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Abstract

The historiographical image of Anne of Cyprus (1418-1462), Duchess of Savoy, and her
husband, Duke Louis of Savoy (1413—1465), is overwhelmingly negative. The couple
undoubtedly encountered serious political difficulties during their reign, but the ‘black
legend’ circulating about Anne and Louis since the seventeenth century appears far
from justified. It originated with the so-called Chronica Latina Sabaudiae, a text completed
shortly after 1487 and probably written by Etienne Morel (c. 1440—1499), a high-ranking
cleric who was a supporter of the estranged son of Anne and Louis, Philippe of Savoy
(1438-1497). Morel’s narrative, its historical and literary context, and its reception in
early-modern and modern historiography are examined against the background of con-
temporaneous Sabaudian and European politics. Morel’s polemics seem inspired by the
Commentarii genre of historiography cultivated by fifteenth-century humanists such as
Enea Silvio Piccolomini. Both the genesis and the reception of Morel’s text demonstrate
the shifting but unshakeable alliance of historiography and dynastic politics, exemplifying
historiography’s role in the fabric of power.
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Writing history has always been integral to the fabric of power. Much more than mere
gatherers of data, historians determine which events are deemed worthy of being reported
and decide how such events are being narrated; they thereby exert great influence over
who plays the parts of heroes and villains in collective memory. The historian’s social
position within the dynamics of remembering has thus ensured a close relationship
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between history and politics in all periods, with late medieval, early modern, and modern
times no exception. Indeed, the vibrant field of chronicle studies in recent decades has
enabled us to appreciate much more fully than ever before the multiple entanglements
between chroniclers as political agents, chronicle texts, and chronicle writing as forms
of political discourse, and the material aspects of the highly diverse types of sources in
which chronicles have come down to us. Such subtle influences range from the choice
of linguistic register (for example, Latin or the vernacular) to the literary format selected
(for example, prose or verse) and the type of manuscripts or prints in which chronicles
were committed to posterity (again, ranging from opulently illuminated de luxe
codices to the most unassuming workaday manuscript copies, even unfinished drafts).
Despite such staggering differences among the countless examples of late medieval,
early modern, and modern chronicle writing, the chronicle as a genre emerges as a
highly charged, politically motivated document par excellence. A chronicle was designed
to reflect the chronicler’s agenda as well as that of their patron, and to mould readers’
perceptions for as long a time as possible. The respective present and future, therefore,
are both shaped through the chronicler’s programmatic (re-)articulation and (re-)presen-
tation of the past — a far cry from the seemingly neutral perspective that was traditionally
seen as the chronicler’s authorial position.’

Similarly, gender relations at late medieval and early-modern European courts, and the
ways in which they influenced medieval and early modern historiographies, remained
poorly understood for a long time. While female rulers’ and courtiers’ physical presence
and social roles within courtly life were universally acknowledged, the number of studies
dedicated specifically to the role of women as proactive subjects in politics and courtly
life has, until recently, remained disproportionately small compared to works placing
male subjects at the centre of attention. Fortunately, this is no longer the case: following
the first systematic explorations of female roles in late medieval and early-modern courtly
life around the turn of the millennium,” a growing number of studies have explored the
proactive agency of women at court. These include studies of female patronage,’® the

! The studies published in the yearbook The Medieval Chronicle 1-14 (1999-2022) offer a comprehensive
record of current scholarship on chronicle writing in the period up to 1500 CE. For examples of recent
studies covering the early modern period, see Harriet Lyon, ‘““A Pitiful Thing”? The Afterlife of the
Dissolution of the English Monasteries in Early Modern Chronicles, ca. 1540—ca. 1640°, The Sixteenth
Century Journal: The Journal of Early Modern Studies, Vol. 49, No. 4 (2018), 1037-56; Matthias Gloél,
‘From Tubal to Abidis: Mythical Kings in Early Modern Spanish Chronicles’, Intus-Legere historia, Vol. 14,
No. 1 (2020), 190-216. For a discussion of modern chronicle writing, see, e.g., Herman Paul, How to Be a
Historian: Scholarly Personae in Historical Studies, 1800-2000 (Manchester 2020). For a global overview
of the various traditions of historiography, see Daniel R. Woolfe, ed., The Oxford History of Historical
Writing, 5 vols (Oxford 2011-2012).

2 For example, Amalie FoBel, Die Kénigin im mittelalterlichen Reich: Herrschaftsausiibung, Herrschaftsrechte,
Handlungsspielrdume (Darmstadt 2000); Jan Hirschbiegel and Werner Paravicini, eds, Das Frauenzimmer: Die
Frau bei Hofe in Spdtmittelalter und friiher Neuzeit (Sigmaringen 2000).

3 For example, Joan A. Holladay, ‘Fourteenth-Century French Queens as Collectors and Readers of Books:
Jeanne d’Evreux and Her Contemporaries’, Journal of Medieval History, Vol. 32, No. 2 (2006), 69-100;
Laura Slater, ‘Queen Isabella of France and the Politics of the Taymouth Hours’, Viator, Vol. 43, No. 2
(2012), 209-45; Amalie FoBel, ‘Biicher, Bildung und Herrschaft von Fiirstinnen im Umkreis des Prager
Hofes der Luxemburger’, Zeitschrift fiir Literaturwissenschaft und Linguistik,Vol. 40, No. 3 (2010), 35-56.
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complex politics of queenship,” the way women handled the misogynist discourses
embedded in late medieval spirituality,’ and techniques used to besmirch female (and
male) political antagonists during their lifetimes and beyond.®

The highly gendered representations in historiography of Anne of Lusignan (1418-1462),
Duchess of Savoy from 1440 to 1462, and her husband, Duke Louis of Savoy (1413-1465),
co-ruler of Savoy 1434 to 1440 and Duke of Savoy from 1440 to 1465, offer a particularly
striking example of these dynamics. The couple’s current image as highly problematic rulers
was profoundly influenced by a single text, the late-fifteenth-century Chronica Latina
Sabaudiae (henceforth: CLS).” Its impact has proven astonishingly difficult to dislodge to
this very day. The CLS and its reception history, therefore, not only provide a cautionary
tale of the way in which historians sometimes allow themselves to read sources insuffi-
ciently critically, but also allow us to study the specific entanglements of historiography,
politics, and gender as they unfolded in the orbit of the late-fifteenth-century court of
Savoy, not only against the background of European historiography and politics at large,
but also through early modern and modern scholarship all the way to the early twenty-first
century.

Women at Court and the Historiographical Imagination

Women holding visible positions of power in courtly life traditionally faced peculiar odds
in historiography. On one hand, as monarchs or regents, their chances of inclusion in the
historical record as proactive forces were greatly enhanced. On the other hand, their very
prominence seems to have sparked an impulse towards polarization among historians
who, until quite recently, tended to see female protagonists exclusively either as heroines
or villains. In the popular eye, such shining examples of female rulership as Eleanor of
Castile, Margaret of Austria, or Maria Theresa find their mirror images in consistently
vilified figures such as Isabella of France, Catherine de’ Medici, or Marie Antoinette.

* For example, J. L. Laynesmith, The Last Medieval Queens: English Queenship 1445-1503 (Oxford 2004);
Theresa Earenfight, The King’s Other Body: Maria of Castile and the Crown of Aragon (Philadelphia, PA
2010); Erika Graham-Goering, Princely Power in Late Medieval France: Jeanne de Penthiévre and the War
for Brittany (Cambridge 2020).

5 For example, Heather J. Tanner, ed., Medieval Elite Women and the Exercise of Power, 1100-1400: Moving
Beyond the Exceptionalist Debate (Cham 2019); Marina Tymviou, ‘Charlotte of Lusignan and Caterina
Cornaro: The Politics of Queenship and Identity in Cyprus and Italy, 1458-1861" (PhD dissertation,
University of Durham, 2018).

© For example, Tracy Adams, The Life and Afterlife of Isabeau of Bavaria (Baltimore, MD 2010); Kathryn
Warner, Isabella of France, the Rebel Queen: The Story of the Queen Who Deposed Her Husband Edward
II (Stroud 2016); Liesbeth Geevers, ‘Ties, Triangles and Tangles: Catherine de Medici as Philip II of Spain’s
Mother-in-Law’, The Court Historian, Vol. 25 (2020), 186-200; Kit Heyam, The Reputation of Edward II,
1305-1697: A Literary Transformation of History (Amsterdam 2020).

7 First edition by Domenico Promis in Monumenta Historiae Patriae, Scriptorum tom. 1, Turin: E Regio
Typographeo, 1840, cc. 599-670. For a recent critical edition accompanied by a French translation and an intro-
ductory study, see Clémence Critin, untitled MA thesis (Université de Savoie Mont Blanc, 2019), ‘Annexe n° 1:
La Chronica latina Sabaudiae, texte latin et traduction’, 165-280. The original text does not have a title; the
moniker Chronica Latina Sabaudiae first appears in Promis’s edition. The editorial choice of words for the
title no doubt contributed significantly to the misreading of the text in later scholarship as an official (or at
least quasi-official) historiographical document.
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In early modern studies, this phenomenon of glorification was conceptualized as a variant
of Ernst H. Kantorowicz’s theory of the ‘king’s two bodies’.® The same principle could
also be applied to construct perceived villainesses. The ‘queen’s body’ provided a readily
available screen for articulating criticisms of the ruler or his regime, by seeking the root of
the perceived evil not in the person of the ruler himself, but in an individual extremely
close to him — when more direct, unveiled anti-royal statements might have prompted
accusations of lése-majesté or open rebellion. By using the rhetorical strategy of
blaming the ruler’s wife, mother, or mistress, critics could protect themselves — up to a
point at least — from prosecution. They could also, even in the process of expressing criti-
cism, affirm their loyalty to the patrilineal core of the dynasty as well as to the God-given
order of society, which, on the one hand, had put the ruling house in charge and, on the
other, regulated the relationships between women and men.” It should be readily stated
that these contemporaneous polemics are, of course, bona fide historical sources. In
the absence of critical readings of these documents, however, such deliberately partisan
narratives continued — and not seldom continue — to perpetuate distortions that arose out
of the political cross-currents of their own times. They were never meant to be dispassion-
ate assessments — but why they were so readily taken on board by later scholars remains
to be discussed.

