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PREFACE

When casting arocund, a number of years zgo for a research
toric, myfte,chev and friend, Doctor Hilda Neatby, of the University
of Saskatchewan, suggested to me the siudy of New France. While
regezrching her bhook on ihe sdministraiion of justice under tha
~Quebec Aot she repretted the shoriage of gogd-séGQJdary sources and
her irpression of an almest cemplete lazck of dnserest in,Enolish

Cznsda in pre-—conounest history was cemented by her experience on

Y]

the Massey Gommission. So this thesis was undertaken with the ncpe
of learning more cboui the institutions and opinions which moulded

carly Canada and in the‘process tc intervret the experience of one

of our fovnding peoples 1o the other, Particularly”in the light

of the Begon correspondence and the're1ief,into which it is thrown

by COradis! letters it iz believed that progress has been made on
£

this front. Fortunately, since the early 1960's the tempo of ancien

[Raeey -~

revime scholarshir has begun to incresse under the leadership of a
nunber of higltorians, Ly no means the lecast of vhom is W.J.Eceles,
Professor of History al the University of Toronito. By 1973 he hed

bccome the acknowledged master of the field and so it was to him that
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Pr Nea Lby Girected me fer further guidance. Lol conly was he

W N

n his opinion

O8O

encuch. ot that.time to suggest a number of areas which
rsquired_attention, but he has continued to be génerous in advice and

" support evér Siﬁce.

It would be moest ungeneroué of me not to mention Professor Richard.
‘CObﬁ, ¥r David'Fieldhéuse and lr John Preét, all of whom tzught me in
-underg*adua*e years and who encouraged me to stay on at Oxford to do

my D-Phil. ©Nor would it be right to ignore Sir Edgar Williams, the

‘
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Werden of Rbodes House, who not only crranged a third year of
khodes poney for me to begin research bubt vho Lan coentinued
10 2¢t as a wise and sympatretic advieger, ul great “uovgh is my

debt to there jeople, it is snall when compared to the loyal labcurs

and cheerful enceurasevent of my supervisor, Doctor foeFreddin ¥iiddn.
Yot only wesn he dinstrumental in persuadins the 50it vuwnd to fiomuce
my second yeor of wepearekr tut T ozn cuitc cerizin thel without Lils
wnilagging interest tnis work would never have come $0 Iruiticit.

Like otler histeriane, I hardly kncw where 4o begin 10 exprens
my gratitude to the vericus inetituticns which have nelned me,

No deoubv the lisi nust be headed by vy Uellepge, Holliol. which
nas not only provided me with a heme and stinvietins friends bul bLaos
alsc been generocvs with finoncial assiclence,

The ciaff of Rhocdes llouse Library has been untiring in its ciforis

R v o . N h} vy . - 2., PR | P . - A o [ 3 Nk, om e
on my behalf end the ceme mont be soid of the Canedisn [oBlig Archives,

de 1'iryeeral zud

fvigseau, Scus-dirvecirice of Lthue frchiver de la

~

of Chererie-liavitime reguire special reco-aition. n the turee occouiocns

T b 2 e g B . . -
on vhich T Mvismsenn cost ool her oun work 4o

. 4 - L1 . K . e
looure ot o SLOR 00 o Tniven

O, T SR T o e 2 - . oy LIV :
me mony frusiveting hours and the somc s tvue of Iille Gitezu. Wiihe

thelir intercst meany of the detaile of Bigol's fawily eirply would not

t <

have come to light,

t oy 3 . . 1. T TP .4 L 2T e, SR o - i - L .
This brings us to the Urudis T ity popers. The kindaess vith
-, T - Vi v 44 =3 e | . PN N T T et
which . Henri Crrdis ghowered mo, not onlxs in sreuiing me z2cocess 4o

hiz family records but din nrovidinag wme o vrivete oifice in his crrvirlex

1

cn the Rue de Rrivoli wos civply prodisiouns.  Pob only wone I honoured
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tes a grecs stimulus.,  There Kindnépres
Lovever, wre o nofhing befors the richnears of the meterizla, Thor
ere literally hwwireds of wrivede letterr wiitien e the adinishy
of Cenide, tlhe chied of whom, Prenceis Zigobs

In their i

Sret time the rulers of Vew Prance
Lave emereed Trom their of ficial surait-jeacket end can be viewed as
humen beings with domentic backzgrounds end famdly irnt.-roocse Wot oniy
éres this modify simificantly our ye:ding of the tectimony given wn
vhe nifodire du Casoda but (redis?
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‘niinistrative corps has provided the maters
more vivid picture of iarine
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sticn in réholﬂl
hat Concdien scholar is not indebied to the Caarndinn people tox
their Tiuzncieal exsisience throusn the Cornnde Usuneil? o less am I
for +he lssgt two years of research.
The debt to =y povente for their valrniling gpenercaitly zrd esvecis
to my mether vhose interest has never ficcored, even 3
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ABSTRACT I

THE ADMINISTRATION OF FRANGOIS BIGOT AS INTENDANT OF NEW FRANCE

H. A. Porteous, Balliol College. D-FPhil. Trinity 1978.

Traditionally, Frangois Bigot has been considered an interesting
subject for historical investigation not only because he was important,
having presided over Canada's civil administration at the time of the
Conquest, and was attainted in a large c¢riminal proceeding at the
Ch8telet in Paris; but owing to the voluminous testimony accumulated
by the court, there is more evidence at the historian's disposal than
for his predecessors. There is, however, every reason to doubt the
court's objectivity. Although the court believed Bigot was only too
typical of colonial administrators, historians have tended to exaggerate
the intendant's crimes and to represent him as some sirange atypical
monster who single4handed1y corrupted the administrative corps of the
colony. Not only is this interpretation unsatisfactory since it begs
the question of how it was possible for this 'monster' to perpetrate
his crimes unmolested for over two decades, but by turning him into
something unusual, vitiated the value of the materials as evidence for
a more generalized picture of colonial administration. The questions

which arise, therefore, relate not only to the.intendant as an individual

but to the administrative corps of the Marine as a whole, and they are
related. Who was Bigot? Where did he acquire his attitudes to work
and responsibility? How did he view his own activities? What did
his friends and family think of him?

Questions about his early career would have been much easier to
answer had any good secondary works on the Marine existed. Fortunately,
access to the Gradis Papers has made it possible not only to reconstruct
a cogent picture of 18th century administrative practice but has also
imparted much about his family and trade interests. This thesis attempts
to illuminate pre-Conquest Canada by tackling her administrators as
persons rather than official functionaries, with the result that Bigot's

actions are made intelligible in the context of his times.



ABSTRACT ITI

After years of neglect study of the administrative history

of the ancien:regime is in full renaissance.The speculations of

Parkman, Wrong and Shoztt have, in the light of developments in
economics, sociology and psychology benome obsolete. Historians
have recognized that it is no longer satisfactory to makevsweeping
generalizations about the nature of institutions and the attitude
towérd them of the people who were shaped under their sway. What
is required is more of the facts! It has been asserted that the
Canadians harboured a servile attitude toward authority. What did
they themsel ves have to say about it? It is rebutted, on an equally
theoretical plane, that although the Canadians resented their
institutions, they could always escape into the forests to freedom.
If this was the case why could they always be relied upon to fight
valiantly against great odds in the defence of those same.institutions?
What indeed is the relationship between a people and their
institutions? Obviously these are the sort of questions that have
no simple answer but this thesis attempts at least to grope toward
a better understanding of the Canadian condition in Chapter V.

Though in cértain respects the most ambitious chapter, Chapter V
is nevertheless a luxury. Historians are often tempted to pronounce

the last word before the detail is known. In the case of ancien regime

studies there is still much work to be done. Since institutions are
never faceless but are moulded by the individuals who hold officé,
Just as those individuals were shaped by the s£ructures through which
they rose; any attempt to gain a better appreciation of the institut-

ions of a society must not neglect the individuals who ran them. In

Ve



the case of Frangois Bigot, the last intendant of New France this is

no hard duty but rather a positive pleasure. By concentrating on his
life and attitudes this thesis aspires to make a small contribution
to the detailed knowledge of the field.

Though one of the most colourful and controversial figures of
. Canadian history, Frangois Bigot is probably one of the least well
understood. This is due both to the large amount of information
previously available to historians about his oriminal activities and
the ‘relative dearth about those of his predecessors. Even were the
testimony gathered at the trial a completely reliable source of

information, the accumulated evidence against the intendant raises more

questions than it answerss ’the most pressing of these being his long
period of tenure., How was it possible for such a villain to'retain
office in the North American colonies for over twenty years? The usual
explanation and the one the court wished to be believed is that Bigot
was not only an evil but also an exceptionally wily individual who
managed systematically to intimidate his subordinates and deceive ﬁ?gb
superiors. The court, however, was not consistent in its interpretation
because at the same time it vas condemning Bigot as a wicked individual
it maintained that he was only too typical of colonial administrators.
But the court ought notto have it both ways. Either Bigot was an
exceptional individuzl who owing to his own perversion corrupted the
previously honest administrative corps of the colony, or he was typical

of his breed, having acquired his attitudes from those general in the

service. In order to come to a measured conclusion on this subject it has

been necessary to delve deeply into Bigot's family life and training.

It has not been an easy task since the materials have been thin
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and much has had to be inferred from legal instrumentss 'hardly the
most chatty sources of information. Indeed, were it not for the
Gradis correspondence the task would have been impossible. For the
first time the Gradis family has opened its archive to a student of
Canadian history with the result that a generation of Canadian
administratoré can be seen as three~dimensional human beings rather
than as the shadowy figures they appear to be in the official
correspondence., Gradis knew the Bigots well in particuler, but he

corresponded also with the contr8leur of Canada, Br&ard, the gande-

magasin, Estébe, the capitaine-aide-major, Pean, his beautiful wife,

Angélique, and with a host of lesser personages. He was also in frequent
oontact with the chief administrators at Versaillesj the minister, his
first commis and a number of the special assistants in the minister's
office, This too was fortuitous since it rapidly became apparent that
no secondary work existed that éiplained conditions in the eighteenth
century administrative corps of the French Marine. Nowhere was there
a study of the personnel of the corps, their social background and criteria
for entrance. Nor was there any study of their training or for that
matter even of the functions of an administrator once he was trained.
References to the French ‘ports were vagﬁe at best. Therefore it was
apparent that effort would have to be devoted to the elucidation of
administrative practice in the French ports and Versailles.

When it came to ordering the material the most logical point of
departure emerged as a brief sketoch of the origins of the Marine, and
a discussion of the central administration as it is related to the affaire

du Canada in the person of Arnaud de la Porte, the first commis at

Versailles. One of the pivotal issues in assessing the responsibility
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of the colonial administrators is the degree to which they were
independent of Versailles. To the extent that they were free to govern
their own actions and understood what was unacceptable administrative
practice they must be held accountable. Since Versailles had a most‘
imperfect control over even the ports in France, the argument runs,

the independence of the colonial administrator, due to distance was
almost complete., On that score it cannot be inferred that Bigoti's
alleged crimes were made possible only with the complicity of the first
commis at Vefsailles; the court was not derelict in failing fo bring
"de la Porte to justice. On the other hand, the argument of distance
having been accepted as a satisfactory exoulpationAf§r de la Porte then
due consideration must be given to Bigot's claim that he héd no effective

control over alleged malversations in the forts in the pays-d‘'en-haut.

Consequently, aside from a general recapitulation of conditibns as
reported in that part of the colony, attention has been focused primarily
upon those charges related to parts of the service from ﬁhich Bigot

could not conceivably escape responsibility, although in his testimony

he attempted io do even that. The discussion of those charges, however,
was based upon Gradis' letters exchanged with Bigot and is relegated

to Chapter VI.

Chapter I, having discussed the relationships between Gradis, the
minister, de la Porte and their subordinates with the intention.of
discovering just where the effective power of the ministry lay, proceeded
to examine, in some detail, the relationship between Versailles and the
French ports and concluded with a discussion of Gradis! frustrations in

COMMIESQire -wrAonAatedn
dealing with his own local potentate, the( rdeaux. The

-~

latter discussion not only served as the means to familiarize the reader

ﬁith Gradis' high minded attitude toward the service of the Crown but
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emphasised the independence of the regional intendant.

‘The general conditions of Marine administration having been
adumbrated, the time was practically ripe to draw the discussion back
to Frangois Bigot himself, to find out from whence he had sprung; but
not before something had been said about the social milieu of the Marine
in general. The lack of any serious study on this subjsct made the
task more difficult. Drawing upon the Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
the Bégon correspondence, the Rochemore testimony and z couple of
secondary works, it was possible to put together a few introductory
remarks on the subject. Although far from definitive they are offqrea
in the hope that they are at least a beginning on an important subject
which deserves more attention. Owing to the information of the Gradis
papers the second part of the chapter was more successful. Not only
was it possible to give the vital details of the Bigot family but it even
became possible to épeculate upon relationships fetween the members.
Particularly interesting was the’dominant role Frangois' mother seems
to have played in keeping the family together and directing their energies.
It is apparent that Frangois, far from being a self-made man, ruthlessly
determined to improve his individual fortunes, was a beloved member of
an ambitious family which had been paiﬁstakingly raising ité social
position over a period of generations. Far from being the ‘*petit

compagnon' so sarcastically denounced by his Jjudges, the conclusion to

be drawn from Chapter II is that barring the loss of Canada he would
have been accepted into Court society upon his retirement with scarcely
any difficulty.

In 1723 Bigot left his home to enter the service at Rochefort.

Aside from a few entries in his Etat de service and a couple of super-
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ficial references in his brief to the court, the years 1723-1739
were ignored. Surely they were seminal but where was information to
be found? The logical source was the Rochefort correspondenée between

intendant and minister, Fairly complete records survive and although

there are fewf direct referenceé to Bigot, as was to be expected; a
careful reading of the documents has nevertheless permitted a fairly
comprehensive reconstruction of the administrative departments of the
port, their functions and problems. Since the cenfral figure of the
investigation is Bigot, after all, what better éystem of exposition
could have been adopted than to follbw him through his postings, learning'
about the port, perhaps in an order not so fér removed from his own
expepience.

Administrative structures described, Rochefort was not yet disposed
- 0fs The question remained; did Bigot learn corrupt practices at the
port befofe he left for Canada? As in the previous chapter there was
little direct evidence on Bigot but a plethora of ministerial complaints
about fraud were recorded. Combiming the official correspondence with
an anonymous pamphlet about conditions at sea and information from the
Gradis papers, it was possible to trace shady practices from Versailles
down to the lowest petty officer. th.that they were conducted without
ény restraint. There appeared to be certain conventions which governed
the conditions and amount of graft which was acceptable, indeterminate
though they may have been. If anything the amount tolerated may héve
been related to the station attained in the administrative hierarchy.
In the colonies, at any rate, access to extra-curricular income was
closely related to the power wielded by an official and sometimes this
came down to the overt question of how many votes he could command on

the Superior Council.



Chaptter V explores further the institutional structures of
colonial government, pursuing the question of the power exercised
by the colonial chiefs and attacking éhe issue of independence from
Versailles from the colonial point of-view. No great claims for
originality ocan be made, since most of the material used was quarried
from secondary:sources. Nevértheless it was required to link the
di;cgssion of fraud in the French ports to fraud in the colonies and
in this context advances ?he hypothesis that effective discipline was
ruled out essentially owing to the impossibility of finding adeguate
replacements for corrupt personnel, ~In particular it was stimulating
to come to grips with the ancient controversy over the naturé of
Canédian institutions and if the arguments presented are not definitive
it is hoped, at least, that they advance the discussion by another step.

Chapter VI treats the affaire du Canada itself reviewing some of

the evidence and facing directly the question of the extent to which
Bigot can be said to have deviated from the norm. Its thesis is
fundamentally that only insofar as Bigot exceeded the conventional limits
%0 casual fraud ought he to have been held criminally responsible by

the court. Unsatisfactory though the'information-might be, some

further evidenﬁe has been accumulated to show that Bigot might well

have made a substantial portion of his fortune legitimétely, But this

is really of sebondary concern.

What the discussion of the last chapter assumes is that the
phenomenon of institutionalized fraudbhas been proved. Although certain
advanced jurisprudential circles of the early eiéhteenth century may
have disapproved, no effective steps to eliminate it appear to have
been taken until France was engulfed by the disaéfi?ous Seven Years War

Nd doubt to it can be attributed much responsibility for military



xii.

defeat and yet it is for another study to determine whether British
colonial administration was much more honest. GCovernment service
was, after all, the high road to social advancement and riches.
Service in tHe colonies was, fof the aspiring, one possible route

Ato success, The_pursuit of power was a game played in deadly earnest
by determined competitors, who were ruthless in their tactiecs. If
the stakes were high then so too were the dangers and only a few
plaiers won. Bigot was exceptional primarily in the drama of his

. trial and life banishment: but because he was typical, he is none-
theless worthy of attention. 1Indeed, it is his very representativeness
which justifies a thesis devoted to the study of his lifeyéince it

throws into such vivid relief the assumptions and conventions of his

time.
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INTRODUCTION

]
‘MONOPOLLES, ABUS, VEXATIONS et FHuVARICATIONS'™

Fde
e
o
h

The title‘phrase is the tlanket charge levelled agzinst f
six former administratdrs of New France on the 12 December, 1761,
at the Chatelet in Paris. It marked the culmination of more thon
-a year cof dnquiry into the origins of the fortunes :hich the officials
hzd brought back with them to France and was the beginning of a show

trial which ves to last for nearly two years., It.resulted in
thousands of pages of‘COnflicting testimony abeut monopolies and
fraudulent practices which were zlleged to have grown up primarily
~under the protection of the last intendant, Frangois Bigot. ‘he
degree to which Bigot's asctions were typical of administrators in

the French Harine and Colonies during the first half of the eighteenth
century is the major point of this inguiry.

Until receptly historians of New France have for the most psirt
restricted their attention exclusively to tre colony itself, contenting
themselves witﬁ a few dismissive remarks about its plaée in the
metropolitan structure. Yow, as the strictly Canadian sources have
been more thoroughly culled and the historical events chronicled,
attentior. has teen turning o the iy =ricl relaticrsh.p ih an effort
to'explain the complex and often elusive influences sxerted by France

and”more broadly by Europe on the colony. Guy Frépaut in la Guerre

de la Conquate,® and G.F.G. Stanley in his New France: The Iast

Phase.1744-~1760,3 were both at pains to describe the impact of

European strategic consideraticns upen the Worth Arerican theatre of

1. C.P.A., W8, 68(5) : Arrét du Conseil, 12 Decenber, 1761.
2. (Montreal, 1955). ‘ |
3.  (Toronto, 1968).



ihe Seven Years Var, OiLer recent work has explored the economic

e

ties betlween the two countries

Dale Miquglon,having evarined the
accounts of Kobert Dugard, Havyaénd Lefehvre,4 2nd Jonn Bosher having
produced. a number of monographs on the trans-itlantic merchant
community.5 Yét despite & gfowing awareness of the implications of
colonial s'latus, very little has been :aid aboui the wcmini
Of the colouny as Europeans, with Eurcpean backgrounds, zssumptions
and an b'tib 18,  Btill less isg known of the zcrministraiive services
ge an extention of the ¥rench department of Farine.

Granted, W.J. Eccles observed that Krontensc zecepted the
Canadian gubernatorial post because ne s2v it as a means to mend his
Enropean fortunes,6 and Frégault nsinteined {hat Bigot viewed the
colony frbm the same point of view 7 but having wade there opzervations,
the background and early trainins of the officials was uegiected. rLuoth
vere mature men when they were dispatched to the coleonies, Bigot wss
neaxring fort*; g0, it is unlikely that they scguired rnew hebits and
values at that stzge of their lives. Clearly, it is of interest to
know more stout the foruwative years of their lives, and iértvxmuely,
in Bigot's case, the corresyondence he excslanged with Lav¢d Ahratam
and Moice Gradis, members of an influentlal vercentile fanmily of
his native city, Bordeaux, has thrown much 1ight upon his family and
rrainess cesociations. ;bpter II, in particular, dii.cusses his
fenily while chapters IV and VI deal w1th his business concerns.

If little has been sald about the training of colionial acdmin-
istratoré;ﬁit is no doubt owing at least in part to a dearth of

literature on the administrative corps of the French izarine. Nothing
o

4. ‘Robvert Dugsrd and thae Société du Canada of Heuen, 1729-1770 .
(Toronto Univ. PhD. thesis 1973).
5. 'French Protestant Families in Canzdian Trade 174027 6015
‘A Quevrec Ferchantls T"adlng Cirecles in France sna Cundd*"
'ILe ravitaillement de Guébec en 1758', Histoire tocinle, Oticwa
6. Froniznac: fThe Couriisr Governnr \ﬂr.nnto, 1959).

e s e . N

1, £8.A.F (3%awa 1949)




of any steture has been published since Albert Duchene's, Ia Felitigue

Celoniale de la Frence; le Vinistire.des Colonies depvis hicheizen,

| ) 8 .. . . o . .
appeared in 1928, ¥hile containing some useful infermation about

the central offices ianeIsailles, Ministers and their assistants,

it pasged over the ports inlﬁiience and said little more zbout the
adminictrative divisions witkin the depsrtment. Consequently, 2ac a
source of information sbout Bigot's iraining at Rochefort it is of
little uvee, Resort‘thefefore'had}to-b& mde 1o the Rochefort official
correspendence, Fo“tunately Gradis maintained close relations nct
only with the authorities of Eordeaux bﬁt also of Rochefort and

Versailles, with the result that a comparison of the two series has

provided a vivid picture cof the structure of the provincial service,
its work and zssumptions. These are set out in chapters I, 1II, and

IV,
The literature on ithe French ceolonial empire as a whele, too,

iz scant. Were it not or Pierre H. Boulle's masterly rrench Colonies

and the Reform of their Administration9 there would be an alwmost

total void, ¥xca2llent thongh it is, his scope reguired that eighteenth
century efforts to coni:ol corruption be trecated 2s a secondary theme,
But in Bigot's case it is the charges of nassive corruption laid

arcinst him in the affzire du Canada which are of primary interest.

o b

(%

ﬁpaft from the fascinaticn of scundal, they are important hecause the
court 2lleged that. Bigot's corruption was the fundamental cause of
the loss of Carada. They are even more énterestiﬁg‘in so far as the
court believed Bigot's manoeuvres weré ohly too typical of coloniall
~administration in 3€nera1vénd, if correzct, the triai literature

provides a rich securce for the reconstruction of administrative

80 (}i"'ari.":) .
9. (Berkeley Univ. PhD tlcecis 1968).



practice. Unforiunately, the conditiors under which the trial was
prosecuted ~t the close of a disastrous war which had 1literally
bankrupted the Royal .Treasury, render suspect the moiives of the
Court and the objectivity of the verdicts. In particuizr, the
court's determﬁnation to convict the accused'at all costs and io
hold individuals rather than institutions reeponsibla for colonial
corruption, undersitandably encouraged them to deny ail charges

vhere dueurentiary evidence did not exict. Thus s historical sourcesy
the briefs are unreliable. Fortunately, the Gradis correspendence
provides &n excellent 'control! on this testiﬁony and is invoked for
this purpoce particularly in chapter TII.

A new c=tudy on Rigot would have been justified even had the
Gradis parers not been made available, Comvrehensive as was Frészulils
bibliography, the student is forced to conclude that he neither read
21l the evidence as carefully as he ought toc have done, nor did he
approach the question with a sufficiently cpen mind to produce an
objective and judiciocus summary. He showed himself willing, although
never missing an copporiucity to denigrate the veracity of Bigot's
testimony, to belleve any slanders agzinst any adminiétrauor even
when they came from é source he regarded aé go unreliable as Bigot;
as when, for example, he buili a case against the officers charged
with the rzcovery of greds from the convicted Canzdians, starting

rom the allegation in Bigot's appeal of 1777
Personne n'ignore le désordre qui a paru dans
les comptes du sequestre, et la dissipation des
fonds que le jugement du Canada devoit faire rentrer
au Roy.lo
Although in his inventory Frégault listed AN, V7 264, one of the

four cartons containing the documents relative to the recovery, it

.

10. BN., les. fr. 16207 52v: Mémoire justificatif en faveur du
Sieur Bigot, 1773, cited by Frégault, F.E.A.F., I1I, p. 380.

S .



would be kinder to assume that he never saw it rather than to

et

believe he made the superficial use of it that his work sufpests.

Canadian official

v

p

2

Based upon 2 report of 1764,'reproduced in %
correspondence, he leapt to the conclusion that large suns had been

vilfered from-the'sequester. He glossed the report as saying that:

En 1764, le roi ne retira que 618, 963 livres sur les
biens du condamné, et le trfuorier des ceclonies,
prépesé au <»qu¢~tr9. calcuiait qu'il ne restail que
225,000 livres environ a recouvier. 11

E . s 5 f -1 R 2 i Whe
But Bigot was reputed to be worth at least i+ zillion 1livres., -What

had become of the rest? Watched as he was, Fréga
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could not have hidden them. So, he concluded:

L'admninistration du Censda svait montré des signes
evidentis de corruption; «celle de la metropole ne
valait pas mieux.i2

Had Frégault bothered to read even a few of the dccumente of the

listed V7 364 he would have discovered just how bu,e]eqs was this

slander. Piece 115, pzge 15, dated the 7 Mzrch, 1772, the report

- » ~t ~> 3 4 ’
of the Conmisgcaires 044 goux reporied that 1,518,254 livres

T e e g e

A

2 sols 8 derniers had been recovered from Bigot's goois.

Frégault, still on the same tack, calumniated the linister,

Choiseul himself. Upon a misreading of a series of letters reproduced

in the Report of the Canzdian Public Archives of 1904 he alleged that

Choisenl, rather than delivering Bigot's silver plste to the mint,

13

divided it zﬁong his friends, Had he not keen s¢ determined to make
criminals out of everyore who passed urnier his pen, the letiers in
tre R.C.P.A, alone would have convinced him that the plate was duly

paid for. On the 30 January, 1764 Choiseul instructed the corntro ‘Zéur

gfnéral:

11. 4C, C11A, 105, pp. 961-966: cited by Frégavlt, F.R.A.F. p.280,
12. Ibid., p. 381. =
13. Tbid., p. 382.



Comme vous désirés, M., de concerver la
vaisselle d'argent Gul provient cdu E?. zléﬁu, e
1¢€u ¢ l'envoyer & la monnoye pour y &tre fondue,

je crois cue vous ferds hien de la faire zetirer
plus tot gque plus tard, parce gue plusieurs per-
sonnes me l'ont a¢jd faitte demander. Vous prendris
ensuite des arrangements pour la valeur de cette
argenterie,l4

Writings to the Karéchal de Richelieu on ihe 12 Febyuary, 1764 Choiseul

informed him:
Jje vous observerai ceu enent qu'il y aura
quelques-unes de ces nitces -dont le prix sera vlus
hi

fort que celuy de la veisseile ordinaire et i. de
Fontanieu vous en fera part.ls

“d

- And agﬁin-on the 27 February, 1764 Choiseul instructed W, de “ontarx;u:

de faire remettre-é %, le Nardchal les pilces qui
sont porifées sur cet ordre et dont le payemount

sera fait suivant le prix dont nous sommes convenus
dans notre dernier iravail.l |

Ed

. Should any doubt remain as to whether the plate was paid for, it is
dispelled by pieces 3, 105, 106, 106 bis, 107 of V7 364 which are
"accounts of payments on the silver; end by piece 158 of V7 362 which

shows a final total of 58,796 livres 10 sols 1 dernier for the silver

on the 22 ¥zy, 1764, a sum higher even than the value estimated for
the silver in the oricinal itemized inventory of the £0G3 s at Vaugien,

Ty .

io}|

U2

ot!'s chatezu south of Versailles. Dated 31 Januery, 1764 it was

estimated at 51,466 livres 16 sols 9 d@rniers.17

Aithough ¥régeult admitted the political nature of the trial and

that Bigot was maede a 'boug emicsaire! by the embarrassed government

"his personal indignation at ithe frauds and passionate icZentiflication
with the sufferings of the colonists, zbandoned to their fate by the

metropolitan power, corbired to make him the prisoncr of his rother

14. RCP4i. 1904, p. 23.°
15. 1Ibid.

16, Tbid.

17. AX., V7 362, p. 211.



inconsistent assumptions. #ither Bigot wag victimized or justly

punished; so he ought not, at one nowmert, to be pertrayed as the

’petit comua£non' no more.thsn a swall cop in a large mechine, #0G
the next an arch fiend who single-handedly corrupted the adminis-
frative corps of the wi.ole colony.

It wey be that Frépanli's rroblems stemmed from ﬁhe trancitional
reriod in which he wrote ithe book. Although one of the rising

aeneration of Québeccis hictorians trained in the techrigues of

svetematic historiogrephy, avprarently he could rct resist ihe
attractions of the romantic rarraiive. It is rnot without much

justification that Jean Blain, in his review of Frégaultis work

P » f F 4 .
réssult conne Grouwls a le culte dv héresy rad
contrairement & Greulx, il a en cutre l'obsession
de l'anti-héros dont on reut retrovver naints

«:@uples dans ses o@uvreq618

&)
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The grent interest of the present work is to present Bigot in

A

a more cympathetic light, taking into accocunt not only the slarnders
of his encmies but also the opinioﬁs of his friends. In the vprocess
the trial literature has been re-examined in the'cmnt@xt.of the
official correspurdence of Canada, Isle Foynle, (ner Cape Breton,
‘Nova Scotia), and Rochefert and the Gradis letters. Yet, it is roi
so nuch Bigot's guilt or innocence which is at gtake but rather the
cegree to which Bigot can be taken as::epresentative of TFrench
colonial offibials. The ultimate gaal,‘éherefore, of this work is
fo presgent through Bigot's expzrience . meore accurate picture of

Frerch colonial and naval adrinistration in the mid-eighieenth

century.

18, 'Ecoromie et Sociéié en Ncuvelle France', Revue d*Ilisicire
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CHAPTER T

HEAD OFFICE
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The major substantiated charge aguinst Bigot “=» the «ffa

-

Cannda was that while interdoat of Cancda he carried on a business

with Abraham CGradis, a wealthy Borcelais shipper, and Erfard, th=

controleur of Canzdu, which sold Jarge quaniities of geods to the
noynl Stores éf Qnebzec, 'The court mziriained ihet the gocos were
sold at prices well abeve the merket raic and it was dnplied ined
this comhjné would not have been nermitted weré it not for the
protection of one of the first comuis at Versailles, Arnavd de la
Porte. Prior to 1he cpening of the Gradis enrresnonderce, it vac
imyossible to cay anvthing conclusive abont the relationshiz betvecn
.Bigot; de La Porte and Gradis ¢nd the profits which accrued. Uow
that the letters are available, these questions can be re-cyened
profitably. In order to deternine whefber‘de La Yorte wvas cupable
of protecting the comnine it will be necessary tc eramine his
influence in Versailles. Fortunziely, the Gradis letiers afford

not only an insight into the ministei's c¢ffice but slz» yvield much

that is new on the relaticnship between Versailles

a3

nd the ports.
So besides illuminating the Bigot affair.directly, thiey contribute
to a better understandiné of the general adminisisztion of the -
Marine.

Although generally regarded, and rightly soc, ns the man woe
- resroneible for coloniélf;dministration, the degree of control which
the minitcter of the Marire erercised aver thé colonial empire even
in 1760, was far from ccrplete. Not cnly vere the colonies distant

and communication slow, but his authority was shared with other

ministoers.  The mirister of ¥War c-ntinued to hold resronsibility fer
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any Troupes do Ja Terre glationed in ihe colounies. bne con et By e

Id rd . ) 2
fonéral pancged custome, coms colonial revenites end intoxfored in
vitrouage. He was 2lsn an influeniial merver of the Council of

Lommerco which delirerated on commercial policy and aversaw the

’

Yoy e Y e 1 g T (1 m AN U S T Gy v syt
Couppaenic das Indeg «hicl: not only carvied o on isporiunt rert of

T e P S U 4 e i bt <3 et . o 3 e =08

viie trade with Horth Arerica and the Caribisan, bot mancged 1

PR

rmotories in Africa, ITndio, Arzbia, Burpe, and Chinn, ihe far-iiung

wecope of ihe coupany's yerponeibilities fag lead Pierre Beulle o
roue that t e ¥ agr e d o frd Ye ta Iy ial
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activities +to the French pos sionic in America and in its nnval

. \ - ] 1 . ) .
sclivities 1¢ the /Atlrantic Qcecn.! Even those colomies were liable

to be visiied by vorzl intendsnts sz agents of the Consgil d'Fiat.

co, Fr. rieldhioure apaly=ed wne siluztion accurately vwhen he arzued
that:

Tne colonial empire suffered from too much inter-

Terence with irnsufficient concentration of

responsibility.2:

The origin of the Murine has been ireced to the nominaticn of

Clausse ce Narchzuuont as sccretzry of statz to the liarine in 1547.
e Varine was at lthat vics adwinistesed tv the ‘duiral of Frarc €,

Henri de loniroxency. After the death of tre zdsir.l. Cardinal

Richelieu, under the title of grand macter., chief and svperintecndant

o

of navigeticn aad conrmerce, was resyonvible for the Mrrine aund Colonies.

He wae aided by two chiefl admirnistveicrs, one .for the Ternznt, the

3

other for the Levant. When Richelieu died, ihe char e of rdmiral of

France was re-established in faveur of the Duke of Beaufort. It was,

pat
L]

Roulle, op.cit., p. 29.
Fieldhouse, D.K., Tne_ 'Q' el Jiryires, (londor, 1966) p, 37:

The Levent referred to France's nulterranéan ports, the Ponant
to the Atlantic snd Clannel ones

W

L



Lowever, Lvonne, thé secretary of staie for Forcign Llfalrs, who
signed and gave the orders. Since his responeitility for Foreiagn
Affeirs yprevented bim from ilaking fuil cognizence of ihe ﬁarjﬁe,
e had to T‘e,ly heavily wvpon his comnis (adminictr ators).

