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Abstract

Quantifying the variability of convective cloud is of fundamental importance in order
to understand and accurately model global weather and climate systems. While
broad features of the diurnal and lifecycles of convective cloud are understood, the
spatial and temporal variability of convective properties are not well characterised
on the global scale, particularly over large areas of Africa. Due to the complexity of
the processes involved, models also struggle to realistically simulate the spatial and
temporal variability of convective cloud.

Observations provide insight into the properties of convective cloud and valuable
information about avenues for model development. Due to the wide range of spatial
and temporal scales involved in convection, the continuous nature of observations
from geostationary satellites makes them ideal for investigating convection. This
study uses high temporal resolution data from the geostationary Spinning Enhanced
Visible and Infrared Imager (SEVIRI) instrument to quantify seasonal and diurnal
cycles of cloud top temperature (CTT) and the lifecycle of individually tracked
convective clouds over a large area and period of time.

This study demonstrates that biases in SEVIRI CT'T retrievals vary from less than
5 K over the southeast Atlantic Ocean, up to 30 K over central Africa at night, while
biases can also differ by up to 30 K between night and daytime retrievals. This
highlights the importance of considering spatial and diurnal variations in retrieval
errors. Keeping these biases in mind, it is shown that the diurnal cycle of cloud tops
is measured accurately in regions of stratiform cloud, while quantifying the diurnal
cycle over the tropics and regions of desert is more difficult.

SEVIRI observations are used to track individual convective cloud cores and anvils
across sub-Saharan Africa. The distributions, diurnal cycles, lifecycles and spatial
and seasonal cycles of a number of properties are quantified. Horizontal core and
anvil areas are shown to increase with longer cloud lifetimes, while minimum core
CTTs are shown to decrease with cloud lifetime. The diurnal cycle in convective
activity is shown to have both a morning and an evening peak, while the total anvil
coverage peaks in the late afternoon. Seasonal and spatial variations in core and
anvil area, CTT, time of convective initiation and dissipation are also quantified.

These results will be of interest to those in the observation and modelling communi-
ties, particularly for studies considering the diurnal cycle of convection, or developing
new convective cloud process models and parameterisations.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Motivation

Convective clouds are one of the core building blocks of tropical weather and climate.
They play important roles in large-scale atmospheric circulations, the hydrological
cycle, global energy budget and transport of heat, moisture, momentum, aerosols
and trace gases throughout the troposphere (Grabowski and Petch 2009). Quanti-
fying the temporal and spatial variability of convective cloud is therefore of funda-
mental importance in order to understand and accurately model global weather and

climate systems.

However, while the broad features of the diurnal cycle and lifecycle of convective
cloud, such as the phase of the diurnal cycle over land and ocean, some aspects of
convective interaction with local geography, and simple models of convective cloud
lifecycles are well understood, the spatial and temporal variability of convective
properties are not well characterised on the global scale, particularly over large
areas of Africa (Washington et al. 2013). Due to the complexity of the processes
involved, general circulation and numerical weather prediction models also struggle
to realistically simulate the spatial and temporal variability of cloud (Yang and
Slingo 2001; Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Stratton and Stirling
2012). In particular, they fail to capture the diurnal cycle of convection (Yang and

Slingo 2001; Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Stratton and Stirling 2012),



with convection developing too early and rapidly (Guichard et al. 2004; Stratton and
Stirling 2012). On the other hand, cloud resolving models (CRMs) which explicitly
resolve convection and have grid scales of around 1 km or less have been shown to be
capable of correctly simulating the diurnal cycle (Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski
et al. 2006; Sato et al. 2009).

Observations provide insights into these processes and allow us to consider various
mechanisms by which convective cloud properties can be altered. They also give
valuable information about avenues for the future development and validation of

both convective cloud process models and convective parameterisations.

As spatial scales of convection range from thousands of kilometres for mesoscale
convective system (MCS) to less than a kilometre for individual convective plumes,
while time scales of convective variability range from minutes through to seasons,
the continuous nature of observations from geostationary satellites makes them ideal

for investigating the temporal and spatial variability of convection.

This thesis used high temporal resolution data from the geostationary Spinning En-
hanced Visible and Infrared Imager (SEVIRI) instrument to quantify spatial and
diurnal variability in cloud top temperature (CTT) retrieval biases, investigate sea-
sonal and diurnal cycles of CTT and quantify the lifecycle of individually tracked

deep convective clouds over large areas and periods of time.

1.2 Outline

Current scientific understanding of the physical properties of clouds and their impor-
tance for global weather and climate is reviewed in Chapter 2. A particular emphasis
is placed on satellite observations of cloud properties and on observed properties of
convective cloud. Chapter 3 uses high time-resolution data from SEVIRI to quantify

the spatial, seasonal and diurnal variability of CTT, while considering the impact



of satellite retrieval biases on our ability to accurately capture the details of this
variability. Chapter 4 combines data from SEVIRI with cloud tracking software to
study the evolution and lifecycle of convective clouds in a Lagrangian framework.
A summary of the work presented in this thesis, including general conclusions and

suggestions for further work are provided in Chapter 5.

1.3 Publications

The work presented in Chapter 3 of this thesis is based on a paper published in

Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics (Taylor et al. 2017).

The work presented in Chapter 3 is my own. Philip Stier and Bethan White pro-
vided suggestions for the methodology and discussed results at all stages. Stephan
Finkensieper and Martin Stengel developed the SEVIRI cloud top properties dataset

and provided advice on its use.



2 Scientific Background

This chapter aims to review current scientific understanding of the physical prop-
erties of clouds and the mechanisms by which they interact with the global climate
system. The focus of the work presented in this thesis is satellite observations of
convective cloud. More detailed descriptions of satellite observations of cloud prop-
erties and on observed properties of convective cloud are therefore given in Sections

2.2 and 2.3 respectively.

2.1 Clouds and climate

2.1.1 Radiative forcing

Clouds cover approximately 70% of the Earth’s surface (Berthier et al. 2008) and
are of fundamental importance to global climate. They alter the temperature of the
Earth’s atmosphere and surface by absorbing, reflecting and scattering radiation.
The relative importance of the mechanisms through which clouds affect the Earth’s
climate can be compared using the concept of radiative forcing (RF). RF (measured
in Wm™) is a measure of the impact that a change to any one process has on the
Earth’s radiation balance. In the case of clouds, it measures the difference between
net short and longwave fluxes under clear and cloudy atmospheric conditions. A
negative RF therefore indicates a net cooling effect due to the presence of clouds,

while a positive RF indicates a net heating effect.
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Solar and thermal radiation interacts with clouds due to the absorbing and scattering
properties of these water droplets and ice crystals. Clouds account for around three-
quarters of the Earth’s albedo (Trenberth et al. 2009), with both high and low
level clouds scattering shortwave radiation back into space. Optically thick clouds
have a higher albedo and therefore have a larger cooling effect than optically thin
clouds. The annual global mean shortwave cloud RF is estimated at approximately
-50 Wm~?2 (Boucher et al. 2013). Longwave radiation emitted at the Earth’s surface
is absorbed and re-emitted by cloud layers. The heating effect of high, cold clouds
therefore tends to dominate in the longwave, leading to an annual global mean
longwave RF of approximately +30 Wm~2 (Loeb et al. 2009; Boucher et al. 2013).
While cloud RF varies seasonally, geographically and by cloud type, the net global
mean cloud RF of -20 Wm ™2 therefore indicates a net cooling effect from the presence

of clouds (Loeb et al. 2009; Boucher et al. 2013).

However, the response of clouds to anthropogenic perturbations of the climate sys-
tem remains a source of considerable uncertainty in our understanding of and abil-
ity to accurately model the global climate system (Bony et al. 2006; Boucher et al.
2013). In particular the magnitude of the effect of anthropogenic aerosols on cloud

properties remains unknown (Norris and Slingo 2009; Forster et al. 2007).

2.1.2 Cloud formation

Clouds are formed when water vapour in the air condenses onto fine solid particles,
or liquid droplets in the atmosphere called aerosols, forming either water droplets,
or ice crystals (Seinfeld and Pandis 2006). Warm clouds consist of liquid water
droplets formed by the condensation of water vapour onto aerosol particles called
cloud condensation nuclei (CCN). Cold clouds consist of ice-crystals, formed by the
freezing of water onto aerosol particles called ice nuclei (IN). Mixed-phase clouds

can contain a mixture of ice crystals and supercooled water droplets.



In order for a cloud to form, it is necessary for a parcel of moist air to be cooled
until it is sufficiently supersaturated to activate the available CCN or IN. Saturation
vapour pressure varies with temperature. It occurs when the partial pressure of
water vapour is in equilibrium with a flat surface, such that the fluxes of molecules
escaping and returning to the liquid are equal (Seinfeld and Pandis 2006). An air
parcel is defined as supersaturated when the vapour pressure of water in an air parcel

is greater than the saturated vapour pressure.

It would therefore seem that cloud droplets should begin to form when the relative
humidity is above 100%, since relative humidity is defined as the mixing ratio of a
parcel over its saturation mixing ratio value. However, cloud droplets have curved
surfaces, and the Kelvin effect (Thomson 1871) tells us that saturation vapour pres-
sure over a curved surface is always higher than that over a flat surface. Supersat-
urations of more than 10% would therefore be required for water droplets to form
under clean air conditions (Seinfeld and Pandis 2006). However, observed atmo-

spheric supersaturations are typically less than 1%.

In order for cloud droplets to form in the atmosphere it is therefore necessary for
aerosol particles to serve as CCN or IN onto which water vapour can condense.
Raoult’s Law states that the presence of dissolved materials lowers the saturation

vapour pressure, enabling water droplets to be formed at lower supersaturations

(Seinfeld and Pandis 2006).

Kohler theory combines the Kelvin and Raoult effects to calculate the saturation
vapour pressure over solutions with a curved surface. It shows that, by acting as a
solute and by increasing the size of the initial cloud droplet, aerosol particles can
overcome the barriers to droplet formation, resulting in the spontaneous growth of

cloud water droplets (Kohler 1936).



2.1.3 Convective cloud

Convective cloud is one of the core building blocks of tropical weather and cli-
mate, playing important roles in large-scale atmospheric circulations, the hydrologi-
cal cycle, the global energy budget and the transport of heat, moisture, momentum,
aerosols and trace gases throughout the troposphere (Grabowski and Petch 2009).
The temporal and spatial variability of convective cloud are therefore of fundamental

importance for global weather and climate systems.

As explained in section 2.1, cloud forms when water vapour condenses to form liquid
water drops, or ice crystals. In the case of convective cloud, this condensation is
instigated by the vertical motion of moist air rising through cooler air. The atmo-
sphere in the tropics is homogeneous relative to the extratropics, with little change
in air density or pressure (Galvin 2015). Convection can therefore be expected
wherever there are warm surfaces, moist air and sufficient atmospheric instability to

allow for the vertical motion of air parcels.

Shallow convection refers to convective cloud with a limited vertical extent. The
tops of these clouds reach only a few kilometres above the surface. As they do
not rise above the freezing level, they are made of water droplets only. However,
some areas, particularly the equatorial Atlantic, receive most of their cloud cover
and precipitation from such clouds (Galvin 2015). Shallow convection is found
throughout the tropics, and these clouds are important for the role that they play

in mixing heat and moisture throughout the lower troposphere.

Deep convective clouds extend vertically throughout the tropopause, rising well
above the freezing level. They are mixed-phase clouds containing both liquid water
droplets and ice crystals. Due to the efficient production of rain and hail by ice
processes, these clouds bring heavy precipitation. They are also significant contrib-
utors to radiative forcing, due to the large areas of anvil cloud detrained once these

storms reach the capping layer of the tropopause, which often persist long after the



convective storm that generated them has dissipated. Deep convective storms bring
intense circulations of air, with updrafts mixing heat and moisture into the upper

troposphere and downdrafts bringing cooler and drier air to the surface.

A single cell convective storm is relatively short-lived, sometimes lasting for less
than an hour (Galvin 2015). It goes through three main stages in its lifecycle. In
the presence of warm and humid air at the surface, if the atmosphere is sufficiently
unstable, a trigger, such as orographic lifting, convergence, or surface heating can
cause surface air to rise. In the developing stage of its life, a cloud is formed due to
the condensation of water vapour. This condensation releases latent heat, enhancing
the buoyancy of the rising parcels. In the mature stage of its lifecycle, raindrops
begin to form and fall through the cloud, bringing colder air to the surface. Once this
cold air reaches the surface, it spreads outwards along the surface. In the dissipating
stage, cold air from downdrafts eventually cuts off the supply of warm, moist air to
the cloud, killing off the updrafts. The cloud may continue to rain for a while and

will dissipate.

Multi-cell storms can be formed in the presence of vertical wind shear, where winds
speeds and directions change with altitude. Under these conditions, the developing
storm will be tilted vertically, so that the downdraft is skewed to the side of the
convective updraft. In this case, when the downdraft hits the surface and spreads
out, rather than cutting off the supply of warm moist air, it lifts the boundary layer
air as it travels along the surface and may produce new convective cells. Depending
on how the winds change with height, these storms may develop into self-generating

multi-cell storms.

The largest of the convective cloud systems are MCS. These are generally defined
as convective clouds which produce precipitation over an area of at least 100 km in
any direction (Zipser 1969, 1977; Houze, R. A. 1993; Houze 2004). MCS are formed
by the merging and organisation of smaller convective clouds to form a single cloud

system with a large anvil area and several regions of convective updraft. MCS



typically live for a few hours, up to days. They are longer-lived than other types
of convection, move more slowly and produce more precipitation (Houze 2004). In
addition to the important impact they have on the radiation budget and hydrological
cycle, MCS are also linked to large-scale atmospheric circulations (Houze et al. 2000;
Carbone et al. 2002). MCS are present in a greater magnitude and intensity over
tropical continental regions, while in oceanic and subtropical regions they are the

major contributors to observed precipitation (Zipser 2003).

Seasonal patterns in tropical convection are largely driven by the movement of the
intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ), a region of convergence between trade winds
in the southern and northern hemispheres, which is often seen on satellite images
as a band of convective cloud (Waliser and Gautier 1993; Yang and Slingo 2001;
Schroder et al. 2009). It forms the ascending branch of the Hadley cells, and so
is collocated with maximum solar insolation, displaying a distinct annual cycle,
moving north and south of the equator throughout the year (Fig. 2.1). However,
the exact nature of the I'TCZ is still a matter of debate. It is not a permanent band
of cloud encircling the globe, but rather a discontinuous band which varies according
to geographic location, season, and even exhibits diurnal variation (Buckle 1996).
While the classic model set out above explains ITCZ movements over the ocean
relatively well (Waliser and Gautier 1993), it is less appropriate over land, where

the trade winds are underdeveloped (Nicholson 2009).

In January, the ITCZ can be seen as a band of cold cloud running from equatorial
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Figure 2.1: Typical seasonal variation in the location of the ITCZ in January (dashed red
line) and June (solid red line). Image and citation adapted from (Galvin 2015).



Pacific Ocean through northern Australia, the southern Indian ocean and central
Africa (where it crosses the equator) and the West African coast before falling back

below the equator, towards South America.

In June, the ITCZ traces a more northerly position, largely located above the equa-
tor, stretching from the Gulf States, through the Sahel (a transitional zone between
10 and 15°N, separating the Sahara from the savannas to the south) and trade wind

convergence region, towards Venezuela.

2.2  Observations

Observations can improve our theoretical understanding of cloud properties and
provide data against which to evaluate the ability of models to represent these

properties.

A variety of different observational datasets of cloud properties exist. These can
be based on in-situ data, or using remote sensing instruments located either on the

surface, or on satellite platforms.

This section introduces a few key cloud properties relevant to the work presented in
this thesis and describes the instruments and retrieval methods used to observe them.
As the work presented in this thesis aims to take advantage of the availability of the
high time-resolution, global coverage and long-term datasets available from satellite
remote sensing data, this section will focus on observations of cloud properties from

satellite instruments.

2.2.1 Satellite instruments

The following satellite instruments are regularly used for observing cloud properties

and will be referred to in the text of this thesis.
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SEVIRI (Spinning Enhanced Visible and Infrared Imager) is an imager on the geo-
stationary Meteosat Second Generation (MSG) satellite, which has been gathering
data continuously since 2004. Its field of view is centred at approximately 0° longi-
tude, giving it a view of the Atlantic and Indian oceans, the continents of Africa and
Europe, as well as the Middle East and parts of South America and Asia. SEVIRI
has 12 spectral channels in the visible, near-infrared and infrared. It has a temporal
resolution of 15 minutes (5 minutes in rapid scan mode covering a limited area) and
a spatial resolution ranging from 3 km at satellite nadir (1 km in its high-resolution
visible channel) to 11 km at the edge of its field of view. Data from SEVIRI are
mostly used for meteorological forecasting and for studies of the radiation budget

and cloud properties.

MODIS (Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer) is an instrument which
flies on two satellites Aqua (launched in 2002) and Terra (launched in 1999). Aqua
is part of the A-Train constellation of satellites, which consists of six satellites flying
in formation with the aim of producing complementary datasets. Aqua gathers data
at approximately 13:30 and 01:30 local solar time (LST), while Terra collects data at
10:30 and 22:30 LST. MODIS has 36 channels in the visible and infrared. MODIS’
orbit repeats every 1-2 days. It has a spatial resolution of between 250 m and
1 km, depending on the channel, and a swath-width of 2330 km (King et al. 1995).
Data from MODIS is used for a particularly wide variety of purposes, including

observations of global cloud and aerosol properties.

