S3 Additional characteristics of previously excluded studies
	Study ID
	Country
	Funding
	Declarations of interest
	Random sequence generation
	Allocation concealment
	Blinding of outcome measure
	Attrition


	
	
	
	
	Judgement
	Support for judgement
	Judgement
	Support for judgement
	Judgement
	Support for judgement
	Judgement
	Support for judgement

	Ashraf 2009
	Denmark
	"The study was funded by a governmental grant."
	"PT serves on advisory boards for Pfizer, Sanofi Aventis and GSK and has been a speaker at events sponsored by the same companies regarding smoking cessation treatments. MD serves on advisory boards for Pfizer and GSK and has been a speaker at events sponsored by the same companies regarding smoking cessation treatments."
	Low
	Quote: "Participants were randomised by a computer program (random permuted blocks of 10 participants)"
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition similar between study arms (however, follow-up numbers included recruited former smokers; follow-up numbers for recruited smokers not separately reported).

	Bakkevig 2000
	Norway
	"The study was supported by the Norwegian Medical Association, administered through the Quality Guarantee Fund, the County Medical Administration of Vestfold, CIBA-Geigy Norway, the Norwegian Cancer Society and the Norwegian National Health Association."
	Not reported
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	High
	Very high rate of attrition, and attrition rates differed between study arms

	Bock 2012
	USA
	"This study was funded by a grant from the National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM) to Dr. Bock (AT003669)."
	"No competing financial interests exist for any of the authors."
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Unclear
	Attrition rates not reported

	Calabro 2011
	USA
	"NIH/NCI R01 CA69425."
	"Authors of the paper do not have a direct financial relation with NicAlert or any other study-related commercial interests."
	Low
	Quote: "The simple randomization sequence was generated by a statistical software package."
	Unclear
	not reported
	Unclear
	Abstinence biochemically validated in 58% of abstinent participants, but self-reported abstinence rates used in results
	High
	Attrition rate of 46%, and substantial difference in attrition between study arms

	Dallery 2013
	USA
	"The research and preparation of this paper were supported by National Institutes of Health Grants P30DA029926 and R01DA019580."
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Unclear
	Attrition rates not reported

	Hall 2011[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Also judged at high risk of other bias: results data extracted from plot with software – percentages applied to completers as denominator (actual denominator not reported).] 

	USA
	"This study was supported by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (awards R01 DA02538, K05 DA016752, K23 DA018691, and P50 DA09253)."
	Not reported
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition did not differ substantially between study arms

	Linke 2012
	USA
	Not reported
	Not reported
	Low
	Participants randomized by coin toss
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence not biochemically validated, but same amount of face-to-face contact in each study group
	Low
	Attrition rates similar between study arms

	Marks 2002[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Also judged to be at unclear risk of other bias: intervention arm advised that they could use nicotine replacement therapy as an adjunct, but this was not provided.] 

	UK
	Not reported
	Not reported
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition was similar between study arms

	McClure 2009
	USA
	"This study was supported by the National Cancer Institute (R01 CA100341) and Group Health."
	"The authors have no financial conflicts of interest or other competing interests to disclose."
	Low
	Quote: "Eligible smokers were randomized to treatment using an automated randomization algorithm"
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence not biochemically validated, but contact identical between study arms
	Low
	Attrition similar between study arms

	Reitzel 2011
	USA
	"The manuscript was supported by grants from the National Institute of Drug Abuse (R29DA11194 to D.W. Wetter) and the NIH through The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center Support Grant (CA016672)."
	"No potential conflicts of interest were disclosed."
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Unclear
	Attrition rates not reported

	Russell 1979
	UK
	"Financial support was provided by the Department of Health and Social Security and the Medical Research Council."
	Not reported
	High
	Quote: "eligible patients were assigned according to their day of attendance, those attending on a certain day being allocated to the same group."
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Only 23 participants had their abstinence biochemically validated, but amounts of contact differed minimally between study arms
	Low
	Attrition rates were similar between study arms

	Secades-Villa 2009 
	Spain
	"This study was supported by research grant no. MB-02-506-2 from the University of Oviedo (Spain)."
	Not reported
	Unclear
	Stated randomised, but method of randomisation not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence was biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition rates were very low (98.8% of participants found at 12 months follow-up)

	Stanczyk 2016 
	Netherlands
	"This work was supported by ZonMw, the Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development (grant number: 20011007)."
	"Hein de Vries is scientific director of Vision2-Health, a company that licenses evidence based computer-tailored health communication tools."
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition rates similar between study arms

	Virtanen 2015
	Sweden
	"The work of Maria R. Galanti, Suvi Virtanen and Izla Rohyo was supported by grant awarded by the National Board of Health and Welfare (contract grant nr. 2.4-43860/2011). The work of Zangin Zeebari was due as part of his employment at the Centre for Epidemiology and Community Medicine, Stockholm County Council. The funding agencies had no role in study design; collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; writing the report; and the decision to submit the report for publication."
	"The authors declare that there are no conflicts of interest. No financial disclosures were reported by the authors of this paper."
	Low
	Participants randomised using a computer-generated random sequence
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence not biochemically validated, but contact similar between study arms
	Low
	Attrition similar between study arms

	Wang 2017b
	China
	"The Quit-To-Win Contest is funded by the Hong Kong Council on Smoking and Health."
	"None reported"
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition rates similar between study arms

	Wilson 1988
	Canada
	"This study was supported by grant ROI CA38334 from the National Institutes of Health."
	Not reported
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but method not reported
	Unclear
	Not reported
	Low
	Abstinence was biochemically validated
	Low
	Attrition was very low (4.5%)

	Wittchen 2011
	Germany
	"ASAT is sponsored by a federal grant of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (01EB 0440 ‐ 0441, 01EB 0142). During the preparatory phase of the study, we received further support of GlaxoSmithKline GmbH & Co. KG (Munich), GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Health Care GmbH & Co KG (Buehl) and Pharmacia GmbH (Erlangen). They provided the mandatory treatment manuals for use of their products."
	"All authors declare that they do not have any competing interests."
	Unclear
	Stated randomised but sequence generation method not reported
	High
	Allocation not concealed. Some checks in place to ensure study personnel followed procedure, but only implemented in 15% of settings.
	High
	Abstinence not biochemically validated and differing face-to-face contact between study arms
	High
	Substantial difference in attrition rates between study arms


GSK: GlaxoSmithKline.
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