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Instrumentation
Double Mixed Chorus
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Chamber Organ

— a Hauptwerk organ is recommended. It is useful for the range of
sounds as well for the16” writing in the final movement, ‘Night Journey’.
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Programme Note

A whole series of factors led to the composition of ‘A Shepherd’s
Requiem’ and its unusual shape.

First of all, the death of my mother, Audrey Harry, for whom ‘The Lord
is my Shepherd’ was her favourite hymn. My mum and dad, John
Harry, used to sing in the Bach Choir in the 1960s and 1970s, and her
passing convinced me that | had an unfinished business with the choir
and instruments medium that both my parents adored. All the more
so, since my sister, Jennifer Harry, now sings in the Sydney
Symphony Chorus.

However, my first thought was not to compose a requiem as such. |
approached the remarkable deaf poet, Josephine Dickinson, about
setting some of her more experimental poems for my piece.
Josephine knew each other reasonably well in the 1980s when she
was a student of Michael Finnissy’s, but her life took an unexpected
turn at the start of the millennium. She married a shepherd, Douglas
Dickinson, and took over the management of his flock when he died in
2004.

Josephine’s remarkable collection of poetry, ‘The Voice’, along with
her earlier poem, ‘Scarberry Hill’ was a major discovery of mine. The
final sequence of poems at the end of this collection, ‘Into The Wind’,
documents in harrowing detail the experience of a shepherd living
through the avoidable Foot and Mouth epidemic in 2001. But what |
learned from Josephine’s writing is how other resonances, both
personal and political, are brought in such a way to make her poems
stand for more than what they appear to describe.

The collection is also prescient for the way that our lives to this day
are subject to apparently chaotic interventions from government
institutions from without. A theme running through ‘A Shepherd’s
Requiem’ is the sense that an institution such as the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF, later DEFRA) might actually
have a disproportionately large impact with our own individual lives.



This is certainly true to our present-day experience since the 2020
pandemic — especially since the start of President Trump’s second
term. Finding a way to examine this was a motivation for composing
‘A Shepherd’s Requiem’, where, in a way akin to the child key figure
in my other sagbuts and cornets, ‘At His Majesty’s Pleasure’, the
shepherd’s perspective stands for our own present-day one.

Josephine’s her way of touching on wider resonances, both to other
points of her life and to contemporary political issues, has served a
model for my piece. Even the combination of her poetry with sacred
texts has been modelled on poems such as ‘Good Friday 2001°. | am
immensely grateful for Josephine for her inspirational support, and
forbearance when it comes to the treatment of her texts. | would
strongly recommend listeners to seek out not just “The Voice’ but
‘Night Journey’ because they inspired my piece even when, for music-
dramatic reasons, | haven’t set the poems myself.

We both have experiences in common — in particular the loss of our
dear friend, the mathematician Graham Weetman in 1992, whom both
of us have memorialised previously in pieces and poetry collections.
Graham remains an influence of my present life and a hidden
presence behind the arras of this piece, at times a presence | have
also detected, perhaps mistakenly, in some of Josephine’s poetry .
Nevertheless it was the sudden, unexpected announcement on 7th
January 2026 of the death of my friend and musical collaborator, the
pianist and composer Jonathan Powell, which brought about the
circumstances whereby | started to compose this requiem.

Two ensembles have also inspired the composition of this piece. For
the past fifteen years, it's been my privilege to work with the BBC
Singers on compositional workshops with my Oxford University
students. | have learned so much from the experience of this. The
unique virtuosity of the Singers, and above all their sheer musicality,
both individually and collectively, inspired my piece. Similarly, ‘A
Shepherd’s Requiem’ is my second substantial piece that is written
with His Majestys Sagbutts and Cornetts in mind. Many, many
conversations — too many to report — and experiences of hearing
HMSC play have found their way into the current piece.

