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TRENDLES FIELD – BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS 

by Sheila Raven 

Long, long ago 

Through waters warm 

Swam ancient nautilus 

And bright fish in a swarm 



On the dark ocean floor 

Their bones lie deep 

Crushed into hard coral rag 

In a fathomless sleep. 

Hear me, hear me, 

Calls the priest to the throng, 

With offerings made 

On altars of stone, 

Prayers are chanted, dances done 

The sacred circle is blessed 

With their flesh and bone. 

Under me, under me, 

Lies stone and bone, 

Unyielding remnants 

Of sacred shrines and home, 

Voices lost and footsteps gone, 

Games played out, 

And ghosts forlorn. 

Over me, over me, 

Moves boot and wheel 

Living explorers 

Of the past in our fields, 

Hustle and bustle and the sound of song 

Once all measures are made, 

We shall move on. 



Now this, now this, 

Sighs the wind in the grass, 

When the story has played out 

And the past has passed, 

The quiet is filled by the murmur of bees, 

By kite and cuckoo 

And the rustling of trees. 

 


