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Introduction
This r e p o r t  i s  n o t  in tended as  a  f u l l  p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Codex

Mendoza. I t s  purpose i s  r a t h e r  t o  b r i n g  t oge the r  va r i ous  observat ions
which emerged be fo re ,  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1985-6,  abou t  t h e
physical  na tu re  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  manuscr ipt  volume, MS. A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  1 ,
in  p a r t i c u l a r  about  i t s  paper  and c o l l a t i o n - s t r u c t u r e ,  and  t o  reco rd  t h e
minor s t r u c t u r a l  changes made then .

Concerns ove r  t h e  phys i ca l  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  manuscr ipt  i n  1985-6 were
re la ted  t o  t h e  impetus f o r  a  new f a c s i m i l e  e d i t i o n ,  r a i s e d  i n  1985 i n  t h e
f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Mexico Press.  A  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e
facs im i le  was s igned on 2  Oc t .  1985 and t h e  main body o f  t ransparenc ies
made i n  October-November 1985 by  t h e  Bodle ian Photographic S tud io  ( t h e  s e t
may have inco rpora ted  some e a r l i e r  t ransparenc ies  f r om s t o c k ) .  I n  1986 t h e
Un ive rs i t y  o f  New Mexico Press decided t o  wi thdraw f rom t h e  p r o j e c t ,  b u t
the agreement was l a t e r  assigned (21  J u l y  1989) t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C a l i f o r n i a  Press,  wh ich  f i n a l l y  pub l i shed  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  t o  co i nc i de  w i t h
the Columbus Quincentenary ce leb ra t i ons  o f  1992 ( e d s .  Frances E .  Berdan &
P a t r i c i a  R i e f f  Anawal t ,  The Codex Mendoza, 4  v o l s . ,  Be rke l ey,  e t c . :
Un ive rs i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Press,  1992) .  F o r  these  purposes, t h e  impor tan t
po in t  t o  no te  i s  t h a t  t h e  p l a t e s  o f  t h e  1992 f a c s i m i l e  were de r i ved  f rom
transparencies which predated a lmost  a l l  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1985-6.

The s e c t i o n  on watermarks was worked up  by  Bruce Barke r -Ben f ie ld  i n  1990
to accompany h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b e t a -radiographs as  reproduced i n  t h e
1992 f a c s i m i l e  ( v o l .  1 ,  p p .  2 0 - 2 3 ) ,  and i s  r e p r i n t e d  here  w i t h  some
mod i f i ca t ions .  T h e  c o l l a t i o n  notes  and c h a r t s  below were made d i r e c t l y
from t h e  manuscr ipt  and independent ly  f rom t h e  m a t e r i a l  and c h a r t
publ ished i n  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  ( v o l .  1 ,  p p .  13 -20 ,  e s p .  f i g .  9 )  b y  Wayne
Ruwet, who had examined t h e  manuscr ipt  i n  1971; however,  Wayne Ruwet and
Bruce Barke r -Ben f ie ld  d i d  correspond i n  1985 ove r  some aspects o f  t h e
binding,  watermarks and f l y l e a v e s .
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A b r i e f  c o n d i t i o n -survey made i n  J u l y  1985 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  many edges
were bad l y  f r a y e d  and t h a t  b y  then  f o l s .  7 1 - 2  had f i n a l l y  become detached.
Fol ios noted as  r e q u i r i n g  r e p a i r  were f o l s .  1 ,  2 ,  7 ,  1 3 ,  4 1 ,  4 7 ,  5 1 ,  5 5 ,
62, 6 7 ,  6 8 ,  7 0 ,  7 1 ;  amongst t hese ,  f o l s .  1  ( b a d l y  t o r n ,  w i t h  o l d  r e p a i r s
causing f u r t h e r  damage), 6 7 ,  and  70 ( w i t h  a  sma l l  p i ece  i n  danger o f
detaching) needed urgent  a t t e n t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y,  immediate r e p a i r s  were
car r ied  o u t  between 11 and 18 J u l y  1985 by  L inda  Suther land o f  t h e
Bodleian Conservat ion Workshop, b u t  on  t h i s  f i r s t  o c c a s i o n  o n l y  t o  f o l s
67 ( c e n t r e  f o r e -edge, end  o f  r i v e r  on r e c t o )  and  70  (edge o f  w r i t i n g  on
recto a t  l o w e r  f o r e -edge).  The r e p a i r s  were made w i t h  minimal  t i s s u e
(Japanese, t e n g u j o )  and  d r y  pas te  (wheat and p o t a t o  s t a r c h ) .

A more ex tens ive  programme o f  paper - r e p a i r  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1986, b y
Nancy B e l l  o f  t h e  Bodle ian Conservat ion Workshop, i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h
Christopher Clarkson and Bruce Barke r -Ben f ie ld .  T h e  r e p a i r s  were purpose ly
kept t o  t h e  minimum: t h e  volume was n o t  disbound and i t s  sewing was l e f t
undisturbed. The b u l k  o f  t h e  work cons is ted  o f  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  f r a y i n g
edges w i t h  t i s s u e .  B u t  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  l a s t  q u i r e s  o f  Codex Mendoza ( p t .  I )
required i n t e r v e n t i o n  a t  a  somewhat deeper l e v e l ,  a t  t h e  s t a r t  t o
counteract t h e  damage be ing  caused b y  o l d  r e p a i r s  and s t u b s ,  and a t  t h e
end t o  r e a t t a c h  f o l s .  7 1 - 2 :  Ch r i s tophe r  Clarkson t o o k  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n
these r e p a i r s .



The o r i g i n a l  t e x t - b l o c k  o f  Codex Mendoza i s  made up o f  paper  con ta i n i ng
s i x  watermark p a t t e r n s ,  some o f  wh ich can be f u r t h e r  subd iv ided i n t o  t h e i r
twin moulds.

Four o f  t h e  s i x  pa t t e rns  ( A -D) a r e  o f  t h e  same genera l  des ign  which
Br ique t '  c l a s s i f i e s  unde r  t h e  genera l  heading 'Homme', sub -heading
'Pe le r i n '  ( n o s .  7567-7603).  A p a r t  f r om t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s
beneath, t h e  p i l g r i m s  themselves a r e  c l ose  i n  des ign ,  each w i t h  h i s  wide-
brimmed h a t ,  p o i n t e d  c h i n ,  and  c ru tched s t a f f .  B r i q u e t ' s  examples a r e
mostly I t a l i a n ,  b u t  Va l l s  i  Subira2 p rov ides  a  number o f  Spanish examples
from 1500 t o  1597 ( p p .  163 -5 ,  232 -5 ,  nos .  212-227) .  A s  i t  happens, t h e
non-Spanish examples o f  ' p i l g r i m '  papers  reproduced by  B r i q u e t  p rov i de  t h e
closer  p a r a l l e l s  t o  t h e  watermarks o f  Codex Mendoza, b u t  none a r e
i d e n t i c a l  and t h e  papers a r e  no doubt o f  Spanish o r i g i n .
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Pt. I  ( foan .  1 - 7 1 ) : Codex Mendoza

Pattern A :  ' P i l g r i m '
' P i l g r i m '  f a c i n g  l e f t  ( a s  seen f rom t h e  w i r e  s i d e ) ,  i n  a  c i r c l e ;  beneath,
two(?) c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  o f  which t h e  f i r s t  i s  ' B '  (second i l l e g i b l e ) .  The
closest  p a r a l l e l  i n  t h e  two r e p e r t o r i e s  i s  B r i q u e t  7586 (Provence, 1568) ,
where t h e  l e t t e r s  a r e  ' B  F ' :  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  v e r y  s i m i l a r .
Specimen: f o l .  2  o n l y  ( b e t a - rad iograph) .

Pattern B :  ' P i l g r i m '
' P i l g r i m '  f a c i n g  l e f t  ( a s  seen f rom t h e  w i r e  s i d e ) ,  i n  a  c i r c l e ,  w i t h  no
l e t t e r s  o r  o t h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  des igns ou t s i de  t h e  c i r c l e .  No match i n  Va l l s
i  Sub i ra ;  f a i r l y  s i m i l a r  b u t  b y  no  means i d e n t i c a l  t o  B r i que t  7570 ( M i l a n ,
1567).
Specimens ( n o  c l e a r  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  t w i n  moulds) :  f o l s .  4  ( b e t a - rad iograph) ,

8, 1 9 .

Pattern C:  ' P i l g r i m '
' P i l g r i m '  f a c i n g  l e f t  ( a s  seen f rom t h e  w i r e  s i d e ) ,  i n  a  c i r c l e ;  beneath,
three l e t t e r s ,  ' A  M F ' .  The o n l y  comparable example i n  t h e  two r e p e r t o r i e s
i s  B r i q u e t  7582 ( M i l a n ,  1570) ,  w i t h  ' A  M F ' :  q u i t e  a  good match, b u t  n o t
i d e n t i c a l .
Specimens: f o l s .  6 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  11 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 5 ,  2 1 ,  2 3 ,  2 4 ,  2 6 ,  2 9 ,  3 6 ,  3 7 ,  3 8 ,  '

39, 4 0 ,  4 1 ,  4 2 ,  4 5 ,  4 7 ,  4 8 ,  5 1 ,  5 2 .
Amongst t hese ,  t h e  c l e a r e r  specimens p rov ide  examples o f  a t  l e a s t  two
moulds, e . g . :  ( i )  f o l s .  6 ,  2 9 ,  3 6  ( b e t a - rad iog raph) ,  3 7  ( b e t a - rad iog raph) ,

42, 4 8 .  Lower l e g s  s h a p e l i e r.
( i i )  f o l s .  9 ,  4 1 ,  5 2  ( b e t a - rad iograph) .  Lower l e g s  s t r a i g h t e r .

But t h e  two moulds a r e  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on t h e  c o l l a t i o n  c h a r t  be low,  a s
some specimens a r e  obscured by  i n k  o r  p a i n t  and thus  ha rd  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h .

'C. M.  B r i q u e t ,  Les  f i l i g r a n e s :  d i c t i o n n a i r e  h i s t o r i q u e  des marques du
papier des l e u r  a p p a r i t i o n  ve r s  1282 j usqu 'en  1600 ( =  The New B r i q u e t :
Jubi lee e d i t i o n ,  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  1907 e d i t i o n  w i t h  supplementary
mater ia l  c o n t r i b u t e d  by  a  number o f  s c h o l a r s ,  e d .  A .  Stevenson) ,  4  v o l s . ,
Amsterdam 1968.

2 0 r i o l  Va l l s  i  Sub i ra ,  The  h i s t o r y  o f  paper  i n  Spain,  v o l .  I I ,  XV-XVI
centur ies ,  Madr id  1980.
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Pattern D:  ' P i l g r i m '
' P i l g r i m '  f a c i n g  l e f t  ( a s  seen f rom t h e  w i r e  s i d e ) ,  i n  a  c i r c l e :  beneath,
two l e t t e r s ,  perhaps ' I  P ' .  No match f o r  a  p i l g r i m  w i t h  these  l e t t e r s
appears i n  B r i q u e t  o r  Va l l s  i  Sub i ra .
Specimen: f o l .  7 1  o n l y  ( b e t a - rad iograph) .

