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As referred to at the beginning of this thesis, all surgeries and animal handling was
conducted by Shitsuan MaoAll animal procedures were approved by the institutional
ethics committee and the United Kingdom Home Office and were performed oto 114
wk-old female (C57BL/6J) (Charles River) nE@neralanaesthesia was induceasing4%

Isofluranein oxygen Next, the animal was intubated by a-83.ge 1V catheter and connected

to a ventilator (rate: 18200/min; tidal volume: 6 to 8 pl/g) and injected with analgesia



Vetergesic (1.1 mg/kgPnce the animalasstabilized, the isoflurane was maintained at 2.5%
in oxygen Following sterilizing the left chest wadl,1-cm incision was made to expose the
underlyingmuscle.The pectoris muscles wereilly retracted without damaging tém.
Thoracotomy was then performed vid®3r 4" intercostal space. The pericardium was
removed, andthe LAD ligated1.5 mm below theatrioventriaular groove from the atrial
appendageaising a-0 nylon suture (S&T). This was attempt tomaintain consistent ligation
site, as the anatomy of the LAD is known to v&he occlusion was confirmed by myocardium
blanching. The intercostal space wasaggroximatel by 60 Prolene sutures (Ethicon). The
pectoris muscles were rdraped, and the skin was closed b¥) @rolene sutures (Ethicon).
Following the return of spontaneous breathing, the animal was extubated and observed for
one hour in the recovery chamber af . The animals were monitored closely in the first 7
days following surggr Schelule 1 cullingwas performed if the animals reachechumane

end point
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a. Caspase-9 b . U-smooth muscle actin
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Duplex cTnl vs duplex sST2

Abbott Architect cTnl vs duplex sST2
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