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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Marie Louise Nosch and Hedvig Landenius Enegren

At the meeting of the Comité international permanent d’études mycéniennes 
(CIPEM) in Sèvres in September 2010, the CIPEM accepted Marie-Louise 
Nosch’s suggestion to host the 14th Mycenological colloquium in Copenhagen. 
The first gathering took place in Gif-sur-Yvette near Paris in 1956. The spirit of 
good humour and collaborative enthusiasm established at the first colloquium 
became known within the field as l’ésprit de Gif.	

The group of countries and scholars at the mycenological conferences still 
reflect the correspondents and receivers of Ventris’s work notes, which he had 
circulated to colleagues long before the internet made such a practice feasible.1  
The Gif colloquium included participants from Britain, Bulgaria, France, 
Greece, Italy, Spain, Switzerland and the USA. 

Today mycenological studies are also an active field of research in Germany, 
Canada, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, the Czech Republic, Cyprus, and 
Australia. It is still the founding members of CIPEM who represent the most 
numerous scholars in the field of Aegean scripts since 1956, but new scholars join 
the group, and the photographs from each mycenological colloquium illustrate 
how the number of participants increases. We are an expanding discipline. 
Another significant change is the increasing number of female scholars in the 
field. John Chadwick, in his speech at Salzburg in 1995 noticed the few female 
scholars,2 but this has also changed since then. In Nürnberg 1981, the hosts 
graciously arranged for a parallel ‘spouse program’ during the colloquium. In 
Copenhagen, 24 of 57 participating scholars were women. Since the publication 
in 1954 of Documents in Mycenaean Greek, Ventris and Chadwick strived to 
include other disciplines into the study of Aegean scripts, among others, the 
disciplines exploring texts from the ancient Near East. 

Pierre Carlier and his co-organisers of the 13th Mycenological Colloquium 

1   Bennet 2014.
2   Chadwick 1999, 36.
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in Sèvres in 2010 were the first to convene special events on comparative studies 
of the Mycenaean palatial economy and Near Eastern palatial economies.3 We 
believe this to be a particularly important yet challenging endeavour and we 
are happy that several colleagues took up the challenge and publish stimulating 
comparative studies in the present volume.

Since the Paris colloquium in 2010, we have lost colleagues who will be 
missed for their scholarly contribution as well as for the friendship that unites 
us: Pierre Carlier (1949-2011), Emmett L. Bennett Jr. (1918-2011), Petar Hr. 
Ilievski (1920-2013), Martin S. Ruipérez (1923-2015), Anna Morpurgo-Davies 
(1937-2014) and Margareta Lindgren (1936-2017). We would like to take this 
opportunity to dedicate this volume to one our discipline’s first ladies, historical 
linguist Anna Morpurgo-Davies, a world-leading figure in the study of ancient 
Greek and Anatolian, and as such a role model for what it takes to conduct 
comparative analyses. We corresponded with Anna Morpurgo-Davies until 
a few months before she passed away in September 2014. She was trained 
by Gallavotti and was editor of the first lexicon of Mycenaean, published in 
1963.  In Oxford, she worked closely with professor of Comparative Philology, 
Leonard Palmer, and Hittitologist and epigraphist David Hawkins. In 1971, she 
succeeded Palmer as chair at Oxford.

In this volume we also wish to remember the very first female scholar in 
Aegean scripts, Alice Kober (1903-1950), and thus highlight her significant 
contribution to the field of Mycenology. Alice Kober who received an MA and 
PhD from Columbia University became assistant professor at Brooklyn College. It 
was with a Guggenheim Fellowship that she was able to immerse herself full-time 
to the study of Linear B.4 Her methodological approach to the study of the Linear 
B signary, in which she established that the Mycenaean script shows an inflected 
language, ultimately influenced Ventris’s final decipherment of the script.5

We also wish to commemorate our Scandinavian colleague, Margareta 
Lindgren (1936–2017). A pupil of Arne Furumark, she continued the Linear 
B scholarly tradition at Uppsala University with her publication on the 
prosopography of Pylos, a fundamental work within Mycenaean Studies.