Pattern E :  Cross ( L a t i n ) ,  i n  po in ted  s h i e l d
On each s i d e  o f  t h e  c ross ,  w i t h i n  t h e  s h i e l d ,  i s  a  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r .  The
design makes sense f rom e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  a s  seen f rom t h e  w i r e  s i d e
the l e t t e r s  read  ' F ' ( ? )  o n  t h e  l e f t  and ' A '  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  Va l l s  i  Sub i ra
describes t h e  s h i e l d  p a t t e r n  as  'abundant  th roughout  S p a i n ' ,  and  p rov ides
examples f r om 1495 t o  1600 ( p p .  129-132,  197-202,  n o s .  79 -101 ) .  B r i q u e t
reproduces examples f rom Spain,  I t a l y  and France (nos .  5677-5704, I t r e s
nombreux'). I f  t h e  des ign were reversed ( i . e .  r e a d  f rom t h e  ' f e l t '  s i d e ) ,
the c l o s e s t  p a r a l l e l ,  b y  no means i d e n t i c a l ,  wou ld  be  B r ique t  5678,  w i t h
the l e t t e r s  ' A  R '  ( S p a i n ,  1576.  Va r .  s i m i l . :  Rodez, 1579;  Madr id ,  1586) .
Specimens, i n  two  r e a d i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  moulds:

( i )  F o l s .  5 6  ( b e t a - rad iograph) ,  6 3 ,  6 4  ( b e t a - rad iograph) .
( i i )  F o l s .  5 9  ( b e t a - rad iograph) ,  6 0 ,  6 6 ,  6 8 .

Pattern F :  Sphere,  w i t h  f i v e - p o i n t e d  s t a r  above
Simi la r  b u t  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  B r i que t  14013 (Angouleme, 1570) .  No examples
of t h i s  p a t t e r n  a re  reproduced by  Va l l s  i  Sub i rA .
Specimen: f o l .  6 9  o n l y  ( b e t a - rad iograph) .

Ear ly endpapers assoc ia ted w i t h  P t .  I  ( f r o n t  pastedown, f o l s .  i - i i ,  7 2 )
Thevet 's s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  fo rmer  f l y l e a f  w h i c h  i s  now t h e  f r o n t  pastedown
confirms i t s  16 th -cen tu ry  da te  ( see  f u r t h e r  be low) ,  and s i m i l a r l y  t h e  da te
'7 Sept .  1587 '  o n  f o l .  i i  ve rso  prov ides  a  terminus pos t  quem non. T h i s
f i rm d a t i n g  evidence suppor ts  t h e  conc lus ion  f rom t h e  phys i ca l  d a t a  o f
p leats and sewing-ho les  i n  these  leaves  t h a t  t h e y  p r e -date  t h e  p resent
17th-cen tu ry  Eng l i sh  b i n d i n g .

Pattern G: F l e u r - d e - l i s ,  crowned
The f l e u r - d e - l i s  and  i t s  crown a re  o f  equa l  s i z e ;  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e y
j o i n ,  t h e  l e t t e r  ' A '  appears on t h e  l e f t  and ' B '  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  No Spanish
examples o f  t h e  crowned f l e u r - d e - l i s  a r e  reproduced by  Va l l s  i  Subi rA o r
amongst B r i q u e t ' s  specimens ( n o s .  7223-7258);  t h e  c l o s e s t  p a r a l l e l s ,  w i t h
d i f f e r e n t  i n i t i a l s ,  a r e  B r i que t  7249 ( P o i t i e r s ,  1574,  w i t h  ' G  L ' )  and
Piccard X I I I , 3  n o .  786 (F lo rence  1579, w i t h  ' B  G ' ) .
Specimens, n o t  q u i t e  i d e n t i c a l  s o  presumably represen t ing  t h e  two  moulds:

( i )  F o l .  i  ( b e t a - rad iog raph) .
( i i )  F o l .  i i  ( b e t a - rad iog raph) .

The f r o n t  pastedown w i t h  Theve t ' s  s i gna tu re  i s  p robab ly  o f  t h e  same paper ;
as now pasted down, n o  watermark can be d iscerned i n  i t ,  b u t  t h e  cha in -
l i nes  a r e  approx imate ly  t h e  same d i s tance  a p a r t  ( c .  2 7 - 8  mm.).

Pattern H:  Three o b j e c t s  and a  l e t t e r
This i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  p a t t e r n ,  s i n c e  t h e  o b j e c t s  a r e  h i g h l y  s t y l i z e d  and t h e
l e t t e r  cou ld  be read as  an ' M '  ( be low  t h e  o b j e c t s )  o r  t h e  upper  way up  as
aft 'W'  (above  t h e  o b j e c t s ) .  S ince  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  symmetr ica l ,  t h e
d i r e c t i o n  o f  v iew ing  whether f rom 'mou ld '  s i d e  o r  ' f e l t '  s i d e  makes no
d i f f e rence .  The 1992 f a c s i m i l e  showed a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w i t h

3Die Wasserzeichenkartei  P i cca rd  i m  Haupts taatsarch iv  S t u t t g a r t
(Ver l i f fent l ichungen d e r  s t a a t l i c h e n  Arch ivverwal tung Baden-Wurttemberg,
Sonderreihe), X I I I ,  Wasserzeichen L i l i e ,  e d .  G .  P i c c a r d ,  S t u t t g a r t  1983.



Codex Mendoza M S .  A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  1

Bruce Barker -Ben f ie ld  ( v o l .  I ,  p .  2 3  and f i g . )  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  a s
' "W" o v e r  t h r e e  swords o r  daggers '  and  Wayne Ruwet ( v o l .  I ,  p p .  1 4  and 16
Fig. 6 )  a s  ' t h r e e  ha ts  o v e r  an M' .  As  h a t s ,  t h e  o b j e c t s  have a  h i g h  crown,
f l a t  b r i m  and t w o  t i e s  o r  t a s s e l s  hanging down; a s  daggers, t h e  o b j e c t s
have a  s h o r t ,  b l u n t  b lade  w i t h  a  broad h i l t .

Ruwet i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  he  was a b l e  t o  adduce a  sma l l  g roup
of s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  t h r e e  ' h a t s '  f r o m  Heawood4 nos .  2596-2600; t h e y
are assoc ia ted w i t h  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  ( n o t  ' M ' ) ,  wh ich  a r e ,  however,  u s e f u l  i n
conf i rming t h e  v iew ing  d i r e c t i o n  as  a l l o w i n g  t h e  o b j e c t s  t o  be read as
hats r a t h e r  t han  as  daggers.  Otherwise,  however,  t h e i r  dates  a r e  t o o  l a t e
to o f f e r  h e l p f u l  p a r a l l e l s ,  even f o r  t h e  pe r i od  o f  t h e  Eng l i sh  17 th -
century b i n d i n g :  t h e y  a r e  f rom Eng l i sh  and I t a l i a n  examples dated between
1685 and 1694, w i t h  one l a t e r  example o f  c .  1809.  The e a r l i e r  r e p e r t o r i e s
reveal no th ing  as  c l o s e  as  Heawood's examples, though t h e r e  was a  p a t t e r n
current  i n  16 th -cen tu ry  Germany and A u s t r i a  o f  t h r e e  helmets - -  q u i t e
d i f f e r e n t  i n  shape - -  w i t h i n  a  s h i e l d  ( B r i q u e t  nos .  1111-1115 ,  examples
dated 1525 t o  1580; P i cca rd  I X . 2 5 ,  n o s .  284-365, examples o f  1525 t o
1593).
Specimen: f o l .  7 2  o n l y  ( b e t a - rad iog raph) .

Pt. I I  ( f o l s .  73 -84 ) :  Monetary tables
The n ine  t a b l e s  a r e  each w r i t t e n  across  a  l a r g e  f o l i o  sheet .  The n i n e
sheets were f o l d e d  i n t o  b i f o l i a  and pasted t oge the r  t o  fo rm t e n  l eaves ,  o f
which each o f  t h e  i n s i d e  e i g h t  c o n s i s t s  o f  two  h a l f -sheets  pasted t oge the r
(see t h e  c o l l a t i o n - c h a r t  be low) .  Each b i f o l i u m  con ta ins  a  watermark i n  t h e
centre o f  one h a l f  b u t  no  countermark i n  t h e  o t h e r.  Two watermark pa t t e rns
can be d iscerned ;  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  ou t s i de  leaves
( f o l s .  7 3 ,  82 )  happens t o  be t h e  h a l f -sheet  w i t h  a  watermark, and t h e
paste-up j o b  makes i t  imposs ib le  t o  make be ta -radiographs o r  t o  observe
the f i n e  d e t a i l  w e l l  enough t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between moulds.

Pattern I :  F l e u r - d e - l i s  i n  crowned s h i e l d ,  o v e r  WR monogram
This p a t t e r n  was common throughout  t h e  17 th  c e n t u r y,  c f .  Heawood nos.  1660,
1721, 1721A, 1724,  1761-2,  1768-9 ,  1781.
Specimens: f o l s .  7 4 [ a ] ,  7 5 [ a ] ,  7 5 [ b ] .

Pattern J :  C r o z i e r  i n  crowned s h i e l d ,  o v e r  t h e  i n i t i a l s  NCH/M
This p a t t e r n ,  l e s s  common, seems v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  Heawood no .  1199
( 'Schie land Records ' ,  1616) .
Specimens: f o l s .  7 7  [a] , 7 8  [a] , 7 9  [a] , 8 0  [a] , 8 1  [a] , 8 1 [ b ] .

Lower Endpapers o f  t h e  17th-century binding
Unlike those  a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  l ower  endpapers c l e a r l y  belong t o  t h e

period o f  t h e  present  parchment-covered boards ( 1 7 t h -cen tu ry  Eng l i sh  work ) .

Pattern K :  Bunch o f  Grapes, w i t h  countermark 'A.GOUTON'
The countermark on t h e  f l y l e a f  ( f o l .  8 5 ) ,  r unn ing  v e r t i c a l l y  between

4E. Heawood, Watermarks ma in ly  o f  t h e  17 th  and 18 th  cen tu r i es  (Monumenta
Chartae Papyraceae I ) ,  H i lversum 1950.
Die Wasserzeichenkartei  P i cca rd  i m  Haupts taatsarch iv  S t u t t g a r t
(Veroffent l ichungen d e r  s t a a t l i c h e n  Arch ivverwal tunq Baden-Wurttemberq,
Sonderreihe), I X ,  Wasserzeichen Werkzeuq and Waffen,  Te i l  1 - 2 ,  e d .  G .
Piccard, S t u t t g a r t  1980.



Codex Mendoza M S .  A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  1 5,

chain- l i n e s  w i t h  t h e  name 'A.GOUTON' i n  a  narrow car touche,  i s  c l o s e  t o
Heawood no .  2252 (London, 1607) .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Grapes watermark as
stuck down i n  t h e  pastedown makes i t s  p a t t e r n  l e s s  c l e a r  t o  t h e  eye and
inaccess ib le  t o  be ta - rad iography,  b u t  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  bunch seems t o
terminate w i t h  a  sma l l  c r o s s ,  a s  i n  Heawood 2252.
Specimen: f o l .  8 5  ( b e t a -radiograph)  +  l owe r  pastedown, c o n j o i n t .

NUMBERING SYSTEMS: Quire-Signatures, F o l i a t i o n ,  e t c .

Quire-s igna tu res
There a r e  two  types  o f  q u i r e -s i gna tu re ,  b o t h  appear ing i n  t h e  t o p  margin
of t h e  f i r s t  l e a f  o f  t h e  q u i r e :

(a) Near  t o p  edge, towards  c e n t r e .  A  s m a l l ,  n e a t  s i g n  w r i t t e n  w i t h  a
sharp- c u t  pen i n  d a r k  i n k ,  a lways shaped l i k e  a  ' 7 '  ( t hough  c l e a r l y
not in tended  t o  represent  t h a t  numera l ) .  The f i r s t  appears  on  f o l .  l l r
(Quire I I )  and  t h e  l a s t  on  f o l .  6 6 r ,  t h e  f i r s t  l e a f  o f  Qu i re  V I I I .  The
sign i s  n o t  v i s i b l e  on  f o l .  l r .

Although o f  i nde te rm ina te  da te  ( i n  t h e  absence o f  any
palaeographica l ly  da tab le  f o rms ) ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  system o f
i d e n t i c a l  q u i r e -markings would have predated t h e  numbered system
described as  ( b )  be low.  The s i g n  a t  f o l .  2 1 r  (Qu i re  I I I )  i s  crossed
out w i t h  a  d iagona l  l i n e  ( see  be low) .

