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so typically Byzantine there can be no possib1e hesitation in 

dating it before the arrival of the Crusaders: very little of 

its walls remain. 

Going further East, the site of Turbessel (Tell Bahar 

1 :.? Ji ) is entirely laid waste. There had been once a little 

castle on a mound, . but only a few stones of a square tower 
• 

are left. At B* (Bir djik ~r) on the Euphra e · is a 
{ X y. ) 

fortress which would be typically Byzantine if the Arabs under 
I\ 

Malek es, Zahir had not rebuilt the high towers looking so.utl1• 

ward : and the huge castle of Edessa (Urfa liJ,l Rages) i lso 
(xx1) 

Byzantine with Arab additions. The rock moat, over 500 :feet 
bO A 

long, with an ave a e pth of 40J feet, and a width of 30 

feet is too hug aw for the Latins ever to have undertak n 

in tl1eir insecure tenure of' the place : besides we have town 

walls tolerably per~ect, and unquestionably Byzantine, and 

the Crusaders appear to have maintained a semi-Byzantine 

administration during the few years they held the province. 

It is important, 

Syria, to notice 

having regard to other cast1es 
(x X t) 

the pier of rock ~le~t standing 

i1~ Northern 

in the moat 

when the rest was excavated: its purpose was to support the 

centre of . timber bridge, and to make it high enough it was 

necessary to cap it with masonry: the only large woo to be 

found in Edessa towday is the poplar-tree, and a long beam of 

this is _quite untrustworthy, even in the far less trying · 

strain of the roof of a native hut. In Europe a draw~b idg 
• 
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could b m de quite long without any sacrifice of stability, 

-(~;.,. · J, and therefore the moat pier was not required. One example 

however is to be found at Toncquedec in Brittany, in work of 

the fourteenth cent ry. 

In Rum Kalaat ( - - (" J; ) another stronghold of Edessa 

the only sign of Latin occupation is in the form of the 

grooves for a portcullis. · For some reason th Byzantines never 

used this defence for a gateway with any frequency. They 
' 

knew of it of course, for it is described by Vegetius, and 

found in action in Pompeii and the Great Pyramid; and judg~ 

ing from .their pr~ctice European castle-builders found them 

profitable. In the East they may be ,taken invariably as 

tokens of European infiuence. 

• 

These cast1 s are a little disappointing, but there is 
. . 

one great castle , depending on Antioch, that o~ Saone 

(Sahyun u "~ ) which, taken a a whole, is probably th 

finest xample of military architecture in Syria. Like the 

other castles in the North the remains are very largely of 
• 

the Byzantine period, but added to in a very definite and 
• 

very evid nt fashion by the crusaders. Th castle is bu11t 
(1--i.) 

on a narrow ridge,~ isolated from its neighbours on each sid 

by being placed in the sharp angle of two streams just about 
~ 

to meet. The valleys on this side and on that ar extremely 

narrow, and some ~our hundred feet deep. Across one or them 

half way up had been thro,m a bridge, leading to a road cut 
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in the cli fac over what in winter is a impassable torrent. 

From th br · ge the way into the castle leas through a rock 

- moat isolating the end of the promontory, and al.ong the further 

side of the ridge, to a gate nearly midway in the Southern ,,, 

i 

fac of t1ie fortress ( ~°""" 'l."1.- ·. ~el ~~ ) - It is unfort nate 

that the section of this gate in Rey is entirely misleading. 

There is no portcul is, and no machicoulis above, but the 

doorway is sunk a f winches within the face of the wall, and 

.this depression carried up to a height of some 30 feet, in a 

shallow blind arch. The plan of the castle given by him, and 

repeated here ( \J~ L-'l. ) with the more obvious corrections, 
• 

- \. Ci» -•=-• also apparently hurried : 
-

i ·s of- such oolossa1 

1 size, and so deeply set in inhospitable 
J 

hills that a complete 

examtnation of it is a matter of som ex rtion and discomfort. 

- Rey's sketch of the great rock moat minimises its very strik• 

ing proportions; and his description is vague and inadequate. 

Th Byzantine work, which includes all but the great square 

keep marked E (~.Q."""- CJ.. <ll J is in plan just like any ordinary 

Byzantine work, though of very exceptional quality. The moat 

in part'icul.ar is in p1aces over a hundred :feet in width, and 

the 

its 

pinnaclw to support the bridge stands 110 feet high with 
l 14- ♦l<"zs') 

cap of masonr~ . The whole moat is very beautifully carved 
. 

out of the rock, and its sid have generally been finished to 

a comparativ ly smooth surface. It separated the castle. from 

the broad r part of the ridge, the part th - runs up into the 

.Jebel Daryous. 
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Th keep of the Latin owners o~ Saone is_how ver of mor 

particular interest. One of a fairly numerous class in Syri , 

it bears a distinct resemblance to the keep o North~west 

Eu.rope, only modified to suit the local conditions. (~~~..x~) 

In Eu.rope no· keep was vaulted above the basement• in Syria 

ther was no other way of maki ,g a roof. When so large a 

building was stone-vaulted, however, the height of the European 

keeps b came im.possibl : the architect of Couey could build a 

vaulte·d keep of four stories, but notso the architect of the 

early 12th century. With the abolition of the upper stories 

went natural1y the entrance by ladder or forebuilding on the 

first floor. .• 

Square keeps are to ba found in Syria at Saone in Antioch, 

at Chastel Blanc, Chaste1 Rouge, Botron and Gib1et in Tripoli 

and at Beaufort, Banias, 

This one at Saone is the 

and possibly Caesarea in the kingdom. 
(Y:t.v- ,,.17) 

moat massive: in form it is roughly 
/\ 

a square of about 90 feet each way: the height is ?6 feet, 
(1) 

and the thickness of tha wa1ls in the first ~loor some 22 feet. 