CALIOP (Cloud-Aerosol Lidar with Orthogonal Polarization) is a two-wavelength
polarization-sensitive lidar, measuring backscatter (km~'sr=!). It was launched in
2007 and is able to observe layers of cloud and aerosol in the atmosphere. Vertical
profiles of total backscatter (sum of the backscatter in the parallel and perpendicular
channels) in both the 532 nm and 1064 nm channels and the perpendicular backscat-
ter at 532 nm are reported (Winker et al. 2009). Measurements of total backscatter

are used to find the height of aerosol and cloud features in the atmosphere, depo-
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larization measurements allow the differentiation of ice and water clouds, while the
ratio of backscatter signals at the two wavelengths are sued to estimate variables
such as aerosol particle size (Winker et al. 2006). CALIOP flies in a sun-synchronous
orbit on board Cloud-Aerosol Lidar and Infrared Pathfinder Satellite Observation
(CALIPSO). Like Aqua, CALIPSO flies in the A-train constellation of satellites and
so gathers data at approximately 13:30 and 01:30 LST. Its orbit repeats every 16
days. CALIOP has a vertical resolution of between 30 and 60 m depending on the
altitude (Winker et al. 2006).

CPR (cloud profiling radar) measures the power backscattered by clouds as a func-
tion of distance from the radar, which is then converted into radar reflectivity (dBZ).
These measurements allow the vertical profiles of cloud liquid water and ice water
to be observed, as well as variables including the water and ice content of clouds,
the production of rain and the altitude and thickness of cloud layers (Stephens et al.
2002). CPR flies on the CloudSat satellite, as part of the A-Train of satellites and
was launched in 2006. It has a vertical resolution of 500 m, a 1.4 km along-track

resolution and a 1.7 km across track resolution (Posselt et al. 2008).

PR (Precipitation Radar) is the first satellite instrument to provide three dimen-
sional observations of precipitation (Kummerow et al. 1998). It flew on Tropical
Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM), a satellite in low earth orbit which flew be-
tween 1997 and 2015 with the aim of measuring rainfall in the tropics and extratrop-
ics. TRMM’s orbit covered the area between 35°N and 35°S. This allowed TRMM
to sample positions of the Earth’s surface at different LSTs, in order to observe the

diurnal cycle of measured properties.

TMI (TRMM Microwave Imager) also flew on board TRMM. It observed water
vapour, cloud water, and precipitation over a wider swath than the PR (Kummerow

et al. 1998).
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2.2.2 Cloud properties

Cloud fraction (CF) is a measure of the fraction of an area covered by cloud.
It is calculated by comparing the number of cloudy and clear-sky pixels over a
defined region. The initial identification of cloudy, partially cloudy and clear-sky
pixels is a crucial first step in retrieving cloud properties. Retrievals of further cloud
properties are often only attempted for cloud-filled pixels. The accuracy of cloud
detection algorithms is affected by the resolution of the instrument, the retrieval

algorithms used and the structure of the cloud field itself.

Cloud optical depth (COD) is a dimensionless measure of the transparency of
a cloud layer It is defined as the total extinction, at a given wavelength, in an
atmospheric column due to scattering and absorption by cloud liquid droplets and
ice particles. Cloud optical depth depends on the depth and microphysical properties

of the cloud.

Optically thin clouds can usually be detected by active instruments such as CALIOP.
However, the impact of low COD layer on passively measured radiation is very
small and thus not properly detected by passive imager sensors such as SEVIRI and
MODIS (Heidinger and Pavolonis 2009; Stubenrauch et al. 2010; SAFNWC/MSG
2012). This is a particular issue in the case of pixels containing semi-transparent
cloud types, which have very low optical depths, as it is difficult for passive instru-
ments to fully account for contributions from surface radiation, or low cloud layers

underneath (Smith and Platt 1978).

Cloud top height (CTH) is the average height above sea level of the cloud in a
region. Other frequently used measures of the vertical location of cloud are CTT

and cloud top pressure (CTP).

CALIOP retrieves CTH by identification of features in vertical profiles of attenu-
ated backscatter from the CALIOP lidar (Vaughan et al. 2009). SEVIRI employs

13



different retrieval methods for different types of cloud. In the case of optically thick
clouds, the vertical position of the cloud top can be calculated from measurements
of infrared brightness temperatures in atmospheric window channels by simply cor-
recting for above cloud atmospheric absorption (Smith and Platt 1978). However, in
the case of partially cloudy pixels, or semi-transparent cloud, surface radiation may
be transmitted through the cloud, or gaps in the cloud cover. In such cases a multi-
spectral approach is needed (Smith and Platt 1978; Menzel et al. 1983; Schmetz

et al. 1993).

For opaque clouds at all heights, CTP is often diagnosed by comparing observed
10.8 pm brightness temperatures to values simulated by a radiative transfer model.
For high, semi-transparent cloud the infrared window intercept (Schmetz et al. 1993),

or radiance rationing (Menzel et al. 1983) retrieval methods are attempted.

It should be noted that passive imagers such as SEVIRI observe the radiometric
height of the cloud. This differs from the physical cloud top height which can be
measured very accurately by active lidar instruments such as the CALIOP even for

optically thick cloud (Sherwood et al. 2004).

While the physical cloud top height refers to the boundary between clear air and
cloud water droplets at the top of a cloud, the radiometric height is the height from
which the infrared signal detected by the imager is emitted (Sherwood et al. 2004;
Stubenrauch et al. 2013). This can lie at an optical depth of 1-3 below the physical

cloud top (Sherwood et al. 2004).

SEVIRI is therefore expected to underestimate CTP and CTH, and overestimate
CTT relative to CALIOP. This is due to differences in the definition of the cloud
properties observed by the two instruments, rather than an error in the SEVIRI

retrieval.

Although it is often assumed that optically thick clouds have sharp boundaries and

can be expected to radiate as black bodies (Sherwood et al. 2004; Stubenrauch et al.
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2013), the radiometric height of a cloud may be several kilometres below physical
cloud top height depending on its extinction profile at the cloud top and its vertical
size (Stubenrauch et al. 2013). In particular, glaciated clouds tend to have poorly
defined edges, even when convectively active (Sherwood et al. 2004), and so optical

depths increase slowly with distance from the cloud top (Stubenrauch et al. 2013).

Sherwood et al. (2004) found that radiometric cloud tops retrieved from the Geo-
stationary Operational Environmental Satellite 8 (GOES-8) were on average 1 km
below, or 5-7 K above, the visible cloud tops observed by NASA’s cloud physics
lidar. This bias increased to 2 km for the highest cloud tops, and was not found to
vary with cloud albedo. Other studies (Heymsfield et al. 1991; Minnis et al. 2008;
Stubenrauch et al. 2010, 2013) show similar biases of between 0.5 and 3 km for high

clouds in the tropics.

2.2.3 The advantages of high time-resolution observations

In-situ observations require direct sampling of the atmosphere. Instruments may be
ground-based, or carried on an aircraft or balloon. Intensive field campaigns such
as VAMOS Ocean-Cloud-Atmosphere-Land Study Regional Experiment (VOCALS-
REx) (Wood et al. 2011) and African Monsoon Multidisciplinary Analyses (AMMA)
(Redelsperger et al. 2006) often involve making in-situ measurements. While in-situ
observations allow direct observation, and good spatial and temporal resolution,
their spatial and temporal coverage is limited. Data gathered as part of a field
campaign often focus on a small geographic area and cover a limited period of time
(the most intensive periods of the VOCALS-REx and AMMA campaigns lasted just

two months each).

Satellite based remote sensing data provides long term datasets and global cover-
age. However, there are a number of advantages and limitations to consider when

using satellite data. Polar-orbiting satellites provide high spatial and temporal res-
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olution across the entire globe, but are limited in the frequency with which they
pass over individual points on the surface. Geostationary satellites cannot provide
the same spatial resolution as polar orbiting satellites. Their fields of view cover
approximately one quarter of the Earth’s surface and due to the viewing geometries
involved, they are restricted to latitudes below approximately 70°. However, their

field of view does not change, allowing frequent sampling of an individual scene.

Examples of polar-orbiting instruments include vertically profiling sensors such as
CPR on board CloudSat and CALIOP on CALIPSO. CPR and CALIOP are able
to retrieve vertically resolved distributions of cloud and aerosol properties at a high
spatial and temporal resolution, and with greater accuracy than previous generations
of instruments. However, in addition to the sampling restrictions laid out above,
even CALIOP and CPR are unable to resolve key microphysical cloud properties
(Rosenfeld et al. 2012; Renno et al. 2013).

Unlike CPR and CALIOP, radiometers such as MODIS (polar-orbiting) and SEVIRI
(geostationary) are unable to resolve the vertical dimension. Retrieved properties
therefore generally relate to the cloud top, or refer to column totals. Radiometers
are also unable to retrieve both cloud and aerosol properties simultaneously. If a

pixel is identified as cloud contaminated, no aerosol retrieval is made.

While low Earth orbit satellites can provide observations at high spatial resolution,
their temporal sampling is limited. Polar-orbiting satellites in sun-synchronous or-
bit, such as those in the A-Train constellation of satellites, observe any given point
(except polar regions, which are observed more often) no more than twice per day
and always at the same local solar time. Other low Earth orbit satellites, such
as TRMM, are able to sample a given point at varying local solar times, thereby
providing statistical observations of the diurnal cycle. Individual low Earth orbit
satellites are therefore unable to observe the temporal evolution of individual con-

vective clouds.
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In comparison, while the spatial resolution of geostationary satellites is limited, they
provide high temporal resolution observations over a large area. The continuous
nature of SEVIRI’s observations makes them ideal for investigating the temporal

and spatial variability of cloud across a large area and period of time.

In order to constrain cloud properties in global climate models, it is necessary to
have a long term dataset of observations at sufficiently high spatial and tempo-
ral resolution at a global scale (Lohmann et al. 2007). While an analysis of data
from multi-spectral sensors such as MODIS and vertical profiling sensors such as
CALIPSO and CloudSat can give more accurate retrievals of cloud and aerosol
properties, geostationary satellites provide better spatial and temporal coverage. In
addition, analysis of data from geostationary satellites can produce insights into the
development and lifecycle of convective cloud, because these processes occur on time

scales of less than 24 hours (Yang and Slingo 2001; Lohmann et al. 2007).

2.2.4 Tracking convective clouds

The work presented in this thesis makes use of automated tracking of convective
clouds. Cloud tracking is a useful way to investigate the lifecycle of individual

convective clouds.

This section will give an overview of different approaches to tracking convective cloud
and introduce the Cumulonimbus TRacking And Monitoring (Cb-TRAM) program

used in this work.

History of convective cloud tracking algorithms

Automatic tracking algorithms have a detection stage, which identifies separate
cloud objects at a single time step and a tracking stage, which links the objects

from one time step to the next.
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The majority of trackers use data from geostationary satellites’ infrared channels,
in which the cold tops of convective cloud anvils stand out clearly from the surface
and from warmer clouds at lower levels. Usually a simple threshold is applied, with
the threshold chosen to create a number of separate cloud objects in the resulting
image. Thresholds typically range from 208 to 255 K. (Houze et al. 2000; Futyan
and Del Genio 2007a; Pope et al. 2008; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010; Goyens et al.

2012; Bennartz and Schroeder 2012)

A more complex approach is the ‘detect and spread” method introduced by Boer and
Ramanathan (1997), who use multiple thresholds to first identify areas of very cold
cloud and then assign areas of warm cloud to each of the original objects through
a series of warmer temperature thresholds. The end result is that the entire field of
anvil cloud is divided into trackable objects, with no need for space to exist between

cloud objects in order for tracking to be possible.

For the tracking stage, the most common method is to look for the area of maximum
overlap between tracked objects at subsequent time steps. This can lead to the
creation of too many cases in which convective clouds split or merge with each other

(Arnaud et al. 1992; Williams and Houze 1987; Fiolleau and Roca 2013a).

Most cloud tracking algorithms (Schroder et al. 2009; Goyens et al. 2012; Fiolleau
and Roca 2013a) are only able to predict the displacement of large-scale cloud ob-
jects. For example the tracking algorithm of Schroder et al. (2009) can only track
cloud objects with an area greater than 900 km?, while Goyens et al. (2012) are

limited to objects greater than 30,000 km?.

The Cb-TRAM program

Cb-TRAM (Mannstein et al. 2013) uses the high time-resolution observations pro-
vided by SEVIRI to track convective clouds across the SEVIRI’s field of view (re-

ferred to here as the SEVIRI ’disc’). By constructing a motion vector field to forecast
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the movement of cloud objects over the 15 minute SEVIRI time step, Cb-TRAM
is able to track exceptionally small cloud cells compared to other cloud tracking

algorithms.

Full documentation of the Cb-TRAM program can be found in Zinner et al. (2008)

and Merk and Zinner (2013), but an outline of the processes involved is given below.

Cb-TRAM combines observations from the high resolution visible (HRV) channel,
6.2 pm and 7.3 pm water vapour channels, and the 10.8 ym and 12.0 pm infrared
channels to detect convective cloud objects at three distinct stages of their lifecycle.
Stage 1 clouds are characterised by strong vertical and horizontal growth in the
lower troposphere, which is measured by a combination of fast cloud top cooling in

the infrared channels and increased reflectivity in the visible channels.

Stage 2 clouds are characterised by rapid development in the upper troposphere,
measured by a cooling in the 6.2 ym water vapour field. For both stage 1 and 2,
clouds with an HRV channel reflectivity < 0.5 are likely to be cirrus, and so are

excluded.

Stage 3 clouds are mature thunderstorms. They are identified by looking for struc-
tures in difference field between the 6.2 um and 10.8 pm channels. A positive
difference between these two fields indicates that water vapour has been pushed into
the stratosphere by towering convective plumes. In addition, a local standard devi-
ation threshold is applied, using the HRV channel in the daytime and the 6.2 pym
channel at night. A high local standard deviation is indicative of turbulent cloud top
structures. In the case of stage 3 cloud, cirrus is excluded by applying a threshold

based on the difference field between the 10.8 ym and 12.0 pm fields.

Cloud objects are created by merging any pixels identified by the methods outlined
above which are closer than 2 SEVIRI pixels (a distance of approximately 8 km for
most of the SEVIRI disc). A cloud must have an area of more than two connected

SEVIRI pixels before it is tracked. This results in a minimum cloud object size
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of 18 km? at satellite nadir, rising to 32 km? for most of the SEVIRI disc. This
is significantly smaller than the systems tracked by the algorithms introduced in

Section 2.2.4.

In order to track such small cloud objects over periods of time as large as 15 min-
utes, Cb-TRAM derives a high-resolution motion vector field, which allows both the
displacement of identified cloud objects, and also changes in cloud area, or shape to

be predicted from one time step to the next.

The method of constructing this field is illustrated in figure 2.2. The process begins
with two images showing bright structures of two squares on a random background
(figure 2.2a.i and ii). These images could, for example, represent brightness temper-
ature fields for two SEVIRI pixels at two successive time steps. These two images are
compared in order to produce a disparity vector field, defined at each pixel position.
The first image is moved +2 pixels in each direction. The squared difference between
the intensities are compared in each case, in order to find the best fit between the

warped version of image 2.2a.i and the original image 2.2a.ii.

In order track such small clouds over a relatively long period of time (15 minutes),

—— deteied cloud cell

T extrapolated’ First guess cell

=% analysed track

Figure 2.2: Ilustration of the Cb-TRAM algorithm. Panel a: the initial step uses two
consecutive images (i, ii) to determine a motion vector field (plotted in iii) which best
describes how to warp (i) onto (ii) while minimising the remaining difference field (iv).
Panel b: this vector field is constructed successively at three resolutions, (moving from
low to high). Panel c: a cell object detected at time t is recovered at time t-+1, using the
motion vector field to determine overlap between objects at successive time steps. Figures
and caption adapted from Zinner et al. (2008).
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this process is repeated three times, at increasing resolutions (figure 2.2b), until the
difference between the warped version of image 2.2a.i and the original version of
image 2.2a.ii is minimal (figure 2.2b.iv). The final result is a vector field (figure

2.2a.iii) which describes the warping of one of the images onto the other.

By repeating the process at three successive levels of resolution, a shift of up to 32
SEVIRI pixels during a single time step can be detected. The process is carried
out at high resolution first, as the motion of small scale features is often dominated
by large-scale flows. As mentioned above, this motion field not only allows the
prediction of displacement at a higher resolution than an algorithm based on average

wind vectors, it also accounts for changes in shape and area.

Finally, the motion vector field is used to forecast the future position of cloud objects
detected at time step t, and match them to cloud objects detected at time t=1.
Objects are matched by looking for the maximum overlap between an object detected

at time t=1 and the forecast position of an object detected at time t (figure 2.2¢).

In cases where a detected object at time t overlaps with more the extrapolated
location of more than one object from time t-1 the tracking is continued for the
largest object only. The other cell patterns are considered to have merged with
the largest object and are not tracked further. This results in a higher number of
shorter-lived cores than would be the case if all instances of convective cloud merging
were removed from this study. It should be noted therefore that short cloud lifetimes
do not always correspond to the dissipation of convection, but also to cases where

cloud cores merge.

In cases when the extrapolated location of an object at time t overlaps with the
location of more than one object detected at time t+1 the object with the largest
overlap area inherits the tracking history. The original core is considered to have
split, and any other cell patterns are initialised as new convective cores. This also

results in a higher number of shorter-lived cores than would be the case if all in-
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stances of convective core splits were removed from the dataset. It should be noted
that when considering the spatial distribution and diurnal cycle of the initiation
of convection, cases of initiation due to splitting of convective cloud cores will be

included in these figures.

2.3 Observations of convective cloud

2.3.1 Diurnal cycle

The diurnal cycle of tropical convection, driven by variations in solar forcing, is
among the strongest and most fundamental modes of variation in the global weather
and climate systems (Hendon and Woodberry 1993; Yang and Slingo 2001; Levizzani
et al. 2010; Venugopal et al. 2016). A large number of observational studies using
data from rain gauges (Wallace 1975; Gray and Jacobsen 1977), surface weather re-
ports (Dai 2001) and both polar-orbiting (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003; Yang et al. 2008;
Stratton and Stirling 2012) and geostationary (Meisner and Arkin 1987; Janowiak
et al. 1994; Chen and Houze 1997; Yang and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009) satel-
lites have attempted to quantify the diurnal cycle of convection over land. These
studies found an early afternoon maximum in convective precipitation, followed by
a minimum in cloud top temperature approximately three hours later. The two
features are thought to correspond to the beginning and end of the mature stage of

convection (Schroder et al. 2009).

