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PREFACE

When casting around, a number of years ago for a research 

topic, my teacher and friend, Doctor HiIda Neatby, of the University 

of Saskatchewan, suggested to me the study of Ne\; France. While 

researching her "book on the administration of justice under the 

Quebec -Act she regretted the shortage of good secondary sources and 

her impression of an almost complete lack of Interest in .English 

Canada in pre conquest history was cemented "by her experience on 

the Massey Commission* So this thesis was undertaken with the hope 

of learning more about the institutions and opinions which moulded 

early Canada and in the process to interpret the experience of one 

of our founding peoples to the other. Particularly in the light 

of the.Begon correspondence and the relief into which it is thrown 

by Gradis* letters it' is believed that progress has been made on 

this front- Fortunately, since the early 1960*s the tempo of ancijen 

re-Time^ scholarship has begun to increrse under the leadership of a 

nurober of historians, by no means the least of vrhon is W.J.Eccles, 

Professor of History at the University of Toronto  By 1973 he had 

become the acknowledged master of the field and so it was to bin that 

J)T Neat by directed me for further guidance. I7ot only x«.ras he kind 

enough., at that time to suggest a number of areas which in his opinion 

required attention, but he has continued to be generous in advice and 

support ever since.

It would be most ungenerous of me not to mention Professor Richard 

Cobb, Mr David FieIdhouse and Mr John Prest, all of whom taught me in 

undergraduate years and who encouraged me to stay on at Oxford to do 

my D-Phil. Nor-.would it be right to ignore Sir Edgar Williams, the
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Warden of Rhodes House, who not only arraagxd a third year of

Rhodes ivoney for rae to bef;in research, but v;ho bar; ccntinued faithfiili

to act as .a v;ise ar.d sympathetic adviser. ;-ut great l-lM^u^h is rny

debt to the^£ people, it i:^ small whtn conipared to the loyal labour 

aiid cheerf'ul encouraf?eii'.ei;t of ray supervisor, Doctor A. Freddie iAj.-lde

>rot only Won he instrumental in persuading the Efit fund to fdviauoe 

my secor.'d ywar cf vet; ear oh 'bid; I an: c trite certain that v^itliout his 

imf lading interest tnis work would never have corne to fruitier.*

Like other historians, I hardly kncvr where to [^e^'Jn to oipier.,;: 

my gratitude to the verious inf-T.ituticnK which have helped KJO,

Ko doubt the list niurt be headed by r;-y College, BoJliol, "hich 

i'.;:s not only provided ne ^vith a home and p.t: inulat in^ frient's but }:.aj 

also been generous with financial sesirtance,

The ctc^ff of Shodes ll'ou^e Library has been untiring in its efforts 

on my bt}i;?lf c.-.nd the i-;r.r:ie r)(\:.;t be said cf the Canadian J'"~blic Arc id ves ? 

the Archives ^'ationalec ; th.e /i bliotheri:u i/;;ti onaie, the Biblio bher uc 

de 1 *. Arcana 1 a -nd all the other libraries I frequented, iVr.e ?"elen 

Avisseau, Scu^-directrice of the Arch:!vtu de la Oiro;jde s ^nd Mile C'ites.u 

of Charer'ie-I'Iaritime require special reco -;aition. On the three occasions 

on v/hich I visited Bordeaux ;":r«e Avi^cean cast aside her oi;n work -'to

laour at fir/ t:ide 'on the nv^rd-ories. liar e;rer,;ry anl kaavcdpe raved

me iria/iy frustrating hoiirs nnd the ECPIG if? irue of Lille Giteau* Wil-h.cut 

their interest many of the details of Bi cot's family sir-ply vould. ??ot 

have come to light.

This brings us to the Gratis fa'.-;i"i.y papcr-:-;^ Th.e kindness v Tith 

vhich !  '. Henri C-rrcHs. shovered nc, rot only in rrar/1-inr; me acocre to 

hi:.- family records but in prov? di n^ r^e r private office in his crr.vplex 

en the Rue de Rivoli v-rac cinply prod.i ;ri.ous. i-: ot only v.as I }.io.uou:rt J
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. Ther

by hin iru^t, since it vras understood fro ft tho beginning that no 

i.ncri»iiins.tir^ jnaterialc would be eur.y.ytsf.ed end that the '-vjden 

v-ould have to bo allowed to speak for itself, but his very real 

<.. nth'.;.:: .1 asm for tho project v,;;?. a gxeat ttL'-ulu.:,. Th-t e hindueic 

hoover, are j,f; noting before the riohru:?.* of the ri 

Rre literally "i.uv^'.r-edy of T-rivrte letttrr v.^-itt^u to 

of Cs^rda, tj.e chl^f of vho;n- Prp-ncoir, Bi/jot s v?as an ol'l fr r :ily :?:. :«.  incl. 

In their illu'.!-d.rji.vt..lon, for the first tir^e the nil ere of V«i,- France 

h?:.ve 6:;ner,"-ed frc^n the:lr official strait -jacket (-?rid can be viewed as 

hiL'T.an beings v;ith uonier/i/ic I>c;.ch~; i ounds and family int- -r-:t:ts« I^ot only 

does this modify significantly our rear':. ing1 of thf- tef.tliT'Ony ^ivon in

"' "k'^ ^^i^ 1 extensive contact v;ith dif i'er^^t levels

of the French administrative corps has provided the naterials to draw 

a more vivid picture of I'.arine aajrdni^tr&t j on in general «

V.'hat Canadian scholar is not indebted to the Canac:; -\ii i^eoplc for 

their financial c^.;:-:si;-;t&nce tLi-ou^'h the G;;,r?ada Council? No less am I 

for the last two years of rer-earch.

The debt to n-;y p:j7-orj.ts for their t-?-ifa3 ling' renero^ity sr:d esriecia 

to my mot ho r vhose int erect has never fl^yyed, even in the pfteriia.th o 

my father's death, is iinraeiif-je.

I than"!" "f 7' L ofe:,sorr: Jc^hn Poshf'ir, Pierre 1:?oiille, ")ale M;'q_uelon ar-d 

Dale Gtandtn for t].-eir r.tj ;;:\ilating rra.aycrt : ons ¥ Of course, for that 

v.'hich lias been made of the mat trial, I rcin^in entirely responsible,

A* Fort ecus

ItJliol, C::ford 

30 June 1978.
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ABSTRACT I 

THE ADMINISTRATION OP PRANqpIS BIGOT AS INTENDANT OP NEtf PRANCE

H. A. Porteous, Balliol College. D-FhiU Trinity 1978.

Traditionally, Francois Bigot has been considered an interesting 

subject for historical investigation not only because he was import ant 5 

having presided over Canadars civil administration at the time of the 

Conquest, and was attainted in a large criminal proceeding at the 

Ch&telet in Paris; but owing to the voluminous testimony accumulated 

by the court, there is more evidence at the historian's disposal than 

for his predecessors. There is, however, every reason to doubt the 

court's objectivity. Although the court believed Bigot was only too 

typical of colonial administrators, historians have tended to exaggerate 

the Sintendant's crimes and to represent him as some strange atypical 

monster who single-handedly corrupted the administrative corps of the 

colony. Not only is this interpretation unsatisfactory since it begs 

the question of how it was possible for this 'monster 1 to perpetrate 

his crimes unmolested for over two decades, but by turning him into 

something unusual, vitiated the value of the materials as evidence for 

a more generalized picture of colonial administration. The questions 

which arise, therefore, relate not only to the -intendant as an individual 

but to the administrative corps of the Marine as a whole, and they are 

related. Who was Bigot? Where did he acquire his attitudes to work 

and responsibility? How did he view his own activities? What did 

his friends and family think of him?

Questions about his early career would have been much easier to 

answer had any good secondary works on the Marine existed. Fortunately, 

access to the Gradis Papers has made it possible not only to reconstruct 

a cogent picture of 18th century administrative practice but has also 

imparted much about his family and trade interests. This thesis attempts 

to illuminate pre-Conquest Canada by tackling her administrators as 

persons rather than official functionaries, with the result that Bigot's 

actions are made intelligible in the context of his times.



ABSTRACT II

After years of neglect study of the administrative history 

of the ancien regime is in full renaissance. The speculations of 

Parkman, Wrong and Sho^tt have, in the light of developments in 

economics, sociology and psychology become obsolete* Historians 

have recognized that it is no longer satisfactory to make sweeping 

generalizations about the nature of institutions and the attitude 

toward them of the people who were shaped under their sway* What 

is required is more of the facts! It has been asserted that the 

Canadians harboured a servile attitude toward authority. What did 

they themselves have to say about it? It is rebutted, on an equally 

theoretical plane, that although the Canadians resented their 

institutions, they could always escape into the forests to freedom. 

If this was the case why could they always be relied upon to fight 

valiantly against great odds in the defence of those same institutions? 

What indeed is the relationship between a people and their 

institutions? Obviously these are the sort of questions that have 

no simple answer but this thesis attempts at least to grope toward 

a better understanding of the Canadian condition in Chapter V.

Though in certain respects the most ambitious chapter, Chapter V 

is nevertheless a luxury. Historians are often tempted to pronounce 

the last word before the detail is known. In the case of anoien regime 

studies there is still much work to be done. Since institutions are 

never faceless but are moulded by the individuals who hold office,
*

just as those individuals were shaped by the structures through which 

they rose; any attempt to gain a better appreciation of the institut­ 

ions of a society must not neglect the individuals who ran them. In
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the case of Frangois Bigot, the last intendant of New France this is 

no hard duty but rather a positive pleasure. By concentrating on his 

life and attitudes this thesis aspires to make a small contribution 

to the detailed knowledge of the field.

Though one of the most colourful and controversial figures of 

Canadian history, Francois Bigot is probably one of the least well 

understood* This is due both to the large amount of information 

previously available to historians about his criminal activities and 

the relative dearth about those of his predecessors* E&en were the 

testimony gathered at the trial a completely reliable source of 

information, the accumulated evidence against the intendant raises more 

questions than it answers: the most pressing of these being his long 

period of tenure* How was it possible for such a villain to retain 

office in the North American colonies for over twenty years? The usual 

explanation and the one the court wished to be believed is that Bigot 

was not only an evil but also an exceptionally wily individual who
fc; •£>

managed systematically to intimidate his subordinates and deceive his 

superiors. The court, however, was not consistent in its interpretation 

because at the same time it ras condemning Bigot as a wicked individual 

it maintained that he was only too typical of colonial administrators* 

But the court ought not to have it both ways. Either Bigot was an 

exceptional individual who owing to his own perversion corrupted the 

previously honest administrative corps of the colony, or he was typical 

of his breed, having acquired his attitudes from those general in the 

service. In order to come to a measured conclusion on this subject it has 

been necessary to delve deeply into Bigot's family life and training. 

It has not been an easy task since the materials have been thin
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and much has had to be inferred from legal instruments; hardly the 

most chatty sources of information. Indeed, were it not for the 

Gradis correspondence the task would have been impossible* For the 

first time the Gradis family has opened its archive to a student of 

Canadian history with the result that a generation of Canadian 

administrators can be seen as three-dimensional human beings rather 

than as the shadowy figures they appear to be in the official 

correspondence* Gradis knew the Bigots well in particulfj?, but he 

corresponded also with the contro'leur of Canada, Bp^ard, the gaiide- 

magasin t Estebe, the oapitaine-aide-major, Pean, his beautiful wife, 

Angelique, and with a host of lesser personages. He was also in frequent 

contact with the chief administrators at Versailles; the minister, his 

first commis and a number of the special assistants in the minister's 

office* This too was fortuitous since it rapidly became apparent that 

no secondary work existed that explained conditions in the eighteenth 

century administrative corps of the Irench Marine* Nowhere was there 

a study of the personnel of the corps, their social background and criteria 

for entrance. Nor was there any study of their training or for* that 

matter even of the functions of an administrator once he was trained* 

References to the French'ports were vague at best. Therefore it was 

apparent that effort would have to be devoted to the elucidation of 

administrative practice in the French ports and Versailles*

When it came to ordering the material the most logical point of 

departure emerged as a brief sketch of the origins of the Marine, and 

a discussion of the central administration as it is related to the affaire 

du Canada in the person of Arnaud de la Porte, the first commis at 

Versailles. One of the pivotal issues in assessing the responsibility
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of the colonial administrators is the degree to which they were 

independent of Versailles, To the extent that they were free to govern 

their own actions and understood what was unacceptable administrative 

practice they must be held accountable. Since Versailles had a most 

imperfect control over even the ports in France, the argument runs, 

the independence of the colonial administrator, due to distance was 

almost complete* On that score it cannot be inferred that Bigot's 

alleged crimes were made possible only with the complicity of the first 

commis at Versailles; the court was not derelict in failing to bring 

de la Porte to justice* On the other hand, the argument of distance 

having been accepted as a satisfactory exculpation for de la Porte then - 

due consideration must be given to Bigot f s claim that he had no effective 

control over alleged malversations in the forts in the pays-d'en-haut. 

Consequently, aside from a general recapitulation of conditions as 

reported in that part of the colony, attention has been focused primarily 

upon those charges related to parts of the service from which Bigot 

could not conceivably escape responsibility, although in his testimony 

he attempted to do even that. The discussion of those charges, however, 

was based upon Gradis 1 letters exchanged with Bigot and is relegated 

to Chapter VI.

Chapter I, having discussed the relationships between Gradis, the 

minister, de la Porte and their subordinates with the intention of 

discovering just where the effective power of the ministry lay, proceeded 

to examine, in some detail, the relationship between Versailles and the

French ports and concluded with a discussion of Gradis* frustrations in
coaUMSttqiiNc- -%» JL«**dita.*-

dealing with his own local potentate, the7iiiti!>ii(lt>nfcNof Bordeaux* The^^ ^

latter discussion not only served as the means to familiarize the reader 

with Gradis 1 high minded attitude tcward the service of the Crown but
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emphasised the independence of the regional intendant.

The general conditions of Marine administration having been 

adumbrated, the time was practically ripe to draw the discussion back 

to Francois Bigot himself, to find out from whence he had sprung? but 

not before something had been said about the social milieu of the Marine 

in general. The lack of any serious study on this subject made the 

task more difficult. Drawing upon the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 

the Begon correspondence, the Rochemore testimony and & couple of 

secondary works, it was possible to put together a few introductory 

remarks on the subject. Although far from definitive they are offered 

in the hope that they are at least a beginning on an important subject 

which deserves more attention* Owing to the information of the Gradis 

papers the second part of the chapter was more successful. Not only 

was it possible to give the vital details of the Bigot family but it even
e

became possible to speculate upon relationships between the members. 

Particularly interesting was the dominant role JBranc^ois 1 mother seems 

to have played in keeping the family together and directing their energies. 

It is apparent that Eranc^ois, far from being a self-made man, ruthlessly 

determined to improve his individual fortunes, was a beloved member of 

an ambitious family which had been painstakingly raising its social 

position over a period of generations. Par from being the 'petit 

compagnon* so sarcastically denounced by his judges, the conclusion to 

be drawn from Chapter II is that barring the loss of Canada he would 

have been accepted into Court society upon his retirement with scarcely 

any difficulty.

In 1723 Bigot left his home to enter the service at Rochefort. 

Aside from a few entries in his Btat de service and a couple of super-
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ficial references in his "brief to the court, the years 1723-1739 

were ignored. Surely they were seminal but where was information to 

"be found? The logical source was the Roohefort correspondence between 

intendant and minister. Fairly complete records survive and although 

there are few direct references to Bigot, as was to be expected^ a 

careful reading of the documents has nevertheless permitted a fairly 

comprehensive reconstruction of the administrative departments of the 

port, their functions and problems. Since the central figure of the 

investigation is Bigot, after all, what better system of exposition 

could have been adopted than to follow him through his postings, learning 

about the port, perhaps in an order not so far removed from his own 

experience.

Administrative structures described, Rochefort was not yet disposed 

of. The question remained; did Bigot learn corrupt practices at the 

port before he left for Canada? As in the previous chapter there was 

little direct evidence on Bigot but a plethora of ministerial complaints 

about fraud were recorded. Combining the official correspondence with 

an anonymous pamphlet about conditions at sea and information from the 

Gradis papers, it was possible to trace shady practices from Versailles 

down to the lowest petty officer. Not that they were conducted without 

any restraint. There appeared to be certain conventions which governed 

the conditions and amount of graft which was acceptable, indeterminate 

though they may have been. If anything the amount tolerated may have 

been related to the station attained in the administrative hierarchy. 

In the colonies, at any rate, access to extra-curricular income was 

closely related to the power wielded by an official and sometimes this 

came down to the overt question of how many votes he could command on 

the Superior Council.



Chapter V explores further the institutional structures of 

colonial government, pursuing the question of the power exercised 

Toy the colonial chiefs and attacking the issue of independence from 

Versailles from the colonial point of view* No great claims for 

originality can "be made, since most of the material used was quarried 

from secondary ̂sources. Nevertheless it was required to link the 

discussion of fraud in the Rrench ports to fraud in the colonies and 

in this context advances the hypothesis that effective discipline was 

ruled out essentially owing to the impossibility of finding adequate 

replacements for corrupt personnel. -In particular it was stimulating 

to come to grips with the ancient controversy" over the nature of 

Canadian institutions and if the arguments presented are not definitive
 

it is hoped, at least, that they advance the discussion by another step*

Chapter VI treats the affaire du Canada itself reviewing some of 

the evidence and facing directly the question of the extent to which 

Bigot can be said to have deviated from the norm* Its thesis is 

fundamentally that only insofar as Bigot exceeded the conventional limits 

 to casual fraud ought he to have been held criminally responsible by 

the court. Unsatisfactory though the information might be, some 

further evidence has been accumulated to show that Bigot might well 

have made a substantial portion of his fortune legitimately, but this 

is really of secondary concern.

What the discussion of the last chapter assumes is that the 

phenomenon of institutionalized fraud has been proved. Although certain
 

advanced jurisprudential circles of the early eighteenth century may 

have disapproved, no effective steps to eliminate it appear to have

been taken until Prance was engulfed by the disas-q§rous Seven Years War
^

No doubt to it can be attributed much responsibility for military
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defeat and yet it is for another study tj determine whether British 

colonial administration was much more honest* Government service 

was, after all, the high road to social advancement and riches* 

Service in the colonies was, for the aspiring, one possible route 

to success* The pursuit of power was a game played in deadly earnest 

by determined competitors, who were ruthless in their tactics. If 

the stakes were high then so too were the dangers and only a few

players won. Bigot was exceptional primarily in the drama of his
»

trial and life banishment, but because he was typical, he is none­ 

theless worthy of attention. Indeed, it is his very representativeness 

which justifies a thesis devoted to the study of his life since it 

throws into such vivid relief the assumptions and conventions of his 

time*
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INTRODUCTION

'MONOPOLIES, ABUS, VEXATIONS et FKwVARICATIOffS 1 ^

The title phrase is the blanket charge levelled against fifty- 

six former administrators of New France on the 12 December, l?6l, 

at the Chatelet in Paris. It marked the culmination of raore th^n 

a year cf inquiry into the origins of the for tuner, which the officials 

had brought back with them to Prance and >.'as the beginning of a sho?: 

trial which ras to last for nearly two years. It resulted in 

thousands of pages of conflicting testimony about monopolies and 

fraudulent practices which were alleged to have grown up primarily 

under the protection of the last intendant, Francois Bigot, The 

degree to which Bigot's actions were typical of administrators in 

the French Marine and Colonies during the first half of the eighteenth 

century is the major point of this inquiry.

Until recently historians of New France have for the most part 

restricted their attention exclusively to the colony itself, contenting 

themselves with a few dismissive remarks about its place in the 

metropolitan structure. Now, as the strictly Canadian sources have 

been more thoroughly culled and the historical events chronicled, 

attention has been turning to the ii^v^ri,';,! relatlo:-.'sh\p in an effort 

to explain the complex and often elusive influences exerted by France

and'more broadly by Europe on the colony. Guy Fregau"Vt in La Guerre

2de la Conquete, and G.F.G. Stanley in his Kew_ France; The Last
z

Phase 1744-1760, were both at pains to describe the impact of 

European strategic considerations upon the North American theatre of

1. C.P.A., K-GH8, G8(5) : Arret du Conseil, 12'December, 1761.
2. (Montreal, 1955).
3. (Toronto, 1968).



the Seven Years War. Other recent work has explored the economic 

ties between the two countries: Dale Miquelon having examined the 

accounts of Robert .Dugard, Havy and Leiehvra. and John Bosher having 

produced, a number of monographs on the trans-Atlantic merchant
c

community. Yet despite a growing awareness of the implications of 

colonial s'.atus, very little has been tiaid about the administrators 

of the colony as Europeans, .with European backgrounds, ^..ssumptions 

ar;d ambitions. Still less is -known of the ^crninj ?tra live services 

ai- an extention of the French department of F.arine.

Granted, W.J. Eccles observed that Frontenac accepted the 

Canadian gubernatorial post because he t-^.v; it as a rn^ans to n.erjd h±x

.European fortunes, and Fregault ru;-intained that Bigot viewed t.ho

7 colony from the same point of vj^v?;' but having ii;ade thet:e observations.

the background and early tradnrin.T of the officials was neglected. Both 

vrere mature men when they were dispatched to the colonies, Bigot vas 

nearing forty; so, it is unlikely that they acquired new habits and 

values at that stage of their lives. Clearly, it is of interest to 

know more about the formative years of their lives, and fortunately, 

in Bigot's case, the correspondence he e; ye hanged with David. Ah re ham 

and Moise Gradis, members of an influential r^rcantile family of 

his native city, Bordeaux, has thrown much light upon his family and 

business associations. Chapter II, in particular, discusses his 

family- while chapters IV and V.I deal with his business concerns.

If little has been said about the training of colonial aunin- 

istrators, it is no doubt owing at Irast in part to a dearth of 

literature on the administrative corps of the French jYarine. Nothing

4. t Robert IV.sard and the- Societe du Canada of Kcuen, 1729-1770.*. 
(Toronto Univ. PhD. thesis 1975).

5. 'French Protestant Families in Canadian Trade 1740-1760'; 
•A Quebec Kerchnnt's Trading Circles in France ana Canada 1 ; 
'Le ravi tai llement de Qu<Cbtc en 1T!?&'» lilEtoaTe^^ocip^e, Ottawa,

6. Rrontfcnac: cl r̂ e Courtier (Governor (Toronto,
7



of any str ture has been published since Albert Duchene's. La Pclitique 

Col on i ale de 1 a Fra rice; If? Mi ..nlstfcre-des Colonie^ ^^A^LJ^J1£.11§H *
o

appeared in 1928. While containing eonie useful information about 

the central offices in Versailles, Ministers and their assistants, 

it passed over the ports in silence and said little more about the 

administrative divisions within the department. Consequently, as a 

source of information about Bigot's training at Rochefort it is of 

little is Be. Resort therefore had >to be .jEnde to the Rochefort official 

correspondence. Fortunately Gradis maintained close relations net 

only v/ith the authorities of Bordeaux but also of Bochefort and 

Versailles, with the result that a comparison of the two series has 

provided a vivid picture of the structure of the provincial service, 

its work and assumptions. These are set out in chapters I, III, a^cl 

IV,

The literature on the French colonial empire as a whole, too^

io scant. Were it not for Pierre H. Boulle's masterly French Colonies
Q 

and .the Reform of theLr Adnini straiion there would be an almost_

total void. Eocc^llent though it is, his scope required that eighteenth 

century efforts to control corruption be treated RS a secondary theme. 

But in Bigot's case it is the charges of massive corruption laid 

a gainst him in the af f a i. re du Canada which are of primary interest. 

/part from the fascination of scandal 9 they are important because the 

court alleged tha t. Bigot ''s cor^nipt ion ^as the fundamental cause of 

the losf, of Canada. They are even more interesting in so far as the 

court believed Bigot's manoeuvres were only too typical of colonial 

administration in general and, if correct? the trial literature 

provides a rich source for the reconstruction of administrative

8. (Parir.).
9. (Berkeley Univ. PhD thesis 1968).
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practice. Unfortunately, the conditions under which the trial was 

prosecuted *,t the close of a disastrous war which had literally 

bankrupted the Boyal -.Treasury, render suspect the motives of the 

Court and the objectivity of the verdicts. In particular, the 

court's d-€ter.r-ri nation to convict the accused at all costs and to 

hold individuals rather than institutions responsible-, for colonial 

corruption, understandably encouraged them to deny all charges 

¥/hero documentary evidence did not exist. Thus as historical scarce:5 , 

the briefs are unreliable- Fortunately, the Gradis correspondence 

provides an excellent 'control 1 on this testimony arid it: invoked for 

this purpose particularly in chapter III*

A new study on Bigot would have been justified even h&d the 

Gradis papers not been made available. Comprehensive as was FreVault's 

bibliography, the student is forced to conclude that he neither read 

all the -evidence as carefully as he ought to have done, nor did he 

approach the question with a sufficiently open mind to produce an 

objective and judicious summary. He shoved himself willing, although 

never missing an opportunity to denigrate the veracity of Bigot's 

testimony, to believe any slanders agcinst any administrator even 

when they came from a source he regarded as so unreliable as Bigot; 

as when, for example, he built a case against the officers charged 

with the recovery of goods from the corr/icted Canadians, starting 

from the allegation in Bigot's appeal of 1773 •

Personne n 1 ignore le desordre qui a paru dans 
les comptes du sequestre, et la dissipation des 
I'onds que le jugement du Canada devoit faire rentrer 
au Roy, 10

Although in his inventory Fregault listed AN, T/ 364, one of the 

four cartons containing the documents relative to the recovery, it

1(X BN., loss. fr., 16207: 52v: Memoire justificatif en faveur du 
Sieur Bigot, 1775; cited by Fregault, JL:JLAJ_- * II* P- 380.



would be kinder to assume that he never saw it rather tb: v ) to 

believe he made the superficial use of it that his work suggests. 

Eased upon a report of 1764, reproduced in the Canadian official 

correspondence, he leapt to the conclusion that large sums had been 

pilfered from the sequester. He glossed tho report as saying that:

En 1764, le roi ne retira cue 618, 963 livres sur les 
"biens du candare/ie, et le ir4 verier des colonies, 
prepose au sequestre, calcula:" t qu'il ne re5ita.it que 
225,000 livres ..environ .a recouvrer..

But Bigot was reputed to be worth at least 14.- ir.ii3i.on j^vrej;, -What 

had become of the rest? Watched as he vrar, , Fregault argued, Bigot 

could not have hidden them. So, he concluded:

L* administration du Canada avs.it raontre des signes 
evidents de corruption; celle de la metropole ne 
vala.it, pas inieux.-^

Had Fregault bothered to read even a few of the documents of the 

listed V7 364 he would have discovered just how baseless was this 

slander. Piece 115? psge 15 » dated the 7 March, 1772? ~^Q report

of the CoiiTiisgaires C^r/ "^aux reported that 1,518,254 3 ivre s.. _...,., -q^p - «-.
* 

2 sols 8 rlernie_r£ had been recovered from Bigot's goods.

Fregault, still on the same tack, calumniated the Minister, 

Choiseul himself. Upon a irdsreading of a series of letters reproduced 

in the Report of the Csnadian Public Archives of 1904 he alleged that 

Choiseul, rather than delivering .Bigot' ̂  silver plate to the mint., 

divided it among 'his friends. Had he not been sc determined '-to make 

criminals out of everyone who passed urier his pen, the letters in 

^e R«C«P-A'. alone would have convinced him that the plate was duly 

paid for. On thr- 50 January, 1764 Choiseul instructed the cpjn.trovlieur 

general;

11. AC, C11A, 105, PP- 961-966: cittd by Fregault, F.B.A.F. P-3cO
12. Ibid., p, 381.
13.. Ibid., p. 382.



Comme vous desires, M. , de conserve r la 
isseUfi d 'argent qui provitnt du 'Sr. Bigot, su 

ItCu. ue 1'envoyer a la monnoye pour y etre fondue, 
je crois cue vcus feres bien de la fwire retirer 
plus tot cue plus tard t parce que plusieurs per- 
sonnes me 1'ont deja faitte demander. Vous -prendros 
ensuite des arrangements pour la valeur de cstte

Writing to the f/arechal de Richelieu on the 12 February. 1764 Choiseul 

informed him:

je vous observerai seulemer.t qu'il y aura 
quelques-unes de ces pieces dor, t le prix s-era r-lus 
fort que celuy de 3.a vai.s-Hellfv '-ordinaire et M, de 
Fontanieu vous en fera part. -^-5

And agfl.in on the 27 February, 17^4 Choiteul instructed M, de Fontanlou ;
/

de faire remettre a M. le Marechal les pieces qui 
sont portees sur cet ordre et dont le 'payf-t^nt 
sera fait suivant le prix dont nous somiiies convenus 
dans notre dernier

Should any doubt remain as to whether the plate was paid for, it is 

dispelled "by pieces 5, 105, 106, 106 bis, 107 of V7 364 which are 

"accounts of payments on the silver; end. by piece 158 of Y7 3&2 which 

shows a final total of 58? 796 ^jijvres 10 _sols_ 1 ^iernier for the silver 

on the 22 May, 1764? a sura higher even than the value estimated for 

the silver in the original itemized inventory of the goods at Yaugien,

Bigot's chateau south of Versailles. Dated 31 Januery, 1764 it was

17 estimated at 51?4^6 ^Irvres 16 ^ol£ 9 derniers.

Although ixege-ult admitted the political nature of the trial and 

that Bigot \vas made a 'bj:mc_ ..^lijf^lzg. ' ^y 4o^e eiiibarrassed government; 

his personal indignation at the frauds arjd pasaioriate identification 

with the sufferings of the colonists, abandoned to their fate by the 

metropolitan power, combined to make him the prisoner of his rather

14- RCPA. 1904, p. 23,
15. Ibid.
16. Ibid.
17. A^., V7 362, p. 211.



inconsistent assumptions. Either Bigot was victimised or justly 

punished; so he ought not, at one n;oni(-r:t, to be portrayed as the 

.*3oe.t51 .cornpagnon' no more.> than a srr.all cog in a large irwchir:?, ?:nd 

the next an arch fiend who single-handedly corrupted the adminis­ 

trative corps of the \d<olo colony.

It Tnsy be that Fregault's problems stemmed iron the transitional 

period in v.-hich he wrote the book. Although one of the rising 

generation -of . <guebeco_is historians trained in the techi/iques of 

systematic historiography, apparently he could ret resist the 

attractions of the romantic narrative. It is not without much 

Justification that Jean Blain, in his review of Pregault ? n work 

observed:

Tre^ult r;!y::Me Grc'-!.;1x a le culte du hercs; r^is
contrairerrient a Grculx, ii a en outre 1'obsession
de 1'anti-heros dont on peut retrox;v-er laa'Jnts_ _

dans ses

The great interest of the present work is to present Bigot in
N

a more sympathetic light, taking into account not only the slanders 

of his enemies but also the opinions of his friends. In the process 

the trial literature has been re-examined in the context of the 

official correspondence of Canada, Isle Ko.yale, (no-.7 Cape Breton, 

Nova Scotia), and Rochefort and the Gradis letters. Yet, it is r^ot 

so much Bigot's guilt'or innocence which is at stake but rather the 

degree to vhich Bigot can be taken as representative of i?rench 

colonial officials. The ultimate goal, therefore, of this work is 

to present through Bigot's experience : more accurate picture of 

French colonial and naval administration in the mid-eighteenth 

century.

18. 'EconoJTile et Societe.en Nouvel.le France ', Eevue d Mlis toire 
de I 1 -A^ericmg frgnyf,j se, 28-2, (Pepiero-r 1974). """""
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CHAPTER I

HEAD OFFICE

The major substantiated charge against Bigot :r\ the ;-.ffaire du 

2irIH.^.5. '*'T* y that vrhiie ijij^ck^t of Canada he carried or; a business 

•with Abraham Gradis, a wealthy Horde-lain shipper, and Br^ard, t.-e 

^cgrijtroleur of Cca^.da, which sold jarge quantities of floods to the 

uoyal Stores at Quebec. 'Hie court maintained thr;,t the goocib were 

sold at prices well above the market ra.~i.f-. and it vxas in-plied that 

this combine would not havo been penrit-ed were it not for the 

protection of one of the first cniimiitF- at Versailles, Arnaud de La 

Porte. Prior to the -opening of the Gradi.s corr^spondenco, it vrac- 

impossible to eay arsything conclusive about the relainom-iMp- betv-eon 

JBigot, de La Porte and Gradis c.nd the profits which accrued. Now 

that the letters are available, these questions can be re-opened 

profitably. In order to detvinnirie 'whether de La. Porte vras capable 

of protecting the cojr'.bine it v.ill be necessary to examine his 

influence in Versailles. Fortunately, the Gradis letters afford 

not only an insight into the minister's office but als) yield, much 

that is new on the relationship between Versailles and the ports, 

So besides.illuminating the Bigot affair, directly, they contribute 

to a better understanding of the general administration of the 

Marine-

Although generally regarded,- and rightly so, -.s the man most 

responsible for colonial, administration, the degree of control which 

the minister of the Marine exercised ovor the colonial empire even 

in 1760, vras far from complete. Not only rere the colonies distant 

and communication slow, but his authority v»-as shared v-.ith other 

minister P. The minister of V?rar c-ntinued to hold responsibility



j^£^la_j!>rre> stationed in the colonies, 'ilio. _cc>r»j.r<.' 

r^ifral, Bi^nr.^Ml custonir.. KOir.e cojonial revenues and interfered, in 

patronage. He. was also an influential rnenber of the Council of 

Coimnerce which deliberated on comrercia.1 policy and oversaw the 

l^^i^Jr^j^'l^ I'fi^tfs. v 'hich not only carried o:: en important i.art of 

i.he trade with Horrh America and the Caribbean, but n;Mnrf;ed the 

faotori.es in Africa, Indie, Arabia, Eurrna , and China. '1'he far-flung 

F-cope of the company'.' -. rr^.pon^j Dilitieo L-^ lead Pierre Bo v; lie 'o 

o.r/;ae that the Marine, 'was in fV:.ct reftrjcted in its colonial 

activities to the Frencii possessions in America and in its nw.val 

activities to the Atlantic Ocean. ' Even tbOf-e colonies w-ere liable 

to .be visited by royal inter.dants as agents of the Cra^oil jdJF.t.'.^t. 

^o, Mr. rieldhoo^e analysed the situation accarately v;hen he argued 

that:

The colonial empire suffered from too much inter­ 
ference with insufficient concentration of 
re sponsi bi 1 i ty » 2   

Tlie origin of the Jferine has been traced to the nomination of 

Clausse <,'e Karcbavjj.'jont as secretary of state to the l.'iarine in l c;47« 

'I?;e L'arlne was at that ti::.o ad^rinistered by the .'';d;;iiral of Fn-inoe, 

Henri de I.'ont:.;;oierjcy. After the death of the adn^ral. Cardinal 

Richelieu, under the title of grand master, chief and superinter.dant 

of navi;^:tien and conferee, was responf-ible for the "LV.ririe ahd Colonies. 

He was aided by two chief <-:.dinir;irytrf»toi:; ., one .for the Tenant, the 

other for the Levant. \Vhen Richelieu died, the char.-o of f-dirdral of 

France was re-established in favour of the IX;ke of Beaufort. It vap,

1. Boulle, op.cit., p. 29.
2. Fieldhouse, D.K. , T.ne Colo_nt&l Errr?res, (londnr:, 1966) p. 37:
3. The Levant referred to France's i/editerranean ports; the Ponant 

to the Atlantic and Channel ones.
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however, Lyonne, the secretaiy of state for Foreign Affairs, who 

signed and gave the orders. Since his responsibility for Foreign 

Affairs prevented him iron taking full cognizance cf tho >r.rine, 

he had to rely heavily upon his com^is_ (adininirtrators).

In 1^69, Coltort pcor:-Lic :.aed Louis X.1V to create a separate 

(XT"i;*rtn.c-nt of state for the Varine of which he was ^iw-n th^ super­ 

vision. Hence forth, there would be an admiral of Frar.-ce, but he 

v;culd have Jirnited powers and no control over th^ ministry. -i.nco 

Colbert continued to act a:-- cent

between the CortrfxLje and the K^rine for authority over the colonies 

was temporarily ended j but PI nee' Seifrne.lay, Colbert's son and 

successor ?:t the Marine, ciid not retain the C-ontro^|- at Colbert ? s 

r'eath, the former divisions •;••?-(• re-instated..

As dei'iands increased upon tlie bureaucracy, so also did its size. 

At first Colbert had employed onl\r three ^^nj^- By his death in 

1683, having assumed the direction of Commerce, Consulate and Colonies, 

in addition to the FarJr,?-;, he had acquired m:oth^r six* Under 

Seig-nelay, two cf'-nunis, Yalocitrres and ?.': orf j l-Boistiroux were pre-er:irjent. 

Vhis pattern v-as at first carried over into the irdnintry of Pent- 

chartrain. By 1715» there were four first corr.iris and five in 1729» 

under v'hom there were nine second coF-iBis in charge of details. In 

1740, there vrere eight first jco_rynis in charge of eif;ht boards 

employing sixty-five second ard third cc.r;n:i^ and eecrst.aries- The

v * n i n n + '- T * - , 6 n boards were: Hond_s_, j-J 'J-^-et'* '^I71!!!'''!:'5 ^j^ce^des^ ;-r::^fcg, _Coriner

Consulats, Gffic_iers d f Ej3ee et de Plume t ,I>£T^o_t_de_c___C^T-1e?_et_ Pl£.ni-«

4. For fuller trea tinont .s^e below p. 109,
5. (sic) R. La Roque de Eoqr;ebrone, 'La direction de ].a l\Touvelle

Frarce 1 , Pevv^3 ji^i^toire ae 1 yA^^rj.cai^rJFrfcncRise;. (Ksrs 1933) P«475
6. k'aurepas replaced the old duality cf Levant and Porsant vith this 

single office I.p.cour-Gr.yet, La Marine Kilitsire de La France 
F-OUS Le .Regne de LCUI..E X¥, (paric 1910)» p.105.

- i

J. Crea-.'.cd on the 19 November, 1720, "pour la conservation de;? cartes 
plans, journaux, nrnoires ..." and to be admirn c:t(-/red bv xn'
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^^J: ~ 91§^fit» e n^ Coin!2_i^j3•

Until 17:0, thoi?'-: cc-lonial affairs for vhioh the    Xrine hod been 

responsible were handled in the "bureaux of the Levant and the Por.snt, 

together rcith other naval concerns. In that year, the Bp_rtj^\j^e_s_ 

Colo_r;i^s-v;;-:£: created a?; a new s-ub-department of the Marine; with its 

cv n i£ii:iHXJ^ 05i:iL±-'   ̂ 750, this department v;as ^ivtn .a j'url.hf-jr

degree o'i" £^to!:-oiny v;hen colonial finances v/ere st-i^r-c-.ted fro-i those

_ *^\
of t;:*; r>av.-% altbourh ilx^ Co^jollo contir; !>;-J. to -:?fJ.".;;vi5-,ror them.—•'--""""C*"

A ^r-^cit d-al of effort h^s s° ? -e into detersniiung the degree of 

influence v.-hich the V''-f:;.5^r^CGfl:ms of the B^n^a^je^ C-}orae^ 

exercised. This roint is of p-irticular rc-le^vp:nc« to c^r study of 

Bifrot since it ha« b-ieri ri:-j.intair.ed tlnat it vas possrb-le for him to 

elaborate bis corrupt practices in Canada t:nly on tl^e strength of the- 

first ^O£f*ni_^. de Jja Forte's, protection. Since even Die Graais 

correspondence yields no cor; elusive proof, the is;- 1,."-:: here ii- to 

c.e lerc:ine just wh^.t the extent of the fi.7':~t '-'^nrijs' 'Dov-er was, to 

see whether he v>is capable of protecting Bi^ot for a dtcodo. Then 

re will examine, as far as the Gratis corresrcndence T^-r.Titn, the 

relations betv^en Gradis, Bigot's chief ccllanoraior, nncl the 

administrators at Versailles.

Apparently, cv,-in,c- to a misreading of Duchene, Roquebrune, 

forge fctiri^ tnat the   - -or-ier  cor;-reis_ was only one an.ong eight at the 

l^riiie, jncor-rcctly ooi^pyr'id his pc;st v.ivh that of a modern de-outy 

rriinister and argued that the long te-.r;n of office enjoyed by several
- >

of them ensured them a * verita,bl_ej_jj.ciati:rf; * over the administration

8. Fregault, FBAF., i. 290-293, iii. 93-100: Eoqu^brune, op.cit., 
p. 487-
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of the colonies. According to Duchei;e, with the exception of Le 

Kor;;;arjt, appointed in 1758, specifically to oversea all the bunin-.-sa 

of the.Marine and to countersign v;ith the nevr Minister, B-JS^iac, all 

oj'ders and dir,Tr-: tcr.es of the -Virine, no one P££-ij^ ;r ^^^l^^ Pr'i cr '° 

i7oO, hnd pver been invested v/i.th any no re 'qu^'une tyorte de ..j^^^n^/l 

^.iLLl^.L'l1!1!'-!'' Although arr,uinf; th.'it Bor.repas, Pellerir., de 1*3. Porte, 

end Rodder bid all assumed a special 'plt.ce in tb.e 'minister 1 o councils, 

t<oi:-,etir:;es even sitting in the Cjo^b'eiiL cie lr Kra"-jne_, louche ne did ?:ot 

m«ke any attempt to describe their re]o t: onnhip v;itli the other i-y-st 

c'e^rrds noi' to specify wiseriier ther-e others continued to enjoy direct 

access to the nvlnj.ster. "Nor was the place of privilege r-served for 

the oJ'rinistrator of the Colonies (^xclu^lvely, since of the four 

mentioned, only de La Porte held that position. Clearly, if it r-ns 

the ascendant first con^n s to whom Roquebrune KQ.S attributing 

nespotic powers, then in all but de La Forte's .case, the fix it c^uj^s 

of the Colonies was but a cipher. If, on the other hand, it was the 

first £O£;F)Xj3 of Colonies v;ho vas supposed to have this ro\;er, that 

would not only overlook the large degree of interdependence betv/een 

bureaux, and even ministries, but begs the question of the 

ascendant commig' power.

9. Roquebrune, Ibid., p. 475- Fontanieu y;as first cc'':rnis of the
Etc.,y:ing on in 1715. in spite~.---. 

of t);ie re~or(;-,'j.ni2:ation of the I.'arine by the regent. Forcade
held the post from 17^5 to 1738> surrondering it :~.c Arnaud 
de La Porte, who in turn v/as not retired until 1758.

10. Duchene, op.cit., p. 81.
11. Op.cit., p. 36. He ai/;-red that despite the creation of the

Bureau des Co_l or. :i_eg_ in 1710 5 r-'ar.y affairs concern ir^* colonies 
continued to be transacted by other offices of the ;.!arine: 
'l.'ads les de pen f-:es des colonies ce'-.'-u^-aient rattschees a celler: 
de la marine: beaucoup de questions .ay ant trait a 1'armement 
des navires dans lee ports, a la defense de nos etabl is serpents, 
au personnel administratif ou militaire a utilizer continuaient 
a etre traitees dans divers services. '



Boo lie a] :;o side-steppea the issue v here he ^en^rojized that 

the extent of the prqr^er^ccj'^jS ' role in policy inking depended

on l.-iu ability and ch« ratter and also on trie ability : an-! character

i P
of the minister under v-bom he served*""  " Apparently, he V?HS referring

I,o trie first cowmj ? ; of the !a. ; -re,-nj dc:; C^Jon.i.fcg v/hen he o.i>;ued tii^t 

this corui:i_s knew il.e precedents, v.'-:r. acquainted vr ith tiia^y inf ju^-rticil 

 cclo.nials, ana processed all of thf corres'vAic'ence T-.-:.srnn£ thro':/;;^ 

t>io office. J-V-rhcp-s, in <le La Porte'^ cape, beinp; both ,H'^^je£.,.f;SI;l?AS. 

of Colonies and ascendant £G_aj:;i£, it is conceivable t os Duchene 

argued, that he held,- '^ni-ro les v* ins, t-ur. les fils de la politiquo

'; 2;
coloniale de la. Prf.'.-ce . . . ' ' but, 'wriKther this put him in a rx>£ition 

to 'contir-ol 1 the information reaching the minister ic another question

While not wishing to quarrel with Ro cue brunt ' B o'^ervar-io.i that 

the premi f rs cosuni s devoted niore of their t:;:^- to '_le_ c ' c'^~]^' t'fl -- n 

could the minister, and the ' j e_ de ta . i Ije G '•- ^ M <- . n jgouye n t_ 1 ' g_F. :. en t; iej1 ^ , 

his claim is not proved that letters sent to the governors and

'

n:ust "be pointed cut that if a letter bears the vords, 'I.T. de La 

Porte', scribbled in the margin, this does not necessarily rr.ean that 

the minister did not see it. Furthern.oix1 , considering the respcns- 

ibilitierj attributed to ce La Porte it is i^ror-^.ible to believe that 

one man could possibly have found tine to advise the minister on 

reneral policy, carry on tho normal workload of a rer.ular first 

ccn^mjit and at the .^ame ti]r:e devote entr,^/ io obstructing, rather 

than facilitating the noriral flew of deformation,

12. Boulle, op.cit., p. 3?.
1J. Puchene, op.cit., p. 37-
1/1   Koquebrune, op.cit., p. 481-
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Since Filion's work on Maurepas did r.ot appear unlil 1972, 

"B oil lie can not be condemned for exw^r^jvitTri/T the decree to v.hicli 

this rciriister depended upon his subordinates. It ir surprising:, 

however, that he did not lokc a Htronpvr line against ?r>'^r;;:lt'H 

hypothesis about de La Porte since he -wrote that Rouille, 'preferred 

to attend to all burdnesy himself, 1 v;ith the result that the £^'ier 

co-romis* role, 'beeaiuo purely that of a bur--;iucrat keeping hii; office 

in good .order. } Since Riyuille recalj<-d Bi^ot in 1754, to anr,v:cr 

questions about his administration, clearly-, do La Po^te uli.in^t^Jly 

failed to protect bin. Tne likelihood th;--t, de !>; Pcrte ",as an

important factor in Bigot'r re~appoint:rent «R ^^I^^JL °^ ^an^d?..

~i v 
has been convincingly 'dippos^d of by ?OTJ]]O,"" and it is probably

15* Maurice Filion, ^-_b\-uifte_ej;'t_]'Action 2°..
vii---.^"jyis jip Canada. Editions Le^eac, Ottawa, 1972. Filion 
argues that l^aurepas not only n^k: the important polic^ 
decisions, but even supervised a lot of the official 
correspondence himcrIf.

16. Bo-jj.le, op.cit., p. 33- Eoulle, ai'p'vront.ly, had not made up 
his niind on the subject. On p. 33? ftnt., 18, he cited 
Frt^ault as if convinced by his argiirsent; 'At lea.st one 
pr?'!lli.e2L_9-£rLr -:ii?» Arnaud de La '"-'orte, v^'pd his office to protect 
his friends and their activities frorr; the minister's rcrutiny. 
He v.-as dipwissed in 1758 for his dishonesty.' On p. 69, ftnt., 
64, however, this certainty had become only a possibility 
since Boulle observed, 'That Arraud de La Forte kept compromising 
documents out of the Minister's hands is; possible .,»' and rent 
on to r-;r ;?,i:e that in any c?-:se, the minister had sufficient 
info7-:rvr:tion to have ,Hi,-:ot dl rGis.^ed- AY p. 115, however- de La 
Porte is referred to once again as Bigot's ally and the censor 
of the minister *s.Ti;ail-.

17. Eoulle, ibid,, pp. 88-89. Poulle argued that the strategic.
situation alone and the appointment of a nevr govt;i ncr-general, 
Vaudreuil, ir.ade Bi,;-;ot's return indispensable. His contention 
that the minister probably did not kncv: that Bigot was stealing, 
is less convincing rince in the very n^or.t phrase he noted that • 
Iv'-chault's very first letters to Bi/rot after his ret.r^rn to 
Canada shov,r 'evident distrust 1 . More likoly, is that the 
minister was only too sure of Bigot's disho.r.esty, in vhich he 
differed but little from n-nny other coicrsial administrators, 
but was onlv unaware of its extent.
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i-uife to disraiss as mere f,ORr,:lp iviontcalm's belief that it was de la

1 ft 
Porte v/ho prevented disciplinary aetion being taker.! against Figot.

V/ho.t then wan the role that de La Porte played at Versailles? The 

Gradio correspor.cience provides sone clues*

Abraho": Gr^dis developed dncrtas-tngly cloro connect:'ons with

the administrators at Versailles during the 3_750 !s * .^ s Canaoa'a
« 

ofi'icie.1 ^u-pplier ? he travelled to Y^rsnilles c-;t lear-.t once- a yyar

eni dirr.iri^ t.h« pe^k shippiri^ p?-riod -from January throur-h - June, often 

dispatched five letters or more to the court a w^ek. He kntjv/ the 

officials personally ar.n ^.nrlerstood their conversions. This kr,Gv;ledge 

and the t^ct with v:hich he approached Veisarllles na.de the difference 

between receiving- payirsent or bankruptcy. Consequently, his corr .- «- 

ponrience provides a valuable insight into the administrative'practice 

of the Marine.

As rr.i^ht have "been assumed, his correspondence-with the rr.lri ster 

is of a purely forms1 nature. In it he discussed the quantities of 

^;oods to be shipped to North America, the prices at which they could 

be purchased, rhe amount of time required to process, p-ick and ship 

them, to v.: hom they v:ere to be directed in the color;/ and hov: he v;as 

to be reirrfcursed. During the shipping season, the. minister was given 

a weekly progress report on operations and explanatiovis for any delays- 

Gradis- never doubted but that his letters vent direct'..y to the minister, 

nor that ultimately the minister rr.v.de the final allocation of contracts.

Hi rough out the 17>0's he jr;aintained a detailed correspondence v/ith 

both the minister and de La Porte, frequently repeating the frame 

information in letters to .each of thee. After a particularly busy 

sr.eJ. 1, on the 2 /: r,ril, 1757, Gradis apologi':,--:d to de La Porte for

..18* K~R. C^Egrnin, ed., ;^;'3^rial__de_JJc^vtcs-lir, JJ5£-3.76(3, (Montreal, 
  1689-95) p. 489; cited" by Fr gault7"".JA|f, i. ""
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having failed to keep hi^i ported on the progress of his shipping, 

Uc t.:v.cub-ed himself t^yin^ 'he expected de I-a Porto v.wld have seen 

the letters he had v-ritlon to the mnist'-r, 1 ''' An even more striking 

example of the 'clear distinction in Gradis 1 rrrind between the minister 

i::-,d de La IV.rto Is afforded by hi:- letter of tho 20 Septtr-ber, 17/5* 

in which Gradis apologised to de La Porte*

Quo: quo nou!-- soyons bien convaincu, f;V>n&( ieujr, 
qu'il n'a point deper.Ou de votro T/r-otfxIori a,i;pres du 
 J.-!-JriJ.s.tre quv nou^ jvayonr etc TGn:V.c,i;.rce c>? nos &%'aricej; 
pour les fourriit-,:'^;s de C,\:ebec et de Louj. si'O'u:r r/;; nouo 
aVons cru ar; 'il ne seroit point hors <«£  propon qut? 
nous en ecrivisjons no"us r^eirse au Kin:istr« pour solicitor 
a notre reinbourcenent ...20

1'his is not to say that Gradis did not recorrii/'e the.- influence

v.hich de J.s Porte exercised. On the 1 Ksy, 1757, just fifter iv^oran
>

succeeded f-^chault f:s minis Ler, Gradis v.-.rote to de La I-'orte to ;;han

him for the 'lettre oi/ligeante que vous ave?; eu la Vonte de nous
rj -i 

procurer du Ministre*' ' and he observed in another Do tier to M. 'fer

de La Riviere, an accountant in the office at V-er.^i

«je f-jais parfaitement bien que je suis rede :/ablo a 
M. cie La Forte de la confjance que le IViinistre me

po
ternci/rno.

Although he did not be 1:5 eve that de la Porte r^ce the r;jrister j s 

decisions for hiir, obviously the minister consulted vrith de La Porte, 

so it vas a good idea to lobby both of them concurrent.!;/. In fact, it 

r/as useful to cultivrite otbr-r clerkn in tVie office nln^e de la Porte 

in his turn was influencc-.d .by the advice of hj,s subordinates,
*

On the 2'5 November, 1755 negotiating the contract for 1756 

Cradis v;rote to de La Porte offering his services and suggesting that 

he might recommend them to the minister. Ke pointed out that the

19. Gradis Correspondence, Gory "book Europe, iii, 94.
20. Gradis Coi-responden.ee, Copybook Europe, i. 86.
21. Gradis Correspondence-, Copybook Europe, iii. 36.
22. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, iii. 37.
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outbreak of war had g.rva tl.y :r, creased the risks thy t h^d to "be run

d^rei 'w^ethvr c.: La 1'ori.c j;iij-ht not ho aMe to think c:>. 

way to decrease1 them* Writing the Ba^e 'day to La HJvjere, 

Grsclis told him that:

II r-e? oi t i.re.f; jj.Vrir.' ty<r.~ux ouo r--s foi:rni1/,r^s 
. fu^.ent -;:;^;.rqufees et dis ; » :  xf^'fa cenr. diforents 

vejsses'ax o-j j-ioy cm 'on ne pv.ut eviter de aajre 
3>i:~f--£:r a Out-h^c*^^

24 
"'t.o Kini^Uvr's l^t.t*-.-:- of tlit. 1J. ; Ja .r/ ...... :r./', '17^6 rejected the EU^sticJi,

l»it the C:>:c.ri};"lc ir; noj.e t>;e loss ill^slrstive of the rol^.tior::; arr:or:g 

tht-: r..<i;rJ ri?.sxr'- iivo officers and the rcanrier ir; ¥Jiich GrKdii-; ^.x tempted 

to exploit the:n.

/ItroufTh Gradis ^;as on r.^rfdcjentl;/ good terras Vii1h de L^ ?o~rte 

to reu^rk to j-r^ird^ th^ former contx;ol6;ur of C.j.ie'bec;

Nous nous flattens PUT la pznotx: ctiun de Llr La 
p(orte) et qu'il nous rendra lous les sc-.rvic^^ c^ui 
dependeront de lui dans cette occasion, ̂ 5

T-.^ cci;3d 'not rely upon the first con^ns' a sterna, tic support for a3 1 

proposition":? he rrdght put forward. Fo even found it e^-f^dient, in 

at Ir^ast one case, v.hile enlisting; Bigot's pf 'iruaKive influence to 

rot;ke it appear that he ignored the int^ndarst^'j; initiative. Previci:r-ly 

in the t-:ar:e letter he had ohserved:

Noun n'avons pas juge .convenahle sur ceque 
vous nous fr.itte? IMior.r ^ur de nous n^rq^er croe 
I'arny.de Quebec devoit vr-r.y foirniir v.re lot^re de 
recoihna.r:dati.,;n en notre i':rveur pour V.r de I/A p(orte) 
pour . 1 ! enga,'>'j r a noun procuv^r des asseurancer, et 
qu''il devoit nous ecrire au sujct >::t G'afTJr de notre 
cot/? aupres de luy* Nous avons pen^e qu'il coi:venois 
d'attendre d 'avoir recue les lettres que VOUL- nous? 
annonces nlutot que de rien den-nnder et faire connoitre 
que nous i^rjorons totale;rc.i-;t Its bontes de I'arrsy,

The letter ir 'ts addressed to Hochefort whore Brfeard'-K-ar- f.xpected t 

arrive from Canada shortly. He ^as tie/veiling on Gradis 1 ship,

23. Grauir; Correcpondenee, Copybook Europe, ;L, l[;4a,
24. Cradis Correspondence, Copybook Ministry, p. 26a,
?S. OrRd:lr> Corrosr-ordenr^, f< /^T'>r hcok i <r-roT:e, "/" ^•^••^-•'bf-T 1755.. i  »



the Henpii^e.

Perhaps due to.the L°te arrival in Prar.oe of the j^I^E'l!-§. on 

the 14 I-cceu'ber, Gradis d^ciithvd to ar-r>rc-ac!i de La Porte bo fore Blrot 

letter arrived. He was still eager for h«3.p from the Canadians and 

rtbu-ked Ijreard on the 2Q rVeernber for .ha v-ing failed to frlve him fary- 

advice or: how to approach the minister. He 'was unhappy not to iv.-~--.ve 

received .Ki^ot's letter but thanked Bre^rd for having v/ritten to de 

L'.; Porte on :riv; !>'.}"

Vous r;e raarques "r avoir ecrit a Mr de La 
^orte £>ur nor fournitares du Cr--.r.adn de 17 c; 6 efin 
cu'il trouve q-uelov.e expedient coin- leur eijvoye 
-; leur deB'iination avec moins oe risques, 1''- 0

So it.v/ould appOoT- that de la Porte could not have ly^.t-n crirain.-:.! 1;.- 

i.-:; ted v: th Bjrv ; t ^"d ("rnrnr. Had he bf-.c-n, Grr.d^s v;oi-.ld not 1 - YO 

had to ?.-oi-ry about his support, nor wonld Gradis have had to rr-etf-nd 

tlnat his relations v?ith- Bigot were less intimate than they'vrei'e. 

Obviously, Gradis believed that an opinion from Bi^ot, x.-iuviuec. c;.e 

La Porte believed it to t-o independent, v/onld -influence the first 

cor^-rds^ decision to advocate trie renewal of the Gradis contract* It 

so.ems unlikely that Gradis v/ould hsve ignored a special understanding 

between the tv;o administrators.

V.:hile interested in his own financial security, Gradis took his 

responsibilities to the service seriously. rJ thov;rh nervous of the 

risks involved in wcrtirr.e shipping, it did not occur to him to abandon 

the colony. In the same letter of the 20 December, he observed:

Je n'a.y crue dans leg circorintances dec choses 
et jl ne m'ettoit p.r-vs rnerne r>o?:sibJe dans 1'etat de la 
Colonie de ;IJG dispencer d'acorp] ir le-mer^oire.

It was for this reason and in order to attempt to lift the heavy v?ar 

ricks from his shoulders 'sans laisser la colonie n--jiquer de tout ce

26. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, i. 177
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ciunt elle a Lcuoin^ 1 , thn i, he decided to travel to Versailles to 

  consult with de L-i Porte in person. Berlinvin^-in th-> justice of 

h:i fi request he vas convinced that the minister v:ruid a/pree to 

guarantee his risks or orcer that the goods bo carried on royal 

ships, ilenee, Gradis' brother-in~lyv; observed in a letter to Ert\r :,rci 

on the 29 Dec-ember:

il n'et-;t question av.jou-rd'huy que ^e savoir corini^nr, 
If: luinirtre c-t I.'... do. La Forf  1'en Lendront uTin do 
"tjou.voir praruire u-i parly j";i>:e. Au -surpli-s ,]>  .sirj.s 
ccuvaincu d'a Vr: ; : '. e nue T .L GO La For to fajra tent ce c-u'il 
dtp^r.dr.i de n uy pour procurer 3e Party le plus i'avor-- 
oble et le p.l>).;-= avantar/-ux qu'il luy sera ro cr:t:

lie La Forte's KvJ.^rcr". rf- bes, besides having a ^n 

oversee, vere alt:o ei^ploy^-o at sundry tPs^s as the ri-ed arose. :-a 

P/iviere, ^'or example, ;--orr'-.:i ti'';Cs acted as a ^C're + ary for de L? Porto 

On the 22 Ft?bnaary, 1757, Gr--dis vrrote thanKin^r him,

'de vous etre au.ivsi bien acquitte oe la Cc.-fiinii&aJcn que 
VOUH a donne I.'i. de. la Porte de nous e or ire pour nous 
oi'doan^r que .1'intention cu Kinistre etcit QIAO ii«n ,uo 
nous arretor d^ns 1'execution de 1'operation d.ont j 'ay 
ete choree . . ,' : '3

Gradis i'ound it up^ful to r.j'iintain close rrelationr-- wi.th La 

 Riviere, not only as another channel to La Porte and the minister, 

but also because La Pdviere himself was in a position to expedite 

Gradis 1 business. A letter of the 18 July* 1755, of Gradis to La

Riviere, shov/s that t:.!O clr-.-rk-v/as doing the paper v.crk for the 

provisions sent on the King-'s account to Canada and lie Koyale that 

year!

Vr/uo nous faittes I'nmitie, Monsieur,- de nous 
inferior corri;:;e on vous a remic nos focturos des envoyes 
des lard et far ires p cur que vous euEBies a en fa, ire 
1'exainain et la verification des calcnln T-^ivr etablrir 
un prix des urs et des autres, dans Jequel entrera le 
prix d'aohat ^es barils, et tons les ontres fr?,iy. a 
quo! vous c'i-ves la' bonfe de travail?,er pourqu'on puisse 
donner les orders a "r. x de Eos tan qu'il en passe le 
traitte tant pour IPS achats quo p.:.--,rr les frets ../'^

27. Gradis Correspondence, Corrybook Europe, i. 188a.
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La Riviere v;as aim called upon in 1755 *o fettle Gradis' accoua 

for the freight of provisions sent to Birot and PuQueme in 1755 ftnd 

1754- Re seenis to hr.ve exercised a measure- of independence in devisii 

a means of settling the account after the decisions in principle had 

been iakea by the minister ideeo Gradis noted lb>:t la Rivj^re h^d 

been in direct co);Lact vr.ith the 'premier coiTiinis du bureau de 1'eyei/air 

des cr-rrrptet.i de la Marine des colonies de Parl^,'^ in order to disou"-; 

.hov; payment could be arrar;p,ed. Tee situation v/as e'/ceptior^al and i.a 

Riviere had had to be brought in because Host-an. the cc^i£;v^J_rej- 

ordonnateur of Bordeaux hod refused to '-i-^eKor do traitte' on the

grounds that Gradis had no &\>orn statements frorr, an 'a^_ij^Lyr' to

prove thc^t the goods hrid indeed been shipped. Nor did he hare ?-; ny

?1instructions from the ;;ij.ni^ ler«'' Cor.eeq'uently, it hnd. hf-.en decided

that the most ruitable ire^ra of effecting pnyip^nt v/'ji;ld be 'a^ d-i^tr'" 

de jgrg. t i f ica t ion '. It vras the pratificetiorr upon v-hich La Riviere 

was at vrork during July 1755-

Th^t it >/as indirperieabl? for official averts to maintain clos^ 

relations with the individuals aer-inisterir^ the ^erj^e is t-hov,'.n by
~^~x,

the corret'Tyondence of the later 1750' s « Even with his excellent 

connections, Gradis was tottering on the brink of hrsnkraptcy owing 

to non-payment by the Cro'-vn of outniording accounts. As early as 

the 18 July. 1755? Gradis was sufficiently hard pre-Kc-d to write to
j

La li'iviere that he v;as prepared to give up his comtirission if only he 

could receive his principal,

Q].ia?.d a la coi:i;;ii^Gion de 2>' ou'on se propose 
de r.ous allouer, nous rxi:rons 1'honneur de vers dire, 
de vous a nous, nous r.reffererions qu'on rJon r/assat 
aucune et qu'on nous tint compte de nos avarices d,-jn^ 
lesqvelles nou? ?;nm;nes drpuis bien dn ter.s. II nous 
a falu payer preenue tout cor^ptftnt et n ; ere sv,:.nt que 
la livraison de 3a plus .grar.de psrtne uous av^nt ete

50. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Kurope, i. 38a,
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fajto, £s.yant dorme des forts ac.".:.ypv,e£ p-uur er;tre inieux 
servi et pour obtenir la merchandise t r.eilleur marche.

Despite^ appeals to the minister on the 5 -August and "^' e ?0 

to do La Porte on the 29 August, and the 20 3ep lender, by th5 28 

October, 1755 »' Cradis still had received no payment on-i v.at, moved 

to appeal tc La Riviere y-;'. a^ir;. T:;j.f-. t:lr;e La Kiviere v.as a:'0,e 

to get things moving. On i.he 4 KOv^mLer, Gradis Vvjote:

sur c^ q-ij.e VGUS ^vez fait 1'honneur <-: nuvjr;. r^ro
^ ^ j

cue }-^ d--> la Po v''.<? ^e" re8;yi;-^nsir> • :;<: / nous »":t cvi'il 
se propohoit d<' nour f^ire toucher den fc-n^a; ce 1 la 
nous a erapecl'-^ dtf lixv ecrire pour le .su<o'lier *H: le 
f.airo plutot qu'il le sera possible,

Although la Riviere c.anaged to persuade de M Forte to eim/l.oy 

Gradis upon the estimatt-.fc for >;c-ren;L'-r a^d i)^c«n()er, tho account f-vr^l 

v.as not fuily paid in 1-Vbnici.ry 3'7 C;6^ .as Gratis exr.a.ainGd to .La 

Kiviere on the 7 February, his bankers v;ere making difl'icuities over 

payment of the provisions of 1756 when 375> had not yet b^t-n funded *' > 

De La Porue v.-as particularly annoyed v:hen tV;.e bankers, Chabert and

Banquet, v;rote to him r,v :-e?; tev1ri ;e; to 'laisser protester oes lettres

35r'.e char!f;e.' It appears that it was only owing to the contorting

efforts of La Riviere that the account vas fir; ally p^rid, Gradis ras 

still complaininfT to him on the 2 April rhr-it the accoi^/t v-fts out­ 

standing and it, vras o>:J.y 'in early May that I,a Riviere '.vas able to
•z£

tell -G?;-adis that ths last certificate? ?rere to b-- nifTied,

i.t° the years \\cnt by Gradi.3 was forced tc n-oke increasingly Tcn
y

visits to the Court in order to regulate his accounts and payment 

became ever; le^s prompt. In 1756 , hcirina; already spent the firat 

fortnight of the year at Versailles, Oradis left for the capital on

32. Cradis Correspondence, Copybook burcpc, i. 38a,
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June first and did r,ot get b-ck to Bordeaux urt.il the 27 Aufnirt. 

fclost of the tin:*3 he had spent waiting in the minister 1 s f.nti-cheniboi

and even so vas still awaiting cnrfirma 1.5or. of his employment upon

57the royal accounts in September.

Although the sheer lack of funds van the fvceatopt, i>v.-;.^ currant 

to prompt payFK-y t, a problem which becar-f acute at the end of the 

(;*  /cade,- ac;i!Jnif;trative ineffici--r,cy was at least « contrAbutlng 

cause. It is a^o.::ir^ not only that Gradis ' :'vi;](i have had to .sy:?/:d 

reeks at Versailles in order to get his busir^So transacted, but 

that the -ace cunt in .q shry-.ild'have-.- been norv^ at Versailles at ail, and 

by no less a perso^a^e II:an la Riviere. Si-jc^, in ^ ' .-^eral, tijo poi"-

authorities were in charge of the rriun-jf^iorr-? ? ^o f s accounts at

38 Rochefort, Ye.rpailles only ai.dj tin^ th.^-'.-i arid aut'^ori^ing pa;/me-it,,

it jiay >;ell be that this arranf^ipent ^as precipitated "by Rostan*s 

refusal to have anything io do v/ith t>ie Gradis account,' If this 

is the case it sho^s to v/h^t extent the :-crvice v/as Yulm'-rable to 

the v.-hi^s of its servant.-:. In any event, there is no doubt that it 

added to the heavy \vorklo"d already on La Riviere's -shoulders. As 

Gradis remarked to La Riviere on the 18 Septet be-r, 1756:

Vous ne ceves pas mano;uer d'oceupatjon. Les 
etats auxcuels vous travail]<--s sont perrJbles 
mais y.ersor;r;.e nnaux cue vov.s n'est en situation 
d f e n v e r. i r a bout. ̂  ^

Durir;,q: his sojourn at Versailles, Gradis v,-ork(-;o. out vrith La 

Piviere c. system that would save him time:

Je me mouleray (wrote Gradis) a 1'avenir pour 
envoyer mes lactures snr le r c-woire OIK- vous deves 
i;;e faire parrvenir de cette ^ianir.re, Je'^ous evi^eray 
un travail pcnible et iricorr-rnofie en f aidant I'appre- 
ciatior; de ceque ci^aque a/ tide- revlenora avec I^-s 
frs.j'x de voiture, coiiTT.jssion ci'achat sur les litvi:- 
et .jusqii.es a bord du navire de la man i ere q-( ;e nous

37. Gradis Co^r^sr^ondei-ce, Copybook Euvopw, i. 1/J4. 
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Once again the difficulties experienced by Gradic in the recovery
  \, 

of .his funds and his dependence upon Le Riviere f n rood v;i.l 1 was

highlighted:

Si je me trouvois dann un tutre position, 
j'attendray volontierr., rcaib vous jugee- bxen 
quo dans les circon?:- Lancer, presences, j 'ay besoin 
-de mes fonds i-our I a ire i>-ce a KCS affaires et au 
.ijiefnoire a ce qne je travai ̂ 3 o. j''-?spv?re tt je 
conipte sur let, honter: de I-'."' ae I,-i F'(orte) qu'il 
ne m'oublira pas et q\je vou: : A.ves soin de Iv 
en rafralcliir 2 a mei.*oirG da^G 1 f ooc?;rdori a

y

.F'rs iclos V.'-epj.r-r; de La Vorte inrorn^d o r f;6i \eral pro ';;/>: ss Gr;..d.is 

oft^n wrote directly .to him eii)ier to solicit preliminary approval 

for novel arrangements .or-v'her: requiring: fcxtr,'-ordirif.-.r.v po^^inistiv. tive 

notion to procure f-nids. On the 15 ."prdJ, 1755 Gradifi informed "i;"/?ot 

that he had, that pa^e Gcr.y, written to rfe T.&.tr?^-"ie re<]-nf^;rin^; thai; he 

order Ko^.tan to nirn the. forrru^-; required by Gradis for the reimburse­ 

ment of the freirht of provisions shipped to Bi^ot, .Du.Que^ne arid 

Vaudreuil, Rostan v.-as refusiinr: on the ^rro-svn.ds that the letter of 

administrative procedure l>r;d not l;een follov-'ed. at the time of dispatch. 

As in the caf:e of the contract for 1756? Oradis cupli cated his letter to 

de "La. Porte v,-j j h another one, phrased in r.oore direct language to La.

Riviere in v/hieh he complained that '(Koste.n) est fornu-iliste et il

A& 
KG pique d 'exactitude jusques a l f exces, ' ^ ~r Neither La Riviere nor

de La Porte could tn.ke the necessary ^.(ir•iniptrati^7e action or.1 their 

cvn. Oi.' the 8 July, 1755? writing to Bigot, Gradia taid:

J'e.y eu l'hor.n.eur"d ! in former Mr de La Porte de 
toutes ces difficulties qui nous peroisent bien 
depleces et 1'svonr^ prie d 1 avoir la bonte 
d' engages Le I.^irjistre a luy dr-mier des nouveaux 
ordres pour cella. ">J

In another cp.se, Gratis vrote to da La Forte on the 2$ November, 

1756, explaining that ti:e lOarquis de Vaudreuil bed sent them an order
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upon the treasurer of the Ltarino for 1,500 livres. It v:--is tho f-iitn 

which had been awarded him as a frntificat.ior. and ?  ;:  s intended to 

pay Gradis for the provisions he had Supplied to Vaudreuil. This 

manner of proceeding, Gradis admitted, 'Presei.te au premier aspect 

uiiO for^e qui paroit irrepijliere, ' f-n he v.'^s v;ritir>g to de La 

Porte for direction on hov to procure parent. At first he received 

no satisfaction from de Jja t :crte and wrote on ;>:veral occasions to 

La K.J v.'ere about it, asking run to intere<-do. viith de LM Porte. 'H-i^ 

fc.dr'd.nistr^tJo.n 's first response V^IR, typically, n:orc- red tape. On 

the 4  TKrjuar.y, 1757, Gradit, vrote to La Riviere cnnT-L" ining trat 

neither de La Porte, nor T/;:gnonville, the f f^*j f _ di^ Tresor_ %:r:?^ J 

he'd given him satisfaction. Therefore, he vould. ii-ive to se.nd to 

vaudreuil,

'Les quatre qu.-rren de p^rcheinJn qi;e vous 1001:5: r-dress-e 
pourqu'il lef srsigne et nous les renvoyo 'par q^otre 
differentes vaisfveaio: ...47

Oradis' persistence v:as j"'jr;&lly revarded. Having corresponded yet 

again with de La Porte, he was on the 2 April, 1?57 able to thank 

de La Porte for having arranged for the acceptance of Vai;.dreu.il' s 

certificate. 7

A measure of de La Porte's effective authority is that his 

approval TV?.; s sufficient security for Gradis to 'be/-;in t>\c r-u"b- 

contracti-.g. While Ciacis v.-as in Paris his "brother-in-lav/ relayed 

the information to Br^fard on the 10 Janvsry, 1756, that:

(l'~ Gradis) avoit exn 1'honneur de voir I.r de La Porte 
qui liay avoit den.aiide \\*i inerioirp de c-ep derriand.es au 
ou.jet ries fournjtures qui luy ayant remis. II 1'avcit 
trouve hien et luy avoit dornie rendezvous pour le pre- 
r.*--nter dimanche d(orni)er au MJniFtre. En etteridant 
il luy a dit qu'il pouvoit donner ser, crdr^s fia vi s les 
divers endroits de fa ire ier,ore les marchandi^os icy 
le plus prorrptement qu'il se po,.ira,,.^9
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De .La Porte' s authorization was nt-.vertheless- only provisional. 

On the 8 April, 1755, Gradis had written to the r.ijnister anklm; him 

to v/horn in Canada and Isle Royale he should address the invoices 

for a supplementary shipment of flour arid lard. Under the pressing 

ciruuiastanoes a.n informal directive from de J& Porte hr.d been 

Hufficient authority on v;hich to be^rin the onerr; tion.   On the 20 

April, 1755» Gradis wrote to Bi,~cts

Far une lettre que nout; venonr; oe rv.-cc-.voir p-r 
ordre de vet re ani ot di3 noire, l<~ de La "?:o:0 tH. datte 
de Versailles le 14 du mons; il nous dcnne ordre de 
vous informer que nous vcur; adresherorn 1^. inoitiee 
tie la par tie det-: inarchardis^s qu'op. nous a (i<-V::ande et 
dont nous avont; eu 3 'bc^i^'-ur de vcps donner avis 
lorsque vous e t :Lf; s ^ la Roche 1 le. -'  *-

Gradis was not, however, satisfied v/j in Huthor-ir-'.p.tion only from '; e

la Forte, lie repeated in several letters to the minister that,

r 
'suivant les ordres que M" de J/. Porte nous a fait
passer de Votre Grandeur, nous avons envoyes ces 
c o n no isse merits a. JA*" Bi,rrot. 52

It was only upon receipt of explicit instructions from the jninieter 

that he relaxed.

T.T T..-. . "• . ,-,-. , , ff -, -,

Nous soifirnes, M J , ex-cr^ir-.ent Hattys de la 
satisfaction que Votre Grandeur a b:'f-n voulu nous 
t<-.r:,cigner par ]a lettre dont clle noue a honr o^e 
le 9 de ce Tf;oif. Nous continDerons clone tout.es 
nos expeditions corr^e pour i.otre oompte, et_r-;ur 
de^ cor.no.isceF=ents que nous enverons a JIV s.s" ° Pigot 
et Pre^oFt.

1h';.. ''lodiG ha.d ^ood groandG fcvr L-ni-asinesi--. until tl-s iniuister 

had hinf-elf approved contracts beconses all the r.-.'.-ri--. evident when it 

is reali'ieo that even ministerial approval w«s no iron-clad /.';;: a rant^ 

that the terms of a cor.-uract v^ouid be honoured, i/orinp; his visit to 

Versailles, in the rummer of 1756, Grr.dis had nivfvitr'ated ^ith de la

50. Gradis Ccrrecpor;cence, Cor.ybook I-//inir:tre, p. 21.
51. Gradis Correspondence, Copybool; An:erique, ±. J>J.
^2. Gradis Correspondence ; Copybook ^irn^tre, ?o April, p,2?,
55. Gradis Corre£per:der ; ce,' Copybook lainistre, 17 Hay. ?. 24,
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Pcite the contract for 17^7   On the 4 September, 1?56, ho informed 

Breard that the mnister, himself, bad /p.ven his approbation:

On dois aussy me reniettre I- 1 ord.ro pour scconiplir le 
merncire pour I'^'/nee prochaine qu'on ni'a. foit p^sver 
et j'ay cpmn'uniqua a 1.?, IV.inictre rui :r;'a cmr.f':;e" d'y 
f a i re tra va i j ler . . . 54

Consequently, Gradis 1 surprise a^n dismay could not hr.vc been r.r^ra ter 

than v.hen at tre be^inninrT of October he v/rxs inforrned th^t Versailles 

hnd decided to re-open tho cr>>- tract. In a letter to .La Riviere of 

the 5 Oclrber, 175^» he e^rostulatecl s

Ce que vous^rr.e f a rites 1 'jiorirj^ur dc me rusrnuer, 
Von tres ch--r KJ , p.ir la leltre que VCUF-: rrr^ves ' : C3vJt 
le 27 c:u c-ois dernier m'e tonne et i-.-; tnirprerd. On no 
peut p:;s d'avanta^e. Je ne uevoif; pas ni'axtendre a 
la re.for-,^ qua v:t-nne d'etre faite anrf'S tous ce qvn.. 
Pi'nvoit et« pj orris et inerre res tr^.ittes ^Jr^ies, tant 
pear m-i co?rraission que pour le fret co::-, nav^vp-s. J' 
(MI yuis d'a'at,^.nt TJJUS sui'pris que j.e L-jni^Lro a. re~ 
connue la diffei^-nce qu'il .7 a sur le prix de r,ea 
fournitures a cell--.-;; qui se font par ler i. -. altl.es 
p."rticuliers o^e a^rre .le Roy seroit eervi fidell^-T-eTit 
rnoyennant ce qu'il y a de inieux oornne il 1 'a reconnu 
pnr le co^pte ou'on luy en a rendu»55

-Unfortonately , the Gradia carers give no indication v/hov:er it v:as de 

La. Porte or the r:irister vrho war: responsible for this abrupt reversal

This was one cc,i-,e T.'here rood rela.tionn with the adrrdnirtrative 

assistants >'as of crucial importance. The; 4 .)''i^uary , 1757 » found 

Gradis asking La Riviere for a copy of tl>e contracts he had sir-rted 

the previous suj^mor in order to put together a protest a/r^inst the
r~ /** 
* ". >~"j

-arbitrary reduction made on his freight payhier.ts and c-'r,r;d:?L-ion e '/'"' 

/us to whether he succeeded in improving the conditions , the Gradis 

topers are also silent* Fever the less while. he was at Versailles 

during the early pu;Mrner of 1757 » Gradis c^::e to an a/rreer.ent rri th 

the Administration. It must hove been satisfactory since Gradis,

54, Gradis Correspondence, Corybook Tvj.rope, ii. .119.
5^j. Gradis-Correspondence, Copybook Europe, ii. 170.
56. Cradl.s Correspondence, Coj.ylook Europe, ii.. 431.
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d> spito his earlier threats, agreed to undertake the shipments for

58the following year,

So, vhiao de La Porte nnr^ed le_do te.il of the FaHne ar;d n.^de 

rr,any on-the-spot decisions, these decisions were only provisions j. , 

requiring ultimo tely the minister's artxrob^ U on, V'e exercised 

enormous influence over the ifiir.d?>ter, out was h:ii ;'p.elf subject to T.ho 

influence cf his nubordlnntes* CVrtair;ly , j n ihe Mr.naf^rr;ent of the 

; Gradis contracts, de La Porte car; not be said to hr-.vo dj.nnoecd of a 

' vri table dicta tnrc * . Nor v-ould his influence over the regional

fed^rnintrators at rpar io merit tV.j? -Ji-.:£cri ption.

Since there i? no set of private papers to testify to the 

exact relationship of de LH Porte vjilh thf-- regional Kd.'iiiniFt.rators, 

it c^n not be investigated v,-i th equ^J. p"^nision« Do La Tori;e ; s T}O'"^r 

criuld not, however j hove been any greater ih/:n Vor&aill f: s ' . 'Jo, cae 

;:reans of determining tho iip|;or limit vro.uld be to nee to v.-ria.t extent 

Versailles controlled the- activity of the. ports. This inquiry y;ill 

provide a ^ood 'control' for the discusGrlon of the colonies since 

the influence exercised by Versailles over colonial ad;: jr;-istrat;Lon 

could not have been any j;,ore effective than th--t held over the nrach 

nearer ports of France.

PJver since Ccl"oert } :-; trirae, Versailles hpd tried to knov; all 

and direct sll t but the t^-^ory v.*as far from the practice. The sheer 

slovness of co^.r.;uij:i cation, letters takiri;-: up to five days even to 

travel from Hochefort to Versailles, for fo:^rnple, made it indispensable 

that local adrdnist^ators should make ir>any decisions, eve? 1, if only on 

a provisicral r •"- ~:ir:« Kuv;plies had to be ordered, ships overhauled,

dUfcb-ituVcuX.c:rc-\- sf^i Hi T uVii " n TA nria for all these, a plethora of contracts to bo

57., See belovr. Chapter I, pp. 42,43.
S3. G'radii- Corr^si-ondence, Copybook Anierioue, to t'l^r.-t s 

24 July, 1737. i- 213a.
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negotiated and overseen. Obviously, the needs of each port could 

only bo assessed on the srot by an l^^J-arru who v-'O v/eli VKr^ed 

in the details. Kow easy it would have "been if each ^jjlfU^.GriZ 

had been an island unto itself arid each ^itfjI^IJlt could safely 

have b^eri invested v;ith sufficient authority to nv;ke all deciojonn.

-r' ie ^^C^-SIiSifLS. v ' e ' re ftot islands but rather intermed5 ate links 

in the chain between Versailles, the hjah -sos^, and the fr-rthest 

colony. Naval r.upplies covld be c}i;.:n!>:-ll»--o througii.Le K^-^e or 

X^antes. ro.ct arj reaojly as Ihrcr.gh Rochefort and j-'orcleau^. Tue choice; 

of entrepot v/^s not jusi: a matter of ^uraiy;ietrative convenience. 

Tliere vere real variat:ons in the 'pT-ice of r.h'ippin/? and th& avail­ 

ability of supplies depending upon   t.hf.-; fortunes of j.ocal M-hippers 

^nd the state of the harvests. Tne local ir;te.ndajrt ?/BG .i-i no 

position to rnakK comparative rod^-ements on the practicability of 

his port or another, nor could he know vhat the colonies needed* 

IJ] tii;:ately, Versailles h' ; d to be the final arbiior.

Unfortunately, thero -'.-as no cle^r debarkation of respo)isibility. 

Although no inj>?rid.c:rrt could have questioned Versailles' final 

authority to decide vhe,t contracts \vere to be l'~eued at the port, 

Versailles' competence to judr,-e the honesty of tbo prices ne^otiai'^o. 

by the ijatejrida,n_t or the quality of the goods supplied v/as limited, 

In most instances Versailles v:as bound to rely upon the reports of 

tho pert staff itself. Should a dispute prir.o bet.v.ten the in^'\Ili--'?n ^ 

and the supplier, Versailles v:as called upon to arbitrate, hut at 

rh'at odds? The danger lay between treating a rnerchnnt nn,iur:tly, or 

failing to support one 1 ?.: local representative. Versailles and the 

regional administrators ^'rrt;, even at the best of ti^e;.--, opprer.sed 

by a mountain of corresrondence since \'< ;:j?ailles wished to be 

regularly inforr^ed of even the least significant adminl ;:.f-"r tivo detai
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If a Local supplii-r like Gradis fell out with his ^JlL^^JLLi.* a 

delude of 'recriminatory correspondence v/an added to the already 

uTiTia na^eabJe pile. Under these circumstances, it was easy for 

Versailles to lose correspondence and ^.e.s sorr.otin^n caught by its 

.!lll!^;J L'L§ i££u.in<: coni'j i.ol.:i r:,-;: directives. It is not -nr prising 

that the :ini endantr sofiieti;v;er; teok advar- lc ;'.-;e of the confusion at 

Versailles to impose thejr ovn solutions. In the face of a 

dote re. in*--!i iriendan''- tho nirj.isvier, s v<ort of taking The drr'.stic ctep 

of .rer.;ovinr; him v;as reduced, rilher to Hpprotet J on of actions taken, 

or an i^.poX^nt v^rir:f:i..yi^ of braids.

l:t-i:-cinc; probably overs tatf-d the cv- pf: vd^n he oi K ; «rved that:

Kochefort fut, pendant presoue toate cettco periode 
(the e1r;}iteKnth ce.ntury) le rrand et exclvsif entrepot, 
J.e point de depart e i } { about! ̂ ^ei'^.rit d^ toute:: les 
cou;ir:unications avec la France; 59

"but, it is true that Bochefort v.-ys a very importf.nt naval ba.'ie durin 

this period and of psrticr-lar interest 't:°cavse it was th«re tl'iot 

Francois Biyot v. ;as trnined and v;or :- ed until 1739-

^'^e ji^te -\danj; of Hochefort V^GE not only responsible for 

administering the port, out after 1?1^ he v^s also ivivested v/ith the 

functions of a territorial inte ; ]d.ront becOif;ir;^ lespor^ible lor tho 

development of the tov.n of Fechefort. Of the 2d\^n^ilrj^ '.£ functions,

vrrote:

C'est a li:i one s 'adre::r-;ient lee ordres de la Gour; 
il en eta.it 1'execul.eur resixinable en ir,er:>: tx-inps nue 
le dir-peni~ateyr des graces. Tr^;te la hierarcnie des 
foncticnnairos ar/outis.sait a l.\u , <-.-t, s -j  njer^e lea 
officiers de n,r;r:ine er.aient nGminalen;«nt KOI;S les 
ordres du Ccrjirrartdant en in it, dens le pf-rrt, en raison 
de Icur f emotion, un /;rar:d nor.bre d'entre eur ?.e 
trouvr ient su'bordonnes S. 1 ' Intends rit. 6(3

If by this l-e-;:oine meant 'only that the jm/Jfli.^l'Ji v 'as ^'-^^ effective

°, Dick L°rolne. ^P^^to: rje^JTiJ-'^rieue _des ^-chiver- l"-- f''_JJ_^\_rro;\d' 
^^ c'£! j-'-''"'^^^^ D'ajv^ f=> 1?25) p. 6.      

60 « Leji.oirie, il>i(J., p-



administrative officer in the port, then no exception can bo tr.kt.-n 

The iir.pl i.e..- to on ^priears to bo, hnv-^ver, tLr, 1, he a] so enjoyed a lar. 

Treasure of social p^e^ti^e. In the eyes of a C^na-lifin observer in 

1750, this vas not. the ca.se and even i.h~ office of commandant v.as

Qa^'lle riifff-;?*ence , cher fils,. de voir nos gouver.'ic  .?.<'  
et iniendant en Cnr^da ou <io les voir :ci, car il n'y a 
TVis un enseif-ne qui ne se croit au-dv. ^sus de l ! ir-ter>dant, 
et .i'fd piti£ de tout- celia, lorrque j'en snU;r,ds p.-ti-ler, 
Le corrjr^'"-i«7it r-'est pas plu::- ot;e Jes <'uli.>;;; ( s t il n'"a 
aucuno js'.v.rque ce dit»ti):ctio?i. Cue doi. yen i- v.onser tous

-
nous hoviorons ceux qui i-ont Jes rren;i.(;j ,s< Je ne goute 
point du tout ].e pen ce difi^rens qui be trouve d...r;.K l-'^s 
£'tats et le reu de fi -u)iordiri;-vt,ion cn;.e ;j'y vois.°

Social presti^-e aside, ^ust as th^ cc-Jonial intfridantj: vere held
 v

v.ltir;ately j-'eiipcricible by the minister :"or the civil ^draini^tratjon

of their colonies, so also vas the intenjclsnt of Rochcfcrt for tlie
\

running of his port. Afler ore particularly ran corov;!;; dispute hetvroen

Roc he fort- and Vei rallies, the r^nicler uttered the lr,sv. word 'saying:

La p:\rt <rue I;, de Pochelar (the Governor of .Rochefort) 
peut y avoir pric ne vous luotiffie pas, pi; it; rue vous 
re pouve^ p"? i^rorer cue ces Fortes de de t/i :' 1 s vo 1,;.?, 
refrardent et eve voun estes f; e\:tl res-nonsab.'e de I 1 ex- .-_ 
(ecuti)on des ci'dres oue le Roy vous doi^ne a lour su.jet.

It was not, however, very fair of the minister to attack the jnt_e_rrd_s>rt

•in such urTi.-'.'asured terms, since he had conducted himself thro^'pottt 

in a way he thought to be in the hrst interests of the service.

In 17? (i~S the iV±£IL^5^» h.-;ving v,-,qrned the minister that the 

Jpzon prt.->h^bly v.-ould not hold all the supplies destined .for Ir.le

• : oya!)e, v.as neverthr -less bjapcd v/hen t);.is turned out to be the case,

•although it h^d been the minister v;ho took the f:ir^;l decision to ur--e 

the ship. In a letter of the 24 Febrr.sr;/, 3738, that the ir.ir.isl.p.r

- Corr^srondonce of Ivtne. B^r.on, RAj>;. 1935; Bogon H de Yilleborls,
23 ray 1750, p. 94- 

62. AC, B, 69, (Autren Lieu-) 19 Wa.y, 1739.



v;rote to Bc.auharnoJ o, he observed:

J'ay, Monsieur, iroou votre lettre du I 1 } de c^ r.ois. 
Je vous ay irarque cue je destinc-XL !>:  ^'roi'ond pour 
1'Isle Kuyale «u.r ce que vous im'a'vi'rG observe quo 
le Jason ne pourait peut etre -c^jntenir tous ]es effets 
a y transporter. G'ent ce que .;e vou.s pr:e de verifier 
'o3iifl particuli''renent p^rreque mon indention seroit de 
le d^stinor rour oo'tte. colonio p;-,r -preference au Pro fend

hjs

In the Qeanti.viO, the hnrr-ied idarvt h-:d discovered thot despite

s ;ibout t]\o cr.pa.city ol it ^onld be

in:oss:.ble in «r. case to

J'apre.ns par UHF. lettre cue je recois ..;.c- St Lorii n.gue 
que le >-'T<}fcn(l cr;v>n!Hnde p^r M, a^ ifeals j.^ pov^ra e^-r0 
de retour e?j ce port q^. s a "ja fin de '^:ay et cornne je n 1 
av plus que le J;-zor: a voi-:, proroj^r pour ] 1 IK';-' Pcvale

C* . - V -j,-, J- ! I '.'

"ie r^renp le par'tv Mp-"' de fai'-e corsti'nu^r R^n r^oo^b*j is.'- '._•

avec v.i \ --, id te - ^''4-

He went on to say that the only hop^ of loading all of the provioicr: 

ordered foi 1 Isle Roy ale v,-o n.jld be to reduce ti)0 cr^v irora 200 T.O 1-^0

bind tc take off 8 to 10 cannon as had been done v/hen J.'i, de Co'alG^V;

65was captain. When by return of post on the 5 ?-f-Rrch, ttie minister

approved t.his prcrosition, he had not reckoned' on the determined 

opposition, of the captain to the reduction of crew* On the 9 -April , 

without consulting Soauharnoi P;, the minister reversed himself:

-e trouver
Y.. de Chavfegnac IT; 'a rep .    - .  sen te ou^en fixnut son 

equipage a 160 ho:r,me,s, ce seroit 1'expo.ser a 
hors d'etat OP faire faire des manoeuvres r'/'-.ce^saire 
en cas d 'accident ... je trov<\eray bon que 3- '"dquipo.ge de 
ce vaisseau soit porte jus. qu'a. 200 hon^es au lieu de 
1^0, con:j: ;e VOUP I'-vi&s pro'pose et ^ue je 1'ovols 
a'p-orouve; d'o.utant mieux qu'il tat a. croire cue cela 
n'erupechera pas cue tons les effets a errvo,;er a 1'lsle 
Poyale ne puisce-nt y etre ernbarquer.-o

AR a consequence, it is hardly surprising that on the 24 --'ay, 

Peauharnois had to inform the K.inir-tor that the l^ct SO tone of

63. ^1.:, Kochefort, IE, 1?8, 
64<, A.M., Rochefort, 367, (the inj; 

20 February, 1738.. p»44»
65. ^.M, , : IS 12B, p. 69,
66. A.M.. TS 128 ? p.153.
67. A.M., .IE 367, P

t.n the 2 n_t e nd arrt ) , p. -37 
rt to the    iinir-t^



could not be fitted or to the Jazj^n. Considcriiifr *- ] '^ exylicit fashion 

vrj.th which Peauharnoj G had advised the minister of this likelihood, 

it was mo ft unjust of the minister to reply on the 2 June:

J'avois lieu de croire quo ?*  de Chavr'^vic em- 
barqueroit sur le .Jason tons le.s effets de.stinos 
pour I 1 isle Resale; (if anyone mid ^iven hJn; that 
impression it n;^t .hovo beon tho captain himself) 
Kt je 11 'ay nas ete peu surnris d 'ap.rpndro psr vn 4 .re 
oerniere lettre cu'il en la is sera i^our pr^s'de 90 
ton(eai').x, Ddrnue vous aves Kl>' jnfn'rn-o ''>;c envoys 
qu'il y a volt a iairs t.n c-'tte colonie e '- de Ic-ur en- 
combrer:ont., vout? aurier clu fa ire con^"oatc-i- <:e qui 
pc-ui'oit etre <-;ubar'.iLn e fiur ce val^^ean, Ka 1 o oa?.s 1' 
:^tat ou sr.Tit j f : n chot-'en, :  1 ne rtsto t:?is d 1 autre party 
a prepare qu<: ' G. '^fivo.yer par t:n vaiy:-eau h'archaiid ce q^ 
le Jav:on ;ie peut -noint f-^t'ortur . .

The following year, v.-hon the ip'«^^-^t was ctonvjuced that the 

Jc-_z_on_ would ho ade<;vp..te, b--i lunipij a, der f ear to the minister's 

repeat.-d instructions that thf> T-'rcifoj'!:! ouf;ht to 'be sent to Islo 

Koy^le instead. Ohviouply IK; v:as garnb] ln^ ihat V'erFpJllef- would 

not take a sustained interest in the affair and \vent so far even a? 

to pretend that he v;as following ih.e miiiister ' s ov;n r.7-lc;rs. This 

tirr-e, hov.'ever, the minister ' F. staff foimd the back copies of the 

relevant correspond once and the in tenant v,ac subjected to one bla.st 

after another for flagrant disobedience of specific directives. In 

the final event the «'[a?pjj|. } v oved adequate to the task,

6q
On the 26 February, 1739 "HeavJiH-jrnoi.T, in a letter to trie 

minister ac/Tio-iedged that he had rcce'- v^-d orders to rerjd the Pro fond 

to Isle Fey file. He reminded the minister, hov-cver, that only the 'v«-ek 

before i,e had informed hira that the Jft.^OH» "IthoDAh not in a fit state 

to ir.ake <',r,y of the dangerous approaches to the Caribbean ports, could 

quite safely :,-ake a, last voyage to IrJe Foyale. lie based his obt-crv- 

.ations upon the recorrj^encUxtions of '  ' ' rgLgi.: . .- ::^^_ ?• - s, oj^^ cj er.§_J^ : .,,.ji/r' T 't   !

68. A.N., IS, '!28 ? p.281,
69. A.M., 13, 3^3, p.63.
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Despite the minister's previous order to ready the 2LT£f2r_:±

70 voyage to Isle Hoyale, en the 12 March, Br.,..-uhr:rnoin repeated to

the minister that he V;MS ur/nng the replacement of the ProfojQd. by 

the Jazon. Consequently he v*as putting off the overhaul of both 

fihips until he received new orders from Versailles.

The minister responded with a rocket on the 20 I.'ai-oh  

II ne- corr-r i ->it point c!e .ch^.n/^er L- destination qui 
a t^-te doyiripe au "Profonit pour la c.^cpa^iif; de I 1 Isle 
l-oyale, r.;i o'n ']';;.! sufostiluoit le .J;-;;;..)'^ on tr^vh-'-T'^it 
dans 1' inconvenj^-nt de 1 '^.Mn^ dern-i.eve ;jue cc vaieseau 
ne put P-JS porter tout ce qu'il y >-,voit a envoyer dans 
cett^ colonie. II est vra.v cn'e?: reuui:;->:at { cornnie v-us 
le : 'propo-s^s, -son Eqi^ipe^e, jl y r^steroit plus de r lace 5 

 niais outre qu'il y a le 77,ran<\ habillement a envoyer 
cette anree-cy t i'J. y aura f-'.core quejques faux sni;niers. 
Ainsy, vous fe-T'^s prep^rer le Prcfond pour cot to car;;v,,i/;TivM 
Et je vous expljqueray ino^KP^iv.T.'ient les intentions du Roy 
mr raport au. Jazon*/-'-

72 On the 2 April, the minister was In formed that the j.n benoant
 75

had complied with his orders: however, on the 7 April, an accident

to a private shir, the Pe^le. gave Heauharnois the excuse he wanted 

to follow his own wishes. In this letter he told the minister that 

he and Eochalar. h^vin{r conferred to<r;t,thf,; r, hi-a decided, to destine

Ijouiniana in place of t/.e Perle_, there being: no

suitable merchant ships to hand. 'Jii^y h?:d already be /run to tra^s- 

ship goods from the P^±}^ to tho Fjj?fX; "'--l-

The minister -w^n very annoyed by this deed sj on. On the 13 April, < 

\vritinr to ?..'i-auharnois, he insisted that the only possible excuse for 

the increas-ed expenditure it would entail would be that frei^htinr a 

private rncrchantewn might ^o retard th-i operation as to ^.orardj 7,e 

the prompt arrival of the goods in Louisiana. Consequently, the v=r;?,th

70. A.M., IE, 3^8, p. 73.
71. A.IvI., IS. 129, p. 165-
72. A.M., IE, 368, p. 96.
73^ A.tf., 1^, 368, p. 104.
74. A.C., S r 69, (no p^rinalion).
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of the minister knew no bounds v/hen }!V-aiAarrio:is, hav:;nr rejected the 

proposition of a private merchant re contended to him by the minister, 

he persisted in his pi firm Tor the Pro fond ;

Je repons, M.9 a vostre Let'tre du 25 du a.oin 
au Sujet de la destination de la f .1 ute du Hoy 1'je Pro fond, 

. Kpre'5 vous f-voir er.rli<;'je r,i preciRen.fint J'-s jntentiontj 
do S.F. pour 1' Envoy des effete do 1« Loo. if/' r ;ar mes 
Lett res du 14 et 1? et p-afi^e par c>~0 le du 13, je -'ay_ 
p?.;s esto per: ourpris de voir que vous a.\es f-rit du M 
av S Theodore do T^croix pour cet rhivoy ^ins v< 'avoir
se.uJ.ejrent rer.d'u ccnpf.f.' de sa orop^pilion nl deti raisons^ ' , . /  , A.que vous croyieiX avoir pcu.j. la rejit tt«r. ^ou.7 Ruyes rtoi;
faire attention d'yn coste c^u'en acceptarvt cettn cfxi-s
lorsqu'ellt. VOT;^ a ^ste Tail.e. vous r-ouvl^s mettre cere * '
K en etat de partir avr-mt <;ue le Profonu puisse estre
rrrpt, et'd'un autre cop-te qu'ef j>re:nant la flute du. Key 
\'ous allier  ex|-OKer S»?vf . or.rss d^p( i;);:;es d 'arj.fer'-t plus 
consi-derable c, que ].e .Jezon qui par r.et. ario,r;r;oT;ent 
Soroit dfstiro pour 1'1'sle Hryr;l]f;- R '&; .'?-: fit p'?.s pu 
contenir I 1 an nee d " to'ur j^s effets oni fiirf:nt e-ivny^s 
dans cette Colon r^e, pourrcit encore .mo ins Suffire pour 
les errcys a f(air)e oette br.n&e cy lesquel^ r-orit bien 
pli:s forts. Je ne Sa^s pcir't quel party vous aures pris 
Sur rneR lettren des 21 et ^6 et Si en ex^c^tion des 
ordres tant de fois reiteres Sur cet article vous rie vous 
Sores pas deterr^ine «u char,r.e>\ent du n(;>v:i.)r^ m(archa.n)d, 
qui encore une fois ;raroit pu estre prest avant que le 
Pro fond puisse 3 'estre, Tfen s Si a 3a reception d.e cette 
Lettre cy vous n'aves pas ch^nc-^ de Sentiment de: suis la 
vo/stre da. 23 du rnoi" d' " et que les choses coient au 
rnesTne Etat. eu'olles estoient alors, 11 ne Sera "olus ierT.s

y«Ti 7 '-' ^

de pe riser a ce N" " , et jl faudra hien f ' Sxr-.vre cette 
destination au Profond; et dans cette Guprorition 
j '.adresse a M. de Eoohalar les ;jns(truc)tions p(ou)r le 
S" de Gi ;ir-,ndcba.r:.r;'~, qui doit estre en etat de profiler du 
p(reni)er vent favorable p nettre a. la voile. Le Roy 
Sera tres mecontent que 1'on Soit oblipe d'en venir la.

