauldron complete with protomes, lid, and iron tripod
stand; an iron knife; and a silver shield boss. The tomb may also have contained an iron sword,
as indicated by the presence of two ivory toggles”. However, as will become apparent, the most
important find so far as the interpretation of the spits is concerned was a pair of iron warship-
shaped firedogs. It is regrettable that it was not possible to determine by osteological means the
sex of the individual who was buried here, but the presence of the metal weapons and armour

indicate a male individual, or someone who was stylized as a male warrior in death.

The excavation of a single tomb at Palaepaphos /Kouklia produced twenty fragments of what
Karageorghis estimates to have been eighteen spits®®. The tomb had been in use in three separate
periods, and the spits belonged to the earliest layer, dating to Cypro-Archaic I>'. Part of the
original assemblage of grave goods seems to have been removed and lost when the tomb was
re-used in the Cypro-Archaic II and Roman periods®. However, there are plenty of signs
amongst those articles which were left behind that it had comprised a prestigious array of riches.
These include various imported articles™, such as a scarab of faience from Egypt, horse-gear of
bronze from Lindos and the Near East, a bronze fibula of Boiotian type>*, and pottery from Ionia
and the Cyclades™. The remainder of the finds comprised a pair of iron warship-shaped firedogs,
an iron dagger, an iron horse-bit, two other bronze fibulae, a bronze bracelet, a bronze buckle, a

bronze sieve, gold leaf, and other items of pottery, much of which was made up of miniature

“For the Phoenicians' use of murex trunculus see Karageorghis 1973 120 and his footnote 2 for further
references.

“For the toggles see Karageorghis 1973 118-119.
*Karageorghis 1972 172.

*'Karageorghis 1963 266.

*Ibid.

“Karageorghis 1963 294f.

“Karageorghis 1963 290.

**Karageorghis 1963 268.
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vessels™. Further marks of distinction included the fact that when the tomb was created for its
first occupant, it was situated on its own, away from the cemeteries of lesser mortals®’. The

deceased was also honoured with the sacrifice and burial of horses®.

A pair of iron spits was found in Tomb 12 at Tamassos. Unfortunately, this tomb was robbed in
Antiquity, and details of its excavation by Ohnefalsch-Richter in 1889 were not published until
1964, by which time much information had been forgotten or lost. There are signs, nevertheless,
that the burial had been rich and prestigious. The tomb lies in the "Royal Cemetery", and much
fine monumental architecture had been incorporated in its construction. Moreover, even though
virtually all gold and silver had been despoiled by looters in antiquity, it was not wholly devoid
of opulent grave goods. Ohnefalsch-Richter discovered a sword decorated with ivory and silver
studs, and evidence for a second similar such weapon in the form of a lone sword nail with gold
head. The grave goods had also included a bronze helmet, and bronze sceptre®®. The sword and

tomb architecture suggest that the burial dates to the end of Cypro-Archaic I, or beginning of
Cypro-Archaic II (ca. 600)%.

Eighteen spits were found during the excavation of one of two tombs at Patriki. These were not
in fact discovered inside the tomb, but immediately outside, with a number of other articles
including a pair of iron warship-shaped firedogs, an iron knife, some clay lamps and whorls, and
a selection of native pottery. This assemblage is presumed to comprise the remains of goods
which had been thrown out of the tomb by looters when it was ransacked. Clearly it is
impossible to say what other items it may once have incorporated, and so remark upon any other
aspect of the burial, such as the status of the deceased. The typology of the finds inspires the
guess that the burial to which they belonged took place during Cypro-Archaic I1°%.

The remains of one probable spit were found in the earliest burial layer of Tomb 2 at Idalion,
dating to near the end of Cypro-Archaic II (ca. 500). The goods with which the spit was

*Karageorghis 1963: iron 277f; bronze 270f; pottery 268f; miscellanea 281f.
“Karageorghis 1963 265.
*Karageorghis 1963 281f.

*The tomb and its contents are discussed by Myres 1910 108 and Masson 1964 225-230. For its architecture see
Westholm 1941 36-39.

“Dating: sword: Karageorghis 1967 43 & 53; architecture: Westholm 1941 36-39, Masson 1964 225.

*'Karageorghis 1972: finds 166f; dating 170.
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associated included: two iron tools; an iron knife; sixteen bronze items amongst which were
some jewellery, mountings, a lamp, a weight and some fragments; nine gold and nine silver
items; seven pieces of ivory; nine pottery vessels, amongst which was an Attic black figure
lekythos; and a miscellany of bone, paste and alabaster objects®®. Karageorghis comments that
the quantity of pottery found was disproportionately small compared to the quantities of other
materials and concludes from this observation that some of the original grave goods were lost
when the burial was disturbed during the later re-uses of the tomb®. Nevertheless, the surviving
finds, and especially those of the precious metal objects and perhaps the imported Attic Black
Figure vase, indicate that this burial had been richly furnished®. Two other tombs were

excavated in the vicinity, but the only one which contained contemporary levels had been
robbed®.