However, these large-scale features, driven by insolation, display regional and sea-
sonal variations (Yang and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009) and can be overridden
by other factors such as orography (Yang and Slingo 2001; Nesbitt and Zipser 2003;
Vondou et al. 2010), land-sea breezes (Chen and Houze 1997; Yang and Slingo 2001,

Halladay et al. 2012) and the organisation of convection (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003).
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The diurnal cycle of the intensity of convection follows a similar pattern, with a
sharp peak at 17:00 UTC over land and a broad peak at 07:00 over the ocean (Zipser
et al. 2006). While the timing of the peak over land is similar to that measured by

precipitation the peak in convective intensity is sharper.

The amplitude of the diurnal cycle of convection is smaller over the ocean than over
land (Harrison et al. 1988), due to the ocean’s higher heat capacity, and because
ocean mixing distributes incoming solar radiation away from the surface. Most stud-
ies show a substantial pre-dawn peak in convective cloud over the oceans (Janowiak
et al. 1994; Yang and Slingo 2001; Nesbitt and Zipser 2003; Bain et al. 2010; Stengel
et al. 2014). The mechanisms responsible for this overnight peak in convective cloud
remain uncertain (Bain et al. 2010), but are thought to be related to atmospheric
instability caused by night time radiative cooling (Randall et al. 1991) and to the
presence of a larger number of MCS during the night (Chen and Houze 1997; Nesbitt
and Zipser 2003).

However, general circulation and numerical weather prediction models which param-
eterise convective processes fail to capture the observed diurnal cycle of convective
cloud (Yang and Slingo 2001; Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Stratton
and Stirling 2012). This is generally the result of convection initiating shortly after
sunrise, which develops to rapidly, quickly reaching the tropopause and producing

precipitation (Guichard et al. 2004; Stratton and Stirling 2012).

Studies by Guichard et al. (2004); Grabowski et al. (2006) and Sato et al. (2009)
show that in some cases, CRMs, which explicitly resolve convection, are capable
of correctly predicting the amplitude and phase of the diurnal cycle in convection.
Over land, this accuracy is strongly dependent on horizontal resolution, requiring
grid lengths of around 1 km (Guichard et al. 2004), or 500 m (Grabowski et al. 2006)
in order to represent key convective processes, such as radiative effects and transport
of heat, moisture and momentum, over land. Over the ocean, horizontal resolution

appears to be less important, which is likely due to differences in predominant cloud
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types and lifecycles (Sato et al. 2009).

2.3.2 Lifecycle

This section will review the literature on lifecycles of deep convective cloud and will
highlight some of the open questions which will be addressed in Sections 3 and 4
of this thesis. As discussed in Section 2.1.3, the broad features of convective cloud
lifecycles have been observed and are generally consistent with current understand-
ing of the physics of convection. However, the variability of convective lifecycles,
including such properties as time of convective initiation, cloud lifetime, speed of
development and organisation are not well characterised on the global scale. Stud-
ies of convective cloud lifecycles provide insights into these processes and also allow
us to consider various mechanisms by which these properties can be altered. In
addition, quantifying the characteristics of convective clouds across their lifecycle
provides valuable information about avenues for future development and validation

of both convective cloud process models and convective parameterisations.

However, only in recent decades has it become possible to observe the complete
lifecycle of individual convective clouds in a Lagrangian framework, over a large area
and period of time. Spatial scales of convection range from thousands of kilometres
for MCS to less than a kilometre for individual convective plumes, while time scales
of convective variability range from minutes through to seasons. A Lagrangian
approach to the study of convective cloud lifecycles therefore requires high spatial
and time-resolution data from geostationary satellites, as well as the development
of cloud tracking tools and sufficient computing resources to apply these tools to a

large amount of data.

Aspects of the lifecycle of convective cloud can be studied in an Eulerian framework,
using static datasets such as those available from low Earth orbit satellites. Due

to the higher spatial resolution of low Earth orbit satellites and the computational
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expense of running cloud tracking software, the majority of published studies on
convective cloud lifecycles are based on static datasets. These datasets are only
able to sample an individual cloud once during its lifecycle. However, by making a
large number of observations, some insights into the lifecycle of convection can be
gained. Other studies have attempted to observe dynamic convective cloud lifecycles
by tracking individual convective clouds. These studies are often limited to a small

area and period of time. In some cases they comprise a case study of a single cloud.

Many studies of convective cloud lifecycles discuss the intensity of convection. How-
ever, there is no generally accepted measure of convective intensity. Intensity can be
approximated by many measures, including cloud top temperature, lifetime, precip-
itation (Zipser et al. 2006), updraft speed (Chong et al. 1987; Chalon et al. 1988),
rate of horizontal expansion (Futyan and Del Genio 2007a), number of overshooting
cloud tops (Liu and Zipser 2005), or frequency of lightning (Orville 1981; Zipser
et al. 2006; Futyan and Del Genio 2007a; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010).

The most intense convection (as measured by CTT, overshooting cloud tops, light-
ning and rate of horizontal expansion) is found over land (Liu and Zipser 2005;
Zipser et al. 2006; Futyan and Del Genio 2007a; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010).
By creating composites of convective storms over different surface types, Futyan
and Del Genio (2007a) show that convective storms over land are generally colder,
deeper, have more lightning and are more intense (where intensity is measured by
the speed of expansion and cloud height) than those over ocean. Storms over the
ocean are found to be larger, with a bigger precipitating area. These differences
between land and ocean convection are thought to be due to the stronger diurnal
cycle of convection over land, with conditions becoming much more favourable for
convection during the daytime due to solar forcing (Futyan and Del Genio 2007a;

Houze 2004).

Bouniol et al. (2016) track MCS in West Africa, the adjacent Atlantic Ocean and

the open Indian Ocean. They find that continental convection is more intense, as
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measured by variability in CloudSat reflectivities and the amount of ice lifted to high
altitudes in the cloud, than oceanic convection. Larger and denser hydrometeors are
found at the start of the convective lifecycle over land, with intensity dropping off
later into the cloud’s life. The intensity of convection over ocean is lower, but also
more uniform over the cloud’s lifetime, again, likely due to the stronger diurnal cycle

over land.

Amazon and Indonesia have the highest concentration of moderately intense convec-
tive events, while equatorial Africa has the most extreme convection (Zipser et al.
2006). The highest counts and density of lightning are found in Africa, which sees
twice as many, and twice as dense, lightning flashes as the Amazon region. The mar-
itime continent receives little lightning (McCollum et al. 2000; Williams and Stanfill
2002). Using data from the Special Sensor Microwave Imager, Zipser et al. (2006)
shows that extreme convective events are also found at higher latitudes, including
Canada and Russia. Although these storms are neither as frequent, nor as intense

as those in the tropics.

Using data from CALIOP and the CloudSat CPR, Peng et al. (2014) show that the
greatest concentration of deep convection (defined regions of cloud which are strongly
developed in the vertical direction) in central and southern Africa, northern South
America and Tibet (Peng et al. 2014). Overshooting cloud tops are also concentrated
disproportionately in central Africa, with large numbers also observed in Indonesia

and South America (Liu and Zipser 2005).

The area expansion rate during the developing stages of convection is another metric
used to provide an estimate of the intensity of convection. Tadesse and Anagnostou
(2010) show that a rapid rate of area expansion of a convective system is correlated

with a longer lifetime and a larger horizontal size.

Thunderstorms expand faster, and are on average have double the horizontal cloud

area as rainstorms (defined as deep convective systems without lightning) (Tadesse
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and Anagnostou 2010). Using lightning data from the long-range lightning detection
network ZEUS and geostationary infrared data to track convective cloud systems
across much of the African continent, Tadesse and Anagnostou (2010) show that
93% of tracked thunderstorms and 97% of rainstorms live for less than 8 hours. For
the thunderstorms, the lightning is concentrated in the growth stage of the cloud’s
lifecycle, with lightning strikes rapidly decreasing towards zero in the dissipation

stage.

Continental African storms move from convectively active systems with lightning in
their growth stage, to more stratiform conditions in the dissipation stage. However,
the convectively active fraction of storms over the Atlantic ocean remains relatively
constant throughout all development stages, while the occurrence of lightning peaks
later on in the lifecycle (Futyan and Del Genio 2007a). This indicates that there
are important differences between the lifecycles of convection over land and ocean,
likely driven by differences in the sustainability of convection over different surfaces

(Futyan and Del Genio 2007a).

While most convection tracking studies focus on the movement of entire convective
systems, a few differentiate between the convective core and anvil. Bedka et al.
(2010) characterized the locations, diurnal cycle and cloud top properties of deep
convective cores and anvils during the 2007 Tropical Composition, Cloud and Cli-
mate (TC4) field campaign in Costa Rica. They show that deep convection occurred
within the anvil area for approximately 60% of the storms’ lifetime, with the updraft
area accounting for approximately 24% of the storm’s area. Maximum core CTH
occurred 20% into cloud lifetime, with COD peaking 20% into lifetime for core and

20-50% of lifetime for the anvil.

Many studies have used CloudSat CPR to study the relationship between the extent

of MCS anvils and cores.

Yang et al. (2013) proposes ‘anvil productivity’ as a measure of the ratio of the
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horizontal area of the raining cloud core to that of the anvil and shows that this ratio
decreases as the overall scale of the convective system increases. Anvil productivity
is shown to depend on convection scale, its point in its lifecycle, the intensity of
convection and the large-scale environment (Deng et al. 2016). The anvil section of
MCS is generally limited to between 1.5 and 2 times the radius of the core, although
this increases to 5 times the radius over the western tropical Pacific warm pool

(Yuan and Houze 2010).

Igel et al. (2014) use CloudSat data to develop a dataset of cloud objects which
are divided into anvil and core regions. They investigate the dependence of anvil
morphology on sea surface temperature and find that anvil thickness increases, anvil
width decreases and cloud top temperature cools at higher sea surface temperature.
Convection is further observed to be invigorated in the presence of higher levels of
convective available potential energy, aerosol optical depth and upward mid-level
vertical velocities (Igel and van den Heever 2015). High wind shears are correlated

with wider, but shallower clouds (Igel and van den Heever 2015).

2.3.3 Convection over Africa and the Atlantic

Much of the work presented in this thesis will focus on high time-resolution obser-
vations of tropical convective clouds over the continent of Africa and the Atlantic
Ocean. As discussed above, tropical Africa is a hot spot for convective activity, pro-
ducing the most numerous and intense convective storms on Earth. Some of these
storms propagate out into the Atlantic ocean, although convective clouds can also

generate over the ocean surface.

In order to give a larger-scale context for convection in tropical Africa and the
Atlantic ocean, a brief overview of the geography, climate and meteorology of the
region is presented here.

The African continent is located primarily in the tropics, with two-thirds of its
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landmass between 30°N and 30°S. Within the tropical and subtropical latitudes of
Africa the diurnal variation in temperature (10-15K outside of desert regions) is
greater than the annual variation (less than 10K south of the Sahara) (Nicholson
2001). Annual mean temperatures are generally high with the cooler conditions
associated with mid-latitude depressions only observed in the far north and south.
However, these high temperatures are moderated in the highland plateaus of eastern,

central and southern Africa (Leroux 1983).

Topographic height across Africa and the Arabian Peninsula is illustrated in figure
2.3, using data from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission in 2000 (NASA 2004).
central Africa is dominated by the Great Rift Valley, which runs from the Red Sea
in the north to Lake Malawi in the south and splits into two sections around lake
Victoria, where it encloses the East African plateau. The Congo basin, a shallow

feature surrounded by highlands, lies to the west. Southern Africa is covered by a
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Figure 2.3: Digital elevation map of Africa
and the Arabian Peninsula. Colour-coding is
directly related to topographic height, with
brown and yellow at the lower elevations,
rising through green, to white at the high-
est elevations. Blue areas on the map rep-
resent water. FElevation data used in this
image were acquired by the Shuttle Radar
Topography Mission aboard the Space Shut-
tle Endeavour during February 2000. Fig-
ure and caption adapted from NASA (2004).
(©NASA/JPL/NIMA 2004.
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Figure 2.4: Land cover classification pro-
duced from data acquired in 2000 from the
SPOT VEGETATION instrument. Yellow-
brown colours are shrub or grassland,
green colours are forested areas, pink-purple
colours are agricultural, grey areas are desert
or rock, bright yellow are salt hardpans and
red areas are cities. Dark blue areas rep-
resent water. A detailed description of the
different categories is available from Mayaux
et al. (2003). Image and caption adapted
from Mayaux et al. (2003). (©European
Commission 2003.



large plateau, with the semi-desert of the Kalahari surrounded by a mountainous
fringe and a thin coastal plain (NASA 2004). Convection, and MCS in particular,
are often triggered in the lee of such high terrain. The northern part of the con-
tinent consists of a mixture of plateaus and the sand-filled basins which form the
Sahara. In the northeast, the Atlas Mountains separate the Sahara from the more

Mediterranean climates of the Maghreb (NASA 2004).

Figure 2.4 shows land cover types across Africa. A full description of the nuanced
categories displayed is not presented here, but is available from Mayaux et al. (2003).
Broadly, yellow-brown colours are savanna, shrub or grassland, green colours are
forested areas, pink-purple colours are agricultural, and grey areas are desert (a

major source of dust aerosol) or rock (Mayaux et al. 2003).

Africa’s symmetrical location with respect to the equator, combined with an ab-
sence of large, high mountain ranges to inhibit air flow results in a remarkable lack
of climactic divides across the continent. Its meteorology and climate are therefore
more heavily influenced by major planetary circulations than other tropical conti-
nents, with symmetric patterns apparent in the northern and southern hemispheres

(Buckle 1996).

In the absence of clear climactic divides, African climate regimes are largely differ-
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Figure 2.5: Average observed 1989-2005 precipitation (in mm/day) from GPCP, with 925
hPa wind vectors from ERA Interim Reanalysis superimposed. Left: DJF, right: JJA.
Image and caption adapted from (Sylla et al. 2009).
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entiated by the amount of precipitation they receive (Buckle 1996). The seasonal
movement of the I'TCZ is the classic explanation for the presence of one or two rainy
seasons per year over much of the African continent. Figure 2.5 shows mean observed
annual precipitation, from data gathered by the Global Precipitation Climatology
Project (GPCP) for the months of December, January and February (DJF) and
June, July and August (JJA). Comparing the two images it is obvious that some ar-
eas, such as the Saharan and Kalahari deserts, receive little to no rain while others,
such as the Congo basin and the west coast of Madagascar, are wet all year round.
Some regions are seasonally dry, receiving rain during one or two rainy seasons each

year (Nicholson 2001).

The other key large-scale circulation in this region are the tropical jets. The tropical
easterly jet is a region of intense winds lying in the upper troposphere and extending
from Asia to West Africa (Galvin 2015). Although the intensity of this jet has been
linked to changes in precipitation in West Africa (Kanamitsu and Krishnamurti
1977; Grist and Nicholson 2001), it is generally viewed as less important to African

weather and climate than the weaker African easterly jet (AEJ).

The AEJ is an area of strong easterly winds in the tropical mid-troposphere (Galvin
2015). It forms in the northern hemisphere summer, due to the temperature con-
trast between the Sahara and the cooler conditions in the Gulf of Guinea (Cook
1999). Disturbances in the AEJ are thought to generate African easterly waves
(AEWs) (Burpee 1972, 1974), although the mechanisms involved remain uncertain
(Hsieh and Cook 2005; Nicholson et al. 2007). These waves are located in the mid-
troposphere and found close to the equator in West and central Africa during the
summer months. They have a short wavelength and a period of 3-5 days. AEWs
propagate towards the west, producing divergence aloft and convergence at the sur-
face which can cause MCS to form at or ahead of AEW troughs over both land
(Reed et al. 1977; Duvel 1990; Fink 2003) and ocean (Burpee 1974). These waves

are important for the formation of convective storms both over land and over the
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Atlantic ocean, accounting for much of the annual precipitation received in the Sahel

(Gaye et al. 2005), central and West Africa (Galvin 2015).

With the exception of the southern and northern extremities of the continent,
weather patterns over Africa are governed by two types of air mass: tropical con-
tinental and tropical marine. Tropical continental air masses originate from high
pressure systems over the Saharan, Arabian and Kalahari deserts and transport
hot, dry and stable air, bringing little cloud or rain. Such air masses bring sup-
pressed convection, and high concentrations of dust aerosol. From December to
March, tropical continental air is transported by the ‘Harmattan’ wind which flows
into the Sahara and can reach south to the coast of West Africa and parts of East

Africa (Buckle 1996).

Tropical maritime air, originating from the subtropical highs of the Atlantic and
southern Indian Ocean, brings warm, moist air to the continent. However, atmo-
spheric stability differs between the east and west coasts. To the west, this air mass
is trapped in a thin layer by the trade wind inversion, while cold sea surface tem-
peratures, caused by the upwelling Benguela and Canary currents, serve to reinforce
the stable atmospheric profile (Buckle 1996). Tropical maritime air therefore brings
little cloud or precipitation along the west coast. On the east coast, the major
subtropical high is known as the Mascerene. From May to October, the Mascerene
is situated at approximately 30°S and 70°E, and the resulting trade wind inversion
reduces instability, suppressing precipitation. However, from November to April,
the Mascerene weakens, and retreats to the East, allowing the inversion to lift and
bringing a deep layer of warm, moist air to the east coast, particularly Madagascar
(see figure 2.5). Rainfall is enhanced by the warm Agulhas Current running along
the west coast. Tropical maritime air masses acquire increasing amounts of mois-
ture as they move towards the equator and the I'TCZ, where surface heating and
orographic forcing can easily initiate convection (Buckle 1996). These air masses

bring the majority of tropical Africa’s rainfall. (Buckle 1996).
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3 Evaluating Convective Variabil-

1ty

3.1 Introduction

In order to study the lifecycle of convection, it is first necessary to know something
about the spatial and temporal variability of convective clouds. As discussed in
Section 2.3.1, many previous studies have attempted to quantify aspects of this
variability. However, the high time-resolution and continuous nature of recently
developed datasets from SEVIRI provide a new opportunity to investigate convective

variability across large areas and periods of time.