The entrance is on . the ground leve1 by a very small door-way, 

closed only by a hinged gate. The keep at Giblet, prob bly 

the latest in data, is the only one that has a portc·u1lis of 

those in Syria: and in Europe also a portcu111s in a keep . 
............. __ .... ~ ........ __ _ ....... _. ..... -------- ----------------- -----------
(1) There is a lusty colony of snakes on the ground noor 

preventing exact measurement, above all since it i - in 
total darkness. 

I: 

Cl) 
Q) 
.c 
(..) 
C ---
"I"""-

E 
(..)_ 



• • 

, 

, 

-. 

.. . ~ 

• , 

,.. .. 

' l •; 
• I ,. .. ' 

, 

• 

GretagMacbeth ™ ColorChecker Color Rendition Chart cm 

11 1111111 

<5 
<oJ 

' • • • 
' ' • 
' .. .. 

l 
l 
• . 

• 
\ • • • 

I • 

,· ·' 4-, 
•• 

~· 

4 f : . ' . ) 
: > I • . 
• • • • • .. 
' • • • • • • • 

J • : , 
• :. 

\ ...... _. 

• • .. 
• • 
• i 
• 
\ .. 
• • .. 
' • • 
t 

....... __,,...--··-· ....... -... _,. ---.. -- ·-... 

I t.H&,._, ... ltl'11,ul l I\ 111\\!"\ \'\~\"\\ 
fU TO • ~ .. , • ....,, • 

... ,,,"i"", '· ·~ 
,, 'I J, >, ' ~ 
' ~ f , , 
.\. 

1 inches 1 

I I I I I I I I I I 

.. 
4. 0, 
"J. ..... 

~ «:J N 
J- If...) 
(d .. 

~ ~ 

. 
')( 
)C 

,.J. 
t1.. 

~ 
tu 
~ 



GretagMacbeth TM ColorChecker Color Rendition Chart cm 1 inches 1 ..... 
11111111!1 I I I I I 1 1111111 



~ 

GretagMacbeth TM ColorChecker Color Rendition Chart cm 1 inches 1 
P .;: I 

11 1111111 l1l1l1l1l1l1l1l1 



• 32 

OifA 
is a rarityf The gateway gives on a f1ight of steps, leading 

in the thickness of the wall to the first f1oor. Each storey 

is stoneNvaul.ted, on one huge pierc9 in the centre nine feat 

squar. The upper room is well lighted, by windows of reason• 

able size, and has garderobes and withdrawing rooms, like any 

keep in Normandy. A staircase in one corner leads in the wall 

to the roof, which is surrounded with a parapet on low arches, 

pierced with 1oops. This parapet is Byzantine in design, though 

if, as seems probable, some lord of Sicily drew the plan of 

the keep, he may have copied buil.dipgs standi11g in hi home : 

in other words· this parapet of the keep need not necessarily be 

a copy of the parapet of the Byzantine curtain wall just below. 

The straight staircases, and the dra~tad b1ocks of which the 

tower is built are of course not European features. The 

crusaders brought with them to Syria their architects, who 

also acted as chief masons: but the mass of the work must 

have been done by the natives of the country, the Syrians 
. 

accustomed to bui1d Greek fortresses. They naturally adopted 

their own technique in doorways and staircases, and ways o~ 

dressing stone, but their .secondary position i evident. The 

keep form 

From 

. 

owes nothing to the Greeks. 
r .l .)I , . 

Saone A,A:lq;ih-wards to Torte-- (Tartus ~)) there 

are no ear1y Latin fortresses: and Torto a its f i one 

half Byzantine, and the other ha1f destroyed. · Rey's p1ans (21) 

give far more than can be seen to•day on the sp ~, for Tartus 
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is nourishing, and heavy wal1s and rock-ditches are incon­

veniences in a growing seaport. The great square tower,which 

he marks within the innermost line of defence, is quite im­

pos ib1e to get at to~day, thanks to the existence of the 

harem of the governor above it: what one can see from the 

streets suggests rather only two towers on the seawfront. 0~ 

cour e forty years ago there may have bean mor to find, but 

Rey's facts are sometimes persuaded to keep pace with l1is 

jmagination, when the resu ts are disastrous. The North gate . 
' 

of the city, which he describes, is standing however just as 

he let it- . one of the most interesting gate-ways in the 

Latin Ea·· t ( R~ . ~- 2 13 ) It (appear~ to be) 13th cent ry, but 

ther can be no question as to the 1arge 

remains in the two great walls of the town. 

ount of Byzantine 

Half a dozen miles south1Nard of Torto a lies Chastel 

Rouge (Kalaat Yahmur r ,,I-~ ) a fortress without a history, 

and in its present condition an architectural enigma. It 
( XXX) 

stands Ain a 1eve1 plain, one of the very fe fiat places of 

orthern Syria, without any natural advantages of position 

whatever: there may have been ditche around it once, but 
. 

if so 1 they have been filled in completely, so that probably 
I 

they were never very large. The castle is compose of a 
( 3~) 

quare of wall , with rectangular ang1e towers. Two of the 
" 

towers are corbell,ed out, but not pierced for machicoulis • 
• 

So far the work could lay claim to Byzantine origin. Within 
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this very small square of walls however is a Latin keep, of 

very considerable dimensions, and most solidly bui1t. It 
-. . . . ( 1 ) 

fills up nearly all the space with .the ~ containing wall and 
" therefore -to this extent looks like an after thought. Further 

the entrance. to-the keep is on the first floor, which proves 

that some building in front was understood when the keep was 

planned. There is now a kind of terrace on the Western aide 
'\ 

of the keep, but not enough of it is visi.ble to determine ex-­

actly whether it is the original arrangement or not. ( 3~) 