As head of the Department for Maps and Prints at the Uppsala University 
Carolina Library for many years, she kept in close contact with the Department 
of Archaeology and Ancient history as an immensely appreciated lecturer in 
Aegean Scripts, who really knew how to engage her audience with her keen 
sense of humour. On a personal note, she was the thesis advisor to the co-

3   Zurbach et al. forthcoming.  
4   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Kober
5   https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/15875
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editor of this volume (Hedvig Landenius Enegren). Her last participation in 
a Mycenological Colloquium was in Rome in 2006 with a paper on Cypriot 
Scripts. Many of us remember her vivid personality and her enthusiasm in a 
wide range of interests that went beyond Linear B; these included in later years, 
among others, pistol target shooting and the Harry Potter books!

It was an honour to host the 14th Mycenological Colloquium in Copenhagen, 
2-5 September 2015. We thank friends and colleagues for joining us for this 
event, and for their presentation and fruitful discussions. We are particularly 
honoured to hear of l’esprit de Copenhague, uniting us all in a friendly 
conversation on the advancement of knowledge in our field.

For hosting the conference on the exquisite premises of the Carlsberg 
Academy, the former private villa of brewer Jacobsen and domicile of Niels 
Bohr, we warmly thank the Carlsberg Foundation. For continued support and 
trust, we thank the Danish National Research Foundation and the University 
of Copenhagen. Egzona Haxha, Camilla Ebert and Louise Ludvigsen were our 
efficient and kind coordination and organisation hostesses and assistants. We 
warmly thank Maurizio Del Freo for all his help in editorial and other matters; for 
the indexation Mikkel Nørtoft and for editorial assistance Peder Flemstad. We 
warmly thank Lillian and Dan Finks Fond, the Institute for Aegean Prehistory 
and the R.K. Rasks Legat foundation for generous support for this publication. 
We are grateful to Alessandro Naso, Marco Bettelli and Maurizio Del Freo for 
welcoming the conference proceedings in the Incunabula Graeca series.

Copenhagen and Brussels, Fall 2017
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WHERE WAS DA-WO?*

Lisa M. Bendall

Introduction

The toponym da-wo appears some 58 times in the Linear B documents of 
Knossos. Structural analysis of the texts places it in a group of toponyms which 
includes pa-i-to, and da-wo is thus likely to be somewhere in the region of the former 
Minoan Palace of Phaistos, in the rich agricultural plain of the Mesara.1 The present 
paper enquires which archaeological site da-wo is most likely to correspond to. Most 
previous suggestions have pointed to Agia Triada or Kommos, with alternatives being 
somewhere in the eastern or central Mesara.2 Agia Triada was an important settlement 
about 2.5km west of the palace on the same hillock; it seems to have taken over in 
importance from the palace during the Neopalatial period and this situation continued 
at the time of the Linear B administration. Kommos was the main harbour for the 
Mesara (and Phaistos) during the Middle and especially Late Bronze Age. Specific 
sites for the eastern or central Mesara have not been suggested but Melena put da-wo 
in the watershed of the Anapodharis river in the extreme east of the plain,3 and Privitera 
points out that there are important Bronze Age remains near Roman Gortyn.4  

*	 I would like to thank the editors. I am also grateful to John Killen and John Bennet for advice and 
references and to all who offered comments or further references in the discussion.

1   Chadwick 1973, 44; 1976, 54; Melena 1974b, 329; 1975a, 121-122; Murray & Warren 1976, 44; Killen 
1977, 41; Wilson 1977, 102, 123. For groupings of toponyms in the Knossos Linear B tablets see Hart 
1965; Palmer 1972; 1979; Killen 1977; Wilson 1977; McArthur 1981; 1993. Also see Melena 1974b, 
329-331; 1975a, 120-127; 1976, 147-153. Important recent commentaries include Bennet 1985; 1987; 
1988; 1990; Driessen 2001. 

2   Agia Triada: Hiller 1976, 118; Bennet 1985, 247 (but he later [1992, 97 n. 96] suggests that Agia 
Triada is instead pa-i-to, see below); Watrous et al. 2004, 300 (noting this is the ‘usual’ guess); Palaima 
2015, 633 n. 41. Kommos: J. Shaw 1985, 56; Shaw & Shaw  2000, 709 (noting da-wo could also 
have been Agia Triada or some other site). See also Cucuzza 2003, 244; Shaw & Shaw 2006, 874. 
Eastern Mesara: Chadwick 1973, 44; 1976, 54; Melena 1974a, 52 (see map); 1974b, 329-330; 1975a, 
122; 1976, 151 (see map). Eastern or central Mesara, or Kommos: Privitera 2009, 68 (also noting 
Kommos possible); 2014, 440 with n 88 (he [2009, 68; 2014, 436] explicitly rejects an equation with 
Agia Triada which he identifies instead as pa-i-to. 