This section uses SEVIRI CTT data to quantify the spatial, seasonal and diurnal
variability of convective cloud. This study aims to consider the impact of retrieval
biases on SEVIRI’s ability to accurately capture the details of this variability. It

will also identify regions of strong convective activity.

The new SEVIRI datasets are introduced in Section 3.2. Based on this data, spa-
tial and seasonal patterns in CTT are examined in Section 3.3.1. In Section 3.3.2
the SEVIRI cloud top temperature data is compared to CALIOP measurements,
extending on existing validation analyses in order to consider the implications of
spatial and diurnal variations in retrieval bias for the SEVIRI-based diurnal cycles

of CTT. In Section 3, the diurnal variability of cloud top temperature is quantified
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across the SEVIRI disc. Conclusions are presented in Section 3.4.

3.2 Data

The analysis presented in this section uses cloud top property data from SEVIRI.
These data were obtained from the EUMETSAT Satellite Application Facility on
Climate Monitoring (CMSAF)’s recently updated twelve year dataset of cloud top
properties based on SEVIRI measurements, named the CLoud property dAtAset
using SEVIRI, version 2 (CLAAS-2) (Benas et al. 2016). CLAAS-2 contains the
only retrieval of cloud top properties currently available at full SEVIRI spatial and
temporal resolution and over a period of several years. The specific dataset used
in this study is the instantaneous cloud top parameters product (CTX version 002)
(Benas et al. 2016). The dataset is available for the period 2004-2015 and retrieved

at full SEVIRI spatial and temporal resolution.

The retrieval algorithm applied to produce the CLAAS-2 dataset was developed in
the framework of the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological
Satellites (EUMETSAT) Satellite Application Facility on Nowcasting (NWCSAF).
The full algorithm (NWCSAF/MSGv2012) is documented in Derrien (2013). To
summarize, a multi-spectral threshold method, applying a variety of threshold tests
in different channels, is used to obtain a pixel-resolution cloud mask. These tests
vary according to conditions such as solar illumination, satellite angle and surface
type. Cloud type and cloud top properties are also retrieved for pixels classed as
fully cloudy. No further retrievals are made for clear sky pixels, or pixels classified

as containing broken clouds.

The NWCSAF /MSG retrieval calculates the vertical placement of clouds for fully
cloudy pixels via a CTP retrieval, which varies according to cloud type, atmospheric

conditions, and the data available.

34



In the case of optically thick clouds, the vertical position of the cloud top is calculated
from brightness temperatures by accounting for above cloud atmospheric absorption.
A multi-spectral approach is used for partially cloudy pixels, or semi-transparent

cloud.

For opaque clouds at all heights, CTP is diagnosed by comparing observed 10.8 pm
brightness temperatures to values simulated by the Radiative Transfer Model for
TOVS (RTTOV) radiative transfer model. For high, semi-transparent cloud the
infrared window intercept, or radiance rationing retrieval methods are attempted.
Full details of the retrieval algorithm in the case of other cloud classification types

can be found in Derrien (2013).

Finally, for all cloud types, CTT and height are calculated from cloud top pressure

using input from ERA Interim Reanalysis fields.

This study also used CLAAS-2 monthly mean diurnal cycle CTT products to quan-
tify the diurnal cycle of CTT across the SEVIRI disc. These data are provided at a

spatial resolution of 0.25° and a temporal resolution of one hour.

All SEVIRI data used in this study are drawn from the CLAAS-2 CTT dataset, re-
trieved from SEVIRI observations using the NWCSAF /MSGv2012 algorithm (Benas
et al. 2016). For clarity, the term ‘SEVIRI’ will be used to refer to these datasets

in this section.

Finally, instantaneous SEVIRI data are validated against CALIOP, in order to in-
vestigate the implications of both the spatial and diurnal variability in SEVIRI’s
retrieval bias for the accurate quantification of diurnal cycles in CTT. The CALIOP
dataset used in this study is the same product used in the CLAAS-2 validation re-
port (Benas et al. 2016), the Lidar, Level 2, 5 km Cloud Layer, Validated Stage 1

Version 3 product (CAL LID L2 05kmCLay-ValStagel-V3-01) (NASA 2013).
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3.3 Results

3.3.1 Mean cloud top temperature

Seasonal mean SEVIRI cloud top temperatures for the period 2005-2015 are shown
in Fig. 3.1. As expected, the warmest CTTs are observed over the ocean and
the coldest over land, where a strong diurnal cycle in land surface temperatures
drives convective initiation. Typical cloud regime patterns, showing deep convection
over land in the region of the ITCZ, shallower convection over the central Atlantic
ocean in the trade wind convergence zone and stratocumulus cloud in the southeast

Atlantic ocean are evident.

Seasonal patterns in convection, driven by the movement of the ITCZ (Waliser and
Gautier 1993; Yang and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009) can be clearly seen. In
DJF, the ITCZ is shown as a band of cold cloud running from the southern Indian
ocean, through central Africa (where it crosses the equator) and the West African
coast before falling back below the equator, towards South America. In JJA, the
ITCZ traces a more northerly position, largely located above the equator, stretching

from the through the Sahel and trade wind convergence region, towards Venezuela.

In all seasons, regions with the coldest clouds have seasonal mean CTTs 0 K and
240 K, indicative of persistent deep convection in these areas. These clouds are con-
centrated in central Africa, the Amazon and the West African coast. The warmest
CTTs are found in the region of persistent stratocumulus cloud in the southeast

Atlantic Ocean, where seasonal mean CTTs range between 270 K and 290 K.

The position of the central Atlantic trade wind convergence zone is closely related
to the seasonal movement of the I'TCZ. Cloud top temperatures in this region fall
to between 230 K and 250 K, with particularly cold clouds observed in March, April

and May (MAM) and September, October and November (SON) due to the passage
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Figure 3.1: Seasonal mean SEVIRI cloud top temperatures for the period 2005-2015. Val-
ues are shown for all regions where cloud is observed for at least 10% of possible retrievals.
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of the I'TCZ. This indicates the presence of shallower convective cloud, initiated by

the convergence of northern and southern hemisphere winds.

The concentration of cold clouds in Central and West Africa suggests that the ab-
solute diurnal cycle of convection (the mean change in CTT throughout the day)
is likely to be strongest in these regions, due to the strong vertical development of
deep convective clouds. However, before attempting to quantify the diurnal cycle
of CTT using SEVIRI data, it is necessary to consider the impact of spatial and
diurnal variations in retrieval biases, which may have a significant impact on the

diurnal cycle derived from this dataset.

3.3.2 Evaluation of SEVIRI cloud top temperature retrievals
with CALIOP data

Biases in the CTT retrieval can be expected to display significant temporal and
spatial variation. For example, Fig. 3.1 shows clear spatial and seasonal patterns
in cloud type, while surface emissions of longwave radiation also display spatial and
temporal variations, particularly over land (Harrison et al. 1990; Wild et al. 2014).
The implications of cloud type and land surface emissivity for the accuracy of cloud

top property retrievals from SEVIRI were discussed in Section 2.2.2.

In the validation report for the CLAAS-2 dataset, Benas et al. (2016) compare
the CLAAS-2 CTT data to measurements from the CALIOP instrument between
2006 and 2015. The comparison is made for the CALIOP cloud layer at which the
vertically integrated COD is at least 0.2. For this setting they find a mean bias of
2.1 K and a bias-corrected root mean squared error (RMSE) of 16.3 K. Bias and

RMSE amount to 11.4 K and 22.1 K when no COD thresholds are applied.

This study considers the implications of both the spatial and diurnal variability in

retrieval bias for the accuracy of diurnal cycle measurements across the SEVIRI
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disc. To this end one year of SEVIRI and CALIOP CTT retrievals were compared
across the SEVIRI disc. This analysis was carried out using data from 2007, the
first full year for which CALIOP data are available. Data was processed for a single
year of the twelve year CLAAS-2 dataset, balancing the need to process sufficient
data points to be able to examine the spatial variability of retrieval bias with the

considerable computational expense of collocating two large datasets.

Collocation

Although CALIOP provides a limited number of observations compared to SEVIRI,
it provides a very accurate measurement of CTH, and hence CTT, due to its active
measurements. It is therefore an excellent dataset for assessing the accuracy of
SEVIRI cloud top retrievals. CALIOP also offers the advantage of a long-running
dataset (2006 - present) and global coverage, allowing data to be compared across

the entire SEVIRI disc over a long period of time.

CALIOP measures CTH and subsequently uses the Goddard Earth Observing Sys-
tem Model, Version 5 (GEOS-5) atmospheric global climate model to convert from
CTH to CTT (NASA 2013). This conversion can be seen as a potential source of un-
certainty in the CALIOP CTT representation, since the model has a coarser vertical

and horizontal resolution than CALIOP, with values reported at six hourly intervals.

Abbreviation | Symbol Collocation Layers COD
window (mins) | included | threshold
60-ML-0 [ 60 multi none
15-ML-0 X 15 multi none
60-SL-0 O 60 single none
60-ML-03 + 60 multi > 0.3
60-ML-1 v 60 multi > 1.0
60-ML-2 A 60 multi > 2.0
60-SL-1 o 60 single > 1.0

Table 3.1: Descriptions of the seven sets of collocation criteria to be evaluated, the ab-
breviations by which they are referenced in the text and the symbols by which they are
referenced in figures.
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Additionally, rising air parcels (such as those found in convective clouds) are usually
warmer than the surrounding air, as represented by the grid mean temperature of

the model fields.

As CALIOP is capable of detecting cloud layers with optical depths as low as 0.01,
while SEVIRI’s detection efficiency decreases at low optical depths, it is necessary
to exclude very thin cloud layers from this comparison. Previous comparisons of
SEVIRI and CALIOP data have excluded all cloud with an optical depth of less than
0.3 (Kniffka et al. 2013), 0.2, (Benas et al. 2016) and 0.1 (Stubenrauch et al. 2010;
SAFNWC/MSG 2012), while others have not excluded thin cloud at all (Reuter
et al. 2009). In this analysis, mean statistics were calculated for a number of different
collocation criteria. Due to the computational expense of collocating the datasets,

different collocation criteria were tested using data for every 10th day in 2007.

Table 3.1 contains information on the seven different sets of collocation criteria
tested. It indicates the maximum time window during which retrievals could be
collocated, whether multi-layer clouds were included in the comparison and what
COD threshold was used. Each set of criteria is identified by an abbreviation, used
to refer to individual scenarios in the text and by a symbol, used to refer to scenarios

in the figures.

The mean bias and RMSE for each of the collocation criteria in Table 3.1 are shown
in Fig. 3.2. Statistics are plotted separately for all collocated data points and also
for land retrievals only and ocean retrievals only. The number of SEVIRI CTT
retrievals collocated with CALIOP for each of the sets of criteria and the number of

land and ocean retrievals are shown in Fig. 3.3.

Adjusting the maximum time window for collocation from 60 to 15 minutes (60-
ML-0 and 15-ML-0) does not have a large effect on the mean bias and RMSE (Fig.
3.2). However, Fig. 3.3 shows that a 15 minute collocation window reduces the

number of collocated retrievals by 50%. The insensitivity of the bias to changes in
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Figure 3.2: Bias (SEVIRI minus CALIOP CTT ) versus root mean square error of SEVIRI
cloud top temperature retrievals. Symbols refer to the different sets of collocation criteria,
defined in Table 3.1. Green symbols show retrievals over land, blue over ocean and orange
over both. The ‘CALIOP’ point on the left-hand side indicates where a retrieval which
perfectly reproduced the CALIOP observations would be located.
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Figure 3.3: Number of SEVIRI and CALIOP retrievals collocated in 2007 for each of the
collocation criteria defined in Table 3.1. Collocation criteria are identified by both text
abbreviation and symbol. Colours show the division between land (green) and ocean (blue)

retrievals. Percentages show what fraction of the total number of available retrievals are
processed for each set of collocation criteria.
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the time window for collocation is initially surprising, due to the observed speed of
evolution of cloud properties. Additional SEVIRI and CALIOP CTTs were therefore
collocated, for the full year of 2007, using both 60-ML-0 and 15-ML-0 collocation
criteria. The 60-ML-0 criteria result in a maximum temporal distance between
SEVIRI and CALIOP retrievals of 30 minutes, while the 15-ML-0 criteria result in

a maximum temporal distance between retrievals of 7.5 minutes.

There is no significant change in either the magnitude or spatial distribution of
the observed biases between the two cases (Fig. 3.4). However, by reducing the
collocation window to 15 minutes, the number of collocated data points is reduced

and the spatial patterns become less clear.

The biases shown in Fig. 3.4 consist of biases due to differences in the retrieval
processes of the SEVIRI and CALIOP datasets (the retrieval bias) and to spatial and
temporal differences in the scenes observed by the two instruments (the collocation

bias).

If the size of the retrieval bias increased when moving from a 15-ML-0 to 60-ML-0,
it would be expected that either the mean biases in Fig. 3.8 would be larger than
those shown in Fig. 3.4, or, if the mean values are obscuring compensating errors
(for example from observations before and after the CALIOP overpass), that the
standard deviation of the retrieval biases in the 60 minute case would be larger than
those in the 15 minute case. However, there is little difference between the two sets
of maps (Fig. 3.5). This indicates that the size of the collocation biases does not
increase significantly when using a 60 minute time window in place of a 15 minute

window.

There are many reasons to think that the collocation bias may be small relative
to the large retrieval biases seen in many parts of the SEVIRI disc. For example,
over areas of stratiform cloud, CTT is unlikely to change significantly over the space

of the extra 22.5 minutes allowed by a 60 minute collocation window. In more
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Figure 3.4: Spatial distribution of the bias in SEVIRI cloud top temperature retrievals
during 2007, using a 15 minute collocation window. Biases are shown separately for both
the day (13:30 LST CALIOP overpass) and nighttime (01:30 LST CALIOP overpass),
using a 60 minute collocation window and a 15 minute collocation window.
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Figure 3.5: Spatial distribution of the standard deviation of the biases in SEVIRI cloud top
temperature retrievals during 2007. Data are shown for both the day (13:30 LST CALIOP
overpass) and nighttime (01:30 LST CALIOP overpass), using a 60 minute collocation
window and a 15 minute collocation window.
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convective areas, some clouds may develop significantly over the course of the larger
time window, but the CTT of mature convective cloud systems and convective anvils

will be more stable over time.

Additionally, as discussed in Section 3.3.2, the use of temperature profiles from
reanalysis datasets in converting between CTH and CTT may introduce large biases
between the two datasets. It is possible that the small difference in biases noticed
between the two temporal collocation windows is due to the large contribution of

this conversion process to the total bias observed.

As the size of the collocation bias does not increase significantly when using a 60
minute collocation window, and due to the significant reduction in the number of
data points available for further analysis when using a 15 minute window, a temporal

collocation window of 60 minutes was therefore chosen for this analysis.

The effects of applying different COD thresholds (60-ML-0, 60-ML-03, 60-ML-1,
60-ML-2) (in order to account for differences in the sensitivity of the SEVIRI and
CALIOP instruments to low cloud optical depths) were also considered. It should
be noted that these thresholds do not affect biases between the radiometric cloud

top observed by SEVIRI and the physical cloud top observed by CALIOP.

Thresholds were applied to the COD of the top cloud layer as measured by CALIOP
and scenes for which this top layer did not meet the threshold value were excluded
from the analysis. This differs from the approach implemented by Benas et al.
(2016), who compared CTT values for the first CALIOP layer at which the top-down,
vertically integrated cloud optical depth exceeded the threshold value. The number
of scenes containing cirrus cloud is therefore reduced in this analysis compared to
that of Benas et al. (2016). This is likely to increase the weighting of statistics
presented in Section 3.3.2 towards the southeast Atlantic ocean, where there are few
cirrus clouds. However, it does not impact the weighting of statistics elsewhere in

this study, where the data is not limited to retrievals which can be collocated to a
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CALIOP overpass.

A comparison of mean SEVIRI day and nighttime retrieval biases (Fig. 3.6) with
a similar plot in Benas et al. (2016) (Fig. 6-15, row 3, column 3) indicates that
this difference in methodology does not lead to a large difference in the spatial

distribution of the mean retrieval biases.

When no COD threshold is used, the mean bias for combined land and ocean data
is 11 K (Fig. 3.2). This is reduced to a mean bias of 2.4 K when using a threshold of
0.3, a mean bias of 0.4 K for a threshold of 1 and a mean bias of -0.9 for a threshold
of 2 (Fig. 3.2). Similar decreases in the RMSE were observed (Fig. 3.2).