In 1669, Colbimrt purepsded Louis 21V 1o creste a sepiratle
d“;ﬂr*““nt of state for the Yarine of wiiich he wzs given ithe sude

-

vision. Henceforth, there would be an sdmiral of Frarce, bt he

voerld have limited poavers and no control over ihe winistry. Cince
p .t 3 . A > E 4 I . . [ N G
Lolbert coniinved te act us contrci@eur-sinlral the old commetition

beiwean the EC”AYﬁjgf and thc Ferine for authority over the colonies
was temrporarily eﬂ&@d but since Seigrieley, Colbert's son and

uccessor 21 the iarine, did not retain ire Cant&%ﬁ,% at Colberi's

A
dratlyy the former divisicas v re re-ingtuted.

<+
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As depands increaszed upon the bureauvcracy, so also did it

At first Colhert had employed only three co: By his death in

PRSI

1683, having assumed the directicn of Commerce, Consulate and Colonies,
in ecdition to the Varinz, he hsd accuirved another six. Under

. - R Y . '
Seigrelny, ftwo copmis, Valocicres and Yerel-Boistiroux were pre-eminent,

"his pattern was at first carried over into the ministry of Pont-

chartrain. By 1715, thewe were four first ccsivis and {ive in 1729,

under vhoem there were nine second commis in charge of detsils. In

1740, there were eight first commig in charge ol eight

s s s e

boards

enpleying eixty-five second ord third

boards were: Fonds, Classews, Comptes; Folice des Peorts, Commerce of

AT L A A N Tty e g < 28 SO ® i A A | Lot

Consulats, Officiers d'Enée et de Plume, Divct des Cories et Plan:.7

For fuller treatment sse below p. 109,
(sic) R. la Rogue de Poqx -brune, 'La direction de la Nouvelle
Frerce!, Pevve d'hictoire de 1'Avoricue Freneaise. (Fars 1953) p.47s5.

. Haurepas rnplaced B 07d duzlity of Ievent o Porunt with this

N U >
s

nt anrd
single Offsce Lecour-Gayet, La izrine Militeire de La rrance
sous Le Régne de Louls XV, (Parja 31¢10), p.1G5, ?
o .
7. Crentcd on the 19 November, 1720, "pour la corservation des cartes,

. il . b . .
plans. journaux, remoires ...'" and fto be zdnminicicred by an

"ofhieier Ae Vaissequ” Lacour Cayek, . S,
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»ecretariat, end Coleonies.

e - e

Until 17210, +4roes coloniel affuirs for vhich the Fnrine had been

toreiher with other naval concerns. JIn that year, the norcsa ces

V"‘ 3 ~ PR - ~ 3 - - - P rad : ™ P T Y 1 3 . O3
Colonizs wae creaied su a new sub-depariment of the Marine with 1iis
- -~ - i

vEree @ evilolomy when celeonial finances were sewsreted from Tnoso

. . ORI . L. oL .
wuenh {he CD“1F3};C contineced $o =onisisrer thenm.
\ "

A grect deal of effort has gore into determining the degree of

e
jed
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srifduence which the vresnier eopmis of the

exercised. This roint is of particular relevince to cur study of

LBigot since it has been mainiaired

s . . 8 . a1
first cormis., ce la Porie's, nrotection. Jince ever the Gradis

i

e

1 @y | e+
ne 1ssus kare 10 T8

corresvondence yields no corclusive preonf,

™.

€ lternine just wh=t the extent of the firct ccrpig! pover was, %o

>

se2 whether le vaa carzble of protecting Bipot for a deczde., The

ve will exeanine, as far as the Gradis corresrendence yervits, the

relations btziween Gradis, Figot's chief cellaberaicr, oud the

cférinistrators at Versailles,

N

. oy ~ pet v em oy e ap r - g - P Wy -
praTaontiy, owing to & wmisreading of Dushene, Roguebrune,

P K0 TR N SN S - . P -4
forgetting that the rremder cormis was only cne arong eigihit at the

#nrine, incorrcetly comuzrdd his rest vwith that of & modern dewet

ninister and & gaed ihe

cf-
-t
¢
D
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n of office enjo.ed

3
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of them ens;red them a ‘veritable dictature! over the sdministration

8. TIréganlt, FBAV.. i. 290-29%, iii. 93-100: Roquetrune, op.cit.,
p. 487.
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of the 00L0n1es.9 According to Duchene, wilh the exception o1 le
Rormant, appointed in 1758, svecifically to oversee all the businosc

o the Marine and to countersisn with the rew Finister, Vassiac, all

ina @ o - : - v e
orders and disveatches of 1re Turine, no one previer PILeT 0
176 n- i vta de el fminenc
1160, had ever been-invested with any nore 'gu'uvre sgorie de prilmineng

10

ol 1icieuse,!

-
.
>

aryning thiat Borverss, Pellerin, de La FPorie

I
e
jo»
e
Pt
Q!
3

cnd Rodier had 211 sesumed a epeciel plezce in ithe minisier'c councils,

B - _ « - ~ R I w A
sometines even evitting in the Coreeldl de 1o Fa-ine, Dichéne did rnt
nak & tt 1+ 1o deceritve thei: (DI rneh3 i e 1iher ilat
NAKe dny at; emp [ L eECrine Nel1r rYeos £ F v u PR AT ¢ IS ¢ L0 A TS I

comig nor to specify wheiher thece oithers coniinusd to enjoy dirsct

P
to
£

=

access to the minister. NWoy was the place of privilepge reserved

the «dninistrator of ithe Colonies cuclu-ivelr, since of the 7

ouxr
‘mentioned, only de la Porte held that position. Clearly, if it was
tbe ascendant first commie 1o whom Roquebrune was atiributing

A

decpotic ypovers, then in 211 but de la Torte's cas

©

e
y tirie Tiisl Consnis

e v ame

of the Coleonies was but a cipher. If, on tre other hand, it was the

first cermis of Colonies vwho ves supposed to have this rowver, that

5
~

would noi only overlook the lzarge degrsze of interdependence between

11 . - . .
bureaux, ar.d even ministries, but begs the question of the

ascendant commis' power.

9. Roguebrune, Ibid., p. 475. Fontanieu was first ceimis of the
Purezv ues Colonies from 17310, staying on in 1715, 1ﬂ~5pjtq
of ihe rTe~oriunization of the Narine by the regent. Forcade
held the post from 1725 to 17)8 surrendering it ¢ Arnaud
de'La Porte, who in turn was not retired until 1758,

10. Duchéne, op. c¢t., p. E81. '

11. Op.cit., p. 36. He azgred that desvite the creation of the
Buresu dges Colories in 17106, rany zf{2irs concernins colonies

et S+ e o s

Ccontinued i~ be transacted oy other offices of ihe Yarire:
'#ais les devénses des colonies dervursient rzttzchdes 3 celles
de la rarine: beaucoup de QU(othnc avant 11431 & 1'armement
ces navires dans les ports, & la défense de nos étarlissenents,
personnel administratif ou militaire 3 utilirer continuaient

a
» . . - . -
3 etre traiifes dans divers services.!
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doulle aloo side-sleprea the icsue viere ne gerneroiized that

the extent ¢f the promier coiaais' role in pnlicy naking depended

on hig ability and charecter arnd also on ithe avility =rnd characier
AR S 3 ' ; .12 A . ) 1 ey o gy Coimant Sy om
of the pinister under whonm he served.” Apparently, he vwas Te.orinng

. ’ . . - Y ~ - k] ¢ N Coyey s '"‘*x""'
vo tne first cowmmic of the Ruvest dou (olonies when he ersued thot

e et

o

ite prencdents, vwas accuainted vith wany influentis

I
e
e

celonizlg, and preoecessed a2ll of the corresioncence nassly

the office. FPerhops, in Je 1o Porie's case, being both prenier COmiils

B e d

e
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of Ceolonizs end ascendant comrig, it is conceivable, 2g Duc chén

argued, hat he held; lenire les mzi

-
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X
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f5ils e 1o vnoliticus
ccloniale c¢e la trerce ... hut, whether tlis mut Bim oin a positien

v

te 'contrel' the information reaching the minister ie ancilher guesilion.

. -

‘hile not wishing to guasrel with focuebrune's olzexverion thaid

-2t

the vremiers commis devoied more of their iive to 'le retaill ithan

could the minister, and the 'le détail es’ bien souvent l'es eriie’?,

e i o earrieie .-.

-

his claim is not proved that letiters sent to the governcirs and

. _— U 1 .
irnterdants, 'ne D“"”‘lﬁﬂt anais soug les venx du ministrel! 4 It

P,

rust be pointed c¢ut that if a letier bears ilie vords, 'M. de la
Terte'y, scribbled in the margin; this dees not necescarily wmean ithat
the miuister did not see it. Furthernore, considering the respons-—
ibilities ntiributed to de la Porte it is jwrozsible to belisve ihat
one man could possibly have found tire to advise ‘he wminister on
coneral pblicy, carry on tue normal worklosd of a reqg

-

and &t the =are tine devote ercrry to obstructing, rather

than facilitating the rermal flew of information.

12. Poull(, op.Cit., P. 32
1%, Iuchéne, op.cit., p. 37.
14. Roguebrure, op.citi., p. 481,



Since Filion's work on Navrepas did rot appear until 18

Boulle can not be condenned for exasrerntine the degree to which

this minister depended upon his suborcinnites. Tt is surprising,
N 5 ;. » . K -~ ’ -
nevevar, trat he 4id not dabe a sironyoer line against Pricaclils

ypothesis areout o La Torte since he wrote that Louills, tereierrad

1

to attend 1o all tusinesc himself,' with the result ihat ihe previer

commis' role, 'becawe purely that of 2 burcuucrat becving hic office

N 1 n 16 R &S » 14 -, - ‘e - r .
i ogond order, ! Sirce Ruuillé recalicd Bipot in 1754, to ansucre

suestions about his admirisiretion, clearly, de La Porvte ullinsisly

railed to vpretect hin., The likelilcod 1lii de La Porie wog an

imvoriant factor in Bigoi's re-arvointrent s intendant of Clanadu

hes been convincingiy disvosed of Ly Poulle,” znd it is prolably

15. Msurice Filiecn, La_Penzée et J'iAction Coloniale de Muureypas
viz-2.vis du Canada. Laitions Lemeac, Ottawa, 1972. Filion

is

=5 that Faurepas not cnly rmede the imporiznt nolloy
decisions, but even supervised a lot of the official
correspondance himsclfl,

16, Bculle, on.cit., p. 33. Eoille, a1ypirently, had not made up

his mind on the subject, On D %3, fint., 18, he cited

aLoes

Fréenult as if convinced by his argument: T'AY least one
premier connis, Arnaud de La lorte, used his office to yrotect
+

his iriends and tleir activities from the minicter's scruting

Be vas diswissed in 1758 for his cdishonesty.! On p. 69,

64, however, this ceriainty had become only a poseibili

since Boulle observed, 'That Ziraud de la Forie kept conpromising
documen®s cut of the Minisler's hands ic poecsible ...' znd vent
on to armue that in =ny czse, the minister had sufficient
inferweticn o have iot dzsmiSsG . Ty Ppe 115, rowever. de la
Perte is referred to once again as Zigot's ally ard the censor
of the ministoris mail, |

17. Tnuvlle, 131d,, pp. 88-59. Proulle srpued that the strategic.
situction alone and the arpointimont of a new gove. nor-general,
eudreuil, wmede Bigot's return indicyensable. His contention
that the minister vrobably did not kncw that Bigot was stcaling.
is less convincing fince in the very nuxt yphrase he noted that
Lechault's very {irst letters to “irnt 2fter his retttn to
Carada show 'evident distrust'. lore likely, is that ihe
minister was only too sure of Blgot s distionesty, in which he
differed but 1ittle from many other cnlonial zdmin nistrators,
but wss only unaware of its extent.
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What then was the role that de Ia Porte played at Versal

ot

leg? The

Gradis corresrvondence nrov:ﬁe: som2 clu=g,
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srabst Gradis geveloped duncreasingly clofe aon eclions with

the sdminivtrators at Versuilles during the 2750's. Lo Canadal
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wplier, he travelled to Versnilles at least once a yesr
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the peak shivping period {rom Jarvary throusii-June, ol
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court a week., He knevw the

.
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digpatehed five lsitlers or more to the
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oificiales versenally erd unierstood their corventions. This krowliecge

and the tzct with vhich he arvroached Versailles made the difference

Letveen receiving veryment or bankrupicy. Conseguently, his corres—

roncdence provides a valuable insight into the adminigiraiive practice

of the ¥arine.
As risnt have been assumed, his
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3 CorTreston
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idence with the mirnizte
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;7 formel nature. In it he discussed the guantities of

h)

#o0ds Lo be nkipned to North America, the vrices ai which they could

Lia

be purchkzced, fhe amount of time reguired to processz, pack and snip

them, to whom they ware to ba directed in the colorny and hew he wos

to be reimtursed. During the shipping season, the minister was

a weekly progress report ¢n cperations and explanations fo

]

&)
t’.&“
[N
!
L

ja)
o~
0
»

Cradis rver coubted but thai his letiers we direct.y to *the nminisie

nor that ultim~tely the minister m:de ithe final allecation of contiracis.
Throvehout the 1750's he maintained a2 deiailed correspondence with

both the minister and ¢e¢ la Porte, frecuently rervecating the szme
inforration in letters *c each of thers /filer a particularly busy

(W

svell, on the 2 £pril, 1757, CGradis spclogirzsd to de la Porie

5

or

.18, T-R. Cesgrain, ed., Jrurnal de Vortealr, 1756-3760, (Mortreal,
© 1559-95) p. 489; cited by Frégault, KeAvood, 295,
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£ving failed to keep hinm posted on the progress of hie snipping.

Yo eroused himself caying he expecbed de la verte wonlid have seen

fw

ihe letters he rad writien to the rinigier. An even more striking

1 .

exzmple of the clear distinction in Gradis?! mind telween ihe minisier

end de La Yerie is afforded by his letter of the 20 Sertewver, 1755,

’

in which Gradis avologized to de La Porte:

Queigqua nous soyons bien conveinou, ans(ieu)r,
gu'il n'a peint denendu de VOLJ“ pr”iexiﬁn aupres du
Minisive guie nous nlayone et rvenlouree G2 Nog eVANces

o . B 3 EI 3 : T R -
fournityws de Loewee et de Louvlisbour 2y NOUS
vons cru qu’ll rne serpit peoint hers de preopos gque
" -~ I . 3 i
OUS en ecTivieions nous Ils@me gu Fanistir g 2
. 20
a noilre rewbourcenent ...

Uhis is not teo eay that Gradis did not recosnize the influence

vhich de s Porte exercised. On the 1 Fey, 1757, just after Meras
\ .

1 <4

succeeded Vachavlt s minisiler, Grudis wrole o de La borie to thank

~

. v la lonié de nous

{2l
"

him for the ‘lettre obtligeante que vous wve
e s 1 - . wr a
procurer du Mindistre and ne observed in ancother lotier te k. Vernee

ie lLa Fiviere, an accountant in ihe office at Verssilles,

.
H

is parfaitement vien oue j
M. de la Yorte de la confiance que le ¥inistire me
tencinne., 22

Je e

Althcugh he did not believe that de Ia Peorle nace +he nirisiert's

decisions for hir, obvio qu the minister consulted wiih de la Porte,

s0 it vas a good ides to lebby both of ihem conenrrently. In fact, it

ras uceinl to cultiviate olier clerks in the office sinze de Ta Porte

'J..

rates

in his turn was influencced by the advice of Yis suberdid

-

On-the ¢5 November, 1755 negotiating the contraci for 1756

2

Gredis wrote to de lLa Porte offering his wervices and

C
v

i

urgesting that

[y o

\ (

he might recrrmend them to the minister. FEe pointed out Lhat tre

19. Gradis Correspondence, Corvhook Europe, 1
20. Gradis Ceorrespondence, Copybook Eurcpe, i
21. Gradis Corf,v1onﬁe“ce. Corybonk Furcpe, i

i

22. Gradis Covresrondence. Corybook Furope,
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e minlicients latter ol the 23 darsaors, 17RO reiscied e BUEpCETLCH,
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tut the exeryple is none ihe less illusirsiive of the relationi among

A ficers and the marmer in vhich Greadie atvtempied

T o . (Y i s e .. e Jra K : 4 . o . . 3
fitreaupeh Gradis wag on sufficienily pood terus i
£ _ A |

o - \ e -

to remerk lto owiavd, the former contlroleur ol Ueetec:
Fous nous flaiicns sur lz protection de kir la
Plorte) et gu'il nous rendra ious les serviees qui
devenceront de lui dens ceite cocasion.s?

at lecast one cuse, while en13s€7v3 Bigot's peisuzeive influence i

mizke it arprar that he ignored the intzndanit's initistive. Previonsly

]

in the save letter he had oteerveq:

lous nlavons pas juge .cocnvenable su% ceque

vous pous Toittes 1'howreur de nous nnrouer Gve

'army de Quebee devolt vevs fournir vre lettre de
reccomacdation en netre Isveur pour ¥r de La Plorte)
pour. l'lengager a nors nrocueT Ces asseurances et
qu=ﬂ7 devolt nous ecrire wu sujet ot dlsgir de notre
coté auprés de luy. Nous avons yencé gu'il corvenois
diatiendre d'svoir recue les letires QUE QUi NOUS
arnonces nlutot gue de rien dorsnder et faire connoitre
gue noue ifnorons tolalenent les bontes de 1tamy,

,'“

Tee letter vas sddressec to Rochefort wiore Bréard'wan cxureciecd 4o

arrive from Caneda short!y. He was lisvelling orn Gradis! ship,

2%, Gradic Corresponuence, Copybook Burcpe, 1. 154a.,

©4, Gradis Correspondence, Corybook Minisive, p. 26a,
25, Greadis Covrresrordenaes, rovheonk mwrﬁﬁe,'T Mererben ATHS. 1L 13-,
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Ferhiaps dve to the lete arrival in France of ile L‘Io'*“b on

the 14 Twcevter, Gradis decided to avoroach de Le Porte before Biroi's
leiter arrived. He was still eager for help frem the Canadians and

ard on the 20 Degerber for having failed to #ive him any

N

zdvice or how to arprozch tbe minister. He was unheryy not to hove

.. . . 7 1 ~ . : - PR s 4 s A
recelved Rigotis leiter but ihanked Eréard for having vritten 1o de

[
b
%

o Porte on e wehalfs

Vous me marques MNr gvoir ecrii a ¥r de la

Parie sur nos fouinltures du Cereda de 1755 sfin
. . ’
cu'il treuve guelcve expediani cour leur envoyé

iy

5z Jeur dceulnafaln SVEC WNLNS G r'cvleq.“

So it would azrear that de 1= Porte could not have boeen criminnily

n~n,
L

L. o - S b2 8 i A ® PPN, B S -
asvocinted with Biget and Cradic. Yad he lwen, Gradis vovld noet
M — o< ~ P e, Lo e U A v

had ©to worTy about his eupport, nor would Gzadis have had te rretend

ecs intimate than they were,

12t hi

-

relations with Bigot were

7]

N

Obviously, Gradis believed that an cpinion from Bigot, uviuvideo ce

.

La Porte helieved it to ve independent, would “nfluence the Tirst

compis?! decision to advecate ihe renewal of the Gradis centract. Tt

Y

cceme unlikely that Gradis would hsve irmored a2 special understanding
betveen the two zdministrators.

¥hile interested in his own f{inancial securjtv, Grzdis tock nis

ot
o
T

L
y

responsibilities to the cervice ceriousive. althoush rervous of the

risks involved in wsrtirme shipring, it did not cacur itc him to abandon
the colony. In the same letiter of the Z0 December, he observed:
Je n'ay crue dens les circonstances des choses
et jl ne m'ettoit ras meme norsible dans 1'etzt de la

Colonie de mc cispencer d'aconplir le memo

It was for this veason and in crder to attempi to 1ift the hesvy war

ricks from his shoulders 'sans laisser la colonie rinquer de tout ce

26.  Gradis Corresrvondencs, Copybook Fureps, i. 177.
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dont elle o Losoing', () 1o btravel to Versaliles to

@
<
¢

consilt with de 1o Porte in person. Belisving in the justic

’n

his reqguest he was convinered that the minister wonld agree to
fuarantee his risks or orcder that the grods be carriced on royal
shipse ilence, Gradis! brother-in-lew obrerVed 1n & 1etb9r to Erdard
on the 29 Decembers:

11 ntest guestion avjovrdthuy gue de savolr cormsns

I T A 'z T, . L, i -,
& indedre et L. de A Torie Ilenlendraont aiin de
3 v - iy R canma T e Y I

VOLY prendre wi UATLY I0ra, AU SUTPLLE e SULE

couvaincu glavante gue 1, ¢e la Fevie foira tovd ce cutil

depencra de Yuy pour procurer le Pariy le plue fuvor-
zble et le plus svantapevis gu'il luy seva vatlblc.zi

De la Porte's svbordiintes, btesides having a goneral field fo

“xign o 4 SR PR g L s -3 - NPT v
cvergee, vare 81‘ 0o Tﬂ 0Oye Goar SUTC Ty trers e the red arose. HEDY
T e g £ [N .. S S 4 ~ . ~ ey 3 b
NIVLIere, 07 F;‘},B.LM ey ¥ 1 T g ac @d 85 a secraty y oy de & PO.YtC‘

On the 22 February, 1757, Grodis wrote tharxing him,

‘de vous etre au:
o .
veus = donné I

—
N

i

si bien scauitte de la Cramissicn que
de la Porte de nwus ecrire pour nous
intention cdu Ninistre etoit que rien s

oxdoun=r que 3
nous arreley ¢ons l'execulion de lloperation dnnt jlay
, ,

€LE CLETIE «eat

T,

Gradis iound it uerful to nnintein close relatione witn Ia

Riviere, not only as another chunnel to La Porte srd the minister,
but also beczuse La lliviere himself was in & pociiion to exredite
Gradis' buriness. A letter of the 18 Jul:r, 1755, o7 Gradis io la

e 1. R JPT P PRI $ Y N N T g &
viere, srhows that the clerk was doing the paver woerk for the

previsions sent on the King's account to C&na‘, and Tie Boyale that
JERT S

Vouz rous faittes l'acitié, Wonsieur, de nous
infernmer conme on vous a remis nos [actures des envoyes
des lard et farires ypcurnue vous euvcsies a en faire
l'examain et la verification des calenle yrur etahlir
v prix des urs et des auvtres, dang lequel entrera le
rrix d'achat des barils, et lous les outres fraix
quoi vous aves la bonde de travaililer yourcu'on v
donner les orders a il de Rostsan qu'il en pacse le
itraiite tant pour ies achals que pour les frets 9

he

7. Gradis Corresvordernce, Corybook Fuz uﬂe, i. 188a.
8. Cradis Corresyrndencs, Cervhook Mnrore ) 944, 17.
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. . - . --' e . pw s o] H ryr o en &
Ia Riviere wus alco called upon in 1795 to seitle Gradis’® accouny

for the freight of yrovisions sent tc Bifet ond Dulverns in 1753 #nd

1754. EHe seems 1o nave exercised a neasure of indeporcence in Gevisivy

p
=
)
o
=
M
o)
-
0

ettlins the accenunt after the decisions in rrinciple had

4 -

been daten by ihe minister cicce Gradis poted that 1o Riviere haa
been in dirsct conlact with ihe 'vremier comsis du burecu de 1llevewoin
, 50

des comates de la Marine des colonies de Paria, in ovder to discu-s

- o V- “. 2 L - - B | ER
o pey ment could be arranpgad, ‘e silvaiion wege evecentional and ia

-~

Y L .
niviedye rna

3 had to be breusht in vecause Rostan, the ccupisealiro-

RS [ . s T, . . i A A T T
ordennaiteur of Borieszux had refused to 'teesser de {raitie' on ths

~grounds thzt Gradis had no sworn statements from en 'arcimeur' to

prove that the goods nad indeed been ehiyped., Nor did he have sny

A1

K - ooy . i 1 e X . S 4. 1. P PRI B
nstructions from the minicier. Conceguently, it had teen decided
hat the most cuitable mesrs of offecting payiwont vwould be g Litre

de gratification!. It vas the pratificetion upon which La Riviere

was at work during July 2755,
Tt 1t was dndirpenesnle for official ageris to waintain closno

relations with the individuals advinistering the Daurivic ig shown by

the correcuvonience of the later 1750's, ©Bver with his excellent
connectibns, Gradis was toltering on the brink of rerkruptey owing
to non~-pazyment by the Crown of cutsizrding accounts. As early as
the 18 July, 1755, Gradis was sui{ficiently haré ricaced 1o wriie 1o

£l

Is liviere that he was preparcd to g1ve up T

i
&
O
2
=
N
\ﬁ
-
O
=
)
*h
s
o

S
-
®©

could receive his principal,

Cuard & la comuission de f'=V’0ﬂ s€ prarose
de rious allover, nous aurTons 1'hionreur de vervs dire,
de vous a nouu, rous rreffererions gu'on n'en vrssat
mucune et qu’on nous tint compte <e nos avinces dune
esauelles nous somres demuis bien dn terms. Il nous
I -

a koA u.
la livr

N LC*

axer rreccae weut cormplant et rere avint cue
wison de lu plus grande ypartie rnous avent etd

~

30. Gradis Correspondence, Coryhook Furcepe, i. 38a.

31. Grz=dis Corresnondence, Coryhook ! uvvlquu,.to Zigot, 8 July 1755,
. - b

i.600,



AW
-
L3

jto, syant dorné des forts acerpies puwr cuntr e miguX .,
servi ot pour obtenir la warchrndise & peilleur wa :rche.”

Despite appeals to the minister on the 5 Avpust and thie 20 Sepreanar,
~ .t - o~ - R . A Ty, ,
to de¢ La Porie on ithe 29 fugust, and the 20 Swplewber, by tha ©8
Ceicbher, 1799, Cradis still had received no pnguvnu ST WAL WMOVED
"

to appeal te Lo Riviere yelb arsein, Tnie time La Hiviere was adie

e get thinrs moving. On the 4 Bevember, Gradis wiote:

,
?
"

!
-

«

- T AP LI o e s b
o que vous syvez Taii Llhonneur do nous maYQUS
B H

{:".

¥ e : . . A P R

2 de 1a Porle swe resourensis oo pous et qutil
5

1

2.

Pl

\

Y

gse bvropneeit de nour faire Lopener des fondsy cel

nous a empechHs de luy ecyi ' i
faire plhqu gu'il le s
} ] ivi t ie © a7 ~ 1l OV
Altrough Ia Riviere manzged to persuczae de la Torie to ewmtiioy

3

2 ' : | B L, ~ o~ PO L s T
Gradis upon the estimaiece for Mevember ard lecemibar, the agoount 71544

R I e 5 i B . L PUUEL N B : .
vas volt folly psid in Debruery 17960 4s Gralls 2xXyisiceld to 1A
Rivier n the ™ nig hank S wer rakinny difiicuitiey aver
niviere ¢n U ,__Luz 18 Dankers w« e aLing AL ACiL i Qveas

payment of the pruv1 sions of 1756 when 1755 had not yet bmen Tunded,

De Ia Poruve wes prriiculsriy anncyed vhen the bankers, Chavert and

’

. P R B K. Y. SR - 4 A - o e LA, T
Banquet, vrots to him threzitoving tn 'leisser protester dog lettires

(e chanfa, 135 It aorezire that it was only owing in ihe continuing
efforte of la Eiviere that the accouni was Tinelly paid, Grrdis was

still complzining to him on the 2 April het the acconnt ves oute-

b

standing and it vas ouiy 'in suarly ¥ay

fg ibe years went by Gradis was forced te mobe increasingly Jong
7
visits 1t~ the Court in order to regulaiec his asccounte and paywent

teceme even less prompt. Tn 1756, having zlrezdy spent the fires

fortnight of the year ot Verszilles, Grsdis left for the cariial on

4

s Correspordencs, Conybook urcre, i. 38a.
s Corresrordernce, Comybook Furecpe. i, 128a.
is Correw-nr:ﬁrnm,, Copwbooir murere, i, 219,
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June first erd did rot get b-ck to Bordeaux urtil the 27 Awgmiet,

Kot } i ; O : p ; i TS P RN
Kost of ithe time he had crent wailing in ihe minister’s envi-ciaminr

and even so was still awaiting

>

- . . DIV BRSO § e~y
cornfirmatineg of his emcicyuent upon

the royal acceounts in Sepismb er.37

Although the sheer Jrek nf funds was ihe preatest innedinant
to prompt paymert, a proeblen which becars acute at ihe end of the

Yo, -
Gegaday BLH

. . e 3 ) - . . H R, IR S S
ative inefficiercy wias al Jeast o contribuling

cause, It is wauanirg not only that Gradis --uld bave bad
weeks at Versailles in order to get hic kuainess francacled, but

+that ihe sccounting shoold have been dore zt Versailloo at i), «nd
by no less a persciege lhen la Kiviere., Uinoe, in perers

authorities were in charse of the muni

38

"Rochefort,” Versaillee cnly an

\..
;_:.
=
5

it may well be that this zrvranperment wes vrecipitated by Rostan's

is tre cacge it shows to whet extent Llie ~crvvice was veinerable to

the vhimrs of its cervantc, In any event, ithere is no doubtit that it
added to the heavy vworkleood alressy on La Riviere's shoulders. As
OGradis remarked to Lz Riviere on the 18 Seplenber, 17561
Vous ne derde Tas mznouer 2l'oceu apation, Tes
etats suvcuels vous travezilles sont penibles
o

mals e rme misux cus vone n'est en situstion
h gr
d'en verir 3 bout,’O

*ﬂi"

'\‘

uring his sojovrn at Versailles, Grodis worked out with la

Riviere = sysiem that weuld save him time:

Je me monleray (wrote Gradis) & 1'avenir Tour
envoyer mes lactures sur le rcowolire que vous deves
we fralire rarvvenir de cette manicre., Je voue eviteravy

un travzil penible et 1ncmmmode en faisent 1'appre-

ciztion de ceque chagn ?f{iC]ely@rj@ndra ryvec leg
freiv ce wvoliture, cmr,v.ﬁ sason G'achal sur les I euw

[l
. by 13 .
et Jjvsgues a bord du navire de la maniere que
comes converu,4l ‘

nous

e e . e n ——

Gradis Co ‘q*O“uOT e, Uonvbook Europe; i. 144.
See below, vy, ]02 44,105,108, 1’1»1/7
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Orice again the difficultics experienced by Gradis jn the recoverys

A%}

of his funds and his derendence upon Lt Riviere's fond will was
highlirhted:

Si je me trouvoie dans un zutre position,
jlattendray vnlentiers, mail vous jugeae bien
gue dans les circonsilances present FeSs, J
de mes fonds vour faire frer A mes affa
meroire a ce goe je travseil A T
compte sur 1€b hantes de 17 ae T }tO“te) ¢u
ve mlovblira pas et que vour sves soin de i y

Lo ot L2 T .- P S, 7. . Leoen ey
Crn rFXﬂalchzr I mencire Cans 1Lloccesion,

Pesnides leepins de Lo Forte informed of general proicess Gooals
oi'ten wrote dirvectly to him eiiler 1o solicit preliminery ayprroval
for rnovel arrangements or wren reguiring exirmordiner: eoninigtiniive
rction to procure Tmds. 0Oa the 15 April, 1755 Cradis iufoermed izt

that he had, that same duy, written to & laievie requaciing that he
order lnctan to =migcn the feovwme required by Gradis for the reimburss-
ment of the freirnt of rrovisions shirped to Bivnt, Mluerue ana
g 43 ’ a b '] e K ad
Vaudreuil, Rostan was reiusing on the gronnds that the letter ol
s [

administrative procedure wd not heen followed ot the time of disypaich,.
As in the case of the contract for 1756, Gradis cduplicated his letter to
gz La Porte wi‘h another ore, phrased in more direct language to Ia
Nivviere ir which he complained that '(Rostan) est formsliste et il
se vigue d'exactitude Jjusgues a ltexces.!'

de La Porte could trike the nececsary -drinistrative zction on their

¢wn, O *he & July, 175y, vriting to Bigot, CGradis caids

_l .
;’ 4)

Jlay eu 1'horneur-d mer MU de Ls Porie de
toutes ces aliflculf €s qui icus paroisent bien
deplza~s et 1'avons prié clsvoir la honté
dlengages Le linisire a luy denner des neouveaux
ordres pour cella. 45

1

In ano*her cmase, Gralis vrote 1o de La Porte on the 25 Nevember,

. S R I A T P AP, N P 1
1[56, explaining that the orguis de vavdzeuil bad =ent them an order

42. Gradis Correspondence, Corybook Lurepe, i, 144, znd sece above v, ©0421,
43. Cradis Correspondence; Corybook Amerigue, i. 4u=z,

1
44. Gradis Corresrondence, Corybook Eurene, 21 If-

v

A ;.:);,’, :‘-nriﬂ'cz«!