3   Melena 1974, 329; a later map of his (1976, 151) shows it near modern Pyrgos. 
4   Privitera 2014, 440 n 88.
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To anticipate our conclusion, it will be argued that da-wo is most likely 
to have been the Bronze Age name of Kommos. As just noted, this suggestion 
is not new, but it has usually been mentioned in passing, rather than being the 
subject of a focussed discussion. Also, there is some new archaeological (plus 
a little epigraphic) evidence to consider. The case does not allow of final proof, 
but an overview strongly suggests that da-wo is more likely to be Kommos than 
any of the possible alternatives. 

We will first review the Linear B data concerning da-wo as preserved in the 
Knossos archives. We then consider the question whether pa-i-to in the texts 
refers to Phaistos palace or Agia Triada. The archaeology of Kommos is then 
briefly considered, and finally we consider the question of why so much grain 
had been collected at da-wo. 

Linear B evidence for da-wo

All occurrences of da-wo in the Knossos Linear B documents are set out in 
Tables 1 and 2.5 Table 1 shows the sheep tablets, which share structural features 
such that it is clearer to set them out separately; Table 2 shows the remaining 
documents. The tables show the form of the TN (including ethnicons da-wi-
ja and da-wi-jo indicating women and men of da-wo), the numbers and types 
of people, livestock, or commodities recorded, and any relevant epigraphic or 
other notes. 

We should note at the outset that most of the documents are contemporary, 
except for the few in Table 2 written by hand “124”, the catch-all number for 
scribes from the Room of the Chariot Tablets (RCT hereafter). Documents from 
the RCT are thought to be earlier than those of the other main archive deposits, 
perhaps by a generation or so, and it is probably the earliest large deposit that 
survives at the palace.6 The presence of da-wo in this group of tablets indicates 
its importance from the very beginning of the Knossos Linear B administration. 

The main subjects dealt with in the da-wo documents are sheep, personnel, 
textile production, agriculture, and taxation/collections. We will examine each 
of these categories in more detail, to give a sense of the type of information 
available. We begin with the sheep records. 

5   Tables 1 and 2 are based on Aura Jorro’s on-line word list, derived from his dictionary DMic. (http://www.
cervantesvirtual.com/bib/portal/diccionariomicenico/pcuartonivelf9e1.html?conten=presentacion, accessed 
on 20 May 2016). I have excluded a couple of tablets where the readings are uncertain and where KT5 and/
or CoMIK make clear that a different TN is more likely. These are: Dc 5812 (Table 1: apparatus reads ‘vest. 
*56-ko-we more likely than da-wo’) and Wb 9610 (see below under ‘labels’). 

6   Driessen 1990; 1997; 2000; see Bendall 2007, 11-13 for a recent summary. 

Lisa M. Bendall
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Sheep records at da-wo

da-wo appears on thirty-four tablets recording sheep (Table 1). Section 1a 
of the table lists standard flock census records, while 1b shows more specialised 
types of documents. All but two of the documents in Table 1 were written by 
hand 117, who wrote the majority of the 700 or so sheep records found at 
Knossos.7 

The flock census records, which comprise documents of the Da-Dg series 
plus Dv,8 are well known and just a few examples will suffice here. 

Da	 1313 + 1395 + 5590                       					     (117)     
	 .A	                     ovism 100
	 .B	 ku-mo-no-so / da-wo

Da	 5223 + 7184 + 7898 + 8269                				    (117)      
	 .A	                 ovism 100
	 .B	 a-da-ra-ro / da-wo , ki-ri-jo-te

Dc	 1154 + 7683 + fr.                                				    (117)
	 .A	                  we-we-si-jo-jo   ovism 91
	 .B	 wo-*82-ni-jo , / da-wo ,        o ovism  9