The total mean and ocean-only biases are negative for the 60-ML-2 collocation cri-
teria, while the land values display a slight positive bias (Fig. 3.2). This is due to
the fact that the majority of the clouds in this dataset are located in the southeast
Atlantic Ocean (Fig. 3.7), a region of prevalent subtropical subsidence inversions.
In the presence of a low level thermal inversion there are two possible solutions to

the problem of inferring the vertical placement of cloud tops from observed bright-
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Figure 3.6: Spatial distribution of mean daytime (13:30 LST CALIOP overpass) and night-
time (01:30 LST CALIOP overpass) bias in SEVIRI CTT retrievals during 2007. This plot
is the same as the ‘Day and night’ plot in Fig. 3.8, but plotted using the same scale as
Fig. 6-15 in Benas et al. (2016) for ease of comparison.
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ness temperatures. As explained in Section 3.2, the SEVIRI retrieval algorithm
(NWCSAF /MSGv2012) places the cloud top for low clouds at the pressure level
which corresponds to the best fit between observed and simulated brightness tem-
peratures. In cases of low level thermal inversions, the SEVIRI retrieval generally
places the cloud above the thermal inversion (Derrien 2013) and may therefore un-
derestimate C'T'T in these areas. However, the CALIOP retrieval of CTT is based on
direct observations of CTH and is therefore not subject to uncertainty with respect
to the vertical placement of the cloud top in the first place (NASA 2013; Hamann
et al. 2014). However, the vertical resolution of the model fields used to convert
CALIOP CTH to CTT is relatively coarse, which may introduce some uncertainty
in the CALIOP values themselves. If the latter effect is small, the difference in ap-
proach to the vertical placement of clouds in the presence of inversions would result

in a systematic negative bias in the SEVIRI retrieval in this region.

Finally, the impact of excluding multi-layer cloud from the collocation is considered
(60-ML-0, 60-SL-0, 60-ML-1 and 60-SL-1, Table 3.1). Excluding multi-layer cloud
when no COD is used (60-SL-0) results in the mean bias falling from 11.1 K to 3.9 K
and the mean RMSE falling from 26.3 K to 20.6 K (Fig. 3.2), indicating that in
the case of multi-layer cloud scenes, observed cloud top brightness temperatures are
likely contaminated by longwave emissions from lower-level clouds. However, once
a COD threshold of 1.0 is applied, excluding multi-layer cloud (60-SL-1) results in
a much smaller change in the bias from 0.4 K to -0.4 K, with the mean RMSE
falling from 11.8 K to 10.9 K (Fig. 3.2). This shows that, when the top cloud layer
observed by CALIOP has a COD greater than one, the brightness temperatures
observed by SEVIRI are no longer significantly contaminated by longwave emissions
from lower-level clouds. CALIOP scenes containing multiple layers of cloud were

therefore included.

To summarize, for all further analyses presented in this paper, SEVIRI and CALIOP

data were collocated using the 60-ML-1 criteria, consisting of a 60 minute collocation
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window, inclusion of scenes with multiple layers of cloud, and a COD threshold of
1.0. The resulting CTT retrievals from SEVIRI and CALIOP were compared for the
full year of 2007, as follows. For each 5 by 5 km CALIOP pixel within the SEVIRI

disc:
e the highest reported CALIOP cloud layer was selected;

e the SEVIRI pixel with the closest latitude and longitude to that of the CALIOP

pixel was selected;

e for this pixel, the nearest SEVIRI retrieval in time (within the allowed 60

minute time window) was identified;

e if multiple CALIOP retrievals fell within a single SEVIRI pixel, the values
were averaged. This was only necessary towards the edges of the disc, beyond

approximately 50°E and 50°W;,

e the retrieval bias (calculated as SEVIRI minus CALIOP CTT) was calculated

for each instance of collocated data.

Retrieval biases

The annual mean bias in SEVIRI CTT, calculated across the entire SEVIRI disc
from January to December 2007, combining both daytime and nighttime conditions,
is 0.44 K with a standard deviation of 11.7 K (Table 3.2). This is smaller than the
2.1 K mean bias calculated by Benas et al. (2016). The difference is likely due to the
fact that a less stringent COD threshold of 0.3 was applied by Benas et al. (2016),

compared to the threshold of 1.0 used in this study.

Statistics calculated over both land and ocean, and under both day and nighttime
conditions, show small mean biases and large standard deviations. Over the ocean

the mean bias in SEVIRI CTT is -0.12 K, with a standard deviation of 10.5 K, but
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over land the mean bias rises to 2.38 K, with a standard deviation of 14.9 K (Table

3.2).

It should also be noted that the sign of the mean bias is negative over the ocean
for both daytime and nighttime retrievals, although the bias is always positive over
land. As discussed in Section 3.2, even once clouds with a low optical depth are

filtered out, observations from SEVIRI are expected to detect a warmer radiometric

CTT as compared to the colder physical CTT observed by CALIOP.

The spatial distribution of the number of fully cloudy pixels for which SEVIRI
retrieved a CTT value and for which a corresponding CALIOP value was available
during 2007 are shown in Fig. 3.7. Collocated retrievals are concentrated in the
southeast Atlantic Ocean (Fig. 3.7), an area of almost perpetual cloudiness, where
atmospheric inversions are prevalent. The negative biases over the ocean are again
due to the different retrieval processes for SEVIRI and CALIOP with regard to the
vertical placement of clouds in regions of atmospheric inversions (as discussed in

Section 3.3.2).

Figure 3.8 shows the spatial distribution of mean SEVIRI minus CALIOP CTT for

daytime, nighttime, day and nighttime combined, and the difference between night

Surface | Time of day Number of Mean Standard deviation
type retrievals (106) | bias (K) of bias (K)
day and night 2.79 0.44 11.7
land and | day 1.34 0.05 12.2
ocean night 1.45 0.80 11.2
day and night 0.63 2.38 14.9
land day 0.32 0.72 16.0
night 0.31 4.11 13.5
day and night 2.16 -0.12 10.5
ocean day 1.02 -0.16 10.7
night 1.14 -0.10 10.4

Table 3.2: Summary of evaluation results for the 60-ML-1 collocation criteria, showing:
number of collocated SEVIRI retrievals, mean bias (SEVIRI minus CALIOP CTT) and
standard deviation of the bias. Statistics are reported separately for day, night, land and
ocean retrievals.
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and daytime biases. It can immediately be seen that for both day and night time
retrievals, there are large areas of very high mean bias, although, due to compen-
sating biases, these are obscured in some areas when day and nighttime biases are
plotted together (Fig 3.8). SEVIRI is shown to generally overestimate CTT over
land, by between approximately 10 and 20 K during the day and between 15 and
25 K (or more) at night (Fig. 3.8). These values are larger than those reported
by Benas et al. (2016) who do not consider day and nighttime biases separately.
However, these biases are in agreement with the expected discrepancy of 0.5-3.0 km
(approximately 3-20 K assuming a 6.5 K/km lapse rate) between radiometric and

physical cloud top height (as discussed in Section 2.2.2).

Over the ocean, biases are relatively small. Under both day and nighttime conditions
CTT is underestimated by between 5 and 10 K over large areas of the Atlantic

ocean, while in other areas, such as the region of trade wind convergence, SEVIRI
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Figure 3.7: Spatial distribution of the number of collocated SEVIRI and CALIOP retrievals
in 2007, shown separately for daytime and nighttime conditions.
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Figure 3.8: Spatial distribution of the bias in SEVIRI cloud top temperature retrievals
during 2007. Biases are shown for the day (13:30 LST CALIOP overpass), night (01:30
LST CALIOP overpass), mean of both day and night biases, and for the difference (night
minus day) between night and daytime biases.
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overestimates CTT by between 5 and 15 K (Fig. 3.8).

The large areas of slightly negative bias in the Atlantic ocean correspond to areas
of persistent atmospheric inversion. As explained previously, the small systematic
bias in the SEVIRI CTT retrieval in this region is due to its treatment of subsidence
inversions. As can be seen from Fig. 3.7, the majority of the collocated retrievals
are located in this region. Therefore, the mean biases presented in Table 3.2 are

heavily weighted towards the small negative biases in this region.

The difference in the magnitude of the biases over land and ocean is likely due to
differences in the most common cloud regimes, with deep convection being more
common over land and stratiform cloud more common over the ocean (Yang and
Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009), as well as the greater difficulty in accounting for
variations in surface emissivity over land (Derrien 2013). As suggested by Sherwood
et al. (2004) and Stubenrauch et al. (2013), the differing extinction profiles and ver-
tical heights of convective and stratiform clouds results in larger differences between

the radiometric and physical cloud top for tall convective clouds.

Unfortunately, it is not possible to fully characterize the diurnal variation in bias,
as CALIOP data is only available for comparison at 01:30 and 13:30 LST. However,
the two CALIOP overpasses can give at least an estimate of the potential size of this
variation. For the purposes of this study, a bias in CTT which remained constant
throughout the day would not be a barrier to quantifying either the amplitude of the
diurnal cycle in CTT, or the average time of minimum CTT. However, the fact that
biases can change dramatically from the day to nighttime overpasses of CALIOP is

more problematic.

Both the mean values and the spatial distribution of the biases change significantly
from day to night. Differences between mean nighttime and daytime biases in the
SEVIRI CTT retrieval can be as large as 30 K in some areas (Fig. 3.8). There are

strong positive differences over Sub-Saharan Africa and South America, with strong
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negative differences over the Sahara. Differences between night and daytime biases
are generally smaller over the ocean and over Europe. In areas where the difference
between daytime and nighttime biases (Fig. 3.8) is greater than, or equal to the
observed magnitude of the diurnal cycle in CTT, the diurnal cycle observed from the
retrieval may be a product of diurnal variability in the accuracy of the retrieval. It
will therefore be necessary to consider the diurnal variability in retrieval bias when

quantifying the diurnal cycle of CTT.

3.3.3 Diurnal cycle of cloud top temperature

The CLAAS-2 monthly mean diurnal cycle product was used to calculate three-
month mean diurnal cycles of CTT across the SEVIRI disc. Data were averaged
for the period 2005-2015 to produce a climatological diurnal cycle with a temporal
resolution of one hour, on a spatial grid of 0.25°. Ten years of data were required
in order to produce relatively smooth diurnal cycles, particularly over land, where

cloud retrievals were relatively sparse.

An example of the resulting diurnal cycle in CTT is shown in Fig. 3.9 for a grid box
centred on 3.1°S, 16.4°E, (western Democratic Republic of the Congo, see cross in
Fig. 3.13) for the months of September, October and November (SON). The ampli-
tude of the diurnal cycle in CTT was calculated as the maximum minus minimum
diurnal mean CTT, as shown by the arrow indicating an amplitude of 30 K. The
local solar time of the minimum CTT was defined as the time at which the mini-
mum daily mean CTT occurred, as shown by the dashed line at 19:00 local solar

time (LST).

While the averaging process produced a coherent diurnal cycle in the majority of
cases, the calculated diurnal cycle remained very noisy in a few areas, particularly
during seasons when very few clouds were retrieved. The number of CTT retrievals

is greatest over areas of the ocean where large, homogeneous stratiform cloud fields
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result in a large number of cloud-filled pixels and hence a large number of SEVIRI
CTT retrievals, and in the region of the ITCZ, where convective cloud is concen-
trated (Fig. 3.10). In areas with very few cloud retrievals, such as the Sahara in all
seasons and parts of southern Africa in JJA (Fig. 3.10), it will not be possible to

accurately calculate a diurnal cycle of convection.

Maps of the amplitude of the diurnal cycle in SEVIRI CTT (Fig. 3.11), calculated as
shown in Fig. 3.9, show the smallest amplitudes located over the southeast Atlantic
ocean in all seasons. Over the course of a typical day, stratocumulus cloud tops
vary by less than 5 K in this region. Amplitudes increase to between 20 K and
30 K in the trade wind region, where there are more convective clouds. Over Africa
and South America amplitudes generally range between 20 K and 50 K, with the
seasonal changes tracking the movement of the ITCZ, seen as a migrating band of

cold cloud tops in Fig. 3.1. The diurnal cycle is smaller in Europe where amplitudes
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Figure 3.9: Seasonal mean climatological (September, October, November, 2005 - 2015)
diurnal cycle of CTT at 3.1°S, 16.4°E, (western Democratic Republic of the Congo, see cross
in Fig. 3.13). The amplitude of the diurnal cycle (defined as minimum minus maximum
CTT) and the phase (defined as the local solar time (LST) of minimum CTT) are also
illustrated.
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Figure 3.10: Spatial distributions of the total number of SEVIRI cloud top temperature
retrievals available from the CLAAS-2 dataset during the period 2005-2015. Values are

shown for each season.
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range from 15 K in the north during DJF to 50 K in the Mediterranean during JJA.

For illustrative purposes, amplitudes of the diurnal cycle in CTT were plotted for
areas with few CTT retrievals, but regions with retrievals at less than 15% of the
processed time steps are indicated (Fig. 3.11). With the exception of southern Africa
in JJA, these regions correspond to areas of predominantly desert and calculated
amplitudes tend to be very large. Amplitudes exceed 60 K in areas of the Sahara
and Namibian deserts in all seasons, as well as in Somalia during the December
to March dry season (Higgins et al. 1978) and southern Africa during the May
to September dry season (Higgins et al. 1978) (Fig. 3.11). The large amplitudes
observed in these areas are likely to be caused by a mixture of insufficient data (Fig.
3.10) and, particularly in the Sahara, by a large variation in the size of the retrieval

bias between night and daytime conditions (Fig. 3.8).

In order to consider the effects of systematic differences in day and nighttime CTT
retrieval biases in the SEVIRI dataset, the ratio of the amplitude of the diurnal cycle
(Fig. 3.11) to the diurnal variability in the retrieval bias (Fig. 3.8) was calculated.
In regions where this ratio is low, differences between systematic retrieval biases
under day and nighttime conditions may contribute strongly to the amplitude of
the observed diurnal cycle in CTT. A threshold value of 5 was chosen for this ratio,
as indicative of regions in which observed diurnal cycles in CTT may simply be
artefacts of the diurnal variation in retrieval errors. Areas for which the ratio falls

below this threshold are indicated in Fig. 3.11.

Maps of the phase of the diurnal cycle, defined at each grid box as the local solar
time at which the minimum three-monthly mean CTT occurs (Fig. 3.9) are shown
in Fig. 3.12. Regions with few clouds, or where diurnal variability in retrieval bias
may significantly contribute to the observed diurnal cycle are illustrated in Fig. 3.12,

as described for Fig. 3.11.

Over large areas of the ocean, minimum CTTs are observed at around 16:00 (Fig.
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Figure 3.11: Seasonal mean amplitude of the diurnal cycle in SEVIRI cloud top temper-
ature for the period 2005-2015. The white overlay indicates regions where retrievals are
available for fewer than 15% of the processed timesteps. Squares indicate regions where

the ratio of the amplitude of the diurnal cycle in CTT to the diurnal variability in CTT
retrieval bias is less than 5.
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Figure 3.12: Seasonal mean phase (local solar time of minimum climatological mean CTT)
of the diurnal cycle in cloud top temperature for the period 2005-2015. The white over-
lay indicates regions where retrievals are available for fewer than 15% of the processed
timesteps. Squares indicate regions where the ratio of the amplitude of the diurnal cycle
in CTT to the diurnal variability in CTT retrieval bias is less than 5.
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3.12), possibly due to the initiation of convective cloud in the afternoons. In the
southeast Atlantic however, where the predominant cloud type is stratiform, the

minimum is observed in the morning, at around 09:00 (Fig. 3.12).

In South America, minimum CTT generally occurs at around 20:00. Over Sub-
Saharan Africa and Europe the minimum is generally observed at around 16:00,
with some areas, particularly West Africa, the Sahel and parts of the Congo Basin,
showing later peaks at around 18:00. These later peaks broadly track the movement
of the ITCZ (Fig. 3.1) and could be due to more vigorous convection, persisting
until later in the day. It could also be due to a mixture of different convective cloud
types, including organised MCSs which can persist until the early morning and more
isolated local convective cells which peak in the afternoon (Rickenbach et al. 2009;

Pfeifroth et al. 2016).

Areas with few cloud retrievals, such as the Sahara desert in all seasons, and southern
Africa in JJA, are noisier (Fig. 3.12). This may be due to the fact that there is
simply not enough data in these regions to meaningfully diagnose the phase of the
diurnal cycle in CTT. However, the regions with the fewest retrievals (Fig. 3.7 and
Fig. 3.12) do not match exactly the regions of noise in Fig. 3.12. This indicates that
the noise may also be caused by a mixture of different cloud types with different

diurnal cycles.

The relationship between the observed amplitude and phase of the diurnal cycle
and the retrieval biases presented in Section 3.3.2 were examined in more detail
over the Sahara, central Africa and southeast Atlantic ocean. These areas were
chosen because they all exhibit fairly consistent patterns of both retrieval bias and
observed diurnal cycle properties and were designed to cover approximately 9x10°
km? each. They also provide examples of desert, rainforest and ocean surface types.

The locations of these three areas are illustrated in Fig. 3.13.

Seasonal mean SEVIRI diurnal cycles and retrieval biases for each of the regions in
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Fig. 3.13 were compared (Fig. 3.14). It has already been shown that the SEVIRI
dataset has different retrieval biases under daytime and nighttime conditions (Sec-
tion 3.3.2), due to differences in solar illumination, cloud types, the availability of
visible channel observations and, subsequently the exact retrieval algorithms used.
Seasonal mean times of sunrise and sunset are therefore indicated for each region
and mean retrieval biases, as calculated in Section 3.3.2 for the year 2007, are shown

for both day and nighttime CALIOP overpasses.

In the southeast Atlantic Ocean, the bias is shown to be very small with no apparent
diurnal cycle in the bias (Fig. 3.14). Mean CTTs reach a minimum at around 09:00
and persist until 16:00 in the DJF and March, April and May (MAM) seasons.
In JJA the cold clouds are more short-lived and in SON CTTs remain constant
throughout the day. Mean CTTs are warm at around 280 K in JJA and SON and
270 K in DJF. However, mean CTTs are colder, at around 250 K in MAM. The cold

JCentral

| ¥ Africa”

Figure 3.13: Map of the area observed by SEVIRI showing true-colour surfaces, major
rivers and lakes. Labelled boxes show the locations of the regions used in Fig. 3.14. The
white cross shows the location of the data used in Fig. 3.9.
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mean temperatures in MAM and to a lesser extent, those in DJF may be due to the
inclusion of regions with large numbers (Fig. 3.1) of cold clouds (Fig. 3.10) in the
region defined as the southeast Atlantic for the purposes of this study (Fig. 3.13).
Fig. 3.1 shows that seasonal mean CTTs in the centre of the southeast Atlantic

region are closer to 280 K in all seasons.