Another historiographic trope that will be of relevance for what follows tends to link
remarkable women with great male rulers who are their husbands, nephews, or sons:
Louis IX of France and his wife Eleanor of Castile; Emperor Charles V and his aunt
Margaret of Austria; Emperor Joseph II and his mother, Empress Maria Theresa. Each
of them is important in their own right, and they function as mutually reinforcing role
models for the type of familial relationship that they embody. Idealized by historians
as paradigms of familial relationships, such arrangements in reality often arose from prac-
tical needs, for example the prolonged absence of a husband due to military engagements
abroad, or the geographical dispersal of the territories of a ruling house.'® In such political
constellations, female co-rulership provided an effective way of organizing governance.

8 Historically, the ‘multiple bodies of the queen’ were theorized first in sixteenth-century England in order to
justify the queenship of Elizabeth 1. See Regina Schulte, ‘Introduction: Conceptual Approaches to the
Queen’s Body’, in Regina Schulte, ed., The Body of the Queen: Gender and Rule in the Courtly World,
1500-2000 (Oxford 2006), 1-15. For the classical study on the two bodies of the king, see Ernst
H. Kantorowicz, The King’s Two Bodies: A Study in Mediaeval Political Theology (Princeton, NJ 1957).

° The classical case for this transfer is Marie Antoinette. See Lynn Hunt, ‘The Bad Mother’, in Lynn Hunt, The
Family Romance of the French Revolution (Berkeley, CA 1992), 89-123; Lynn Hunt, ‘The Many Bodies of
Marie Antoinette: Political Pornography and the Problem of the Feminine in the French Revolution’, in
Lynn Hunt, ed., Eroticism and the Body Politic (Baltimore, MD 1991), 108-30. There is an interesting similarity
here to the historiographic topoi of the ‘evil councillor’ and the ‘favourite’ who — although typically male, at
least until the arrival of the maitresse-en-titre in late sixteenth-, seventeenth-, and eighteenth-century France
— were likewise cast as poisoning the ruler’s mind and thereby responsible for the monarch’s perceived political
shortcomings. See, for example, the study by Pierre Chaplais, Piers Gaveston: Edward II's Adoptive Brother
(Oxford 1994).

10 See, for example, Graham-Goering, Princely Power in Late Medieval France; Sarah D. P. Cockram, Isabella
d’Este and Francesco Gonzaga: Power Sharing at the Italian Renaissance Court (Farnham 2013); Carolyn
James, A Renaissance Marriage: The Political and Personal Alliance of Isabella d’Este and Francesco
Gonzaga, 1490-1519 (Oxford 2020).
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Nevertheless, a woman in power was never entirely immune from critics claiming that
women taking a proactive role in government constituted, by necessity, an infringement
of the natural order. By default, it suggested to them a potentially worrying shift in the
balance of power between the sexes. It comes as no surprise, then, that the villainesses,
just like the heroines, have their male sidekicks: Isabella of France and Edward II of
England; Charles VI of France and Isabeau of Bavaria; Marie Antoinette and Louis
XVL In all these couples, the husbands are cast as weaklings, to whom such traits as an
ambivalent sexuality, illness, even insanity, and a general lack of discipline or stamina
are ascribed. It is not uncommon to read in such cases that the perceived weakness of the
male counterparts is caused, or at least exacerbated, by the corresponding women’s virago-
like personality. As Sarah Maza aptly pointed out, such negative stereotypes are typically
activated in times of crisis.'’ Nor is this rhetorical trope a phenomenon of the pre-modern
past: such images are still readily employed by the contemporary yellow press. Think, for
example, of the (semi-)popular images of Edward VIII of England and Wallis Simpson.'?

Sometimes the typecasting is reinforced by the perceived foreignness of the female
protagonist. Given dynastic marriage practices, it was the rule that wives were ‘imported’
from elsewhere. It should be noted, therefore, that Eleanor of Castile was as much a ‘for-
eigner’ to the Kingdom of France as, say, Isabeau of Bavaria. But historians clearly assign
different values to the same historical circumstance depending on outcome: if things are
perceived as having gone well, differences in cultural background are minimized or ren-
dered invisible; conversely, a dash of xenophobia provides extra spice to the narrative of
the virago wife or mother.'?

After this brief overview of the development and rhetoric of historiography in Europe
since late medieval times, let us now turn to our main subject. Following a short introduc-
tion to the history of Savoy in the fifteenth century, we shall examine how the abovemen-
tioned mechanisms played out in the discursive strategies deployed by the CLS. Reading
the CLS in the context of the author’s likely relation to the court, and his wider intellec-
tual milieu, will account for some of the deliberately corrosive rhetoric that characterizes
the chronicle; revisiting the readers of the CLS in their own political contexts will do the
same for the views they took away from their readings. Having reconstituted the historical
framework in which the CLS was conceived and read, it will be possible to re-examine
the CLS in a way that does better justice to both its political intentions and its protago-
nists’ objective failures and accomplishments.

' Sarah Maza, ‘The Diamond Necklace Affair Revisited (1785-1786): The Case of the Missing Queen’, in
Hunt, ed., Eroticism, 63-89, at 63.

12 See, for example, Jean-Pierre Naugrette, ‘Wallis Simpson, Femme Fatale?’, Revue des deux mondes (2017),
93-100.

'3 On the subject of late medieval xenophobia towards aristocratic wives, for example in late medieval England,
see Keiko Hamaguchi, ‘The Cultural Otherness of Custance as a Foreign Woman in the Man of Law’s Tale’, The
Chaucer Review, Vol. 54, No. 4 (2019), 411-44; Sheri Chriqui, ‘A “Foreign” Queen in King Uther’s Court:
Fifteenth-Century Insular Xenophobia and Malory’s Portrayal of Arthur’s Mother’, South Atlantic Review, Vol.
81, No. 2 (2016), 72-92; in late medieval Byzantium, see Petra Melichar, ‘Female Incompetence, Misogyny
and Xenophobia, or a Faulty Marital Policy on the Part of the Late Byzantine Emperors?’, Byzantinoslavica,
Vol. 74, Nos 1-2 (2016), 61-74.
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Introducing Anne and Louis

Today’s historiographical image of fifteenth-century Savoy is dominated by the
exceptional career of Amadeus VIIT (1383-1451, r. 1391-1440).'* Having come to
power in 1391 while still a child, he secured the ducal title for Savoy in 1416.
Almost twenty years later, in 1434, Amadeus took the unusual step of taking up resi-
dence in a quasi-monastic setting at Ripaille while putting his son and designated suc-
cessor Louis in charge of day-to-day business. However, Amadeus kept a firm hand
on the reins concerning all strategic aspects of Sabaudian politics.'> Elected Pope
by the Council of Basel in late 1439, Amadeus officially resigned as duke on 6
January 1440 and reigned as (anti-)Pope Felix V in Basel, while Louis ruled in his
own right as Duke of Savoy henceforth. From 1442, Felix’s obedience was reduced
to the Sabaudian lands, with most of Christendom adhering to Felix’s rival, Pope
Eugenius IV. At this stage, Felix left Basel and returned to Savoy. His permanent
presence in the duchy and his subsequent assumption of the prince-bishop’s see of
Geneva in 1444 revived the uneasy power-sharing arrangement between father/
(anti-)Pope and son/duke that had already existed from 1434 onwards. In 1449,
Amadeus VIII/Felix V resigned the papacy and accepted the dignity of cardinal of
the Holy Roman Church while retaining his episcopal see at Geneva. He died in
1451 in the odour of sanctity.'®

It probably would have been difficult for almost any ruler and his wife to establish a
secure identity and solid power base with such a towering father figure as Amadeus/
Felix hovering in the vicinity. Louis of Savoy (1413-1465), Amadeus VIII’s second
surviving son, first gained prominence in February 1434 when he married Anne of
Lusignan, daughter of the king of Cyprus. This marriage brought Savoy one step
closer to a royal crown. A lesser spirit than Amadeus VIII might, at that stage, have
considered his life’s work done, and perhaps felt confirmed in his decision to withdraw
from the public side of politics by the exceptional success of the young couple in pro-
ducing offspring: Anne underwent no less than eighteen pregnancies, and thirteen of
her and Louis’s children reached adulthood.'” For some of them, promising marriage
alliances were concluded early on. The couple’s first-born and Louis’s eventual

!4 See, most recently, Ursula GieBmann, Der letzte Gegenpapst: Felix V. Studien zu Herrschaftspraxis und
Legitimationsstrategien (1434-1451) (Cologne 2014) (with a focus on Amadeus’s later years). Also Bernard
Andenmatten, Agostino Paravicini Bagliani and Nadia Pollini, eds, Amédée VIII — Félix V: Premier duc de
Savoie et pape (1383-1451) (Lausanne 1992). Two ‘classical’ biographies are Marie José, Amédée VIII: Le
Duc qui devint Pape (Paris 1962) and Francesco Cognasso, Amedeo VIII (1383—1451) (Turin 1930).

'3 T use the term ‘Sabaudian’ to designate matters that concern the polity ruled by the dukes of Savoy as a whole,
in contrast to ‘Savoyard’ for matters regarding the region of the southwestern Alps, now part of France. For the
term ‘Sabaudian’, see Matthew Vester, ‘Introduction: The Sabaudian Lands and Sabaudian Studies’, in Matthew
Vester, ed., Sabaudian Studies: Political Culture, Dynasty, and Territory (1400-1700) (Kirksville, MO 2013),
1-11, at 3—4. For an enlightening discussion of Amadeus VIII’s ‘retirement’ at Ripaille 1434-1440, see
GieBmann, Der letzte Gegenpapst, 33—64, including further references.