Otherwise the keep is not unl~ike saone. The battlements 

are (or were) similar 
• 

and the scheme of 

vau.1 ting a1so corresponds. The stair.s up are straight, but 

begin in the open air on the terrace. The plan ( M ~ I . ) 

wi11 give all these features better than any description • 
• 

The gate ( µ~ s3 ) is interesting, from the close resem~ 

blance betwee11 it and the l'lorthern gate of Tortosa, in the 
( 2) 

placing o:f the maohicou1·1s. Those of the latter · sort in 

this gat are comparable with those of Torto a. Otherwise 

one can make nothing of it, and the for~~works beyond are 

amazing in their inefficiency: probably they are an addition 

of Arab times, and date from the period when the moat was 

(1) The rest is now filled with a warren of Arab huts, 
in by Arabs most squa11 , and yet moat suspiciou. 
refused to let me examtne the keep at all closely. 

lived 
They 

(2) " fachicoulis" are alway used in two ense , the tone 
substit te for boards, on a wall top, an the squar 
traps pierced in the floor of the room above an entry. 
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filled. in. · · -I:f o the castle would be a compound of Crusader 
• 

keep and g~teway, of Byzantine .outer walls, arid Arab fore­

works: and the unsuitability of the different parts, when 

arranged as they are, points rather at a composite effort. 

The keep_ is s '6' feet 1ong and 2"' broad, and about 4-0 feet 

high. 

Inland from Kalaat Yahmur stands Chastel B1anc (Safita ~ 

the most e1aborate of the keeps of Northern Syria. The 

castle at Safita occupies the summit of a hill of consider­

able steepness, and the keep is on the highest point of all. 

Its dimensions are some 100 feet long by 60 broad, and it is 

st111 standing to~day, complete to its batt1ements well over 

a hundred 

round its 

feet above the poor houses of 
( ~7'~V \ ) 

foot. 
" 

The lower story of the 

the village, clustered 
3 1t 

keepAis used as the 

vi1la.ge church, as :formerly · it :. s the chape1 of the ca tle. 

The door o~ entrance was blocked only by a single hinged gate, 

and appear a weak point: hich is perhaps the reason why 

the door at the foot of the stair 1eading to the hall on the 

upper floor is al o heavily barred and bolted. In the chape1 

there i one 1oophole high up above the altar, and to on e~ch 

side of the nave. They are however so narrow, and at such a 

height above the ground a to be evidently unfitted for de­

fence , Indeed as a rule loopholes are meant less for firing 

through than for admitting light: the recess~ in which they 

are place are se1dom made high enough ror a long bor, or 
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broad enough for a cross-bow. The archer would be forced to 

.stand back within the tower ; and to pass a yard--long arrow 

36 

or broad quarre1l. through a s1i t · three incl1es or le s in v,idth 

is a feat r qu±~ing some skill, even if the shot is to be 

traight ahead . Through such loopholes as t:h .. ose in the garden 

w~ll of New College Oxford an arc of fire only 21 yard long 

at a range of 100 yards is the maximum. Walls generally peak­

ing are a1ways defended from the tqp. . . 

The loops at Safita are evidently intended only to light 

the chapel, and they do it very badl~r at that. Those of the 
( ;,(LV) 

i, • .., 

ha1l occupying the fir t floor are a little broader, but it 
I\ .,. .. . 

is hardly possible from them to command the ground near the 

foot of the tower. The roof on the ot11er hand is nat and 

unemcuti1bered ,vith fittings, and on tl1e top of each mer1on is 

a recessed 

closed the 

socket, for the 
(3i) 

crenellations : 
" 

swinging bar of the shutter that 

this show that some use was made 

of it in attacks, but even so the keep of Safita can never have 

been a very efficient stronghold. It wou1d be crowded with a 

garrison of 200 men and the necessary stores, which must have 

included ~~ter, for the upper noor (evidently meant, by its 

door ,as a 1&.st resort) ha no means of access to the cistern 

in the oun-- tions. 

The keep can never have tood 

o~ walls to the east, and in Rey's 

alone. There are remain 
(3,) 

plan they are more compre 
" 

hensib1e than to~day, since the governor of the district is 
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grubbing them up to provide site and bui1d-·ng material for 

his own residenco. Below these yet further there is a ring 

wal1 of polygona1 srLape with a very pronounced t · lus com-

p1etely encircl 'ng the hi11. (~~ 3 7 ) Thia might 

conceivably- be Byzantine V\1ork, but som.e little carelessness 

37 

in the construction allies it rather w·ith the pseudo ... Byzantine 

style adopted by the Templars in the late twelfth. and early 

thirteenth centuries. Safita was one of the chief fiefs of 

Tripoli, a,nd as such probably existed in Byzantine times, so 

that it is not jmpoasible that th.e wa11 is earlier than the 
• , 

coming of the Crusaders. At any rate it is perfectly evident, 

from the difference in technique that the builders of the 

keep had no hand in its construction. If it existed already, 

they took advantage of it: if not, they must have had some­

thing in its place. There would have been time between 1140 

(supposing this to be the date of the keep) and 1220 for such 

an outer defence to have fa11en i~_to dis1;epair, or even to 

have become inadequate, for in Syria, with the constant fight~ 

ing, development in military architecture came quickly. 

At Giblet ( Gebal, · Byblus, c.Tebei1 ~) the squar keep 
• 

of exceptionally heavy masonry presents one or two features 
( 4-1) 

of late date. The gateway l1as a portcullis, " and the parapet 
• 

is two•storie , and of exceptional height, exactly like the 

inner curtain wall of a Byzantine fortress. Otherwise there 

is little to distinguish the keep from the others of it class, 
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though the vau1t is managed entirely without pillar The 
( 3~) 

outer buildings are of Latin construction, and perhaps con~ 
I\ 

temporary. 