45. Gradis Corresvondence, Copybook Avericue, i. 104



upon the tressurer of the Larire for 1,500 livres. Ii vas ithe sum

which had been aviurded him s a gratificaticn arnd ves intended to

menner of proceeding, Gradis adnitted, !'Preserte au premier asract

146

3

to de lLa

o he w-o writing

(¥

e i e .
whe ierme gui yarosi irregsuliere,

Al
a

Porte for direction on how ifo rrocire poayment. At first he raceived

x

no satisfaction from de la vorte and wrote on weveral occasions 1o
TIa rdviere avbout it, acking hin to inlereede with de L2 Porte. 'The
admﬁnisfratjon‘s first recponse vas, typically, more red tape. On
the 4 Jevwuery, 1757, Gradis vrote to La Riviere crwrplsining trat

¢ 'pwnrde du Tresor Ropsli

hed given him satisfaction. Therefore, he vould have to send ic

v
s

‘audreuil,

'les guatre qu<vréc e parchemin gre vous neus adressea

pourgu’'il les sidgne et nous les renveyg par guaire

differentes vai~s¢a17 ...47
bl

(iradis' persistence was fivally revarced. Having corresponded yet

again with de la Porte, he wag on the 2 April, 1757 able to thank

o

ce La Porte jor Lnving aryrenge

ced for the zccepinnce of Vaudreuil's
/8

certificate

A measure of de Iz Porie's effective zuthority is that his

LSRR

approevel wes snfficient security for Gredis to termin the sub-

contracti,g. While Gracis was in Faris his brother-in-law relayved

the inforuation to Erdard on the 10 Jawvaty, 1756, that:

(Vr Gradls) avoit eu l'honneur de voir 17 de la Porte
gui luy avoit derondd vm meroire de ces demandes au
cujet des fournjtures gui luy avent remis. Il 1l'svnit
trouvé bien et luy avoit donné rendezvous pour le pre-
center dimanchie d(erni)er aun Ministre. 'En otiendant
il luy a dit gu'il pouvoit deonrer ses crdres davs les
divers endroits de fzire rerare les marchancices v
le vlus provplement gqutil se poura.49 )

-
-3
-
i1

A6. Gradis Correspondence, C\pybook LuTore,
47, Gradie Correryondence. Copytook Buroys .
48, Crodis Corrwc“ﬁnﬁﬁnce, Comybook Lureypa, 1ii. ©4
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De La Porte's authorizetion wes neverihnless. only provisioral.
On the 8 April, 1755, Gradis had written to the minister asking him

addrcoern the inveices

50

.\
j—y
—~

da

to vhom in Canada and Isle Royale he shoul

for a supplementary shivment of flour and liard, Under ine pressing

T owpanr v e - LR RN, 2 > ; v Tiesmbn T
cireungtance s an informal girvective from de 1o Perte hnd

1

sufficient wuihority on which tc begin the owmersiion.: On the 20

Avril, 1755, Gradis wrote to Bigots

Pay une lebire que nouu venons de recovolr
ordre de veire zni ot du notre, I de Ia i
ve Versaiiles le 14 du moie; il nous donre
vous informer gus nous vouo adressercrs
de la pariie dey marchancisss gu'on nous
dont nous avens ew 1l'honsneur de vous donner sv1is
lorsgue vous e€tiies a la Rechelle.”

™o

le Tz Porie nous a fait
uS avons &£nvoves ces

‘suivant les ocdres que X
rarser de Voiro Crizade
connoissements & I

It was only upon receipt of ewnplinzit instructions from the minicter

that he relazed,
Nous soumes, NﬁLr, e ire {1attds de la

e -icfdct on gue Votre Grandeur & bien voulu nous
noigner var la letire dont ¢lle nous a honvore
9 ge ce moit. MNous coniinuerons cone 1Uw.e

nos expoditiCﬂs coine poeuTr notre compte, et_su

‘des cornoissemznts gue nous enverons a Euss" Pigot
et Frevost,2?

a—&- o)

e Cradis had good prounds {fop varasiness until the miuister
had hirmeelf ¢ prreved contracts becomes all the pwre evident when it

g realizes that even ministerial p** zl wre no iron-clsd cusranice

tede

that the terms of a corirect would be honoured. wuTing his visit to

Versailley, in tre summer of 1756, Cvodis had nernifated with de la

50. Cradis Correcyoncence, Covybook winistre, p. 21.
51 Gradis Cerresvon denee b C(W’i"..}"i'm("«r; J'er:(f:l"J.Qm: ) i. 37 o
2. Cradis Corresrvonderce,; Copyboeok N 1

NinZwire, 29 April g D20
5%. Gradis Corresrrmuence, Copybook tinistre, 17 May. ne 24,
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vorte the contract for 1757. On the 4 Septecber, 1756, he informes
B V4 . . . . . . y_ » . e I P e
Bréard that the rinister, hinself, had given his arrrchaticns

On dois aussy me remettre l'crdre pour sccomplir ie

nemcire pour 1tmomde yrochaine gu'lon mla foit prsver

. . e e . Y S

et j'ay commrunigqua 2w Minictre cul m'a cunrgé dly

faire travailler ...04
Consequently, Gradis' surprise and dismavy cnuld net heve heep preater
than when at tie beginning of Octolrr he wins informed thet Versaillcs
r

had decided to re-open the cortract. In a letter lo Ja Riviere ot

the 9 Ocicber, 175h, he expostulanteds

Ce gue vous_pme fnites l'houneur de meC nariver,
W . vt . , oo s o § o o
Lon Lres crisIr ko, LAY 18 JeiL e gue veus miaves certd
le 27 ©u HQiS dewqj@r teionre €1 we suryrend.  On ne

reut pus dlavantaege. Je ne devois pssg mlaitendre a
la reforw» qui vienne-d'otre faite arres tous ce oui
rlavoit 8¢ prcnis et wére pes lrsities sipmds, tant
pour ma cornission aue pour le iret corn navises,  Jf
e suls dlaviznt piag svrpyris gue le Linistize a2 ¢~
conpue la differernce gu'il ¥ a sur le prix ds mes
fournitures & celles qui se foat par les {-aittes
verticuliers cus mire 1le Roy seroit soin J
moyennant ce gu'il y a de mieux comme il
var le compte ruton luy en a recdu.)

N
-y
d-
&
n
D

Urfortvrately, the Gredis rarvers give no indication wheire
La Porte or *the rmirister who wa« restensible for this abrupt reversazl,
This was one cese vhere g~od relaiicons with the aedminicstrative

avgistants vas of crucicl imporiance. The 4 Juvuwwry, 1757, found

Gradis ssking La Riviere for a copy of the contracts he had sirmed

the previous snummer in orier vO vut tosether & protest asningt the
ol

e = P> N - - . WA £ S - oy e 3 > e . ; U
arpitrar,; rvduction made ~n his freighi poyuerts and cormiscion.”

i to whether he succeeded in imvrovirg the ¢nnditions, the Cradis
paperg are also silent., PFovertheless while he was zt Versaill
during the early =swwner of 1757, Gradis croc to an asgyecrent with

[ 1

the idiinistration. TP nwet huve been rotisfactory since Cradis,

“

is Cowrespondence, Copvhook &

is Correcrondence, Corybook Burepe
] npe
56, Cradis Corresyondence, Coryteck Murcpe, ii. 431.
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) . B B ' 4 P R S, b o Jpua
cespite his earlier threats,”’ agread to uncerizke the siinments lor

p)

9]

the following year.
So, vhile de la Porte minaced le dftail of the Yarine and nade

meny on-the-spot decigions, these decisicns were conly yprovisionnl,

requiring ultimsiely the minicler's arvrobation. Ye erxercised

T

g - ) ) N . - - . s 2 1.
mormaus Influence over the minister, rut was nivself subject o whe
1 ‘ S L RN - ey pp e Fad .

Juence cf his subordinntes. Certairly, in e wanag=ment of the

T s + N e s F 2 T o ey g s 4 cen XY e gt
s Graedis centracts, de la Yorte can not bo gasd 1o heve dicrowed of a

=3

'veritable diectatnre’. Uor would his diafluence over the regicnal
acminisirators arrear io merit this Jdeserigiion.
£

Since there ie no set of privatle payers to teciify to the

exact relationshiv of de L2 Porite wiih the regional auminieirators,

. . o Sy o d T Lo EEGFAN B R i s gl N

it c¢zn not be invesiigated witih equul roecision. De iz Torvie’s uorer
S Neg - T oyt - R B S ey s NN S

cold not, hovever, have been any greater ithan Veveailles!'. s, zne

means of delurm1n¢ng e upper 1init wonld be 1o see to what exient
Vorsailles controlled thc eachivity of the vorts., This inguiry will
rrovice a good 'econtrol! for the discuscicon of ihe colonies since
the iniluernce exercised by Verszilles cver colonial adiinistration
could not have heen any nore <ffective than tte=t held over the much
nearer rorils of Frence.

mver since Ccluerii=z time, Versailles hnd tried 4o know all
anc direct 211, but the itheory vas Jar {rom the rractice.,  The sheer
slovness of co,“u:icati' 1y letlers taking up to five days even to
travel from LRechz=fort to Versullles, for exsamrie, made it indispercable

that local sdministirators should meake many decisions, even if ornly on

a provisicral thrsic,  Surplies had to be ordere?, ships coverhauled,

for #11 these, & plethors of contracts to be

57. Sce below. Chapter I, pp. 42,43.
i Coroes TOHd@HCQ, Copyboﬂk Ameriqu@’ 1o Lok
?4 JU] , L757. 1. 213a.
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negoiioted and overseen. OQuviovsly, the needs of each uori could

only te asscssed on the spot by an intendant who wro well versed

. + d i VN A 24
n if escll dnleranncy

P e bttt d

(D

the details. How eagy it would have be
had been an island unto itselfl ard each irntendant could safely

e vty e et e e

nave been invested with sufiicient authority te moke o1l decinions,

P - . LR I YA 4o < 43 N I ST IIPs PP R
The interdancies vere not iflands but rather inleriediste Jinks

: % e, 371 IR T 1., - :
in the chain netween Verszilles, the hipn sess and the Jrrthest
7 - N PR it o 4 ey o VT T o~ T o
eolony., Neval sveplies covld be chmnrelled (hrough Le havres or

3 - " . —— . N . L2 H R S . RIS -
Nantes juot ao rexdily as ihrovgh Rocheferyt and Bordsaud.,  'the o000

of enwix epob wes net just a metter of sdmindestrative conveniarnoe,

There vere real variations in the jvice of shipping and the avail-
Fad

2bility of sunrlies derencing upen the foriuvnes of Jocal chirpers

]

and the state of the harvests. Toe local

rozition to male compnrstive Judgements on ibhe praocticsability of
his port or another, nor could he know vhat the colonies nweded.
Ultinately, Vercailies hnd o ve the finsel srbhitor.

Unfortunately, trere was po cleny derarkation of responsibility.

Although nc initzncznt could have questioned Vers all]ﬁC' firal

.'3“
Q
H
p
ch

&
g
joF
o
Q
Lde
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e wvhat contracts weire to be iwcued at the port,

b

M
3
o
A\k\
-
-
e
M
]
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etence to judpe the honesty of the prices negotisted

ry the intendant or the cualily of the goods rupplied was limited,

4 I N - A ST - 4 1. - .
cailles wes tound Yo rely upon ihe revorts of

I - LA

In most inctancecy Ve

the pert staff itself. OShould a dispute arice between ive intencond

Bt S VA,

Versailles vas czlled upon to arkritrate, tut at
whnt odds? The denger lay teiween irealing a merchsant vnjvetly, or
failing to support ome's loczl reprecerntetive. Versailles and tle
regional administirators vere, e%en 2t the best of tizew, oyrressed

HAERS

by a movnizin of corresrontence gince Veresailles wished 1o be

resularly informed of cven the least sigmificant adminictvriive Ardnd
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If a local supplier like CGradis fell out with b

deluge of recriminetory corresnondence wag adils

Versailles to lose correepondence and vr-g somotimes caught by its

INe, S P . R ~ by ' -, P | Tuven s . AN s : P
tﬂ _A.'t t!l(: ,J‘.‘.:,Q:‘!H_Ec;“t,. SO0 "'4 oA tr'q;r’_ F-0RNPHE S IO UALIIN & Doar CO,”‘fuu o &

Vereailles to impose their (vn soluticns. In the face of a

deternined irtendan® the ninisier, shord of faking the Jdroetic otep
1 3 cas I R | TR N PIRE ¢ < ' F AR Y -~ -y Vv
of revaving him was reduced, eliher to avprvronation of acilone takon,

or an inpotent wringing of hends.
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¢ protanly oversialed the cree wien ne olnerved thav:

o
o

Fochefort fut, wvendant prescue toute cwtie nériode
(the e fhtCenT ce ‘urv> 1e *

but, it is true that Fochoelort ves a vary imrorisnt naval buoe durling

this prriod ard of pariicvlzr irterest becnvse it was ithere ithe

e irtendant of Doche

i e —_— o e S —

ori wae not only respensible for

iith ibe
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acministering the port, bhu
Turictions of & territorial iniendsnt becoming resyonsible Ior the

develorrent of the tevn of bochelort. Of the intendant's functiors,

. e v, R
Lenoine wyoies

Cl'est a 1ui aue stadrecesient lee ordres de la Cour;
il en éizit ltex <cu’LU“ vesponable on e

le dirransatesrt des sraces.  Toule 1a
foncticrnaires ancuilissait o Iuil, et, :
officiers de rurine €iaicnt nominzlerent sovs les
ordrezs du Ccurandant en fait, dzns le peri, en raison
ce leur forciion, un grand nonbre dl'entye euy e
trouveient suborag nnﬂq a1 Inten@ant.6o

If *y this leucine mesnt only tha

t the interndant vas the eftfeciive

rericue ceg frchives de 11 lpnagd,

e aa - ot ey W s

fort: (Pwris, 1“’3) e O,
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adminivtraiive officer i

o

n the port, then no taken,

- - 2o A2 PR - -~ . . - - - - . Ve
The iwplicition aypwears 1o b, hovever, ti.1 he also enjoyed a lar -
measure of social prestiige.  In Lhe eyes of & Canadisan obgerver 1in

1750, thi

dishonocured.

4\,)€ 1_ ,‘

.|_.

Ca e

S

£3 ¥

angd office of commandant was

{ihe

aven

Terence, de voir nos gouvverncay

et iniendant en Canndae ou de les voir ici, war il nl'y a
N8 un enseisme Gui ne so croit au-deesun e ltinterdant,
et jlad ritic de vt celda, lorrgue Jren sntends pailer,
Lo enmrecdant r;’w.s;a; pas plus cue Jes cuirng et 11 n'a
auvcurie poeigue co distiretion, Oue downvenit vonser fous
ces rescieurs lersgutiie vienrent en notre 1eve?  omine

nousg honoerons
point du tout
-tats et le

4

ven de

coux gui sont 3
le Ce difidre
TOorGire s

en

&
FU

~y . 3 - . ¥ 2
Socinl presiige uvide, Just as the colionial intorndants vere reld
ek e
ultimately revpeorncible bHy the mirnister Iov the civil comindistration
ol their colonies, so also vas the irntendant of Rochefort for ihe
\
running of his port. ATler ave perticulnrly rancorous dispute netween
Rochefort and Versaililes, the minister uiisred the lost word seying:
s 1, h) bl - - ! . e - s
la part gue 1. de Tockzlar {(the Covernor of Pochefort)
peut y avoir pric ne vous Jucstiffie pas, wuiscue vous
re pouves yng igrorer cue ces corvieg de detn’ls vous
regardent et cue vous estes cevl regsnonsatle de llex- 60
(ecuti)on des cidrezs cue le Dov vous denne a leur sujet,

interdsnt

fa'ir of the rinister 4o stizck the

d conuucted himselfl throeup

s, since he had o

in a woy ke thoucht to be in the best intercestae of the service,
In 1723, the wr*eiﬁ::i, tiaving warned ithe minisier theat the

R

Jezon p

Trvale,

vhanly vweould not kol

wes neverthnelecss bliarcd when this turned out

d

=

vnlies desiined for Isle

to be the cace,

100k the fir=1 decs si

“although it “sd bteen the minister wh ion ‘o ueo
itre ship. In a Jetter of the 24 Fetriary, 1738, thal the minicler
61. C{;T(’N—" cndence of fne. R»A wn 1955; P(:gon & de Y:1lebo s

~

23
AC, B, 69,

Loy
v'\_-\.#

2 ( Autr

62

1750, p. 94.

Lieu:i) 19 ¥auv



wrote to RPezauharnocic, he obrarved:

Jlay, Vonsieur, recu
Je vous &y wargud gue je ¢
1'TIsle Tovale sar ce que vous m'avies observd ouo
le Jason ne pourait peut etre conternir itous Jes effe
2 y ilransperter. Clent co gue ‘e vaus pr;e g ver

vlus particulis rerent porcecue mon intention ue

.

X
le destiner vour cdite colonie par preir'wrcc au Pro

>
<
O
[ond
s
[3M]
Nk

[

$ ] oy s ) W | U
cngant Yo @8 dicoovered ithat despiie

PN

In the weanti: the horried ind

-

his aprreheusions chout ihw copacily of inc

S|
S04

(U

-

5
5
i
Ll

in any c2se to anbetitute thoe e

"
gue le Frofond cormandd psr 1. ce Meals ne poura estre
>tour :

Jlaprens par une 1Dt+re cue je recoig co St Doningue
:

He went on to swy iret the only hepe of losding all of the provicions

ordered for Isle Roynle weuld be to reduce the crow fyom 200 o 150
and tc take off B8 to 10 crunon as had been dore when . de Counlomue

opposition of the czptain to the reducticon of crew. On the 9 April,

s himself:

vithout consuliing Zoavhernois,

i. de Chavegnac m'a rep:~wonté guten
equipage & 160 howmmes, ce se*wﬁt l*eanRQP
hors d’ntat de Faire faire des mancenvras

& scecident ... ie trouwveray ton que 1'ilquivags de
seesu soit porté juson'a 200 homees an licu de
60, comme vous 1':vies p:n,o“’ et wve de 1'ovols
: .5t & croive gue cela
echers, pas 0126 t,u‘ lcs effa‘s e enverer a 1'Isle

ey
- it . » i
Poyule ne puiscent vy oetre emuarguef.“é

Y

Az a convenuence, it is hardly surprising that on *the 24 Yay,

Peavharnois had to inform ihe sinicter thet the lrct G0 tons of {fraipht

63. i, rochelnrt, 1E, 108, (wiu
64. A.¥., Rochefort,
20 February, 173%. p.d4.
65. A.M., 1E 1:0, 1p.69,
66. 4.u.. 1% 128, p.153.
67. A.id., .1E 367, p.139,

g _ i 3 2
sier w0 thae antendan r. O7.
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could not be fitted orto the Jazin. Crnsidering the exylicit fashion

with which Peauhsrne’ds had advised the minister of this likeiihend,

it was most unjust of the minisler to reply on the 2 Junet

J'avois lion de croire aun . de Chavromnc em-
barcuercit sur le Jazon ious les etfeis deotinds
pour l'isle Revties (17 aryone nid idven him the

L
impression it must hove besu ihe cupiuiu nimeel )
Bt je n'ay vis eid pew surpris dlayrerdre par volve
derniere leitre qu'il en lulxu". pouy prﬁs'd: 90

Id

Vd o

On(‘”-'ﬂ’\t.’, Dé?(j{:-e vOus :Jvc;r‘ R R

gu'il y avoii a taire en coite colonis el de leur cn-
combreront, vous suriec du {aire constater ce gui

p wroit etre winberaud sur ce veissenv, Faio dars LT
sttt ou ernl Jeo chicees, 31 re resto wma d'aéy

& PrencTe que ¢lonvoyer par un valssesluw Farchesnd ce

le Jauon ne peut voint erporicr ...0¢

[o a1 3 .~ g ~ . w e . 2o .-
The folleowing yeer, when 1he into:s

i
¥

T oo ; P N BT - » 4+ 1 < d T et
Jezon would bo adeguate, hie Lurned o derf ear fo the minisier
4 ,

Hovale instlead. Obvricuvely he was gambling

not iteke a sustained interesi in the zfiair aa

to pretend that he was Jollowing Lie mianister's own crlors. This
tipe, however, the ninister's siaff found tre back copics of the

relevent correspondance znd the intendant vas subjected to cne blast

ience f specific dircctives., 1In

.

the {insl event iha Jazon ;voved adcocounte to the task,
Oni “he 26 Ferruezy, 1739 Pesvlzrnoisn, in a letter fTo ihe

minicier aclnowiedged inat he had rece ved orders to cend the Profond

lg

i

40 Isle Foyale, He resirded the ministor, howevery that only the week
nefore e had intorned him that the Jezzon, although rot in a fit sizte
to nzke «rny of the dsnigercus aprrodches 1o the riboean ports. covld

cuite zafely wnke & iast voyage 1o

€

-

ations uron the recomucndsiions of
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Hespite the minister's previcus order to ready the Frolond Ior ane

. A T - v ) 1.1 3w 5 A \~r~4- +
voyage to Jele Rovale, on the 12 Werch,'' Boouharnois repeated to

the minister that he was urping the replacement of the fPr rofond by

the Jazor. Consequenily he was putting off the cverh-ul of bhoth

~

ships until he recaivad new orders from Versailles.
The minister resyonded with a rocket on ths 20 March$

re convisut point de changer lo d ‘vtlnatlon gui
donnfe au Prmforﬂ pour la ceupsgns de 1'1s)
1

T..4

). I 5 ;g PR ot o
\L' LTE e ) .‘_:,9 o Jun bg, PR AR PO 18 }.r_‘_/.-',‘*x__t YL LT TG 1 f-

dans 1'1n0**“eﬂﬁent de l’anﬁwe derrieve gue o vaisseau
ne put ras porter tout ce qutil y ~voit a envoyer danse

-
cetts colornie., 11 est VPJT cizten redulsant, com
le vroyosds, -son Equinege, jl ¥ resteroit plus 4
mais outre cu'il y a le awanﬂ habillemsnt 2 envoyer
cetie anrée-cv, i re greicues Inux sauniers.
Ainsy, vous feris nr@‘p:—‘wf‘-eﬁ"‘ 18 Profona pout cetio cani.

Et je vous exnliguersy incesezprent les intenticus du Roy
oir rarort an J&zan,7

m ~1
.
&
Q

+1 B 2 . 2o - wiren - R 17 R i~
On the 2 Apr¢1,7 the minister was informed ihot the intendznt

accident

%
|

had complied with his crders: however, on the 7 April,
to a private chir, the Perle guve Deaguliarnois the elcuse he wanted
to follew his own wishes. In ithis letter he told 1o minister that
he a&ud Rochalsar. huaving conferred toseiher, ned cecided to destire

~the Profond to louisiana in place of t..= Perle, ihere beirg no

suitable merchant ships fc hand., They had already begun to trars-
ship goods from the Ferle in the FProford,

The minister wi:a very arnncyed by tnis decision, On the 13 April,’
writing 1o Paoszuharnois, he insisted that the only ressible excuse {or
the increased expendiiure it weuld entnil would be thzot freightine a

private rorchantmsn might so returd the operation as to joeopardize

tre prowpt errival of the geods in Touisiana. Coosequently, the wrath

70. A.¥., 1B, 368, p. 78.
T71. A 1%, 129, p. 165,
72. A.L., 1%, 368, p. S5
7%. ... 17, 368, p. 1C4.
740 A - B, 691 (hc Dﬁixneiion),
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of the minicter knew no bounis wlen Peailarnois, having rejecied the
proposition of a private werchant reccnwended to him by the minister,
he persicied in his plans for the Profond:

B e ISR,

s M, vostre letive du 2% dn wois df
a destinstion de la flute du Roy le Profonn
&

o

e
2u Sujet de

L
. . » - ] ‘ 2 PO
ARTen voug #voelr evplioud sl preciserent Jes jrientions
B ' .2
de 5.V, rour 1tinvey des effeots o 1a Iovis” rar nes
Lxttres vu 14 et 17 et reane vor orlile du 13, e n'ay
. s . ' . . 2 "p 2., 'r.TLe
pee ;qt“ pen Surpris de voir gue vous eves folt du o
cv 87 Theodere de Iecercix ponr cet Mnvey Sens imfavolr
cul=mwent rendu comple de sz propoeillion ni des rQ?%uﬁS
. 2 oy . s -.’ 30
QU2 Yous croyies avolr poud la rejetier, Vous ayrtes dou
. . ~ . » “+
faire atiention d'un costée gu'len acceptant eoit cfire
T e | . . . A A B ‘*.*', .. 1
lggsqu elle vous a sste faiie, vous pouvies fot Tre ce

Prgt, el dtun autre cocté Qﬁ'e“ prenant la fiute
vous allier expossr §.1. dans d }(s:‘ﬂés dltavier
consideravlec, que ls Jzzon qui 1ar oot aryaonoens
Soyoit destird pouy 1'1 le ntevant pas U
contenir 1'arnde a7 toue les o ‘uts oui Ture
dans cette Colonie, pourrcit encore moins Suffire
les ervors a f(;ﬁ*)p cutte cnnie oy Jesguels cont
plue {forts. Je ne Sajie 1
Sur mee letives des 21 et
ordr\s t“nt de f is
in
i

N en etat c¢e partir svant cue le Proford ph iss= f%‘"“

q
e P

U}

v(’

[N W

LL} F_.J

b«!

3

vhoaquel party vous avre
6 et “i en @V(C”iﬁon :

(‘

¢ zu chary trﬁnt du nL'"|)vn m( rﬂher)d,
.Y , -

s auroit v ecire vrrest avant gue 1

avtion de ce

roi S gtre, Wais S1 a la rec tte
» 2 - . .
Ilettre cy veus nlzvés ras chans’ de Sentiment de-uis la
. e N -
Yele du moin & et gue les choses & t au
L]

clles estoient alors, jl ne Sera nlus iens
7]

T, et 3l faudrs hien ¥ Suivre sette
Profoudy et dans cette Durvornition
j{adresee a M. de Rochalar les jns(truc)tluns plou)r le
S e Lrendehznue, gui d01\ estre en etat de proiiier du
p{rermiler vent fuvorable p metire & la voil |
Sera tres mecontent gve lton Ssit obligd dlen venir 1&.{5

Kor wvas sochalar exemvt from criticism. On the 1 Kay he oo was

reprirarded for an aprerent inability 1o resd.

s

Jlay receu les lettres que vous m'avéz pris la

reine de r'ecrire les 23 et 75 du moj a".

Vous vous etes trowpd si vous avés ori que la
provo(siti)on d'urmer le Proford pour Ls Teuisanne
avoit esté arprouvée. Vous avdr dell voir par e roponce

or t

z vostre Lettre du 11 du wois d et contenne ceite
propaon gue 1l'jintention du Koy esicit de n'svoir recours
a cet armement que dans le cas ou 1'on ne irouvercit
rea de Ifavire m a la Beocholle on o Nanies wour le

)

LY

75. A.C., B., 699 1 May, 1739,



Substitiler a 1la Ferie; !¢ rar ma dspesche du 14 je
vous ay expliaoué hiea orecisenent gue je donnois ordro
bl E

a ' de Feavharnnis de rrendre le lavire de I fhecdore
de La croix. Je luy ay renouwwelle cot otdre par 4!
sutres Leitres éu 21 et du 26 Ut j‘““PP”‘ encore gu’
31 Se Sera mis contormer. (0

It m(,, hovever, too late to change the destination of

™
r
L4

Profond but Versailles coviinucd to filminate. On the 4 Vay, the
minister expostulated to Reazuharnois:

. N . FJ
0 o ey em T B e mr i R
Ce nlest pas Sans peine cus jlay va oue malare

: * e el
tous ce que je veoug ov ecril voas ovog DRULISTe dAng
0o :
A2

1la resoluUiun de f partir le Profond vonr In Iouigiarned
Bt ce aui me Surprend ie plue oot gue vous me o rouicz

(&

s i e e At o s

i . - = - - A
que c¢'eut en ex{ecutidon de mew ordres ¢u 1% du wois d ...
Le Roy qui re peut estire que tres mecontent drn cetie
aperation frnite contre Ses ordres les plus formels, 7
On the 19 May, the minisier asserted Lot thie use of 1re brofond mignt

increase the ehipping cost to thr crcwn by 40,000 covng and that on no

ressible account could Fesvharncis stuffle off th@ blame onte Fochalar,

The minicster also acserted that the use of the merchant's ship would

‘have saved up to two ronths.

e

) .
Turning hiz attention on the 11 Junei’ to the Jazon ana ihe shi

3

mernts for Icle Rovale, ihe mi Alvfer urged the iniendant to make a

very careful estimate ol ihe excess cargo wiich the Juzon would not

likely te able to hold in order thai alteruszte trarcport might be

coked early at a possitle =suvirng.

80

On the 8 July th= new intendant, Deslandes vis zble to inform

et e e—

e

the minister that all the soods destined for Isle Royale hed boen yput

- 81 } o
~»board the Jzzen. Apparently, the lack of excess cargo was cdue

76. A.C., B., 69.

77 A B., £9.

78, See above, p. 29, Ttnt. 60.
79. A.M., 1E, 129, p. 391.

80. A.C., B., 69.

.
aQQQ
-

£l. It ourht not to be inferred that Pesvharnois was disumisced due
to the foregring. e bad for scme tine heen requosting his
rerlacement. Although his imminent velirerert mav lLinve made
him feel slipghtly icss inhibiied than nouol he, roeveriicless

would have nhi:d his pension Lo consider,

]

{

8
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privarily Lo a decision 1o obtain Isle Royale's supply of flour in
Cznada that year.
To vecapitulote, in 1738 the minister hnd recomrerded the Jurny

over the intendani's zdvice. %When it had proved inadeguate the

irtendant was blamed. Tn 173J, the minister had incisted thap ine

Jezon would be inndegnute, the initerdani had Lo

wig severely renrimnnded for so deing anl was proved by the event 1o

have heen right. VYhether Versailles wes well founded in ite contention

pelo

that Resuharnois! zellions had cost the crown up to 40 theousend €603,

irpossible to confirm., what is clear iz that \krkill1€‘ vas helpiess
in the *vce of a deterrined and experivnced intercdant; even when ihat

A ks ki e o e b e

inlencant wvas at such e siort remove as Sochefort,

e+ e et e e

I¢ iniondente often cdorted 2 cavalicr attitule 1o cxderae fron

Verszilles, this may have baen due to their scometives conflicting or

ralpably impossible nature. On the 3 March, 1738 returning =i

i 2

ziproved contract
arbitrary deletion of cortsin articlecs.

Je ne vous dissimuleray pourtant vas gue jlay esté
surrris de voir gue vous avés retrsunché de 1'hiat
gue je vous avois envoyé des effeils a ‘
remes nwgoo:q% 8 articles gue vous ave
dans l’n.'deCPui(ﬁ faite aux Varchinds de ﬁndnefor
Et i1 est en effet assez extrasc:dinaire que vous ay
fait ce charpznent, sans m'en rendre compte, J'avois
eu res raicons nour syranger les choces sur le pied
que Jje vous les ""oir precscrites, ot prirncipalecent
rar raport X clocds, sior le fourniture desguels Je
caig gu'til y a de 1' 2bus a Rechefort. Je vous prie
d'avoir atuvntvon 7 ce aue pareille chose nlarrive
plus.sz

O +
0 ee

- 3

Or. the 8 Narch Beaunarnois defended himself on this article by
pointing out to the minister that only six uonths prior, Verecaillesg

Y=d authorized a three year contract vith a nerchant of Saint Jen

82. A.it., 1E., 128, p. 69.

Lo Rezuharaois, the minister revrimanded him for the



d'Angely s

. o . 1, rd -~ -
wiparchia de la

V,.J

lc:s 8 articles gue j'ay
“soumisgsion de ces ne‘:goCians COT}.S'&‘ 1t en 5 ar l:LC'Eo
de clouds e* 3 articles en vin ROUF@ et hlere, ot
vinaigre, Je n'ay fait ce retrencherent gue sur ce gue

s z o dan NPT
vour aven passé avrouvé le warché gue Jay au mols
I ! \

, . . . S . - b - Ay rpes Y v
d'peiobre dernjer svec un neocciant de s Jean dlingely
'POUT 14 Tourniture des mentles clunieries peiida nt troln
arndes t&nt pony le serviee couvant Gu pert qQue pour

es Znvoys gui s'en font dans les coloriec. Je joine

1'etat de compﬂraisoﬁ des
oeux rortés par 1a
4

.
Stat “, ™ ovous Pera ¢onncls

gue le Foy fait sur celtie 1ou

H' }_J

J]

ourission

’:h

-
At
3
L

Te

Tre wine was not included htecause the price hed not been siivuisted
¥ .