Nor V,T. s Rochalar exempt from criticise. On the 1 May he too was 

reprimanded for an apr^rent inability to resd*

J'ay receu les let tree qv; <? vcus jn'ave?,
C\ 'r*

peine de ir'ecrire les 23 et ?5 du mods d
Vous vous etes trcinpc si vous aves cru. cue la 

propo(siti)on d'ariner Le Profond pour La Loin r-anne 
avoit este arprouvee. Vous a-vcC^ deu voir par r/.s. reponce 
a vostre I/j ttre du 11 du i;;ois d r-ui contenne cetto 
propoon que I 1 .intention du Roy estoit de n'evoir reoours 
a cet anneinent que dans le cas ou I 1 on ne trouverolt 
T'.as de Favire n a la Rochc-lle ou a Sanies four le

75. A.C., B., 69, 1 l-'ay, 1?39.



Substitfler a la Terle; Kc par ma depesche du 14 je 
vous a;/ explique bien prcci.seuen t que je dor.nois ordro 
a !.; de Feauhar^ois do r"enure le l«>,vire de M tl^odore 
de La croix. Jo luy ay rerjouvfrllfi cot ordrs par d 1 
Hutres  .Lettres cu 21 et du 26; Et j'espero encore qu j 
jl Se Sera mis *n devoir de S'y confonnor./"

It Y/as^ nov;<:ver, too late to charge the destination of the 

Frofond but Versailles cori,inu.cd to fuliirjnate. On the 4 May, the 

minister expostulated to Beauharnois:

Ce n 1 est pas Sans peine que j'ay vu que n;ajfiTe 
tous ce que ;le vous av ecril VOUB avc's ,p':rb'iif'te n;-i.''.s 
la resolution de f" p^rtir le Profr.rid poar La Louisi.irne: 
Et ce qul roe Surprend le plus est que vous me !:.-rouir^^^ 
que c'^r-t en ey(«cuti)on c.e mes ordres cu 13 du !i ; ;-:is d "^. , , 
Le Roy qui r;e peut estre que tres -Tie con tent do cette 
operation frrJte contre Ses ordres I'.-Q plus fennels.''

On the 19 May, tht injnisi^r asserted t^ot the ^se of ire I'ro-fo?^ roright 

increase the shipping cost to thr rrc^n by 40,000 &c^^s ar.d that on no
-/ Q

possible account could J-^^.uharncis' shuffle off the blaiue onto Hcchoinr,' 

The ninister also asserted that the use of the merchant's ship would 

have saved up to two months.
7Q

Turning his attention on the 11 June ' to the 1Ta?1on nrsl the ship­ 

ments for Isle Royale, the minister urged tV.e 2Jjtendant_ to make a 

very careful estimate of the excess cargo which the J^r.on vould not 

likely be able to hold in order thai alternate transport might be

booked early at a possible saving.

PO 
On the 8 July tli-? nev? intei^aj^, Deslandes VT;.S able to inform

the minister thnt all the roods destined for Isle Royale h-d been put
Q-l

aboard the Jazcn. Apparently, the lack of excess car^o v;as due

76* A.C., B., 69. 
77- .A.C., B., 69.
78. See above, p. 29, ftnt. 60. 
79- A.M., IE, 129 T p. 391-
80. A.C.., B. , 69-
81. It ow;ht not to be inferred that ^eauhsrno:-. s was d:l>-!^iysed due 

to the fore/~'''ing. T^e baa for seme t:r!:e been requentirvr his 
replacement. Although his imminent reiiremert may i.i.-ivr made 
him feel sli/xhtly ioss inhibj i ^d than i^ual he, r.r;.v^rt'i. 
would have had his pension to consider.



primarily to a decision 1o obtain Isle Royale's supply of Hour in 

Canada that year.

To recapitulate, in 1738 the minister Ir.d recede rdod the Ja^n. 

over the inlendanV_s advice. When it had proved inadequate the 

irtgndant v?as blamed* In 1739, the minister had insisted that the 

Jazon would "be inadequate, ths j^rii.^^danl had i'ollov.^d his own vie  ;;.«, 

 way severely rer)rin ; r,nded for so doing ar.l was p/ov^d by the event to 

hB.ve Nsen ri^ht. Y/hether Versailles was well founded J n it? contention 

that "Petuharnois' actions h«d cost the cro\vn up to 4 (" chcusancl £oij_oj7 is 

..impossible to confirm, what is clear is that Ver^aill^s was helplesn 

in the iv.ce of a determined and experJ.^nced -'ntendpnt; even when that 

i}1 1.^-11^ aHi. v:as a ^ S'J-C-"1 a si'ort remove as Kochefort*

If ^Lni^rnoajit^:; often huopted a cav.ilier attitude to or^i-..r c; fron 

Versailles, this may havr> b-ver, due to their sornetii'-.en conflicting or 

palpably impossible nature. On the 3 March, 1738 returning an 

approved contract to "Besuharnois, the minister reprimanded him for the   

arbitrary deletion of certain articles,

Je ne vous dipsi mileray pourtant pas que j'ay este 
surrris -de voir que vous aves re tranche de l t;:Jtat 
que je vous avois envoye des effets a ad,-]u/-';er a cc-G 
rr.emes nogocians 8 articles que vous av^'s corrvpris 
dans I 1 Adjudication f^ite aux Ivlarch^nds de Hochefort; 
Et il frst en effet assez extraordinaire que v/ous a.yez 
fait ce chfir^recent, sans rn'en rendre conptc, J'avois 
eu ir:es raisons pour arranger les chor.es sur le pied 
que je vous le.s <.voir prescriles, c-t principaleu.ent 
par raport aux clouds, sur IP. fournitur*.-: desquels je. 
rais qu.'il y a de 1'abus a Rochefort, Je vous prie 
d'avoir attention P. ce que pareille chose n'arrive 
plus. 82

On the 8 .March Beauharnois defended himself on this article by 

pointing out to the minister that only six n.onths prior, Vcrc/3llle:j 

h??d authorized a three year contract vj th a n^rchont of Saint Jean

82. A.M., IE., 128, p. 69.
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d'Angely:

U;s 8 articles que j'ay }',^ i^ir^r-ch^s de la 

soumission de ces negocians consistent en r-, articles 

de clouds et 3 articles en vin Roure et hi^rc, et 

vinaigre, Je n'ay fait ce -retrrneherent qua sur ce qv.e 

VOUP ave:-, passe anrouve le rnarche quo ^ay au r;oi r?. 

d ' t> c t o b re d e- r n j e r a v e c un n c ;; c c i « * n t d e s ° Jean d ' An ge 1 y 

pour la fournit.uro ilos .raenv'-y clt/ivtc-ries- p<;::v^nt troiM 

er,r,toeG t..int pc^:r le service cour-.^t du port, que pour 

les Envoys qui n'en font daiis les colonies. Je joins 

icy 1'etat de ccwrq^raisor d.es prix de ce r.^roh4 JnveG 

ceux portes p'-ir ]a sounissior. de c».s norocians, cot 

F.tat Mrr voui? fera coi-incipire 1^ benefico conr.l durable 

que le Hoy .fait sur cette fouriiiture .,.^'3

TJrie wine was not. included 'because the price had not been stipulated 

and the r.e.rchant'E agent had. refused point blank to take responsibility 

for him.

The only further objection v/riich the minister had to make on the

17 March v,ras thr-t:
ii

vous auriez deu in 'en rendre compte en m'.^nvoyant les A , 

adjudications que v^us avets faites pour ces I'^

Although the "ilitem'.^n^t r-ipht well havi? been jiiGtified in the 

contentious stand he took on the examples ^iven above, administrators 

appear, on the Thole, to have been D.ore interested in their own 

prerogative than was fy^c-d for the service. Nothing demonstrates tVis 

more clearly than the frustrations Gradis was forced to endure at 

the hands of r y-.^^sE^ir^-GrdonnateuT Eos tan. The fo?-tref,f3 of the

regional Rclninistrator v;a^, the letter of the ].aw, as Gradis h^d

discovered v.-hon trying to negotiate with Rostan frr the settlement

8C' 
of DuOuFsne and Bigot's fn-ight charges. J -x-rced cy Her tan to raste

the Court's tirue on that issue, Gradis expressed to Bigot on the 15

86 
April, 1755 ^is fear th-'t Rostan v;ould !:i,\,-e difficulties over the

83. A.M., IE, 367, P-63-
84. A.M., 3.E, 3.28, p. 115.
85. See above,.p. 23.
86« Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Ainerique, :.. 35a.
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reimbursement of thejr outlays on that gear's special «;i 1 .prr'.vnt of 

flour and lard. Subsequently, this suspicion hardened to a 

conviction since on the 0 July he told Bia-ot:

Nous avons pris la liberte d'en prev.^nir Is i;inislre. 
pour ou'il eut la honto de luy dormer des nouveafx Q~ 
ozdres pourqu'il eut a metre en .'rie&le no'lre -trait te.

Whnt caused Gradis his concern was i:^: ': the oonbrar-t of thai 

y^-ar was be^nr executed in a rather pec.;,:Iiar fashion. Although 

Gradi.s v;«s chor^ed -with th-~ .purchase and shipping .of 6,000 quintals 

of flour and 2,000 of lard for tho King's account, the minister

informed t}.o:a:

II est question d'y travaJ Her cei;n;;e ci c'etoit 
pour votre eon. pie, °°

V/hy such cloak-,-in fl-oa(r;g'er laetbods v,-er^ adopted is not ^ade clear but 

obviously Gradis -felt bound to follow r^li^iou.yly th»-- ni mister's 

instruction since all of the invoices i;eni to Bigot in Canada and 

Prevost at Isle Royale were made out as if they were Gradis 1 private 

shipments. Even though Hostan recei"ed exy.licit instructions from 

the minister;

Quoique vous doive se fa ire sane qu'il paroisse cue 
c'est pour le corapte du Roy t j'en prev-ienne M Res tan, 
et je Iui donne mes ordres tant pour q\i': il n^ette en 
re,rrle les depenses de la foy.rniture des der.r^ts et de 
leur fret, que pour faciliter I 1 expedition a^s ravires 
sur l«:-squels vouc les fere:'i cha

he was rscver reconciled to this 3 r regularity. "When in Jarvo;?:):v 1756, 

it v?as decided to revert to having statements irai.7 e out in the na^.o 

of the Kin/;, Rostan seized upon the clir-nge as a vindication for his 

opposition to the other ir^i.hod. On the 27 January, Gradis recounted

87. 0-radis Correspondence, Cor.ybook Arn.erique, i. f^Pa,
68, Gradis Cc^r^rspondence. Bordeaux Kicrcis lrrs, chemise 55,

31 March, 1755- 
89, Gradis Correspondence, Bordeaux Mi crofiJr-s, chemise 55,

31 Inarch, 1755.
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to La K.iviere:

J"ay remis vendredy 1 'apres mid?, a l\ L de Rostant
 le pr.quet a son adr^se, En le 11.-: -.mt lorwnn'il a
*3te a 1 'article du connoi^f :ejn<=rit qui do:it so fai.re au 
nom du Roy, c'eat alors qu'il a fiit, 'Enfin, T on voit 
I'erreur dans Jaquelle ils opt ete l'.annr:e  '!"*" de 
]es faire rnettre votre nom ...^0

Bos tan must h^ve Te^er. ted the close relfv^ionnbip Gradis h':d v/i 'h 

the Court. No tiob~bt he viewed it as a challen^ lo his ov;n author! ty, 

vYhen Gradis inforjLod hivn that, his wrshfM: were not to be follower for 

the declaration o f ' ca rfyofc P , since . Ve:/\sal lie r> ^preeri, vritb Grndis' 

ar("urentc, ROE tan flew into a rap;e and dec lo red that in that case he 

v-'Tuld have nothing vhat-so~ever to do with the shipn.^nt, Gradis 

quoted Rosrnn in his letter of the 21 January, to La Riviere as sayings

'II i'audra done que lorsque vos na v ire s  p-^rti rent quo 
vous -n\e r-vtno tit:r une factory en rep;lc de ce q^je ^ous y 
aures e'nhflpuijee et qi^e les GoT)(tain)-e( s) vierinent or.'.ez 
moy pour la signer rourque je les -n^'oye a J,^ Bigot et 
e.u ?>'inistre. ' Je luy ay represente cue coninie le 
charp^ent de ses n^vires consistoit c-m \rii grand nombre 
d 'articles et que cells, re taxde.ro it les expeditions; 
que ler> ordrer, verljalles qu'on m'avoit dor.ne a Versailles 
etoit de faire les cornoisremens eonvme ]«;-s font les 
; ;.?^otians et Gxplicuer tant de balles de telles n.arch- 
ar.diees. II in 'a j:e;.-or;(lu que si c 'etoit ainsy qu'il 
ne s'en rn^leroit

Tii is appears to have been Ro span's lar.t word on the erib.iect since V/'i 

was not again Li^ntioned in this context although t>;e cc-rreGpondence 

 with Versailles concerning the shipment larted well into 1757-

It did not Tp.ean, hcv.'ever, that Gradis no longer needed Hostan's 

co-operation. The rw^i^ ga j_re~ ordom ;a teur subsequently set himself 

to make life as difficult as he could for him. It is a measure of 

the stiff-necked arrogance of the^f- administrators thp.t Rostan would 

so harden himself a^-inst Gradis. Gradis, of all men, vas well 

c-cjuippcd to smooth ruffled feathers- His letters to Canada, Far!:- i-.

90. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, i. 207a.
91. Gio-.d-Js Correspondence, Copybook t:!<:.<rope, i, 207a*
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the other ports are node] E of persuasive charru There is no reason 

,to believe he would willingly treat &ny differently a man with vhc:a 

he had to'-work more closely than ar.-yone.

The realm in which Itoatari embarrassed Gradis most severely vas 

the procuration of. crews. Technically, this was a private cmeorn 

of the shipper and his captains. In peacoMrie, tlr^re was little 

difficulty in find-ing: adequate crew arjonr the sailors eTempted fr^ra 

national service, but by 175^ T;ar conditions prevailed, Ac Grau's

Q?
explained to La .Riviere on the 1 February, 17b7'" all "^ sailors 

wanted to serve on the cor.\:aires, since in the event of a. pr j re they 

got a share. Consequently, it was virtually in.pusiaibj.e to get 

sailors, despite handsome salaries for the voyage to Canada, U-rier

these circumstances Gradis believed that he ourfit to bo gi \'en .orev;s
"3

from the reserved class si:;ec his shipments v.-ere for the Crowu.'

In the first of many complaints to de La Porte, Gradis described on 

the 27 Jaruary, 1756, the indifference -that Rostan showed to hia 

repre sen ta t:' on s:

Je ne puis nenie vous d.isir.;oler que j'ay grand 
peur de ne procurer pour former les equiiv-^es de ses
deux navires ot .ie dois vous rend re cornrste de la con-

.r 
i'erance que j'ai eu a cet egard avec M de ho stars tnie
j'eus 1'honneur de voir irrjj.ediatement apres i?or: arivee 
en luy remettant la lettre du Ivlinistre. «"^ luy com- 
uniquoy la. crainte que j'avois de ne pouvoir cornpletter 
de bons ecuir.-^T-es s'il ne n'acordoit pour colla son 
oocours au besoin. II ir.e dit rue c'etoit /.'.on affaire 
d'en cherch«:-r dans la clasce lihre rais s'il ;irri^ ; oit 
eus-.je 1'honneur do luy re-presenter qu'a fsutte d'en 
trc'uv';r dans cette classe les expeditions doussent 
souffrir quelque retardement.. 'Icuroit-je esperer que 
vous rr,e permelrjes d'en prencirf?. ou cue vouc auries la 
bonte de m'en r*rocurer des classes destiimtes o.u service 
s'il le falois.' 'Non, 1 ire repondit-il, 'il ne fb^drolt

92. Gradis Correspondence, Goryhook Europe, ii. 522.
93. For the system of naval reservation cj;':d ollocation of 

see belov.', pp. 114-118.
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pour eel la des ordres cxpres   que le nrirn^tre ne re 
donn* point par sa lettre, 1 ." 1 ay en br-au lv.y on^r 
oue c'etoit ses inlentiorin et combien jl iir per'coil an 
bien du service et de l:i ooloifie cue c-.es fourr.'itures 
pnrtis^ent projrtp tenant pour evitter lf:<- ma^vaic ren- 
coii'trGi;. 11 m'o pareu decide a ne point ;?e departir

"" ^"* yi
Jo sa cisteme E---.UIS ue n'ouveaux ordres-...^-

Ros-tan was eiistained in his ponition ? in RO tVj?- rs .Versa:! lies 

did not.ordnr sailors j'ro-n the national lipt be given i,o Gr?;.di". H^J 

v/as, nevertheleGF., instructed to ^ive Gradin priority over any o'hor 

pi'ivatt- rerchant -for Fajlor^ .rrrnn the -ex^r-ipt lint, Horlf.:.n .told 

Gradis he would con;ir;]y to the directive but se^rnb to have ir-de no 

re.0.1 effort, to irnplei'-ent it. Indeed, in one of his replies to t)i'-; 

irnportunpte Gradis, he betrayed sentiioents verpin^r on contempt for 

his superiors. On the 13 February, 175^i Gradis v/rote to La Riviere

J'ay eto ;/oir Uercredy iivttin, LI" de 
II -finisoit i"ic lire ses le tires et il n-e dit. 'YOUR

Tpouves ecrire a il" de La .Forte et luy m.arouer qu'il 
est inutile qu'il ,se donne la paine de faire f-igner 
de lettres par Le ninistre pour vous fournir des 
pate lots. J 1 -?' dr/nne des ordres dans ir-on l-ur-'-^rv..... 
qu'on ne donna des perrais que pour \ros ri'-t '

06 
In 1757 » the situation v/as even worse, On the 11 January'

appealing to . La Eiviere, Gradis observed that he h'-.d. been to see 

Eostan to ask for help in obtaining stilrrs. Hostan had replied 

that he had no orders from the minister on the subject, Gradis vas

surprised since he had appealed to the minister on the 11 December.
97 ' 

1756- Even had he received j^u^h •orde.'rs, Postan said, i

have been i?;,-possible for him to help Gradis since he had no sailors

available. Put observed Gradis., 'les na vires qui s 1 expedient pour
} °8

nos colonies et pour la course en trouvent. '

In spite of a letter of the minister to Gradis of the 7 January

94. Gradic Correspondence, Copybook Europe, i. 206.
95. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, i. 225.
96. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, il. 453.
97. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, ±±. 535.
98. Correspondence Gradis, Copybook Europe, ii. 453.
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in which £r«dia was assured that orders nad been isnued to Ro^tan;

99
'd ' e n fa c i 1 i t e r J f ex pe d i t i o n a i; t a n t qu ' 1 1 s e ra po s s i b le ' ? ' on the

25 January Grtidas .-was again complaining to La Riviere that he could 

£et no crews at any p-r*ice and t.hat Rostan *.as- still p~"e tending he 

had received rso orders or; the rJbieet. The 26 February fo-nd 

Gradi H dia ..rau^ht without crews and Hostan .still denying he had any 

sailors at hi F disposal;  whores:-, Gradis noted:

'Tout ,dit anvil accord P. d'autre^ 3es memc-B choses

By the 10 aarch, he v:«s sufficiently convinced of Rostart'n bad faith

to confide in Bl^ot that hi" whole purpose -jr: holding "ba.ck cr'-v v/ac

n OP 
to shov just v/l.o vd elded the real po^er-"1" ""

Gradis also had cfr.up-e that year' to c^ripJain of a shortage of
" 

 carpenters ov;ina; to Eos tan's non-co-operation, an

about Ho £j tan's urr.'rillinfjness to provide an escort for five ' -^3-lii".? rl 1

104 
to Rochefort. 'Without the escort they would h&ve run av-ay.

It :s little vondor that the end of the shipping season found. 

Crariis threatening Versailles that he would not undertake « mother 

contract unless he ^as guaranteed tetter co-operation froiii the service 

I'e informed la Kivi=. .»:v:

Je re rxf re fuse ray jama is a me re-ndre utile autant 
cue cela dependre de moy pour le bi<-;n <iu service, Je 
racrifieray r.cn bier:, mon repos et mr> tranouillite 
r,a.is tous .autant que je aeray j-u.bcrdonne au caprice 
d'un homiiie je n'en feray rien. Si absolurnent le 
Ministre 1'ordonne., J'auray 1'honneur de luy i-epre- 
ront'.^r que tous autant que ;e u'auray nas un ordre 
exrires pour qu'on me passe les eouj v.agos que ;je 
prcsenteray qu'ils r.oyent de cjasse de service cu non,_ 
il n'est pas possible que ,jc puir-c- 0 re^vcjir ces vues. "^

99- Correspondence Crc.d:c, Copybook Mfnistre, p. 2'?a.
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The f-jnal proof of Roman's power w-is afforded in 175 B * 

year v.'her> Gradis vras v:orMluring,

r>p?it on pourra faire pour c or-^Setter lor 
equipages qul sont nec-issaires pour ces ar^--

because,

•r .a Course nous a enleve 3a plus frr^nde partie de -. r.^ 
nos nv-itelots q<.;-i front dans ics prisons d ' A;j^l oterre,

hr- bnd no difficulty v-'ith crews. Rostan v;ar» v.; >.-?11 disposed:

M de Rostft.n nou^ a fourny de IP ^eilleuT1 ^rac« 
noe; i.-qv:iy^rv:s cront nou.£: avo v--r-; eu "bepoin pour -toi te«
nos expoditiont. S'il e"r. eut fcit de mtr-rne 1'anr;^:e e I"*-'-* ^

seroit s'jrev^nt pas arrives, iv; '

So much for the obsoJ.ute authority of Louis JV, his minici.ern 

and tl^eir councils. So much for the *'^^^'i.^M^Jl-^^^P^' °^ T'" r:: 

fi?"st 51^^^J? v'ho \?as helpless before the 'cr_a'D.r1_CH_ (1 *un ;v-r.:r^^ s v-von 

such a short distance from Versailles as Bordeaux, If even Kostan 

could not be controlled, hnvr much more difficult it v.-as to keep 

abreast of events in the far distant colorii.°s. In the colonies, each 

local administrator issued .his ov;n decrees which were or,forced 

immediately and perhaps repudiated months later by Versailles. In 

the case of lesser administrative decisions, the colonial authorities, 

even ir;ore than Rostan, "-ere practically obsdute.

Although hfi accepted prifts 'from oi^ot,"1"^ de La Porte probably 

knev little more about bis activities thr-T: i'he rriinisi.er and v ras ^Ir-.d 

r.ot to be bothered. After all, colonies had but cne parpoce ^'hich 

^•as the creation of \vealth for the mother country." "'^ If corruption 

ran unchecked in the cole-roes, it was too much trouble to do anyt>in^

3.06. Cor: ?;sr:0?~*dence Gr-dis, Coy>yTx>o'r: -Ar-iericLUC* 24 Fe!irua.T-y 1758, i.
107. Corre^por-'ience Or.i.cic, C<^pyi-ook /^-^riq^e, 24 Peb-r^ry 1758, i.
108. See b-low, pJ.Al.
109. Boul]e, op.cit. , p. 50; G. FVtgault, 'La Gu<?rv* tie Ser:t Ans

et la Civilisj/tinn Canaddenne', Rev_ue d'hii-toire de l ! .fe:.crique 
^T^jicai^e, ^erttr.ber 19531 PP- 194-19S ~ ----- - - ..



fhout it. De J^ Porte and the minister had enough to do ,just to 

copo with Uriily administration. Dr. ]3o\.'lle h«B arru^d i/nat 

ministerial circles had h*-£un to turn their attention toward the 

reform of the colonial cyet^'i before 1756, 110 but the evidence he 

p-- rented tendc to covifirm .r.itlier th*.n v.-p&ken the jr,prtp>:ion that 

f^nly the unqualified d.i:- -.ster of the v>veri Years V/ar irivfficed to 

rouse the central adrninintration to a serious attempt at reform.

110, Boulle, op.cit., pp. iii, iv. This is not to dismiss his 
excellent discussion of- the changlr,^ attitude toward 
merc^ntaliBni and the first tentative efforts which were 
jnade prior to the Seven Years V/ar to li!M,jv;li£.e the trridc 
laws and attack at its roots one of the primary causer, 
of colonial weakness. See for example his thesis, p. 77.
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Cr.APTSK II

A FAMILY. AFFAIR

Having examined the *head office 1 in its relations v.dt.h its 

f-uboro j.rv- tep. in the provinces, v;o turn no-v to a discussion of tho 

administrators themselves, their co.re.ers and fardlie^., Since the 

colonial service wan deeply intertwined in the general Fre;ich 

am?inie tr«, lion, -we v;.ill not be surprised to Ivarn that colonial 

administrators did not view.. a career in ine colonies as an tr,-d in 

itself. Bigot, for example, spent the i'irst sixteen years of hie 

working life at itochefort in other departments of the Marine, and 

regarded his postings to Isle Royaie &ud Canada only as the 

necessary preludes to an appointment to an inj^n^lgricy^ in Prance* 

Preferffsnt in the J^.arine \vaa awarded priniarj.ly c>n a patronage 

basis, "being only secondarily concerned with questions of. integrity 

and efficiency. Bigot's actions in Canada can not "be fully 

appreciated unless set in the social context of the .ferine* 

Therefore, some of the dynastic considerations and lobbying tactic-;-] 

current in Bigot's period v.'ill be exauiinc-d before moving on to 

discourse on his c^ri family and friends.

B.cgc.rding the recruitr;i.ent policies of the Marine, LTt-:uville 

stated that :n 17*02 conraiBclor'E in the £c.:-;inistrative corps ^ T:':J"G 

inade venal, Thir: v-as considered an irr.provfiaent over Lhe insecurity 

of tenure -which had prevailed previously. It -was hoyr-.-d rc-curity 

would encourage administrators to:

s'en rerident plu's capables; et, par- le* desir rt^ture 
de faire pa&ser leur« offices a lours enfants et 
herd. tiers, ils puifsent inst.runre cei;.x c 
destineroit pour les rer.-plir .apres

1. Tteuville, >,1..13., ^ /̂2^j^_^J^^^]:Q^^Jj^Tfi y}'-:.(^ Etat
,^^^-^!^,^ 1^98, Paric, p."~58"^ """



Apparently, the venal, -experiment did not produce an adequate 

supply of ui.votpd civil servants because it was ended abruptly in 

April 1716. From 1685, efforts hed been 'Bade to develop * system 

for the training of administrators. A dispatch of thr^i year 

announced th?:t candidates' would' be chosen:

parsi les .jeunes gens qui ee rfccommando.ient par leur 
npbless ou par les services de lei.r fair, ills, et qui 
avaicnt tin age convenable pour conif'.eneer ;- sorvir 
dans un port. 2

and f£i'urf-ms ^ade an absolute fetish of recruiting young aristocrats 

for the adxajni Rtrat:'.ve corps since he was convinced that they v-ere 

not only likely to be more honest thwri coif.woners but would also bo- 

more likely to intiuodate corrupt naval captains. On Ihe '/ ^-rc1 :
9-

1735 ^e informed .B^uharnoiK, the 1 ntendf^rt of Rochefort:

Je suis bien aise d'admetti-e dans ces employs des 
gens de quelque distinction pour leur donner plus 
de relief et ce sont ces sortes de fiuiets que vous 
devez placer par preference sur les v-' :*isKeaiix, les 
officiers ont plus de consideration pour eux nt ils 
sont mo ins susceptible de prevarication d?inf; leurs 
f one t ions- 3

In 1716, the new training rank of -petit cr/-:!ni^saire' r was created 

for specially favoured candidates, apparently to .short-circuit the 

usual pattern of ^--Jgve, ^crj: vai n ::o rdj. na i rj3 , ticriv_ain- 'Viera^l, 

coi/iTT! i s _c_a irei « In 175^ » ^°r example, at the age of eighteen and 

after only a few months work in bis .father's office, Arnaud de La 

Porte, ^ij_s» ^v^s made a •;•>,•. t ij, c^in jj^ga^r^ jie^Jla _ >'• -- r i n^e .

Although, it was possible to enter and rice to high rank, in 

the Marine v/ithout the advantage of birth, despite a shortage of 

talent, such was the exception rather than the rule. To be sure,

2. Feuville, Ibid., p. ;-86.
3/ AM, IE, vol. 122, p. 145.
4. .Joseph Pellerin, eventually a-firsr.t J^l^.i^ bfigt.:r: life in 1683 

f::, the son of one of tho king's trumpeters, and Arnaud ce Li 
Porte vas himself the eon of a coast guard at Payonnc.
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QUO needed a rudimentary education to qualify for a   trainh:;;; poet 

ir. th* servico, but Iho key to any appointment was a good 

r^coaunende.trion. Mends were useful, and friends could be bought, 

as a rather disillusioned Canadian vho had."spent seven months in 

Paris explained. .L&r.dr:: £vr told Kme. B~V;on that in Paris:

. 'quMl a fallv. f?e irettre en b^rj-". hr.bits, cv.C'in d'etre 
re£.f-rde et qu'il n'y a cue c'-.,*.: : qui paroi.sscnt avoir 
cie 1'ardent cui ponl bioi) ix-c.us« ' 5

Tho reaso-.i for this V.V-D thai. c.T;f> had to look  w.orU-vhile.

... il yov.droit etre ecrivair; prir-cipal* 11 a de 
1'argent et a'il en veut .domier il i^ussira; c'est 
par la que tout s } arrange eii ce fuoride, u ce qu'il 
HI'a dit. 6

Kothing, hr^nver, v.j.s more useful in the ga-ne than good .tVoinily 

ccrmeoticn.

Not only V..,-:P Je&ri-Baptiste Colbert succeeded in the nriniKtry 

by his son, but he in^na^ed to do well by his in-laws, Zoltvany 

observed that the rn?.:.r.ria,^e of Marie Charron, TV hose mother -T? r.

Pegon, to Colbert, on.th'? 1/| Oeo<v-:"ber5l648, transfcr;i;ed the Btrons into

1maritime and colonial administrators  Colbert ascinted his cousin

by ri.arri--ge, lrrj,chf.I Begon de !.«. Picardiorb to obtain, first the 

jntfirc'f^ricy of Saint-Do^in^ue, then that of the galleys at ^arreilles 

and finally the key post of Rochefort, At the sav;e time Ec"gon we/3 

:i'rrt^ndfmt. °-f ^irit-Iiorairirue, his brother-in-lav/, Jacques de Keulles, 

was ij^t^l^f'Ji. °^ ^ ew France.

Of his ihT-fte ^ons, tv;o; Llichel and Claude-I>;ichel, pursued 

successful careers in the marine. The former, who began work as an

Toulon, furthered his career through a

5. ISfcftOJi Correspondence, 8 LsceDiber 1750. R^^P^- .19^-1955, p. 1>9,
6. Ibid., 10 December r/^0, p. 140. " 
7. This and the fo]lcv/in- is taken primarily from the Dictionary

^£r^$3Li vo1 - 1I1 ^ 114± to 1770, To.ronto7 1974 *
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carriage into the powerful Beauharnois family, themselves closely 

related tc the Phelypeaux dynasty v/hic.h provided three ministers of 

the l<;;irir;e, in an unbroken tenure from 1690 to 1748- Michei L-t'g/on 

rose quickly, serving as jntendant of Ifcw France, int^ndant of Le 

Havre,.In tend ant of the tdndralty of Normandy and finally endJng ap 

as i'ntendant of naval forces, His son, y^t another Miens!, rose to 

~De ifljtendent of Dunkerque.

Ivb'chel. 1 s sister inB.rri.fed the Pear-Admiral« Ro^nd Bar.r:in de 

La Gaiissoniere, whose son, Holon-i-^jciiol, served, as interiM governo 

of Ker France frc-L- 1?47 to 1749, b-.-for^ taking- over the f>epot des 

C-artea.• et^flans^ at VeT;-,aj llt^s, ^here he Lecaj.'^o a personal adviser to 

liouille. Not only did he- servo as a co^.siisGJoner on the Korth ^'n^ri 

Boundaries Cocimission, l.-.;t also gwi'.^raled the s^cc^Koiial GGcu^Htion. 

of I.'.inorca in

Claude Michel, even though he angered tn<; family by marrying- the 

daughter of the rarcie r^vi^in at Montreal, Is'ario-Elisah^th Rocbert 

de La l-lo^^andiere, rose eventually to occupy the not inconsiderable 

^ubernatorir:] post of Trois Rivieres. His daughter, Karic-Cathrine 

Elisabeth, married Honore Lichel de Yillebois de La Rouvilli^re, 

whose lather was a £2I'L?±i£§2l?^. a " Bordeaux in the 1720's and whose 

ur.cle, we have already encountered in the perron of Henri de Bostan,

c 2Hr: ~- :i£.a ^ re " ° rĉ OTlPa ̂ r:£H a^ Bordeaux.

Michel's c.ar-'sfcr is a g-ood example of how not to .succeed in the 

Marine, Although industrious and talented and. certainly not without 

influence at Court, Michel coraiiiitted su unfortunate tactical error 

in permitting hirneelf to be drawn into bitter conflict while he was 

c orn:;; :i_sj-aire - ore onnateur in Louisiana v/jth the governor, Pierre de 

Rigaud de Vrudreuil. Perhaps the quarrel va s rooted in the anti­ 

pathy which had existed between Vaudreuil's father and Michel 1 s 

father-on-lav; 1 ;-.: brother, vho had been governor nnd ir-;-:ndaiit of



C<.«;ada at the same time; but, as Leinieux has shown, there was no 

need for an old family feud a.s a pretext for antipathy betv^n the

Q

holders of those offices..

When fcuch a quarrel rendered officials irreconcilable the 

rights or wrongs of their position-seen t-.- have borne little-v:i;i£ht 

 Khen set against the influence of family and friends.. When i^ichol's 

worldly-vise mother-in-law learned of the quarrel, ^he v;ar:; beside 

hi-rbelf vith cojicern. S;K r«- jjiind-yd hJJu pointedly-;

cu'on ne t'a mis ou tu  s que pour arrnn^er tes . 
aficiies et point pour y etre .le refO.IV;Hteu.r du 
gouverneur. 9

Michel apparently under ee lima ted the value of Vaudrt-nil's friendship 

vn.th de La Forte wince .in a letter of the 23 !>ferch,1751» ^Ke « B^^CD. 

observed:

tu as beau dire qu'il n'a que M. de L»a Porte, II a, 
et tu dois fen apercevoir si tu veux oiivrir les 

u> tout ce qu'il y a a esperer de credit. 10

This v/ CA3 not the first time that i'rae. 2e,ron had referred to de La 

Port3 ! s influence. In a letter of the 8 I^a-r^'cer, 1?50 5 she had noted 

that Lnnorieve had seen de. La Porte v.hon he was at Verraillet-. She

Evnijised that Me La Porte lui a prom is ;;a protection, car il en

* I"1
paroit fort content. 1 "~ Jv-dging from his other comments, this

12
probably meant that the first 2,ompiis_ had teen bribed.

'If lric)iol' ras determined to purj/ue his quarrel vith the 

governor, ivlire, B^^ori "urged that he should at .least employ tactics

8. D.J. Lemieux, ^fU-^O^
J..cy1 ^i^a JLZ^,"^J^l._A^I^^X.i^:'1ren  -  \_ 4-dmini'straiLLoli7 
[Lovdj?iana State Ibnvers;rty 3 Ph.D. tiros .is', 1972.

- 7

9. B'gon. Correspondence, 22 February 1751, Ibid.., p. 150.
10. Ibid., p, 166. •
11. Ibid.., p. 139- I-est there be misuriderstanding the discussion of 

chapter one did not ar/yie that de La Porte's influeiice .was 
unsubstantial, Dut only that it was not unlirriited..

12. See above, p. 47  



v.hich would put arguments in the mouth of his friends rather than 

his enemies*

tu portes jusqu'au minis tre dee plai rites que to sura is 
du reserver a cenx qui sent tou jours surveillants a 
travailler pour toi ...

Si tu n'eerivais point aveo aut'int de vehemence 
je te 1'ai dej^ dit, ceux cui. veulent te i'a:ire rial 
a 'en ffrraient plu::; qu'a toi, J/'ais tes ecritn perdent 
tout. !,!. Le Koriuand ert auc&i sensible qu'un eon ami 
peut I'etre de toun les chagrins q.ue tu r-^s, ma is il 
n 1 a dit q^ie tu ne d^.'vais ecrire qu'avec be.-v.ucr/up de 
o:enage.menl, et c'est cc que tu ne fais point,. -^3

In fact, bis violent longu/?.^e, co-ntr&ry to all policy, not oniy a 

his enemies but alienated his 'friende. .Although, as iv/ce, Begon 

argued, La Galis&onniere had no particular need of do I^a Porte,, h 

had apparently given up on Michel -since in. ii.is fevered i!ri^gini;;gG

Michel had come to believe that La Galissonniere, fox- personal
1 4""interests, had ranged himself on that Hide,

It was probably r;ell for him that he died in Y{^2. As one

historian has observed: he, 'lacked the qualities needed to survive

IS in a government system that turned on palD^oraige*, not efficiency. 1 "

Far from receiving a promotion, he v.o-uid have been fortunate to 

avoid the fate of a successor, Vincent-G^spard-Pierre de Pochemore, 

v ho despite the strenuous efforts of his family, v*as recalled in 

1761 to answer charges of a criminal nature preferred again&t him 

by the governor. It is not proposed to enter into the sordid details 

of that affair, but in order to understand the associated use of
*

family influence and allegations of misuse of power in. high places, 

it rill be necessary to sketch the primary outlines*

The third s^n of Eenri de Rochemore, Ssigneur de La Deveze, 

lieutenant d&s vaisseaux du r.oi; Vincent-Gaspard-Pierre v/as born in

13. E'gon Correspondence, 3 May 1752, op.crtp. 169.
14. Ibid.
15. Cited by Donald J. Korton, • JDJC_.B,, p. 4/5.
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1713. In nn interesting parallel to Francois Bigot's far.?ily, the

]v,. do Kaurepar; proposa de placer le i:'eu sieur de 
Rochftntore dans le corps de la viu-o, il eut la 
bonte d'a.jouter, 'qu'il lui faiJoit den Su.jetp, de 
cette trt.mpe pour r^ir<plir ler, Intendancos, ' 1°

Furthermore, fcnure.pas, who thcught it necessary to bring military 

end civil officials into a narrow unity, held the idea that when 

positions vve.ro solicited' for me IT hers of the came family, the older

fhou.ld be appointed as an adFrunii-.traior, and the other to a milita

17
rank. It ;i;ust, therefore, have been Rooh^iaofe'c younc^r brother

T ft
viio rose to. he ("Ge £liJ.t: ^ar!re » 'l 1'38 ^ as '^^c^ * e younger 'brother

~ --a

Upon feure-o^s 1 recomiriendation in 1731* Rocheraore was eppoirted to 

the post of .^criyain at Toulon and by 1738, had become an ^rij^ln- 

princip.al. After a varied experience at Bo c he fort and at sea, he 

had by 1751* been appointed ccrrimigsaire-o rd^9njp_aj,ei?r and ir1 "'"^'7; 

though soliciting the post of ^ -^'lon^.^iteijr -..t Marseilles, received, 

doubtless to his clipmay, that of cO2^r^^r:aJj^-^rj!rrn£^^ejj_r at Louisiana.

Trie reports on his abilities, though not ecstatic, attributed 

to him the qualities of probity, nntelligd-.nc.e., and eoj.^or: tense. On 

the negative side, he was said to have lacked drive and TR-as, perhaps

I^« ' r'l[CPli^.:lflIL^2^ ficnign & eai re i^gn^rg-l. 
de_Ia Marine» Qrdonr;??.tour a la hou2si;in£; AJ\.r , col. M 1024, III

17, Villiers du'Terrace, Ear on Iv'nrc, L';s deiraeres ar ̂ es de La
i,ris, 1903, pp. 126-128; ci.,ed by Lemieux.™~-

op.cit.pp. ^3» 64. As his letter of 7 X'arch 1755 to Beauharnois 
shov/s, he particularly wanted to encourage members of the old 
aristocracy to ..enter the administrative posts to be placed on the 
ships on the grounds that the Naval 'ofi'jciers ont plus de 
consideration pour eux et ils sont roins eiu'ceptible de 
prevarication dans leurs fonctions.' A":, IE, 122, p. 145. His 
general recruitment policy is thus sho^vn as tending -toward 
greater social exclusivity.

18. r?'r^o:i.r<? de Rpchetnore, p. 5«
19. See below, p« 72.
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not very efficient; hardly the portrait of a can likely to paraly^ 

the administration of a cclony through a lust for powrer and violent

'i   * 1 * "*partisan passions. Yet, these were precisely the &l.}.c;.v t,i<>as .1.110. 

against him by Governor Kerlerec. '-The authorities quoted by Lemicux

and Boulle, however, yeera to a rare e that Rocheniorc v^s alMOF.t v.'iioliy

20 to blame for the divisions which resulted., Such a on^--siaeci viey;

c^n only ho explained by blind faith in v?h«t Kerlerec h-.d to' soy in 

the .offio/i^l correh-r'oafk.nGn and i^;orsnce of the briefs in defense 

of Rochemore; Rochebieve, oflicier dc. K ^£9^p( --{i.^^.a'c:J2e^

l«!arine. a la LOIIJ fjia:;e ; ^nd Philippe de Mari.{.;ny de Mandev

r;ant dec tro.u/es.   They were unanimous in allf-^dng a series

of tyrannical abuses af/.:lnfit the ^pverAor and even v/f;r<.t KO far ^B 

to accust: liiin of clandestine relatioDiihipe 7\ith the r'^^lish for 

the purpose of piivate trade \vhich seriously j^opfirdized the h' cv*.ri.ty 

of the colony, the governor^ special province of responsibility. 

For the ends of the present discussion, however, by far the roost 

dama^in^ alle,;::,tion against the /p-)ve.rnor was that he intercepted 

all inccaing correspondence at Belize v,'here only those letters 

which it pleased him to release, v-'ere distributed. In a letter of the 

26 April, l?6l, Rocheiriore complained to the minic-ter:

Dc:puis pren de trois ans cue je suis arrive dans 
cette colonie, l^s circonstances sent telles que je 
n'ai rcau s.ucune lettre ni de mes parent ni de r.es 
an;is, nonohstant tonic K relies cue je leur ai ^dresoces, 
.La plupart df-s r.-e^-ociarits -et des parti cullers etablis 
ici, r;e trouvent o:;..os le r^eiiio- cas .,.

20. Besides Villiers: ICmile Lauvriere, Histoire d_e_I^ Louir;icvne 
j^V^i^tJjlirlvllif Far i.s, 1940; "<^"rgeV"OudfircTf VJe.iile7 
ArrieriQuej. la_ J>cui_.^i.? ne_ au temr;^ -G^Fr^.nc.iiis, ParJa, 1951;
Nancy !.lf.'ria .Sirr/ny, ^^_CpHier£? °-L."j 9.1:2-^5n?' ^"^^^ "^1G"191 6' —————-••--

21. Briefs for Rocheblave and Mandeville, AIT., Col. M 1024.
22. MJrno i^re cie Rochemore , p. 78.



J.

Xerlerec, by this means, not only deprive! iic-cheir.pre of knowledge of 

hit? efforts to oust the £1^02 nateju;r, but was also able to le-arn by 

-what arf;n;r,<;;nts Rochemore ' s re]fttive» were attempting to deferia him. 

The H:IH5li£§. argued that .Kerlfcrec's bad faith Ivid been manifest 

from' the moment Pocheraorf had stepped ashore. In office since 175?? 

he had becoir.e accustomed to his corarrond , v.-hich since jVarch 17yY? 

had virtually become dictatorship ov.ing to the d^th of -the

his replacement by Kerlerec's puppet.. J^s.r.-Piap 'tic tc-CJaude rJut-e- 

Desclesee.ux, as acting'^rdeim/a^jur. \Vithiri a month of Roche,7iorc J s 

arrival, m the 5 OctolBa:,175B, Kerleiv:c liad v.rJtten a most violent 

denunciation of him to tJie rrinis'ter because, fjccordinf; to the 

r,:%;c_lre, Eocher^ore had refused to lend, himself to the ;'ove^nor ' ;-? 

nefarious activities. In January 1759 > ^^ g'o^ernor dispatched 

Descloseaux and Titon, his secretary, to Paris where they ii<id 

brazenly to the .minister with the result that De^closcai:oc was given 

letters of cr donna tear. Although Boulle has produced weighty 

objections to the argument that Berber's hand was stayed by family 

intervention on Rocheinore's behalf, the T:4:noire was categorical in 

its statement that the Countess of Berulle convinced him he oi:,^ht

not to act, at least until he had given Rochemore - the opportunity

23to defend himelf. Indeed, that the .nir.in ter coiud. even think

<-j* £_si;£.-i-±H.» PP» 30, 31; Boulle, op»<:it« p. 147. Boulle argued 
that riot only *as Berryer a man 'who repeatc-dly refused to 
grant all but the .most insignificant favors to such people 
as the Prince of Ccnde, the Princesses of Conty and 
Carignan, and even to his'own sister 1 , but that, '.a letter 
to a brother of Rocheu.'ore -(Gaston?) in Lroventer 1759 does 
not reveal any v>-eakenir.<r of the Minister's determination to 
be rid of the unreliable official as soon as he'cnsi.' 
Furthermore, Boulle contirn^-.a, 'the only concession he made 
on this occasion to the Cce'niissaire Ordonnatcur' s fan-ilv_
to have him merely recalled instead of rtvokiiigliiin, a fate 
which Berryer intimated the Louisiana official -- -.m3d have 
richly deserved.' Apparently, there is no mar^nal note on 
a letter of recall dated 27 August, 1759>-which led Roulle 
tr> Relieve' ^hr^t -it "-I'^t 'in^e r- en r-eM  
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of recc-llin-j; RocheKore v.j.thin a. year of his appointment, solely

upon the testimony of the SDvornor and his associates, raises

very serious questions about Berryer's cvm judgement. If Roche^oro

bungled the colonial currency, he was'not the first ordonnateur to
r) \ 

have been de fee ted by that jntractable problem. ' AG to the jssue

of the confiscated -interloper, even if 'Kvchfifl'ore ' s allegations 

against Kerlerec were imfo'unded, Rochen-re had at least the 

atmeai^.noe .of legality on b.is side.

One explanation of Bt-:rr.yer's h^ste is that JIG was influenced 

in his decision by de La Boque, then s-::cnnd coinr^i^ in the £Jivau 

^i§_J?.:-J!2I^^£- ^ie c-.eniC^ijj'-e alleged that Ti ton had cultivated. o%~ kt 

Kocjue's favour and that it vas de !>' Iu::,que v;ho in November 17>9? 

•j:eoo:;..':';--'nutd the replacement of Rocheraorc b.y resolo^eaiix. l.enainf- 

credence to the conspiracy theory is the evidence of the missing 

s. Although Eochemore's dispatches of 1759* had been 

by Eellot, Bochernore's Secretary to the Consul _dc_—viace 

at Cadix; 7/:i th the exception of a letter to the CounU-3S of Eerulle, 

all trace cf then seemed to have been lost during the critical 

months of 1759? when Eerryer *'^s 'meditating Pocheiuyre' s recall. 

Only after sustained pressure had been applied over a period of

months, the reeIT:oire maintained, were the letters 'discovered 1 behind

25
an ar.rchair in the r^nister's office.

In the meantime, Kerlerec had been pi-en sing his cose a/gainst 

^^e ^£^cr-'nf') -^-e-l?- r'* A- -^ew m°ft âs after dispatching Titon and Descloj-rea 

de la r'renJere .and des Salles v/ere sent to the Court on a similar 

Tiiission and a series of letters were written to the corrjr;?.nding

24.. See Surrey, ibid.; Adam Short, Pocunient_s on Or.;::rer;cv arid 
K^chor_^e_, Ottava,, 1926.

25. J^moire,'op.cit.p. 82.



officer of I. ho coJonial troops in Eur<-po. Count Halv/yl, libelling a

n umber of colonial off jeers n'ho hsd ,Uken Rochemore'i: p-rt against

p£
the <-.ovornor. A ruthless tactician, tX-rlerec, hiving finally

.secured R-ochemore's definitive ree-all in 1762, insured -that his 

\ersion of the ' latent f vents--v;<>uld reach the Court before fioehenoie 

by chartering a Spanish ship at ro;yal evr-onse. It sailed from 

L-ouisiaiVi a full r;onth before the ^r^^^^Leui^s departure hat was 

captured} by vhat ;recr^; is not Hpecifi^d, l.-ut 'Iv'jp.e* de Pocbovuui"*'-' 

obtained the oj'ifrinals of the letiers rhich she leproduo^d :;i the 

gieiiioire, One of the 25 J>iu«-,1762, proved th=:..t for thiv^ yr-ars Titon 

had been resident in France, apparently lobb;, ing cease let, sly on 

Kerlerec's behalf, since the letter referred to:

-";us l«r)s wouve/i.'entG cuft vous '^ou.s estos d^innas pour 
e:-:poser sous lea yeux dn J'!jnirtre et pour fa ire 
vsloir la bonle de rna cause, ''-(

Hcchemore died in Paris on the 31 "i : 'v" 1765, before he V.T^S £ble to
%
6

'clear his nans but the ?*%;Oire noted that d'Abbadie, 'Rcchemore J s 

replacement in Louisiana, in a letter cfth: 29 -^.e 17&4, ^° ^e. de

Eocheinore, thorc-ii^hly corroborated Pochemore f s position and ensured

?8 her that, 'Le Ministre en est informe. ' " Oa i;r;e .9 -.Tunej i'-i-ia. de

Rochemore v.-as informed that M, Bupont, ljroirJ;GnanJ:~ra:^tjj^ujl.i.c-a^du 

•• ha.-U let h^d been n; : ;;:ed to investigate the Louisiana Affair.

As if, however, the --hole •••• i.zr-.,rre story -vas riot sufficiently 

oor.rplicocted, M;:ie, de Rochemore vcrr-nd. up her p^noir^ with the
^ - .....«^,.. ..-,, ,-v__.-.rmi-m

accusation that Accron, the first £££•£.*. °- t ';' e ^2^!Ljtea^Q}.Qn±ea

was a party to the conspiracy against her husband's memory/ She

?iivived that although d'Abbidic's letter of the 29 .fe.e s 1T64 5 had stated

thst he had already iriforraed the minister and Accron of Kerlerec's

26. Ibid., p. 80.
27. Ibid., p. 104-
28. Ibid., p. 128.
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wrong doing, and v?:s .sending additional details to the r.ir.ir.te-r in 

the same bag ac carried her letter; when Accron retired in the roring 
of 1765, he declared that nothing had-yet been received from d'Abbe.di< 
and speculated that -his widow might be bringing the account. Mme. de 
Rochemore alleged that the real reason for i.he long delay in getting 
the hearing unrJprway after Kerlerec arrived in January i?64, was that 
Accron had suppressed the evidence in circumstances similar to the 

loss of the letters of 1759 behind a. chair. c '

If .this last detail could be substantiated it r^ight "be necessary 
to modify the conclusions upon La Forte's ability to protect Bigot. 
Y.hat is clear from the above examples is that the Karine was irau^'t 
v:ith frequent contests lor power, fought out on family lines and ra/rec 
v;ith the weapons of bribery and intimidation. Of course, trie efficier 
of the service was seriously impaired b;y these conditions, "but this 
"as of little oonsequence to the feniilies y;ho monopolized the posts 
of the Marine arid seemed to regard the go^eminent service as 

instituted primarily for their private l-^vefit*

One might easily proliferate examples of the dynasties ¥/ho 
fattened off the« ::e spoils. Mentioning only those v.*ho figure in the 
Crad.is correspcn^enoe; the F}:elypeau..x secured employment for their 
cousins, the Beauh^rnois, tvho during the eighteenth century produced

Ro chef art; ?, governor- general of New France, p.nr! a governor-of the 
Inles du Vent, Another -,'irine family, the Vrjudreuils ^reduced two 
governors-general of Nev; France, a governor-general of feint Dondngi 
a commander of Kcchefort, tvo vice-aiairals and a governor of Trois 
Kivieres. Arnpud de La Porte clinched his ovm career by marrying 
the first j5orr;mi£, Joseph Pcllerin's daughter, which put him in the

29. Ibid., pp. 136-140.
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position to help his brother to the in^t.erida:uv/_ of £;,iint-Do;;;ingu.o. 

The brother of the corrtr^2^i;r of Canada, Jr.u:ques-Kichel Breard, was

.5E^k^±£,J§g^^li:r' 5e ^ M.t He c he fort. Guiilau-ine Estebe v;as a^isted 

by his son in the i-ioyal Stores at-Q;uvM-eu, ,-irjd the Cartel brothers 

.nonopoiiztd the posts -of .ec!i,nilijt:airo and ^rj^-r^ag;^].^ tt ?.-"oTitreai

Thus the Marine of the eighteenth-century r<reeir,bj.«--d nothing so 

^ - ch as a private club.-^-ho^e criteria for rrernb^rship we^-e birth or 

friends and preferably both. Not that it differed from othor 

governmental services, kosher .described, identical conditions in the 

Sii^il^^r^IiSJ^l.?^ &n ^ Tvoeuebrune !rerjtif..ned inter-rolationsnips 

between the K^rine and f&miljt-s do?t;ln^.tinf; other departuients.^"" Ti.-a

' ;''

lax? coui'ts of the time operated'undc:.r a similarly e;,elusive syG'tern,'' 

iiven a Canadian student of catheiaatics, de Lotbiniere, according to 

Krne. Eegon, would, have to exploit his family connections to find a 

job in France. Forttinc,toly for hiin ? she observed;

o

II est de f;,v.dllG aj-;;;-^ heureuee pour ne devoir 
denesparer de rien, ^5

fj'hui= .Fz'.'anyois Bigot vas born into a. v:orld in Y^hich fanily 

counted for almost ! -v\,i'ything. Although individual anbition v;as no 

doubt the "notive force behind family fortunes, no one person could 

hope to push MB ov;n status iraj.ch farth'er then a step above his 

.father'^ and in so doing had of necessity to dra;r the rest of his 

family along \vith h^m/ Tt>erefore 5 it vas important that the family 

stick together and all work toward the iinpro\efr.ent of their collective 

.position.

30. . John Eocher, French F.in;-:nees 1770-1795, pp. 6()-6l, 69.
Cambridge, 1970. 

3}. Roquebrune, op*eiv.«p. 479-
32. Franklin L. Ford^ ^ob^^nd^^o;^., Cambridge, tfa&s., 1953,
33. Begon .Correspondtm-ce, 26 November, 1750,op,cit» p. 135.
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Social status depended upon titles, landed wealth, and 

occupation. If one possessed none of these a good Wc.y to begin would 

be to be.oon;e a successful merchant* A son iiUght then afford to enter 

the legal profession and }'e in turn trj$:t. obtain employn;ent for his 

sons in the sdininiKtraticn of the state. \Vhen th^ family had obtained 

sufficient money, they might think of investing in land and by that 

route eventually succeed to titles and aristocratic considerati^n, 

Provided one exercised the discreti'-=n r-ct to pu.sh too hard -.Vr to 

appear to have acqx-ired too much irioney too quickly, lev; auestions 

were Jrlktly to bo asked about the source of the income. The colonial 

service presented all sorts of opportunities for--the acquisition of 

v;ealih. As Mine. Begon quoted Landrieve:

personne i::e se fait de r.yotere de f.-.iire ces • 
ouverts oe toute sepece; et on regards a\i bureau bien 
feus oeux qui. foijt autrement et qu± font manger 
leurs bdens. 34

There v,ras, hov/ever, as Duchene observed:

quelque drcenr.0, queloue pn.idence, a n'eblouir 
personne, d'ur; trop vif eclat; on ne fais.-jit 
'rendre gorge' aux traitants, cor-ime on ditait, 
que lors quails etnlaiorit un luxe par trop insolent*

To see whether the court v-as justified in maintaining that 

Jrancois Bigot offended s^ainct the received conventions it will be 

necessary to examine at \;hat point on the social rcale Francois 

Bigot 'n family hnd arrived -when lii^ot n^.s appointed to th= colonies.

Iri his neffoiTe _,iugtiflcatif presented to the commission at the 

Chat-ele^t in 1?63, it is "written that:

34. Began Correspondence, 10 December, 1750, Ibid., p. 140.
35. Duchcns, op.ci-t.p. 55.



Des son plus rj^une age, ie £out du ^jeur Bigot 
l'avo:it decide pour 3a r^arine,

vhich was hardly surprising, the i:>.i..oire went on to sa.v, since:

le Port d« Bordeaux y attire presque tons ios 
habitants de cette grand ville.36

}-k was born rt '2:00. AM on the JO J^iu^ry, 1703 in the p-'iri ph of Sajiv

f-lfexant in Bordeaux avid baptised the next oay in the church of .;:-aint

A:\dre. jUlho^h not appearing in hir- bartitvnal C»-T i.3 fie?? t.e, the

of Francois de B^rre, hip nephew, -ftr>'G . *   .. .

naine ar, Francois d'Assitfc de Sigot..^^ The ^..t^- cant's father, Louis 

irtnmble d« '.Bi£;ot was at thn time of his birth .'- o^^^iH.t iL^li-^I in ^

Ka:rlerifent of Bordeaux. Himself, the son of Louis? Bigot, a i^ffie.

, ^9
j^ry chef of the s«"ie law court, and J. K^&^e, y he f.nf'ed hie car^ftr ^

/QT

Louis Ainablr: married within the Koce a ]t!krgiHvrite Lomb,-;.rc, in 

the parish of Saint EuAtlie on the 2.9 April, 1690. She raw the

daughter of Jv'erguerite La fitte a.nd Joseph Jy>mhard, ^S- r:^:l

- 41 
in the i'^;rl^rrie»jJb_dg__Bc}_rdsaur. One of her brothers, !-j.-^ncoir;, also c

_ r,oi in the Bordeaux P^rTe^ent, was Bi^vof's .cod father

and his gocr;.cther v.-^c pr? aunt, Ocevieve Bigot, wife of M. de Richon,

42fecuyer. ^'ar^.uerite l-<^jr<b?,ra ana L')v.iB-Amable lived in a hone on

ibe then fashionable "!?_^_(hi__J/n;.-D in the centre of old Bordeaux, close 

to the cathedral and only a five minute v/alk from the Prler^ nt vrhere

^il^-:i -«  BN 4° -FM-298 
37. Archives departc-.^r:ntal de 3a. Gironde, regij:tres t:r,roissiaux

d'Arveyres, E suppl. 4>9?~GG 16, acte de bapte-;i<; ? 24 July, 1747; 
cited by Fierre F;oller. Amorjal du BordeJ.B.is, Bo.r-d^aux, 1906.

58. Archives-Girorido, re^i^tres p-^roinsj.aux d"e Saint And re de
Bordeaux, r..cte de bapte;:.:--:, Francois Bi..-::ot., Jl January, 1703,

59. Act de marriage, p^roisee de Scinte .^Julalie, 29 April, 16985
reproduced in K. 'Roy, 'J^K ^tcrc.tr :irc-n cu Hoy t.u Canada ,*_3v'l"J c-t; ;i 
o pc' ^^£b^X£ll§.^.J;Ii5l.^l!lLlrl.<^. ^°» (19^0), p, 18 cj.

40. t^r;ru.re pour jVancois JB^gnjt, i., p. 3»
41. ^--stiunent de l:ar^:erite Loi;:b?;rd de Bifcot, 5 Auvrust, 1?C5,

Archive? departmenb-lo de la Gironde, ^E 33157, nota:re Bouan.
42. AC CilA, 93? P»27*>. :B:U:oi to the vdnJ r-tro- 1 October, 174°,
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iijf.rois had nnd sufficient money to make the match worthwhile for at 

least three generations, for as Fre^ault pointed out, Lc.uir.-rhi Ic^one 

either wrm not .Francois' aunt. It would arp^.r likely that Francois
*»

and the marquis were Second cousin?;.

Although not of the old landed gentry, the Bigots 1 social

position I•,-re!]y warranted the anonymous sneers found on tne rr:ar/vi^c
Afi of one of Msot's printed irfeoires of 1763. Not only had they

succeeded, a couple of generations before Francois was born, in 

liiarryinr; a daughter into one of the more •influential fami3.it;s of the 

kingdom, but for the sam* length of tiice they n-id b^-en Cfr-flt:-?; Hern 

du_£oy in his majesty' s. .•''arlemfenjt at Bordeaux, Althor^h the 

fc.uthoTities differ, ev^r- the most rj.^oroue admits thai, v/hen tr-o
s

generations hi.d held that rost for twenty years e.-xch, or n^.d died in

office, noble status which in the case of the first v/as for Ijfc

49 only, had become hereditary,

Vitrvcd from Versaillo-s, perhaps, as provincial obscurity, Far.l 

Butel ar^aed thnt the l''cb"'es!je_ de Robe •^.'-..•s most highly esteer- ;ed in 

Bordeaux and even thoiigli purchased at increasingly extrava/^nt rates

48- ^empire, Francois Birot, -%, , 4° Fni 2969* ' tous KJinounce qu'il 
r^toit veritablenent coupable c'une espece de conjurf;.tion 
centre les finances de 1'otat, qu'il vouloit enva'ui:^". pour 
devenir d^un petit corr.pa/mon qu'il etoit. (car qu'est ce que 
le petit fils. d'un greffier d'un Frij^lc^cnt de 'Province, ront 
le pore n'oserait peat etre etre cii^ par l ! -:ariere petit 
filfj) Vn riche important et distin^n.e, cr-niiTie taut d'autres 
niarables ce nos jours qui brillcnt et offusquent n^uie les 
grands par les richesses, les dignites, les terres, les 
alliances ^cquises par la ruine du peuple et des fir^cnces de 
1'Etat ^..' 'Ilxe writer vent on to oxpose his prejudices by 
implyiijf- tl/at somehow the old Ir.nded wealth had been acquired 
by mor*. legitin:ate practices, p. 208.

49, See Frepa-lt, £^E/ j 'P' 49-



in the ei/,h to-nth century, th-* purchaser v.':-is not always reco/val-'-<>

50 socially by tin-> established members of the Robs.. rj;hu3 marnr.^

into the old fn.nili.oc of the ^obe 'vas ea^rly so-iu^t after by the 

wealthy ^uerchants. The Bigots, having served their apprenticeship, 

were firmly ensconced in that society. >>e. Biyat was-not, 

therefore, affecting a status to which the family was not entitled 

Y/hen she inserted the particle in har children's names, although 

Francois did not as a rule, use it.

Apparently, th:i Ti^ots wore not satisfied cv?n by :.he hie- 

social siatus that ths ^obfl conferred but were determined to buy 

their ^,-iy into the landed ^.nr:ry. In addition to a snail farm clos^ 

to Bordeaux:, in 1766 not \/ortn more than 50,000 livre^, Louis-.-ir.iable 

acquired c-i the 8 Mazch 3712, fron I.'Tg1". Francois de Nes;nond, bishop of

Bayeux, in lieu of interest on the rcrtgaje, 'la terre et Sei^ieurle
52de EeauloiJ. It is situated about half-^ay bet'v.oen Bordeau:c and

Saintes in the vnrish of Saint-I-lsant du Gua, just a few wiles inland 

from the Gironde estuary. This G,rrIairiS how it was that Louis-/>;:• ah 1 o 

carne to ba described in his v/ill. of 1757, as, 'Seigneur de Boau.lon^. 

As if further proof of id-entity were-needed, tho • description given of 

the Bigot armes in the ^^deg_H'i:rtoriquo£ ..., 'd'aau:,- an clievrr>n d f o: 

trois etoiles en chef,- grenade d'or en pointe\ corresponds exactly

v/ith tl;e description of Francois Bigot's ar»vi?s given in E-Z Masr-jlcott'.

^ arid R. Roy, ^r^u'^aJ^d^J^^
C.A

Francois' o lei or brother, -Joseph, born in 1699, conformec?. to

50. F^ul Butel, !iS£>_J?c',;;o^j^ e ?, Les J^l^g_a\i 
XVI II .silcLi, Autior, Paris . Iy7'1> PP^3?3-: 3 ;^ f7 " ""

51. A.-?,, col, E>?, Bonnier F. Bigot, piece 10. See also bolo^. p. 65,
footnote 67. 

52 . EJ^desJ^isJ^cj^o^^ sur
eJ , Jonzao, '

LM4, p. 91. .
53. Montreal, 1915, P«' 68.
54. Archives .03p-.«rtrnontal le::; 6 f*. la Charaivfco" I.-aritinio, I'e-cisti-e

p/'.roisnial de T?int Dixant de Co.iac, burial note, 22 June, 1760.



family Iradition, honoring a Conp-j! l-1 £r_ r-iL • i"^lJjHtlf:;lk.3^.^^r™-^~' 

Prior to U.o birth of his firut child,. i>::-ie Arne Francois Louis, 

baptised en the 6 December, 17)2 in the church of Caint Arid re* de
C.C.

Bordeaux, he was married within the £obe to Prcxncui^e Barret, 

Lorn in ]7r/;-:V) the d;.u^hter of Francoi;; t»rret'.. In 17781 her

brother wa indent if ied as the J^ffJ.^' ^ri J^L^-.lh-LJ^filHhi' A.ltbou~i;

S7J.>^-rh v;ork^d at b.is tjr of fission for twelve y^ars,"' Drerju^ably until

hiG.:fc,.t;-?r rs c«;j'. t:h, it 'appears that hie j-ocif-.l preUm^iorii.: ^ould not 

permit hia further to Jvoil his hf:nda with le^al briefs after he h-:.d 

come zhito his patriu;ony. Re.'^arding his inheritance, his fatlier's 

v/ill, UDicr lunateiy, only sta.terj that the r-^rri^^ contract be tv/^en 

Joseph avd Frencoise ^et out that which ^as due to thei.i and tiiis 

co^trrict has not bee/? fo,,;^d. It can be said with confidence, h- v ever ? 

that a large part of the family forlur.e, including Beaulon, went to 

then because the eldest broth-'i-r was referred to as the f-'^i^^^ '-!§.

.-•-•aiilon in 1755? a^d.his mother's will named him, hiotre heritier
c:'9 

g-; rie ra 1 e t u n j.ve r.< • e 1'.

That Francois l<^n^d his brother as .much as 23,390 3:ivres over

60the year? is entirely probable; but that the motive v^as rep^eso^.ted

55• Arch. Depta Gii'crjde^ bapti";:;al note, 1752. It is as.swned that 
Kariic-Anne must have been his first child fdnce his wife, in 
1752, ^s i:o..rr:ore than fifteen years o3d,

56. Arch, Charente "h^rioime, S^.int Di^.;-nt, burial note, 4 November 1786.
57. Fregault, :.^-^ i*65«
f;6« Arch. Ch'irente---.'aritiiue; legal fiction undertaken by BrUrot against, 

one Capdorean to reouire fulfil r.:r.r.t of contract, B- 809« -JV 127 J/ay, 1T55 9 P.-23. : - J
59. Louis-^able, although allocatir-g- his r.-roperty ^.r>:c.ng his Iwirs, 

reserve the enjoyment of all his property to his wife during 
her lifetime, Jfrne. Bigot had, in 1766, as v?ell as her G>V?I 
7irop^rty, the household effects and silverware to distribute'

60. AC/ B 131? Pra^Iin. t.o. T>:orville ? 24 Arril I fj68,p«^3o. Jcs-.e
had been .condemned by the court to poy this t^j;' to the Eeoue 
and Morville was soliciting a couple to reirnbirse;ii.:r«t for his 
relative.



ao the alleviation of chjll penury, i« derisory. It nay .well havo

61 
been that Joseph in the 1760 ? s v;aa ho.rcl pressed by his 'creditors,

but ratU-r than poxrerty, this was the result of his -wr-r^'bl iious

acquisition of property. Kot content with two houses on the J.|_ye__du

62kcuL>, and his manor house at Heaulon, .Joseph was determined to

acquire in »755> a tov;n houne in Fons. 'Uris he arr^na<Ml v'ith a 

loan from Francois. Orlcii:al]y r»vckci>£d at 12,000 l^H^JL' it h/ "d

reached the KI.VI of 17,000 J.'Jtre:^ by the tin-f.1 the trv^nyactjon };<*"' !:con

completed 4 Ttie lean v,'ai5 not a P;J f t. Not only "-as it to bo r«? ]*•&-•'*»

6^ 
but it %os to "be paid lack with interest. y Gradis arran^ed security

•for Francois in. the- form of certificate on tho rent of 'Uif? 5-: mail

66 houre adjoining the large one on the JiHf^du_Lou-L?. "

After Francois *^-z sent into ex.Ue in Switzerland 5 Jcr.eph 

appropriated for himself the farm which Francois i& EM.. Id to :u,\-_- 

inherited from his father, on condition, 'ti'on laisser la joui stance 

a sa riere et de payer une pension via^c-re a ea MC^ur rcli^icuwe,

ir,T v, '' '•:•*',*-*?* Ci'f T-^f'J . ,- . .. .., -. . ( .- - l.tu.*-. .*. ^' -' •-1- ' ' •'• ' m- 4

' 15 June, 17^6 5 p.K>.
62. Gradis Corres=pondence, 'Oopybook /an^rioue,. Gradi« H-o

?ra;:coJs Bigot, 12 June, 1755? ^- 37* The smaller house 
adjoining the larger ^as rented out,

63. Gradis Correspondence, CopyT/cok .fo'icrlciAO, Gradis to
Francois Bigot, 29 April, 1755, 5 - -17. 

'.'4* Ibid., Gradis to Franco is Bi^ot, 2.| February, 17>6, i- 112a.
65. Ibid., Gradis to Irancois Bigot, 15 Mav, 1755, •'•- 51a.
66. Ibid., Gradis to Francois Bigot, 12 June, 1755, i . 57-
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0>;,'rie~Loui?t:)'. ^ Writ ins to Choisc.ul in 1?64, and Lo Fc-ivlani 

on the 15 June, 3/766., Puy^euJx elr-i^d the land for Francois' 

younger brother, Louis- Joseph, called L;,». Couture, a ;:•"*.'..?„]. Cw.yta 

of a ';nerite personnel genej-a.Ie^ent reconnu 1 , who v/a.-n, 'encore jeune 

et en etat de rendrc des services <uu jRoy et a £^ pa trie. 1 Rr/sioulx 

objected to the older brother's acquisition of tho land act only 

because he had erased to work for a Iiv:r. f7, but because, ' s ' :.i 1 lui.
-»-»

rvK'toit., seroit pl^a pour ^cs ere.anc.ier8 que pour Luy . ' "''" , Bex-tin, 

a. rninitrter and. secret -ar.y of st;;te, on 'the other h'ina, V/.=,K lobbvirg 

on behalf of the older brother, arguing T,h«. t he h-:-d a jar-^e family 

and that it would have been his by normal succession.""" J/L .•». s not 

kr.'.ov.-»/ho, ir the end, got it, .Since his hunal note CjU^lified

67. The land in question is alriiost certainly ihat c-f Cairee, 
spelled alternatively Cayree, or C-^yrels, n^nr Efj/'docUi^ , 
•where line. Bigot often spent a part of the sumn^r* (Grc'-^?Ls 
Correspondenoe, ^rn4rique, 1755^3-758 » 24 February, 1756? to 
J'rancois, i. 3J2a«) In 1755 > because Iv,"nie. Bigot h"d nor 
gone to supervise the ^rape harvest, the wine Kac :i-uined through
inattention. It was GO baa that Gra-dis adv.i^ed Francois.,. » ''Ncus n'avon.0. pas meme oze l<?s uiettre en baril pour la 
der:^nde qui no-is avoit ete fait pour ohez vot:.:;-:., .lu.^'es 
leur qualite. ' Pin'^ieulx described it as consisting of, 
'cueloues arnens de vU'nes e-.t de.terre, que rrds en vente 
n'en c^deroient pas la v^.j.eur de 25 a JO. 000 livrc-rs. 1 
'{AG, B 32, piece 10}* what is sv; rprir.Jng 
about thir: correspondence is that Lc-uis~^-;?,ble 's >'il.l had 
nothing to say on the- subject; but there can be little 
question of its validity cince besides Fo^ysirulx' reference, 
an office menioranduin of th<=. 11 S-..2p-!i-r.iber, ^?66, repeated 
the sa:T;e i;'foriiiation, differing or:ly in so far as it implied 
that the far;;. v:as held at that tij^e, not "by Joe.eph de Bigot 
but by the crown, since it vras, 'r^ans le cas d'etre vcnc.u 
au p- -off it du Roy. 1 (Bi^ot Dorrnei , pic-.= ce 9.) .No doubt, 
the pension accounts for some of the money Gio-.dis f;ave to 
Mine. Big'0 1 on her son's account, 600 livres prior to 24 
February, 175^ (Gradis Correspondence, Ari-eriq-ue, i. Ilia) 
1,100 Jj^re£ prior to the 24 Febru^y, 1758 (GratUe Corres- • 
pcndence, /-n^-rioue, :. 2.j^a) anc. 1,002 iivre;:- 5 sols prior 
to the 6 July, 1758. (Gradis Corresporidence7*Aj;^'.'riqire,

68. AC, E 32, Bigo^; Boc-Gier, piece 11, July 1766,



66.

Joseph MS, . 'Seigneur de Eer.ulon et d'autres lieux 1 , it may be that 

it Ten-dined in hir. .hands.

Both Jo^r-h «nd his wife were buri-nl at jBesulon. He. ras

interred on the T-2 June, 1780 and hir. v.ife followed him six years

69lc: ;-.;;• r, on the /; T'oveniber, 1706.

Although Bc-rtiii as^vrt^vi that Joseph b?-d a jsr/^o • family, tho 

only baptismal records located ore those of vwo df.'u&hters. His 

'^cond (launch i-er, i-.U-i,ri*-, >,'a.3 i^;pti.J-.«u in tho. :-.-arje church o;S tier 

older sj-tvtar, on Lho 15 January, 1754-'' C That the elder daughter 

lived to r^l.uritv is confirmed by Kar^uerite i^ii-.bard. '-.e Bigot's 

>vill, £iiice nhe-; ]eft to her a pension of £,-/£> ^jj-^j?..- Since it ^ee^s 

unlikely the would favour r-ine ^rand-daughter and not the other, the 

seccpo girl [,.;..;>• have d^ed in infancy. If this is ir^'i-ed tl'e case, 

then it vvould bo to Marie Anne that Gran IB referred on the 2^ j'ferrnx-o.r-v, 

1758? v:hen ho inferred i'l-unccis, following his instructions, that 

oCO .li.vre^ had been ^i/ven to Kelle, Bigot, 'votre niece', J Probably 

I'rancols <:l;>r- gave 2,000 ^.ivrps^ to this niece in 1759» since it c«e;.:S

unlikely that he would have given puch a ].ar fc;e sum to so young a £.irl

72as his sister's dav^ht; r s Elizabeth, who s.t th.1 . 1 1 ti;.;e VP.S or.-ly fourteen.

Although no birth certificate has been found, Joserh had a son, 

Pierre de Birot de Beaulon, born probably a year after Warie since in 

the tp :ln/r of 1755 ^" c v ^nt to P»or(le/':Ux to be initiated, into th^ 

profession of his father. -^ On the 15 April, 17b5, r;rcd?.s inforn, t d.

69- Arch. Charente l&ritime. Registre, Saint JUirant de Conac.
70. Arch. Boro*,^u"; Rftf-istre, Saint Andre*
71. Gradis Cf^rr»-.-spendence, .A.r-'.rlque, i, 233a,. G^r.ce his youn/ 

brother Y->;.S not njarricd, there can oe no d.ou.bt about the 
identity of the fpthr-r.

72. Grudis Correspondence, A^erique^ 5 March, l'/60, ij« 34a. 
75. It is not likely that J^ierre preceded f-Virie A;jr;e r.ince at

her birth in 17^» M.T-.e, BJgot v;'8G no oiore than fifteen
vearj; old.



67.

Francois that:

TTr.vrj rivons conte a M. Yotre nevou, i.'/ille livms en 
conform! to d«-s intentions de n;adn^e votre mere.

Probably his first time away from hon e . Pierre muc.i; have enjoyed bin 

uncle's ^'KTosity since G.radis wont on to obf-;p.rvc, f II fete la 

belle. 1 Uc-rajilinf Ins oai-oor, Gr^dis explained:

II doit se fa] re recevolr avocat rlans lo- r<oi:< proehain. 
Enr-:vite il snivra le Y-.-rrrav. ... Apres qiv? Ivi"*" votre noveu 
aura snivi ;is 1;,- rrau quelquen teir-r-w, vr/pr; -povirra, s'y 
vous le juger a >-"opoa de "Juy o.ch^ter une charge ao 
coriGpillor au p^rlement ou petit c're CG?T;O d 'avoir CG.LJO 
d'avocat ger^eral ...74

»

J5y the end of the .niont.h -rio,/re had settled into his utudie:', wil.h

P 'Vons rferascn, avocat en no hre ?c;rlement ' , a;id hrj.d ![;:u]e n. rood

ir.v rcssion on Gradis:

Ce gcrcon nou:i paroit tres ranrjc" a present et nous 
^Chimes pcrsuado qu'il se renura dig-iO de morltter 
les bont'-.-o nur; vous aves pen:-: Ifiy .... II n. 
d'E'jprit ot on doit s'attendre de I\^_qi3'il en 
profittera po^r -^orittos von bo-ites. i'5

In addition trj the 1,OCO l;Lv "v;':i C-rv-aVis l^.d. pjovlously rjuppliod wh-ich 

}:^d "bncn t'^cd for th ^ purchase cf 1 un habit noire et du lingo qu'il 

a et4 ohlL'yj de se fa:ire% Gradis hod also ^iven hiu 600 liyres 

froj: Franco j B purse, the initiation foe for an ^.\rac£Jt. , 500 livres 

Tor half a year's hoard and lod^:n.rf, an<'i 3^0 Hvr.oc r/p^rj 

intended to .Ust for the :>amo orn^vtion. Sines tbi:; ras no 

expenditure, Cradio a«oured Francois:

S'il ne so c-oraporte par; cori-^i- il convient nous preruirons 
la liber U; do li.iy faire now ropresentationn et aprons 
I 1 honiv:ur de vous rehdre corny, ts do ra ccndui'e, I;^u>i 
r;e lo..iscon? p^s lo^^qne nous le yoyo;-,;: de • luy retire 
GOUC les : •'.-:'.;:: tout'.; a les obi I.Q? tion^ q.;'il vous a et 
ccnbino il doit trr. vail. lor a en i:\eritter la coritir.'i;» 
•vtion (va'il fio pent lo faire ou'en travai3.1,:ni et 
vivant co«:;-e un honnot hoinnse doit fa ire ..,76

On the 2 J-u;--i Pierre v;ro lo a I'-.ote to Franco: s, presv;v;:'bly |, 0 ihr?
77his u:.c]« for his ;?cnc;.-c;;:i ty ,

7/1, Gradis Dorresrondenco, ^.I'rique, i. 55,
75. f':-.-,'v;J :n Oorrf-rpo^donre, A:::'r.ii;ue, i. /|u.
76.. Orarin florn-ispondence, Aro^riquo, i,. 46,



63.

February of 1756 fox:,,:? Gradis informing Pr-imcois that he had 

rc/:ev:ed Pitxre' s pf-ur-ior, ' of 600 IJA'ros^ fcnd p-:id 1,000 

tb;.>t y-t.r's board fn--.\ lod'^Jvi^. On the boy's p/o-yxso he obb-erveds

• Jl nous p-Aioit ou'il se ran^e tous les .jo^r? 'de plus 
en pJus ot qu'il s'ocupv. beaucoup o. aprendre.

He reonirc^piled tho -isurcri^r.-p of tho of f j c.f- of c

that ;,v:^r. Kt,- plying in tarly June, Pr^r.cois indicated hJ3 approval 

in principle of the purchase but ae h?-7>pened -fr^q neatly, he
VQ̂

Bipot i-.;.oold Kiako th'-' fir.wl d--cisi(>n, 

Bigot appears to h^.ve been a v:or:an of cofiraon p<?nse. 

K jnfcrrvici | !:\-:r.-ccis on tbn ].0 JV^.-rch, 1757 , thr.t ehft had decided 

^e acci-.if.ition of the office vras ES- yet T.r^jriatiare. In her opinion

it was better for Pierro, 'qu'il suivie le Bft.re f-t qu'il 

.quejque terns. |t'"' F^rha.i-c tho old vonvT!. supr^cted that, her" son

oiher anibiticn.r; for ?ier grandson than that he should spend mv;eh Ti 

in tho la?: conrtn. A.t a-ny rste, by the 24 Feb.r..;£.ry, 17 t:>8,. Joseph 

b':d j-ecaliod 1'ierre t^ bis s:ide at For.s ^ith tho oons^qusnoe that 

for the first time in four generations tho heir to the Bigot titles
Q-J

v:as never able to call himself consoiller au rhrlenent. ^

The upshot >vas that fc^e, Bigot and Franjoia 1 ^Oun^er brother, 

Louis-Joseph, decided that Pierre required only 800 J

1,200 l.p-^ps Francois had in i.ended for him. The other 400 lijres 

th^y i? :' reeled tov.ard P'rancois" ncpbev/ and godson, Praucoi.s do 

•Ipyr-ach de P.vrre, to pay his tuition .fees at a school in

the following year, Picrre *T.S still v/ith his .father at Pons and 

he \vas paid hir: maintenance ar

78. Graciis Cr.rrospGndence, Av/ricbe, 1- Ilia.
79. Gradis Correspondence, .Amerique, i. 1/{0«
80. Gradis CorrespondGr.co, AKorique, i. 161.
81. GradiG Correopcndpnce, Av.vjrique, i. 233a.
82. G/adio Correspondence, Aiv/'i-ique, 9' Pt-orua^;?', 1 7 59- 'ii« 13.



iVhat J'ierro did during the next eighteen years in unknc-v.-n. On 

the 51 fcA^-terr, 1778, .however, vhea he r-M;«t have been v.-ll advanced 

Into his fifties, he contracted to marry 5 !4:rif.-.T^ai:no do Blois. 

She *as the daughter oi' the, 'lr*s haut et tics puissant Seifax-ur, 

&'*.ss:Lre. Charles de .Bloic 1 , v.ho was ' seir;:^ur de Rnus.^ilj.ion» a 

et eutre.s lieu,;:, capitainc/ au xe^ir.fint d~ Hai
4-

chevalier de S Louis 1 ; and cf carne Marir. F^r^ciin de

Her TesiJenoe va.s the 'Chateau do Kous t--.il J ion, paro:i rise -de- -«.int 

Oermain de Seuldrc ' at Pon.^. Pirrre v.ais to receive ?0,000 Ii.vr£«.

iia-:-!t:diat<-:ly c. s an advance en his future wife's dov>r;: •f.'hich ^hen
J-V 

paid in full was to sjr.oiint to B0,l<5 tel't-:. 1(-' S2ia# " '

The marriage took place in 1702, 7 and froni it i.spufid three 

cbijtlrfen: Varie M;.£rdaJ.<^ine Joseph, baptis-«;C. en i;;.e 2 Kay, 1783; 

Frc-.ucoice-Chf.rloc~Adela.ids, on the 16 i;-cember, 1784? «- ? 'd. Joseph, 

on the 27 Dfccer.ber, 1766. It i:,ay be that Fi^rre's ad- antageous 

carriage raie^d hir statui;, since in the baptla:i.al rot ice for his 

second daughter he is referred to_for the first time ar; the 7 haut 

et prdf-jsant k'essire', whereas, hi^ son's notice r:an;es hiiri -as tho

% 6^;'tres h£ut Seifiievr', After having taken part in the provincial 

F.sce;::b.ly of February 1789, he died and was burded on .'-the 22 A>:i£U£t 

that year at Bsaulon.

It was hoped "by a genealogical search to find n. living 

descendant in the male line Y/ho rsrjfiht. posc.'ibly have preserved in 

his archives letters of Francois or his immediate fanrUy and 

perhaps even tome portraits. Unfortunately, .v'orin^riR recount t.-d

83. L. de ta I'crinerie, ^.^o_y.(^s_e__d5^r^jnt^
^^I^'^A^ V-

84. Arch, Charenui'-tori i;irao, Series B, 712, p. $.\. Notaire
.l/'jrchais at Gerno^ac,

85. E t^^aLJil^J^"l^^/lJ^...^^.?££7 P« 91 •
86. Arch, Char(-;ntt:-^aritime; Eegistre, Saint Di^ant de Conac.



that Pierre's only male heir, Joseph, *.» officer in tho 21st 

r*£iip*»nt, 'de--chasseurs a clicval 1 -, Wr;.s killed in ^pain during the 

Napoleonic wars. His first daughter -.apr^arf; to h*ve died without 

issue v.hile still young since she wv.r• nr-entioneu by noither the 

Jorjfcc.c local history nor by 'Morinerie. The local history gr'.vo 

the nai'ie of tho second d.au-</h t^r as JVcUicoj.se-Ch^-'.-lottf;.-Adelaide, 

v-h<f r-f^.s AlorJjierie inV'-.r-Oio the order of the first t^o Homes* Tiioy 

j-'.r;re<r: that -she ' uicirried h. Jf.-sjaa do irenond a'Arc, on the .2 F-^y, 

1807- _>.Lh::iond solo B-saulo.M to a M. tanes in 1833 arid Fj^sncoipe 

cied on the 15 Auruct, 18.58, ! la derniere de son nom. '

Of Francois 1 younger ha'othP-r, Louis-Joseph, called hLa n,-.:3 ture', 

the tv^o vital dates of his life are vnknorn. It is kno^n, no^t-'ver, 

that in 1757 his father t,soigv '.f-;d to him a pension of ! ^00 li'v-"^^ f 'r°rri
O 1"/

which he ^es to give Tit l-^^e^L 3 y^>: r to his pis her the nun. ' and
Q Q

that .his fire.l settlement tv; oo.?ited to 10,000 livrc-H?

T^.ccur-Gayet r^.co-i/c.^d Louie-Jof-<-.-pli .----.s i'ir^t ojrii^rin^j th.o 

service of the IVrrir.--: as a r:u.ard on the S J'^^y» 17?5- He also noted

that >.e v;as v>.o J petit-fils'de M. ]>.-rr.b:>rt t ineper teur general de 

la j.v;rine a Lorut^.ujc', Since he ^ent on to ^.uy he v:at., 'frere de 

Jrd/jct de la J'otte, intendant cu Canada 1 , it is o'b'vious that full 

confidence carmot be reposed in his \vork. Bigot de la !<Totte, who 

at that time -.f.*s .llli^Ii^Ilt of Brest, ac^er bi^^^e intv-ndant of Canada 

and v;-as not, r:,p far as can "be told, related to the Borc-oau:: Bigots 

in any wf.y. Since Laccnrr-Gayet indicated that his report ^as bacod 

on Colonies I, .168; it must have p:on;e basis in truth, so it is to he

87. Tf^lf'^ent of Louirc Enable de Bi.rot, r^.de the Jl Au,'-ort., 1737, 
ouened thft 15 October, 1743: Arch. dept. de la Cvirorj^e, 
3E 1 ()344, notairc Dubos.

f^8. Testeu'ont of liar^uFrite Lombard de h-igot, a^ ciied.



71.

that the 'de la Motte 1 v.-uc his ov,n invention. V/hnt then of 

? Certainly Lonin-.Toser-h v^o not desGtrtccd /'ror.i any

Lot tho similarity, re tv.'-ee'". •]>j!,}:-;rt l and 'iKimbsr''! 1 is loo 

'- ri<,.t to infer that this w«:u ~n error of -i-ian^- 

ion. It i« by no rn^ans beyond the realm of possibj iity that i

cife ^randi'^'Cr or r**.;.* cth-r cJ.ur-c relation v:au an G.:^'3.ner c- -&-V5 har 

expjain hoa it vr&fj that two of her thr<:.e sori« should havo

The f:irst definite reference in the official correr-^nvence 

to Loui«-Joseph, in a letter from the 'minister of the: 2i April ? 1744, 

inferring him ,t):at ho had heon afcsipitd. to the ^lijgouj a ship to 

ho lat,!i':ched at Isle Eoyale^ He was to be (.^.rri^c across t-hh- Aila^tic
°<0 91

cn kLi^l-^^S '•"'. On tile 2 ^ '^y* ^754 ^e v;r!S i^--de a T(«v«v.l l:.t'it'.-.r:ant,

and during the Eui-uiier of 1755 ^ e t'-iled in MacnenraTiG.' a fleet v,ii 

captured tr.e English shjp canyin^ Hamilton, the governor of r's 

In a letter to iilir of the 13 S^ptembe/:1 , GrfediP cr:pres^?-d h^s relief 

that it had been decided to re. turn the ship altho-^h hrj did not beliove,

''cue cella eirsreche lefj Err{jL-iis a nous declarer La guerre mis cella
•--'2 

!<>s :/etrs -Sann leur tord vis ft '"vis- to^s les prino^K c?e 1' hoi: reps. ' ' ""

Later that ;-:< -cr, Gratis r^fc^^d to solicit a naval •cor.^nar.rl for him

93v-'bilG he v;r, s in Paris, cut his efforts ?;ere to no av>i.il. On the

90,
^9. G. Laco^r-C.yyet. Ib:,d,, p, . 525,

A.C, B. 79. It is pc-bsible that. Beaxiharnois 1 letter to 
Kourvillo of the 16 Jar-i;??ry, 1723 referred to LcaiiKS-Jocep-h 
atid a brother of Lox'is-Aiaable: 'M. aigot, (a ship captain) 

- m'a dit q'u'il repre.sr-n1.eroit su Cr-n-scil que la place de 
Pilotin qu'il deroandoit. f-rur le hf^ros est pour r-an neveu, * 
AT,!, ?E, 352. It IF not, ho"/over> ?-.. strong -probability because 
tho captain was hnyfd in Fort Louis. lrc was granted his 
request pri.-vided. he i.^-intained J> h« hoy ;-:t his own expanse. 
AJi,3S, 6^, pp. 40 and 123-

91. Ucour-Cayet, Ibid., p. 523.
92. Gradia Corr^r.pcndence., Curcpe, :i . 78.
93. GracVJs Correspondence1 , Europe, ji« loO.
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73,

The i^vr^siGn vhioh ihis creates is, hov/evtr 5 ini!T.edi': Ix-ly softened 

since he added:

si r<;a L,ore a i: - rei^lemont bf soin de qycOG.ue- chose, 
vous me feres plaijiir de luy '

•Although La Couture did a s.-.all tr«do with •Canada, it does not 

appear Uv.it .Francois intervened in any w-jy to fiineldor-ite the conditions 

Writing to Claverie, the we reliant vrj th Y/ho>:i Francois -is alleged to 

have been in co:Abinatior for the &upplyih£ of thr- J-)r..-/3l Stares at 

Ouer-cc, on t),e 10 Arrjl, 1?^>, Gradis avriounceo that ho h.--d *--?nbarl"f:(l 

four ton?: and cno carrtl of red v-jne i'or the ioint account of E if rot
1 f^ ""*

L--. Couture ana his nephev;'s brot}ier-jn~law f K* tie Malronne, ' ft is 

highly unli'-rcly that Gradit; -would j./ri^ore complel^l^ fraudulent 

operations in Cc'^^dcr of v/hich he v/a.s supposed to hr.ve bnen a jiiH.jor 

"hi-nef^CTor; but, if h^ were indeed the 'recir;;u;nt of f.-:pGc:cl favour 3,
j

then how could ho r.<;££ibl^ bel:;eve that .Pranoois' ovn browner vac
A

not similarly favoured? Yet, froTi wh;;;t he v,rote to La Ooulu'e on the 

28 June, 1755* it is ir;o.^ sputa b]e that he believed La Coui.ure'-s 

v;" niil^iS- '-o^ld >iave to co;.rnet,G like other goods, on the open market,

'-'^ <]e Malronne vous aura. car;s doutt^ dite a-'?-.nt son 
depart de Rochefort qr.e nous avjoris fait ct. cr.vions fa ire 
I 1 expedition de vin qu'il nous avoit ordoi;ne de luy 
e.rabarquer T.'cur (>.:.',-;• bee; ce oui a et<^ e>:.ecutt/e. Nous 
a.Mrions bien de plaisir, }f~ , que roxir; et luy puj.esiec 
gaif'mer quelque chose sor cet envoye; ce cue no*'J8 ne 
prevoyons pas prvr la gran.de quantity cu'il si en est

~i /^ '^ • "*charge oetto ar.riee»^-'4- 'i

It ic difficult to sf-ee wh'-,t v/ould prompt Gradis to iwke such an 

observation if he knew it to be spurious. Consequently, serious 

o'oubt is cast upon the testjnony at the trial re yarding- the Clave rie

?.02. C.P.A., 1 G 18, G 8(1),
103. Gradis Correnpondrncr:, ^merique, 5,
104. Gradis Correspondence, Kurc-}>e, i.



Th-; U,Kin»2t;s of 17!?5 could not, hovevtr, br.vo b^ea an unu.it igated 

.disaster because ^ 756 fcr.rnd Gj.^dis cnce a-;a:>n prt: paring, a hhip^ei't en 

.the associates' behalf. This tirr.e Biaot'r: nephev', Ma.l.ronne' r, brotiv.-r-

in-law, de Reynack was to bo included and th* total value way 6,Gi)0

10 SIlZI^J?.' J ^ anything, though, .bu^inesn. t-onditionfl v^ro even wor-^

than in 175^ duo to the high cent of freight and insurance, So on 

the 7 ft^rch, 1756, Gradio v/rote. to ]>'a].ronne to way ho would not ^mba.?K 

the v.-ir,e, spirits, and. other ^erch-r^riise .b-te^d^d fo- Ca-.:^d^ vith:n;.t 

renewed authority from tiv:.:;u""'"'" Although the fc-.^Focijatf-.s dacidfd to ao 

ahead despite the risks* h!alronne's death <,n the 2 I-'ay enc-c- again

] O'7
p].ai:s. " ' G~a and de

Hftvnack pick up the slack, fifty percent each, but ap^rentl:/ 

•was too late to re-edjust Ihe reJationahip ^.nd tht- good'-; were not

Instead, when Gradis heard th^ La Ccyture was destined for tho 

Caribl-ean, hfi wrote, ur/:-;infr that he fenb?^.rk the r Rc--,t-i lie? inte-rjed. 

for Cor:^.Ga to exchange in the Antilles for indigo, coffee and cotton, 

Moreover, Gradis ras so enthusiastic about ihc prosy.-c-'cts that he -ur^d 

I,Ci. CcutuY'e to accept a loan of 30,CGO l^j^re^g. -or the purch^te of 

ir-'Gre fabrics, He ^ac to drav? the capita] on Gradis' bankers and the 

profits -'"ore to be divided equally between them. Gradis was to rj i:k 

his capital ynd La Couture ^a<? to provide the service, including 

t.]:e frei^hta^r i-.i the holds of Ms ma.iesty's shipR; a DX-RO valuable 

contribution^ especially in »var time:

105. Gradis Correspondence, }?iiro,=o, i« ^3 {-«
1C6. Gradis Uovr^spoudc.nrvf-, Fuj'ope, i« I: /14*
.107. L-:-adis Co:-7-f spondeiiCG, /;;,erique, i. '12?n.
108. Gradir; ( 1 orreGpo:)der:c^ 5 ha/ope, 32 May 1736, i«291a.
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il fa adroit que vous i'ixics en ccrte a 'engager 
les a:.iir; que vcur «.<•"-; s c^nr: votre c^Codro d'tn r-.-^-
<:bcxCU:i aU.OlqUf'3 ballots <j.'J:'.K Cb.£~CUe VaiSKeatl OU

•lr...r-tte, i0^ 

uf courts rhir; practice w;s of doubtful legality but La Couture

cet-med to have anticipated no difficult;;. He not only accepted tr,€
110

terr,s but brought «. friend, F. de !>'.*: rvil IP, into the pariu^r^' ip. "

Besidr-s crr-:ovin^ thrir decision to order 6,000 U^J^2 ft-nrth of 

cl<ylh and ^00 y^vr^s of rilvt-.r thread, in addition ir, the co;j^oditien 

they fclivvecly h.-:d on hand, GrwUiP, --s a')^rtii:^ corner?. t, o.'i th*-- 22

.T#i7iUi-:ry, 1757, ^d.yjr^d tb^m to bo? su-e to orav even up to .40,.OOQ. ~^j:^
1 ' 1

w.oroh of exchange in Die Ar.-i/Jllcs if tr^iro price n were i^i.vor.rabie- 

.Whether the ^dventrre v-^s s.^ rT'ofitabluj ^s Gr/tdis had hcped is 'art 

kriovn, since tV^e K'-qu^l to the copy hook for 1757 -^- bv-<?n lost,

>'ev/ better illustjc-tiovis could be found of the eifjhte^nth c;--nti/ry 

toleration of prchibited practices than t/ie f.iJ.rreptitioi^s loading of 

floods by officers on the roynl ships. In his instruction:; rf the 2C 

April, 17s 2 to the Sr. de Coivlej.'euil, v:ho was to ocn.^nnd the H :.lM_s 

on her voyn/:;e to Canada, tlic minister left no doubt 2 bout bis viev-p 

c;n -trafficking officers- The captain was instructed:

Elle (Ka Majesty) lui defend aussi de ne rien charger 
a fret pour 3uy ni de souffrir ot;e les off(ici)ers ou 
autres qrd. sercnt sous ses ordrej-. chargent rier.1 , i'lle 
lui defend pareillernent de fairs ni de souffrir qu'il 
i;oit fait pfir let:d(ites) off ( icijer:-? ou autres aucun 
co;?i(n.^r)ee directs ment ri jndir^ctrr-fon) t * '• '-'^

"^or v&s this ruling by any D.-van-s a recent' :lr-.'-;cvstion.. -f/riting to 

ik- a 1, ^harnois a decide earlier, by coincidence n;-:ning the same officer, 

the minister observed that Crown goods frequently could not be 

loaded because clandestine packages v.ere occupying their space.

109. GiTdis Correspondence, Europe, 15 S«-.vtc.';il>er 1756, 5i, 133.
110. G7>idiK Correspondence, .Europe, 6 October .17!>6, ii» 171*
111. Gradis Correspondence. Suro-oe, ii.- 49- •
112. /'C, 3 75«
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Ke wanted the practice to cease.