1% GieBmann, Der letzte Gegenpapst, 371.

17 See Thalia Brero, Rituels dynastiques et mises en scene du pouvoir: Le ceremonial princier a la cour de
Savoie (1450-1550) (Florence 2017), 580.
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successor, Amadeus IX (1435-1472, r. 1465-1472), was betrothed to the daughter of
King Charles VII of France, Yolande of Valois (1434-1478), in 1436. For their second
son, Louis the younger (1436—1482), another royal crown was brought within reach by
a marriage contract with Annabella of Scotland, concluded in 1444."® Anne and Louis’s
third son, Philippe (1438-1497), may have been considered for marriage to Charlotte of
Cyprus (1444-1487);'° while this plan came to nought, he eventually came to rule over
the Bresse region of Savoy and reigned as duke of Savoy in his own right from 1496 to
1497. We shall hear more about him later.”* Of the five younger brothers, three held
high ecclesiastic offices of strategic importance to the Sabaudian state: Pierre (1440—
1458) was archbishop of Tarentaise; Jean-Louis (1447-1482) and Francois (1454—1490)
were prince-bishops of Geneva 14581482 and 1484-1490.%' Janus (1440-1491), count
of Faucigny and, from 1460, of Genevois, and Jacques (1450-1486), count of Romont,
were given parts of the Sabaudian lands to administer in appanage.®*

That not all was well in Savoy became painfully evident in 1446, with the eruption
of the first of two violent episodes directed against the ducal couple.”® Members of the
indigenous nobility were concerned about continued access to important court offices
and to the ruler; it did not help that Anne brought a larger-than-expected retinue with

'8 However, following the breaking of the engagement in 1458, Louis ended up marrying Duchess Anne’s niece
Charlotte of Cyprus (1458) instead. He ruled briefly as king of Cyprus (1458-1460) but soon was deposed by his
brother-in-law and eventually lived in exile at Ripaille. See Eva Pibiri, ‘A la recherche d’une épouse:
Ambassades et voyages autour des fiancailles d’ Annabelle d’Ecosse et de Louis de Savoie, comte de Geneve
(1444-1445)’, in Agostino Paravicini Bagliani, Eva Pibiri, and Denis Reynard, eds, L’itinérance des seigneurs
(XIVe-XVle siécles): Actes du colloque international de Lausanne et Romainmdtier, 29 novembre—ler
décembre 2001 (Lausanne 2003), 123-71; Tymviou, ‘Charlotte of Lusignan’.

' This (admittedly speculative) hypothesis hinges on the dedication of the romance Philippe de Madien
(completed in 1448) by Perrinet Dupin to Anne of Lusignan; I intend to develop the full argument elsewhere.
Perrinet Dupin was court secretary and later also the author of a court-sponsored chronicle commissioned by
Duchess Yolande of Valois (see below). On Perrinet Dupin, see, most recently, Alessandro Barbero, ‘Perrinet
Dupin: L’Historiographie comme mémoire d’Etat’, in Laurent Ripart, ed., Ecrire I’histoire, penser le pouvoir:
Etats de Savoie, XVe-XVle siécles (Chambéry 2018), 19-26; Alessandro Barbero, ‘La storia ufficiale nel XV
secolo: Perrinet Dupin, segretario e cronista della duchessa Iolanda’, in Il ducato di Savoia: amministrazione e
corte di uno stato franco-italiano (1416—1536) (Rome 2002), 184-96.

20 For an extensive study of Philippe, see Daniela Cereia, ‘Percorso politico di un cadetto: Filipo di Bresse, poi
Duca di Savoia’ (PhD dissertation, Universita di Torino/Université de Savoie, 2008). Also Daniela Cereia,
“Lire” et “ouyr”: Les Procédures comptables de 1’hotel de Philippe de Bresse (1468-1490) dans les comptes
des trésoriers Jean Ardoyn et Bernardin Oudry’, in G. Castelnuovo and S. Victor, eds, L’Histoire a la
source: Acter, compter, enregistrer (Catalogne, Savoie, Italie, XIle—XVe siécle). Mélanges offerts a Christian
Guilleré (Chambéry 2017), vol. I, 199-210; Daniela Cereia, ‘La rébellion de Philippe de Savoie relue a la
lumiére d’une chronique judiciaire’, in Ripart, ed., Ecrire Ihistoire, 177-92.

2! For a detailed biography of Jean-Louis, see Daniela Cereia, s.v. ‘Savoia, Gian Ludovico di, vescovo di
Ginevra’, Dizionario biografico degli Italiani 91 (2018) (https:/www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/savoia-gian-
ludovico-di-vescovo-di-ginevra_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/, accessed 6 April 2021).

22 According to Tymviou, ‘Charlotte of Lusignan’, 62, Janus was under consideration for marriage to Charlotte
of Cyprus in 1450. For short biographies of the two, see Brero, Rituels dynastiques, 609.

23 See Alessandro Barbero, ‘Le fazioni nobiliari alla corte di Lodovico (1446-1451)’, in Alessandro Barbero, 1/
ducato di Savoia, 163-83 (updated version of ‘Les ligues nobiliaires pendant les dernieres années d’ Amédée
VIIT’, in Andenmatten et al., Amédée VIII — Félix V, 229-45).


https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/savoia-gian-ludovico-di-vescovo-di-ginevra_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/savoia-gian-ludovico-di-vescovo-di-ginevra_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/savoia-gian-ludovico-di-vescovo-di-ginevra_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/

466 European History Quarterly 53(3)

her from Cyprus in 1434, and put some of them in positions of power within the
Sabaudian establishment.>* All this contributed to the formation of two opposing fac-
tions, one associated (primarily) with the ducal couple, the other with the local nobil-
ity. Amadeus VIII (as Pope Felix V) managed to smooth over the conflict, but only
temporarily.

In 1451, Amadeus died, freeing Louis and Anne from what in many ways must have
seemed an uneasy arrangement between generations. Settling an old score, Louis
immediately exiled the ringleaders of the 1446 cabal. Louis also wed his daughter
Charlotte (1443-1483) to the Dauphin Louis, the future Louis XI, against the explicit
wishes of Charles VII of France, and quite possibly also of Amadeus VIII. The ban-
ished Sabaudian nobles turned to Charles VII for protection; the king forced their
reinstatement, thereby diminishing Louis’s standing at home. In 1453, Louis and
Anne purchased the Shroud of Turin, a relic that was to acquire iconic significance
for the Sabaudian dynasty; from today’s perspective, this transaction undoubtedly
was the couple’s most important long-term achievement on behalf of Savoy.? The late
1450s saw the intended marriage with Annabella of Scotland called off (in 1458), followed
by the younger Louis’s marriage to Duchess Anne’s niece Charlotte and his brief tenure as
king of Cyprus from 1459 to 1461, which ended in defeat and exile. This calamitous turn of
events may have been a catalyst for a second uprising by the nobility against Louis and Anne
in summer 1462. The revolt this time was led by none other than Anne and Louis’s third son,
Philippe. The rebels murdered Anne’s maitre d’hotel, Gaspard de Varax, in front of the
ducal couple’s eyes and executed their chancellor, the Piedmontese nobleman Valperga,
after a show trial. He was drowned in Lake Geneva, the customary method of execution
for the crimes he allegedly committed. Louis and Anne, in a state of shock, fled to
Geneva where Anne of Lusignan died on 11 November 1462.%° Following a forced recon-
ciliation, Duke Louis travelled to the court of France, by then ruled by his son-in-law, Louis
XI, to seek help. Louis XI invited Philippe of Savoy to France and imprisoned him for two
years (1464—1466) in the castle of Loches on the Loire. Meanwhile, Duke Louis died in
Lyon in January 1465. He was buried next to his wife in the Franciscan convent of Rive
in Geneva, which they had both richly endowed.?’

4 The Cypriot prelate Thomas de Sur (de Susa) OFM (d. 1472), for example, was archbishop of Tarentaise
1460-1472. Anne of Lusignan’s cousin, Lancelot of Lusignan, and her uncle, Cardinal Hugues de Lusignan,
were both abbots in commenda of Pinerolo (1432-1444 and 1444-1450, respectively), as was Thomas de
Sur, who succeeded Lancelot; see Wipertus H. Rudt de Collenberg, ‘Les cardinaux de Chypre: Hugues et
Lancelot de Lusignan’, Archivum Historiae Pontificiae, Vol. 20 (1982), 83-128, at 124-5.

25 On the Holy Shroud and its cultural importance, see, most recently, Paolo Cozzo, Andrea Merlotti, and
Andrea Nicolotti, eds, The Shroud at Court: History, Usages, Places and Images of a Dynastic Relic
(Leiden 2019).