~

and the merchant's agent bhed refused toint blanic to teke vesponnibllity

. X

ieter bad to make on the

o]
)
v
O
o
f—d
.4)
]
4
pore
oy
47
4
o}
ry
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O
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i
o
oo
=
o
]
oy
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.17 March was thets

- ) ~ .
vous auriez deu m'en rendre nole en mianvoy i
adjudications gue wous avéyg faites pour ces fourniture:;v‘

Although the interd=nt ripht well have been djuetified in th
contentious s*and he ook o the exanples give n above, caministrators
arnrear, on the whole, to hwave been pere interested in their own

prerogative than was good for ihe service. Nothing demonstrates thris

more clearly than ile rrustrations Gradis was forced to endure at

the hands of r-raissaire-crdonrateur Rostan. The forirecs of the

"

‘resional administrator ¥as the letier of the law, =g Gradis had

dizcovered wheon iTying to negotiate with Rostan frr the settlement

( ‘:‘ . .
of Duluesne ard Bigotts {reight chsrges. 7 Forced bty Rootan to waste

:v.e Court's time on that issue, Grad*o expressed to Biget on the 15

~11, 1759 his fear ikst Rostan vould meve difficulties over ihe

[

Ay

= <
8%, A.M., 1E, 367, p.63.
-{},4 ™ Aal'ﬁq. ) :‘E % :‘28 ') po 115¢
85, See above, P. 23.
€6. Gradis Correspondence, Copyipook Amerigue, I. 35a.
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reimburserent of their cutlays on that year's avecial shinrent of

flour and l:xd. Subsequentiy,'this suapicion hardened io g

conviction since on the 8 July he told Bisot:
Rous avons pris la liberté d'en preveni

pour au'il eut la hontd de luy donneir deg :
ordres pourqu'il eult a metre =n wegle nohre lraitie.

e pete
O
9]
j -
o I ¢
s
oo
;d s
D 2
gt
)|
r"*‘l <
H
o
>
=3

Wont coused Graulé hig concern was ihsb the coniraet of thati
year was being ervecuted in a rather veciisr fashicn. Although
Graais vas chorred with tha purchase and shipping oL 6,000 giininls
of flour and 2,000 of lard for the King's account, the minisier
informed thews

11 est Qdebtlﬁﬂ diy trGVH“l'@r conme sl cleloit
pour volre contia., 88

Ythy such cloak-and-éagger methods were adopted is not wade clexr bu
cbviously Gradis 1elt bound to fuilow reliriously the rinister

instruction since all of the invoices ueni to Bigot in Cunada and

rrevost at Isle Royale were mode out as if they were Cradis! private

shipments. Even though Rosisn recei-oed ¢: 1*@ t instructinvs from

the minister;
Quoique vous doive se faire sans cu'il raroisse oue
clest pour le compte du Roy. Jten yrevienne ¥ Rosteao
et je lui donne mes ovdres itant vour quiil mette en
reole les depenses de la fGL.Hl*UrQ des denrice et de
levr fret, que pour faciliter 1l'eryedition des ravires
sur lesquels vouce les ferew Jherger.a

4 rd

was nover reconciled to thnids ivregularity, ¥hen in Janusayy 1756,

oy
T

it was decided to revert tc hoving statements wade ognt in the nanao
of the XKins, Rostan seized urcn the cherge &s a vindication for his

opposition to the other mathed. On the 27 January, Grzais recounted

ﬁ

87. . ~dis Corresvondence, Corybook imerique, i. 6P,
o<

£8, Grpdz Corresnendence., bordezux Micrefilme, chevise 55,
.51 wl Ch 1755

89, Cradis Cor espondence, Bordeaux Wicreiilns, chenise 55,
3] Farch, 1755.
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to La Riviere:

. N « n e . 3, ;
J'ay remis vendredy l'apres midi a Ii de Rostant
le pnouet a con edrecse. En le licont 1 raguli
d

eté a l'article du oonuoiﬁfﬁﬂpnt i }
por: du Roy, clest alors qutil = dit ’Enri' cn voit

b ’1;
1'er~eur dans ]nvu Lln ils ort etd llannfe 47 de
o
les faire mettre votre nom ...90
Rostan nust have reeevted the close relaticnship Gradis had with

the Court. No doubt he viewed it as a challenge Lo his own sutlhor!®y,

w

.

wnen Gradis infaoraod bim that his wisheo were rot to be followed for
the uﬁudniuﬁion of CaToGizg Sinée Ve?saiiles smread with Cradis
argurentes, Restan flew into a rage end declared thet in that case he
veuld have rioihing vhat-so-ever to do with ihe shiprent. Gradis

quoted Rosian in his letter of the 27 Januvary, to [ Riviere as seyings

'11 Faudra donc gue lorsgue vos navires partirent cue
vous me reoaticy une facicrs en rezle de 2 oue vous ¥
avres ewhsryues =t que les vsn(tain)els) viennent chesz
moy pour la sisner rourque je les ~rvoye a M. Bigot et
eu Ministre.' Je luy ¢y revreserte que comme le
charaement de seg rovires consisioild en v grand nombre
dlarticles et nue cellz retarderoit les expediticnsg

que les ordres verhalleo gu'on m'avoit donné a Versailles
etoit de faire les cornoigsemeng comme lesg font les
egotians et explicuer tant de balles de 1elles marche-
ardiges. 11 w'a repondu gue si cletoit sinsy quiil

ne s'en mzlerocit fOln,azl

This arpears to have been Rosiant's last word on ithe subiect since bW
-was not again uonilioned in this coniext althouvgh the correspondence

with Verczailles ccncerning the shipment lacted well into 1757.

-4

t did notv mean, however, that Cradis no lenser nceded Rostan's .

b o

- co-operation, ﬁ%e (nu~jssajre~qypun“ateur suboeguently set himuelf

to make life ag difficult as he could for him. It is a measure cof
the stifi-riecked arropance of there sdministrators 1=t Rostan would

so herden himself apuinst Cracis, Gradis, of 211 men, was well

equipped to smeoth ruffled feathers. llis letters to Canade, Paris ord

90. Gradis Correstoncence, Copybook Europe, i. 2074,
91, Grzdis Corryespunderce, Copvbook turove, 1, 207a,
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1

ilie other ports are models of persuasive charm, There 1s no reason
2 . R 4R G = P S I oooinn a3 Y o
to believe he would willingly treat any differently a man wili woon

he had to:work more close

ly than aryorne,

The realm in which Hostan embarrassed Gradis most seveTesy v7.8
the procuration of crews. sohnically, this was & private conocorn
’ . > v . . . KL L S ey ze f = A4
of the shipper and his eaptains. In peaceiive, there wus little
difficulty in finding adequete crew svone the sailors evempte 2d from
national service, kut by 1756 var conditions prevaileod., Ao Grad’s

- Ny e . 1 N R '\r7 92 1 J00. s ]-.-w
exvlained to La Riviere on the 1 February, 175777 all the sallory
vurted to serve on the corsaires, sinee in the event of a prire the

n alio ) s - fytually dinposeibie % t
got a shrre. Conseguently, it wvas viriuwally invosszibie 0 g2
sailors, despite handsome salaries for ihe voyage 1o Canada, Unier
{hese circumstances Gradis believed that he curht fo bve gliven crews

03
from the Teserved elsss since his shipments vere for ths Crow:.’
In the first of many corplaints to de la Porte, Gradis described on
the 27 Jaruary, 1756, the indifference th=t Rostan showed to his
representationss

Je ne ypuis mene vous Gigisnler que jlay grand
peur de ne procurer pour forver les eguip~aes de zes
deux navires ot Jje dois vous rencre compte de la con-
feronce gue j‘ai eu & cel exzard avec i de Woslan gue
jlevs 1l'honveur de voir imned iat;M:nt aprés mon arivée
gn luy renvutunu la letire du Mirnistre. Je luy com-
uniquoy la crainte que jlavois de ne vouvoir completter
de bens ecuirnges s'il ne m'dCCTdOit pour cella son
ceecenrs au bescin, Il ne dit cue cletoit won offaire
d'en chero}ﬁr cans la clasce linwre raisg s'il crriveit
ceug~je l'honneur de luy reprecevier guia fzuile dlen
trouver danc cetie olosse les exveditions ceussent
souffrir quelgue retaxdement. 'Ieuroit-je esperer que
Tous e ”er(vm-w I"l en 0. en TT :.f‘f-v"(\ O3 G‘"\.'Le VOLS .-~s—|'r\lpq 18

bonte de m'en procurer des clusses destimndes ou cervie

s'idl le falois

'Non,!' mwe repondit-il, 'il me fuudy

G2, Gredis Corresrtondence, Copyheck Burove, ii. 522.
9%, For the syster of naval reservation snd zllocution of crews

see kelow, DP.

114-118.
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s
pour celia des ordres cxpres que le ministre ne re
donne point ver sa lettre.! Mlay eu benu luy obrerver
cve cletoit ses intentions et combien jl irpervicii au
bien du service et de 1z colonie gue ces fournitures
partissent promplenant pour evitier les mavvals Ten-
contres. 11 m'a pareu Cecldé a ne roint se deypartir
Jde sa colsteme swilg R nouvezuXx urdres‘.,.94

Rostan wa's susteined in his pocition, in so inr es Versailles

did not corder sailors {rom the natioral list be given Lo Gradic. s
ves, nevertheless, instructed to give Gradis prioriiy ovesr any niacT

s

o3 g N o a3 o e Ve vk 1S e d e o e 3
nrivate revrchant for sailors lrow the exencet lisi, nooion tola

e

Gradis he would cemply to the directive but seeme i have prde no

»

4

real effort to imylement it. Indeed, in one of his rcplien o

jmportonete Gradis, he betrayed sentimwents wverging on contemnt for

his suneriors. On ihe 13 Februvaxry, 175H, Gradis wrote to la hiviere:

T ; R B X P b N YOI P - .
Jiay <£t& voire Vercredy watin, i de Roslan,

b
T1 finiscit e lire ces letires et il me git
t

Ty

?
. LT . . -
pouves ecrirve & L de la PFerie et luy marouer gu'il
est inutile qu'il ge donne la paine de faire signer

ce lettres par Le ministre pour veous fournii des

- I'd
ratelots., J'uy doané des ordres dans mon Turens
70

gqu'on ne donna Ges PETrmMis gue pour ves unviives,
< 7/

In 1757, the situntion was even vorse, Op the 11 Jaruvary

arpzaling to.la Riviere, Gradis observed th=t he b-d been 1o see

L
L

[oN

Rostan ogtan had repliecd

o

o ask for help in cbiaining scilcrs. R
that he hazd no orders from the minister on the subject. Gradis vwse

sorrrised since he had arpenled to the minister on the 11 December,

97 | . ] p
1756. ¥ven had he roencived cuch cracre, Paston Sr‘"’,id,-it.?'{ﬂ?ld

have bcen inpossible for him to belp Cradis since he had no sailors
available., Fut observed Gradis, 'les =uvires qui s'expedient pour
!98

nos coleonies et pour la couree en trouvent.

In spite of a letter of the winister to Gradis of the 7 Jarusr

94, Gradic Cerrespondence, Copybook Burope, i. 2
95, Gradis Corresmondence, Corybook Eurovre, i. 2
96, Cradis Correspondence, Copybnok Fuarops, it.

5.
S 53.
97. + Gradis Correspondence, Coprbeok murcve, ii. 335,
98. Corresiondence Gradis, Copybook Furope, ii. 453.



42.

in which oradis was cesured that orders ned been isrued to Howton;
'‘d'en {aciliter J'expedition autant qu'il sera possible’y
25-3anuarvaradjs:was again complaining to Ia iiviere that he enuld
£et no crews at any yrice and that Roc+ v was. etill vrebtending he

Liad received no crders on the suhject.lgq The 26 Iebyocyy fovad

Gradis dic.reucht witheot crews and Rosian «1ill denying he hed any

sailors at his disposal;

1
=
3
»]
3
o
X
2
L)
o
[UN
0
o
o
ct
¢
jo

Tout dit quiil sccord dlzutres les wemes choges
gu'il nous refuse, -""‘)1

By the 10 iaich, he ves sufficiently convinced of Tostante bad faith

tc confide in Bisot that his whiole purrese in holding back crey wag

102

to show just vlo wielded the real powers™
Gradis nlso had ceuse ihat year to crmplain of a shorisge of

carpenters owing 4o Rostan's non-co-oreration, snd furihormnore

dbOUb Hostant's unwrillingness to provide an escort for five 'mousses!

a e e i 5

"_f.
ot
oy
o
()
19}
s
2
3
ot

t0 Rochefort. Withou

they woulé heve run avay.

It s 1ittle vonder that the end of the shipving

95
4]
i
\\

N
~
e}
H
-

./
=
s
.
o

lea that he would not undertake «iother

!

Cranis threatening Versai
contract vnless he was graranteed teticr co~operation from the service.
Ve dnformed T2 Rivi: res

Je re re refuseray Jamails a me rendre utile autant
cue cela derendre de moy pour le bhien du service., Je
cacrifierey ron bier, mon repos et mr tranquillité
rods tou s autsnt gue Je seray cuviordenn 1S o caprice
dtun homme je n'en feray rien. Si zbsolument le
Mini‘trw 1'ordonne, J'zuray l'honneur de luy repré-
contor que tous aulant cue Je “'aur“v s un ordre

exprés pour qu'on me passe les dquivages gue je

précenteray qu'ils scyent de clisse de smervice cu on,lnr
il nt'est pae pessible que j¢ puicee »erplir ces vues,

]

a9, Correspondence {rucic, Copybook Ministre, p. 2%a.
100. Cerresyenderce Gradis, Copybook Burore, ﬁ‘ 501
101. Cor¥esrvoncence Gragis, Copyback Fuvrove, i
102. Ceorresponderice Gradis, Corybook Ancrigue,
10%, Corresrondence CGradis, Corybeok Duyere, 5 Brtoworsr, ii
104. Corresvondence tradis, Comybook Iurr‘W, 10 Verw, i 3
105. Correspeondence Gradis, .Copybook Hurcpe, 2 Arviil, iii. 96



w2 Tinal proofl ef Hoctan's power wes afforded din 1758, In 2
vear vien Gradis was worndering,

camnent on pourra faire pour corsletter leco
equipages qul sont necessaires poUT ces arveTens,’

because,

i ’ - : . o
) Lou rse nous a enlevé la vrlus grande purtie de ars
nos metelots gui gont dane les yrisons ¢liagicterre,

he bad no difficulty viih crews. Rostan wse wall dispoucd:

eillenr grace

[y
Y]
N

i cde Rostan nouw a fovrny de

.

ros e ouinagsag dont neus AVOSsS eu bepmin wovr Loy tes
. L4d -

nos | expaditions. S'il en eut foil de meme 1'annde

a’ le malneur cue nous euvmey de ros navires ne

o

10y

- . »
olt surevent pag arrives,

- -, P o - - oy -~ © e - H -
iret croais vho wag heloless befors the ‘cumoprice Glyn b = Ven

avch a short disiance fron Versailles us trrueaux, If wven Hostan

ceidd not ke contrelled, how much more difficult it was to keern

Eal -

abtreast of cvernts in the far dlstant colonies, In the colonieg, each

[
‘o

local adainistrator icsuved hisg ovun decrecs which were or.forced

jumediately znd perhars

S

repudiated months later by Ve
tha case of lesesr admiristrative decisions, the colonizl autlorities,
even mere than Rostan, vere practically zhsclute.

Altnough he occerpted gifts from ©ieot, de la Porte protably

-

ities trry. the minisier and ves #lod

e
Lot

knew little more about his &cd,
rot to be Lothered. #fter all, colconies rad but cne vioryoge whicgh
wes the creation of wealth for ithe mother country.™ 9 If covruption

ran unchecked in the coleniea, it was tno much trevnile to de are

o
-t
S
e
A}
ot
-

9

in6. Cerrosrondence Gradis, Corvboolr ! o0 1.
107. Correcrorience ”*ic;;, Co?ﬁhnwkhﬂm@?iqwe$ 24 i

108, See below, plil,
109. Boulle, op ult., . 503 G, Frigault, 'La Guerre do Sert Ane
et la Civilizotion Canzdienne', Revue ¢ 'hi
trangaive, vertember 1953, pp. 194_l;;v

coire de 1’Lm"“'uue
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¢vont it. De L Porte and the minisier had enough to do just to-

copo with dnily sosinistration,  Dr. Beoulle hweo arcuned Lhat

'y

teris) eircles had begun to turn their attention tovard vie

110

manis

reforn of the colonial eveten before 1756,

| ]

but the evidence he
prasented ftends to confirm raiher then wesmien the Junpreszsion that

: A : ‘ o e
jrnater of the even Years

enly tre unguaeliiied d

rouse tre central adminisircotion to 2 sevicus atte.pt at reform.

110. Boulle, op.cit., pp. iii, iv. This is not to dismiss his
cxcellent discussion of the changivg attitude toward
mercantalism and the Tirst tentative efforts vwhich were
wade prior te irie Saven Years VWar to lihorelize the 4rade
laws and attack at its roots one of the primary cruses
of colonial weakness. - See for exarple his thesis, 1. T7.
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Having examined the 'hend office! in its relations with its

0o

subordinstes in the provinces, we turn now to & discussion of the

"‘:

L]

administrators theuwselves, their careers and farmilies. USince uie

ST : ; PP T o SR W
coloniul service was deepliy interivined in the general French
R R P R C I SRS e e ek ha e cnd o lesrn thot colondiel
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acministrators did not viwew a career in ine colonies &8s an ¢na in

(0 s r ey e E Y
Lo first sixteen yvears ol nie

iteelf. Rigot, for eysirple, spent t

2

vworking life at Zcchefort in

fal

ents of the Marine, and

o
o
&
("\

ther Ce
regarded his postings 1o Isle Royale zud Canedc cnly as the

necesgary preludes o an aypointment to an dictendancy in france,

)

errvent in the Marine was gvarded prinerily on & vatronage

Y

hésis, beiné only secondarily concerned with guesticns of inteprity
and efficiency., Bigot's ections in Canadae can noet be fully
eppreciated unless set in the vocial context of the jarine.
Therefore; some of the dynastic considerstions and lobby

B
current in Bigoi's peri&d will be examined
discourse on his cwn faﬁiiy and f“Jeﬁd
Regerding the recrviiment policies of the purine, TNeuville
tnted that in 1702 cormdsciores in the corinistrative cox
mede venszl. Thio vas 0ﬁn8ide ed an Jryrvovenent over the insecurity

of tenure which bhad prevailed previously. It was hor-d ﬁ’curlty

would encourage adwinisirators to:

3}

slen rendent plus capavles; et
de faire rauser leocurs officws o
beritiers, ils puirsent instroire ceuvx cu'ils
dectineroit pour les venplir apres €U

1» s cnjanta Et

R et

1. VYeuville, M.,D., Az
Qe e pnrehives de ]w
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Lpperently, the venal experimcnt did not preduce au adequate
supply of devoted civil servents because it was ended cbruptly in
April 1716. From 1685, efforts hed been made to develop =~ system
for the training of administrators. A dispntch of that year

arnounced thoet candidaies would be chosen

parii les jeuncs pene qui se vecommandoient par leur
nobless ou par les services de leur fawille, ot gul

avaignt un age Con\renable pouy COnNMEReeEY & SGIVIT
daue un port. 2

: o S . SUY D arietoen
eh of recruiting youny arisioein

for the administrative corps since he was cenvinced that they were

nct only likely to be more honest than cosmonerss bot would aiso be

more likely to irntiwidate corrupt neval cuptains. On the [ &

¥

1735 he informed Beouwlizxnols, the intencent of Rocheforti:

Je suis bien aise d'admeitre dins ces emploic des
gers de guelgue distinciion pour leur donner plus
de relief et ce sont ces sories de sujets cue vous
devez placer rtar preference sur les -miisseaux, les
officiers ont plus de consideration peour eux ot ils
sont moins surceptible de prevariestion dang leurs
fonecticns. 3

In 1716, the new training rank cf ‘petit commissaire” was created

1,

for specially fevoured cendidates, aprarently to shori- circuit the

usual pattern of £léve, yc*“‘alﬂ—ordﬁﬂa*re, Corivain- “nfral,

—— e et — e et e m ve o aime imen —a

coprmiscaire., In 1750, for example, at the age of eighleen and

after only a few months work in bis fathert!'s ¢ffice, Arnaud de la
», ?

Porte, fils, was made a p=tit commissaire de la Psrine,

Although, it was possible to enter and rige to high rank in
tre ydrwne without the advanuagn of Lzﬁ*h 4 espile a shortage of

talent, such was the erception rather than the rule. To te svre,

2. Yeuville, Ikid., p. %86.

D LJ, IE, vol. 122, p. 145.

4. Josarh Pellerin, eventually a firet ornis begen life in 1683
£5 the son of one of the king's truﬂpa.<rs, and Arnaud ce I-

Portie was nimzelf the ron of a coast gusrd at Payoric.

e
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one needed a rudinentary educaiion to qualify for a training post

[

ir the servicoe, but ‘he key to any appoinliment was a go0

conld be bought,

w

recommendation,  Friends were ueeful, and friend

as a ralrer disillusioned Canadian ¥ho hod epent seven months in

)

Paric exylained. JTandri2ee told ¥me. Edron that in Pariss:

Iy . . 44 N iy M Tt b iz ‘11“.1..,,0
a fallv s2 melire en ve-1r neblts, «din a'enre
dd ¢t qu'il n'y a ¢ue cewn qr 1 paroiuszent av
Ge 1 argent gui soni bicn recus.' D

31

TEI e - o . i N . . N SRR TR N
Tre veason for this vwog that cme had to look worilehile,

... il vondroit étre ferivain prircipal. Il a de

1‘argent et gtil on veut donner il reuwnsirag clest

Dar 14 gue touL slarrange er ce monce, i ce qu'il
o dit,

Kething, rowevery, vus more useinl in the gare lhan good Family
cecnngelion,
sty

|

[N

Not only was Jean-Ravtisie Colhert suvcceeded in the min
r his son, but he wanaged to do well by his in-laws, qutvany
observed that the roerriace of Marie Charron, whose mothsr —o2 o
I'fgon, to Colbert, &rth@ibiibuawher,lf48, translormed the Begong 1nt0
maritime and colcnial zdministratiers. Colbert ascisted his cousin

by narrisge, Michel Bégon de Ta Piczrdilrs to obtain, first the

interdency of Saint-doningue, then that of the galivys at Marceilles,

and fincliy the key post of Rochefort, At the save {inme RBipon was
intendant of Saint-Lominsue, his breiber-in-lav, Jacques de Meulles,
was intencznt of New France.

- 0f his thryec =ons, twoj; lMichel and Cleude-iichel, pursued
qUcceqcf 1 careers in the nars ne. The fermer, who began work as an

_ef“1Va]n*“T1P01pal at Toulon, lMirthered his career through a

Begon Correspondence, B8 Dzcsmber 1750, R.A.P.OC, ,¢J*v~1955 . 139.
Ibid., 10 December 1750, p. 140. ——

This and the follcwing is faken primceily from the Dictionary

of Carcdian bBicrzaphy, vol. 1IY, 1741 to 1770, Toronto, 1974,
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rarriage into the vowerful Deauharnois fanily, themeelves closely

related tc ithe Phélypesux dynssty which provided ihree mninisters of
p . . N T - 7.

the wari €, in an unbiroken tenure from 16)0 EWe) 1748, Michel L& g0

intend gzt of Wew France, intendant of Le

rogse guickly, serving as

Lzvre, intendant of the =dwiralty of Norpandy rnd finally ending up

G fntendant of raval forces, His scn, yot enctier WMichel, rose Lo
be iniendent of Dunkerque.

¥ichel's sisier sarried the Pear-idmirnl, Rolend Barxin de
La Galissoniére, whose sen, Rolanu-ilichel, served as interinm governor
of New France Iropm 1747 to 1749, L or= tering over tine Ié}_'_{:r_}m__é_
Cartes. et Flans at Vernajiles, rhere he becusic a personal adviger 1o

e . 2 r a - J N P 3 END RO TR, S S
fouillé., Not only did he serve as o connissiconer on the Korth fmericen
Foundaries Commissicn, tut 2lao gereraled the successful sceupsation

of linorca in 1756.

Claude lMichel, even though he angeied the {amily by mezryving the
daughter of the farde "=zgevin at Yontreal, Varie-Elisabeih Hocberti
de la HOfagdifre, rose eventually to e o the not inconsideravle
gubernatorinrl post of Trois Riviéres. His danghier, Narie-Cathrine

Elisabeth, married Honoré liichel de Villebois de La RouvilliZre,

V«r‘OQe i&t"lgr wvAasS a8 (‘(_,r 1"“1(/‘"

ive a2t Bordecux in the 1720's and whose
ur.cle, we have alrezdy encountered in the person of Henri de Rostan,

c~ordonnatour at Bordeaux.

Wichel's career is a pood exarn pl of how not o succeed in the
¥arine. Althouph industrious and talented and certainly not witheut
influence zt Court, Michel comnitted @n unfortunate tacticel error

in permitting hi m\elf to bte drawn into bitizr conrnflict while he was

comniggire~-ordennateur in Louisiana with the &Lovernor, Pierre de

Rigaud de Veuvcéreuwil. DPerhaps the gquarrel ves rooted in the enti-

rathy which had existed between Vaudreuil's father and Michel's

R ]

father-in-lsw'!< brother, vho had been Lovernor nnd invendant of
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Cevnda at the same time; butb, es lLemieux bas chown, there was no

need for an old family feud us a pretext Jor antipethy beiween the
holders of those offices,
" When such a quarrel rendered officinls irrecuncilavlice the
iohts or wrongs of-théir'xc51uionvseem to have borne little wuignt
when set against the influence of family and friends. vhen iichkel®s
worlaly-vise mother-in-lsw learned of the guax rel,‘&?e was besidn
herself vitl concern.  She roainced bl pointeclys

e tla nis ob lu &s gue pour arraager fes

. - - 4
‘s et point pour y etre le réforvsieur du
neur. 9
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Wichel apparently uvnderesiimated the valve of Veudreuil's friercship

\(
a

with de Lz Portec cince .in a letier of the 23 lzrech,1751, Ime, Hogon
observéd:

as besu dire qu'il n'a gue . ce la Porﬁe° 11 &.
£ tu dois t'en apercevoir si tu veux ouvrir les
veur tout ce gqu'il y & a espérer de crédit. 10
Thia was net the firsy timé that ¥oe. I¢
Porte's infiuence. Tn a letterof tre 8 Duigries, 17050, she had noted
that Lanc:ieve had seen de. la Port when he was at Vérvailles. She
cvrniced that 'de-La‘Porte lui a prormis ss protecticn, car il en

- 11 A . . Y.
par01t fort content.'”™” Juiging from his other comments, this

N

probably wesnt that the first commis kad been bribed.

LRV S -

If Micho

Ll

e y e e o A e [ T2 ch e o - Y S
vag determined to IR PRI OIS IS i:.lrui‘i’"*:‘-l vith the

governor, kme. Béson urged that he should at least empley tactics

8. D. J Iemieuvx, i: !conwwonaqrp_ordmnpn4c ar' in French
dena 1723-176 e Soion ;f;hfu;ﬂ”‘l‘*f‘-lf‘trd Ep
G ana 5i”~e bnlf“*“‘»y, hiD. thesis, 1972. )<t
- v
Bfgon Correspondence, 22 PeLruarJ 1751, Tbid., p. 150.
Tbid., p. 106, | »
1vid., p. 139. Lest there be misunderstanding the diccussion of
chapler one did not arguoe that de 1s Porte's influeuce was
unsubhstantizl, oot only that it waz not unlinited.
12. See above, p. 47
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vhich would put arguments in the mouth of his frierds rzther than

his enenies.

tu p0“1ﬁs whqqu'qu minigtre dec p?ajnte. gue Lo aurais

- i 2
do régerver A ceux gui sont toujours surveillants &
travailler pour tol ...

. py, P
CSi tu n'derivais point aveo autant de véhemence
3

. . s . < . ; Yy .
je te l'mi 4é3" dit, ceux gui veulent te faire nal

P . L * . 4 -y 3 .
slen ferasient plus gu'a toi, ¥ais fes ecrits pardenty
tout. f. Le Nurumand ezt auvcei sensible qu'un von aml

peut lietre ueitoun les chagrins que i #8, WALS 1
. . » . .

u dit gue tu ne devais éerire gu'avec becucoup de

wénagement, et elest co que tu ne fais

In fact, bis violent lenguonge, contreasy to &ll policy, not only
his enemies but alieﬁated his frierde. Although, as ime. Eigon
argued, Ia Galissonnicre had no parﬁicuiar need of de La Porie,
had aprarently given up on ¥Fichel since in his Tevered irmagini:

¥ichel rad come to believe that la Gslissorniére, for peveonsl

14

bt

interests, had ranged himself on that side.’

It wvas probably well for him that he died in 1752. As one

HIDIE

P
o
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historian has cbtserved: he, 'lacked the gualities needed to survive

in a governnent system that turned ov nuireriage, not eificiency.

+

Far from receiving a promotion, he wruld have been fortunate to

145

avoid the fate of a successor, Vincent-Caspard-Pierre ce FPochemore,

vho despiie the strenuous efforte of his family, was recalled in

1761 to answer charges of a crimiral nsture preferred apgainst him

vy the fovernor. It is not proposed to enter into the sordid details

£

) “h

family influence and allegations of misuse of power in hi

e
fmd
2y

Iaia}
s

it vill be necessary to sketich the primary outlines,

The third son of Henri de Rochemore, Szigneur de la Deveze,

lievtenant des vailcceaux du roiy Vince:

¢ T!
(T.)
m
%
3
s
av!

13, Bfgon Corr erondPnLP, % May 1752, op.citp, 169
14. Ibid.
15, Cited by Donald J. Horton, D.C.B., p. 445.

of that affajir, but in order to understsnd tlhe associated uvse of

@)

0]

n
-

2YTe was born in



17i3. In &an interestiings nparallel to I‘;Jgois,Bigot‘s Tanily, the

g5 T o \ .
¥eroire corucvnant Le Feu § de Hochemcre noted thats

R et

I":d

Hie

Ao Naurepas proposa de plscer le feu sieur de
Roc} e oleki

€
dang le Juine, i1 eut la
eﬁ

enor ‘s de 1oyl
5 I 2 . ~ o~ . 3 o 3
bonte d'sjouter, 'qu'il lui feiicit des Duojets de
- 5 . ~l
cett trempe ponr repplir les Intendances,! 16

rorihernore, kavrepas, who thought it necessary to bring military
and ¢ivil officiels inte a narrow unity, held the idea that when

positions were solicited for mexbers of the game family, the cider

sV i . PR B R ey 4 . . R i A2 By a
srouid be epwointed ag on admirisiraicr, end the clher to & miilisr;

sl 4

17

rank. It imust, thereloyr

€y Yave oeen Rochaewo¥e's younoar broiher

ager rrotnaer

-

beocane a2 C“ﬁ1b Rt

B e e NUB A Ve T AT Fr e T ol VA um-m-a’wv i

Uron Kauraevas' recommerdation in 1731, Eochenore was appointed to

v . P d . Y : . . AT
ihe post of zerivein at Toulon and by 1738, had bocome un Torivein-

B

P

vrincipal. After a varied experience at hochefort and #t cea, he

had by 1751, teen appointed gopmigscire-Ordonnatevr and in 1757,
though soliciting the post of ordonnatevr ~31 Marseilles, received,

coubtless to his dismay, that of commisenire-0rdonnsieur at Loulsliana.

The reperts on his abilities, thouyh net ccctatic, atiribuied

to him tie gualities of yprebity, intellifznce, and coiuaion cense. On

the negative cide, he was s2id to have lzcled drive and was, perhaps

*
h |

B —_— T
16, lroire ‘()“vn vant ke Feu § de Rochenm

i ore, Commiscaire-Géndral
Ord()r” L Le ‘A'f' é la I:

suisianes AN, col. ¥ 1024, 1IX

1a 1;0 UL :il_(”IJQ . '

17. Villiers du Terrsne, Zuron Karc, Los derrnierés 52w£es de la
Louisiane fruncaise, Paris, 1905, pp. 1206-128; ci.ed by Lemieux,
¢p.cit.pp. 635, 64. As his leiter of 7 ¥arch 17 t0 DPeauvharnois
v“oxs, he particuiarly wanied to encourage membersz of the old
zristeceracy to, enter ithe adminictrative posts to be placed on the
chips on the gmoundo Lhat the Naval 'cfiiciers ont nlus de
consideraticn pour evx et ils cont moins succeptible de
prevaricsiion dans leurs fonctions.! g?, 1, 122, p. 145. H
general recruitment policy is thus chown as tending toward
greater social execlusivity.

18, Vrroire de ROPhemore, Pe S

15. See below, D¢’
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not very efficient; hardly the portrait of & man likely 1o raralyase
the administration of a cclony through a lust for power and violent
partisan passions. Yet, these were rrecisely ihe allepzticns l2do
against him by Governor Kerlerec. - The zuthorities quoted'by Lemieux

1 Boulle, however, seem 10 asres ithat Rochemore ves &luocst wholly

to bla:

=3
U

§o

2 for ihe divisions which resuvliecd, Such 4 one-sided view
cian only he explained by blind foith in what Eerlerce bod to soy in

the ¢l ficial correvrandence end ignoranee of the briele in deferise

5_1.1

of Rochemore; Rochebleve, officier dos ircupcsn ddétacihées de la

LS v

1 . 3 oy -, - 3 £ s il h o]
suiniane; and Fhilippe do Marigay de bMardeville,

21
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of tyranniczl abuses ugwinst the <overacor and even went 0 far as

tc accuse
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eiidpn with the iolish iow

the purpose of private trade which sericusly jsovardived the wecuriiy
of the dolony, the governor's speciel pravince of responsicility.
For the ends of the présent diccussion, hovgver, by far ihe most

danzging z2lle;~tion ggiinst the soverner was thet he intercepted

all incening correvpondence at Eelis

o

whore onlj those letters

which it pleased him to relesse vere distributed. In a leiter of the”

©6 f£rril, 1761, Rochemore complrined to the minictex

L3
L]

4

Dcpuis préc de trois ans cue je suis arrivé dans
cette cclenie, les circonstances sont telles que je
n'ai regu sucune leitre ni de mes yparens ni de

nesg

Ls

amis, gonobetant tonics celies gue Jje leur ai :drescies,
La plupart des ndgociants et des p"rfwﬂul-'rs Sisblis

-

ici, se irouvent foins le meme cas .. 22

.

de_In Loui¢~"wv
Oviuid V1641
2is, Pav;s, 19,¢,
"np Purine the

20. Besidee Villiers; Imile Lauvriére, Hi
franouice, 16741932, Faris, 1940;'
Amérs cuey ‘}g‘”‘]’_fuﬂ o3 hflff___:_“
ey rvis Srery, Tin Coancres ¢
Frepch Fogime, 16591763, Rew York,

21, »riefs for Roclicllave ana Maudev1lle, AN., Col. M 1024,

22, Wémoire de Rochemore, p. 78.




Kerlerec, by this means, not only

his

eiforts to oust the.