In the Sahara, the amplitude of the diurnal cycle is almost 20 K, with a small diurnal
cycle in the bias of around 5 K (Fig. 3.14). The warmest CTTs are observed at
05:00 and at noon, with the coldest cloud at 07:00 and 18:00. Although the diurnal
cycle in the bias is less than the amplitude of the diurnal cycle, the bias results in
CTTs retrieved during the day being too warm, indicating that a significant fraction
of the amplitude observed over the Sahara may be due to differences between the

day and nighttime conditions and hence the differences in the retrieval algorithms
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Figure 3.14: Seasonal mean diurnal cycles of SEVIRI CTT calculated over the period 2005-
2015 (solid lines) and mean 2007 SEVIRI minus CALIOP retrieval bias (vertical distance
between coloured circles and corresponding coloured lines). Biases are shown at the mean
LST for the day and nighttime CALIOP overpasses. Also shown are the local solar times
of sunrise (triangles) and sunset (nablas) for each region and season.
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applied. Sudden changes in mean CTT around the times of sunrise and sunset in
the Sahara are also seen in Fig. 3.14. In all seasons there is a secondary minimum in
cold CTTs at around 06:00, about an hour before sunrise. This secondary minimum
may indicate the presence of MCSs, or simply a change in values due to the change

in retrieval algorithm at this point.

In central Africa, the diurnal cycle in the bias is around 7 K and the amplitude of the
diurnal cycle is around 15 K throughout the year (Fig. 3.14). The warmest cloud is
observed at 14:00, with the coldest cloud between 20:00 in DJF and 22:00 in JJA.
There is a secondary minimum at 09:00 in all seasons except DJF, which may be
caused by the presence of MCS, although it is also possible that this secondary peak
is produced by the switch from night to daytime retrieval conditions. In contrast to
the Sahara however, the diurnal cycles in retrieval bias create a smaller amplitude
of the diurnal cycle in CTTs than would otherwise be observed. This size of the bias
during the early morning may indicate a larger difference between the radiometric
cloud top measured by SEVIRI and the physical cloud top measured by CALIOP
due to differences in cloud types throughout the day. While the ratio of the diurnal
cycle in mean CTT to the difference in retrieval biases is small, it appears that
in this region the difference in the retrieval bias is acting to reduce, rather than

increase, the observed diurnal cycle in CTT.

It is interesting to note that the broad shape of the diurnal cycle curves in the
Sahara and central Africa are similar, although the post-sunrise increase in CTT is
delayed in central Africa relative to the Sahara. However, the reasons for the time

lag between diurnal cycles of CTT in central Africa and the Sahara are not known.

3.4 Conclusions

This chapter evaluated SEVIRI CTT data against CALIOP and attempted to quan-

tify spatial and diurnal variabilities in retrieval biases. The amplitude and phase of
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the diurnal cycle in CTTs, as observed by SEVIRI were also quantified. Comparing
measurements of the diurnal cycle in mean CTT and retrieval bias, it is shown that
diurnal variations in the retrieval bias are often of the same order of magnitude as
the amplitude of the observed diurnal cycle. This indicates that observed diurnal
cycles may be artefacts of retrieval bias in some regions. Areas in which there was
insufficient data to accurately calculate the diurnal cycle in CTT, or in which the

observed cycle was an artefact of retrieval biases, were identified.

SEVIRI and CALIOP data were collocated using a 60 minute collocation window
and a COD threshold of 1.0. Scenes with multiple layers of cloud were included.
By collocating SEVIRI and CALIOP CTT retrievals for the whole year of 2007, it
is shown that mean errors in the SEVIRI retrieval can vary from less than 5 K to
more than 30 K across the SEVIRI disc, and by up to 30 K between the daytime
and nighttime overpasses of CALIOP. However, mean errors across the SEVIRI disc
are small, at approximately 0.44 K with a standard deviation of 11.7 K. This shows
the importance of considering spatial and diurnal variations in retrieval error when

using this dataset.

This study shows that the difference between the radiometric cloud tops observed
by SEVIRI and the physical cloud tops observed by CALIOP may account for a
significant fraction of the biases found in this analysis. As explained in Section
2.2.2, previous studies indicate that biases of less than 0.5-3.0 km (approximately
3-20 K) could potentially be explained by this difference, even for optically thick
clouds. As cloud layers with an optical depth of less than 1.0 were not included in the
comparison of SEVIRI and CALIOP CTT data, biases are expected to be largest
in the case of optically thick clouds with poorly defined edges, such as glaciated
clouds. In addition, the small negative bias observed over the southeast Atlantic
Ocean is likely related to uncertainties introduced by the use of models to estimate
the vertical placement of clouds for both SEVIRI and CALIOP datasets. Additional

biases described in this paper may be due to retrieval errors included in the SEVIRI

63



dataset, or due to the introduction of errors due to the use of reanalysis dataset
temperature profiles to convert between CTH and CTT. As discussed in Section
3.3.2 this conversion may introduce significant errors in the vertical positioning of
cloud layers and could potentially by the dominant source of bias. It is however

outside the scope of this study to quantify this potential bias.

Keeping these uncertainties in mind, the seasonal, diurnal and spatial variation of
CTTs were quantified across the SEVIRI disc. By analysing the seasonal mean
amplitude and phase of the diurnal cycle in CTT, it is shown that SEVIRI is able
to capture details of the diurnal cycle of convection, across several continents. It
is shown that the CLAAS-2 dataset measures the diurnal cycle of cloud tops ac-
curately in regions of stratiform cloud such as the southeast Atlantic and Europe,
where retrieval biases are small and exhibit limited spatial and temporal variability.
Quantifying the diurnal cycle over the tropics and regions of desert is more difficult,

as biases are larger and more variable.

Looking at three areas in detail (the southeast Atlantic Ocean, the Sahara desert and
Central Africa), the relationships between the diurnal cycle in CTT and retrieval
biases is analysed. It is shown that retrieval biases in the southeast Atlantic are small
enough to detect a small but persistent diurnal cycle of approximately 5 K in the
area, with cold clouds peaking between 11:00 and 15:00 local solar time. However,
the CLAAS-2 dataset is shown to be of limited skill in measuring the diurnal cycle
over the Sahara, which may be due to generally low cloud cover in desert regions and
a possible dominance of optically thin clouds such as cirrus outflow from tropical
convection when clouds are present. In the Sahara, variability in the bias appears
to contribute to an excessively large amplitude of the diurnal cycle, with a large
amount of spatial and seasonal variability in the phase. In tropical regions such as
Central Africa, a relatively large variability in the retrieval biases appears to dampen
the signal from a very strong observed diurnal cycle, with minimum CTTs occurring

consistently between 20:00 and 22:00.
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While this study highlights the importance of considering spatial and diurnal vari-
ations in retrieval errors when using SEVIRI data, it is also the case that observa-
tions from passive imagers in geostationary orbit provide valuable observations of
the temporal and spatial variability of cloud on scales which are not available from
polar-orbiting satellites such as CALIOP. These results should therefore be seen as
guidance for the observation and modelling communities when using SEVIRI cloud
top properties, particularly for studies considering the diurnal cycle of cloud top

properties.
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4 The Lifecycle of Convective Cloud

Cores and Anvils

4.1 Introduction

As discussed in Section 2.3.2, while the broad features of convective cloud lifecycles
are well understood, the variability of convective cloud properties such as time of
convective initiation, cloud lifetime, and speed of development are not well char-
acterised on the global scale. This is particularly true over the African continent,

where observational data on convection is sparse (Washington et al. 2013).

The majority of published studies on convective cloud lifecycles are based on static
datasets (Peng et al. 2014, 2016; Zipser et al. 2006; Igel et al. 2014; Igel and van den
Heever 2015; Deng et al. 2016), while those studies which focus on dynamic con-
vective cloud lifecycles are often limited to a small area, or period of time (Bouniol
et al. 2016; Fiolleau and Roca 2013b; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010; Futyan and
Del Genio 2007b; Bedka et al. 2010). However, new convection-tracking tools, using
the high time-resolution data available from SEVIRI make it possible to study the

lifecycle of individual convective cloud objects.

This section uses the cloud tracking algorithm Cb-TRAM (introduced in Section
2.2.4) to study the evolution and lifecycle of convective cloud cores and, through the

use of a watershedding technique, their associated anvils. It aims to quantify the
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lifecycle of convective cloud and the evolution of convective cloud properties over a

large area (sub-Saharan Africa) and period of time (four months in 2007).

The data and methodology used to create a dataset of tracked convective cloud
cores and anvils are introduced in Section 4.2. An overview of the resulting dataset
is given in Section 4.3.1. The evolution of convective cloud morphology is examined
in Section 4.3.2 and the lifecycle of convective clouds is examined in Section 4.3.3.

Conclusions are presented in Section 4.4.

4.2 Method

The Cb-TRAM algorithm (Zinner et al. 2008; Merk and Zinner 2013) (introduced
in Section 2.2.4) was used to locate and track areas of cloud which display rapid
vertical development over the 15 minute timestep observed by SEVIRI. It should
be noted that the tracked objects relate to regions of vertically developing cloud,
at a scale resolvable by the Cb-TRAM algorithm, which has a minimum resolution
of 2 SEVIRI pixels, or around 32 km?. Therefore, these tracked objects do not
correspond to individual convective updrafts, which are too small to be resolved by
the SEVIRI instrument. At the same time, a large, organised convective system is
likely to have multiple regions of convective updraft, which may interact with each
other. As long as these regions of updraft are separated by at least two SEVIRI

pixels, Cb-TRAM will consider these regions of updraft as separate objects.

The objects tracked by Cb-TRAM should therefore be understood as regions of
contiguous convective updraft, rather than convective cloud systems, or individual
convective updrafts. For clarity these tracked objects will be referred to in this

section as ‘cores’.

Cbhb-TRAM further classifies its cores into three stages of development. Stage one

corresponds to initiating convective cloud, exhibiting rapid development in the lower
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troposphere, stage two refers to developing convection, showing rapid development
in the upper troposphere, while stage three corresponds to cores which have reached
the tropopause and potentially developed regions of anvil outflow. For the subset
of tracked cores which reach stage three, a watershedding technique was used to
assign regions of anvil cloud to each tracked core. Convection at all three stages
of development is considered in the following analysis. However, clouds are only

assigned an anvil component during the stage three phase of their development.

The watershedding technique (Bradski 2000) is applied to the 10.8 pm brightness
temperature field (Fig. 4.1a). Areas of cloud are identified by applying the cloud
mask from the CLAAS-2 product (Benas et al. 2016) to SEVIRI’s 10.8 pm brightness
temperature field (Fig. 4.1b). Areas of warm cloud are excluded by applying a
threshold of 260 K to this field (Fig. 4.1c).

Previous studies have used a variety of brightness temperature thresholds, typically
between 208 K and 255 K, to distinguish regions of anvil cloud (Houze et al. 2000;
Futyan and Del Genio 2007a; Pope et al. 2008; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010; Goyens
et al. 2012; Bennartz and Schroeder 2012). In combination with the CLAAS-2 cloud
mask, the 260 K threshold chosen for this study allows for the inclusion of as large an
area of potential anvil cloud as possible at this stage in the watershedding process,
while still excluding brightness temperatures which clearly correspond to warmer

cloud types, or areas of surface.

The resulting field of cold cloud (Fig. 4.1c¢) is divided up among the stage three cores
tracked by Cb-TRAM. This is achieved by treating the brightness temperature field
as a topographic surface, where cold pixels correspond to topographical minima. The
locations of the stage three cores from Cb-TRAM are used as markers, identifying

some of these local minima as belonging to specific cloud cores (Fig. 4.1d).

The watershedding process can most easily be understood by considering each local

minima as the bottom of a basin. For any basin containing a Cb-TRAM core, the
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Figure 4.1: Illustration of the watershedding process at 14:15 UTC on 15-06-2007. a)
10.8 pm brightness temperature field from SEVIRI. b) pixels not classified as cloud by the
SEVIRI CLASS-2 product are removed. c) pixels with a 10.8 pm brightness temperature
> 260 K are removed. d) the location of the watershed markers (all stage 3 Cb-TRAM
cloud cores detected at this timestep). e) the location of the anvil objects produced by
the watershedding process. f) the location of stage 3 Cb-TRAM cores and their associated
anvil objects.
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Figure 4.2: Ilustration of the segmentation process. Brightness temperatures (curved blue
line) are interpreted as a topographic field. Where basins in this field coincide with tracked
cores from Cb-TRAM, a different colour of water is added to each basin. The water is then

allowed to rise up, following the contours of the topographic field. The image is segmented
at the points where two basins of water meet.

pixels associated with the core are assigned an identifying number. These numbers
can be considered to correspond to different colours of water. Each basin containing

a core is initialised with coloured water (Fig. 4.2). Any minima which are not

collocated with a core are ignored.

The water in these basins is then allowed to rise, following the topography of the
brightness temperature field (Fig. 4.2). As the water rises, basins with different
coloured water will begin to merge. The image is then segmented where the basins

of coloured water merge.

This allows the brightness temperature field in Fig. 4.1c to be divided up among
the cores, with divisions following the gradient of the rate of change of brightness
temperatures (Fig. 4.1e). Any area of cold cloud which is not connected to a Cb-
TRAM core is discarded. These pixels are likely to be cirrus cloud, or regions of
anvil outflow which have detached from a previously existing region of convective

updraft and are not tracked in this study.

The watershedding process therefore identifies regions of cold cloud associated with
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each of the stage three cores tracked by Cb-TRAM. These regions will be referred

to in this section as ‘anvils’.

Cb-TRAM was used in combination with the watershedding technique described
above to track convective ‘cores’ and ‘anvils’ across sub-Saharan Africa for the
months of March, June, September and December 2007. The year 2007 was chosen
in order to allow a comparison with the results presented in Section 3. The individ-
ual months were chosen in order to both generate a dataset large enough to allow
the study of convective cloud properties across different seasons and to minimise the

amount of missing data in the SEVIRI’s 10.8 um brightness temperature dataset.

4.3 Results

4.3.1 Overview of tracked cloud dataset

During the months of March, June, September and December 2007, Cb-TRAM
tracked 2,016,325 convective cloud cores over sub-Saharan Africa. This study will
focus on convection over land and so only the 1,176,116 cores which pass over land
at some point during their lifetime are included in this study. 213,794 of these cores
were assigned an anvil by the watershedding process described above. Figure 4.3
shows the number of cores and anvils tracked in each month. Note that the number
of anvils is equal to the number of cores which, at some point during their lifetime,
are designated as stage three cores by the Cb-TRAM tracking algorithm. Those
cores that do not reach this development stage are not assigned an anvil by the

watershedding process, as described above.

The location of all tracked cores in each month is shown in Fig. 4.4. These maps
show a similar pattern to that seen in Fig. 3.1, giving an overview of the seasonal

changes in convective activity, driven largely by changes in the location of the ITCZ
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(Yang and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009).

While the trail of cores stretching north from Madagascar in June and September
(Fig. 4.4) corresponds with the prevailing winds in the region (Fig. 2.5), the straight-
edged band of cores seen in December and to a lesser extent in March (Fig. 4.4)
is likely a retrieval artefact. This feature, composed of a relatively small number
of cores, may be the result of an issue with the Cb-TRAM tracking algorithm, or
the use of a relatively coarse grid to mask out those cores which do not pass over
land at some point in their lifetime. These cores are a small fraction of the dataset
presented here, but it should be noted that the spatial distribution of cores in this

region in March and December may be subject to retrieval artefacts.

It should be noted that this map shows the number of individual convective cloud
cores resolved by the Cb-TRAM tracker. Areas with fewer convective cloud cores
may therefore experience very intense convective events, due to the presence of a few,

very large convective clouds, while those with many convective cores may experience
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Figure 4.3: The total number of cores tracked by Cb-TRAM and the total number of anvils
produced by the watershedding process, for individual months in 2007.
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a large number of smaller, more isolated convective events. Alternatively, areas with
many convective cloud cores may indicate the presence of large convective cloud

systems with many embedded convective cores.

Figure 4.5 shows the distribution of times for which Cb-TRAM was able to track
cloud cores. It can be seen that the majority of cores were detected, and therefore
tracked, for periods of less than an hour, with the number of tracked cores falling off
rapidly with increasing lifetimes. As clouds with longer lifetimes are likely to display
different features to the majority of short-lived clouds, and as longer lived clouds

can be expected to contribute significantly to observed mean cloud properties across
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Figure 4.4: Maps showing the location of all convective cores detected by Cb-TRAM during
individual months of 2007. Cores are included in this plot for each timestep at which they
are detected.
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sub-Saharan Africa, the following analysis will be broken down by cloud lifetime.
It is however important to note that, as discussed in Section 2.2.4 cloud cores are
considered to initiate when one core splits and to dissipate when multiple cores

merge.

Where appropriate, results in this study will be divided by total cloud lifetime and
by season. For clarity, table 4.1 shows the number of cores tracked in each month,
as well as how many of these cores fall into each of the four lifetime categories used.
As shown in Fig. 4.5, it can be seen that the majority of the cores were tracked for

periods of time less than three hours.

In Section 4.3.2, the combined datasets of tracked convective cloud cores and anvils,
will be used to quantify the horizontal and vertical development of convective cloud

across sub-Saharan Africa.
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Figure 4.5: Distributions of the time for which each core in the Cb-TRAM dataset was
tracked during individual months of 2007.
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Core Lifetime | March June | September | December
All | 355,722 | 225,580 274,036 320,778

< 3 hours | 350,005 | 219,560 265,111 313218
3-6 hours 4,702 4,909 7,201 6,492

6-9 hours 830 856 1,367 861

> 9 hours 185 255 357 207

Table 4.1: The total number of cores tracked by Cb-TRAM. Figures are given for individual
months in 2007 and for each of the four core-lifetime categories referred to in this study.

