T Textiles in Libraries

LIRRARTES Pro ] ect
A Patchwork of Collaborative

Opportunities

Project poster for Bodleian Libraries staff conference, 21 — 22 June 2022
Alice Evans, Assistant Book Conservator

F*’*-————*,———§’~——————*t_—————_/—-_N——-—————*,———~~~§——ﬂ

( A year of textile exploration at the Bodleian...

|

lSince the autumn of 2021 the Bodleian’s Conservation and Collection Care team have been working on a project to look at different textiles found across the library’s collections, from the expected ’

|embroidered bindings and end bands, to more unexpected objects like tapestries and t-shirts! We are a team of book, paper and preventive conservators, and undertook this project to develop our '

team’s knowledge of textiles in order to improve the way we care for these objects, which often arrive in the conservation workshops. One aspect of this project which has been particularly enriching for)
our team has been the many opportunities to work collaboratively, and to share this work far beyond our immediate team. As we have worked towards our overall project aims we have made

‘connections with colleagues from across the Bodleian and beyond, including students, academics, and conservators from many different disciplines, which we will focus on in this poster. ,

l

)

,The main aims of the project have been: ,
\- To develop our team’s knowledge of different types of textiles, their production and history, and the ways they age and deteriorate. o \
\- Learn more about the practical conservation options and preservation needs of textile objects from specialists in this area of conservation.
,- Assessing and addressing the handling and housing of the textile objects in our collections, and develop guidelines to help direct the ongoing care of these objects across the collections.

- Drawing attention to these objects across the Bodleian’s collections, and sharing them more widely with other colleagues in the library and beyond! |

Expected textiles...
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Unexpected textiles...
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