26 See Cereia, ‘La rébellion’, for a recent analysis of the events including extensive further bibliography.
%7 For a biography of Anne, see Donatella Taverna, Anna di Cipro: L’Eterna straniera (Milan 2007). On the role
apparently intended by Louis and Anne for Geneva as caput Sabaudiae and the convent of Rive as dynastic

sanctuary, see, most recently, Laurent Ripart, ‘Le Saint Suaire, les Savoie et Chambéry (1453-1515)’, in
Cozzo et al., The Shroud at Court, 57-74, in particular 65-7.
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Savoy After Anne and Louis

As this brief account shows, the tenure of the ducal couple was far from smooth. But if the
outcomes of Anne’s and Louis’s reign were less enduring than Amadeus VIII's legacy,
worse was to come, with the instability of the dynastic succession during the four decades
that followed.?® Louis’s successor, Duke Amadeus IX, ruled for only seven years, from
1465 to 1472.%° The ducal crown then passed to his son, the seven-year-old Philibert
(1465-1482). Meanwhile, Philippe of Savoy, having been released by Louis XI and
assigned the territory of Bresse by his nephew, Amadeus IX, began to expand and con-
solidate his power as the senior of the ducal uncles after the demise of Anne and Louis.
When Philibert himself died at the age of seventeen (1482), his younger brother Charles
(b. 1468), barely of age himself, became duke. The tide seemed to have turned tempor-
arily when a conflict with France over the marquisate of Saluzzo was resolved favourably
for Savoy by Charles, and Charles’s young wife, Bianca of Montferrat, bore a son and
heir, Charles II, in 1488. However, Charles I fell seriously ill that same year and died
in 1490, leaving his infant son to become Duke Charles II under the regency of his
mother. The boy died in 1496, aged seven years. The ducal crown now went to the
next relative in the male line, Philippe of Savoy, who, by then, was the last surviving
child of Louis and Anne. As the most senior and most politically experienced member
of the family, and thanks to his clever manoeuvring, Philippe had, from 1490 onward,
become the true centre of power at court.>® As Duke Philip II, he ruled only briefly
(1496-1497). He passed the ducal crown to his son Philibert II (1480-1504), and
though Philibert II's reign, too, was short (r. 1497—1504),31 his accession enabled
Philibert’s younger half-brother, Charles (1486—1553) to succeed him. He went on to
rule Savoy as Duke Charles III for almost fifty years (1504—1553). Philippe of Savoy’s
progeny thus brought renewed stability to the duchy, until the invasion by French
forces in 1536 forced Duke Charles into exile.

The final four decades of the fifteenth century, then, were turbulent times in Savoy — a
circumstance to bear in mind when assessing the trenchant tone employed by the author
of the CLS. To further understand the CLS within its historical context, let us now take
another look at the history of late medieval and early modern historiography in Europe,
and specifically in Savoy.

28 For general information on this period in Sabaudian history, see, most recently, Paola Bianchi and Andrea
Merlotti, Storia degli Stati Sabaudi (1416—1848) (Brescia 2017), in particular 29-34. For a more detailed
account, see the relevant chapters in Lino Marini, Savoiardi e piemontesi nello Stato sabaudo (1418-1601)
(Rome 1962).

29 Like his grandfather, he died in the odour of sanctity. He was beatified, after extensive lobbying by the house
of Savoy, on 3 March 1677 by Pope Innocent XI. See Michel Merle, ‘The Model of the Holy Savoyard Prince: A
Religious Discourse for Political Ends’, in Vester, ed., Sabaudian Studies, 151-66.

30 For a brief synopsis of his career, see Brero, Rituels dynastiques, 615—-16; for a detailed discussion, see Cereia,
‘Percorso politico’.

31 philibert is mostly remembered today as the husband of Margaret of Austria (1480-1530), whom he married
in 1501. While Margaret, following the loss of her husband, went on successfully to govern the Habsburg
Netherlands, she made sure to be buried in Savoy next to her husband in a splendid tomb at the monastery
of Brou, near Bourg-en-Bresse.
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From Ecclesiastic to Dynastic to Public History

Originally an exclusive preserve of the Church, record-keeping and, by extension, his-
toriography turned into a courtly cultural practice in late medieval Europe.*? By the
thirteenth century, a new sense of the importance of the past emerged among
courtly communities, which manifested itself in the form of extended narratives —
some of which are now considered chronicles and others literature. There is little to
no distinction in late medieval texts between modern categories of ‘facts’ versus
“fiction’. Instead, the purpose of the historiographic narrative is the glorification of a
dynasty by creating a florid — and, by the standards of the time, convincing — discourse
highlighting its ancient roots and associated claims to distinction. Both chronicles and
chivalric romances thus aimed at reinforcing knowledge and awareness of dynastic
lineage as the distinctive marker of nobility. The interpenetration of ‘fact’ and “fiction’
in late medieval awareness makes the question of the ‘truth’ of these narratives an ana-
chronistic one — the point of either was to create a body of knowledge that was to be
shared with intimates and peers only, strengthening the bonds between the parties con-
cerned by giving them access to exclusive knowledge of the past. Far from being revealed
to the general public, and circulating — if at all — in very limited copies within the innermost
circles of power only, these narratives by their sheer existence functioned as markers of
social prestige and exclusivity.

While still essentially serving the purposes of dynastic propaganda, historio-
graphical texts gradually acquired a somewhat more widespread ‘public’ dimension
as a result of the new possibilities opened up by the printing press during the late fif-
teenth and sixteenth centuries. At the same time, influenced first by humanist textual cri-
tique, and later by a growing necessity to underpin conflicting claims to historical ‘truth’
with external evidence, a new type of historiographical writing arose that increasingly
relied on textual criticism. Using charters and similar, usually legal, documents to
provide the building-blocks for the creation of historical narratives, this new type of his-
toriography boosted antiquarian knowledge as a heuristic technique, and by the early
seventeenth century led to historical narratives that clearly identify their source materials.
In contrast to late medieval historiographic writing, histories of the seventeenth century,
therefore, were more likely to be defined by the written nature of their sources, and by
their verifiable nature.

%2 For a succinct overview, see R. Graeme Dunphy and Cristian Bratu, eds, Encyclopedia of the Medieval
Chronicle (Leiden 2010), including the updated online edition (https:/referenceworks.brillonline.com/
browse/encyclopedia-of-the-medieval-chronicle, accessed 15 February 2021). For more in-depth information
on individual chronicles and on chronicle studies in general, the yearbook The Medieval Chronicle (1999-) pro-
vides a useful first stop, in addition to such individual studies as, for example, Elizabeth A. R. Brown, ‘Philip the
Fair, Clement V, and the End of the Knights Templar: The Execution of Jacques de Molay and Geoffroi de
Charny in March 1314°, Viator, Vol. 47, No. 1 (2015), 229-92. For a recent conspectus of large-scale devel-
opments, see Daniel R. Woolf, A Concise History of History: Global Historiography from Antiquity to the
Present (Cambridge 2019); and the relevant volumes of The Oxford History of Historical Writing.


https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/browse/encyclopedia-of-the-medieval-chronicle
https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/browse/encyclopedia-of-the-medieval-chronicle
https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/browse/encyclopedia-of-the-medieval-chronicle
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Sabaudian Historiography from the Late Middle Ages to the
Early Modern Age

Sabaudian historiography is no exception to this general trend. After early beginnings in
monastic institutions, historiography as a dynastic project burst onto the scene immedi-
ately after Amadeus VIII was raised to the dignity of duke in 1416.% Taking his cue
from his Burgundian in-laws, and by extension the French royal family, Amadeus VIII
invited the Picard Jean Cabaret d’Orville, usually referred to as Jean Cabaret, to Savoy
and asked him to write a chronicle of the history of the ducal family. Cabaret’s text
was completed in 1419 and became the baseline of court-sponsored historiography in
the Sabaudian lands.* Reaching across four hundred years, Cabaret’s Chronique de
Savoye enhances the prestige of the Savoy lineage by creating a (historically incorrect)
link between the family and the Ottonian Emperors. Moreover, in line with the dynastic
practice of treating historiography as a tool of government, Cabaret’s work was kept
strictly within the inner confines of the Savoy court administration.

From the 1460s onwards, through to the early sixteenth century — coinciding with the
period of greatest weakness in the fifteenth-century history of the dynasty — additional
copies of Cabaret’s text were produced, suggesting a perceived need to shore up the pres-
tige of the house of Savoy by circulating Cabaret’s narrative more widely. This moment
of re-copying and re-writing also gave rise to two enlarged redactions of Cabaret. First, in
1464-1466, Jahan Servion expanded the Sabaudian genealogy further backwards to late
Antiquity, claiming the Roman Emperor Gordian III (r. 238-244 CE) as an ancestor of
the house of Savoy.35 A few years later, around 1477, Amadeus IX’s widow, Yolande
of Valois, commissioned a large-scale historiographic project, based on Cabaret’s
work, from the ducal secretary, Perrinet Dupin.*® Dupin’s chronicle never reached

33 For what follows, see, most recently, Laurent Ripart, ‘L’historiographie savoyarde des XVe et XVIe siécles: Une
mise en perspective’, in Ripart, ed., Ecrire histoire, 7-17; Matthew Vester, ‘Introduction’ and ‘Sabaudian Studies:
The Historiographic Context’, in Vester, ed., Sabaudian Studies, 1-11 and 12-45; Guido Castelnuovo, ‘Nobles des
champs ou nobles de cour? Princes et noblesse dans les chroniques savoyardes du X Ve siecle’, in Marco Gentile and
Pierre Savy, eds, Noblesse et états princiers en Italie et en France au XVe siecle (Rome 2009), 191-208. The classical
overview is Daniel Chaubet’s, L historiographie Savoyarde, 2 vols ([Geneva] 1994-1995).

34 For the full text, see Daniel Chaubet, ed., La chronique de Savoye de Cabaret: Texte intégral (Chambéry
2006).

35 Servion was in the service of Philippe of Savoy, and wrote his chronicle during their joint captivity at the
hands of Louis XI of France in Loches in the Loire valley. On Servion, see, most recently, Clémence Critin,
untitled MA thesis (unpublished) (Université de Savoie Mont Blanc, 2019). Servion’s chronicle was published
by Frédéric-Emmanuel Bollati, ed., Gestez et croniques de la mayson de Savoye, par Jahan Servion (Turin
1879).

36 See Isabelle Cottet, “La Chronique du Comte Rouge, une chronique pour la Duchesse Yolande’, in Ripart,
Ecrire | "histoire, 27-39. As mentioned above, Dupin had already written a romance in the Alexander tradition
entitled Philippe de Madien which is dedicated to Anne of Lusignan; in an evident allusion to the Sabaudian
political agenda with regard to Cyprus and Outremer, Philippe de Madien reconquers his ancestral kingdom
in Greece and becomes an ancestor of Alexander the Great. The romance’s shelf life was rather longer than
might be expected; it was reprinted in Paris in the 1520s and the 1540s. See Catherine Gaullier-Bougassas,
‘Les ancétres romanesques d’Alexandre 2 la fin du Moyen Age: Les Romans de Florimont et de Philippe de
Madien’, in Corinne Jouanno, ed., Figures d’Alexandre a la Renaissance (Turnhout 2012), 113-30. On
Perrinet Dupin, see above.
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completion; in its surviving form, it consists mostly of a colourful history of count
Amadeus VII (1360-1391, r. 1383-1391) and focuses on the chevaleresque qualities
of this prince.