(b) To p  r i gh t -hand  c o r n e r.  A n  a r a b i c  numeral,  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e  f rom ' 2 '
( f o l .  l l r )  t o  ' 7 '  ( f o l .  5 6 r )  [ none  on f o l .  6 6 r } ,  w r i t t e n  i n  i n k  and
sometimes bracketed o f f  w i t h  curved o r  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s .  These were
w r i t t e n  be fo re  t h e  f o l i o -numbers, s i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  sometimes
displaced t o  t h e  l e f t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  room f O r  them ( e . g .  f o l .  3 1 r )
and/or a re  separated f rom them by an a d d i t i o n a l  d iagona l  l i n e  ( e . g .
f o l s .  11 r ,  4 1 r ) .  The s i m i l a r  i n k -co lou rs ,  f o r m  o f  t h e  numerals and
bracket ing suggest t h a t  t hese  q u i r e -numbers and t h e  f o l i o -numbers were
w r i t t e n  probab ly  t h e  same person,  and i f  s o  no doubt a t  much t h e  same
time. A l l  t hese  q u i r e -s igna tu res  except  t h e  ' 2 '  o n  f o l .  l l r  have been
crossed o u t  w i t h  a  d iagona l  i n k  s t r o k e ,  p o s s i b l y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f
f o l i a t i o n ;  a t  f o l .  2 1 r  t h e  ' 7 ' -shaped q u i r e - s i g n  i s  s i m i l a r l y  crossed o u t .

There i s  no  q u i r e -s igna tu re  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  p o s i t i o n  a t  f o l .  l r ,
though i t  i s  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  cu rv i ng  v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  a t  t h e
centre t o p  margin,  c rossed  through w i t h  a  l o n g  h o r i z o n t a l  s t r o k e ,
might have been in tended as  t h e  ' 1 '  o f  t h i s  sequence.

F o l i a t i o n
The f o l i a t i o n  o f  Codex Mendoza s t i l l  i n  use c o n s i s t s  o f  a  sequence ' 1 '  t o
'71'  w r i t t e n  b o l d l y  i n  da rk  i n k  a t  t h e  t o p  r i g h t - h a n d  co rne r  o f  each l e a f ;
each number i s  marked o f f  on  t h e  l e f t  and below w i t h  a  curved l i n e .  I t
seems most l i k e l y  17 th - c e n t u r y,  though i t  i s  hard  t o  t e l l  e x a c t l y  when.
The f a c t  t h a t  i t  does n o t  extend i n t o  P t .  I I  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  n o t
dec is ive .  The f o l i a t i o n  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  importance f o r  t h e  o r d e r  o f
leaves i n  Qu i re  V I  ( f o l s .  5 1 - 5 ) ,  q . v . ,  where t h e  f o l i o -numbers o f  f o l s .
53-5 show s igns  o f  a l t e r a t i o n .

For some openings i n  t h e  second and t h i r d  sec t i ons  o f  Codex Mendoza, t h e
f o l i o -number o f  t h e  r e c t o  i s  repeated on t h e  f a c i n g  verso ,  i n  t h e  same
hand and u s u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i a r  b racke t ing  l i n e .  T h i s  happens
espec ia l l y  a t  t h e  s t a r t s  o f  t h e  sec t i ons ,  presumably t o  show t h a t  t h e
opening i s  t o  be read across as  a  u n i t ,  t e x t  and p i c t u r e s ,  w i t h  ' 1 9 '  ( a t
18v), ' 2 0 '  ( a t  19v)  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  t r i b u t e  s e c t i o n ,  and ' 5 7 '  ( 5 6 v ) ,
'58'  ( 5 7 v )  and  ' 5 9 '  ( 5 8 v )  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  on Az tec  l i f e .
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Whilst  t h i s  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  mean t h a t  t h e  f o l i a t o r  in tended t o  number
openings r a t h e r  than  f o l i o s  - -  maybe sometimes r a t h e r  than  always - -  t h e
modern convent ion i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  and c i t e  t h e  numbers o n l y  as  f o l i o
numbers ( t h u s ,  t h e  f i r s t  open ing  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  be c i t e d  as
' f o l s .  56v - 5 7 r ' ,  n o t  ' 5 7 - 5 7 ' ) .

The f o l i o -numbers on  t h e  versos a l s o  occur  i n  two  openings i n  t h e  midd le
of t h e  t r i b u t e - s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  ' 1 0 .  4 3 . '  ( a t  f o l .  42v )  and  ' f o .  4 4 . '  ( 4 3 v ) :
unusual ly w i t h  t h e  word ' f ( o l i ) o '  s t a t e d ,  b u t  bracketed as  usua l .  F i n a l l y ,
the l a s t  f ew  openings o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  a r e  a l s o  marked, w i t h  ' 5 1 '  ( a t  f o l .
50v), ' 5 2 '  ( 5 1 v ) ,  ' 5 3 '  ( 5 2 v ) ,  ' 5 4 '  ( 5 3 v )  and  ' 5 5 '  ( 5 4 v ) .  These a r e
entered c o r r e c t l y  and w i t hou t  a l t e r a t i o n :  t h e y  may have been added t h e r e ,
though s t i l l  b y  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  f o l i a t o r ,  i n  an a t tempt  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e
disordered leaves  (and c o r r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  main f o l i o -numbers) i n  t h i s  a rea
of t h e  manuscr ip t :  s e e  f u r t h e r  a t  Qu i re  V I .

Fols.  i - i i  and 71-85 were f o l i a t e d  i n  p e n c i l  i n  Bodle ian s t y l e ,  p robab l y
in t h e  hand o f  Fa lconer  Madan ( l a t e  1 9 t h / e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t . ) .  F o l s .  I  and I I
were f o l i a t e d  by  Bruce Barke r -Ben f ie ld  a t  t h e i r  a d d i t i o n  i n  1986.

Item number(?)
Fol.  l r  a l s o  con ta ins  a  ' 1 . ' ,  b o l d l y  w r i t t e n  i n  i n k  a t  t h e  l ower  edge o f
f o l .  l r ,  towards  t h e  r i g h t .  T h i s  may perhaps be  i n t e r p r e t e d  n o t  a s  a  q u i r e -
s ignature b u t  as  an  i t e m -number o f  t h e  17 th  cen tu ry  o r  l a t e r ,  n o  e a r l i e r
than t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  present  b i n d i n g ,  s i n c e  i t  more o r  l e s s  matches i n
pos i t i on  a  ' I I '  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  l ower  edge o f  t h e  f i r s t  page  o f  P a r t  I I  on
f o l .  7 3 r .  However, t h e  l a t t e r ' s  numerals a r e  s m a l l e r  and t h e  p o s i t i o n  n o t
qu i te  s o  f a r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  c e n t r e ,  s o  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  n o t  q u i t e
ce r ta i n .

COLLATION, q u i r e  by qui re

Conventions used i n  the  fol lowing co l l a t ion  charts

 L e a f

Stub, i . e .  s m a l l  w i d t h  o f  paper  v i s i b l e  a t  g u t t e r ,
whether o r  n o t  pasted t o  an a d j o i n i n g  l e a f .  A  s t u b  may o r
may n o t  be  v i s i b l e  down t h e  whole l e n g t h  o f  t h e  g u t t e r .

oft, J o i n  o r  area o f  paper  i n f e r r e d  b u t  n o t  v i s i b l e

/  / / I  P a s t e ,  u s u a l l y  used t o  j o i n  two  p ieces  o f  paper

Modern t i s s u e  used f o r  r e p a i r s  i n  1985 o r  1986

Watermark convent ions

‘ (  W i r e - d i r e c t i o n :  i n d e n t a t i o n  on r e c t o  ( =  'mou ld '  s i d e )

A  W i r e - d i r e c t i o n :  i n d e n t a t i o n  on verso  ( =  ' f e l t '  s i d e )

Ei ( e t c . )  W a t e r m a r k - p a t t e r n  E ,  f i r s t  mou ld  ( e t c . )

Ei r e v.  ( e t c . )  W a t e r m a r k -pa t t e rn  E ,  f i r s t  mou ld  ( e t c . ) ,  p a t t e r n  upside-down
in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e x t
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Pt. I :  Codex Mendoza, w i t h  f r o n t  endpapers

Front Endpapers & Quire I
I t  seems c l e a r e s t  t o  present  t h e  complex evidence f o r  these leaves  i n
reverse ch rono log i ca l  o r d e r,  i . e .  f r o m  t h e  p resent  v i s i b l e  evidence back
to hypo the t i ca l  r econs t ruc t i ons  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  arrangement.
Accord ing ly,  t h e  d iscuss ion  s t a r t s  w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  changes made d u r i n g
the r e p a i r s  o f  1986 and g raph i c  represen ta t ions  o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  evidence i n
two c h a r t s ,  ( C h a r t  1 )  ' a f t e r '  and  (Char t  2 )  ' b e f o r e '  t h e  changes o f  1986.
Chart 3  r e s t a t e s  t h e  evidence o f  Char t  2  t o  p rov ide  a  h y p o t h e t i c a l
reconst ruc t ion  o f  how t h e  leaves  were then  a t tached,  i . e .  d u r i n g  t h e
period between t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  b i nd i ng  and t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1986.  C h a r t  4
concerns o n l y  t h e  f r o n t  endleaves,  i n  a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f
t h e i r  s t a t e  be fo re  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  b i nd ing ,  a s  evidence o f  a  p rev ious
binding.  Char t s  5 - 6  p resen t  a l t e r n a t i v e  recons t ruc t i ons  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l
s t ruc tu re  o f  q u i r e  I  ( o m i t t i n g  t h e  endleaves) .

I t  shou ld  be noted,  however,  t h a t  even t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  c h a r t s  o f f e r s
probably o n l y  an over - s i m p l i f i e d  account  o f  t h e  complex h i s t o r y  o f  t hese
leaves o v e r  f o u r  and a  h a l f  c e n t u r i e s  - -  t h e  i n tense  i n t e r e s t  which t h e y
have always a t t r a c t e d  must have made them always vu lne rab le  t o
overhandl ing, and hence t o  f requen t  runn ing - r e p a i r s  ove r  t h e  yea rs .

Front endpapers and Qu i re  I :  Changes made i n  1986
1. F o l .  i  was re leased f rom t h e  shou lder  o f  t h e  f r o n t  pastedown t o  which

i t  had been pasted.

2. Through t h e  b u i l d - u p  o f  paper  and pas te ,  t h e  l a r g e r  s tubs  ( see  c h a r t s  below)
were f e l t  t o  be fo rming  r i d g e s  and consequent weakening f o r  t h e  leaves aga ins t
which t h e y  were pasted.  They were acco rd ing l y  re leased as  f o l l o w s :

Stub ( a )  v e r s o  was re leased  f rom s tub  ( b )  r e c t o .
Stub ( b )  v e r s o  was re leased  f rom f o l .  i i  r e c t o  ( s t u b  ( b )  remains
thickened w i t h  pas te  depos i t s  on  e i t h e r  s i d e ) .
Stub ( c )  v e r s o  was re leased  f rom f o l .  1  r e c t o .
Stub ( d )  v e r s o  was re leased  f rom f o l .  9  r e c t o .
Four s t r i p s  o f  o l d  r e p a i r  paper a t  t o p  and bot tom o f  f o l s .  l v  and 2 r ,
matching and presumably once c o n j o i n t  t o  p rov ide  a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t
f o r  these leaves ,  were removed and d iscarded [ t h e s e  s t r i p s  a r e
v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  Cooper C l a r k  f a c s i m i l e  o f  1938 and i n  t h e  1985
transparencies which were used f o r  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  o f  1992 ] .