38 

These are the more jmportant keeps yet standing in Syria. 

The remains of those at Botron (Batrum u?fJ\) and Caesarea 

are sufficient· only to show that there had been a square keep 
(~3) 

there: the keep at Beaurort (Kalaat esh Shukif 
/\ 

. ,. . J ~ ;,· -r ·..:. ) \.J)-',o·· , °'5lJv . 
I 

is of small size, and much damaged, and that at Banias (~~) 

(M;J in the great castle of Subeibeh ~) on the hill ~bove the 
~ 

springs of the Jordan has also suffere considerably. It had 

walls some eighteen_ :feet thick, and its djmension are reason­

) ~bly large (qo feet long by~> eet broad). The opportunities 

of the various Latin occupations of the place point to it 

being very early indeed in date. 

It wil be evident from this summary sketch of the early 

Latin fortresses in Syria that the feudal nob lity,who first 

were faced v,i th the need for castl.e .. building, allowed no in-­

terference with their plans of Greek architect • The shape• 

leas, defenceless Norman eeps went up all over the country, 

with hardly an att mpt a improvement. The parapets of keeps 

are sometimes a little elaborated, though at Sarita the old 

simple fashion of Europe is maintained unaltered, and this is 

the 1argest, and on the whole the finest keep in Syria. One 

cannot as a rule say what the outworks of these keeps w re 

like. It wets not possib1e in the hiJ if;.. of central Syria 
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to dig out a ditch, and line th~ mound inside with a palisade: 

for one thing there wa no wood, and for another no earth. 

The chippi~g out of a moat like that of Saone in a basalt 

cliff demanded careful consideratior1, and unlimited leisure 

and the lack of this time and means persuaded th Latins, as 

ight have been expected, to take over and utilise so f~r as 

possible exiting Greek fortre ses. In course of time, they 

put up imitations of Byzantine enceint s sjmp1y through fo c 

of custom : but it is evident trtat there \";as no rapid, com­

plet abandonment of Western principles in fortification. 

The Normans and Provencala thought their keeps better than 
l 

anything the Greeks could offer. 

The general agreement seems to b t hat the squar keeps 

in the East were built befor~ tr1e middle of the twelfth century 

This date would suit fairly well with most of th m. In 

Europe of course the form continued in favour a few years 

longer (though probably th number new~built aecreaa~d rapidly 

acl1 year after 1150 ) , but in Syria only Sa:fi ta and Giblet 

appear to b as late: - Giblet from its portcull , and 

Sa ita from the piers and arches of its upper hall ( XLV) 
011 the oth r hand there is at present very littl known about 

th development of Latin Archit cture in th Eat, o that -

a building hich in France would be thirte nth century, might 

be twelfth century in Syria: and the mouldings and forms of 

th ,ork at Saf a ar so plain that deduct·ons from th·m 
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ar edingly delicat ·• One thing • quit certain • the exc 16 • 
• 

keep form of castl • Syria .. the earlie t. 1n lS 
• 

To determine ~hat foll0 1Ned these .. the favour ca 1n 

of the Latinn is a more complicated question. Of course there 

v,ere mu1t·tudes of castles built bet,veen 1150 and 1200, ·bu , 

for one thing, these buildings are hard t get a and, for 

another, when reached they have invariably b en r b~ ilt. Th 

on exception to th rule is the little hold or the Chast 1 -

let or Castle Jacob (Bet el A~ i~)I ~ or Kalaat Gi sr 

Bena _ Yakub ~ ?0 0-:;? <:JlA? 1 " ) tv,o miles do-wn the river J ordan 

b 101 Lake H l h. It wa . b gun, finished , taken, and destroyed 

in 11?8 - 79, but unfortunately 8 adin ' troops raz d it so 

completely that it is almost uni· teresting. What doe r main 

fairly visible is mainly a towerleas curtain~~all of no great 

strength. Saladin probably found it much the same , since it 

was built in five months, and mined in five days. There vas 

never more than a single line of wall. 

The group of castle arou d Tiberias, and as fa to th 

north as Beaufort ar. all known to have been built in the 

latter hal:f of the twelftr1. century. Th y are Saf d , built in 

llfO rebuilt c. 1180 , and again c. 1266, a Templar cast .. , 

Hunin destroyed in 16? and ll87·and r built by Baibar , ith 

Safed , in 1267 ; oron ( Tibnin ~ ) built ·b· to e 1105 in 

th first instance, and again after 1150, aft r 1218, and at 

som dat in the sit enth or seven eenth centuries ; Bl o.r 
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(Ka.ukab el Hawa \,.J'J ,,{ ) built about 1180, taken :from the 

Latins in 1188 and r built since and Tiberias, restored and 

rebuilt most requently, till the las~ century. The grea 

castle at Bailias ( Subeibeh) st.ands on a different plane from 

the others and must b~ considered with the raut of the 

Hospitaller fortress s. Of the others Toron and Tiberias 

are b oth hopeless, since the pre ent building are not even on 

the foundations of the old~ 

The fj.rst salient feature of all these fortresses, ho1i;­

ever, i their very close . imitation of Byzantine models. 

Run in . ( 4-6) and Belvoir (47) with their broad, though 
.... 

sl1a low rock n1oats, and their very flat rectangular curtain 

to· drs, ara quite unlike any work o f e period in Europe. 

They are rather fore-runners of the later buildings of the 

Order of the Temple. It is qui e reasonable to suppose that 

all the original masonry haa been replaced at one time or 

other: but things that can never be destroyed are the rock-

moats , and on y the little depth that the 

them to hav been by other hands than the 

e possess prove 
(1) 

Grevks. The plans 

shO\'l practically everything that. car1 ·be traced above groun , 

but this, though Gr ek in styl , is all tlre more lik l~r to b 

the work of Baibar. 