J'ay vu av-c poiirx? ou'il .r-*t 
I'cis «ia;-;s les ar.-'iinenb pour I-:* colonies qu'or? a 
^ie ofclijv,' de Jailer a t*>rre des Eff^ts du Roy. Et 
1* Interpretation la plus favorable que j« puis^ don- 
no r a <oet tfljus, C'est de 1'Imputer a la ra',;.Uf;oi:oe 

.dea Officers, ' T -en preuv,ri: qu'a donne le 4"1" de 
o<? t:c;i i>;t.;jnt.RT<r'?.^ejiient Et GO son Exact: tu*3o, we font 
••pr^siij-r.rrr.fiue je r. 'r;.ur&y aucu.u it.-proche a luy f^:i.T« 
sur cet fc.rticle,. :^on plus quo sur F-O-I so. jour O.:;nf3 les 
Kades, perBur^c <-u ? il n f Er':h^rqr^ra .que la quantite 
dc jri;--.T-cho iodises pern;iH.en pour t^.n compte. -*••*- 5

at first glance this 5 m; true t yen appears -to -"he blatenrly 

tory v it liecoMey less absurd v;hon it is €>ploined that 

ar.td i>t];er officials sometain^s received peroii/ssion to ^r.b^rk 

;-.p«cified ouanxitres of £oods on royal ships in place of ballast. 

No doubt de Conteri-suil had re-ceived .si^ch e. periiiiafiion in

lie V--J.G {"is'^n permission in 174^ to losd a hundred weight and a 

of salt for his o-:n account. ^ So ministerial policy toward

trafficV;ir,.r: officers -^as in fact Rinbivaj.ent* Although t>i.ey were not 

ruv,po'Sv:d to c;.7ib/-trk good^: c.-j. I'.oval ^hip:? without permission, t'nerc-; v:as 

.no objection in principle to naval officers carrying on privato trade 

Othervdap, what did. the minister thii^k etc Conteneuil V--RS going to co 

with all his ealt?

Further proof of the minister's willingness to tolerate 

trafficking subordinates is supplied V.y -.rve case of Francois Bigot's 

Cr. the 29 NoT^r.her, 1744 j wh»in li*

ci Isle Ro,yale, Bigot wrote to tho minister infoj^ming him that he had
. V .

embarked SOO quintals of sugar in place of ballast on the Gi:ro?ide 

earlier that rr.onth. He hop-?d the minister would exempt hjia from 

freight charges, not only because the Crr/m could have e>:-r.-ectcd no

113. A?.',3E, 117, 5 November, 1732, p. 3.39, 
114- .'-.G, 3 75? - 8 March.
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return on ball.-st, but alro because h» had acquired tho rju,-.;ar from 

privateering-vfhich had not gone well. T-.vo ships in vmich re was 

the'primary investor h.K;d beeri' taken and this was the«.><:jy commodity 

he had obtained from his activities. He exceed hin participation 

in this ciiterprise' on the grounds th.it if-he vere •umvillir.g to set 

the o^-ar.-ple hy Tis}:-',}- hio ovm money-, no one else v:rvj.ld outfit
115 rr- --.,_. - I*6core-tires. Ino rr.in.lster gran tea n.s;; his .n-quest.

Other official;.; were also pern it tod-to <-:i:b-nrk private good.-: vn 
royal shipn, provided thf-\>~ paid the /^-ing .freight rate, and. ob^-ioui-^y 
JjriU^idfirrts v^ere permitted to prant porniissio-in for Kl.!ip;:ients 

originating in th*-) color;ies --s the case of the £npi^-:-j£Vr t-l;-l£~:?f^i?i r '> 
Du Vivier's fish oil illustrates. In 1736, -Dti Vivier complained to 
the minister th.-i t of sevenLy-thr^-e barrels .of fi?h nil Fhich he had 
freighted on the naval .ship, the Kulbis, ei^.ht h.-.J been broken owir^T 
to bad packing. Par from trying to hide tho f^ct that he had obtained 
the oil, obviously through ccrnir'.crc.^, and that it xvas transported on 
a royal ship, the captain did not sc.-.uple to request that he be

T "I 7exempted from paying freight on the eight broken barrels,^ '' His
118 request was granted.

In fact, the nirnr.-ter had little choice but to tolerate moon­ 

lighting because both administrative arid naval officials v.^re 

seriously underpaid. A theme which recv.rs ar;-:n and ngain in the 

trial literature, it was understood that officials would rjupvvlen.^nt 

tlieir incomes through a modest volurr:e of trade. It nu^t have been 

to this that r^a:;harr.o:;s rss referring vrh^n he complained on the 

22 June, 1732, to the i-.inister that he could no longer find any 

aTW; urje r swilli ng to undertake the king's service because they:

115. A/J, Cll B 26.
116. AC, B K2, 18 January 1745, p
137. ALv-3, 1^4, 1? April 1736, p. 295»
118. AfS^K, ir-/ t 15 May --.7^, p.
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fje plai/:nent do la incdicite co cette pnyc ft de 
qa'on :ie la pout au^vnoh'er a proportion cie l^ur 
-JSierii.e ajnc,./ qr.i'il se pratique p.our les oiiiciers,^ 
inariniern et watelots au d'esarrr-enent des v(ai;3£-:r£n.i^

Tho coritTa.dicti.onG of this policy appear not only to have sapped 

tho v;i.ll of port officials to prevent officers from taking- their c?rn

roo a s aboard shir; with them, but alno to liave cCT:ipror;.ise4 th'-j 

c^ptalriG v;hose job it ^c.5>, in cor^u^ctif/n sy:i t.h i,}\e &?j^<iwr?^ to 

account foi- all ^ods lurried on bo<ird ihr ir shir^. If a captaiii 

•-•as grv* n p^miKaion to e:i^:.ark a tvpecified quantity of ^ocOc on hi« 

c>,7i ri.ccouiit, what a i^;:;ptation it would liave I^cn to load r-oro than. 

he v.-as permitted end lo iV?.lsify the records. Nor did the ca.rjtainB 

even n^ed that exeuj-50 ;-;inice t }?•=?;/ viore ro;Si< -risible for ^rovirin Kg the 

provisions for their o%n tabio. Naturally, it was expected L.h«.t t/:ey 

v.'culd T.vroi'it from this, but v?ho vas to check to sec that the capta:<n 

had net loaded fi few bales of nie re ha ndi.se aionr: witli hia foodstuffs? 

Under condition*--, v.}:Gi'e everyone v;as convinced that official pay 

xas ir-.r-.r-equate, a .captain v/as unlikely to take a bard line against 

the officers -"ith v-hora ho liad to share the smr:e table for many creeks 

while at st-a. If they *rere themselves comnroaisedj their will to 

ant-aconite fellow officers would be ccramenrr,rately v/eakened and 

OT'portui':- tier, for /;iaft -.'ere a l^ion. In the- case -o r the Prof end., 

for example, altlicurh the.ro is no direct evidence implicating1 the 

captain, it is difficult to believe he could have bee.i ignorant of 

s falsification of the accounts aif.ounting to about half t)se . value 

of freight of o private ehipirent of ^oods. Ifj a letter of the 34 

June, 1733 » "the minister informed Beauharnois that a comparison of 

his firu7>:s with those rent from the colony from which the voya£s

119. Atf,:'.?, 361, p. 161.
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had ori£inaU--d, indicated that twice as rcuch suror and Indigo as 

Vila declared had. been p.hjpp-d. Pe was to see to it that the rent 

of the freight duo v.as co] lect^d.

The inadequacy of official salaries admitted of a multitude of 

sins for in the easy atmosphere of the i-erviee, colonial 

;%Jroinis1.Twtorj chrc'dcallv overran their -Drer'cribed ouota for
*• <-

pf-rscng] freight, apparently v,ith the connivance of port officials 

arid naval officers.. To cite only, one of a number or" Ic-tU-r:; on 

the f-i-.bject, the ciinirt^r ir)i'<.rovvd ile^^harroif? on the 22 April, 

1740, that:

Tl rn'esooit dejn, revenu que les Ccrresponuaiis des 
Gc 1J\erneurs, Int^nds.ni-, et crd(ori!mt)ex;r3 des Golonier 
charges de I 1 envoy de leuTG ;--rovlh :..<•; v tr-; excGacinnt lo 
fret acc;ordo, Tcur eiapescher c<-:t aou^ BIT l*.-s V(, a^s- 
^eau)x de CV.rada et ri,:; I 1 Isle Hoy-ill, j'ecris a M'1'"
dc L:;, £.v-_vz-a\o et de S'J sureu de r:e r^cevo-.ir a bora dox T!-"- 
ces V" Oo la Tv;rt des Cnrrsspondars de M" " do P-eau-•*- ••-* ^j. ^

harnois et hocquart, de K* "° de forant r;t Eigot, et des
autres a qui jl a este accorde du fret, que la qu.-mtite 
de t que',-)' ay fix^e et dont vous leur rcn.eti^s I'^tat: 
J'ecriray au,ssy on Canada et a I'l^le Roy^lle Sur le 
ir;es:r*e sujet; F;-.V Ki cepOT.dr^nt ;jl vnuo rer^r.oit qu.e ley 
crdres qi;e je dr^int-r^y nc fiissent y-; s ^>:(6cr;.t)cs, 
vous auren a.^ieable de };/'*-;n f'.r.forivar, ^j'in que j 'y 
pu/.sjio pourvo : r ef f ieac:«r:i:;'';n t. -^'9 ^

It v;as not until I/.-rryer raised the salaries of the V/tst Indian 

odr:,ir;ir-'trators in 1759 that the first f-;y sierra tic efforts vere made 

to attack the root of the problem.

V-rhen J/arif-.-Anne de 1/igot, the elder of Francois- win 

.^.uried Pierre de Rtdgnier, 'ecwyer, Geir;/:ur de I.'arie et de Barret, 

chevalier de I 1 order militaire et royal de rsotre dav^e de Tvlorrt Carn-1, 

p.vicien capitals >-• du reginent de ITonr-andif-: 1 , on the 19 F-xroh, 3.724, Jc"^ 

she T/as hequenthed 5»000 lj,vrs.§.. from her i^other's private fortune- o.;;d

I'lO. AM, IE, 122, p. 421, 
121. AC, B 71.
122. A", AD VII 6, no» i:?0, Ordinance of 23 July, 17^9; cited h- 

Br.-nlle, cp.c?.t, p . 155, .
123. -Arch. loiTrlcipal^K de Bordeaux, u-^-istre, r.?.-ir.t.-Projet, 

narria^e erttry, 0& 626/84.



prosified 10,000 IJvrva frc;;>; the Bigot estate, '* ' Fer ru^K-.nd, the

s ~m of .T*:v,."<- Joseph Ec-.ynier, 'touyer, Soirn»:ur do C^run; i. f Lar^.iO-^-
1 £

et Earre', and Jeanne de 0-res, w«s torn on the 1 December, 3o&9,

The Reyniers wore p.n old family, original!./ from Lorr&Jne, who ha a 

^ff.tf-.'blli-hed themselves in Bordeaux during the reign of Louis Al. 

Ihvre in a r>£.ree of confusion in the spelling of the family name

• S~<"!c?us«> they verr: ^e-i^ntr-urs of botr H<...\niiz.c 8.nd of Revriier. Ir'.oy

•V:F.-VO alro Lr-J.^jeur2 of Barre, Bo^not, ^.noih^r Punnet at Greiiillac, 

f.nd KaLvirade at Sordetiix; «.:; well as heing borons of la Grenade, 

fepbroto-' y and LfJu^ue. It wan not a bad alliance Tor the Bigots 

to have- made.

i'ar.ie Anne's first child, a son, v.ar^ chrintent?.d, P.lervx— Arable 

0:1 the 1 Parch. 1725. Shortly thereafter, he was followed by a 

brother, Loui:--./;c.at)le, on the 5 April, 1726 . Although, it iru^y "be 

o/jnfc to ,gai'G in the records, the next birth did not a.rv<-.->v r.nv'"1 

t.}ie 27 Nrrve.-nber, 1745 ^'hon EUzubeth was haptif-d. Eli^aboth -v;as

followed by one little brother, Francois, vhose uncle, the i^ilv^
"

v;.-'s .also his godfather

i')^e first reference to the Torres in "f>j rot's correspondence 

VF:E a letter of the 16 L!ay, .752 eddrcs^d to IDavid Gredis. .Fierre 

de Barre rnu.et have been asking Frarcoio for r.oney because he observed.

Je vien de l:ire, rcr.i^ieur, une lettre de 7.r de Po.rre 
on: ;::a depeint ron de^astre. Je F on h ̂  :i t tern ?'.<;'. etre en 
etat de .leurs i> '"ocurer quelque necours r.-wis c>;--icuri a 
be so in du niene,

The impression of rank self:! s?mer-s is .so^eTjfiat mitigated by tl.^.e 

following sentence:

324. Testament of Louis-A^.ble de. Bigot, as cited.
12^. Arch. Gironclc; Re.p&tres de Gre-iliac, Cnnton de Branne,

Ser:e : - ^, ^a\.nl. 4736, • CG 5: ciU.ri by Pierre I^ller,
-• *— *^-,.oi-:;,p. 15. 

126. ^rch. Gironde; I^/^stres de dVAr^cvres, Canton do J.-5 bourne 
Sc-ricr: v,_ OTpP-U 4501, GG 5: citnd by :il,i^, p, P?7. *



Vous aures la bonie, je vous prie de fa ire compeer 
a l:'.-«.de de Earre, ir-i Soeur, tro: s cent livros dont je 
vous tiendrai cor-T'te,

127She was to• count it as her nev; year's gift."

Considering the subsequent acts of generosity to his sister flrM 

her children, it is difficult to account for the n-ir^irdliness of 

i,his reply. Is it possible that he ai;;;,pnrovcd of Ins sister's 

husband i:.r:d that this owrcarr.e, in this inst-;ncc, his strong fairo..;/ 

aoyulty? By 1757, at ai?y ' rate ,. Francois appears to have forgot I-:n 

his reasons for rpfusing de Reyri^ok i^oney, since on the 24 February, 

1758, Gradis infenrv/fi. him thab in conformity to his orders ho hid 

driven:

1,300 livres a JO on de Earre, votre beaufrf-re pour 
1'acquit t.«-:r/er:t d'un billet de pa re i lie s-"-; ^* que 
' c * de Kical, coriSeilJ.^ur avoit fait a 
rour luy faire claisir.

To his sister and her children, Francois was ccnsd.stently 

generous. The 1752 gift of 300 livre_s__seems i,o have been part of 

a pattern, sii:ce on the 24 February, 1756, Giadis noted, that he had 

fdven her 600 li^; £e_s__on Francois' behalf, "' In 1757 she received 

another 600 ^^-^>^° in 1758, j.,200 liv^s±151 arid in l?fO, part 

of 7>800 livies v.! :-ich was distributed at.-on^ Francois' brother, 

(v.hich one is not specified), his rephe^v. (probably de B:igot), 

Ifme. de ;rarre a?id Mari'?-J.ov-:6, the r;^ri. ''J ~ .It was at this time also 

that he made 2,000 liv'res available for his niece,""^ should she 

require it. T::.*ire is nothing to indicrvlo. than, 

that thes.c were any but free gifts. Gertaiv^.y,

127. C.P,A., j'/.G 18, G 6(1),
128. Gradis CoTrer;y,on'1.ence, /.i^'rique, i. 2-^a. 

Gradis CoiTespondence, Anierique, :. Ilia.



Louis- Aaable de Bigot's vri.i.l did jicrb rtquire Fr?,n.oo.U; to p«.?i.::io;i his 

tarried sister. Such sn ^nv.n^er^nt would' have br. t n highly 

unorthodox and unm-.cessary considering Juan•> Anne's lar,fre jv^rria^e 

settlement. On the oth^r hand, like his youn^ar brother, Francois 

v-v.s bound to provide froir, hi-- paternal pension cf 900 livros aX " -L l ' ^t-^-j-.-.- -- <*--j

year, 7^: livres to h'o.r:ie-Lnui.se. He v;a;j in f<.ct ir,any • t.in.-es r-ore 

yvv-nerou?^ having given h---;r 120 livres prior J,"C >'€.-bru^i7/ 17!>6 ; '" y

j^° 'LV,*^ - ; -'-^or to the j.0 Murch, 1757, A ';J 200 JJ^^TJL-rl "r Jo th " 

24 Folvjvsry, 1758, ' and whatt-ver ^as he-r share of the previously 

rrier.tioi:-..-} 7,600 livres.

Of thf, first tv/o GC ?-a.r.re boy^, both apv-^ar to hr-v*-j "bep^m their 

professional lives .in the ar^y. It v/^rs prob-ibly for i':.erre A-mciole 

that EifTQv in 1745 solicited the post of :: : •''•••X i }&_J^jf*J$£iij<es Ali.ieu^ 

tiie boy hud already tndur^d a couple cf campaigns,'•which would }-•-..'^e 

ra.de him eighteen v-hen he enlisted, Bigot observed that 'il n'etcit 

pas asse^- richs pour eoutenir la dop^nse qu'il fai^oit, ' Acoorc-Jrsg 

to Ei^'ot ho spwrt the following four y^^rs at P*-^. 'vhen solicitir;/^ , 

}ns advenc-U'Ont in 174^» Ei^,ot app;-:^rn to have anticipated his 

r:lrthday by declaring hinj to h-ve been irenty-fivo.

Pierre Arable must'have been a charging irnn indeed, since both 

Eigot and Gradis appear to have been able to deny him nothing, 

jf^vin^ been hailed ont of the ar^y, Fj.e:,re continue:., to e/.'oorT'irjrice 

. rocney probitira. "

V/ritir,r to !,;• Couture on the 20 December, 1755, Oradis forvardff-d 

1 ' 000 l-.y^g^- that Francejg had a^.thori'jed by a letter of the 10 November,

134. Grad.is Ccr^'^rponderct: , /werique, I/. 3.3 ?a.

Ij6. Gradifr C^rresporidence, Arerique, !•- 2>Ja.
137- AC Cl'JA, 93 .T::Li>->-fc io tlm rd'.- ;.i.ei:":fc' ; 1 vc^.oh*'.r 1749, p, 274-,
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I? l)4, Vi pay off the of:l>t:-3 Re./r-ck hr;d contr^ct^d in Roehefort and 

Bre^t. 1 " 0 ../.pn*irt.-i-tly, ftvon that -an im;i;f f liciont to r: *:ei the young 

rv^n'fi obli hv.t.:on!.s, ^ince in Fa;/ 1756, he had written to his uncle 

rt-questir/r ev^-; more. In the letter Gr^ais wrot.o en ••!;}..« 19 < V^J 

approvirv this covrre of action, the in torKi^nt appears in anything 

but ticrodPe-like rofile:

•Qu;-,nt an surplus der deto-S'de Brest, vous aves 
t'res bio.n f-iD t r3'ecr:iv-e a F, A vot:.x-; oriole rou.r vous 
scJ.lici.tcir -de vour. me tti^e -.t.n otat -de. A^B accjoiiter. 
II •;.-- j;t Ixri. II ••••(yufi ^:n;e ot je c:0:f;ptri q^.. Ml js^en 
do?ifi-:ra les orcreo,

JTo conduced vv iti> an exhortation to Reynack to 'vivrc eKsuitte a

des advising Eeynack to ask Fr-inr-cis for help, he also 

his cwn succor in the form of tiv-ie credits. Jn a loiter 

to Feynack; of the ^0 Nc\c=;;ibe.r, 1755t Grt.dis approved, his plan to 

p-urchase 70G-COO 1lyres worth of Usau-d^e-vie to be sold at half 

interest ?o th the brother-in-lav?. I-I-jlr-cnne, :Jn Cftn^.da and authorized 

hi;:i to drav: the entire win\ on his banker a. ]\/ L\aych 1756, La 

Couture hc:d become associated with the adventure of v.-hich the 

cubr.'equHnt details have been related.

After a f virnrrer of boring reconnaisance duty and. convoying 

; .erch^nt ships to a din lance of thirty miles from-the const,'1" 

de. Roynack had the cdsfortu.ne in September to fall can^-rously ill, 

piV-e suspected cause r.z.s metallic poisoning (ver ne /-;r:u?) fror;T a 

chicken he had eaten. F^-ur months later he v-ag still suffr-rinc- from 

attacks of fever three to four days in the week. In a letter to 

Bi,o;ot, Gradis oy^-erv^d. .that it had been fortunate for R^ynack that

33,3. Gradis Correspondence, I^rope, 'i* l60*
1.3-9. G:radis Cor.ri?arr.ndt-nce, Europe, i, 10.
'J.--0. Gradia Corresror^^^oo,. Europe, i.» l r'0:?»
3.01. See above, p.p. 73-75.
14--'. Gradiw Cur.; espcndence, Europe, a :i. 48 fc.r;3 67,



he h:,.d U;or, disci-barked in^edi^oly ^t Royr,n and ^.Ivon ;;tumtive 

Ji.i-sing car*?, 'because even in iv,>..rch MB pro'5j:»-vct.s for a fu.il 

recovery *.*.-re rot £oed. Gradis w«n very upset by th»- turn of 

events t-ince he observed, 'G'est un garoun de nrtrite, remply de

<j present for r^;-^o.

in is f:-:-:t realty, Keynack waB deurrmir-vd thai, he wo^in 

continue to nerve in the Marine and tVanis offered to lobby J)es 

Gouttes ar.cl 1^ ToucV'e to l>s,k*? him onto their ships. lie. also va:; 

informed th£.t Bastsrot h:-;d. offered to ^.p--a': on his behalf to 

Gabriont Tc.che«^. /1 ' i' Gradis also wrote lo la Riviere on the 1.0 

February, 1757 » in the hop*-} that he *ouid procure ft promo tj on f*:;r 

the you Jig man :

Tons n' ignores pas co^bien ,je sirl r; fittc.cV.-r' a 
M. Bigot Int' du Canada. II y a L'. tkvnric;-. son ne'-rue .t- r v "Ens" de V"* do dearteuient d.e Roc;/.ff<>rt. Vouori^s-
vous liay rendre K^rvice et cioy aus:;i? (•<?.• seroit oe 
trava;i Her pourqu'il ne fut pa:; o'ubi-io a la r, "" "" pro­ 
motion. II est un des anoiens, et tres ^u]«;t:j, II .OVi^-
est ma lade dep;is 1^ mois de 7 c'6 0\-ii J 'a enipeche
-deruis CG ter-u. de der::anc.er a servir. II etois ^itibar- 
que uJ.ns la f re gats 1'heriaoine d ! ou il dc barque ayanc 
cr^ a toute extr^ir;:! t'-:. J^ye de ,n.-i r^connol£-"-'ince ci 
vous pcaves fa ire quelqiJe choHc p^ur cot ^nis.^'O 8

l^ot only d:"ci J-3, Kiviere take up Ilrynack's car;-e:

On rre jr.snde de Verrjni lies, I'.'-smic. q^it j'avois
•cnorge oe nclliciter noire affaire qu'il iroit ce :;if-'!uo 
jour dans le Bureau des offioiers et qi;e ,je pouvoi s 
ccmpte?- qn'il ne r^-gl:lm-.ra rien T)our vous IP i'aire 
obtenir quant il en s-3iv:< 4:e,uc,-*-^6

hut the .results v:ere alnost ' inLTif:diate, sinco on the 30 /prjl, 1757, 

Gradis was able to ecrigratulpte Reynack upon his p-orsotion to.
1/:^

Lieutenant. "f ' Obviously, it v:ss an ^dvarta.ge to havt; influent.:-:! 

friends.

1/13, Gradis Correspondence , Ainerique, 10 I'Arch, '17^'f, 1, 165.
1/4. Gr.'.-ciis Cc'Tespondencr, Euroro, "27 Koveir.^n--* 17 5?6, ii, ?Qp,
145- (;r< :.dis Ccrres. -onrjence, Kr-rope, 17^7, 4-ii.c.

. eGpondc-Tic^-, ?,v.-rO vc, 1757. 5 ] terch, :i±''.*^2. 
Cra^is CorrfetponrJenrx-, Surope, 1>57, -711.17^'*



rv-r-hr.-.pa in aaticiT<'-tion of thif? i>:rca<o;:ion. or naybr: J^t beo&ufj 

del ouf hrd worn out , Gir-ditf en the 8 .^.juuxry-, 1757 » ^r^ed with

.cl: ihr..t ho could not *-oid the purch^o of r, •<^' uniform. Chice 

n it >.£*•; ui-jcle I^a-nccis who was to j>^ the bill.

£r,r3v<:s ^ -ca n-ot a I-Lv,vtr<; onclc*' II f ei a Fur
j.c^.*.- chore v..=0tt.r vor.3« II a If- ooeur "bon f:t. 11 a

-.. IT:.- JL-:., -- /-: 

er Eeytii.ck wci3ld L-rve- found it' dif " jjcul t to nitet the ejr.p^ndi
1/3-9of Lie o-.-.vi v.-.-rj'ee; it c^ie ^o /iOO IVT;;;^.

3y July-, r'^v :;:,,.' >a;T d/iC-e ?^air in good }it-£?. Jch a.nc? -employed on

. the v;

to h:.ru 1 5 2CG l_lvr^;_ from ivis uncle., ^ On the 19
i i- p 

i. --ift :'tijl ^rr.ployed on the Ji^jvto-ies^ ji.t Roch'i'ort ."'' '

Although appr.rontly tlu 1. »;-ost favoured of t'u^ de B: rre cbildr^:-., of 

rit-.r.v* f s youns^r "brother Lo'uJs A'^cble prr.<;ticaljy 

that -.«-; was ?.-,tt^i:diiJg the in

d.-' s forvxardwd a pav^nt iTom the boy »^ father of TOO i±J^jJ* Ficrre"
l r. -< 

Arable in Rocliefort received 600 lij'T^ ?..t the jjame tiii; e« J'-'"'

Pierre Arable v,-.:.:? 5;.-;t the ---.oly d^ Barr- 1 to receive fi/^ncial
1 r/

help frcni Ms uncle. As r,lre?idy r.-sotud, ^ ' his ^x.'-dson, J/ranqoiB de

Roynack, d.^ccrihed "by Gradis on the 24 Februar5r , 1?5S? «^> *un j^i-vae 

ho:/-.e d ! u;ie fort ^olie fi^^re, rc:^ply d 'esprit y quo! qu-il n*ait 

ou'cn-e fjris-1 , received ^CO ]-ivre£ for his tuition in a '?ord«lais school 

.It i-f,8 JlTie, lli-r/'"-' *E intention to enrol .him in the I"",rir-c. fTrarlis

T/:8. Gradis Corref-po5iden.ee, l^rrcpe, ii.
149. Gr-dis Corre;;r.onc>e;Lce, l'>arope,. 25 i: fcy, iii,
150. Gratis Corref,-pojjc5ence, Europe, ?3 July, iii. 3<^o.
Ol. Grp.dis- Corret-rorj,d^ric-e, Arnrrnoue, 24 r'^hriio-y 1750, f.,:
152* arc.dic Corver.pondeace, Av ;eriqiie, 'i. 283
1^3, Cra<V.ir. Corrc^rojidc.ac^, Copybook, Farope, Grr-dis to K^-

	22 January 1757,. i. 
1 [;./. Soe ahcv-3, p, 68.



Ihr t if J^rar^ois v.^r? to use his infJyirnr;G with the 

r.i br^ a£~ ... ij ne vou.s refuse rod t pas -d'tmtant qu'on <,n

4. -a recu et .qu'on en revolt ,ioi;rnel lenient oui n'ont quo or:t a^:e, 

Francois' older sister, Eli^ib^th de ferre, <.-..] so knov; the

p i nee c;i the 24 Fcbr

f>nt IK it d«n liberalises de votre bourc*i en habill^ntCa ,'i-T5. " Votre niece de T^o'-ro e !• -qn'or: ni';-. -c^'cornie do
or. Je lx:y f&:H, c-ni". ent nue voos 

4 r. eel la i

On tho 19 November, 178:; she narried Kathieu Dur^nd de jvauj^c, who

burled on the 31 Sf-pleir.fj^r, 1765 (sic). She vr«s rf:~^;:irrietl 

f.« 4 January, 179^ to an Arinaj\d Liirrror,, garde du corp-s nu Koi 

There IK a. T'Voblem -about the; cec=,th of K'i'-rrrc do harre, 'F'r 

trothf.r-ir.-law, since teller gave his burial &s the 2 Seplejnber. l?62 f 

whereas ?.'i;ie. Bigot's rill, >rJtten en the 5 An/rust, 1765 r^ads ae if 

he >vere nti.ll alivo:

je ... j:o.rr.ir.G- ... poMr rjotre heritier g-onoral , et 
ur-iversel, Le dit Joseph de b:S/:pt notre fils aine, 
a la Chaige par lny de payer ;.r hoa^ieur de >.vrre, 
La :~o:.;)'e de ^pt Millc; Livres, pour reste de celle 
de .Dix ;vli.j.lo livres qni lv/y cst . ?>.;es pour Suple-aen 
do droits paterrels, et maternels, de la ditte 
cirine de bigot Son epouse. 1^- X,.

His wife, Iferie ^nne de Bigot, w,-.if? buried in the church of . Totre 

:h;.r:e r-c 3 a Coinr^r.dv.rie d f ArYTyrss, de Libourne, on th^ 20 

1789.

Of the Lombard cousins the Gradis corres^Oiideriai is utterly silent 

Krar.cois was ready to ti».ploy his influence on t.h-rir behalf, is 

by a letter he vrote *tcr the minister fro;r. uans.da on the

1'3';-. Grodis CGrr^ryoridp-ce, Ainerique, 5.-. 2
^ , 5. . Ilia.

157. -f.v-.31er, op. ',-,-. -h.p, 22H.
. Arch. Giroride, $?, 1'5157, notaire i;oi:ar;.
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1 October, 1749. Having identified a cousin as tno so.?i of hii 

Mother's brother, a •c^f.^\.ilj-'">.r_.cni ;r-cn_ in the ^J^t:i:^i^ 1^...^^-

he obp.orvod t.hr'.t:

i.: 1 le comtfi de Jftrurey^s m'^cooide rovir l^y, il y a 
trois an." ou environ, un bjivet d'ecrivn.in- .jc 
rrreiY'rai ce r^rti. ^ . une l<-'ttre do £erde -3e In Marine 
cojr-ptaiit fur les bont.t'o de ce mi^iotre el. quM- lui 
feralt 1Y.ire vite son cheniin dan^ co corps.

Observing-that he ¥/as 'u; 1 /jeune hoT'-.o oui a dn I'esprit, 1 Pigot 

•'solicited- for hin the rar'ik of - r-rjvair' - :-'.' rxr.J i;.0,!. ''^

This then v.-as tbe Bi^ot i'a^.ily, cind it i^ cl^^.r rhat Franco in 

vi;s "faitiiful to }:is father's, dyin^ v-ish, v/ho'in his rill v.rote:

^e l^s exV-orte, (his chiDdrt-n) ^us::i ci. 'entir t^nir 
<r;ntre eux ur;.( ? union et une oirritie qui rcporioent a. 
1.'education et a.ux exar.'ipiep qv-< i:^ (,. chert fV;::<Ye el 
r::oy avons tr cho de IP.-UP dcnrier.

Not only d^ci. }^.e provide the funds for ihrec n^:>he^b' r due;- tion,. 

but he v,-as liberal with hi.9 sisters ^-rid prepared to aid hi^ ol'ier 

brother in the enl^r.^oi^ent of the family estates. Furthorr.'ore, 

Cr^dis' letters to negibers of the Bi^ot fHi;:i]y are Kt'.j.daed with

references to letters he i:s forward:'ne for tV:c-:m to Jvft rK.f,-: g an(j' •••' - j

yij^a ver::a. Therefore, one iT.-unt asnui^o that he vr.?, indeed over­ 

whelmed with xork in May 173^ when in response to de I' i:? ve' s apy>^a.l 

for financial resistance, FTanco? s sent his sister 3GO "Jivrer and. 

observed, IJV* n'yi x;^5.' '.!.t. ter;^pn de luy o.n ecrire. Ce srrt sea

,ir: o
etr-ernec. '

What v.-as his relationship vdth his father? Tim cownent in. his 

'/:-oire of 1763, if not purely rhetorical, irdght indioai*-: that 

Louis-Amable was not only sober, hor.e;-t ^nd well-r-r-od but also rRfb 

d:st;;.Tit, after the fashion of dili^-fiit -ivrisrrudec:

isy. AH, C11A, 93, rv« ^75, 276.
160. G.PIA. !-:fi 18 G 8(1), to G;padi«, 6 M-v,



1-Jeve dans 1'ecole de la vertu par 3es le
et ley t;:<:mp]e.? d'un p-re, plus recor:<;:;en<iaMe encore 
par 1. 'int^-rile et 1'o^tfcte de nee Kiwm-, n--^ Par 
1'e -!or,aue de ?-,e--: lu^ier^ et la profoedeur Je ses

Lo-uie~^;;able acquired Beauion out of fanily -loyalty r.aems, 

curiotifi.1.,-, to U; •• confirmed' by his wish that he be Varied with hirs 

mother ai-d fr'tl'er in the family peiTuchro ;in Bord^cux. His loy.-ilties 

1-y #.it]i the T)'-;st; to hir isonrj t;-o future of ]Unded dignity.

Certainly., h^ wa.s pjr-us. "i^ v/ill left 100 UVTV^ to the 

w.r./c:^ rtithers, another. J 00 li}-'£g.^. t.o .tho RecoJLl^ctff, so that tv,o 

r:i;vkdr--(i rec-iiie^! r.;aeser, rr.irhfc b-i said for his soul, and "1.00 .'iyj:?;^ 

for repajr^ to the church of Saint Sif.-aijt* Nor was ho xir.iijjnuiul of 

the poor ard. sick, le^.virj^ l r;-C I'ivrer^ ic-r the poor of the ps 

30 ^livrep for the usendic^nts at his i"v.n.---r«-.l, ICO liXI££. ^ or
.*

general hospital, :,nd 4,700 Jivrr^s to a ^roup who intended to build 

a hcrr.o for the poor. f.rA chronically ill. Indeed, it .v.-ould be 

.-r'^rprisin/7 if the B1/^ot f^nij ly had not been i-nh^ed v;ith J?inr.enist 

etnics, at that tiu.e so prevalent in le/^1 c,nd commercial circles.

feio. Bir;ot appears' t^ have shared her huebr.ncl 's strength of 

character, since his v/ill clearly showed he expected her to continue 

o-s the conceive force in the family after his death,

J'exhorte ines d v enfsn.i; d'honorer et re:::peoter 
leur ^sre, c^-ir^-? ils y sont obla^'s, et de ne perdre 
jer.;yis de vue lies e^c.mpler, de vertu et de ch--rite 
cu'elle le*;.rs a crimes toute c;a vie.

As already noted, he credited her with the good sense to .make a wine 

dictrihuticn of the family fjoeds end so «];'t] not take it \ipon himself 

to allocate everything.

In feet the CU-acJ :l « correspondence shovrt; thet l.^c. Bigot not only

i, 3,
.162. fee above, p. t>3 5 itr,t
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ut th" resect of hur children, tut tha !-, sh^ WOG consulted and i

.l decision: on the di.sLribution of ;;..oi. t :,/ and the development o.i'

. Although in .1740, France :i.R ar ticuJf:te<! a rather nig

ic:\;a-d the rest of the IV roily, to his i:;othor he vco^ld refuse 

''° J At a .time v;}-w. toi-lls vas urrir^; the acquisition of tho

of for her ^ndser:, i-'rar.coif! di

tr--..t he rshotfld be rul^d by hi- )i"ot;^r ' i; cpir-ion ynd nhe vetoed

,thc ti-ir,e b^JM^.'"'"1 l-airlhsrr^or^, :Ln .'iV^'?,, in

^.on junction v?it]i i. son, she coi;;|n>nc lion jn u

P:\trre dc Bigot oi' a third of jiis p-r;sien .In i>.vour of another grand­ 

son, Francois c.e ?-irre . J"'"v She v; .--;?: a <.:rcd buPinesB-v/oniir; ^;rd uj-njally

oversf.:v; the ru;i:iir;g r.f tho- j>iir,ily far;;:. V.'htr,. sickness prfrvente.d her
l6-!<- 

fro:a directi:.if; t:v? ryrvert, the v;ine ras ruinsd. Coi;? ^quentiy , it

is not fciJ.v: 'rip. ing th?,t Fvynooic v;ould entrust her v/ith po^-er to act 

attorney for him in the requisition of land:

rHi- votre If-.ttre du p" ocxobr'j; VOUF nous rn 
avoir orjvoye votra proc; r» t ion a TV!" votre li.erp^ pour
vou3 faire 1'acha.t de 1^ terro d 

Although it h-:id hsen decided not to !•::?:> ke .that purcha.se, Gr^dis assured 

T;i^ot he v;ould advance any r.n-ount of rrom:y required .upon his r.iother's

ould another propfrty 1-e chosen. 

She v.Tis indeed a force to be recironed wir,h cir:d despite

order

illnesses rn the last, th-.crde of her "Jife, recovered to 're porte*168

bicn cu'une fe:-.i..o de son age, peut etre. ' She WIR, after all, an

tir.r. ;--i;ying 5Jnce. she rraist have been v/ell over ci//hty 

rs of a^e at her death in 1766. Her practical nature bore her up

16'3. ^ee above.. P«73«
J.64. ':>'p p.bove , r.-.6o'.
16 C5. . ?{?e above, p. 68.
•Jf6. l;'-e abov^, p.65- f int. 67,
167,; Gradis
Jo Pw

, 10 lv:rch, 17 r^V . -;. 163 
. 1756, jL. 1/^a.



to the end. Although the matriarch in life, her will carried no 

final exhortation^ to her children. 3hc contented hers^-lf by ^....i: 

pardon for'her sjns, begged for mercy and recommended her FOU! to

To recapitulate; the Marine like the other governmental pervj' 

i»f the- e;irh;;conth century was manned by. dynast.Us who rot;arded it 

or;ly as a s-ecure source of ^mployy'^nt for ycuju-'er sc.-r.t5, but an a 

hattlegroind vhere social pivstige and ever; v;ea.ltii v;exe to be ¥?on»

e

^.".•'o -; . err.ploy'iuent in the lw,er .prides v;as dispensed as a. favc?ur* 'Itiu.3 

strong family 'Joyv-ilty ^/^r:.. indispensable to advancement*

' i'rvir.cois Bi.cot C;;:L:-C. froiu a typical Marine background* A3 though 

tl^.e yoi:vi ? -',or KC^U of a lawyer, he appears to have had /relatives on both 

sides employ c-d in the loirine. Certainly s lie deferred to his mother's 

ambitiono for her family, not only lobbying the minister for the;;;. 

but providing tube-tantial ;;-ums for their outfitting and education, 

If he ?r££. perco*;aj.ly r;iobitio;;s, he vv;-..^ no less ambitious1 for his 

fsr.i.!y as -a whole. Indeed, family ambition naurt be seen as the scarce 

of his o.-.n, since for at Iftast three ^oT.^rations the family en,c?3.ged. 

in a stro.ggle for v/ealth and y. -eater social prestige, Moreover, by 

Francois' /:;^nerat-]on. t.h.fty had ruccceded ?-.ot only in confirming; their 

position as ^^J;^i''5-^L-^2i'hN "^u^ ^R(^ ^ ! ^de the most honourahlo of 

alliances- and had ^;ono a lc.-ng way Ic efttablishin.v; their title to
*

respect as landed gentry. Given this background oae nusp^-cte, had

• Canada not fallen and had .Bigot's friends in France been more di.scr^f t

in the use of hio funds, that he v;Ould h^ve had little difficulty in

setting hiuiself up at t^e Court, He had after all a most distinruis
; 

record, ar;d had been pvar.d^ed the jn_ter;d<i_nc.Y of Rochefort, Perhaps

like his r-cphev,', Pierre, he would have contracted a. n;arriage and 

produced children, even though in his s.b.ties. There can be no doubt



but that the lor>n of Canada was not only a national r-,,/bn;rras?^ent, 

and calamity .for the Ctnfadlans* but riso a p^rsc-rial di:;r.s>trr for 

her lost LLlltf^Illi* Before investigating the extent to which Bi/^ot 

contributed to the colony's loss and ]iis own, however, more must be 

£&.id about the conditions of French colonial aJminist-ration both in 

-Europe and in the colonies.





HI

Ono of the i^oet orr-jour; cief icieric:u:-t; o.f the oxiakln^ liter-- »:uro 

on the Ivarl^e and Coir^ion is the lack of a rel 'ahle ^escrintion of 

the irKstrltutio'ial ri?"ucture of fh-- tench portn. Consequently, it 

bf-R V:en oliffjcult to recoil strict the early v;ork experience of a 

colonial admin: stroior M-.C-! an T' : ri.r,coi-s LlroH. ' Jo (;.oi'bt thif. * : ;ap 

'•--- Le attribuled to trio diffuse a^d olrcuT?ii-vUr; tic;l i- turo o p t'-o 

<• vidrinro. i'-'f-v>-rthe'.! >.-Ge, It is irriV'or'tari^. thriv, f-jor/-'- c;.tterpt ix-- made 

to coif.e to grips v;? th the rrahject, faring in minci, therefore; VfKit 

the views preG^nted in thiiv chapter are Vat tentative, the rentier is 

invited 1o e": pi ore the port of Hochefort as :i t -w^nld ri.---.vo 'appeared 

to Bd#ot in t,ht> 1720 f c ?'.Tid 17^0's.

The iin-j.-r-rt^nt dep-~rtTr<?r:t« at Rocho,fort after tho '^^^ of tho

in the fjrst chapter, over all th-^e the i'tl^^d^nt held a general 

super visory auti:.ority . ' Tt Yvas to the j^Ol^^t thai the jj^ :;1 ^ aPs

_ccj^i_s at Versailles wrote up;:e>r the minister's si»r?iature when they 

.i.V: quired -Jnfor::^ tion or vJehed to addr- : s« order r- to their Ki;b- 

at 'the port. Obviously, the ^n_i^npj:;jrt co-Id not attend to all t 

];irnoelf fo except where a satisfgctory lespon-se v.a.s not 

frr.-n a s^borddna te, his office vjis prir.vHrily the po^t office v;} 

mail v-ar, sorted and the rninicterial inr tructions s*-. rit n^f to th^ 

relevant oer?k. ^r.e jin_tpp-j_d£:pt_»_p chief dnty v;as to rpvjprv the official 

e :-.n order to iatervor^e '-/here necessary tc iirnleinerit t]->e

J „ See above-,



jinmstcr's winhef- and to reporL o*ck to Versailles any

3v.;uirin.c; action be.yond his pe.rooi^l cvipacUy. This system is 

pnriiculf.rJy v/ell i.l jv:rtr:,t.od by a letter to the.- mirirf.or of the 

' ?9 J--iMi.-v.iy, 1729 in which it was stat-d lr.:it letter to the 

i''.'.-j.?: "::::1 L.t v>;re stamped aecordir.^ to the or-par l^ent to vnich they

v'ous r,: ! av~n r/^r fr:it I ! bo!,L:<^r de 
une lettre Tin:r^^>e color j.ei^ Ouo lo -p-ooez verl^l 
£e vous ay aor^t-irtl o'.»r la ouuliio^ oil- vi-i do r-'.-Jrtoij

a c.vuFec et -.-IJ-A en ;•: ?--si.^- i^noi'-U' ?-;ir.:*o.!t f ,/i<!U" "
es-tre fait en v'-"e>~ r^ico des CoK:r:ia du 2;y.yvitionn" " f--on 
cixeoteur, le nor.i.rf.is aux c-rvew et son To>»yi-:lier y f-s.'.t- 
01 1 r.TVMjeritn n^is ,V/ };\.cf-ris In liter uo de VC.UK repr^- 
senter .qi^e tous les v r'ooe- verbiux ne sont .'.;d-^-r^ cue 
des Offdciers ^reposes pour .'•">.-. f/er de la bonn<; ou 
m^uvaise qoa^ite des vivrr-s et nult;rnent der- Co: i- 
du r :

I.n this c:3.se the l;.J:feij^n.t had beta asked to de-;il with ,-j. lVv;lrly 

routine sort of directive co:uc«rninr; the provisioning of the t .;.lcnie3« 

In all probability he fcr-v^rded the letter v;lth a brief covering note 

requestirur an explanation to the relevant clerk -vho -would have drafted 

a short revort. liio report v:as quite likely received by one 01 the 

secretaries at the in l-s r-dar: c-> v/ho 'voulc hnve composed, ti^e formal 

reply for the i2Jr.^Ht^lHu -immature.

Gr,e field in which the In^tendnrit vax called upon frequently to 

exercise his personal juli-rern^nt vas the tr;3inin^ a?:d -projT.ot-j on of

t-,:i\<:- pej'sonnoJ.. Pochefort, . c.er _- es 3? f'airJ.y hrir-;t.lf;s with 

T. between tho mirip.ter and the irJ>"Jl5l^ilt ' of the rrerits of 

officers and of who should -worh wh^ro: ro ? it in not 

that cor. temporaries ^cous^d y/rurerms of boinp; preoccuv-iod with

2. ;^, iy, 553, r- 23.
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to the exclusion of iro:;t other concerns/ Hot that

v.-;::s r.i/plf.CKd CM the.i-iirnstej'o pnrt, As b-s been observed
4e rear-inn v=as rfflicted by a chronic shortage of efficient officers.'

C;.used by inadeeuate pay snd restrictive hi-intf practice, the sh

v-sdii^nt, to the cradle, it ion of corruption and ih« 

'; en t of ad rr:inlr.t:r« tive -:f.f icienoy .

Vcri<-.i;s hiring practices to iKvpro^e Iro uuoJ.it/ ;n<i qu-jntir..y of 

is.£?;?..tor3 hc-vin^ been tri*a, it v/?:s der-.ided at -would b-'.- exr 

before r-Iun^dnr nev; recrait:> into the fcpprentic.«-;vhip rcin'-in to give 

t'".-T, a r--:r:>.(i o.i" forv/v-jl instruction; .so o!'0c&^s v.-ere ^et up H,t 

Kocheiort. ri'hu;j it *;a« that d*-- hourville .vrrote to .F^auhnrr-oii: en i.h.c

19 Juno, l"l'2^ ir;r tructing him to r«--^r-/e, j u;^^ pl^ce (^ 'Elove / i'^r,

^ 'jtifrot, fils d'un Cor;8eil]er rr.: Parle;^ent de Bordeaux. 1 "

Nowhere are the }.i-erequisitep for a £iV^.vf:__9j±lJ^!.> -^'"cif ica.lly 

staied, nevertheless, it is to be assur^ed ch^t successful arp-icanls 

had to be literate and ni.rnorate. Franco is de Parro war -sent to school

in Bordeaux, perhaps the t;ci;;.o one that ins uncle attended, in preparation 

for a career in the marine. " ApplicK-its v:e.i.'o supposed to have

a certain e^:e, p^i^r^ps their L^entioth year, for that v/a:-? Franco- r

3. In his ^er-ojre sur la rarJne de^ FrarLce« written in 1725 for 
Co'irt Toulouse, the /n-.iral of France, V'aljnr.our, his s^cret 
^^L^LEi-i^^^J?^!? "-rote of Mav;.ror.- : s "hat ha v;as, ' r;n je.m-"' 
horc^ de \--in;:t~Qaatre ars, de 'con f:~prit qui a. do tres Conner, 
intentions, r.ais qui n^ naj.t IPHG de oix-lle co^leur est la mer ni 
oojirnent ?.-r?t fnit. un vai^.reau; rui, depuis rra'il ent en place, 
n'a fait autre chose que d'e^aninej 1 si d-'un ocrivain on reut 
feire un coi.-viissaire, ou ei d f un ^a.rdo--^;';rine il fant faire un 
enp.ei/-;ne, et si on enve.rra celui-ci a Toulon et colui-la a 
Kor-hefort. ' Cited >:y 0. I,acour~Gayet, op.cit., p. fi6.

4. See above, p, 46«
5. Invcntaire /irdouin, A:/, Series KI: cited vol. 101, p.6f*5.
6. See above, p. & ]j...



Bigot's a£0 Tvhen he entered the Marine in 1723- Nevertheless, it

•* * ^ * F

the right Influence vw brought to bear. In the 1750 f - according

to Gradis, boy- were co^or.ly received at twelve and thirneen years

7 ,of a^G.'- It ••w:-f-:. even pcssible to Kernel boys to Kocheiort in

anticipation o r a r^l^ce _£'eleve since In A letter to the r/ijniater 

of the 17 October, 172.; J3ea;;harr'Oi- solicited r^fjr^^^l^.s for 

tv.-o toys -'.ho had already b-e.n : rorkir^; - in the ydi^inir-tratl ve offices 

of the port for tb?-ee ir,-onths. lie

travail 1-7. nt dan^ Its c.-jiTeienr. bureaux de t.-f. 
port -'b il a, bien eervi pend ila innjHaie ce

d.-^s Kor:lVRi-ns. Us ont bn.;p deux plus one 
nt poirr estre Ll

Althourh it v/ould appear T.hr-j.t a senior of.f3C-.ial v.a 

responsible for the instruction of those £lj|y^5.= ^'t ^as not 

fur other officers to combine instruction with other acl 

duties. In the same letter Beauhsrnoir a.lso o"b--erv-ri:
T*

J'ay prcpoce a M L'Atfii^rO. a. qui vous ayea dor. no
le bureau des Arr.eiAens ue se chai'^er oend ' . r _ , ... .
•.le M hcnt^n d.e 1 \-jrst.ruction des -veves ce ou'il a. 

, M hecquart ni'aynnt rev-:ie-:cnt-i qru- les ce-
tails du eo^trolle et des colonies ne luy p^r-ettoient 
par ne y-rendre ce so in.

The period of Bigot's forms] training does rot appear to have 

.lasted n.aich more than one year since his 'etat_ de_s_ j^rvices', stated 

•that he ras nade tin £p2{'Al!liBjQll?-rd:"JJ^. ^ :a 17-4 ^ v');ether this was 

the normal training -period is uncertain since it is posr-ible that 

he was rushed thro^r-h thir> sta^e. 0^:i'r^ to the acute shortage of 

clerks, the interdant V/RS e^yer to thrust rr-r.r-orjRibility onto youn,^ 

shoulders as quickly as porsfnble ar;d he had even employed unenlisted 

persons to perform duties -epularly er,trusted to full ecrivains.

7. See ah ewe, p,
8. A^, 11:, >33, P.
9. AC, :; 32. r,2.



i.:r the shortage of clerks at Ror-bofo-t, the irij-c^JTijt 

elaborated to the mireU-xr in a letter oi' the -'2 Oetolor, 172^ :

Lorsnuo j^.v eu eeluy de vo\?.°. irerouer
n^ejnooit d-ms ce port q\;atre i^riv^ir
enter, da -purler des ceux qvii rent fivec ;.r Ro<;tan;
du V fii-^-n o/ri--.- ^ul^rnpnt' M^f^is aur:
jour?? apro':. 6 ri 7 rolr., d'ahc^.'ce et au
i-l.o Cc::-i«?-v-,euv<; qui r 'a r.^s enoore ?;-':;ru ^-t

" 1 D«-:s Gourde res et lea r;u;; 
Ecrivain-R (Jest:.;^ .a la vis.ii-o dea boJs HO m ;: ? 
o's.ucun f;>.-o'v.:r-c-; 5 --,ur le ^rr-.'i.cfc rlo -pert oo q--

^nci^ris ;^j:iv^i.r>s cin :;:^rif--, ^.

c 1^ S" h'-:bo p" ' i' 
ci>r.1 trulle et, ic S'' !feu.j«fiu eu

o^ v.;;s tM-.-i a pro"1'-;.! €•':«• which ea.sea \r.ith t?:e 5,^ysi Tw~ c? 

r!;- to t)\e .^U^LlaiTt on the ?l fey ? 1743 --^' unr-ic.i 

him that the S"'" • Jr'o'jf.-«.ult was to be tra:^/:d in Ivoohefort for the 

Of. radian service and e;-".T laired:

Voua Sc.i.ves c\;e le F^tit no'nhre de su.jer.G ou'il 
y a dans .les Port a en Etat de Pvivre le detail des 
CG charges r,e rii'a r;as toii;ic\:r^ T:-r:-'is "d'y. prer-dre 
cui o vit este dem.tndos pour les Co lories *

reason for r-:ia> pec ting that oiTicerr; cpc-nt orjly a short 

tj.me in the status of elf've is tl:at their training Y^as not considered 

to be at an end when They v;cre iriade ^jqrivr^in. In his letter of the 

12 October, 1?24 the Jj^J^^i_t rcc-o^^^nci^d two nen for promotion to 

:l f; - r:::i £-oded that the Sr 'Boittiere v;ould look after thsir i'uT-

12:nf;t:n;ct::.cn. In-'.f edv as is the v-c.,y wi/h "tjr-.roar.cra.oy , each .ran 1: v/as

subordinated to the sup-rvis-cn of a ravp^rior and e;:;livain3 v:ere moved 

from one job to another in order to prepare the^ for- ^leater reaper, 3- 

ibility. On the 5 i-.'cv^ber, " 1?^^ for e;;a:;-p]e, the irnn^ster inferred

10. AJo, IE, 353, P. 182.
11. AC,, B 77-
12. AM, i:^, 3:^3, P.
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,7 'approve, Mor^eur , ]a destination cju'-" vous 
vovi: enters propose de dor;mj r aux u.»mr>iTf;c. .5 ren 
Of? vo^tre ror-t , n^is je VOUK prie .I'a.jcvt. I'/.-r* le ^ 
det:.'.:i des colonies a coluy q n̂  vous .-.vc-z t'onno au 
s r Be fro n. C'est une par tie jmport^nle Et don^un 
nouvt uu Ccv^issc'hre doit estre '.-Jen .irr;-' tiiit. -'-;

In otL-r CGS-.VO rerpon:;i .-;i ]. j tifs v.-e:fe chan^^d i)» an efforl. -c 

j ii: prove bureau era tic efficiency. Onp- J^uch occnrreri- jn 17^5 vrh^r; a 

£roup of clerks v:ri.p moved fi'orn unQRi- iho c; r do ."ia '% it tit re to 

ffil^rrt at \."r.<---- O''^trole:

J'ar^jovc fort le party qi^e vour, r'rer;t ::^ de detacher 
du T3 ,;r-*---i.u du 3" de Ir; Boittiero les iOorivsint1 qui 
doivvnt part--/;er le travail oont ,il Det.oit •ch?-rfv-'-,
pour luy ortyr I'occ^&io;: de v^-uloir y'cn iviesler, /J i". 
le mettre dans la rp-aesf:itt" do ne so ;.,-•. er <ru 
p-irties ou travail qrd luy scirL destinies, «'- 1

.fort tien Ini&^in' <3e placer oes ';;'c.r:.-/ainc 
co^trolle sou;.- Jer. yevx du S"1 Liifi'ilart. qui veillera
.a leur coiidu.ite, Et pourm le.-:. ,Pi;ider d;:.r;s oes 
cc^,i'ience:'^;iS, Je ne cloutc p-;c ou'avec t-;es t.re.cauticns 
vous ne vous apperceviez, bientost du i'ruit do ce 
nouve 1 j'etab] i:-:^oir:.ent ...

Kb coubt T jiyot r'.lso ras rnoved fror: one department to another in 

his early ye^rs of F.erv:ice« Unfertuij.a teiy nothing t pacific r «:.-:; rj/ir^ - 

i.o sho'v: what his particular r>:-r-:i/:vin,erit.3 :v:i^}\t h-r./o heen. On the 35 

ITovtiriber, 172J, upon a re-p;e^t from his fn.tlier to the ir.rinifrter, he 

was rrrrited I'-.^ve for tv;o months, GO proGumably bis first Chris trr^.r.-: 

after entorin^ the service v.'as spent at ho;ne. He a]_Fo received 

anoiher 7.5av-:i cf three nrnth:: c/^ration hefore • the ^n-i o.f 3726., - In 

the Ardouin inventory 'there is a t^nth lifting entry v/nich. v:n? not 

located ir, ..Hociiofort. It .rer;ds quite simply:

•?iyot, corca-uTic a i'.lOO de reGtj.tuviori -.-rivers le 
Hoi dar.ii 1 'affaire du deficit des hois de 
construction, -6

13. ^% ^- -11^, P. 3.
l,h. ;:••;, IE, 122, :;::: raster- to Bernbr,.rnoii?, 23 :-;<;y, p.-87,
15. Jnventr-.iro Ardovirs.
16. AA% liC, 1:^4, p. 102.



If thir. ir a reference to Francois, it i?ir;ht r>ran he w?u>. p;;-.TVioy<:d 

in the ileparUrint of 

for the vlnfoer.

- Mi '-I:i was ' of co ' jrso »

concert--- wlth'tho build i <py and- overhaul of l.h<? royal nhipr: and tv e

construction of ro.rl. ^icilHi^'. It arrears to have Loe;~ p.rew.L-riod

over jointly by a ^rioter -carpor,t»r, on char^ of the v;or'c r.nd a

chief clerk, respond ble for the 5 n \wntory of

A letter of iho 6 June, 1737 irjciicatei; that tli-

^ 10 il i.i:f; :I^'j ;5-2*' anci ^° >CX'^- v " n or conferred to^'tht-r lipon the

rrr :--T>i';i in a, 'conrej.l -de co^c.^yuctipn. ' f whose
I7 

suhseqnently fo:r.-;^??d€.d to tho n:iaist«-:r. ' ''''his j>.y2sejJ._ aJso ir.et to

tiecjoG upon the fate of v-,\s?-els hevon-; repair a^c. it >•:'•; •'.•*: v.m tV:e
TO 

ininicter' G approval v; ;-.s a mere tnchnicaJ it/, ' hrovideU t}'R r;drn.nter

was convinced by the ;xr~ujr'ent^ of the £OH?eJJL a royal certificate 

orderi;:^:; construction or demolition v ; as for'tj-tcora.n^.

Do ].a Croix' letter of tho 6 J-'.ine, ^l*'1 contains a .^ood exaro.p'j r- 

of the r;ort of advice which was forv ayr^d fi-oir; t?:*",-^

1'hc £Qii§5,12i^ htv:in^ debated the relative merit r; of

various types of dewi^n h^d decided to rGc^:rr;-.:r:nd that:

si voiif voulicH pbsol^in^nt VO.UP rcfrcr-Hindr-'j a la con­ 
strue -ion d'r-r. yeul de ces de^x navires jl i-ie >-:.ro.ibt
U/r cue le v" juerite la p^-.ference: leurs K^

^n ""oic- ot en fer et l;iur main d ';;.•<•• uvr<: diffoi-on 
de treG peu; ^t ce quo ]e v1""' cousteroit plus quo la 
f lui o r-'eet pu? s-.uiVMht ir.o,-- conu^rahle a l : 
d 'avoir un rnvire a <jeux usages cui f-;oit en 
Tcn-;ps propre a tran-portor oV.ir;s les Color^e:: les Effete 
qui lour f-:orjt destine et ^ sorvir tn /;^erre c v ! c^c de 
Rupturo avec cuolnue Puispauce ir^ritirrie au J.^n: qu'une 
llute no ]K nt .j^r.-ialy f-ervir qr.e ae uifitiK-r-nt Oe iu^ 
et a hesojn c. 'Esnorto.

17. ATT, in, 366. Uo l a Croiv; to -;.he r 
. AM- IB, 1?9, rilniut-o -; o Bv
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Thus considerations tj f cost and efficiency *t-re very much to the 

fci>; in -i-.-1 -- mii,r2s of th<? port officials. 'hhat this corresponded 

to the rdiiiUter'o frame cf mind ia corfvt7n-;d 'by the letter of the 

15 February, 1739 re-yrdir^: t.ho nr-spective cler.-olition. of the

.To cciJipte qu'on y faisant tiavailler 
attention a. en fa'-! -re r<--'tir(--r l-.->n ;V-rrs qni en 

el; Lee bois q;,i pourrorit 'e^-tre
les differ^ntn r-.^rvico3 dn

Naiv. rally any e'-onotny drive reouired s r hrlct account: ng of

-irig- !.-..; torinlr- s^d n letter cf the 6 June, 1757 SI--OY.-S that at
"19 

that tine de Kuj s ^as jesy on^-i hie tor this OT. oration. ^ <^ la C

v.-is sbDo to refect that:

he tous Lea Eoia de c?t a 
one vcus ri'ftv^s orJonne est :f 'yit r)iece par roece, ;jl 
?ie sagit plun q^;e d'en dresser 1'Etat qui ^era f:ini 
a tfjTT-pf: pour cue nous puiseior.s ^cavoir sur TJOS Benojn^ 
avec t'onnol ssance de Cause-, lo:c?"(H,e vos ordres snr her- 
Constructions cue »:OUG ft^ror.s a ikire, r.-i^is })arv:lei;dror.t

De JAui^ V.T-.B also re.sy..or:si ble for the suvT'^y of timber fcv 

r.onstniciion. As well HB accounting for qu-^itity and i.run-ectinr: it 

for quality at its receipt into tne port's vr.Tf'housss, he v/as 

required to r-:ike tours of inspection of thf royal foiests- He v.as, '

for exaniple, aV-sent fror? the port for a certain period of 17^8 "^hile
20ini:-pc; ct"r,--; the forest ci /uijo^, and it '-/as about th^se ahcor:r : «;s

that Eoauharnois protested to the minister in Yis/\ :>••.•; cause they

ahort<,.r;os of iranoover in the adn-ir-i^-trativ-: offices of the
. 21 port.

Tl:e delegation of F:gnir: :"-: r.ii?tl;on'.ty doe:--, not, hovvr-vr-.-p. appear to

19. He hrnd hcen ir> charge of the tiepr trier: t since 
v;hen he replaced 'E.^vny v/ho }\ad bf:en !;:'-r;ed to 
:.•,% ]'E, 317, p. 4/3.

intendant io trio i-in5 f:t^r. 15 Ja^.v- r/, 17 7,o. 
21. i'-?e ahov.,:, pr-9^ f/^. ' ' '"'"
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l;^;:.n rcs:l:.-ict<id to the. Hf3r3in:,^trat:-.vo CO-PS Kinco in 1726 the

^", ••«":• -"tj-j^r 1 no '' on *'>" v ' a " hcnt o-o.t to ir.^p 

ia*.s -?c~tr?t- but t.ve/j t^t so far ,:r:' to rJ.

wiJ.ch, although .contrary to. tho wishe;; of the 5J ^^.i^li. £1 < d 

tfaj; cersiatr.ca io be bi ; ;n.i:r> The nnrusc.er «.;::,i. la inecl to 

on the 6 ["a^; •:

A l^^ord de lr pretention r;o M. le }'Ti-:aJ ''lent
d*etre r-^v;;- aux pri:-- -d.^ ?-;o-.i faarc'iO r.eo ^42 

T'j.-'c«-:s ue bco.*, to:;:tf ,qui to:c>-d^nt c^ll^fj qu'il r.. de-u 
.Ilvver pr':-:- e^ \-:<T:.itt '.'.',. jo I,-,, i'-o'nve fow';-"-j c^ci «;i'C 
c^n p:.ecf^- o?!t viv choi^5r-j «;/(- ^TJ? •. ^ees ooiT-.-^e fris- 
ciit partis de cette explrits.tioij er puisau 1 elle« ant 

dans a/. 1, rua-fcrienic, cinquie-:-:!^ si?.! *? :.ne ot
GAI tftrii «Ju 'p*-'-V:O*.tiA i /.vril 1733? 

<-tj I\i.v' payer cov.for-i-^ri^nt ?. 1 '{ /••;-;. id- •• i; de 
son traitt^ ce mc;:^ qut. lee. '.'.0 ^rbrec cn;i •-•- r. •,-•;. ;;.t ^da": 
sa forest fai^arrt jv-.rtifi: r'; f^ 3^4 q;o: y r";ai^nt -*,-te 
m.'trr,ueL;, nais le cor-tre LI"' ci-arp'«.-.nti^v CIK \; .-vas 
fnvoye pour sui^re oottc exp;t.oit^.tion s n ? a'oro?.t p;^- 
deu fa:iro ofco cliaii^ernentfj feans vcur: -. :-.-'i a.voir ;'. u 
^t dicndre ler f.-rdrew qui lui ;=ui oi^-ii d<> Oc:i:«er 
u.-i narche p^.riiculier avec M* Paurege;rd. par rapport a 
cot- ^o:.ceder;t dc fournitv.re. vouc pc-^vep. donncr

p a H. I?OST:C.:.I Gorif'.jr:.;v.f?..t:>r!; s. c-.'tte dccipioM.

As to the Kiit tire of tlio forivitur- rf-quif'-d cf Bi £•;-:> t, it i^ 

tempting; to road, into it the fivst c.-iivictior; of a cri^,ivial career 

out ho^o:;-- i.eapir).^ to ha.t-ty concr-lnsioTic t!,e p-i'e'/r'ili/i^ custom vjhicli 

p-ut the r^r'pcrir-i'bilit;-- for r.i ?-,,;<:! n^ "up .--'• count in/?; ervcrs ;-;.\.d other 

such over:-.;! girts upon trie rhculdert; cf the officer v?.oiicc-rr.e-d, n-ust bo 

eon sic) or fed. In the private sector,, for e-^.^plej Birot cc ;::"]. a? n.':d' to 

G'vv-icLis thet tvo "bon-els of v^ine ia?id uot re&chod h::.iri» ChT.dii? vcplied 

on the 30

K do v5n '/or,t vine rr-eyque *G ! ct 
V; 1 o^t bte fci,,l-.*.'.j.rq-.;-j-:.f. ! d,rr- la K*'r<Q^fnee et 

•urns ne lern fve:-: pa.n rcr;i;<j c J </; : -;; la favte dt- 
(the Cciptnia). Le j)^.rty que vcn-8 ?:irr^^ a p 
l'avi.-;ir pour ce r^u^-e uri peu pli..-- i..ttent:,f c'f^t de 
!u;y faixe payer cc qui -poura vou.s ^^•..rp.jr.r dv; 
ov.e oe q;:'.'il vcue !•• ~.f. it f.ra q^;i n.^ f-ory, y ^.c "/.'.«.

22, AM, IE, 124, p. 335.
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n-'. A i 'avenir nous JV..Y dont-rorjs dc-r nrdres 
"- ro-ur cG.Lla et, r>oi;ro >; ' il r>;o:o a f-on bo.'j-l -penu­

lt la deceives do ron HHV ;.?':• wurcuc toute soil• •• / ' •'en

Lib-wise, in the collection and spending of roy^l reven^s, hee 

i/he- account an ts sr.a- tr^acurerr opcratpd almost as private ou^irKT,^- 

!i.en t};e only :neans cf hrnn^r-; th^r. to ^o'^ount v,r,s to iry thorn for 

-tViv'jii, 4 Lurccllin jNicolas Br^trd, the .^r^er^^_dr^_Col.nry.ic£ at 

:\ocbt-iort, ras T^ice rgLgv-otr:d to si:ch p^oct-:^^ .in^G* I'i 17b3 ii'- 1" rt - 

. r- v.ictjn: of the ^iteh-h^.ut ^aiiifyl the Uar.a/ii&n admin istr^tor:^,
•-»

his brother V^iijp, the- 5irol€};r; of New Kra^ce, and tho question of

his ir.tfigrlt;,1 • v;as ,uga:li: nT.ei^ed in 1785 ^iler >!is death. r 

a^ain^t hlr' vero dro;M'-d in 1763 after it v.^s discovered that he 

in advai:r.e to the Crovm by 120,000 livrer. In reply to the 

charge: that Jhe ,v a.j- -indebted to the- Ivsn^ for 6^7,149

hii-: son argued th-^t this vas not due to deliherate fraud tut 

to poor ^cconnlir.:^ practices. In arr/ cr-pe, it was arfrueu tny i,

l,6l',;,872 2J_.vrf:;G 2 ^; ! JG 5 h^^^Z- v"?s -ti'll owed 'co his father on
^"3 

other balances.

T}^e n-itur-r-: of Ei^nt's miedeneonour is difficult to r ;i;ess. Ginc^ 

the hsrdling of money AV^P reserved to r. special corp3 cf semi-private 

Il§.? thore can b';: no question o^ theft of a^ecie,

a deficit ir: the funds c^uld h^v^ occurred fi''cm mi8h.-.'r;dlin^ of the 

ti?ifo?::r itrelf; soaie f!ii re;ht have deteriorated Through ne.^li^enco, 

hastened beoa;;se the rood originally accepted v;a« of poor qnn.litv. 

Some raif^ht oven h^\e heen stolen or i.".eie>ly r.iKr.r-propriotfd, either 

case' requiring extra frrpend:! 1 u.res . Indeod, v;ith a little iwa^in-.ti 

one co;f]d r-.ultiply tho possibilities; hut whatever the cruse, it vf:.s,

2^. ij'.-cis Coirf--.sponder:co, CopyVock /^srique, :.
r^. i:oe Bonher, Fr.'-j-.c^Fir^nt'.^-s, pp. 11, 12,
25. AM, V ? ? 47™™



102.

no doubt, the Controle which brought the case to light.

Next to the intendant's office the Controle, headed by a 

controleur was the most powerful of the departments at the port. 

Charged with the general auditing of the accounts, the Controle 

inquired into the activities of the other departments in order to 

prepare the annual budget and maintain the general records. 

Versailles required regular financial reports of the intendant which 

were addressed to the ministre de la Marine who shared them with the 

controleur general des Finances. To draw a modern analogy, the 

Controle General is best viewed as a composite ministry of Finance, 

Revenue, and Auditor General in one. Its structure was accordingly 

complex. For the purposes of this study, the most important sub­ 

section was that which worked within the Marine as the auditing 

branch. It was only indirectly responsible to the controleur general 

through the ministre de la Marine, who sat with the controleur

glneral on the Conseils de la Marine and Commerce, justifying his
26 requests for funds through a general accounting of Jfarine expenditures.

Speaking generally of the Controle, Bosher argued that its first

and basic task was, 'to verify (controler) and register all the acts
27 

bearing upon the finances of the King. • It had to see to it that

payments and collections authorized by royal order were duly made and 

to match the proper receipts with the original orders, this in a set 

of registers kept for the purpose. The Controle neither collected 

nor spent any money, except for its own working expenses. Money 

transactions were handled by the tresoriers de la Marine, who in

For the composition of these councils and a general discussion 
of their activities, see Boulle, op.cit., pp. 38, 39, and
Duchene, op.cit., ppj, 74-77» Although the minister of the 
marine and the controleur general were jointly responsible for 
raising revenues; as Boulle observed, p. 116, in 1758 Moras, 
'was left to devise increasingly desperate strategems, 1 it was 
possible for him to abdicate this responsibility entirely to the 
controleur general, as Berryer abdicated colonial revenues in 1759. 
Ibid', p.160.^ f »

27. ^ncyclopedie'methodique. Jurisprudence, vol. Ill, p. 307: cited 
by Bosher, French Finances, p. 47 •



Konhefort vry-kcd th^Ufrh th- port '

job v/i.r, to i,r^.|.;::r t- lh,e ur;*vr. ' s. business for the .

the .if-d^i-s of fun dr. i-o ho collected a.:rd -pent, '"hey *---re 

to rtooMl v'hethf-r payi-H-ntc-- v,-,.sro r.^de iri cash or .i a r, ot.es in

.ipatio^ of jL-eveuvo. and to verify the titio or- authorJty of

da: in or. the IVer.sur.v.

/ lyr-'ic^l financial iraosacticv] van «.llscus;-'.-d in t> letter of t v :2

oi'for-riity to his w.:i. .-;]-. es ri" h-:ui iiv-vlruc i

j 1 derrder: v-hjch the c'-'-^ol^u.r hrid i r-.Ltrr.jctt-c! tl>o r;;u?7..: t-icnri;jj.r_4:

to T^HY to tV..e Royal Tr<-es^ry "' "Ida shrv^s that «} ••••.rf-c^. trie 

h-d e ^or.eral KUthoi'iiy over tr-~ or^n.d-j r.v; depart-

, in other wordf; , he cru/ld order the MlP2-^^iIlf3 -i. :I3J. ^° 

certain p-iynients fi^-d rtqiH-Gt thn minister of the; I^rine to fa:;ili'i:ato 

these t-rviricr-ictions; he could DO I v; rite diroctly to th«

t to hivij hut ra.th'.-ir t.o the minister

of the Ilarine. This is proof of the observation jr.ade ^••ix^i^r abov. t 

th^ divisicns :n\ the .^pI

The theoretical di^iwiori^ he twee ii cc,rtro?. '-MTTP and

nut, }jov;ever, i-;o .rigOTously obt-erved in tho porbs as at Versa :.llet-:,

2QV,r ri ting to Lea^h^rriois on tre IA June, 17357" the u.-ini^ter observed

that hir sus-p.lc:ons of frrud in the declare tionn of roods csrrl^d on 

-t'ho royal ?.hipr-- I'T-orr. th^ Carihbe^n to ha Foch^lle );ad h^eii rorne oat 

by the 5r,.\rert5rTat;ons the ic-i-I^^'H'Ji ^ia(^ corduoted. The decjar^d 

qur; rititie8 fell short of i-he real amounts hy almost half and the 

er ordered tho ^vf^r. o a^-. t to ir.rtvuct 'Bel J any, t. ,.--•• r-: nj.'is

AC, >3 
29. See ahove,p-»7o, 79- ?rnvb. 120.



of the Marine at La j^eh^llo to recover the outr.tar:dirjg freight
'50'

•K--.-5d Rellarry V::en t l ^e 0:>ly ar-^rt of the h'ar^no at La Roehelle, 

it un^ht have been consistent th- 7 t he vns ch-<r{-eu both v;iih the 

£o> . tro.Tjp; '£ functicrte of < nvestir-atia- PL,.I i^itions and the Trv'ifiur.y ' s 

•'ijnotionr of collecting" the revenues. vVhat If reoL.laai is that 

there v;a:< an a.^nt of the t^'^;;^^' st La Hochelle by the nsre ^f 

the s' r? -.r-valle-t. In f,;cb, ^..^i^h:^. '-•' the ndrn.^tc^ of ,Ji.-rie 1?3^ 

>;ho\vs i.?iC.t >io hr.H indeed heer collecting t}-ese ron-rl^ sinco "!72x hut 

v: thout. r^---;;.n<^.rat?,o!i. H:Lr work, he :;:hir^tained, v,as knovn to tho

i^£~.e,H?' s » r'' r' c ' i'^L-^i:''1.-^: of ***'• -^-"^ne nt Rocrefort,

furthermore, he \nain twined that his predecessor hcid reoeiveu SCO llv 

for every freight .he recovered fcr the Crov/n. It is to havo 1-een 

expected tJ,at the minister would he rl.artled hy the size of the par- 

rent accorded to Ponvalle't ' n predecessor. Whts t is parti cuiariy

r^:j;?-e is that the minister v;as convinced that 'Bella.:n;/ hf-d rot only
* 

e-ai dif;cLorfviiic; this function, but a] so th-:t lie had received an

amual £ra_tif i r^t^_oj.\ "*'cr thi.s we.-k. '{'infer tunately, the sources do 

not retain any report of t"-./- fii^dinrs of the in- eotjgation ,

A geon exfc.ri:.plo of the niini^ter's instructions to the inj^endant 

of Rochefort regarding t]ie ^^Jl^r^lj?. ^ "to ^ £^sn in the nanister's 

letter tn he La Crnix of the a Ocfeher, 17>0. TJK; latter, K 

for Eeauaernein Teqeired rr'ore detailed inildaace on the -port's 

accountj.na; than was usual. The minister introduced his cub.-je 

observing;

Jo seroi.r; V.iea ajse, honsieur, de re/^J er ?rvant 
_lr.' fin ee cette pa;r'>- l*^s pro jet des dGyr.;-..?efj a faire 

--; Koch*.- fort pendant 1731 .

30. AY, IE, 1??, p. 421-
31. Atf, 13, 12/|, p. 419



Li ore--- to facilitate this ion-eat;t the miniver sa- d he expecled 

ftl^.j-p^S to be at about the previous y<->ar'c level. He wor.t or; to 

'I is cuts the repaJr of F-hipn, the contracts for supaLicr: of ooth 

iron parts and v.x<od , s.-iils and all the other n-.ateri&lc required in 

-'f-hip'buiidvri^. BesirJef: a f.enera] accounting of expenditures on 

various snrppli.-f?, tho r.Jr;i; ter v;anU*(; a b:r- •'Vdown of v/V.at, :;•.;/;; ,^;ts 

vere to be nade to v/hnni; il-.is b^jfig nopsible rtt th--i t tirno of yrrir 

V'.-.c.v-'.-'.JBO' port r-f the coritv-ct^ K-id ^Irv-o-dy teen lc 4 -= fle JV\ Crorx 

^/"s to e i:tj.rna.Lv- th^ a^oui.4 a-d cost of i,Lo L;u;y;lti(:»ns v..?-,ich the po'" t 

wfiuld corou,^: r-SKtS} };f'-r.p, pitch, tar and lo--,d, rei'.enl ering that 

this eyperditure h.; .d to be lir;iitK-d to 75,000 jJ,.vje_H. Rochelort T.-,- 3 

to z-^ceive up to 5-; 000 livre:s_ v.;ortii of s^aDl «rrr;s, ^nd a < v^cual 

allov^noe to be /-iv^ited for payment of the ^m.a]l ar^s recaiiva "-7 the 

coloriieG v^hic>) co.ad be, 'ceruande et p?%ye par excedi-i'it, ' The min 

approved in principle the construction of aoditiior:-:!.! fttor«. ; , 

at fiochefort ar^:1 rf:-corr.;r.erj.ded t'hat.the i^te^de^t )v- ve a cost 

the project produced in o.r; ! er that tho ; inister mdg

destiner tru^; les r-.rs ^he 8O".roe & cet ucage. ca: 
1'on con.eenc-ra p.-;.r l f r-cha.pt et le transport een 
raatieres qai corviendront , a fin de finir pei: a r- 
cet ouvr;,f;e qui me pr-iroit tres jj-vovi

Apparently, the Co. /t role had r,ot alva v ^ beer; overly 

j'ri the forecasting of *aypei;dJ turon. After dir--.cur.pia;r a couple :;; 

•:.Le:;--^ of capri. cal outlay, the minister Jor.clode.l hit- letter with the 

aornon.it ion J

Vous feres tiavailler a tens ces Etats avec un so in 
parties] ier, et vous ooserve.rez oi;;e 1'on ne len re;n- 
plj.r-;se point r?es c^-iues eoares .que len nnneos prece- 
dentes })erree^e les' depenses doivent aurvx m.er e

t .!es e. .?-; joncturcr,, ̂ ^

Te- 1 Ca }••.•> da W:3s 5>ot tier e-j.ly '.vt?ftion of the r-yr'\r^ ho r,ex 

behind in its accoentiea •; s evident from an exaRp*^ rated Urtter



tho t^njstor s-nt to B^uhsrnoii; on the 27 April, 17;;% !>o t only 

*or, the minister «» ;;o,v>:d by the bizarre faohjon in v.'hich the

tjonna:rr; '^ aocourao of 175° *

pointed out that d'esrito rer-^hed request.:? i.he accounts for fc'-''l-

Slivered to t>.e port :in 1726, l r. 28, ?v:: -i 1729 still had not 

forwarded to Versailles 

'^^ Ihllj:Ii^l!ht v '^s rer.ritf*r.dc-ci on the Ifl April, 1755 for }••'.. -nr? 

J'oil^d to ino'-ope a uniform c-ystem of rf.pc.rting ' ex-p'i-ru-:?..-s upor: tho 

off'iv^-ls he sent out to iiKike .r*/-,^or,al reports. This, ^- ininis t.-r 

>c;s convinced VHS the orlr.ary C^TJS.:: in tho delay ^n D3.kln^: up i ho 

accounts, Ke e}:v;.l.? : ir>eci:

]<-;s .^
Brest beaucoup plus ^r^ridf., ?it plu^^ r.ofrbreux ore 

de ^'ochefort i^iuediat^-.er.t wpros le

added,

.ces Estats sont sj simples c-:t r:i ;>ic:lcrj a f^ii'e, quo 
]os rnoinf EclairftK les pcuvent dresser ai seinen t FT '] ! 
on veut les aspu.jett.ir a uno orntique unij'or^.e.34

I: correct calculations of the; cost of contracts did not r;;-kfi 

£^<ILt£3Ji- flh?. J;ask: ary easier. On the 23 .April, 17 M R-Kn 

hod to confsys to the minister:

Je Joins jcy le ir-arche quo vay fnil avec le 
Corresponur:nt en ce port du S' Le j,'oy}-:e de Kov-«n pour 
la fcurniture de 450 couvertures de laine dcstiiitee 
pour ^u.obec. Elles se trouxent un pcu plus chores 
que ,je v:'avois, ^:j , ou 1'hojineur d* vous le iv.^rquer r 
cu'on-- n f avoit r";& oomprio d-:-:n« 1' eft lotion des 
frai.s de voiture c^u.r de 1?. Fooht,l.le t1cy, l«s oroits 
d.e controile et de Qint-once' ...55'

Portuii-itcly , errors irads by the Con^.if^e in Rochefort were KGjne times 

redeemed at Verr-vad lies. On the /, Jul.y, 1735, for t?>r?jir.p?4 c. the Dinifr 

v/rote to ^er-mli'-.rriois ir;f orbing hi n that the invoices for payment to

33. m, IE, 118, P.
34. A'/:, IE, 122, p. 275-

T 5631 P. 58.



Ct. Lccr^ for \Jhrat vcro ^correct, Ca^nne h-<d beer- 

sir:co or:3.v 1^?3 i?vij!t;.il.R vent there, r^thor than 5*408* The rest, 

- »^"> £ hiiLtll^lil i'-'l h^er> *."hipi--ed to lf;le T»fy;"lr. Li the e-c.i.-^ inter, 

he explained that an ^Yor-pnyif.^t uf 1,719 Hv.re£ II f£l/: 9 fLo£file!.I§!. 

'••.?d bee- iwde to lu . .^.rr-r for tl.-c ^-^1^3 regin^nt. H'he minister 

v:>;pectoo. B^ai;Jr'-rnois to *>.-<- to it that t!:i& r;..ur v--cis ' rt-turneU to the 

i 1 th'.-> Marino."' 0 Tht? treasure" p-r^ra,! wa5- , however,

:ni):s.-lf, of irahiog r-:i s-.tH 1.'-^;. On ta<- ly June, 17^i in 

response to ar: inquir, frcrn ;:ho r.dniK U-;-r, .r-eo.u..harrioi^ infoiv^d a:i^ 

tnut LI. .le !.-n Tnillerie h^;.d ordered hip clerk at Rcohefcrt to deduct 

1? .gojfc. 3 ^L^A'viV^ ^r(^' : th-J \,an^ai.an account for

o

This, accord^.rig to .Fe--.uharnois v;;;r r:nvr-o.-r.--nted a»\d rj.-/ a sr,^c:
-.7 

C7>-;)it v:af3 to l-e r^dG to tho ("a>v';di--.n a exeunt Tor 17X> + ''

v/af.5 unjurvtl;; r.ccuf-r.ed of rli

pi-ed? ctions. In a letter of the 29 Septeir.hor, 17>5 B^auharncis -•••^ 

amoved at having been reprii.-.r.ndod for haviiig over-spent the 

^av.c;-: for ship repairs. i;e referred the ininistpr to trie .vf-^or ) 

.be hoa p;^ pared vith r. l^i'Tii 1-:: c! , tiie chif ; f of the ^^trv_lo, and

vovts sca.ves, ?;Ig . qu'il n'est paa poserible de pre"oir 
a la fjn d'u.rte annte toutes J.^s I'apenfies cui se trcu-

neoess^irei; dynn Ie cc,~.:rc-- de I'a.anee oaivante 
de faire par ces pro lets ur:e cst:Jr.atio v: ^pst de 
r.i'il on. pout c<:;u;H,er- pnur le rad:;uh d^:- v' ' cui

a la L?-5r, II n en :revienaent qaelqr^e lois en 
si r^'uvaic Etat cue la depends en J^-::JT; ;H-S <:«i ai-s',i 
erriMlderahle cpae celle -d'une construction et c.'est oe 
qui occasjcn):,o df-s excedanc qu f or: ne pent 'eviter.38

In c:r-ot.her case, the ^^li'-jj^iyii had to explain delays dn T- 

of v/h:;ch the n.^pi y.oj;;;air- was coraplain;in^ to the ffini.0- ier. On the 

29 October, J v ;57 the-Dinitl.tr ol^.ejr^jd hhat the 'pjin

. /.!,?, 1C, ^23, p. ?.

. AL, .IK, i.65, -p. 'Oi.

. A!-':, -IE, 3^4, o. 259•
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had riot feon y^.id for u^l fcr^ ho iiirp'^ed for the ^^jJ^^ilJ-i 

2^.%v< until af-M.-r •!,)'•:-;/ hod h>--«.n vr'b^hod for the color i^s, vM.oh 

v:v,.s urine or-Ffi;Vf.-y. In the ;i "u ti: r>.? , he ?;as tc ho p;n d as {•'•'••on «o tn<2 .

£,oods Iv-uj heen dclJvoTod to the storer? of Iho port.,'''' In hi;:; re-ly
*

•I'.- the rr.in.istf-r of the V Novorpbor, 173'' }>?.ai:i-;-.rr;oir, aryu--d th:-»t it 

b:r; alv/dyc i,c ^ n ^.he cuslo::: rot to ir,".k*i pay^nt for ^r.rio u^t51 trey 

\-.:rc ii.^-U;--:.l].y lo-.d.^d onio Rhrps and proof of ih-^r f n b;:,ri^ t j.on r/'-ve 

hy certific:--re of .the t'or-Ji.yf.ii: arid, captain. Thin ?>i:.; r-.-.c^!- K&T', 

th^ d---r:f ination of yccd?-- v;^s oftf:-ri cnai.red 

at i h>v ti^o.«-eK ftnc! Lh^ir er.iV.ftrk.---. tion, Custr.nv w«s th.F,t 

tion ^cnjlcl he in:;if,.-:.t--: d on their ir-voire to

:'- n ^^e ' v/heii it VBS necesfajy to debit the coJonial fiocovnto .

u the 14 riove^her, t;:e njnitter r^vorsed hin-^ehf, oy^ec^ny th.-:. fc t

procedure caght to >-e cc:::ti

A irrijor fiii-jction of the £c^jj^ole • v:as the registration of all 

• •--:n tracts paored hy tr-e In^er-diirrfc. This nv;de it the ventral record 

office of "«:h^ port. ?^f..d er.^uved th;: t it could monitor a"! 1 

ex;c-:u.dit.i;-fT-a. In the lotler- of the 8 Oct-ohor, 1730, for 

the r;-:?:r;j.j--tf;r, referring to a contract for rj;r5 IK instructed the into

cus en tronver^z le i;;;;.rohe oy .-icint et le 
yi :;trer ou Controlle.

On c:,nct:h^r occasion; the '.'.2 July, 1725, Beau !;.-•> r7:oir, infoTr;od the

oi^is au Controlle •!' expedition do n^.rche des 
3"" ° Krochaut et Capet pour la fcurn:!t.ure des Effeto 
de laine, Toill«=, fralons .et boutonr? pour J. 'hahille-

f;nio ; -. en ^orviison a St. •

£':lidilJ:£ ^-Iso received' r.h-tps 1 ..orrn^Js. T'sauhsrnn.-: s v-rote to 

-riinistor on tr:o I/ Fr^hruary, 1726 saying:

39- A??, IE, 1?7, P- J535-
.;0. AVT ? 17,, >66, p. :',C2.
/il. AM, IE, ].??, P- 353-
42. A?^, IE, 354, P. ?74-
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J'ay re::;is en t^^cution de vos ordres au Con t mile
f rnr-t 1-s J.v-mauX d- NT.VJ ,-/•• tier. o^ I.i'""' <v> Or,b>:r-t,

, La P-a-naye ct de Coutc^e-.Jil. IU 7kv>,.i-u;rr t
'..be ijiil^I^ of C^ftda) doit .les ;jeindre a

..- then, v-re trie si'.n;jor fuvKjt:: <Mis of .
•

subject i r> Ih^ a,-'r)ir:Lor of the ?'u.r:'.no. Thero vc

i i , a u.cr.-o oTrb.i,;\,oiu; situation; tho r-.r-ilecl-Lv^s of 

the ofi'ici;,!-' delc/'/ii^d to enforco -the nK.v.i,:.?-:.tion ac

in

they v/ere also fiscal a^-

tiie

and.

dele;-.; c-f

the

The navi'YitiorKV.1 s:cts at: a n rather

than a svprort for t;:*-- dv-veloriniont of roior.'iaJ. f-]r.'pire, ,i l';d GO the 

ndnister of the t; s.r:!ne, in his cap-..oit;/ MS ^eiKvral n'J{^rvic-o?r of the-; 

settlement en'T^ro became more f.oid ;^o:r ie the a//voo^te of merchants and 

colonists to the .^ritr^leur j-,oner;j_l a/vri^st the ovror~-/&alou?. ^-^i

•\:L-Tn^ the ti'.:e of Colbcrt there had beer* no pr.ob]c-.t.; co-ordinating 

ficcal s.nd colonial y-olicy bf-:c«u.^f Cclbort him^oJf v.;-^ bo'h minimi. cr

of the Mr.Tlr. or, his

did not ir.herit tl^e am;>0e .mantle and the resulting divi^jon of 

^oiirJ bilj ty v;:..-, rubs* cv-o-ntly, on i-.he 13 ;"epl;ei:i^or , 1699 e 

in a roya] c.d:ct stating that:

Ler; affaires cr.':,-ierci;": les des co] onj.e:'- , 
de leur territoirr- , l^s in st ruction:--', ^rucrr 
ner ai;x ,-;oi.:~- c-j-Tj^L-rn, ler- det^ili- d 'aaini nlrt 
iritdrje;-re, oe'pendr-iient du r;,.v-,-i«t,r'-: do L- 1 
coritroleirr .y^i^r^l conr'.-rver^ 1 1 l 
nor.cer Ki;.r le tarif de;^ taxer rMvp 

a I'ontrftfi- et a la rortie do 
pr.r ]^K concJitloriB aans 

de co:'; 1 r : :f5.foe col r^j.nle -a:- 9 r-'ipnt ce

a Jon- 

J.x?
t:ro- 

:•.••• -

pr:i -

' 'Z A > • 1 T.i 7 ;" '- .- i;. -I.
•i J. A. 5 J-:',, ».>(, >-'. .^- «

•1/1, Cii'.en by b:;:ohfWr, op.fit., p,
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In on attest to forestall proole^s, . boo pnelny , .in loS^ createa the 

..p£lf:V ; *- ; ?^£ to J.U^.e v:ith the Con;troJ.o, and It v;.™ to this

body th.-.t exertions of principle rervvrdln,;; customs and trade h'A'. 

wero referred. •*

I T'A'ritinr to I.:. J^yon, p^fii-;--: hiy on employee of the Oon_^l!-' 

on the 30 SeT-U:rube<r, 1740 hauie^s forv.erded a memorandum frcn 

Kobert jDnpard and Con; parr/ o.f Hci^'T! v;'aic.: nj'-^a^.d that due tc tno 

rjr-.n'pti'^ JVorr. duty ^cccu^ed the;;u a .11 tr^ir fish- and oi j. -oil;.:! nai: ; n ;^ 

f-*--o-::. the Isle Royale finery oi5.-;ht tu enjoy thi?. prj vi'J>v.';o. AJ t.ho'j.f-;h 

^rree^nr. thnt their position appeared to-be well founded, the minister 

vas v.-orri'id that':

l<-ur de:randc^ pi elle eptoit accorci.ee po'jrroit 
occas:ion!ier heeucoup d

he invited Fa.gon, provided, he relieved it

ce, -, ., . . - , n 'oe laire examiner ce mein au ii . ui2 Corn
/ 7 

Although not binding upon, the Con/=eil_ d.e_ ^onvne_.r(>3 , t the

ation- of the bureau v/ere not to be taken lightly* I'^^j

concluded his letter to Fa^on }. tigging h'i^n, 'de we fnire part de ce

qu'il en pensera- '

That referal to the h^rea^ ?,: SG not considered neces^nry in a. ease 

•?djere a single excepting to the trade lews ^P.F. requested is evidenced
.-

by the e::- ;;:pt;ion accorded to Bupard for his fish in 1.739- V.'ritir.fT to

on 1j - e 2B Hovei-ber, 1739 the minister arroed that the 

had, for a lone; tijise, carried on a lar^e trade to Canad

45- r^^e ya'p^rafion of. instructions for colonial governors and 
intend:-; ni-s was also delegated to the n;e;/..oer8 of this .body, 
the directors of con-juerce. 5'or a more c'etailed treal/'e);t of '

'I:i?±I £® v 'hich onpht not to be confur-ed. ^ith the._..
C v::-.ir)eri' of ("ornr.erce of the reahonal centres: aee T-oulIe, 
on. oil-., epptoially V.T). lj^-^, 113-120. ' 
AC, B 71.

.47. : i'be evocative coTind t lee composed of the ujinir-tar of the Marine 
^ he H^lTill^Il .;'.":dr:f r^l ^ r)r"- rcr;f " °f '-- G in^ndrrvlp O f e,-^,^^,,^. 
nee Bo^lle, oyuciU, p. 59, and r^chenr-, ornoi 4 , , op,
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In IVoo the poor .V.rv;st in that colon;/ had r-ri'M.Gl.; rodu-crd Ou;-rd 

.of .return carpo. Conneqi:en My , ho h?,-.d in J?>9 ." sorted to 

i^Lp-r t jv.cte v.-ith the Cw.ribbii^n in ny; -ffort to repn tr:lH':e his 

jrj to i,he hr^ii pric-o of sirop an;l ^JJM-^ n.t J-a ^artiniqi^

ure hr-'d fVil-d., Co, i.t.w,--;.e m< the-o rr-^nd.s t>-at 

>;^r' ;-r; : r:te:; i.-ir. ci j .r.v.v.-nsr.f. i or . 

The !.'>.r.-><; a::d th^

c.ror-s

ibj litie:;, tho Custou.^ v,ere at rrio ^.T.r.e ti' e able to 'act -~ a 

cb'-ck upon :;-K.? quality of goods' r.e.'it to thv cc-lr-rne^ on tho 

Kind's ftccn-nt. On the 7 M-.iy, 1740 tb« ninisUr th^rk*-d W. 

•/avir-f ordtrt;d tho r'--l'.-v:se of tin i ty- f->-vf:-n bundles <;!' clo^h at 

r-'ocnefoi-t. ordered fi'Ctr thr ^'^riette brothers of Mon'ia.ubar1 for 

}?cyal K)lcre^- ^t Q-.'^bec. Appar^Jitlv, the se-isvurs bad '*• cvr\ QCC-.;->. 

initir. lly };. (y tJT-1 ffi.Uurc of 1'^rJette'K representative to o'h'riin 'he
• »"i

proper ole-ir'-nir^r; fron the cust.-v;ns officials, : ]£ (t (ri£; iaribrr:' '' ty In 

:.)je jnvectipitrlori \vh.-ich i'ollov/e.I, it V;^B dir'cover^d that a ruuiber of 

iter; ; 3 were of inferior quality. Picouart, .Be^ulv-rnol s' nuccespor, 

v.--.'G inptrocted to:

rebitter ces viecee p->u° les reinplr.-cor 
d'autres q •;•-.! s-ercnt prises a I? folle erT.here <'e

Fft.ro r} ros rr^bred for h:i- :1>: partir.p-nt ' 8 vif/ilpnoeT

b^;.«r!t cio la nycesaite rj^.',il y c ;. pour 
en /:/:na " cl« prc'-v^nir ,',e pareilr ab^s, Les n 
ou'cn pourra ^rrcr;dre pour cc-.~[n. ne p-^uvent c;-;;?; contri- 
b'!'o;r s asrn;rer la bonne oualitG des i'o-urnit; res qui 
Seront fr-itep ro';r les l^gfc^i-ss c^ h^y drris leo Co.Ior.ies, 51

buoh v;,-:s the llo^trolje ta^-c discovered .the, 'deficit doe boir: de

40. A", col. B 69.
'-°« "AC, B 7^.* Mlrifiter to J^-GUJ 13 br,;--

A-:- v B 71.. m^ictc-rb1:o Ricr-Uft rt , 7 E;,
,<-r to ^^or; ; 7 ;^j- 1.740
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construction 1 . Mrot't?. in Tract "ion could not, hoover, hnve b-en 

coj.sid^rod very ^rave s.i rc-<? he *v-'is p-n-jHFU to cor^Mnuo in his 

.Ajnction?, v.-r^v, th" Co\;r-i did no-, .hv:R.itate to rrn'-'ecuto cf f'i ciHlt 

for 5:«r:ou8 offences. For exaniple, on the ?3 I''ebn;«rj, . :.?53 the 

r ?.rote ro •h*-,--j.'-Kjrr.ois to instruct

Je vouf a.-irei/GP, ^onficb?:, I'ordre noi. r. 
lo iV iX-r.-!V.'i, :•> cr-jvc--.tr. *pres l^.Y ^ n avoir a-^ 
Jo ci u.l. -:r'.u, vou 1̂  Is I'c.rez cor'/Iui?:?; fvon^ nonr;O o I 
;-;-;rde ao chaieau de i-.'-iwr-u:1 :- c'u ,j j. reni.^ra jusu^es ?.'.

Fot cr;iy aid Bj^oi, kr,-r- his job, but on i he ?4 "-> , l' /;' B - 

ter ^nr cons: d.iri^.p; l.in; for pro^^

Je vovf prie-. MonGifti.r, 'ie m ' ipforir;eT e/;jc ;,<-:;::en ':
et s?^ : s GOP'-pl^i.sBrco de la corcmitr; et <ies talens
S" Biror. , ^scriv^in, Je «errit bi^n ;;5 ;--e de

oy il ept rroivr^ . ,. donnez ^ous I;-, pcjne 6e 
ce su.iel tou:-3 ler. ecl^irci^er.e^is dor.t v*-us 

pour m'er; i-^ridre un coTT:ote . fi

Aprs^rently Beau)'- rncio ' teotri^ony •*.-/.; 3 f--;vourable since >,.. :,l.c- 12 

J-^ne, 1728 tho minister infoT:".ed bilr-i:

J'ay p.roou--^ au S ^i.L.oi, ScT*ivain, le brevet de 
.C'^r^ds ord:bia-: j'^ nes Clas^Gf: enr le i.r •.•••.<•••' ^rr-^-s avnnta- 
geux que VCUP m'avez rendii de pa coricbrlte et de son 
f^-pl^c.-it^on, J> vons ac/roese 1'ordre ricuir le fa ire 
cervir a Roche.fort <. n attf;ndr~nt r:on brevet suivant la 
catte duouel vovr 1.^ ferez emnloy^r dans I'Ftat dn 
port a un nppoinie^ent ordiri.Kire.54

Txi. /rot's B?^"'-r.7 Lad v een durnn^ ther-'O y-?,ars i^ r?ot explicit, 

In a letter of the 22 Jv'arch, 17iV, liov.ever, the >,;ini^Ler ordored 

"x^iniharrioio to er;vnloy the 3. I/arpon ?..x an j5lcve at the -port on a

rnlary of JO l^^ji; 'to, rrec^-^My "^.i.^ot had. received no rrrre than
r~> S 

•this v/hile he va^ occupying that st^tu.-.--' It is more difficult to

the. pay o.r an <^£;cJJ:£:::lli '-' : - n ce it would apr-^ar to have

. !:-, lb, Ala, p. 133.