3. S t u b  ( c )  was moved back one l e a f  f r om i t s  p o s i t i o n  be fo re  f o l .  1  t o  a  new
pos i t i on  be fo re  f o l .  i i ,  t o  p revent  damage t o  f o l .  1  f r om i t s  s t i f f e n e d  edge.

4. To  prevent  f u r t h e r  p l e a t i n g ,  t w o  new f l y l e a v e s  were  added between f o l s .  i  and i i :
Fol.  I  was added between s t u b  ( a )  and  s t u b  ( b ) .
Fol.  I I  was added between s t u b  ( b )  and  t h e  re l oca ted  s t u b  ( c ) .

5. New r e p a i r i n g  t i s s u e  had t o  be added across seve ra l  g u t t e r s ,  e . g .  between t h e
f r o n t  pastedown and f o l .  i .  These new j o i n s  do  no t  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  a d j o i n i n g
leaves t h u s  connected b y  new t i s s u e  were necessa r i l y  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n j o i n t .

Note. I n  1985-6,  t h e  r e c i p e  f o r  t h e  s tandard pas te  used f o r  t i s s u e - r e p a i r
in  t h e  Bodle ian Conversat ion Workshop was as  f o l l o w s :

Pu r i f i ed  wheat s t a r c h  pas te :  50g  wheat s t a r c h  GPR [Genera l  Purpose
Reagent] f r o m  BDH (now Merck) Chemical Company; 5 g  p o t a to  s t a r c h  GPR,
400m1 de - i on i zed  wa te r.  T h i s  pas te  used t o  adhere Japanese t i s s u e ,
f i r s t  w a t e r - t o r n  t o  shape.

[Ex i n f .  A l i s o n  McKay, Head o f  Conservat ion Workshop, 1 4  Aug. 1998,  who
observes t h a t  s i n c e  1985-6 t h i s  r e c i p e  has been s l i g h t l y  m o d i f i e d . ]
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Front Endpapers & Quire I  [ c o n t . ] :
COLLATION CHARTS, i n  reverse  ch rono log i ca l  o r d e r

CHART 1 .  S t a t e  a f t e r  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1986: v i s i b l e  evidence o n l y
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CHART 2 .  S t a t e  be fo re  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f 1986: v i s i b l e  evidence o n l y
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Front Endpapers & Qu i re  I  [ c o n t . ]

CHART 3 .  S t a t e  be fo re  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1986: h y p o t h e t i c a l  r econs t r uc t i on
( i . e .  e s s e n t i a l l y  as  l e f t  b y  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  b inder )
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NOTES ON THE STUBS
1. S t u b  ( a )  and  i t s  mate ( s t i l l  f i r m l y  pas ted  t o  f o l .  i

stub ( d )  a n d  i t s  mate ( s t i l l  pasted t o  f o l .  10v )  a r e
perhaps t h e  same. I t  seems s l i g h t l y  t h i c k e r  t han  t h e
or o f  f o l s .  i - i i .  S tubs  ( a )  and  ( c )  d o  n o t  share  t h e
of f o l .  i ,  s t u b  ( b )  and  f o l .  i i  ( see  be low) ,  and  a r e
they may w e l l  da te  f rom t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  17 th -cen tury

2. There  i s  no  corresponding s t u b  t o  p rov ide  a
i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  I t s  f u n c t i o n  cou ld  have
between f o l s .  1  and 2 ,  a n d / o r  t o  ho ld  f o l s .

dr.

verso),  s t u b  ( c ) ,  and
a l l  o f  s i m i l a r  l a i d  paper,
papers o f  t h e  main manuscr ipt
holes apparent  a t  t h e  g u t t e r s
therefore  presumably l a t e r :
reb ind ing.

clue as  t o  how s t u b  ( c )  f i t t e d
been t o  h e l p  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  j o i n
1 +  2  i n  p l ace .

3. The s t r i p  o f  paper  which forms s t u b  ( a )  and  i t s  mate i s  made up  o f  t w o  s h o r t e r
s t r i p s  pasted t oge the r  end t o  end: t h e  j o i n  occurs  about  two  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  way
The chain- l i n e s  o f  b o t h  s t r i p s  a r e  h o r i z o n t a l  ( v e r t i c a l  i n  s tubs  ( c )  and  ( d ) ) .

down.
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Front Endleaves & Quire I  [ con t . ]

CHART 4 .  The f r o n t  endleaves,  b e f o r e  t h e  17 th - c e n t .  r e b i n d i n g :
hypothe t ica l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n

The f r o n t  pastedown has no  v i s i b l e  watermark, b u t  i s  p robab ly  o f  t h e  same
paper as  f o l s .  i - i i  and cou ld  w e l l  be c o n j o i n t  w i t h  f o l .  i i .  Prominent
v e r t i c a l  p l e a t s  a t  t h e  cen t re  o f  t h e  pastedown match those  o f  f o l s .
exac t l y,  showing t h a t  l i k e  them i t  was once a  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  f l y l e a f  b e f o r e
i t  was used as  t h e  pastedown i n  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  b i n d i n g .  A l though  t h e
tex ture  o f  s t u b  ( b )  i s  th ickened  and coarsened by  depos i t s  o f  pas te  on  bo th
sides, i t  s t i l l  seems t o  be c o n j o i n t  a t  t h e  t o p  w i t h  f o l .  i .  S i nce  t h e
pastedown c a r r i e s  t h e  s i gna tu re  o f  Andre Thevet ( d .  1592) ,  t h e s e  t h r e e
leaves and s t u b  must d a t e  a t  l a t e s t  f rom t h e  manuscr ip t ' s  p e r i o d  i n  France
during t h e  16 th  cen tu ry  - -  and be fo re  t h e  manuscr ip t ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  London
in  1587, a s  i m p l i e d  by  t h e  dated i n s c r i p t i o n  on f o l .  i i  ve rso .

I t  has been argued by  Frank Lest r ingant6  t h a t  Theve t ' s  s i gna tu re  on t h e
pastedown belongs n o t  w i t h  h i s  dated s igna tu res  o f  1553 ( f o l s .  1 r ,  7 1 v,
wi th  l a t i n i z e d  fo rm 'Theve tus ' )  b u t  t o  a  l a t e r  group ( f r o n t  pastedown and
f o l s .  2 r ,  7 0 v,  French fo rm o f  name, b o l d e r  s c r i p t ) :  t h e s e  a r e  undated, b u t
that  on  f o l .  2 r  i s  accompanied by  t h e  t i t l e  'Cosmographe du r o i '  wh ich
Thevet assumed, accord ing  t o  L e s t r i n g a n t ,  o n l y  f rom 1568/9.  I f  t h i s  i s
cor rec t  ( i n  s p i t e  o f  a  s l i g h t  susp i c i on  t h a t  t h e  s i gna tu re  and t i t l e  on
f o l .  2 r  might  n o t  be  u n i f o r m l y  w r i t t e n ) ,  t h e  s i gna tu re  on t h e  p resent
f r on t  pastedown might  have been w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1568. T h i s  does n o t  p rove  a
s i m i l a r  te rminus  an te  quem non f o r  t h e  ex is tence  o f  t h a t  l e a f  i t s e l f ,
though a  reb ind ing  a t  some l a t e r  s tage o f  Theve t ' s  ownership would p rov ide
a mot ive  f o r  h i s  r e w r i t i n g  o f  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  aga in  t h e r e .  Never the less ,
a l lowing f o r  a l l  t hese  u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  i t  i s  tempt ing  t o  suggest v e r y
t e n t a t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e r  b i nd ing  o f  Codex Mendoza, a s  now represented
only by  t h e  e a r l i e r  endleaves, was made i n  t h e  twenty  years  o r  so  between
1568 and 1587. T h i s  would be e n t i r e l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  French watermarks
of t h e  1570s which a r e  i n d i c a t e d  above as  (non-exact )  p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  t h e
watermarks o f  f o l s .  i - i i  ( P a t t e r n  G) .

At t h e i r  g u t t e r s ,  f o l s .  i ,  s t u b  ( b )  and  f o l .  i i  ( b u t  n o t  s t u b  ( a )  o r
stub ( c ) )  c a r r y  ho les  which do  n o t  seem t o  match t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  sewing
and presumably predate  i t :  t h e  evidence i s  con fus ing ,  b u t  t hese  were
perhaps caused bo th  by  e a r l i e r  damage and by  an e a r l i e r  sewing- s t r u c t u r e .
S imi la r  though l e s s  severe damage appears i n  t h e  equ iva len t  b l a n k  l e a f
which f o l l o w s  t h e  end o f  Codex Mendoza ( f o l .  7 2 ) ,  wh ich  may t h e r e f o r e  be
presumed t o  belong w i t h  t h i s  group o f  e a r l y  endpapers.

w/m
Pastedown

Stub ( b )

G i i

6Frank Les t r i ngan t ,  Andre  Thevet :  cosmographe des d e r n i e r s  Va l o i s
(Travaux d'Humanisme e t  Renaissance, 2 5 1 ) ,  Geneva 1991, p p .  3 8 ,  3 8 - 9  n .
27, 4 3 .  A t .  p .  4 3 ,  L e s t r i n g a n t  c a s t s  some doubts o n . t h e  1553 d a t e ,  b u t
u l t i m a t e l y  accepts i t .
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C r e v. 6

7

B r e v. 8

C r e v.

C r e v. 10

5

C r e v. 6

7

B r e v. 8

C r e v. 9

C r e v. 10

Front Endleaves & Quire I  [ con t . ]

CHARTS 5 - 6 .  O r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Qu i re  I :  a l t e r n a t i v e  recons t ruc t i ons
Fol .  9  can never  have been c o n j o i n t  e i t h e r  w i t h  f o l .  2  o r  w i t h  f o l .  1 0 ,

since a l l  t h r e e  leaves  c a r r y  watermarks and t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  w i r e  and
f e l t  s i d e s  do  n o t  f i t .  T h e s e  t ypes  o f  ev idence would a l l o w  f o l .  1  t o  have
been c o n j o i n t  e i t h e r  w i t h  f o l .  2  o r  w i t h  f o l .  1 0 .

CHART 5 :  RECONSTRUCTION A
w/m

1

A r e v.

B

:21

thread

CHART 6 :  RECONSTRUCTION B
w/m

A r e v.

CONCLUSION
Reconstruct ion B i s  t h e  more economical s o l u t i o n :  i t  assumes t h a t  a  l a t e

decis ion was taken  t o  remake t h e  o r i g i n a l  second l e a f  w i t h  a  l e a f  o f
' p i l g r i m '  paper  c a r r y i n g  a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  watermark. The present  f o l .  2 ,
wi th  t h e  f r o n t i s p i e c e ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  l e a f  t h a t  breaks t h e  r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  o f
mou ld / fe l t  s i d e s .  The d is tu rbance  meant t h a t  s p e c i a l  arrangements had t o
be made t o  keep f o l .  9  i n  p lace  a f t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  i t s  mate.

In Reconst ruct ion  A ,  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  q u i r e  was d i s rup ted  f rom t h e
s t a r t ,  f o r  unexplained reasons:  f o l s .  1 - 2  formed a  separate  p a i r  o f  l eaves
(perhaps a  c o n j o i n t  b i f o l i u m )  and  f o l s .  9 - 1 0  were two  s i ng le tons  which can
never have been c o n j o i n t .  A  f a c t o r  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h i s  ve r s i on  i s  t h a t  t h e
tex ture  o f  f o l .  1 ,  somewhat coarse and t h i c k ,  seems t o  match t h a t  o f  f o l .  2
be t te r  t han  t h a t  o f  f o l .  1 0 ;  b u t  t h e  e f f e c t  cou ld  have been caused by  t h e
add i t i ona l  wear and t e a r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  leaves .
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Quire I I  (CHART 7 )
w/m

C 1 1  Q u i r e -s igna tu res :  t o p  c e n t r e  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  " ' .