~----------------------------- --- ----------- ---------------
(1) At Bel voir Rey declare th.at there are traces of a 

square ke p inside the di toh and \Vall, and. thiw of cours 
if true ould be som what puzzlir1g : neither Mr. Piri -
Gordon nor mysel.f ho·\vever could ind the slightes trace 
of its exist nee. Ry v s probably deceived ·by the v1all 
of some Ar ab ho11se . 
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Safed is much more interesting. The castle hill (~~) 

is reasonablJr v.,.ell covered with soil, and j_n. consequence the 

ditcl1es ar und the castle present a more Europear1 :rorm. Earth-

quakes, and the expansio11. of the Jewish quarter between tl'tem 

account for the disappearance of every stone in the building: 
• 

fortunatelJr a 11.ug vaulted. store-pit beneath the inn r iA1ard 

rem.ains to prove th.a date of tl"Le pl.ace. The entrance along 

the arthworks ·is very interesting : probab y it _ cross d the 

moat by some sort of bridge resting on a tower that capped the 

ound E. There were evidentl:y,. o_ .. er towe·rs rectangular) 

restored c , jecturally· in red, along the top of the mounds. 

If compl · t Sa ed· would have been one of the most valuable 

fortresses in It belonged to the Templars. 
(1) 

Professor Oman quotes from William of Tyre the de scrip-

-

tion of Darl.llll in the soutl1ern coasts of Palestine, b lt by 

Amaury about 1160 on a purely Byzantine plan, like th outworks 

of Giblet. There is now nothing whatever left of it: "sed 

absque val o erat et sine antemurali, 11 and its weakness is 

sufficiently shown by Richard ' s storm of in in four days in 

1192. R~y attempts to ass ciate with it Blanche-Garde and 

Ibelin, but excavatj_ons at Blanche-Garde so e years ago proved 
(2) 

his plan vholly jmaginary. 

(1) xx. 19. 

(2) On page 124 of .his "Architecture Jilitaire des crois~es" 
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Th se few not very jmportant castles h' ve been d elt on 

because they fill the gap between th.e square keeps and the 

f'u.lly-developed fortresses of the two great orders: and in 

filling it they show incidentally how entirely the East had 

lost touch with the West in military engineering. There ia 

no castle in France with the least resemblance to any one of 

them, but there are numbers most clearly related all along 

the Byzantine frontie r s. If these castles were the last pro­

duced by the Latins, the classical view as to their entir 

absorption in Byza., nti11e ideas vvould ·be more than justified : 

tho11gl1. i · would be \1Vorth noting that the absorption took over 

half a c ntury to bear fruit. 
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Thee tablishment of the mi1itary o ders in all the 

frontier fortresses of the Latin Kingdom meant a new era in 

Syrian castle-bui ding. It is only too evident in studying 

the ,vorks of the private 11olders of fiefs, even o:f important 

ones, that a lack of material resources, of money and labour, 

hampered their efforts most cruelly. Another obstacle to 

elaborate defence~works was the insecurity of tenure. Families 

were continually dying out, witl1 the abnormal daatJ.'1--rate of 

Pale tine through disease and accident, and bes,•des tl1is fiefs 

were continually transferred. The military orders were id ally 

fitted for such conditions. The members ,vere celi.bate, and 

so easy to control, and without private interests: they had 

no heirs to search after, and no dmnain tu pieserve intact. 

Th n the orders \Vere everla ting, wi tl1. an inexhaustible upply 

of the finest chivalry in Euro" a to draw upon in cas of - eed • 
. 

Th military ability of the canroandars, and of the s· ple 

members of either order is again and ag in brought out in 

striking contrast with the inefficiency of the laymen of the 

kingdom. There w-~s a tradition, after a little, among tne 

knights of the conduct of warfare against the Infidel, and 

eaclt r1ew-cor11er of r pute vivified this tradition ,vitl1 the 

fruits of his ovm tale· and experience. Most important of 

all., perl1aps, the ordera "«ere very rich, not only i11 th pre­

carious possession of one half the most fertile land of 

Pal stin~, but in J operty in Europe; prope ty hich would 
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maintain the prosperity of the order when a sudden raid had 
• 

set the nobles of Syria face to face with financial ruin. 

Perhaps all thes ma.ny and varied advantages of the 

rders were most felt ihe rv they have survived most clearly , 

in thei militar archit~cture. The orders held practical y 
• 

every fortr ss of importance in Northern Syria, and thy added 

to or rebuilt nine-te!1ths of those they occupied. This build­

ing was done by Templars and Hospi~allers in the same period,the 

last twtj:r1ty years of the twelfth ce11tury, and the fi st half 

o:r tne thi ""'teentl1 century, out tl1e bitter i valry and jealous, 
' 

bet,veen tl1.e1n led tl1.em to adopt different styles for their 

b1..1.ilding. The Teinplars, al'Vi'&4.:>rs suspacted of a leaning towards 

mystarious Eastern arts and heresies , took up the mantle of 

Justinian, as represented by the degen~rat fortre ses in 
• 

~-:e:-~tttrln Syria, and amplified it , in 11aking it more simp t::. 

Tr1 Hospi~aller·s, in harmonJt wi ·th tl1eir more conservative 

tradition, dr ~ tneir inspiration from the lourisning school 

of military archit cts · in contemporary France, and so the irt­

born antipatny of East and West, which more than ny one thin 

has been the primary cause of all Crusades was de onctrat~d 

in the fort asses of the Latin East. The two school of 

builder }1.ad entirely diff \o,rent ideas and pri11ciples, an 

• 

the two classes of buildings are entirely distinct , wi hout a 

link or compr,_ise bet een them. It will be easier to con­

sider first the ca tles of the T~mplars, as t he small~r cla s, 
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' 

an th one least fruitful of results. 

