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Caedmon's Hymn
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Caedmon's Hymn

Nu scylun hergan    hefaenricaes uard

Metudaes Maecti    end his modgidanc

Uerc uulderfadr    sue he uundra gihaues

eci dryctic,    or astelidae;

he aerist scop    aelda barnum

heben til hrofe,     haleg scepen,

tha middumgeard    moncynnaes uard;

eci dryctin    aefter tiadae

firum foldu,    frea allmectig.

Translation by Dr. Francis Leneghan

 Now we must praise    heaven-kingdom’s ward,

the measurer’s might    and His courageous thought,

the work of  the glory-father    just as He, for every wonder,

eternal Lord     established in the beginning;

He first shaped     for the sons of  men    

Heaven as a roof     holy shaper

and then Middle-earth    mankind’s ward;

eternal Lord    afterwards created

for the Men on Earth,    Lord almighty.

Text
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