C 1 3

C 1 1

C 1 5

thread

16

17

18

B r e v.  1 9

20

Quire I I I  (CHART 8 )
w/m
C 2 1

22

C 2 3

C 2 4

25

r

C r e v.  2 6

27

28

C r e v.  2 9

30

(  v i r ; t1(

k m ,  -  4 ; 4 1 ;  urrvitoci447. f i s4  ,w 0:r i i r ia

18r, end  o f  s e c t i o n  1 ;  1 8 v,  s t a r t  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .

tve into I  th4r i)cfwern 1.v awl le"

Quire-s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 3 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

(c ioya es•••
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Quire I V  (CHART 9)
w/m

31

32

13

34

15

thread

C r e v.  3 6

C r e v.  3 7

C r e v.  3 8

C r e v.  3 9

C r e v.  4 0

Quire-s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 4 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

Quire V (CHART 10)
w/m

C 4 1  Q u i r e -s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 5 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

4 2 C

43

1,1

45 4 1 4 1 °  k w . "  f f "
thread

46

C r e v.  4 7

C 4 8

4c)

50

Note on Qu i re  V.  The sequence o f  ' m o u l d ' / ' f e l t '  s i d e s  o f  t h e  paper  i s
broken by  t h e  b i f o l i u m  43/48,  where t h e  two  leaves a r e  f o l d e d  i n  reverse
of normal :  however,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no  s i g n  o f  t e x t u a l  d is tu rbance  between
f o l s .  42v  and 4 3 r ,  43v  and 4 4 r,  4 7 v  and 4 8 r ,  48v  and 4 9 r,  t h i s  r e v e r s a l
w i l l  presumably have happened a c c i d e n t a l l y  when t h e  q u i r e  o f  b l a n k  paper
was formed be fo re  use.
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Quire V I
Apart f r om edge- r e p a i r s ,  t h i s  q u i r e  was l e f t  und is tu rbed  du r i ng  t h e  r e p a i r s

of 1986. Every  l e a f  i s  l i n e d  a t  t h e  g u t t e r  w i t h  a  s t u b  o f  s i m i l a r  paper
to t h a t  used f o r  s tubs  ( a ) ,  ( c )  and  ( d )  i n  t h e  f r o n t  endleaves and Qu i re  I ,
dat ing perhaps f r om  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  r e b i n d i n g .  The s tubs
here a re  a l l  s t i l l  f i r m l y  pas ted  down, and  i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  t e l l  how
those a t tached t o  f o l s .  5 1 ,  5 2  and 54 connect and f i t  i n t o  t h e  sewing
s t ruc tu re .

Fol.  5 5  has l o n g  been misplaced between f o l s .  5 2  and 53 (Cooper C l a r k
notes t h e  d is tu rbance ,  v o l .  I  p .  8 5  n .  1 ,  b u t  a r t i f i c i a l l y  r e s t o r e s  f o l .
55 t o  i t s  c o r r e c t  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  f a c s i m i l e ,  v o l .  I I I ;  t h e  same p o l i c y  was
fol lowed i n  t h e  1992 f a c s i m i l e ) .  F o l s .  5 5  +  53 a r e  a r t i f i c i a l l y  j o i n e d  b y
a f o l d  o f  t h e  17 th (? ) - c e n t .  r e p a i r i n g  paper,  t o  fo rm t h e  c e n t r a l  b i f o l i u m
of t h e  made-up q u i r e  w i t h  a  th read  a t  t h e  g u t t e r .

In t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  i n k  f o l i a t i o n  on t h e  r e c t o s  o f  f o l s .  5 5 ,  5 3  and 54 ,
each second d i g i t  has been a l t e r e d :  under  t h e  Video Spec t ra l  Comparator,
i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  present  ' 5 3 '  has  been a l t e r e d  f rom ' 5 4 ' ,  b u t  t h e
f i r s t  r e a d i n g s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  two numbers a r e  no t  c l e a r .  A s  noted above
under ' F o l i a t i o n ' ,  t h e  versos i n  t h i s  a rea  o f  t h e  manuscr ipt  ( a s  sometimes
elsewhere) a r e  numbered w i t h  t h e  f o l i o -number o f  t h e  f a c i n g  page,
presumably t o  show t h a t  t h e  opening was t o  be read as  a  u n i t  w i t h  t e x t
fac ing p i c t u r e s .  The ve rso - f o l i a t i o n s  here  a r e  a l l  en tered  c o r r e c t l y  f o r
the t e x t u a l  c o n t e n t ,  w i t h  ' 5 3 '  ( a t  5 2 v ) ,  n o t h i n g  ( 5 5 v ) ,  ' 5 4 '  ( 5 3 v )  and
'55' ( 5 4 v ) .  A l l  t h e  f o l i o -numbers, b o t h  r e c t o  ( o r i g i n a l  and c o r r e c t i o n s )
and verso ,  seem t o  be b y  t h e  same 17 th -cen tu ry  hand. The f o l i a t i o n
evidence i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  eva lua te ,  b u t  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  a t  l e a s t  c o n f i r m
some d is tu rbance  i n  t h e  o r d e r  a l ready  present  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  17 th -
century f o l i a t i o n .

CHART 11 .  Q u i r e  V I ,  v i s i b l e  evidence
w/m n o w  o r i g .

C 5 1  Q u i r e -s igna tu res :  t o p  c e n t r e  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 6 '  ( c rossed  o u t )

C 5 2

55 [ 5 * ]  5 5 r :  c l o s i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .

53 [ 5 4 )

V
4ater4

54 [ 5 * ]  C M : 2  54v :  c l o s i n g  t e x t  and t i t l e  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .
sopop414tfr4F

The above sequence ( u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  c h a r t  12)  i n  f a c t  f i t s  t h e  o r d e r
suggested by  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o l i a t i o n ,  a s  s t a t e d  above i n  square b racke ts .
In t h e o r y,  f o l i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  o r d e r  might  have taken p l ace  e i t h e r  be fo re  o r
a f t e r  t h e  d i s o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  leaves .  However, t h e  most n a t u r a l  exp lana t ion
would be  t h a t  t h e  f o l i a t o r  o r i g i n a l l y  numbered t h e  leaves on  t h e  r e c t o s  a s
he found them, i . e .  a l r e a d y  d iso rdered ;  t h e n ,  a f t e r  r e a l i z i n g  t h e
d isorder,  h e  co r rec ted  t h e  numbers on  t h e  t h r e e  r e c t o s  and added t h e
correct  equ i va len ts  on  t h e  r e l e v a n t  versos  as  w e l l ,  though t h e  misplaced
f o l .  5 5  i t s e l f  was l e f t  between 52  and 53 where i t  s t i l l  remains.

CHART 12 .  Q u i r e  V I ,  h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Purchas 's  o r d e r  (1625 o r  be fore)
The sequence o f  woodcuts o f  Codex Mendoza i n  Purchas h i s  P i l g r imes ,  P a r t

3 (London 1625, Bod le ian  she l fmark  L i s t e r  E 55 ) ,  p p .  1100-1101, shows p i c t u r e s
derived ( i ncomp le te l y )  f r o m  these pages i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r :  ( p .  1100)
Mendoza f o l s .  5 2 r ,  5 3 r ,  and  ( p .  1101)  f o l s .  5 5 r ,  5 4 r ,  y i e l d i n g  t h e  recons t ruc t i on
in t h e  c h a r t  be low.  The t e x t ,  i n  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  f i t s  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  a n  o r d e r
which cou ld  n o t  have been achieved w i t h o u t  some s i l e n t  e d i t o r i a l  r e o r d e r i n g .
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CHART 12.  Q u i r e  V I  [ c o n t . ]
w/m

51'

C 5 2

53 - V

55 - V

54 V

Quire-s igna tu res :  t o p  c e n t r e  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 6 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

55r: c l o s i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .

rr-)7, 5 4 v :  c l o s i n g  t e x t  and t i t l e  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .

Unfor tunate ly,  t h e  ch rono log i ca l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  Purchas 's  e d i t i o n ,  t h e
s t r i p s  o f  r e p a i r i n g -paper,  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  i n k  f o l i a t i o n  and t h e  present
17th-cen tu ry  b i n d i n g  a r e  no t  c l e a r .  Cha r t  12  above may p u t  t o o  much we igh t
on Purchas 's  o r d e r,  wh ich  takes  o n l y  se lec ted  elements f rom each p i c t u r e ;
nevertheless, a l l  h i s  o t h e r  woodcuts a r e  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  o r d e r.  H i s
evidence seems a t  l e a s t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  con f i rm  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  Qu i re  V I
was a l ready  d i s t u r b e d  by  t h e  t i m e  t h e  ma te r i a l s  f o r  t h e  1625 e d i t i o n  were
prepared, i . e .  1625 a t  l a t e s t .  I f  Char t  12  genu ine ly  r e f l e c t s  t h e  p h y s i c a l
order o f  t h e  leaves  i n  Purchas 's  t i m e ,  i t  shou ld  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  da te
both t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  b i nd i ng  and t h e  f o l i a t i o n  l a t e r  than  t h a t  t i m e .

Since ( a p a r t  f r o m  any a r t i f i c i a l  r e j o i n i n g s )  a l l  f i v e  s u r v i v i n g  leaves
of t h e  q u i r e  a r e  s i n g l e t o n s ,  hav ing  l o n g  s i n c e  l o s t  t h e i r  c o n j o i n t  l eaves ,
t h e i r  o rde r  when loose  may no t  have been obv ious.  The p o s i t i o n s  o f  f o l s .
55 and 54 might  o r i g i n a l l y  have been reversed by  some one who d i d  no t
rea l i ze  t h a t  each page o f  t e x t  was t o  be read w i t h  i t s  f a c i n g  p i c t u r e s :
the presence o f  t h e  c l o s i n g  t i t l e  o f  t h e  second s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e
tex t  on  f o l .  5 4 v,  r a t h e r  than  a f t e r  i t s  p i c t u r e s  on f o l .  5 5 r ,  m igh t  have
been enough t o  cause t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  two leaves .

Subsequently, i f  b y  Purchas 's  t i m e  f o l s .  5 5  5 3  were a l ready
a r t i f i c i a l l y  j o i n e d  i n t o  a  b i f o l i u m  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a  q u i r e ,  t h e i r
f u r t h e r  r e v e r s a l  would be o n l y  a  sma l l  s t e p ,  push ing  f o l .  5 5  one f u r t h e r
step back t o  i t s  present  p o s i t i o n ,  a s  i n  Char t  11 .

CHART 13.  O r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Qu i re  V I :  h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n
w/m

C 5 1  Q u i r e -s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 6 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

C 5 2

53

54

55

54v: c l o s i n g  t e x t  and t i t l e  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .

55r: c l o s i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  s e c t i o n  2 .
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Quire V I I
The change f rom s e c t i o n  2  t o  s e c t i o n  3  o f  Codex Mendoza's t e x t  co inc ides
wi th t h e  change f rom Qui re  V I  t o  Qu i re  V I I  ( a p p a r e n t l y  d e l i b e r a t e l y
contr ived by  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  l e a v e s  o f  V I  a f t e r
f o l .  5 5 )  and  w i t h  a  change f rom ' P i l g r i m '  t o  ' C r o s s '  pape r.  The s t r u c t u r e
of Qu i re  V I I  cou ld  be  accepted as  q u i t e  r e g u l a r  were i t  n o t  f o r  t r a c e s  o f
evidence between f o l s .  6 4 - 5 :  escaped th read  a t  t h e  t o p  and fragments o f
stub lower  down t h e  g u t t e r .  The appearance o f  one ( though n o t  bo th )  o f  t h e
standard q u i r e -s igna tu res  on f o l .  6 6  i m p l i e s  t h a t  f o l .  6 5  s t i l l  be longs t o
Quire V I I .  A t  l e a s t  two  recons t ruc t i ons  a r e  p o s s i b l e :
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CHART 14 :  Q u i r e  V I I ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  A
This r econs t r uc t i on  accepts  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f o l s .  56-65 i s  a

regular  q u i r e  o f  t e n  leaves ,  b u t  f a i l s  t o  exp la i n  t h e  s t u b  between 64 and
65 except  th rough  some unspec i f i ed  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  l a t e r  d is tu rbances .

w/m
Ei 5 6

57

58

E i i  5 9

E i i  6 0

thread

61

62

Ei r e v.  6 3

Ei r e v.  6 4

65

CHART 15:  Q u i r e  V I I ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  B

Quire-s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  11P; t o p  r i g h t  ' 7 '  ( c rossed  o u t ) .