In the early sixteenth century, the Lombard humanist Domenico Della Bella detto il
Maccaneo (c. 1466-1530) became the first official court historiographer of Savoy. He
produced a Latin chronicle of the first nine dukes of Savoy, covering the years from
1416 to his present. His assessment of Louis is entirely panegyric and, in that sense,
utterly predictable:

While his divine father was still alive, Louis was declared duke because of his outstanding
character. ... It is known that he was a very generous warrior ... he was a most modest prince
and most courteous in conversation ... he was a lover of truth ... keeping his word ... above
all he cultivated a sincere piety ... and while he did not seem easily to fall prey to flattery, he
was polite and mild beyond measure against those who had failed him.%’

Concerning Anne, Maccaneo focused exclusively on her exalted rank and her abundant
fertility, thereby demonstrating Anne’s exemplary compliance with the traditional expec-
tations of a dynastic wife: ‘“This extraordinarily talented son [of Duke Amadeus VIII] had
married the most eminent daughter of King John of Cyprus; this fertile strong woman
most happily gave birth to children ...”.*® There is no mention of the Holy Shroud in
Maccaneo’s text.””

The work of Samuel Guichenon (1606—-1660) was a turning point for Sabaudian
historiography. Guichenon’s euvre is an example of the new kind of antiquarian
historiography that developed in early seventeenth-century France.*® His Histoire
genealogique de la Royale Maison de Savoye (1660) creates a historical narrative
proceeding from information that he could actually verify in legal and archival docu-
ments. Guichenon undertook intensive source research and, in the process, was the
first historian to discover the Chronica Latina Sabaudiae.*' Guichenon’s verdict

37 “Vivente divino patre, Ludovicus ob praeclaras virtutes designatus est dux. ... Constat magnanimum fuisse
bellatorem ... modestissimum fuisse principem et in respondendo perhumanum ... veritatis cultor erat ... facta
dictis aequans ...imprimis sincerae cultor religionis ... nec facile adulationes admittere affabilis clementissimus-
que supra modum delinquentibus videbatur.” Domenico Della Bella detto il Maccaneo, Epitomae historicae
novem Ducum Sabaudiae, cited after Domenico Promis, Monumenta Historiae Patriae, vol. 1 (Turin 1840),
c. 771. On Maccaneo, see, most recently, Silvia Giorcelli Bersani, ‘Il Cornelius Nepos di Domenico della
Bella detto Il Maccaneo (1508): Una pagina inedita della storia pill antica di Augusta Taurinorum e delle sue
iscrizioni’, Rivista storica italiana, Vol. 121 (2009), 589-614.

3 “Hic autem eximiae indolis filius generossisimam regis Cypri Iohannis filiam in uxorem ... duxerat; haecque
virago faecunda liberos felicissime tulit ...", Epitomae historicae, c. 780.

3 For the history of the Shroud in early sixteenth-century Savoy, see Ripart, ‘Saint Suaire’, 69-74.

49 0On Guichenon, see Valerio Castelnovo, Samuel Guichenon e la storiografia del Seicento (Turin 1965);
Andrée Mansau, ‘Alliances de la France et de la Savoie: trois conception historiques, Pierre Mathieu,
Samuel Guichenon, Samuel Chapuzeau’, Littératures classiques, Vol. 30 (1997), 95-104.

4! Samuel Guichenon, Histoire genealogique de la Royale Maison de Savoye (Lyon 1660), vol. 1, ‘Preface’, sig.
b3 verso: Tay tiré de I’Abbaye d’Ambronay en Bugey, par la faueur de Mre. Renaud de Malyuert de
Vaugrigneuse Grand Prieur Claustral vne Chronique Latine de Sauoye M.S. laquelle commence ainsi, Quia tem-
poris angustia me cogit, & finit a ’an 1487.
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on Louis’s reign is positive overall: ‘We come to a reign that was not as tranquil but
no less glorious than the preceding one [of Amadeus VIII]; for although there were
some problems in the conduct of this prince, these were counterbalanced by other
virtues or by evident advantages that he secured for the Royal House of Savoy.”*?

Guichenon, nevertheless, is the first historian explicitly to take the view that a signifi-
cant portion of Louis’s problems was caused by an excess of goodness, allowing Duchess
Anne to usurp political power. As we shall see, Guichenon, in doing so, directly reflects
the position taken by the CLS:

Louis, duke of Savoy, a prince who had many qualities that recommend him; he was
extraordinarily pious, a great lover of justice, loved his people, esteemed by all neigh-
bouring princes who never took any important initiative during his reign without his par-
ticipation and without seeking out his support. He had the glory not only to have
preserved, but to have augmented the inheritance of his predecessors. Affability and clem-
ency were his best-known virtues; so was patience in his never-ending difficulties. In
short, he was good to excess: for Anne of Cyprus, his wife, acquired such powers over
him that she became the absolute mistress of his will and disposed of the offices and
the finances of the state. This caused a contemporary historian to bemoan the ease with
which the Cypriots held the principal dignities to the exclusion of the Savoyards and
Piedmontese which alienated the goodwill of most of his subjects; and instead of becom-
ing the arbiter of other princes, following the example of his ancestors, the excess of
agreeability he showed a favourite brought him to such an extreme as to allow for a
[rift] between him and his subjects. He is also blamed for not having kept his promises
sufficiently.*’

In this way, the seed was sown for what was to become the ‘black legend’ of Anne and
Louis. It is therefore now time to take a closer look at Guichenon’s ‘contemporary his-
torian’, and his text.

2 “Novs entrons en vn regne qui ne fut pas si tranquille, mais qui ne fut pas moins Glorieux que le precedent; car
encore qu’il y ayt eii quelques defauts en la conduite de ce Prince; neantmoins ils on esté contrebalancés par
d’autres vertus, ou par des signalés auantages qu’il procura a la Royale Maison de Sauoye.” Histoire genealo-
gique, 504-5.

43 ‘Louys Duc de Savoye, Prince qui eut beaucoup de qualités, qui le rendirent recommendable; il fut extraor-
dinairement pieux, grand lusticier, amateur de son Peuple, estimé de tous les Princes ses voysins, qui n’entre-
prirent rien de remarquable pendant son regne, sans sa participation & sans auoir recherché son Alliance: 11 eut
non seulement la gloire d’auoir conserué, mais augmenté 1’heritage de ses Predecesseurs; I’affabilité¢ & la
cle-men-ce estoient ses vertus les plus familieres, & la patience dans ses continuelles incommodités. Bref il
fut si bon, qu’il alla iusqu’a I’excés; car Anne de Chypre son Espouse prit vn tel ascendant sur luy, qu’elle
se rendit Maistresse absolué de se volontés, & disposoit des Charges & des Finances de I’Estat. Ce qui a
donné occasion a vn Historien du temps de reprendre cette facilité, par laquelle les Cypriens eurent les principals
dignités a I’exclusion des Sauoysiens & des Piemontois, ce qui aliena la bonne volonté de la pluspart de se
Sujets; & au lieu qu’a I’exemple de ses Ancestres, il deuoit se rendre Arbitre des autres Princes; le trop de com-
plaisance qu’il eut pour vn fauory, le porta & cette extremité, de consenter qu’il a en efit vn [word missing] entre
luy & ses Sujets. Il est encore blasmé de n’auoir past esté assez exact obseruateur de ses promesses’, Histoire
genealogique, 520-1.
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The Chronica Latina Sabaudiae

The Chronica Latina Sabaudiae was compiled in the final years of the fifteenth century
by an anonymous author.** It begins with a synopsis of Cabaret’s chronicle, followed
by a discussion of the reign of Amadeus VIII. The third section — which primarily con-
cerns us in what follows — is dedicated to Amadeus’s time as (anti-)Pope Felix V and
the reign of Louis and Anne; it seems mostly based on oral histories and accounts,
whereas the description of events from the 1460s onward to the end of the 1480s indi-
cates that the author was able to take advantage of copious written records, and often
was an eyewitness. Many of the events mentioned are focused on the north-western
parts of the Sabaudian territories, Bresse and Bugey, as well as Lyon, giving the
text the flavour of a personal rather than an official document, of almost auto-
biographical character. The manuscript lay dormant at the abbey of Ambronay in
Bresse until it was brought to the attention of Guichenon in the mid-seventeenth
century; he then used it for his Histoire genealogique. Remarkably, the CLS played
no further role in Sabaudian historiography for two more centuries, until the manu-
script was acquired in the 1830s from Guichenon’s estate by the Regia Deputazione
sopra gli studi di Storia Patria. This new institute was tasked by King Carlo Alberto
of Sardinia (1798-1849, r. 1831-1849) to write a history of the house of Savoy that
conformed to the new standards of the nineteenth century. The CLS manuscript was
then used by Domenico Promis to prepare his edition of Monumenta Historiae
Patriae, published in 1840. It is currently lost.*

The use of Latin, and the frequent text passages referring to events concerning the Church,
suggested to Promis that the likely author of the CLS was an ecclesiastic with a particular inter-
est in Lyon, Bresse, and Bugey.* Recently, Clémence Critin convincingly identified this cleric
as Etienne de Morel (c. 1440-1499), doctor utriusque iuris, and abbot of Ambronay from
1482 to 1499. Morel was closely involved with the Sabaudian court administration. He suc-
ceeded Jean-Louis of Savoy as abbot of Ambronay after having administered the abbey on
Jean-Louis’s behalf since the 1470s, served as bishop of Maurienne from 1483 until his
death in 1499, and held benefices and dignities at Lyon, Macon, and Saint-Pierre-de-Beze
(Burgundy). In 1490, he joined the regency council of Duke Charles I, which was presided
over by Philippe of Savoy, and in 1496, after Philippe’s accession as duke, became a ducal
counsellor. Morel’s origins and career fit with the CLS author’s pronounced sympathies for
Philippe of Savoy: Philippe ruled Morel’s native region for most of the churchman’s lifetime,
and was his long-term patron, as Morel’s appointments from 1490 onwards suggest.

