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work that ranked, in style and structure, al.ove the prosaic utilitarian
works of, say, Thomas Gouge, and, to some extent, the .nore influential
English devotional authors. For certainly Edwards was a writer fully
conscious of his literary powers. A poet is seldom blind to the brilliance

of his own best creations.

The Specimen was aimed to appeal to prosperous men who were
ready to finance the work of the Welsh Trust, men under whose patronage
Edwards prepared editions of edifying books for the Welsh poor. The

Puritan flavour of Fatherly Instructions probably captured a wide non--

conformist audience in both England and Wales. Gildas Minimus, of

course, reached the same hands. The only bond that unites Edwards's
works is that they were all designed in one way or another to convey the
truths of the unfeigned faith.

Charles Edwards can not easily be 'typed' as an author - he
does not belong strictly with the orthodox Christian historians nor with the
authors of devotional works. Theologically, too, it is difficult to place him.

He himself in the Testimony alludes to the fact that he both 'went to hear

the Conformists in publick', and 'joyned in private Worship' with the
dissenters. 42 This certainly does not mean that Edwards was an
unprincipled person, easily swayed. Rather it is nearer the truth to say

that his belief in the essential unity ofthe Church of the True Faith was
































































































































































































































































































































































































