4.3.2 Convective cloud morphology

This section aims to quantify the evolution of the morphology of convective cloud
cores and anvils over the convective lifecycle. Plots in this section are shown for dif-
ferent total cloud lifetimes and for individual months where appropriate. Although
these breakdowns are not shown in cases where there is little variability between
clouds with different lifetimes, or during different seasons. As shown in Table 4.1,
it is important to note that the vast majority of tracked cores persist for less than

three hours.

Convective clouds which persist for longer periods of time have a larger horizontal
core (Fig. 4.6a) and anvil (Fig. 4.6b) areas. This may be due to local environmental
factors limiting the growth, and hence lifetime, of small convective systems, as well
as due to the presence of larger organised convective systems, in which individual
convective updrafts may not be resolved by SEVIRI and the Cb-TRAM algorithm.
Due to the very large number of short-lived clouds in this dataset, smaller, shorter-
lived clouds contribute significantly to the total area covered by convective cloud

cores (Fig. 4.6a) and, to a lesser extent to the total anvil area (Fig. 4.6b).

Convective cloud cores which persist for between zero and three hours are also
warmer than those that persist for more than three hours, with the distribution
of observed minimum core CTT peaking at around 235 K (Fig. 4.7). Longer-

lived cores have colder CTTs and are most commonly observed to have minimum

CTT of around 210 K. Although these temperatures do not continue to fall with
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Figure 4.6: Distribution of horizontal core and anvil areas over land in sub-Saharan Africa
during the combined months of March, June, September and December 2007. Distributions
are shown separately for all tracked clouds, as well as for clouds which live for different
periods of time.

cloud lifetime, as developing cores quickly reach the tropopause and stop developing

vertically.

There is very little seasonal variation in the overall distributions of detected mini-
mum core CTTs, or horizontal core and anvil areas. Figs. 4.7 and 4.6 therefore show
distributions for the combined months of March, June, September and December

2007.

Monthly mean maps of the spatial distribution of horizontal core and anvil ar-
eas show mean core areas as large as 500 km? (Fig. 4.8) and anvils as large as
100,000 km? (Fig. 4.9). Larger cores with a mean horizontal area of around 350 km?
are also seen in central Africa during March, with the largest cores observed in the
Sahel and West Africa in June and September and southern Africa in December
(Fig. 4.8). Larger anvils are concentrated in central Africa in March, in the Sahel

in June and over Madagascar in December (Fig. 4.9).

Due to the fact that individual anvil objects have been defined for each resolvable
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stage three cloud core, the anvil areas shown in Fig. 4.9 are smaller than the anvil
areas reported in studies which define an anvil to be an area of cloud where the
outgoing longwave radiation is below a certain threshold. In this study each anvil
is associated, by definition, with a single convective core. Anvils defined using
an outgoing longwave radiation threshold often have multiple embedded convective

cores.

The spatial distribution of large convective cloud cores (Fig. 4.8) and anvils (Fig.
4.9) follows the broad seasonal patterns of the ITCZ and hence the large-scale move-
ment of intense convection discussed in Section 3.3.1. This same seasonal pattern of
convection is also seen in the monthly mean maps showing the spatial distribution of
minimum core CTT (Fig. 4.10). The coldest cores, with mean minimum core CTTs
of around 210 K, are concentrated in central Africa during March and December,

while the warmest cores, with mean CT'Ts above 250 K are concentrated in West
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Figure 4.7: Distribution of minimum core cloud top temperatures over land in sub-Saharan
Africa during the combined months of March, June, September and December 2007. Dis-
tributions are shown separately for all tracked cores, as well as for cores which live for
different periods of time.
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Figure 4.8: Seasonal and spatial distribution of mean core area (defined as the mean area
of all cores whose centre of mass falls within a grid box) across sub-Saharan Africa during
2007. Values are shown for regions where at least 100 cores were detected during the month
plotted.

Africa during March and in southern Africa in all seasons, but particularly during

June (Fig. 4.10).

A clear diurnal cycle in the number of convective cloud cores detected by Ch-TRAM
is observed (Fig. 4.11). There are two peaks in the number of detected cores, the
first between 05:00 and 07:00 LST and the second between 15:00 and 18:00 LST.
While the broad shape of the diurnal cycle is the same for short and long-lived

convective clouds, it is notable that the earlier peak in the number of cloud cores
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Figure 4.9: Seasonal and spatial distribution of mean anvil area (defined as the mean area
of all anvils whose centre of mass falls within a grid box) across sub-Saharan Africa during
2007. Values are shown for regions where at least 10 anvils were detected during the month
plotted.

becomes less distinct as total cloud lifetime increases. In addition, the timing of
the peaks shifts to later in the day for longer-lived convective clouds (Fig. 4.11).
The magnitude of the diurnal cycle is also greater for longer lived clouds, indicating
that shorter-lived clouds are more likely to be present at all times of day, while the

presence of long-lived clouds is more strongly correlated with diurnal variability in

solar insolation.

Monthly mean diurnal cycles of horizontal core and anvil areas show distinct seasonal
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changes (Fig. 4.12), with the strongest magnitude seen in March and the weakest
in December. The diurnal cycle in core area shows a clear bimodal distribution for
longer-lived cores, although there is little diurnal cycle in core area for clouds living
for less than three hours. This bimodal distribution peaks at around 05:00 LST and
again at around 18:00 LST. Although the peaks are much stronger in March and
weaker in December, likely due to the fact that many more individual convective
cores are identified by Cb-TRAM in central Africa in December than in March (Fig.

4.4). The late afternoon peak likely corresponds to the growth of convective cloud
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Figure 4.10: Seasonal and spatial distribution of minimum core CTT (defined as the mean
minimum CTT of all cores whose centre of mass falls within a grid box) across sub-Saharan
Africa during 2007. Values are shown for regions where at least 100 cores were detected
during the month plotted.
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initiated by strong solar insolation in the early afternoon, while the morning peak
in core area may be caused by the destabilising effects of overnight radiative cooling

of the atmosphere.

The diurnal cycle for convective cloud anvils shows that the horizontal area peaks
overnight (Fig. 4.12). While there is a clear bimodal distribution in the diurnal cycle
of core area, anvils seem to be initiated in the afternoon and persist throughout the
day. There is less seasonal variation than for the area of the convective cloud cores,
although there is a peak in longer-lived cloud anvils at around 10:00 LST in all

months. This peak is particularly sharp in March.

Both core and anvil areas show a strong increase in both the average object area

and in the magnitude of the diurnal cycle for longer-lived clouds.

The clear fall in cloud core area around noon (Fig. 4.12) is not reflected in the diurnal
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Figure 4.11: Diurnal cycle of the number of convective cloud cores detected by Cb-TRAM
over land in sub-Saharan Africa during the combined months of March, June, September
and December 2007. The diurnal cycle is shown separately for all tracked cores, as well as
for cores which live for different periods of time.
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cycle of the number of cloud cores (Fig. 4.11), as Fig. 4.12 shows the average core

area per cloud core, rather than total core area over sub-Saharan Africa.

While Figure 4.12 shows the diurnal cycle in the area of individual anvil objects,
it is also interesting to look at the diurnal cycle of the total anvil coverage, as it is
the total amount of anvil cloud which will largely determine the radiative impact
of convective cloud. While individual, long-lived clouds have been shown to have
a larger anvil area, Fig. 4.13 shows that the majority of the anvil coverage comes
from shorter-lived convective cloud objects. For all months, there are clear minima

in the total anvil area at around 11:00 LST and clear maxima at around 18:00 LST,
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Figure 4.12: Diurnal cycle of the mean convective cloud core area per core (solid lines)
and mean anvil cloud area per anvil (dashed lines) over land in sub-Saharan Africa during
2007. Diurnal cycles are shown separately for all tracked cores and anvils, as well as for
cores and anvils which live for different periods of time.
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Figure 4.13: Monthly mean diurnal cycles of the total anvil area over land in sub-Saharan
Africa during 2007. Diurnal cycles are shown separately for all tracked cores, as well as
for cores which live for different periods of time.

although the time of maximum coverage occurs later in the day for longer-lived

anvils, with the latest peak occurring at around 20:00 LST (Fig. 4.13).

The diurnal cycle of minimum convective core CTT shows the warmest CTTs oc-
curring between 10:00 LST for shorter-lived clouds and 11:00 LST for longer-lived
clouds (Fig. 4.14). The coldest CTTs are observed between 16:00 LST for the

longest-lived clouds and 19:00 LST for the shortest-lived clouds. These observations
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Figure 4.14: Mean diurnal cycle of the minimum convective core CTT over land in sub-
Saharan Africa during the combined months of March, June, September and December
2007. Diurnal cycles are shown separately for all tracked cores, as well as for cores which
live for different periods of time.

are in agreement with the timing of the seasonal mean phase of the diurnal cycle in

CTT shown in Fig. 3.12.

There is a morning peak in the number of cores, at around 06:00 LST (Fig. 4.11),
and a minimum in the CTT of convective cloud over central Africa from the CLAAS-
2 product, at around 09:00 LST (Fig. 3.14). However, there is no clear morning
minimum in the CTT for the majority of cloud cores across sub-Saharan Africa in

Fig. 4.14.

There is however, a clear afternoon peak in all three figures. Cloud number peaks
at around 15:00 LST (Fig. 4.11), with the minimum tracked core CTT appearing
at 18:00 LST (Fig. 4.14) and the minimum in CLAAS-2 CTT over central Africa
observed at 20:00 LST (Fig. 3.14).

One of the advantages of the Ch-TRAM tracking algorithm is that it allows monthly



mean lifecycles of convective cloud cores and anvils to be observed. Core areas
grow throughout the first half of the convective cloud lifecycle, before shrinking
again (Fig. 4.15), while anvil areas generally grow throughout the lifetime of the
convective cloud (Fig. 4.16. Convective cloud core areas appear to grow at a faster
rate for longer-lived clouds (Fig. 4.15), although the same is not true of anvil areas,

which appear to grow at a similar rate regardless of total cloud lifetime (Fig. 4.15).

One possible explanation for the shrinking in core area in the second half of the
cloud lifecycle is the consumption of convective available potential energy in the
immediate environment of the cloud, cutting off the supply of energy to further

convective updrafts.

Figures 4.15 and 4.16 imply that longer-lived cores have larger horizontal core and
anvil areas at their point of initiation. Although for both cores and anvils, while
initial mean core area increases, the standard deviation is also large for longer lived
convective clouds. As discussed in Section 2.2.4, this may in fact be due to the fact
that new convective cloud objects splitting off from existing structures are considered

to be newly initiated cloud objects at that point in time.

Following the lifecycle of observed convective core areas, the lifecycle of minimum
core CTTs shows a cooling trend for approximately the first half of the cloud life-
time, followed by warming (Fig. 4.17). While the rate of change of CTT does not
differ significantly between short and long-lived cores, longer-lived cores have colder
minimum CTTs throughout their lifecycle, with cores that live less than three hours
showing a mean CTT of around 230 K at the beginning of their lifetime, decreas-
ing to around 215 K after three hours, and cores that live longer than three hours
showing an initial CTT of around 210 K and decreasing to between 205 K for cores
that persist for up to 6 hours and 195 K for cores that persist for more than 9 hours
(Fig. 4.17). Although it should be remembered that, as shown in Table 4.1, only a

small number of cloud cores persist for more than 9 hours.
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Figure 4.15: Monthly mean lifecycles of convective cloud core areas and associated standard
deviations. Lifecycles are calculated over land in sub-Saharan Africa during 2007 and are
shown separately for all tracked cores, as well as for cores which live for different periods
of time.

As discussed in Section 2.2.4, this may in fact be due to the fact that new convec-
tive cloud objects splitting off from existing structures are considered to be newly
initiated cloud objects at that point in time. These newly initiated objects would

be expected to have a colder initial C'TT than a new convective cloud core initiated

independently.
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Figure 4.16: Monthly mean lifecycles of convective cloud anvil areas and associated stan-
dard deviations. Lifecycles are calculated over land in sub-Saharan Africa during 2007 and
are shown separately for all tracked anvils, as well as for anvils which live for different
periods of time.

4.3.3 Convective cloud lifetimes

This section will quantify the lifetime of convective cloud cores tracked by the Cb-
TRAM algorithm. Plots in this section are divided by both total cloud lifetime and
by month where appropriate. Although these breakdowns are not shown in cases
where there is little lifetime, or seasonal-based variability in the variable shown.
When considering differences in plots divided by cloud lifetime, it is important to
note that, as shown in Table 4.1, the vast majority of tracked cores persist for less

than three hours.
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Figure 4.17: Mean lifecycle of minimum core CTT and associated standard deviations.
Lifecycles are calculated over land in sub-Saharan Africa during the combined months of
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The diurnal cycle of convective cloud initiation shows a bimodal peak in initiation
times with peaks at around 18:00 LST and a smaller, early morning peak in initia-

tion, which occurs earlier at around 04:00 LST for cloud which lives for three hours

or less, and later, at between 06:00 and 09:00 LST for longer-lived cloud (Fig. 4.18).

The afternoon peak in initiation times is sharpest for clouds tracked in March and
September, with the broadest distribution of initiation times observed in December

(Fig. 4.18).

As the majority of clouds are very short lived (Fig. 4.5), the distribution of dissi-
pation times looks very similar to the distribution of initiation times. For clouds
which live for more than three hours, the peak times of dissipation occur at around
08:00 and 20:00 LST for clouds that live three to six hours, at around 11:00 and
02:00 LST for clouds that live six to nine hours and at around 16:00 and 02:00 LST

for clouds that live more than nine hours (fig. 4.18).
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The diurnal cycle of convective cloud initiation (Fig. 4.18) also looks similar to the
diurnal cycle in the number of tracked cloud cores (Fig. 4.11). Both show a bimodal
distribution with peaks in the early morning, at around 06:00 LST for the number
of cores detected by the tracking algorithm and between 05:00 and 09:00 LST for
the number of cores initiated at each timestep. The larger peak is in the afternoon,
at between 15:00 and 17:00 LST for both the number of cores detected (Fig. 4.11)
and the number of cores initiated (Fig. 4.18) at each timestep. However, Fig. 4.18

has sharper peaks than Fig. 4.11, indicating the persistence of cores after their
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Figure 4.18: Distribution of initiation (solid lines) and dissipation (dashed lines) times for
convective clouds in sub-Saharan Africa during 2007. Distributions are shown separately
for all tracked cores, as well as for cores which live for different periods of time.
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Seasonal mean maps of the mean time of convective cloud initiation, and hence
mean time of dissipation (Fig. 4.5), show that the most common time for the
initiation of convective cloud is between 12:00 and 14:00 LST (Fig. 4.19). This
is particularly true in March. However, the mean time of initiation occurs earlier,
at around 10:00 LST in the region of West Africa. This is true in all months,
but particularly in December (Fig 4.19). In all seasons there are regions of later
convective initiation in southern and north-eastern Africa, as well as over parts of
Madagascar (Fig 4.19). In all seasons, convection initiates at around 10:00 LST over

Lake Victoria (Fig 4.19).

As discussed in Section 2.2.4 it should be remembered that the definitions of initia-
tion and dissipation of convection in this dataset include the merging and splitting

of convective cloud cores.
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Figure 4.19: Seasonal maps of the mean time of initiation of convective cloud objects
tracked by Cb-TRAM over land in sub-Saharan Africa during 2007.
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4.4 Conclusions

This chapter examined the lifecycle of convective clouds in a Lagrangian framework,
by individually tracking convective cloud cores and anvils. While the majority of
previous studies are based on static datasets, or limited to a small area, or period
of time, new convection-tracking tools, using the high time-resolution data available
from SEVIRI make it possible to study the lifecycle of individual convective cloud

objects.

Clouds were tracked across continental sub-Saharan Africa at 15 minute intervals,
during the months of March, June, September and December 2007. The cloud
tracking algorithm Cb-TRAM was used to detect and track convective cloud ‘cores’,
where cores are defined as regions of contiguous convective updraft (Sect. 4.2).
A watershedding algorithm was used in combination with information from the
Cb-TRAM cloud tracker, a cloud mask from the CLAAS-2 cloud product and a
brightness temperature threshold to detect ‘anvils’. Anvils are therefore defined as
regions of cloud colder than 260 K and associated with one of the stage three cores

tracked by Cb-TRAM (Sect. 4.2).

The resulting dataset contains over one million tracked cloud cores and over 200,000
anvils. The distributions, diurnal cycles, lifecycles and spatial and seasonal cycles of
a number of properties, including the number of detected convective cloud objects,
horizontal core and anvil area, cloud top temperature, time of convective cloud ini-
tiation and dissipation and the time over which clouds were tracked, were quantified

for this dataset.

The majority of clouds were tracked for periods of less than an hour, likely cor-
responding to single celled convective clouds (Galvin 2015), with a small fraction
persisting for several days, likely corresponding to MCSs (Houze 2004). As found

in previous studies (Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010), very few clouds were tracked
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for periods longer than 9 hours. Although it should be noted that these lifetimes
are reflective only of the time for which Cb-TRAM was able to detect and therefore
track regions of convective updraft and that convective clouds, particularly regions
of anvil, may persist beyond the point detected in this dataset. Due to the short
time for which the majority of the convective clouds were tracked and the fact that
longer lived clouds are expected to have different properties, the analysis presented
in this chapter was shown for clouds living 0-3 hours, 3-6 hours, 6-9 hours and more

than 9 hours.