One further indication that the role of iron spits in the Cypro-Archaic period was similar to that
which they performed during the Cypro-Geometric comprises the number of tombs in which they
were placed. In the Cypro-Geometric spits feature in a total of seven contexts and in the
Cypro-Archaic five contexts, suggesting that their distribution remained limited. There is,
however, at least one important change. The maximum number of spits represented in any one
assemblage rises from two iron spits (three bronze), to twelve and then eighteen. In Salamis
Tomb 79 the fact that the number deposited is greater than that found in any single assemblage of
the preceding period may be explained at least in part by an overall increment in the number of
goods being used in acts of conspicuous consumption at the grave®. Nevertheless, given that the
number of spits in the relatively "poorer" burials at Kouklia and Patriki is actually greater, it
seems more likely that some other factor is at work, namely inflation. This explanation would fit
well with the idea that these artefacts were prestige goods, for as Rupp suggests, one of the other
ways in which the processes of emulation and innovation are reflected is in an increase in the

number of goods required to manifest high status®’. Likewise, the form of the archetype may be

“?Karageorghis 1964: dating 53; finds 65.
“Karageorghis 1964 71.

**Karageorghis 1964 53. The value of the imported vase is subject to the arguments of Gill and Vickers 1990 &
1994 vs. Boardman 1996.

“Karageorghis 1964 48 and 82f.
“Rupp 1989 351.

“’Rupp 1989 339.
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modified in size®®, and those spits for which a measurement of length is available indicate that
this is what happens. Early Cypro-Geometric bronze and iron spits measure 75¢m to 90cm and
30cm in length respectively, whereas the late Cypro-Geometric /early Archaic spits from Salamis
Tomb 79 average 150cm®.

The reduction of the number of spits per burial to just two at Tamassos and one putative example
at Idalion may in turn reflect the continuation of this process to the point at which their prestige
value 1s lost, and they are included in funerary assemblages for purely symbolic reasons.
However here, as before, it is impossible to evaluate the likelihood of this scenario because the

frequency with which the dead were buried with spits made from perishable materials remains

unknown.

2.2.2 KRETE"

The characteristics of the distribution of spits observed in Cypriot graves are largely repeated in

Aegean Greece, as is apparent if the finds from each region are described starting with Krete.

| Site Area Date Qty

Knossos North Cem. | EPG-O (ca. 970-630) 60

Knossos Fortetsa EPG-O (ca. 970-630) n
Eleftherna | K G (ca. 820-710) n
? Kavousi - ? LG /EO (ca. 710) ?

2.2.2a _Knossos North Cemetery

It is best to begin the survey of spits from funerary contexts in Krete with the Knossos North
Cemetery, because a large collection of about sixty spits was found here, and a considerable
amount of information may be discerned about the circumstances of their burial. The site, which
1s made up of about eighty multiple-use chamber tombs, does not comprise a discrete burial

ground in its own right, but forms part of a much wider area in which the Knossians disposed of

*Ibid.
“See Appendix D.

"Exclusions: Gortyn: see Appendix C.
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their dead between the sub-Minoan and Orientalising periods (mid-eleventh century to ca. 630)"".
Nevertheless, its early use and central position, suggest that it was the kernel around which the
necropolis later developed’. Cavanagh estimates that the number of individuals interred here
over a period of about 350 years lies between 422 and 6717°, which equates to just over two
burials per tomb per generation’. This latter sum allows for the fact that not all of the tombs
were in use for all of the time, and that while some were employed for up to eight generations,
the majority received their last occupants after only three or four”. Men, women, and children
were placed in the tombs’®, and Cavanagh concludes from this evidence that they were most

likely used by families”.

The implications of the above are that burial in this locale was reserved for a small number of
narrowly defined family groups who enjoyed this privilege for only a relatively short time.
These families seem to have possessed considerable disposable wealth, for not only were the
deceased cremated and their bones collected with exemplary efficiency’®, but they were interred
with a substantial array of grave goods. These were buried for a variety of reasons. Some
articles fulfilled various functions in the funeral ritual, while others provided for the deceased in
the afterlife, but an equally important motive behind their inclusion seems to have been the
deliberate destruction of wealth at the grave-side as a means of conspicuous consumption”. One
of the most distinctive characteristics of the latter is the "killing" of objects to render them

unusable, and the fact that several spits had been bent in two suggests that they belong to this

KNC 712: there is no evidence of significant human activity on the site before the sub-Minoan, but the
cemetery was re-used in Hellenistic and Roman times.

