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Foreboding

Foreboding was written directly after I had finished reading The White Hote/ by D.M.
Thomas. This novel deals with mental illness, the subconscious and premonition: the
protagonist suffers from a number of recurring dreams and psychosomatic pains that
grow in intensity over the story and ultimately predict the fate that befalls her at the
climax of the work.

It was this relentless drive towards an ever-present climax that I wished to
explore in my piece. Foreboding is constructed from two types of material, A and B. A is
based around a cantabile melodic line in the clarinet and accordion, whilst B is
characterised by violent, stabbing chords in the strings. At the opening of the work the A
material is dominant but as the piece progresses the B material gradually takes over until
the climax which sees the complete absence of A material. This takeover is organised on
a structural level:

Foreboding Structure

[l N R o N RO N IE S RG]

The piece consists of 6 sections that alternate between A and B. Each section
consists of six strains. As the strains progress the longest bar from the previous strain in
the A section is deleted in the next, whilst the B material grows by a quaver each time.
Additionally, as each section progresses the B material begins with a semitone more than
before, so that the second section the B material is 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Consequently, over the
course of a single section the A material reduces while the B material increases.

The tempo relations between the A and B material shift through each section so
that the beat length of the A material gets shorter whilst B gets longer. Consquently, in
real terms the B material gradually occupies more space over the course of the piece until
the climax.

Section Beats per minute (dotted crotchet)

A B

1 40 120

2 48 96

3 60 72

4 72 60

5 96 48

6 120 40

The piece was workshopped by the CHROMA ensemble in January 2014 who pointed
out a number of practical difficulties with the work. The score submitted has been
revised in response to these criticisms: metric modulations have been added between
sections to guide tempo changes and the climax has been rewritten in 4/4 so that it can
be more easily followed. Therefore, the score submitted will be different in some
respects from the recording. The score used for the workshop recording has been
included as an appendix.
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