C.L

o
foort
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icnnatenc, but was alec

The rdroire drgued iutt Kerlevec's bad faith had been manis

h
N
]

cprived Lochenors of knovledge of

v . IR 3 o Ve .
wiat arcunents Rochemorets relsaiives were alienplting To def{end him.

fest

. . " ) y ) 1 o £ P4 3 778
Trom the coment Pochemore Lad stepped asbore. In office since 1757,

he had become accustomed to his command, which since Farch 1757

had viviuzlly become diciatorshin oving to ihe desth of the

Desc

...’-..»..,wa. AN e et som mmsans

; h “1 = i -3 T ey A T I sowy g
Sudtlaume ler TWusdcehal DtAuberville, and

'\ tdetonClande Fub -
repl? &'{ C”‘“t bdr Yer‘r G"L"%C ' S }”‘ od UGJC‘,‘- J( I““.b"ﬂ ‘ f‘ I,-f;J"‘r-.’; ISR wid .‘,/ue.’e
lesesux, as acting ordcimicur. VWiihin a month of Rochemore!

arrival,mthe 5 (cbover, 754, Kerlerec Lad written a most viclert

denunciation of hir to the rinister because, pecording to ihe

ninoire, Rochemore had refuced to lend himself to the roverncx’s

nefarious activities. In Janvary 1759, the governor dispaiched

Pesclosexux and Titon, bhis 38cretary, to Paris where they 1

-

o}

-

’
o)
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enly to uhe minigter with the rezult that Deecloscaux was gl

letters of orﬂvnna%eur. Although Boulle has procuced welighty

Lven

ctions to thz argument that‘Berryer's hand was siayed by family

intervention on Rochemore's behalf, the n in
its statement that the Countess of EBerulle convinced him he oueght

not to act, at icast until he had given Rochemore.the opportunity

' . 2 . . L
to defend him=elf, 5 Tndred, that the nirdslier covld cven think

ire, pp. 30, 31; boulfe 09+ Cita.p, 147. Boulile argued
bbat not only vas Berryer az man 'who repeatedly rcfused to
grant all but the most insignificant favors to such people
as the Prince of Condé, the Princesses of Conty and

Carignan, and even to his own sister', but that, 'a letter

to a brother OF Roc%ewcvn {Gaston?) in Vavevb@r 1759 does
not reveal any weakening of the Minisier's deterniration
be rid of the unrelldble official as soon as he G, !

Purthermore, Boulle centirwed, 'ihe only conceszsion he mad
on this occasion to the Ucmmissaire Ordormatznr's funily w

to hqu, h,d"l me e ‘l:)' “e(,u ]Pd _Lns. A(“ﬂd O.f “’"*:‘VOkllhe hlm’ a Ja‘t

which Berrver 1ntju‘tﬂd the Louvisiara official »onld rave
rlch]y deserved,!  Lype JFnbly, there ig noe marsinal note o
letier of TeCall ated 27 fuapuvst, 1799, which led Povlle

tn teldigve *that 4 anet have Toen cent,

[g)
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of recelling Hochemore within a year of his appointment, &0 lely
vpon the testimeny of the sovernor andé his associales, raices
very serious questions about Berryer's cwn judgement. If Hochesore

bungled the colonial currency, he was not the first ordonnateur to

have heen deteeted by that intractable problem., ' As 1o ihe jssue
of the cunfiscated interloper, evenr if Rochem
cerainst Yerlevec were unfounded, Rochencre Lad at least 1he
ipenence of legality on hic side.

- i . oo N . r . 2
One explanztion of Derrver's haste iz that he was influenced

e e me . a4 sttt @

in his decision ty de la Bogue, then sccond oo Luareail

des culenies. The pédmoive alleged that Titon had cultiveted de lu
A A TPty 4 W e e Pt . 2. A B v e ¢ =t L

Regue'!s faveour ard that it vas de 1o Dugue who in Noveoher 1759,
veconnenled the replecement of Rochemore by Deseloveanx. Lonaing

credence to the conepiracy theory is the evidence of the missing

communigues. Although Rochemore's dispaiches of 1759, had been

v e

deliier-d by Bellot, Hochemore's Secratary to the Conesul de Fronce

e 1 1t S Sl S s i < g e 8

L

at Cadix; with the euscepticn of a letter to the Couniess of Berullie,
211 trace ¢f them seemed to have bheen lost during the critical
months of 1759, when Perryer ves mediteiing Focherore's recall.

Only after sustained preccure had been aprlied over 2 poriocd of
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rﬁn01re mainteined, were the letlers 'discovered' behind
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-months, th
en mrmeohsair in the mindisier's office.

In the nezntime, Kerlerec had becr: precsing his cise asainst

the ordonneteur. A few montns after disratching 14

iton ana Desclosesax,

de la rreniers ard des Salles were sent 1o the Court on a s3inilar

mission and s series of letters were writien to ithe comranding
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replacement in Lovisiara, in a letter oftls ?, Jane 1764, to kme. de
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Rochemore, thorou ijV corrcborated Fochemore's positicn and cusuared
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sriced thet although d'Abbidic's letter of the 29 June, 1744, had stoted
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thet he had already inlormed the minister and rccwon of Kerlerec's

26, Ibid., v. 88.
7. Tbid., p. 104.
08. Tbid., p. 128.
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and speculated that hie widow might be bringing the account.

Rochemore a1l eged that ihe

the hes

'):lr\

Accron had

-u P o~ e N IR
fuppresced tre

loss of ithe letters

If this last detail (uuia be subst:

to wodify the corclusions

car

s

Y hat is ¢

vith frequent
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er letter; when Aceron

sy he declared that nothing
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fother's and in so doing hud of rnecessity to drug the rest of hi

fenily along with Mim, Therefore, it wes Jmpovtani that the famil

gtick tczether and ali work toward the imvprovernent of their collec

30. John Bosher, Frimeh Fine
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31, Ffoguehrune, OpP.cit.p. 479.
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Social status derended upon titles, landed wealtnh, ana
cccupetion. If one rossrsced none of ihese o good way to begin would
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be to become a successful merchunt. A son wight then arford o enier
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strztion of the siste, VWhen
irey might think of investing in lend and by that
route eventuvally succeed to titles and aristecratic consideraiion,

Provided one exercised ihe discretirn rot to push Loo hard or fo
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pear 10 have acquired ton mueh monsy 1o qujcklvg'few_ouextj
were direly to be asted about the scurce of the iuCCL The c¢olonial
service presented all scric of cproriurities for the acquisition of
vealth, As ime. Bépon quolted Landricves

nersonne b af fait dé rystore de fiire des cowmerce
ouverts o toute eepice; €t on regarde au sureau bien
fous ceux gui fent autrement et gui font manger
leurs hiens. 24
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There was, hovever, as Juch
quelque <dcencs, quelcue pruuaﬂoe, onteblo
exrsonne, d’u“ frop vif fclat; on ne faicai
rerdre gorge' aux lraitantis, corme on digait,

lors gqu'ils #4nlaicont un luxe par itrep insolent.55

To see whether the court was jusiiflied in mrintaining that

Francois Bigot offended zgainct the received ceonventions it wi

foed

1 he

necessary to examine at vhat point on the sceizsl sezle Frangois

Rigot'a family nad arrived when Ligot wesg appeinted to ths colonies,

In his ménoire jvetificstif
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recented to the commission a3 ile

o

C‘jt“let in 176%, it is written that:

ot 1 o e

34. Bu”cn Corrcarondence, 10 December, 1750, Ibid., p. 140.
35, Duché: ig,Op.Clt.p, 55
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Varguerite
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cup in the cznitre of old
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to the cathedral and only @ five minuts wallk frem ihe Prirlens«i, where

36. limeire qujmlgjvﬂre Francois Birot Q.. Accus? ... BN 40 ~Fi-2988-

37, Archives Gépartencntal de la Garonte, re risires veroissiaux
d'Arveyres, B suppl. 43¢2-GG 16, acte de ba;tfun. 24 July, litTs
cited hy Fierre ¥eller, Armorinl du Derde Inis, Boraeaux, 1906.

38, ‘tychives-Gironde, reg*vtjes peroinsiaux de Saint André de
Herdesux, acte de “aﬁuema, Francols 71;0t, 21 Jarvery, 1703,

20, Act de marriage, p.ioisse de Seinte fulalie, 29 Avril. 3#08°

rep*ocu"”d in R. loy, fge Tedredodres du Loy zu Cancda,
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they rais:d tloir five children; ihree suns and

ke, Figotts will, made in 1765, sted ihat azlthoush she hed a
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number ¢! children she was survived only by:
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Joseph de Bigoi, mcn fils aind, warié avec dem(ois)-
elle se Burret; Frangois de Bigot, o cevanth
comritsaire de 1n m-rines Jﬂweph de Binn®,
actuvellement Lieutrnznt des vad aux du Royj kars
Aane de Bigct., epouse de de Rarre, et ¥

Louise de Bigol, Morite au
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Bigots liwd nad sufficient noney to make the match worthwhile for at
least threo genérations, for as Frégault pointed cut, Louis-Fhi ¢ine
wother wis not Frangois® aunt. 1t would appear likely that i!&ﬁﬁoiw
and the AYgUls were second cousins.

Although not of the old landed gentry, the Bigots' cocial
rosition b= rdly warranted the anciymous eneers found G il
of one of %igot’s‘printed géggir s of 17 A3, 48 - Not only hzd they
succeeded, a couple of szensrations belore Francolis was born, in
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parryin:g a davshier into one of tie more influsntial families ol e

kKingdem, but for the same length of time they rad bren corsellers

du Tey odin his aajesty's curlement ot Burdecux, Althoush the

euthorities differ, even the most rigoroug admits that when teo
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generaticng rad held tbat vost for tweniy years ench,; ov hod

"office, noble status which in the cecse of the first was for 1life

only, had become hereditary.49

Viewed from Versailles, perhaps, as provincial obscurity, Paul

Butel arpucd that the eh'esee de Hob2 wes most highly esleered in

Bordeaux and even though purchased at increasingly extravorent rzles

48, ‘uWOJre, Francois Bisot, BN., 40 Fm 2989, 'ftous announce qu'il
étoit VPTlt&b](hcnt coupab]e ¢'une esnvace de conjuration
contre les finances de l'dtat, qu'il vouloit ervaliix- pour
devenir d'un petit compammon gqu'il etoit (car gqu'est ce cue
le petit fiis d'un greffier dtun erichn+ ée Prevince, Con
le pore n oseralt veat etre etre ¢iid par llurriere y?tlt
fils) un riche imporiant et distinmie, crume tant d'sutres
mizeranles de nos Jeurs cul brillent et offusgvent newe les
grands par les richesses, les dignites, les terres, les
alliances scguises par la ruine du “Durlo et des {ineznce
1'Etat ..." The »riter went on to cipose his prejudices by
implying that comehow the nld 1cnd;d wealth had been scouired
by more 1eg1t4£ﬁte practices. p. 208,

49. See Frisault, NBELE "i.p. 49
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socislly Ly the establishead m@w?»rs of w2 Robe. Pans WAL e
nto ths 0ld fanilics of the Poke was eagerly sousht after by the
wealthy merchents.  “he Bigots, having served thair apprenticeship,
were fiocaly ensconced in that smosiety. .o, Bigut was not,

therefore, affecting o astatus to whicl the femily was not entitle?

vhen she inssrted the pasticle in hor ehildren's mnames, althou
Francois did not as a rule, usz it.
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Apparently, s wors not satisfied oven by the

social siatus that ths Tohe conferred but were determined to bur

their «ay into the landed sontyry., In addition to a small farm closwe

- BN . 51
to Bordesux, in 1766 not worth more than 30,000 11Vf3“3 Louis~-2

PR able
aequired o1 the 8 Narh 1712, fron lig . Frangois de Nesnond, bishop of

s 'la terre et Seigneurie
It is Situated abtout halfewzy betlvoen Bordeaux and
Saintes in the narish of Saint-Ticant du Gua, just a few miles inlan

from the Gironds estwary. This cxrlains how it was that Louis-fiable
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came to b= dencribsd in his will of 1737, as, 'Saigndur de Boauloalt,

ity were-needed, the description given of
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51. 4., col. Eu2, Docsier F. Bigot, piece 10. See alqo balow, s
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53. aontrenW 1915, D.'68.
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‘bapliscd en the 6 DLecember, 17%2 in ihe church of Caint André de
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Bordesnux, he wvas morried within the do¥e to Prupguice Barret,

[ .
born in-1717;0 the diushter of Frangoic karret.  In 1778, her
brother wae gdentified as ihe greffic: on casf du Parlemeet,  Aithouss
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rofescion for tvelve yoars, vresunably wntil
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come ivic kis patrisony. Regarding his inheritarce, bis father's
will, i
Joseph ard Prancoise set cut that which was due to thenr and ihd

bi

crnirvact has net been found, It con be said witlh confidenceg hovovar,

tre eldest Licther was relerred to as the scipgacur de

aneral et unliversell,
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That Frengois lesned his brother as mush as 5,390 livres cver

P . S

60 .
the yerrs is entirely probhs ble, but that tre wmrotive was revrescnted

irende, bapilismal note, 17352, It is assumed the
‘e bteen his first chiid since his wife, ‘a
an fifteen years old,
Sadint Dizoni, vuvial note, 4 Fevemboer 1786,
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59. lLouis-irsble, although alloeating his rroperty ancig his heirs,
resetvaC the enjoyment of all his vrorerty to hie wife during
her lifetime. K¥me. Bigot had, in 1766, as well as her cwn
rroperty, the household effects wnd sitverware to (1‘*“3k31c,
"
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60. 40, B 1313 Fraslin to. ¥erville, 24 2pxil ',uS,pg.go. Jazeph
had becn ccrdemned by the court to roy this = 10 ile sequestier

and m0rv111 was soliciting a COLKIGL“ reintursesernt for his
relative.
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a5 the ‘alleviation of c¢iill ypenury, ie dericory. It méy well have
been that Joqenh in the 17€60's was bsrd pressed by bis creditors,
bt rather than poverty, this was the result of his over-ariitious

scquisition ot property. Not content with iwo bouses on the lue du
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Louv, 77 snd his manor house at Bewulon, Joseph was determined to
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acquire in *755, a tovn souvse in Pons, Shis he arronged with o
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The oo was not a #ift. Hobt only ras 1t 1o ne oepald,
tut it wes to be paid tack with interest, Gradis arranged $Lourily
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. for Francois in the forn of certificaies on the rent of the emzil
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house adjoining the large cne on the Lue du Louwn,
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After rrongois reg sent dnte exile in Bwituerlard, Jooeph
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on the 15 June, 1766, Puysieulx eloiuved the land (or Frevcois!
younger brother, Louis-Joserh, called In Coulure, a rrval Cmptain
of a "werite personnel generclsrent recentin', who wan, 'encore joune

et en etat de rendrs des services an Roy et & g» patric.' Puysiculx
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i3 by normzl succession, 11 is nod

knovaiwhno, ir the end, got it., Sirce his burial note gualified
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derande gqui rneug avoit «té fait pour ches von, Gusids
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Fepruzvy ol 1756 fouid Gradis informing Frangols T

roceved Pieyve's peucion’ of 600 livres and pazid 1,000 1 V"“% fov

-t e iapow

Vit oyeer's board arvia ledsing.  On the h@y's p;nqress he ohseTveds
31 pous veroit gutil se Tanfe tous les jours de plus
en ovlus et en'il g'acups hesucouwn s aprendre. f8
he recowcoded the yurchace of the office of cCrnsy i” ey ap Parisront
that yewr, Heplying in early June, ¥rangoils indicated nim aprroval
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Guesaque t=vs.‘hﬂ Ferhnpo the 0ld woren suspected that herson hnd
Giney anbitions for her grarvidison than that be srhovld spend much tims
in the law comris. At sny rate, by the 24 ¥erruzry, 1758. Josenh
mnd recalled Yierre trn his side at Pons that

{or the first *ime in four generaticns ine heir io the Bigot titles

wias rever able to call himself Conseiller au rarlencnt.

Lonis-Joseph, decided that Pierre regquived only 800 livres of the

1,200 1vres Francois had irtended fer him., The other 400 1ivres
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In the following year, Pierre ves 51311 with his fathcr 2% Pons and

he vwas pzid hic waintenarnce zeo ususl,

. e N B R 4 .
76. Gragis Correspowlernce, fndiricue,
" : ‘ e RPN PR
79. Gradis Correspundence, Amérigue,
A . i
80. Gradis Correspondence, A=mcrigue,
1 e ra 72 o s ~ e S
81, Gradis Correcpondeuce, Awnirigue,
- . 3 - f L e
82, Gridis Correspoenacnce, Anorioue,

L]

.\G :.4. [ R N

-
L]
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that Pierre's cnly male beir, Jeserh, an cificer in the 2ig

re girent, 'de chsescurs & clhoeval'y, was killed in Spain during ihe
Fapoleonic wars. HBis firsi cdaughier anpears Lo have dled v.3 thout
issuve while'still yvoung since she war pentioned by neiit
Jonwae local histc:y ror o7 Worirerie. Tue local ristony ghve
he name of the second devginier a8 Franccise- re clotie~itdclaide,
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In a letier to hin

that i1 had bd?ﬁ decided to return the ship alithough he did net believe,

toue cella enreche les Englinis a nous declarer La guerre pnils cella
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leg wetre dars Jeur tord vis & wvis tous les mrinceess de l'houvirops,!
later that oer, Gradis ciicred to solicit a naval command for him

while he vas in FPuris, vut his efforts were to no av=il., Un the

&9, G. lacour~Coyet, Tbid., p. 523,
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since he added:

Althoush Ia Couture did 2 s-all trade with Caneda, it does not
aPpear iunt rrencois intervencd dn eny vay to ameliorabe the condivlons
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rot similarly fuvourecd? Yet, from whot he vrole to Ia Coulivve on ihe

28 June, 1755, it is irdlsputable thnt he believed La Couiure’s
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was too late to re-sdjust the relationsghip and the goodse ware not
Insicad, when Gradis heard thst La Couture weag destined loxr ihe
Caribiesn, he wrote, ursing that he enbark
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Yoreover, Gradis was so <nihusizstic about

I Ceoutuve to zccept a loan of 30,006 livres

more falriecs, S was Lo draw the capiieal
wrofits vere 1o be divided equélly telween them, Gfadis was to rick
hie capital ard La Coutvre was 1o provide ihe service, including
the freighizpes in the holds of his majeciv’s shipse; a wesy valuable

contribution, r°5901a1‘ in var iime:
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toleration of rrehibited preciices than ine surreptiticns loading of
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cem{ner)ee diresicment pi jndirectm{on)t, 117

Yor wes this ruling by any scans a recent irnvovation. %Writing to
Beavharsois a decsde earlier, by coincidence naning the same officer,
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loaded becanse clandectine yau“ares vwere gecupying their space,
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roval e, Provi oy raid the poadng Uped b ' ’
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Vivier's fish c¢il illustrates. In 1756, Da Vivier complainad
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gniec on tne naval «hip, the Hubis, eicnit 1i-d been broken GWing
to bad packing e . i v ide the f '

packing. Far from trying te bhide the fact that he had cbtained
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the o0il, obvicusly through comreces, ana that it was transrorted on
a royal snip, tne ceniain did not Sereple lo renuest that he be
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exempted from paying freigint on the eight bLroken Lurrels L7 Mis
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request was granted.

In fact, the rirnjcter had little chodce but to tolerat
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moon-
lighting because both administrative and nsval officials vwere
seriousla wnderraid. A theme which recurs acein and 2¢ain in the
trial literature, it xék vnderstood that officiale vould cuppienent
ihelr incomes through 2 medest volurme of trade. it muat have bheen
to this that Tezvharneis weg relerring wlsn he complaired on th
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22 June, 1732, to the rinicter that he could no longer find any

‘a*murjer willing 1o underiake the king'g gervice Lzeause th
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provisions for their cwn table, Maturally, it was expected Lnss

vould rroiit from this, but who was fo check to cec that the capiamn
had not loadsd & few bales of merchnandise aionge with liis foodetuifs?
Under conditicns vwhere everyone wag convirnced that of

wes irsregiate, & capiein was unlikely teo tsle a nhard line againcst
the officers vith whom ke :ad to share the same talle for many weeks
while at sva. If they wore themselves comniomised, their will to

antarconize felleow officars wouvld be commenrurately werkened and

crrortunities for rraft ~ere a legion, Tn the case of the Profend
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for exsmple, althonsh thera is no direct evidance implicating the
captain, it is difficult to belirve he could have beea ignorant of
s fzlsiiication of the sccounts zrounting 4o abeni helf the value
cf frnlght of pT“Vau ehiprment of cocds.  In a letter of the 14

June, 1755, the minister informed Bezeuharnois thaet a comparison of

his firuses with those rent from the colony from which the voyags
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¢ren foric-Anne de Bigot, the «ldexr of Francois
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meyried Pieywe de Redgnier, 'ecuyer, Jeigicur de Iarre et de Barret,

chevelier de 1l'order militnire et royal de noire dawe de Wount Carn-l,
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ay:cien capitains du reginent de YNorrandie', on the 10 Rar@ s 1724,
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she was beguenthed 5,000 lixvres fyom her nother's yrivate foriuvne =:d
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€t Barre’, and Jezinc de (lres, was toyn on ih2 1 december,
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The Reyniers were rn old family, originally from Lorrvuine, who hoo
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1o have wmade.
farie Anne's first child, a son, was chvistened, Pierco-drable

¢ the 1 Yarch, 1725, Shertly thereafier, e woe follewed by a
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brother, Iculv-inable, on the 3 Aprdil, 1726. islthough it mey be
cwing to gars in the records, the next birth did not arvesr yntil

tne 27 Lovenmber, 1745 when BElizsbeth wae tapticed., Blawoboil was

folleved by cone lititle brother,

vns also his godfather.”
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“ne first relevence to the ferres in Bisot's corresvondence
vag a letter of the 16 Iy, 1752 cddrcsurd to David Gredis. .Tierre

de Barre musi have been xskiug Frurceis for ronsy tecause he cbserved:

Je wvien de 1i re, roensieur, vke leitire de. 5 de Farre
guni me depeint von desastre. Je sovnhzitieraie elre en
etat de leurs vrocvrer guelque secoars neis cracun a

pegoin du siene,
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Vous aures la bontd, je vous prie de faire compier
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& 1%:d° de Barre, w: Soeur, trois ceunt livrecs dont je
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“he was to count it as her new year's gift.
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her children, it

this reply. Is it possible tust he disnpproved of his gister's

- 5 .o.a R ) e ) ] . . . D - e S
h‘lsbc» Ild & 5L tj{iat ‘LJJ,LL" LR AYEY .'A"(:-'_;T\'f-:', RN Jb‘“ls LI"ET“YVJ(‘q 118 Sblwl.zg Toina 7
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Pierre fnzble must bave heen & charming wan indeed, since both
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102.

no doubt, the Controle which brought the case to light.

Next to the intendant's office the Contrale,'headed by a

controleur was the most powerful of the departments at the port.
Charged with the general auditing of the accounts, the Controle
inquired into the activities of ‘the other departments in order to
prepare the annual budget and maintain the general records.

Versailles required regular financial reports of the intendant which

were addressed to the ministre de la Marine who shared them with the

controleur général des Finances. To draw a modern analogy, the

Controle Général is best viewed as a composite ministry of Finance,

Revenue, and Auditor General in one. Its structure was accordingly
complex, For the purposes of this study, the most important sub-
section was that which worked within the Marine as the auditing

branch. It was only indirectly responsible to the controleur général

through the ministre de la Marine, who sat with the contraleur

général on the Conseils de la Marine and Commerce, justifying his

26

requests for funds through a general accounting of Marine expenditures.
Speaking generally of the Controle, Bosher argued that its first

and basic task was, 'to verify (contrBler) and register all the acts

bearing upon the finances of the King.'27 It had to see to it that
payments and collections authorized by royal order were duly made and
to match the propér receipts with the original orders, this in a set
of registers kept for the purpoée. The Controle neither collected
nor spent any Aoney, except for its own working expenses. Money

transactions were handled by the trésoriers de la Marine, who in

26. For the composition of these councils and a general discussion
of their activities, see Boulle, op.cit., pp. 38, 39, and
Duchene, op.cit., pp. 14-T7T7. Although the minister of the
marine and the controleur général were jointly responsible tor
raising revenues; as Boulle observed, p. 116, in 1758 Moras,
'was left to devise increasingly desperate strategems,' it was
possible for him to abdicate this responsibility entirely to the
controleur général, as Berryer abdicated colonial revenues in 1759.
Ibid. p.l60. \

27. ®ncyclopédie méthodique, Jurisprudence, vol. III, p. 307: cited

- by Bosher, French Finances, p. 47.
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fuat to the use of such influence there was attached no stigma from
Gradis' point of view is obvious since he went on to observe:

Si vous souhaittes 'l vous vous faires signer par
l'ecrivain ou commissaire de l'escadre un recue ou
connoissement pourque ses indigos nous soyent remises
3 Brest ou dans les autre port ou ces vaisseaux fair-
ont leur desarmement, ou a nos ordres. Vous poures
meme, si vous le juges a propos expliquer ?u'ils sont
pour notre compte ou le votre et le notre. 2

Gradis benefited in other ways through his association with the
de La Portes. On the 17 March, 1756 he informed La Lanne that his
ships which had been sent to Canada had been given orders to return
by Saint Domingue. He hoped that La Lanne would accord to them his
usual bounties.15 As with Bigot these favours consisted primarily
in the instruction of Gradis' captains, and the assembling of return
shipments. On the 2 August, 1755 regarding the captain of Gradis!
ship the David, Gradis wrote:

Vous aves la bonté mon'° de nous faire part de
1tidée que vous avég, que soudain qu'il sera chez vous,.
pour engager ce cap a nous renvoyer ce navire a fret
sous le Commandement de son segond cap et que le S
La coudray reste chez vous pour y faire la vente et
le recouvrement de notre cargaison. Nous ne pouvons
qu'aprouver M  cette resolution et nous vous en faisons
tous nos remerciemans quoique si nous eussions le
malheur d'avoir la guerre et que nous regardons comme
trés prochaine, le fret de 18 & 20 E(cues) nous de-
viendroit bien honnereux.

Finally, in return for the favours Gradis did him in France,
la Lanne used his influence in St. Domingue to see to it that debts

outstanding to Gradis were paid to his correspondent, Benech Le Pinay.}s

Certainly, it was entirely within the province of the intendant to

supervise the payment of debts by colonials to their metropolitan

.creditors, so La Lanne was not makirng an irregular use of his power

12, Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, to La lanne, 24 February,
1757, i. 1593 for a fuller treatment of the Gradis-la Lanne vartner-
ship, see below, pp.260-262.

13. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, i. 115a,

14. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amerique, ji. 78.

15. Gradis Corresnondence, Copybook Amerique, Gradis to la Lanne,

16 February, 1755, i. 12a.
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subsgequently ac intendant in Canada.5 aince the two oftices were co

1

very nearly the same the description of ibe iniendancy vhich follovis

can be taken tc subsume thet of compisesiye-ordonnateur.

“Althouch lﬁtﬁndantu and coh.lssairéﬁorﬁonnateura a;lnt.j‘ed a

[

Tegular b“**fﬂnondence Wlih #he minister concerning all aspects of
thieir administ: «tion, they vore much ton lar rcmoved_fr(A Versailico

4. - . . » » b} ', ~ 7
ta act as mere cyphers. “he round trip laking anyvhere from thros

T e . . . R SN RS R
NG R W W TN Ahl &, de}_:g’.' .an g t}}r, t),fn(: Gl YT, RIETLITSN LU.‘..-U?’;.L(J’}.

ehainistrators, ¢

france, though In

usory completely subendinnted to Verszilles, exsreiscd largs

reasure of di Lra110narv suthority., In his mémoire Bigot's view of
the cituation was described:
. o - >
S'il deeire etre <clairé sur guelcus point qul
1'exbarrasse, # veine trouve-t-il guelqulun aves
qui il puisse s'en expliguer. o7il lul est necer-
gaire de consulter le ¥inistre, il fzaut un an entier
. Pl
pour qu'il puisse recev01r-s - Treponse. n attentsnt,
5. Ilemieux, intent upnn cox cinvg the luyrsseion thz ice
Of‘QLD“gﬁﬁalr@vOTﬁunﬁ steur wau ideutical to that

- 1

but in & less ulgnlAlcaaL colony, cuoted Daxrt, af;r*pg tqat wne
two offices vore historically guite difierent, the forwmsy
cricinnting as a subordinate adminicstrative poqt within the
urine, the lobter e a royal delesste, 'ehevged with eotesvisic
- over lcecal governcent, &nd to inguire into, correct and reform
abuses thorein.! (Henry Plauché Bart, "The legal Iustitutions
. .

f,.J.
,z

of Iou lsﬁ;na Iouisiana Histerical Guerterly IT (J BILATY 15:9),
rp. 78-79. ) wi went on to p01hu out thet vhersas an intenden
wag by virtus of hns commission invested with full avibority over
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the position of first counclilor in the Council It was upon the
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arcipgned judiclal datxes. ' Lbugwnw WAS cJ_.,o at 1 ins to Qhow that
the office cof «r S ful nov
as 7 rrwi)cu,()uu as sRaEn §
to was e'ofnt;ally thal Wheicns tue 1outo paient ;Vhdjbfcd a

vie~dien in the sanctvary to iie jtf;nﬁhng this vas denied 45 the
: (L@m’”ﬂx, op.cit., yp. 50-52.)




e their pover nchecyed within ihe colony itself. As Bigoet
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sowvent il est ndcessnire dlagir, Il fundb aorne

. » R . - L3 (> M ¥
qu'il prenne la decision evr lui. Ui, dans sa
. » a0 Id M. - 1LY 4
marche, il renccuilre une dlfilcultw que 4ul fusse
le Gouvernsur, il faut gutll clurrete; Qia qoe que

: T sy 2 e em s, A
saLe, crselyue s,-u«rswﬁ»qde pU*baw o
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ou’ll ge propam@ il fzut qu'il ltaba do*zn il

’ n

]; og d(f'*‘\f(r 8 O{-E 8 Covry il
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192,

For the first hundred odd years of its legal existence, Canada,

the oldest French colony, was without an intendant or even a fore-

runner of his breed. As lanctot observed, the letters patent
accorded to Frangois de la Roque, Seigneur de Roberval, on the 15
January, 1540, gave him virtually absolute power over the colony:

Le roi lui accorde le droit de faire la paix ou
la guerre, d'établir des 'capitaines justiciers'
2t tous autres officiers, de faire des lois et
ordonnances 'politiques et autres' de punir les
coupables frangais ou indigdnes de chatiments
exemplaires et meme de 1la mort corporelle, de
concéder des terres en fiefs relevant du roi,

et finalement d'ordonner de toutes choses, 'comme
nous-memes le ferions et faire le pourrions si
en notre personne y estions.

Apart from minor vicissitudes in the ownership of the colony
and the interposition of trade companies between the patron and
the governor of the colony, the governor'!s powers remained generally
intact until 1663. In that year Louis XIV repossessed the colony,
issued an edict creating the Sovereign Councii and nominated a
commissioner to supervise civil government.9 In 1665 the commissioner,
Gaudais-Dupont was replaced by Jean Talon whose commission named him:

intendant de justice, police et finances en nos
pays de Canada, Acadie, et Isle de Terreneuve
et autre pays de la France Septentrionale.

Lanctot summarized the powers assigned to him as:

assister aux conseils de guerre en Canada, oulir’
les plaintes des citoyens et des soldats en toutes
matidres et leur rendre justice, informer de toutes
entreprises contre le service et procéder contre
les coupables de tous crimes jusqu'a exécution

du jugement, appeler le nombre de juges et de
gradués requis par la loi et connaitre de tous
crimes et délits, abus et malversations, présider
au conseil souverains en l'absence du gouverneur,
juger souverainement seul en matidres civiles et
ordonner de tout ainsi qu'il paraitra juste et 3
propos.10

8. Gustave Lanctot, op.cit, p.l3.

9. Jugements et Délibérations du Conseil Supérieur de Québec I,
18 October 1663, Coté Québec, 1885-1888, pp. 33-34; cited by
Lanctot, ibid., pp. 51l-=52.

10. Edits et Ordonnances, III1, Commission d'Intendant de 1ls Justice,

Police et Finances en Canada, Acadie, Terreneuve, et autres pays de
la France septentrionale, pour M. Talon, 23 Mars 1665, p. 34: cited
by Lanctot, p. 52.
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with norginal charges concerning tolscco, ficur, and cancee as vell

T e ‘ ] g . v‘ ™ - PRSI S 'l
er o relerence to the divicion of the surplus on the accounts ol

b

Nauturally, =il of the clhavges were cixplajved way in ove

-~ AN, - -~ R . a s,
OX anoiieyr or elae blzsred on somerns else, Irdced, 10 was
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able in the subicct matier 2s the court vae

l_,
W

every reason, it would ayppear, net to tell the truih or at snys rate

the full truth, and in que

4 v - Ty < w3 - o
it was ucvally only a cace

px

in most instraces, g Varin avguaed ssmiding the

fase

»‘\ e Pl ot
[OR .[; [ i}

about the only conclusicn the cour® wae jusiiiied in reachi

thet had ilhe cecvesd wicnhed to defyran

cette entre-
hﬂ:menmim
elle 1llont £té

Stil nlaveit pas £13é in
prise 1! on ne pourroi,
de les &v

But even thoush

testimony «nd +he ge.oval hebits of celoricl
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tO =rney that YVerin and b QuviGry O .LJ.C?.E’.]-S in Conada e

o
no tuition

in the aris of frauwd. If Bigot shavea thedr views

is bharwdly tensole to medniain as Vaeln dmpliicd that
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“Zs Requete, Varin, vn. 10, 11, 56, 1G-¥i,
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corrupted the vhole adminisirative corps of the colony.

wig Piget's role? Cerinin
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ig that he took a lot of woney bmch with hiw to France.

Desvite VJT n's decire to atone for hia wrong-lcing, atonensut
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did not, ayverently, ext:ad so far as
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248.