. A,% l^, 111, p. ^7.
f ;4. AJv% IS, 111, p. ^61.
55. A% IE, i:-9« P. 179.



been det^i.~:ined on the ba:-ds of three variables: ^:-:periance, 

.•T^f.por,;;ib:ij-Jt,ir;s 7 a>-d th^ v:hin of the cird s'.or. On the 10 Saptei;;her,
V

173^ tho Kini^ter quoted the annual pay of an _e.^>;;^..qr<.ij_n5ir;2 at
) O -, T /"•

October. '1724, h^vover, rher a~auharnoia r-ct:>rn-F?K^d the pro:r:otion 

of cie I.,' or,;-; and Du Dr^riet to the si,-, us of £oj;jLY?a_i_n i>'-j 8urp-o:rtp;d

that the letter ourM: to ho viid at 600 ij^jc^i *• y^'-?, -Imr.rt cori-ainly
! •" 7 V '

Y:ts sent to C^nr.da tc be cuntrnl_ey.r there., with the rank of
S ( ; 

the rate of 600 3jivren_ a ye«r.-' A possible

nation fcr thes^ variations is a.ffV.rdf.-d. by thf cv:se of the S

v:ho v;;;s &ent by- Ifeure]>o;-i tc work in the [^.il^i 

c v : the 25 S^piemb^r, 1736 v/.irb the ^tatu^ of Jc

ray he that lie VMS given the hight-r pc-y of 600 livrer, a ye^.r 

as the minister obf-ervec; ;

C'er.t vn i'-une how^e qui a. ere ej.cv-^ chos-;, f-ew orioles 
a T-r.-.ion oui ^ont marchands, et per 1:4 h1 . oornoit les 
differents sor;-,es do mar char: discs, et est dar:s 1 'habi­ 
tude de .f--i ir^ ce o.u'il f;fiut pour lexir coii

But it i^ difficult to ta>:o iel'i;^;e in th'- idea th-it pay varied, .cclely 

on the basis of experience, for surely the -minister vould, not have 

pent a r.MD out to Ca?7?da to act as ^'^'I^l^'':- v- rhose v;ork experier.ce 

•?/as of no more value than a areen hoy just entering the stores. This 

inconsist-jr.cy reco^rn: r.eci , pay doosj :-:ee-- to have been related , general ly 

to experience and responsibility since in 17;,2 the tv.?r, <'

and Rhuve ^..o.-re. hein<-r reKunar; j lea at 1*800. IJvrerj. a

5t- AM, IE, 125, p. 179-
57- A-f% 12, 3S3. P- 1^2.
r,8. A;V:, IE, 55H, p. 109.
59. AM, I 1", 12 !5, P. "41.

« AM, 1V1, 117,• I-jiro.'r-tcr to BeatJ^-irnoir.?, 24 l"c-'.a;b^r, pp» 4/13
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IV).

J<<oi>ua:i;:e-i th;.t the L^i;j:ungp. of 

:.- <v: i^.'.nt-ljy l-ixofc-d umlor i^ch^liei, >u:d hfe-i^rrin ;in a;, offort, to 

outc.;!:! some idea of th-~ n-i^b^rs of t-eao-n potentially at tho 

ol !,:=e >:t'.vy but Inat at th-'.t time:

ts pour 1o roi ct ;..;!'-••;*, der^ures _trcp cc~ 
et ^.rop y^'i.t .lr:. :'c; - - ,. ..nts }.our c;u'cn .^it v;u 

i.i; t-yrt^" .•« 7V. •i

o-dor Coll:cvf,, hov/ev.,^- t'v- ^r^^t exp^-:j;ion ',f ble n? • vy rf-qv^i 

n-;oj..;' sysi-ratic inp; i.>- i-f-enc th.--'rt i'he ; neii-jeM^] r;iv??. ^ang to m 

V: y rv0 jer-tv ' e shi:>p; FO, a S'-'/riet; of iviiiovatlcn;-: be^inniij?-: :n 

i-r^ cuJ:-:I'K-rir:^ In t 1 -- edicts of 1683. end 168CS r s j ^i 1; ..hod a 

;- ;-:f;ular census of Sj^a^eri, off! cere, ^nd ^--f-:n all ^rti^nn^ ?;uch 

c-_..rp-~-nterf^ ;:o:»iers 5 rope- Kr:d sa.i 1 ra'-,ers w} to v-^rk<?d in ti-^ c^' 

oi' 1;} e i'-Xrlvs^. >'./ t"e 1720 '3, hr^.^v^r, ^bvF« a s iri recir.ltiuerit hr-.d 

"become of r.ur.h oor.ceTn that ro;:c;l ct-jar.ir.slcnorr. v/erc ;:ent out fee 

1724 a?,d 'J7 ? 7 to the c:ixty-four cou:?ii;; dif-tr:cts to conduct a.

r&l 7^v:ievr of roilorp1 , to divide tr.ei:i into four groups s. - :d to 

~?s tab" ir=-i t:ho 1'':e -:i:-^'' r' • ^- n ordor to spcu'r-e a

•y/e.t-h or; tho ? c ••'••^l ^d'nini^frators, a contra] bureau 

v;.n or-alod to •/•n.'ch xiie c-lerks roro to r-ak.e monthly returns listi-^r 

:-. c -0-. ent;v of Toilers in ihoir district. Although r^rricliet TCaintain 

tb; t this Vvovght about K, rreat^r oquali'y in thn co:-F?cr: ption of 

rrr.ilcrr: for r)oval service, he poin.I'.od out that it by no 'r:p-?.r;S put /-;.n 

end to all abuses of tie f.-.ypter;:» Gvch a system he ;::o:i

64. . For i-.ore dt tailed tje^tr^ert of the t-.;b,-]ect }:e referred, tho
rta-'or t.o, an'ong othej-s, J, ne • Cri-e:u-.v , Mt?10^^ -'^' 1 ' irr-:crir<t3cr. 
."livllit^r^.' J-'-'VO-j Juco-jec Captif;:?, }lLHi-l...M£l,l l.'r "-S ue f"'"c' 'oc'JiVowiov'fr'"";" 1 ;- ""rrj™, "IZrr"

' . ••: T.C-lf; t S~~" t

,:• (:l^J^^1^^2^^^:^}^^}:Ljl ^2-. ( l^1 1~ 1^90 ) - Pa r i ̂  , " 
Iv.rrichel ,



•j-equf'r?iit, d'nborrl, i:n pers'.r.ii^i in t<' rrc : ^pratique- 
rnent e.- offet, los officers di-ft Cl^s??es 
dev^nu:? 'i-.al tiros dt? fa ire :-;erv.lr <v.;. de dii 
cui bon lour se.-rble ' ; Jof.yre ler. revues 

...-<vt la f-urveiljanop dii LV-reau du Control^ 
des Classes, inalfrro le coin at: -.-.iniLJiere a re Tr 

etes «--rr.; a la t^to d^-O C.n.asr;c.", 1 
.'? ri'evMtient r.-a:, tout ;rovori 4^ .erne 
i.i« 1-urs fono Lions, soil; 

r:otifs

These abuses cor.ti.mwti right ih'^ot^h the o^von Ye;: :rs VV-^r. 'i^-rt 

diff dc^.il bios Gradis exi^en'-nced in th^ prvcuraticn of his. crews oU:o
jC'v

to the- 'lih-criniinatioi; of co^iT^isf^je-ordc^^- to^r Kofsrt;:n., J 'hav3 alre,- dy 

b'-f-.'-! d-j.8cur--f.-fvd at s-Tj-e leri^th. It ^a:- <'^1;/ t v !r % o-,'"h iho :insi:l-c-r-:i-'. r-- 1 . t:'o 

of cr~e of ^^tar f n o;ri:i^ (.asser:, Hrfdis inf^vrm-- <3, pa Hiviere on

•ire 2 April, 175? that h^ r^a-ed to ob^-;:in cr^^ ror h^s ship the

rues six navires, ,je n'en a.i qi;e d-i-ux
bien arr;:';?.^; c'est le P.r-1-isident le :?<?/>- 1 hon f p--r;:? 

In r-sir-jon qu'un des Li^-u tenants est frcJ-e d'un r;o l^;;<f 
Vincent oui travaiile s.:i Bureau . .

The Cmirt d. 'Estain^ i-rentified the pr<:b'!aiT} in a inei-ory -d:,3n vrritten 

after the

II er, I; inoroyaMe qve 1'on se so it fjatte cue des 
gen? a qiji 1'on donne trop pi;;u poi-ir vivre puis'c.ent 
s'abttRnrir de ^'as^urc-j- uiie existence honnets et 
Koi'-,nt, en fieneral , acfr.oa verti.;f-"uz j our cmr-*cht.r 
les ?ojtrr.s de voler et pour jne pas le ' i>. ire eux-mcmes.'"' 1 *

f; c> it appears that Pi! got occupied, a post of r?ot ir;coriHidorablc 

influence ••• a:: ly In his c&rr-cr rhich. v;'-i:« t'G orally unclei-tood ho ho 

.1uEuf±'icier;t].y i-ejnirierated ?-.r:d v/here very real opportunities for 

graft er:sted, Is.it pocsib] o that he did not er-rulRte hitr peers -rul 

r;i;pploment his ir-.corne in order to, ' e 'assurer \?pe existrrce honr.ote 1 ?

To n;L :r;r-! rir.<~' Porrichet, L.lj-'-ot 1 ? r.p-cific duties as a ooiwn f,Kaire

66. Pe-rrdehet, ibid*, p. 99.
67. T~e a rove, pp. 40-42*
68. M-radi;-; Gor^esron r --nce, Cop/book tfm-r.'pp, ij-i. 96,
69. ^Kioi^e f:ur la ^ar.ir-f', piiblished in ha__^evue ]v!,?r--i t'lrnc, 

]u 222: cited by Perrlohet, op.cit.
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io i^-vintc-in a re/neter of hne i;, overrents of all

]>-.r-Gi:.-:ir;el in his district in ci:'ff*rsrit registers for each 

rank and occupation, Ho ?.'as to deliver an ;dertity document to 

all of thi-.. iricJicatinr their rank, to r>e carried by each at -3 11 

times. It had to be produce-], for example,. by filers Then en- 

listj.n^ on merchant rbiws and' shipper?; v,ere required to remit 

accurate crew lists to the cprnujjB*.^ ire. The-.- 2'ecord of tl/c.sp li^'ts 

v.'r\^ not, }'.'o«.; wer, Kuffic^v-rn for tho n.^intenance of "}-e rolct.-; -^o 

:: n addii,ion, the £:_•-'•- i^^^S. ^&c^ ^° i: ' 8K- ; .r tlj'i<"-i c t.cur.s of .hi?? f.r?. 

TI;ere v/as also a constant \; 'olui'ie of correspondence v/hlcl'i h?.Q t, ; be 

::io,intai>i€:d with the .Cr ; ntroleMj]£^£r_3J_ . ^"liLJ?!^?^!?. not nnj--^ r°T t] ': "' 

r^ ir.it: sion of the monthly reports irut ,-;.lp.o to esk for niriisterial 

approval for any individuals wiohin.r to leave the s numerated 

•occvp-ttiors. Perrichei noted that much of this correspondence h-^ 

been preserved in B 2 arc B 3 in the £rchi'- res of the liorine, s- it

is T)osG:i r;le that even rcors of Bigot's corres;:ondeMce frcrri tliese years

inight be <^:t^nt.

One ruch fr&fr;vtent datinsr from 17 54 concern? ore 

a resident of SabJes d'Ol.ornvo, vho .as part of a pnnishii;«nt f-.r 

incubordirs tion at sea, had been incorporated into the bonbs:rdier 

r^ginent at Roc-r.efort. His father had fcrr.-c-aled this decision to the 

minister o.^ tbo .^-o-unds ii)iat the boy vrr -s his ^c/lo support end the 

n;iriister requested ieforrr1 t:i on from tht- ;i2Vi2JG5 ?i-llt ci< Hoehefort on the 

6 ,7u3y, 1734 ^ ^-e following terms:

Voiis ayrea erreable He faire veriffioi- :~i c ! est 
r.\r/i he!^.:en d. 'ollonnc a fournir de- r^etelets pcur ce 
service, parce que si cc n'eet pas le tour de ce 
cmartier :i 1 no conviendront pus d 'en'^ger ce rretelot. 
Vou.s rne i^rquerez ce eui r-n c 'fit, ^-t vows ^'envoye^ez 
•-n Kieii'e terns VM Btat ee ce one cluxee quertjer a fournv 
pnar ja Co^p-rnJe o.es b-tnbardrlers depuis }r, derniere 
order, nance. ^1

70, FerrichGi, ibid., pp. .
, 9. 10
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to Toulon:
•.:

Vovr, ••'i,roi;ve::-o:'J cy^oint deux ordres pour faire 
,f.-r a Toulon .ACS L>rs de Borny oi Bir/o!:, Oo'.^io 

ordinMres cn'f. closes. S'il r^-- r^vi-nt d-i^bo-nrs 
raports de leur conduits ot de l^nr capaoite lorsqu 1 
11s y ;.-,uroni, servy cue] cues rvd.s, VOUK pouvoz 
assurer que ;>e L-ropofWray au 1-oi X<=ur .^.

It v,r;s ,-i nr.ntl-.er of policy to f.-iove ad-rani s tutors • from or.t;: p 

to another, as the mirn.^ter observed v;hen l:e ir-sued a frini-jlar or.;-.T 

for tr-e S" &,:;ov^ de la P^rrine, on the 2 February, 17

jl esi !;on pf.iir son jnstruction^au'il c 
le f->;;rvice oe« dirferens tiorta. ' '

\Vhile in Toulon, Bigot R-.eems. to lic.ve n-ade a i;:ost ffr/v-.ir
•7 Q

j.mprer-sion. . 'xct only was he raace a ^oj^^s^^X^^^STi^k^i^ ^ n 2-732 «'

but the Antei;u'vLrtj Viilobltinche, *.;-.£•• badly discrruntlea when h^i 

received tho mini^t^r's order of the 2.6 January, 17^3 " :% <-"^ Bigot ! o 

iiii^ediote leturn to Eoche.rort. On the [) } ;iebruai-y., the- 

replied:

Jo »v?is tr^s toucho, Hg" i . d.^s i-eproches ^ 
jr:e faites de r»o voun avoir ps^ infonne en to U" '"' Eiyot 
et de j^errry avoient joi;es a des Jf~.ux de }>.-xsard pi;.is~ 
qu'rils sont d^fendi^s par l^crdon^;-)-ce de S.?/. du 3 
Janvier 1691. Cc;;>;-\e ces if" 3 . n'ont .joue qu'au Gouvr-rr;e 
rnont ^e r-e ci'-cya±s p.? s de-voix reorder ce lieu la co;-:;^ 
suspect n 'extant point a '/•?, cor.noitj^-.^rioe qu';lr ayont 
;iair.ais frequentes les Tripotc ot ilc assurftrit 
n'ont J<}-<:«' o.u Couvor^e^ent q-;e pour ai::utor les 
q u ' i 1 s y avo ie n t e n

Ke noted that the order which. had been received the previous day Lrd 

been oonvaunic-v tea to T3iyofc iinmedlo l.uly and th-:t he v;;r;s preparing to 

loavo -v/ithin the -twenty-four hour deadline. The ll^-p^nt continuefl:

Je promos la liberte de VOUG rc-pre center, :%" r' r , qu f ils 
sont tous Jes deux tror; bons su'letn. Us -ont hien proirds 
qu'il ne joueront tie leur vie a ces-sortts de Jeux. II« 
irerltent la continuation de vos lv,r;too n'ayant absolur-ent 
rier. f-utrc chose qu'on pnise.o leur reproch^r et a quoy 
ils ne se freroit ];as cx:r.^^^ fi'i?<; y avoienh CTU If- r.

p. 321, 
, 118, p. 

70. /." ?:



J'ls irnorolvnt au:^;i lad'' oroonrT ' o^ 3 < r '- f: -
vie:i- ]691 quo he b'cst }•••: s irouic dann H^r.onfcrc-lle 
n'y -j I'ihiU-adHaoo. Jo vouo G.'c-He, I'A'*'^ • ;^: I? '- t ° n

la :-•.-• ^dro pvblio,uo. ' '

That Vmcblarioho /-ad a wry hd^.s op-- r. ion of the officers nn 

u<--£t.-:on, yos re~o; ,;>b:: rr3 ;.;^d by his letter of iho 7 Folruary;

J'a./ I'hov.ravur de voia- ir; fo^r-*r quo P,;. 
co^.i'ii.sGaix'r- a-; la i'Tur^'? a t.-?-'u ia -pa vole qu'il 
T..'avoit donneo rTc to?'tir de cette vil.le «v.«n1; les 
24 hf-MJ-r^v; T.: de 'i"-vmy f-ot -p>:rM en r.ierrio l>.^.-^ qv:p 
lu./ tori--; les -Qyax 'V'O'rtil'ie:-; con.roe y'il?- avoj^nt ote 
or)nda^mc^ a i,u-c}que sr:pJ.ic;o« 'll r - ont sv,nti -rl-^.-rrr.ent
10 ca:-: ou lie r; 1 ^ tO'J er.t r:if- de vou^ MVOIT dcijlu etfe '1 "5 "I *
J'G.'^J vousj Ht:sx;rer, !•'//; """ otv-- c'^tt -j.-z^ l^con pour 
^i:y. carl ne a 'ei-jVu-.ier^ J.^ J.fur vie <•-.!-. un •--->.• .^. :?: 7- lo p°ur 
tr,r,^ JGf. a Litres qui r'.e s'exi'OEe plu^ ara: Joux do v.^'. 
dont'il r'oi.t -p'Ju^. cvR^tion. Co:;:ie i;es ci'ficir-r^ 
i^n'oro: ent I'nrdri^' de 1^91 ^t qu'ils <:nt sv,bi. la
reine que vou^ leur avez :'a;ro:-ee, II est dr: v-:itro ru"" J '
acuise ?.:^c^ '' de l--:ur farVce grace- po^r r»i ].>-:. :-v--r loirr;
honr.-?ur qu'ils croyent perdu. J'u^e VOV;F. ^.ssur^r
cue K'ils ••/«-•• noj-^-v.t a «'ov,hlior ;je :^?rojn le '/r^niier a -> -» f-^i.jj' ''

f en ' rsndro co'^pto. S: ,j ! a.yoi«, K^?""" '-,• gv^lcue
es^.:riti<?ll.-> a voos den:.nnder, c»i ^roit cclle ue 

vouloir bier: ricrj^- j.o?^ renvover d^ns c^tte ville ou 
ils ^:">nt fort ra^retes })ar le^rs bonnes qualite^.
11 y a dc.)7s ces deux officier's d.e qvo;/ fa ire d 'Excel­ 
lent a £P

So I'eV,ru.ary of 1733 .found 'Bi^ot. once ';igaj.n in ' 

the pert, accordir:^ to his neiiior^dii::; of 17^5 where ,

'il etoit a:'v' ? cor'rrider^, r,^ r! 
avec la plus ^rande aieance- ;t °-

!T:i s iii.rrdr.ent 'arrival v.ac arnounced to fr.-auhtrrnois by a letter of the

2 February, 1735:

JT ^p
Lc S" I.irot, .noiivcau Cci'jrdss",' du drpartcn-en t

do Tor.lori voi.-r-'. T^' r> sentera.5 IrOiisiexn-, • vn (^Mre du Eoy 
y:our ( '?T-vi2- a itoc'nefort Isn vertu duquol vcsiic j 'e.^ploy- 
erez dans l f Ests;t du port anx appoint 0 ordiv^iros ... 
Le t-ujet de r-xvn ohar:^e;:;ont a Este pox;r Juy taii-n nontd 
le tort cm'il r^voit Eu dp sV^rocier a x>no 'B' :;nnue de 
Phaeton. I/.-: S de Ben~;,y, B,"i^:adier der? Carders marine 
qxii estoft tornhe dans le rnesrho cas a eu. ax:; PC:/ iin ordre 
pour parser dt- Toulon a Bro<--;t. Le 'Roy ne v xit point 

ies Officier?-: G '^dc^naent a cos sorter de J

79. -^, B 3, 35B, pp. 276, ?7y.
r;0, >J-.:, B 3, '^8-,, pp.
81. TV* 1 i:; oi ^c, :. , 5«
S?. /',/, IE, 1.18, pn. 81,



Exactly what hin new functions were ie obscured by an iLcc.-i.•--:••--jo^a 

>,. which vhr-: mini;;.i,or wr^lc to F-c:a ! :ar:"G.i ?• ? or. the 2 
'r;:t' toj-rt :::•••:

il n,e p.';ro1r>t. ou'en rerrr.itfsant }<--:-: ^tte^J-'r" dont le S 'hv.r't v-st eharye MI::?. fr-i^s ir. .general vou'r? vyu^ez vou'. p'-ic-e/-1 OP ce T'-xinpJ, .•:.•••.:;•.<- nt et •ch'<iY;Crr le o 
du B^rfc;i' dos arrfie/i.'.^itK et (If? 0 cl?flr.--^r- a Iri. rl;;ce

V/V.tii is r<;d (^bout tbir: it: -ihfit Bigot as co^Jj-'v^i?^ ,(;.O: '. ...^-bH±.ll
•-vi-i 1., ben ; in iv^ovt .r-n .-;'^::e >-O!.V/TO?) only jn tbe f. f^vjouG ?-,0'-;U',

v.iiich a s;lr:T;(:; d copy is jv-tidntd bv t>!e .i^-Gnives/'''* €rO ^': ^P.F- ?
•*

that b:/;ot iriust have exvrcif:ed a dual, reero'ns i bility cv--r t>i« ^

'':;h*-3 authority for y^jrj^s ri.
de .-jo :-:•;;/. So it i s clear tbr,t .^^.iji^l';^/^ ^ero ^iver dua; o^n- 
:•: '1 r/ero ycTfi etJn;f;f- ar:kf-?ci to subc;tilat(=; for anotb^r o.f'fici.^J. 

he be ill OT ?/'.vay on 1 .urines p.

''-e IliGrjyjl wap ^ n corta-j*] respects, at the core of the p 
activities > for it waa there that all y od^ requir:-d for 1 the rst-rvico 

port ond colonip?? v^-re reoe? 'AfrJ cn-1 .checked for ouali'y. The 
iornir.jv of the Stores i<? n.ost h:;gbly TO. levant to the present 

study r-'^ce O?IP of the T'.cct :mpo:^t^nt questions debated in the
^1!^±^.^^:':':' :̂  v;a ^ ^-' } 'ie rssporic ability for tho pricj.-i^ arid t;'j.?'J ity. 
of goods purch-.?.Rp;<] in Quebec, So, it is appropriate to pei^e thl?; 
opportunity to de'-iae jv^-t wheie ihpr-e allies Ir^.y,

Tiie chief r^crtivin^ rg^nt was thfi /'^d^^^-a,^ who enumerated 
rll j.rtiolep delivered to the. otcres and israed his receipt 

•thoir reception. As the oj^tvyol^Ji; of (.'uobec, ?y4-.i^-l, ^ryaod; it

oj. A:/, Itf, 121, ' pp, 1^6, 137. jb'^re ?:;ust hf.'.ve neon t^o de H^ at luv'-hoiort prior to 1729 since th.i;3 or;e had been ;;;n\red .f:-£OT; - r:i::21S:.^l11. f: '- 0 All-^Ju.- 1^. ir 17?2: ir-o ^bove, p, 99 ? ftnt.19, 84. ?'--" o y •.•'<?v o , rv, 1-1 ? 511 o".



1x2

the rn' ^' ° b to keep an i^— ntor- / of

<so «is .-it er,y ilr-?, to be in a portion io produce:

UT: releve nes aa-tjclpe Gin ttoiont dr.ns "J e 'I^'Vja ei n 
fiu EOT, et L.n a- it re C- ce cui n'y etoit

-e&rd inalulairK-d that tre O/%.£1i:S153Jl
»- ——•-"- « —— «*..-!«.•,• .-. —— •*-*• .

the pr:'ci:';r of /y.-'.ods, this v^s vi^orovji-ly (]<^iied by Ectchc,

. who i

Tl ne s ( ax:isso;it cie rif rwrb rue i^oVoi 1- 1 ?ttftntion que 
les ip-rrclnno:" .<.- r fiats^-vrs ^o;-nec. f-?t que I 'on r^i.fixat 
••.'-•. ;'!urte le

the '

the 1:; /ipril, 16P9; nook A"!, secnioJ: ;} , article 4, Est^;^. no

of tl^e ,-'-:rie "•^r^-'jjri v.'«"-re specified

= r,i a "! ? . rec^.pt-'fj^ et deliv- 
L-:, et !:\..-:itior;Pt clf-iri.nerr ( :er ;:,v1 

7 a (rualite ce tcait ce qui entrora cans lew !'h : 
et prpiidra f^.rde que ler rcids, jauKes, et ai^y 
soient justes

•'•r-ticle 5 staged:

'es eet E>r?.;!nen, :• 1 f'era 1 'enreRistrarneet de 
recetto, d^'nc iuri journal, speciiiera la qualite, 
poids et -mesures des }."archsr;d:t :•-•:-:? et ?,' end tions, le 
[To 1 -: de celu 4 qvJ. leg a-jra i'eurnies, et len oi.-ares 
vertu det-ruelfl il les aura reeves.

f:r^.:.iy, article 2

defend ai:. -arde fi'-arazj.n de recevoir sueuren ui^rch.-rn 
ni munition?, r^ns 12 n ordie par ecrit de .1 ' ir--! en- 

c'.or.jjj it- <•-..--; i^-e prep-.-irs .au i;a c -';o sin» c' b

ti-tn Eust ^ave 'beee the job .which ?,!/>-.) t discharged duiiiig ecrn 

months of 173^1 -

Just -what the dutiec cf such a c^i i";l.s'2-jj? !l ^<--^-lcl he.\e l^een, 

Estebe did not report, eince there vr s re si; oh office- i-ee'lo.ye/1 et

!?5. -'^heoi.re rmur le Siev.r P/ror-.rd ... ccntrr- ii. le 
f/noTal, Pwn'r 17^3, P- 115: EK, 4° ^n 34

e'6. !v:en:o-' v- 0 poor Ouilrer-ie l-'^tebe ... ci-devant, ^nrde ees 
f.'a^asins du "^oy ... ; -.ouee, Feri^ 1763., v. "-S^ 
4° Km >r^^l(9).



One-hen. lie could, hcv.cvor, act in place of the l rhh^I'-h"i 1n 

reception of /-oods and so app-rently , accept:'.! 1^? ^ntenci^-tj^fl 

respor>sihilit;y for !•••. ra-rvifnn/r the a-arde r^-aain, Furtr-e-ra.ore ., it
J t- • - -rfW... ——— M«. _ _.-,__..- - ...I ' ••• •*- -.-———•-••

arpe;-;!-- that at Uochefort the C£i;^n/^r£ o:f the ^L-s^lil accepted 

••'retrponsiMliiy for only ibo^e >-oocs inferided '"or us^ V.y the port 

or the navy ard that Ihe c-: r r ..;i ST.". L r ; -' rk-s- Cnj.oro.££ officiated at 

of coi;,r.ioditie-.' d^;tined for the c<iloni.es. On the ^4 

^ de La Uroir. in^oT'^ed th- niinlf.ter: 

C'est rr;oy, jw^-,-, cul «uis propose, a la recelte des

r rr.ojs eel icy,, . • J'y j-.uis assiste p/;r .le
Cc-ntrol . K/iir, par lea Gfficiers ce port et par et-;>;:x 

vai&se;-:rx oui sent nor.-:v:t's par Tie C.->;:. : ..ar)(>a'nt

Thr)t hip responsibilities extGr^^ed as far ar: the pri.cinr cf 

cor ..nod: ties is n;osh dnibtful. Kslebe r::-^i>:tained that this v.-ac 

clearly the duty of the £o;itrj:^Leur aad j^te^anj_. Qaoting from 

t - ]e ^^l^JjII^I1^ of 1691, Estehe observed thf;t ocok IT, section 3, 

:-.-rtj. cle 2 Etat'-d that the ^n_tenda.nt:

ponrvoira a la fourjiiture der> ;.-arc!iand3.j?c:s, et ?.• un­ 
it ions nece^alr^R dans les

and arl-,icle 19 stated that:

1' Jnttndant ' si?vj^ra les Marches de fous ies aohats 
et fournitv.ros de ;, archandises auxqrels .11 :-rppeJ."!^ra 
le Controleur*

Cf the duties of the cfM;itrqlei.ir, hook XII, section 4, article 1. 

staged:

avrra i-n^pectiorj sar 3.'~s achats ? et ernploi 
des yrarchandises et 11 assistera a tons Ics Ivvs.rches et 

qui soront fai ', par 1'lnteudant

and article 7 rendered it rater tight:

il a'-sifitera a tous les contrats et Marches qui 
seror.-t fait ;uar "! ' ini:endant et les sig>.era avec

f.vy. A", l"i'', 362, p. 92, nnd see belov/, pp.15^-1^2 f'^r a fuller
of fl.oiir prc-,-. : sioniry.



lui ics Hiorclu-'i; ot

So tho X:VjJT.?." ': ''~': *•"*! brr;.c:nc^rrt not o; ly 

rower b;it tney wero cl.f?o charged with th<- ?;;;perv:i y.l on o 7" the r

and £rir: - :2i r;^b to nnrurro thpf, they rc-r-p >.P soK" vgrhv; !-,3:e?r

'Ibe jjjl^jdant (-. r Kocb^fort not only devoted rnuc'> -of his tar.^: 

Jo contracting; for i^p-p] ir-; but even accep-'ed ten-'-piyr ^ry r«s^ onsildi.i 

for trh v o v ; at Iraf-t o).i€ i.coa--io^ vhen sonv 1 arrived, loo .lo.to r,r;r- o;.;y 

to be received into tne !.;:-v-;in, On I}--? 9 Au~Lif=-J,, l'7? fv of

Deux- Koiillli'yrs <" : ' orl^: r s charr;|r-; « :-e« R 
pour 1'habi] l^n:'r?^t u^s Trr.u.pe;-:- o--: S" .:Joj-.iri.rii^ ?-- rriv-
erent o.vaat jji(--r au t'.oir, Coinrae 3es ;-.,{ja'-;i no e 
f'-'-'i-f-^'s J ! ordGnnav quo 1^?' deux cb^ret^'-f' er;r,;c^,s-r-n i; 
dan:' m?i. cour .!\::.?oues <-.u lenb^r-aj n -:;ue oes Ktoff^s o 
este portees au nuigaain ^, or;-. rail ou Ellt-y s-coat 
fiussitost Oi.'-lles auront este vJt;Atees.. J'en f-?ray 
exredier le cortificat du ;r;rrde ra^ra^in c-t i-on orcU-n.~ 
?ia.nce de payeiTient. Je procc-deray a'atsi a 1 1 adjudication 
de ]a l>:con de c^t

At his trial Br^ard arroed that be held no real resrmnfr; t>il;j ty 

for contracting, pTicir:^ or -payment. Er: r;ia:: nta:brv-.-d tb^t Bigot;

le Gnrrle }.';• cy-izin ocheter le« A:rtio3.^F porter 
ce dernier rrlo^e y lun <Lt ; : i ! en ^ -rrov:l r..j onroi t 

nu :11 ji;reroit a pr-opos. (Bi/;ot) dreseolt Jes oi.^ts 
de four;-.ituv^K ru'il np pr^s:o-r toit ]:our y ptablir los 
p::ix. Lorsque .c'ctoit le Sieur Er-.tebe ;je portois le« 
prir d'aprcs 1 'ar precis tj on c;;'il m'en Terr.- ttoit. T,OT>: 
oi;e c'etoit le oleur Glaverie, .je le re;;lo-Ls oujv^ot ]o 
prlx ctv3fi i';..'0tu.r-r:f; <'*.>: no"ic ;; jointeo rrox otatr-, qi*e .jo 
li'-i faisoit «i.ffir-;:^e

If Ereo.rd » j^ t^stir;o?r/ iv.- tn.e in thf-^cr points, then it is clear 

th-it KRVtral abuses of usage had been pzr^itted at Quouec. ilret, 

as E&teVo h^d vr-tabli^hcd, tbe ^^^.J:!^P;'Ail\ ^-^ »":c responsibility 

fr:r co':trpr;tjr: o ard r-o if ri/;ot hsd tartbor'i :>,<• d him 'to i:vuiert.---.ke t

?. l-'.T.oire, -^I'-pe, pp. 3:;9, 330.
^S;), p, 2B?. 

, J5r-ra.rd, . ' pp. 11^, 116.



iur.s, j;o.3ch authorization coula havo h*d no v-'.:i,',

.o.!f.ot Y;:>.v?l.l have re;:.- i?^d. • en tire]; / re£(-o?iuible -for r;;;/ .^bvses of 

c<M;fid*Tiff. .v:hic:i r^ulU>d. Ar; BsUb- ; had a:?o ^tabli^bed, the 

control^r and ijlJ^^nt were jointly responsible for pr' c:'r,<r; so, 

5 T .HrA-JTd .unou-.-RtJojnrj^/y -s'--ci-:.:. i ted the -quo 1r> tiers proffsrea by 

Jjb^tebo ;-nd Cl^v.-rje, fho nu'nrii'/r^ Ih:^ re>'(.lered hln ]-)O le^s

Kor oovld Bi^ot, cl;n^ immunity. Trou-ch he 

i to f^./?-: ;-ci tb^ i-vo.Lf.er; to hM-.-^ tbi-m priced, ho= v,>;s just 

r€rs;::-onf:iblv! to r^ to it t'r.^i. the pricey <=r ferret cryrre spe 

to t.V'.QS'-:; in the contrncts he } p.d yl^n^d, If ho b^.d s-i/ r r;ed no 

o extracts in advennn a^ ; d Ef>teb^ hrid prrfcv^^.oc5 t.;:--,.t duty, then >'.if;ot 

^d one of his chief ' rocnoiifiilh.;. litits as l^.:;-^^r:+ &.nd wan no 

responsible for hrd contracts,

As to the process of pay:;:«r.t for sr-all deliver: ft!:', the £^ro^ 

•"'•v-^s_JT\_ issued ]::is roceipt to t.b-r? supplier v--bo took "it to thn 

v.'ho upon receipt of the .llLle.rlfIl.v:i!.J: l^'.^l^.di

paid over the siini inquired. In Rochf--,fort, o^-i;-;i: to the rcle of the 

j^r-a^ r^e ar.d j.n Canada also, follov-ri n-g the advent of a

, tho r^::s or:esse3 of contract:
91 - 

a little rcre involved,' •

Up to 1745 Me%v France had bee:? supplied 3v-r^oly throa-^rh Rochc-fort 

and 1-3. E'.-chelle* The mi r< icier retained for hir^elf final auihoritv 

to apprrA-f; ccntr^r.tK, bivt jt was, as i!Jt:i;ebc T-'O^tcd ou t, Inf.^Dy upon 

the shoulders of the ^^t^^sujsjn^t that the responsibilitv for finding 

contractors devolved. Altho^rh contrn.oi.i:, ao:-;; ; t:ii7ics 7--^re fiv^rded 

through conp^tit:ivf? biddir.g, (t^dJiTdi.or^tlo^) on the whole- the rri.nist'*r 

preferred to f-n trust the bur^necn of the state to « fV:v

91. For a di 5-cr^si o-i of cv:-<* aspects of C-,r?Hdian v^co^ntirjr ur. 
the maj^j-' r;::nali;p; r-^e belov/, pp. 210-212.



At a time whor. transport *as slov ard fira^'-e precarious, the 

kclvwrtag* o.f dolr:^; business v/ith a lor^e cor.-oorn *as the 

of ,?„ relatively sure delivery of acceptab.le good?;* .As 

observed: ^}.riJLtJ.£j:naires were chosen:

;rvec soin, selon les /mranties au'Jls offi'"nt ; 
p^euniaires et gars n tier; m-

A^ide i'roiTi tV-e building ^upplrl^s for t v,e fj^^t': «::.---od, rope, 

'•-.arrvas, pitch, r>nd special raotal • v^-Tts, pcods yf-c::..l.i.Mr to the navy, 

uu^vaijablr. fron the pi'lvata sector, a v;d v.'^nsequ^nfcl.y nrvduced 

directly under the si.p^rvioion of thf 1 I^rine; n;o.r:t c-.iM'-o'iitioa v.«ere 

obtained under oor.tract ritb prJvaxe bijsi):esc» By far tho largest 

.item on this Ijpt-was fcodct-uffs f^r the fleet and colonies..

It va.s the practice to negotiate a ^neral co.r: t.->-«ct v^-ith. a

o'i rationc to the fleet.,

Since the quantities of foodstuffs and particularly flour required by 

the colonies fluctuated greatly from year to y^-wr, the?;e c-irLract?; 

v/ere ?i^ £";otij*te.i ar-r.ually upon instruction- from Versailles by the 

r'.Tttftnda.t^t of Rochefort, usually v/iih the repre tentative of the

resident at tiio port, the d^il^-te ur^de ̂  yj.

lie h&d the authority to conclude contracts binding on his superior
.

a;^d so it was-' or.ly under exceptional circumptances that the 3.nteiidK.nt

incister ur-or n«£oti& t.inrr d-jrectly with the I^p:,it-ij?rj!

hir;Rclf. Suoh a c; :iHe did, bowever, occur in 1728 J:'ollov;in^ a 

particularly u-ns-'i tie fact or • report of the c-->r.d-i tion in v,'hich flour

?. A. huchene, H:.^ojlr^d^^Pn.rfjnccr: _Colon:'f0.endf:- 1^""""' "" "~""~ ~~~ ""~

93- -co AE, S-riec' France, 1359, PP- 35-59- Traits dec \hivres pour 
• les Vaisrceuz, Ca.leres et Antres hJat:h;;onc do 3?i I'aj^r;ie j ous le 

noin d- Claude jb'ort'»j24 February, 1750. Fort'contracted to 
provide .fcodstaffp to the naval crews rot only at sea but else, 
f dmr; let- Ports et "Rudes, ain^i qu'aux ch:; our;:.eti' rt dnef len 
Bopita.u'x OP la harine., pe r d.r int ^ix ^rrehs, a 
prer.i.er Janvier



1',-y.

h,,d r<«; ch'.-d la Martirnruo earlier in the year. ilie minister haa 

been :.\> f'r.iioj-ed that he had threatened to viihdra'v the Crown's 

bi;^-:>ie,'3r, iron the ^rvii.icrmaire, Bonneau ,"' In oroor to emphasize 

the. determination of the administration .to ayojd similar deficiencies 

in tho future the in I:-' rrdarrt • str^-ored Uie ^^^i^tio^fU;^ . lo confer 

with Pin personally /' ano. it VJ.G only after. three dayo of 

<. 'cri^ojiious disoassion during.; «irJch the i;ni£r:da^rt h;;d repeatedly
'

tj rt--a-iv--ned to ihrov,- oppri ths co::itrs.ct to p- blic . hi ddin^j th«.t a

iiratually HO. ti:;facfory srra nr^ir.e n t vv, -:-,:-. c-M : y

jn principle contracts whi.ch the _di_pec_te u;

signed for the r^t^Pl^I^li^ ^vfcre regarded as biudi?^, the 2

!--:: ;: ; CH.t.-ie ?;ac o v -ly rr;-.vii-:iov;^l izron tl>- minister's approval., 

Follc'viii.; ^ .'.'other unsn f isf^ctory ^i;ipjr.ent of i'lo^r to Sta 

:-n 1733 •» "-nd in consideration of the price demanded by the n^

of 1? ^i^:;:i£l ^^ ^^S. a fiii:^:liL:i> ~^e minister decided not to ratify the 

contract that the ;LOJ: £^-i:J;.t '^ aci passed with him and he informed
07

that he had rr.nds other arran^-i.ner.ts to procure the supply „'•' 

t the -government c.id not. "by any rreans adopt a strict policy 

toward its supplier:-?. In- the case of lai r:re and unforeseen fluct­ 

uations in co;.vr:onity prices they v/ere not held to their original bid,
'.".-.

at least in a case where they could .have h-d no good reasoh to 

arrticipate a steep -rirr ir; price, .01: oh, according to the nnt

wore t> e circufristances Luri-'-nr^ding- Le hue ' s !-<.rtter contract of

Or. the 2"-> .]\;ne, 17:54 the inj^no^t infovr;.<-.d tl;o minister that he had

not held rhe supplier to his on: -tract:

94. A;/:, IE, .11?, "ni.nistcr to 'Si.-auhnr^oin.,- 26 October -17^:8, p» 283*
95. .A;:, IS, J/-.7, '^^.harrois to the rdnifter, 4 Deoer=Vb«r- '17?8, p, 2
96. AI,:, 11", ;;57, 'Oca^.hf.r>iois to the rdnistio-, 14 Dee^a'ber 17'^B, p.
97- A'.:, IS, 119. '22 .^ce-ber 1733, : p. 475*
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129,

etc bo is ur.res leur arrivi'e dam 1? p^rt oer/i "o la 
clr- 1, .-•.,? do -on T? a it to, ce ou '. pent avoi"' cu<ir-huo a 
lour dfoporj HoareM, , cett- C;v_::id^ <";i Lion, oalhe do oe 
haufraac or ces 'razees pauvtnt avoir c^Oorrent p^uii^rt, 
joint a ].a peri.o de^ ancr^ :v ot aux J-pera.e^ ^./:t.T-aordin- 
.•3J?x-. s qr»-: ce fourrtj pseur ?x c-.u^port^.-J1 - e r i r '^tte occasion 
jn't-vi/.v-'.^rit a far.irc recevolr cer; 69 p~: ecen r-^;.r Ja valour 
a la(]ue:ile e]?es f-roron-t esjtimf ̂ .«-, eu crai-o. a la d.<?.stin- 
atlori nu'ojj..-s rxv.::rroat rivoir d.T.it: le r -:-r-} , c'e.^.l r.o 
q\.re vor-.-.- ferez '/^rifiorj --n ocsorvM.nt aus^' l ;i '-f; K 
tl^fiiu.t':- qui 1-ur tiont irppulex- sor.L ^.ut.r^s q^e Gf:ux 
qui ort €t-* '—-Kiriirefl <J^n:; le Cor.:-:c il de conr. •/< :iotlov.

u a K(.-chr:rort le 21 jr^y^ J..JJ50 noiir .Iwrer de la 
lite dt'G bois GG Lorrair;^. '•' '^

LVch sub?id;:.c.3 a 1 -*-a^ to };.Hve taken most of the -rip 1 : cub of

contract^ nr, iraldi^ the buni^i^r;.- nn tis^jr-ed ro--uj. to 

:'vv;-h r:^c-jr: ty, from the .'ro.C'-.rn point of viev/* (n:,'-::':t to 

have robb«d the P\;r;oliors of fJj juftificatio); fo^ 1'ir^e r-rofit.?: 

but cl'-srly this ^;a^ not tne p-.-v-.vailir;^ attitude of t' 1,^ fi^htfsor- 

C'.-rjti.r^/-* Thi r, tben, if- yo i; a^otber pr.Mind for quef-iticvrni-i/r the 

equity of ^ho court's jiJd.f >:r.^iit en th?; Bir'ot r.:ffair si;ioe or^ of i.h 

T'or-t seriou:- clvr^s of -fhe r^-osecution v^-as that CVi.dc;t h^d been 

conpeneat^d. for losneK by procedures not auilori^ed :' ; h.i s <:ontraot

Besides the cortrsetin^ for f cod stuffs, ^h« Kocbefort corres­ 

pondence teems v;iV-' .inforr ,9t:iori upon the arran^ernf-ntr: for procM.rj n^f 

n-.irnitioMG, unifor.-r;, -^r^ , camping equip:a;ent for troops in tho 

colonies and even tr-ide f;oods. These items ^ere 'oro cured from 

St. Joan d'Angley, ron-i^.uV.yn, Tioron, St. >]tjer.i,e, a>:cT f;vc.-n ^s far

y ac Lyons, through different jJ^J2i'li9ij r ' nArt ̂  • Tboy foilov.^r-^ tiio
•jp.-j 

pattern of th- ; contracts for flour.

3i;rot v.as ir^ocd ch--r/;ed with the ^rre-pn de" //rj". vaei'rts in 1754

;.,nd in 1758 ^ coverlid for de Ruin in ^pj^^ictuorjs^^t 'riadoubs v;bil

the latter was or a tour of i m a-otio>] of the

, IE, 125, T 
KU. See belo^'/, pp



15 «J'ar:vr-.ry, I? 59 the ir-'f •''•c1 ;jnt irforned the

v s affair-PS do fa'd.l)-- f-st.-.nt ^r 
a M. Moot, roB:o>I*saii:e de la r^rine, J] •&•<:• 
la po-nn-jssioa d'aJl*-r pa^er \;u ;-v is ou six sei; 
a .Uorde^ur aprea lo depart do 3.a flu to ba o<yoi;.e po;u- 
la ioaisiaaue, J'c-f:-ere l'^ rao vou.s .arrcren que jo 
j-."/ K:-riRf-fcte «?e -s 'av^eruer '• 'iiuiv.nt plus qiv? je ::>::ir 

efa-i t de son aplioa+jr,?. r- iv ; - : plir PV,S devoirs 
le deln^J «^eo ^r, eintfio oi .j*-. v.f! caluy q^o ;io iv,y

oe R\;i--- r; est(5 en Anjou p-r von ordres i^ 
10 '^ -

.^111:?Hil::l: s_ w;;.? tV;o dt-p-".r ̂ i ent . of t;'---; port cr^r^ed y<lth I'.he cr.p- 

vision of i.hr'.printf. It we old .hgvc rep,.ited to the ^'tor^.nj; upon 

die ships thtt '/'ere available ,-?.t what time, for -hat purpose. No 

dr-ubt, it vas this clev-v/rtri.f-vht "which t.dviKed tlio irrU-^aiTJ. that the 

^_?on wfald CT: tv--o snail i'or the v (.:>;•/ a {re to isle Key ale in 17 3- » -' Ti 

T^co.Rif:ienc;ed it fo?- the c- : r^ing i)i 1.7^9.""i'" In all probability-, 

this dep^r-ip;cr:t monitored shippiri^ rates and irifornied the i

from when and at v;hat pri.oe !:e could r-^rit tonnage.- The jjli^pdapt t 

hiriipelf , was responsible: for ch^rterdnp: ver-^^els thou/di E^i-chnritc 

even offered their «ei-"icei3 direchiy to Versailles. '.VritinfT to
•,-,. .

• •

ha3 r,ois on Ihe 11 October, 1755? the minister inforniftd hira:

f vour; g.yes fait f-o-ivoir aux S
R--,Gtr : ,?;u et Ai]';rd Belin que je dor-neray la preference
a celuy d.ont le navire nera lo ply tot preot, at qui .
fera la cor:d:Lti<^ de Koy le ^aiijaeure, Les S"' S
C-ryon et Eou.ivp.ne rt'ont a.uftf:y iait des propositions,, 

vous ]:ourries l:;-ar don/ier le nieir.e a\n :-• qu'frox , 
autr-i;S s cette ooncuri-'-rjcs ne r.out etre faa' 1

Ho doubt, the 12HIa^lL.^§.ADr^a\!]:^.» "^ie lll^^^IlLlJI Office, or

role, ooi:ld };'ive oravni iro the contracts for the l^ 

ture.

aay crovn poodp could bo loaded onto a ship, rrublic or

10.?. AW, IE, 568, p,
103. See above, pp« 30-3".
1C-1. AM,' IS, 123. p. 271*
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/•:• T',r-r.U.y, thin proi^c I tor v:a:? l-'tsod l^rv-'O 1 ./ upon tho 2 r

.-a resU>, le<> ter ;o ' p^c s favombjes OMO VO.UK n-.n 
~? v ndus en oifi'erons l.e:;:s :nrr con enrobe n'orb pas 
peu cor:tribue ?: "krv fair^ dcnr.er c-eUe d ( :sti ration,

:in Ihe t:ir- thnt r--::.-inr:d In hin i" dr^/h-fort, -;i^o-/ v-ns to V.o

giver- -•every ovp^ri.vni !;; to irnr-'-ove hip Vn-r,;] »dr;« o r the

o r t : ;e co].'-- 1] ie^.""" Conj-:-o-.^r,tly, he must !:••- vo Er:cnl nuch of the

Colonies £>flt!i3, in the port, to hrvo oi.-'-ratcd r^mo^t ;i.z a ?i;b~ 

on of thf.: Cor.trole eir;ce its nain ^Dtif-s o.pr:oar to hovv hoen i.c 

ac.CLv.nt i'oT the SIXTHS .--pent in the pert on colorda] H' ^or;ipnty, to 

:: v»R}>:;Ct "heir or<alj ty arid to look nvf:r tho ,i -houl<U;i- o 1 ' tho 

s to inn^re t}'.at they v.r-rc o [ ;V: -tivcly dispatched,

y-ii^ot first arrived ^n l^chcfort. hi^ :ur,::)ed:iate TUV? decors or as

h-i.d jv^ct been ]^;t in c v arge of the d<7. r.';rtr'-.r:t.

On tho .12 J.'-.nu-^iy , l?o B^auh-rnois informed T'ourville that the:
T Tn xS Hoocuart, C'-.^v, ' " de la y,«r-lr,o ch^r^c du d •..••: t^i

des colonies a.rrivri icy hier su f-roir ... ,je dorneray 
(a lul) ccjur^urrlcr. tion. ']•.- teuton les 
regardant lee Col orJ e p. ^ •

/:- 17?4 --'- 1''^'3 £92.r:lt-L?^.l - ;a<^ ^ f':ct h-'-en annexed tc tho 

since on th- 11 Heptenjoor, 1?25 the ^^erjitnrt ft •> dressed the

J'ay *'U 1 'honv!0^.r d-5 vr-u.r ":ar^uer si; r:oi^ de 
J-.rjr. dernier qua io vouo proror-pro:.; s v.-n :-irrar c ;e^i 
au f.u.jet du d^^fril des Colonies qne M. hocq^art r,e 
•p'zrut pl-,?p; i-u-ivro r--r les oc^vv'-tir.?-:;^ q;:c luy dome 
I--- C.-.nlrolle,

he eui?f:ftpted t]'-''.t :i t be n'iovf-d to l}?e :

13.0. AJ,:, IK, 1L'9, P- ?-H.
Ill, .Al'h, IE, 35?; G:ille&- J To-qvart "•••-• s >-•-••-red cc-!-.r--:'BI-.'

In 1?29 "re roc--?ivc(J the titl^ ir:t«. r f.l-:-n t" i"n'



Ainsy qu'il y * 6 to it levcque I.', J'ell*;rin est venu
ca ce pert et rVsn ohargr-r le o B.vullot, Co;. .-jf: prlr;- 
r;;: pnl er-.'^ablfe: •:!-:• su.ivre co d~t.%il, Ooi';-'e II- I'o • 

- i.ies y-u>; Je VQIJC en reravay ivi ton couple

That cclo'dal finances \;sre co/i-plfctely separated from 

^v;.-l ;-<Gcov,;--.;ts. in 1750 L«s boen T-O l^d," L " but it had olready beon 

the practico foi 1 r.j^ny yenro to keep ^ pa rate, accounts for £°cKh*

to the coj.oides. "^ On the 8 June, 1737 -De la CJ.GJX, su"bc«11t.-

for ^uU^ois, beJd-v^d t;.at the «ccci;ntin^ ourkt to be 

j.^dt- e\-en ,-:x...re tlioro::,^!. No doubt bis .T\-.-.^.''.ar position as cbief of 

the f]:^^:i_^^S±^}j^±r: K (-v.vij bin -'.b.c Tiet-^nfary insight into thr;

to observe that tbo port v,>to bcrin/i, iMcorr^ctly debited for 

^tmed for the

Le FivrpluF, do L'^tat contiste en arrues, ^n 
outils, ustenciles, i:,ftrchandi8es et autre?; Effets 
tire? dep. ma.r;ar,ins:. de cet ' Aroenal ;ror.;t-i-.jit a la SornrriG 
de ;«6'7GO irivre^ 4 cols 7 dernioro. oec eorics Oa 
c. on^oaunationn .qi>«-: fee font pour toutes les colonies

considerablfci-^iit ccllcs au Fort qui p.o-rr- 
beai^coup plus fortes fja'ellen. ne sont. rccll^ac,, 

et ,jl teroit a soubaiter Ll?;i% CjU 1 ;]! y out des fonds 
T;artic::.liers netacbes U<;; O;. 1 :^: du Fort et destines pour 
£-,o.b%-cnir a toutes len (Jepcri^or, dec C

Perh.:.p3 de I^a Crr.-ix 1 ob^ervatr'en i;-y:.ce an Jropression -upon the 

rnini^ter. On the 2S Jur«- ;. 1739 the i.'b^Vvb'oit v/?!.s inforjiied tb-r t the 

budget for Tele Rcy&le for t-e ycor v, £S j62,57ij livr?_r 17 coll 

at ''^ r*n^therf of the 14 July infon^ed him:

A L'Z.^ard der- -^.tenueo a falre ;;i,r les for:ds 
de I J I-::le Jvr/alle, je vous ay marque par ;.» dep.pche 
du 2b r-u pois d ' qu'il f elicit precornptr.T ru:-. 1 ces 
fonds les pri..: des ¥anitlrns 5 Vivrc-s, et march;; ibises 
destir.on pour c^tte Color!ie 5:. le ii«ontant dt£: lettrca 
de change oui ont ete t-'r'es tur l'E:;crcice Cf/cr^.ut 
et les parties q^i ec trouveroic-nt nvoir ete payees 
?.-.n frr.nce. Ainr; Vous n'avtn qu'avoir le rronUni de£5 
envcyr, -celuy des lettr«:.p de change -nuit-^e^. les 
parties dC'^t j.ew pn;^ ?.•;::•••> nr: : ont ete ordonnes par les

.112. /-, 1^, 353r r-
113. Se* above, p. 11.

-• e abovfe, pp. 107-108.
. ;ij\T, IE, 366, p. 156.



,tatr; de d.^frl ration; j.'Jt r^r la virus -eiv- en ;^nt^ 
comitaler le.'i roU-ues ? fa: re, s-ins "^ ' •"<*•-•- ^'-'

que :.! u<: h
t-uroit d{5 ..-rjvoyer de c-s
i'U etre. forMG vto K-T ce piod la. '-

No longer v.-. r- the colorr^ s to be ^n.b?:jrii::ed by the iV.ch^-To

ac-nunta. l!o coubt, il; ^afi 1.h«? ricrt ' s j >Hr^^L;^

v;,..-j.lti have £upv!J>d Ihe ^.n t en a/^_t -v i i h trie -f-./v,-i;.-ed stati« i-^c.s.

i^o il, is ooviouf; that lr^-e v-.s iO.Rr:ty oi' ^at.-yda} in iV-e. i;o^i 

r-rchivt: fvc::n rh.ich Bjrot co-Id f^^l^^^e himf--c.ir-v.'ith the details 

of Isle noyalo's Hc>.:i:-'ii?.tration. jndetd, hi,- career t-. 1759 ^^^ 

t;.-ken ii-j.ui sucr;eKs:ively fi-o;r, one dopar-t^.^nt to anoi,h--;r in h'v.ch a vr/,/ 

as io jr.sx-rc he i>-d a good ^roirndijig in <VJ.l o^pects of ru.rine 

pdr-indF-tratior:, In this respect, hp v/a:; ftd-rii/.ble rruiied ^; i.?-i>.c ov 

the fl/J-7:Tn:!ptr*.-tive di^r.ction of Lr^ ; chour;.;. ho dou"bt, ho also h--^ 

learr.ed where the synte-; c.rald ho exploited for ptrs.vipj profit. 

Sir-.ce a discussion of institutvoraliKfcd i'ra. d has already b^n- 

ipated ir. a number of pl^.ees, no 1 " that the j.nsl itat ' 0:1- ?*».-•£ 

l conventions of the Feri-o hnve been described, .it i:- time to 

no\re . on v:ith tl-e preat^/r confidence to a detailed di^-ra^i on of 

•f.ecul'3-1 ion in j'-'ranoe, on the hir^:. rea^ or.d in the

I T ^J It ' •



U. ;der tl'c h"-ad:L>i£ 'l.^a.'nos^' * a whole spectrnni of con.-;;-:;:-.-o:".r- I.

iiistraiivQ r-raei;<'^ --yn^iivj; en . the one hanu fro;' tiie 

presets b-r'adi:- /:yv c t c prwninent V^ Trollies pr.r-or:aJd ' ler;, throivVh 

the ':'isj,pviearr;ni:^ of roods -in tl>-- porU; ui\d QO lorries, lo the j-ort

abi'S-es of iu; V' -.oj.-l -';y cauf,.ir:^; T::e >'dsr r '^c<? oi'' .-innocent 

::^ .ar..r: th:.! ctarv^i.t..: en of orci^'-rry pear^en, ••' j 11 be e>;.ani r;od ,

v-;'de HCQCO of in.uui:'-y is T.-'.:<. ; ui£.i ''.e siriC^, tnf^o phenf.irr.-ara v^r 

alj ryr'.p';or^- of i.lie ^..^e atlitu.de tcrvard >:.n/ :-^pt:!. on vrhich •-,(•• t only 

:-v- d*1 roseJ.hle r.he Sirot frauds hut -p-on junxifiod t*:«/T, in th.e niird^ 

of t5--e accuse:!.,, -Ar "Hi^:ot, V; c. nter;-|-.a^,r:y', o/= A^:rn:l s o'

-rervtce v-as : 'un cl^;o^ s u;i K.blir;e d^ faux princires d';.d;.iini^-tra i,ior:. • . '

vrr-.tirr; Lo Hi^ot or. the 19 April, 1758 admitted that:

T,n corrijofdon ni- 1 ' :i -icornretence r^p-i^.ieii!:. ^nn r^yie- 
jfK^nt c s ans une col^nd.e co!.r:re l*a (..'.•••ri^d.a , n:ai.3 r,u 
l f s rvrts c^e Frr-ricn. ?

T;'uch of v:hr.t th-:re is to report is little more thsn iie^rs^y 

alle-rat: o:-i. V/M.1 o insuf.ficiejit to 'covivict 1 tho

v;hcr;-; the accusa.t:;.-ous v-^.r^ r-ide. +.hv- a

of evidence vill • il "Ju.rvtiv-. t.e the general rjr-sv^iptions upon which r:'i 

^r;d. coio?ii;.?.l ofiic'-rr r./:ted. Although Vy no n^:-:.>^; - e-;-:ca"i:';^ Pi^ot 

of h..:.? .'-;':: r-jouv- c-;.-ii::cs fi gainst the state, this inc-.vd.iy will at least 

re..", dor th?;tn dr tclllv-;ible in fl:e context of contemporary convert! ons 

fevr-ral ::llu8:ons hf've alre<-dy been r.iade to the c-oe^t

T;Tv.-cticGs of ofi'.icirfis at Y^i sa.i j ley . "but to yet fY:?? detrdls have

con prodi;c^:d.'/ T:':esc practices -.Uvide roughly 'into f' ;i o

.1. Cited ry Fjvj/roult, F^'F1 , li. 2S2,
?. AC, B, ?.07, P> 3047""*"".
3, fee al;ovo; pp. 14? 43, /17, ^9 ;-^ ;K; *



the direct : ; rt,; cipn t-: on in trade \vniureo involvir^- a notentia"* or 

eoofliot of 5ri1oro-t and iho ace*: pi* no* of tfii'ts f;::' arn ^

r;lrato-o a-v1 burirvi-rs n-on, R^rardin^ trade i 

.Duchene

II c-lait ad;Ti:iA' on 'or; rom-it ?• L-< fo.is eonc-licr 
no;- foneiiono ot. scs irn.oreis pr--r:-:ornsl;:', s-'a)'":^r a-A 
V^soin d-::.; unes pour d-'voZ.ope;- le;.- auUv-s. . ^e ri '«''tr:it 

::ysiei,.e 7 inois or. r:e s'en c-.-.cii'ait p^y, L-'^Tenp-b 
de haul; ... Colh^rt; d.p, sor. cote* tout (--r; so

;:;i riro-.jrousvij.^-.nt ^cor^-^ cos ceniors de 
l'Ii'iL.at s j-ii f:ra- ;v]v>;M l-,ii v,/-iO \r-:;5- /•T^yr:o j.'or ! u..-i'~-' 
r:Sr,e an XV'Il'' i-iecle, 1 e s- : -; .:^;lc^ da T.oi vitritait,

o 3 quc 1'on fit ronneur A. r-.-a propT-2 •

>-- Fo-'-cade , th^ -^f ••:;i^r__ corrursls^ dfir^colonie^y for er:'

plantation at (V;.ye?-.re in T)-.ri ners>dr v.--: tii lie AliiSM^Jlk" -"^d.o t and

t}.>--- grYc-nor, d 'Orvillierc-; a c- rbjjje which monopolized adj. t!-,G

T v^cuti^e power in the colony, v^hnle in France lie- Fores. do v:'j.s ^oil

p'j'ace-d to receive f-.vr..i.'rs from "\\f-i if&z chants of La Roobo^e v.-v,ere bo

sold hir corrjr.od.it 5 ec.

i>acbc-ne a"!^o reported tbot ^rm;i"d do ba "PoTte obra.lnod for 

hii./useif ,

: un privile.oo Dour un ba.teau de pa^pH^G cii'on /- 
vr-tmd. qu'il vffernfe 200,000 liv;r-v<r. TV-V;.- an D

in l'/.{j6 be also obtained. K eor-ooosion at Sa.; nf iOoiuin^jie, To rbo 

";r-ee be V^-IK coripro.Tdred by tr-.e.ss interests 0;.-d."-TiO irade no attam.pt 

to -ssoro brut ?^ poTollel ox Jots in '"he trode his brctrer, La Po r te 

lanno, -v.v-e 2" J 5.^.^ i °^ -^* IV;i:;infri.ie oor-d^d c.n with the 

of Gradis.

Th?Vt tr.e f?rst ^.;: ^:: ^ knew of ^nd oond.onv-d b:J3 brcbbor'r

is i-rovc.d !...>• the advjoo tv at he i'n •• qr.onf ly g-ave Gradio

A. -.... . _ 
3, A."-.', Dor^ier de Fororde; cvl^-d by b^x^dno, ibid,, p
6. AT-', .Uoorior Arrini^d de b-i noi'^e*



th" hi;r • .'•'.•%;.'% In a letter of th'^ 7 February, ]'/% for o

-T;ail r: reminded t'U 1 Li Porte of a conversation they bad ^a(J a t; 

V»-.rs?jill£i; in the previous ironth re^ardirr La Lanne h?? le'-.ters o 

exchange, ^r,:.d:i s report*-;-' that in conioraity to the first .coriirc j^ '

•?/.Jsher he had f^wn orders uhrit- dr -o j^Uern w^;.lc -^ol- l-^ y^-oterat-.-c

i.f the;; v;ere ?-';fv.rtd by Vr rjvvt .end. Co^r^rv of T.'arrc:' il^n and. Luker

7o p NgntrrS . • v;h;/ de La Porto w-uld he reluoU'-.nt to authorize thi'j

con-,r.on l-r.'^a.l ^?- rce-Vin-^ i:- difficult to ^nder^trind nnl^rs V- !;.; .i«>cd 

in Vjvep the puLlici t.y of ^i:^ Lro'Mier'- af. fairs to ^ r:inir:vo.!n, . Tb:U-; 

theory a :•:•;. r^.r-y to receive <;o^o r-up-oort from Or^aic 1 letter to La 

U.i-.ne of I.-:} October, 17^5 ir: \vhich it v.-an j-;vr^-T Ftrd th- 1 La 

rdr;'it be r-ble to repatriate yfrne of his fuuds •' hrori ~h provi.si 

Peri^r'y fleet, then watering .-.-t ?t, 'Pominfru^. dho^ld )-'e ror 

to be ir-nolic-oted. Gradis vrote, he ou.-d;t to. 'j;or^ p.?roitro 

cuelqii'-on us coi:f iaroe '• , V-/PO vv^fJ-d 3 end J.' 1. 'L^me his sir/j^ tur 

A strik-in:- p-irallfl !o his relations vitli Bi/rot in fou^d in 

prorvise to la T^nne c:_ Lho 1.5 February, 175 !' that he v;.;uld provide

ar.y y-^rn required by Arn^ud ae La horto for t.he pv,rpof--e of c-cqv/LrJ n

gland. ho d-. -t:.bt the de LM Frjrtc-- » :recc-^i;'ed th;- 1 dJPcretlon

requisite ir. such t^.y.icp •:• tions,

Lesides dif.-cuss'i;'.:-iT the disrc35tir,n of ].a Tonne's 3,eti:ers of 

exch' v /^ vith de ha h'orte, . Gradis v:a&- al;:o i; 1 the habit of G-r^ult;' r,/- 

hjm. mrior to taking cou'r^ernlal cecisiors sv.oh as the insurance of 

c^r^oer. o'" s";:ar. In a Letter of the 1.6 ILrch, 1750 he ^^^ at />-at 

r.?:ns to apologize for 1 .': -v .". n £ failed to consu] t de ha i'orte rr:i or to

7. Gradis CorresT;or-d c-noo, Copybook Kurcro. ii. :hl£a, 23%
B. Gradin CoTTfcKT'onu^ncfc, Copybook Avncrio-;.p, -:., 9^;--..
9^ Gradir (;or T"ef-ponde vice, C-^pybook .Aircriq;•;'--.,, i. ]05*



1 ?0 hf.».rre3 r. of ivy rusnr .vvhlcih la U::>:e h"d f ' 'hvn-kf.Hl rn a

:•:>•. i •;•••- tho pi - r y i <-.",; r, Jjec- :; : cer. OradI:-. argued thai 

K-> i'torr. on -oho enr-.-^ch h;.,d been !<•:-; ;-::^ tijoy had on]/ -jun 

ir.fo7-.--.-r, of tho shirnerM-; themselves. Si;;ce so r-u<;h t.1:,^ had 

!;-:-?ro y.-r;.?j cv^r;/ r^;;fon'|-o i^ll^ve ih,..t tl>c shipi: M.-^J V.j-:o:: lost 

:o t-\rre h^d not Venn a jr,o:^nt. to IOF?D ' K-.fore -Jr.fin'

;- soT..-^,^: cor; IVvr -?r.P:- fM.'dvr-r^. la .ll 
::n a d''v.--\e r'' 1 -ve,iro ri^.r^ ? ce q 

'.Trii ?u-i fait r-nur j-.r.j-s Tierce. I^« cJ.rc(^ ii
,:ajter sa.os <:>'^ '"

rf^ .fr:-ro ai; }.:at-,.-.rd de }?-: T.- ~ I?.; et c'est ce-
v-vons C;;«-vrc}io a evi -;,<--r ti? vi\*v: nt rior.re narty
v:crto dc l^nif- 1'OLSS ..sc'urit, i tonr; <~n;e v^-v^ 1 '?;v.r.'vavr:'rjr. r;

•'.r^aiia de La rvvte v.^ii-: ^Iso cor:r.ulied on th<;' «,> . edier. I "'or 

ret atria IP n>: La L,^r,e r s fM.MOjj tlrrcuph }!5n pro^.U-io 1' ing of ih.e f 

]•€> unproved t l ;e ^-j^vtCtsr.ri.or; '.^ai La, LaM;e n:.1ght eiiibark lr«Ji/::o on 

rcy&.i verse! s as an alternative. V/ritii:^ to La'La^ne or: t-.e }7 

I-'arch, 173^ -''adds o^K^rvod:

•'ous r-royov-.-. cue rour evil tor ].<>s risqucs d'^ttrc 
; "ix yous n'ave?; qi.e deur r.nrtip a p rend re qu'il 
seroit de j/rondre des Ic !; tre r- de chanre r.ur lr.^ 
trenoriors Genera1 .::/: a 2C-p::/-< de volre ptrl? jiour ?.es 
.desver!:---:F d.^a Y^ du Koy q-j.'i ncnt ohes voas ou 
d 'on.ferqner de^ indigos d;:^ '!.cs vnlsKenux du Poy 
lors^.u' 11 f? rcvienuro.ns on ;'r-r.- ce, II n'y a one res 
deux f.;eules rr/oyr;:!.'? q^i puit-Fent voup cor-enir. J'ay 
mcfiie eu 1 'honnt-ur d'oii conferer a d J " lieu avec ivrr 
votre frere a T:,on voyage dc Vercaillen. '--

"radis v&s p.-:it5c-i:.l-v.r]y enthunl? c tj c rlout ibi.n proposition since 

he v;.-.3.s.to it.'ive a half inicrf&t. Naturally, la Lar.no v;as to acovore 

thdw sp-ce tdroi^-h the influence of his y.o r--.it: on:

coni;cns qi;^ lor:-rn.3e 'vo^c DI^ pore rep n^ 
de l'er-iO;:.dre qi^i doit ortre che:: v^^t: dt 

-J.r '•'•.-••ns J:CTI vaiwseau et dans J.es autres quplqv 
les. d'indl ('-;v~i qn 1 :il nt vcn*s rcfu^era r;^s ce

10, C^-.dis Corrr-'srondc-pce, Copybook Europe, ii. P-^la, 
11 ^ G:?;.idj.c Correspondence. Copybook Ar^.i::iq-o, j, 115a.



140,

Tuat to the use of such influence there was attached no stigma from 

Gradis' point of view is obvious since he went on to observe:

Si vous souhaittes if voug vous faires signer par 
1'ecrivain ou commissaire de 1'escadre un recue ou 
connoissement pourque ses indigos nous soyent remises 
a Brest ou dans les autre port ou ces vaisseaux fair- 
ont leur desarmement, ou a nos ordres. Vous poures 
meme, si vous le juges a propos expliquer qu'ils sont 
pour notre compte ou le votre et le notre.12

Gradis benefited in other ways through his association with the 

de La Fortes. On the 1? March, 1756 he informed La Lanne that his 

ships which had been sent to Canada had been given orders to return 

by Saint Domingue. He hoped that La Lanne would accord to them his 

usual bounties. As with Bigot these favours consisted primarily 

in the instruction of Gradis 1 captains, and the assembling of return 

shipments. On the 2 August, 1755 regarding the captain of Gradis* 

ship the David, Gradis wrote:

Vous aves la bonte mon e de nous faire part de 
I 1 idee que vous aves, que soudain qu'il sera chez vous, 
pour engager ce cap a nous renvoyer ce navire a fret 
sous le Commandement de son segond cap et que le S 
La coudray reste chez vous pour y faire la vente et 
le recouvrement de notre cargaison. Nous ne pouvons 
qu'aprouver 1KT cette resolution et nous vous en faisons 
tous nos remerciemans quoique si nous eussions le 
malheur d'avoir la guerre et que nous regardons comme 
tres prochaine, le fret de 18 & 20 E(cues) nous de- 
viendroit bien honnereux.^4

Finally, in return for the favours Gradis did him in France, 

La Lanne used his influence in St. Domingue to see to it that debts 

outstanding to Gradis were paid to his correspondent, Benech Le Pinay. * 

Certainly, it was entirely within the province of the intendant to 

supervise the payment of debts by colonials to their metropolitan 

creditors, so La Lanne was not making an irregular use of his power

12. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, to La Lanne, 24 February, 
1757, i. 159; for a fuller treatment of the Gradis-La Lanne rartner- 
ship, see below, pp.260-262.

13. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, i. 115a.
14. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, i. 78.
15. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, Gradis to La Lanne, 

16 February, 1755» i. 12a.
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1-4.

];:- ir tho ?'•'''"-•'

t, - --'r. : r! ^ao ::u'

rosoieur^ ont provenu a "'oroaillon. >•' Po^ot do cat 
o v 'vOyo qun loor a pronis d-~ lour orp "rocorer Jo vonte 
In T..J.U-: ov-nUroirx: cu'il JUT o-oo.; o '"^* . < ,i. *'

doubt, this arra:V7f.Tr^ut Jj«il T)'~eTi In fnice f.;r l-'i'.:- p r>-3vj our; ^1

. A i lhouc;h ^rl^ot 1 s favour Jr. tV.o jj-'.-J o ol" trie £or.(3.s -.-ouJci h

. It in clewr tiiat Cradle ^ve no inor^- triar. Vi.is 1 1n.

expsrtj Re, Net only d:'d the ;/:-;. >.i r.tstratorr: -^ the "ull v-'-jr 

.:O of the g^ocs bvit th^y vero r-.-v en bd ] 1 ed for frelfh- oharr.es. 

tr:o *C> .Tar-^«r^.-, I'/ 56 Oradia vav/te to 1^ Hiviere:

"oic.';r ; --. :-hV/ -'f 1^ cornr:to du r!-A;;c-:"ent c n fret
^:i:-lp:<i-s cue n^s s.vo:is c?^.^r " pour votrt: coir^pto dans

dl ffVri-f:nts na vires bo:.;.r Quebec cui so nionte a 
5-»9'"! ^ livres 6 «C:!G, Voi-^ . fu?r-es i our ^^reablo de rou?; 
credit tor do '

^. a valuaiO o favour to i-.:o adrrjnirrtr-n.torc'T'his v-r-'H, Jiov^rth

it r/culd not hove been sur^ri si//o hod Gradis 

in r«r,:rr than the n;ore expodit-jor, o-I hio accounts,, At least 

p vvcald not he expected to feel oon;rtroi.j;od to rrote-t to La 

h:!?-. r<oal for tho good of the ^orvrice. Yet, ho r^oor -r-irpe

a:.: op;o-r-f-o: ty to do d,uot that. On too Jd< July, 1755? for example, 

aftor hovinrr dosor^bod his doo];orote finanoial situation,'"'' he 

cent : or<od: . -

On nous allou^ra o^pondant oo on'on jugora o 
prcpos ot r,ous oororo too;iours ti'o- oatiofait 5 l-eoroor, 
oi r.cut:' avono pr, rorp":! r los irr-entions do Wonoolp/ 
Le Gardo '^o Sooayy et o'il o ev llox; d'etro C-^tj ?-t>,it 
do r o.tre ootivito et a L'oecooo^Je cue roro -r.-'o?u: porte 
o.r ner,f;.r:e^ent-des jntprets di;. Roy. I] .n'y.fi rpro ooi:?a. 
sev. 1 qoi pu.iyse liOus flatter lo rdi; o et nou;j 
de nos poinen et roinys o-r prur di.; -oroffi.t ooos 
e::ir;o?io point^'^

'?^,. Hradjs Ci-n '-.!•; c^d^ncs, O 
;'?. dro.di?; Corr^KPo^'-lerce, 
28.. Tee abovo,rT), £0-21 ,

p- Cor:-op].onoenc6.f Cooyhooh

r- « ?0 April .1755 •> i- 37 a
1?,??,

, j.



14 5.

Y;hat v,; ov<ld bn t;-:^ point, of ;rjch ao elaborate v/!ea if f-raciis hm-::'/ 

that the ir^n t- va^n it war, ;;dd?v-.sed v:ar: a cnrruvt cynic, com. p ted 

ovan at hi;-, ovm hands? .

Docpito tho roJoti^o dnnoconce of tho:?e X:l<;.i\t:;iTJyeo whor t v >o 

1.1 in -.inter n --•':-, rd about th-:--:n 1-e u-"'r:dQd that they OO-.KO ia>n'-uia ttly. 

On the 24 February, 1756 Gradis jnfoyvied Iviaol:

> :'ar une lettre ciuo -nou^ avnrjs rocu co ••;•"• do la 
Porto, 11 7 a 0 jours, 51 ?:0!,s rr;riro;:o qu'il avci t etc 
pre:-,<-:vrho nn ^onoire nn iv'.inir.tre tvae n^s cort;nii; t> 
!•• f-^.-er p;Ar ma vove de:; ;r^.cobilleo rrj. r so v:r;doit 
pc/ar lo:5 ^.^yr^ins du Ifcy. II a- exj ;-,:' d(? rvo;/ ran. r-vrolJ 
de )•'.•? rlu:;; me ino ! lor do ^es or.o/:ation:; a:i root-irro^t . ny 
iridireclt ::'ont- .Je In lur ny don^-; o'; faisant .--rponoo, 
II me i;yj-(y,.o ou'il vows euriroit oour -vr-.vn d^-vioder

^\ "' ~f^* '*"
la r.t.'-'.e chore- A.insy W" , r.ouc v >e i'alrcms rion ^^.oso 
d'hor.s on

therefore uo \s\ Vr,.rto v:a:j not so COPTJO -oinirod by the f;i 1'tr v"o

rr..d received ar d hir; brother's trace .-:>j toi-enst;-: ao to l^p^r hir:

in the disciplir:e of his subordinates* In reply to

3ri s letter on tho ."'^otiJJ^^ Gradir: wrote:

Je cro !..<:•> cepond dev^'r redujro an. v:;-.,; tont c--.---^-rj.
a ^asse rar ire,'- jr.a-i rs ot acrit j'ay-.en conrxv.' r.' :-ance dec 
T-ootiiler dont ,il o'.a^it, :h;n 1753 porr ;?,iyO llvro-, 
<::: 1754 pour 7,680 livres, on 1755 r. O ur i^',/,7? rivre«; 
lo lout on capital, fraix et asseuraacos ar.i dopart cc

Ho even beliovod hinicelf constrained to dipper;. Die an :^r'oranco of ho.v 

they v/ere dispooed in Ganrda:

Q.oant a I'eTnploye qn± a etc fait en Canada dep :;;jr- 
oe &es p^rotJ J.les, ;;o 1 ' j a-o

At first ("radio believed himoolf bound not to in(V,ri: : La 

of tlT-- reasons for hip suddei: refusal to rd.ip the T^oJvUJj?:

et-- oaa? doutte sarvoas de oo cue•y»j-\

je voas ay niarqvo ] 'ord" ' (ierrji^r au ounet des 
paootal.leo P. a? r, jo ouis ];orrnado ni;'.e vonn r'o ]r ; 'a 

at- :rjbi;o 3a cr.-ure d'ra't ol>:aao--a'rt de cetto 
. Ce r.ort des inot?;noen (a.i plutot de ri. oraro 
^Tjt alrry oxige dv; nioy - « .

5 n , ''„-• dir (-orrrtfcT.ondencje, 'Copybook -b;eriq-i;o, i.
51, -radit 'Co: —^r^n-dence, Copybooj-r '^ur-opa, 10 February-



v this ro] uc taroc tr di.cu^sn I' c a p:'r^r ran ov;i.r^ to

ri!; froir- de Vi Porte s-Jnoo Graivir, ¥."-"-• t on co ap ao;;i

C'o;M- ur :.--•• at :•,<•>* ti-Hi quo <-foive a I'r^itio do rx.-lluy

V/h.-iti.ver t ;>,-_• rv,-t^or,r for thic ro;--rvo they ^..;nt hsvp c

or u-:.o,"i c-v-rpo^vv-u1 by La Kiviere'P i;;;t or i.^nitj^c? b

•v;rotG iiin; all the uci.^.ils or; tho 2 jV'a.rob, 17-36 :

re --nl:; iriG cborr^r, ninn ire-?- ch<":-.* r^onr-ie 1 :-' 1 de
'l J^-P ];;our .lo T,r< ;•??>•} nt., cp]]n. 
psr -M 1 cio l-i iV;?--1 ;^.. Jo !lv,y <i- 

^ y~^ f.'i.:rci.l« o 'l^onrn-irr «.;;;• ^-ponc-? a I'r-rJro q 
il mV-n a donrte. Je ne •f.'ojr.- qi;i reut r-v 
ur> i'...er.r, ire au I> .i n? si?-* 1 o^j lu^ nr/y-. rid q-,:o -e" ' "''S
<iiv^j-ir'OR racotillf-ji ronr !•:- cc'^v^ie clfi M" 1-n 
d;.1 hr/'. -••,-•.-•) OP j.s. M«? > ir:.c? PI: qu:' ;--^ place i-s ;.:?irT; 
jr.-'": .• /'i f-'i n? fiv~ J-ov ^ vv^'-'be'*, •I'rr.y c:r ;; f< " ' j 1 r .r- rr- r '?v| ^i''.. 
l;r/ donriep -une c'--.r'n<,-.-; si:??n:;« sincere ^.^^ 

^ i'f-; i t JV::,,OT;^S a rr^r:^nt s^ru: luy

cue ceJ.lp -s\)Toit T>:> fairf; ;.ur ceque Guren.ont on doit 
avoir p;rv^sy ]•:••;- ob.jetc. Je ne puia con^f- voir <i\>~.. 
T-'^ui avoir eu la y ccha.nRete d'i.:Yoi;r presr-nte un par 
t;:eviol're. Tanh-.s de deccu^r. : r p'dl eioit posRiblo 
rr-.'-iis que ,je n:- v'cVr p':^ si:rtout chore ooiirir-'^ri^. ."' -•

In order to ao^.u^/;o 1^ K:ivi-re'^ d.ir-.-ipyv;vi ntrr-Gpt, Grruris had h.cT:id. oii'b hope 

of alternate v-ntorT-T1 :- res:

trouv^-' 1 ciep atfrii'e^ r'^'ti or:llereM drins 
quelouo" i^toreto V'-.>ur r^/ous oe^c-.ayo 

prol'it ef;Tr- 1-& sr.r Jes r

it is cloar fT-c". a r;t-rie,e ol letters -.vlth Wiich Lv1 

d GradiF- IfH'.er in the yrjnr t. v:-/-it the-: o^1'::oio.ls we TO at leapt 

.eager tc do bu^incsy '•'!:'• th Gradis an ).<•• \vfi.s to .': peculate v:ith t 

On the 7 PoO'-.-^bor, 1756. Graclis b^jrlrtied to asi-ruro h:ira:

r-ur la p'O-.^r.^se quo ;; 'ay eu 1 'honneur de vouc fairs,, 
Je vors er- jr.fori'oray en t'lns.et lion. Ai^;-i« soyos 
tranqul ] r, ot c^-p-es tou.lo-^rr. :i"'jr le r-^noore -:t 
fait attache:^;: L aveo loav;(;l ;je

>?. Crrn.lc Corresrorjdor.ee, COT,;/book l>jrop?=, 13 February 3756, i. 22^0,
"}J> t Or?'d1 n Corir'f-.-.^por^l-enr-o. ''Oi^/boo''" "i^.i-op-i.?, j. 240.
V^P.. Grsc.is Corror}..o:;-'de;'ice, Ooyyboo 1- Europe, 13 PobrrM-;. 1756, :!.. 225
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i /i r,_.--,/ *

en counted hJ;n to cr^vr a pacro l_i!i _^e froi:: Gradis:

• rjc :;-<-VO--<--TO ptif: <:;;•? ^ li: ip;ot puisne ohto.nir 
de TV: -r;r; IPS j on near rnvonjr de optte s.jv^e «-:n rr.-i nnc . . 
Four; f!Gr:;ir:e^ hi en 'civ^-rn^i? (pA'il vous nit consoiHe 
do noun Horire mmr nous A< :' re i;n eMv.o;/. Cola avoit
*". -e ctM:c*;:rto ,-rvec nos ani:; cr.;rmuns a r-'on rUv-'-'iev' vr

•Ai'-vpi M vm.i;? et. eux i--.orrs ?.•:• tie:Pni tec et nov.- sdre^ 
cr'.ir.ir.o JJ.G r.0t.!n; i/n on! ch^r^o a V.* Es -ie.be a ;pc:v .pr^- 
poi.-r nei.i ;:>i3.1e li.-.-'r<?s, dor ^ tr^is '"^^r vis n-^ en­ 
virons ot les c:;

'• :i n ox>:ot vcO,ne c?r,oi,r:-ed to

. ,

'

! d-?r ! ho P;;: -O'- :11* G tsiid ^r^Jl tp.ft:; rro:^ Y;hi'^h Lrx Ixlviv 

•pTv>""j-te.'i ? his .Crienrh'hjp vith ('iaO-r, p-riMiti^d hiiu to procure ';

Y.c',3 for his bro-i^er-ih-Ja 1?/, i;;- Sr rJrnchet^ Y,'ho

j ,<:>-,ri--!er;;' r/ccep^c-rj^-s) . .4^ 4:he

accountant at Verr-ai lies, tPl;- pioced him ir a far r-\ore '-v..r-: 

frijct of :'--tfvr>- ?t v.h/.n ti;e - ; s^ r.ce he bee -•.•;••:? r*: •

i'or the accounts of the s.j'b- contractor ;i;, H-fi"!.l a? for the 

one. li-^d he v:-| shod to cor-;' ; pi:ro with Cradiis and POanchet to raire 

the costs of the euh- contract and garrer a ' kick-'b'-ch ' tjiore would 

nppenr to have been no obstacles ir; .t);e 'v^j, but the evidence 

iridicntes th : ? t not only were the associates r-imciilio^s in their 

RCCOL- --it-inr: but Oradif^ free sentry exhorted them to look to the r.u-^ity 

of itc-T:? supplied* In a f-onpe it is an ever; p^rater -Irlbute 4 O -t.hoir 

integrity thst -under' such te.vptinf: circumntancet; they professed to 

v;)nt no morn than a f;iir cci, : ;r^ osion; and fron; thoir point of v:'.^-v: it 

\;:.;~ on]y ri/;ht thnt'if a frier:d could do t):o work 31,3 1 as f.-f fi ciently 

a/;d. irif:'>:r^n^:r' oly as r. sirr-nger, tv e friend t:. v :(-;xild pot tho contract >

Gradis '" letter of f,h<-> 20 l,':arch . 17h6 ?-Vi0^s thnt 3I.-richet 

fo ?>.'?; IT: ed his accounts tjironrh Ln Pivj^ro to Gradis v;ho upon v^rifio- 

ation of qi^^rtitles re-furj'f^d tl-nn to La Hivit-7'e in ordr-r that ho 

rrlyht add in both Gradis 1 r nd Blar.'chot'g coinni-^Eions. Thin don-, he

:>9- Or r.:oiiG Corr^i-ipof'^nncG. Copybo-ok /-^erinne, 10 I r^ror 175?. i., 
,10, n^j/p; o Corre^pondftno^, Oc;jybook T'biopo, to La iiivi^r^, "9 T • 

1757, :;..-i - ^B,



returned hbo doouinor; !.;-- t. : > Ci-adis v.-ho in i.inv: r,i;pfi?:cled the-:, to tho 

^n^7-al jxcco.^r.t beio:-.; seruH :v-; it to thr minister. bvon h;^ ' ly 

thoy v.oulci..all 3 arc! on La Riviere^, e'er- for a third i:;ne:
1**

• T e VO.UK oiivoye n' to-jte Kr« T-ioc«s quo vc>v;.
iv.: mi ;i pour la fourriJLtur-? vie .1^0 c:r-)f;r3ier3 q--o T.r vot.ro 
Bef.ufr-.'-T^ KM fait Jblre avec 1:;. I'acf.uro rur laccojle 
I 1 on a\:.r;< a ten tier <i *y ;jo:ir;c;i*e. 2p;b no:':iro r^r,\-^ ^'.vvmo?

- et il y at.;-7'a nusr.;/ c- qu^ vour: 'i\/ ot luy /iU :lv . 
^ ywir r->- s t^in^n ot ^o:l'-.;;;;G. LrT^oue .j'avr-^y 
iVicti^- en --o:;!^ ei, tell^ q-,- ,ie ; ! ols lerj port 

- !•; f-^ctnre goner-.Jlo quo ;ie do^n fojT;;f. ^ pour 3 a 
r?u;e t:;>-? ai; vdr^ x I ro , '^ -'-

/'.K if bo rrrphasise hi.K ov.-r: c I ; j n i,e--;:n . (/orfi at I'isV of rop'^ i.:; t,-j
.-,

it is ie^i tini-jto to ask whM. t v/n^ic : r the y-oint of rrao;; rl'.-odin.'r tf) a 

.fej !;-.•; I^rcenirt), f'rric:?. r, rvrlr.d^d TJM, l;i-;itre three c'i^.yn ]>:;/' or l-i

v-.r aek.:ln^ for }sii)i3^ir was

lo i-'iece do 10, pu-is v-r; outre c^i/j 
qul esl ? p% qul opt i;no ohcse d'tjza^ et rlr-nt, ,je 
:\'.'ori{-.e?-ciy roint et cu'on payo L:0:i-e ^: 
a "$ ot 4 P'^, ccjla ^uiv;:nt IT-K Co^/-'-

Gradis 1 cor.coriM tor cost r^nci off icienc/ dr. llli; r--trn ted by his let'-er 

to La Ri-.^ro of the 4 ^.-pi-ej^her, 175^ i n w ' ' ; <^^ -^ p^oVf! of Bl^nchot l s 

cor^tr; ct for 1 7C)7:

• T e con'pte rue I- Blanov/:t .ve sora jni n .0 r.-eine 
do co-:' '::'.: no'-er • 'J e 3 acuatj; oe toiile et coutil qui iry 
auront efo necess-iire -pour lee cirsc cent caponi^rcs ot 
lo.s 60 tentep qi^e je 1'ai pri.€ cie? noi;.p- fy 
aura obfenu cos toilles et oou-i.'il^ .^u rrei 
qri Jijy aura o 4'-o r.ocoiblf . II co^vier.ora oii 
travai.1 .lor o <'es oarn:n.^i-f. K et tevt«p, or rout-v di. licence

'.i^-"; 1 ;.^ ,;je pijicpo ler, ^^cevoj.r ioy si la cho"-2
iol'.- .-? 1-; fin ao X""'" ];•.•,:!:- ore ie v(n;x IV; ire en?-nrte

or?.s en Janvjor ou
et cvit^r p.:-/;- rooyeri 3cp ?-;ifto^eG de oee r-:ors et de 
oollor; du ri'-'-r-'j

'j; si? tor-i v i-l-~..?' had «]r'O o'btaine.d a s\3b~contract for 

-rr:.dj.vS v-nt on to

Gradis Cor-rospori'-erjco, .Copybook }•>;:..rr.po , i. 2^5 • 

43. (-ranis Or..rf;-v-c-:-;der;ce, Couybook ?]v: rop^. ii. 114-



II iVu:dra 'p-,o -v^j.3 ayrp
£ J.^*^ voiro bolle noo-ur, i'aohat dev eho pe;<^x dont
.ran U:;: cin ix'or IP Car.---.-!;: ; derx: dou/aiaes chnresvx'

demy castor rip grands, UP? doo;;;a;no iden A craet 
et 9 doui".«.:r;f?s a rv\:;me nioitjo >rod£ en ara^a h ot inoitf.o 
on or- (7-1 3 o.o lara;^ et le^sr etar, t cer:tine roi:r 1^^! 
s-- 1 : v,- ; ,'; f,-: n. II ",--.•;.; dr;i fai ro 3'.:t J;re Irun ce;: 

' . r;<rn e^baller "! 'c- r:Mjr;u'r
:.i.= n no -;c-; :; cle X

Cn the 16 S*-:]^tfi!i-1:-cr, I'/So Cry.fi is rap, -vf::i :;\oro ex]'J. io.it in

to LH Kivitj-o t)r>t he expected Ttffinc'i^t 's .r^oos'to l^ of fi?T,'f. rate

c,'.2r.il3 ly: .

IV) i Ion rol ]<~ T.jalsir. oe pri^r 1.1 '-'o 
,- e t;-:: : \rn iHer vj I'ur'et 4 I'^u4 ^^ ' - 1 ri e r.': ; r 
pourq-uc 1 e tr-irt -«oi t fail; hi:;. nne-;x et qi:.e ;ie 
les rscovoir n-u'.ir, le ten1 ? <.;!••.;• ,j^ loy

11 int. there ^?;.:s need to keen f^--c'-:ot theae aiT^ni-;::r:ents wa::

c-!t in Grtidii-;' letter to la Krvicre of the 21 

After liaving pro-pored to s^nd .La Riviere hiy ^'P 011^''-"' - 

(essentially pov/er of attorr-ey), jn order th- 1 La R.iviK-7>- :n.irht 

roce:ivR payments '^'v-lo out to firadis frvr; the tv'"<-or;ier ..-oncrp 1 

5' c Vlf ::l':.^S. ;"' n '' fo'i"'v-J-.rd t1 -'^ su^s dlv^ctjy to h.ir brother- in-law Grndis

L'ob.jet qui r.-ous ^.r:--;afe ri ce'a n'erri; 
r"--- r;7";v, ;<-;• r;cr?'o?--r!e n'ey^nt a\;cune coii/ioi flsa^ce ne ces 
aftatre:^ d'autart ore je sais Qi-'on ai;r;e beaucoup a 
parler a Pr.rio,

It appears rhat at t:his tiiiv? G.ra.'h' s hpd hor-ed to trirM.st t}:e bulk 

of h lr l'hv:nc:^l adr.inir-lr-at.io;.i up^ri I?. Sivlore's shoulders,, svi:co oa 

the 2h OctoV-->r. 17-56 he

Men tr*: s chcr M" de voun re-
i

me ttre par i':a d~"^ cu 23 d^ oe ^ois trois Icttres de
charge ^ r.otrc ordre pour M oe 'Bnuljcai-- a 15 jomrs?
dc? vue en .-ortr^ri^ij.te dr- crr.v.o vous n^a-v^;-- a::rov:c-1
(the suri v.as "00,000 livre-g) - . . ,i ' tray fn-re x:r; petit tour
en ville T.:oi:r vou;- fa ire ^'- ire 1^ proci) ration PP. blara
c;ue j^ r-rr^.dra;; "a Liber te do vous er.voyei 1 ^f:in o;;e

46, Grocii.?. Cor.r<?t-.)-; o;:uoiA'^, v'oryhovik tlprooc, .ii.



van; 3 aye 11 .3 a bonte de.K rardcv de ver;; vo 
ccJa voun r-»!-oit, jndif ferent voii.i pourries 
r:er-.-j.r p;/u"~ lournir ler< quittar* <.:<•-..• r: den F;<>;;,;;< : o 
•vi*\,:j 'tocavri'-s aar OIF' ['c^r.vi Ux'-es et f;MCVU:~: 

< OV^F; a VerE-'c.-.ilJvjr vour, p^uiTles "ice ' oor; /•<- r a r:

sera p--;r vor-; ;.••;. in - r-i '• '

';.rt iron; t-,o' conyj.-:.:: -!c-.ii:..j .na t'-r^ of such ?i cor:i!!i^:rion it v:orlfl 

pl-.:ood another r.^.-.,vy burden UT;OM tho rhoub-'rrG of 

v(.r"r.f-/('i orrioj.-il, j?o it ir not :.:.r, - •prl.rLn^ tb^t L r >. 

H> ?-•, party to -Mi.-- ; F;r:hGi;:o , Ah '.!-.;5,s:t tr.ir; ^ r; th=j j 

t v -- 'Jcit'-r of the lv ••io'v enroer, ]7 l:;6 in vb:ich it vra.s cib^-
!

. t Ictterr; of •:•;•:•: ••}'!.'-: t :/ :e , La Kivbo

tb-. ;'. :"-T-.--.?4 r.ipd to Bo:rr:vau:r. vj'-.ye "r; dis hlr^-elf v-culd }i:;v^ Kud to

"" 'csr-h 1 br-r,-, ? ;;-;(i fo.rv.'-rd pay;;.eois lo bis Huo

aJ. *.bo;jgb -I he Vei-.'-:;-i.lj.p.<-:- ••••. dr/rii?.! c; tr'-r to r.-: ^n^^ed in n %'.•-;••!-- r^ rv;e of 

dubious activities vvhic-!. tlje mini: t^r atto'npted to ^top. on ' 

they appear to b.;j.ve o>-rr-r^/ed. tb^t ' .dj.;£p; ; r o ' and ' r.'rp: d'_7bc:£' ' !- c
c! Q

3\vjr..e-ne referrod,'' Tbf.-ir re.la tiorjirliips v;^tb Gradif; dr.- no'! , n

to havo :i':.p-.ired ei tbi-r hi FA or trisir ov.;:i concern for tbo cfficienb

air.'-.-,irirt.Tv?-| -.ir,.' of Ibc k:lng r ^ affairs ^r:d if they ^r-.d Ibeir "ri^nds

p/.-'.'fited , v,as not tb -•!. considere-a "bbeir due? As hr* s boon o'i. 1 served, 

("radis dei;;^rr;.'.d little r;:ore of tV'.-.r tlr'in that they ;rc-cc:rii- -end. his

r-'ervioec; to :.]u:; jj;i.nirt'L-r ?-nd •-.•;-..pedi!,e his psyrc-nts. This fi';erned

Gnti"-3./ cor-rect to ;:-:: n.i'ncR be • alvvr.y? at. t x^te-i to /rL-o fir-sr. rp ^:-

cf-rvice* If be advanced Lionny to officials .like. 'La Rr-o-as= en ..letters
c,o 

of ^xo}--; f rjgG,'' fbe favours be req\;Gst<?d in rot^rr; r;:ch as a list of

naval officers ^-^nd pbipt:, tbou-,b useful, v^ere in themselves ^rin

47. Cro/tis Ccrr^spoy-ro^c's, Corybock Vixrope, i|. /Ob« 
.-!??. Hr^dir- Cc-Tr^PT,ondf>r:-r.f- t Coiybook J^irooe, ii. 2/18. 
49, u-e above, p. 3^«

. On the 2'7 Aovernbcr 1756 h« ord^r^d his Psri:?
;.r,d Ranpuet to ,'73 ve La Foquo 2,^00 li.bf>€ ,s . fcr - - ; .0'tter of e- :.;h' ™ ''

ij-v;dir-T Corres.; ondenco, ( "op^boo!:- '-a3.ro pe . G lel^ruary 1757, l.i . vi3. .



lordly i-.he -ere th'iny, mr ho raid of <.:<.*<> nf Gradifi' •o<e.r^

Diiriji^ the J'/JO'n ;-)r.d 17/.0'K t!'...:re v^ro repea-ea co.'rn-^.aints in 

the ports M;d colonies arout trio qi3r.lj.ty of £oodr. r-upplivd -,/ ^-° 

yors tn the h.-riae ;.i.; I'-^ri^c. On the 19 August. 173- '' I:G

^rr-vi r: ; n t hv->\eiv-rt that I*. 'hlrro-i, the

v;-?.;- r:o t Gf.ri.ir.fi.ed t;)th ^ ^ on ;:•'.• r>

:r-:,nt 011 ^ to clothe thv! troos -

rj;';-: ^crit ,--•» 3. ! 
l; cnvoyo ]^\r IP {--o.-iM? qixe 

r'or-t poin- a- i'onfip, •-- i, q^'jls «-u'-'~(>nt <v.' la r^irie a 
servir a

, the r-iniKt^r '..-v.-H.inucd, -.3 '-.-:?) hats had been p^oi.^d ; u 

••'? 1 s cf-nt«.:-r.'.iri,'-: the o^eafi of ^':;r.-'- c-.r.d cora cC^.ently •:.< ;-v^ r\:ir r:d

i.o r>'urij tpor:r:^-i_?-o K^orc) he :,-.d had •;.}>:;••' rait .1 n. rev; 'r-nrj. 

mini;-t:er did not endorse .the theory that thf.y hnd "b^erj repsckcd

.?:t liechefort and. restricted V.-^^elf to ackins; for a re: ovt «--r.d

52•r vigilance to th-3 JI! ^i;d^hV

in the ^V7.e .year the Thaieter :ra ' s°d v/.ith heaen'.rrioi.s tho 

o.f defective cloth Bent to Canada for the Ireii^n "ir^de, 

"tocq-oart, t]:e .iilt':-n'hvrv1: of >'e^; France ^ain'taireo th.-.t .it vas cf 

poor oaality than it -wa c - driving tho "IV'cManG into the arns of th;

to f.ra-jd in the manufacture aad lexitv of the insr^ction at Rocl:efort:

M, Hoc;oijf?rt rr'ecrit <jue ler> Garde Ma^a^ 
es •-C:^ fr-a-ts de frectraa?c at d.e ' T ia,(ar^ sort tre;-; 

'-ecoiiterif- oe la qualite d^s Holtrw, Doi^r^je^., cou- 
ve'rtu.ror de 2, 3^ ^^ 4 r o:'^tc 0"i ;-^nt 'foiirniej;? d.'.:-- 
|-i3:i K quelcijos onn^^c, tt Qivij.r.; ne pa-u:vt.nf v/rai 
aux sciivo^es 'ni'avec; hien ••'<.- la per'iie et aa 
de le\,r valeirr, co;. ;;,.(- la oualife dee rr^rerr.i'di ;: 
<^ut n'eetre r-s hien car^ue A. hcchefort. 11 me aarque 
qu'il v(v-;s a rrie de f:-oi:ro ] 'ad;h'oi.eation T^-a::ove 
lee fo:jrnltarer ^oier-.t faii.es eevifr>rn.er-?^r} t ^ ce o f 
illorj'--, - 1 !- °^ e:;toit ^atrenant , ,11 convlendrtvi t 
eoua i.t'JcT:-: ce n'en -y-oi^t er:vo; :-er, Tu- G ); i a^ < ch-,rulio^s de

»^ „....__..

v. A-,:., r-, 117,
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porv-.-nt -;. pr/'er^r do cor^ere^r avpc Vrs /..nrl-'-tr; <::<'• 
q-i n toi-.fi *>:•;•!•.]:•! seroit T-TV/JU?":: crib o:,^ a la f-" ior'1 oIX '
v t an (>•": j:...-rcc ^ -''^

? thi? >;:>;- or',^ I'on. Hr.,cqi3«.rt v/ar r:i : - Tnoro jM.ene^d v^i th the 

ra^- of-I7\3 th-^i ];•;- h'xl l-'.-en v.-ith that "l 175?? •--« }:e 

i.c-.;i t: :,?.-!, i.i' t]>c ?iui!:'-.vitie:.-; at Eoch^fo:"t T^ok^d the tire to 

good^ PT-T.... r-]y, then t >•.•:?./ f-hr/jld >'/ rpc; p]-.rv;.isec) v.-y^n ttif;/ ' -••••r^ 

oa In i;.-,finflo . Ir. ?.-. i-.-tter cf 1 iho 2/1 :•:>,-. v-nt-fr. •'!'/.; > !•:• the 

;;;ini.pt'.;r. de 1;~ Cr-^r;: , v/bo '.var. njbf ti v.j -^inf; ,j.t Hocht:l.Gi-t i'or

the-

:i nt -^.i d 
a c ft- •;,-•> con^.i tion-

•"-" -'- i.'^ted trat rathp.r than obtainjr;- tl^.-ri from the .iii;.

i..".--tter to ] urohare then <..;irc-.-ctl.y fyor.i i.h 3 ;

3' '" T,/ : rict, rie^ocih-no de hor.taub^ri fj.o.n't M }:OCqv.:.rt
la pro'b.i.te-^

That the £]£n1_t-; or:---:; h^o really h.-;d a //r^at advan'a^e over T--H 

ir',trrit:!on :s cle^-- 1 from an e^cnarv^ het^e^n P^auh'irrio? :-: ^ri':< 

er :ir >'.;:ril 1733- On t>;G 7 April Hrnuh'.rnoiG inTornv^i the 

r icier:

de
IiL'ocez; ver"b;?.l de la visi'tc q-.ii a estc fed to de 

Stoi'fes i :.^ ,ln fu^rm.iure ' ;'u. i^v-i.itif.iivi;:. 
d«;-5ti-ot--;r-'. nour 1 'hablllf-mer.t C'-.T; tr-u;:,es don colonies* 
r-.-.-^B Ktofftrp M;jr r.'.-; ront psy ds bonne qvallt/ a'r.?y 
c-o vou3 '1 o ve-/•••'s r:;:.?; le ];V-cez verhrhi . r .o recte 
de c:es T-1tr)ffe-r,-.entrTnt %"• T^'^'G^ -p^ndpnt l.'-f- ;:'ar;teM J f ay 
ordonne r:nr; -P en fit der-.i?: Ir; •-•;^;ii.^ et oue Ion cho:i~ • 
frit ce qull y r.i:r^. de r^J lour -POT;.:- cor::n9ricor le petit

nt pcur Quebec. II y a ';%r v;n defav.t dntt 
ns 3--2 foi;rriiti;re f^er chype:-r v . c/ni * '^st pos excv^ 

Or: l'.:-£ o n;JL- li^ri o.:."is l : ai/tre t-roi? ;;. troif. CO V:: ! PO 
v l^-f: troin tvilles, F.R.IS "jo 3" oh'-reau est 

tit de forTTiP quil riy a aucv;r c:oldat oui p-..:!:-.<--;«

, AM, IE, ^, p.