Horizontal core and anvil areas were shown to increase with longer cloud lifetimes,
while minimum core CTT was shown to decrease with cloud lifetime. Previous
studies have shown that the rate of area expansion of convective clouds is a strong

indication of the expected lifetime of a convective system (Tadesse and Anagnostou

2010).

The diurnal cycle in convective activity was shown to have both a morning and an
evening peak. In the morning, there is a small peak in the number of convective
cores initiated between 04:00 and 09:00 LST. The number of detected cores peaks at
around 06:00 LST, while mean core area per core peaks at around 05:00 LST. In the
afternoon, there is a sharp peak in the number of initiating cores around 18:00 LST,
although the total number of detected cores peaks at around 15:00 LST with both

the horizontal core area and minimum core CTT observed at around 18:00 LST.

While many previous studies have shown a late afternoon peak in convective activity
(Yang and Slingo 2001; Liu and Zipser 2005; Zipser et al. 2006; Schroder et al. 2009)
over land, and an early morning peak over ocean, these studies have not generally
observed the early morning peak in convective activity quantified in this study. Al-
though a study of tracked convective cloud objects during the Tropical Composition,
Clouds and Climate Coupling Experiment observed a similar secondary maxima in
overshooting cloud tops in coastal land regions (Bedka et al. 2010). The observed

peak may be related nighttime radiative cooling, with cooling at the cloud top and
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warming at cloud base creating instability and hence invigorating convection. It
could also be related to the invigoration of convection formed over coastal land re-
gions, due to an early morning land-sea breeze effect (Desbois et al. 1988), or due

to the presence of MCSs persisting throughout the night (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003).

In agreement with previous studies (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003; Schroder et al. 2009),
mean anvil area per cloud object is shown to begin growing in the early afternoon,

peaking overnight, while the total anvil coverage reaches a minimum at around

11:00 LST, peaking at around 18:00 LST.

It was shown that the seasonal and spatial patterns of the number of tracked cloud
cores mirrors that of the mean CLAAS-2 CTT retrieval shown in Fig. 3.1 across
sub-Saharan Africa. These patterns are likely due to the seasonal migration of the
ITCZ and hence the intensity of convective activity (Waliser and Gautier 1993; Yang
and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009).

In the Sahel region, the number of detected cloud cores is highest in June and
September, while the largest core and anvil areas, as well as the coldest core CTTs
are seen in March. Convective clouds are initiated earlier in the day, at around
10:00 LST to the west of this region, with initiation occurring later, at around
14:00 LST to the east. There is a strong seasonal change in mean time of convective

initiation, with earlier initiation times becoming more common later in the year.

Previous studies (Liu and Zipser 2005; Zipser et al. 2006; Peng et al. 2014) have
shown a high incidence of intense convection in equatorial Africa. In central Africa,
the number of cores detected is highest in September and December, although there
is a lot of convective activity observed during all four months. Core and anvil areas,
as well as core CTTs peak in March. The mean time of initiation of convection occurs
in the afternoon at around 15:00 LST in March, with the mean time of initiation

becoming earlier throughout the year.
In all seasons, convection initiates in the morning over Lake Victoria. Previous
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studies have suggested that this is due to a land-lake breeze effect, causing warmer
temperatures at the lake surface, with colder overlying air, leading to instability and

convective activity (Desbois et al. 1988; Yin et al. 2000; Schroder et al. 2009).

Convective activity is much less intense in southern Africa throughout the year.
The number of detected cores, as well as mean core and anvil area are highest
in December, but there is relatively little deep convective activity during the rest
of the year. CTTs are relatively warm throughout the year, particularly in the
region of the Namib desert where the warmest CTTs are observed throughout the
year. Convective initiation times occur later in the day, compared to the Sahel and
central Africa. Mean initiation times occur between 15:00 and 17:00 LST in March,
in the morning or late evening in June, around 17:00-18:00 LST in September and

between 15:00 and 17:00 LST in December.

As discussed in Section 2.3.2, the variability of convective lifecycles, including such
properties as time of convective initiation, cloud lifetime and speed of development
are not well characterised on the global scale. While previous studies have quantified
the lifecycle of convection using data from polar-orbiting satellites, or spatially and
temporally limited cloud tracking datasets, this study has attempted to quantify
the properties of tracked convective cloud cores and anvils throughout their lifetime,
across a large area and period of time. These results provide valuable information
about avenues for future development and validation of both convective cloud process

models and convective parameterisations.
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5 Summary and Conclusions

Convective clouds are one of the core building blocks of tropical weather and climate.
They play important roles in large-scale atmospheric circulations, the hydrological
cycle, global energy budget and transport of heat, moisture, momentum, aerosols
and trace gases throughout the troposphere (Grabowski and Petch 2009). Quanti-
fying the temporal and spatial variability of convective cloud is therefore of funda-
mental importance in order to understand and accurately model global weather and

climate systems.

A large number of observational studies have attempted to quantify the diurnal cycle
(Janowiak et al. 1994; Yang and Slingo 2001; Nesbitt and Zipser 2003; Stratton
and Stirling 2012) and lifecycle (Futyan and Del Genio 2007a; Pope et al. 2008;

Bedka et al. 2010; Tadesse and Anagnostou 2010; Bennartz and Schroeder 2012) of

convective cloud.

However, while the broad features of the diurnal cycle and lifecycles of convective
cloud, such as the phase of the diurnal cycle over land and ocean, some aspects of
convective interaction with local geography, and simple models of convective cloud
lifecycles are well understood, the spatial and temporal variability of convective
cloud properties are not well characterised on the global scale, particularly over large
areas of Africa (Washington et al. 2013). Due to the complexity of the processes
involved, general circulation and numerical weather prediction models also struggle

to realistically simulate the spatial and temporal variability of cloud (Yang and
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Slingo 2001; Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Stratton and Stirling
2012). In particular, they fail to capture the diurnal cycle of convection (Yang and
Slingo 2001; Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Stratton and Stirling 2012),
with convection developing too early and rapidly (Guichard et al. 2004; Stratton and
Stirling 2012). On the other hand, CRMs which explicitly resolve convection and
have grid scales of around 1 km or less have been shown to be capable of correctly
simulating the diurnal cycle (Guichard et al. 2004; Grabowski et al. 2006; Sato et al.

2009).

Observations provide insights into these processes and allow us to investigate various
mechanisms by which convective cloud properties can be altered. They also give
valuable information about avenues for the future development and validation of

both convective cloud process models and convective parameterisations.

As spatial scales of convection range from thousands of kilometres for MCS to a few
kilometres for individual convective plumes, while time scales of convective variabil-
ity range from minutes through to seasons, the continuous nature of observations
from geostationary satellites makes them ideal for investigating the temporal and

spatial variability of convection.

This thesis used high temporal resolution data from the geostationary SEVIRI in-
strument to quantify spatial and diurnal variability in CTT retrieval biases, inves-
tigate seasonal and diurnal cycles of CTT and quantify the lifecycle of individually

tracked convective cloud over large areas and periods of time.

5.1 Summary of work presented in previous chap-
ters

Chapter 3 evaluated SEVIRI CTT from the CLAAS-2 dataset against CALIOP

and attempted to quantify spatial and diurnal variability in retrieval biases. The

97



amplitude and phase of the diurnal cycle in CTTs, as observed by SEVIRI, were also
quantified. It was shown that diurnal variations in the retrieval bias are often of the
same order of magnitude as the observed amplitude of the diurnal cycle in CTT.
This indicates that observed diurnal cycles may be artefacts of retrieval bias in some
regions. Areas, including much of the tropics, in which the observed diurnal cycle
was likely to be an artefact of retrieval bias and areas, such as regions of desert,

where there was insufficient data to calculate a diurnal cycle were identified.

In order to calculate retrieval biases, SEVIRI and CALIOP CTT retrievals were
collocated for the whole year of 2007. A 60 minute collocation window and a COD
threshold of 1.0 were used. Scenes containing both single and multi-layer cloud were
included in the analysis. It was shown that mean errors in the SEVIRI retrieval
vary from less than 5 K to more than 30 K across the SEVIRI disc. Mean errors
also vary by up to 30 K between the CALIOP’s daytime and nighttime overpasses.
Despite the large errors in some regions, mean errors across the SEVIRI disc are
observed to be small, at approximately 0.44 K with a standard deviation of 11.7 K.
This highlights the importance of considering both spatial and diurnal variations in

retrieval bias when using the CLAAS-2 dataset.

It was shown that a significant fraction of the biases found in this analysis may be
due to the difference between the radiometric cloud tops observed by SEVIRI and
the physical cloud tops observed by CALIOP. Previous studies indicate that, even
for optically thick clouds, biases of less than 0.5-3.0 km (approximately 3-20 K)

could be explained by this difference (Sect. 2.2.2).

It was also shown that the small negative bias observed over the southeast Atlantic
Ocean is likely to be related to uncertainties introduced into the retrieval by the
use of models to estimate the vertical placement of clouds in the presence of low
level thermal inversions. Under these circumstances, the SEVIRI retrieval generally
places the cloud top above the inversion, while the CALIOP retrieval is based on

direct observations of CTH and therefore not subject to the same uncertainty.
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Further biases identified in Section 3 may be due to retrieval biases included in the
CLAAS-2 SEVIRI dataset, although it was outside of the scope of this study to

identify any such problems.

Keeping these uncertainties in mind, the seasonal, diurnal and spatial variation of
CTT were quantified across the SEVIRI disc. The seasonal mean amplitude and
phase of the diurnal cycle in CTT were calculated and it was shown that SEVIRI is
able to capture a detailed view of the diurnal cycle of convective cloud across several
continents. Observations of the diurnal cycle in CTT are shown to be accurate
in regions of stratiform cloud, where retrieval biases are small and exhibit limited
spatial and temporal variability. These regions include the southeast Atlantic Ocean
and much of Europe. Retrieval biases are more variable over the tropics and desert
regions and it is therefore more difficult to quantify the diurnal cycle in CTT in

these regions.

The relationship between the diurnal cycle of CTT and retrieval biases were ex-
amined in more detail within three regions: the southeast Atlantic Ocean, Sahara
desert and central Africa. In the southeast Atlantic, retrieval biases were shown
to be small enough to detect a persistent diurnal cycle of approximately 5 K. Cold
cloud was observed to peak between 11:00 and 15:00 LST. However, over the Sahara,
the CLAAS-2 dataset was shown to be of limited skill in measuring the diurnal cycle
of CTT. This may be due to limited cloud occurrence in the region and potentially
due to the dominant presence of optically thin clouds in the region. Variability in
the retrieval bias appears to contribute to an excessively large observed amplitude
and a large amount of spatial and seasonal variability in the phase of the diurnal
cycle in CTT over the Sahara. In tropical regions such as central Africa the signal
from a strong observed diurnal cycle appears to be dampened by a relatively large
diurnal variability in retrieval biases. Cold cloud was consistently observed to peak

between 20:00 and 22:00 LST in this area.

This study highlights the importance of considering spatial and diurnal variations
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in retrieval errors when using data from the CLAAS-2 CTT retrieval. However, ob-
servations from passive imagers in geostationary orbit provide valuable observations
of the spatial and temporal variability of cloud on scales which are not observed by
polar-orbiting satellites. The results presented in this study should therefore be seen
as guidance for the observation and modelling communities when using cloud top
property retrievals from SEVIRI. Particularly those studies considering the diurnal

cycle of cloud top properties.

While the majority of previous studies of the lifecycle of convective clouds are based
on static datasets, or limited to a small area, or period of time, new convection-
tracking tools, using the high time-resolution data available from SEVIRI make it
possible to study the lifecycle of individual convective cloud objects. Chapter 4
examined the lifecycle of convective clouds in a Lagrangian framework, by individ-
ually tracking convective cloud cores and anvils. The distributions, diurnal cycles,

lifecycles and spatial and seasonal cycles of a number of properties were quantified.

Clouds were tracked across continental sub-Saharan Africa at 15 minute intervals,
during the months of March, June, September and December 2007. The cloud
tracking algorithm Cb-TRAM was used to detect and track convective cloud ‘cores’,
where cores were defined as regions of contiguous convective updraft (Sect. 4.2).
A watershedding algorithm was used in combination with information from the
Cb-TRAM cloud tracker, a cloud mask from the CLAAS-2 cloud product and a
brightness temperature threshold to detect ‘anvils’. Anvils were therefore defined
as regions of cold cloud associated with each of the stage three cores tracked by
Cb-TRAM (Sect. 4.2). The resulting dataset contained over 1 million tracked cloud

cores and over 200,000 anvils.

The majority of clouds were tracked for periods of less than an hour, likely cor-
responding to single celled convective clouds (Galvin 2015), with a small fraction

persisting for up to a day, likely corresponding to MCSs (Houze 2004).
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It was shown that the seasonal and spatial patterns of the number of tracked cloud
cores mirrors those of the mean CLAAS-2 CTT retrieval shown in Fig. 3.1 across
sub-Saharan Africa. These patterns are likely due to the seasonal migration of the
ITCZ and hence the intensity of convective activity (Waliser and Gautier 1993; Yang
and Slingo 2001; Schroder et al. 2009).

The diurnal cycle in convection was shown two have two peaks, in the morning and
evening. In the morning, the mean core area per cloud core reaches a maximum
at around 05:00 LST, while the number of cores initiated peaks between 04:00 and
09:00 LST, with the total number of cores detected peaking at around 06:00 LST. In
the evening, the number of cores detected reaches a maximum at around 15:00 LST,
with the number of initiating cores, as well as mean core and anvil area per cloud

object, peaking at 18:00 LST.

As observed by previous studies (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003; Schroder et al. 2009),
mean anvil area per cloud object begins growing in the early afternoon, peaking

overnight. Total anvil coverage reaches a minimum at around 11:00 LST and peaks

at around 18:00 LST.

These results are in agreement with previous studies which have observed a late
afternoon peak in convection over land (Yang and Slingo 2001; Liu and Zipser 2005;
Zipser et al. 2006; Schroder et al. 2009) and an early morning peak over the ocean.
However, the early morning peak in convective activity quantified in this study
has not generally been observed by previous studies. This peak may be related to
nighttime radiative cooling, the invigoration of convection by land-sea breezes in
coastal regions (Desbois et al. 1988), or the presence of MCSs which persist through
the night (Nesbitt and Zipser 2003).

As discussed in Section 2.3.2, the variability of convective lifecycles, including such
properties as time of convective initiation, cloud lifetime and speed of development

have not been well characterised. While previous studies have quantified the lifecycle
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of convection using data from polar-orbiting satellites, or spatially and temporally
limited cloud tracking datasets, this study has quantified the properties of tracked
convective cloud cores and anvils throughout their lifetime, across a large area and
period of time. These results provide valuable information about avenues for future
development and validation of both convective cloud process models and convective

parameterisations.

5.2 Recommendations for future work

The work presented in Section 4 measures the lifetime and the horizontal and vertical
extent of deep convection. While an individual long-lived convective cloud would be
expected to have a larger radiative impact than a short-lived cloud, it was observed
that short-lived convective events far outnumber those which persist for several
hours. This dataset could therefore be used to compare the impacts of short and

long-lived convection on the global energy budget.

The effect of aerosols on convection remains a significant source of uncertainty. A
number of potential mechanisms by which aerosols can interact with convective
cloud have been suggested and correlations between satellite retrievals of aerosol
and cloud properties observed (Twomey 1977; Andreae et al. 2004; Albrecht 1989;
Rosenfeld et al. 2008; Pincus and Baker 1994). However, recent studies suggest a
significant proportion of this correlation may be due to meteorological co-variation

(Grandey et al. 2013; Quaas et al. 2010).

High time-resolution data from geostationary satellites, including MSG and the more
advanced Himawari-8 and Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite - R
series (GOES-R) satellites provide an opportunity to examine the effects of aerosols
and meteorology on convection. Himawari-8 is located over east Asia and the western
Pacific. It carries the Advanced Himawari Imager, which has 16 channels with

spatial resolutions ranging from 0.5-2 km and a temporal resolution of 10 minutes,
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as well as a rapid-scan resolution of 2.5 minutes. The GOES-R series of satellites
will cover North and South America, as well as large parts of the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. They will carry the Advanced Baseline Imager, with 16 channels,
spatial resolutions ranging from 0.5 to 2 km and temporal resolutions of 30 seconds,
for a 1000 by 1000 km box, 5 minutes over the continental United States and 15
minutes over the full disc. While data from MSG is useful for studying convection
and aerosol-convection interactions, the higher resolution and availability of new
channels of the new generation of geostationary satellites will provide opportunities
for new approaches to the study of convective cloud properties. In particular, data
from GOES-R may prove interesting, due to its position over the Amazon, a region
with intense convective activity, high amounts of aerosol and frequent observational

campaigns.

By combining these high time-resolution datasets with cloud tracking software,
aerosol effects throughout the lifecycle of individual convective clouds could be ex-
amined. Cloud tracks could be used to sample data from geostationary observations
of aerosol properties, as well as polar-orbiter observations of aerosol optical depth
from MODIS, TRMM and Global Precipitation Measurement (GPM) precipitation
products and European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (ECMWF)
reanalysis datasets. By sampling data throughout the convective cloud lifecycle,
it could be possible to disentangle some aspects of aerosol convection interactions
from meteorological co-variation of aerosol and cloud properties. Both the Amazon
and the Congo Basin, where both intense convective activity and a large amount of
biomass burning aerosol have been observed could present particularly interesting

case studies.

Models fail to capture many of the properties of convective cloud variability quanti-
fied in this thesis. While the focus of this work is placed on observational analysis,
rather than model validation, the weakness of model representations of convection,

and the need for observational studies against which to validate model predictions
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are a key motivation for this thesis. Lifecycle based analysis of convective cloud
properties provide new data against which to test both convective cloud process

models and convective parameterisations.

There is a particular lack of observations of convective cloud properties over vast re-
gions of the African continent. The results presented in this thesis can provide useful
information for the convection modelling community, particularly those focusing on

improving the representation of convection over Africa.
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