44 For what follows, see, most recently, Clémence Critin, ‘Chronica Latina Sabaudiae or Annales d’Etienne
Morel?’, in Ripart, ed., Ecrire Ihistoire, 117-28; Clémence Critin, untitled MA thesis (including an introduc-
tory study of the CLS and a translation into French). For the first modern edition of the CLS, see Domenico
Promis, ‘Chronica Latina Sabaudiae’, Monumenta Historiae Patriae (MHP), c. 599-670. For the introductory
study by Promis, see the section ‘Ai Lettori’, four unpaginated pages preceding c. 599.

45 Critin, ‘Chronica Latina’, 118-19. A second manuscript with an abridged text was discovered in the 1990s by
Daniel Chaubet at Turin, Archivio di Stato, Storia della Real Casa, categoria 3, mazzo 2, no. 1; it is bound
together with the sole surviving copy of Perrinet Dupin’s chronicle of Amadeus VII. See Chaubet,
L’historiographie Savoyarde 1, 108.

46 Promis, ‘Ai Lettori’.
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The CLS was written in the final years of the 1480s, given the date of the most recent events
recorded there. Morel, a few years earlier, had become abbot of Ambronay (1482) and bishop
of Maurienne (1483). Having reached such high office might have prompted him to compose a
kind of personal memoir, taking stock of the events of his own lifetime. Certainly, his choice to
write in Latin implies that he was addressing an educated, Latinate (hence, clerical) audience.
At this point, it is important to note that the CLS — unlike the approximately contemporaneous
chronicle of Perrinet Dupin — was never a part of the official, Francophone historiography of
the court. It is, instead, a voice from the (relative) periphery of power, and was understood as
such by Guichenon and Promis.*’ As a literary utterance of a late-fifteenth-century cleric
writing in Latin, the CLS can be inserted — irrespective of authorship — into a tradition
of humanist historiography that is exemplified at its most brilliant by Enea Silvio
Piccolomini’s Commentarii. As the editors of Piccolomini’s Commentarii point out:

Renaissance humanists had little doubt that history-writing was a form of rhetoric; and that
the historian’s job was to narrate the record of political events in such a way as to inspire
admiration or outrage or otherwise convince readers of a particular point of view. ... The
tendency to view history as yet another rhetorical arena in which a writer might promote
his own or his employer’s political interests ... spread rapidly through the princely courts
of Italy in the middle years of the fifteenth century.*®

In another similarity to such works as Piccolomini’s Commentarii, the CLS probably
never reached its intended final state, and as such can be understood as an advanced
draft rather than a fully finished, polished literary work. Nevertheless, a deliberately par-
tisan statement intended to praise the politics of Philippe of Savoy would be fully in line
with humanist historiographic practices, and given the history between Philippe and his
parents such an intention would convincingly account for the unusually acerbic tone in
which the ducal couple are presented in the CLS.*’

47 As shown earlier, Guichenon positioned himself somewhat sceptically in regard to the vituperative, yet
anonymous ‘contemporary historian’. Promis, too, considered the author of the CLS ‘very biased in favour
of Philippe of Savoy, Count of Bresse, about whom he tells almost everything in detail, and to whose circle
he might have belonged’ (‘... parzialissimo di Filippo di Savoia Conte della Bressa, del quale quasi ogni
cosa minutamente racconta, e forse fu de’ suoi famigliari’), and found that the author of the CLS ‘at times
rails somewhat too harshly’ against Duke Louis and Duchess Anne (‘alle volte un po’ troppo aspramente
inveisce’); see Promis, ‘Ai Lettori’.

48 Margaret Meserve and Marcello Simonetta, eds, Pius II: Commentaries, Volume 1, Books 1-2 (Cambridge,
MA 2003), ‘Introduction’, xvii—xviii. See also Gary lanziti, ‘Storiografia come propaganda: Il caso dei ‘com-
mentarii’ rinascimentali’, Societa e storia, Vol. 22 (1983), 909-18; Gary lanziti, Humanistic Historiography
under the Sforzas: Politics and Propaganda in Fifteenth-Century Milan (Oxford 1988); Gary lanziti, ‘I
Commentarii: appunti per la storia di un genere storiografico quattrocentesco’, Archivio storico italiano, Vol.
150 (1992), 1029-63.

49 See, for example, the recent discussion in Marta Celati, Conspiracy Literature in Early Renaissance Italy:
Historiography and Princely Ideology (Oxford 2020), 16, who characterizes the ‘fifteenth-century canon of his-
toriography [as] a multilayered genre of writing that acquired polychrome forms and enjoyed remarkable
success in the Renaissance age, becoming deeply intertwined with political overtones and purposes’.
For further background on humanist historiographical practices, see Eric Cochrane, Historians and
Historiography in the Italian Renaissance (Chicago, IL 1981); Anthony Grafton, What Was History? The
Art of History in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge 2012).
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Could Morel have been familiar with such humanist models? The answer is yes, quite
possibly. His contacts with the papacy began with the pontificate of Francesco della
Rovere (Sixtus IV, r. 1471-1484) and continued through the reign of his successor,
Innocent VIII (r. 1484-1492). The Della Rovere family cultivated close connections
with Savoy: Cristoforo della Rovere was archbishop of Tarentaise from 1472 to 1478,
Cardinal Domenico della Rovere from 1479 to 1483. In 1484, and again from 1496 to
1497, Domenico della Rovere was prince-bishop of Geneva, replacing Jean-Louis of
Savoy, and from 1484 to 1503 bishop of Turin. Morel himself was an apostolic protonot-
ary, and his see of Maurienne had previously been held for 30 years (1453-1482) by
Cardinal Guillaume d’Estouteville, a member of the extended French royal family,
senior member of the College of Cardinals and renowned patron of the arts.
D’Estouteville was considered a papabile and several times came close to being
elected Pope, losing to Enea Silvio Piccolomini (1458) and to Francesco della Rovere
(1471).%° Piccolomini, in turn, was papal secretary in the early years of Amadeus
VIII's papacy; and the Savoy dynasty in 1451 obtained consent from the Holy See
that ecclesiastical dignities in their territories would be given only to candidates that
enjoyed the favour of the house of Savoy.”' Morel, therefore, was deeply entangled in
an ecclesiastic-political network connecting Savoy with the French royal family, the
Della Rovere family and, by extension, the papacy — an office already intimately con-
nected to the house of Savoy through Amadeus VIII. Humanist influence in Savoy is
often seen as negligible, but this picture might bear revising if the focus is shifted
away from the court itself to the ecclesiastical networks. These stand at a certain distance
from the dynasty, but at the same time form an integral component of the fabric of power,
in Savoy as elsewhere. Last but not least, Morel seems to have been in regular contact
with the Curia in Rome, where he died in 1499.

The Image of Anne and Louis in the CLS: the Origins of a
Historiographical ‘Black Legend’

Analyzing the discourse of the CLS concerning Anne and Louis, one of the first things
the reader notices are the characteristics ascribed to Louis of Savoy: physical beauty, a
way with words, but also fickleness, lack of backbone, and wastefulness. These are the
exact opposites of the virtues sought in rulers, according to late medieval Mirrors
of Princes.’> Moreover, the attributes assigned to Louis of Savoy are in direct

50 See, most recently, Flaminia Bardati, ‘National and Private Ambitions in the Patronage of French Cardinals at
the Papal Court (Fifteenth to Sixteenth Centuries)’, Royal Studies Journal, Vol. 4, No. 2 (2017), 38-63.

3! See Ercole Ricotti, Storia della monarchia piemontese 1 (Florence 1861), 37.

52 “[Louis] was a handsome and good-looking man and friendly to all ... he made the most lavish promises, [but

was] fickle, of changeable mind ...” (‘fuit vir pulcher et formosus et super omnes affabilis, ... largissimus promis-
sor, inconstans, variabilis ...”); CLS c. 615. On Mirrors of Princes, see, for example, Noglle-Laetitia Perret, Les
traductions frangaises du De regimine principum de Gilles de Rome: Parcours matériel, culturel, et intellectuel
d’un discours sur [’éducation (Leiden 2011). This and similar treatises were widely disseminated among the
European nobility. For two manuscripts of Gilles de Rome’s treatise in French translation that can be associated
with fifteenth-century Savoy, see 337-8 (Berlin 672) and 37374 (Turin 1652 [L.II1.10]).



Kiigle 475

contradiction to the prevailing ideas about masculinity, as constructed by medieval
theories based on humoral medicine. The rhetoric used to characterize Louis, there-
fore, turns him into a woman, and it draws on a misogynistic discourse well established
in late medieval Europe.”