::vrvir de K.ar;:i -:<:

n rr,n.l r-tisfait d\> r--o; d 'at ten tion "p.i'il 
o i>ni tic^j£.t_re_j a donne A In Fabrication 

p t>.T. ••: i o f :> s . o i. au-chioix 'Ja'it - IVni

to

lo ;;arty quo vc'is (the ^''on.^^'^) a'^'s pri 
d 1 0rdo>-:;:ei- lo chc.i:-. ^e ce qi;'iJ. y ri;-.r-'. de 
i"f3i j.lf. i3.r vo^r o;.':r:T'OF^r -Ie pet:il 
Cf, n Trourcn d- Oar;;;;

eirh nt.

.. to s-^e to :! t tn^t th^ I \vV:ioh vraa
t: 6 

"v.-:C to I'O T-V. ';: ' ;--ced ,-y but, <v.' •:'*;£ to

Vui to be acc^i:ted.

-"J "ly

jes euch r,s -flour, ^pjrits a^d Ir^-id v-.'-.-r-: of t
r,v

j ar^p.quate ?)nd rroke in transit.- 1 'J'rie b.:.:ar.ik.el:s in'-e^cJ^d i''~r

_the Lcvis?'ar-a I^d.iariG iv 1?>2 vcro too -s;:-?, il to bo o ;' •'•::y ;.-.se to a 

Althou;-;]'1. it r.-^^nt hr,ve beer; due to incorrect desc:r^ ptton? 5,ent frr^ra 

Roohefort, rocqufir!:. o'.n:plo..b.ed in ]?^4 thr-st tho bln^K.etn f-c-nt to 

Ca> -^da v/oro no" of tbe proportioiis specified ii, t ; 'e -invoices, and 

J.a f.er Jr> < v o ^--7^ year it vos re;_;cr tr-cl t>:ot tbo 'qu-' ."' ity of-c?otr: 

produced at J."arseillos Y--IO o f P :. ch a oovjoietontiy poor --tar^rc1 t;iat 

j t had r;ren .fourd nocea^ary ' to serr; an official to oa-p- :rvise itc

.lur-iO':;'a present ley Props de la. 3vV-un'aetirro de
•' ••* '-••»*

l~-> ;.:un:i tionra? T'-: y a envoyo IJH hex: K;e jrtolii,.o.er't un

A*', IK! ]is, P. 241^

/•r^'i^, 119/1 ^ep^aner 17^3, p. 13^ A^, IE-, 323,
i rt y i --, '? '". , A T ' "^ T-,1 ^ (^ /! O T
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a .1-, do->v i;;-r ; Jar,.;r., *''<• <r---- 
la .;>:! C ori des' dr-vyc, ol part; c\:li^r«jn£r- : , 

.en sorv-j fu'jJn ^ercnt- a.l'a^rhr da

-o;:;e improve: ent vac.; seen, however, in t.v.e q-zalHy of £r;o''s Bent to

*?.-.! iu;e ^v '-ir; .•; stor concluded h.i:? l*;tU:r fav

Au Ruru-I;-. 0 or. a ere r-vrt co^lprt a^/; col o^ if- 5.; 
J- ! haV>i!' j.-r,uenx de i ' An :"•'--»•/ dt rn

oj' cost, quftl:' t.,/ nrid r.ec'.;-r:n.y of ^pply bn.r3 

-i-ly to t-^ i"r.: --i.eci ^ncl .bal^nc--d a^innt ear,h (^.hor. Merc 

; .o l:-:\f rvrrued yvovcrnL^rt co^tractr ru Uilt-.ssly. '--rid i-o h 

v.td but ccant ocricern i'or the trr:tr.' fulness oi1 the.i.r <iecla.rri.tio:i« 

y an exchar.^ Letv^een trie :/;.' nd j-.l.nr aiid Eea-.3-i^rroiP of -early '733 

;-.OT;C. Gn the 9 J^m^r^ ?pr..oh;-irnoin rfer<jrterl. the t:
T'S

Le Cor-r'lsfv.jnnna Li'e 'ics S""' Lo j rc;,yne t-:t Hf-rl -i:e
r.'^Trrrunique ci:y. nofocJaiiE de cetre vil'Je i'elnt 

et 1^ sov!?i:if-:&ion deHdits '3'"" Bntter^nu el !« V.f-/ne
la f'ourMitu:: 1 ^ des r;;unitions et- .Tjp.r-ch-ar.dr: ees de.s- 

rour r;i;^l:ec aux nrix port-?^ par eet i'il'-.t' ce^; 
qr; e Ts\'oi^ fait as?:e;.'.bler pour p;ro^r"q '-- " rv 
l'v- ri e ce g nuniticns et rMrcr.MrdiFes .; :,e 

r'::p;--f-se.!:toie?vi, qv-ilc estoieni; Infc •;:•.; :•'::•: des Ofi'res 
fjui voun .woient •, ,yl/i faites, et sur lesquolies ils 

•d:i;iinuoier.i.l -;iro y.^orir cc-mt, ('P;-.;-;;^ vor.s n'aven "^r 
r;.':-. ir_; ue de doT-:?:er la -prcfc-rsnce au;' dito s '" L° ).>/yr:e. 
et BAtterc-nu. pour res fov.r;.i curen, et qi;e lour Uorm; cs 
a ire ::,a deolari' n'etvtre ras aut^ori c^ d'accepte?1 aucunc 

1 ., L:ioi: J'^y i'ho v :v;cur do vo-s ourec^-rr L: ^o-,j;i:,s-
s-ior^ d.o^ no^c-cians de cet+e villo af.iii 01. e vous ':yes

. fx "V* f^<

&;;~jr'cable de la i'adre Oc-:.;uniquer auxd"" s " le T/cyr-e^ 
et iv..tterc-.^u pour qu'iis? accepisnt ceti.e d\r ; aiutior."

n hio r'erij of the 10 rpr-rna-ry the riniste^1 iri rori:;e;l the Jrite/T

that the cor, tract-<TF; hr-d assured ;vlr; :.th.3t .ou^l.1 i;/ itorx.-; Cviild not h< 

capplied at. a lovor ]>r.;ce. When the I a P.ocholle aeioh^nt-D had held 

coritroot t: '-re h?>d teen cn--.!lerrj co.":plr.:'.nts r-houi- quality so he 

to v av a little f^rre and ir^yure that Iho ,poeds i-.^r-p'l-i'

t;/;, AT.:, I:-], 1?3, ^^ vovo;7K-r lYJS, i^ 37?. 
6("u AK, IE, ^b7, p. 6.



r :? 
J?r/, I.'omohru': . f.vj t noi^u-r: --.]r.er ai;.x S

et !>_> v'oloo Nf^oci.' i ]•;:•: ?:. Koocr: 1(. :j rabbis o-.e les Ikr- 
ocJorjK (it; hochofort ont off.ert de i 'airo rr.r lit ;:-on- 

••n.;i.c;f-r.ion .qu'ilr cr:t donnee pour la .I'ourni ture 
p' rtio des Eifetr; a envo^er poor le'rv r

sifcle df foii'/Tvir C-s n.archrii^lisoG 'Io 
a 'le?. -orjx v:o:indrOG <.rue • e<i"..y r^v1-.'!^^ •

^; o."i.:"-e ;ji ect .i^por+.r.ji-l; do s'as?j'3rr-r do la nua- 
r' di;r-. Kr.fRtrz qu'o-s • nvo;/e, r.;-;jo 1'on M f ;to r.onteri I 

es --juo lop; ;- J" : ?:ctere?ri; t;t Lc Vioino on'; 
l>:b-a .hunu'a r . •••?•.' ^cnt, o^e dc-puls 3o.':.; - -'L'ci;^ il f^n 
'•: <? ->b 7T"e ::^r;v. de ir^iTC-; 3 C'.: ! ;.j."^ •/'".uc fzav^", do o^.'i :.es 
Quo Je-K ^'f;oei*.jjs de riocrofort -crit •i'RJ.tot-, v-t que 
ci. 'ail. Iv-irrf- los ic-.U:ii:-; qt'O- .coux c,y o^'fio:-; h do ,f;;:iro 
>^v;.7' ceJlf-^ don!, il r, 'a.^it ' ^.n font ;,,:^ ua t 'Ta^d objet, 
,1^;;- c:i ^ qii'il conveaoit do p/vi'^ricr 2<-:;.s off ,•.--.:; d'-.-;; 
o "' Y:c -'if r >.'-•; ot 1:0 Koyne, et de no n;--. r:r(]ur.-r- t r •••••. ;r 

o riijr,ir'u.ti(^ , l-i PQIY-.O ( ! ;\ sorvico. lr'on 
o^t d^-ic u~U' :- vout: na t; ;-..;oB im j^ircoo pour 

cotio fc^r.oj ture ;?'voc Jo cor^'Oop'-t.d^nt do oer; ofoux 
1'er'ocianr; aux prix •pori--/ n r^-r lour • 
cnt rpronLi.3 d 1 e-fctro oxoci.s et'pouc .

et f-ur lcj teins de ?. our 1. dvrai-on, /' "

T!. apjXrar-::, however, that Pal tereau av)d Lo I-ov/ne /-bused the 

i-iinist.er'f? confidence in 17J3 when tr.; o./ inoi^ttd that ?-o reduction 

v;-jo possiMe err the price of blankets, Bir.oe on tlio 1Q

tho r: ,-inistor ord-iod that their contract '••';.• hi; to b-j r^>;ov:.--d o:

62"the;-' h'-.d ^•'ved. to a Bul/staritial reduction in thc;ir prices*

this roduc. tion v.;.:--;s inr;dequr: te a.ccco:'oing to ohe .Ph^lJd'i^i

v,-;.JO a] though ho h;-ui no criticirjn of tho hr quality to r^o.ke, believed

that their pric-^ co.;.id be reduced rtill .rnorc-. Tho r ' oi^ter or

that they v...--re to have th^rir f-ouvrrct rer,ev;ed provided thoy rn

further price o^rcesrionr-;* y It, Day DO that the minister had

too K-rd this t:rno re-oauso thn blanhot'- t.hc--' fiui^liod jn 17^1 vere

of inferior q-ality. On the 27 ].}pce-;<her. 1741 he off^rrd, to re.no\v

If/eir contract doonito the i'^ct t'-irt:

i;;o, p. n,
''i.0, B 6<;>.

AO, "R 71, rsiinif-.t-f-r tc B-i""l-t^f?f:\i r-.-r-.d he hoyofi, ° Ja.n'an.ry l';/;0*



les cou.\-f:-rli,:'•-?L- quo vru-- av<'=: fourr:ic.c; o-vtto a-::^ :;^ 
;•'•;:/• r* f;jpV' C ez- co.llor; qui avo.lenl •" stc dvjrvti^eGK 

•=o ccln;::'e ot t ; ui or-1. coic perulle::: p^r 
arrive au i,-^,:.r-r.t. . -n ! - — tar.t iror^reoa

"1r.nd--',.nt ;•..-; /.--e coller, liont II S'ap !; f ^o^ent do 1
ce ^ < . ' '-!

a.h.tw ?-boi;t "U <- a-.ali' (; o:" fY,oostuf.L'a received :in

'^e coJ.cnic.-f, T-?i-e cor:-.:roM } no tr^alr"-::! of rr* i; d LI .1 *-.•:: "' V/v-'C t'.jct-s VK.- •;!•:? 

o C;-P ; TJC- •/- -vritjioirt a:; t-rani^a'^.cn of the nrov;j :-;; cr :hif;: 3erv Ions. 

- ! 'i':::plni'-:i.G -- -.bout f?.O'.:.T. i'oy- e:;;-:i p j c t >":.;;• .r;\-qn-^n.t . but o l.ff-j OTP! i; to 

i:»i s;'». Gln^e it -.^ a perishablr- ^r,ed, a rar.ci-i sv.i.- ire tit or.uld 

il%Ry<; ho cvttv tru i ed to nyev»i]v;-; tir;g bur :;.!%£ the vov;-:.c^ t';* a C'.:.."ior,y . 

..!". d if n-;rrelf; ^-.re r,ot I'^Jl it r.:l/;ht be orpjairj-T'ci ?; G d^e to

c in "-;- -i-<a] irg. . As B^ai;;'K^":O:: r .ar;;i;>-d Oi: ii.f! 15 Ncvemr c-r, J.7---0 

o of both the j';;-^'^^^]<ii^ '"•••'•o. tl,^ ocaj.it/ control of the

o.r,- :- ! ;-,o loi'Tr: coi'-- ̂ rT^rians no^t te^.oirs de 1 - -^ureive 
avec ]-quol.le •;): TT-^ccrie Ic;/ a la r^oe^'t.?. on dr- j e^.rp 
farir.GG II:- poi-roie^t bi--;n noircersir quo f^' I'lllo;;-. r;e 
t.rr.rr--f.;,t ^e irauvait^e Odc-;ur lor^'-.-uello^ arriverit d.^ns 
ie? colonie:- que cela vi-'-nt du fond c!'-- call.e, Je ne 
rui 0 !;^.i vous r--. ouvr---r i.-;ieux 1 'ev..actit.u;k; avec lacnolle 
or* H vU:5io cr.:c rr,e:ves i'arin^- q-o. *en a este f;>it, a 
les^rc'l dv< po:; d. ,'ay eu 1 'h'-.nneur de 7oas fr-viny 
n^.u-.ieurs i'ois quil nesxoi' puera j.-.v --.-rible C-H "!e 
v'er Ji^te p-n- ~ie r;r)u--^err;<>nt qi ;;• l r on do fine anx qv.- 
aors de Icmb^rqueintnt et du de'bai-or.er ^nt et m:r la 

fc-.nd de c;aJ..le*°^

C;:,nJv-irl.-:-r1 :,^ the e'J abo.-:*.! te 'M'.vr.n^:.nent. fi- r control J ;; r:rj the qua].;? ty 

of.flc-ur rt Rochefort, it is wurrrictt:^ that ah: pTrtent? of flour v/ero 

r,r-.- often repo.rten to be .^ubs iaadard in the colonies, h>.S:.ond-ing 4 o 

?•--.: oh a comrJn. int on tnc ?^; Ifovejinbr-r, 173> de J.a Croix e :<..]. --i :^-r3. t;)o 

rys^eri. ffi:O duties of i;:: .s c.' .:•••• it t'-'e , tho n-e-:berGhi r> of v;>-,ich ir r-^t 

out O'l rp;-— 1'.'3 ." T. -'v/e, v?.:r' :?:

' i" "n •'•' "-'
. ;-..*.> y JO I .; •••
fl-"r ir. 1 7C'7 v^ r; •'"./:
-..,; . . t.,_. . ..^ / . j . .. -•: «
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'--er- hix-h'l.y Pubjcct-'rf. , der;-.lle an elaborate nyst^ - 1, o'" i-- spoof-ion 

Md cmtrol, frauds v/c-re ' r.-vprtholocf-; poryse i.r?..tr.d . ^a'tr-

^t c r the in ,.r.j;da:'j. t to ::-^;e v:H,i} t;'e <;v— flier in a l ;y 

*'i;-yu;e over tho f.uality of flour siiips-rd t,o tl'-o colon.-'.or, :~ir,ce to 

d- r»t'r.t7r-..'j.se ••'.•owlri have reen to imruae t'-io conipo iencc e,r-.d 

of tbo port offic^-'l?! t-nd ^'-K/J of bis f.:,n peraoi;?! «.fr' 

Ccrif-en".-<--n J,ly --.is r-f jns.rks on tr-o ^r^bj-ict mus i, be judyG'- aco.' r'-a.z,^;', 

In uasef; vrhero goods a.ich a;- wine h-al been rec^ivod but as ;•. et 

::ot chipped tb>= j. yy ̂  da^ j t vas ijot f:.X}o:--od to sihii^ar conr-::ic.U-ra t:; or.;-. 

In fact, in a letter of the ."10 February, 1.725 the j.^j

iafcrned the r;-i.r;i st----.-r that he ought rot to pat ;;/,.y credence in the 

•vro ! os tat: era of the .

?or-:,;ottv!:s :r:oy I'i^r do ' r f-va : ; ohse v -ver <M/9 ce n 
s rur les E'ota ^a<.i ]e LvuniL'"" YOI.:.,S yo-et oue
'v-s otro inl'orr.o ^u jiisio dr -s v.ivrof3 qu'il ?- d^nt? 

s ;."ap;aniu;', j;.ais p^r los l^ttres .quo ,i'ay J. 'horirear 
rte ^oua ecrire ton to s ies ec-alnes porr vouw rerairo 
cor.^rte do ceijx qui ont eto recetiB eo do 1 -3i.il 1 tonno ou 
r auv:: ; se qaaiito. Le^; co.miors v:: ns voou^ de 
ro;-it i;i foiblofi. si poo co\;vertn r:t si rnal 
raie L--J.I- Ies -..'lainty^. qui m'on or.t ete portoe:: e t, a 
f,f , h- .Varq-jis de S"*"' TVTaure J'o^ ay fait f.-ii? 1 -,- la visito 
aur^cy bien (;ue. den v^/ux hards, et J'-y l''ho>-,ine-!-.r do 
voua -n onvoyer Jo prooas verbal, af-Jn (nx; vans c.oni!oi? 
sies la a-: :'viero -Jo vi t lo lojTiit, 1"" <ju soa. Cor.j7;ir; fr^it le 
service or ce piryt,^

T'-at -th;ir: v:a s not ^r irolatod can« b\it tyr^ral of tro I' 

io en- • f.i7 ( !:'-?d hy a ooirpl.o of lo-itors -vr:'tt,a; by tho

73- -.'.s l'ih ].??, p. 57 
/4, Ah, Irh, 3~/j, I:. >'•;;



37Vf, On . th~- J.6 J.y-oh, the minister vr-n irurv—od:

A-L'-Fw^.-d ou -•••;:! ownr,-.- ;: l --st. a c:'^:i'idre -ae r^-'hr 
j-orr:jt auh.a;' y < 'on - ---:j / :;era un a-TOG pr-v/. nc-ux 
de-la qi)al.i^ dora or; le veut et craM! 10 s'y 
pa- dar;^ 1'achnpt <:v' ! jl er; feroit ,-j'aeHn a 

H de Roster:' pour ^cavoir .'ie.r ? r^-j.y ciec-, '.'-'ns do 3 r;-/.--.il Io 
cr-u;^ j G v*riT,-,- si ce qu<? ] e 'I'lmH '.f.<; "a J -.--f..^ :•-*; deir^n^ 
por;r f«n . foxmiir d^ ccf r.jc.ftjney ':•..•..;:. t.-er?x ivn t .c 1 o'i ^ 
oos P-: ; .x '-;i::e I,'. < : e ROJ-:'':--^. ri'-eri rarqi^riT P! j'^r^y

it 1/.;rnod nut J.« Ija-O^oiT 1 rv;rpicio;:8- v/ere well -founOQd; tho

;- a-fkiruT r.'-cro 1.h:-ir; ^.-> ^oin." r?'.te, ror '•'--•; this ?•„;-•;•• 

v!oo of qi.uij.it.;.'', C-i tb^ 23 y-.^vri: l,hr i;j_ ^.v'^i.: c ' '" ^ nu '~"' 3

M, Hrn:t;v-. liiVocrjt cie K(-^oe; j i;x que les vl.n": O
t;t },:^n:.v rranci oiii sont co'ir^;; r- pour 

o;;rs qu&lii^v, les T'lu^ p::OL-:r--s -/.. ?<* b^e'" con';- <••.•! ve 
y vulent 300 l.:'v:rf-:-s ru T;b;virovi au l^eu one le Hor— -&

j.csi.lt de JIG V'vres a J15 li'-Tf--^. 
c!c-> plu:: o "ivres « 9 D.M.; Tc'H^?;ia ei" P-i 

envircr. ;^rr.?,at en fii-t de Btrrd^.^.u-x ;'icy, 1>. c: ^r^e^nt V. 
i\o.°tar: de l'aoh-it deo :('0 r-nyriques ordr ranees -our ..La 

>iT:tr;--.r>9 et de leurw Snvo.yc daru:. oe Pori, on 
de leurs auaiitt-'/: et de 1-^-s avoir a ;:r-ri

nve d'-u vi ad.juoicatairo, D' A: ri-- orr cot .--'djud"" ^cur 
ro: 1 en exi^r I«T; i^ • sa;« T»T-JX cue R'H-los tlroit de 
T-'siller-rr. CTJS ot ecre-:i;a::^ ^:n rournir de Crnr; 
cualite .Tnfctriev-7'i-; nui 1 i\y •irsia^-w^ient ;m 5a,vi con- 
si^oraolo, J'eoris ?=. M Poster: ore J 
vos o rd.ro G pour 1^;: Ivy er;v\ver, .. -

, corjfirrnt'ior'. of the poor oi::a] .i ty o"C vr'?-)? crpp"'ied 

p-ovided l.y complaints 'THIH Lonisi'ar-p.. Hr, the 2/i March ? 17^7 l: 

"j rdstei 1 >;ot c d that the -"'Jne f-hjppcd to th-.r.1 , oelo;\/ v-a s said to "bo 

as had as ' fcouo CGIAX q\vi ont es"-' prr-crc'erni-'ent. 'aivoyos dan^ crtle

77
-lc ' , ' ar,d. on the 13 I.v'v .foJ lo-.vir/v he •urt'-O(i the inteanant tc- he

araiinst riinila

vous n.ven ji/re^ a proT^os oe la:lsse^ ar. i'run- 
itionnaiie l^s ?6 Tonneayx et ur\e h;j.rriqi;e c^;i ,re'-:toier.t 
de cor vine, a C'/ndition. ^u'ii ro:."plM.;.\';ra le

il faud7-a veil."; or a ceoi;.e, lor^oue. ce 
-e f(-.ra , ce cr.it eii vin;:-: de beano cua

75. Al' v IE, ^; ^, -'. 70.
76. /V. l.i'j, ?a6, p. 7 G -
7V. //,% •;':<> 12H, -n. ir. r,.
78. A!-;, IE, 128, p, 231,



K-A ,

It iv oloar thr-rp .[•:-••;:-.; thr-t the .'suppliers of Ire Marine rar-:?y 

missv.d ;-:n o< rorbiin-i ty to defraud th^ o^-viof e;i ther rvy •o^rcr^iy-jinfr 

nr by tb» sui'ojyiny 'of inferior ite-o, In such an M.hverr a> y situation, 

i 4 ' v:.--:.o vii-1 that tbe offioi-ul'-; he r-jicnfr:prc".ii^e<i- in oro'er ho j-oi'-.rd

n n t.v!0 v-|-ol-:? tl,o c-'..: i^-n; onoence apro^r^ In 

o.v" ; -c;-r V ; M r-no-1 .r • ni-cl de La CroHx. vot, the !-rc-l^ 

-•:<• r?^f. pond ence shov.-r, tlio jntir^te velfitioi-.sh.ir. 'viric'h 1^ ;v

o-\ th-r? IrvU^vity rf hir, Lu 

*.-uoe of the .Roc'-ofovt p-arvpyorr: with the Ccn^r!: a>-.d v-ovt official.:! sr.-:/r 

it snrv: \rGd? In at ]'~af;t ov;^. Or-so, -}.o inrp^ct: o;i control at

oV-e dov-5. «;;o::r,-l^i^l7. 

On ihv: 29 .L-.-rai'-.r/ . J.V'40 Rico'-art vr;;^ tid:7 ; or;ir;h^o. to tirv-tort up 

the iri^pect'i^n of ^oocs s^nt t-> th«- <..-c lorries t-ivsco ; - jPvX.v;y hlat^r^, 

been dir-^over^d in th^ "butter shipment;- of th^ p.^ov

'"•.T- 1ft coiupt'; cui ni'^a ecto ron.du des ivnvoys d»
oo d'' ' a ]. ! Is]e Koyalo, ,i ! ay

n^ "jor. 1 ';rril^ oue conteno:;t-.nt .l^s bo^u^'^y r 
danr cotte colonie, jl f 'er-t trc--;vc' aos Po.cuetn de 

" r do IS- '

,,ith tho^e f-ort? of r-rl versa tions slipping thro^yh t:ie oontrrl in 

Frar:'::e, it i- not to be v.-onOercd .it th^t abuses were a';::o ccr;;;'ori on

the >

itif.r^s • in. Ai:> r;ost Chrintinn ra.ajei-ty ' R H'hipf-, the
-•

«utheri ties a.;- rno thftt the er.'nrno,; ee-r.o.- ^.uffe:-''d t« :Tr^b]y dorii:/-. 

active r-er-'Joe, Althoi^li not to bo. acceptor! ^rir^servcdly due to its 

f.cl epical r-vtijre, a/i i^npiih"1 . isbod •pnlpTsd.c vritton urj-rlor tbe ron r-r^ue, 

1 ?roplory-. ' co. i':t:iins a :•• rier of d-:!i:?- ainr -.11 e^tiono ctinco-rrin.^ 1 be 

.?.:.! no --;o.t of c.niicor3. The official T'ooorcK aro too full of concern 

for tl'ie vra^logv of o^rO'c:. -oid. their reluo H '.-'-ice to sor-'^ in the ^c-.vy

70, ^.rj, B YJ. ,



to dooht of tho er-:f-;erJial truth of a rar.rr!l<j f "/ri f . ten -\-i .1756 

eclr.oate;} rrau \/ho in oc,-o cap," city had, 'fait oo^rx ca-nagneo au 

'oervico'.. It ho ran ky i?^-r>tirv- France's aaval wc?:.krx:cr: and the 

vitrarth o" trorakd ^r-.ui, ' : ho poor rate of pay the;/ vvoro £:>.-/•.-->: -as 

one oa— o o f tho ;>ortayo hut thi;:, i,h<-> .author nur atain-'i vao as 

?^oth::.^^ oouip'-.r'-:-c[ tr« tho Iocs of ^oo'l U;BV a !-. :/:a, Ch:r-ori:i.c fraud r:: 

r:'o-js :•-« ;v!.-'-ri^utrHi to the port fvlr.i r:.j.strr-.tor.-?:

:;-H.loT-' M-?K or':'o»i:-^ioo;3 du .Rc.v/ cuy 7^re-c--c:r-ivoni do 
quor <njo d^r- T-or:;-'^^ -v.i nide?:;, L'-^urr-eo, Boi^so 1 :^, 
So or., ot hi n i1 in do :;o f.>;.:i.f] t h; : bri.r'ruor des '/ivres qui ont 
ch^a IV-i I Cor-p.'..^;", j.rennwni los ^-aoi^'no T.os nlus 
frriirho:-, a : ;^y rue -i^s cvut?-on jrr.'i t.i>.-' ille:rOi;.o Vin d-i 
P-ordoou:-'. oi., Pi'-M 'i-^ t^ut oe oy neyt Throat to qu'a 
'•.!(-. ir.y, enoom ovec rojnne, C..Rt,Crr Cot avi ! V'aillen^r.t ,f 
011.^ hopo:: eoi':~ lor; officiorf do plv::ne font jf-i;r yr 
ri'our de hnto'i,.ou pour irivirx: o i ro toi,^: or: friy^on, 
b.^rq^ant roovrnt doo n-uvod r- V-'.vrc^, oi;y ne ],-i 
P':) o i-uo <i 'a ]. •;,<;•• re r hiioritot ]o. &-ineto i.i^s j'/.quir^^en, ot 
rro^uii'o 'Jeo ;;;o.lad:ieo ]:1pide: J.oueo, corH; co c;\;y .(Volt (<•>;.••= 

perdoirs i*oauooo.p (u; n^onco a.u Sei v j.co* , »

But the v:;-; s tc;.;;e of er-v through di .c: ea.rr.e h"d ;- 1 oo to ho ; ::scr:il:0-d -to 

the filth of theiir Ivv^nt; Gonditir,r,.n« .A.n the ro}-ort t-hsorvod :

'Ja rropretto dnnr. un Wios^TO e:-;t la nioitle de J.a 
o de I

r.^ even avi ei.p-htocrith oor'tury corr :or: rator '.knew vrhcn /;00 or J^O men 

••ere orov,o'od tryethor 1/elo-" decko in the hoat of a troroo:. i \royo^o 

r j-eepirig- a/lid -t.h.s doer,:.'. per- ing exoreir.ont of tho livestock cnhsrkoo 

for. the officers' r;.eof= tlr:t thoir ho^lth v;s s likely to h-.5 rhr.paii j-rr) . 

r'od or harutaok aoa tolf ror-k, tho poilo:/o v.-erc ij.iniUd to only 0110 

.drink of vra l;er .wi th

; quo lo ;-'Oind?-o of:''ioio:- et rooe ooa rd irarino 
U::-nr-i. T-T .jour, soit pour co ^r'ver les riains, la houche, 
}o -'ioarr". ot pour hoi:r-v; au. • . oin^ doux potr 6'or.n. •'

r,)-:e ar.ijraJr; v;o?'e :-.?.- ;i d to nave rooeircnl f:r'v-;h -VR.iar in r rofoo/onoo 

to tho r<:en,

'a-JI.^^!..^.!^!-" C;!: ' A < ^ :G -^> -': » P- 9-
taV r>".



iV.-Utr abu-cs wero re',o' lod fror.; 1 La f.icV ba.v . :^>- ^.'cor

lY-r t,} o iliF-tvih-ul-.-on o: r-\.f-.}< 'rr-ot, broad, wir.o, rice; aud p-or^s was 

often /rullfy.of vn 4 hhold:i'r." thor-e co/j^-orH lie? from U.c- i-'-n v^j-.o !'-n 3

<-r T <;3-u h^d ordor-d fcr i:^:1.. Of U.-oir i^ctlcr,

font ••>• r.c ^'^uvtnrt i;n Co-.j-^.rce «;-:: 1" K?it ; ':;.a Con
' jl.-; v^r.';«.-nt ? en Aiio^r-^ u.ouriv T^; 1 qi:.v:-7\: :.

,;;/ ev
, Ic trr^ :.:.! >/v'e c;:i Turtle n , ; ;;•/ 

de v'-'.1.9.il i • r= . mouton el do r.ou:--. 1- s :.-a ; 'rrj.c }-• 
t;-: nuy [.;.•:•-] T. oi/V.^T-rires y«;ur ]o-:: !••:•'..' lad*j e. , . i-'l u (; le 

n et .'- - - "•-

The prc-'.fitf-: rroii this activity v.ere r.,^ : -- during r : vyy r,yo nir:'.:e 

rr.'rgeor <-• \>'-r-f-? eve-: bold eno-ipf; to r.ell v^oo to tyo crov.-- ^.r;d ri

>;o--rL hfid docked, "t v.: i-ich tir;;o tl:^y sold the root of tholr sr' 

In the colorier iroud v.:;o inr"titutior^M].:i xed. Lonr before B

in 1.'<:V; Fro.r;co the Loin is tor hac boe;> roceivirg •.,,.,•;.;•}" "L,..i ti i 

tradinpr yovor^.om, tr>..f fickl r^ irilT_nd?or_roj ?- 

3v/bordin--:.t,es. 2'iO ri/;o:..;y-:ity of naoy of those rop 

it difficult to ,;uuge of tl-.c;:Vr obgectivity. ">-••'; o , at least, v.-ero 

07-odvof-d by ^/r-ul'd-he profiteers r/ 'booo ru^-pooe v;as not to 'cleer. up 

the coioT:ial ao^iriiftra-' ior. byt ratbor to put then.selxos i^ J -.'h-.- v/a;y 

of -t v!0 r-r..-n. :-'.„ Indero-^ont -o-vidence in proctially non-ex:i f;v-r; t,

Bofore o :-.?..; '5^3 v:.g eor,-.*? of the ^ a.lle^atio.os -\i\;:> inot 'Bl^ot '.° pr-o- 

cGcosoors 5 a triof difcu: sior: of C'dcivool GtructuiGn is r.oce-cssry :I r:

order to ex: J«:hr. the iv\^?h^n:i r:7n^ thrr/jfili whic}.; co"io).vi?.ii exploi'-a i. loo
•°3

operated.' In the colonier po^vor v;a> t-ii-ridea b^ov;oon a governor vrho

v/a:; tb- r rminf: 1 hood, ron^r i-:j ble fc.ir all r. i "! i ts ry o'^Tation;' , a;.d

an lob r-v^.ot, vho frc:n; 16 ,'5 ctv.ired the oovei'eif'A Council aod s\:pervif-.t:(i-

?. ib-jo. , p. 1J,
^. ju-or a more ^:-:b.-of/tive tro-v'Trer.t, o^o oboritpr V fl



ail r.:v.t !.'••,'•;; ivl.rrtoa 'to f LryirK-o , rrr.de., r,rov ' sio";ind'. ro'ico ;u:d

S:ince, In # fronri^r i.-.'-c-ie ty the ou: k of ry'' errant 

y v;r.«r; i;,lli 'nry , or quosi-r:;i J itary a a :in the r'yy^Hf lev; of 

the fur tzv.ue; «r:oi:t of -<he -'. ntor^'-nt ' :; at.-ent hon v.as riveted u - 

t.h?: FU'<rly of tlv -'.roor- md i,h« purvc-yar.cf of defeno'-: rr-: tsr:U.l"? 

•?o thf> rT'-^'orro7- ?.ry! :ir <:.«n^ant 'n -::t>-o-:ty c".-Q.r>1;-:-r.f-f! in tho 1.- ?. 

i.t.-^:. ^^ af::rd.n:if:*T/-: t:;.ve .--icrivi t.y. !'OT- had it c^on Ver?3».i j les' ir 

i}^: t t;-.py ^'o^.ld b --- ir r^- r-,-iden 1, o\^ <-.f liif? o''V:r. lae-i'--;- role.-- b 

?>•— n cc.-ordi/i-^ted d.el:i Vrr- toJy -in o:-ioy thrJ, ibey nr'.^irb keep a 

VK tch or each f-Lhor, v.'ith the reru] t. thai rioloni.-: j ^Tf.^isi r

ry Ihr 'r,o3\. virup^rat:! ve v.s:r-r-.r

Tp; all *'. . _
rs r- trt.: :.'••>.• -d Karn-ony and r.r:?,on 

Die )T;ove?^;o^ ar-d orclonn'at;.-''.^- ->s ^^se::t j?:;l to 
/;ver::' K;;ri trancullity of tl.e crrj.ony, corn: J e i.« vi?:.r 
v/as rei I. her expected nor lookod ur.on t1 ^ desirable

the cent7 ; <u ^-.verru--:?-\ni. hc-li-'V-u -i n-e^i^p of +-; .n 

check r,r h it-rary achio-;<; rr-d hinder rv-^culat/loru

'The? ho'/erei yn or -Su-porior Council, whf.>e task ?t v-:s 

or-d'J r.a:vces and ho-'ir ;]-3dic:ial ftr.ir-.-RJs, V/K B intended to aid the t-vo 

chief officials: in th<- discharge of their re.rnL-itory and ^udici^-1 

:r 'ur;ct-;.r.:'!S. I 4 .s r-"n:herrr:ir v;a:- ^ppoint<-;d to^J:rd'"olly by the Crorn but 

in ef'oct by the ryjv-- ;rr..-, r =-;r!d -'nto.ryia.nt.* Since its r.ov,t:r ^. :.- er the 

liberty ar^d property of' the co]on:l r,tf W^P oxtenc.-' ve, it c^u'Jd be a 

v?-;.]uable tool In the hands o r its chairman v>-ere 'ho involved in a 

content v;ith tl^ ry \'- vrnor, Consequ^ritly '.••^•.••.'•rt-llinr yo^ernors and

^-^^d. for contTr^l of the o-^rci.l. IT-: s^ch a

coJonirt, 'j f out of favour -j hh one off.icjal oft^n ?•:•-'<-; ; ;it the

vi;:;;, rp^r-.i":., p. 75 : a '' r ' f°-;> ;'? r' ;r '-*- extended 'iirev.sci



3/jM.

P~'otect.:ior r>f tV- ofchT. VTc.-r ;i tf-o yyY'?:rr.^r nrd inj f/h'fffJ: t 

toi.-(-Mr-.»ir ;.^-.vi::st tho lihorrie;; of the county. as the (f.nad^n 

H^ii'ilH.^'LT'.Ii.'^I/il oh-f-ervp.-d .in. 1712 the ixrrereign Co\<:oil v.r. o easily 

robbed of any judicial ^de.ne

s " -" n'.'i v-;.rais ot:-;orvo ni droll, oivjl ri .
ft e.Knrro ro'his l-.o order; career; 

r-'Vi:-^' ?:.itr- (]o : - Tr/oru^ lures , o-u ' T 1 aip^M h^i'a i r-o v / 1 
pu'il eta it le ii^r^r--' c^:: loi:::, cl^s r^vl<?]:^nt'; P.- t; 

orr>-:^r\-.r';CE, qu'il eb?j.ii-. '-n'.-oye r:our les car. --^ 
our ^ri fr:ir^ c ! ^i;treG a ron /rrt'- . « .

e /iutori '.e ab^clue rrt ;- i-H trviiro n'a 'P'~.

.-st servi c i(;b j;t ao TCL,! }u:zrirde:r o 1 do toui; 
fip,-.?-v fender sans hesiler rv-r !-..:;:• r;. ;.;if rl \ o pafi;.i» 
ci;:i iCre. et d 'o .^ro.Fp;r- f 1 ' :l ru :. tav f iou:i c^'i.x 
<-u !;•? ien^rif^ de rexinlor M'av<:iont pR .la 
ae soufenir; : 1 .1 fallu rr. 3'>:i to ;;i;^T?e;r' or le 
o.^ ('u.^fhoc ue vin/.;t crnsedll^rs '^u'on --) cr^ds 

^ls H rei3.x d^- qiji jf.r; t-;.ai« • r.t leur?- flac 
auc in-^ !' •int.ure '.^:r, lois on drs oov. lunes; ii ', 

fa Jl \i 
ot l'

-.?hip o:' 4 ?'P i 'our. oil no I only he^'ow^'; prestjc--o bu.t alr-o 

the councillor the nppo^i^rf t;/ to rorvr hnr. o v 'n inierosfs -.:i 

s r -rv:i oo i'^ hi^ -p-:t,ro>:, >;vid'->ict; of onlitioa^l jTv.noor.vj-i'n^ and 

corruption ir hiyh p]?; cer: ;-.:f lottos even the ef-taMish^ont of Cro\;n 

CoJoov gov".rr;.-jent in f; ; w Franco. "'.^

Ir his U^:/ida undjer_J^py.i_i- : JXIV, Y/.J. i'',C'".!.es no"'od t rir-1 of.:;:.oot 

ff) 1 the -:.r:;.;>ers of the i'irfjt oovorei^n Ooi-inc:!.] of Th-.v Frn.rr^o v. rri eh 

foljorod the i~roo^ tier: of Crov.-n Cf'lory yo". orna c-^t in Ifbf,. -/ore

6:3, 'I'emoire' d« 1'ofat OT-er:t du ^^^'
pp. /].8-/i9» 

55a. Although eefientj.;-jj. for •-:. fu]] perspective or the Bl,^:,t
the ?-rohhor c;;r; r;rf himfn^lf '...oi;oh for Ihe accuraoy of ;-ij.] tho 
evidence fere nr^:-ontod. KooJes' ropufat:.on for 
re ,, e;3 -r C h pjv'i carofvOly voi^hod o''dnion3 inppjroir- 
:in his cr:rionr.. An fo-; the :;Gction fr'llo^inr, ;• t i;: nr>t 
:! n^onco-i fhrt <\". J 01 tV^.-; ;-;!!':-/••:- 1Jcnvr5 ol"]-;d-d to he ?'••.•:••••.roed 

'.'-o.vea^ They are r-yyr^xhiood hore ir< o^cer 1,0 shov, ;..ra-h 
fifl le,r .o. H f; ons v.: ore a r-,O!r:;':r;i:pl?";oe in the co



? , jndGi-' J.he prf-vJc-t.-;:- acl::,i:ilr trat.io:,, lo h^ve :;erved 

ovr tnt--ent;-, h-fore those r.f tho conp-ny and t v;a colony. In 

h:col<--s' oi'irdon, f'•• .-ro i<- jr.f-ufficier.t evjornce to cakf? ar\y 

autr.or i tat:1'.'/o i:ta tcn-fvt <;,-. th<-: r.ub^'ct*'"'''"' A L^/'or Coti^e "or 

ory-..p!;virit h.-vl >>c. rjn ths di^tT'i'hution of 1,.- do f^vnurc hy the

-" • va*.:,f,-rni:a. t-o h.i:i frtcndn; a rractice a'U'O a1?ej:;ed -y^l r--r-;t

j••:;!• 'trad'-; of 'i'a^hTUopac a" 1 :,: the r:h;-h~;> to ;--vhl 1 liquor t<.j tho .' 

TO t^vo.ote-'n n;~. ocj.ate:-;, of wl'.on; the cuiaf i,n.v ^e :-i I; on tria '> 

CO'.ncil , !\o ;-oor;or, hov.^vor. l;f;d his r<:]. ] ^c^^ent, t'n?i Glv: va i le?' de

•hisy, arrived. tb?.r ibis .rroup v :v r xicpr'iv^d of th^ir nor:opnjy a*.-d the 

oo.Ionv's: t~v-"-. : 1s r-ut un to ])uhljo f.uctir.r;, T+ v . ag_ the typical sro.vt 

of j-evoliitior: iac-- hcnt upor). the i^-pleoe:,-ent of a:'; udirrini • .trs tor, 

'yr. ci r.ev.- officia.j v.^ntin.y hif~ o-vn s.^a- aro\nid birr, crated an r- uac>r^ li<

•n out of the fo^ner favox.;riter- hy uepnivtn;"' thoT;, cf their

•s. On tho 1'3' jhabi'uai'y ?u.d tv ;e ?i' 

took the i.eeaysary fitfy-^ ''"o consolidate hi:;; control over the ; v.dr;dn-» 

j.strai/ior: oy a h.^:,ii;y;irr;' those r.°ftr:>:-;-• ;r.G of hh-o Sovera'hxp Coarcil vd:o 

}•• •"'•>. ^one o\'i-r Into opposition apainct hin, 'Rvptcaljy, the. ricrath oC 

de I-'OK;/ and tb- arrival of hj.r. rep]acM::ent, Conroclle and the

,, 'j'a?on in "16^6 rasnltcd In the :-•• constitution of t}-.o

: Ccvu-iC:!, Uiis . %ti;::^ with soi';o of the oriyina! nernh^ro

o.i r/.-ri fsed by d^

.Tec.v.i 'J'alon, tl:^ f - :\^t C.'ir'ad:'a>'i ao::,ir.:l r-trator to L^ rdvon the

title, in t '-••?:• dK. n't, set ar. other pr^-c^c'eni h'; r heco^irr deeply inv
37

-.I;.. tiT-de or In .'••• orn account. Accor^in^ to Ecclcs, ! t;v: jin ^v^or, •.

at tl:«t tiro wer-i pri.v;[].eyod !:-> i-'T'OTt free of freirht on tl:e royal

f, Toronto, 19^4, P* 15.
PP. L d;, ;^



ships vjrto'jly .lir-linitcd n«^nt..i t.; c.-s c-i' ^CioL-:. Tor Hi: own use . ' 

U«.v i'.;: , Ko.!'.i LC:^ of ir.o crr.r O dl. ti- ;•: ho hrd bri.-;.rnt ivi. th hi a to 

Canada. ; t a dabble profit, ho t^r: -•! ui~ ^,t,oc ; lion to nrr.cu.ri.r£ 

i'dditiorr.;! ^Vip.r: •:,••-, Is. . hojbc>rt adrobi^hod him to ro,,.vrber that 'he 

H-.llx^-i^ltljI tc^:h was In oh..i:uRU>r Uv- CGJ ouy «;;d ;,(v? ho ur c- h'i s 

}:•'-• .".It; or. .ic r ;.:-: : v^ro ^t j--i. V-,t •,-Hete;rr- ' , Talon CT'r.tJ Jiu>^ i.o 

;r--r,ort ^cnd^ for jv-^-le ^ n the c-.'lr.;-;/, ev-en ct,ild: •':(• a 'v/Hi-oliOUsv-; in 

h-; 1 <--r Vov/'i -at Civi-.^bec ^nu e.'rp]o, : 'ii^- ^ov^rai ? .-^n. -t^. jivm'.fr? vds bi;::^ ne. 

16^.9 }-.e or-ieryci Iron L'I i-<;ohe] Ic- a::on.';. cth-Tr t';v.in t'/r : IC/l barr^'h.; 

' T<o-oo.':'ja vvr.o, 96 barrel: of Chare: te wire, ^-;d 2?\) brtr-ro.1. r. of 

andy. Jt v;/,s r;ot long b^.fo?: ie ^h-": priv-to •rrrch'-nt:' C5i t.ho colony 

t.-- oc~pla-in 1:v-t ti;o il; h^^Bl v;as r;^ t'lCrir,:; all tho oou.it -ry ? 

-. •".-•-, de ir.tc, h: s o* T bynds since 1 h-;.: ;/ ro\:.ld not [.^sibly corn pit- on

ttT.^: 1 , hnvinK t.o pay hoa./v hr-ight ch^r.^c-s arm a ten pcjx.ont 

di:. J>..,. or: v/ires r;nd spirits. rlkloo ^a;s also c-.ctive in th^ fur trode, 

fron ^hirb Ih-o'ies "believed he pT-nfi'ter] su.b::tarit.i^l jy . Tro other 

con?; i. ::-:.; cti'-.r; c::r:i ^o out ^.po r; "V:lorj'.- rerealod ofTortr; to •••oturn i'O 

Ih.ocha follov/ir/: his re ri --i.il in 1.672. Not cnly did j?.c lobby for th-^ 

ror;t of :- overr.or :n.l63l but by !!.6t5/'.' he hy;d v 0 ^OWOT-: d Ir's pta

os t'o h-c 1 ^ to be per:;: it ted to ro i.-oro to Choi^oo r/.i-ve"-;/ h r) found ar
P '^ 

alir.;< hou>e.''° T'he nr..fr.2d.-:^te reason ih:.-r his ieco.ll hod been a

'"or ^r.ov.'or/ :vith. tho g-r-eT-nor, Coi,rcf! "! les and brio :.---\;cc;or.nor, i'ror tor --.o,

bror.tonoc ho,d been ported 1;o il'O colony •; hc'-Jrrort :: or , Hjt ho 

-•-.o.fitod n^ 1 li^o before aett:ir:.<7 abort .t);e- r'"--air of his fortunes. 

V/.itb Talon oot o^1 tbo -•--;, in 1672 bo hod r, free hard to ploy the for
*

ir/rhe a.nd v/as vithout rcruplo in tho oxpt-nd: t-u.rc of ;r-:;b].ic fr^bo -; ^;

t<-; f--;cr' lit'i i.n hio 7^^/a'/' [:oir. Ao

•8B. ibid., -pp. 73,



r -art

-, l.-v-t wo.]! p^, c,; d to sj ijl :on off tb? i'ilo'. ni fur:? do-vi the 

rlvor to ?.7oni7v>:;:"J „ 'r> tr«v-I]ed there on ,?>•>. orn:ual basis
' /

a.cco;;parlod by Q. doz^n or r.or^ o^oes of •trcv'e /roods nn r:r. . tr* of 

T:^n:i-1.--iM]. (v-if.-pproval/^ Fur-' her-,: ̂ -o , .1 1 v- ^ all^p-d tb.-t

•'ront^' ,, c i:iv\ ^K^ K.-jr-.i.

v:.i i.h ^lb-}-;y v/i:ero ths?y rf;coi.vec: ti.reo ti:rK-M> the v 

h:-: ; i}:ey'v/oula IIMV- received fro>i thrj ]•-•••• .ra..^''

Fr on •''->: ftp w-r p^epr^.r^d r;o brook DO or;]ioi-;itj on t.c hi ^ r

t^-t. '-'/hf^re^:: his 

- - v;hen the ^

1-een abu:rinp- Ms T'Ov.-err; Cr-iTK:: cut in oppo^: 1 ioo. to 

,;e^eraJ , ''^nnt^nac hs.d hrim -Lbv-^vr.. into r-.'-:i ron ^.-.d ;-.-=• "-L l-aiik to Fr^. 

Upc.'n Ferret's > ''--: Lurn to 'i-iftv; i'ronce, having been reiorto, red by j.h,^ 

Court, Pronterac '-..-ri!;ered :nto an a.ll:'.anoe vd. in .hi.n, to farther vb.^lr 

nntvai i:"1 I'.o ?•'.:• «r, in tho f-jr trari^. Consequent] y , v/b/-^ Fvrrrot ordo->-- 

the arbitrary arreot of - I'or^'roal ;:,.- y:' stra to in. l6'/o i:'ror,tr-nac 

cv-pp-ort-S'l. bis action, prc'-i: i !'.a j '.i.r.^ a v y^ry protests from the ^o 

Co-.,r.ci.l arid censure bv .Veiv o-- 11 GO., Duo to In o interest in the 

^rr;.';^ Fro^ l-;riac p'.:.ni'oulc- 1 eo t> ; ^ represent-- tion :i n tbo 3 bra:-dy

-•3nt' in order tn s^cur-T a r.. jority for loleratic»n.

It vps ro" lor.;, after hi-- arriva.l in 1^75 tbo t the n-v: :'rs

Jacqres :•>;.; che t o en r 1 , reooytri.^frd tv o cler/rr; and ont-of-.""V:^oi;.r rr.ercha^ i. 

as a go^c; oc^er base frc;;n %hiob t^ Sittocb t-'e governor. fy ].68Q tho 

of tbc '-'o T^ (.; re i,{-n f!oi.;iicil "bacV-so by thAcbrT^ar H.:V-.;- r-r-;t the

r'en.brrr t^ tbe::.r reiyv-'ur:i^G t.y P'rontcn^c rtpnbtcd ^!." 

i;- re'-lao--':;ent by tbe n r tender. _i as chair-r^n of tho Co'::jic;"]; an

'b:id.«,. T>p 
:b:d.!, r..



i 7 >-• I' - - •

r^r". -,-: ,;.•<•;-, t v.y.'ir,h nag jy;nUt\it:: "ooj;;^ed, Ti O'-V Ve IV, o the jil^^'Jl

ly tho f-r -,vernortl 3 .orhitery Ti.rfvoticcG tufc

}n s oov;']o oo::u;~tMi influence TO 

io old r.oriOT o\y or the fur livv> . By ]6bl 

fcl-.'. :/l^vA.'.J-. ar^of.rlfi M^S, i.ho ^v^ro •:;» lc CJ-eer^ye, le

. - v <•• I"-5 *-'" <'r-!^:noly chi -^y 

fbore ic r.c doubl i.h^t ho

contort '.Ti Lh lh~ o/'-

i:r,c. t- o--vr:.if?.in to t'.e •• -in'i :--Ur of the 1 

in t]:-r: -trj.de. J ;>V rmincd ' uo iV::;VH :;--/-rt the ^^:: 

:'or trade rnr. break r'ror te-riao ' r, y.<v-->:-r, on -,r- 1; Octvhvr, J/'CH

an inve^ i,i{-,. tdon D.f rsrrott

v:r\o , >;0' : r ririy.ortod by ?y-nter;ac ; v.;--:^ r»;T:o?'ted to be 
i::it;ir-~;i-i-/jr.7 aryvone • -v/ho interf^r-d vitii or ^riric::.--'-. d 
hi n i 1 1 e.-y i j. fn;; - |-.7-«.dc- opora ti ons, Th-t^ '; ovrn b:- i ] :; f / 
''•^d brer; rirbitroril.y jiiV'-^i f?o:'.ed , sor-;o of bis ^nr.c:^ 
F«-:.i?:«d :';:.! sobliors qum'tered in b-i r - no^P?? becu-'.uyo ho 

uar<-d to ar:r-e:rt certain ooja/':^;^^ ^'..l^iAjl v:ho ba;;- 
to be in ^orrot 1 ^ eru .i.r-y. :>'^

d on ;-;r,^oci.a to of, a. rr^ of t;:o ^'ov3

the I/.1 . Ch.'-snaye . !•-•> Tt-r, be Moyne /rroo.]) v«an oo

a v to cbtryeo -v;ere laid against Perri:t and the Sieur boisEeau. "iho 

batter, an agent of the r o::;7;oriy of the Farn? whicli held the r

on of bf-s /o:^ pel.t:; .--••;c

Althov;^h Prontenao uii cvor-ytbioy he oou] -• to • :l;rperi« the

n COOT. oil ; ..nt tho evidence to i-'ranco a.nd in

p-;-octtce of

the fcI! : Gv;in/~ year boisnoau was rocallod ood

er po:int at : psoo wos Pronlenao'r; uji]o

'--qiri.r-in/_; Cr?>?ad.1nnrj to cbiain. r ;;;-OHy)orbs for thoir t-bi-on'r.^. V.Tien 

o /nd the to^o-r-ity to rrot^gt ho vo-o -:ri)rtrar J ly 1'rprisonp'd

st^r ' ::- o^Jottor, tvplcaj.l;.1 , v/a°/ to recall bo Mi the ryver

tr« ir^tci-'-'?1 '' ^ n ^7^^? ?-..r.r.?.:.rent.j.v in tbo h'-.-lief that a o'-an^e in

91. ibia., rr 
9^. ibid., P*

, .
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ru-l v.os all' that v;-: required to refo-o ab;r-o- .-ie cVc'iOy rooi.od 

the inst.it-.uiiorjs ao in i.ho :;n'U" idua'ls who v-'CY-e rhaped by t.«--n a-d

•Although iDec:io.«? he U ovod in t>o -innocence of f;V on henao > s 

ooo^a, j^ Ih,rre vrao r- v ::r ibaloss the viot:hn of oahr-'nies ori.H.n 

C in the (iolov../. :'avi:vv; ir.:;tiiuU-d a ;-,;ste-i of trr..-io l ice^ccr- 

^v^ t:<-.OF: in !.he upp-r -r ( v!;.n trv :

scrne in rh^ ccjorv,* v/v;r-"> nuick t.c -InfV'm 4 ho'-

that I,-i j->^\:-^ V.T:'..I r;ofc only isrruir;/- r.or.n'^ v.
*^ -• -—..-»»-. ^j-», -....«

out had a. fir.a^cial int-irtst in thi.3 t ;r.?ae,

y, l.a harre d>r,.ied this hut j>- : f'-i:j.le-, 

}»is voice to •.' <• oth-.-.-r c.e^-' ; ctor:: ^cci;s^h

of at 4 r;::pf/ir. r-:; to u^ur-n >;i^ evftbo: •; ty i>' th- oov«re1r 
Council, of irt-rf'-rirp- in matters of justice, £- 
of sor : CNis rnlvc-v-r-Ht-i •-..!'. 11 in tho fi;r t^i

()om.:rtiGr. vras by 1,0 r.-~;'i,^ r.-fjtri ctod to the- . C;rei:>"o o'Tic ;.;;;! 3 :' r.
.. X

too sev-.;-nt,=;-:;nt;: centvory, '.'ince 'th>'-ro hr-d been ^.o -properly const! tuied

r of ^icadi.?., " p}^or%.ten^c ai;po.int<-d a crn}.:y, V;i"]l :'.•".' r^, v/ho no 

r h-id arrived or: tVi e spot i.ut he he^an to < ; :otort *'ees from the 

Ev-rrJif.h fipotr-^en for hie ovn pockot .'•;- (" carried on. an illofol •'/oaoe 

in fvir^ r: th the ^oyiTsh, In bin. defenso i - TOr.Bt be vo -i -3 tj.at he ras 

/^i vf-n no official salary* Tn lo^A he -was replroed on to- order- of tho

Coort b;/ Pe.r?'ot, -"•ho, havjing1 made hi:r,:--.?j f o:Ltro;-ojy unj-aToolor in
Q r> 

•.o.otroel '-^s ; 'oved. TJe promptly ioitaton vo.lliere'o T.ractice?5,"' "'

T;or ^"ae V?:n«bon, aopointod to replace j^rrot-rlu 16^1, any more 

oc.rupulcr'.c ^ince the Acad-: ans v/or^ ooo^o ov->!npla.ii)J or that he v,ras not 

ooly deforT:: ood to r:onorol: ze. i\\Q fr.- traoo hut ho was ajfo^ re. t a;.; ri ::.

for hi:: ov r uoe part oT the u--^«eoto arni rupp]i-s o^nt c-.-.it foi tre
06

lodians, iott.'.or"., aoa troops* '

93- ibid., p. 1?4.
f;!.'\' 3tr;'J., T!)« lhO«

!>!?. ibid., pp. ^28, 32?
96. trod., p., 3.94.



gh La i;r

rtoa]lod

i ,-j^y have fc^.er jr.: U. eaten in ' jr.c<-r-r<?c;t practiooo, 

i> 1 .. "'or frilitary failures* He '"oo an :1 ndecj ro.ve

-ror bi.t t ! -.p oc-lcmy'fi ^.a^e^s *»<'-• s a > , l^rt; In part ov lr;g to

3c8;;'or.-]y 2^0 -v .-vo t-.c.-r-v-i

r; Pranre. Of tho 1,OC-0 -usboln sup 

r'blo, vhiir r-'-.;0 of th^ .1,000 r-v.-orOr; 

. fn.;o 200 iroor-rr vhirh arrived :.n t; -j ''i,t^u : ;ri of "! r t'4 v;cre

i.?: for tv,ojr r-.y. I,':,. 

:rxr-: the

asu.t O;.^TIL not to h--:. vc

'-'C'.rri .to

-the c^,lo:il^,

card

alone; hut T.,-i B-rre at hie

to ib'5 C'-ygrt'?-.

of hor eubordl na, !

l.l ir; 

to ^/-ce
O7

joined t>;o l^ng list of 

r--.>: T.nr;p:i billty f'-'-' th--

Live.r T f L^i "arre V.'CIG not iii '\eelf CGniproir.!?^ o , he

ated 1/y the 4r" (:r fl2j.!:."

pi :?parec-

s s :' ^ovsrr.or, ]kr;o:rvi] '.lo , tl.;?-!.n it V-:R rrvor

10e -Store 3 vvero ir a t:;

that '.De !.':?ullcj e -hsd "b^eu .troi

hiw private profit; roi % >;.?d he vi~- n ;\&y

d.' Tn I(^
or] . "

v-.as s

in p-iihli'- ^oodr. i'

to dr. sis t

Ly tr.

To I! c--;ic;-;.viA] ^ , H'ccles /;avo M cle^.n "Uillin^ of bomcty. I : 'ot only

d:d r.he ^ T7.o::: tf. '.-• n to roduce

defences' of the coJony j.p. £;ood

ir:/; :nto o)-i his

ar:d to put

but v-hito refreln:: r;g front

butlon

o colec wrote:

1/j.ioh n trio tor rc'f;uiarions ^o"or!;ir.'A: copy/" for 
ho v/v r-i--.ri; iur trade vero i}:trod\.ic^r; . • "w

rt: had f;ra-tod tr.eoc porr-ir ;• in " 
irionci- a -id <-'prjoc-laiT>r;, I'er^or^vil'je ]:'i;ited the 

ni.;;; ; ber to tv/enty-five .•--•nd ^vr^r^o-d t..hor.i all to pocr/'cr

97< ibid., pp. 13?. Ir5- 
96-. jU.d./p.
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v,v o har; been o-ojiriod "roni Fiich .favours in 
the -r,ast. I->. tho-oby nr~<!o cnei::ieo of f;o;:o3 o'" tho rorc 

far. moo ir tho cc3ory

.-'ear, Uooh^rt d.e Chaorpipriy, :>-• Fogies' •.••'?•:• ceooor, h^ : over, did 

rot faro oo well ai tho historian's hai.'d;: :

-Vyeral .yvH.rs after Ch^'nir.ry 's -i^tDi-n to 
v.-fis i'vvi.iortod or; ;<;ood autbo-rity t-at, with tV:o cor.-

o:" ;? (^eo^c merf;h'^-t. ho hod r.-;Cc! £fj,000 Ijvroi- 
a year, t^'. : co T oi •:: a:vni;nl ;=:^?xi;-.-, hy sur^Tyins tho^tr- -ooo 
14T ita artjcloo ot' c"Jothjn~ on o I'-v-y.ayrr-erit bft si 8. ,-"'''

this -os c!'i:riii.r; o centvry vheyv t^e total onr-ual ^xror^-' -!vr- f'or 

j.''r;o.nce r«cver rose cd.ovo 5>co ; 000 l:".;,^-^^.

•M-.t.i bTontonaa re-KOpointsi? oo ;c:ovor;:or-general In ~l'"91 the fur 

p ood. ;., or:o^ of;ain hir .poivoto ooooroly. Nob only cid v;e 

v.-i th t ; o- reconstruction of Fort ioronterioc in 1^95 opri. 0;;t tr e 

L't explicit jnslr^otiorn of the ioiivloler, hut ho sor-'.oiioly v,eoke)}^d 

the w-c-r effort oy eendin.r trade pirtoes of over ooe ;.r;:r:cred r &o Into 

the upper country* This hod tho o.cidod inconveniorce oi" o.l:ono,tir:/r 

the- Ottawa tr?lbe hy di s-plo,cir^ tl'om as inii-Jnl? non,.. ..?.••• 16^6 it ho.d 

'br-cc^e arp^ront to the 'i^ristor, Ponto}:;- rtr/.ti'i, th--.-.t the v;ectern 

y:oots hod hoe>i os.tp,ojiohed . 'to eatisfy the p::reed of ooro of the . • 

officers, r-i-hor thoo for tho prosorva.tion o r' hhe colooy- ' a oto 

of ouffici^-rit : ; tron.gth fro::i v:hich to in for thot he had been con v; 

of tho a] lections thnt '^'onteoac v,os s^rapgliKv; oon co.t on the 

pifoltzt of ::'ilitory ndosiono, \vho ovhsequently traded their irur.i ti 

oa their ov;n account for fur;-.. "Undeterred, -hont^no.c co;r; ip\;od to 

or:,nive -with the off: o.ora :n this lll:v<:lt .tr.^ w /ua-

Ir fairnt-sp to -h-'- rrovernor aoo. ^^teri.o.i^nt the drain on the 

co]o-y'o ^rndo dirrlri^ this perJod duo to fraudulent rroctioGn can rot 

•:-r o,ttr:; hrd.-': solody to tlKr. Tir^-y i^onuortjy h--:d c'-'.-se to c--.rlo.ir!

, x>, 1/2,
100. ibid., p.
101.



rs and short v-hsh 

1:i: ° :h^hhlfk:.hJ: balanced hi.-; to^;r 

.v.j.rt'-.->:rrore, tho hocNdcd^ •!.«(.'•:••

cr :.:ir/? to iher;: frra hhoobpjh^t \vh-ro 

;U tho ^xy-enr- of tho colony ,

•^M the ih^rvdiar. trnde i-- •- 

c>--.\::jjes }«• d ccublo-1 ihr- p

for >h- ir^r «pc~t or r:-l:i. •-Ty 

K[. i ch go'dc v .;: r- sold -.! r Cyu;-i^;.i,

.;:T.r c to :.:- -

•.•'•i-^ insuranoo :>:,;, e to ?0.^. ;,!!. though ^•".-.•rr.v.-iy diispuirr Tacts

, ?Vori ter.en -•: ' t-o ;.•- 1 J .-v.^ d ih-vt thv ' R/y-o^k? tir.g co-'!, ,-^r • cof

li: the color.:/ w«s •• *' tr:bu l;^bj.e to sr -cu.lat.icn by two P:€. .''.,ors of the? 

^>vr-r'-iip Oo-.,nc.Il, d'^utHiri.l w.rid VI :i j ero,\- , whom L« rra.ln tallied Vi 

!"?!j.-:ht ,?.ll -J-.G c;:-t1;].e :r. th? vici^dty o/' QueV.-ec. !>-/ finally

the i;.;J:C:Ii!;;J:: J:- *o .irnrose rrico .cont'-o.lK in 

tv.e 1690' G the ^o-ve-r^.or .and i^^j^ian 

by the jri'-ii.ite

-.^y V.RS ccnvr;l^ir;in ;3: tli-'it lv.> h-?c- lost 4,000 li-T'efi 

bel)v; t::at he h-?d -i rirht to re era: p thl^? JCH;; in

to vry-v-^ in •t.h.e rishi:.:;; :ncurtry. In

r t;.e ar lire

v,'h«n i " the 60,000 livres

hy the Oieur ju>.er': 0:1 the •'.-xr.I se sh':j >^-; h^d hrouyht to

Oi/cheo, The ":i';ist^r d:ld not

hie c'.ci;ior;

iJn.VorUinr.tely, for th<- pericd following- 1701 there ir- .no

in scope T^y y to Eccl^s 1 , ^i^^h^J

hut when .:>d<? Miqv^.U.n'a. sequel 3 n it v;ill nl-'

c: escribe a co;itiriuat:cr] <• f the ^a:.r^ r-:o.rt of ral

I:.r;i1/-f:.'l kriov/lt;d.>;-- of the v.sriod it it; e to ro-int 1o y.

.': of t>-o kird. I'.M.n? hu vm v frr ^xa'.rJv^, jn hrr-r ocotoral

onr rdc "I^vtl oari'-rth- ' iyF- ;c to

^, j bid., pn. 209, 211.



177,

n (;.;.P KL.n^ar-j-.iod d'^uteui 1 ' o ^e;nor^r^;o wr.i ^Jr.

In t'-p early y*,.-aro of Ihe r> -tury '---fore IT.'/, 'h 
1: tend?;nt:s i-^c'v'.h-'T-jxoii:1- i.ric h^d^t wer-- saicl v/.: h?-. 
^moroH^-d ;he .'ioorfl trs •;.'<? ir. f 'oodf -tuff '• , toy :'•:;<•; 
flour and :>o-it a< r""^-v" *:doh they ht.d th;-: po-v€r to

! ix and then :-e3 Hn~ 1t:e r-r'-'.n.ai^-ir; -'it ;-ue : . rj--Jvar'cr-?r1 ^ 
T.,-l-es bov-, to the •j-'hlio r-.i •:: t^ t/'o I'in^ 1 ;; ;;U'r^G. -"-'.

•Hr; (J hp-r t«r-^: 0 " -<.•• fere-ic^ b- •'•.•?: V-ros^^r -^e irr'^ht •/.•oil hr-.vr gore 

to obcc:-e t;-.atdVai.^pii acou^d -11 three J_ ;\tn^.ar:i;_s: Ch?-.jnr :i -n;/' , 

.?:>iayh?.rvjoin and Ea-dot, ^3 r.oll as the 

if'-q^e^ 1 •:>-.•; i.^-v.^rr--. r> + <•••';. ir.i.Gr-r^r.ti or 

of jurtice n;: ^ebslf of th«ir fV.'ourites, Hc> ^«e-rte<i t.hr-.t 7^x;dri' uil, 

reauharucif:, o^-d Kardot o-^r. .•••]". j. :•>:: '? to si^yrce t?,e .dil •••-• eto-n of r> r. 

Cor:v.--: v-..v of th^ "^irj:: in orde-r- to- rroi^ot t^:ir f r :' r- i i d G ^rd reln.'trLv^o 

fr^n. ch.irros of ^ ^e'z-^l.f .Trent 'in t'.e f - rts, ^nd in crder to c^ntinuo 

tc K'X,.'o ;.'t "urc dev.pi 4-'-; ^- T^ro v; i>-i 1.1 on ordered t ;"••':•• J'v/race. Be^-jh^jrioi^ 

is alle^'i t c -jf-ve rvoeiTed. r:.C£til_l^ of gee 'Is Into t.lie F.torrs ;:t . 

^roatly irilotpd. -prices or, hir: brother's account, and T;^ n-j.;/e 

cor.vpj'rod v;i->: Vauo'r.^^il :l n fra«v?s rerpetrnted a^Jnr.t nmdw ^or the 

for to lie?; t.joi;n ard for the troopc. ?av.ureirj.l -; 3 naid to havo carried 

en ar: illerrod trado 'in rj.jrlir' to .the Indians and rnont r.ciriov'-? of 

^11, to ivvve h^co!;e r.-o c >.••'-? ply c^ T-T^roiiii^ed V,-y trade with ih^ p.nr.lis}i

• s to h/r r e ;^-opai'dised the security of tie colony during 7>: ar "by 

r-^nni ttj.ri/: U:.^rl-'^d ;;.hiinvto rr..-j 1 ri",ht up to Ouehf-n. In short there 

in .not rr accv.A:atiori -iis^:r^ fron thot:.o directed agatnr-t Birot b^t 

Pj^ot •'•?;>: ijever accuaed of corr-ron-:j sin^ so il;;.::rantly the security 

of -;>he country.

*.Althoi;;,h vv j Id in -the ext:>"-o, .there -aay be f, yorair; of truth :in 

d ^utftui 1 f r-; allegation ih'<t >randreuil >;rd 2«:'a-ah«rr.oic ^eie permitted 

to conti'ruo on tnoi^ course or.l;y due to -i,|-.: pro t---ctioi o f the rvi.nir;ter

by Lunr.. p
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] ''5 .

/vh the Council ^eve too i o_+r.o<J;;nt ;i r.lir:7--. r.e::.rie;aod forbid 

i^.'n to en,:e;eo in trade boll; l :eQ;;v;e.e it joterzered *ith the T>er.fo:.e~ 

once of hie of i-ici?:! derive rirri eeceuee i". ;-v;e bou>v:i tc ore.judjoo 

tee corrr.t ?•:•••-:•-• of tho L:orohen1.o ov;ir:g to the r; : eiol or<T.oehe;:i tie;; 

v.heien aja ?•<.•. '.ritiori .^ Kv r^ :n? jt toov v-o stor-s t^- remove h5.in -fi^.ni 

n-'-Ior,-!,. ii. :.- W; -: ur^.ikf:.!.;/ th.o.t hi:; <uji.ivitv-x: v.'.-iuui iot.ve 

even thi.9 do:-5>.-- r,! 1 official alrer.oion h-d not tb^ ^..^r-cy 

prr-ci-ita-ed ?---n ^^^ivretic, though bri-f < ; ff ( rrr <• t r-'-iVrr'. ho >.t":y 

cr-n-.e?-- tr^-i that Inc .-:• j or fffnct of th-- r-j-prtrir-incl w.-s to eam^ ?;o:--on 

lo ^Ink ir:to .a.h;;o?:t. toul loth;,rgy. Although the .-bsor^c of cor:;nen t

v;y: ;ld appear to indi<;;.te th?t -e o

perch Un.1 the ocecunts ^f Me Povr:l oi:ores at Hcnt:-eal, 

!^:v.e, aecl •'.-. -.-'r:--c tc o^t^rior-ate into ' to U. j dicax-ray ' ^-^d 

h-:.v? connived vjith ti-ie; colo;oal trea^'urer i): the erphe^^l-mei: t; of 

r.l T^/,<:. In 1720, for p:v-,r-,ple, the f-r/j for the rede^t:/;;- o f ' 

the c,.rd noney y;;«s fc-un^ to be :rex-j-;3.i<'.- j bly <:-.v.-;rdrfivTi h/ 157 ? 2jl

0 yea!:- V-. : ,;oieu:i 1 ves r.oved. to complain • to

the COJ.T;C:*I. of i.he hari;:e of the e, sp:; c^ cuelj rv/.-; ft depict: on o ;' the 

fund of cv.^clv-? F,f-nt to i'-.<:: •^)~l.c.ny, Alt;~ou.gb T'Tcrioted to t:,

of Je hT -:.vre ir. ?-72"^, Be^on VT; ;-; Horaouis v:ed to brin :^ all the records

] n6 required to /rive a fell e^c.1 f.. nation of 'ri r- retr-v^rdt-hip^

J TOCQ .r-;rt .. ?.i,';-.ot',s ire::-- diete pTodeco^:--o:r. is ^enerKJly hej.leved 

to hove been o relatively honest and fru.^a.'l ?^crni nirt.r>i lor. 

ho-'.-ever, Tr^k^o irr-couert rather than rdr^t, Lhe ^xeeplion, ;:nd 

ro<:q-''; ;..r-t 'the ;;• oe ! , h'~d diflhoalty in eentr>lnir,p: hhe e.eeuiei 

inst:hnctr «;f v;is RTibordir-ntee; «.s hut o sreul rariiilinr: of the offieiel 

e shoes. A ^-i^.ro__d^_r.c;.; of trie 13 Kay . 1'MO noted.

106.- Dir-.tif-.nhry '"•' -Canafb'^n Txic^r^r^yr v '--•- '"^T r pp. 60, 61,



Kooqi:::<rt ;y.?d dor- well t,o recall tro L'.r ]/3. force, rj.FiJlS.

* -^--i;-ara, ! z\i:r "lor: co-r.;oiSF>m';or: ou'il a oue:; de sa

-'!:.. inioi. ration ', ]i; ' 7 .c>^. *• letter of the In Arril 1741 to 

reveal ou tr^t boJY;o.^ 1720 ond I'Uft I.-?. Fore?:- roa o-j'-^I

.-i.vves on a vo-;;jno of 372,7H? lr^rc_s of #voo<l5" f--;nt to

.., 
- •-' L * '•!•'] 'R i;.-.lrij ^:ter v;;-,.s c.i 5 -v:' nc^:i thnt, thes^ ^ort'i oi" rinlv'

v t.i r^.s v:r.>.r .sren^rrrl a/rri j- ; .->cr»iiart •/;••, s a:di"o- i.yi^rj t" k-.ap a cl 

vriiicn o- : The o! M--:- ^^I^;^ n:^f -a/ : Jpr; but the fij:;:i lit;/ oT. -vuc-lt 

r-t2ap.:vres v;.?.:? illustrated v/'-^i on i,he JO Apr.U . 1742 tho .-mc

vas forced to concede t; •. t if U f-'orco just dt-J. not 

:P none;; to ::aK.i lull r-'-tii.tntion thftii th'-re V/H,<-; ::,o r.olnt :r^

c' f-iT-thei- p.-or.^r.-?. :; n ^s r^airK-jt hin/1 '^- 

On the 27 "hVbruar,/. 1742 ^.ho r.i r-i st-r reve- lc-d tV.r- derr^e to 

v/iich ocr-ruvtion. had bacr -:v; ins't j tutior-.ali^ocl in' the prcyhjctlon of 

br^ad-in tho hoyal Stoves r;' decidi*:^; to throv t.ri.^ :. ndur. tr;/ ";^ck 

ilr.tc the private Factor. Even r.llo^in.^ for private soctf)r pro Tit 

f-'nd f.;-. jncro.-i?--p in t;.-:'J;iry tn -i he ^T-oep jv^a^rrr:. 'pcv.t- (!'- s) 

r!odoi-:;: a.^«r. . «r.u profit '.rj'ils tr-r-uvr,j.Grit u^ns l- ; fab:KcaViO!j du 

pa-'n 1 , he believed this would re ̂ ,2 It iri p : ::ubsl.a -r'-i nl savir,^ to t"-;o 

C rovn :

travail d ?• r r • le s ^-;. ',.-.. rinr,, doit C-JKPJ 
mettre a port-.'e de veiller avt-c r-Jus de soin a la

io^ der. eff.ets et a errrecbe-r-- ovi'il n'en we it" ! "• n '
:it do 

gh th? minister v?.s c-."-; v:ince^ Lh,? t f;lop T -;/ ficco^Mt'iinr in

v.or. ;-jible a. v. i;^e rar/'-o o r r.alv--(->rp':rl,-.lonr. , be left no doubt 

"but t?,a.t it v-ar? in t:-- vnldorness Ihat rnorr-t of tho .-;ovorr:'r,e::t ' s fnrid 

were dioarpearlrio. C-n the 12' Apr:' .3 , 17'-;'' the Tninjnter co-.nla^red to

107. AC, B 70,
R. AC, li 72,

^.G, B 74-
•-: <'•<• /O, L 74.
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.hoc^.haraoi- ahuih; the coa timing (iira^vy-ranci- ot ; :un?-;. *r.d nc'- 

•ot only the pair; officers of ina Ueni io. . 'ul; -vor ac^sc-i

. .11. v,-;jn a the:-> r <:•.•>- a + e on

•he 15 A-vrU, 17/15 -vhich rc--.il r,o-j in a H--; -c -lin^noe oa tVe ] I'ay.

of th;- f-G.'::e y--r, 131 J)r ,, ro thv-r loiter of i/ia lo Ava-jl, 1742 i;ho

in-^i to B^^ol^^^o ' s or^ };cc-]ivi.r- \: t>.r,.t .'jlor.r./ ^c^ 

ir.{; V/HS r^j^.l-!; •;:;:- in doub^-.? TO'-r'^v1:;- lo tiu: tvO cp:-. in iho ™.':i ]•''•• 

ond lil.--;v:;..-:.o m t'ry? 1? of the; A:on'h >- ob^rv^a O^;, ne^O. :!.;.. - i »-.ce 

T ' :>-uit-Jr.j In Iho r!otor5o:"-too 1' of J:'i li.tr-: 27 h-irco'^re ,'-rd frovr] i 

t>;^ corstri;.r-ti<>tt .--.^d re mi r of tho iV.rtr;. On l',t? 20 Ar;r3l ? the

'. :.r-U-t*?r o'j'^r'vvd that 3-,:<:if:/ :' n 'f'o ;Ji;- l.ri Sutler, of pr to

•] i 2 
n t.]'.o colony/"""" and or- tF-o co;-aiiUn:!cM ted bis I ;; •-•'?:. ho

::-p a co^rleio prcvo. rovtion of fVi v; t.r-iae on Hie parr of t.h---' fo:"t
11 V> 1". •'•

c ;.:.-"'aider^. ' .^ olro insisted on Iho 1 '? .April,""" th.nt, the

r.or;;;r->ar; J ;- ' -;^r;o7:o' : / or i '^^ roJ o of v.'iri^ ?-ittd oToritn to tlip-o-r r^.-T' \-: 

to hri f.^r-r.iinp.t.f-d, IU;? "•":.' ^5 R f ' -it d'd to the hveal:-do- -^ o r ^11 

di3o:p]i].o. In thp £;oro-;2 rhi. O]" the 30 B^auhar- o

coined of :r.;-:Mff -' ej^-nt :' on to iJie por-v-nti^ii; r-f frauds in

tho c-jr;.tc-o:- a.r : d in the foodstuff .^ sv.prl-'-i-d fy the h^h-i_t,g.n'lj;< . In 

sho'T'i, the adivh nistration --OG .riddled, v;:'.. In corn;pt:ori arid evon a 

'••'.• putedly faithful _:.-•• tore a at apr^ar;- to have "'.•-'-•'."-n heJ v l^:-;-- ia the

:e of the -'0;-:t roydo cit. o:o-aa't

•Nor varj oor^apti on ?-:t' rr 3 nd .tt;.--i-i or:al ir.od

cu to

nraot:ico< jn

anri ov:x detail

; with 1ho frvuos o r> d '

111. AGj B 74, ';6*.
112. AC, B 7/, p. 323*
ir;. AC ? B 74, p, 392.
11^. AC, B 74; P* 210.
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"' ~''"'

dn 1 nut . rrade ' , " " J the Icr;^ \:\.?*&

*'". tort 'ens of Groza I: ,"' ~''"' aaa IV- li'uluai *cai,sa tior.fi o?' ^overnor, 

^. :':othe and .^vl^ijl^lf^r^ A;?, lor- of illicit trade. J-- Cf:l o>j ng in

lae ..\oy?-l Store v, r^lw-'rcMtion of aablic- f'^da and the ;-,? ^ofl 
]_"! 7 .

o.t 1 /iu^tice. "'• Ajrhoi^i J.:-^?.'? f:ilf-.f:;j.i.d-or'f7" h---vG to bo r.-, ,•••!.« ally

o.ne to i,he r,i».\.c i;araJ. e?.nijt.v be

had L- lr-->tv e ar . t i i) ; -j c los h'-en rori-. c^rl by L,'p- nay 

i'n. 3 .' -'.V5 than ^.i:b'-'rt ^;T--; r^ii-l^/': <'o;^bt^ r/dcn;.t the •£-o v f;rr:or' :-:

iov^ r^lationr- v/.-.-r^ further F'.^i-oo, hov.-^

TO by ••^- ^oxwFjn^
\ 1 tt"" ly of a r 'k'Od of

'y corr-s/:: :-d-?^no rirop. Hubert ' r.1 P ] ly -h ga •.' n -. t J/r:inay, 

Tsierv:' 1J-- , V.-.-VK- r.^r-ed co-ni -i^nda '••'•, r ' / :;':'^2J-- H'.' ^-T^O., ;<.ov-°v>.:r, the 

o^i'Tcr.'dl^ of th^ color:;/ wrrre a^ain acc^sinr: oach other of dishon^Ly 

?,• '1 n ••iooirpetor.cc ^ oharye? \vhi.ch v/^re cor.fir"?d by the co^rvRny ! s
.r

a^«n 4:, , Boi sbrj.ar; t* hr: part •; onlar >^« accused Hubort of an un;--:crv'.T-.:jl.O:.is

nor:.v.:o.-j{~eL-i°r t of the cc-:.:>e:/ay ' a atores," v/Ith the r--au.lt that; Hubert 

h^ c : duti-rs arid aaked to be recalled, '-'or ^er« the j

officials a^y riior^ ' ;.fficlont or trustv--or thy, since rvftor an -^ raly ̂ i;^ 

:.r.dividus.l by individual, Giraud concluded that in the early r'20'r:

la corii'nsion etait si ^raade dane la colorie, lea a 
r:i r.a-nbr-:;,-,:^ qu'il n'eut p'^ R ^ t.e ror-cibl^. r: ; p'ne aveo 
un p ie, d'y netia^e fi'- ; rap: der.or.t, : l " '~

ea; i i,r.- re:-eated aftrnats to eradicate abuses suc/h as the 

iea of lh.-- post co ; , i ;ande:r-s v;bo forced the lo::.als bo purohase

115. Parcel ''iraad, l^^'^cyi 
	f olio-it yr-

116. Ibid., •-. 272, 275, i;75,
117. ibid., ;;,. r:83.
138. ihjd., ii. 91-
t;9. ibid., iii. ?i9.^,
120, ibid., :5-ji. 53° -

Hif^aa^ i- and



1-3.

~ooda ni inn/vi.-d ; \riccr; they eor.t-hi;j-d to fl.'U'.i?h, if ody bee; v so 

t:--<-> vac - certain Ic^Lt^'cy in t.ho ooi;.r ;rrv.i^r-. ' ao-ire to -uprlo 

the-:r ir.^a^-r-t- f.-iLvries. 1 '' 1 Nor Yvoro the troop:; airo.n.-iblo t? ?i 5 '-y but 

the most violent of r>.^ur^G, eo-po-ed ;•.?. th*.y v;or- of 'dwrvrfn, th 

b-ndlts and -ioioir; Chirac i-rs' , ] " 2 '"at i.f discipline ,,-is '.'-c-plG^- ;>lo 

it liHd in p;...rt to l.e attributed 'o l^ok oT ^up^jier, f:>cd , refnjlar 

TT--V t ar-d :,h-- i.^^d to hill-i i:br troops ;.-.nrj^; tho oj tj.zc-rry. ^or v;r/-e 

ul. Ar;er? ir t: v. :. payr^c-t of-.Ui^ t— ope • - ily .-r'ui: cated /' ̂ ^ ;

Aithou,r.h Le j*;orm;.int, f^nt o-.it in 17/|/| to clear up the rr.^ss Ivi't 

ai tor the thirteen yoaro of co.T/f:: ' ' •-^irc-ordonnaf-eur Salmon ' a ;;.dn;ir-

!?• t/'o.tion, reported th-it under t^e circuriistances no-one could h'Wi
- 9^ 

'k.r.o byttor,'L " Verraill'-H r'.M! ••j.i i ^d Mtursc'V-.'-id in It", corr/iction thr.t

bad. '--ci,cc, : aveo i:n'; cr

r'Dn at lear-t Decerriber 1739 tho niJr.'iEtor h.id b.-.eri c ;mp '1 « 1 r- -i r- fr to 

o^-lron -; 1,oii t over K rend !::£• and sericnr irre^iilari t.y in the oc-lor 

accounts v;hie;-. o.^'ld be attributed :r p?.rt t-.i !-.• r-^p r-lverpat- o

in tl;e i'orts but, ho observed, pointedly-, the accounts of t3;0 Stores
1^6

ji! tli-e centra of the colo;?y ^erc a.] so ir: ,-.b;/ei;ujl ccfifv^ion* ' By

17^0 'the Minister h--:d .v::fficioritly <?'ol:ld ini'orrr;^ t.io;j to all^-^o

pv'nf rrnn.r tionr } ar;air/nt Ihe colonial /.di.,iri£:.tration,

l'rai;d in tl'.r-; c.'.;r:. "traction of tj^o ;>-•-'/ Orleans barr^oks and irrcr
*i f - '

oxpenditur'-:~ rhich vvore o.r.rrr. "ie to.'v i;/iaooouniv:d for., *" In r;pite of

. ons fro-; tho rr:inir.-,tcr 

improved a<"-co'-r:tir'v-:, yec.r uy ;/o?rr the :-.:! t-ir-it/i c:n :; r.err.ed or;ly to

2, ibid,, -.-..:•.. c, 0 ,
125. ibjri. , p.. 92.
ir-^ ibid., p, '^..
l:;5. -AC, B '/A.'Mr-.i-rlcr- to Lo NCT--~,: t, 30 Apr.i.1 1744.
Kr.6. .AC, B 68, 24 "•• comber j.?39 ; •''•^•^ p. 4- : -7*
127. /.,?, j: 70, 28



fieterioaata until tho mir<! ater boyaa to rtjrd^r vhother .c na. rnori va ^

I r^ O
not .hirr'.jlf t:--r. : ou3ly . v>orT;r07;T:.r-.orU''''" That a aar-jb- ar of rubordin- 

vvf;ro t/ oroa."hly corrupt, there v.-gs no doubt, 

N;>. larvjlly, tho deeply *-pc tod nhi^-oo - : ^v,;. not te-ainato^ "by a

O 111 ''" ;"» i ri~r ••"!,-' .• j.. i • ., r ,, . "> T', - ' P v. " f\-f-,", • ,-* .•

•I';.' ohor^es; in i^ early jTo'O's that r;ovornor V,-vun.rev:i 1

d on fha pasts aere -'y."o-,.!jd].oR^, t]ib li bol ih^^oa i." ;.j'i; .t 

^ro'.o, ?va tj or of Nov.- Orlean'O, and T! rajerar: • , ocrr^aacor of thrj . 

Illinois coi.vv; of V//,a t-ook advaran^/a; of the r<y-'- r- :or' o yo-". w.111 /" y 

r'ePorrin-; ' : o, ' tha doubtful ho^-sty of '.ho T-'Or-.t cor/r.-; ;dero, the 

lac-: of di^c5pl:>-e of tho tro<-n;i, and tho favcritis.^ tora-d the

;isJa:-aa, ' Lenai-^-ux ricci.Tronted that if ^avrlre.^i 1:

«l:'cl riot succ;ep-d in 
than i-:i;-;, pio^ecessorp hfd, it ?,p,g an i;'ir/: r*:-,nt p-:rt c 
the a dr.; irdrlrative s.truct.ijro of French houiria'V' , 
a sparcely populated color.y in whirh the military 
el^'.:;eit rep --:-:i-:rrited an excessive fo-oo^ 1 ?

.And v/-r.p-!; V;as said of th^ rili.tary cs v ! bt- brr^ideneo to refer to l.ho 

vholo rrin^e cf insf i tutior;n.li:;,;:d i'?-aud with equal ^alidily.

It ir: not Hurr'risimr that th^ Sovo-n Y^-'.r^ v.'ar b-y ir..-.rcar?ir,-g 

vrs\ disrur-ting co •;.''« ;Vai oatio:: v/-:th Frq^oe, pluri^ad h

or- of hor ^ic>r?.i ci'ires. T;:,o iojn?es. in the CIV<T— ol bt

^nor Kerlereo anci a^narnn t_riryx Ko< p:hcn'OT-e have ab^eocly bt;en
1 T "I" but rjov.' tb? f ".heir historical r-.oni.<.xt has h

cr-''bs^ , it :^s a? -t -r.TTja.te that thrv ooajld ; ;o r:-:u:r^'-rd. to . arairu 

T-'r:'ofly, the oo~nploi^ J i' ..^a^^ri: rlooho;;;oi'e arc rot only thnt he

atureo, di ?:-.-• cr .anta.^,oo-as to thr- colory .and t-:; 'ho

B IB, -:;o 1^ :!orna-r" , 30 Ap::'i: 1744 
129. • I--ri•"•,;:•:. op.cdt., pp. :H5-]17, 1?3- 
150. ibid., ;.. l?5. 

Geo av.o-^>, pp.
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i v:rc,x;h rofooii^ to 

.p..r-'..-!lt tv r cr rp-toh of a convoy durir>~ t<-: ; -r^tiro v^rr., r.nO th.vn 

::i*k-JnE profits of /leO-.hU)/* on ;;oo^s ho r;o]d to th'' " -o^n i'l the 

Illinois. TKir;, it, W ;i<' ^'.IriUlncd, ^-3 the r^i.-.-.n f.-.:-r.t.l-e

O l-;-;;^ jr the T].v; r;O j r; d;;r:i-r; ? four 

hi^ broth -::.•--:! r- V..r ' :• nroVoction, de Kcy^r). 

of. :.ho Ill;|r-ois i- allc^-eo t..-» '-ivr- reqr.i t:i ; ioncd f.our 

the :i:-hRh-.t;nr!-- ^r^-h V-o l^te-r f-:ol^ , tc^t-pr V ;i th 

«5.! 0 -:^ IT-:- }.--.« i;,v.y.L Storos, to ih«- jltiglish fcr hi- -. 

:r>-.v? ;>.G «l;:;o ;u].r^?d to h?\ve forced R^ch-^'ore to -.urcn 

frc.i;i. his j'a^our? top. o t, e- o-hj t?mt p::'ico^ arj>r o?.J as having ' 

the corr'tr-.:ot^o;i of nr-vthor; z(.-]. forl if i canons rhioh' '-/-n -o 

1,0 riG ''h:- i.-vr: as ii'-d vr,,-j^. fV-,r :it. fh-.vr'l-:- t}j: r ---\tr-c? that con'

Va;:/iTffvd 1 had rvioelve^U ""' Like B;/:ct he h&d lnvb;:h ry-
^ /' 0 t'-d for his own '"''' -

to h?.ve "orc^d Hoc::emo?--o to pnroh-<;e froiT; hi,<3 jierLO^vn.. atock

"'""qi:.arifi !-;: e? of '-:,pcrfluoi:s supplied o.t inn

In chorl, there s^orr:o to hove i cevi hardly ao oho^e v;hi.oh the 

^r--eT-r.rr v act rot T\; rpe j.r.r ' tod v/j. th ahor^don. Althonr^h the •ino^oi^o

"''"''>'"""'" " -^

tV;e po:'r:t i? rr-'--:.de. If 'Roohemore t/or; corrupt s the governor too

:in f.'-.ct.

in a oertwry r»f Arn^'j o.ar r.rlnri oiotrt t:i.o v ' to h^vo heer) s? 

offncia" lirho die: ro" or: ;-or;H i r: sorre forr: of ill:lcit p-aotico,

oo e;do;"^o MS t- he oalVly labol'ied iy:stit n ? 4o'onalized,

,, pr- t
140. ihid. , p., 64.
l."I« '-Md., r-. 6%
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Ch'APTHR V

GOLCK1AL ABV:n;T STATION

Since the .-(Irani sire- live structures of thy Pre-nch colonies 

been described frequently it vculd be otiose to repeat v/hat

liMS-al:rv.«i3y b^n yell &aid.' On the cthor h-ndj it is impossible

to <Ubci;ss the f& v'itkout h-vir^; said

aLout the- inctiluticnal r-truc'i.tti;>:s ir< which Bigot h:-*d to function,
.» /

Consequently , this chapter v;J31 set forth or:ly briefly the
/

hJHloric;.,! de;velo-.v'^nt of, the offJce of ip'r^'^il. ^ ! ^ :^ "! '^e excretion

of its powers. 3t vdll mov- on rapidly o'ver v)ie rt-l^t.:ons

the ;;;-o %.-e.ii:or, Jn_L^nqi-;.nt_ f.nd ffiinisi>-;r .in order to settle into i-.rt

»r;;rii;:inc-tlon of the pa.rtie.ular difficvj tios wrdcb 31 ̂ o'; -;q-o

in the d.if;char^e of his functions, !ihi^ \-:ill prepare the t'rrc-un«

for a careful r-vconciderotion, in the i'o.l].OY.?in^ ch.-~.pter, of his

relationship with Hradis ar,d the or:.:rrf>:s which v-ere brought c,gc,:

him in l'/6l.

Sr:lutin5 Bif-.'ot as fjO t ;r^,.5;j?^..et_yr;r^ £-•..;£, or, the 1 r»iy, 1 

his niofit Christian imMjeoty, J.-oui^ J-."\,r , !-dr;^: of ?„-•<; ?JGO, cocv:v,iS£.d ;n,
T"

the SJ", Franr--de .Bigot, £;u"bde].e ;v;ate of the i£tfnde.nt of ir;ew Prance,

> to
2"act in t.V.e full c-prcity of the ^Jl£I:(:^»:i ^ r' i ' ;^- s ' fa3ev,ce, " Since

wry rarely visited that reeky cu.tpcst of his 

it vras atr.-,x,rt the .€r.»ton.e<; to the Gulf of St.

1. Se&j for rocar,ple, Guy F.r-ogov.lt, 
r>v->;ncr-Lij3,- op.cit., ;v.o 

" Ancienne
-r.j Chfii-.iv;ion, 

2. AC, B 68, p. 32o.



lh« key to cc,. •••:-••,•:>:• icatl on \viKy Canada bu.t a thousand miles east of

L.'y/al-.-c-r: city: tV.c ^o^^l^r^re-cixo^ria tov-v of Jclo Foyale was 

vjrtuclly -autonomous. Liko the Cj;^.^^;l^-o^cj^;.;;£l£ur of Louisiana, 

£l enough nor:;in--lly subject to tho intf ridfci.-rt of New Fra::oe, ho lo<; k 

his lnc J./:-^tio:- s }.3rio..r-j.iy f:.o;i Ver^illos. J. S. .,cL^:^i noted

e-"^ .lr,te-riJ:..nt < f (Jrnnda 
f-l'but tho affairs of Is;lo Ko.;oje on'Jy Jn r-s fr-:r ,
at- the 'b'aeri.V'.e^r.-, of . tbo tvc. oclcii3€.3 v;;.; ;j v.oncerried.

There were exceptions j Li^t, hiDiFc?i s .->e .i^.^i;^^l of ^ 

•sp.'-rt tvo uiontho our.'.ng the :-r^,itr of 3749 at Loi:-: Bl'.our.y re-^fstabl.:- sh 

:.ng the rdGun.itti-ativi struclurcs of the calory, i'jre typical, 

however, v^i hJ s Jiitervcnt'ion fron Q.Lx-c.r-.o liy a letter of the Is] 

1752 by ^hich h-3 ordered the •^^i^-^'j^-^^^f^-^^i w prepare the 

of .n;ijlqive, and ;';^:£^G for l>,ve V^rtu in Ui.'.- ;cD.'io.vir;.v: yv

it VT..S t^.-ice a" expensive to oliip it from Quebec* ^- 

Interventions were cuitc raro. So, despite the detailed and 

scholarly difftinctiune craven l.-y Lenieux, it is still true to yay th-:-,b 

Sigot e.s ^d^d^fj^^j^^dd^^'d;!-^^^ prorclrod r^uch the s^e pcivcr at 

Isle Royale, though over a much o^cller cclcriju as he vas to en,jc/

3- JjrT\:'-ji!:2J^.^...:!ZT-ZJ,^^^ London, 1918
p. 4/1. 