Tl1e characteristics of the Templar t~rle wi 1 be grasped 

at one if a p1ah41~:r Chateau P~l~rin (Athlit ~".-J'i\ ) their 
A - . 

chief stronghold be considered. They held possession thera of 

a narro\v promontory of rock and sand, eminent1y de.fe11sible 
-~ . 

according to mediaeval ways. Yet here the Templars, working 

in 1218, thre,v aside all the carefully arxa11gad schemes of 

flanking fire, all the covering works, all the lines of --.tipl 
• 

defence which wer~ being thought out meunwhil~ in Europe. At 

Athlit they relied on the one line · of defenc - an enormous1y 

thick "'Nal , of colossal blocks of ston, with two scarcely­

projecting rectangular towers upon it. These were tha keeps, 

the master to·wers of the fortress, and instead o:f being cun­

ningly arranged ·.v11ere they would be l,3ast accessible tl'ley are 

placed across tha danger line, to b~ar the full brunt of the 

attack. One would expect tl'1em to be unusually massive, but 

they ar, in tru By·zantin,a styla of thin walls, compared with 

their curtain, and the hoard, 71hich wa:s just ther1 bei11g 

general .y adopted, is not made use of to repair tne ,_veaknvss. 

The projection of these towers is very slight, insufficien to 

rake ~n enemy busied on the fac~ of the curtain , and the little 

in ront i not of a fore to be held alone. Th 

strength of Athl.i t wa brute treng "h, dependi 1g on tl1.e d :fenor;_ 

1 ss solidity of the inner wall, its jmpassabl~ height, and 

the ob~tacl~ to mining of a deep sea-l~ve ditch in th sand 
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and rock be ore the to,ers . The design is jmply unintelli­

ge11t a r workii1g of the old id a of Pr copius, only hal 

understood. Justinian, xcept in rare exceptions, had not 

intended his fortresses to stand al.one, as the lat refug 

a conquered country :they were temporary defences to assist 

the unrivalled Greek fiel warmy. Given unlimited tjme and 
• 

1 bour, anyone can make a ditch su deep and a ,,vall so 11.igh 

• 1n 

of stones so heavy as to ·be impregnable : but such a place is 

as much a prison for its defenders as a refuge: in fact a 

stupidity. Such is Athlit. 
tha.t 

Of The other still preserved Templar fortr ssa , at Areymeh 
I\ 

•• ~f)U-o » is a little bvttar. Th ( Templar th r inheri -

ed a Byz tine s·te, and merely r built the inner ward. It 

stood on hi l so precipitous that attack could only b de-

livered on the horn-work to the Wet: and af er that had been 

carried there was an outer-ward, cut off from the inner ward 

by a ditcn. The plan explains easily the arrang ment of the 

place. One might wish only for some curtain tow rs in an 

attack. Parts of the wall are a little w~r against un~xpact~ 

d ascala e, above all as they are mostly f vary poor hight. 

The horn~work too is not intended seriously. 

The Templars, in their v· ry early day, built Safe , 
• 

here nothing is left but an a mirabla seri a of ditche ; 
· (37) 

pr ·bably also the polygonal wall" that gir l the hill of 
(LI ) 

low wall to-day,~ but may hav Safita is due to them. It is 
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been once comparativvlY lofty, and 1~ has a very great talu. 

I ts n1Jmerous dead angles, undefended~ are hovvever tl1e revers 

of attractive. Tortosa was another great fief of the Templars: 

they seam to have occupied it in 1180, or the year aft~ , 

when the great square tower, de cribed in the siege o t11e 

place after Hattin, was already standing. For the re t, 
( ?.y) 

Tortosa is defended by semi-ci cular di ches and slight 
t-

curtain towers, apparently of the Byzantine age,for it was a 

fortress when the Latins came, and the present arra gement 

o ditches is almost tne only possible one. Th~ wall are 

little cr;dit to their designer • 
• 

It is more pleasant to turn to the buildings of the 

knights of the Hoapi t 1, fi11dii1g the beginnings of tl1e ir work 

in parts of tl'le ir castle of Bani as, and tracing it down through 

Crac and 11.arkab. From tlte beginning it is a style absolu ·'-lY 

different from the pseudowByzantine in fashio in Syria when 

it was introduced, and it left no legacy behind it in th 

Arab fortifications of a 1ater date, except conceivably in the 

box machicou1is so connnon in Arab work of the late thirt nth 

century. 
lS 

Banias, whicht the earliest Hospitaller castl that can 

b certain1y dat d, was de troy d by El , ' zzam in 1218, 

after th Hospitallers had lo it finally in 1164. It wa 

much~d sputed pl ca, continually b siege by one party or 

other, on account of its vary formidab1 posi tion!o11erj th grea. 
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Dama cus road, and the prings of Jordan. Th Franks irst 

on it in 1129, and they held ·t for three year. During 

this tjma u· uestionably they erected the large squar keep, 

witn pi asters at the angles, the only instance of such in 
" a 

Syria. Tne Arabs only he1d it one year, and then the Latins 

ecovered 1 , and handed it over to the Ho pitaJ.lers. The 

latter had thus 

ed, occupancy. 

twenty years of unbroken, though not undi turb­
( s1. ·S~) 

The plan makes it vident that the large round 
I\ 

tower on the South East of the keep, and the gallery beside 

it, ara later additions. The styla in wh·ch th se and the 

und towers next t it, going Westwards, ar built i un-
. 

doubtedly Christian, and equally certainly European in origin. 