The CLS chronicler does not, at first, state explicitly what caused this feminization
of Duke Louis. Instead, he introduces Louis’s wife, Anne, the daughter of the king of
Cyprus, recalling the festivities surrounding their marriage in 1434, which indeed
qualified as one of the most spectacular celebrations of their age, as famously told
by Martin Le Franc in his Champion des dames (written in the early 1440s).>*
Further on, we hear that Savoy was financially depleted at the behest of Louis’s
wife (‘suasione uxoris’), and that Louis liked Cypriots more than his own sons
because of his love for his wife (‘Ciprianos amore uxoris magis quam proprios filios
diligebat’). But Louis also sought the company of other shady individuals, presumably
also mostly from outside Savoy. They end up as a particularly insidious form of ‘evil
councillors’, distracting and thereby implicitly controlling Louis’s mind: ‘he regularly
kept the company of singers, comedians, Picard archers and jesters [and] conducted
government in their midst’ (‘habebat cantores, ioculatores farsarum, sagittarios picar-
dos, buffones in hiis gubernabatur’). Here a second, xenophobic strand enters the
chronicler’s discourse, alongside a socio-cultural divide. He (writing in Latin, and
thereby marked as a member of the clergy) separates himself — as a moral authority
— from the performers of courtly entertainment and the foreignness of Louis’s wife,
the Cypriot princess.>

33 A classical example of this body of texts are the Lamentationes Matheoluli (completed 1290/1291) by
Matheus of Boulogne; for a recent edition and commentary see Lamentationes Matheoluli: kritisch herausge-
geben und kommentiert von Thomas Klein; mit Beitrigen von Thomas Rubel und Alfred Schmirt (Stuttgart
2014).

54« .. the father celebrated the wedding in Chambéry in spectacular fashion’ (*... nuptias in Chamberiaco pater

mirabiliter solemnisavit’); CLS c. 615. For a recent edition of the Champion des dames, see Robert Deschaux,
ed., Martin Le Franc: Le Champion des dames (Paris 1999). For the most recent biography of Le Franc, whose
career is intimately connected with the house of Savoy, see Raphael Schwitter (ed., trans. and introductory
study), Martin Le Franc: Agreste otium. De bono mortis (Wiesbaden 2018), ix—xxiii. Parts of Le Franc’s
description of the wedding gave rise to intense musicological discussion; see, for example, David Fallows,
‘The contenance angloise: English Influence on Continental Composers of the Fifteenth Century’,
Renaissance Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2 (1987), 189-208; Rob C. Wegman, ‘New Music for a World Grown Old:
Martin Le Franc and the “Contenance Angloise’™, Acta Musicologica, Vol. 75, No. 2 (2003), 201-41;
Margaret Bent, ‘The Musical Stanzas in Martin Le Franc’s Champion des dames’, in John Haines and
Randall Rosenfeld, eds, Music and Medieval Manuscripts: Paleography and Performance: Essays Dedicated
to Andrew Hughes (Aldershot 2004), 91-127; Reinhard Strohm, Guillaume Du Fay, Martin Le Franc und
die humanistische Legende der Musik (Winterthur 2007).

35 CLS c. 616. Discounting the polemic hyperbole, this in fact matches precisely the findings presented, at least
with regard to the singer-composer Guillaume Du Fay, by Alejandro Enrique Planchart, Guillaume Du Fay: The
Life and Works, vol. 1 (Cambridge 2018), 148: ‘in Savoy, Du Fay had something like the privileges of a favored
courtier, unconstrained by the regular duties of a chaplain’. Du Fay today is considered one of the most eminent
musicians in fifteenth-century Europe. From a contemporaneous perspective and in the Sabaudian context,
however, a duke extending a certain closeness to a non-noble son of a priest from faraway Cambrai may
well have appeared scandalous.
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Finally, the problem is stated outright. All this happened ‘because Anne, duchess of
Savoy ... infatuated the duke her husband so much that he would have sold his entire
country and given her the proceeds, if she had asked him to do so’.°® Feminized in his
union with Anne to the point of paralysis, Louis ‘could not take a single step without
his wife’.”” Anne’s sinister attributes are amplified by the statement that ‘this duchess
never loved her children’ (‘ista ducissa numquam dilexit liberos suos’): reminiscent of
Medea, Anne is denied the most basic maternal qualities. And she remains isolated
socially: according to the chronicler, Anne had ‘no friends [in Savoy] besides some
servants from Cyprus over whom she lorded it with full force, rightly or wrongly’
(‘nec erant sibi amici nisi quidam ministri cipriani, quos cunctis viribus dictabat sive
iure sive iniuria’).>® Anne’s nefarious regime culminates in the duke’s seeking glory
not through good rulership or success in battle, but through cultural display, specifically
in music and archery:

His glory lay in having singers, musicians in large and luxurious numbers, and bowmen from
Picardy to whom he regularly gave what was his and what was not his, and he boasted about
hearing daily chants, songs, and immoral frivolities that in the vernacular are called ballades ...
so much that he would have preferred to lose one good castle than to lose a single frivolity.>

The Reception of the CLS: Anne and Louis in Modern
Scholarship

As stated earlier, such polemics were par for the course for a late-fifteenth-century
humanist writing in support of his struggling patron, and keeping in mind an audience
of ‘insiders’ that would, no doubt, have relished the colourful language and gossipy
nature of his discourse. The kind of writing cultivated in the CLS was, however, far
removed from the officially sanctioned Sabaudian historiography of the late fifteenth
and early sixteenth centuries, which we have seen exemplified in the chronicle of
Perrinet Dupin (roughly contemporaneous with the CLS) and in the portrayal of Anne
and Louis provided by Maccaneo. As such, the CLS is something akin to a modern
opinion piece, or one of the late-eighteenth-century pamphlets produced in copious quan-
tities against Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette. It might have been meant, in due course, to
influence Sabaudian politics in favour of Philippe of Savoy through a provocative histor-
ical account, and failing that would have served as a contemporaneous version of
the Ciceronian ‘O tempora! O mores!’. The proactive source research undertaken by

36 <. Anna ducissa Sabaudiae, quae ... dictum ducem eius virum adeo infatuavit quod si ipsa petiisset totam

patriam venundari ac sibi tradi, ipse ei non contradixisset ...”, CLS, c. 621.

57 . : : . :
‘... iste Ludovicus erat cum dicta uxore eius adeo effeminatus quod non poterat unum passum facere absque

ea’, CLS, c. 621.
38 CLS, c. 621.

o gloria sua erat in habendo cantores, musicos in numero copioso et sumptuoso, et sagittarios picardos,

quibus dabat quod habebat et quod non habebat, et gloriabatur audire quotidie cantus et cantilenas, necnon
baladas iocositates falsas vulgariter appellatas ... ita quod potius voluisset perdere unum bonum castrum
quam perdere unam iocositatem’, CLS, c. 621.
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Samuel Guichenon in the spirit of the new historiography of the seventeenth century
revived the CLS, allowing it to enter the official discourse of Sabaudian historiography
through the back door as a bona fide source, not a pamphlet, with all the damaging con-
sequences for the image of Anne and Louis that this entailed. However, this damage
mostly occurred in a period well after Guichenon’s Histoire genealogique: the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

Guichenon’s opus, having become the quasi-official historiographic text for what
by then had become the Kingdom of Sardinia, was reprinted between 1778 and
1780. Meanwhile, younger historians under the influence of the Enlightenment,
such as Carlo Denina, began to re-orient Sabaudian historiography away from dynastic
genealogy towards recasting the Sabaudian state as an example of modern government
befitting a homogeneous proto-nation state with an Italian-peninsular identity.®® In
1831, King Charles Albert of Savoy-Carignan, having just acceded to the throne of
Sardinia, set in motion an ambitious programme of cultural modernization. A signifi-
cant historiographic research project was put in place, institutionalized as the Regia
Deputazione sopra gli studi di Storia Patria (1833), with Domenico Promis and
Luigi Cibrario as the intellectual driving forces. The two men undertook several
research trips in 1832-1834, leading to the publication of the Monumenta Historiae
Patriae, which included the first publication of the CLS, rediscovered — as mentioned
earlier — by Promis among Guichenon’s papers. These were acquired by the
Deputazione with the specific aim of collecting as many relevant sources for
Sabaudian history as possible.®!

Although Promis still advocated some scepticism towards the account of the CLS,
Luigi Cibrario’s Origini e progresso delle instituzioni della monarchia di Savoia
(Part II, Turin: Stamperia reale, 1855) already reflects the full negative impact of
the CLS on the assessment of Anne and Louis’s rulership, setting the stage for a
mythology that persists in scholarship until the present day: ‘1451. Louis lets
himself be ruled by the fantasies of the very beautiful Anne of Lusignan, his wife,
whose preferences and antipathies show little reason and who enriches with the
money of Savoy herself, her Lusignan relatives and her Cypriots; ...".°> A similar
tone is struck by Ercole Ricotti in his Storia della monarchia piemontese (1861).
He notes a ‘decline of the monarchy from 1440’ (‘declinazione della monarchia
dal 1440’), the year when Louis took power, and headlines the period of Louis

€0 For example, Carlo Denina’s monumental history of Italy, Delle rivoluzioni d’Italia, published in 24 volumes
from 1769 to 1792. On Carlo Denina, see Guido Fagioli Vercellone, s.v. ‘Denina, Carlo Giovanni Maria’, in
Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani 38 (1990), https:/www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlo-giovanni-maria-
denina_%?28Dizionario-Biografico%29/ (accessed 20 September 2022). Also the essays in Giuseppe
Ricuperati and Elena Borgi (eds), Un piemontese in Europa: Carlo Denina (1731-1813) (Bologna 2015).

¢! For a meticulous reconstruction of these events, see Gian Paolo Romagnani, Storiografia e politica culturale nel
Piemonte di Carlo Alberto (Turin 1985). For the purchase of the manuscript of the CLS used by Guichenon, see
Promis, ‘Ai Lettori’, and the discussion in Critin, ‘Chronica Latina’, 118.