These are standard flock census records. The first word is always the name 
of a shepherd, in majuscule at the start of line .B, followed by the name of 
the town (here da-wo) in smaller script. Next are numbers of sheep, almost 
invariably in round numbers or adding up to round numbers. Some sheep are 
noted as being o(-pe-ro) /ophelos/ ‘missing’ (e.g. 9 sheep in Dc 1154), and in one 
case as ‘old’ (pa = /palaios/). In some cases a second man’s name appears in the 
top line, the so-called ‘Collector’ (e.g. Dc 1154).9 Very rarely, other information 
is given, such as the word ki-ri-jo-te on Da 5223, which is probably some sort 
of adjective referring to the sheep.10 As shown by John Killen in a classic article, 
the sheep were spread out around Crete, farmed out to shepherds responsible for 
them under the organisational control of various TNs – in this case da-wo – as 
focal points for larger ‘estates’.11 da-wo participates in this system in a perfectly 
ordinary way.  

7   The two exceptions are Dl(1) 928 (h 118) and D 1650 (118?).
8   On adding Dv see Olivier 1967, 73.
9   The function of these figures is debated but I take Killen’s view (1964a, 15; 1979, 177; 1995) that they 

were persons to whom the produce of a flock was made over, while the palace remained responsible for 
its management. See also Olivier 1967, esp. 84, calling them bénéficiaires; 2001; summary and further 
references (including for contrasting views) in Bendall 2007, 77-80. 

10  D.Mic. I, 361.
11  Killen 1964a.

Where was da-wo?
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There are at least 30 separate flocks belonging to the da-wo ‘estate’, under 
at least 21 different named shepherds. A total of 2635 sheep are recorded on 
the ‘raw’ figures, but as shown by Jean-Pierre Olivier, the numbers require 
restoration where they have been lost or where we can make reasonable guesses 
at what incomplete figures must have been;12 these restored figures are shown in 
the final column.13 Twelve of the preserved tablets have a ‘Collector’ name and 
nineteen do not; they are shown with their respective totals.

One tablet in the second part of the table (1b) is a totalling tablet for da-wo; 
the text is as follows.

Dn	1094 + 1311	                                  				    (117)

	 .1	 pa-i-to   ovism  1509
	 .2	 da-wo    ovism  2440
			   .1  Last hundred and 9 over erased numerals 
			        (certainly [[60]] and probably units).

The Dn series are totalling tablets for the Da-Dg+Dv series. They record 
non-‘Collector’ flocks according geographical region or ‘estate’, while 
‘Collectors’ flocks are totalled by ‘Collector’ name, wherever located.14 
Standard Dn tablets, such as Dn 1094, record two TNs, and these are thought 
to be geographically linked – as Palmer put it, Dn toponym pairs share a 
‘sheep frontier’.15 The implication is that da-wo is the one of the TN group to 
lie closest to Phaistos. 

Given how the Da-Dg series relate to Dn, we should expect the Dn figure 
to exclude ‘Collector’ flocks. In fact the amount preserved for non-‘Collector’ 
flocks (1544) is less than the 2440 recorded in Dn 1094, while the combined 
number is more (2635 on the raw figures, 3100 on Olivier’s restored figures), and 
this is in keeping with expectations. Olivier calculates that some twelve tablets, 
recording some 890 sheep, must be lost for da-wo.16 This is on the high side 
compared with calculations for other Dn series TNs, but it is not uncommon for 
a Dn TN to be ‘missing’ some 6-7 tablets, so it seems we are merely unfortunate 
in not having more of the da-wo record preserved. If we take the Dn figure of 

12  E.g. on Dv 1145 the incomplete figure 11[ must originally have been 19 to give a total of 100 for the 
document. 

13  Drawing on Olivier 1988, 240-241.
14  Olivier 1967, 75; 1972; 1988, 266.
15  Palmer 1972, 39. He imagined these ‘sheep-frontiers’ as potentially ranging across hills or mountains 

(sheep being able to forage in such regions), but ‘frontiers’ across mountains are unlikely because it is 
more probable that the mountains would form conceptual (as well as actual) barriers for those thinking 
of administration in terms of geographical area. The scribes were unlikely to have thought of mountains 
as ‘frontiers’ rather than ‘barriers’. 

16  Olivier 1967, 76; 1972, 25; see also 1988.

Lisa M. Bendall
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2440 and add it to the ‘restored’ figure for ‘Collector’ flocks, we can suggest 
the site was associated with some 3690 sheep. It is also notable that the figure 
conforms to the 1 : 3 ratio that seems generally to pertain to ‘Collector’ vs. non-
‘Collector’ items.17 

Our final document is a lambing record. 