Th Arabs n ver employed ~ he) round tower themaelv s, and ther 

are other Christian feat ~ res in the ·building that mak a 
(1) 

ohammedan origin impossible. It is worth .noti g a1 o hat 

the Hoapita. er rebui ding has remained quite inco plet. The 

squar keep and Byzantinewlike fr work and d·tch are of on 

eriod homogeneously enough, and the four circular or 

circular to ers: the est is Arab, and of comparativ ly l t 

date. The r building of tl1.e castle must hav be n pr ce ing 

hen the Ar bs recovered it, and thi , if correct, would put 
, 

~-~~------------- -- -·-------- ----------- -- -- - -- - --
6 

(1) The gate is what C.H. C. Pi ie~Gordon has named the 
"Hospital" gat 
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• 

the part remaining about the J7ear 1160. On one of the 
.s.3 L D) 

toversA 
~ 

are some machicouli ( J-~ ) and they wer evidently in the 

original p1an: there are no signs of rebuilding. Their 

pattern i not quite an ordinar on, inc th re were only 

a few , spaced 1,·1ith 1r1ida intervals around th top of a ve y 

larg tower. At the same time they were unqu stionably macl1iw 

couli , and not at all rudimentary in deign. Th commo view 

of cour e is that machicoulis \\'er invent d in Si ria owing t . 

the lack of ood for hoarding; bu on the other hand they 

are comparatively rare in th East and the TemplaI· , who r -

pre ent th native style of building, ne er a opt d them at 

aJ.1. The design of the buildings of the Hospital ere on 

the French model , and~ machicoulis have, very distinct 
(1 ) 

Provenca1 or North-I talian fe ling. Banias was probably 

the first cast1e the Hospitallers put up in Syria , and yet 

their architect must hav had. frequent opportunity of build­

ing machicoulis , sine only by use could their distinctly 

decor tiv quaiity hav be n dev loped. Thy do not appear 

on . rny other Cru ading cast in the country: and when -th 

Arabs adop macl1icoulia th y ,vere no o this shap • 

The other two great Hospital! r cas la in the north, 

Crao de Ch v~11er (Hon l rad ..) \j\ }\ • ~ , Ka aa t el 

----- -
(1) According to Mr. Leth! by ,vho sav1 th photograph. 
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--
Hosn · ,..._.. 1 d..all ) and Margat ( arkab c, ,SJ') b th date mainly 

from the thirteenth century. At the same time Crac, as a 

finished example of the style cf the Order, and perhaps the 

best preserved and most whol1y admirable castie in the world 

forms a fitting comu1entary on any account of the Crusadir1g 

buildings of Syria. It cannot compare for a moment with 

Couey in France, or with Caerphilly in its science of defence, 

but is more impressive than both .since it is neither ruin nor 

show place. A few years back it withstood a siege on the 

part of a neighbouring distric v1i th comp1et success, and 

were Baibars to reappear he would think it as formidable as 
. 
, 

of old. 
: 

There are signs o~ two or three periods of con truction 
I l '11{ -.:# . l 0 

( 's b ). In the inner ward th wall from the tow r of entry L 

to the tower witl'1 buttres .. machicculis P inc uding the cl1apel 

[ appears earlier than the re t of the • inner v1ard. Of th 

\ 1 outer ward the whole south front is Arab, and the e side 

I so far as to\V8r D. In the siege of the place in 1271 by 

Baibare the central to\ver A was entir ly destroyed, and 

probably other parts of the outer line as wel1. The low r 

part of the three half~round towers en this tretch of wa11 

is old. Th upper parts were r ,built by Eaibars, and alek• 

- aid Bereke~Khan. Kelaoun built the quare tower A, and 

~ ~ Ba·bars ·the gat -tower D! Th rest of the oute~ ard i 

Hospitaller v1ork, though later in date th n the 1:.ner ward. 
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The castle is entered ( sg ) at D by means of a plain 

gate, and then a vaul.ted passage, almost dark, as far as the 

tower J, where is a large trap-maohicoulis in the roof and 

other defences. To reach the in1er ward one must go further, 

to the tower L, also in a dark vaulted passage, ascending 
. 

steeply. To surprise thi entry woui there ore be extremely 
(1) 

difficul.t. There are on1y three or four loopholes to giv 
. . . . 

light a nd air, and the change from .t4·e glar ·of the sun with-

out is most confusing. The upper· ga·t has a portculli , but 

general y it is very like the Ho · pital gat. at ·Banias: through 

it one enters a small courtyard, ·opposite the great hall o:r 

the castle N. 

court K still 

• 

Another flight of stairs 
(s'=,) 

unemcumbered with houses. 
1\ 

gives on the upp~r 

From it lead up more 

st ps to G, tl1e ple.,tform u .. ni ing the thr e great tower that 

together fonn the donjon~ They overtop by many feet any other 

tower in the fortre s, and are. magnificently built of huge 

blocks of stone. The governor of the province now inhabits 

them, and h.is harem and his divan, and h.i o\m priv·ate rooms 
• 

rather obscure the arrangement of the Eastern half f the plat­

form. The Western 1·1.alf of it, G1 , was ho\vever vaul. ted 

From these tower the great vrdll, kno1n1 to the Ar'b 

historians as ''tlte · -ountain'' slopes ou ,vards and downward 

........... -. ...... --...... - _,....,.,.,~,f'I ~ _____ ..,. _________ ...,. __ 

(1) It is not easy even to-ct.ay to stumblF up the uneven 
st p , in a litter of pariah dogs ~nd go~ts. 
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for more than 80 feet to the thick greeni h mud and water of 

( t,c) 
the Belov, tower E it runs out • 

moat. 1n an enorn_cus spur 

and then at right angl ·S it turr1s aJ.ong the hole western front 

( {,/. ) 
until it • lost in the rectangular to · er P. 18 

• 

The reason for making the ~all with so great a batter 

and st cl1 ti1ickness - nearly 80 feet - is a little hard to 

find. Against an earthquak it would be useful perhaps, 

though no par of crac has been dam~ged by one : .the castle 

stand on rock, o mining was not greatly to b fared and 

hal the thickness would have been secur again t any r~ that 

ever "Nas mag1ned. It 11.ad hO'Never one advantage against or .... 

dinary attacks in the absence of machicoulia : assailants • 

could never get underneath the fire of the defenders on the 

fighting platform: and this after all may have been the r al 

hand it had purpose of the construction. On the other 
(1) 

th dra back of making easy escalade. 