Irk f f v

On t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  t e x t u a l  d i s tu rbance  between f o l s .  6 4
and 65 ,  t h i s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  assumes a  s i m i l a r l y  r e g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  o f
b i f o l i a  i n  a  q u i r e  o f  t e n  leaves ,  excep t  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n j o i n t  mate
of f o l .  5 6  was cance l led  a f t e r  f o l .  6 4  and t h a t  t h e  present  f o l .  6 5  was an
immediate replacement.

w/m
Ei 5 6

57

58

E i i  5 9

E i i  6 0

thread

61

62

Ei r e v.  6 3

Ei r e v.  6 4

65

Quire-s igna tu res :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 ' ;  t o p  r i g h t  ' 7 '  ( c i o s s e d  o u t ) .

rherc). cx, sties

Notes. Fol. 65 is creased and bunched at the
tail of the gutter, whilst fol. 56 shows no
parallel disturbance in the equivalent area.

However, the picture-cycle and text appear
continuous from fol. 64 to 65.
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CHART 16 .  Q u i r e  V I I I ,  s t a t e  a f t e r  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1986:  v i s i b l e  evidence o n l y
By 1986, t h e  l a s t  l e a f  o f  Codex Mendoza (71)  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b lank

lea f  ( 7 2 )  were  detached. I n  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  1986, t h e y  were formed w i t h
repa i r i ng  t i s s u e  i n t o  an a r t i f i c i a l  b i f o l i u m  and sewn i n  ( t h e  th read  i s
surrounded by  an  a d d i t i o n a l  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  f o l d  o f  t i s s u e ) .  T h i s
necessi tated s e t t i n g  f o l .  7 2  f u r t h e r  o u t ,  making i t s  o l d  sewing-ho les  and
con jo in t  s t u b  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .  The s t u b  a t  t h e  g u t t e r  o f  f o l .  6 8 r  was
released ( b u t  l e f t  i n  p lace) ,and  t h e  under l y ing  su r face  was repa i r ed  w i t h
t i ssue.

CHART 17.  Q u i r e  V I I I ,  presumed e a r l i e r  s t a t e ,  a f t e r  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  reb ind ing
As i n  Qu i re  V I ,  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e  was a r t i f i c i a l .  E v e r y  l e a f

except f o l .  7 0  (and 72?) was l i n e d  a t  t h e  g u t t e r  w i t h  a  s t u b  o f  t h e
f a m i l i a r  e a r l y  r e p a i r i n g -paper.  The s t u b  a t  f o l .  71v  i s  v i s i b l e  bo th  i n
the 1938 Cooper C l a r k  f a c s i m i l e ,  and  ( though perhaps a l ready  s l i g h t l y
modif ied i n  shape) i n  t h e  t ransparency made i n  1985 f o r  t h e  1992
facs im i l e ;  i t  was removed i n  1986 and rep laced w i t h  l i g h t e r  t i s s u e .  The
stub a t  f o l .  6 8 r  was re leased i n  1986, b u t  t h e  r e s t  a r e  s t i l l  s t u c k  down.
Like f o l s .  5 5  +  53 ,  f o l s .  6 7  +  68 a r e  a r t i f i c i a l l y  j o i n e d  by  a  f o l d  o f  t h e
old r e p a i r i n g -paper,  t o  fo rm t h e  c e n t r a l  b i f o l i u m  o f  t h e  made-up q u i r e
wi th a  th read  a t  t h e  g u t t e r ;  b u t  i t  i s  now imposs ib le  t o  t e l l  e x a c t l y  how
the s tubs  o f  f o l s .  6 6 v,  6 9 r  and 71v were j o i n e d  up t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e
a r t i f i c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  There  i s  no  s i g n  o f  an  o l d  s t u b  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f
f o l .  7 0 ,  b u t  i t s  r e c t o  i s  pasted a t  t h e  g u t t e r  on to  f o l .  6 9 v.

The b lank  l e a f ,  f o l .  7 2 ,  c a r r i e s  o l d  sewing-ho les  which a r e  s i m i l a r  i n
kind and p a r t l y  i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  those o f  f o l s  i - i i ,  d i f f e r i n g  f rom t h e
pos i t ions  o f  t h e  17 th -cen tury  b i n d i n g .  A l though  i t  c a r r i e s  a  d i f f e r e n t
watermark, f o l .  7 2  probab ly  dates  f rom t h e  same p e r i o d  as  f o l s .  i - i i  and
f u l f i l l e d  t h e  same f u n c t i o n ,  a s  a  f l y l e a f  a t  t h e  end o f  Codex Mendoza
( i t  now serves as  a  b lank  separa t ing  Codex Mendoza f rom t h e  second p a r t  o f
the volume).  O r i g i n a l l y ,  i t  was s e t  deeper i n t o  t h e  sewing, w i t h  a  f a i r l y
broad s t u b  which perhaps f o l d e d  around o r  i n t o  Qu i re  V I I I ;  t h e  area o f  i t s
former f o l d  c a r r i e s  t r a c e s  o f  d i s c o l o r a t i o n  which cou ld  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t
was once l i n e d  on  t h e  ou t s i de  w i t h  a  f o l d  o f  r e p a i r i n g -paper,  though
nothing o f  t h i s  now remains.

only



I t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  q u i r e - s i gna tu re ,  p r o p e r l y  ' 8 '  i n
the sequence, i s  n o t  v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  t o p  r i g h t  o f  f o l .  6 6 r  ( t h e r e  i s  a
possib le erasure  a t  about  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  b u t  y i e l d i n g  no th ing  under
u l t r a - v i o l e t  l i g h t ) .  I t s  absence - -  o r  subsequent e rasu re ,  i f  once present
could i m p l y  t h a t  i n  t h a t  system these f i n a l  l e a v e s  were regarded as  p a r t
of t h e  preceding q u i r e  ( Q u i r e  V I I ) .  I f  s o ,  t h i s  might  suggest  t h a t  t h e
17th-cen tu ry  b i nde r  had somehow c o n t r i v e d  t o  a t t a c h  these  these  leaves
together,  t o  y i e l d  a  l a r g e  q u i r e  o f  f o l s .  56-65  +  66-71 +  ?72. G iven  t h e
a r t i f i c i a l i t y  o f  such a  s t r u c t u r e  ( c h a r t  n o t  a t tempted) ,  t h i s  might  s t i l l
be poss ib l e  even w i t h  two  s e t s  o f  t h reads ,  a s  now v i s i b l e  between f o l s .
60-61 and 67-68.  However, i t  i s  dangerous t o  base t o o  much on t h e  nega t i ve
evidence o f  a  miss ing  q u i r e -s igna tu re .

Codex Mendoza

Quire V I I I ,  CHART
w/m
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CHART 18.  O r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Qu i re  V I I I :  h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n
The d i r e c t i o n  o f  mould and f e l t  s i d e s  shows t h a t  none o f  t h e  f i v e  l e a v e s

from 66 t o  70 cou ld  have been c o n j o i n t  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  and suggests t h a t
Quire V I I I  resembled e a r l i e r  q u i r e s  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  ( i . e .
perhaps o r i g i n a l l y  a  t e n - l e a f  q u i r e ,  w i t h  f o l s .  66 -70  as  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e
leaves, a l l  w i t h  t h e i r  r e c t o s  as  'mou ld '  s i d e s ) .  The e a r l i e r  system o f
quire-s igna tu res  y i e l d s  t h e  ' 7 ' -shaped s i g n  as  usua l  a t  t h e  t o p  cen t re  o f
f o l .  6 6 r  ( t h i s  t i m e  w i t hou t  t h e  l a t e r  q u i r e - s i gna tu re ,  a s  exp la ined  above) .
The l a s t  o r i g i n a l  l e a f ,  f o l .  7 1  ( ' m o u l d '  s i d e  a t  v e r s o ) ,  r e i n t r o d u c e s  a
p i l g r i m  watermark ( p a t t e r n  D ) ,  b u t  i n  y e t  ano the r  sub- v a r i e t y.  The o n l y
leaf  w i t h  which 71 i s  a t  a l l  l i k e l y  t o  have been c o n j o i n t  i s  f o l .  7 0 ,
though t h e r e  i s  some d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t e x t u r e  (perhaps due t o  t h e  l a t e r
damage).

w/m
E i i  6 6

67

E l i  6 8

F 6 9

70

D r e v.  7 1  a e " r " - - - - - - - - - - " \ orwletlieh L4',clrinln

Quire-s i gna tu re :  t o p  cen t re  ' 7 '  o n l y
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Part I I  ( f o l s .  7 3 - 8 5 ) .  Monetary t a b l e s ,  and l owe r  endpapers [CHART 19]
The t a b l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  comparat ive va lue  o f  Roman and Greek monetary standards

against t h e i r  Eng l i sh  and French equ iva len ts  o f  t h e  l a t e r  16 th  c e n t u r y.  The headings
are i n  Eng l i sh ,  and  Eng l i sh  s i l v e r  o f  1563 i s  mentioned i n  t h e  f i r s t  t a b l e  ( f o l s .  73v - 7 4 r ) .
Each o f  t h e  n i n e  t a b l e s  was w r i t t e n  across a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  sheet  ( t h e  f i r s t  s i x  a re

numbered 1 - 6  i n  e a r l y  i n k  i n  t h e  l owe r  r i g h t  c o r n e r ) .  The t a b l e s  were t hen  f o l d e d
and pasted t o g e t h e r,  a s  be low,  t o  fo rm a  clumsy book le t  w i t h i n  a  narrow f o l d  o f
parchment. A  no te  about t h e  t a b l e s ,  o n  a  sma l l e r  b i f o l i u m  ( f o l s .  8 3 - 4 ,  n o
watermark), was kep t  w i t h  them: John Greaves ques t ions  whether,  i n  v iew  o f  t h e i r
e r ro rs ,  t h e  t a b l e s  were r e a l l y  those  by  S i r  Thomas Smith p ra i sed  i n  Camden's E l i z a b e t h .

w/m
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CODEX MENDOZA: Summary reconstruction o f  binding h is tory

F i r s t  s tage  (1540s-?1560s)
Jer6nimo L6pez repor ted  hav ing  seen a  volume ' w i t h  covers  o f  parchment ' ,

s i m i l a r  t o  and perhaps i d e n t i f i a b l e  w i t h  Codex Mendoza, i n  t h e  home o f  t h e
Indian master- p a i n t e r  Franc isco  Gualpuyogualcal,  around 1541.7 However,
the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  book w i t h  Codex Mendoza i s  d i spu ted .  Codex
Mendoza i t s e l f  o f f e r s  no phys i ca l  ev idence f o r  t h e  ex is tence  o f  a  b i n d i n g
in t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  decades o r  s o  o f  i t s  ex i s tence  ( b e f o r e  and immediate ly
a f t e r  i t s  passage f rom Mexico t o  France) ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  may even con ta i n
some p o s i t i v e  c l ues  f o r  i t s  s u r v i v a l  i n  a  disbound c o n d i t i o n .