62 <1451. Si lascia reggere Ludovico dalle fantasie della bellissima Anna di Lusignano sua moglie, la quale ha
preferenze ed antipatie poco ragionevoli, ed arrichisce co’danari di Savoia s, i suoi agnati Lusignani ed i suoi
Cipriotti; ...", 264.


https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlo-giovanni-maria-denina_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlo-giovanni-maria-denina_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlo-giovanni-maria-denina_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
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and Anne as the ‘wretched reign of Duke Louis’ (‘regno sciagurato del Duca
Ludovico’).®

In the first volume of Emile Plaisance’s Histoire des Savoyens, the chapter discuss-
ing the reign of Louis and Anne carries the title ‘Decadence of the Duchy of Savoy
under Duke Louis, 1440-1465" (‘Décadence du Duché de Savoie sous le Duc
Louis, 1440-1465"), leaving little room for interpretation.64 Plaisance sets the tone
as follows:

Feeble of character, pleasure-loving, shy of work, he [Louis] handed over power to
Duchess Anne of Cyprus. ... Beautiful and imperious, she [Anne] dominated her
husband entirely. She was, in the words of Enea Silvio Piccolomini, ‘a woman unable
to obey coupled with a man unable to give orders’. She surrounded Louis with minstrels,
ballade-singers, and comedians. She distributed the posts to her favourites, above all to
‘Cypriots’, her countrymen, to the discontent of the burgesses whom these strangers
oppressed mercilessly.®

Similarly, Henri Menabrea entitled the chapter dedicated to the period 1439-1504
in his Histoire de Savoie ‘The decadence of the duchy’ (‘La décadence du
duché’).%°

Historians of the later twentieth and twenty-first centuries, too, bought into the
legend. Marie-José dedicated the final chapter of her study on Amadeus VIII to the
‘Mediterranean policy’ of that prince.®” While replete with many interesting and ori-
ginal observations, the text re-states the familiar Orientalizing and misogynist tropes,
going as far as to state that ‘perhaps never in history had the errors of a woman
created more friction and had more disastrous consequences’ than Anne’s alleged
nefarious influence on Louis.®® Donatella Taverna’s Anna di Cipro: ’eterna stra-
niera stands out as the first and only monograph so far dedicated to Anne of

3 Storia della monarchia piemontese, vol. 1 (Florence 1861), 13, 35-7. On Ercole Ricotti, see Frédéric Ieva,
s.v., ‘Ricotti, Ercole’, Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani 87 (2016), https:/www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/
ercole-ricotti_(Dizionario-Biografico) (accessed 20 April 2021).

64 Chambéry: Imprimerie nouvelle, 1910, 276-89. On Emile Plaisance, see the (unsigned) foreword to the
volume, i-vii.

65 ‘Faible de caractére, aimant les plaisirs, fuyant le travail, il [Louis] abandonna le pouvoir a la duchesse Anne
de Chypre.’ ... ‘Belle et impérieuse, elle [Anne] domina entierement son mari. On vit alors, selon I’expression
d’Enéas Sylvius Piccolomini, “une femme incapable d’obéir unie a un homme incapable de commander”. Elle
entoura Louis de ménestrels, de baladins et de joueurs de farces. Elle distribua les emplois a ses favoris, surtout &
des “Cypriens”, ses compatriots, au mécontentement des bourgeois que ces étrangers pressuraient sans merci’,
276.

66 Paris: Editions Bema{d Grasset, 1933 (5th edition), 95-99; reprinted with minor touch-ups: Chambéry:
Librairie Dardel, 1960 (Editions du centenaire), 107-10.

57 La politique méditerranéenne d’Amédée VIII', in La maison de Savoie: Amédée VIII, le duc qui devint pape
(Paris 1962), 412-33.

68 ‘Jamais, peut-&tre, dans 1’Histoire, les erreurs d’une femme ne produisirent plus d’irritation et ne furent
suivies de plus de désastreuses conséquences’, 423. Marie-José [of Belgium] (1906-2001) was the wife of
the last King of Italy, Umberto II (r. 1946), and as such herself a member of the house of Savoy.


https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ercole-ricotti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ercole-ricotti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ercole-ricotti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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Lusignan.®® Published in a paperback series dedicated to biographies of female pro-
tagonists of history, and addressing a general public, the final chapter offers an over-
view of the negative readings of Anne’s reign put forth by modern historians writing
in Italian. Taverna concluded that the much-needed re-evaluation of Anne’s life has
not yet been achieved.’® This is confirmed by the image of Anne and Louis given in
the otherwise magisterial biography of Guillaume Du Fay by the musicologist
Alejandro Enrique Planchart. Basing his views on Marie-José, Planchart writes:
‘... Louis, an idle man entirely in thrall to his beautiful and capricious wife,
proved an ineffectual ruler, but he was apparently an avid supporter of music ...>.”!

Conclusion

If the CLS emerges as a highly idiosyncratic source with clear affinities to a polemical
strand of humanist historiography, it should also be clearly understood that it cannot
be used to make blanket statements about Sabaudian history in the mid-fifteenth
century without adducing some very serious qualifications. In the context of Sabaudian
politics and culture, the CLS is singular in combining humanist aspirations with a very
personal account of history, driven by a pronounced political agenda on the part of its
author that favours the one competing faction at court whose interests converged most
closely with his subjective outlook on the world, his personal experiences, and his polit-
ical ambitions. It thus provides fascinating evidence of the reception in Savoy of human-
ist concepts of historiography inspired by the likes of Enea Silvio Piccolomini, and fed
through the trans-European ecclesiastical network; these evidently included the deliberate
use of historiography as a political instrument. All this produced a literary document sui
generis. Concerning the actions of Anne and Louis, on the other hand, a lot more pains-
taking work will be needed to clarify the motives of the ducal couple and their entourage
in the context of their own aspirations and circumstances. Reading the CLS against the
evidence of the archival documents will, no doubt, show that many of the assertions of
the CLS reflect actual events, but do not necessarily characterize them accurately,
because everything is seen through the filter of the CLS author’s politics. Comparing
these readings against each other will, in turn, provide an additional, fascinating new
dimension for interpreting both the CLS and the traces left by the moves of the
various factions at court in the final decades of the fifteenth century.

Established late medieval discourses of misogyny and xenophobia, unsurprisingly,
provided ready tools for the author of the CLS to explain conflicts of interest within a
courtly setting from a theologically imbued, moralizing perspective. While never

% Milan 2007, series: Donne d’Oriente e d’Occidente.

70 Anna e gli storici sabaudi’, 161-9: *... unarilettura ... delle scelte di Anna non & stata fino ad ora formulata’,
169.

"' Guillaume Du Fay, 148. This trope was independently introduced into the musicological literature earlier by
Heinrich Besseler, ‘Studien zur Musik des Mittelalters. 1. Neue Quellen des 14. und beginnenden 15.
Jahrhunderts’, Archiv fiir Musikwissenschaft, Vol. 7 (1925), 167-252, at 210: ‘Herzog Ludwig, der vollig
von Anna beherrscht wurde, erscheint bei einem gleichzeitigen Chronisten [= the CLS] in schlechtem Licht
...". The ongoing impact of the CLS on the musicological literature deserves a study of its own.
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verbalized explicitly in the text of the CLS, biblical models, for example of Solomon and
his foreign wives in the Book of Kings, might have provided further suggestive demon-
strations of foreign queens dominating their husbands and thereby wreaking havoc on
their people. In the final analysis, the author of the CLS brings Anne into the position
of Eve, whose wilfulness towards Adam violates the divine order and brings an evil
into the world — here to be understood as the Sabaudian lands — that has the potential
to replicate itself until Judgement Day. This reading was no doubt enforced by the elec-
tion of Louis’s saintly father to the papacy, a subject that is treated, unsurprisingly, with
consummate loyalty towards the house of Savoy by the author of the CLS. This election —
contested as it may have been — evidently made Amadeus VIII a successor of Christ, and
introduced an element of a beata stirps narrative into the house of Savoy that manifested
itself not only in miracles at Amadeus VIII’s grave in Ripaille but also at Amadeus IX’s
tomb in Vercelli.”?

By the seventeenth century, Amadeus VIII’s venture involving the Holy See was seen
in a different light. Given the disappearance of the Lusignan dynasty from the political
playing field, the newly discovered criticisms articulated by the CLS of Anne and her
alleged nefarious effects on Louis’s rulership offered an easy way to bring into play
new discursive elements that were not only justified as bona fide historical records, but
also could convincingly help account for the mixed results of Louis’s and Anne’s
reign without having to face any serious counterarguments from inside the court. The
desire, indeed need, to exploit the CLS to whitewash potentially problematic aspects
of Sabaudian history was even more urgent in the mid-nineteenth century in light of
Savoy’s ambitions of leadership surrounding the unification of Italy as a nation state.
Such historiographical shifts match up closely with changes in the prevailing intellectual
and political currents. They demonstrate how historiographical agendas served changing
political aims.

In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Orientalist clichés and the newly constructed
gender roles put forth by middle-class politics further facilitated the uncritical adoption of
the CLS’s view of Anne and Louis; indeed, it is not without irony that the caustic remarks
of the CLS about Anne and Louis unwittingly fell on their most fertile soil four to five
centuries after they were written. It is difficult to dispute the fact that the ducal
couple’s reign, from the remote perspective of modern historians, was not particularly
successful, and that their chronological proximity to Amadeus VIII did little to help, in
particular from the perspective of an epoch where the trope of ‘great men’ was one of
the linchpins of the historiographical discourse. On the other hand, there is a strangely
deterministic undertone in all this, entangling the history of Savoy with narratological
tropes of the rise and fall of great houses that pervaded the literary production of that
epoch as much as it did historical research. It will be all the more interesting to see
how an open-ended examination of the data will fit in with the colourful, even flamboyant

72 On the introduction of saints into dynastic lineages as a political device pioneered by the late Capetians in
France, see M. Cecilia Gaposchkin, The Making of Saint Louis: Kingship, Sanctity, and Crusade in the
Later Middle Ages (Ithaca, NY 2008). On the application of these notions to the dynastic lineage of Savoy
in the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, see Merle, ‘Holy Savoyard Prince’. See also Gieffmann,
Der letzte Gegenpapst, for a discussion of Savoy as patrimonium Petri to Felix V (= Amadeus VIII).
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commentaries provided by the CLS. It is to be hoped that it will change Anne’s and
Louis’s status as stepchildren of historiography — like that of so many other ‘tainted’
rulers of the past — to one that acknowledges both their mistakes and their merits
within the complex fabric of courtly politics and power of their own times.
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