4, 'C.P.A., KG 18, 08(1)



subsequently a a Intend ant in Canada. Since the two of rices were so
/

vt-ry nearly the .same the .description of the inteadanc^ which follows 

can fee taken to subsume that

Although •intendgntsi and £oj^J^fii,22L-_9Xr^lHHlSH^ maintained a 

regular correspondence with the .'minister concerning: all aspects of 

their administration, they v-^7:e much too i'ar removed from Versailles 

to act as rr./:re cyphers* fi"rie round trip taking anywhere from three

•"to fO-X months, depending on the time pf y^-T1 , Ajuericau colonial 

administrators, even more than the j^ari^aiitfi of .£?-&nee, though jn 

theory completely subordinated to Versailles, exercised a largo

•Erasure of discretionary authority* In his m|nioire Bigot's view of 

the situation -*as described:

S'il desire etre .to la ire sur quelquo point qul
rasse, a peine trouve-t-il quelqu'un avec 

qui il puisse s'en expliquer. S'i.l lui est ne.cer- 
saire de consul ter le Ministre, il faut u,n an entier 
pour qu'il puisse rece^oir sa reponse* En attendant,

5» Lemienx, intent upon correcting the .: u p::- seion that the office 
of £^^y^3ai.rje^c^dpji)3^^ wa^ identical to that of ^-t^1 '-^!^ 
but in a less significant colony, quoted Bart, arpirlng tha"t the 
two offices \?'3.r6 historically quite different , the former 
originating as a subordinate administrative post within the 
r."urir?.e, th.e l^tt^r a.'v a royal delegate, 'charged vd.tV» ^••.-parvisicn 

• over .local goveivi;.:t;nt, end -to inquire into, correct and reform 
abuses therein. 1 (Henry Plauche Dart, '!Ebe legal Institutions 
of Jouisicna 1 , ^Zjt^^^ggis.Jl^ II (jan^-.^ry, 1919), 
pp. 78-79-) Le^nieux -vent on to point out that v.-hereaB an intfindent 
was by virtue of his c-ornmissiori invested with full authority over 
!':.;>•. nee, justice nrA ];olico: . f tho position or title of "cx'.smiss-v.i 
of marine and "con^is.snire ordonnateur" did not autcms tically 
include judicial duties, membership in the Superior Codicil, or 
the position of first councillor in the Council. It was upon ̂ 
receipt of the coi ̂ lesion of first councillor that they were 
aes.i gn'ed judicial duties. 1 Le/ideux was also at pains to shov/ that 
the office of ^S^3:^^^^Z^^ (2^^i^I,. v:as ^cither a-s powerful nor 
as prestigious a.n the 2,,ILi:£?19:i.Hi> ^ut 'v:hal that dist.ir'Ctio.ii amounted 
to was essentially that ^he:;:eo.« the letters .patent permitted a
m^e^dieu in the sf.nctu/iry to the j.rij;Gn_ar.n1; this vas denied to the 
Tyrdc-nriRttri;. (ix-uroeux, op«cit. ? pp. ^0-.52.)



soiwent il ect n'ces&nire d'agir. .11 i'^ut dorc 
qu'il prenne la decision sur lui. ^Si t caris sa 
rnarche, il rencc^/'-re une difficult^ que lui jasse 
le Gouverncr-r, il feut qu 1 :;! e'arrete; et, que3que 
sage, ov.f--lt.4ue K-.;iu.UJ.re :GUG puisse etre le parti 
qu'il se propotw, il laut qu'il I'afeandonne, SU1 
n't'Hoit c.: u'a qyo.lques .journeV.<: de la Cour, il 
t'criroit, il prendroit des orerep* Ces ordres 
fv:ro5ent la Loi -du Oouvtrneur cav:;p. la crionne,- et

. -»• 4 ** t - & . .,. * % f Z

les >>rn-qj'ii le separent du L'.trJ.ttre, le forcent 
d'.cr.'i^Tiiitr de son chef,-ni!!»':• chores sur '1-ysquelles 
il ne peut que suivre les r*iouv«?n,enfj de sa conscience,

I " ,r^

.Sroad.' thai.v:h -the -cSi^creti-onatry po^er of the office vss-, definite

had to y-ork within colonial institutions vhich }>.;--<l be^n shaped >:y 

xhe orflonnanc€B_ of their or^dectsser^ and edicts frora Versailles. 

iTor vr.c their pov.er xvnchecked within the colony itself. Ax Bigpi 

K;r:-rationed, there ^aa a.lv^ays & governor jealous of h5s prerogatives., 

as Y,:«H\as *'-3Jibitious colo.nisls with whoi^ he had to contend.. In thci 

case of the latter, an ^nl^v.d^.nt^ position, Bigot maintained 9 was 

delicate:

D'un autre cot*'*, qu'arrive-t-il de .cetto 
rit.ua.ticn, cui, tenant les Chefs de la Colorrie 
clodyios c'.u L:J.r:istre les for-: e de prencire 5>ur 
'3ux une ir.altilude de d6cii?:ior:.f-.? 11 ?vrrive que, 
d^ns 1'intf'ricur ce la Coj.on:-••-••, on 3eur impute 
tout le d > 'f::n.;.rre?'-.Gnt df^s ordres cui deplai;;;f-nt, • 
no^-r^ulenent de ceux qu'ils dcnnent eux-ir.ewes, 
in''-;!.'?• encore de oeux ou'ils ne font que notifies, 
et qvri leur sorit envoyes direct?n.ent de la Ccur* 
n'.--u.Y?.:>ri fc ils .n ! y ont pas eu la n;oinc're p;/;. t; ouc-"i.]ix-?- 
fois-rriSruG il- en ont FU^pendu l s e:itoution var 
leurs representations. •> On ignore ces det&ils 
drms les CclpKiee; ^--.is on erait que l'ord:-e est 
vonu, et il graVe. C'en cr:t'aG&e/:, j^our qu'on 
accuse les Chefs ou c'e 1'avoir .sollic.i.te, ou de 
ne 1'avoir p?;s empechl. De-la les haift.es secrettes, 
plus dorjfrcTGUf:-3e mi lie fois q\;e les inii^il-ieg 
deo^reew, les dolatior-s Gourdes; le;.-! i;».py;orts 
envenir'cs, et tcut ce qy'«-. Fjruyc.-nf les Hens en place, 
eur-tout c: u--.-.nd, etynt cloi^nes, ils sont hor:i 
d'etat ue Kettre le f^inistre a portve rle o 1 informer 
par lui-rjtfiae de la caloirciie des :'riculpatj cn^* •

6. .-:* c'r-oire, Fra^ois Bigot, i. 277~2'/8.
7. J^T'oire, Fio.y^ois Bigot j i. 278.
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For the first hundred odd years of its legal existence, Canada, 

the oldest French colony, was without an intendant or even a fore­ 

runner of his breed. As Lanetot observed, the letters patent 

accorded to Franjois de la Roque, Seigneur de Roberval, on the 15 

January, 1540, gave him virtually absolute power over the colony:

Le roi lui accorde le droit de faire la paix ou 
la guerre, d'etablir des 'capitaines justiciers 1 
•it tous autres officiers, de faire des lois et 
ordonnances 'politiques et autres' de punir les 
coupables francais ou indigenes de chatiments 
exemplaires et meme de la mort corporalie, de 
conceder des terres en fiefs relevant du roi, 
et finalement d'ordonner de toutes choses, 'comme 
nous-memes le ferions et faire le pourrions si 
en notre personne y estions.

Apart from minor vicissitudes in the ownership of the colony 

and the interposition of trade companies between the patron and 

the governor of the colony, the governor's powers remained generally 

intact until 1663. In that year Louis XIV repossessed the colony,

issued an edict creating the Sovereign Council and nominated a

9commissioner to supervise civil government• In 1665 the commissioner,

Gaudais-Dupont was replaced by Jean Talon whose commission named him:

intendant de justice, police et finances en nos 
pays de Canada, Acadie, et Isle de Terreneuve 
et autre pays de la France Septentrionale.

Lanetot summarized the powers assigned to him as:

assister aux conseils de guerre en Canada, ouir 
les plaintes des citoyens et des soldats en toutes 
matilres et leur rendre justice, informer de toutes 
entreprises centre le service et proceder centre 
les coupables de tous crimes jusqu'a execution 
du jugement, appeler le nombre de juges et de 
gradues requis par la loi et connaitre de tous 
crimes et delits, abus et malversations, preaider 
au conseil souverains en 1'absence du gouverneur, 
juger souverainement seul en matieres civiles et 
ordonner de tout ainsi qu'il paraitra juste et a 
propos.^

8. Gustave Lanctot, op.cit, p.lj.
9. Jugements et Deliberations du Conseil Superieur de Quebec I, 

18 October 1663, Cote Quebec, 1885-1888, pp. 33-34; cited by 
Lanctot, ibid., pp. 51-52.

10. Edits et Ordonnances, III, Commission d'Intendant de la Justice, 
Police et Finances en Canada, Acadie, Terreneuve, et autres pays de 
la France septentrionale, pour M. Talon, 23 Mars 1665, p. 34: cited 
by Lanctot, p. 52.



To these powers w&,3 added in l6?0 the ?-ig;.'t to i^ke, 'dee 

Jc police tant pour le general du dit pa^r que pour lee habi

•ykrticulifr-res 1 , which vrere to "he effective immediately although 

provisional on Kcyal absent.. The .l^tc^ifijjjiov received further

-iicoretions of pov,eor. in 1675 when Duchern;cau Y-as ordered to:

terdr la c^in a c« que lea JUA/:^ . iiiferieurs'.et les 
efficiers do .justice fle fc.ient p;<r trouMe^ u?-:n3 
leurs fonc-tiottb* et que Is ccnpeil fouver^in .jn^o 
oonform<i,f^Tit sux. lois .et a la coutuzae do V'.rr^i.si 
iV:.ire .rvvoe le conreil Foi'Veixd-nj JC.G r^-rlcrrentij 
t!.o police r^ir^ralc et voir a leur oj:'<iout:«.)n ".^r 
ler.: juges ?-uLalt ernes, ci<. Its y^irc? £«ul, r;'il ie 

• croi't iv'cessa.ie au 6ervj.ce, Ik; plus, la cor^.:it;- 
rion lui accc:^«it la coi.nais^a-ce bo-r^^'-^ine »?!; 
exclusive de tout ce qui coLoernait la IPVOC ot. 
la perception oec droits, t&nt en i,i?;.tlere civile 
que eriminolle v en pren^nt, tra c^r; de p-ine af­ 
flictive. Ie ;riojubro You-ib; ce ^rcjduts, ses JLV^rrtento 
etant executoiroa f:or;imc des arrete de COUTH sou- 
verainos. Enfiiij eile l\)i conrert-.it la dltitri- -, 0 
bution des dtniers prc\er.i;~vi j ; de la X-;iv«H-:- des droits, ''""

Not surprisingly, this innovation in colonial ^oveTr'^ftrit war;

difficult to cormclidate. • Not only ve.s it hard to find suitable

candidates; Golbert cri the ^5 ^ove^b^r, 1664 told «'•'-; Tra.cy:

I despair of ."being fihle to i'ir.d an intt:r.v',::j-;t v/ho 
has the proper qualities for t'ois post, thnjjo v;ho 
.-would acquit themselves worthily lack the settle 
to r5.sk tlio Icr.^' voyage-, and ti^ose v-i;io ivculd "under­ 
take it ?.ock ths> iritelli^ence's iyta^-ity r-vfi.o ability 
needed to be of ^oriG use inert::. -^

l>ut no sooner had the ^.t^dsnt arrived jn the colony but he wao 

locked ir to quarrels v/i.h the ^pvi'rr.cr ever ju:- -itdictr' on and honours/ 

In the late 1660's the '/overnor, Ccurcelle^, was 'discontpiittd "bfic^-se 

he beli^.ved he was iaKurficiently oc/ir-v0.ted in the; o.dvinistrciticn o.i'
1 *

.jv.t;tice,' v si:id Frontenr.c all but brought the v?J,cels of {-ov^r^- t,at to

11. .IMd,, Jj 4 j'iln 1672, p. 72: cited b- L-tfirtot, ibid., p.
K; , Ibid., Ill, 5 ju.;.-:i 1 ';"/' 5 > pp« 4^-4^ L,.r;c\ot ? inic! , , pp, 03.54.
13. AC, Clj.A, II, 102s cited and trarislatcd by V/.J. Ecclcs,

OD.cit., p. 23* 
14« ^?o i; lcclc;:, ibid., p. 33«



is-1 -:.

a fall stop in 1678-79 in his (2* termination to be styled 'chief and

' of the Sovereign Council in all of its records and p;;/bl:io 

despite the kln£»r. ^rprc-ss ^£^l£rc;.Jt3.on to the contrary of 

1675, The correnpondt^ce of 16CO roi;r:dly Cnndc^nod Frc^-tenac for 

his intenrH^er ; ce ar;d ^epea ted ih~t h--> hi. d no cli-i;.; to act as v.he 

officer at th.o Council* :> In order that ther,i mi/rht be 

.such it.ist.VuG in the ;:uu;ro ? de Rules' CQiraissuon of trie 17 >/a^ ,

rried to hd.r.1 tlie rj^ht

V"-.vov;.-r au
recixcillir l^fc voix et pronontior Its s.r/f-t

It v-c-s almost inevitable, ho'v^ver, uhat the --.-bief nffj.cerc v;oiud 

continue to quarrel i:l;jce lb'-ir Btill overlapping ju7.:U-.<?.ictior-s 

provided funple ^rouucs for c^jb^to,""' ^nd they were e^en ?-«psr^ted by 

c3a&« and <=chiCciticn, As ^rerault pointed or.t:

(Tiie ^OV^T.OCT) eet un ge^tilhoKC^ do Lcinne nais- 
aance, il cui:,ule lee plus gram.'i; ho.niiftui's wais 
detierit des pouvoirs pli^tot 7ro.*;treints; le :-cond 
etit i:ii for.ct"o/-.:;^;ire de carriers,- ^en^r 
jovuns, PII t^olinicj.eM toi3;joi;:-:p relo^'ft 
;:u. au troisietv:e plan par It .provocoje inaio 
ft.vuotions co. : .p],,.x'=;3 et etencr:;-s .font de lux 
1^ plus pi vb/- cant dn pa.ys«-cu

1$. ~ ;ce iJccles, ibid. pp.
16. Edit?? ct Grc>ir;Tinc<2s, III, pp. 4f>-47: cited by Lanetot, p. 'j.:;.
17. Professor S. IxiJe Stan-Icii jn a paper presented to r--<; 197Q 

Conference of the Canadian Historical as^oci^idon entitled 
'Politics, Patron?--^G and the Imperial Tn'..r.r'.-Et: '.'.^y.^rlss do 
Eeau};arr'-is • llHputr s with Gileu Focq-aart- b^a a.r,v. 
oin^ly thri.t tension beiv-ecn ,';v-v,.-:n:.or and jivt^ndant 
inct.it^t-j.on«3. in character r?ot due- to : OTorlap-ping jurisdiction* 
but because thr-lr rcspontd.'bilitit-.!? \vore only too effectively 
divided; tl^e governor f -s e:-:clv.s:iv= rr.nc?-:or for ceff ;;ee "n^ing in 
direct cou-petition v/lth the ijj-i^^-^-V.-l ^"•--ponslbl} it.y for 
retrencbr.ent of ev;r*^,dH iuro. This
ii ; !T~Qsed upon 'Mie ^aol^^rcund of :.•»:• para >-•'-- backvroii^cls ar;a 
rrlx'tiers provided a naUu^l foeu,i for -J.---O opT-ordng c-nip'; 
vc.stcd r.T'tei'cistr, to batten upon and r;;.'.-.do conflict-all 
inevitable.,

P- -'-•'-!5-
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Nor v.ero cuch problems absent from rcilationo bet^'een the 

^'^H-PJl^Si and • co^^^^ir^-orgpnnateur of Isle Royalc, As McLennan 

observed:

..TJ;ero was' natural antagonist between the tro. 
fe.r.d coivsvxr.it .friction resulted, although thfj borne 
o.cs;ir.v;i LvLration.did all tb??t it could to tfiniivJ.ss 
its.causes, Their ;-;atu in church, the order in 
v.'hich the sacrament should be fa&nirJ.stere:ti,-their 
places in pructesions v/ere regulated. YYhile the 
easy-going Co^u-bell^ br.d no trouble erj th Coiilraa, 
St. Cvidc conf.^-ntly .quarrelled: vlth th« three 
Cor.ui«8ci.rfc~0:fAu;:^!ia i^-ar^.-vho served hi;;:^ ''mov

of busju£cs, about itii i'o:nip.;:ilitif;£! <M>^^ the cori" 
dition.;-: at Lo^j.p"bo-ur£.. hovreverj were f-o bad that, 
a;- on .inst^nce ¥ the Council v;;-i:.t'.8, that tite 
Governor and the Co-i^ds-^wirt—Oruonuat-.-vur K<:-:er.i to 
agree oiil,y in one thii^-c, that .1'eir^ to b&nper the. 
engineer in the -«ork of huiltHr;^ tlie i'ortil'ioatiouS 
'l^eir di&a<5reeHie:itii reschod in the tianio ^c-.ar, such 
a point that St^ Ovide 5 the Cov-f.-rnor and de M^zy, 
who had replaced Souiiiae, :Kere informed that if 
they could not agree remedies ^onld be propcFed 
to the Regent -?rh'ich would be riisfi.greegble to them 
both. Even so -t'barp a threat a a this did r.-.ot :nal:e 
tbirjgs go tmoothiy for long* 3-9

'Ihs politics of colonial acciinisir^tion v^ere fought out not 

only in the -colonies but also in the oispctcbes to Versailles* 

As I'cLsnnan noted? - : -'j: "

The ordir.-ary course cf Imrdness was that the ; 
ConiQinGo.ire-Oroonnat^ur and the Governor \vrote joint 
letter?, to the .Beard, and that each s.ddressed it 
separately on subjects exclusively in his control;' 
and that in reply the Board, and afterwards the 
hirister rrote in the sama y?:; y 0 • Gome times it 
}:-fi~;,i .;iVxed ^hat t-,9 Ooibiisc/nrG-Orr'onnateur in another 
letter,^'itadrety statements which he had signed - 
in the joint letter in the interests of harmony, '°

It 5.S of particular credit to ..Bigot that, his corr-^opondence is almost 

completely devoid of su.ch vituperative duplicity, although he ^as 

forced .to repeat that it v?ao the goverr-or and not hjiuf.elf -v?ho v^&s

0*

AC, B 42, 9 -My? ^^ Steptember 17-20, pp 8 480, 490* 
McLennan, op»cit., p. 45-
Gouhras, .A.C, CUB, 3? p. 186; cited b,y .L-cI^anan/ ibid. , 
p. 46. Aleo, see above, pp e 50-56,



e i'or ordering ^r-.r incit-;;.s.5n~ t->v.pen'ii cures. ilvtiri c-.t 

Isle EovfiLi he i^d b^gun iv evoke this th^e, riv.ttin./; to* blac
21 .,

lor rapidly rLsinf; expenditures on i)u iV'snel. Lj.m%ir/?.v.y in

a, on ih--> 2 -Koveribtr, I'V'x Bigot apolo^iz-ed to the r,:iru«tor 

for bio inability ;,o. r--. .v :,.-.-..-: in the r:tinp; cu/M^y, ^y^e;?

II LCLG sera ccreau^nt iaiyo edible, h
tou'Ur; luos reflexions do fa 3 re dii 

^.s^^ lor'- .jVi' .il ^c vri'reritv-r^ T T.:K >•.•!"> ^•r;e 
eujets d s en i'o:.^.-,--:^- tie nouv^llfc-sj eli^n ror.i^

rs du ^n^fal .01.. i les^ju^v i-^i,-;;'.-. sft-ir^c, 
l--iMt pour 'I'v.'.frTr.nc.i.i-.^-.-fiKir!: «io I/- Cclonie, la 
cofitcrvation ao nos froatJ.^ref:: ^UK; r.our le /-vou- 
verncrricnt ties .--.-.'•... wv.-; ,•->.- s et je ao ;:_/ev.7X qu'v-i-^r 
d'oecor.orie flan^ l-r'.r di^triculion et c'e^t ce or-i

py uriiq >.,»-i-:cn.t..22

I'o^ 1 could he con-rcl erfeczrlvoly *:XPCJIRCG in the fort-;* Net .oil,!;/ 

vere tb?:,/ too iV.r rer.oved frcxa trie i-eat of rr.v-.r,.^>^:t but they cl:d 

rot p;:opc~ly fall under -hi;3 piirviiev;. Fe repjied 'o -die) /minister c 

the 3 KcT^^btfr, 1757 :

ratifii'ait de hi 
oornier. , .niais :;r.n day depen::,-jc qui ^9 font v-

L-s lettrfcs ie c 1 !;;.!.:^ tirtes ^n 1757 men tent 
a 12, 337, 741 l(ivi'oy), 6 s(ols), 4 c(erni<;:ro) r: 
que je puisre s^avoir e'i.l.s 5?cv.t eraplcy-t^ f.vec 
ils le sont - 
il iVvat s'e

Bigot's contention that these expend it'o>:cw v-:e:«:^.- not his responsibility 

vould appear to be conTirs-tid by 1-ar.ctot:

Quart h~c^ f-. vj-r^ituvuG contrraees -ji^r I 1
ollcs

et/iient nat^rellvT-ent del5_\rt-Vs r,; ; r les cowr:\-.e 
elves', etaicnt '.-our; la diiv/cticn du 
Afir, d'etre accept^s nu revahc^iroi-i^^nt, il 
que 3t;s etats pii. '

AC/ aiB, 26, p,ii.it Oited h: ,- y^'/. 
i. W.

22. ! :c.l. AC, C11A,
23. T.TPO., A:C, CIIA, io:\
24. AC., B, S'--:--2 •(f?.ic}« Vho n::;.r-.:]s-!;«-r tc !^^t:h^T-uv>is, 20 Ap^ I 1743, 

p^ i/jC): cited by I-mc^ot, c};.e.it,, -p. ;>^'.
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As in military affrixc v.hor-3 the £ovt-rr,r-v Jirposed of 'u-ie juris 

diction ^elusive et touveraine 1 so alco in Ij-ditf.n

toutes depensrh-de v5vreo e't de B^v.iv.ioije, soit 
.pour j,;" ;;uerre, ^oit pour ley delegations chc-.j 
les £a-uvae? et.'ii*.?:t GrUvi^.d;- v;-r le

It -in not quite ss Ei^o.:I.rhtrcrvr..ro , hoover, fcr Bi£ot -:,,:.t 

h^d th>; ^drdsU-r "believe, Alihou^h it v: sr> the t;ove:r/'or j s 

r#-.t-.ponp.i'bility tc order alJ. Indiaji t-->:i.-et]ditu.rf:j, J

'ir:tf.n^-.-.rit , oui vi 
rfionncs qu. r o:: e;..voy^i;;j 

o.o.ns l^o "rih';;?a rour les fadre

noted;

.LA ;.;ox:Lverr.e;j.r o""0.onn;-:it tie 
joilitaires, Tisic toa/jourr; a\ec la por 
de l ! i?:;t..--v-'.d,'.int. II f -cicl; it d^s pnrtis ''n ->;cr'

:;. en t-ir.:.^ait la 
de la aj :-- b: : -

a c^ sujet a
devait d'atord p?:ssor a I'intorH^^nt qui n« l ! ao- 
corc.-?it qu'arx .ju^ine^t da r-ia 'rrucier.co ' . £-'/

Thus, althcufjh Bigot coul^ not be hold ryc:pon^i"ble ;'or

•-• ;-.p<;Ti3±v.'? r.-.pe. rations, it v:ao ids jo"b to r^s to it that the v/re rations

• «ic cr--riducted '* : ii-b a ]-:'.ni;;:T)Ta of t>.penfi<~ a^d irregularity . 

in theory j?,t ./east, as r^sporu^ible for the fcrts as . lor the 

operations in ;-u<r'bec city. iVhethcr thi-; v.-as ^ .1r.i;t expectation I 

open to qi?<:.-stion.

"j.:.ick--.(..c!, t'-ero jc some do'u.bt an to h-:\: rsafe it is to

A ?:;lx.n- 1 the ini'luennr yielded by tO\o tP

v't}.ir:c v;;s.f; stricl3.y the fioverno.!"'? concern it 

. Yet Bigot, l\,^ prot^f.

Lr.nctot, ibid*, '%rp* 2[:, x.
:-6. AC, T 3, 143, P. 1S55 Gited bv *>s*ctoi:, J-V?d., p. ?/]., 
L-:7- AC, P., ll. Lsttiv du Hoy ?A J.;. d<; la y.M.rro, 31 J^ly ?.6 !;^ , 

p. :'l: r̂ > T-^ F;7 : 'J j'-nr/iior 17^8, p.. Jl-Oj f: N, p 50, J, 
•i^r 3 hvi?, p, 105». flan^dji: Cited V-y L'-n^iot, ihid., p, 50,



irs to have exercised a not inconsiderable iniiuouco ov*r his 

associates. C/.rtai'nly., vi-.en he v;. : 3 in dj ,,;r;rc»;i-.r,t v/ith Lon^'evnl 

he hhd no kesitr.tion in siriin^ his vi<:.->,s either to tha .governor 

or to the li^uistor. V,>?.-Ung e^-out Ibc- -unBattled extortion in x?:-e 

03'io on t^o .26 October, 1732, Bigot ccniploined of the C^j^c 

leek of initiative:

Je Isyr ovc:is :^.: rr'seut' bien eouvent *?t tcu jours 
it-rut? lvi;:v;ii;, avaat qu'ils ^uivFent lu ootr;. Iettre 5 
quo la Bv.i'.le Rj.v;i^re .e?; to.it la .;-;oirrco o.c tc:i,y .-.-.-.£?

i :^^uoi^nt p?-:rn:i 'Ire ^r.i«v^^f?c5 , nue les 
tiaittoiv.nt et do^.ir^-iorit b.ii u-i« terra ql.ii

^' la FrariCc., *.: t cor, I i.v. p

le Jxit^ij-.'sii:;:;.; I/o
• r^ttt-:, '-r.it -quo le.;-: irrlc-i^ y tiv:-' tt^ient 
uu'-J. 1 n'esvc:'t pss jx^ste O.G ?.«,? en o.he^er, q 
?-,ipiUo cf.-r'/Le riv j £re appar?;Li/'jit KU^ Ircquoiw et

' cpae noun n ( avion 1 ': qu*a le-.ir j\:/^r::'j:c tou:i ';.or^rr-
f'- corr^-ie ler. Arglols f'iiyoient, .ces c^rni- : '

pouvoii- y /ra-;.er le rr vie*
Je fus, je vo^t; 1 ' £:.YCT>.:- $ Mon^^ign^ur, F.arp=ri;-; 

et r.;-:.r.;-uG de c«tte rcponf-e et je lU-fioiu-ay fort que 
je reconnoit.'x-:is la Eslle -Riviere poui- 
a To France et quo le Er»y y ^roit ren-'uvelle 
p?:i:"e -vie T'-osvoer.fiJ.on il y a trozs

It «iiay be thatrBigot's record is yo free cf bickerir)^, 

T^causo the governors fell in \vith his id^as ^ven v.'hc-n he vay 

,- cr/i.; ing tlrorr.- on their oy;n res^onsibilixiei;-. In tht c^se of j>a 

at 6ny rate, ;;;f::r. . rient on Mri s essent^:,! isr-.ie

d b,-r-:on5or^ relaticny 

T-.s Totter r-

un
car j-:i le Gruv/,?:n<rr:-nt tut est-G enc'or -ju t-,,;i entre 
les i/:- 1 ins oe cc& ]\ler>sieur;--, le j.:istem« C?r:,v.djen

bien prcrclu.et p'^r^orioe ne ;; -e Gcroit rublio. . . 
cTJftifeur le Wa.i'jUj.G JJuqv*;? no crt do co ;:rnii- 
et il r, 1 a p^.ru a son .fixriv^e bi^n rru/ti.tit e. 

tons Kpardc PUJ* ce c"ui regards ?LW. Coionie Je lui 
;••,;,- (;0/;no de n-an coste i'-utcr? Iv.s corrioi^. sano^;j 
ouc j ! ':n rvoi;., Gh il e^t irv f; ; i^/ -/or.r 'Je v-.x^: Ic'i . 
et les interec-t:, du 1:05, !r.oyon;.nt qiKrl ij. fer^ de



Apart from the observation that the Car:r:.ditr>s obviously had a 

better /'.rasp of the ..sir* l-e^ia realities than the French 

.administrator^, it is clear from the above .letter thst Biyot ras 

not justified in taking refuge behind tlie cl;-;I-i, that defence

impend ing was the governor J s • p.x'cvince, <.;i;u t:o he <.•-..: .rh t not to kx; 

held accountable ior it. -Si/.-'ot, nero, is revealed as jTist <•' s ^ 

a £n.ib-iinper:.aiiet as ^ere the'governors. Even if he \??:.s not the 

architect of the t:f.:pa':?io.:ii£.t p-ol5^y of •' he .t^rly fiftiv--&, ho bad 

obvioucly becc^-r» one of la Galis?oniere*G /ac.st arde;-;t disciples 

- Fror..t.inr-:.c in the l680's esy veil j^ave had private laotivos to

expansion, 'InOec-d, so .f.onvin«ed of the v/lsdou! of tbat 

course had he become by the 3 l^v^ber, 1757 that lie did'no» scruple 

to tell the £;irjis!;er in terms v;liich anticipated Ad.nn Sm-itr- T>y 80:-^ 

t?;ei.ty [/^.r.rR that economy v-a3 of little concern wb^n weiA^ted a-iinst 

the colony's security:

J f ecp-are neant'/ioinc que les dlpens^s UK 
L'onteront Das i-i h«ut I'airn^e troche ine ne crs-j. .'. .*.

v'oyant pas Je ci gj-aijcl;-, jzcD.vcr.ensi; cd. Jen clr-

voue cssurer ^uc je ne rcgsr.derois pas ce qu'il 
en couteroit, tais seiilcrent I'honneur d^s arij^ea 
du T.oy, et je cnntribuerel ton jours au\-;nt qu'il 
ILG rera possiole, tant pr^r mas a.via qne p^.r 1'e-x- 
ecution de ce ciont je serai charge a les -re no re 
g'lorieucRS cl^ns cette Colcnle*

Cela m'cc-c^pe encore plus ^ue l f oeconnn;ie ? 0 
quoiquo ce dcrrii^r objet 2;*:^toresre beaucoup.. ,*"

I7o, whatever the uotivep behind Bigot's ooiificticjos> it 

^•••- e Alili;i! t':l(ivi.^ intervened rrcquently in j/'ilj'tary 

an .ard^ot advccate of a i'o7>.>::.-.?a policy*

SUCC&SG in .«•.-cinIng the confidence of 

t-=jKi 1 fics to Ihe man's r\;-•••-.*-s of pp..-r?'.-a^:s5ori and 

v ;jove-j'tvir;a Oouuoii as a Ti^oj-c-uisn of H»l^iicc» WI;^t litil*. pr--, *

29, ^01 3 AC,' C\lAj 10?, pp.



tho kiLf; l,o -j left tho Uoi:.'if.il on ; -he -JO I^y, 1724 by orcorii',;; t
*

it ;:h<;uld:

>o Dter-'ler en .nvjlft facers ni direo V^r^yd ir.^ir-r. 
ui regard'-? IB ,;r/^ .-n^^t-^<.lo ce qui 

.
v/ao Kipped V bi/yt's cb<:r-o yince as d V..v.t*iu.l point-d out, -,>.th"

o • tiivide-'l J«.i;.Kierffhip, tiwe V-^P; no focur arnunu which cY^-orltiG-i 

could concentrate;'' Bigot's Jndev^LC^. nee '-^s lurtl^or inciv-K-^d by 

the &pOA--e'iio and .-Incoj-'Tij/-:!^ control trio.t ^c-rcallief:. f ./r-rci^v: d o'v,:;r 

colnriit?! aii.-;:ir«» E>rer. in .!srue;> cf th<- rnort- •-:' J.nn.1 i/rportence j • 

a:., ^ilit^rv c--.^v.- -.ifTrifj r 'lo j.iryo or.i..-ital >o:.k«, the toi.niei:*-.' 1 : ;.-; -LV- H 

had to. f.,:bjr,it 10 t.h<i opinior.c- o.fl ]j: (i: n.^n cu i,..t ftpob. "o'- cuiy 

frtcv.snt :>.- r'L-Ji^.t:!o'iK of ~\c>'.-,\\'\ cc- cu^io^s :^ave par^Jy^e 1 ' (...olori il 

^du;;l!ij.5-.-lrf; tions but lii tJit; ruil LOv-l o.;/'-er cf events , t-)''O rnirn^^tr %;a 

bucnd to »:.-?;« thinyrj t];rou.,-7-i tlift ey..i s of his officials sii.co they 

provided him v.'ith the l.-.;lk of the ir: formal-ion v-.poTi v.-hici: his 

wfir-- based. Tor roix1 colonial officials reluctant t-o pl..T.nd 

; .voeseity to ,i\M. iify j'iGi,;uy; exp?-nslve ^nd irrevo-j,::"'.^ e ueci^ 

ronsr.J.l.irig- i.he T- ; irri otor. To ';:-.} -o but or.,e -:..- ^nplc,- on Ihe 11 AT:ril, 1749 

the ];. vniriter explained to ^e It? Jonouiore a-j/I jSi/.jo

avoir p t,;:ar.ce I;-;G oribrt-s du Key c,ue 
do I': Gv,iJ.:; .G£i"nierc: et r^oquart c yt rrio le p-irt

iier le fort c\; Hopl^.e K "''" j:.;re:^e el; d'en 
onsir^i.:.^ TJH ;:;o.tre an Ifepioc S L J-'-f-n

sn-'ic ^oute cr;ie lo. s c^r(co;iwtan)c9:~ de 
vv r .--lye client co criar-.j^jiisiit, ot r?.e portfiet~

';•-- letter vent en to co.;::r>la5n bitterly of the ^U^es -ioj/; rated : i.i the 

cons true tion M:«<I -J-h-f-r o-vcrhitHnt cost ij-icr-rrcd. Nniv.jra.liy K^tteif- r-f

t entirely b;-,, i.?nd tlie '..• yiicx^r':, CC-.TV" i< no-e ,

vf)* • r£.;oiriv el,. Koy a, V'6.udreu:i.l et Kot^rt, AN, ooi. n 47.. p, 1335:
Citf-d b^/ l^re^vlt, l-l-p.pi^i.3-^;^.judo;-pyae^ ' ! y. ''cuvello yjY.fico,, r-.., 1S"1«

bS. , KiQ.T, AC, col. B, Cy y p. 84*
* •! ' ' ' *
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but that (lid not prevent iviu frr,:i coveting a core oi.uctJ.vo supe 

vision Alt-jour.:, .on the II April, l?<-9 in mother l^t^.r the 

Minister remitted that orfj.y Birot *=.r;;? reaJl;/ in a position to 

o:' .server siir;rjnictrati\« r:o,if.ofi8 :in€G tir;d 'o do Frr/thin.;:; about it:

/•.•it'' do tvr>tjv co^L:ku' 1
:-; iin.rvn.ct c et c^llo dr-s tfcwja :•;-'., 153 fra O/.n^da c;:-.i^ 

so:.::-;-, pour le.;; i^fct&.Ki ir , ur u.n pi -5 converyfble 
t voi;::; d^"»..::, cl'aultnt pluo voa3 y ft.p3iqi.-or qu 

o j.fis objects ruj. vc.u.-j tn^t conf.'."^ u>-.fi,v5 J.a 
Cc-jonie., jl n'-^n ogt.vcjin!: o'c- p].:.s .piiw-res^c.nG^ 
1<". };.oy attend as .vostre ^"-le C'\i' • n :>;ni£dinnt o.ux 
bi'us oui s\y ^ •••rvi: f^.;..--'t^j \our-:. y ^nt^VJiTT'?, j.a 
i-^;-;.e ^nnvfnable .•••. L 'av-niro , .c -eat a vous fie p'.-- 1.;- 
voir aux a-v-^iu •-:.;. -ents qu':d r-fr-at y avoir a Yji.'^nrjj-^ 

-.-, L--.. 33

y^-^i- after .y-:ar he d^r^rio--'?.! from Bi>S'ct i^ 

account; s : ^ for the <"•';;. -AT- -.I o;:p^.-ndivu:'. ::c. On tho 14 

he iiistrt :.ct^d him:

Je vous •'•^~c orarKJ.o ericore su.r i.oTrU; choco d<: 
;j.---- r^^-ettrG cheque annee i.'-ee Boxc!.^r^:r.u:: bicn < : i:;-. 
i.;--il los de toute-s !<-.-• s depei,.-\-::i oe l i Ex(erci)ce • 
precr.-dent, distJT^v^ei-; na-f.r.vo y-.or nature, «=••', 
d j a,i outer ^t cos •> -r-icreaux tor; toe les cbti;.r^y.( tdjo/is 
dent i'j.s JH-V rj.-ont ctrc fcuaceptibl^w, >l

In tlie I'o2.1ov;:rj.:-; v ;i -i on t.i:.o 6 June-1 1};O r;t:tni.ster felt 

constrained to rr--. quire ^vs-,n tbe datoii of t;ie qu^.jtitlfo:-; t'.ahi 

.of ^ocus X'urc based for t;je co'Jc^i-:,! -^toret.; jn crdiir that?

,jc eer^i en tst;:t ds cpnr.cio trc l'?
ue Canada e, 1'eiaplo/ dt-o i'ondr. qui y 
cor.

D^spiU the iv.-'.nioter 1 ;; i.r,.ti£-f,,ction in 1752 vrith tho ¥>•:.;/ in

I. U"r Kitted hi.S a C.' C 0 UV: t S 3

Et .-;u 7ro,yon de la to..lr:'-.'Cr; cti'ils eonliei.nent <]v; 
uc,- ?:rt(icle) de r(ec-:. ;tte ot ^ep{ci:);-e

;;. l'1 or a-':- o.bvv'1'7 " 0?-;Vjs les Ks'-';,^ du Kov ? ;-o 
rouve en cstat de connoitre Sar qi;elles parties

53* ''.G%, M, '•'* ^;\ P*67* 
p-'!< KGI* fC :( B 01, p..I90,.
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14 Ix.p^b^:-, 17 ji'; t:.,..t he had «ado i&vp.ov merits in hies ov n and -he 

<•-->:.; .•-i:d«.r 1 t; civfllirv:;; ^nd h:id ch-.:r?n ui€ v-^p--D.«e^ to iJ-c.- j^p.11 

idHjd:;::::^'^ Although id- r/;inivter 

cutliorj.s-,c;d the V.Y^.OKI hv; was obvicrarJy TKib^r Otsconc^rV-'d by th^s
»

rra; •"•<;•.:•: -pi. ory t^ticc ..j .t;d If-ct'iirsd the ;,•.'!• .5 nip; ra

i.';;-;js co(j:i:vi)e ,'.;.. : .-j lop'v-;,,^.^ doiv^nt est-re a 
er; <>c.,.: eel^t S^:") M(fc -.y:.':- U;) coB:pto quo voiirv n'y 
].'•• !••;.' a plus i'.-.'U.re oo o. ^ p (^ n .« ; ) <- j; l;t. -tJlo f/.u^iait 
q i -'.•.• 31 pti.y '"la 'o..;iV> jl y r.voi.t or,e!UvuO c:\ose ?; 
\-c-i:;c pcvaixvs :•:•. r C7'<:'.rea c-v^rvt. d>- rre:i er, t re ];r>-?-'. '.*:•;; 
a : ; olii3 q\;:e par qiu;].que ^ocld&vir- ji.ij-o^^vii jj. ne .Cut 
<p(u^sti)ori "*- <;;uelquo rep.--ij-«( t> ;ou urpcr^lx; qui w.i 
uH pas Kc^ri'rj;- do j>5ti-.rf'icj<-'.-.nt. /i^

'ri:o rvl;uko v;,:-: ,,,-i.i.L/.:.(;ienli;f t.trons to elicit an apu-.log:/ 1'roia ii 

oil the 20 Cc-!,obt-r 1 1740., ' HQ rdinlt-oed T.ji r';-h hi.6 pr-d'rcr-^or had 

•pf::n'v:-ctl!y r.en:iY>:,:--l,-:.bly in the }ioi^.^; for rr^ry ye^rs birt no nrc

il n'avoit p^t: le nur.bre de dc ; ; :o^tiquey. cue j'ai 
',t je ix/ ecavcdt. cu 1-es pla.o€r»', e x/ ecavc. cu - pa.o€r»-

'Tr:daur,ted, he- f;ver, by the a;:nistcr*s ri:.. f:\--pproval, Bigot in 17<1'l 

&.gain authnrl^ftd x^y.tenyiv.e • alto rat ions •; o the governor ' x quarters,, 

A Treasury c^ the minister's :):::poteriC^ r'.s tbcit clu^pite h'J s >.rath at 

thi:-; d: cco" odi^ncc, >ie h-^O no alterna'rve cr.t i-o pass '>:o e:^pe:;. 

His iderr. of discipline ^a,s 'bl-astcr;

'(Sa I,*a;ie,-t.r:; a. bien voulu -^v^-.r accordor ies 
livres r^ovttrtnt deo cuvrapes r.-H.t.rj dr-)i-.s lo

chi pavilion do 3 C^i^ern^s oc:-;n\:e pf::r LJ. . 
nol. -.iUl«. ecpe^e qu'au vaoyen de ce^.a.vup> 

(r;.ontati)'CCi.'.: ot de celler; oiij ont eyte ro 
p.'.ir-eillcifl(':-:ri) t rUrry la r-vii^on oui 3';rt de 
ff !•'. 3-'lpotj ,iJ r-e Tera. pjv.r, i;(ue.sti)on d' 
de :;o^'Gll«s.. ni dr;n« J '-on r-:. -djuis I'a'utr-p. En tout 
cas,^^le vous -^slTC'-nd. a tous ri.«'-u" d'p > s f(p;>ir)e 
f(air)e, • r-ans une perrjis.viovi &;^:'i-e^r>e cie Sa pc.rt, 
q.>o ;i*-:s ;:-\r:p1^r; reper;i(ti.)on£; d'entretien. Les 
Kv t-iv.c;?^ orit juy^u'a preaeat '••;•; >n.vo; •^•:o V-.nt de lends, 
ai-'.'Silc ^e vr-ui. ^vr.s cu'cn y cr. orrplo 
h-::>.n« Son o

011I; , 21, p, 10?:. CitGd l,y Prdp.ylt., ?.B,A.F., 1. 74.
41. AC-,' B 70, J f5 May, 1740.
42. ACJ, .':l.l.d ? vp., p. IpO
43. *0, ih 74-3, 6 ,T'?r;.c, 17



«;ord,; the ^inisier'n only truly eiTective ciisciplir^ry

:.!•..'.. tr-vent v.;;n the-p-D^er to ror.^il a con1:^-::aclc^.G of fie.';;. 1 , v.ith 

^fiicient fcdj;iinieU'.-.lo?.n Jn short f;.urv-Jy, ;.-»:•? the fov; thct there 

vero, reluctant to ,'-;o lo .'.-nd stay in t>;o color ler?, it w: ::; r.ot a 

-•e ;•;::- ore that could be ^•c-^j.j.jf invoked. Tn .fact, r.nring till hut 

he •-.-/•. \- lour v;h:Ich e<:u?~vd v-'^olock in a color/ia! ^ai-'d 

pr«?vid€.d c-:u au::rini^":.-j>vt.or obfcfcrved. the r'^ceac ;^B

.,>-; ncc, he •>'.^-s ^/irtu-:."1 l.y : ! '5:i-'- r) to gcveri). a colony *:,o h:;; ^a^ i'i'4'

vj-;r, ther^, I'c.:rx ̂  that colordal c;.dio:<.f.ii«t.;:ai:r-rs •. ^:;;e 

a respect w'rJri; nil ;<ut eolipf-c..; th^.t glv-'n to - :;.r,eir 

Suroposn counterparts. '.riiO 1;^ K'ra-^cj.r hork/^rs ffro^nly di«tc-rted 

the .case when he dv-scrlbed the Cc*.- . dian?.* c:fi:

i^aor^nt pooula ; .ion. , . trained tv> julgeciion 
dr-pend«--::ce through oi; r)ti:-.:t-;U: R of f<vx.-... al /jj-"! i.'. ! ;,narch;i.c« 1 
de s po 1 1 sm. . ., (plagued by) i*':rr])etu&] -j.rn^i v^ntdou o.t' 
^;o"ernnio:it-" re/.ralatioris, retrtrictionr,, ericov..r£ ^e- 
jr.ents £or;;eti!-;.c-. ffior;-; mij;c}ri.'.v'-oi'B th^.n rootr5 cl-ions 
(ar-.d) a constant uncertainty -h^t the 
would GO

Lover app-'-aTt,' in his eageruos r 5 io i'it the early C^.^diari cxperi^nc^.
•.

:: nto Turner's frontier thesis,, to have <;:?red Jn the op:.!..-g-Ate t:.-;tre:V.o

that fVt:':.eJi life f-nd. c'O.oioty in .t:.t:;er.ica 
con'r-iotrably fro;:- autho.7 it-. •.•"M-ni&D und in spirit 
-: 7 •-,;:• :-.achp.d English life and <-;r.?iG>-i.y in .Arr-ariof-^ 
V*h-re ccndiiioijs v;ere so -:-' %.ifor-j?j as in the e 
.•••;. tt-.ck on th--} j'.c;y:efjt.; and v:hcre it v< 
of a ir^n, r.s an a-x:o--^\vin,:: ing, !'•:. :t gt 
crop -sotting, L.ar::-l tl^t counted the f.-1 ^.- .-•'".•• r: 
ct-;-e to the ic;re, 'tne sau;e Rcale of Vi.lu.oG tende
tO p.VCVc.'Ji, • ; •

It c,::r..::ie'i v.vi.h it .r.. r.tu'ljboi'n attfi.G?:n;Ont ',o the 
rlf;;>t.\: <..r:d privilr £es thst cor-s ircm an i'-ide pen 
life.- ju-d a dirsiricljinatJon to coorcjon t::at v.-as a

'''•'"'.- ry ru

:;---A and Co.,
, 18:, 9, P- ¥> u 

^.R.h1 . T,cv/er ;S Col-- .;r; ;';o ; :; tion, Toronto, .1.9';7, j-p. 48, .^; : 
Citt'd by Call hcrysr,, jh':;;_^ri t^v5 ^-_c^f _CV; nfich'.aii lli^stcrv, O.U.P. 
Toronlo, K: ?6, y. 1^0,
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::'rt hi

v.le, II,;.

and 

of

inf Iv. ••• in

and

d from the u;oth^r country ou^t no ^ l;o ^° •ar.^v.rcy lii- . i^a* 

.ns :*'t-.ro oC^-n d-.s-criheil h.y thoir ^r-verj-ors *'.3 cif: icull to

od iVo i/liiif/U-r o; th-3 21 ::'c:-pU'^ber.

.

j-efe.... to i.'-'j;--: ec,

ore

i3. s ;-::.ir:C r t 1

tSl 1 ' '

/i f^
^.l^lf.'fiSl-r-.Ii;;^.' ^^-J- r,f v^vl if i^o. v.ith tnd t

in ti-srlr inf;-: ..itaMor^i

is not Lo t,; :v that tbey -'f

fcrius of 'c v;hio}:

to oppro.si:--ive

.vuci'B. in iL?

world ho^^a th^ .s cot;, la s;iid for Few '}-rar;ce ,v rj l>.as

Leen said for \<€ <: S/rn C.-,v:H.da, that, '£ ^roat herit,v. ;r;.:; hr.r:- ""rccr. ^rc-

'• « in the

cf V,ro stern CanacLs. .the- v?rr.y otrcr-^t-h a.

institutions in t.}^; nov: r:ettiv, :. wust be r,ttrib?.ib^a to t

c.f

"by vrhic;. th^ .-. .-ttleri-> ' . v.-::.ouldecl tl,,-ee .institutionst,u«-;ncup jjrocec

to berve ti/:ir ov-n r/arpo ;-.'-; s. Deopite the lacl: of rei-r~-t-.cn

£?;r:s, according to i-i't j: - 1; 1 1 , th^ 

01- evadl'i.^ tL-.c- i.-.--i.t um elocma o

of

of th«~ coloDial r.

/;7
%

iie tr.il dc toui'ti !i;.. colon! t: (17^6). _ Oollectiori de ;r.ecoires ot 
de ^-clr. Lio;i:-3 r;rr l n 'icioiTe .incjenna cin Canodn,, 2: Cited by 
Tr^/.^ults jj§. J|i\_.l I^sa^-oijOii j^ie_ ln_ ....^c^^lj^^^rr-nc^, p. 1.65. 
archives du Proviri.ce CUD Qi./jb'?. ?, Corre: p, .jc-t:j\c*'. ca vaud/-(-ail, 
Vj.udrt-u.il to liau:n:-pas, J.H L'^y i?^5 ; n.p: Citod by I- l.r.v 
ibid,

^

49
\



l<? a.t the t'i-v.iis ij.n,e T.-vrs^ir.,:; *:x;vt..rn»rt:rit contr; etc ^V'd honours. 

VJ.B, fcoh'.o y.c?.rit<yd out in a discvrs;; on of tho jr.-pict of 1-e 

o.v ' a er^vtions on -;Le C.j^dians:

'j-.ie £r.;!r.ii of .these honor;; ?••.•,- ---^is to i^ve rr.ado 
f.'K:>i ;r.-i ir'pr-viss'lon Ki iho c<.lo: ; y tbat 'V'Hlrvrith 
trM.ie.r~,, .v.-.iia/iifiSi c.nd others v/'MX: .^elv.ou with H. 

-ire to onu;;in soig;: J .oritt-s ;i.n tiie ho^ 
c?'c sv..t:ic?~j ^'.i.'jit lollox/. L: ••• j f ;^: i «-.-_•/, :;•-.

v?ivh «.?':.•.( • i- r!: 
•:i.;5i',-. -t.'^-' vt'v >v;> r.li ^../ iiv
it.'.i:i\-d t,o rr"t fo.rk.;.''l re-cf>;; -^ii,lo'a v, : •.'•; a ro^/ 
of }v. v :?;{.; received it. H^bitont^ v-h.o .r>.s'd "b/ vca/-^

;-i:r'.< 'J.c.:.rr i t to puj\;i^ ;,-j half- 
?.:trut- •'<:-<•.'. ai-v,;i; v:ith il^: - airs 

of born ^.rigtc.oj^is. v}:ijc -L;;feir ^i 1:--;-. in ih*-.: v,'c*7' 
oi H A.;.v-,or J^'no 1 :'-: lie, : *- ; t- f-.ryv/J tc; play ihe :"ino 
lfs dy ! . O'h« xnU'^iit., "i ;>;-,; llt-f, v. : j;s (*:! Sf^et^O. with 
i.hf? spirit: '.lv'-:-v;> or;.o in Iho c'.jlo-.y, ' :.- v/xcto^ 
ri>; :v-;ln:7 *:-v C;- j ling' h^r^i-df . ari e'..'i.v-' i-':'3.'t ^'r-d ends Ay'

a :•- -^ f -'

.b:-:t .is J?i.c7i:i.fic:int of il c cbcve :' s no t hvit 'tire C^nadii-Viw v-re

Imt tr-£.t no cue :<.n tr-e colony %'i-:.^ 

DQ Kt:^lles ! cb;iO.>ctlcn, obv:l ovu-:lj- '.

the rtyult, iv-'.ther th-: •.:::• t-^ridiii/-:: toT.":.-j.rd duo :i-,;bo:cd: r-ai/.i oa 

;...:•: a ludicrously da::;;vcrf,tic -:.ir ?-boxit it. In their noivt^l.-.-.a. lo 

*;;hi?t t;:<.'V beli-eved to "::-; the cu^lo;-,..r cf tliu old eo--Dtry s the '.'..a^-' 

vith theilr new \-orl d wealth, cjusteicd t .:r:ou:.d the; little court at 

Quebec and invest.'.-,..: their officers with a c!o\.;r<..-e of •.-G,.?;f:.L i ov > lal 

r^£p--ct ih-'-y ^".-(.-.uld :^--r;-r h?' ve e'nc^vcr •!>: FJ -.r) >'.;•?« T?-is v.;as the /••/: 

V-y which the Cgirisdians >^ oert^d their o^n oj^n^ity aiui in. r-o doing 

nii^iitlr-rly oreo.ted ccclal conditions quite different from those 

tl^y believed thei^e^vcs to be e^ulatr'ri^. I<o one, for t^.anple- v 

nore PUT ;:vir;<:;d tbr,,n j,.;.^. Ie/-;on, vh^ in c f::,i^r:v:.o^cU: i,ce r-ith her ^o 

JT'.-lc.r had /.uns ir.to i.';-.ir:y rU-:t.vils cf the r,T-3-:;. t,

At« t;'Jl.A 5 8. ]>..r,onville to tho ;::ir,i!--.ter, 10 rov^nV-r 1666, 
p. ^10; AG, C11A, 6, }';iv..ill'--s to lii.ni^ter, 4 Nc^€;-^b^3:- 16-^5 
p. 3o: CAtod oy Yv.3/ ^ciir:>., ^M,..?cl:..^±i£L J^ll^L.^- CV^'.-a^ 
LOR {//.an;-, Gr^en -^.d Co., IXIT Yorkj Iv07» p. 172,
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Civi-n in Crucbec and ;,'cntr-pal by the h.YJlJiant l_H^:<v.jv^) }:Vanr;...-

aoaot, to discover In KG effort th?.:t fiiaaiaj v.a;:aj not araaaa-:;.! ---a-
t\2 

the same footing. ?lus, it appeals that CYnadien society vas at

tr.c ;^ae ti^e ubre <.•<->• ucratic and i^orc c- rea<:.<-nial than .a-ovinc U 1 

rU"ty ;.n j/.rv.nce. In a v;ay, just ;:s i,i<e .^ •«•. .,: ••; ,"o"'f hOv\'e^n tr.K 

:'.u; ;/ 8.:^.; the nobjl.lty ter.O.-vd ,:.: ....;,r:iui.\!i fi i' ; tinctiors a 

p'.v:.or of ihe arii- U>GJ^CV in .Fr?>acr,, so too, vbo groat

^ ::.,--r, rial ac^li^.sti'ator:;; ^^cl -i'^. (^liiodiom; 

theix j^utpx;! t cuali'u;'. Cuaditicnij ia C--rada did rot, 

c:. .-.(!•. 'Mr.'o to ;,.>•-.}. e •":!' iv.-ct<ivc- tho potential -:onopojy of po^r which t;uch 

an attitude \.'ould rjefr- ic /vivo 1 5 c^ns^cU Perhaps the (^ei^i-(;:.;:'_al 

lOripect ;->v..vii to the rrde.!" ofiiciolG r-.r^t;r[ to co:;y^-'2cato th^i; I'or 

•;•;?> :'.'/-ur-;tration of boin^ !:<.J. >1 r^^r^ii^ib].© by v'^a r :,:!!? ec for ^ tr-.^t 

they lacked the ei'i'eotive ]:o v?er to f_-^po:cvi. •:->?»

Just as distance from Ver^llJen t«-nded 1o lin-Tate the oolop.:'.r: .

fro;:' close tupervj cdr.»i, r:o too, di;;ta;-..ce ia the colouy 

to put Ic 5 rge arcac of it bc.yoad the o:'ft:cti\o laarr of 

;t* Nor v^n rli:r!;aaeo itc elf tb;.- sola aaol'/ein but trild^:. a.

the f;sr-:a';..e ir'Mabitar5t^ cf the CDva-;:ry rrcaia.y coK'^Licated an

:r'fv« ;-.:- Bigot's br;ief asserted, adKini>v;t.O:r:i;i,^

thing quite ^ifiVjrci-nt frc-ia acn.xnistcrir},!.; a irench

Nos Int
;jta •!.••/, l.;.o.-7"o: a £'0iav^?'nei'; et, < ; -;>iy ce Fays.; i'ls 
oni- to i.' "a'-:: c :r-i>^; o'Offici/'rs a lenrn padrec 
par ler--,que^s ils pc-;na:nt f.va-veil/.ev a toat CM.; ;

Pi'ovir.cc r; a fcaaaiil; v-oin b r
'!e,g trouvent cans la Fi-ovja

I^-iit.', dans 2es Coloniea, A'lnt^ndant doit
vt.-il3f.-r sur uao otendi.e ir;;nenr.o do ]-{-:•'-•,•:, cans 

r; J a. f.a,cune -epece ae rci'.:..-:a:v:; 5 et era 
il laat cui'il iourni^pe a •!••., :-..-.• lee

- above, p, 30.



208.

­do j t apprivcd::er a 'ill vcv.t *.n 1,3 rer qu^J.cpvi ser 
vice, IK- T-ivent 1'f'trf; qu*fj force de: .'•:> - .• cr.'/j, ..... 
.en • Comestiblr c et e-n j^irchc-nchli^G a ICI.-T r f •:;•..£•'.;- .*'''

Ev'-a vith u'jljr'dten i-'v'r -v>;rcc:v mid lht.' iv,equivocn.l co-operatic:! 

of r:y ; ^/..vernor, It v-ouM l.;:.vc !)-en aJlTJoult Tor tho j^^nr^nt to 

-..r.;v-otivly i-K-. .-.:.'.•, 1st-,.. 1: on of tho i'<jvtr? iiv i'or r,o uth-r 

them t.l ;ft.t . V-": '^as ir.fdequr i-. •••'.;/ a^sjs

n ? a a-aill-rur^ qti f -.;o or? r- p^tit I'OrnlT'- d -Er^r" o; e.~;,
~.iJ' ve;i3.J>ir ^-.'ue lui A t;;uU-s 

e f-;d: ^InistTV' t:.on rod s ''.••;:<•: reo r>
.ifrt^tiC^u ;irr:.. L :; v ',abieo.. ji,t-qu*;3 600 

< : :\.;n, f\ 1,COO j. icucs c'e cr :r;->r,:Ifl^nc^» SM1 
sii-: ?v/ A ^clc.'lre ^.111- n;elqi:- ; )>:..,j)t qnl I

, a-p-: ; :;z-; trcuv— t-j 1 rue." »-,:.• 'un aveo <:,id il

J^orc-:o?;or, he L-jainlsii^d -Uir.it this 7\;rt 01 the aoaiiji-T :,3 >rLion 

i.s j;,uch as any o 

governor end l^^

l f ?l?-t orient ^at tr?:s biun ^ntr-::voi:r les s
i^r-ir ou'il n*a ^ucuri r;o7on eiT;' cacu vour
^rap^ichv. r, de:.: qu-i les Fortes ;;oi!t
I: -IT 'jG-s //ens qvd r\o eoni pas do son choix et
veulent

But, hf; v;ent or; to ( : s:;y, cvo-.-n the £,overr";:r wovrld liavo fci^-d 

cor:trol!lirj;: ; the forts sirac^i

gutre coto, l.c Co^:. 
est hion r-ir;l-,ar;:f^:?j sur ce

n rous l r ''. :;i^lu une rn:? titvhc c'i.o sujst;:;- corr^e on
o ea J^.V^I'-.G., II fautqu 1 :!! t.;'<:; 'n t::<> r,r.o 

a cf.-:\:y. qu rn r^; ct l ! ^?i r.e pent pas .ve oJ ss:'.:••••.If-r 
c,ve dans le pa tit nor.Vb:rx- cotrrr-ii. dauc li ;.y<i.nd, 
cs- n ; c-:;;t p';.« la }>li:;.:.-. A i to oui roonit touted lea 
cr,jalites ..yi 1 or; powrc-roit d^.-sirer. D*HJ..J lev.rr, Le 
Couv...?r.r;'eirr -vtoit oblih^'; de proi'or-er. pour len 
routes, cei:.x c.«=« Oi'fic:i^r? qui 'rvoi^-nt ].e plus 
ce credit crrr 1'rypjit, cusjv ^^vay-N- qu'il frslj.oit 
oonterrl.", et i'ls pouvco'cnt n'otre p.or -'^.v 
ceux cwi f:.* ! cievjt If rCh):; de r.'5j ioa

.. L'enciro, : ranooit; id^ot, i, 275-27^.

. r^oix-'-:, Frarj'coic hi/^ot, i, ^

. Tu/KU, i., 15-16,



»\ culc'tirn in tbe .uo. ts acquire.! t. p .;Z"L'cr.lar c ; i^rii 

-j 1: v/a;-: on i.he i'crlc and Military r.vnoe '.;.>• rtu that 

;,..'.; TOU the tr.Tea.-i.er part of the fckyr^ckt;; tin/; oolonioJ. e,.pe;:dil:.: 

.Bf>/;ijinir.g f.v (•:,-•. w.ith faeir con-t^ollon, tine wa?;ta£& of fonds v.'arj 

'••. ri^jv;;.oub. 0,1 tho 3 Xovovb^r, 17'"; 8 » for <•;•], .v.rple, ro^ot observed:

;<e ne pe\..x eivolro 1 'honour be - ; ;'0'i^ rendro
.' 1'on h f;:.it av. i, :"h' 
,^;u*!, C-VL oil ^eiufo^oi-i

f:r;'_p lo ijublic qu'i"! i/ontvrn a T:JH^ r~o 40 f :'U 
^.0 aille liv.Y-e;,'.?. c't-ali "bien -le I'o.^.^-jnli 
i'crt 'i<£ piqM<: ?t. a

vent :.r-i to o'b^trve that fi coordirip; to tho r^- ports it v / : := ^c

truotf.d that «lT>.:;&dy thfi chjj::i-;^3r ;v v-ere fall-h^";; -do-vn and 

(/ue.-3-ly tl'-e Tort v?».fi urjftt l'o:r h/: bttstior:, tho ^accking cost 

ft Iv-st in part ro fyst, ratio fVuud *-ri th>^ rr.r.rs

olles EC T^ycnt p^,r vo;7^,_;p de petite
atej.lt'? d'un oheval ou il n'y a 

i :j,nee de torr-e* On dons par voyage vn ff:?.ron 
qui v.aut deu^c £?ols c--^ pl'a;,ieurs n^ivc 

'^prA'cit'.t'lon de I 1 in.'~onlrur. 
icrios par ,-cnc f idols il n',/ auioit quo 

c« ::i~.v:>.l, msis ils en douent cuatro pci^r -an, ou 
i) H les rarae?it pour <-;u.;: et ila L; n rl:U;tri"buont 
dai'iB le public, et ccla IP it i-.;i arr-r-iont,-: ticn 0.0 
•.•:ei:.c-n;::e

This ?'os encov,ra/.;.^d by t>i-.5 oi'ficors :-:=- 4 e/?f;;7n-e^r 'btccavse t>-,«i,y had a 

r;ha.re in the ill-rotten ^ins arid oo, u: v^l;ig then to greater vigilance 

v:ai3 no ;-.olvticj!- .b'i^ot bolicvsci be b&d co^olAjr;ive proof of frav.cule^.t 

o.ctlvi'.y in co nuch c-s tho:

.::-it clos h:ayo; : ier,ts des c-tbj'- 
, ..que C- = I;T clu ncrlft dec jain '••o.cuel touts los 
t'l.r.bor-'.'ai:; de l- ; < o.^pa^no ?:.volont oto -/o^^od' 
'.:••!, &er-vr.ic-nt ;, v.->c o^no uc-: li-. --illc ^-ontoient a 
25,106 livv^j.;; !.-i^

~ 3i?.l.-. t oo qui uevoit ff.i::o

or:; :.:e;:.'tc.r;t ello ; - ^it plo.s f-,^te . c.-.n v: cc r-io 
r.uis-.pa'ello '•n/rrU,- a 29,9^4 liv. cola rlgut do ce 
cu'il s'y ^.st p^sso plus do -':< :pcTierio.>°

>t, l-'Glf, /-.C, C1JJ, ^i", pp.
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•li/jot'a prove?to remedy w;\c to, 5 pay-n- lee tei-ros a la Uui-T: 1 . 

On thv; 11 April, Y\^) the adriwter th'mh^o- Si^ot .for this 

lit-i-cdlf-'!. account <snd rvcaea th-;t it i» by no r cms the- first 

^nc'ication ho hr>d received that the oonsiruction of the forte 

thcr.L>v.-y!j..y .corrupt. he *;-.vo iho xJl^Hiili ful3 aui^ori'ty to 

inve u-„!#-, te or-i rect.iiy t;:o uln;.r>';«, lut vas r.ct very explicit

that irdj'ht }^a done, ot;M r tha.; the 1/picrJ. Versailles' ro

a war, to r/'vocr, i:e the Tf -v.'O'.--" culio,; r/j' th-; guill-.;v? i 1^ 'this

-ie L-rys.^7 

The eloer, /- ;.e.:;; in his -.-spores, shifted tho bJ.^iJi^ iVjj.-- the

ir. tiot on-* o the troop:-; vhora lie ;r;:.in i,?-. :ir;--.a had coun•[•••;.rffc.ite-rt the

•vouchers- in ovation, wid ;:.abet&ntir:.t^d bis claim f>./ noiir^-: th:.it 

80:^5 h-id. ur-:en Ij^pri^oned for thvir crjro.e, l.h. al&o \,-int </n to poir/t 

out ho 1 .*' cor.iplttely inadequate vas hit> «;:J.*.ry* 'Oespite his thirty 

years as jli^cj^r^^c^^fortifJ._<>it5.eji;;;, }iO; wa^-: paid only 2,000 l3-vr?;

•hieroas rh, 7o^Ti<;r at LouiEihovj-^ rcceivr-d 6,000. Farbherrnor;.? v hi;-, 

:,on -received vnly 200 livros v^hile:

le n:oindre :": n.ceniour v-n i'rarcc a 000

'Phe :ir;.plicat:io:;, obvi ou-irly, vas th^ t their sr^l! :'.reefe 

their poci'lai.:' co:; n point to v/h'ich all Cfjjadlon ;,':haini^tro t C..VVL: 

inevitably to return4

Tho briefs -of th.<s f-.couivcd. tri8tie-with rej'ei'ences to 

in tho i'crtr. l;ut c.re --rar.r^bly op-ou<; fuo tc the und^-rlt\- 

thut the reader is familiar v;it.h t.hv r-.ccounting proceoure 

tbe vi-:'h-, ted notes fro:,; .r,n parly ipterviU-j b^-.\;r-t.n itvnni^coau, ulerh to 

the C'.-;riad.ian ^•tii.ixhl-BJ^.* ^-nd- ' iie r""'v-^ ;3C-n.tor of the l 

rurviv^d iri the: reco: .3 of the hr;-:eiK.J.. In r;,.;<7^:?-..;• , I\

t>7- JH-TI, AC, B 89, v..,, f.j,..hj,
' holcw pp
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t -, Ixon eqUpp.-d vrlth as,ird]..U,.Li-:od tl ̂  t v..-...*h fort •••..-, a ^up

sjn dlffUr;- •;. - d. feed's iVcr. Pis sr.07.v--s of !!:c;:c,hr.ndiFe ?-.;-.i

upon th-,; vr^lu.n cr.k>r of the: ur/j.^auder, if, it was a

,tionp, thc:-i •tho--^^.-^j:^; :iFdTi 'tcr;>. ^ to i/ic clerk ci"

>x.<--.:r j'or the

.; .t:i.V ::..-.-•- tc-,1 !•/ iii-G co,;;j,- i-acr- In tr.^: ahtencc o.f the r-^a^

he -.pro f :.''j-^.':; e-O;?.l-': "bo .;-vr(ori>c5.:rs .;ul

r •-•-'; 13 Ivf.cl to keep a csvxi/'ul : .^c^rd of all thete r::v. - r-r> .".ri'.l it

-

'.-.> fort t<; fcj t 1 the c,cc., ; ;-;r

the cler!-.;: i'or

oi^t he entered int<; a

; of the ^^?v^'.-f;:.-i

of il"'.e r,i..-.\n:: vjy v;hicb .frauds

],or£'?!i-L'il a f->it der, rsalv^rstti.jcns 11
ce ; : :^;.-dr H-'j. ;o;j.:rir; do lul vcrpe^i^r un .'yMo, fc do f.CO
r-Jlo rations p.Vvn ou :-'.o-',5.is av '!. -'.ru d&
qv.i avoj,t t;to T^-ller^erit fc«-i-;ii-;:.! S et
r'insi tio.rf?; -l'? Etat de vi^res port-'t;, Le S"
r, is-.- "i-c.au dr-nncit de 1'ur^nt ou do vin ou de
de vie, cri.c, a co ^'•'^ <- !-

v'cs et ••-{•« fails et Ei/.-ac:,- par cc: Cards !' 
le dit yv-^uisi'-eau lv;S pionoit 1 1, les porloit 
Coc ;(iond(an)t poui- qu-.'il Jes v.U---t i <-:i; il crivo.it - 
t--.da nnuvent <vue renrjiG&^^a luy faii-.oit present 
p-r. vln v eau '-.; vie ou urgent , et cr-la pou'xii^ 
ci coii;r;;ar.-dant ne regardoj.t de t, v cp~preB les 1- 

ij. luy nvcit ^pportv't ;\ -\; ih:;?r« .

tiir,.--, t]ie initiative, r.s often a^ r; ot cane f om

rjoih^r i.-c. anr, of i'iddl.i).:^: the recounts V:?IR found in tl^e

of -j, ar.d cpl



supposedly fru.':& Lho •ccv.^.i-.^der.'; in

that £veh purch^t>en «fcre frequently pu^cl:/ fictitious *.hci yet tho 

vere reirfourb^d for their claims hy th# hVi^L^tj^£:hL 

at h'outreal* 'ih^ £.111^1 ̂ hyjJjCih ^he^qncntly ?-.'.J ..itted the

to de V.il.~U. •-£, +•'."•.: hyvy*h':: i*U'— ::[:h <~.e !••'<• J^-'^}'-: 5 ' r '-'° ^•'-••^-u 

the j-ri^hv-etj.e ft--.d or^fT-h-d tvj» oravrln^ o.p o." cas T.i;v-:d«-,:e .i'or 

In c>ro-?r to 'iv- ne^ov-i&Mo thi« j;-.: d to 

o r-:,.° ;':.:. n/.XTy v-,--,£ paid Ir,-

/ jtboi.'v'h ibis description io ci the syaiern th?,t v?^.r; 

in AV'3^ --^: i'or?.-i».ri- syBtein v.'&s oven eo.tit-.-...:- to ..y.fvn^. 

:-.;rr.'::-j. r' : '.ry:i.-ts would o:.ly havr. ;^:d to ^ccouul i'o:?/ v->o 

coivr. .-..ncei- and .-._;• --j^J^li1 - ::••,"• That the ;;i:iri^;,er v ;/.;-.? --ejl ^varo of 

the difficaj.ij of ooi;trol5in/3 thr.so aeoouaji^ is o.ler.y fro;;: a "loiter 

to 5igct of ihe 31 Ai'i-il, 1749s

II y a b5.*--n longter;s out? ,ie
de tin-;f:r:ltp de la p?ut-5 

Je saia riet;;^e c;\:e 1 'at tent:; on cue M. iloonu'-.r-t P. 
vovlr: apor.cr a lew rfedi.iis a dor.n*: li^v. a d'^aiire-;' 

itea., ies fovrcjj.i,tei;rd dans la craiut : de 
or des redact:. on? sur les-prJ:i ayont vris 

parti d'aat/uenl.cr les cu,mtitt;;^ on yorte ore 
s facon ou d '?-;•;. -tro les .-..buc c».jt. /ju^qu'a pr^-

Ijid l->~ v.-ont on to acknovdedge that tho rv'.^,- ; y r^^.lly J ;-\y not vitb the

vdth the gcveri.or in the a^yointr-ent of honest

d f y re-riodier -:ff ic^cenent 
r^;i csla fiet possihle; !•/«:. ii co.:;:^e le^ ;:I^V-UT^G a

r;-'-r eur c^is; dcpen^eirt r-l-us do M. do 1^ ,ion- 
ierio que de \O'.'o, ^e Lji -:.:i <-xpAi-CU?i l-a 

du l-:<;y e. cet e^sid. II chv-t en c-..-;:f?G'.;uenc'S)
'.V. s comr,;o.r,d'.':.C'n^ c^-s Icsteo C-U'H des cJ'ficic 

on pv.it.-.re

hut, t!'.- fciirn.r;t^r : : ^er-s to have o-vferlo(.]'.ed one-: of the rrcf tei-:t

59,

.',C-. ::C-T y hf', 3? 39; -iv .74-77-



lem of colonial t-.-ci ply whivh.via^j the 'l<:.r^ c,u>MitiiJ.t.c of 

vblcb ti

i-.r^tiined as fcpo:!.},:^: or thippinf; .f.ccidviiits. <-..rtd in 

tfuoh a v;<st tend lory, 'who ^an to q u <••.?; t;i on the K-othentJ cl ty of such 

e3r,:;.r.'£>? G.U.y io i;r,.-;t an €,ye i.vor t!:.-i Cc-.n^--..> cceur corr^t-.poi'.^'^ice, 

.Tor C3,i.-.;-iple, ir; to ^'^e ^.ccour, Is of •!;•<•-. ;;j.:.l;.>nr of boats :,.:ch ^s tho 

•Jolv on the i'O Ai'rij,- J.7:Jt)> :i^-; ^>:^ Iv^ii-jg .Vcd .en }iU':aari ir;.ti";rj- "or 

lack of h.,';y ?,-':d tl;o Ovn:pi->3';:d corn;;-t r'c-!.:..n .co^plaini/jg about vdue 

fctj.i-:s ^rol-Ti fro-u! +he vorr. oy on the 11 Joly ,. 37>'1« Cn the ?7 A^<-.:.r 

y/';":5 Varii, ce. scribed t ; C:Gr.t.recoe-ur t;..^- ;,-—:^.t diffilGuAlv ht YRO 

h:::-' j. r.:^j ir r,:r«v- --rv.-;:-;,- perj.sl^ibJ.T;*:, di^e to ",;-;e e^t: ;--^i ; .;i iiea.t and tho

-sv.R in ^yv.-:^;ovtiL/; r; .ode btl'crf; Lhcy rotted v/^re r-;t l-..\st- in 

to l!':e f-horl-'a^.e?.; of niam/-- «.--r which

'" o

* : lil"« all c;thor cc^teiri /crazy 5?;oi.irc: '-:•?, is full of

to .v

cleric. In a letter to L-.I-VJ.G of the <"0 Ju'J.y, 1?^6 h:j.;-:<-t deplored 

the rj.ov' prc^ross p.ado in the coi.£;tr:'ct:; cn of a 'varei'c^fie at C^rillc-n 

••d-hh tro re^;.).t t.bat,

ler; -Ivrcs restont h l'J:,rjio c'e l'j..ir ct 
qu'il s'en trcuve b«a\iccup cc

Cn the 2 Av.^.st, 17^6 Rvls wrote to Yci^drcv^l co: ;:le.:nii-.^ al-.v-t tho

se font joi-i^^lle^'-Mit 1 in the pj-ovisionrrLng of the
/*" -.-

forts by th«-: JrLii'^E;-:^--1-1 ^ ^ 'an<^ dia-jr.g l-'sroh 173S -he iv>Ud in.

that "--"be court Lad irjfcri;-ed Vaudrcuil he wa.s

;!'.!« .VV.:.:--;Hnd Cr^niw-/. ed- , ^Jl^v^l^^^lT^i^Hl..^^!^ "
pp. 46,

62. H--K. Cac^rain, eu., 12 voJ r., , l:ontr.,,al and (a^ 
i.r.' - 3 ,



dVvoh' i';ut e

In iOjovt, the opportunities to dclivjud the Crovn v;ore virtu-ally a 

•Oofpoix c.nd ;xcco:.ntiij£ for letfivrv.- be- lessen: f-o j.v '-:srivv: a task a:.J 

to "bo prfictico'lly i;.:po.r-pil:'l<%:.

It-y^-a a fj.-ituai.ioTj of \:!iioh P/i^ot v,.-^ .--t\; ;.x:re fror.i the '••.•.- 1r;inriiri f> 

of his t>.: Indian ca:.--o:c, Ara <s-.? : :-ly as the 7 f^pt^-fber, 174" r.« - V:- d 

infonncd ti.-e ro.r.ister of th'? hopT'.'U-fjfl ^:.-nfi,:yi^u in th^ colon'*.', 1

- ;•.'.;. the i'?.^u.as rhl^'Vi sheltvrrod uuder it. Bat he 

.••:.;•! vied to defe^-i h !..';.

cet iiiterdant £!.\oit l.;-n.t rl 1 o 
1- f>:eerre tt il. s'y o.doroit i- 2 lernen'; c-u'il 

'ioj.t pas pocr-i'hl^ d ? ^r'-;

sc to ilic iortr,, ho -J:ld not fc-:v.pros£? t).-.1 icro-'"1 --'^,^ th^it tl.ey v^re a 

i-;rnk of cro'-j-uptio.'.; r;i.;.t ^.: ilu; 14 0<.' ;.;c'bor, 17^1 B .vh^red. his dr-ybts

tlio ;;;lr.istar that the,/ could be r^i'orined, 'de q-,,t Iq^e fa.cor:

. 66 
qa'on s'v pi^.a^««.

lie aid, hoover, ni.de .r-rious efforts to li;:iit peculation vrherc-; 

]>-"Sci"blG. During 173- auppli.es h-,d teen dj.cappeariii^ fro-' ; i the i'j.old 

hospitals at en ol;-'j rinirg i^te, V/rit-jng to Lev:;,': or; the 29 July the 

'intr-:.:j.>..:;.t o "br. 8.1 •:> ::; thc.t d'.:.r::pite tlie lar^o amount;? of radical :.-:rq;plies, 

uterji.:ils ^nd h^ddin^ :>::..t to Fort St. Jivdoric, he van ^till i-ficoivirig 

coj-p'j.-;ints /xhout shorta^o^- Bigot took that oppo.i -tunity to send -•--- is 

ti:<i liot of f.-ods yrtit in the hop.e,

•i-|Xi.'on. -ura plus .---oirj du tovt I'^oqu'on ,«,--nj!rr> 
8 en

for hnvinr; t^hen ih:o ^iep v explaining:

)id.$ i- IV0.
65.- Mi-}i, AC, dm, 91, P, 16.
66* F£::;oire, hrnnooiG M,jot, i, 14 •



J'ai b^so.in d<> irtrjcLre toutco corves do
c pour i.-.: i:oU.r;ir J. 'oidrc C?.:;K J«" s c-^n- 

Jo ]^y:; r>e pcrr.et >".;-;
'

tV-t ." c-v-af.u.;-o of Ej/roi' r-. rt;;l helrlos^neco boj'cie Uio r.-KrrSive 

<-f bin xevpor,*ibUiti*s.ib ih.-it in ;,:>ito of --i ihcrca-ing c-u 
tiv«t-'syr.-.»::-o'-'tic frrn.Kl ^v;-,o .t-rk^n/y place in the hospital -vt Tort "•:, 
I.; •^:'<:'ric, •::;;'• best /<<•• co^ld uo v-;-.- to .v.hero 1/ir; ^r;uoypncc -/Ith 

jj/ter all, if i:i a dru-k^n stupor the do-o;..o'-: J.or.t i;?:.r. c--.- «•• of 
•Jr.r.t:vu;.->-:i..ti:!,, v hat e'bv ?;^G t;.; be done trc-ryi, ;:.o servl a ref-i^Cv r:.GLt?

Gr^nt though VM.,.« ;..js <ieterLf:in^ 'lion to J L'ait r^c elation , R}{:rl^ 
did not ^oj- jple to j^ake u--:-- of the ^lack Hr.r/:;;>itin^ prcr^if%G to 
rc-'-^-rd thosr:- \Thor. h-^ l.-eli(iv«d to by ^e(-- f--rvj.r^., G^i tho 9 Octcb^r, 1?:;3 
Varin irii'oTr.t:! C'c^t

J'ey prii'le a K" L ! lirUi-.-int peer v'ous cb'^n
line ^-j.'a t ifi '•;-:' tAo::. j.l m'a dit q:i'il nc ro^v^it
la procurer en argent les Ceper^.^ ,-••;
uui ca font .I'aites fct qui £e feat pour .1;.-:. BelleKivicre c'-'-.ur.ent de la I.lauT.o.if^ huvcnr c.:,u I-a^l^t.11 ;;•'/- ?(n;ler6:nt rer;.:i
L,O/-. 1 a .la per£>GL;ne cue Was le ;]-a/-c?:'^s a p.: 3opcs
six r--.ri;:u^G ce V::ri &t de^x ^-:^rts d'f-au tvr- vieCjui. y jsoirrjt Vendiies a

this it ib to be observed that Bi^at can har-J.j.y be £.vi-l io }:.•;. vo 
a ^cod &i,r;.iiple to his r-;ubor^inate.- * ^ck.;,^; j..dc cue tl-ty ^vtn 

v.'cat PO f?-.r an to r.r^ue tha.t th*>y -vc-re :•.--•: t.ly rev •o.rQiug thejn^-clv-s in 
•pic port .'inn to T.baiT "ervi^er;. At a-\v r.-ito f cT-co:rxV.I.:o ;<" io P 

in Ife-ch 175r I-t'-T; .^la^i.ified the inflation o f the ^

nut. on the fvro-r^s t::^its
TI*-- :-T ^i,jot etoit r.nstrnr t rte <.*•& a •;;•:•£?•.' .^.^ 

c-t o •..•':!.! n'evc-i^ d'F-utre object ui:e celi:y
la liooicto acs -:ortej-j ou'^ile arc. it

67- r^n-ucorits 0.0 L-- vis, i^,% 9«
68. Ihi:]., 't-nfi-yt to 'f^vis;, -Ivcu^t 30 <vr.d :i/|. ; :'.;-:. .11 r-d foll
70., i'.v-;cis pour le ^.l^v.-." iV.nrv coo.r. . .

du. -H-: 7 p. 236; CY'-A,, MGr^GSC-;; • •"- 1 4° R:> >,:•;! (x5; , n.p," in cji^i^al,



216.

Yet the winifc-U-r cm haruly bt; exempt ^o- f .•!<.. me. £.Vj corsncientious 

service Ccntrecoeyr gr:.vt; is . t? f-tifieu ~i:y Ms corr^vS; iOs(US^c<?« C.w;r.i 

be v-'.-ss d*;r-r;rvitt£ of rtvii-d and the u^oyr'pFhb- tic attitude of the 

ti:*nistor forced Bi^ot to device fc,<ju:;s only to s^e ^ 

done*

} <:\].rthorr;.<..re, the sources nr+3 i:n;;n:n?, ;.<.;G in ;,•;-::. n t;.,-; a i

vvc;rp r-ot-^j./ uriUorp'^.d, .as ri^ot'r. ^L2£i:.l voinl*-;^. out t

La. vc'rite ec-t.auf::;:l (et ].^ iv;,---,^.- Bi,>;ot io 
oit .:,vi KI.r<isUx? c-^no sa l^tvre uu ',-'1 Sep '. 

1740J que o^s S;:^loy/B ^orjt br,/--'a si -..•x'dio^ : .M 
J.-/. ue .•[•••e-.:; <..>.;iit pas ?>.- ^o^te^^.r wiv Jo r/r 
1:;;e o.o l^urs p3-.:->-s. II isul. acno qu'i 

.: ::srt.nt ;;:: --v.tj'e f..- ;' U-rj • *•• ^ colui qui <:. *-t le 
a leirr por'u'c est/.l'ahv.:sor de la r-i«''C«-.: qa.i deviolt 

a ire

, thio claim -v-as evoked ti; .o aric <i{;&in ia th--: trial literature 

as t-ho .jvr-,i;i.ricat.ion for ofi'ici-.ls v?ho en^0-:d in trnoe v/ith- y/rlvat^ 

and even •••-••ith the C??ova-i» It aJ «o rriffot go a long v:;-.y to 

t'; the cbrc.iic i-hort^ge cf adrQi;:if:tv^itive pcrscr.iiol, ^.Inco a 

vrhioh could not afford -i,o jvuy it 13- officials coi;jiici:Ka:cato to 

the.ir cr'-i.-'-.'V.'i.ivrK'^ and r^^pcn^ioilitiee was cl^/iously in no better ^ 

nceition to train e;.icu^a ycen to parforkv. all of the regulatory to.sks 

that so cl^vrly roquirt-ed to .1* t-riclertisken. F.-.-.y}re 5 it f^^as rathcvr 

odd tho,t that ;-'-at er..i-siy of the peculators, Gay Pr^rx.] tA . should 

hf— 7 e :;v,d?u a positive vj.Y-tue out of tbir f-.hf;rtsye, Ha-vlr;^ observed 

that Ne^-v France v/as unci.or staffed -sith %nf? ej'p^.id auninistratcrs, h,o 

tha.t this va;.- j, for the C^r^di-^nr, r ^lar^ijh:^ of liberty:

].e peupJ.e r»o ^ix'bit p--. s

r:Vultipl'.-;K -dos
fori.-ent iTje^clo.f-je vl <y.r.h:ve\u--'€-, fuis^.ant et hlea
c it-/. :•:.-; n?.t:3e*7^

And Khat r.rt ' at^-,r iiberry is there than IJ.e i'reedotu to r..c.-.v;.Mil&te

1. he-oir^, l^arcol- Biyct/i, 1C.
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richer; ot tho e.y.% t nno o.C 'the

Shcrt/icC-a of ^killed iLanpo'/t.r not, only impeded ot'Ticient.

;•••;.:: uistratio.n In tho -pofr.u: bvt also- pj^^J^l Iho central 

of the colon;/, /iltho^h a pro'bl^r, oo^ron to all ck-vs--lcrdf;G

e,-:C-iivonc old not ^era to iLr.;: f.ovo L^rKed!?/ in Canada during the
RoVol

century of (fr-.L--.-i ^»j wfrZwrjcrffi&nt* On the '/ Ncv^r.bcr 173-5

-/;d r ;'-;u eo"plair;ed to 5or-itohej.-tv :---' '

73 :r;. on i;he 1.6 Octrbor, 1730.

¥ ' :;hc o:dnititer in-.d hoped that ;he iiiortrg-e could be -r : .dc 

rooJ. in lU-iod^j itself t.v.d pretended to fcelitvo t; -at salaries v;ere 

£x--*'i' Jcievitly hir-h to tstt.rt-ct joung C-.',ad_Uno into the sGr-,hce ^ 

on the 1 i"fr.y, 1759 i>^ in

s dr.ns la Golc^ie c::prrh!.r.K c.e r-^xpli 
ic oui y vuquont; hai.s il y #i .iieu o 

quo les app(o1nternar ; t)s ^t lew "Sf^Uu^ns 
err.-.ploys assrrent a ctux qui en sont pour-v 
cnt a I'aventr r}e s jeimes Cnr^dtens -: s'en. reudra

Kt vous d.-3\4s 3'ts y e:rGite:^ artant 
pourres,, '4

In the i'ojlo-?'ir,g yc-ar, oa the 2 J>:^y, the mQil.?tGr Te\^aled his real

prehiiioes .- :?>;ai^g that, 1 I.as depcnses ocs -hjiployes n-a Sc>nt deja

1r-op < ••...nsidcr;-,l-le3 t , ^nd that Iioccj-.jr.rt vould havo to present c, more
"VC;

cou-n.ncing case to jur-tiiy an additf.c::^-! ftd'iir-iptrator. -> 

•Eo c quart < s representation? v:ers cc:;vincin^ is evidenced by 

letter of the 20 April, 174- since he

Far 1 4 K:,-.o-.n-;0-n c.iiQ o'ay fait d^ la licte quo 
vous ra'av*-'^ ad re- see oe.s Ecrhvains et autv r; s Ih-i- 
plo/-,? pcirr le s'-vrt-iico di;.ns h^ Colonie il pfi.ro?. t 
c^/il n'y a ow des ^ujets bien r:edjocr-s, et il rff, 
est i?::oh£;ux cue-vovw n'en trfrc.vier:, pan de iv^::. 11;-. urn. ''J

3$, PP* ?^~£-7; AC, C11A; J3? rp« /.•6-*49 •
' Cited h, 7' 7 r/raul-% ibid., p. 15-S. 

74. AC, Ih 68. 
75- AC, :* ? 70. 
76. //;, B,



went on to promise the ijti^^^-l^ rr! ££li

±lA^ H.'-7vi)^; n;ana/yid to p 

one s^-^'i-t or & no the? for at least four year.3 ,
.-.

on the 12 April, 1742. th« minister ras l^ft with no further 

*---j:pedient but to revisit to the harsh ivality:

11 no jti'Ft pr-s est«? posed Ue de fa:ra 
estie anca'e ^n Canada " '"dcrxvairt cue Y<YU<* a'/-:'s 
'.lv.r.KiKU' .pour ;-Virvir tiu "bure?^ cos dechar,^--^. Los 
&a;)vt3 pi'opres a ce 
Pcrtr-;*7Y

All that v^a left to h;'.^; xvas the rather pathetic tjoxva Ux.t tV.e 

.''.'^:^^:i'}A cr-u"d so::.QhcAT 1.]Apr^)ve efficiency thr.v.-ii^h a re-allocaticn 

of the rork fore-.

ITo wondtr Hoequv.rt VJ;<L. forced to hirg \rri^c, r-;> in'Srchf-nts ,f:T..^; i,,s 

hifc'tiVoo, -who were by virtuv; of their r;fo^r i-^oo the only rxn qualiflaa 

hjr private life to take on adminis tr^iiv*- po:-tt;. !lheir very 

expvi-r.ience, however, put them €,ntiroly Da:/ond the u;ed.ioorc official 

esolaaents offered for iheii1 service B a -id i^o the i^:£^a_nt_ v-^s forced 

tr; .tolerate t> ;ir continued interest in hro.de and even to wJ.ah at 

transactione iL-volvin^ them in flagrant coriflict of j.r. ',-:rest. Siii->^ 

the rrl^ister insvist^d v.p-,>n holering o.ovn ofiicia.1 c-.v j.;--..r.ios vhiJ.e at 

the s^iT/o tir-: \3prradir^ the qu^lifie^.tinn^ of th.e cffioials, there 

•"?.]£ no aitoi riati1. a. ./h: '-hitebe ar^ixo;ci in r?is Jj'Vppdi^, to the court i

Tout le ,--.c>:\de peut done iatre le 
dann les Ooloiuet--. Tout I? i?c:^,^ i'y -jlolt jh 
On n'y connoit aucuno .r- reception a ott o.v,*/'d. he 

::a/<.: co:;-;^. 6;iolovo le IVut* 
i^-ont ty ; op rhwdif •<•;:•:-•«; ilrs ne r-:'y s.' 

i-c:I '"• nt p'-^s :-:0:'!i? c^ £ec our ,---,. , . J ! a;". 
pl.oi (>'.; G^roe hapastn o." ^woec en 
1740 (our co pr.:'V:':ipe). L^« p3p.cc- 
trcp rivlnens^s ponr :i:oi, t'tl • f-ut f;:,]J.u ouittor 
le uoH-^^^.'ce qui tuul rj'avcit d-T}te7---ine a u-'eloigner

pa or:ie, a r-r:on;;on" a na farriille^ a 
\m citil otranyer qui na DO conve/..-'it

77 • • AC, B, 74
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JH ne L-* fu^s point c:-;.i]-i poor *tre «?v.rae 
de C)i.-ielxc avec 1SOO iivros d 'appoint-:. v>y. . «

J';;i ;-;,;rch4 d'^pres CPt u.-3Gf;o, ot confer me- 
!/t*. : rit- A C-?.H 3oix de;3 coloni^y- w<v.;.-- lie dleur 

"Hoc quart, *>i ce nom seiil ^e:r^ toojoUTG i:a justi­ 
fication, f;oiir le Si^ia* Hoc^i'.-iri, ctant dc-ja Gordri

LT. iotalite ou uiie p;,rtie do T.c'J.lf-ttr^oa on .Pol 
lintel; p-:r ^.u^ixijcr ;,lon.. Irntot v : •,/;'( v-j./it 1'esii™ 
j^ttion^ o «•••.';.-!.-:: ce V I',,|f..;:.Jl.}vh ^clca It;:-3 ci:: conn 
jug^oit a TiropoM de ;-.;.avre ] >vi>~: ou i'auiro fo r T:.o 
«ic: v^ndro UBJ r.r^e dans la Oolonie. ocun aes ;̂ e:i:< 
de cot J"r1"--'-ijL ( t jrr-i-'pT'cchable.; ^vc'C ^on ^vtru, ot 
ioijjov,rc GaruA >!:u; r:-:Jn. Sc rt'otcio inv.oj^tc^i dana 
uae Ife :;.;:•-,:•> i, co 'con-^.^r^e , c;u : aYolt i'cr^;; li.-. ^ieur 
iV''Vj-re^.a, Cr^^-ii" lul -aet;:«: d^ns ler-' i/^^ii^in^ 
K.oi ; f>t «.'ii.'.ii <i.voit- t''i<:;r)j.io ,.-• • ';• -lc cf:-« ^a^ar 

? Sl, : ur >'*rcqu.«rt le savoit. J.I b--* Irouvoit 
^t ir;l'''.xv-i; iiiCu.-v^t'Jbl--' fevec *r.a Cii"^.lite ae - 

t'-s^irij ni Ta I-.^.i>'on de 00^,1: ••erce dr/oiidu a ira
>;a/;a.sim, .11 i'c;lfioit, au con- 

y-?ur les b^^oiiib du :r^:.•:^:Lce de

u:i s deja apercv, •;' 
Ice bons rujets i;itn.\qi"'.'nt dan^ nos bureaux, il 

^ n 'y a que de T/-J^ i.?>. i; ••-:••' s corif^os ei, cela HVJ 
ptut dtrs t'M x-ccent lo i--y ^o lu.urs conarvt p;^; 
de ouoi vivro de ^:orte que d'abord

ils ye placent cbe^ des n; K^

Nor L-:d Yer^-aille-r, ' attitude cr.snged whv:.-.a Eir.ot v- cu; f-. 

Jilii319£r-j!i* -10 ^inisier 7,-.: ;..a .still requiring ev^r .iric-rce: f : 5r,s 

of cc:r,5.ni3lrntive v/ork to be done witbcut co^.-ieMrui^to ino.;-.^, ne-f: of

. Bird; hr.d hardly p.et foot ia th« colirr/ befcif; he

hi.;T!f;elf constrained to icJ'

propo:.>Gd to rcri^dy the situation l;: - pi -{-.curing for tho capable onecM
• '.; Q

'de qroi vivre ' . So rt-;-r:i.ous VJIF. tbe cilr.. -!-;i v ;n tbat Bigot retarru d 

to the fiv.b-oect :in « letter of In- ;-;8 0,;, i-c.ber, 17/0 in v;hich'he 

repentfd tlie i;;.pof--j-:i oiai ty of retaining any ?ls.rf ?:t cv,:r:<..nt Jtv^ls 

or reniun^r.^tic-:'': and added i':.-;t ofiicic:."1 . v/ork • c; .^ S'-:rioi;.r/',y reta?"dod:

.. ...
du Roy, pp. ;r:^->2^; I/J, 4° Jji; /4351(9). 