Xous savens Nr. pieux gue persgonne comment vous
vous etes btoujours sacriifid oo bien o 1lletst
et de la patrie et que vous nlzvez vien a vous
reprocher de pas une part dirvecie m(en)t ny indir-
“ectem{en)t pnis wolgré toul sella, trouves bon
Mr. que nous prenicns la lilerid vel tout ce

quy passe et les vauvais propos gue l'on ne ceusn2
de tenir de vous rejrssenter de laire wettr

toute les affaires de la Colonie dzn

regles possibles et de ne rarvgusy pas nae des
formalités necesguj*es a cella i'n dleviter gue
rac un de vos ennenys ne puisse avoir pos une
prise pour vous laire de Il y«.ine,

i

LT
ng tointes l@‘ 3

At first glance it is not entirely cleae how this letisy ourht
to be intexrp e‘ed. It shows that Gradic had not only h
rumours cireulsted zbout Birotfs foriuvne but vwes scousiosad Lo

e LA 3

handling large sums of money for him. Appsrenily, if Lis eapressions

S
(¢

were genuine, he had nc grounds upon which to suspect that

tune dic noi constiitnte

I'e)

o !

-4

-ty

7 b b

’

allegations were founded. So, Pigcits

R

in hie view prima facie evidence of vrong doing. iuribernore, ho

was convinced that enemies were eager to wake use of any eguivoesal

peL v A Lell L

evidence that might te found against Bigot. Of course, even in the

EE R
1

face of the tcne of the letter and ind~=24 the tency of all Gradis!?

3
Lok

correspondence with Bigot, it misght be suvguested thn

C'!’
o

Y o T - g
UGS '

courteous vhrages vwere o more than fors

o e 1.2
'}fil'

R R U 2
AL LERLG R

>
e

was a scarcely
veiled alsrr, the writer hoping that Bigot vwould ¢ iispose of tell-tale

evidence, as much for the writer's protecticn as for his cwn, Yet,

1~ SR PP o \ + - 4 v b 0 T A 1

the genuine surprlse manirested in a loiler of the 12 lowch, 1759 at
1 ’ 7 e -
the false rerort that Bréard had beew cslled o ¥orealiles Lo give

cceount of hirself is evidence ‘hat the latter interproiotion is

doubtfuls

rondre gue Ur~ Y
& Parenne a&voit reeu ordre du

randre & la Cour p(ou)r ¥y :
conduite qu'il a tenue en Can

»

temps qu'il y a é15. Cotte nowrells

Pris beauvcoup et noas g

ne ¢avons n'y ne powvan
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comprandre tout ce que cella put estre, puisgus
nous sommes bien persuades que c2t amy est en estat
de rondre bon comute de sa conduite et qu'il n'a
rien a craindre ds pas une facon deq calomnies

gue ses ennemys puvent luy avoir susittéu. Toute
ces affaires devant estre en I“”le mais tout cella
est fort fuchouws et tort desaszreable plou)r un
honnete homne...lout cequy s'y passe nous paroit
Ir, oy surprevant que nous ne saurions Jjamais
prandee asses de liberté veu tout 1'a tacnom(cn)t
et la reconnoissance gue nous vous devous de

vous representer de faire metr: toute voa affaires
de la Coloniz dans toute les regles imaginables
p(ou)r eviter que pas un de vos ennemys ne . .puisge
dans pas un temp vous inguiter de pas une part.bB

But if any doubt aboub Gradiet! own melationship o Bx got remning,
it must be dispelled by the letter Abraham wrote to Bigot on the 5
March, 1759 from Paris:

Vous aurss 46 bien instruit depuis bien du
tems de 1'idéz ol on étois icy que les affaires
dont ! étwis chaarg® pour la fourniture des murazing
du Roy étoient pour votre comptiz, celuy de divers
awis et le mien. M. Le WoT::ni en étois aussi
bien persuzié et je ne sais pourguoy puisqutil en
a vu le Con raire par TLy'm\w yy mais ensuitte il
s'egt flgure nue ltentreprise faitte par le Mun-
itionnaire de Canada, le Sr. Cadet n'étoit que
le préete nom é cette pretanaA, Sociétf, ‘Tous le.
monde le crois méme aujourd'huy et mes efforts
pour les en dissuader en leur représantant que
si vous et moy y eussions éts, que perzonne n'aur-

C'h

oit étd char ;? de faire cette eXdeJLLOF qus moy
meins puisgue je n'auroit pas vou'u me priver de
cevte commission pour la donner o ded personnes
gni n'éhoient £3 e

cen envoyes e

sidorablem=nt

faits cheg rnious
ines, 1ard5

lfo“conﬁ"'
doute gque 1l'a s '
et qui est a Dor deaux vous en rendra un fidel comonte
en vous inztruissnt de bicen des particulariten
Toute la haine et l'animosite de Lir. Le PQL.&“d
contre moy n'a été gue cx2la cir je ne le conuols-
soit pas ni n'avoit eu aunmae sorte dtaffaire

avec luy. Voild la raison pour lawalle Hr., jlay
été anvsi mal traitté par luy el qu'il a cru me ‘
mortiftie en me pri ivant de la cosmission de la
fourniture preésente pour la donner au Sieur le
loyne et en ;alre‘couter au Roy au d=la de 450

58. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook Amérique, Moise to Bignt, ii. 20a.
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500 Llle 11vres de plus nu'elle n'auroit revenu
gi j'en cussé é1é charge.59

Further-testimony to Gradie! personal integrity is given hy

~his comments on.the Ie Moyne contract:

Juger lr. de tous mes embarrass, plus encore
de mon mel au coeur de voir gue 1. Le lioyne,
tieg(otian)t & Rollen qui a <t& nhovqm de la four~
sser pﬁr la

&
niture cette année gu'on vous ~¢i

Voye de Brest =t Jde Rochefort ¢
tous les Mag&s ng «oit de Rouen, ONTEG
endreits les rebute de ious ce gu'il y avoit nuur
les avois & meilleur marché et & lo

touche depuis 1o Lﬁl de Janvier 160 et 160 rildle
livres par moig en especes que d'ailleurs on lwy.
raye exactement tous lem s des & coupte dlune
somme dfenviron 6 1

tres

ng (‘.”((11 tobo

J)q‘o milie livres gu'il

-
O
\.. H'/"\

avoit ci devant fourn au pori de Roclief 031 "ar
des traittes ol il avoit gopnd 20 et 50 ph.°
Le dit le Moyne a-paq;f en iraitte avec 1

\

de lizgsisc pour la feurniture prezente et & un
prix de plus de 20 p% eu dessus des fournitires
gue jlay toljours fait psr coconomie malsrd gu’
touche ces somnes d’avance et cue mes pﬂvwnwntﬂ
n'ont commencé 3 se faire qu'in an aprés mes de-
bours a 150 mille livres pqr mois, En outre

depuis la prise de l'isle Royele les rarchandices
ayant diminué dars les vanufuctures de 10, 12 et

15 %, meme, il _&n & cul l'ont fait Licn diavani-
age uic sgue rio briqunn,s atont présenteman o
aucun 4d¢ noubhe do 1leurs marchendises par lg cos-
sation general du commerce de Frence. X1 n'est pas
dovtsux, lr., oue vous ne vous ApLercovi

recezption de cette fourniture de la diffe
de toutes ser parciosndise:

honte d'en rendre un fidel compte au

o
)
ctunsité
et uue voun sures 13

"dinistre et

’J')

....

59, Gradis Corresponience, Ccvyvbook Lnofyigue, 11, 23-23%a,

£0s In the }@uvc“ of the 6 “ebrvorJ 1759 oige had informed
Bigot that Le loyne had even bad the cheek, after having
vcraobad tne contract, *o -t Gradis sub-contract

‘half of it from hinm, wblch "E dcelined, replying:
'gue nous 1t¥ souiltons une Lonmns Yéupit«e dans son

traitie quy estoitv tres avanxege:x plow)r luy que
quant a nous ’a bvenefice nous aveil toujours mniuvs
afecté que le desir gus nous avons t‘“"urs el
de nous rendre utile 3 1l'eiat et » L2 patrie.
Correspondence, Corybook indrique, 54_ 13&.
61, Vhich wns particularly. vnli*uu to Gradis bacsuse e had
at this time such large sume of money owed fo him hy
the Crovn that he was bﬂla“ced on the edge of tankimivtey.
On the 19 September 1798 the total devt gtood at sare
2,300,000 livres. Cradis Correcrondeuce, Copybouk Andrique,
to Bigot, 1. i, 282, -

~ -
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que vous luy ferés cornoltre de la facon dont
jlay servy le Roy dans tous les envoys que j'ay
fait pour vos Nagazins., Si je ne suis pas asses
‘heureux de celg et qu'on n'ait pas besocin de mes
services pour llavenir je cours risque que n'ayant
plus b9301n de mny gue mes pavenents goient retardés,
que méme je ne seray Jamais pays ou gque je seray
oblige de prendre en payement des effete ou je ser y
forcé pour fulre de 1l'argent de perdre le % ou
le 7 de ce gqui me sera du. Vous m'aves kr. accordé
par le passé l'honneur de vo: boutds et de votre
protection. Voicy une occaricn ol j'en ai plus
vesoin que jamais., J'ose pme flatter gue vous

voudres hien me les continuer et je vous la demande
gvec la r7u€ vive instonce afin de me T’ > des

enbarras ou Jje crains de me trouver et ou jo seray
indubitablerent si vous nlaves coite bontd, 62

The correspondence spesks far itself, These were net the

confidences of conspirators long praciiced in the zrts of deceit

\\l

~and extortion. Rathef it isviﬁ rightecus wndlgnati m of an honoat
- man wﬁo héd long Served'theZCrown faithfully and who, fearing
bankruptcy might be hié'réward, appealqd 10 a nan vhose reputation
was under sustained aitack to 1@%t11¢ to the quaiiﬁg of hin goods.
Obviously he wae 50 conv*I'ed of Bigot's iﬁtegrity that he could

not belleve he vév d"écredited with the ”TDIS r,vev@n though the
mlnlster s chief asvl‘iaﬂtg. le Feormand enteri‘"ued a poor opnnﬂon
ot thé ac'used. Thav he nhad good cause to réépecf'Bigo%'s integriiy

i3 clear from the owasionzl reprimand Piget had given him early in

thelr coumercial association for hoving eent oub
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 Although an old friend of Bigot, their relations had zlways been

correct and there is not & single hinv in fhe ent;*ﬁ correspondance

i

- to indicate that Gradis might have been uneasy cbout the ethics of

u

)
4
. K
et
i(_‘

the relationship. Is i pous ible that & man vho insisted so strong
“upon his personal-integrity,‘even in letiers to an alleged conspiysior,

-~

“could have been corrupt? - Is it pessible even that nc vould have

entered into so0 close an association with a men whon ne knew to oo

Y Gy

62. Gradis Correspondence, Copyhook fedricue, ii. 22228,



252,

_corrupt? It would be most wnlikely. Yet, few of his contemporaries
were more astute thaniAbraham'Gradis in‘co¢mercia1 matzers.v How is
it that he handled Quch large sums OL”moueJ for Bigot and yet was so0
’surprised by %he'allegations against hiﬁ? The most likely angwer
=WOU1d.3PPé3T_f5'he thaf he believed RBigot Lad écquirad his fortune
Alegifim&ﬁely,
Although 1mp5€510;0 to 6 a+e Wlth sny precision, the sources
yield a Tew clues whicﬁ-might explain wiy it wag poesible for Gradis
to believe that pigot &cquired his wezlth honestly. In his méroire

B30t meintained Thdt tne base o{ nia icrtune wasg leid when, at the

L3

time of Lis avpojutment to Isle Royale in 1739, the Bordelais

-

nerchants pressed funds upen him and L also received from his father,

'hno scmme considerable sur sa legitime.! Just how nuch that micht

have been can only be conjectured, but it would have been in addition

64

to the pension of 900 livresg a year hic father's will allocated him.

Unfortunately, the propexzty settlement appears to have been made in

~

Frangois! old

27

r brether's marriage controct which hos not heen founds

w

£0, whether Frangois woceived any real esiate in addition to ‘the

. ' N
. y . . e 6
family ferm at Caire, valued atf ; 1766, is not known. 2

His advance nglt wc’l have been equlx ;lent to the value of the farm
in 1739, since'thevBigots, being a subsltantial xobe family, would
have hed no trouble roliciung the capital on the securiily of their
real and professional lncomes. In addition io this, he would have

had whatzver he wight bave saved freom his profoessional salary,_7 and

presumably the Bordelais merchants would at least have watched his

'3

Frangois Bigot, i. 6. , .
64. Archives Dérer tales de la Girende, 33 155”4, Tegtament de
Louis Amable de Bigot: notaire Dubos, For a previcus reference,
see above, p. 82. |
65. SeeAabove,np.é? and 65 fint. £7.
€6.  See dbove, PPe 59 - 62,
67. See above, chapter IIf.

63. ¥émoire,

tmen
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'private capital, for Gradls in. *748 did not require any capital of

68

‘bim at all in the ¢cca€te du Chnada. So, he may well have had

.anything from fifty to‘one hundred thousand 13 res to invest in
1739.

According to the mémoire, no soomer had Bigot arrived in the
colony than, 'il se livra A toutes les branches du Commerce, et il
‘ 1 e 169 , . . | ) s

fut heureux',”” but exactly of what this commerc consisted, tha
3

pénoire ren wained silent, Hrdégault believed he had discoversad

oo AR %

L] .

evidence that Bigot hadv6681gns upon the Hoyal Stores in & reversel

that he Made on & proposl t ion

|.

He argved that BLgQ+ rad opposed the preposal originally beczuse he

feared it would fall under Canadian centrel wher a8, by 1742 Bigoh

was sufiic ntly confident of his own 1nflv ence to advance the
pronosal hlmS?lf.r The best that can,be said abcut this theory is

that it is pure conjecture and even if it were accepted it is of

little prac LlcaB import since the devot was not established and RBigot

did not derive any windfall profits from its supply .

-

There would appear to be surer grounds for suspecting that Bigot

profited from the fo.aign trade. Although the islend was ideslly

o

‘situated to exchanrge French wvest Judian products a2gainst Anglo-imeri

“imports, the minis ster was flatly oppoced to such traffic in 211 but
the nost extreme case of reed. fet, despite hie exhortation to de

Forant and Bigct, on the 7 Hay, 1740, thft'thgyvpgt a stop to ihe

68, ‘The centract is *GﬁroduCQd in J. de ¥iurarsant, Un Grand
v / Yy “M.‘.f':""b“"‘““.
Armatecyr de Bords 2% s Abrehon Gradis \“’f GOl /m 113 , Fordeaux,
1917, pp. 173-175; supposedly from @n original in the CGradis
: I J f) ] PE =3
Archives but which appeare fo have heen lost subsequently,
- A copy exists in Vh PEF, y deg. Fre ne.a. 22293, vpn., 165-166,
69, Ném01rn Francois Bigot, 1., 0.
70. F.B.A. F., i. 158 142.
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violations permitied by their pred cesenrs, no €ffort appears to nuve

been made to inplement hir instructions. In fact, their sympatty fov
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Gnennel and Bigot in 1742 to advocate the accurulation of Anglo-
rerican agricultvrael procducts on the island dn cace of yet another

hat o 18l administisto oo reneraliv 3 c in the
That cc¢lonial adminisivators wore generally interested in the

e LT Sy A iy g - ’ -~ > RS N e SIRELD T d o b ;!'“-
Lo 180 trade wao .*-",1,1,6{:;@{1 in e -EinOu;}'.:;zf.f':.:.S ’ ue o dtuvn habi bond, Qs

Specific allegations were made against gavernsr Kerierec of Louisinna
: - 74 et Tl i . £ i Py :
in 176b,‘ amainst Frontenac, the governor-gernersl of ¥ew trance in

75 ) ' 5 T .
the X670's, ro against governor-gsneral vVaudvrenil in the 1700's,’ ~ and
cxamples could be mult tiplied cagily.
i‘hether such trade wac contrary to French intereste, nawevar, wilg

sunject to debate. The Jraﬂch ﬁrﬂbﬂu'g cennlained that they could

not conpete with Few Sngleanders on an ecunl tacis but Sigot replied

iy -
I
- ‘.

1 T . BRI S S s B gy o 04 ; o e A
tihat this vog ridiculoes gince their UL L3 vere olien closze to one
v . . .

g 11

[ S et A}

Although a JIFLTWSIP”1" rge figure, the evidence

would apy ear to confirm that at cerizin tires at least, merchants

U S T S . A T W F A e A g e D g ] T -
engiiea Tl The UO].U;U,.&.L LIane LWEGe proliius ol tost el oL ks 51-’:’3» QL On Ly

were tie mercha nts uncerupulous in their denlings with the Crown,

4

12, L, B, 743 23 July 1742, Inurepes aux du JQuennel and
B¢g0v. '

13. G.M, Wrong ed., Faveick Brothers and Rutler, Seronto, 1897,
p- 15,

T4e Iémoire pour Le Feu Sieur de Rochenore, op.cits

75. ©Gee zbove, p.l1T7i-T71l. '

76. See above, p. 177 |

77. AG,  B,: 763 27 Tovember, 13 February 174%, 1p.
475

78. See above, Chapter IV,

fond

86-187,



but any reprcsentations they made on the subject of proiits would

£ oL ,
- Al !r,“(‘ 1o —‘
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[ Leofrymi

ntera

hsve to be wveighed in view of their cbvicus self-:

war pushed freight costs uc to ruinous heights, the cost of a ton of

cargo to Canada‘rising even to 1, bOO livres in 1759, the cost at

4

which gocds traded in the coleonies rese commensurately; so thet, for

example, on. the T Novesber, 1748 Bigot inforred the minister

suods were agnin trad-ng d* rarsine of one

B : T TR S VI PR
peace i, wiguelon caieclialed that

purp

L3 ead - g T e e P 2
NITLy rer caut on his trade Lo Canalbn.
dild not appesr to suffer unduly from inglo-~sfnerican compeliiion.
Thven = 29 At Fvadd Ve os e, 32 . ~ - JNUNES 2 KR vaes Ve b T P IO
Tl.c,‘.b ’J.,A,.:’:OT, naa "«rﬁft’:t T.’.JU,.LELI'J. 7;1(1\.‘ 1114‘4(';1'951}& 15 DOow Cnly Llwer i
N 2 e e K S I | R . SN R : o 2 B . S R
councidering his Bordelais conrwcelions, but is given added provablliis
by 4 T A T o Ao ta ol wroar v . Y
by the shipuent of 500 guintels of sugaxr vhich he retiticned ine

minister to grant free freight to France. ©On the 29 November, 1774

he justifie d this reqguest on the greunds +that:

Ty
5‘;;
"

. D
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O
e

wwliraitd dans 1o Course e
snt perda deur coroniver dond
. :
lzpartenci 5.8 -7
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Althovgh he could nave obiained the suger rousn his privateering
. . N e aes e .o 2 K 4. B, 34 e LT e o T 4.
activities, the length of fime it took nim in the enrly fifiies to

o [+ -

Jiguidate his investments to provide cech for & planned puwrchose of

‘lard in the Bordeaux vegicn implies thati they were of a far-flung

\ PR £ PR vy Yo B I {ipm 38 p P '
nea 11}';‘{} s ( i 1..;2'\‘3 11-;- FERRFRES £ L’ .i. ’732 J‘.lL‘T RIS IFXPEaN N2 :,13%"6 he
A ’~ R R e 3 .
would. shoitly receives
Izs fonds gue jlaurai ru vamreser aysnt discous

<.

plusieurs societes gue j'avois a Louisbourg et
al,L,Lz:uI‘S .

and ~gain on the 4 Novembsiri

79. AG, €ili, 92, p. 98. ~
80. Dale Niguelon, 'Iavy and Lefebnvie of tuehecs A
"'Gtrt)“’ﬂ..}. -y Paeticivetion in Conadizn Trac 2

. o f "

i

ien T ) oy, Vode ¥, 1
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Je vous enveis monrirui, cent ¢ :
- livres seize so0is en letirog de changae lainnnt
une partie dé tuuoes lesASocxccés L e
4ans les colonies et jlespere ga'en 1754 g en vvrai
la venirde. J'ai rencuned derus
tes cas soczﬁtﬁs. J’ai tien de la peine

totalerant lc
ens a toud

like cther colpiiial
ainictey in the hope
G Yrecaliving 744 can nardly be
PR '~.-«‘ kw1 85 4 e 2 % . . I oy [ BRI
trien Sﬁ~iOUSiJ- CA UEPary o the miricisr of tho 12 Cetober, L1744
irndicated vh't Twen e ehips had been capitured that
Tear, ALosigeyv’s caaan of dne 29 MNovenber wgo troos
#i o n'y prencic pas un
il nfen soriireii wnas un
then hig 1763 would appoar to be justified 3n stating thats
il arva pluse
1, les aulres i
firvent des prisees...
“ .
1 elles porvine
vendues avec le
So starting with & mode eat capitel of his own, with influential
sreantile contacts, and vith wide ovppor: ez to trade in both
French and foreign markete, it is saary to no,tulate
raesive corruptaon in order to explain the ace
tands of a sulrsisniial cucunt of morvey bLeleve he w
Canada. Certainly, it was his cousin, Puysieulx's beliefl that,
_ [ . . o
C ., . . . ‘ . 4 tam g .
‘1l estoit riche de son chefs lorsgutil & passé (zu Cnnada)!, and
) . ' 4 , 2. vy . -
‘HnIePQLV, he reascned, ‘il n'est pas éionnant gqu'ayant ia*t valoir
. v i
va e 1273 3 . e e 2 'E}U
ce gu'il avoit qu'il n'laye pas gaigné.
i e /'I
824 Ci)i"»-, }‘Glf" GB‘\J.. - .
83, Ilemieux ouvcerved that, 'most ordernvaisurs volitely conwlained
of their ealury.'.,n.cit. v 74.
- Vg
84- AC 01. B, 2[:'), ’p;lC‘lo
. < ® . . . -
8%, Méroire, Francoic Bigot, i, 6-7.
66.  BAYO., 1944-1945, Alrvaram to Moise Cradis, Poris, 9 hosch 1759,



1o sooner had Bigct been nominated intendant of Hew France,

e 1~ i, =

z o 8
-accord1ng to his p«huﬂme, 7 than he decided %o pick up h'u old

trade 1nt@re“to. Not that he lLad solicited the post for that
Teason, or even boen u]eivei when he was appointed. On the contrary,

ne Lp"won tAe minister not {o send him there srd plesded with uis

e 3 <y P 3 ‘_’1:- - - e e - g 1.3 id . . - 3
cousin, fuySLGU¢L, bo intervene, To, the memoire argued, it could

3 1 " v Lo, & am, i R, * . ) 3 v = o 7 . . (O L3 .
uazﬁ ¥ be mainleined that il wes, 'des icdes de fowiune, cui 1l'ont

el : &8
porte dena 1o Colonie,t

T e P . 1, . o - e et ST C v am
That Bigot was reluctirt to {ake up tie Cauadizn posiiion wou

3

appear to be confirmed by his reveated applications onee in Canada

P RO N

to be posted back to France. On the 29 July, ‘1749 in a leiter writie

.

RN Tomma 3 e vy v o anr T Voo e Ny v AN ewen oy
< Iem L‘.,ii.alfa‘u(,;d.'f.«,j_‘_ to Faysleuix hic ceplored the renroval ol wmEtAre s e 1T

e Karine, lois

‘Jtavois lthornenr d'wtr@ conw de luy. Il avoit eu
dee preuves de mon sitachement pour le Service,
et j1 auroit bien pu we recompenser par une in-

tendance de la ordne en I'vance zu lieu de collo
que jlai '

1, TV v A o [ IR - . JE U s SR L
and he begeed Puysienlx vheoen next he zaw Hewillé:

de vouloir bien lvy demander la premicr intendance
ce la marine vacante an Prancs,v

A c¢ivil cervice vescrsndunm of the 17 Fel vruary, 1789 entitled
1CANETIAY noted that Pigot had for the nast two vears been arplving
) . Lo ) | 4 A v L L%

* 2

or a8 trornzier to Fraree gn the excuse of ©

o henlth,

bt -

mention of the questic.z the minister hod wanied to put to tue

intendant, it portrayed Bigot we a most frusted adminisirator whose

87. Y¥éroire, Eiangois Pigot, ii. 29.

88, .Ibid., i. 12, . ,

O AL Aot e T ey es + Docunment
OJe AVinires ”tranrervs, AMerlgue, HELilres el JOCUMeNnTS,

9"90'76-

91



le Sr. Bigot Jntwndlnt de cetie Colonie =t
venu en france en vertu d'un congé qui 1lui avoit
esgté accordé, et gqu'il demandoit depuis deux ans
pour raison de Santd.
11 a demandé 1'jntendance de Zochefort gqui
v%e trouve vacante par le passage du Sr. Le:
a 1'jntendance des arnées ravalles g
"~ cienneté le wet effectivenant a portde d'v preizndre.
Wais dans les circonstances cu l'on va ce
trouver en Canada par raport vy froupes que Ha
Lajesté y e WOy & @t aux a:iixrenc mouvenents
qutelles y ocecasionnerons, jl paroit jndispersable
d'y renvoyer le Sr. Bigot. in jntendapt nouvesu
Seroit fort ewbarraiseé a pouvoir a tous ics arrange-
winis qul'il y aurn a faire, et pour lesqusels il
1aut connoitre toutes les receources et ious ies
usages du pais.IV '

e
L
=
<
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That Bigot cons entnd to return to Canrada ig evidence of his

unfeigned devotion to the service, It wes not necescary Tor Fréeault
to read the Gradis archives to learn that, to Gradis at least, Biged

conszbuently portrayed h,“ elf as ithe guardian of the Crownls
1nt.¢ sts. Symptometic of trégaultis dear‘h1noi on not even 10
consider whether Bigot might have been innocent was his selectiviﬁy

in the use o the letters in the Canadinn Fublic iLrchives.

By the 4 Izy, 1752 Bigot wss heartily disgusted with the petty

N

complaints und back-biting guality of edilan society. In a letis

of that date he cormmleined to Gradis:

£

la jalousie est poussée jci jusqu'auv d{er 1)
periode. Tous les negotians se mangent 1llam
les uns et les autres et ¢i un est un peu i}

tous les autres luy tombent ¢ur le corps,

'O

;_e
e}
B

n

Nor was he insensitive to the vitriolic nttacks wade against hiz own

-reputation, which he maintsined were baseles

L]
%

A surplus je vous prie do ne ﬂoint dire a
rersnne que JG sujis dans le dersein 0"’h0ter
quoigue ce scit., Je passerois u1@ntot Dour un
Crasus dane 1'esprit du public si on y voyoit
que:lgue aprarence au lieu gue tous ce qu'on dit
ect fonde aur Tignwgi

Although it mig‘t not bn_oxrecued flat g guilty Bigot \ould talke his

90, AC, E 3?, De 2
91, . CPA., #G18, €5(1).
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rely he would

p..:.

trade partner into his confidence, it seems hardly 1il

adopt .such self~-rightecus 1 nguage where there was no obvious go

‘ p:,-

¢

to be made. After all, Gradis was a trade partner who if apythirg

was indebtedjto Bigot; not the minister in whoce power it lay to

£rant the much coveted transfer to a Duropean intendancy.

In fact, by the end of 1752 Bigotl was so disillusioned with

A . o) 1

“his job in Caznada as to be seriously considering retiring from ihe

-4

b

~service altogether. Cn the 4 Novenhew, 1752 he wrote:

Mon dessein est de passer en Mrance en 1
L ;

ferai le pariti Si Jladorta celuy
de'préﬁdfe raigon a 2 e le erols wveus

Yy trouveres toujours bon visage d'hote et une
chambre.

- Que tout ce ¢i soit, Jje vous vrie secret
entre vous et woi. <Cela est de conseguence pour
neg intereis. Je ne veux pas cu'on puisss s'ime
eginer gque je pense a ne reitirer da service. Je
sul des colonies par les

™ :

15 ei deFoutu de celuy

ies continuelles pou a¥s
nlai jemais pensé gue je ne crois pis pouvoir me
resoudre a y retour roer,92

Obvicusly, only ihe most seductive blapdichwents could have

induced Bigot to return to a country whare he was the vietim of so

ruch abuse. Lesides promising teo relieve him in one, iwo or thrce
t %) I
Y » L o] 3 9—.?) 43 i - B
years, as the umemorancdun. 179 planned, the minislar:

10 flatta de Je rapyeler biszntot et de lul donner
1'Inteniance d { : z et
1 -

o doubt he was di“COﬂCH”ﬁ 4 indeed to be informed by Gradis in 1757

voire rrisgenc 2 (eban%) trop néaegsaire en La”*‘a
: ;
rourgque vous dussies esperer glre relevd enc e

92, CPA., ibid,
9ﬁ0 gl;, E32, 1:‘»: A’i »

rree s . /'"
94. MNewoire, Irangeis ﬁsfwt, L ia Pa Dl2
95. Gradis LorrerICA ence, Copybock Amdrique, 10 Fsavoh 1797, 1. U
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Consequently, his indignation at such very different ireatment ihan

he had been led to expect when finally the conquest released him

™"
{o
{ams

from what Gradis was'already calling in 1757, 'le tems inrini gqu'i

’D.
»

Y a.qué vous §tes duns les Colonies 96 was in ithis fes;gct Justitiec
- It seens scarcely'possible that an tnsorupulous man vho had
landed a position-which he'was turning into a veritabie goldmine
~would have been as rel;ct1n+ ac Bigot, to take up the post and
subsequently have seized every opportunity to petitican for his recail.
On the other hand, if one had to resizn oneselfl to exi1e in the

colonieg, then the boredom of t*o Lenishrent wight be pariiall]

%
3
¢ ;‘

2 33 YA 3 ’ - LT -y - % NPT f’\' = oo -y s T EAl
relieved by an intersst in the coleonizl trade. In his wiocire of

- e o (Y AT

i

= s /7
L7
Bigot observed that when he:

eut <16 nommé 3 1'Intendsuce de la Wouvelle-'rance,
il pensa & reprondre des intéréts duns le Comwerce...
I1 convint avec les sisurs Gradis de Bordesux, de 9
faire a mwoitié le Commerce du Canada et des "sles.’7

l—

=3
=

1. I . LI I T et asm
the iwprecsion thig giveo

j SN
i

He might even have wronged blmscl
that he had taken_the iritiative in making a propouition to the
Gradig. In 1 3 ne had otoerved:

: -~ 4 - AP a3 - e I L -
Auzei-16t que les Figocions de Dordeaux
4

p ) ’ - . .
s; urent gu'il étoit nommé pour loulsbousrg, ils
. ~ ~ 3 ™
slemvressarent de lui offrir deg fonds,Y8

Furthermore, it was Gradis ho made the first . approach both to Ia Porte

Opamtes TS :-';r:r} e VO £ s rif
IS S SR ST ST ST Vi e ISR 16 NN LR AR S X 9 QuIrincer O

v

Ia Lanne, the

Iouisiana. Although ir the case of Iz ILernne, he and %Gradis had d71€&&

. 5o
1 AN s . L. G
been traunng services for a number of years, it wasg not until the

16 September, 1756 that there was a proposal that they sheuld enter

1

.Jnto a JOlnt tr de venture and the initiative care fyom Gradds. Vieiting

oy
o
=
WG
PR

on that date he suggested that they twaftic in indigo. Gradis off

g6. Gradis Correspendence, Copybook fud
97. WNémoire, Frangois B1got, ii. 28- 29
980 .Ibldo, i 6.

99.  See above, pp.137 141



to | unphJ the ca ital and

equally betweeh.them:

| 11 nous serblerait r. qu'il
affaire a faire toutes les

gtipulated that profits wou

annees autant gue
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v auroit une

S ia

guerre dureroit gu'il seroit ¢y vous le juses

faire
ou
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aﬁropos de
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chepler ecit chez

£
B

q ( van tcd,l,-.}_‘ de beaux indigos s'il ne
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verallel light on the

tar as Grsdis was the initial propeser, this letter gives good cause
to believe that Gradis had no intenti on of making a perwranent gift

of half the initial capital to his associates.

In his‘discussicn of

the Cdraa;an oonu,acf Fréonult mode great play of bhis 1ai% that
Cradis was advancing all of the required capitals

Dang son ¥éroire de 176%, 2: 30-31,
ce contrat, iout en omettant Ge preci
xDl?cc port ait que les Cradis s'engarp
fournir pour ¥ra. Bigot et Préard 1
necesesaire pour le Suedit schavt du

Qargdlson‘lOI

The obvious implication'was that o

Bigot rés
ser que

ume
cette

‘l

-
=alent a,
es fonds
navire efi

ne gees not give awvay money for
nothlng and if Gradls was prepared to cive away half of the capital

100.
101.

4
ue

ce

\J-',

Gradis‘06rrespondeﬂ
™ R A.‘.'." 10 5]6‘ |

CovybooV Lmerigu

«o-i.)l

s i. 146,
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th”n he must Lave exrecteu ¢avoura which were hardly legitimate.

But all Gxadis promisedla,Lannevwas thiat he would raise fbn initinl

Ak

capital. Why else would he think thatle Lanne might rot be Prpplrc

to acceut the offer? Only hou7ilﬂ,-nnn- himself be exposed to risk
o ‘ ‘ 'l

4 ¥ - o~ ., [ N ! R SO . : 3 1
wourld there be a question about hils wanting to onderizke the entor-

yrise, Cleaxly

!y . 4 A - Yomn Y - P od Iz "v\ ¥ §.
y Gradis did not welieve he would hesitate on otuer

b¢UL1JS since_he vas confident thatle Lonne wovld pericrm ihe saaxe

, . ]
services ter a shipment on his sole ancowit. For iha matter, it is

]
<!
-~
o
{3
| ad
[o¥
o

net even clear that the intercst chargezs nu the money
deducted Irom the gross rroduct before wofit was caiculated. The
sustance of the partaerahip, therefore, was {tnsd Gradis offered to

"

dispose of the cargo yvhen

fads

e ey 1R R Y 3y I PO ¥ -~ e . -~ ;
t reached France, whereas L Lanne was to

- ﬁ.x
’ C , . . 102
use his influence in having tie indigo nl#ﬁ»d on naval ships.

oy
jo)

Presunably it wae intended that fuil izeight should be paid to
the Crown, Yo, Is iﬂnne WS expeéte& fo.exercise nis
royal QA1pu. ﬁothing, Gradis aameniched, could have b@en_more
dangerous than to attémpt to send the indigo by merchant ship. It
was likely the shipjwould be taken and in any casé insurance would
cost}between 5§.and 6@% presuming soreona could be found to insure
it So, the enterppiee would be pr nfitable oniy if lransport was
PICVi ided by Crovn veseele,  No doubt Bijot véﬁ zole to avail himself

of similar'privilegas to make profitec of an equal magniiude.

