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Composer’s Note

This work is a continuation of my research concerning the process of pixelation in music. It explores how
graphical inputs can organise pitch using two parameters: retained pitches (what remains of set derived from
the original image) and regenerated pitches (generated using the new image; see below). The piece uses
graphical insertions in the score, using portions of the river map to create glissandi, to be freely interpreted

by the performer over the allotted time.
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The music moves through the river, which is divided into four harmonic sections. Within each quarter, a
process of pixelation via magnification occurs, which generates new derivations of the initial tone row. The
initial row could be thought of as the ‘surface’ of the river, with each subsequent magnification going ‘deeper’,
and thus less clear. These harmonic layers often exist simultaneously, and the ‘retained’ pitches (what is left
of the original tone row after magnification) create a tension between these two representations on a local
level. This tension can be manifested as a critique of natural and technological processes, forging an eco-

critical interpretation of the work.

The process of composition was layered. From June to August, I wrote solo pieces for each of the quartet

instruments, entitled Vignettes of a Pixelated River, which derive their material from each quarter of the river:

Violin 1 Cello Viola Violin 2



Complexes of material are shared across Vignettes, and these are used in the full quartet, informing textures

and characterisation of instruments, e.g. the cello may have a more dominant role in ‘quarter 2’ material.

The quartet is played continuously, with no breaks in the structure. Whilst the graphical insertions act as
transitions between different harmonic sections, it should not be thought of as different ‘movements’; a river

exists and flows in a unidirectional unbroken motion.
Performance Directions

v = highest possible pitch (indeterminate)

U = air noise; ‘rauschen’

G_
|

= snap pizz.

This piece was commissioned for the Kreutzer Quartet, kindly funded by the Humanities Cultural Project Fund at
the University of Oxford, and is dedicated to Kenneth Hesketh.

Duration: c. 28’

The river - I remember this like a picture - the river was the upper twist
of a written question mark.
[ know now it takes many many years to write a river, a twist of water

asking a question.

- Carl Sandburg, River Moons, 1920



Dedicated to Kenneth Hesketh

Pixelating the River

Thomas Metcalf (b. 1996)
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