79. vai, A0 5 dllA, 92, -pp.



ur cui a celi-y dv, an ,•:.-•: sin du
dea olasfxn, oylu,y do^ .voldatr; tt celiy des fond?; 
-•::.t surcharge. il iu:i et:t ii;;:uo:r ^ihJe de vycqu'^ 

• .a .tf/»:-.y; ils soict,. :^jy^r^-.nt ex .la.., dans un rrand
au.outl ;];: ne pourai reedier ck: ' '

CoMdderi;:'; t-c eituf5 . '•icn as it erJetei, it i??, not £.ir-:-pr.Uin£ 

that Bigot lound t:ie erJosia!: ficccur.'ts ir- v-ttor confusion. V;].ien b.e 

f::rrivft. ! t,ht; f;oo;:^ still }x:.:l i;ot hecn x:;lo:-^d on 

the ir:.v.rJuaole. ar;-i^t;uK;e of tiio /Ic-^t^/oljjttTj

t-:r-e<:.b r-.iv.rtic^s of r.iii: o'./n, Lo hi.d ;;•.;-;. n--;^-. ; 'f. ^,V !'/!>> lo bri.n/j tbo 

•'..•::••,-: unt^ up to IY^'2, he simply did not h-rve iueans at ;i.is disposal 

to ^raaran 4^:' tb.o ?:e^il&rjly of the <-;.:-. cox r.ting fdrich for; ^u th 1:: 

of the £.r,-:u-'--l :->.yort. On ^'AO ^ February, 17;>5 J.!.:'be-o ; the colonial 

t-.:eaEv.rv r c'et-cribt-.-d the -ir^ostible situation ir- -which he four;G. bi.:,- 

r.-:lf to "be. Althourh pt:"rvonally 7--:-f.--;:-r-nG:''bli3 for the pa^F^nt of t?^, 

troops

les rrouve^sons interif.urs d4-: \; Colo^ie 2ui 
occaslonne un travail trop force pour le faire

^ol'^ie.--? ----'ho i?:ere stationed in the Pavg dy? ji .,K5j.it. saifie1.iip.es, .for ^ 

long as three snd for..:- y^p.rf.1 , h^d tha p- i; Ile^,'-? .of r.oird n.-i ting clele 

r;ate^ to collect their salary for them. Since r..6r;&y coulO. be i^id 

at either Fontroal or %oh^c., a -popular rac:ket ^inon;:; tb f:; troops ''v^ 

the c'-ir-ipc. tcli of o. dr> legate to Ouehfte. ^;hc collected the payment ^h 

the r-^laior applied j.n y^rsor; ^:t hy^y.re?,!; too s-.horiG.^v) of accountants 

rnycle it ii/poGi'i'ble -J o discover this doiible p;::^;::.:.nt for E;ai:y 

of-.^n too late to recover the ove.rpt-,yjr;en c, Ii? c^.-.-f-s Tv-h-src- 

ro paid in rerchandire in the forts 'ha c.c counting v;ac even

GO. I^OI, AC, CllA, "2, pp. 65-66-
81. Or. -he } NcYcirher 1748 Biyot told the Minister: * fje n'

pu dehro-aill'ir weul I'etnt des firie.nces do la Colciiie dane 
^ur; si P-.--J de terarj, oi IT j>r(^:rd re s'y i'ut eMtG.uye et n'y 
cut rar.fve (tes -/cits.' KGI, 4(; s Ci'.QA, 9--, p.



difficult. The best i-oi^dy Imbert cc^ld tu^-rt vc-'ss- to pot the 

£.ccounlir.£ of -.Vontjoal sr.cl Quebec on an imj^pendcnt .Vcctinr: fcud to 

increase -the number of aeooimtinifj- .Such ;-.r< ir-ez'Ha;::e in etaff 

j.:ight aliro put the J^vtrolo in ^e petition to audit ths £^;:;.-D22..vi 

for p*yr^i:-;,3 it received i'rcm the Tre^ suiy ; thu;; ^lir;unatii:pr the 

na.n.y clc-i--.Icrl t-rr-vs v/hiclu ;:l:.p]^d i> ; rr,\..-h o'vviiv-: xo stafi' 

Finally, the pressure o.f the cul-^^u co^'-or^ion of circuit 

into let. terr; of erc'-ar:^ v^as fto ri.fcpr^r^ortiour.t^ tc the 

r-.souo.-cec tl'iat riiriny ;:J_st?il;.^G vver';: iuv;yj.U;bly jr^.'i8 lor Y:hio?.i the
;'..; p

ti-^asarer \c;s h^.-ld personally responsible,^"

li-.c-rc Cfe.r: be no quor^tion of the v.ttt-r o ::-nfu,~:. oa in v.bich ,5i 

ditcoYe.r^d fill H.^v-^cts of Canadian ^dici-'-ivlr^.tion. J-'r.rt/i^rnor? . :.t 

¥'ould appear that this \-v3 atlrihiit^blc not onv to the dlfljcirlt 

nature of the country "but to &H. acute :£hortap;e of qualified a-ti.in- 

it-trators. Althou^b Ei^ot performed joiracl^s in bringing up the 

aoccimts to dat'-s and in ^rey.tly ^i;;/^enlin.£; th^ det-51 jn bis letter 

to the cdi'ietcT; IVced T.'ith chronic tttuff shortcgeo o-fj he \-;as <;,nd 

vjj.th .-=ri cv--.r rising vclurn^ of In-.siness c^inf; ^o the incrfr-asinr- tft^p 

of Tdlit^^y operp.t.:!<;ns, it is hardly rurpri^lrjp, that lie was not 

capable of £uprrvis:;.f'p: pvi?"r'.ri9lly ever^y ara>%-ct of eolovrlal eJ^in- 

istration,, In i>.ct, hit; r. ^.oire. of 1773 is at its iiiOf:t

La fc:n-.ie etahlie *-;n Canada povir le :^rvico entra 
moit des «hu;= necej:f;aires qu'il f-uroit tocjours 
ete inpot-eiblt; d'ei-pechnr. t^rt qu'on n'av^^it 
P--IS \ .••-;. s un liv.tre pl.-m d'ad^inio.t-./^tian* On 
vouloit que 1' Intends nt oi^riat tour- lt-s Etatr; 
02 I'oujTiit-'j.r^c; et '.outes !•-- •£ c.r^or/"rtnces ue pave

?: qui se doliYK.-io;rb , en eor.Kv.qunnce,' or c~;<; 
^r^iT^/^c re i'aitoient quelquoiois o inilAc- et 

1,SOO liei.:.;- de Quebec <hins 1-^s p- : i-. t>.- B ou les

rr;:^:-es, et qui • cl 'ti

AG, '.0.1A, 93 ? pp.
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ir oe q-ui f>? y°;;.v.-oit ni loin cie i^iV II 

illicit hi^n c'u'il s'en r<-,ppor'bKt a letter U; lion 
do t:"ux -gin. ^ a-J-.'-r-t f:-.r It- a lieir::, fet c,u'il si^ 
s'ur If-v.r re; r-ort. Aui-r'.vrient et s f il f.-"c-it f^ 

. verifier t.-»\3s 1^-s Eta%G («t il f.n ^irn-vit. Kou 
dei- r. .!.!'! it '/•<: -a la loirs) l f ad:-i?/j strata o.o eut eie

pu 

•Tiva s& rue \?a? true, he L rd.rrtsined, f('.••;.'• 1.^0 accounts of the Z

;.r:d

Of c?'.v..\r:>e £i/.>'it'i.1. tft^-i-iuiony c,/i not be acoeptcd with

has it <-:v-;-r bt:.-r.-:i po^sib].',; fv)r th;- 

tho rectituoy: of c.ll tl:o actions of his 

cortr-ol is crjVKincd tbr-ci-ch e;cr,l;'nit >t;;;ndards 

0/,-ck^ to c.Si-'^rt the prj.iiciple thtt ^veryo^e it; l.It-blo to i

c,t r>.r../ fl ;.'.«. Perhaps ; JiT Jr.i&ot had not oeerx co'"pro.-rd.rHd himself b^;- 

cov: ..ercisl ent^rp.rii-os he may v^ve oee-i a r;ore el'ieotive police 

but it shoulc. lr-:- cl^ar i/ nov/ that he dicl rot rrr>oxi hjiasoli' 

paxtlcuLv.rlv ccrnp;:-or;it;;ed b, his -activitic s. Airth.cr-inoro, 

fraud vae er^f.riic to srch a degrfjc- and coin patent administrators in 

such j:::o-rt cupply that ^.ore he to have t^ken punitive measures K gainst 

i''io ^.'ilty be r.;^/ ^"J? h;:ve ICUMC! the prit: -:ns in rrapablo of hold 

the- aroused ?nd the cblo'i"..y cor-.p'lc tely de^aded of its ^-iini

ocrpo. Conaeouently, ~r.-? l^^ndfiri* appe-'-rs to have been a
.H«M,

of tao r.\ cte,;i-ra.oJierf i ',:•-. ^ak^r ar^u . bcv:ld not hvve b^cn co v:'.rdict

i-ely cor:deijined l.^y the . !JLat<-2Jt;t in 176% before 

definite a conclns.-; '••u hov;.jver, it • \; ill be necessary to e;-:.r=;::;ine 

the evidence of thfj tri<;l and Gradis

>. l'-";.oire pour Francois 3:1 got, 177?; Blx, 
J:ranc-is, 16207, pp.
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TIB « Am THE Dtf -CANADA 1

Since Vre^ault v;ro to 'Uo volumes basod pr.i&irily upon the

voluminous evidence presented to the court in the 01: '-He "lot, it is

a haz'-irr.eus enterprise to undertake to :li? prove upon cueh 

efforts in a single chapter* T^:\>:!rthele~s, new inf.ighto into r.he 

trial literature and official oorrecpono-nce ir, fik«-> it impossible to 

pass over the robj&et in eiltirice. Even were, the Gr&d.v; papers sti?.l 

irncred, trio circle; t^nces in v?hich the trial was conver^d <^nd the 

violent Icn^o^^? of the prosecutor *r<d ,j-.;.u.-;.es are iruffio;.^-;t to c/iot 

doubt uv>n the objectivity of the court, Vherofci'e, alter h^vi^g 

described the motives »;hich precipitated, the trial, Lho azrar^r't will 

iaove en to a discussion of the charge G l ;.;.id against Bi^ot and his 

Oefence. Because the Gradis papers provide, for the frirst tipo, an 

authoritative comparison to the trial lite-i\-!-tirre, the inve; :.:li^r^l;; on 

•will concentrate especially xiporj those charges related to the Bl/joi;-" 

Gratis co"^aerce« If, by no lueruis affordir:.^ P. co^prehf ••nsive rb-int^r- 

P'"':taiion of the court's findings, thin v;:Sllj i-evc-rt'-el^ss, give 

EO:-^ opportunity to determines the decree of objectivity rlth vrhich 

the court approached its tesk ,?nd indic:.\te vhat v;ei ;«ht ean be accorded 

CGfely to its juclf-v-'.jj-tivt.

In a p:;.per presented to trie 1978 feiventicn of the 

Fistorio^l A^ = ociat:Lcn, John Poshor c-;.-:::V'Ored the f.Jl^J^e

to the (y"f-yfus c&'.^o and ar^jrd thr.t the .-iccufeed, h-h^ther innocent

or {^ilty, they v/ore alnost cortr in to be convicted in a trial of
2this type if the Crov;r> co deairea, ' !-'<•• anting to the bstvf-i^/ of

!U F..KA..P., ibid,
2- TThe'hronoh i;ro?jn.'F. Motives in the Affaire du Canada, 1 

pp. 1, 5.



r« ports, jix: ;;-, merits, fsotrur^ rnd other sudi !:;-.tcrj>J. prJnled durir,;; 

li'? trial, he .'.>:• itttained thf.t the;/ yro the - ; cords of an;

cuthcritori ;:ir> goveru'jent.urJ^r.y^red by an inde­ 
pendent tj\3dic:cry or. a jury, unchallenged ly £-'V 
or^oni^ed Ie<v:-l defense, by Iy^^c^_^/;pu3 or by 
fi^y ciher rd;;,htc of the ecouuf.d- !--h«..y hed virtually 
non^-i-ulo to interrogate '.th^ prisoners . in private 
?'S often as nyc-;^pary, ec'-v.^to^ed to -rcceivir;^ 
th i: : ttisv^riony of secret c-i- -e\-i:ii C7;o;;yr:;o.:ji& f v/it:i'r^soG ' , 
raoro moderate oji-i K£-.i:fiible p^rhhps l.-'^in Many other 
authoritarian refine 53 but Tier- rtb*:les^ free to 
>n;ild up and polish an •unchiJJ.t-.-n^-d official 
version oi the crIi'.'.-.-fS in que^-,,ir-;n ii r:ilhoi;t fer-r 
of qpfrStioninjT, ':y i.in elected 'je

Co, if the Crov;n had any rea^r^ to v/irdi to lr- fluency the verdict, 

it hj,d at itc1. dispo^c.1 i;.ho -•i.ans to assure th-1 o.esi-^d end a

It is not r.ccfeir^arv ^ o look very far to .;.;nO such a 

Ceding as it aid on the heels of a eyries of f-pectacx-lar 

defeats in the Seven Ye'/rs V.av, not the least of vhich t/f-.R tin-; 

loss of Canada itself, it is obvious th?t the Court ^as lookdn^ 

a scapegoat ur<d that tho Ca?:adian adndni^trators v/er^ the ^=10 « I 

convenient victiuis. The prosecutor cf <:c-r;-:f; v^as at no }/aJ.ns to 

hide his pre;j unices. Besides accusing the administrators of, 

? jaoropolles, abut, vt-:;:.'itic-n3, et pre !̂ :ri -"..-. t iorifi ' , /T he went directly 

to tho point, demanding rhetorically: •

Fo.ut-il iiuputer a d'^utres otusos l<;c nalJiexirB 
la i1 'ranee d^ns ccs con trees ct les avauta^es 
lee er;n^.;.'is y ont re^'pcrtes? -'

13ut, J:osher, tbr histc-ri^n of ^^lC';Ll;:£^^

in his latest article ha« pix-d-accd ^ i ; ;o: \:. sophisticated vievr of the

Croon's ecc-ncinic motives than Ji:,'?t a o.e;sire to recover the

3. Ibid,, p. 2.
4. CPA. , KriB, n ^(5^. -;-r:s.V:t du ConsGil, .12 l>-,
^., IVincipale?: I^quetee <ru Pi-:.curear Genti-i-t-l ei.i la

et?..bl:le C'.UT^S I 1 Affaire du Canada j Antoi'ie Boudet, Pt-rit:, 1763, 
p. 6.

6. CriKr.vid^e "University Pr^t;:-;, 1970,
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72.2 ^'S of rotit;^JX7?j? ordered hy the court, Tbo prorscution of

trie officials, he caintaim-d , ra.« & c^ans of justify i.ng the 

repudiation of the bulk of its' •C^n&ddiin c^dbt to private ind

The ^overnrnent, by prosecuting its oft' Join Is for 
fraud, vms able to c^-nte an !).• pro^wion that ib^y 
•were responsible for the ii^-nee coot of tho ^ar 
c^nd adDinistratiort in Canedp,. The entire C;-:,nadi?.')i 
debt v-as i&de to seem tair.ts.d 'by the sniJ itary 
a'.d the coi-rupt.ion th^t W.-B ??.ll'-. r:./,-d to have c 
roth the debt and ih<> defeat, 'ihe Oa:>:diav) 
were thus discredited in g^heral, tboee held V/y 
the; guilty ofricij.-ila «'ert.- conj is^-^led and thus 
i:-:.-f/ million:' in ^cYer-ir^nt c&bt ^ere LJ] tAn-.i 
repucliav.od. \«h^.t v.vm left of the ?;ao..'t fcor-w debt 
incurred in tire i^aritime aii'l colonial vi^rr 

d aiic. ultiira-tely convert: d ii^tu 
debt. 8

3c?sher pursued tlirls tlvrrir. t}- : voa;r;h the fJ.;,rl ien p^.gey of ;'.ic pape 

noting the v.-r.st S'JIKS of noney owed ivy- the Grown to holders of the 

Ct -tr.dian notes, a total reckoned in. 17-X al; about 83 Killj.cn l

which owing to the discredit byGLght upon these df;bi:s by the trial,
Qultimately, «;as reduced to only 37,6(37, COO l.^v7:^- ^!liva, the 

Crown h>-d a r;ost ir^edlale interest :in findii^ Teodlcrs of go.Iity

the Canadier] Kilministraiors and to, the co,, vj.ct ions brought

Li^ot ar.:i his associates are equivocal,

the co^rt aseuiaed the accused v,ere puilty vntil proved 

innocent and th::-:t it had no compunction in leadjri,r/ t}-c? ^itretpes is 

alleged hy Ki;_;ot'a rri-^'OiiTC in the discuKfd.on of the charges relating 

to j^igot's r-hr.r-f; in the trade of t!v2 posts of j-.

jMtho'jfrh s accordini.; to Bigot, the Governor, c.e D--L. Jonquiore,

took tbo initiative in r;coiiri^c the trade interest for Jiimself, Bigot,

7. C.P.A., J.':G16 -d: Archives du a.rnin^iry do (.•.nc-r^o, pol. IX, r:o, 
Journal de ce oui e'^'st p^.<':e io;;r pnr jour en la c.o^jrl^ 
etel-1-^-. y:«••;?.?.' l f f-J.'ii ire clu Or--20;•;•,*

6. ''i:ho i-'ronch Crovoi'a l'otivt=:-:;j —•« p, 17*
9. Ibid., pp, 25-26,



and. i5re.--.T...t , a:ui ih^ayd joiiafjed all of the rcOatad Im^lu^sa? the 

7-roeecutor v.'nt; convinced that Bigot v-.;:s chief.! v ::t£p<:)nii:'L >b].y for the 

i"3- '.-•„; (."!.<; vhlch bad- ;ille<rtdly taken place. ; IK- V.VG supposed to h-c-ve 

?-n thorite d the dispatch of Crov:n coeds as' 'Indian T /:.•••' .^ontt; 1 for

r t^de of the pov;t:j. New 0£u'or:S ver-o •:•:.?. id to h'.ve bc-^a 

for irvin.vpo:~ri; and v.. ori-i-oi.it .:-\/"b?ytitutes to have. te«:n accepted 

in return. Bj.^ot v;.is al^:o boliev^d to h<.-vc crOered the i>:isific'.t.j en 

of the acccuntf-: ,;in the. 1' -•:•:• is for thn- i..^sociate;p ' -profit,, 1^-tpite an 

al^r.clute lack of j::atar.ial ^-'Jdenco nn.d or;ly hearsay u b on -winch to 

.base the charts, the pro^ec-ator returned to thr> tub,iect c;;,^in ;o-d 

ci /;.•:;. in in his O:C<>PS-(%A-, ;•/;.; r'r..tio}is of fec^-v. 2

hi pout d'hu'fant r:iOir)« t.:'en •di^T.^:.u-i:.r 1 qu'on 
ne pent pas :ie dofendre d'une ry flexion qui r^f^t 
a U- viie de foutes ces questions qu'on -,:, .failcj: 
ici ?iu e'our J3r^.;ri-ds C'est qu'ellle,-; eont tcutes 
to^rnee^: contjx; Ic eieur higot. On cco,it 01.20 
c'e^t le Geii^ral qui a sccordo ct& IJarchandi^^sj 
ir;ais on veut ^oavoir si ce n'cist pas a 1'inwti- 
gatrio 5! du £ie;;r Ei{;ot; ;-i ce n'cst pas lo Sj/-"-.- 
Bigot cui (--n a l'a\t passer ^.ne Guan:;.iv:o ::d i^./. 
qu'elle eto^noit lo Gct^i 
n'e---t p^:^ le sieur Bigot qui a fait 
des Cr-.nots teufs, et qui en a recu de vieiix; «i 
C3 n'est par »s-ar les ordres du s.'cur Bl^ot 7 ou ! «nt 
vKo p-:cyces les dopen^c-f; su]>poj;ees, c\;i oui- ete 
port'os dans ce^i Et-rfcc fahriquey e Fontr^al. Et 
dans la ve'rite, tout pa.rcit avoir i;;.vrch5 sur ce 
plun d?:n^ la Procedure, tout paroit y avoir cte 

, si CG n'est \micjuK- ;:;!.- nt, <iu rioinc1. prin-'r!--
t, contTG he sieur higot, II n'cst pas 

ecvl /COY! Be, o.ii .::-rjl Te^,oin, qui n'ait ote 
•••-. declarer !:ov. h ce cuMJ. fv^-avojt 0 a la v iiarge 
as oe pr^-id.or Accuse.

ho douh'G the ratter v;ae veil worthy of inve: ;-.ti {ration 'but r-:n impartial

10« lo'rioire, I'jBficois Bigot, ii.. 130-131. B:ri'prd { s
'.jhile not El^iiyirj.;;; this v,-as less ^•-..paicit, saying only 
that', 1 1>. 1751, il fut orr^te entr-c M. oe la Jor.urier 
ctlo-.s GQ-JV-^/^'MJ-: (°e^» rr--.l du CavioOw,; XI. "f'^Cotj T 
T,r> . •.l-'--,urir: c f d-% l.'i. Piero/c, Cr;pitair.:-.---^, un plan de 
Society..,*, CPA, MCrlS G8(5), p, 52 ; nd, orifriial E/P, 
4° T-V-: 54531(4).

11, I'''n.oire, 'Krtfttcoia Bigot, ji.' 135~1;6- rh'-oire i.-r^-'-cl, pp. 103-
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justice vould liovr- tried to rcrc-uode -r^.rd to rec-31 aJl he could 

about the ci::.-GUffist£jic-.:s and i"ont co:rta.iiiiy h*.v-e xelj-c,,:i.ntd from 

w.'^ciiiv-giritf hia to beg the qv.rFt.l.on hy heaping r.ll of l.he IC.o^c 

u; on the A-i^/^.ll::' Ko't. Li-.?priKir.'.£,J.y, in hi3 re; : pori:>e to 3ip;ot f s 

£^;^'A?*£» rather than. ^cin/r into r:.f-.ater GLe'U.tl, &;^a--d affirmed 

only the.t the I'.vcuds un.dcr disc-^BsloT- rere covr^d ttod in ^ontr^al afc 

.bigot's c.v:"- ; r and that he did not KT-OV? -: ny « ::ore -.I'-vot U'-nu f?o

neither th<:. court nor the historian v-.-is o.ny tii? T/i'ser Vo.t the
'! '/•'""""prosecutor ;;..* 'Br^ard 1 ^ U stiver./ that ,E:.^ot v^s #ra i 1 by <.

Tiiou^.-li Bi^ot apye;- rt, to havt; been deeply corprctniHod by 

cf the corjfpiracj.es b-;earlhed by the trial, the dv*b:U,rG nature cf 

the original t«;-et:i.i.;oi-y a^-inst hini lends cri:d^ncv to >>i{;ot { s claiia 

that ho -o;a£; h:l2)i«eir the victin of a uii^ci:,r7ia/^e of ji:.st;.c<.-:. In 

1757 Jecin-Yictor Varj n, £dB; ! Jd:;;.^;i^..^.J:^J.d:d''i^ 

1.' .^dd!:^^^i_^:i^:i ̂ S'iL.L.l^rr^ ;_:&:!* solicited his return to 

oi\ the pretext of ill health „ No ftooi,.':-r h^d ho :>ot foot in 

:;;etropolif; th.--?n he iv^nt to Ver-.-dllc:-! to i^ako his 'co^fesrrioris' to 

.the simtrter. Tue victim of -uysten^tic i:ei7-c;:rir.:o, he .nifiintairied, 

frustrated by -divot's .stubborn detei-^inaticn to block his vroii.c?ticn:

dcs ahus qu'il voya ca^ettre pans p 
repriner; i /.quiet sur Ics op^r^tions do 

Liei-oc- tier.!? leequtlleG il c : etoit trouve 
po^Tvain:-;i dire, ;ra]^rl lu.i, il se deterinina a 
fv::ir 'les ccca;:ionG qui. .lui tc-..doient ley ridg 

d'i. la fortune*

Thuri- he T^i^ei'ted his r.;-otiv€;s to -ti:>e

\:'hether Varin rr« ti-uly co:)vinc(-:d that Bigot hi.d deliberately 

hloc'.cd hi c; i.roroti^n, or whether he merely found it a co?.jve?v!.f n't

12, Cii'., KC1S C'8(5): l>Iv'F, 4° ^ ?••'331(6). Hoponre du ^--;*-;u:.' 
Br%rd__;ui:x 1-^;-o:: .I.CF d.e j,". Biyot et du Pean, pp- ISj-IrjJ. 
1^?, 4" Pra 54331(3), Requcte du Jean-Victcr Yavin §, ?artir.e, 
P- 5-
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argument, he maintained that Si^ot held him e. grudge owing to his 

recommendation of,

des operations qu'il convene! t uV* fairc pour , . 
I'oeconomie do 1 va pro viol Gi^ne; a^nt dcs juO^, 4 3r;:.s »

That this was not the ct.se Bi£ot rent out of his v/ay to dononf.tr:-: te

"- n ^ s 2^:£i£:iL ^-/ -r < ; i'errin£ to letU-rs l\*i • : r ot'; to t.he rjnistcr
16soliciting; favours i'or the cop^:u-: ;'.?:^;f;--pi'flrjr!.:.j;;,lKU3'. Having' failed

io receive; a promotion, GO Yarin 1 ^ tstory wont, even thcu.gh ho had 

fc-e-nt his wife to 7or fr.-i.il let; in 1751 to-present his c-ce to the

•..sinister, he v:^s convinced that only Bif-ot's reeop;Tierid<-;.^:ion v;oultl 

rrocure him promotion. Thus, in spite of iii^^elf , v;.-hen fean r«

-idiot's e{^;nt, met hiiiii at r.'ontr^al in 1752: to urge birt to .join a 

.combine designed to defr&r-.d the Crc^n and Bivrued that:

il feroit plaisir a M. r-i.^ot? quc c;^ .seroit 
occasion de se lier avec lui, de .v't.n falre im 
ami, de le determiner en r.a i'avfur £.u Ministry 5 
qu'il obtiendroit par ce L;oy^n la place de Co^nl;--- 
s^,ire -General qu'il solli.citoit depuis si long-* 
temps, ̂ "

all of his good resolutions were for nau-rht and he eucearnliyd,,

But the very ru th lest- Tie GS of this PC- If-H^ehing thrc-^s into doubt 

the c-.':-:plant.;tion of his motives I'cr -confession in 1757 • It is xirlikely 

ihat a man "who was prepared to con proiTn. 5e himself so deeply in the 

hope of proiviotion would develop a conscience subsequently. In IV. ct, 

that his motive s for 'confession 8 v.ers the same as those for 'ccmmssi 

vas iraplicit in his or-n ^ords. As "Bigot's J^?^ijire pointed out, his 

\vhole -will •vo'-iS bent upon replacing Sifpt v;ith hiri^elf as inloj-ida-;^

II a.veriipf.oit J.-e Kini^tre, que la Colonie elicit 
p^i-ir, s:" on 2a lait^oit plus lone;- terns tntre tes 
rri^ins; qu'il otoit d'une nei'G suite inrlic-.pen^^ble 
de le rap-puller, ;^i on vou.lcit 1'i orv-.-cr; ct il

^reu^e disposition de rcpasr^r-r lr. iner, ei> de fair

14* . Ibid. , p. ;-•
15.. Memoire, Francois TJigot, ii. 143-1.:'; 8-
16. }\e'-;u;;te,. Varin, p. -|*
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le sacrifice de sa tranqiulite et de eon repcSj 
pour aller y reteblir le bon ordre et la.rc'irle, 
si le Hoi iLurerolt que son zele put y etre de 
q.uelque i.ililite. 17

Moreover, that Varin was va.ir; and interested at leact ?.r, much 

in dippl.':*;/- as in tho effecting of econcvries for the C>ov-m wa^ 

testified to by !c?oe. Begon on the 13 KoVe.ttber, 174^:

I>'i. de Varin est arrive de Quebec avec son ;rrarKi 
cortege, oar il j'c.ut t.;ue tout ?:<.- fc^so r-,v-.- G dignlt^-
_._ m , -\ | ., ( /' 4*^

I A~ "^ r ^"i "1 T" l'' »'"' 1T"*"*" i~"*"'" y ' ^ T" *^" T 1 ' "^ iTY} T ^"'"' >'"' T ••'"";"•."* ''* "r "i T" * • ">' r "• ' > •"? t* i *~5

sa suite,'M, Ka^-iel qul est descendu ^veo lui *-:-t
**™1 T'^T*^! "! 1 *-l

C-U'll o. /•{<•! VC-t-) J •" —b:"i."< oVfSC J u ' f-.^'fiij Q eiI.bST r'c:-! :i ".Ci?

s'ii etoit necfcatairt; ici» J'l fait le 
d'un sot,

A ir^acare of the court's cco-vpl^cc-rncy about the colci-l^s or 

Perhaps its resignation to the sy^t&n/atic fraud?; "ihieb took rJ-:iC€- 

there is that, rather than recalling Bifyoi; i:c:f:'ed.iatoly and .launching- 

a full-scale investigation of Varin } s charges, the minister contented 

himself with v/riting.the SBVG sort of letters to the governor ^r;d 

intendant urging economies as had been written in previous years. 

If Bigot's r"--.x?ncjire ip to be believed, the minister even «.rote to bin 

in raid 1758 assuring him of the 'disposition favorable ou je sui^- do 

faire \aloir -vos services aupres du Roi' } but tdnce- ths reference 

iv.,r^.diately procsedirig this "was deli'berate'l.y ^ii::toz^ttd, no unsubMtant- 

iated 'statement the Ki|j?^Qi^''x ruakts c^n be received v,icli.out question* 

Arguing that V?; rin's renuete had ijade no inpression lApon the minister' 

esteem for Bi^ot, it - ; ;ac a^^^rted that de £-'ora^ ^rote to the j^j^i^^nj^ 

on the 14 February, 17^6;

teyoi £/»#. ;r^»s qui m'ont ^tc rendus de votro 
probite et ce q-ae j'en ai vu. par rMol~ner=\e,

V/liereas, in fact, the minister ^as referring to the Gradirj at that

17. I'i.exoire, Francois hjgot, ii. 149•
IP'-' ^I£:-.» 1 -35, p. ^*
19. I'eraoire, ftancois Td^ot, ii. 156.



roint and the original wording wn.rj:

Les tesioigriapy:^ qui rn'orit t'te re.odu2 de lour 
7.robite. .,'°G

This discovery is disconcerting. V rher> such readily v«::iiieble 

material is *>o -brazenly distorted, v;hal, ie there to be yaiu for the 

reliability of the re^t of the te^tJncny? vfere it only Boot's 

brief that is subject to euch roleci^Gj then perhaps tho difficult 

veald be ••v: j.n;;:.geable but each of tho .accused arrears to have had not

the qlif-hl-est compunction in similarly Tnmipulatirj^ the Ovi 

So obvlovv-;lv f conclusions can be .drav?n safely only T--.'ith the

o care.

Vnrin's brief, for f\"/. i^ple, is palpably abeurd v/here it

asserted?

t.^u's. I'epoque de l } 3j-i;-e^ 1752 qui est le 
vingt~qi;atrieijfe des services du Sieur Varln, il 
ne lui est rien reproche dans t:a coriduite* Le 
:rc?r;ent d'err^ur^9Oc^A;.nce en 17^2 oue le S. Pean

• I - ' I * T ^ JL •V3nr, a iuon tr.?^ 1

Although lj;\v m Begon regretted that her .son-in-law, Varin's predec-

etsor cJ Montreal, h-r-vd been so scruulouss:

Avovit- done qiie t^ n 1 as ete, cher file, qu' 
uv" ; e ^rocsc dupe clo n. 1 avoir p;-f> i ; .. \cvuc su- t f arranger; 
au incins ej3. aurais-tu en quelque clicse en sortant . 
d-r. Canada

Donald Horton observed:

ji.-it^e^n thcvn. Hiohel and 1,L^ EcG^^rts conouctsd 
most of the croon's busirese at Montreal and the 
evidence • indicates that they did BO v;ith a sharp 
eye to their ovn interests as ^ell ae to tho.vs of 
thoir rcla.tivcs and jntdrcates-

• f!'his celf-intereet WPS undoubtedly why the 
latter years of Kichel's achi.inistr.i' ticn \-fcre scarred 
ly controversy. During the onr,ly 1740 's, for example 5

20. CPA.^, L;G1, AC, B. 107, P* 132,
21. Rexjuete, v'arin-, p. 4-
22. RAPC)., 3,9:^5, 20 ^ovx?pb-r 1748, p. 9*



251*

several co.mplc.ints fcboufc his T^ircw-e -practices, 
s.-rpecially his D:;ethods of purc;U;eir.£ goods locally 
Tor the king's service, reached oy or:<i 'Ifocquart, 

patron, to the French court, 2 3

i?o peculation in the Royal Stores was already an established tradition 

at Montreal vrhsn Varin arrived on the scene. Indeed, Estero observed:
• •

.Te g!f?.vci« qu 1 ;- A-;tttrer?l, le .Gi«ue Kocbert, 
t-.r.T-Jo Jvb #:;}:. in i^r.dant 1)0 ev.inr'es, ?;.voit to^jcurs 
jVit lo oo^'-rce et qu'il j'^i^oit r:.ea ;.e fournir 
d<r. preference >or son asc'ovi :e .'tout ca qui etoit

:jS du Hoi ^4

Given this baok';ro<;T;d. it in jmpo^iblo to believe that a seli-

peculator could h.-ve ••stfcbli^hed a trade society in 1746 

a local Montreal lierchant, I>ei?;o-:.rt^- Befcpins, and tho ^rdo^ 

'i.!! at l.'Iorjtrc-r.l, Ko^t.^l , v;b;ich he «^-en admitted sur'plr^

to the Store 5. and. ba~ve irer.isted the tei'.-.ptai/io.n to garner a
?5 •profit. This conclusion is particularly irrft-sistible in th«

of J&ns.. B^gon's observations about the ccn^tructicn of Verin's
-' 

' '

lodgings: . . ''.,?''/• '

Je ne L.-iis, cher Ails, si je t'ai -iamle que 
M. Varin avoit lou.e la unison de I^:G>. l.'o'ntl.j^y 
r-our sept ans &t qu'il lui dcnne deiix cents livres 
par annee et qu'il y doit i'aire toutes les r^par- 
aticns necessaiies. a ssy depens. ' 13 y a bioirtot 

an qu'il 1'a et il n'y lo^e quo dcpns un inois 
fait .refaire cttte i^sieon du .b;r;ut en bes,

plafonds, cherninc'es, planches, couvcrrture 
tout a neuf, des cheinnrifcos de platre.. partout. 
G'est une nv-iEon magriifique aujourd ! hui* 11 y 
fcit faire u^e galerie avec un fer a ch-yal a 
melt/T- -(•<.-:•-.-• tal; le .ue 20 couvertsv :;'t i out cela 
se paye, a ce era 'on ait les ouvriers, avec' des 
certificats sur les rs:wr^ tions des: i^.:i,pons du 
iioi et Kin? o-slltc.' des i'

DCB. , p« 445> fo^ the relatibKi:h:ips, t:ee above, p* 48,. 
24, CP1.., 3/G18, C8.(5); from BIT-,. - . °, p. 324. I.isrtel also afir..:med this: BN., ? 4 

"Hb 3^3^-j (l}- Observations ;^ur Jos: Profits Pretences 
i';.d'3r:c-r-t faitri p?:r lc. Sccj.etv; I«moi-e» Deer ins, 
et Varin, p. "5- 

25. Ikr-quote, Varin, pp. 7-8.
C>,., 1955, ^ ^ OV eid^.r l?48,'p. 9*
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Bigot v/an justified in asking rhetorically how it v:as
29 possible to contain any charges on t:;uch flimsy grounds,

A measure cf just how complex and difficult of jucgtineni 

the evidence presented to the Uhatclet is that the testimony on

this point #iv'tm by Brlrir-d and Pean in their j'aciutta cerve.D only 

to obscure rather thori clarify, ire;,.rd fe<ied positively having 

had any sb;;re in the society da scribed b> Vur:l n except for the 

year l?5o. When c^'o«&:-t?xvj..ired by the ±S££x>x 1#H*. on ' !;i ~i0

1762, hovever, lie admitted to Living received .money in 17^4 

Pean, ^Ithcagh it may bo that tl'iis c/^ne froin shared interest in 

coasting boats, the J^£r^' 'teur noted:

• (il) ee defend ior.1 clc la -socletc pryor laquello les 
vivres o>it 6te sugmentee du fcenei'ice de 12 pour 
cent et d-;nt V'&rin a fait ea ccclara

Of this tr;-..ru-;,-:ction Pean's ri%_oir_e ol/^er •/«:.• o. that it bad been 

to Br-eard as a gift:

A l**?ard du rieur Bre:>ra il t., d :'c].r:.rc cl-ir.s
qu'il n ! o,voit to-'cho qi;c do.ns une s 

des ;.'OI:,T^S provsrientes de:;; ^.ffaire^ gue le 
'Varin iaiaoit a IAontrcal 5 et que c'etoit ce

Coi...-::issaire qv.i lui avoit un ir..?tin spporte 1' argent
en lui dir-ant que 'c'etoit un. present qu'il lui
faisoit-

Pressing home t}jG -advrntage he argued that if-, lie had only i-emitted 

money to Ererrd on one'- occasion, and if it was a gift, then he can 

not be t^i5d to have car^'ied tack profits on nny regular "ha? vis, as
-. ^ v

Varin alleged," . So, 'is it to !<& iaseujned on the basic of one 'gift 1 

that Varin 'a testimony Is true and. tf.^t P-^n did coerce Varin inio 

this trade corctdns? Why "then, although varin, referring to him::^j.f, 

stated that,

il .•:-FC"ncloit tous le:? R^S a Quebec pour iv.nd.re

29. i-'.0:r.oire, rTari^ois Bigot, ii. 174-177.
30. jVi^T'f.-irc. r.r'.rnrd, p. 17.0.
31* CPA, I-vgj8 G3, 71, p. ?9.
32, BN, 4° l>ii ?.'5326, ^or-oire pour Kich^l--Jt>-'.n--nugu^;j Poan,, 4 cnn J',::e

v^>r'•••''- r -^; ; ..'••--]. f? ^ "P;> -" T^
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les comptes et faire part de la gostion au 
S, Bigot,

did he remit money,

ne 3arv..i;^ luv mn;i;e GU'urio foirj a Biip'-'t en 
1754? 33 ."

If he v?as accounting to 3;^ot for the combine, v/hv did he in all 

of his testira.ony pretend that all oT the negotiations- v^re carried 

out v;ith I-'eVin? Y/hy in his brief did h.e write thai he knei; of 

..Bigot's invoj-Ttefr^Tit only by v/.-vy of Pear; 5 for whet cls;o coal'.- ha 

have meant when he v^rote thst the enterprise ?vac- iiri'ci't^):-ri, 'a la 

solicitation du Sieur Pean et du cort ':^;utin].ent <i»? -ii. L' Intt-nc.r.nb ' ? y "r 

.i"urth€;rinore . Fean effectively qu^stioficd wn«if';,e r it vrae likely that 

a reasoned official like Varin would have accepted ic--si:o'?-B in {;raft 

frorr1. an officer so .•juriior to h -j nisei fi

C f est c^:pendant ce neme iiiji'^ip qui apres 
avoir vieilli dans des eruplois dietiKgues ou 
sa conduite avoit ete exempts de soupcon, nc 
roui;;it pas cie K'ficcuser li.ii-iv.er<,e des plus hon-'. 
teuses manoeuvres, et r^ui iinr>ute au sieur Pean 
de les lui avoir cor.!t-:eili^es. I'-^.ia a qui per- 
5uac.era-t- on que c'e^st uri Jenne Off icier que le 
Sieur -Varin avoit vu dans la plu.-s bacce tnif^rtce, 
et dans un tc:;p£ ou ce Co^issairo etoit deja 
Ccr^Toleur de la lifer ine, que .c'est, dit~on, ce 

• jeune Offic:er qui a. apprris a v;n hc:i::r;;e p.ui-.^i 
exp&rimente 1'art dc;n;:;trfeux de cor^ettre den 
prevaric^ticnK? C-'uelle imputation ridicule et 
a'fajrurde? Un honiroe oc eet ggci gr^i dit kvoir pris. 
avGc tant de cor.iplaiGPL.c'-e des lecons en rr;atiere 
de ."'ir.u^-r.-s ne cr.'-.int-il pas de T'a;vssr jui-rnerr.e

J- -• "5" •""

pour 8vo;r ete fort capable d'un do^nc-r?-'^

Pean admitted that b.e did have trade interests in conimon with 

Yarin but ar/p'v-d th^t it was Varin v/ho L>?;id invited him to take a 

share and that?

lor t- que lo sieur Varin proposa KM EJevr Fean 
de f-- '.?-;. i,;-:ocier avcc lui, 11 r^ fut point cucirt 
d'^?r; r^rrises ou le Roi fvt inte^v^se,

33- ^
J:';. Reque'te, Varin, p. 0,



235.

He ar-ucd that he was away in the ^;/J5-^-ll:IL/Zi^ for rllost ° j' 

and so, tven if it v;ac possible to believe that this experienced 

businessman would have permitted a gret:n officer to take charge of 

his affairs, F/an was in no position to h.?vp done so. 3ut it van 

••not .the £oc\!£t.£ tie fieri b^d- -by Varin In wh^oh Pean had a r-hare but 

rather in the transport of foodstuffs in association vrith Vsrln and 

filet. He poured scorn on the idea that Variri would have eou^ht his 

advice on -the .percentage return permitted en transactions for i-. 

Koyal otcr^s ;^nd coficlu'led by

II fciut I'.^vouer; 3.e i^eiren;, le pl^rj favor­ 
able qu'on puitise porter C& ^-rnbjabJ^s ;uiir.-v..-i:ations>, 
c'est ou'-.-llh-s partcnt.^d'uno teto ^ 
une jon^ue captivi te^ *'°

Inhat io to co Kade of such a v/eller of r.o.nflicti5.:g and. i 

testimonies? Bi^ot catc^oricr\lly denied r.:.r-y knowledge of the Ov;/bi 

Pean denied a direct personal participation although be ^dfnitted 

having had Eon-e shared interests with Yarin and hiiited that he later 

learned that the ^ :̂ S'-^1^.^L^^^^[^ "0 d been involved in soir.e 

dubious busineciv. Sr^^rd received a single ^li't 1 "out had no know­ 

ledge of itB scarc€. It. v^as co^iijoii kr:c-led^?; in the colony that not 

only Vrr:.n but also his predececsors br,d profited illicitly in the 

provisionir.g of -the ^.g.Rin. Varin r&.z at pn.ir«s to thro^ all of th'5 

responsibility onto Bigot's shoulders T, but Fas iricapable of producing
*

&;,y t--viUev.ee vhat-sc-evr-r to &ubstar; tia te his .case, IB it possible 

that the connection tvith Bi^ot, Fean and Broard was only a fi^ 

of Varin 's ir^rihatir-n? Bj.^ot's M:i;olre_ alle^d thn/c >?e hr.d en 

obvious motive w-nd that he r:i,f-}it ever- }:ave beer: 

prosecutor to trump -up the story:

Le .sJ€ur_ Varin n'a p^s }lus j^rt^r*' que les; 
Accuser a^-.reo les dif.to rentes interr;el- 

ii qu'cn l.ci.r a f.--;itc.55, sur le cnrr; ptc du

26. Tbid.,. pp- ;-o8, 271.



Sieur Bigot, qu'il etoit lo j/.-^nd objet du Proems; 
colui qu'on ^oupcoiuioit le pl,-^ 5 ot qu'on detdroit 
P-Vuo . specie! It-i.ient -d 1 e^ener a .conviction. Tous- 
OiX preetiue tous, sont •pari-.i o de ce point de rue, 
pour luJ. faire partager les fftits qu'on leur iir.~ 
pute S. chaeuYi £n particulier, corrptant, yans 
doxite, meritor po.r-lci. ou fav^ivr on. ttlsericor-k:1 !

flattes d ! oLterJ..-r des lrttre.j:: de ,:;racc:Gj et qui 
aient c.:-u «'en is^nure ,d ? faytant plus di^mcus, qiKj 
ieur-a-declarations, cc^tx-e lo Sieur higot, seroient 
pic.s cliar^^s? S'il'en «st cni.:: lque}->-ui'js. cant? ce 
G>B, 3.e L"'.ie-ar Varin a pluB de titrys qu-'uii aiitre

'I I <^' "S"l t • ~ ^''""'' "i •" - . '«^ ' -^ <'^ » > * •!-) i'~. ') 'i O C1 • ;.". " '^7'- i " <,'*£> '^'- £* v"i ™?"'i-'. ". v ^> "^"
JLX-^ .li *-«, I..1 ..;. O -i. C- i i <•• vft/U.i. U. U </,<' t> .'..'.. ix.O'^;... » fcii ,'. t^j v.;' L-

• -. - .--, •-* * , '" ,. ~- , r'

cc-ri si deration. bien suffi saute pour les c.<-'te-rndri 
a eriployer cette resaourco,^'

At r/A-'i-rt the evidence's.gairjGt Bigot i^ inconclusive. In so e^a.'Ll 

arid gOKco.py a &ociety as G.-?.euec in "17 >0, \/horc Varin's fraud o w«ro 

the ^ij^ctance of general co^nsnt it is inconceivable that Bigot 

•ignored v;hat was taking place in iv'oL'tr^al, just as his. pre.dece5:HO?.% 

P.ccquart, v;as inforiiied of the activities of Varin's predecessor. 

There wouJd, however, appear to be little?, better grounds r.oi' COIJL,IO«- 

ing Bi£-ot of having participated than to infer tbi"'t Kocquarb, Liorely 

because he protected Michel, r.ust therefore have profited too. No 

doubt "both Id^;ot and Hooqtart were derelict in their duty, having 

foiled to put a stop to the corruption in Montreal but even the court 

recognised that thei's v;as insufficient evidence to convict Bigot on 

this charge.

. Even th?:u;;;h Bigot was not fou^d g-ailty of collaborating on the 

Montreal supplies it rill be u,i:ofnl' to e.Tar;-ino "Varin'e case even 

more closely because he ero.plc.yevi many of the- arg^rerits used by Bigct 

relative to the Gradis undsr-'Eking, Having testified to the existence 

of the Montreal society., Varin v:as determined to prove that there

37* Menioire, Francois Bigot, ii. Ip8~
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' ĉj i —
 '

u
.

O '•ij
 •

3 p
.

!T-
V

^r
j (_^ ,j. '~
*3 •-^ _
 !

C
J

J
-f

- ^y" CD i-i
j

P 0 c-
h S- cf
-

^3
*

•^ M
 

'
CD C3 i —

 '
.;•

>
! -

^
'r
-'
'

•"•
J CD H
j

O 4 '*-', i'-' H
-

O D
-

cH ;-
^

C"'.
> r1^ a. h

"
^ H
-

P I

c»
 n

.'
d 

r-
:-

' 
J^

;

Iv
' 

CC
-

(5 4
 

M
0

 
,-

a
 

r 
'

V
 .

K!
~ 

*

C'C
 C

;

p p o PJ
 

o CO (~- 3 H M
-

O £y
*

H
-

'".-
'! ''.,
;• fw j, —

 f
JQ < O H

-
CD '.^

J

£
j

C
.!

.
'"
I

f.T c+
-

(--
'•

.'~
l

;T
)

v> P
J

C *••*
:

H
-

}i5 -j b u> Ct
) d
-

p.1
1

r-
"" c^
-

'• 
j ;f> OJ \* K

-J a- t —
 '

CD *~
*3 0 a c
f

,O •.
""

'

IT

!T
"

•'y cr
1

H
-

c
f

^ i O O o o 13 4 CD
% 

O C'O vr T: V
^

!-*
-

!—
 -•

M
-

ct
-

H
-

4 ro j5
«

A O l-
ll ^ (.J
. o t.J
.

<T5 4 Cf
l

P
J CD

H-
*

£
j

3 H
-

<} CD 4 CO *1» ^Q d CD .^) *p e tD d ,-.~ CO C
 '

O
s,

C
T <0 4 B u
.

';.', '.t/ J3 c> JB JO 1 —
 »

;-
-j

,>?
• •^
t

r~t
i 

o
 ,

P
 

j^
J
.
i 

F —
—

 1

;a 
o CD

M C&
 

:D
:o 

ct-
o
 P

J
0

 
^

O
 

'r-
 »

*3 
r^-

'
!•

•'• f£
 

f
t

ca 
co

s*«
 

v/.-4
-

p.,
 <

j
CD

 
CD

L. 
* 
-

f'-
^'C

D

|.-
i 

j_
j

r'' CO
 

H
1

jX"
 

}-.
'.

C"
< 

?".-
J

6
 

d; t ^
r/i 

;4-
-o

 
c 

>
C'

.

a
p-

 d
o

C:
..-:-

 
o

q 
^

f.
-*

 
*- 

: 
,~

 .' 
C- 

^

C
T

 
"> H d cs

"
 

ji>
•3 

c:
^ 

-^>
CO

 
'•- —

 '
1—

 J
.0

 
(D

P
 

M
H

-

t"
5
 

i 
v'

P
 

d
' j
 

O
c 

p
1 

v.'
 

• 
"J

;•-
' 

'T)
-^ 

!3
£

 
'"'

"

b
 

^:
cf

- 
P O

"•
r-

> 
(^

i

H
J 

7~
-

f
j 

'",~

W
 

°-
' 4

"•;
 

o
v-j

 
CO

.V
 

•>
^-

J fi. «
 

£
'

* 
. 

.—
 •»

CO
 

»
C

1*"
H

-
I —

 ' 
f—

 '
— ?-"
• 

1"*
i

rT
' c- 

P
p * 

o C5

rj
 

| _
 i 

^j
.

j-*
- 

-»
 C

"i
:.
\ 

-T
 u

 
;J

L
..

J 
'-
 

"
)

H-
 ";

v 
^:^

_--
(', 

*—
v 

''r
\ 

c
v
 

• 
j 

ii
'

fi>
* 

PJ
 
4

»
P>

 
;—

 '
o 

fl> 
•:•

-
 

CO
CO

 
co

n 
r:

 '"•
«•,

c-v
 •

:>"
 •

:••;
M

 o
 

;'t,-
>

- 
^ 

'j
CL*

 
i-.'

» 
(T>

^H
 

oo 
fc;

4 
* 

o
G

 
i —

 '
•—

 < 
, _

 i.
O

 . 
f—

' 
-*

H
- 

1.
 

H
-

» 
'3 

V;:
•I.;

 
"^

(I;
 

-'^
 

p
.

D 
b: 

d
c
f 

H
-

,.
;.

 
/TV

-,
;T>

 
p;

 
r,,

C
> 

v^
.1 

v- 
-

S —
 ' 

•-"
!

i 
t 

"*.
 

/"(^
I 

\ /
 

j i-^
v-

 
C

' 
^3

O
 

<-"
:- 

^
i-
4

- 
"

!
?--

• 
to 

;>
«r

 
-fv

 
J3

j..
j. 

-;
 

,-|
-

<r)" 
rr 

".,

t—
 ̂
 

>
~

" 
V

.
r—

 i 
>—

> 
fD

 
3
 

H
-:

''.'
 

O
' 

;"7
*-

.' 
"^

 
„ 

*-
*'

Co 
r.

,-
- 

v-
r1

P
J 

'•"
. !_">
 

i ̂
 '

.-
*-

 
.T

1 
:.
t 

D
J 

'-
.A

;-;"
 

c->
- 

cf
 ^

 
c^-

£3
 

J;
Y 

jj?
. 

^'
 

O
ci

' 
?•

• 
'^

- 
H

J 
CO

 
H

-

rc 
H-

 
t —

 '
".

' 
'"'

• 
c
'"
 

f^
 

'r
' 

p
1

"j
 

'"'
"*

 
r-

- 
't~

J 
f"

 
3

;r
 

'? 
-r. 

c 
CD

c-<
 

c.
 

-.-:• 
ft

P
 

H
- 

'f
t

c: 
.-;-

 
f—

 •
:•? 

•".
'•:) 

'rr
 

-"
 

;r-
»c

»-
 

d
c'

r 
lr

J 
&

 
•'"

< 
CD

 
4

:-i 
*-;

 
-y

 
>_

•••
•••

 
o

• 
H

- 
H

« 
c
v
 

O
o

 
cr.' 

p 
> J

- U
D

• 
• 

f^V
 

^-
 

-T
."

r
 "

 
\u

/ 
*
•
 

"
\'
 
\

H
- 

i
 

•-
- 

H
- 

C
3 

,^ 
..-i

- 
PJ

 :
--•

 c
.

^
 

\~>
 

;r,
 

CD
 

r'
O

 
^
-i
 

>^
5 

'"
' 

C'
.<

>-: 
:^ 

-?o
 

co 
;5

t'*
 

.—.
• 

! —
 ' 

i'
; 

ct
~

••-"< 
c 

' 
r~

 
.'-1

1
tT;

 
h;

 
ri
 

U
J 

C
<-

t- 
;?

 
re.

 
it
 

s
 

H
.

f_
'. 

•-.
;, 

01
 

H
i

O
 

1--
-' 

C
j 

<
 

>-<
•

r- 
?-'•

 
>-••

 
P-

 o
 

6
r^ 

c 
!-••

 4
*5 

P
 

i"?
 

O
 

c-u
'-
N

 
j-
J
 

' 
,-

'
J

5
 

t-
-:! 

O
 

':"
' 

M
 

h-
J

i—
1 

M
j 

(D
 

p
PJ

 
0

 
3
 f

 
i'l^

"5
"' 

^'
b

 
t.V

* 
v-

J 
C

O
 

!-
'• 

O
 

jS
 

^5
Q

 
*'.

 
W

 
^

<••
*• 

•*''
 

£>
O

 
H

 
M

- 
:"

~
 

to 
o,

 
a 

h-
o 

2 
c^

P
 

O
 

. 
O

'3
 

-J
 

O
f>

' 
-3

 
0)

•CD
 

£?
t5

 
3
 

c^
-

C
 

c*
- 

Q
0

' 
CI

tj iy;
 

6
'* 

f- >—
 •

o 
b

i—
. ri
 

'•:
?

<"'
. 

!"4
4
 

'^
*^ •

 
~ '

i
*•

 
• l H

-
2 *+

•
H r
^

;T
u

C
D cr" pj cr ;"^ •"' 0 K~
3 CD j3 0 O 5^ !--
j !-' ",'

O ;D PJ -<
-

>-»
-• cn B v-t- 0 p
> o '.^ o •M <_
>,

-"1 c: >t) *"? ?• U> V
-'- rJ
-

H
-

£3

s? O ,r r- '.*
'

4 1 —
 i

~^
j

O M «j> S; *5
*

M
.

.O t-
'J

J3
^

ct> 4 **"'
\ c5 pL
>

y O c
-t

- o ,3 1— ^•c
j

•—
i

>-J
«

.'•
;, Ct
'

J;3 CR (t
1

P
-

O 0 V"
-' o j.J
.

?•
'

rj O H
-j

M
-

\--~
-

~£ ;-
J

CT

ir
f

O
J

^t) '** 
^ B £T
"

H
-

CO PJ fD i-t
i

if'1 J5 O o 0
*

^4 b H
*

r^ 0
*

fj^ trt
- !iy* ^, 4 P *•'•? i^-* 1 _
_

 !

^
} C
o

(..
j. r* t"
i" w o M
j

•"•
"»

> "
!

''•_
,

.^ '. C"
>* j _
 i

O
N

•^ P p
j

*!
• 

?
"

. 
ta S* 0 H

-

i.
j.

^~~
. c^ i-J
.

I^
J

• —
 '

H
-

O M
«

c
f

H
-

3 M
*

«r
r

C'
i 0 ti . 4 pi c-f
-

H
-

C 3 • t"
^

h*
* x- CC
'

'."l £) ^ p- >3 ^•
i O i-
,

C
~

^

* V CD (V. Ci r-
'

CO a. v.
(D

CD
O

-4 *



08.

in v/holoeaie tir.d-j to the r'rtr.ch nobility, ^^ no h to 

F.c;:7chion operation:: in the- colonies involving the H^rvants of the
/

Grown .in conflicts of interest, "Certain -as this nagst be, however, 

11:0 universal resort to; this argument by rhn Canadian officials 

fcust indicate that they balle^ed thtr. solves to be justified by it. 

At the very leaj-it, it indicatec v;h:,t a rjovol busir^-ss . th& prosecution 

of colonial off lei'. lo for finun v^i-:, rince they would har-i-ly hav-s 

*;e.six-?d so iu;;ch i'hk had they l-.ec/n cor/vine* -a ."by precedent ihar their 

argument v^ould bo Jis.ai&e^d by the court. This is but ono inch ?"<••>. tion 

that tiie fcrit.l was rn effort to inposfe r\e\? etar.dw.rcic. of conduct 

L-rc-n colonial ^friciols by convicting; a c-^up of thorc io:r tl.-onr 

aclioan ard y « tuch srackc of retT'cv-activo justice-.

Besides a theoretical id/^ht to ^ng-ige in conn;err-', Variri 

ti:at circumstances n;ade it absolutely unavoidable that colonial 

officials should r-o do:

i.'ais il y ^ que^qve choae.de plus .fort; 
cue I 1 on peut dire quo le dro'it que lo cupij 
a eu de fair« est v.ne conveution. Let: cinq pre­ 
mieres anneec qu j il a habite le Cai^da en ira.-i3i.te 
d^crivain pilncipal et de Contro^iTir, il n f a. eu 
^ize IpCO 3,(ivresj d'appointsr-tnt par an; 1(- s neuis 
ann'ec suivantes qu'il a ete con;?nisaaire fct con- 
Ucleur a Quebec il n'a eu que ItOO (litres) | 
cnfin les neut dernieres aanaos, c^u'll a ete 
Coi:;r:iseaire tant a Th.iebr:C qu'a I.;;ont:coal ? il n j a 
eu gue 2400 (livres)'. Cepend^n-t en cstte der~ 
r.ioro cualito, il etoit obli'^J par decence, et

fo::.;:c h<--'aiieur a sa plar.o, d' avoir uri^ lable 
pour t->u8 les officiora qu.i desc^ndoient 

dea pays d'en baut, soit poui' aller a Quch«io f 
co it pour se rendro n. une autre de-stination, '•>-•:. • .:'• '

Ceuji qui connoif-sent 3^ Canada, et c-ombion 
il y fait cher vivre, surtout eu temps de guerre 
sor:t c-n etat d 'attestor cue ces dcruiers appoi'ate- 
nients :.".uf Cifioient a p.-:ine pour -vet ii et '.onrir 
un domes tique. S'ils n'orst pas ete -plus forts, 
C'est que la permj s&ion de fa ire le con^ree ot 
le gn~In qui en r,'.oultoit etoit r<:^n?cle p^r j.o

rneKioat coi^^e un supplts^nt qui, en rsr.plis-
ces vues du cote du ct::;"eroe le 

a-r; la cieperu.e qi;e ca pl-^.ce rendoit

40, Fecjuete, Varin, p. 6,



'The inadequacy of official salaries is undeniable. Whether 

thi»v sanctioned officials .to ind^l^ in trade with ihe Cro\;n , thus
•.

involving themselves in conflict of interest, or Aether it 

permitted only a modest volune of private trade, Varin declined to

Ui jot's ^arolre, however, nut the question directly 

on to detail its tiL.-.ot.t universal practices

Co/oni'2s. ne ?: 'od-ounistrerit point 
Provinces, . ,
Le . Co:.::-;;*res one tout le F.orxk; .?'.:, it dans 1- J (VOon.U- ? 
lout le <;: ;-,<r)de If- i'/r:.it ^vec- j.o Roi..«ies chefs ??:;::«- 
r.eV.es ont cetto liberte... 
II ert oi^n neeessaire en effr-t <k> leur pev;,ettro
•de vendro au Eoi et d'achc-ter dc-- l\ii; car c'cst le
r:oi qui fait ley pJus t:;r?aidcR c-.r-'iiyOM-
l^f? Coloniv's; et par coriseq-jerit o'e^t vi3-?i-
do lui \>: .i7;c.ipal<r.i; ;cnt qu'on, r^ut fa ire un coi.o.erce
d'une c^rteino riirr.crtance, . .

An s-.'.irplus. cet'uyage de.s Einplcvye^ au service
*-jt des ChoiV do f ;.-... ir c? io Co • .uierce t;;voc l<i i'rd est

ancien que lee ColouicJ:;, et il a etc; de tout 
a la con-joif^vance aes M.irastres. Ouand le 

Sieur Bigot passa a Louiobcvr^ en 1739* e^ qual-ite 
oe Co^;nif?Kai:':e/-Ordonnateur, il treuva c; ue le Con- 
trolleur de ],x L'wrine, le Gavde-I^.;gov^.in et tous les ' 
autrer-: offici-.rs avdierit des Eati-sne eti j:; er^ tout 
o:r/r.-r ten-en t »on.s Icurs no;r:y, et quails avoitait la 
preference de vondre leurt? i.fei-cha;.:cl:l.ses au ,Roi«

En 174^» al trouva en GanntJa., que le Oa-u.&- 
t:a.r-;.-;sin des j.;;. f-i^-ld vit.rcs etoit ch.a.r^-5 de la 
fourniture des Vivres pour He KCrrvi-f:;? et ctl 
Etablisse^^nt 8ubr;5stojt de p-ere en i'ils d^n.s sa 
fri-.ille, d^p-Qis HO ana*

Le Garde -i--a£,a fin de ^Oi) trial e.voit la memo 
fourniture dans le GoTivernc-jn^nt ai;quel il etoit 
attache et il l f a ccnseive pendant un £r£.nd nombro

do
et il -j.v-covf.-it noraoro d-:: !\;nvire;:- en co;i,:d.S8ion, 
L'?: ,i :'r-i se fourraBsoit dens ces ITHvireS; et rcSiiie 
d^'HG le "^'a^-in (; e <•'£ porticulior,

L'li'criVtiin priri'"ip-\I qi;.:; y J.V:.Lroit lea fonc- 
tions de Controlleur de la Marine, foyrr.ir-ciori t 
fciri iv-:.s pour le fjerv^ce depuis pl-uci^uro '..r^ees. 
II les svoit fov.'.rnies poridc. at "Mien long-tems au-

.et alors il etoit Oarde-]:^.-a;iin de Quebec, 
les officiers de

faisoient ].e Co.n';,a;fi?-ce, tr.uit do j. ' :Ui 
1 ' e:,. i -iA/iv. ur c:e - la ('o..! onie .

Le Ministry er^ etoit info?::(!;e, ot il ne pr-uvoit 
ne J.AS l ! elj.e. J-T^n-seulerr^rjit la "otoriol/' It- l.>j.i 
av';>rer.oit; rr.r--.i3 il avco'.t envoy^ on 1740, an co:Mni::;- 

saire de pxendie la cor:in.oisi;;:; ric«^ la plus exact dn
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tout ce Conferee et il ne I'a pan
puisqu'il 1,0 I'a p-s bi/pcche.41

V.hether: the iLinieter can be said to have approved of the

n:^ in the colonies because he did rot put a

stop to the;.'i in doubtful/ Tt is more likely that i'triud vr.,3 .so wi 

8prpH<.i that he felt himself impotent to t;;.ko -fiV-tive rr.easures 

against it. K^rtho^ore, he could not end it •without rrJsing 

official .salarJ.es but ho could not rait'e official .<• fierier, a;; long 

as the .i?io.i-;Ch' Crov.7) v.as plt^-utd with finr^cial dif J'ir:»iiti^s, o'nd 

or.o of thf? pri.-L^y.y reasons i'or the Crovm's difficulties ise/s the- 

ehcokin.H1 ^e.';r-;e of pcculatr'cn in o.ll brancLoa of ^ 

j:'ve.ri r^ic^t, ho'-ftvt-r, did nut /.jo KG frrr a,5 to claim tju?t. there 

r-ver bcori official peivulssion to off io-rrs to traffic in the 

Although t'. fisted to p.iiit tho needs of his irrifdijit^ ar^nr^n 

clc-se to e~v eking the fund>,senta.l axioirj upon which /;:.^i
.'••i.

lev-; hung "when }'O wrote:

Ce n'est pan <-]i/.o 1'cn prot(-nde que l'--:s Kinistres
^aiG -iccl^r-5 ouv*ertur:;eut que le Roi i/v/ou- 

voit bon qu- lea personnes attych^ts a son sei-vice 
fisscnt le Cc,r:iriG -co avec iui»..La cr^,ir;te (..ju'cu

oit d'une peru-i:>3ion a.utht ntiq^e ler: h. tcu- 
f:..r.i poch'i do lei cir-nner* j-,';.;i'j cl. ( i3n rr-.Lty-.o cot-% 
vrn ont ^-'T^-i* proi;once la dofe^::e, par une 

Loi publique; pt/rce qu'ils <;nt -toujour^ voulu ou 1 
on put presunvfrT la defense, en roerne ter-,3 qu'ils 
toleroient 1' operation, rower -^nt a a 

sc-; p • ^J;;:.-^e ,-irn; cas cij ils

John Bother put the argu:;;ei*t jrore sclentil'icr.-.lly -:b.en he a 

that:

To «ay that pifrhteenth-ceiiiuiy cthio--; for 
officials v^re dii'ierent or Ivrs strict than our? ovm 
is not to- so.;/ that there were no ;-;•:- ndnrds of con­ 
duct,.. 5-,or.e rr-o.M v:e:o«.-.' indicted lor their activities

41* T'ennii'e, Francois .B5.,vot, ii. 4^ 9""] ^
ncois hd^ot, ii. 1-6-1'f.
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and others ?:ere not. There is no ein:ple c..^-..— 
. for this. ratrona,-;o and family connections v.-oir)-' 
heavily in the decision of a i.^n'F? fate; so did 
ruecess and ia.ihu.re in the post or colony x-here he 
worked; but the excision wa?j ultimately r;r,.ds in 
tne subtle proce-.--£efj of the paternal inoi/archy not 
bound by the rule of lav*?, not bainpvred by parlr'.a- 
nientary scrutiny, not re spent: iolo to any pcvrc-r 
outside itself except God, bub incline'..! to satisfy 
public opinion ?nid p,;-.orful j'rcticns, to KC-^C, extent 
in the interests of f.ood f-,uve.i;.-;>..-:?-,t and political

Ar be statod

any .^t^Oviiit oi' the ei r :ht^ent?/. cei.( tu.ry ^ho has 
ad:::ir.ltiT.rative ir^.tiiutiona erirra^j 
.s; -:i-.-..t officials it; that t,^ vf,re

nearly all cprru.pt. 44

Corruption v^afc: esf-u^ed end ;;:eaci.;ic ?; u^a) ly . t.&V:en a^inst it orij.y 

when motivated by other considerations 9

It apper.y-s that the Oro^n h?d failed to ler^lsl^te effectively 

•i-^eii:Gt corruption because it sav; no alternative to the entrenched 

system and even en, joyed a certain ndv^ni^.ge in being able to 

prosecute any of its officials at an;/ t.ano. Bobber .-.r^'-.-^d that the 

appointment of a C}io^bre c^ J^FJ.!^, particularly after a war: .

to .review the profits and tu :.^.r.oss li"-->.-.-3 of ';..ll 
those v.'ho had ^r-ovvn. rich, in gcv^-.-cnment finances 
and supply,

\-as a tine hcnou?:-ed practice/ It:

served the political purposes of catisf;yin,q- 
: public he. trad .of :.:.uch profitcii.vn or of fcerio'r.g . 

j-i«l ci an i:vv"anted but v/ell-eeta-blish^d hi.hier 
official and his .supporters,

.Dincfi, 'the tii--.es vere ripe for another nftcr the Sev^n Ynsrs V,'ar' t
, ^ 

hut because, 'by then the royal firar:ciei-8 v/ere too strong and the

Crown too ^/o.k* , the Canadian officials Tvc-re tried ir, sited. . 'Thin 

practice*, ic-^her added:

43. The 'French Or:>.T; ! e Kot.iv?;s >-M, pp^ 10-11,
44... Ihid., -p. 6.
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v;as probably universal :u ^crly modern Europe, 
one of the.- inform! in^ti tut ion n of' absolute 

'..anarchy,, perhaps of all' fculborltarjan regimes 
in all times .45

;i';andeh 'took the arguiiu.at one step farther* He 5:,a.ir> tanned that a 

coru'usion c-T -p.c-j.vat.-i an<j public. -interest v:s.s not merely incidental 

to runa.rchioal governi..e/it but ax i or w tic plven the identification 

of ii.dividv^a office holders 'with their office;, iaoct' cbv.-iosfj in the 

Cro*,n :ivc^l:C 0 ^° In f, yypteiu vrboro office was prco*-rty thtre cot.'1. Id 

bo no thought of Bureaucratic discipline, the only pro at cuttle 

crime 'bein^ a breach of tvust. 3a:r^ enough slmost to be labelled 

"Vv-abon- ^o, Iho ^ti^^^^u^C^iri^da lies in line vrith a lo'.'{: trdditio>j 

of a-r.'bi-lri^ry court proc^eciiiiga and althuugh the condemned officisls 

rr/'ght convpla.in that they were punished for actions that ^exe cefmi:nrily 

cci-'itnitted, it can not bo maintained in this sense that the proev^d.Jngs 

launched e^ainst them ware unp.T-eceden.ted.

Yarin's de-fence v;as not, horever, exharmtad. by the argiiK'.^yt that 

colonial officials rere permitted to ence^o in tra^k; wj.th the Crcrru 

Since, ot tho very least, colonial ur./;.ge se^:^ed to junction this 

activity, it t?ns 8G Bigrt*s n^£icdre. P^i^^6 ^- out, only tne R v::?.r,e of 

thiw privilege v;hich cculd be deemed to be criminal * Only if the 

.:-'.,s£ociates h.?d used their position to ini'late artificially the price 

•ol rood.?} sola to th«.? C.r.-Ci..-n could they be le^itin^teJy oo/ivicled of 

::«alv«r. nation* i'ut, arr;-;ed Varin, nothing could be less v:e 11 founded 

than the application of French cotrjr.erciel values to C^r;:,dian coEi?r>c-rce ;
'

a 1^ ftt?rvf3nt des fo'/n.'iturfs -Jl n f <-;st 
pos zvise-de pcrier rn ju^sr/r.-nt certain sur cet 
o'ojet. Le coL.r,;'erce <ln Con^da a 'des principes et 

usages tota"U.;w-nt differeriG et .opposes c.u

La c.irco;^,t-;,r.cQ, le danfi-^r oue 1'on oo^rit,

45. Ibid., p. 14-
46 a * Politics, latrona^ and tho l>i;perial T:v. v^rnst, p s $0,
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la rarete ou I'^b'-.ri.dance augn.enle ru diwinu^ le 
"benefice cj.o co premier coheres. I<" f-.«: -cond &.u 
eontraire, a un tr<rif tie cor.vontion nui varie rare- 
rrient, parceque les denies et 
sans risque -dans le i^a^zin du uoi

Given those co>;siccratjonr^ he ar££eO that there was no tiling out of 

line about a is:ark-ixp of tr/pi'ty-five peroont i?.nd so Lo vns not ^-a 

of r.-ny f;;aud:

j.l est certain et I ! O;-L rr.tt en fsit qu'il n'y 
a ri pt;-:t.ic-jlioro, ni jrf.:;...;.ci&-nt€.3 a fvmtreal , 
qui eusf-erit fov-.rrr^ ces vivre^'. T: iin 'b^nei'ica do 
vln.v-t cinq j>o;;r

>-^at, as the court learned, there v.cre ir-.ore ways of

iliegitiniate profit than by 'assigning' «>) exorbitant &ia.yk>i..r<j lo /^

In tesiincny giveri to the ^li^?2il^H^ on ^:-e -4 ^F r^--? ^.YijJi 

Vi^rin declared that total i^roi'its on th* j^'£t^t£j%:;^^}-Xi;£.,f}:;l 

Montreal for the period 1753-1758 ^oui-ted. to 702,000 IVVTHS of ?;lic 1- 

his share was 210,000 ^i}|3E§« ^e ^Iso declared having obtained

from a fictional receipt of flour and lard allegedly

author:! r;.t.d by .Pean aivd co ir;ci.lrectj.y tj Bi/;;ot and chnrg^d to the 

account of the ^:^sin of Montreal, Blfrot, r-':-.:i end ;v/;rtel were 

each said to h--sve r-'-eooived a like s-u;.n. Goods purchased in par trie r- 

8hip vith Plc;n and Bigot frc:a Estebe aiid La Male tic in 1736 v?ere 

said to havrj netted a profit of 9^0,000 IJ/vr^ for the associates, 

Varin statL^ th^t the rr.rk-'up gi-yv.:^ to Ei't^ta ond I,:-. /^? let :".•-.•. '?<:.. u 

ni.nety-five percent a-ao that these goods •-•.•« re placed in t;*e I.':o)itrbal

rt have been ch^r^id on top of the

700,000 li?2'-?J5. T^-<- ^ t5le Quobec rr-ercliants OT- eleo the profit^ 

could novc-'.r hav^? approached ^'•""^j^OO Jp-J-^-'i'lv ^e ^l- r> nonfcs^ed to 

having -[.rofittd in 'partnei-;;,hip w:;.th 1'artsl on tiv: supply of porcelain 

for Indian ixre'-cntc in the ;;u'u of >(),000 or 40,000 j^vrt^* He adr.it teti

47, n<-;quetp, Varin, p* 7- 
,. Varin, p. 0«



£ h<id a share in tiie goods supplied by Graciis to J.-tWj in 

*.;lso to have facilitated the introduction of goods into the 

which were carried by the p.Iup.thft _^ALlLZ^££ but in

neither his tt c tiiTiony nor bis. brief did ho specify the profit he
»

r^ce5.ved frc^ the Gradis tOup^c-nt and he persisted that he had no 

curiicr. in the j^nl^Jj^or. '^rlard, hov.vv^r, j;;aintained that Yarin

bud a ^no-third ghars in the? boat in conjunction wit a hi»:t>?lf and
/I Q"' FJnslly, l.c fs;L.iit-;.^d ht-var^ j'-€cetv-_d 9,000 .li^rej. -for

part in th^i C2av<.-;:;ie .entei-pi'it.e» :.;.'he ;:^- ••^<^',to":£ iiovpc^wd thcit
/"l^ot }ic.u cheated Lim,"' Other m:,bjects cf malfeasance incrudeu a

combine cc-nsi,c;trri,^ of fert^l, d'Autcrive, r^il^ot, rx-^^rd, ^^d rean 

wrJ.ch Vnrin nnintained h^.d profited on t]^ transport of goods IB to 

the Fay ̂  d, ^_e T_I_ Hc-iit » fertel's brief fctat^d that froir- the opvvation 

vhich took plwce between 1755 a^d ^757? the associatt;G netted 

430,000 jj^rgai* Besides his interest, in the ^ii^_Vf_ctor, Varin

invested, in company rith i-reard and Es.-V.ebe, in a ?,lrip callf.-.d 

T-'' e ^:^2±J:l9^®Ji. w' ] ich was dispatched to l-'rs^ct; in October 1754 and 

brought t?.ck to Baye \ro:rte a shipment of .lard* He declared that ho

given 2%000 3.i.yiv.v. for his frhare* ?-re^rd, hov/ever, TTI-- i
•

that V^dn had .a thr^e-fifth interest in the voyfe^e, having tah^n
CO

over Bigot's two-fifth and Pean's one-fifth share in the ship*^"

AcvOTdir.iC; to Varin's -r:'.ef, how^-^.-rs Bueard l^risted (it ::.;-.; st hu.\e 

bnen in unreccvclcd ciOG c;-cxaini nation) that he gave Vsrin nothing 

for the lai-d a.nd paid him only 2^700 A^Lh-r. ^hich v;as hi^ c}isre in 

the body of the boat, ICsttbe, it v:as .saj.d, denied receiving a^y 

Ft all on the enterprise, Th<5 reina.ining- sections of the brief d

efuoiie, Breard, p. 93* 
50. CPA., Fi>18 GI8, LX, 71, p 
?!. Ell, 4° Fifl 34351(10), I^

Garde -;-:ag'x.oin du Koi a, T- v^ 
52. Kwcire, Breard. p. 95*

re pcur le 3i*?-ur fertol. . ,ci-do:va?it 
pp. 35-5^ •
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marginal charge f? concerning tobacco, flour, and canoes as vrell 

a reference to the division of the surplus on the accounts of 

the -Montreal Hii£££in of 1756 v»hich Jtart.el derded sharing with 

Varin. 55

Naturally, all of the charts vere explained ^v;ay in cr;e fashion 

or another or else blamed cm someone else. Indeed, it Fan extj.e;;:--ly 

difficult fo\- the court, nit.ting in another country so-;.et jr.^r: a 

decade or n;o->:e f.fter the f/iet, havjn~ lost access to ^o-st of !he 

relevant docuD-ents oirviiv; to tho concert, to establish vntquivocrJ j.y 

ar^y of the ch-iir^t:* In nptit cr.s^fi all it had to go ux-c^n ^-i.o the
v

quixotic testiru)-av of the accused t,b.t:--.^.f.lvfi?8, v/b,o V;RT« .':.--:.; kriO-r lftcg-- 

.able in the subject matte/- ss the court V:ap ignorant. 'They • had 

every reason, it v;ouli appear, not to tell trie truth or .at a.ny rato 

the full truth, and in questions where i-bey contradicted one another 

it was usually only a car;e of one man 1 a v,-ord against another, Inceed, 

in nost inst^-:ces, as Varin a.r^od le^rrding the s:ooio te de_ vivre? 9 

about the -only conclusion the court v;ae justiried in rea.c)iln^ was 

thc'?t had .Ihe ^ccrv-'cid wished to d^frai^I the Crov r n, they ^ere in the 

position to br-:\e so done:

S'il n j ^,\roit pas ete intf'rfisf:.^ clans cetta cntre™ 
prise 1'on no pourroil; certs.in^u:snt lui i-ien <iire 
de les avoir 1'oit p-iyer le pr5.iv qu'elle 1'ont ete
T.---.ra£-q.iie 3o:; djr-cir t,^ bor,x>it a 

prix de I. v

But even tho^^h the court l&.cked tr-olid evidence, all the 

testimony ^;nd the .general habits of colonrlal a^inistyato 

to shcv/ that V i/ rin and tb-^ other officials in Canada i^edet? no tuition 

in the arts cf .fraud. If Bigot fibm'pd their views quite happily, it 

is !w:<"<j]y tp?i;- :,].e tc> ru-.jnta.1n. as V&rin tiuplj^d that Eigot si

5'% Requete, \V.rin, pp. 10, 11, 36, 1?-21. 
34. Ibid., p. 8.



corrupted the whole «.dir,ini3 trative corps of tho colony, What then 

w*s Bigot's role? Certainly one .thing he h--id in cordon with Varln 

is that he took a lot of rroruiy back with him to France.

respite Ynrin's desire to atone for hia wrong- d ring* • atonement 

did not, apparently, ex-U-r;d so far as to (d.ve up the profits from 

his Canadian career since the profligate pl^ce;;-ont of- Money '.:.nd 

ir,!«no(lert demands lor a «;t-v«-;-'rnrnent peuoiou scanenli^ed th-:? Court- 

circles, On the 6. Au^tist,, .17 r;G Credit informed B.-i ;-;;yt:

On a crie «.->t 1'on crie i'uj-jeuHGioen-t centre 
M. W;rin d^ ce ou'il £ ncretie une charge do 
Secretaire da Roy da gre.r:d College; ' cnsuitlo une 
terro a 10 ou-12 lieues rle P<;,.riK cui est aL'iV:<.r:.6Q 
O.o 20 a 22 ndlle ]ivru-r; pour 5^0 mllJ.ft 1:1 v:r es et 
plus encore dc c-:. 1 qu'il o^rsanrioit sr>. retraite 
une

Earlier in the . sar.e year Bigot's cw^nts h?-ifi been in r.ba r-arkst 

for an estate for him al^o. On the 24 Ve'bi.u'-'.ry, 1753 Gradis 

to him:

M. la Ss-lle nous avoit pr.:v ;; •^e Mr. qu ! il 
avoit en viif.- de vous faire 1'achat d'un^ terr-s du 
prix d'criiviro?:. 200 millc livrcs que nous 
luy-fourrir ^uivant que vous nouo Uo 
jpr-.is du depuis Kr. de Borny nous a marque 
cosine' convenu a^ec Lire, de Seque pour la lorrc du 
Karris TOUT 650 nille livres, sans eoiapiei- la 
depense des uu-uulet;, du contrat, du -decret et 
autres frair q'ui po'urrcnt se rr.cn •'';•:•:• auz e^Yiro/JS 
de ^^jOOO livrefl, qu'il aura te^oin que no;.,s luy 
con;pt;vO'cs ce r-ois de Kay cent mille ecus qu'il 

•ve I'-- placer sur les et-ats ^c r.-o&V:^!-^.
pouvoit co:;;pter nur

"'hQ fuss 7-hat Varin's acquisition prccipi.tn.ter1 caused the Grr.dis 

to advise de 'Herny not lo )i;8.ko -b.'ny pvrchM.8os for .Bi{;ot, out de Tk'iny 

had ignored that advice with the rosiilt t^at by tbo 6 February, 1759 

i'aris v.-£s 1')a::zing Y?ith vicious innuendo s^irist Bir,otj

55* Grpcljr, Cro-^^pond^rice , Copybook Ar.^riqu:*? , i. 
Gradis
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troitfj erne .bruit qu'a fait a la cour * • t clans 
lf;j 1'squicitioii dy'l*. torj<- r;ue 

a .i'ait pour vou^: ce'quy ^ fait t^nir biftn de pro- 
.par, <uesa Arable au :Jujet de ia haute fortune que 
vox: a pvea i>:.lte dfciif? ].(? C^nadiu . S'.y Mr* de B 
eu'l: vouleu suivre les a-; is et representations 
Notr« Sr. Gfadis luy avoit 1'aite de pl?ic>;r vos 
iV' v ;d« bricn solic'v.^rit jLi-.qu.T- 3 a c-o quo vou.s fu 

lie tour en i>v-^nce ce .quy auroit Li^u i;.ieux coa- 
a vo^ :h^t«rets ot vous <,urie3 f-te a iTi:V^e a 

reUuu- *:ie ;.'r._".re pour vouc ^Sii^e cc quo- vcua 
riure a pro poo de f-'dre., En outre c r 

te }>,s disoours ues porbonnes ouy 
a lrouv..:r. ooc/,;::.;.ou de crjtiqu^r s 

les per-: crimes ouy do^vr-^t *t,ro r
o d.c

at d'instruire pcr.J r-mt bou^ le btjrur Quc noire 
Sr. C-f;.-idis a .fait a, P/irii-, Mr. do ':- = .rny de tout 
ce q-;;y s'y ]v^u:0it au Kujet d'-une terre que I-lr* 

. vVrin ^voit aoh^pte tj t tr»ut c-/ quo l 1 ^ dissoit 
pur tout ot cu'aiDFy la pruconoe ':?r:i ;^oit de so 
Mi-rr.er u.!::icjuf'rt;-.nt fl placer ccniro il j'Viloit vos 
i'Oiiab; ,JL' sou.es x.u r;oiiis des K0u"reau:<: ordr^G de " 
part et que vous i'ussip s inetrnit de ce quy s'y 

en

Previou?5ly in the same letter Gi-adib detailed the oth^r gossip 

cur.ent about 3igot:

L'attschc;:i(en}t respcoteux et ly re con/ ;o:; usance 
cue nouc vovs •ievch.G ]v;.r. et qui ne finira qu'avec 
nou:s; "lea bont^s et la corfr^nce- dont vou:;; rou^ 

ne nous p^nr/iten-t p^s de vous laieser 
tous les uiauvaise propcs que nou:b:;:e de

lie ce^^en^: de i-epandre ccit a la cour 
corc;r;e dans l^n proviuces: 1^ -p/ej.';::.er, que toutf:s •' 
let-; fouiniturea que le -Sieur Cndct, n:uriltloi:r:oirt? 
ou Canada a eni.repris vous :r-c-y.r,rdent en pr.rty et 

Consequence jl-y a une inoricp.:»3 le que ce
e .iait a la fcv^;ir de son tv-a5tte, 

an^ les divert- postoe dent ,jl c-'-^t charge 
r.-er et ae faire parser ' les vlv^ea ce c,r/vr est; 

hctc-riose p.:-..r vous. Ix-i fjGCo.ndc-; La depance extra­ 
ordinaire que vous ne cs^eoz do faire dans -votre 
lii.ais^on, et la. pexte oe deu:-: ("tnt • quelques in.il le 
livres que vrus aves perdus au jeu 1'hivor cenrjer 
avec les officiers ches veus ce ou.y a ete rn 

a ce qu^ r-o\i.s avcns apris«

Yet, despite all this ^.ossip, the Graciis, v,iio ^ncw "Bl^ct in t Irately 

eorjvi-.ic.-.d of his integrity. The letter .v/ent or to

57. '• GrorfiE Correspondence,. OcT.v/book Ai^eiique, Moise Gr^dis to 
Bi^.ot, 6 February 1759, ii- 14-1-1--



Nous savons 3tr. mieux que personne cci'ioient vous 
vous etes toujours secriffie an. bien do 1'etat 
•et de la pa trie et que vou.c . n'a^/ea rien a vous 
.reprocher de pas une part -directem(.en)t ny ind'ir- 
ectein(en)t in/iin ruolgre tout eella, tro.uves bon 
Mr. que nous preniens la liberto veu tout co 
quy passe et les i^auvais propos que 1'cn ne .ce-^so 
de tenir de vous. representer de i'aire .wettre 
toute leg affaires de la Colonle dans tout-So les 
regies possibles et de ne Fi^r-fiuer pas 11110 des 
.forrrialites necessaires a cella afin d'eviter que 
pas un de vos enneays n-e pu.isse avoir pas uno 
prise pour vo-us j.'aire de lr, p.- ,ine.

At .first glance it is not entirely cl^ar how 1:hi« Ic-tter ourfit 

to be interpreted. It shows that .Graclis had not only heard the 

ru&ours circulated about Bigot's forturit; but vras occuetoc^ad to 

handling large sums of money lor him. .Apparently, if las f^pre^sions 

were genuine, he had no grounds upon which to suspect that the 

allegations were founded. So, Pilot's fortune did not constitute 

in his view prima facie evidence of vvrong doing. .bV.rtb^rmore^ ha 

was convinced that -enemies were eager to ^ake use of any equivocal 

evidence that might be found against Bigot, Of course, e-rtn in the 

.face of the tone of the letter and lucked the tenor of all Gradis 5 

correspondence with Bigot, it ini^ht be suggested that Gradis 1 

courteous phrases v;ere no more than form and that this v/as a scarcely 

veiled alarrn, the writer hoping that Bigot \vould dispose of tell-tale 

evidence, as much for the writer's protection as for his own. Yet, 

the genuine surprise isanii'ested in a J/.;tt^r of the 12 !v;xrch, 3'/59 at 

the false report that Breard had been- called to Vers-ii^les to give 

account of hir.self is evidence that th^ latter interpretation .is 

doubtful?

nos lettres de Parj.^ cie ce I.);«rxi:le}r^ ordi^naire 
rjous •LUiiquerit oue 1'on vpzioit• d'H'o'v..,ror que 1'ca 
vt!i.icit d'apr.ynclre que "Mr- -breardy Co^r^dssKiJ'C 
a r'arenne avoit recu :ordre du '!uj.n:ir,t-r€' de ce 
randre a la Cour p(ou)r y 2: an are compte de la 
conduite qu'il a teniie en Canada r^ind(an)t lo 
temps qu'il y a ete. Catte ncuvelle -li&us a f-«irr- 
pris beaucoirp 'et noas ne i/avcray n ? y no pov..>-^nG



comprandre tout ce que cella put estre, puisque- 
nous sormnes bien persuades que cat ai-iy est en estat 
de randre bon co.T:pte de sa conduite et qu'il n ! a 
rien a craindre de pas une facon des calomnies 
que sea ennemys puvent luy avoir susittes* Toute 
ces affaires devant estr.e en regie mais tout cella 
est fort fachc-u.c et i'ort desa.^rea'ble p(ou)r un. 
bonne te horruna. . .Tout cequy s'y passe nous paroit 
Ilr. cy surprenant que nous ne saurions jamais 
prandre asses de liberte veu tout l'atachem(en)t 
et la reeonnoissance que nous vous devons de 
vous re presenter de faire metre toute vox affaires 
de la Colonie dans toute les regies imaginable 3 
p(ou)r eviter que pas un de vos ennemys ns.puisse 
dans pas un terap vous inqui her de-pas une part. -*

But if any doubt about C-radis 1 o-;7r; relationship to Bigot re::m,
* •

it must be dispelled by the letter Abraham wrote to Bigot on the 5 

h, 1759 from Paris:

Vous aur.-io ate bien instruit depuis bien du 
terns de l r idee ou on etois icy que les affaires 
dont' j 'et-ois cli-->.rg^ pour la fournicure des- ma ga?. ins 
du Roy etoient pour votre cortpts. celuy de divers 
amis et le mien. M. Le Korniand en etois auasi 
bien persuade et je ne saia pourquoy puisqu 1 !! en 
a vu le Contraire par luy memy, ran is ensuitte il 
s T e-st figure que I f entrepris9 faitte par le Mun- 
itionnaire de Canada, le Sr, Cadet n'etoit que 
le prete nom a cette pretendue Societe. Tous Is 
monde le -crois meaie aujourd'huy et mes efforts 
pour les en dissuader en leur representant que 
si vous et moy y eusrsions etc', que perfjonne n l aur~ 
oit ete charge de faire cette^ expedition qua moy 
memo puisque .je n'aurott pas voulu ins priver de 
cette cojnnrifc-sloi"! pour la donnoi* A des per^oiin^s 
qui n 'etoient militant prop re a exa cuter tou.3 
CS3 eiivoyos et c;ue inerne, j f auroi3 epar^ne con- 
sicar.-i'blem^nt dans tou ::. leg achates qui out ete 
faita ches nous, soit de:.? V(ai8se)aux que des far-- 
ins s , lards et autres articles car de vous a 
inoy> Mr., les p^rsonnaa qui onfc ote charges 
de cette comiaiGsion n'ont pao t?.M/aille avso 
l f oeconomie qu'ils auroient pu le fa-ire. Sans 
doute que 1'ainy qui a vu cola par lui m:~.3 (Pean) 
et qui est a Bordeaux vous en. rendra un fidel. compte 
en vous inytruisant de bien des particular! tea. 
Toute la haine et 1'animosite de ivjr. Le Nory-ia-nd- 
contre moy'n f a ete gue cila car je no le connols- 
soit pas ni n'avoit eu auc-uie- sorted' affaire 
avec luy. Voila la raison pottr laquelle, Mr.,' j'ay 
ebe auyoi mal trait te par luy et qu'il a cru me 
mortiflie en me privant de la commission de la 
fourniture presente pour la donner au Sieur Le 
Moyne et en faire couter au Roy au de-la de

——— ..._ . .- . ——— ——— .._.... . -r-'t --L nju_iir-ii-iiiTirn->_iini r i .. -rr,nyt •

58. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, Moi.se. to Bigot, ii. 20-0,*
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a 500 mille livres de plus• qu'elle n'miroit revenu 
si 3'en eusse ete charge.59

Further testimony to Gradis 1 personal integrity is given by 

his comment B on the Le Moyne contract:

'Juger L'r, de tous .mes embarrass, .plus eiico're 
de mon mal au eoeur de voir que IL, Le Ivloyne, 
Neg(otian)t a Rotten qui a >'te charge de la f Gar­ 
niture cette annee qu'ou vouo fait passer par la 
Voye de Brest et de Roohefort et qui a p.ris clans 
tous les life gs. sin s soit de Bouen, Jv'ontaubau et autres 
endroits les rebute de touL ce qu'il y avoir: pour 
les a'voif-: a meilletir inarche -et a lon£ crediti^^

GPtouche depulK lo i. de janvier 160 et 160 E-.13.le 
livres par mo is en espec.es que d'ailleurs on 1'uy 
paye exactement tous le^ Eiois des a co'npte d'une 
soniise d s environ. 600 q(uel)qiJO milj.e livres qu'il
avoit ci devant fourni. au port de Kce he fort/car• f i des traittefj- cu il avoit ^a^ne 40 et 50 p$'..

. Le-dit le tfoyno a passe un traitte a'^ec !.[, 
de I.Iassiac pour la fovirrriture prefeente et a un 
prix de plus de 20 p% au de&sus des fourniti/rec 
que j'ay 'toujours ' fait par o^conoiaie malgro qu.'il 
touche ces eommes d j avarice et que mes payorfienta 
n'.ont commence a se faire quUm an apres mes de~ 
bours a 150 raille livres par mois. En outre 
depuis la prise de 1'isle 'Royale les irarchandises 
ayant diciinv.e dans les manufactories de 10, I?, et 

• -15 pfoi meroe, il y en a qui 1'ont fait bien d'avant- 
age puisque nos fabriquarrta n'ont pressnlerrient 
aucun debouche de leurs merchandises par Is, ces­ 
sation general du corn-Tierce de France. 1.1 n'est pas 
douteux, Ilr«, que voua ne vous appercevies a la 
reception de cette -fourniture de la diffectuoalte 
de toutes sen .K.arohtindises «t u^-Q voun cures la 
"bonte d'en rendre un fidel corapte au I-iinistre et

59» Gracl.is Correspondence, Copybook Aai^rioue, ii, 2J~23a, . '.
60. In the letter of the 6 February 17^9 Mo is:-)-had infoy-rned • 

Bigot that. Le Koyne had even had the cheek, after having 
grabbed the contract, to Kuggect 'CJradis f.-ub~ con tract 

.half of it. from hivn, which Gradis declined, replying: 
'que nous luy souh>iitons une bonne reusitte dans son 
traitte quy estoit tres avantageux p(ou.)r luy que 
quant a nous la benefice nous avoii toujours moires 
al'ecte que le de-air que nous avons touiours eu 
de nous rendre utile o 1'etat et a La patrie, Cradis 
Correspondence, Copybook Acieriquo, ii. 15a.

61. ' tfhich v/as particularly, galling to. Gradis 'b*3cr»u«e he had 
at this time such, large sums of moiiey owed to him by 
the Crown that he was bo lanced on the edge of bankruptcy* 
On the 19-September 17i>8 the total debt stood at soi-e 
2,300,000 livreg^ Gradis CorrecporicAonoe, Copybook Arnerique 
to Bigot, i. 282*
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que vous luy feres 'connoitre de la 1'acon dont 
j'ay servy le Roy dans tous les envoys que j'ay 
fait pour vos -Wagaains. Si je ne suis pas asses 
heureux de eela et qu'on n'ait pas besoin do mes 
services pour I'avenir je coiu-e risque quo n'ayant 
plus besoin de moy que mes payenients soient retardes, 
que meme je t>e seray jamis pays ou que je seray 
oblige de . prend're .en 'payecient des effete ou je seray& ' -'i
force pour faire de 1'a.r^nt de perdre le ~f- ou 
le y de ce qui mo sera du. Vous m'aves }ilr, • accorde 
par le passe 1'honneur de vos bon'tes et.de votre 
protection, Vcicy une occasion ou-j'en ai plus 
besoin que j&mais. J'.ose me flatter que vous 
voudre^3 bien cie le.s -continu^r et ,je vous la deoiande 
av^c la plus vive instance a fin de me tirer de^ 
embarras ou ,je crains de me trouver et era ;]o sera 
inclubi tablemen t si vouc n'aves Cvitte ben to

The correspondence speaks for itself. These vere not the 

confidences of conspirators long practiced in the arty .of deceit 

arid extortion. Bather it is- the righteous indignation of an honest 

man i?ho had long served the Crown faithfully and who., fearing 

bankruptcy might be his rev/ard, appealed to a man whose reputation 

was under sustained attack to testify to the quality of hi£ goods* 

Obviously he was so convinced of Bigot '.s integrity that he could 

not believe he was discredited with the lainistor, even though the 

canister's chief assistants lie Norman d entertained a poor opinion 

of the accused. 'That he had good cause to respect Bigot's integrity 

is clear from the occasional reprimand Bigot had given him early in 

their cotuiaercial association for hav^nr; eent tsub- standard ^ocdf-.^

. Although an old friend of Bigot, their relations had always been 

correct and there Is not a single hint in the entire correspondence 

to indicate that Gradis might have been uneasy about the ethics of 

the relationship. Is it possible that a nan v-iio insisted' BO strongly 

'lipon his personal integrity, even in letters to an alleged conspirator, 

could have been corrupt? Is it possible even that no v.culd have 

entered into so close an. association with a man when he knetv to bo

62. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook /.r;orioue, ii. 22-22^.. .



252-

corrupt? It would be most unlikely. Yet, few of bis contemporaries 

were more Astute than Abraham Gradis in commercial fiurtters. How is 

it that he handled such large sums of money for Bigot and yet was so 

surprised by the allegations against him? The most likely answer 

would appear to be that he believed Bigot had acquired his fortune 

legitimately. ' • . . .

Although impossible to state -with any precision, the sources 

yield a i^w clues which might explain -*i:y it wac •possible lor Gradis 

to believe that fugot acquired his w^lth honestly, -In his m_e*moire 

Bigot maintained that the base of hi a iortune was laid v.-hen, at the 

time of his appointrr^it to Is.le Royale in 1739* the Bord.elaia 

merchants pressed funds upon him'.and lit- also received from his father, 

'line . somine 'considerable sur -sa legit ime* ' Just how much that mi^ht

have been can .only be conjectured, but it Yvould have been in addition
• ' '• 6 A

to the pension of 900 jLjarr£s :a year hi a father's will allocated him. **

Unfortunately, the property -settlement appears to have been made in 

Francois' older brother's marriage contract ^hich has not been found; 

so, whether Francois received any real estate in addition to the 

family f'eria at. Cairo., valued at 5^*000 l;VvZ^i ^- n 'J-7^6, is not known c ^

.His advance might -well have been equivalent to the value of the farm 

in 1739> since the Bigots, being a substantial jrobe_ family, would 

have had no trouble rc,i^ii>^ the capital on the security of their

real and professional incomes. In addition .to .this, lie would .have
(• n

had whatever he might have saved from his professional salary, and

presumably the Bordelais merchants would at least 'have matched, his

63- Kemoire, Francois Bigot, i, 6,
64. Archives _Departmentsles de la Gironde, 7jS, 15344» Testament de

Louis Amable de-Bigot: notaire Dubos,' For a previous reference, 
see above, p. o2«

65. See above,pp* 62 and 65 ftnt* 67* 
66* See above, pp. 59 — ^2« 
67. See above, chapter III,
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private capital, for Gradis in.1748 did not require any capital of 

him. .at all in the :sqcie:te gu Cbaada, So, he may well have had 

anything from fifty to one hundred thousand livres to invest in 

1759-

According to the Sfj^oire, no sooner had Bigot arrived in the 

colony than, f il se livra a toutes les branches du Commerce, et il 

fut heureux 1 , ' "but exactly of what this commerce consisted, the 

jTiernoire remained silent. Fregault believed he had discovered 

evidence that Bigot had designs upon the Royal Stores in a reversal 

that he made on a. proposition to set up ;.~ supply depot at the port,. 

Ee argued that Bigot had opposed the proposal originally because, he. 

feared -it would fall under Canadian control v/hereas, "by 174? Bigot

was sufficiently confident of his own influence to advance the
70 proposal himself. The best that can be said about this theory is

that it is pure conjecture and even if it v;ere accepted it is of 

little practical import since the depot was not established and Bigot 

did not derive any windfall profits from its supply,

There would appear to be surer grounds for suspecting that Bigot 

profited froia the foreign trade. Although the island *>;as ideally 

'situated to exchange French West Indian products against Anglo-American 

imports, the minister was flatly opposed to such traffic in all but 

the most extreme case of need* Yet, despite his exhortation to <Ie 

Forant and Bigct, on the 7 May, 1740, that they put a stop to tho

68. The contract is reproduced in J. d.e Maupacsant, lln_.^rand
Arjna teur^de^ Bprd^au^: ̂  ̂ \br^l}gr;\_fe^^ * Bordeaux, 
1917, pp. 173-i75» .supposedly from an original in the G-radis 
.Archives but v/hich appears- to have been lost subsequently, 

• A copy exists in the BNP., I-tes. Pr. n.a. 22253, pp. "165-166.
69. Memoire, Francois Bigot, i. 6*
70. 5VB.A.?., i. 138-142.
71. AC, B 70.
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violations permitted by their predecessors, no effort appears to lur* 

been made to implement h3s .instructions. In fact, their sympathy fo 

the trade even vent so far as to prompt de Grant's successor; tfu 

Quennel and Bigot in 1742' to advocate the accumulation of Anglo-

agricultural products on the island in c^ce of yet another

72Canadian failure.,' ; • , . .

That colonial administrators worn generally interested in the

fercd^n trmie -wan alleged in the •anonymous, 'Letiro d'un habitant ds 

Louisbourg' i

Les Gen^reaiix dans toul;es nor? Colonif-s, . .u'ers- 
richissent -oour la plumrt cUr--; le coi;^.?rce etra/iger*» i f ? -, 'j ' \^i *

qui est si nuisible a celui d.»-:-R Sui^te du Koi.f-;

Specific allegations were made agajnst ^o-f-rnor Kerl^rec of Louisiana.
V4 

in 1765? against Frontenac, the governor-rreneral of N^w France in
*7'C" "7 •'-*

the 1.670' s.'^ against goyernor-general Var.dreuil in the 1700 's, fU and 

C3camples could be multiplied easily.

Y/hether such ' trade '-'.UB contrary to French interests, however, was 

subject to debate « The I-Yench inerchauls complained that they could 

not compete with ITew Bnglaiiders on an eo!.;al ir-acis but Bigot replied

that this v;-as ridiculous- since their rjroCits ??ere of t^n close to one .* 1 '
77hundred per cent. hi though a surprisingly large figure, the evidence.

appear to confirm that at cert? in times at. least, merchants

engaged :'.n the colonial trude u'^de proi'ils of that inagni tude-* Rot 

?,?ere tiie merchanta im scrupulous in their dealings vrith the Crown,'

72, '.AC, B, 74? 21. July 1742, taiurepas aux du Quennel and -
Bigot* 

73- G.M. Wrong ed., Vr'aTf.'icl: Brothers and Kutter, Toronto, 1897>
p. 1%

74» lv:emoire pour Le Feu.Sieur de Roohe^ore, op*cit» 
75-» See above, p., 3-70--71*
76. See above, p« 177.
77. ..AC, B, i 765 27 November, 13 February 17,13, pp. 186-187,

• 475- • 
78- See above, Chapter'17,



"but any representations they made on the subject of profits would 

have to be vreighed in view of their obvious self~lnterei:t- Although 

war pushed freight costs up to ruinous heights, the cost of a ton of 

cargo to Canada rising even to 1,000 livr_e_s in 1759» ttie cost at 

which goods traded in the colonies rose ••coji.;:r.ensurat^ly; so that, for 

example, on.the 7 November, .1748 Bigot infolded the minister that 

iVoods v,ere again trading .at margins of one hundred per cent, In

peace tir-v.?, fciquelon calculated 'that Robert I'ugard-iiiade profits of

80 thirty p.?r cent on his trr.de 'i.o Canada, The merchant .coirsunity'

c'.icl not appear to suffer unduly from Anglo-American competition,

. . That 'Bir -.ot had V«re«t Indian trade interests is not only likely 

coru:iderirj.£ his Bordelais covmeclions, but is given added probability 

ry the shipment of 500 aui}vt^ls 'of eup;ar vhich he petitioned the 

niinister to grant free freight to France, On the 29 November, 11A4 

he justified this request on the"grounds that:

J'ai ete i^ltraite dans la Course que j'ai 
iait faire', ayant perdu deu.z corcairee' dont une 

par tie. irJapartenoit.^- ./

Although he could have obtained the K-H^T t};rou^h his privateering" 

activities, the length of time it took him in che early fifties to 

liquidate his investinsnts to provide c^.rh for a planned, purchase of 

land in the Bordeaux region implies that they vere of a far-flung

„„-(.,.,-,-, r.,-. >.-:<n i, A ?.-, o-,- t -,-f- 'J7KO !',,-> -'>-.•?•. ^r,.,-,,^ AVi-i-"--^-, '.-•,;•-] 0-,••--•,-'•!-] o -r-v-of
nci. i.-!>< J. '. * -.-ii '.. .'isT J-'-{- ./i."..'i__;'.. l.i l>, JL ( y<_ J..1-.. .(-i...^. . .....'..... O. jl.. !..-•-..• i.ii.-AIil -.-r.! c*' - JL. O :. .'i g

would, shortly receive: . .