In *he casze of Herlerec de Kervacigan, J. de Maupaseant quobvd

from a letter of the 1

N

September, 1752 which seems subgsequently to

have been misplaced, writicn by Gradis to Kerlercc =t ihe tine o

102, -See above, p.139.
103, (Gradis Correspondence, Corybonk irfrique, 13 Juwe 1757, 1. 211



263,

his nomination as commander:

® pensez-vous pac gu'il put y aveir lieu &
ocbup T de la fourniture des wagasins de voire
'r:olmm.e'P Le Roi y trouvercit son svantage pour
les prix et les conditions et nous y trouverions
aussi un bencfice. Tous fai serblables
fournitures wour Cuelec, don ' '
et le lLiinistre est porfaiten

r'd R
en sommes charpzs., Rllen so ; sur le prix
courant des marchandises audit lisu en letires de
: N b .
change sur le Tréscr,-04
s .

Maupassant also observed that Gradis .provosed to supply ¥erlerec

vl e 1.2 . . . ‘ NP " K] -} . s k] 4. S -
with his personal nseds but since he »as unable to find any

In fact, letlters written by Gradis to Kerlercc of the 12
NP - £ L ‘ ‘ ke ) I, ., e N l®
Sertember, 1755, the 21 December, 1762 zad the 8 T¢“: TY. 1703

survive in the copybooks, Although from their context it

that the Gradis dll not @ ?p*J tup Louisiana prenably

because Kerlerec had other sources of supply, Gradis had been

commissioned teo provide for some of Ferlerec's personsl nceds. On

’

the 12 September, 1755 Gradis wrote:
+ ] Y0

4

iy nous aprenond
ung cay pour icy nocus ne veyons
teur veuille armey pour chez vous.

N, Tim P ety e [Tyt d .
Tha vweyr gooears te have put an WH“GT rhe zhop to Gradist

with Louisiana. t was not untll the j} Decenber, 1762 that he again

)

addregeed a Jeuf@r to L971Cicc. He prefaced his ramarks sayings

’ . » ”
Le 1qqrbcapc que la guerre a durq nous o &té
une pr ivation bien rensible de nouUvVeir entre-

tenir avec VOUS UNe COrTeshicr
nous f.l rons toujours suntant desire
est agroatle,

104, Nsuvassant, op. le p. 42,
105. GSee the I~uisians _
106, Gradis Corrszpe udance, Copybook & “?lq“” le b

O
5

X}
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The intention was to inform him that they had embarked, 'plucieurs

thonneaux de larclandises pour notre comple’, on 1'Aiustle Creole
which they h he would *favorieer dans. la vente'. 0! Apporent]
which they hoped he would *'favoriser dans 1la vente!. Apparently

by the end of 1762 the seas had re-crpensd tecause Gradis was

'

constrained to write .zrain on the 8 January, 1763 to say that since

ordering provisions for the folloving yesr. fThis Gradis promised

to busy Diacelf about and so the }P“‘~ eo~Gradia trade was
ks 4
.L.\.)a

recommenced,

Conesidering his proposals t0Ta .lonne snd Kerlerec it i probabl

3

that Gradis epprozched Figel irvitially. Indeed, this seems to Le

tate

'Y
C\

snfirmed by Bigot's letter to David Gradis of the 29 ¥ay, 1746 which
opened saying:
Vous aures de mes nouvelles, monsieur,
» ”» . -
mon arrivee a gquevec et Je vous remercie des
gue vous me faitey par la letire que vous m'aveés
~‘t ]'hOHF?hr e m'ecrire et suxquels je suis tres
°3b79 403 '

All in all, QL ot wag not nearly S0 d“vge ieive an entrepreneur as

he haes been made out to be.

m, K B o ) e vy A, 2 ‘o R K
The ipvediste foundutions of : 2 du Cennds were 1oid in
R ) o P

May 1748. Repeatlng, trobably, the substance of Gradis' Jetter of

the 18 lay, Bigot on the 21 ey wrote:
Vous pouves ccrpier don vresent sor llenvoy
EN I
d'un naV1rc de 300 t(unnruu)v a quebec pour 1i'annfe
prochaine qui sera de moitié entre nous ievx.

VYous le chnrperes de vin, eau de vie et mnnrchandises
propres pour le nays ﬁiﬁ~l que Jje vous le rerguaral.

The possibility of building ships in Cannda with the intenticn of

emnploying them in the YWest Indian trade, wes discussad. Bigoi

107. Gradis Corres pnndevc@, Comybool: rfmérigue, 1
108. Gradis Correspondence, Copybeok fmirigue, ii.
109, CPA., 1iG18 G8(1). |



vetoed ‘the 1uea of deve¢op1n a fishing fleet on the grounds that

return on. the 1nvestmﬁnt was 11 rely to be rather slow. The motive

bshind‘thc SugEESfion,being to Obtain‘a saleable cargo for the

(-, .

West Indies, he adVi ed taat it would be bebter to purchase cod at

‘

Lnﬁiébdurg.

As to ithe finaucing of the

ur’

\'.‘
@]
ot
-

wda

nitial capital, ”he biag of Fléﬂ%ult g approach is zgain revesgled

o far &

$de
w,

n .

m

pigot expliciily net only vound himzeli to psy back the
full amO“ﬁt of his share of the capital but even to pay inierect on

the outstanding sum until it was paid in full

- Vous aures des termes pour le veyement des
marchandises seiches gue vouvs envercs 2 guebec ot

J'espere qus les lettres de chanze gue je vous
renveral arriverons a t@mh pour les acqguitter a

quelques mois pres do pziswons 1linterch
nals quant au prix de 1¢ moitié du nuvire je TOUS
en paieral 1'interet }uuoa a pariait fayement.iio

Cradis was to compose the terms of the contract on this basis and

£

Bigot was to see whether a third party mi ht be asceocinted. 'The

intendant wondered whether the Chevalier de Caylus might Le a
suitable cendidate,
It was not de Caylus but rsther Jacaues-ifichel sréord,

controJ' v de la ¥Warine ut uLbeC to whom Bigot granted a tvo-

ueﬂths 1nder~ut in the- 5CCAHUQ durﬂnc the early part of Qctober 1748.

A

‘. . 2 - R S L - O ~ . e v s A, v - e

AgCoruang to hig OO e DINANU TEE 8 RN, ’C,‘-.Je Lo snsur :ig()"’ aveit
A e e g o T e e g e Co P s -

tiré de Rochefort, par la permission du Ministre.? It mzy be that

he choqa Bréard b@c use Le was a aan,

-'ouj joignoit a la plus ausiére probité, une
v & - e
1nte111{cnco yCH rommuno, ot qul etoid ceyable
!

but it is impossible to believe thot hov:nf resifded in g0 gizll a tovn

110, CEi., MG1S GO(1)



as Rochefort and having worked in the sasre nifices {or two years,

P g o J111
Digot, 'ne le connoissoit point aupzr&xamt.

Thé.intendant’s-motive ror associzting Bréard in the énter-‘
PTiSe is‘?ﬁTtiCUl&rlyfcrudial-because‘it appeéred only teco convenient
hat the CHw@I adrinis t}atiVe officer'of-the colony and his
inmediate subordinate, who beﬁw zen the ? handled allrof the accounting
for colonial supplies should have colla ,orf+(u in an uvndertak

vhich did a substantial business with the Crown. sigot's explanation

I "l':;
L.J‘\ by

“was that vhen he discevered the duties of his office voeuld not «f7

N

him the leisure to attend to the details of bueiness he was forced to

e e et v o < . . _ i ol e e
ceek assivtance and Brfard, by coincidence, was the most able wan oo
Tard AT+l 304 s . , ' 3 e e e :
hand. Although difficult to reconcile with Lis experience at Lovis~

bourg, Bigot's congivtent defence was essentialiy that:

e Sieur Bigot gui n'entend rien ou Comuerce, et
qui. dans les parties memes ou il a étf 11u€vorsé,
n'a jamais eu connoissance des detslils, n'esy
point en état de s'expliquer sur toul ce gui

peut les conc “Tﬂcr.jlp '

13

Though it does not d‘"l@l the suspicion roused by Bigot's choice of

B

c_)_,
e
{6
O
=
Py

Fréard, his explanatiou'to Gra e 10 Qotober, 1748 is

consistent at least with the latter claim:

J'ay fait oart A Mr. Bréard de rotre pro;
ne m'dtant pas ro“ sible de vecqguar au dedtail
Comuerce du pafls cufil favt zbsol i
il m'a deternine & le “OS"'PTal“D

Subsequent practice secems also to have vorne this out since writing

to Gradis on the 14 October, ]7“ Ricet insitrueted:
Ayes agreable aussl de marguer a e Prearvd ce gue
je devrai de fret a in Pencmmes pour 1752 au dela
des 12 1onne@“* gui me ont secordes afin ﬁh' *e
les puisse payer cowi jlai foit povr 1

~J
g
',_.J
>

;:

‘111, lémoire, Frangois Bigot, ii. 29-30.
112, Uémoire, Frangois Bigot, ii. 419.
113, B, NSSe Frey naa., 22253, Ps 120,
114. CPA., 3G18 ¢8(1). -



It is also to be observed that throughout the corresponience of
1755,,&1th0ugh Gradis.kept Rigot generally informed about the
Irelght of the Renommde, it was with. Bréard that he entered into

:eommercial,datail.

Yet, Bigot took. anjtunﬂf but a poesive interest in the affairvs
of the company. .Even in the letter of the 10 October, 1748 he
-advised Grad¢u.

Je veus demande par ce menoire ]
,de nolre papier., J'en previendral le ministre et
upoge par que7cue avaniure ou Gue vOus ne fusaies
pag d'esvis de faire cetie socidwd i1 feudroit
toujours faire L'envoie de ces iournitures dont
le Roy paiera le fret, et le roewe profit gu'il
denneit av fournisseur oy devont, gi cela vuncuoit
je serois lres enmbarasse,

z—~,

iscussed the state of the ship building iwndusiry in

After having & I

Quebec he xcnt on to outline hlo intertions for the return journusy
of their ship:
5i le navire gue vous destineres pour noﬁre

socidté arrivoit 4 la fin <e wmaij 31 faut pou
il. Je rowﬂoi

. »
cela gu'il parte & la iin d'z\11
le irettﬁr pour lt!'isle Hoyale et 1l empoxrtercit
gvec luy son chargorent poenr Ot. Dmrﬁﬁpwa i

Bréard va se precautioner das bois & porier aux
isles et vous =wurons de la farine gucigue la sortie
: 1

n'en sera pas permis suivani les apparencess, O eat
ce gui renﬂra-¢e retour des navires gui v*eﬂuxc
ice lTort mauvals. Mi es vaut 16 (1ivres) le ouln,hl.
A
-

ce sera a vous & me mander s'il en sera sorti
quantité de ?evéeaux pour St. Dewmingue car il ne
Feudroit vpoas Vorcey suy cotio : 3
o SRR
en avoit ete Lesucoup aiiondu ¢
bl |
ne si veut ¢ u'a son Cefaut.+id

Eor ' T . ey o o 23 . 2t - -4
réoault made great play cof mibﬁt’s promis that the scciété

would have flour for the Indies even though its export might be
116 , :
banned. This wag yurported to show thst Jigot bad no compunction in

Breakiﬂg even his own regv?ptlonw and {oreshadoved even more cerious
crimes againgst the wellsre of the colony in the early fifties when

115. ibid.
116. F.B.A.F., i. 324-325.

Sy o U 8
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'graln shortages were"severe. Quoting Courvillels sfunire, Frégault
al leged th%t Pban cwned ]d“pe granaries JJl of cerezls @estiﬂai
-t 17 T - 4 42 >

ior he Jndles. - His clsim, however, that blgﬂ pernitted his
friends 1o export grain inspite of the prohi 11 ioﬂ vnich was not;
R e | 118 :

in Yact, proclaired wntil the 19 areh, 1751,7 is inadequately

v 3 . s . . ' 3 . 4

substantiated. = Apart from Ia Jonqulare’s complaint to Rouille on
the 5 May,A1751jt4at he had bad to intervepe %¢ prevent {toco large

. . R £ ‘e
a ‘ﬂlIJuut of flour to Isle Hoyale, in Tulfilment on sn offictisi
commitment, Fregault produced no eviderce to gonfirm his view,
Furthermore, 1f it wae only a question of the odd bosilesd of flour,
such a small Voﬁume of exporis would have made 1little Jifference tlo

the general level of qﬁpﬂll es in Canada LzﬁvcanAbe seen as one of
the'perquisites of office, MNor was Rigot utierly ruthless in
’attitude toward the commodity becéu se he did write that, ;il
faudroit‘pés forqef Sﬁr cette mareh ;ndjaf.’ ‘what éppearéAto'be
c0n¢1usive evideﬁce grainet the claim that Disot broke hig own
fegulatioﬁs is his letter of the 4 Vsy, 1752 to Gradis."ﬁeferring
.to Thc Renomnée he wrote:

Stil. venoit je irvouverois le moyen de luy faive

faire un voyage par un extraordinaire qui est

survernu. Cer pour ltenvoyer sux islecs 11'n’y a

ici n'y morve n'y farine a y port -1z recolte
- .
manguaat, tous mangue, 120

-

. L . . Ve ' R
Frégault also made great capitel ocut of Bigot's lelter of the

. o | R
: e [ c . - A ) ~ '~'-| )
22 October, 1748, for 1t informed Gradis that dus to & f211 in

St

117. kéroires sur le Canada depuis 1749 Jusqu'd 17003 En
| trois partles; 1voc cartes et plens lithographiés,
P . P .
oy fTﬁgﬁULt9 1u1a., e 387,

\

118, Archives.de Uuebec: Inventaire
Intendante, 3, P=G. Roy ed., B;au;eville, 19l9 pp. 155-15

119. AC, G114, 97, P~ 27-

120.  CPA., HG18 C8(1

121, Frégeult, F. 7:§,z., i. 925,

Quebec 1873, p. 1, 185; cited
"r‘

*
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sail on to Quebec. Viriting to Prévost, th

at Isle Royale . on the 25 Nay, 1755, Gradi
was recommended to him by Bigot and uvrped the
de luy rendre tous les services gui
de vous et de luy procurer la defai
avantageux de la pseotille gutil «
le baf:vmq1 cang leguel il p%ssc,lz
The total ¢nve'tnent was 10,7681 ]nggw, 17 sol
449 11VT“¢ upon which Grazdis was charging

Prom this avidence i1 is estavlivhed iis
. b
grant favourc dt the expenga of the Crown to

1uat* cn o in thern to his

had rno h *efommending

that they give then the same treatnent. Do,
he asserted ithet he had rnever ordsred or

vhen

CPA., MG1o ©8(1).

Gradis Correspondelce,
ibid., i. 53. -
ibid., Gradis to Bigot, 2 June 1705. i.

122,
123,
124.
125.

4 % interest,’

Copybook luérique,

269,
,'the priée of eau de vie to only five or gix livres o veltsy it lockod
Has if‘he would have been eprsed to a heavy loss. Consequently
Bigbte
fait préhdre trois pieces pour le Roy que Mr.
estebe m'a dit vous restes en pure perte 4
(livres) la v(elte). Il vous en envera sans
doule 1o compte.l22
Bigot aiéo did the same févour‘for {hevﬁieur Cambery, a friend of
hisg, whom he had prov ided with a letter of inirmducﬁion to the
Gradis snd whom the Cradis had suoplicd with the Six'piéggﬁ ‘o
gquestion. Canbery, by the way, reappesrsed in the correspondence of
1755. In a létter of the 5 lay, 1755 Bigsot wag told thiet he had
freigated a Vagp with wine and spirits on bl owrn sccevnt, fer which
the Gradis had leﬁt him the woney and the mature, Its goal vas
- Louisbourg bﬁt should the market be depresced there he intended te

2 4 “" W o, - !’-
g counceenirve-ogrdonnaisur
Lod ee

told him that Le Cambery

.
gracnnaTeurs

A ——g . Y ATV s g

5
.5 s

d.

W

wihich was

125

insuraed

toBiget vas prewvared to
nis frisnds amd“that he
Colleagﬁ@s, proposing

Bigot lied to the court

even ineimated that

i, AGa.,
5%,



. . 126 .
the Gradis merchandise recoive preferential treatment. His eppeald

3 £

of 1773 manntalned ‘that the bizsed nature of the proceedings had 19 L

“hin with no alt arnatix

a0

woces les differentes
it racporté les
pe. Il avoits

- e - i
pour le Jugar. Ll ne aort01t pas qu'on ne lui
fit un i riug in nuvnfeu.f I

[ oL . -
crine Ces cposes leg
.i
i

I 3L
-t avec ralson que scn intéret dang le
s )

comagrce du Usnadae ne lul fut jtproché ver des
Juges prévenus et ne dornnt recherches
inlinies ¢ui en prolenscant ion Sitzrnise
sroient sa captivitd, It ‘ sue trop
justifié mes craints. Iorsg le commeree du Sr,
Bigot a ete conuu et averd au procds, on en a2 ifait
un corps de G4lit grsve, indemendament de la
survente guil seule pouvuit €ire criminelle,l?

It is by no means sure that . Bigot can be condemmed for having

C"mbery was concerned his recommendaticon vas similar to thosze of

‘tho n <1 +{3 o] —in(* e B VD . " PRESIE T I RATS VSTl it cal o) 'i 3 R R

A1 PIrIvVate merce ANt WHO wWale CouStannivly Tecornment NS LT LW LTS
[ K PTIRTA. SR O T 3 S Sren sneriieend o - -

to their iriends in other ports. 4g ne argued in the case of

Glaverie, the mere é?dﬂti g of protection is no proot of selt interest:

COInnENY oou“loﬂ+—on en conclurs gutil étoit associd
cans la maison de Ulaverie? Fe pb:vcib«il dcnc
proteger et le sieur Claverie et son Conmsrce, Sens
etre intereseé avec 1ui? Tous les gens en place
qui protégent des subzalternes, ne les protégent-
ils gue parce qu'ils sont asscciés avec eus?

' Se n jusou'ol

Tg mpmd o
: 4

M “Ja ol 1o gicur Bi

CIu gue ce lagar zin contencit les hwxu}“pc1n@s les

plus propres au service, Ponw‘euiement il a pu,

maig il a do lui dnnuar la vriférence. GQuand cetie
i

ke T,

va le ridicule de cct > vopngition
? Ty :

o

‘maiscn n! auralb nz"'eu Lla aupgriorité, il avroit
< - . ” . - - ! X .
suffi qu'elle it 1'8walitd, powcgue 1'Intendant

-
£

~eut pu lui falre cet avantage., lntr

e
3 Y - N TP T | B
nisseurs, qui peuvent cpulenent renpl
du Service, Teuvi-on conlester 4 1'Intendant le
- . “
droit de CLQ]Q’C calui qu'il Jjuges a propos
-

Mest-11l pas méne utile au bien du Bervi
ait cette faculié et avec la plus grande
quand ce ne seroit gue pour lui ¢

126.. Mem01re, Erangois Bibot, id .
127. Mémoire, Francois Bigot, 1773, po. [9a-80.



271,

d'exciter 1'émulation, par 1llespérance d'éire ré-
£y . '

compensé d'une fournituqe fatie mvec £iddlitéd

et avec zile, par une fourniture prochaine plus

considérable et plus utile,128

Of courqo, if colonlhl d inlstr‘torﬂ were to be trusted with

such powers then it was esgential that their integrity should be

A

established, Yet, it was precisely that Bigot had corsistently

shown a greater concern for

for thosge

4 .-

own znd hig friends! interesis than

,.. ")
Lo

5

of the Crown that was ilhe chief sllegaticn a"@insf him.

wde, however, iovard the gnuliiy of merchandise he was

prepared to . receive into the gtores would appear to vindicate him

in this regard.: On the 22 October, 1742, hoving informed Gradig of

~¢cloth Grad

the concc~510n on the spirits, Bigot went on o complain

J

T i
what une

ig had sent on the David:

o

ne valent rien et persenne nien veut. Cela
merite attention,

Apart from the observation that this showe clesrly that at least &

portlon cf the Gradis shipment

g were zold to private individuals

it is to be emphasised that in this case, Bigot did not offer io go

to bradlﬂ’

Cradis was

This

aid and purchase it fer the stoves. On the contrary,
adizenicheds
Ayes attention je vous prie que tous ces papiers

(for the office), soient du meilleur et gue vos
etofies ainci que tout ce quil est compris dans

la remoire soit du bon sans guol tout resterois
o 1030
a pure parte,-<J
was by ne reans an isclated case. In 1752 to fake ancther

Al

example, Bigot wes furious with Gradis for having diepciched some of
the goods in a flute, = design not at all vwell adapted
* b ¥ <

“of the Saint Iawrence. When the boat 3 innlly nrrived he ¢

that 150 qya”ts of flour vere damaged by woier and

128, Hémoire, Francois Bigot, 176%, ii. 89,
129. CPA., ¥G18 G8(1).

i
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®

developed an odour. ,He‘wus also disyleased with the wine (Gralis rzd
»shlnped that qeason.' The Qi allfJ of prcvwouw shipments had beon
tle meilleur}-but this cne:
ne vavt rien et clest le moino ben de tout celuy
gui est ertre dans la colonic. 11 ne faut que cela
arrive devantagza, 130
dnother rebuke was adT“PlquT“d'On the 14 Octobér, 1752:
Je vous envoye. la menold
sprentle de les fa:re
tal

coulis %u: ont ce. de
Lo I

re de wes provisions. Ayes
‘ avec du Lo car vos
ten veent pas toujours de

It was alleged at the irial that Grodie? shipments weore purchased

3

&t prices higher {han thos current in the coleny, that dales of

-

receipt were'falsified‘in order'tvooneeal the “alVO*"“L‘ﬁﬂS,ﬁn@.ﬁh?t
ot insured that Credis paid no customs duties.on the goods entering
Quebéc._ On the question of false dating of cargo reueptioh, if it}
wos perpetrated ihfthe early years of the decade, it would appear tc
have beén'eitinu* ched Ey i7%9. In a letter of the 3 Pebruaxry, 1759
to ﬁ?scheneaux5 Sradis' agent in Quebsc, who was also Rl“;t'“ vccvetaf'
Gradis gave the impresmien}that he could not & uags depend upsﬁ the
ready saié of his goads in i~ebnc; in tﬁi& case he W55 discussing &
shipment of wins he had had dlnputCE”d from Cnﬁix; Afﬁgr'having

-

ob rved that the captain vwas instruc%ei to apply to Deschensws:

P

pourque vous luy procuries des moyens de faire
une bonne vente,

he cdded:
501t que da s le cas contraire, le Capitaine

- > .
Iriant ne peut lvy mere cﬂd«n sa cargaicon et
. . s . 2 . 3
qu'il fut de nos ;nter ts gqu'il la laissat pour

s'en revenir en france; dang € C48 NOUS SOHMES
bien assurds de voire 1 de vos soins

pour saigir le tems 1e p,

130, 1Ibid., 14 August, 1 Hovember 1752,
121, Ibid.,
132,,.Gradis‘Corresponuence, Copybock smérigue, ii. 11.
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No more was Bréard>ab1e to count upoh an agsured disposal of
his merohandise even in 1754, let alone benefit from faleified
inroicee. On the 17 March, 1755 Gradis told him he was , sorry to.

learn that owing to the late arrival of the Entreprennant at Quebec

at the end of June 1754, Bréard had been unable to sell most of the
cargo of salt pork and that th1s had occasaoned him a serious 1033.133
Although 1n the same letter to Breard, Gxadls expressed his nleasure '

that returns on the Renommée's cargo of 1754, 'ont passe nos

esperancee', and went on to thank him.‘

d'avoir fait recevoir dans les magasins du Roy
toutes 1es marchandises et boissons dont etoit
composee la cargalson de la Renommee. 134

such privileged treatment could not be taken for granted. Indeed,
he was under the 1mpre331on that the efforts of his captain, Rozier,
could make a difference to the success of the enterprise, since on
the 20 Aprll, 1755 he hOped that Rozier would have:

tiré un bon party de tout ce que vous avies et

que la crainte de la guerre que nous prevoyons

bien fondée, fait valoir la marchandise un grand

prix raporté en le produit en lettres de change

et faittes en sorte de les obtenir au plus court

terme qu'il vous sera possible. Nous contons que

vous avez faitte tous vos efforts pour tacher d'ob-
tenir quelques frets.135

Furthermore, in a letter of the 8 July, 1755 to Bréard, Gradis gave-
the impression that he believed that the quality of goods embarked
upon the Renommée bore some relation to the price that would be
accorded:
Nous esperons...que tout ce qui composoit son
chargement se sera trouvé d'une belle et bonne
~ qualité ce qui en aura ocgsionné une defalte

prompte et avantageuse, 1

Not only Gradis but also_Bigot believed that it was the geherally

133. Gradla Correspandence, Copybook Amerlque, i. l6a. -

134. It was a privilege which was repeated in 1755: Gradis Corres~

- . pondence, Copybook Amérique, Gradis to Bréard, 30 August 1755,
c iO 863.

135, ibid., i. 39.

1560 lbldo’ i. T@a .
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high quality of the Gradie! goods which permitted the jnlendarnt 1o

continve to favour them. Onithe 14 Awgust, 1752 he vrotes

l{essieu)rs les marohbpda ont ete bien etones de
voir retourner cette znnée ja Benommée, 51 vous
‘n'avies Las f it d'anssc bonne fourniture gue celles
gue vous aves . fait je suisz pc:uuaai gu'on_surcit

eu egard aux vlainteg contir 25 éu-méme;lsf

yagr t
2

Ang Bigot's claim that quality had alvesys been fre associates! firsh

o

ccncern is boine out by the correspondenc:. Cradis wrote no move

o 3 7{ry T e R 3 in " - e
aron, 1757 vhen he protesied to Higow:

~od

RS . ‘\“ . . . . SAL - o
then the treth on the 10

ncore llavgsnt pourque le fous fut de 1

l)c‘ij:'d.. o 1 v LK‘ O;,«.,lj ‘it-.f ¢ L)

T - oo , Ay g 2 s WD s o ared
Lﬁhb nlavons epargne ni peines ni soing el molus
a .

N
o

R o e -~ 3
Arnd this wos no sinple

Junieis la mar ﬁ«”ﬁl%c nta é4%6 =ugsi rare qu'elle
1'a é18 cette annde., 1 noug ne nous aussicus

pas preveanu de llavance 0'= ; wartie de ces Tour-
nitures il nous aurcit €48 de tonte imposseibilitd

4 DOUVOoir.
Typiecal of the'u,axdu;i> he required frow his sub-controctare Mradse
in a letU@“ to the Rouen ma*CJPni Le ¥rinz, on the 11 Gctober, 1757

wrote:

- - £
cur les assurances reilereass Gue vous nDous aves .
3 4 s 3 I DA A K
donng cue nous aurions Jien dletre saunsic¢ SGit
- P T - . i £ 3 b e o~ I e
pour la belle ¢t vonne qualilie de 1o mﬂxchwnvlﬁe
4+ 3

comme pour le wonagament Gans ].e prix de c‘* 2GGe
article nous avons Llhonneul C
méroires ci joint
le plug prompu

ions d'c:ccuuer
veUsS He?a_ngsglblo 159

:‘?‘ O
Ll
> o
®
£
o
@
3
b= 0
[
CI'
<

That Gradis had to wage a constani batile to pmaintein his higl
. . . i . RN N 3, .- -
standards of gquality is evidge nt from the letter of the 24 February,

1758 written to de Vienne, the g1roe maoeein at Quebecs:

g v - v s < vt et

- -

‘Wous comres au3S1 curpris qu'étonnés des
relevds des fecivres de nos envoyed Dar le i
le Jazon, le Duvid, le Fre sident le Berihon et du
Rotuste des faux chargemento el de la Supercheri

137. CPA., X618 G8(1).

1138, * Gradis Correspondence, Copybook frfrique, d. 162
1%9, - Gradis Correspondence, Copybeok huruve, iti. 438,



de nos fournisseéurs auxquelles en particulier nous
avong fait nasser.ces-erreurs‘qui nous assurent g

leurs balles et caisses doivent-se trouvar conformes
aux factures Nous cvons ew lthonreur de vous

marquer l'anre@ u(e*nl)ern gue ces balles, caisees
et Boucaudes ne sont pac ouvortes lorsquelles nous

parviennent pour pouvoir en inirs la vernif caiion.
lles nous arrivent dans le moment qu' ,faui le

embarguer et vous devés Jurer . s';l

oseible dang ce tems précieux ou nous L
'partlr nos navires de pouvoir ciariner et veriff
la qualite e’ la guantité de‘chaqz :

o™ o
mene quelgues~-unes ne nous
le charpgsment des marchﬁndiw,:
de nos navires,+40

As ]f ~sharp bus 1nnss practices were not encugh for {radis to
nave to contend with, theli on the docka p ears Lo have bezn a
. o k] l‘a‘—h - - . -
gerious problem as well,™ In fact, the entire corresruondcnce
testifies to a wniforumly dedicated attention to detail by the

Gradis and a 6 ter rmination 1o supply only ﬁhe vest guality produce,
Bigot would appeer to have;hit'upon ihe esscntial when on the 14
October, 1752 he promised Geadis that:
Si vous continues a2 bien servir
gue le Ministre vous conservera cette Iou
14

t
etant de 1 L*ﬁ“@t du roy gu'slle scit faite par

oy -
un geul et non a l'adjudication, 142

te

is to tﬂe ch rge that Bigot and hisz friends mencpolized all

the ﬂovevnrent contr acting, the txose\utef nst only underestimated
4 2 S T R, . L s 143
the pressure exerisd vpon Bigot by the Usuudian werchent commimity

but also manipulaited the evidence in such & wey as to hold Bigot

sible on the one hand for having moncpelized ihe supplies and

)
&
o
o]
o
w

on the otherx for hevi ng ordered le:s than a full year's supply iTon
Gradis in orier %o create sheortages and by thet means push up the

o 3 I d . ' - . .. S, ~ : - s 2 T oy - < R
prices. The méroire was guite Tight to cobserve theti playing by the

court's cenre of justice, Zigot's:

- 140, Gradis Lorreqyonuerce, Copybook &udrique, i. Z30a, 231,
141, See above: p, 100-101.
142,  CPA., EG18 GB8(1)

L Ea. 3T 32 T et
142, See ahove, n, 75000 T e Troreds



situation étoit donc bien critioue? -I1 ne pouvoit
ni multirlier les enveis de Gradis, sans étre
accusé de monopole, ni les diminuer, sans passer
pour vouloir établir la cherts.l44

‘The court also spent a lot of time dLQLhuoln allegedly
traudulent pe ments Pigot authorized for ireig hts betveen Cuebece

(4

ana Isle Royale both for the Cradis! bout, Lo Denomude and for a

number of smaller bo ts suppoeedly ovaed Ly a ‘consortiuz ircludingz,

in varicus combinations: Bigot

ihe CAsC fOl‘ t.h’-".'? rrrofectutjgn was

bzAngs

3 » = 3 ~
que le sieur Bigot a fail payer ou Yol wn fret
trep eensiderable pour le Vaissenu ls Zenornée,

var leguel i1 enveoyoit des approvisionnerents 4
1tIsle Royale, Il & fait parer ce fret 15,000

. o 5
liv{res) paT voyaze ou 50 liv(res) par tonnesu,
Ces deux fretis etoient serblables vour le pre-

mier Navire la Renoumée; il 4toit du port de 3C0
tonneauX. .. ' : ' .

Hais on a prétendu que le HhAtiment ntavoit
pas. toujours eu sa chﬂrge complette; et pour le
Prouver on a ropporié de*v extraits des resist

e

™. <. - 1 E
de Receits, tewues au Magnsin

1 général de Louis-
bourg pour 1llamnfe 1750 dGCQLPJ il résulte qu'en
deux voyages le Wavire la Henommée nlavoit desposé &
Leowisbourg qu'une charge de 438 tonrceazux, auw lieu

. I aY, . - - PN » . B
de 600 gu'il aurcit du portsr,

Bigot defended hiwself on the grounds that the vegisters of Louisbourg

provided no real proof »f {ihe cha: rage, tnat even if they ild it wse

nct his responsibility tut rather thaet of the olfic

¥
13

)

o
3

ers of the port of
Quebec, and firally, ibhzt even ihey would have b'u ciflficulty polici

the shipments due to the erd¢m1c frauds in the maritise traffic. In
the 11ght of pa'a, 15 :nd 76 above, Bigoi's spcculation would appasy

to be well founded tnat:

le Capitaine de 1l'bguipsgs €
e des effets
)

u 1'Jele LRoyale,

. . '
Peut etre aussi

d'autres perscnnes, y auront chs
gutile Vuthlf b fadre lrousporeet

' : e e ‘ o .. s « s < ""
144. Nemoire, Frangois Figot, ii. 62, ©3.