The d is turbances i n  t h e  c o l l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  - -  apparent  replacement o f
the ' t i t l e -page' a t  f o l  2 ,  and  cance l l a t i ons  o f  l eaves  a t  t h e  ends o f
Quires V I  ( a f t e r  end o f  s e c t i o n  2  a t  f o l .  55 )  and  V I I I  ( a f t e r  end o f
sect ion 3  f o l .  71 )  - -  can a l l  be  exp la ined as  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  making o f
the book, and  need no t  rep resen t  l a t e r  acc idents  o r  l osses .  However,
another c l u e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  s t a t e  o f  t h e  manuscr ipt  may l i e  i n  t h e  rough
creases which a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  sec t i ons  b u t
perhaps throughout  ( u p  t o  f o l .  7 1 ) :  t h e s e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  some p o i n t  i n
i t s  h i s t o r y  t h e  leaves  o f  Codex Mendoza had been rough ly  f o l d e d  t w i c e
over,  perhaps f i r s t  v e r t i c a l l y  and then  h o r i z o n t a l l y,  i n t o  a  q u a r t e r  o f
i t s  s i z e .  The s i m i l a r  cha rac te r  and l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  creases seem t o
ind ica te  t h a t  t h e  manuscr ipt  was t hus  f o l d e d  o v e r  a l l  t o g e t h e r,  o r  a t
least  a  few q u i r e s  a t  a  t i m e .  Such f o l d i n g  cou ld  o n l y  have been p o s s i b l e
i f  t h e  manuscr ipt  had been e i t h e r  disbound o r ,  a t  most ,  covered o n l y  i n  a
s ing le  th i ckness  o f  l i m p  parchment.

Examination o f  t h e  creases under  a  magni fy ing g l ass  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y
took p lace  a f t e r  p a i n t i n g  and w r i t i n g :  t h e r e  a r e  no  s igns  o f  t h e
disturbances i n  p a i n t -  o r  i n k - f l o w  wh ich  would have been i n e v i t a b l e  i f
brush o r  pen were be ing  app l i ed  t o  creases a l ready  present  i n  t h e  b l a n k
paper. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  creases do  n o t  seem t o  appear i n  t h e  f r o n t  endleaves
(pastedown and f o l s .  i - i i ) :  t h e s e  show v e r t i c a l  p l e a t s  which however do
not match those  o f  t h e  main t e x t - b l ock ,  and t h e i r  f a i n t  h i n t s  o f
ho r i zon ta l  i n d e n t a t i o n s  l o o k  l i k e  sympathet ic  s e t t l i n g  aga ins t  t h e  t e x t -
block r a t h e r  than  t h e  d i r e c t  e f f e c t s  o f  f o l d i n g .  The e a r l y  f l y l e a f  a t  t h e
end ( f o l  72)  shows even l e s s  s i g n  o f  c reas ing ,  excep t  aga in  perhaps v e r y
s l i g h t  ' sympathy '  marks.  These observat ions  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t e x t - b l o c k
had been f o l d e d  be fo re  these  endleaves were i n  p l ace .

The evidence o f  t h e  f o l d s  may be considered a longs ide  t h e  f u r t h e r
observat ion t h a t  t h e  ou t s i de  pages o f  Codex Mendoza's t e x t - b l ock ,  f o l s .  l r
and 71v,  a r e  browner than  t h e  i n s i d e  pages o f  t h e  manuscr ip t :  such
d i sco lo ra t i on  i s  most n a t u r a l l y  exp la ined  through t h e  absence o f  a  cove r
or any o t h e r  endleaves f o r  some cons iderab le  p e r i o d  - -  i . e .  w i t h o u t  even a
limp parchment c o v e r.  I n  conc lus ion  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  would seem t h a t  Codex
Mendoza had su rv i ved  disbound f o r  some pe r i od  o f  i t s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y,  and
during t h a t  t i m e  was rough ly  f o l d e d  ove r  t w i c e  i n t o  a  sma l l  package - -
maybe d u r i ng  a  p i r a t e  r a i d ?

Second s tage  (France,  between 1553 ( ?  a f t e r  1568) and  1587)
Whi lst  t h e  manuscr ipt  was i n  t h e  hands o f  Andre Thevet (between 1553 and

1587), i t  was e i t h e r  bound f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o r  rebound, w i t h  new
endleaves o f  p robab ly  French paper  a t  bo th  ends (upper  pastedown, f o l s .  i -
i i ,  7 2 ) .  The p a r a l l e l s  between t h e  endleaves'  ma in  watermark ( p a t t e r n  G)
and French watermarks o f  t h e  1570s, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  apparent l a t eness  o f
the Thevet s i gna tu re  on what i s  now t h e  upper pastedown, may i n d i c a t e

' Tr a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  passage quoted by  H. B .  N icho lson  i n  h i s
con t r i bu t i on  t o  t h e  1992 f a c s i m i l e ,  v o l .  I ,  p p .  1 - 11 ,  a t  pp .  1 - 2 .
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that  he  had i t  bound l a t e r  r a t h e r  than  e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  p e r i o d  o f  ownership,
maybe o n l y  a f t e r  1568/9 when he  assumed t h e  t i t l e  'Cosmographe du r o i ' .
The date  1571, w r i t t e n  i n  an i n s c r i p t i o n  i n  m i r r o r  w r i t i n g  on t h e  l a s t
page o f  Codex Mendoza ( f o l .  71v )  may a l s o  be r e l e v a n t ,  though t h e  r e s t  o f
i t  i s  t o o  h e a v i l y  crossed o u t  t o  be l e g i b l e .  T h i s  b i nd i ng  must have dated
from be fo re  t h e  passage t o  England i n  1587, s i n c e  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  bear ing
tha t  da te  i s  w r i t t e n  on f o l .  i i  ve rso .  The f i r s t  sys tem o f  ' 7 ' -shaped
qui re-s igna tu res  most l i k e l y  da tes  f rom t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  b i n d i n g .

Third s tage  (England,  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y,  between  c. 1655 and 1665)
The present  b i n d i n g  o f  parchment o v e r  pasteboards e v i d e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t e s

a second ( o r  t h i r d )  b i n d i n g ,  made i n  England i n  t h e  17 th  cen tu ry  as  t h e
watermarks o f  t h e  l ower  endleaves i n d i c a t e .  I t  i nco rpo ra tes  t h e  separate
English manuscr ipt  on  monetary t a b l e s  which c o n s t i t u t e s  P a r t  I I  ( f o l s .  7 3 -
84). No a u t h o r ' s  name i s  a t tached t o  t h e  t a b l e s ,  b u t  an a t t r i b u t i o n  t o  S i r
Thomas Smith (1513-77) i s  assumed (and d isputed)  i n  t h e  a t tached no te  a t
f o l .  8 3 r  by  t h e  Oxford mathematic ian,  John Greaves (1602-52) ,  and  a l s o
appears i n  e a r l y  cata logue- e n t r i e s  ( see  be low) .  The t a b l e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y
on t h e  same s u b j e c t  and o f  t h e  same cha rac te r  as  S i r  Thomas Smi th ' s
'Tables o f  Money' ,  pub l i shed  i n  an appendix t o  h i s  L i f e  by  John St rype,8
but t h e y  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l ,  and  a r e  f u r t h e r  e labora ted  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l
quotat ions which do  no t  appear i n  S t r y p e ' s  p r i n t e d  v e r s i o n .  The watermarks
and s c r i p t  o f  P a r t  I I  suggest t h a t  i t  m ight  be  e a r l y  17 th  c e n t u r y,
somewhat l a t e r  than  S i r  Thomas Smi th ' s  own t i m e .

The d i s t u rbed  o r d e r  o f  l eaves  i n  Qu i re  V I  o f  Codex Mendoza, a s  compared
wi th t h e  o r d e r  o f  p i c t u r e s  reproduced i n  Purchas 's  e d i t i o n  o f  1625, may
ind ica te  i n  i t s e l f  t h a t  t h e  r eb i nd i ng  t o o k  p lace  l a t e r  than  Purchas 's
study o f  t h e  manuscr ip t .  The second s e r i e s  o f  q u i r e -s ignatures  and t h e
f o l i a t i o n  sequence a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  belong t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  r e b i n d i n g ,  a s
probably do a l s o  most o r  a l l  o f  t h e  r e p a i r i n g -guards o f  t h i c k  paper ( s t u b s
(a)- ( d ) ,  e t c . ) .

The volume i t s e l f  seems t o  con ta in  no  d i r e c t  ev idence t o  a l l o w  c l o s e r
dat ing o f  t h e  present  b i n d i n g ;  d a t i n g  f rom t h e  watermarks o f  t h e  l owe r
endleaves i s  i nconc lus i ve .  The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  would seem t o  be e i t h e r  ( a )
tha t  t h e  b i n d i n g  was made between c .  1625 and 1654, most  l i k e l y  f o r  John
Selden ( d .  3 0  Nov. 1654) ,  o r  p o s s i b l y,  s i n c e  h i s  da te  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  i s
uncer ta in ,  f o r  an immediate ly  p rev ious  owner; o r  ( b )  t h a t  t h e  manuscr ipt
was bound a f t e r  Se lden 's  dea th ,  perhaps soon a f t e r  o r  maybe even be fo re
i t s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  Bodle ian between 1655 and 1659. Many o f  Se lden 's
pr in ted  books and manuscr ipts were rebound around t h i s  t i m e ;  however,  such
bindings a r e  u s u a l l y  recogn izab le  as  modest b ind ings  covered i n  brown
lea ther  ( c a l f ? ) ,  w i t h  a  s imp le  f i l l e t  d e c o r a t i o n . 9  The parchment b i n d i n g ,
though modest and w i t hou t  deco ra t i on ,  does n o t  seem e n t i r e l y  cons i s t en t
wi th these .

The evidence o f  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry  l i s t s  o f  Se lden 's  books would appear t o
confirm t h a t  t h e  amalgamation o f  P a r t s  I  and I I  t o o k  p lace  a f t e r  h i s
death. A  handwr i t ten  ca ta logue o f  h i s  p r i n t e d  books and manuscr ipts (now
MS. Selden Supra 111)  was prepared soon a f t e r  h i s  death and be fo re  t h e i r
a r r i v a l  i n  Bodley,  perhaps i n  1655 w h i l s t  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  was s t i l l  housed
at h i s  London res idence,  Ca rme l i t e  House (home o f  E l i z a b e t h ,  Countess o f
Kent). Codex Mendoza i s  t h e r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  f o r  books ' I n  t h e

°John S t r ype ,  The L i f e  o f  t h e  lea rned  S i r  Thomas Smith . . . ,  new edn . ,
Oxford 1820 [ f i r s t  p r i n t e d  London 1698] ,  p p .  263-273 (Appendix V ) .

9See B .  C .  Ba rke r -Ben f i e l d  i n  The works o f  Geo f f rey  Chaucer and The
Kingis Qua i r :  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  Bodle ian L i b r a r y,  Ox fo rd ,  MS. A r c h .  Se lden.
B. 2 4 ,  e d s .  J u l i a  Bo f fey  & A .  S .  G .  Edwards, Cambridge: D .  S .  Brewer,
1997, p p .  3 1 - 4 .
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Furthermost Roome b u t  one Westwards: '  ( f o l s .  121v-128 r ) ,  i n  t h a t  room's
f i n a l  bookpress headed ' F ' .  S e c t i o n  ' F '  c o n t a i n s  88 numbered i t ems ,  o f
which nos .  31-88  appear under t h e  subheading ' L i b r i  A r a b : ' .  Most  o f  F ' s
books a r e  indeed o r i e n t a l  ( i f  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  A r a b i c ) ,  10 b u t  Codex Mendoza
appears a t  no .  5 1  ( f o l .  1 2 7 v ) :  ' H i s t o r i a  Mexicana Hispanica cum F i g u r i s
f o l ' .  Ms '  T h i s  corresponds a lmost  e x a c t l y  t o  t h e  17 th -cen tu ry
i n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  Codex Mendoza, f o l .  i i r ,  'MS.  f o '  and  ' H i s t o r i a  Mexicana,
Hispanice. Cum f i g u r i s ,  q u a s i  h i e r o g l y p h i c i s . '

This ca ta logue- e n t r y  makes no  mention o f  t h e  monetary t a b l e s  o f  P a r t  I I ,
and indeed t h e  heading a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  ' F '  ( f o l .  126v)  r eads  'Bookes
unbound.' :  i t  seems l i k e l y ,  though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  t h i s
heading ought  t o  app ly  t o  a l l  88  books l i s t e d  be low.  The word 'Unbound' ,
i f  genu ine ly  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Codex Mendoza, ough t  never the less  t o  have
included a t  l e a s t  t h e  paper f l y l e a v e s  o f  t h e  16 th -cen tu ry  French b i n d i n g ,
since t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  p resent  t o d a y,  and might  perhaps be  s t re t ched  t o
cover a t  l e a s t  a  l i m p  b i nd i ng .