I-es fonds que j ! aur£.i i^ ~'f.^ -<?^er ay ant disaous 
plusieurs societes que j'avois a Louisbourg et 
ailieurs,

and again on the 4 Novembers

79. AC, CIIA,-92, P. 98.
80. Dale ?;:iquel.cn, 'Hftvy and Lefefcvre. of Quebec: A CHGG Study, of

Metropolitan Participation in Canadian Trade, 1750-60% _;.rho_
£?j&£i?n H^toT^^rJ^;^!:!?-!' v'oi * "^^-> -^ ';-' i -i"" cii ^-9T>? P- 6.

81. . ""''



Je vous envois monsieur, cent dix-huit mil 
- llvres sei.?:e sols en lettros de ••ch&ngs Jfii^int 

uae partie de toutes les Socioles que j'ai eu 
.dcU'js lea colonies et-j'espere qu'en 1754 j' eri verai 
totaler^cnt la rentre'e.' J'ai reno^ee depuic deux 
fino a toutes.CGs sooietes. J'ai b:ien de la peine 
a en-.rar.acser les n:orcoaux«^2

As to his prjv:.;teer :!?:£•adventure? ? although like other colonial
f»VcoJtcA ftoUer-^y

officials Bigot, ^.non umlfel.oi])frequently to the .wzinipter in the hope

of receiving: further concessions, biw plaint cf 17^4 can hardly "be
83 t?.ken seriously, ' A import to the a:irir<ter of the 12 October, i74; i-

indicated that t\ven ly-ei-ht .English ships had been captured that
84year* ^ If M^ot'?* claim cf the 29 Nove^ber va« true:

«i jo n'y prenolfj p^.s --.n interfht considerable, 
il n'en sol" tiro it pa 3 un ((;.ors?:.iire) .

then hie j/;;^o_ire of l?c$ \vould appear to be .-justified in etatii:^ tha-i

La guerre ourvint en 1744' il arta plus- 
ieuro Corsaires. les uns tout seul, les autres 
en participation^ C^s Vnisseaux fire n't des prises*.. 
elies furent envc2'"oes en Prance ori elles parvin- 
rent £ "bon port; et elj.es furent vendu.es avec le

So starting with a modest capital of his ovm, v;ith influential 

mercantile contacts, -and. vrith wide opportunities to .trade in both 

French and foreign markets, it is hardly necessary to postulate 

.7-asBiye corruption in order to explain the accumulation in Bigot's 

hards'Of a r-rj!;;?i?::ntial .••::;,;f.-a.nt-of KOKey brlo^e he was .^pprr-inted to 

Canada. Certainly, it was his cousin, Puysieulx's belief that,
t . . • ' .

•II estoit riche de son chefs lorsqu'il a passe (au Canada)', and

therefore, he reasoned, 'il n'est pas etonnant -qu'ayant fait valoir
66 ce qu'il avoit qu'il n'aye pas .rraigrie. 1 "

82. CM., MG13, G8(l).
83. lemieux observed that, 'most -ord^l^liV^ilS. P'>li*:

of their ealary. ', cp-.cit. p« 74• 
84- AC,-CUB, 265 p,101 r
85. Meir.oire, Francois Bigot, i, 6-7•

RA.POS., 1944-1945, Aoi-ar-.f-ira to I'ioire Ci-adio, R:.rip., 9';-.;irch 17S9,
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No sooner had .Bigot been nominated intendarit of Kev; Prance, 

according to his J^oire., ''^ ttian he decided to pick up his old , 

trade interests. Not that he Lad solicited the post for that 

reason, or -even been pleased when he waa appointed. On the contrary* 

he begged the minister not to send him there and pleaded with his . 

cousin, Puyeieulx, to intervene. So,, the gi^oire «r£ued, it could 

hardly be .Eaintainyd that i> vvae,- 'des Ic.ees de fortune, qui 1'cnt 

porte daaG la Colonies f £8

That Sigot was reluctant .to 'take up the Canadian 'position would 

appear to be confirmed by his repeated ^pp].! cat ions once in Canada 

to be posted, back to fVance* On the 29 July, *1749 in a letter written 

from Loui 8\:.our,p; to Fnysife'ulx ho .deplored the renewal of liaurepas from 

the Kari.ne

. J ? avois I'lionen-r d'etre conn de luy. II • avoit eu 
aes preuvoE de raon attachement pour le Service 9 
at jl auroit l>ien pu ir-e recompsnser par une -in— 
tendance de la Karine. en Prance ail lieu de c*..-ll« 
que j'ai

and he "beg^d Puyfsieulx v;hc:n next he s«yr Hcuille:'

de vculoir Men luy deir^.nder la preirtior intendance 
de la marine vac^nte >-.•:•. .Pranco, ;-'y

A civil cervice :r..ej5orandum-of the 1? February., 175!? entitled 

-'CAl^ADA' noted that Bi^ot had for the past .two years been applying 

for a transfer to France on the excuse of hin hen 1th. Siting not a 

mention of the questions the minis ber h;-.d wanted to put to the 

.int<?ndairt , it portrayed ^igot as a most trusted, administrator wh-sse 

services, though worthy of Rochefort,. ^€re required too urgently in 

Canada to be dispensed v/ith there:

87. Kenoire, -tfranjois Bigot, ii. 29*
88. Ibid., i. 12.
39. 'Affaires 3.tram$resr Amerique, ^esuo?'res et Documents,

9,-p. ?'£•
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•'• Le Si*. Bigot jntendant de cette Colonie est 
venu en franee en vertu d'un conge qui lul avoit 
-este aceorde, et.qu'll demandoit depuis deux ana 
pour rai'fion de Sante.

II a demand© 1'jntendance de Hochef'ort qui 
Se trouve vacante par le .passage du Sr. Lehoruiant 
a 1'jntendance de,s ar/.iees navalles; St son an- 
ciennete le met ef fectiv^iuent a por tee d'ypretenure.

Ivlais dans les circor, stances ou 1'on v& se 
trouver em Canada par raport M.-X. troi;pes que l>a 
klajeste y envoy e et aux orifferens iriouveir.ents 
.qu'elles y occaeio'Cinerono, .Il.paro.it jndisper:sable 
d'y renvoyer le Sr. Bii;ot« Un jntendaat nouveari 
Eeroit fort em"barrasee a pouvolr a tons loa arrange- 
iients qu'il y ayra a fa ire, et pour lecqiuels il 
I'aut connoitre toutes. let r!:?fjsourceG et tons 1-es 
usages du pai.s»90 .

That Bigot consented to return to Canada is evidence of his 

unfeigned devotion to the service* It w^s not necesr-ary for Pre^ault 

to read the Gradis archives to learn that, to Gradis at least, Bigot 

consistently portrayed himyelf «s the.-guardian of the Crovm's 

interests, Syraptomatic of .Fregault's determination not even to 

consider whether Bigot might have been innocent was his selectivity 

in the use of the letters' in the Canadian Public Archives.

By the 4 IVLiy, 17:>2 Bigot was heartily disgusted with the petty
• / . . '
complaints and back-biting quality of CVmuiian society. In a letter 

of that date he complained to Gradis:

La jalousie est poussee ici jusqu'au d(ernijer 
periode. Tous les negotians se raangent I'arne, 
les uns et x lec autres et si un est un peu favorise 
tous les autres luy toin'bcnt eur le corps,

Nor v/as he insensitive to the vitriolic attacks made against, his own 

reputation, which he maintained were baseless:

Au surplus . je VOUG prie de ne point dire a 
persoTie que je siiis clans le cier^ein d j acheter 
quoique ce seit. Je passerois bientot pour un 
Crasus dans I 1 esprit fiu public si on y voyoit 
quelque apoarence au lieu que touc ce qu'on dit

01e?.t fonde sur rien*--1 . . 

Although it might not be. expected that a. guilty Bigot vould take h:J s

90. AC, B 32, p* 4*
91. CPA.',
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trade partner into his confidence, it seems hardly likely he would 

adopt .such self -righteous .language where there was no obvious gain
t

to be made. After all, Gradis was a trade partner who if . any thing- 

was indebted to Bigot; not the minister in whose pov/er it lay to

;. grant the much coveted transfer to a European i: nteiidancv>

In fact, by the end of 1752 Bigot was so disillusioned with 

his job in Canada as to be seriously considering retiring from the

•service altogether. On the 4 November, 1752 .lie v;rotG s

Mon do see in est. de passer- en Stance en 175'i ( -- n J e 
ferai le parti que je pr«ndrai, . Si j'adopte ceiuy 
de' prendre unison a Paris course (je le crois 
y trouveres toujours bon visage d'hote et line
chambre.

Q,ue tout ce ci. soit, je YOU 8 prie secret 
entre vous et. inoi, Cela est de consequence pour 
rues interets. Je-ne veux pas qu'on puiK.se r, ' in- 
aginer que je pense a me retire" du service. Je 
suis si degoute de celuy des colonies par les 
crierie-s continuelles pour chose au^quelles je 
n'ai jajnais pense que je he crois p«s pouvoir me 
resoudre a y retourner.92

Obvicnsly, only the most .seductive blandi^hsr.ents could have- 

induced Bigot to return to a country v;here he was the 'victim of so

icuch . abuse . Des ides promising to relieve him in one, two or throe
05

yca.rs, as the memorandum of 175!; planned,''' the mini F, tor:

le flatta dc le rappeler bientot et de lui donner 
1 'Tn tenc.ance de 'Ho chef or t. qui otoit vaccante, et 
a laquelle il cut attention de ne point nomrne 
tant qii'il fiit Kinistre^"1 '

No doubt he -was disconcerted indeed to be irifonaed by Gradis in 1757 

that Puysieulx sav: very little prospect for- his early return to 

France :

votre presence (etant) trop necessaire en Canadac _ 
: pourque vous du-ssies esperer elre re love encore*^-'

92. CPA.., ibid,
.95. tv, S 32, p. 4. - •
94. Me^oire, Francois r>j./-ot, I//> f p. o.l.a*
95. Gradis Corresponaence» Copybook Arpcrique, 10 J-.'aroh 1757, i. H'-



Consequently, his indignation at such very different treatment than 

lie had been led to expect when finally the conquest released him 

.from what Gradis was already calling in 1757, 'le teas infini quMI 

y a que vous etes dans les Colonies, 1 v;as in this respect justified.

It aeeciB scarcely possible that an unscrupulous man v;ho had 

landed a position -which he was turning into a veritable goldmine 

would h-5ve been as reluctant as .Bigot, to take.up the porrb and 

subsequently have seized every opportunity to petition for his recall, 

On the other hand, if one had to resign oneself to e:;d.le in the 

colonies, then tho boredom of the l^rachrnent u:ight be partially 

relieved 'by -an interest in the colon.ir;! trade, In his i^^p.ir£ of 1763 

Bigot observed that when he:

eut t'te nomrne A. .].'Jntendauce de la ITouvelit-;-France, 
il pensa a reprendre des interets dans le Coiiunerce.. * 
II convint avec les sieurs Gradis de Bordeaux, de _„ 
fa ire a .inoitie le CoraLaerce du Canada et cle.s Isles-"

He might even have -wronged himself in the impression this./jiveG

that he had taken the initiative in • making a propoGii tion to the

Gradis. In 1759 he had observed:

Aussi-tot qne les Nsgocions de 'Bordeaux 
scurent qu'il etoit norare pour Louis'bourg^ ils 

" e'empresEerent de lui offrir'des fends,98

Furthermore, it was Gradis who made the first approach both to La. Porte 

La. Lanne., tho -••'^^[2V.\ ^ Sainte ro;d.iv^38, and Korleroc, coirwander of

Louisiana. Although in thf; case of La I>?.nne, he and Oradls had already

99 been trading ser\irices for a number of years, it xvas not until the

16 September, 1756 that there was a .proposal that they should enter 

into a joint trade venture and tho initiative can-e from Gradis. V'yiting 

on that date he suggested that they traftlc in indigo,. Cradle offered

.96. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook j^ieriquo, ibid,
97.« Meraoire, Francois Bi/;ot, ii. 28-29,
98. IMd., i. 6.
99.. .See above, pp. 137-14"/•I.
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to supply the capital and stipulated that profits would he divided 

equally between them:

II nous semblerait Mr, qu'il y auroit uyie 
affaire a faire toutes ler. anne.es autant que la 
guerre dureroi t qu'il seroit oy vous le juges 
apropos de faire achepter eoit chez vous, St. 
Martinique ou au Gap ur.e p?2rty d' environ 400 
q(uantauJ7v de beaux indigos s'il ne valoit pas 
cue de 4 «-t 4*^10 s(ols) la livre et faire tirer 
la valeu.r eur nous a ^ ou 6 mois de vue avec la 
difference de l^,rr;,(en)t de Lsrr-erique. a celluy 
do Fr^rsco quy c'cnjine vous le s^.ves 33/'^ °u --50 
mille (livres) de votre monoye denser 100 mi lie 
\,livres) en France* Ilrnbarqwer ces indigo-s dans 
leo Y(aic;3ftaQ)x du Roy quy reviendront en France, 
r-aporter ceo indigos en portions og^lles rfanc 
chacuii desdits T(aisseau)x et fregattes, • Sy vous 
jurrjea a propo^, cette affaire se feront de eornte 
a dei'-y entre vous Mr. et l :ro\;a et supose que VOUG 
n'y voulousies pas entrer pour la r^ptie nous .vous 
prions Xir, de vcuioir bien le faire pour notre 
cccipte' pour 200 q'antf.vujx d' indigos pouvant les 
faire .embarquer dans les dif ferants V'(aisseau)x 
ou iregatbes du-Roy*. »,0n peut faire cette affaire 
en ne fasant point assurer et elle donnera mi 
profit tres considerable qucyquc- cy voulies faire 
ce chargeicent plus fort vous en estes le maitre 
auquel cas noun vous prions de vouloir nous en

Besides shedding a parallel light on the gociQ te :du fena.da in so 

far as G,Tiadis v^as the ind.tial proposer, -this letter gives good cause 

to believe that Gradis had no intention of making a permanent gift 

of half the initial capital to his associates. In his discussion of 

the' Canadian contract Fre^ault made great play of hie claim that 

Gradis was advancing all of the required capital:

Bans son Memoira de 17^5? 2: 30~31» Bigot resume 
ce contrat, tout er, omettant de preciser que cette 
piece portal t que le a; Gradis s'engageaient a, 
'fournir pour !£rs. Bigot et Brear-d les fonds 
necessaire Dour le Susdit a chap t du navire et

The obvious, implication was that one dees not give av.-ay mon^y for 

no thing, and if Gradis v;as prepared to give away half of the capital

100. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook .Anierique, i. 146.
101. F.B.A.P., 1. 316.
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then he must have expected favours ?.'hieh were hardly le^itj>:;ate, 

But all Gradis promised la Lanne was that he -would raise the initial- 

capital. Why else would he think that La La one .might not be prepared 

to accept the offer? Only should La Lanne 'himself be exposed to ri«k
' ; i
would .there be a question about his wanting to undertake the en tor-. 

priFG. Clearly, Gxadis did .not believe he-^o.uld htfjr.it.ate on other

grounds since he 7-as confident thatL?. L^.mie vrouj.d perform the s^r.e
»

.services' for a shipment on his jyple account. For that matter, it is

not even clear that the interest charts s on the &c-nGy vould not be
*

deducted from the gross n-"ochict before profit ~as calculated. The 

substance of the partnership ? therefore, was t>nt Gradi« offered -to

dispose of the cargo v.ben it reached France, whereas L?. Lanne was to
102 use his influence in -having1 the indigo pl.c-.c«d on naval ships/"

Presumably it v?as intended tliat full freight should be paid to 

the Crown. So,LaLanne was expected to .exercise hin influence. in 

no more criminal an undertaking than to put their goods onto the 

royal ships, Nothing, Gradis adi.'.icni.--:.hcd, could have bc«n more 

dangerous than to attempt to send the indigo by merchant ship. It 

was likely the ship would be taken and in any caee insurance would 

cost between 55 and 60y£ presuming someone could be found to ineure 

it. So, the enterprise would be profitable only if transport was 

provided by Crcvm ve:si-;e 1 s. Ko doubt S:l,;;ot v-as able to avail himself 

of similar-privileges to make profits of an equal magnitiide.

.In the case of Kerlerec de. K'erras^gan, J. de Maupassant quoted 

from a letter of the !;• September, 1752 -which seems subsequently to 

have been misplaced, written by Gradis to Kerlerec ^t the tine of

102. See above, p.139-
« Gradis; Correspondence, Copybook Ary'rique, 15 J'-^e 1757 •> i. -211,
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his nomination as commander:

pensez-vous pas qu'il put y avoir lieu a 
s'oCGuper de la fourniture des . icagasin-s de votre 
colonie? Le Hoi y trouveroit son a vantage pour 
le's prix et 3es conditions et nous y trouverions 
aussi un benefice. Nous faisons de serp.blables 
faumitures pour Quebec, dont on est fort content, 
et le I'Jinistre est perf aitemen t instrui.t que nous 
en Bortimes charges. Ellec so pai^nt rur le prix 
courant des .uiarchandises audit lieu en let tires <le 
change sur le Tresor.

Maupassant also observed that .Gradis .proposed to supply Kerlerec 

with MG personal needs bat since he '--as unable to find ar.y 

correspondence he presxoiaed that the initiative ^as without response

In fact, letters Vvritten.by Gradis to Kerlerec -of the 12 

September, 1755, the 21 December, l'/62 end the 8 Jaimarjr. 17o3 

•survive in the copybooks. Although from their context it is clear 

that tho Gradis did not supply the Louisiana j^i£a^Hi5 prcba.bly
1 QC;

because Kerlerec had other sources of supply,," "" Gradis had been 

commissioned to provide for sorae of Kerlerec 's personal needs. On 

the 12 September, 1? 135 Gradis wrote:

Si nous eussions ete informs ply tot de ces ex­ 
peditions nc-ur, aurionc profrit^o de cette occasion 
pour vous fa ire. passer quelcju'uns. de vcs provisions 
en vin, faririe et eaudevie; ce que nous iair-ons 
si a 1'avenir nous aprenono qu'il y en aye quelques- 
uns car pour icy nous ne voyons pas cu 1 aucun arma- 
teur veuille armer pour chea vous

Th.e v;-!'f a.-ppears to .have put an absolute stop to Gr^clis 1 ccr^erce 

with Louisiana. It was not until the 51 December, 1762 that he again 

addressed a letter to Kerlerec. He prefaced his remarks saying:

Le longtfe.mps que la guerre a dure nous a ete 
ime privation Men rrnroble de ne povwoir entre- 
tenir avec vous une corresponcance que vos bontc-s 
nous fairons tou jours aiitant desirer qu'elle nous 
est agroable*

104* jYaupassant, op.cit. p. /}2.
105. See "the Louisiana tri^l literature, ibid,
106. Gradis Correspondence, Co-pybcok A^erique, i. H9-.
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The intention was to inform him that they had eabarked, 'plucieurs

.thonneaux de Karchandise^ pour notre cospte', on 1 j AiL^bjle Creole
107 vmich they hoped he would M'avoriser dans la vente 1 . Apparently

by the end of 1762 the seas had re-opened because Gradis was 

constrained to write .x;r; a in on the 3 January, 1763 to say that since 

closing the last letter he had received a letter from' K^rlerec 

ordering -provisions for the following year. This G.radis promised

•'to- --"busy hi: ,uieelf about and so the KexOerec-Gradio trade was 

re commenced. i% \ . •

Considering his proppsiils toLa.Lanne t/ad Kerlerec it is probable 

that Gradls approached J?igot initially. Indeed, this'seenis to be 

confirmed by Bigot's letter to David Gradis of the 29 ^;ay, 1746 which

•opened saying:

Vous au.res de mes nouvellec, rnonsieiix-, a. ' 
inon arrivee a q-aebec .et je vous ' rerr,ercie dee of res 
qu.e vous me faites par la lettre que vous rn'aves 
fait l-'houneur de ra'ecrire et auxquels jo suiE ires 
sensible.-*-^

All in all, Bigot v/as not nearly so aggressive an entrepreneur as 

he h3.s been made out to be,

. The inn;ediate • foundations of the £r.!_c5; 4tf^du^anac!_a were Is id in 

May 1748- 'Repeating, probably, the substance of Gradis 1 letter of 

the 18 May, Bigot on the 21 May vrrotej •

Vous pouvee ccrnpter dos .v.- present KITF I 1 envoy 
d'un navire de 300 t(onnoau)x a que bee pour 1'annee 
prochaine qui sera. d,e irioitie entre- nous. deui:. 
Vous le clin.r^ere s de vin, eau do vie et n^-irch^ndises 
prppres pour le pays ainsi quo je vous le marqu^rai.

The possibility of building ships in Canada with tho intention of 

employing them in the ^Vest Indian trade, v^s discussed. Bigot

107. Gradis Correspondence., Copybook Airerlque, ii. pp. 7S&, 80.
10.8. Gradis Correspondence, ;Copybook A^'rique, ii. Ibid*
109. CPA., MG18 G8(l).
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vetoed the idea of developing a fishing fleet on the grounds that 

return, on.the .investment.was likely to be rather slo'tf. The motive 

behind the suggestion being to obtain a saleable cargo for the 

West Indies, he advised that it would-be better to purchase cod at 

Louisbourg.

As to the financing of the project. Graclis was to. provide the 

initial, capital. The foiao of Fregault's-approach Is -again revealed 

in -so far as jsigot explicitly not only bound himself to pay back the 

full amount of his share of the capital but even to pay interest on 

the outstanding sura until it'was paid in full:

Vous au.res d<=s terraes pour le p<syemerit des 
marchandises seiches que vous enver-os a qivebec et 
J'espere que les lettres de change que je vous 
renverai arriverons a terns pour les acquitter a 
quelques niois pres dont raous paie-rous 1'interest 
iiiais quant au prix de la moitie du navire je vous 
•en paierai 1'interet jusqu'a parfait payement, 1 -1-^

Cradis was to compose the terms of the contract ..on this basis and 

Eigot v/as to .see ."whether a third party nii^lrfc be aseociated. r.Phe 

nt wondered whether the Chevalier do Caylus might be a

suitable candidate*

. It was not de. Caylus but rather Jacoues-^ichel iireard,

a^^inj; at Quebec to v^hofn Bigot granted a two

tenths interest in the '£0joi£te during the early part of October 1748.

According to hie ^j2fiil:i« •^I^- ar^ ras a JIi?irl » f<3 ue -e «i'-ur 'Bigot avert 

tire de Rochefort, par la permission du .Iviinistre, ! It may be tha.t 

ho chose Breard because lie was a ji;an, .

• f qui joignoit a la plus austere probite, une 
intelligence peu coirmurie, et qui etoit c&pable 
de soutenir un .tres-^rand travail',

but it is impossible to believe that having resided in so ei-vall a torn

110, CPA,, KG18 G8(l).



as Rochefort and having worked in the sacie oif'ices for two years,

111 
Bigot, 'ne ..le comic is so it point auparavant. '

The il>.t.endan_t^a- motive i'or associating Breard in the enter­ 

prise is particularly crucial -because it appeared only too convenient 

that the chief administrative officer of -the colony and his 

immediate subordinate, who between them handled all of the accounting 

for colonial supplies should have collaborated in an nnd^rtakirg 

-which 'did a . substantial business vrlth tho Crown. .Bigot's explanation ̂ 

was that when he discovered the duties of his office v.-ould not afford 

him the leisure to attend to the details of bi.n-d.necs he v;as forced to 

t;eek. -assistance and Breard, by coincidence 3 was th-? most able i.aan to 

hand. Although difficult to reconcile v/ith his experience at Louis- 

bourg, Bigot's consistent, defence Y»as essentially that:

. Le Sieur Bigot qui n'entend rien au Ooir^erce, et 
qui dans les parties memes ou il a ety interesse, 
n'a ja.mais eu connoissance . dea details, n'est 
point en etat de s'expliquer yur tout ee qui 
eut leg coneerner.-1--*-^

Though it does not dispel the suspicion roused by .Bigot's choice of 

Breard, his explanation to Gra.dis on the 10 October, 1748 is 

consistent at least v/ith the latter clair;i:

J'ay fait part a Mr.- Breard. de notre pro .jet 
ne jn'etant pas possible de vacquer au detail du 
CojaLierce du Dais qu'il fau.t absolviii'&nt fiavolr et

. ^ • ~ ^ _,

il m'a dsterir'irie a le cosiner* 1 -1 ^

Subsequent practice sterns also to have borne this ovvt since writing 

to Gradis on the 14 October, 1752 Bigot instructed;

Ayes agreable aussi de rnarouer a l.C. Breard ce que
je devrai'de f:«*t a la Eehojninee pour .1752 AU dela
des 12 -lonneaux qui n;e sont acoordes afin cue ̂ 30
les puisso payer COTPJ.-C j'ai foit pour

111. Memoire-, Francois Bigot, ii. 29-30.
112. T^raoire-, Pranjois Bi^ot, ii. 419-
113.. BH\ "-Mss. •••!*., n,a,, 22253? P* 3.53
114. CPA.,-J.1G18 G0(l).
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It is also to be observed that throughout the correspondence of 

175.5 9 although Gradis kept Bigot generally informed about the 

freight of the 5§>£oj^|e, it was v?ith.Breard that he entered into 

C:Djnaie,r c ia 1 de ta i 1 .

Yet, Bigot took any thin :;;,- but a passive interest in the affairs 

of the company * .Even in the letter of the. 10 October, 1748 he 

advised Gradis:

Je veus cU~manda par -ce mfi :~:o ire la fourniture 
.de noire papier, J'en previenclrai le miui^tre et 
supose par quelque avanlure on quo vouc ne fussies 
pay d's.vis de fa ire cette societe il ftudroit 
tou jours fa ire 1' envois de ces i'ournitures donb 
le Hoy paiera le fret, et le mewe profit qu^il 
donnoit au fournisseur c.y devant, si cela. inarsquoit 
je serois tres fjrabarasse*

After having discuf?sed the state of t'hc ship building- industry in 

Quebec he vent on to outline his intentions for the return journey 

of their ship:

Si le navire cue VO.UG destineres pour notro 
societe arrivoit a la fin de i;;;-d. 5 il faut pour 
cela qu'il par to a la fin d'avril. Jo pourois 
le fretter pour l } isle Koyale et il emporteroit 
avec luy son charge rr.ent pour St. Do^iin^ue. !*!r* 
Brearcl va se precautio-ner Jes bo is a porter aux " 
isles et nous aurons de la . fari.ne qucioue la sortie 

. n'en sera, pas perniis suivant les apparoncssj. C'est 
ce qui rondTci le re tour des navlres qui viendront 
ice fort mauvais. Elles vavit 16 (livres) le quintal. 
ce sera a vous a me mander s'il en sera sort! 
quantite d.e Bordeaux pour St.. Dc-i-iing'ue car il n.e 
Taudroit pa.s j'orcer cur cet;le j:;arch>mdj.Le o'il y 
en avoit ete beaucoup attenciu quo celle de Canada 
n« si veut qu'a son defaut.--^

' iwde (Treat play of Bigot's promise that the jgociete

would have flour for tlie Indies even though its export K,d£>:ht be
116 

banned. This v:as purported to show that Bigot had. no 'compunction -in

breaking even his o\vn regulations and foreshadov/ed even more serious 

crime's against, the welfare of the colony in the early fifties when

115. ibid*
116. P.B.A.F., i. 524-525.



grain shortages were' severe. Quoting Courville's n^feoire, Fregault

alleged that Pean owned large granaries full of cereals destined

117 Tor the Indies* His claim, however, that Bigot permitted his

friends to export grain inepite of the prohibition which v?as not.
1 i o

in tact, procjlair.ed until the 19 .March, 1751, A " is inadequately 

substantiated. Apart from La Jonquiere J B complaint to Rouille on

the 5 May, .175i. that he had. had to intervene to present too large

119 a shipment of flour to Isle Hoyale, jn fulfilinc-nt on an official

commitment, Pregault produced no eviderce to con fir;;! his view-, 

• FuTthenaore, if it ?;as only-a question of the odd boatload of flour, 

such a small volume of exports would ha-v-; ra.«de little difference to 

the general level of supplies in Canada end can "be seen as one of 

the perquisites of office. Nor was .6i£ot utterly ruthless in his 

attitude toward the commodity because he did write that, 'il ne 

faudroit pas forcer sur cette marchandi&e,' What appears.to "be 

conclusive evidence against the claim that Bi^ot broke hie ov/n 

regulations is his letter of the 4 ^y»- -752 to C-radis. Referring 

to the Reno_2;2iee_ he wrote:

S'il. venoit je trouverois le -inoyen de luy fa ire 
fairs un voyage par un extraordinaire qui est 
survenu. Car pour 1'envoyer aux isles il n'y a 
ici n'y morue n'y farine a y porter-la recolte 
rnarxquQnt, tons manque, 120

.Fregault also made great capital out of Bigot ! B letter of the 

22 October, 1748, 121 for it dnforned Gradis that due to a fall in

117. Memoires sur le Canada depuis 1749 jasqu'A 1760? En 
trois parties.; avec cartes et plans lithographies, 
Qiiebec 1873, p. 1, 185? cited by Frtlfiardt, ibid., p. 387.,

118. Archives-de Quebec:. Inventairo cies Ordonnances c.es
Intendonts, 3, i5~G * Ro^ eci * > "Bfc£;.uoeville, 193-9, PP« .155-156

119. AC, Oil A, 97? P* ?-7-
120. CPA., MG18 G8(l). .
121. I^regault, F.?.,A.?., i. 325,
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the price of eat), de vie to only five or six Irvrejs a. j^fJJ^ it locked 

.as if he would have been exposed to a 'heavy loss* Consequently 

Bigot:

fait prendre trois pieces pour le iloy quo Mr* 
estebe m'a -d.it vous restes en pure perte a 
10 (iivres) la v(elte). II vous en erivera sar;s 
dout.e 1«?

Bigot also did the same favour for the Sieur Caaibeiy, a friend of 

his, whom he had provided with a letter of introduction to the 

Gradis cHid whom the Gradis had supvl-ied v/ith the six t4&ces in 

question. Ccuabery, by the way, reappeared in the correspondence of 

1755 . In a letter of the 5 May, 1755 Bi^ot v-as told thet he had 

freighted a ship v/ith 7/ine and spirits on hit: o?.n accoimt, i'or ^hich 

the Gradis had lent him the money and their signature. Its goal T.as

Louisbourg but should the market be cleprec-eed there ho intended to

125 sail on to Quebec. Writing to Prevost ; the cpiunin^egi.r^ojr^nj

at Isle Royal© •. on the 25 May, 1?55 > Gradis told him that Le Cambery 

was recoraaended' to hini "by Bigot and va^ed the ordonn^.tejur '

de luy rendre tous les services qui dependront 
de vous et de luy procurer la defaitte la 'plus 
a van tags ux ae la paectillo qu'il & port! dans 
le batiirent dans lequel il passe* ̂ -^4

The total investment «as 10,781 ^iY^HS.? ^7 J^olS' which was insured at
' 12S 

449 liyrf^s upon which Gradis was charging 4 7° interest*

FroiTi this evidence it is epta'olirhed ib-it 'Bigot v;arj prc^.iared to 

grant favours at the expense of the Crown to his friends and. that he- 

had no hesitation in recorc.a;ending them to his collesf-i\es 5 proposing 

that they give the;.i the same treatment* So, Bi,<.;ot lied to the court 

when he asserted that ho had never ordered or even insinuated that

122. CPA.j'MGlfl C8(l).
.123. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook A:r;eriquej i. 483..
124. ibid., i. 53*
125. ibid., Gradis to Bigot, 2 June 1755, i. 53a-



I ( •

the Gradis merchandise, receive preferential treatment* His appeal 

of 1773 maintained that the biased nature of the proceedings had left 

him with no alternative:

.Si le S. Bigot a nie au pr.oces le.s dif ferentes 
eoeietes jiisqu'a ce qu'cn lu.i en ait rapporte les 

. preuves, c'est par un autre rrincipe, II avoit 
tout a rtKiouter de la CoamiPL-ion qu'on c: vo.it formee 
pour le Juger. 11 ne doutoit pas qu'on ne lui 
fit .un cringe £es chose s let plus inriocente^. • 11 
craignait avec -raibon que so: A interei dano' le 
coiri'aerce du Ce^ada rie lui fut repi'ocha par .den 
Juices prev^nus et ne donna! lieu a des recherches 
ini'inies qui en prolon^tant 1 'instruction Jtarnis- 
eroient sa captivite, I-'evenenisnt n'a que trop 
justifie sea crair?.ts. Lorsque le 'co^nieroe du Sr* 
Bigot a et-e cor. un et aye re au. procls, on en a fait 
un corps de del:it grave, independaeent de la 
s-urvente qui ^eule pouv-^it eLrc-.- criiii.lnelle*^-27

It is by no means sure. -that -Bigot can "be condemned for having; 

favoured certain individuals over others* At least as far as 

Cambery v/as concerned his recominendtiticn va.s similar to those of 

the private merchants who ^fire constantly recommending ^no r,r.ctl'.c;r 

to their friends in other ports. As ht; arguefi. in the case of 

Claverie, the mere granting, of protection is no proof of self interest:

co;:-<;:ent pourroit-on en conclure qu'ii-etoit associe 
dans la ma i son de Ulr-yerie? Ne povivoit-il done 
protegsr et le sieur Claverie et son Commerce, &r.vs 
et re interes.se avec lui? Tous les gens en place 
qui protegent des subal terries, ne les protegent- 
ils-que parce quails sont associes avec eus? 
Sent~on jusqu'ou va le ridicule de cc-tte proposition 
qi).and .on 1'rivnnce? J)eja t; :! Ic cieur Bi^ot <. 

•• civ. que ce /."agacin contenoit les I'archandi'oes les 
plus propres au service, non-seuleiitent il a pu, 
ma is il a dn lui dormer la preference. Q.u^nd. cette 
maison n'aurait pas eu la euperiorite, il airroit 
suffi qu'elle cut 1'egalite, poiuque 1'Intendant 
eut pu lui fa ire cet a vantage* li.ntre deux Four- • 
nisseurs-, qui peuv^ent eg^leiuerit rsinplir les besoins 
du Service, peut-on con tester a I'.Intendant le 
droit de choisir 'celui qu'il ju.f;e a propos,.. 
ll'est-il pas me^e utile au hien du Service, qu ! il 
ait cette faculte et avec la plus grande et-;:ndue. 
quand ce ne seroit que pour .lui donner le moyen

126. Meaoire,Francois Bigot, ii. 43.
127. Memoire, Francois Bigot, 1773, PP- 79a~80.



d'exciter I 1 emulation, par I'esperance d'etre re­ 
compense d'une fournitu/.'e faite avec fidelite 
et avec s£.le, par une fourniture prochaine plus. 
considerable et plus. utile. 128

• Of cour.se, if colonial administrators 'were to be trusted v/ith 

such .powers then it was essential that their integrity should "he 

established. Yet, it -was precisely that Bigot had consistently 

shown a greater concern for his own and his friends' interests than 

for those of the Crown that was the chief allegation against him. 

His attitude, however, toward the quality of merchandise lie v;as 

^ prepared to receive into the stores would appear to vindicate him 

'in this regard.- On the 22 October, 17.48, having informed Gradis of 

the concession on the spirits, Bigot v^nt on to complain that the 

cloth Gradis had sent on the Pavi d ;

ne valent rien et per.sorine n'en veut. Ce-la 
merite attention.

Apart from the observation that this shows clearly that at least a 

portion cf the Gradis shipments were sold, to private individuals,' 

it is to be emphasised that in this case, Bigot did not offer to go 

to Gradis 1 aid and purchase it for the stores* On the contrary, 

Gradis was ^.drsonished:

-Ayes attention ,je VOUG prie que tous ces papiers 
(for the office), soient du rr.eilleur. et que vos 
etoffes aint-i que. tout ce qui est compris dans 
la rremoire so it du bori sans qv-oi tout, reste'rois 
a pure perte^-^^

This was by no r>eans an isolated car-e. In 1752 to take another 

example, Bigot v?as furious ^ith Gradis for having dif;p"-tched some of 

the goods in a flute, a design not at all vie 11 adapted to the navig-iition 

of the Saint . Lawrence . When the boat finally arrived he discovered 

that 150 Quarts of -flour \vere damaged by w?rter and the v/beat had

'128. Memoire, Pranpois Bir,ot» 1763, ii- 89* 
129* CPA., MGia G8(l).



272.

developed an odour, Ke 'V.'HS a.lso ch'.s pleased with the v/ine Gradis had 

shipped- that season. The quality of previous shipwents had be on 

*le laeillenr 1 but this one:

ne vaut rien et e'est le p-oins bon de tout eel-ay 
qu± est entre dans la colonies. II ne faut que cela 
arrive' da vantage. 130

'Another rebuke v/as administered -on the 14 October, 1752:

. Je vou8 envoye la. nieiaoiro de rnes provisions. Ayes 
^(vre^blo de lea foire coupler avec du "bon oar vos
ootnis qui ont ce detail n'en u sent. pas tou jours do

1 4l -»••»•-•

. It \vas alleged at the trial that Gratis' shipments " ;vere purchased 

at prices higher than those current in the colony, that dates of 

receipt were falsified -in order to conceal the ftalversatnons/and tr^at 

Bigot insured that Gr&dis paid no customs duties on the gpoas enterin t'=- 

C,Hiebec. On the question of false dating of car£<o reception, if it 

vcs perpetrated in -the early years of the decade, it would appear to 

.have been extinguished "by 1759- In a 'letter of the 5 February $ 1759' 

to Jtescheneaux, Gradis' agent in Quelssc, v/ho v<as also Bigot's secretary 

Gradis gave' the impression that he could not ali/ays depend upon the 

ready sale of his goods in Quebec, In this case he was discussing a 

shipment of wine he had had dispatched from Cadix. After having 

Observed that the captain was instructed to apply to Beseheneux:

pourque voua luy procuries des moyens de faire 
une bonne vente,

he &.ddedj

soit qxie dans le cas contraire, le Capitaine 
Iriant ne peut luy nierrc vendra sa car^aicon et 
qu'il fut de nos interets qu'il la laissat pour 
s'en revenir en franee; dans ce cas nous scinirres 
bien assures de votre attenti.cn et de vos soins 
pour saifir le terns le plus favorable .a nous en 
tirer le party le plus• avant

130. Ibid., 14 August, 1 November 1752.
131. Ibid.
132. :. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook ^merique, ii, 11.
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No more was Brlard able to count upon an assured disposal of 

his merchandise even in 1754, let alone benefit from falsified 

invoices. On the 17 March, 1755 Gradis told him he was sorry to 

learn that owing to the late arrival of the Entreprennant at Quebec

at the end of June 1754, Brlard had been unable to sell most of the
153 cargo of salt pork and that this had occasioned him a serious loss.

Although in the same letter to Brlard, Gradis expressed his pleasure 

that returns on the Renommee's cargo of 1754» 'o&t passe nos 

esperances•, and went on to thank him:

d*avoir fait recevoir dans les magasins du Hoy 
toutes les marchandises et boissons dont etoit 
composee la cargaison de la Renommee. 134

such privileged treatment could not be taken for granted. Indeed, 

he was under the impression that the efforts of his captain, Rozier, 

could make a difference to the success of the enterprise, since on 

the 20 April, 1755 he hoped that Rozier would have:

tire* un bon party de tout ce que vous avies et 
que la crainte de la guerre que nous prevoyons 
bien fondle, fait valoir la marchandise un grand 
prix raporte en le produit en lettres de change 
et faittes en sorte de les obtenir au plus court 
terms qu'il vous sera possible. Nous contons que 
vous avez faitte tous vos efforts pour tacher d f ob­ 
tenir quelques frets.^35

Rarthermore, in a letter of the 8 July, 1755 to Breard, Gradis gave 

the impression that he believed that the quality of goods embarked 

upon the Renommle bore some relation to the price that would be 

accorded:

Nous esperons...que tout ce qui composoit son 
chargement se sera trouvl d'une belle et bonne 
qualitl ce qui en aura ocasionnl une defaite 
prompte et avantageuse.^36

Not only Gradis but also Bigot believed that it was the generally

133. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, i. l6a.
134* It was a jarivilege which was repeated in 1755* Gradis Corres­ 

pondence, Copybook Amerique, Gradis to Brlard, 30 August 1755» 
i. 86a.

135. ibid., i.
136. ibid. f i.



high quality of the Gradis' goods which permitted the JTilendant to 

continue to favour them. On the 14 .August, 1752 he wrote:

I.-;(escieu)rs les jrarchands ont ete bien e tones de 
voir retourner cette ennee la Renocmee. Si vous 
•n'avies pas fait d'aus-sc bonne fou.rn5.ture ct; - celles 
qua vous ares fait je suia pcrsua^ qu'on sure it

' ' A ! • "*i "X*/
eu egard aux plain tes con tiri^G du isenie.-'-^'

And Bigot's claim that quality had alleys been the associates' first 

concern is borne out by the correspondence. Gradis vrrote no more 

than the truth on the 10 Karen, 1757 r-hcu he pro tasted to Ei^-oti

Noun n'avons epargne ni peines ni rsoins et inoi 
encore 1' ardent pournue le tour? :.'ut do la plu 
pariaitte q^alite.J-^^

/..nd this was no piruple feat. As he werit on to ob

Jojuais la mareharidise n'a ete e.usr,i rare cm'elle 
1'a/ete cette aiinee. Si nous ne .nous eussicns 
pas prevenu ds 1'avp-nee d'uno p-irtie de ces four- 
nitures il nous auro.it ete de toute icipossibilite 
de pouvoir,

Typical of the standards he required frow his s

in a letter to the 'Rouen merchant Le I«'oine s on the 11 October, 1757

sur les assurances reltereey. que vouo nous aves - 
doruie que noun aurioris lieu d'etre satisfa.it soit 
pour la belle et bonne qualiie ua la iiiarchandise 
.eomr.e pour le Loer.agernent dans le prix de chaque . 
article nous avons 1'honneur de vpus remettre les 
memoires ci jointe que nous vous prions d'exe cuter 
le "plus proniptenient qu'il vous srira posBiblo.^-39

That Gradis had to T/a^e a constant battle to maintain his high 

•standards 'of quality js evident from the letter of the 24 February, 

1758 "written to de Yienrie, "the £^^^£:^;sj?AB. a *' Q^ ebec:

'Nous s.orsrnes aus.si surpri s (]xi'e tonnes Ces 
releves de^ fectu.res de nos envoy es par les navires 
le-Jazon, le -Dyvid, le president le Berth on et du 
Hobuste des faux chargem<?ntc< et d-e la oupercberie

137* CPA.., KG18 G8(.l).
133. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook A;;:driaue, i. 162*
•139- Gradis Correspondence, Copybook. Europe, ill* 438*
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de nos fournisseurs auxquelies en particulier nous 
•avons fait passer ces erreurs. qui nous assurent que 
leurs ball^s et.caisses doivent ae troirver conf crises 
aux factares. Nous avons eu 1'honneur de vous 
Eiarquer 1'annee d(erni)ere que ces bailee, caisses 
et Boucaudes ne sont pas ouvortes lorj?quclles nous . 
pa.rviennent pour pouvoir en i'aire la verification, 
lilies nous arrivent dans le moment au'.il if.au I lea-f

erabarquer et vcus deves ju^er l.ar. s'il nous seroit 
possible dan.s ce terns precieiiz ou nous devon-o faire 
partir HOE: nav.ires de pouvoir e:::ar:iner et veriffier 
la qualite et la quaritite d.e chaque article et
voir si la chose est conforine ftiix factures que *N " 
iserae quelques-unes rie nous parviennent qu'apres
3.e chargsinent den niarGh-mdiserr. et 1 'expedition 
de nos navires.-MO

Ac if sharp business practic-es v/ere not enough for (.-radis to

hp.ve to contend \vith, theft; on the deck:? appears to have? been a
l/'l 

.serious problem as v"ell. "r" In fact, the entire correspondence

testifies to a uniformly dedicated attention to detail by the 

Gradis and a determination to supply only the best quality produce, 

Bigot "srould appear to have hit upon the essential when on the 14 

October, 1752 he promised Gradis'that:

Si vous continues a bien servir je suis persuade 
que le Minictre vous conservera cette fourniture 
etant de 1'interet du roy qu'^-lle soit faite par 
un seul et non a 1'adjudication.»^-''^-

As to the charge that Bigot and his friends, monopolized ail

the government contracting, the prosecutor not only underestimated

14 "5the pressure exerted upon EisOt by the Canadian merchant co-rjounity"

but also manipulrited the evidence in such a v;ay as to hold Bigot 

responsible on the one hand for having in one policed tiae supplies and 

on the other for having ordered less than a full year's supply from 

'Gradis in order to create shortages and by that means push up the 

prices. The Keroi^ '-was' quite ridrjt to observe th&t playing by the 

court's .sen.se of justice, Bigot's?

140. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook te'rique, i. "30a, 231 a 
.141. See above: -p. 100-101, 

, MG18 G8(l).
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situation etoit clone bien critique? II ne pouvoit 
ni multiplier les envois de Gradis, sans etre 
accuse de monopole, ni les diminuer, sans passer 
pour vouloir etablir la

The court also spent a lot of time discussing allegedly 

fraudulent payments Bigot authorized for freights between Quebec 

ana Isle Hoyale both for the Cr&dis* boat, J£ J^jJQEyaee- and for a 

number of smaller boats supposedly otmed b,y -a .consortium including, 

in various combinations: Ei#?:ot.t Breard, Vtetete, P&m, and Varin, 

• Ihe case for the prosecution was glossed by ixlgot's i^^lZf:. as 

being:

que le sieur Bigot a fait payer au Hoi un fret 
trop considerable pour le Vaisseau la rJcnor.^ee , . 
par lequel il -envoyoit des ap].'rovisionnenents a • 
I'lsle Royale. II a fait payer ce fret 15,000 
.liv(res) par voyage ou 50 liv(re&) par tonn^au* 
Ces-deux frets etoient se^blablec rour le pre~ 
niier Navire la Re nominee; il etoit du port de 300 
tonneaux* . « •

Mais on a pretendu que le Bfitiirient n'avoit 
pas toujourfo eu sa charge coEJplette; et pour le 
prouver on a rapporte deux ex traits des re&istres 
de Hecett'3, tenues au Ka^asin general de Louis- 
bourg pour 1'armee 1750; desquelB il re suite qu'en 
deux voyages le Navire la Renoinmee n'avoit dispose a 
Louis bourg -qu'unc; charge de 438 tonr.Gaux, au lieu 
de 600 Cju'i.1 aurcit du porter,

Bigot defended hiuiself on the grounds that the registers of Louisbourg 

provided no real proof of the charge, that even if they did it •was 

not his responsibility but rather that of the officers of the port of 

Quebec, and finally, that even they would have had difficulty policing 

the .shipments due try the endemic frauds in the ina.riti.rre traffic* In. 

the light of pages 75 £-nd T» above, Bigot's spf-oulation vould appear 

to be v/ell founded that:

Peut etre aussi le Capitaine cie I'Eqiiip.-^-e et 
d'autres perscnnfcs, y auront. charge^des effets. 
qu'ils vouloiont faire transporter u 1'Ieie Key ale.

144« Kemoire, Francois Bifjot, ii. 62, 65 *
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Ce sont des fraudes, qui ne sorit que trop fre- 
quent.es dans les traversees, et que 1'Intand.ant 
.ne peut scavoir 'qu'autant qu'on -I'-en in-struit*

This may have sounded rather unconvincing to the court and yet 

the evidence of the Gradis correspondence contradicts the theory 

that Bigot was indifferent to the Crown's' interest in such shipping 

•contracts, On 'the .14 August, 1752, for example, although he informed 

Gradis that he had procured a couple of cargoes for Gradis' boat, 

'tne £HIiiiSl^^I?^HIS.» -'e earned him that he would not repeat the 

favour again. Instead, he had ordered the ^-^^.oraateiir of Louisbourg 

to send £iii3.-dJL_yj[5 and J^^la^e to Baye Yc-rte from .Isle Rcyale sines it 

cost half .as. ranch as at. Quebec* Ho admitted that this would har.T: hie 

own interests hut insisted: • .

je suls oblige de faire pour les interets ciu Hoy 
tout coinriif- pour les miens .M&

Another indication that Bigot v/as not prepared to grant all of 

his friends' importunities arose in the correspondence of 1757* 

Returning; from England in 1756* the J^cr^ce had run aground resulting 

in damat;as for ??hich Gradis had requested reir^'bursor-ient from the Cro^n 

on the pretext that the so .damages T/ere incurred during a return voyage 

after having disembarked English prisoners. 'in exchange for- French. 

Although there are many examples of the minister according damages to. 

shipper!; under similar circumctFincec; j>r inctrince, tl'e dam?,^,1 s GO
14 7 

insistently solicited by Rasteau for the . j?erle_ in 1739 'or by

Gradis, himself, for the Rpjbu^te in 1757 »' Bigot decided that the claim 

for the _Ren_o!r£ief e v?as not vrorthy of consideration* In K letter of 

the 19' 'November, Gradis, having: thanked the i_nten_da^.t for procuring 

them 13,273 livres for 'Is Re ter demerit A Plymouth de >:otre. Naviro

145. H^oire, Francois I3igot,.ii. ?2-74
146. CFA., MG18 G8(l). .
147» See AM., IE, vols 6.9, +
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la Renoffiiaee 1 , went on to observe with regret:

Puisque vous n'aves pas juge que les avories faittes 
a ce Navire a 1'occasion de ces divers eehouements 
ne doivent pas nous etre payees par le Roy il faut 
s'y conformer.-48

Nor, it would 'appear, was 'Bigot each an easy nark as the 

prosecution maintained in the distribution of letters of exchange.-. 

The charge against him wao that in 1753 he had arranged for the 

Gradis to he given:

des lettres de change au premier terrao, pour une 
portion plus considerable que le tiers de ce qui 
leuretoit; du; et qu'en 1755, il lea a fait payer., Q 
en entier, en lettres de change :-ra premier terrue.

Although there is no doubt but that he favoured Gradis in the drav:in^ 

of the exchange, this favouritism .knew definitely imposed limits-

On the 17 March, 1755? Gradis complained about, 'les echayences (qui)

150 n'eussent pas ete sy longues'. J V/riting; to Descheneux on the 1

February, 1759 Gradis was unhappy once again:

. • Nous auric.is cru que les revises que vous 
nous aves faittes auroient etc a des tern-es plus 
nioderes, .mais puisque vous ne nous aves pas except© 
de la loy co.Turiune, il faut bien croire q.u'il n'y ......
a de favour pour personne et qua chacun doit li'i subir, ^ "

As to the tv;o years in which the Gradis were favoured, Bigot*s 

defence 7/as that the Jr.nJ^eridajnt'.not only had. the right to exercise his 

ovm judgement in the distribution•of letters of exchango but was even 

justified in giving the Gradis the advantage because?

Des p^rconnes qui faisoient.les principales 
fournitures de la Colonie, meritoient, sans doute, 
quelque consideration. II y avoit d'ailleurs des 
habitant qui rapportoient de si petites scmnses en 
Billets de Caisse., pour ,etre convorties en Lettres 
de Change, qu'il n'etoit pas possible de leur en

148. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, i, 222a.
149- Mejnoire, .Francois Bigot, ii. 74-
•150, Gradis Correspondence-, CopybooK Amerique, Gr^dis to Ereaid,

i, 17, 
151. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, ii, 1.0*
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ielivrer en trois teraies: en les leur expedioit 
payables au second; elles I;; it? so lent un vuide 
ians eel les du premier terrae*-*.^

Considering the sustained efforts of the Gradis to-secure-high quality 

goods and to dispatch them so that they reached the Colony as early

as possible; taking into account the great frustrations they experienced 

in procuring cre^s .and obtaining payment even of the letters of exchange 

which they held, 'Bigot ras justified in saying that they deserved 

special consideration. If Bigot himself profited, 'v?as not that the 

prerogative of a colonial intendant?

But if the _sp_ciete dujjlanada * was not a legitimate enterprise 

there romains the question of the rather dubious tactics used by 

Bigot to insinuate the Gradis into the position of official supplier 

of Canada. To begin vrith, it-must be. observed, that Bigot did not 

procure for them their -first contract to supply Canada because at 

the end of .December 1744 Gradis' dispatched the ^or^J-^l.?. to-Quebec 

on the king's account, • Again 5 in ~i.'J£6 the ^rt~jjou_ls_ was dispatched 

to Canada, this time as a part of Am^ille's fleet* The contract

stated that the 250 tons of goods were to ba remitted to Ilocquart,

155the in tend ant. ' J Both eailings were from Rochefort,, In the latter

case Gradis spent three months in Rochefort preparing the cargo and

so : it was at that time that he laid the basis of the ^ocj,ete__dii

156 >• * ~t. • Canada with Bigot, ^ In this respect the ^£2l^lji..JiH.J!i2j3^:± ^PJ-sars

as only an intensification of a trade.interast which had already 

received ministerial "blessing; especially since the minister-had for

152. Meraoire, Francois Bigot,;ii. 76-77* 
153« See above, p. 264.
154. Archives du Port de Bordeaux, re/> 3-2.J, Series Colonies, 

. • Maurepas to Rostan, Versailles, 4 and 14 December 1744 ' 
cited.by Maupassant, op*cit. p. 50*

155. Ibid., p..32.
156. Ibid., p. 37,
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long been most unsatisfied with the services of the La Rochelle 

.merchants and had been eager to find alternate sources of supply/

If the association was legitimate then why was Bigot so 

evasive in his initial correspondence with the minister regarding 

the Gradis connection? On the 22 October> 1748 he told Gradis:

j'ai ecrit au mini sire que je vouo avois charg-3 
de ces fournitures parceque vcus 'avies xin navire 
qui venoit ici en droiture en prii me.„„Je faunae au 
ministre nue je vous<3 .paierai rici le prix du papier 
et ustenciles de ''bureaux, et qu'en outre vous aures 
votre coiii(iai£i^i}on» Ainsi convenes de la cnose 
•sur ce pie la.'

It might be argued that Bigot -was under no obligation to inform the 

minister that he was .associated with the Gr?.dis find tLnt the only 

part of the shipment which concerned Versailles ttas the paper but 

ttie picture is even more clouded by the role the Pasicaud's played in 

Canadian provisioning*

The prosecution believed that Bigot displaced them by devious 

means in order to put himself and his colleagues jn the position to

profit illicitly through the supply of the Royal stores. The

159Dernier^ Jugeme rit, quoted the minister J « letter of the 11 April,

1749 v:hich approved Bigot's decision:

de cont.inuer de charger le sieur Fascaud, ?Teg~ 
ociant a La Fochelle, des fournitures a faire 
clans les jnagasins du Roi,

and which, also noted the minister's approval of Brlgot's decision to 

charge the Gradis, 'des fournitures des ustenciles de Bureau.' On the 

8 October, however, Bigot informed the rrinister:

qu'il ne profitera pas cette c,nnee (1749) ĉ e la 
permission que jVi, de Faurepas lui avoit dobneo 
de s'adresser au Sieur I-Y.:;:caud pour lea fournitures 
du n/,gasin et qu'il a etc online d'en acheler d;-;us 
la Colonie pour .fournir Montreal et les postes,

157- See above, Chapter IV, end •esi^oifilly p. 15^.
158. CPA., KG18 G8(l).
159. BK, . -4° Rn 2990(2). Ju/^inent rendu Souveraincront et en dcrni'.-r 

ressort dans 1 'affaire du Canada, 10 ^cyir.ber 1763; Farin, l?-r >!5t
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•Bio letter was quoted as going on to say:

jqu'il-y avoit de lJ-av;.ait«xge pour, le Roi d'aeheter 
a Quebec les Darchsndises pour son service, que 
la nolonie en etoit pourvue pour trois ans, et 
.qii'elles ne revlendrcient peait-etre pas si chores 
qu'a les prendre en France, en payaht la commis­ 
sion et le fret,

and he concluded: .

Je charge encore le sieur GradiL-.: (qui a arme a 
Bordeaux le printers dernier) iles rn.emes fGarni­ 
tures de Bureau, s'en etant .bien acquit to cette

It is difficult to see exactly \vhat the court, made of these 

proceedings* If the purpo.se rae merely to dispose of Paseaud as the

•official supplier in order to nske all purchases locally,, in other 

words, covertly from Gr.uc]is; then why did Bigot bother to arrange 

an official contract for Gradis to supply office materials? Periieps 

Bigot v/ished to accustom the minister to purchasing from Gradis In 

order to ease him into .the post of official purveyor, 'bnt'..h«'vin>T

•worked at uochefort Birot ^u.st have kno^n that the lainister v?as 

eager to replace the La Koebelle merchants with a more honest source 

of supply; so, why .should he adopt such tortuous Means? Trie minister 

did not make any difficulty about charging Gradis with the office 

supplies, so v/Ly should he object to giving hiru the contract in 

entirety? Is it possible that Bigot had honestly come to believe 

that supplies could be obtained raore economically in Quebec than frou 

La Rochelle?

As if the question was not sufficiently complicated, John 

Bosher has pointed out that Goguet was for long Parcaud'c agent at 

Quebec. If, however,. Bigot eased Pascaud out of his lucrative supply 

trade, then why was Goguet so friendly v:ith Sigot and the Gradis? 

Where did Goguet and Fascaud fit into the aff:2J,r£?"V Not only, as

160. Bosher to 'the author, 'Toronto, 5 I&y 1978-
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,Bcsher maintained, did Cogue t hold Isrge sums of money for Bx^ot, 

Breard and Cadet, "but he also disposed of the .furs Bigot, Breard 

and Estebe sent him and acted as Gradis' agent in La Rochelle* 

It was -Cogue t', .for example who disposed of the .jjnjrp.prGnarrt, a 

'ship .belonging to Breard, J ~ and who in 1757 re-equipped the

Hobuste which had limped into .La Robhelle after an encounter with

163the enemy. •

Despite Bigot's insistence that €radis f goods should be only 

of top quality and his reluctance to meet all of Gradis 1 demands 

for favours, it is not certain to what extent the associates 

believed themselves to be -compromised 'by the relationship. One of 

the most embarrassing questions which the court put to Breard was 

•S7hether.it v;as not true that in 1749 he had. written to Gradis 

rebuking him for having put the invoices for the Renommee^ under, his 

name:

'vu qua cela etoit contraire a rnon etat de Contro- 
leur, qua si cela parvenoit au. Ministre, j'en 
auroit du de^

He 'had to adrc.it to this but 'parr led feebly saying that in 1749 he 

di.d not know the extent to which his activities were justified by 

law and custom. So, he thought he had to go about his business' "being 

careful to .observe, 'les docences', since he thought the permission 

to trade was only tacit, ^

Even Gradis appeared to be reluctant to discuss too openly v;ith 

Breard their mutual business. On the 25 February, 1755 he wrote; 

Nous ne vous en-tretiendrons point de nos affaires

161. Heisoire, Francois Bigot, ii. 104; I'lcoire, Estebc, p. 379,
162. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Aiuorioue, to Breard, 17 ir.arei

1755, i- 16.
163. Gradis Coj'respondence, Cor-yboo]: Tvurope, u'radin to Oof,iiot,

11 Jane,'2 July, 1757,. iii« 245? ??2. 
Meiaoirc, Breard, . p..8l.



nous reservons de le fa ire Par l'a<ay (Bigot) K'en 
parle pas je vous prie,^°5

Be side-D yielding a few tuore examples of this sort of 'exhortation, 

the correspondence is peppered with references to 2^1S1!SL -as a^°v-7 

which referred variously to Bigot, Brea.rd, Plan, de Villers and

•even to La Riviere. 'This, to the jaundiced eye might smok of 

deliberate attempts to conceal the identity of these individuals 

should the. letters fall into .the wrong hands. And finally a letter 

of the 15 -July, 1?55> ^.dressed to Bijrot has h~d all but the last 

phrase of a paragraph utterly effaced v/ith the. sa&e ink which wrote 

it. So, it .must have been done relatively shortly after it v/a« 

copied into the book; perhaps during the trial. ° Obviously the 

paragraph dealt with ;sor.e co.mroercial undertaking that Gradis 

preferred history and. perhaps the prosecutor to ignore.

Y/hether a single effaced paragraph in a correspondence of 

several thousand pages is sufficient evidence upon v?hicu -?• c~~""rlT 4: 

.Gradis of bad faith is doubtful, what is beyond doubt is his 

enormous energy deployed for over a decide in the service of the

• Crow.-?, his de -I •? ruination to supply nothing but the highest quality

165. Gradls Corresponder.ee, Copybook •Arnericme, i. 13.
166. I arn ii'.ost particularly grateful, to M. .Eenri Gradis

for the confidence he reposed, in r.e, having permitted 
use to re'..''c'^e the volume to the Centre de reej...orcjhej3 s>ir 
la corir^;rva y^r^ ̂ /-.^ocvunentp ;£.:raphiqi.-'^s_ in on attempt 
to read the paragraph with the aid of .ultra-violet and 
infra-red light* Since it vas effaced with the same 
ink which wrote the original, .neither technique yielded 
positive results; nor did the technician hold cut any 
hope that it. might be read with X-Ra,y because it was 
KG heavily effaced that the ink had in Rome places 
burned .right through the paper* Ac A';. Eenri commented, 
'Leo Gradis sont iralins, ils 1'ont fait expres pour 
taccuiner les historians cunadieria!' The last v-'ords 
read, 'ot cu'il en f. pat-se le Contract.' Gradis Cor­ 
respondence, Copybook Amerique, i. 7$,
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goods on time;and at fair prices, end the grtat difficulties he 

experienced in staving off bankruptcy as his reward for such 

dedicated service.

As to the profits of the soci£te_du O^na-da which vras •wound up 

on the 16 February, 1736, Gradis' letter to Bigot of the 24 February, 

1758 specified the same figure for the net profit, 902,505 livres,
"1 '^7

as .had been reported to the _Chatelet, Ju0 ' Whether this was justified 

was debated at great length. Both Br^ard and Estebe prouuoed 

lengthy testimonials on the subject, but the best, that can be said 

is that their arguments'were inconclusive; and the court preferred 

not'to attempt to refute th*;ir claims. If this silence can be 

interpreted as tacit admission that the sum named was not pri^a 

facie evidence of extortion, then, the Gradis must be cleared of any 

lingering suspicion that they might have participated in any 

illicit profits- 

Unfortunate ly» it can not be said thr?t the correspondence 

clears Bigot in quite such a categorical way. Intimate though they 

Y/ere, Bi&ot did not confide all of his concerns to Gradis, nor did 

be -necessarily explain wt-n those decisions which immediately effected 

him, J?'or example, the first hint that Gradis received that different 

arrangements were being n<ade in Quebec to provision the Royal Stores 

was in the autumn of 1?5^ v/hen Eigot-infoi^ied him only that he ras 

retrenching, the flour, wine, and spirits frorr, the order for the 

following spring:

par la dernier me no ire de ']. Bigot il a ete suprinie 
. le vin, eau do vie, farine. Ce d(ornie)re article 
etoit de 5 milie barrils dont le kinistre nous 
a difqu'il disposeroit et qu 1 II-nous dorinT.rons 
en ??on terns ses ordres. Les er'trcvreneirrs qui 
doivent fournir les vivreR pourroit bier, etre 
la dupe de 1'entreprise qu'ils ont fait a C>ueboc

167^ ibid., p*
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car le vin, eau de vie et autre.a chose." necessaires 
seront bien cheres en Canada, 1^8

Obviously, Breard was not. forthcoming about the arrangements for 

January discovered Gradis pumping La Riviere for details. On the 

11 January, 1757 he observed:

On charge- das farin.es, lard, e^.udevie pour une 
Comp(agni)e qui a fait une trait te pour fournir 
les troupes en Canada, ce que Mr, Bigot a passe 
suivant les ordres d.u J^nislre.' Vous clove s en 
..avoir eu connoistsance. J

Also, Gradis returned to .Breard with a rcore direct question. Having 

noted that Desclaux. Jaure.s, and others were hiring ships rather . 

recklessly for the enterprise, he -asked:

Vou.s auroit-on n>arcjue los cor:ditionrj de ce traite? 
Au surplus I'acii de Quebec no^s a 'mande que ce 
traite. etoit. avantageux au Roy,

So, it is ent.irely possible that Bi^ot cculd have been involved 

in serious criminal activity without Gradis having knowledge of it, 

It is possible even that Bigot and Breard made large illicit profits 

on the Gradis supplies through' the interposition of the Claverie 

enterprise* Estebe testified that:

jes."fourni.ture,3 de la 1,'alscn de Claverie, modi- 
ques en el les nerves so trouvent enfleen sur les 
registres des Magasiris du Pvoi.par des fournitures 
particulieres den Marchandises eiivcyees au Sieur 
Bigot et au Sieur Breard par le oix-ur Gradis., 
negociant de Bordeaux, et que cette . intendant et 
ce Controleur faisoient declarer et ecrire en 
recette soua le nor; do Clawvie de .Quebec*^-^

But like the Varin testimony, Estebe 's story was challenged at almost 

every point by Breard and Bigot so as r-o make the truth very difficult 

to ascertain. VvTiat is unequivocal is that Bigot re,gnlarly insisted 

upon high quality goods, prompt "delivery and "believed in' regarding .

168. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Europe, Gradis to-Breard, 
15 December 1756, ii. 353*

169. ibid., p. 453. 
1?0. ibid., p, 457. 
171• Memo ire, E 3 tebe, p * 3 3 2.
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loyal service generously but only within reason. If he engaged in 

trade, he did so discreetly and in his ccrrespohdence with Gradis s 

at any rate, he insisted that he had to consider the interests of 

the Crov.?n before those -of his ovm. This is not the portrait of a 

ruthless opportunist prepared to sacrifice- all other interests in 

the pursuit, of his own ends. It would take another hundred 

thousand•• words to.do justice to the testimony from the trial. Let 

the examination of 'Varin's claiiiis suffice to shov; that the briefs 

can only be .used with the greatest circumspection. If the evidence 

can not be judged to vindicate Bigot, no n.ore can it be said to 

convict him convincingly. A more objective court vrould have 

dismissed the case for.-.lack of conclusive evidence*
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. CONCLUSION

If the evidence presented to the trial can not bo said to have 

proved Convincingly the individual charts laid against the 

Canadian administrators , it is not on the other hand tenable to 

argue that the nans of allegations. against officialdom were ground" 

loss* Mor can it be said that the minister ignored the fraudulent 

practice prevalent at all levels in the Marino. Chc-uld any doubt 

remain on that score it must "be dispelled by a memorandum. found in 

the Kaurepafj papers* Dated 1743 and entitled, A!^mpj.r@_ r^.r .les Rbita 

^ane la Marine #st stir J.@s moy^n^i d ' y. J'^'^AS^') i-t ^-^^ ?',uj7?].:ri:rized by 

Filion in discussing: .

le peu de capacite des iutendants de la Larine, 
les malversations des i.ntendants dans les: colonies, 
le defaut de connaissance des coLtiriissaires generaux, 
1 ' ignorance, presque generale des officiers, le 
peu de discipline dans ce co.cps d'officiers et dans 
les. troue s de la M

Nor was it unique* -Another memorandum of the 2 December, 

observed:

1'etst ne pent plus payer ces dettet::, len equipages 
ne eont plus sdldec* Le Roi ect vole, la desti­ 
nation de ses fonds n'est Jajoais employee utileinent, 
Ce qu^un particulier ferait avec 60,000 livres il 
faut ajouter un zero quant il s*agit do Sa Hnjeste* 
ynis le irinl d^'-'ient plus teTribl'.? ouant au lieu de 
ben pain et aucsie dss autie p'l'G'vision^ ^ue le .Roi 
paye cher, le natelot et le ecoldat n^? trouvent 
sous Is dent, qu'im a:^is de terre, de sable et do 
farino.

So the minister, during the 1740*s and $0's was at least a\vare of 

the generalized 3arceny in the ranks even if he v/as not fnire exactly 

how to cope with it. As chapters I, III, IV ^nd V sbcv.ed his nominal

1. Murepae Papers, Cornell University, liasse 44: ci^-;d by r3iui*ic^ 
Filion^ liSj^j^e^j: J^cjii,2^^ 
do Canada* Editions Icme^c, Ott-^v^; 197?* p« vliJ*

2. AM.* G121, 'Obsei'vationK ^ur l«s nbur.? qui existtjirh dan^ la 
Marine: cited by Roqiiebrunc, op,cit,, p« 4^7*
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power was attenuated rapidly by distance from Versailles and his 

authority vas shared with hosts of regional .-vdiuiiiistrators each with 

their'own web of patronage and local interests to defend. Even at 

Versailles the minister \vas not severe-i^n, sharing authority with 

other-.ministers-'and of necessity :delocating most v;ork to his sub- 

ordinates. All -were imbued with the ethos of the personal monarchy, 

-f.end.inr: to regard their offices as their .property arid like HO w.zwf 

£I^^L-L-^U^l4:li;±I§ distrit/atJn^-'contracts and promotions to-their 

i/C.2Jill2££' '^''° is no ^ necessary to ir:^ rvlne any illicit tie between 

LJ.got and cle La Porte to explain Versailles reluctance to take action 

against him, iVr Bi^ot acted in Canada upun the ^in.e principl^B ri-ract-i 

a-l Versailles, principles he had imbibed through the territorially
'

minded Robe circles in «vhich his family moved ana sixteen years of 

apprenticeship in the domestic offices of the ICarine. Unless 

Versailles was prepared to admit that .the basis of its own organiz­ 

ation retired fundamental change in the direction of disciplined 

"bureaucracy, how could it consistently challenge its'own .methods 

applied "by its own delegate in Canada? Considering th3 inertia of 

adrnini strati on it is not Durprising that only a. .cftl^inity of the 

magnitude of the French losses during the Seven Years V/ar' galvanised 

the government into effective reforms. Whether it vas justified'in 

holding r>;i.£ot and his associates personally .responsible for actions 

that were only too coupon .is another question.

For corruption is a problem which has plagued every society at 

least since the venality of the Spartan Ephors, and continues to be 

H major pre-occupation of-today's le^islftors. Political philosophers 

from Aristotle to .iiachiavelli and Kfyucseau ;.'rc-,quen :':ly enphasised t>;r.it

3- Aristotle, The Politics, p. 77; Earnest Barker, ed., OUP., 1958.
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laws and institutions shape the citizen and set the bounds within 

which he can act. Therefore, the phenomenon of corruption in the 

French colonial system cannot be satisfactorily explained by 

ascribing it solely to the .greed of.perverted individuals. No 

doubt, besides the law of 1?60 which explicitly prohibited colonial 

officials from-engaging in trade and the accompanying-wage rises, 

.•some sort of judicial action against the Canadian officials was 

warranted if only to.prove =that the .government .meant'business. 

Having established, however, that Bigot began life with a small, •• 

though not insignificant,venture capital, that he -risked it in 

.Atlantic commerce repeatedly am earned a substantial portion of 

his fortune legitimately; the court's senter.ee depriving him of all 

his property was -emphatically a miscarriage of justice. Nor was 

banishment for life an appropriate reward for a man who not only 

had spent forty years in the service but .had been deemed worthy of 

the Kochefort intenda_ncv_ and had been sent back to Canada only 

because he was indispensable*

From jBigot's great reluctance to return to Canada it is clear 

that service in the colonies was to the European, a sort of bn.ni&'h- 

nieht itself. Therefore, it is not surprising that colonial officials 

believed they were entitled to profit on trade with the Crown as a 

form of hardship- pay. Life in Quebec or Kcivtieal in t"ie 1750's, v-hile 

materially secure, vvas hardly exciting and it is arguable tl-^t the 

royal officials had a duly to provide entertainment while maintaining 

the dignity of the Crown* This role Jjjgot filled superbly, although 

he may-have cost the Crown inore than-his predecessors, l^adame- 

Begon.recounted the impact he maclf upon the people of Quebec. On tho 

12 November, 1748 a couple of her friends had returned to Montreal:
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ires enihousi.asir.ee s des plaisirs de Quebec ou M. 
1'intendant fait danser & toute rjain.4

And .on the 15 • November she added:

Non niess.iei.irs de Quebec ne sont pas plus 
presses que-tu lea a viieo, cher .fills, de r.ortir 
•de la capitals. Hien ne les € merit et . ,<-:e con te'n tent 
d'etre en extase ue*> beaux meuViefj de TV'. 1'intendant 
et de sa "belle ar^enterie. . II veut tout nottrc 
sur le bon pied et ne veut plus que-l'on parle de 
retrancher sur les men'oires. .11 veut batir des

. CiiffcTiiii^j i- -.u'lOJj. Wtj-'i 1 5 GftS iiici,^h.£ 1'iiV tt.'UTi^
n.alsson pour 1 Mntendant,,!?

At a tir.:e when the iii^^r^j^^j:^^.(jj^r{oi were costing the French

^overnriGnt '2,700,000 ^ivrej^, half a million more than tTio total 

expenditure on Canada, v;l\ar, wa.s wrong with th.rs Cfin^dians enloying 

a small share of the reflected glory? . Indeed., with Yersailies 

turninc? all European heads, how could it be expected that colonists 

would not aspire to a. dignity modelled on that of their metropolis? 

Bigot ^,s?as an authentic product of the syetern. He aspired to high 

office and honour, he vorked hard to acquire these, he gave the 

Canadians v-hat they wanted and for this he v/as deprived of all of 

his goods- and banished to Svrit?;erland. The hypocrisy of the court's- 

.ludge^erit is manifest***f **-*

That is not to ar^rue that Bigot v;ac a fair-haired 'boy, incapable 

of wrong-doinfj arid martyred without a shred of justification. He was

a shrewd businei;8fpan V;ho observed to Oracle on one occasion that:

•''•'• ' • 7 
Ce sont les bens eounptes qui font les bons .amis, '

lie was ruthlessly acquisitive and no doubt rather a dandy. Certainly 

he did not have much of r? .social conscience; one of his first acts 

at -Isle Royale having been the acquisition of *un questionnaire',

Q«, 1935, P. 5« 
5. : Ibid.., p. 7. 
'6 r , The French budget for 1749: cited by ^rs^u

_Siecle Canadien, p. 346. 
7. CRA., EG18 G8(l): 1^ November 1748-



(a torturer); but did he differ'-in- this much from the norm? 8 After 

• all, Voltaire had-yet to publish his .polemic againwt the judicial 

murder of Jean Galas and the half~mad Dwmiens was ctill to be 

tortured to death publicly in 1757. More important, as an adrain- 

strator Bigot was, in at least one historian's view:

second only to Talon^ the first of the infcendants, 
in point of ability,-1-0

iJven iv.on-t.oalj;;, "whom- Frygd-ul t showed hau ft very thing' to .gain by 

exaggerating Bigot's faults v;aw forced to adiuit that, 'vij-. a vis 

1'intendant 1 , he was an <ho:.Mne d'esprit et intelligent, ' ' and
~> P

furthermore, that he had, ! d.es qualites d'admin:! strateur 1 .''""

•Thus, he was ac3 typical of his clr'sa f.nd n?-tion in ambition, as 

he v;as extraordinary in ability. Though Fregault did not always 

produce balanced judgements he >.vas right in introducing him as an 

Adm in i s trateur Franca is. And it appears that Bigot played by the 

rules. If he had a "business relationE-iip vil.h Gradis, £jo also did 

other colonial r.dsiinistrators; if he v.^s ar:.biticus Tor v-eaith rf.nd 

higher social status, he v/nnte-d no i^ore thy.n \vhat his society valued 

most highly} if his actions v/ere sometimes high handed, it vr;s no 

less than his office required; if.Cue to the fall-of Canada .tho 

court decided to change the rules, it v/as his personal tragedy to 

have been intc'-ndpnt -?t tbut time. So "Ci£ot is correctly ij.c-.-ld up as 

being representative of his times ana his history evokes much that 

was essential of French colonial adnsinistr-ation and society*

8. .AC., CUB, 22: 219; cited by i'rogault, FI^ , i. HB.
9. Alfred Cpbbara, A.J^^il^^^JL£21;!iniJ)3.^£' Penguin nooks Ltd., 

Ha.rmond£v;orth, ;.:iddieKex, 1966,. i. 6;i, MO, 86,
10. Adam Shortt, l^cj^fierili.s^^eJ^ti^^J;^^?^^

Finance during; "! -^ Ji] :'£^L£^^ Ottav;i, 192!.) 5 ii- Y-4-?
.note 2*

11. AC., C11A, 102, to l-oras, 11 July 1757, p. ^9- Ciled 
•Fregault, raAP*, ii. -15-1 .

12. to l^vssiac", 20 July 1750: Ibid.
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... .-Sources

'In- undertaking this work it was intended, as much as was

lej to avoid duplicating the work of previous researchers. 

It proved, to be irapo*;ftiole, .however, to .svo id re-reading the copres 

held in the Canadian Public Archives 'of the official correspondence

••between Versailles, Rochef ort , and the -North American Colonies, 

Wh<rp-e possible the original pagination was cited kut in eosae ca^es •

•cr.:l^ the Canadian en-osier at ion was' -available, in which case the 

reference in ihe t«:rt lias "been prefaced by MO B 1'he following inventory 

:.5:- re-Kvrictec!. only to ihoue bcux-cee v.-hicli ^eie of irr^itdiatfe u*e in the 

preparation of this thegie.

Archives des Colonies /which are held in tlie Archives National e-^, 

lu Paris/. Series B - contains the letters, • orders £.nd notes sent by 

tie minister of Marine to the colonial p.djTiiftistrators.

Canada, Isle Roy ale. Louisiana 5 vols. 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 78., 81, 82

(1739-1745).

Canada: 87, £9, 91 » 93, 95? 9^ s 59? 101, 103, 105, 109, 111, 112 

(1748-1760).

Hochefort and /oiireo Lieuxs 69, 71. 73 y 75^ 77? 79, 82. (1-739-1745)'.

Jieriefi C11A -.letters from th^v colonial c.dr.-iiDi^i-rs.-lcrs to the 

jt,:tuaBter of the Marine,

Canada: 91, 92, 93, 95, £6,'97,'?3, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 

105, (174S-1769).

Series Cl'lB Isle Royal e - vole. 21-27 contain ni/rot's des-.-o.«=.-tchec of
• • ' " 173SM5. 

Series -G113, (consulted in Parin'} -

-. vol. 10 - </. memorandum on the high cost of living in 

Quebec (1759) pp. 229-^30" vhich is duplicated' in A, 3, .lT.cria.ue 11 -• 

meiRorandura on Canadian Administration 231-S33, ^^erand^i ?? gainst Bigot

•; , Cadet,.'19 October 1761, 234-237'^ >^ - •-- vo-^uav, ' c- .- -^ do
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Series S 32 -the Bigot Dos-eier . (consulted in Par-is). This 

contains -a number of letters and memoranda concerning Bigot, his 

'fife at des Services' and a copy of the Cadet Contract,

Series P^ Collection' Koresra de St, Kery- (consulted in Paris)* 

This supplies some of the .gaps in C11A, vols* 14, 15 5 16.0f vol. 3.6 

pp, 171-205, 207-208, 213, 215-216 and 223 concern the

es -P. Bigot.

Archives d\i ministfere de la Guerre /now at Vinci eanes/ a f ̂-T 

fragments relative to Bigot survive in "vulu<^« 3188 , 3457, 3498 , 3540,

3572 and 3574-

(Quai D'Ors&y) consulted . in Pari

•Scries Amerique, Ketripires 'et Documents, Vol. 9 (1749-52) Bigot -Fuycieiilx 

correspondence. Vol 10 - Acadia -and the Ohio - liquidation of debts,

Vol. 11 - as in CUE - 10,

Series France, Vol. 1339? PP» 35^59 ~ Trait e des Vivrcs pour le^s ¥al^&3 

.Galores -et Autres Batimens de sa Majer^te t:oue le nora de Claude Port,

24 February 1750

->a ' Archive consulted in Paris

Series IL - contain letters to the minister reporting1 on ports and 

squadron G, but is disappointingly thin, X^ol* 35^? pp* 27^-280 - Bigot's 

transfer "wx Toxu.on to rjoc-hefbrt, 1733 »

Series C7 ~ Carton 216 — though- the Kontcalm DojrKier, this does; 

not contain 'the pieces relative to Bigot inventoried by Pregaxilt •

Series IE (oonsv.lt ed' in Ottawa a.wd -Hochofort)* This is the .rich.

^?hich th-e information for the reconstruction of ?%Tin

administration tt the tine Bigot sor^eil at Socheforrb . Although -much 

that is relevant 'to Canada has "been copied for the C.P.A* and is held

at Ottawa in KC-6 IS Rochefort there are revert lK*le$s' a number 

to Bigot in tlie Ardouin ?nvr; ;rtc?"~ of -:}^^ r-.-.--r ^s

of
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only available at Rocbefort* The relevant volumes in Ottawa are: 

Minister to the intendant; 112-129 (1728-1739) 

intendant to the ministers 352-368 (172?5 -1739)
A

Itt .Rochef ort : the minister to the intendant: t 7$ - t 98

ordonnanees et -reglements IL*6

Service hisiorique de la Marine (Palais de Chaillot, Paris) !>i.i.;»144 -porte 

feullle / 136 p , 45. pian'e-h'vue de la ville et du port d^' Kooh.o-.rcrt,

__ Naj; d onal e s (consulted in Paris)

The Series formerly P 50 is 'now M 1024. A carton containing 

assorted colonial docup^ents including* (iz) a piece ju^t^fjing Bigot's 

expenditure, in Canada.

. Louisiana III — do ctJtments relative to the Kerlerec- 

Roohemore inquiry*

Series ?7 This is 'the Series which contains dccianents relative to 

royal finances. 47 — contains the information on the prosecution of 

Ifercell in. Hicolas Bre^ard, aneien Tre;3orier des Colonies of Rochef^r--- . 

363—366 - contains the very valuable f^'Tv^ ^.J^^^^j^^^^]^±^-^ .^^ 

'-^ S .James vmiqh are a voluminous and exact record of all the

tranp-actioas relative to the confiscation and cale of the goods seized 

.from the Canadian admini^t raters cc^denrx^d by the ChcHelet in 1163* 

Archive -3 Re^H.onalee cJxi la Ch (?.a"C"-U--;--.:--r-ii":lr;e. For genealogical

information of the Bigot family 2

Series B 712 p* 44 snarriage of Fieri e de Bigot 

809 p. 23 Joseph de Bigot 

876 p« 92 ' M ' . » • '

Reistre Paroissial de St,. Pisa;:-,t do. C-ormo - other e

Archives du Port de ..Borcleaujc, Series Celeries re/;;, "^ 27, l'V..;4 

ster to the intendant/



3'S 13157 notaire Bcsua.n

38 15028 " Baron

'3B 15344 1! Diibos

Regie-tret, -parole Biaux de £rt, Aadr-e de Bordeaux

••'".'. " " Saint Preset

Serie Q ^reregistretrieirb, registre A 37*'

(Jradis Papers on microfilm - carefully selected a.nd of scant 

interest: 1 Fa 149 - 187.

Gfradis j.y..mlv Arc'hi-vBB - 242 Rue de llivoli, Paris, l er 

QQTL&±f-~c o±* -sevc-rr-'-;.'! i>,coro \.ol.uH;<38 ci" doc'.^.-ientsj leitoro and account 

.boolea, the records of e, fanily Isusinets c-panning the last three 

hundred years* Of immediate relevance were - a number of account 

l^ooks 1748~176'0. Letters -written to J^jscrioaZ 

vol. i - January 1755 - jccem'fo^r 1758 

vol« ii - Ja.mis.ry 1759 ~ January 1763 

Letters vsritt^n to Etrropes 

.vol. 1 - June 1755 - ^W 175^ 

vol. ii -May 1756 - February' 1757 

-vol* iii.-- February 1757 - November 1757 

Letters exchanged wit'b tr-.^. rr-irrj ster of the !-%ri;;;.c. 

1 volume -_Juvie 1748 - Je-nuary 1760

Ganr^disri^^Pv.blic, ^ĉ l^2^S. • 

T;3 18 A - Troplong ''Le .P?;triotte Fi^ancais* (175^) 

ViCJ 18 d 2 (2) - Vaud:rei?.il Papers •- contains a few letters to tho 

minister not reproduced in CljA v;hich throw ligh-t on the events of 

1759-60.

?;G 18 G8 - Archives du Seminar de Q'^'bco* i:.'b.5.s is a coll^etJcn of 

letters and-documents relative to the affaire du G-^nsda, niKri'^or
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75 <~ the Journal kept "by Moreziu of the proceedings at the trial

toeing most important, containing as it does glosses of the day

to day testimony of the witnesses and accused.

MCr 18 G8 (2), The Bigot Bossier, This is the only collection extent

of letters written "by Bi^ot to Gr-adis. There are also a few .jidoreese

TO Rouille and Machault . They date from 1746 - 175-5-

'1'he Bourlarnaciue Collection

Vols. 2-3 contain twelve letters written to him by Bigot. 13 f<ray 1757 

to the IB August 1?60. •

Ordonnances dee Intendanta 

20 vols. 1705 -1760, Vols. 1-9-20 contain Bigot's

de 1 * -Arsenal (Archives of the Bastille)

Vols* 118285 12111, 12114, 12133, 12142, 12143, 12144, 12145? 

12147} 12148, 12151* 121^4, 12156, 12162, 12163, 12166, 12501, 

12502, 12503, 12504, 12506, 12507, 12519, 12582, all contain varying
\

amounts of information, not only of the captivity of the accused in the 

Bartille but al^o original not-es frova tliftii- pre-trial, rinterrcr^atiors* 

Most are very thin, 12111 for example, contains only one short note 

•signed "by Choiseul • suraitiarlain^ Bigot f s sentence* Othere such as 12148 

ore more useful containing as it doeo r.:, G'- 0 '^ ^^'i.'ar ';iC dooicnents 

relating to the Bigot-Oradis comni^i-oe* 12142 is i>c;-.rnd in notes of 

the first interrogations and provides first-band in^: &'ht into' the 

difficulties faced "by the prosecution in trying to forge a coherent 

case out of the highly contradictory staterr.ents of the accused, 

For comparison to the affaire du^^jiia^ drcurnents fror.i tiie tri?:l^ oJ,' 

other colonial . adminietrators 'are import ant. Vol. 12168 

contains documents relative to Lally Tollenoal, held ir. the Bastille 

from .November 17o2~Ms,y 1766 ? condemned to death for -hr^rle tr^.h: ron 

'• . de concuBsion et regard^ . coinnc la cai;v:- i5.v-r.':-v/: •'.•' . ^ r -' • ••
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etablissements Prancaia dans les Indes. Vol. 12,200 holds similar- 

do ouments on the trial of the administrators of Isle Royale; lean 

de la Borde and Jacques Prevost. Vol. 12 262 holds documents of the 

Louisiana business. Vols. 12 324, 12 379> 12 380 respect administrative 

crimes in Guyane.

BibliothSque Nationale

This library is the principal repository for the printed sources 

on the affaire du Canada. Almost all have been copied by hand for the
, • *. • . •

Canadian Public Archives. Since most of the copies have been consulted 

and compared to the originals, and the copies are for the most part, 

faithful reproductions; for the ease of researchers on both aides of 

the Atlantic it is proposed here to give the BN reference followed by 

that for the CPA.

1. BUT 4° FM 2988-2990; 4° FM 34329-34331 (l). Two copies of the Memoire 

pour Messire Francois Bigot... Accuse*... 2 vols: Together these volumes 

run to more than a thousand pages of historical narrative and closely 

argued rebuttal to the charges laid against the intendant. They are 

one of the principal sources for the Bigot administration but as Ere'gault 

observed, they must be used with utmost caution since Bigot and his lawyer 

had no inhibitions about resorting to sophisms and even outright lies. 

The first reference is to the copy which contains the marginal comments 

of one of Bigot's judges. ^C.N.L. R-F-50639. B5L2 VI/.

2. CPA MO 18 68 (5) pp. 24-84t this manuscript entitled the Case of 

Francois Bigot is a gloss of his Melnoire and contains nothing new.

3. BUT 4° FM 2990 (2); 4° FM 5134. Two copies of the * Jugement rendu. v 

souverainement et en dernier ressort dans 1'Affaire du Canada ... f 

10 December 1763> Paris. This document which is appended to the Bigot 

Memoire in the Cianadian National Library (C.K.&.) and another copy of 

which can also be found in the AN in V? 364 contains the names and 

sentences of the accused, their judges and the principal pieces of evidence*
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.4. 4° FM 2990 (.3)? 4° FM 2991, 4° FM 5133. Three copies of the. Principal

•reports -of 'the Procureur general of the Commission? other- copies can 

be found in the AN V? 364 and appended to the .Bigot Kenioir£ in the

•C.-N*.L.

5*- 4 JM 34379 ~ 4° FM 3326j two copies of the £J^>A£® ^ ihe ^ d'e 

.Voishebert The librarians at the BH have found 210 treco of the report

••for Boishebert invent cried by Fre^auli as BN 4° $i'l 1556 <Phe- .£^£££.3.

for Boishebert can be found in C-.P.A. ; HG 18 Q8 (4) pp, 141-15?. 

6*. 4 2?M 18835 — Meinoire pour le Sie-ur Le Korcier,.. ci-devant uoiuniand^nt

1'jfirtillerie en Canada (c.P-.l. MQ 18 Q8 (4) pp* 159-235). 

7« 4 ^ 25325 — A Messei^pieyrs les •'co'mnii&'aaltes -du CoBseil en otslie parti

(RequBte de M-J-H Peari, - . accuse) /G,P.A» KG 18 GS (5) 108-153/. 

4 FM 25326 «« M&noire potir Miohel-Jean-Hiiges. Feari*«* centre K* Lo

-General dxi Roi.« /This is the principal testirnony of one of 

rigot *a allowed chief oo3. laboratory.*/ /C.»N»L.«./ 

4 K-* £5327 - Although inventoried by 'Fregault as relevsiit to tlie ^f^fsd

dii_ Canada this piece is ihe Meuioire por;r le 3 Pe«S-««* Dej^andcur en 

.'^Gisation d ? un Arret du Farlement de Brct;x^^ de 13 Hay l r,'6l^ Apart 

fr.om throwing- -SOHK-S light, on liis private affairs it is of no icrin.edia 

Importance, 

1^» 4° FH 25328 - Observaticrs pour le. £ieur 1-eau /C.P.A.- Mfi 13 CIS' (5)

94 - 

IX. 4° 'PK 28835 - K^noire pcur le Si&tir Diiverg-er d«3 naint-Blin

d f artilerie dans le.s trounce etant ci-~d.event en. Ganada. /G«H «!««_/ 

12 » 4° FM 3433 (2"), An inventory of doc^ner-ts which, according to Bi

establish hiss innocence, 

13. 4° ffK 34331 (3). Memoire po-ar Jesn-Victr;r Varin a !%r Pe Sartine
s

'^p.P.A. KG 13 G8 (3) pp. 11-48/
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- 4 ,-PM 34331 (4)« -Keraoire pour le Sieur • Br^ard , Aiicien -Control eur 

de la Marine a Quebec centre M. Le Procureur General*.. /C.P*A. 

KG 18 G8 (3) pp. 49-1337 The second part of this .document beginning 

at p. 70 and entitled: 'Et at .du .benefice qu'ont prodnit les marcVuj-i.dxses 

seeches et liquides envoyes par lep Sieurs -Gradie en Canada... 1 is 

inventoried separately by .Fr&'gault • aw OFA MG- 3.8 03 (.3) PP* 133-143.. 

3.^* 4 HI 34331 (5)" Addition au memoirs du Sieur Breard. 'PhiB contains; 

wore price and profit calculations.

16. 4° Fn 34331 (6), Repo^se^ du Sieur Brtkrd,,, eiJx mtkoires de M. Bigot 

et du Sieur Pe^ /GPA KG 18 G8 (3) pp» 144^1907

17. .4° Bl 34331 (?)- Suplie .Giiillaurae S^lebe a M. le Lieuteneri; General de 

Police. ^5"PA KOI- 18 G8 (3) pp. 392~444/

18. 4° H-I 34331 (8), Pour le Sieur Sstebe. Tableau... raYrchandises eechee*.

.Angelique et le St. Maudetv ^pPA» KG18 08 (3) pp. 445-4637 

.19* 4 f'H 3433l(9)> Mentoire pour1 OoillEu^e L'etcbe*.. coiitre M. Le Frocureur

General du Roi ^PA KG 18 . G8 (3) PP« 288-391/ 

20. 4° FM 34331 (10). Hc^oire pour le ^i^.r Marl el *.. ci-devant Garde-

du Roi a r'ortt-Tl

21 « 4 #& 34331 (H )• Obser. vat ions sur les profits pret.yri.dus indument fa.it. a 

•pEii* la Socitrle* Le fvloine cles Pins, Kartel et Varin /b*N»L*/

22. 4° FM 34331 (12), K'^oire pcur Je<?ji-E?.p-fcisto ?fer-t.el s Ecuysr, ci-dcvent 

Gr^rdis dos Mag'asins du Roi a Kontreel«

23. 4° FM 34331 (13). Supplement au Merricira du J€aJi-Bc,.piiste Kart

/C.N.L./

24. 4° FM 34331 (14). A Messei^-nc-urs 'Ists Pr^tsidonts of Cora?i',icsaire*?, ../T/o 

.Jean Corpron ./C.P.A. Ka 1.8 OG.(i) pp- £!5C-r.8 p(7

25. 4° FM 34331 (15). Memoire pour IG Sr Pori^« f^;,uld /C.P.A. MG 3.8 C-3 (3 

pp. 231-2497



£6. 4 . #M 34331 (lp). A..Meeseigneurs Les President et Conrad s sair es. ..

^ioiir/ Francois Maurin ^C.P.A. MG 18 G8 (3) pp. 139~230/ 

27, 4 . PM 34331 (I?)- Also under 4° m 32145 « Me^cire pour Le Marcuis de

28. 4 FM 34378- Mer.ioire pour Daniel.de Jbncsdre-Ghabert , ci-devant

Ceiw^andant AU' petit -fort de NLagara,*. /G.P-A* KG 18 03 (4) pp.7-135/' 

f" .o'M 11445* K^poasc de la Marquise de KcmtealK a. dcr- Jrapirc si ions

I'n addition to these printed sources th^ C,P*/;o hold a few scrape of

*'~aieh the originals have not "been locaied^ vhuj ^re.*, : 

29, MG 3.8 G8 (3), pp.* 190-199. SoiMft observation on Pearl's report* 

3-0. l^.G .18 08 (4)? pp. 1-6 « !"otes of the Sieur Martel
• .' • /•

/
31, . HG 18 G8 (5)? PP- 16—23 '— Observations on commercial practices in 

Canada and elsewhere.

Marm-scripts Pranoaiss

Vc-1* 11342 - thr-ee letters from Bi^ot to Borry<i:r

?ol» 1620" j pp* 47^129 s- A fcvveiirable report on ri^cot sjid a request 

t.uat ks be allowed to return fro m'e.r.ilos 1773^

Manuscript's Francaif?. nouvelles acquisitions t 

Vol* 22253- 

T; h.( f? contain^; a nm^Der of letters' relatii-e io t'he tx-ic-l inol <>.0.ing one

•r.ddressed by Bigot to Gr&dis-on the- 10 Octolser I74o a^d another to 

Puysiculx on the 1 Jime 1761, pp. 155-1565 163-164. pp. 165-166 reproduce 

the Societe'du Canada contract of 1748* Aiid pp» 167-1-B are a report 

by the. Intendant of Bordeaux .on the do current G fotmd in the Gradis 

Archive in 1762, 

pp. 153-154 the Precifs pour' Vandreuil /P-P«A, KG 18 08 (4) pp. 137-1407
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Spurces

Of immediate use in the. preparation of this thesis were:' 

.!„• UBarbier A, 1 La -Baroanie de la . Touched 'Av;ri£:uy et le duch6 de 

"•CJhateller.eault -ecus' Francis I; B.H. Soo- 2048 d 49 8e/l8 CM 00

!2lEl5££££^ 1-lQ££$*'j S«rie 29 (1886), 

pp«. 314-382. Pp. 349-360' reproduce the '^arche' pour la fournituro 

general e des vivres au Canada ", 26 October 1756,

£. Cj>s grain H-R, ed» Collection des mg^Uhcrip-^s d-a Mareclial- de Levj.r^ 

12 vols. Montreal mid Que&oc, 1869-1895.

I. Journal deK .CcJi'.pagnes dii chevalier do Levis e\i. C;:'nada ? 175^-1760. 

2* Lettres d\i Levis • concernant la guerre du GsJiada, .175^-^-7^* 

3« Lettres -tie Versailles a. Diesfcau, ^ontcalm et Levis.

4- Lettres et pieces rnilitaines, instrtictiona, ordren, memoires. plans. 

de carnpa^ne et de defense 175^"1T60,

5. Lsttrera de Bourlamaouo a Levis

6. Lett res de Kont calm a Levis*

7* Journal de Montcalm, 1756-1760.; ''

8* Lett res de Yatidre-ail a' Levis

9« Lett res de Bigot a Levis '

10*Lfcttro? do divors p^riicalj.^rs a ..T.f.v-?i.s

II.Journauac des expeditions de Levis, 1755-3-760. 

.'12. Table analytxqtte de la. collection des manuscript c d« Levis.

3. ^/pburville/ Memoires' sur le Canada depyia 1749 juson'a 17^0* Bn trois 

parties? avec cartes et pls,nf5 lithograph.it-.s, Quebec l873«

4. -^li^S-Jd? ^^•'SI1!12;:?10^ royaiaxy declaratj.onc et arrob-« dii Gonseil d'^t^t 

du Hoi concernant le Canada. Quebec^ 1854. (Cit-ed by La.notot ,?.» Vol.,1) 

.ArreU-s--et regleineiita du Con soil Sap-eri«r^:r de C;acl;co, et ordoixriuicec *:-c 

jiugements des intendants d\i Canada. Quebec I855« \0:lted by LsLnc«ot as 

1. II).
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Complement des ordormanoeB et .jugements des gouvetfneurB et iniandante 

du Canada precede" des oo'fiani-Beions, dee dits gouverneurs et intendants et 

des differents officiers-civils et de justice, 1856. (Cited by Lanotot 

as"Vol. Ill)- 

5* Jn^ernentR et Deliberations du Conseil Superieur de Quebec I; Cote,

-ri.e'bec, 1885-1^88. Grtj?\ler, P. 5 od*, Pap,ier« Conti'ecoeur et c,utres 

documents ccmcernarrt le coK.i7.lit an/^lo-fraiioeie exir I' 1 Ohio dw 1745-^-75^? 

Quebec, 1952*

«'«. Report of the Canadian Public Archivec, 1^04- -Appendix C4 Letters 

<j:::<;hsriged "between Cb.oiseul ,• Fbntanieu, Richelieu and others frora the

•collection of Moreau de St Mery, Ottavra 1905•

7. Happert de 1'Archiviste-de la -Province de Quebec, 1922-1923?'Kemoire 

de 1 f eta,t present du Canada 1 , d*Aut6uil s pp* 11-52*

8. Rapport de- I'Archiviste de la Province de Quebec pour 1935-1936

— 'J:he correspondence of Kuie Begon pp, 1-277•» • •
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10.3'io^'tt ? Adam, Bocmnenis relating to Cmi.r.-;/;I:/.;;,n Ci^^-ency Exchange and. FAns^ 

:^?r.lng the French Period* Ottavv-?,, lp?:.^»

'>fe-oiig- G«M, ed. Lovds'boixpg in 1745* '?^e Anonyinous Lettre ci'un-habitant 

de Louifrifoottrg-. Toronto, 1897*
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