.- ' 2
Ce sont des fraudes, qui ne sont gue trop fré-
guentes. dans les traversées, ei gue 1'Iniandant/r
ne peut g geavolr gulautant qu‘on-lﬁen.instruiﬁ.1*9

[

This may have Scunded Tather_unconvinciﬁg to the court and vet
lthe.eﬁidencé of tﬁe Gradis cnrres ondence contradicts the theory

that Bigot was irdifferent fo'the Crown's interest in such shipping
.¢bn rachs. On the 14 August, 1752, for example, al ﬁhodéh ho inforoed

radis that he had procured a couple of cargoes for Grzdis! meb,‘

L aged v JENPR U . 1. . . "_' - - e 4. . o N h i o )
the Dunne svanture, he warned him that he would not yepesi the

favour egein,  Instead, he had ordered the rdonnuteud of Loulshourg

oy T4 . s e . e 2 PR
to sang htﬂulve and relaese fo Baye Vorte from Lsle Royale since it

) a0 . prins v o L . . N2 - " E
coat half as much as at lecfc He mdmitted that this would haryrn his

own interests byt insisied:

2 de faire pour les interets du Roy
uout comnie DOUY 1es mieng.+46

Returning from England in_1756, the Rencrod g had rm aground resulting
in Camsyes for which fradis had requosied r@JNDuv"*Jaut irom the Crown
T on the pretext that thess danages vere incurred duiing a'returh “éyeh
alter having’disembarked English pfisoﬂeréfin exchange for-FTeﬁch.
ilthough there are m:s nJ sramnples i the ministex f;cu¥d~ng damagés to .
chippers under similéz_c‘ f”nﬁun seecy for dnslance, ihe.dam:fcs S0
insistenﬁly'scliciteé by haeweaun for the } in'l739l
Gradis, himSelf,”for the Fobugte in 1757; ngot decided that the claim

for the. uﬂno"n(e was not worthy of cons ideration. In a letter of

the 19 Wovember, Gradis, heving L“anced the intendant Tor procurings

: . o - " ) , D -
them 13,273 livres for 'le Retardement = Tlymouth de oty & Navirs

©145. Y¥é:oire, Frencois Wigot, ii. T72-T4.
‘146, CFi., me1s os{1). . |
147. See AM., 1E, vols 65, % 368,
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la Renommée', went on t0 ohserve with regret:

Pulsquo vouq n'aves pas juge gue lc ‘avaries Taittes
a ce Navire a 1' ooca810d de ces divers echouenents
ne doivent vas nous etre payées par le Roy il faut
s'y conformer,l48

0
c-’-
=
o

Nor, it would appear, was Bigot such an easy uark a
prosecution mazintained in the distribuiion of letters of exchangu.
The charge against him was that in 1793 he had arrsnged for the

Gradxo to be givens:

des lettres de change au premier iterme, Doul wne
gortlon pihc considerable gue le tiers de ce qui-

Jeur étoit du; 2% qu'en | 755, 11 les a fait p Ve?lé&
en entier, en lettires de chimnge au premier Lerne.
Although there is no doubt but that he voured Gradis in the drawing

of the.exchange, this favouritisin knew definitely imposed limits.

- v - a - - N !
. On the 17 Pirﬂh, 1755, Gradis ceomplained about, 'le= echayences {gui)

. 1 s
n'teussent pas ete sy longuest, 7 Vriting to Descheneuvx on the 1
February, 1799 Gradis was urhappy once agning
Nous auricus cru gue les rveuises que vous

nous aves faittes auroient &t 2 des terras plus

moderes, maig “bluQ“e VOUS Ne nous aves pas exceptd

de la loy commune, il faut Wwien croire gutil n'y 153

PRs

a de faveur pour personne et que chacun deoit la subir,
As to the two yezrs in which‘the Gradils were favoured, Bigot's

defence was that the 1hvenuunt nof only had the right to exercise his

SR

ovn judgement in the distr 1bu+10n oi letters of exchange but was even

S

justified in gAV¢nv the Gradis the aowwﬂ4'"e bacause:

Des prrsonnes gquil fa*hu1nno les principales
fournitures de ld Colonie, méritoient, sans doute,
-gquelgue consideration. Il y avoit d H’ll@vf des
habitans gui IatDOrt039ni si patites scnmes en
Billets de Caisse, pour etre converties en Letires
de Change, nu'il n'etoit vas possible de leur en

148, Gradis Correspondence, Copybeok Américue, i. 222a,
149, ¥émoire, Frangois Bigot, ii. T4.

150, Gradis Correspondence, Copyboov imérique, (redis
I

151. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook far If‘UC§ ii. 10.
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Jelivrer en trois termes: en les leur expeds
payables au seconds elleg laissoient un Vuid
dans celles du premier te“ue,iﬁz '

Hit

1=

Considering the sustained efforis of the Cradis to secure high quality
goods and to dispatch them s0 thet they reached the Colony ag early

as poagcible; t%‘lT

o

nto)adcountAthe grea% frustrations th ey}GXF@fieﬁbed
in yrocuvlng crews and cblaining payment even ¢f the letters of e*" arnge
which‘they held, Ql'O'IXnS Jusﬁifiéd.in saying that tnej Aezerved
special convideration., If B‘;ut himself profited, was not that the
rrer gative ¢f a colonial intendant?

15 o
du Canada 03 was not a legitimsote enterprice

»

But if the socidté

+

tliere remains the guestion of the rather dubicus tactics used by

)

Bigot to insinuate the Gradis into the positicn ot official supwplier
of Cansda. To begin with, 1t mist be obLsevved that jzgﬂt dld ot

procure for them their first contract i

O

surpiy Canada %ec&u se &%

| 2

the end of Uecenber 1744 Cradis dispatched the Fort- -pou"s 1o-ugeb c

<A oo st

. X 154 L. . e - . \
on the king's account, A Againg in 174G the Fori-Louis was dispatch~d

4 i R T e 5 it s 7, B

a part of Anville's fleet, The contract

n

to Canada, this time a

gtated that the 250 tons of gocds were to Lo 3=n1+‘ﬂ& to locquart,

. 15 c s g
the_antendant."S Beth sailings wvere from Dacheflort. In the latter
cace Gradig "pent three mgnths in Ro;hﬂfonf &***zring the cargc and

g0 it wag at that time that he laid the basis of the socidtéd du

E 4
o
+ . , 1 O 1 o N T S T T
( L‘L{.Liid(.« “:'1 tb E§Ot4 n tlll I‘(—)‘ 1«(4 v Clalll \,lu. ‘;v';-:,I“fu.-...-;‘.. F f!;'ﬁ;“t?i-_u 13y

as only an inteﬁsificatlon of a trade intarest which had alresdy

.

received ministerial blessging; especially since the minister had for

;..:.

152, Mémoire, Francgois Bigot,
153. See above, p. 264.
154. Archives du Port de Bordeausx, rves, 327, Zeries Conlonies
- Meurepas to Rostan, Versailles, 4 snd 14 1
cited. by aupassant, op.cit. p. 30,
155. Ibid., p. 32.
156, Ibid., p. 37.

i. 76~77.
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long been most unsatisfied with the services of the La Rochelle

:merahaht and had Qeen-faFer to -find Luernate sources of s"pplv;
‘5if‘the.association was legitimate. then why was Higot so

évasive'in hiéyinitial correspéﬁd,nce‘with thé ﬁiﬂister regzrding

the Gradis connection? On the 22 October, 1748 he told Gradis:
J'ai ecrit au ministre gue je vous svois cha ]

de ces fournitures parceguc vouw zviés un navire

gui venoit ici en droiture én prime.... e mznde an
ministre cue Je vous paierai ici le prix du rnapier
et ustenciles de bureauvx, et guten ocutre vous aures.
votre com(missijon, Ainsi convenes de la choze

gur ce pie la.t

3
WL
o]
fant
o]
[oN
r"\
+
=3
o
("
[
-4
T
»D
ot
-
D
o
d-.
o
£
Eoy
O
t 3
vt
or
L
b
\D

t might be argued that Zigot w
minister that he was associated with the CGredis and that the only
rart of the shipmeﬁﬁ which concerned Versailles was the vapexy but
the picture is even more clouded by the role the Pagesud's played in
Canadian pvovxsloﬁln

The prosecution helieved that Bigot disgpla cad tk hem by devious
meéns in order to put ndmself snd his Fullwo*vwﬁ in the position to

profit illicitly through the supply of the Ruyal sitores. The

Dernier Ju cement, )9 quoted the minister's leiter of the 11 April,

17ﬁ9 virich approved “L”v"w decisions

s 3 T em vy s e g pn e Cw A
de ccntinuer de charger le sisgur Pascaud, Neg-
a - S O W ot
cchelle, des fournitures a faire

and wvhich also noted the ninis tﬂr' epnroval of Bigotls decision to
. J. U2

charge the CrudJS,"de% fournitures des ustenciles de Bureau.' On the
8 October, homever, BJ¢Ou infermed the miniszler:

-qu'il ne ﬂ*ofiterc pas cette snnie (1749) de 1la
permlhhlon gue i, de Naurepas iul avelt GoLnée
de s'adresser au Sieunr Fauca sour les fﬂlfn71u?“

du rezasin et qu'il a &t obl

,_.l
‘\:-‘
5

*c‘

g it dlen acheler ¢sns
” s )
la Colonie pour fournir Vontréel et les TBbf, 3.

157. See above, Ch ntpr IV, #nd esvecinlly p. 256,
158, . CPA., 1018 G8(1).
159, 'BNQ 40 Fm 2990(2). Jupement rendu Sfouverain
- ssort dans 1'affsire dw Canada, 10 Jecoiis
nr. AT AR,

-, h) B
en !._.‘;P m -




The letter was quoted as going on to say:
qu'il y avoit de
3 Cuebec les marchandises pour son
la x(lonle en €tnit pourvue pour
qu'elles ne rev
qu'a les
sion et le

Lo
iendroient peut-etire

Iret,

L.-J

snd he co wWdad s
encays Je
Poruea*\ le. D??htb.
Lu?f"" de i’:uI‘tzciU., gl
?'\ij'i:?ea

:}'-:3 -r*"'."‘ - 7"-",-';\ aipufa (JV\ 3 ,} A

dernigr)

It ie difficult to see exactly what the

If the jurpose rerely to dis

¥EC
wlier in

covertly from

an OillClul contract for Gredis to supply offi
Bigot wisn th

ed to accuston

ord@r tu ease him into the vpost of of

Lochefort

vworked at known that,

rchan

ahout c} in

supplies, =o wiy should he object to giving hi

entirety? ITg it pcssible that Bigot had bone
that suppliec could L& chiainec nore @oon

Lz Rochelle?
4s if the guestion was not suflfiel
Bosher has pointed out that

ey P
GCgUC‘ ¢ WaE

(vebec. If, however, Bigot

trade, then why was Goguet €0 friendly with
Where dld Goguet and Fascaud fit into the aff

160; Bosher to ‘the vthor,

l’ﬂxdutdbg rour le Roi d'a
service, gu
is
yqs

prendrs eén nmnce, en poyant la

)
nea 1ourni—
sn dtant bien «,quft

couxt

rose of FTascaud as

Ly with
adopt such toriuous
o (o 33 o
é wLaGls

Tt
fak

Goeally din

for long Yarczud's

Bigot and the

‘1

S

3

oF
}.d
[

neter
ang, €t

51 cheres
COmnLg-

s
arge &

ceite

afﬁd(, Of %hG\ se

RN
L

2a8 1oceWAJ, ir other

fie LC?.l '{‘”l’ TEY 0L, bt havine

with the office

the contract in

stly come to believe

Ouehbee *han fron

181y complicated, Jolin

e
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Bosher maintained, did Goguet hold lorge sums of money for Bigot,

Bréard and Cadet, but he nﬁsc'disposed of the furs Bigot, Bréard
161

and Lstebe sent him™ ~ and acted as Gradis' agent in Ia Rochelle.
.t was Goguet, for example who disposed of the Intreprenant, a

e Ty s 162 : '

ship belonging to Bréard, and who in 1757 re-eguipped the

Robuste which had limped into La Rochelle after an encoonter with

63

‘the enemy.

Jespite Bigot's insistance that fradis' pocds should be only

of top . qLulLLJ anu kj& eluctance to meet all of Gradis! demands
for favours, it is noi certain to what extent the ssscciates
velieved themselves to be compromiwzad by ihe relsiionsbip, One of

the most embarrassing guestions which the court put o Bre Zard was
vhether it wes not true that in 1749 he had written 1o Gradie
rebuking him for havirg put the invoicasz for the Egggﬁmee under hi
nane:
vu gue cela etolt contraire a won etat de Contro-
Jeur, gue si cela parvenoiil au Ilinjistre, J'len
auroit du desagrement. '
e had to admit to this but parried feebly suying that in 174¢ he

LY

did not know the extent to which his nsctivities were juastified by

*

law and cuvtod. So,'ha tought he baa to go aztout his business being

reful to obue“vp, 1],r d\ﬂo cen! , since re thought ithe peruission
4 E 16
to trade was only uac1t.

Even Gradis appeared to be reluctant to discuss too cpenly with

B“eard thewr muta?¢ business. On the 25 Yehruary, L1755 he wroie:

3

Nous ne vous entretiendrons point de nos alfalres

4

161, émoirve, Francois Bigot, ii. 104; émeire, Dsidbs, p. 3

162, Gradis Correspondeénce, Copylbock Aufricue, to Melfard, 1T daren
1755, i. 16, o

163, Gradis Correspondence, Covyhool Muro
| 1Y June, 2 July, 1757, i3, ﬂj, 272,
164, Mémoirc, Bréard, . p.8i.



nous reservons da2 le faire Par 1'auy (24 180 ) Nten
parlé Pas je vo prie.l6

jeivs

Pesides y1e¢d ing a few more examples of this scrt of ‘exhortation,

3

hove:

.

the cqrrespondehce is pewybrhi with references tec Llamy as
‘whiCh iéferred_vnr GUﬁly to Bigot, Bréard, Pfan, de Villers and
even 1o La .hlvie'e.-'ﬁbis, to the jeundiced eye might swack of

deiiberaté attemnts to conceal the identity of these individuals

enould the 1et1ﬁ“s £all drte the wroug bands. And finally a letter

of the 19 July, 175%, wdidressed to Bigot has h=d 21l bul the last
phrase of a paragraph utterly effaced with the sane ink which wrole

it, S0, it must have teen dune wvelatively shertly after it was
i d A - )| 1 : .41‘ . 166',\1_- L D
copiad into the book; vurliaps during the trial. Chviously ihe
paTregTa L% de¢*t with some commercial undertsking that Gradis
preferred history and perhazps the prosecutor to ignore.
Whether a single effaced parr#rﬂvh'in & corresypondence of
several thousand pages is suflficient evidence upen whisch 2 corwiod

radis of bad faith is doubhtful. Vhat is feyond deubt is his

enormous energy deployed for over a decade in the gervice of ihe

hig delrymination to

L1, 4 - L. S ST P .4
supply nothing bat the highest quality

165. Gradis Correspondence, Copybook
166. I am most psriicularly grateful.
for the CbnfldehCL he reposed in

me to Ta tie wolume o the

Godoocuments Lo :
to read LQ@ }uf;~ TLfWWIEh”E:L aid of uiura viclet and
infra-red lighit. Since it wvas °iia:ed-w1th the ssne
ink which wrote tha original, neither technique yielded
positive results; nor did the technician nold ot any
hope that it might be read with Z-Bay becausge it was
so hesvily effoced that the ink had in some places
burned right through the paper. Ao & H;nri commented

&

*
3 o 1 T "l\ ) - ~
11ea Gradis sont meling, ils 1lt'ont fait expres pouw
i ~1 e e d P RS P
tzceuiner les historiens canudiens!! fhe last words
recd, tot en'il eu A vaesd le Contrsct. Gradis Cor-

respondence, Copybool Amérigue, i. T3



vie

of
. 902,305 Lix

goods on time and at fair prices, snd the gre:
eyper19n°éd in Stalingluff bankfuptcy s his veward for such
vde&icated Serviée. - - |
the éociété dﬁ ganada which was wound up
to higjt of the 24 Yebruary,
o,

to-the'profitk

on tne 16 bebruary, 1:)6, Gradis' letter
B specified the same figure for the net profit
' "}__(x’] . e
telet, ' Vhether this was justified
i and Bstébe provuced
caid

175
that can be

h@d been reported ito the Cha
"

begt
preferved

¢ subject, bui th
nclueive and the court
Gnee Can Le

as
was denated at great 1enrbh. Both Exdurd
£f thisg silenc

inco

I !
,.,7Iq - - ~ '7\ vv
YIOS n(?u e ir

&  Sun nain

lengthy testiwmonial
ere

S {b?*'their argunente v
not-to‘attempt to refute
nterpreted as‘taéif admisaio
' fhéh the Cradis must be

of extlortion,
at they mlgﬂt heve participated

HAENCe

¥

evidence
sus olcion tr

N2
lracle

e

corresy

that the
ate thouvgh

lingering

said

illicit profits.
Unfortunately, it can not he
clears Bigot in guite such a categorical way. Intim
were, Bigot did not confide all of his concerns to Gradis, nor did
Ye neceo~mr11J exnlein even thosge decisicng which inmediately saffscted
him. ﬂor pxmupiP, the first h]nt that Grodis received t1dt ifferent
rrangemeut« viere be¢ng made in Quohec to provision the Fcydl Stores
was in the autumn of 1756 vhen L“hot irfostiad nim only that he vas
retrenching the flour, wine, and gpirits frow the order for the
following spr _ '
: 9. . e oy s e~ 7z, » .
par la dernier mernoire de I piget il a ate suprime
le vie, farine. Ce d{crnie)re zrticle
wrils dont le Liaistze nous
1. x’?;,_:ff‘)?"ss
ey quil

le vin, eau de vie,

de 3 mllle ba:

d1)rmc roit et qutil nous donr
aviTreTraen

bi 'Stre

étoit
a dit qu'a
con tems ses ordres. leg
es vivres pouryelt blen e
gulilg ont fait & Ouelce

en
doivent fournir 1
la dupe de l'entrepris

167. ibid., p. 233%a.



car le vin, eau de vie et autres choseés necessnires
geront bien cheres en Cannda. 168

Obv10uuly, Breard was nct foruhcomlng aoout the arrangements for

sJ
Ef‘..

~JanuarJ dlqcov ered hrada pamping La Riviére for detail On the

11 January, 1757 he obeerved:
On charge des farines, lard, esudevie pcur une

Comp{ r~11)e gui z fait une traitte pour fournir
les {roupes en Canada, ce gue MHr. Bigot a passé

suivant les ordres du %jgigzre.' Vous deves en
Oy :

AVOIT en cnnno¢¢bance.
Also, Gradis rsturred Lo Rmeﬁrd with a more direct guection, IHaving
noted that Desclaux, Javres, and others were hiring ehips rather

recklessly for the enterprise, he asked:

)‘(

- » ..
Voue auroit-on maroue les condilic
Au surplus ltami de Quebec o

i de ce traite?
g It

. Y 4 N . o
traite 2ieoit avantageux au ﬂoy¢17o

wande que ce

AN

S6, it is entirely pOoan1 that Bigot covld heve been involved

d.

in serious criminal activity “1thoui Cradis having knowleiga'df i
It is possible even that_Bigot‘and Préard made 1arge illicit prefits
on thé Gradis sug plLPQ trhroupgh the interrvosition of the Claverie .
eﬁterpriéea_ PStPOP tegtifizd that:

Jes,fourn¢turpc de la Maiscn de C averie, mofi-

ques wes se trouvent enflides sur les
regis rasins du Roi pur des fournitures
parti farchandices euveyfes an Sieur
Bigot c Brésrd pav le Sicur Cradis,

negociant de B fd anx, et gue cette intendant et

ce Controleur faisoient declarer et ccrire_en

vecetie cons le nom de Claveiie dﬁ.Quetec,11~
Fut 1like the Varin testimeony, Eeiehe's clory was challenged at almos
every point by Bréard and Bigot so as to wake the iruth very Sifficult

to ascertain. dh 1t is unequivocal is that Bigot remulazrly insisted

~upon high guality goods, prompt delivery and believed in rerarding

A
’
-
—~
(VP
)
o~
~
i
e
wn

168,  Gredis C orrv“pondel e, Copybook Luropc o Bréard,
: 15 Decewber 1756, i1, 555 |
169. ibid., p. 453, |

170. ibid., p. 457.

171. ¥émoire, Bstébe, p.332.
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loyallservice_generbusly_but,odly within'réason. If he engaged in
tréde, hevdid 80 discreétlﬁ and in his chxéspondénce with Gradis
.at any *ate, ke insisted ihat he had to consider the interests of
fhe Crown béfdfe thosé~of-hi8'own. Thise

ruthless opportunist prepsred to secrifice &1l other inleresis

pde

n
the pursuit.of his own ends, It would take wacther hundred

thousand word 5 to Ao Jusetice fo the testimony {rom the trial. Let
the @xau;latlov of Jé ~in's claims suftrice to show ika
can only be used with the graatest circum$peoticn. If

can not be judgsed to vindicate
-

convict him convincingly. A more objective court would have
diemd

sged the casze for lack of o ncxv ive avidence.
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 CONCLUSION

If the evidence presented to the trial can nob e said to have
g i

‘vroved convincingly the i.('VidUdl chargeg laid asgaingt the

Canadian admin ibf‘utors, it is not on

‘,,(,
-

other hand teonable to

argue that the mass of allegations ageinet nfficialdon were ground-
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practl prevalent a2t =211 levels in the i

ramain on that score it wmel Ve disuelled by &

the Laurepas papers. Jated 1747 and erntitlad

3 ~ V. T 2 d 11 T "
dans la Varine et eur ley movens

. N . v - . . P - 3 v
it vos sumnarised by

ie peuv de capacite des iatendanis de la larine,
23 malversaiions desg int s Gans les celonies,
le defaut de connaiscance deg conmissaires generansy,
1'ignorance, presque generale des officiers, le
peu de &is01pi¢ne dang ce cocps dl'efficiers et dans

X¥or was it unigue. Another memorandun of the 2 December, 1750

obcerved:

faut ajouter
¥ais le mol
bon pain et 1
paye cher, le mat
sous la aept gu'un
farine.

So the minister, during the 1740's and 50's was at least avare of
the generalized }arceny in the ranks even if he vas noi suare exacily

' : s . 3 TTTT YT peAd T ehveged e il ange
how to cope with it, Ao chepiecs I, 111, IV »nd V sbowed DLS NOMANAL

1. Laurmpas Part
- - Filion, Ia
- du Canada,
2. AL, G121, atic
- Marine: . cxt by Rogne




power was atienuated rapidly by di st.nca from Versailles and hi

AV
g 5]
o
.

suthority was shared with hosts of rbﬂLO al sadministrators each witih

\.J

their own web of vatronage and-lccal interests to dafend. Even at

'.1” ."'. -'." : . ) -n ": .
Vereailles the minister waz not sovereion, sharing autheoriiy with

other ministers and of rscessity delegating mest work te his cub-

W

ordinates. All were isbued with the ethos of the peréon&l mornarchy,

Lo *:
B

tbuting contracis and yromotions to theiw

tanding to regard their offices as their property and like so many

woteres. It is not necesgary to irdeine any illicit tie belreen

bigot and de Lo Porte to explain Veressillse reluctance to take &

g0t acled in Cenads uwpon the oane prd inciples

"t 7 - - . JUL » . . ) - . .. -
ninded Robe circles in which his family roved an sirteen yenrs

-

vl

ction

™ l'""“

at  Versailles, princivles he hsd iwmbidbed through the territorially

- Versailles was prepared o admit that ‘he basis of its cwn orgeniz-

ation required fundamentsl change in the direction of discipl

bure eaUCTECY , how could it congistently chollenge its own nethod

adrinistraticon it is not surprieings thal only a celumity of the
LG o 2

'mobnltuue of the French losses during the Seven Years Yar galveniz

-the government into effective reforms. ¥hether it vas Jjustified

.
L“
O
o

et
Q
5
6]
Hn
r
!....‘

‘kolding Zigot and his assccinies personally
. that were cnly too cowmon is anotq r guegtion,

For corruption

ALY
eid

pie
©

03

least =ince the venality ci the Spnxd:v Ephnrs,j and continues
a maﬂor pTe occupu,won of today's legislstors., Political philo

from &rl stotle to machiave 111 and Hougsesu srequently esphasise

3. Arisiotle, The Politics, p. 77; Davuest Barker, ed., OUP.,

vroblem vnich has p“ﬂﬁvoa ¢cvery society

ined

in

-~

e f'or actions

2o . o :
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1gws and‘institutions shape ihe citizen and set the bounds within
which he'can act, Tberefc*v, the phencmenon of corruption in ihe
Frendh'coionial syStem cannot be sufisfactorily explained by
' 55°fibiﬂ€ it olely to the urepd of tcr"orté irdividuals. Ko
;doubt beoldes'the law of 1760 whiéh explicitly ﬁrorl bited coloniel
Offlc als from on“ﬂ&ing in trade and thcvaﬂcompqn ring vage Tises,

some sort of Judicial zc¢

LA

(.J-

ion againgt the Canadian officialy was

4]

i

warranted if only to pvova:‘hat the govermment mesnt business
Having established, however, that Bigot be;én life with a small, -
though'not jnsigniflcﬂwt,'entuie capital, that he righed it dn
Atlantic commerce re?eaiedly and earned a subgtantial por@ion of

his foriune legitima te1y~ the court's sentence deprivipg him of ¢

his property was emphatically a miscarrisge of Justice. Her wasg

bar¢shm@nt for l1life an- Grproprldte reward for a man who not only
had spent forty years in the =ervice but had been deened worthy of

the Rochefort intendancy and had been sent back to Causda only

because he was indispensable.

From Bigot's greatl reluctance to »eturn to Canada it is cleawr

>

i

that service in the ¢@10n§os vaa to the Enrbpean, a sort of vanish-
went itself. -J%OTGfOTJ, it is nbt uhpzl ing that colc n¢al ofiicia
oalieved‘they'were ehtitlea td profiﬁ on tradé with the Crown zs &
Jorm of bard h&p vay. Ldife in Quebec or ?cnt:@alzin the 17507s, wﬁi

materially secu 'e, was nardly exciiing aed 1t is ark qulc that the

?Oyal officials had a duty to provide erntertainuent while main%a’nin

nm
This rTole

“the dignity of the Crown. Higet filled superbly, although

2 mdy the cost the Crown more than-his predecessors, Madame

T . - R - " Tl -~ PR, 4o .
Eegon.recounted the impzct he made vron the pegple of CGuebecs  On the

12 November, 1748 = couple of her friends had returned to Meonireal:

-

o
©
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trds anhousi sedes des plaisirs de (udbec ol M,
k3 » A
1'intendsnt f2it denser & toute npein.

And .on the lE-November she added:

4 n
- presees gue-tu les a vuas, cher

Vos megsievrs de (uébec ne sont pas

3, fils, de norbir
¢e la capitale,  Rien ue les oment et . se contentent
A'étre en extase des besux meubles de ¥, 1lintendant
et de sa belle crzenterie. 11 veut tout metire
suy le bon pied et ne veut plus que 1'on parle de

o
b
R i . b
retrancher sur les rérolres. J1 veut batir des

o

. : r . . =
T S T | P . D AR
CEBeETIE & wllluie s, 3 i & hl-.m,CJO,L. _L,.h (VIR VR SL B LS Y S

vadson pour 1liniendsnt,”

R . 1y ) . P TSR 8 “ . T 2 o ram 3.2 . ) RI -
At 8 tine when the nerus plaisirs du Roil were costing the ¥rench

POV8°”x:n" , (CO, OLO iigggg, half = willion more than the toial
expenditure on Cana ’d,6 what wag grcug'with the Conszdiang enjoying
a sméll'share of the reflescted glory? .Indeed, with Verzailles
turniﬁq alllﬂuropean heads, how conld it e expected that colonists

would not aspire to a diznity modelled on that of their metropolis?

Eigot was an‘authentic'product of the syeten., He aspired to high

office and nonour, he vorked hard to acquire these, he gave the
Canadisns vhat they wanted and for this he vas deprived of all of
witzerland.  The hypoerisy of the courtls
Judgeient is manifest.
That is not to arsue
. ~ " R . “' . d "Mq r,!_,_r.") ‘\‘ s e Ty t o e e f = ’q.tj_fi‘("— .tion 17y P
OI WI‘Oﬂ(_‘,“uOlng dn JI.‘(Ar’EJ £ ».,CA. \":"l Ilokl o ollieu O '_)hw 20 R o O R 'S 4L Ca
2 Hzemd businecsmen vho obeoruoad to Cradis on one ocoosion thatb:

Ye was ruthlesesly ascouicitive and no Coub

+

t rether a dandy. Certainly

he did not have much of = soncial conecisnce; one of his lirst acts

at-Isle Royale having been the acquisition of 'un questionnaire’,

!

. RAPO., 195;, p. 5.,

,Iblu., Ps To . :

The French budget for 174 9=.Cit@d ny vriganlit, L SUNTL
Siecle Canadien, p. 346.

. CFA., 1G18 G8(1): 13 November 1748.
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(a torturer); but did he differ in this much from thz norm?  4After
-all, Voltaire had yet to publich his polemic against ihe
murder of Jean Calas and the half-mad Duniens was still to be

| s , 9 . :
tortured to death publiely in 1757.7 uoxe important, as an admin-
strator Biget was, in at least one hicterian's view:

dl

of the intendants,

[

0 the

ion
ty o

O

firgy

second only to Te
in point of abili

Hven moiiuwﬁm, %uom-rycguait snowed bst everything Lo gzdin by
ST B TE ‘t“'r s PAratisc Paulte waa Teoreed H RN T Vard e S tre
oy L,v a - lé i».Lt_)O Y8 1auas war Ioroed To [SRCRERN Y e Jyie & VAis
1t'inten daat', he wag sn ‘rerme dlesprit ed intellisont,
furthermore, that he had, 'des qualiiés d'administrateur?.
Thus, he w  ted cxl of Hig closs 2nd netion in eyt AT oo
L8y e ¥as ags iy JIRR &I QL 7il8 Clag8yg AN MN&ETION L dvbl VLT A8

he vas extraordinary in =bility. Thourh Mrégault did not always

produce ba‘”nced Judgements he vas right ia irntroducing him a

[$43

an

Administrateur Franceis. and it appears that Bigot played by the

5 3 " I - em o - S T U UL PSR S PP, I - - . T
ruvles. If he had a businessg relstionship vith Cradis, so also did

other colonial sdministrators; 4if he was srbiticus for vealth and
nigher social status, he wented no zore thun vhat hie soclelr va
noot hlUHIJ if his zctions were souvelines high handed, it vog no

less than his.office TEoul
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¢
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\YE ]
"
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o
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ot
e
o
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e
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court decided to change the rules, it was I nETS ongl erfwuj o
have heen 2t thot time So Hisot is corroeily bold up as

being representative of h)ﬂ times and nis history evokes ruch tha

4.

was essential of French colenial adninisiration and sccietye.

8. AC., C11B, 22: 2 ¥ o L. 122
9. Alfred Cobbanm, 2 ‘ﬂﬂe, ‘enpuin Books Lta.,
‘Harmondewerth, ids 60, 8b,

10. Adam Shortt, Doc
and Hinance duris
note 2,

11. AC., Cl1li, 102,

 Prégaunlt, FRAF., i !

12. to massiac, 20 July 17503 Ibide.
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In uwndertalcing this work it was
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¢ible, to avoid duplicating the work of previous regearchel
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't0 day £§stimon& of the witnesses and “ccum?d
MG}18.Q8'(2); Tge Bigoﬁ Tossier. This is tie only ccllection extani

of letters written by Bigot to Gradis. Thére are aleso a Tew zdargesged

pge) R&ulllb and ¥Machault. They date from 1746 - 1755,
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1.
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3.

299.

etablissements Frangais dans les Indes. Vbl. 12,200 holds similar

doouments on the trial of the administrators of Isle Royaleg Jean

de la Borde and Jacques Prevost. Vol. 12 262 holds documents of the
Louisiana:businesé. Vbls; 12 324,1'12 379, 12 380 réspect administrative
orimes in Guyame. |

Bibliotheg ne Nht;onale

| This library is the principal repository for the prihted sources

on the affsire du Canada. Almost all have been copied by hand for the
Gaﬁa&ian Public Archives. Since most of the copies have been consulted

and compared'tO-the originals, and the QOpies are for the most part,

"faithful reproduotionss; fo:fthehéase of researchers on both sidea of

the Atlanbic it is proposed here to give the BN reference followed by

" that for the CPA.

BN 4° PM 2988-2990; 4° FM 34329-34331 (1). Two copies of the Mémoire
pour Messire Francois Bigot... Accusée.. 2 volé: Together these volumes

run to more than a thousand pages of historical narrative and olosely

'argued rebuttal to the charges laid against the intendant. They are

one of the prino1pa1 sources for the Bigot administration but as Frégault
observed, they must e used with utmost caution since Bigot and his laﬂyer :
had no inhibitions about resorfingrtq_sophismswand‘even outright lies.

The fi:st reference is tO'the copy which cqntains the marginal cpmménts

of one of Bigbt’s judges. [E.N.L.'R-FL50639, B5L2 - - vI/.

CPA MG 18 €8 (5) pp- 24—84, this manuscript entitled the Case of

Francois Blgot is a gloss of his Mémoire and conta1ns nothing new.

BN 4 FM 2990 (2); 4 FMI5134. Two copies of" the . Jugement rendn .
vsouverainement et en dernpier ressort dans 1'Affaire du Canada «..'

10 December 1753, Paris. This document which is appended to the Bigot
Mémoire in,the.caﬁadién'nhtional Libraryv(G;H;L.)fand-anotﬁer'OOPY'ﬂf-.
‘which can also be found in the AN in V] 364 contains the names and

sentences of the accused, their judges and the principal pieces of evidence.
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