In the matter of machic ulis crac is most comprehensi 

The ordinary pattern as used generally 1·rom the thirteenth 

century in France is emp1o~ted in the outer line of vna,ll from 
t<S& 

toY1er S to tov1er B t\and else\:vhere on the ou.ter line. Then 

from tower S northwards the wall contains near the top 

(1) I was abl , barefoot, to climb up more than half .. way {' 
though ith some little difficulty • 

• 

• 

• 
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vau.J.ted ga1lery, with openings at interva1s into small cham­

bers, corbel.led out from the 1·ace of the -r11-.... l.. (b'L, b3). 

Th y re emble tl1e 1atrin. s common in France in appearanc , 

but are efensive in intention. Each is of a size fitted 

for 011e man, or t\vo at a pinch, but freedom of movement would 

be very severely h . ,1 )ered v;hen working in a ro 

inches wide. No kind of bow could be used. The 

op nings ou .. l.d b e aV'd-i.lable 0111y :for dropping sto'1 s. I a 

gallerJr in a wall is to have m.achicoul' thi i of course 

the only possible pattern: but the whole thing is not v ry 

erf ctiv· to Western minds, accustomed to the unbrok n ring 

of corbelling along the top of the wall. In th st how var 

the top of t o~rers could not b e roofed in, and so the covered 

machicoulis were the better fo~ . The Arabs adopte th m 

hol -heartedly in Aleppo, and Damascus and el wher, and 

Ho pitallers of Crac des Cheva • 1.ers. At least they hav not 

been found in arlier buildings of the Latins. 

A thir and still more interesting fonn of mach cou.J.is 

exists on the to er P of the inner ward. ( (J-) It is compos 

ot: bu tre s pp1i d to the fac of th torr , an 

ver a ah ight of so 20 f eet. The font wall of the 

toler is th n carried on them, with a p culiar doub1 syst m 

of relievir1g arcl1es r lieving nothing. On top of all se'-"'U,I,. 

to have be n macl1ic ulis of the corbelled pattern. 
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The mason~work of the tower is quit like that f the great 

sloping wall , but nothing para1lel v,i th thes- _ ., 

\ 
a. . 

\ is known in Syria: and in Europe very fa~ exist 

..: machicou1is 

of th sarn 

pattern. Thy ought to be jmroensely superior to the ordinary 

tiny machicoulis, for the, size would allow if necessary of 

oJ1 C> ,...,... , a whol c eam of v,cod being thro,m down. It vras perhaps less 

stale •.. th destruction of th lower part o the but-

tres es might cause th whole to co lapse • • • • bu · whether 

for this or other reason it never found fav ur. I n this 

particular instanc a postern is concealed behind it. 

arkab is much more French even than ·crac. Th outer 

11ork on the ea t v,a.s rebuilt by Kelaoun, but al1 tli.e rest 

migl1t 

be ,ve 

be a part of unrestored Carcassonne. The narrow liste 
(,1, ~7) ~6 

n the walls, 'the Chapel, and the great ound tower are 
~ ~ 

best 
simply typical of the period of French architecture. 

, 

To describe it is not necessary, for Rey ' s p1ans and drawings 

present a faithfu1 picture of the main featur s of the ca tle 

and he also emphasise the thirteenth century character of 
• 

th whole. It wa only right that the er ator of tha "last 

word in Syrian castle~building" should return to the West both 

fo the g neral design of his fortr s~ft,,, and the particular 

architectural detail, just as the first builders, the men 

of Son or Safita,had done. Th only peopl wholly indep n­

dent of Europe had been the Templar, and thejr tyl 

practised nly by themse1v s, and died with t hem. 

• • 
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bes of the Latin fortifications of the Middle Ages in the 

East wa inform~d with the spirit of the architects of Central 

and Southern France. 
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Pro ress in mi1it ry architecture in Europe depend don 

th~ l~nin~~i nor at lea t the modification of the square 

k ap form, and accordi11gly t·ro1n 1150 tl1.ere are on re cord many 

and varied attempts to improve i , or to giv it less pro~in-

nca i 1 the scher.ne of clefance.. Th idea that a donj on or 

last r~so · of some kind -~s abs·lutely necessary persist~d 

st ngly through the great r par of the thirta nth tury : 

p babl... only the introduction £' , an11on dr -v it from th .. 

field. Long before this tjme, howev r, the capture of the 

outer and inner -wards of the castle had meant the surrender 

of the ,hole. 

-rodification of the Norman keep took two forms. In the 

n cas a donj on was retai11 1ad as the 1nor ~ · ortant part of 

the castla, though its shap wa not a perfect square with 

unde_e11ded angl~s : in another the great keep. of passi ~,., r ,,­

sistance was swept away enti ely, and a light shsl keep, wit 

or without a litt1e tower inside i , took its pl ce. In the 

s con in tanc as t-..-e ent nth size, and 

sh 11 inc as d : until it formed tn • inner vvar 0 

and the towe inside bee m the nonjon. Ch&t au Ga 

anc; of th 

th castl 

ard i 

h fini had result. of this p ocess. In her ver-g~ow 

h~l k ps there is nO L trace of any towe wi hin the I at a11~ 

in fact th donjon id a h,s be n lrninated. 

di n t attain to thi pi ch of p rfection, nough · 

it k ep prov 
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