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NOTES

1. Massignon perceived an influence of theology :‘Le sujet en architecture, ce sont
des formes géométriques, mais des formes géométriques ouvertes. 11y a la
exactement, la figuration sensible de la théorie de théologie dogmatique que tpus les
théologiens musulmans ont soutenues des le début, a savoir que les figures et les
formes n’existent pas, et sont incessament recréés par Dieu.’ (‘Les méthodes de
réalisation artistique des peuples de ’Islam,’ p. 149; Syria, II, 1921, pp. 47-53 and
149-160.) Unfortunately this interesting suggestion is not followed up; presumably,
Massignon had in mind Mu‘tazilite and Ash‘arite thought, but gives the impression

he felt such precepts to be influential from the beginning of Islam.
2. Hughes, Shock, 1980 ed., p. 406.

3. See, for example, his claims for the universal nature of symbols, in T.

Burckhardt, Art of Islam, London, 1976, p. 93 and passim.

4. A. Contadini, ‘The Kitab Mandfi‘ al-Hayawan in the Escorial Library,” Islamic

Art, 111, 1988-9, pp. 33-52, figs. 1-17.

5. I.R. Netton, Allah transcendent, London, 1989, p. 236.

6. M. Baxendall, Patterns of intention, New Haven and London, 1985, p. 103.
7. Ibid.

8. Ibid.
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Notes
9. E.H. Gombrich, ‘Aims and limits of iconology’ in Symbolic images, Oxford,

1985, p. 6.

10. P. Mondrian, Plastic art and pure plastic art, 1937, p. 357, p. 362, in Chipp,

H.B., Theories of modern art, Berkeley, 1968.

11. Hughes, Shock, p. 207.

12. e.g. R. Hillenbrand, ‘The symbolism of the rayed nimbus in early Islamic art,’

in Cosmos, 2, 1986, pp. 1-52.

13. E. Dodd, The image of the word, vol.1, and, with E. Khairallah, vol.IlI, Beirut,
1981, and see also a recent article by F.B. Flood, ‘The Iconography of Light in the

Monuments of Mamluk Cairo’, Cosmos, pp. 169-193.

14. O. von Simson, The Gothic cathedral, London, 1956, p. vii.

15. C. Rudolph, Artistic change at S. Denis, Princeton, 1990, pp. 7-8.
16. Ibid., pp. 61-2.

17. Ibid., p. 33.

18. P. Crone, and M. Cook, Hagarism, Cambridge, etc., 1977, pp. 21-7.
19. Ibid.

20. J. Bloom, Minaret, symbol of Islam, Oxford, 1989 (Oxford studies in Islamic

art, VII).

21. The publication of Oleg Grabar’s The mediation of ornament came so recently
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Notes

that I was unable to include a discussion of it in this section. It is ‘an attempt to deal
with the procedures of the history of art without calling into play theories, methods
and paradigms developed in other fields allegedly rich in methodological concerns.’
To this end, Prof. Grabar sets up his own definitions of a basic critical vocabulary.
His definition of ‘sign’, is ‘that which denotes something and can usually be
demonstrated to be correctly or falsely identified or understood.’” His working
definition of ‘symbol’ is ‘a term that connotes meanings that are often tied to a time,
a place, or a category of patronage, even possibly a single individual, and that are

not necessarily acceptable to all.” (Preface, xxiv.)
22. T. Burckhardt, Art of Islam, language and meaning, London, 1976, p. 77.

23. M. Foucault has discussed the hermeneutic approach in European thought,
culminating in the view of Paracelsus that ‘the face of the world is covered with
blazons, ciphers and obscure words’ (The order of things, London, 1970, p. 27).
This tradition seeks some point of similitude between the object and the concept
which it signifies, since god has marked his creation for recognition so that, in
Foucault’s words: ‘To search for a meaning is to bring to light a resemblance’

(ibid., p. 29).
24. Mishkdt, p. 69 and see Gairdner, pp. 129-130.

25. OnC;  9and the symbol in Arabic thought, see al-Azmeh’s chapter on

signification, pp. 107-145, and esp. pp. 134-5.

22. A. Daoulatli, ‘Le mihrab: signe ou symbole?,’ p. 77, in Le mihrab dans
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Iarchitecture et g religion musulmane. Actes du colloque international tenu & Paris
en mai 1980, publiés et pourvus d’une étude d’introduction générale par Alexandre

Papadopoulo, Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1988, pp. 76-82.

27. Al-Azmeh, pp. 123-35.

28. S.H. Nasr, An introduction to Islamic cosmological doctrines, [U.K.], 1978, p.

10.
29. E.I. 1, s.v. tashbih, by R. Strohmann.

30. Grabar, Formation, chapter 3, ‘The symbolic appropriation of the land,” pp. 43-
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