Some leaves  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  ca ta logue had l i s t e d  manuscr ipts ' I n  t h e  roome
at t h e  l o n g  end o f  t h e  L i b r a r i e '  ( f o l .  1 0 3 r  f f . ) .  A t  S h e l f  ' C '  presumably
of t h a t  room, under  t h e  heading ' E n g l i s h  Manusc r ip ts : '  ( f o l .  1 0 9 r ) ,  I t e m  6
comprised ' E n g l i s h  & Roman Standards Compared, f o :  M : S : ' .  T h i s  t i t l e
seems an  app rop r ia te  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  Pa r t  I I  ( t h e  heading o f  t h e  f i r s t
tab le  a t  f o l .  7 3 v  s t a r t s  ' The  f i r s t  Romane Standerd o f  S i l v e r  . . . ' ) ,  and
the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  conf i rmed b y  t h e  appearance o f  t h e  number ' 6 ' ,
bo ld ly  w r i t t e n  i n  i n k  a t  t h e  t o p  cen t re  o f  f o l .  7 3 r . "

The two  Pa r t s  a r e  descr ibed t o g e t h e r,  p l a i n l y  a l ready  as  one volume, i n
an e a r l y  l i s t  o f  John Se lden 's  manuscr ipts ( L i b r a r y  Records b .  4 7 5 ) ,  i n  a
sect ion headed ' L i b r i  MS L a t i n i  e t  Graec i  i n  f o l .  e t c '  ( f o l s .  20v - 2 1 r ) :

' H i s t o r i a  Mexicana cum f i g u r i s  q ( u a ) s i  h i e r o g l y p h i c i s .
w ( i ) t h  Sr  T h :  Smi th  Tab les  o f  va lues  o f  Roman & g r :  coynes . '
( f o l .  2 0 v,  C o l .  I ,  t h i r d  i t e m  i n  unnumbered l i s t )

Parts o f  t h i s  ca ta logue,  i n c l u d i n g  f o l s .  l r - 7 v  and t h e  l i s t  on  f o l s .  20v -
21r, a r e  i n  t h e  handwr i t i ng  o f  Thomas Lockey,  who, a s  Bod ley ' s  L i b r a r i a n
in  1660-65, was respons ib le  f o r  l i s t i n g  and a r rang ing  Se lden 's  b o o k s . "

' ° I tems 85-87 r e f e r  t o  a  ' R o t u l u s ' ,  ' L i b e r '  and Volume(n) '  i n
h ie rog lyph ics ,  w i t h  which i t  i s  tempt ing  t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  Selden R o l l
(MS. A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  7 2 ( 3 ) )  and  ( w i t h  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  e n t r y )  Codex
Selden (MS. A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  2 ) :  b u t  what was t h e  t h i r d  i tem?

" A l s o  on f o l .  7 3 r ,  b u t  w e l l  away a t  t h e  c e n t r e  l e f t  on  t h e  broad
parchment guard ,  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  ' M ' [ ? ]  i n  i n k .  A l though  t h i s  does n o t
correspond t o  t h e  ' C '  o f  n o .  6 ' s  s h e l f ,  t h i s  cou ld  never the less  be
another s h e l f - l e t t e r :  s i m i l a r  matches between volume-numbers i n  t h e
catalogue's l i s t i n g s ,  a l ongs ide  d i f f e r i n g  s h e l f - l e t t e r s ,  o c c u r  w i t h
other Selden manuscr ip ts ,  s e e  B.  C .  Ba rke r -Ben f i e l d ,  o p  c i t .  s u p r a ,  p .
31 and n .  8 .  The exp lana t ion  must be  s imp ly  t h a t  t h e  shelves were
a l loca ted d i f f e r e n t  l e t t e r s  a t  some p o i n t ,  w h i l s t  t h e i r  con ten ts
reta ined t h e  same o r d e r.

12A p e n c i l  n o t e  i n  t h e  hand o f  R ichard  Hunt (1908-79) a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f
L ib ra ry  Records b .  475 ( f o l .  l r )  r eads  ' T h e  f i r s t  t w e l v e  pages a r e
w r i t t e n  by  Sr  Matthew Hale and p .  [ l e f t  b l a n k ] ' .  A l though  t h i s  p l a i n l y
ind ica tes  t h e  hand o f  f o l s .  l r - 7 v  (and hence a l s o  t h a t  o f  20v- 2 1 r ) ,  t h e
hand i s  n o t  H a l e ' s  b u t  Lockey 's .  T h i s  emerges th rough comparison w i t h  a
cer ta in  example o f  Lockey 's  handwr i t i ng  i n  h i s  s igned l e t t e r  t o
Archbishop Sheldon o f  15  J u l y  [1664]  a t  MS. Tanner  338, f o l s .  1 8 0 r -181v
Lockey's s c r i p t  i s  f a i r l y  l a r g e  and c l e a r ,  b u t  s l i g h t l y  awkward; h i s
ampersand i s  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  a s  a r e  h i s  f i n a l  ' e '  and  t h e  descenders o f  ' p '
and ' y ' .  W h i l s t  t h e  l i s t s  a r e  w r i t t e n  somewhat l e s s  c a r e f u l l y  t h a n  t h e
formal l e t t e r ,  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  t h e  same hand.
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A second cata logue o f  s i m i l a r  e a r l y  da te  ( L i b r a r y  Records b .  474)  i s
also assoc ia ted w i t h  Lockey 's  l i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  though i n  a  number o f
d i f f e r e n t  hands. I t  l i s t s  t h e  ma te r i a l s  more d e f i n i t e l y  a s  she lved i n  Duke
Humfrey's L i b r a r y,  under  t h e  more e x p l i c i t  genera l  t i t l e  ' The  Catalogue o f
Mr: Seldens bookes a t  t h e  West end o f  S r :  T h :  Bodleys L i b r a r y '  ( f o l .  i
verso).  The two  p a r t s  o f  t h e  manuscr ipt  a r e  descr ibed  t oge the r  i n  s i m i l a r
terms under  t h e  heading 'MS Graec i  e t  l a t e .  i n  f o l i o '  ( f o l .  7 v ,  n o t  i n
Lockey's hand) :  ' H i s t ( o r i ) a  Mexicana cum f i g u r i s  i pso rum,  w i t h  Sr  Tho :
Smith's Tab les  o f  Roman & greek  Coyns' .  T h i s  ca ta logue i s  f ragmentary,  b u t
survives complete i n  another  contemporary t r a n s c r i p t ,  MS. Add.  C .  4 0 ,
where Codex Mendoza i s  en te red  under t h e  same heading and w i t h  t h e  same
wording a t  p .  3 5 .  The genera l  t i t l e  o f  MS. Add .  C .  4 0  ( p .  x i i )  r e a d s  ' A
Catalogue o f  t h e  books g i ven  b y  Mr Seldens Executors t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  t h e
Un ive rs i t y  o f  O x f o r d : ' .

The cata logue evidence proves t h a t  t h e  two p a r t s  now bound t o g e t h e r  as
MS. A r c h .  Se lden.  A .  1  were s t i l l  separate  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  John Se lden 's
death i n  1654, a s  cata logued i n  London i n  1655(?) ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  were
l i s t e d  t o g e t h e r  by  Thomas Lockey du r i ng  h i s  p e r i o d  as  Bod ley ' s  L i b r a r i a n ,
before h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  on 29 Nov. 1665.  However, w i t h i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  i t  i s
not c l e a r  where t h a t  b i n d i n g  t o o k  p lace ,  whether  i n  London between c .  1655
and 1659, o r  i n  Oxford between c .  1655 and 1665. Du r i ng  t h a t  decade, a
great d e a l  o f  a c t i v i t y  had taken  p lace  ove r  Se lden 's  books, t o  ensure t h e
safe t r a n s f e r  o f  most o f  them t o  Oxford and t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  on t h e
shelves a t  t h e  f a r  end o f  Duke Humfrey's L i b r a r y.  P a r t  o f  t h a t  process had
involved b i n d i n g  t oge the r  va r i ous  t h i n  manuscr ipts o f  ' b o o k l e t '  t h i c k n e s s
i n t o  l a r g e r  volumes, a p p a r e n t l y  on no  o t h e r  bas i s  t han  t h a t  o f
approximately matching s i z e .  I t  was t h i s  process,  f o r  example, wh ich  l e f t
the 15 th -cen tu ry  'Se lden  Caro l  Book'  bound up n o t  o n l y  w i t h  an 8 t h -cen tu ry
lea f  o f  Gregory 's  Pas to ra l  Care bu t  a l s o  w i t h  a  p l a y  o f  t h e  1630s,
Wi l l iam C a r t w r i g h t ' s  The R o y a l l  S lave :  w i t h  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  p ieces ,  t h e s e
were assembled i n  one o f  t h e  b ind ings  o f  brown l e a t h e r  t o  fo rm t h e
composite volume now shelfmarked as  MS. A r c h .  Se lden.  B .  2 6 .

The exact  da tes  o f  t r a n s f e r  f o r  Se lden 's  manuscr ipts a r e  p rob lemat ic .
I t  would appear t h a t  some reached Oxford i n  1655 and t h a t  o t h e r s  d i d  n o t
a r r i v e  u n t i l  1659 w i t h  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y,  b u t  t h e r e  a re  no  separate
l i s t i n g s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t hese ;  and many o the rs  never  reached Oxford .
Because o f  problems w i t h  John Se lden 's  w i l l ,  t h e  d i sposa l  o f  h i s  books
became i n  e f f e c t  t h e  dec i s i on  o f  h i s  executors ,  amongst whom S i r  Matthew
Hale (1609-76) t o o k  t h e  most a c t i v e  p a r t .  I t  i s  n o t  imposs ib le  t h a t  Ha le
could have ordered some t i d y i n g ,  i n  t h e  way o f  b i n d i n g  up t h e  l oose
mater ia ls ,  b e f o r e  Ox fo rd ' s  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  manuscr ipts  was t r a n s f e r r e d .
Otherwise, however,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  brown- l e a t h e r  b ind ings  can be matched
with those  o f  non-Selden books which can be  shown t o  have been bound a t
Oxford i n  t h e  1650s-1660s, even i f  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t hese  and o f  Codex
Mendoza's parchment b i n d i n g  a r e  perhaps t o o  p l a i n  f o r  d e f i n i t i v e  l o c a t i o n .

Fourth s tage  (Ox fo rd ,  Bod le ian  Conservat ion Workshop, 1985-6)
Over t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  o r  s o  o f  t h e  manuscr ip t ' s  p e r i o d  a t

Oxford, f r e q u e n t  hand l i ng  may have r e s u l t e d  i n  va r i ous  runn ing  r e p a i r s .  A
systematic programme o f  m ino r  r e p a i r s ,  n o t  i n v o l v i n g  major  p u l l i n g  o r
rebinding,  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  1985-6, a s  descr ibed above. F o l s .  I  and I I
were added t o  p rov ide  f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  t h e  f r o n t  i n  1986.