KNC 714.
PKNC 659-660.
"KNC 664.

KNC 659. Cavanagh suggests (KNC 666) that this pattern of short duration would be consistent with the
handing down of each tomb according to rules of strict patrilineal succession.

*KNC 680.

TKNC 664.

BKNC 685f: Musgrave observes that Knossian cremation compares favourably with a modern British
crematorium in these terms, and that those pieces of bone which were left were very small, yet the average weight

collected for burial was greater at this cemetery than at any other pre-Classical Greek site.

PKNC 668-674.
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category®.

The spits were found in nine tombs ranging in date from the Kretan Early Protogeometric to the
Orientalising period (ca. 970-630)*'. They were not deposited in every tomb, but neither does
their distribution seem random. If the tombs are ranked according to the quantities of iron and
bronze which they contain, evidence emerges that they belonged to the wealthier members of an
already privileged group. Catling's analysis of the weight, number, and number of types of
bronzes deposited in each tomb places six of the tombs with spits, Tombs 75, 100, 107, 219, 283,
and 285 (in numerical order), in the richest group, followed closely by Tomb 218%. Snodgrass's
analysis of the iron finds produces similar results, though by different means. He compares the
prevalence of five major classes of artefact (tools, weapons, spits, firedogs and funerary
accoutrements in descending order of frequency) and suggests that the cumulative inclusion of
each successive type denotes higher and higher rank: tombs with tools or weapons alone lie at
the bottom of his league, whereas those with all five types lie top. He cross-checks this result
against the comparison of the numbers of iron tools and weapons, and the range of types in each
tomb. The tombs with spits invariably fall within the top strata: Tombs 219, 285, 283, 75, 100,

107 and 218 in the principle analysis; Tombs 219, 285, 283, and 218 by the second; and Tombs
75,218, 219, 283 and 285 by the third®.

Catling and Snodgrass are reticent about the reliability of their rankings, because the
assemblages from the Knossos North Cemetery have been depleted by a number of processes,
including the repeated rearrangement of grave goods during the reuse of the tombs, looting and
disturbance by activities on the site during Hellenistic, Roman and early Christian times. The
deleterious effects of these factors are manifest in the large numbers of artefacts of which
substantial portions were never found, in spite of the high quality of the excavation. Some
tombs, including Tombs 24 and 247, the only ones with spits not to be included in the top rank in
terms of wealth, also showed clear signs that they had been robbed or cleared out in antiquity®’.

Catling and Snodgrass are also concerned by tombs where there was evidence for the burial of

“E.g. spits: KNC 223 = Tomb 219.f131; firedogs: 224 = Tomb 219.f138.
'A summary of these finds and their contexts is presented in Appendix A Table 2a.

“KNC 547-550.
BKNC 575-577.

“KNC 73: Tomb 24 was robbed in antiquity; KNC 229: Tomb 247 was cut through by Heltenistic and Roman
tombs.
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horses, amounting in some cases to no more than the bit. Moreover, tombs from which equine
skeletal remains were recovered failed to correlate with tombs identified as rich, in spite of the
fact that such animals were regarded as a highly prized commodity during the Dark Age and

were used at other cemeteries to draw the hearse of a rich master to the grave, after which they

were themselves slaughtered and interred®.

There can be no doubt that much material has been lost from the North Cemetery, and that some
tombs have suffered more than others. However, Catling and Snodgrass seem overly
pessimistic. In particular, their concern over the evidence for horses seems overstated. The
discovery of a bit in a grave need not necessarily imply that a horse was buried there, or
sacrificed during the funeral, in addition to which no trace of any wheeled vehicle was found at
the Knossos North Cemetery, thereby jeopardising the theory that the horses were used to draw
the dead to the grave on a hearse. Finally, those tombs which did contain equine skeletal remains
lie consistently towards the bottom of their rankings, and it seems fair to conjecture that such
sacrifices were reserved for a specific class of Knossian, or that the destruction of such a
pedigree beast was perceived as the equivalent of the consumption of a substantial array of other
grave goods. It seems reasonable to conclude, therefore, that the spits are associated with the

richest burials at this site.

It is difficult to garner further contextual information from the Knossos North Cemetery. All the
assemblages in which the spits were found included weapons, but this class of artefact was so
prolific and widespread that the significance of this correlation is weak. It is also impossible to
detect any close association between spits and any particular demographic group or set of grave
goods, because post-depositional proce<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>