Martyn Harry
Cumnor, 8th March 2026
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1. Introit & Kyrie

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain and by his blood redeemed by God, to receive
power and riches, wisdom, strength, honour and glory and blessing. Blessing and
honour, power and glory be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the lamb

[Instrumental Interludes 1 & 2: The Ministry of Agriculture, The Ministry of
Fisheries]

Exaudi orationem meam: ad te omnis caro veniet.
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Over the dark world

| stand tall.

| curl into the air,

cherish all,

wrap around

every wisp of air

spits its fragrance into the sky,
Am | death?

| give life,

alchemize.

| make music,
warm and lighten,
speak,

cleanse.

It is what you want,
after all.

| am a caged beast,
Obedient.

The French have seen it,
yes: it is the virus

builds pyres,

drags carcasses

by the leg

and glows all night.

The fires are burning tonight,
not starlight,

not moonlight,

but a rolling wound of fire [...]

When the spring comes
It will bring pain. (Josephine Dickinson)

[Instrumental Interlude 3: The Ministry of Food]

MAFF.

vii.



2. Sheep Dip [Libera Me]

Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna,

in die illa tremenda:

quando caeli movendi sunt et terra;

dum veneris iudicare saeculum per ignem.
Tremens factus sum ego, et timeo,

dum discussio venerit, atque ventura ira.
Dies illa, dies irae, calamitatis et miseriae,
Dies illa, dies magna et amara valde.
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,

et lux perpetua luceat eis.

3. An Invasion (Sanctus)

It’s an invasion. [...]

The empty fields begin to green, slowly ungrazed.
You see men with guns slung over their shoulders [...]

Twenty people and two vets in a vast white tent [...]
The blackness chokes the sky. (Josephine Dickinson)

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth:
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.

Hosanna in excelsis.

4. Agnus Dei

Agnus Del, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona eis requiem.

Agnus Del, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona eis requiem sempiternam.

viii.



5. Pyres Around Okehampton (Lux Aeterna)

‘'m going over the Fell.

Tonight I’'m going over the Fell.
Tomorrow I’'m going over the Fell.
All the time I'm going over the Fell.’

He pulled the plug from the phone,
threatened with the pan,

threatens all the time,

threatens the pills.

The words are not the whole story —
the words nearly always go with violence,
or the threat of it. [...]

The world is running crazy [...]
They are talking about vaccinating
cattle in order to export them!

They are digging more trenches in Cumnia.

Under darkening skies

there is little to lighten the spirit —

diggers claw the piles,

tractors begin to move the carcasses

from the farmyards where they died. (Josephine Dickinson)

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine:

Cum sanctions tuis in aeternum, quia pius es.
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,

et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Pyres burn all around Okehampton. (Josephine Dickinson)
MAFF

DEFRA
DEF ...
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6. Scarberry Hill

Inside the house is silence. We sit and look

across the room. You shift your elbows, smoke

and tap your pipe by turns. | write my words

in my little book. We look across the room,

or read, or meet to talk from time to time.

On Scarberry Hill the shadow under the white cloud spreads
and rolls our way. It’s far away. Perhaps

it won’t come down this far before it stops —

above the white washed house, the tumbling river

washing the valley below. Perhaps we have

to wait until it passes over. Just

a bit of rain, that’s all. And when it’s past,

the sun will shine again. The wind sock pulls

to east. It might yet rain. The moment stays.

As tiny cars are shuttling, changing place

across its darkening pastures, Scarberry Hill

appears to frown. You’re shuffling papers round,

I’m writing in my notebook still. It passes.

On Scarberry Hill the blinding streaks of green

flood out, the sky’s all sun, we wipe our glasses. (Josephine Dickinson)

7. Night Journey (In Paradisum)

In paradisum deducant angeli:
aeternam habeas requiem.

Behold the lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.
Behold the lamb of God.
Behold the lamb.

Chorus angelorum te suscipiat,
et cum Lazaro quondam paupere,
aeternam habeas requiem.
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A Shepherd's Requiem

With Desperate Urgency . - 66
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A Shepherd's Requiem

3. An Invasion (Sanctus)
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Martyn Harry

A Shepherd's Requiem

7. Night Journey (In Paradisum)
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Allargando al fine

poco a poco calando
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