Dl(1) 928	  							       (118)
	 .A	 ]            ra-wo-qo-no-jo    ovisf[
	 .B	 ]*56-na-ro /    da-wo       ki ovisx[
			   .A	 -qo- over [[    ]].

.B	 Probably ovis[ (cf. Dl 1060), though ovisf[ also 
theoretically possible.

Dl(1) 928 is a lambing record – the lambing may have been recently 
completed which is why there are not more such documents surviving.18 The 
numbers are lost so the tablet adds scant information beyond that breeding 
flocks were present in the region.19 

We now turn to the documents of Table 2, beginning with textile production. 

Textile production records at da-wo

Five documents deal with textile production. As is common for this industry, 
we have records of both stints and receipts. Two records give stints for weaving 
workshops; the texts are as follows.

Lc(1) 526 								        (103)
	 .A 	 ]̣          ’pe-ko-to’  tela1+TE  1̣0̣   tela2+TE  14[
	 .B	 ]ḍạ-wi-ja /           tu-na-no    tela1  3    lana[

Lc(1) 7549								        (103)
	 .A	 ]                vest.[
	 .B	 ]da-wi-ja  /  tu[
			   Palimpsest.

Tablets of the Lc(1) set are ‘stint’ records for weaving workshops.20 They 
record allocations of wool and specify the numbers and types of pieces of cloth 

17  Olivier 1967. 
18  On the Dl tablets see Killen 1964a, 4, 9-13; Killen 1964b, esp. 77-81, 88-89; 1993, 211-212 (noting 

another possible reason for the scarcity of such documents is that they pertain only where shepherds 
were themselves unable to make up shortfalls; see also Halstead 1990-1991; 1999).

19  ra-wo-qo-no-jo is a ‘Collector’ whose name appears twice elsewhere in the Knossos documents. In B 
798.7 he is almost certainly the same man, as this seems actually to a list of ‘Collectors’. A man of the 
same name also appears in Mc 4462 but it is uncertain here whether the same person is meant. 

20  Killen 1966; 1979; 1988; Firth & Nosch 2002-2003; Greco 2010.

Where was da-wo?
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to be made from it. Lc(1) 526 is typical member of the set; the status of Lc(1) 
7549 has been questioned and it may not in fact be Lc(1).21 Lc(1) 526 begins 
with an ethnicon in majuscule, then the tablet is ruled into two lines with a 
different type of cloth recorded on each line: tela+TE on the upper line and tu-
na-no cloth on the lower. tela+TE appears in two varieties, one labelled pe-ko-
to (meaning uncertain).22 At least 27 pieces of cloth are stipulated. Finally, the 
amounts of wool to be issued in order to make the textiles is recorded, although 
the numbers are lost on both lines.

Receipts of finished cloth from da-wo are also recorded. Le 641 is a record 
of deliveries to Knossos of pieces of cloth produced by female workgroups in 
various places, including da-wo (line .2).23   

Le	 641 + frr.	                                                     			   (103)
	 .1	    o-a-po-te , de-ka-sa-to , a-re-i-jo , o-u-qe-po[
	 .2	 pa-i-ti-ja , ’pe’  tela+TE  2   mi  tela+TE  14̣  da-wi-ja , pe  telax+TE  1[
	 .3	   do-ti-ja   mi  tela+TE  6   qa-mi-ja   tela1+TE  1[
	 .4	 ko-no-so , / te-pe-ja   ’mi’  tela+TE  3   tu-ni-ja  tela1+TE  1 [   
	 .5.6	    vacant     [      ]   vacant                         [

The heading includes a form of δέχομαι, probably 3rd sg. aorist middle /
deksato/ ‘received’. The verb is preceded and followed by men’s names: a-po-
te, with the ‘opening graph’ o- ‘thus’, and a-re-i-jo. Given the spelling rules, the 
cases are obscure so it not clear which man is the subject of the verb, but the 
general sense of the document as pertaining to deliveries is clear. The final word 
of the heading is also obscure; it may begin with the negating formula o-u-qe /
ou-que/ ‘and not’, but whatever it was that was ‘not’ is lost (presumably po- was 
the beginning of the relevant word). 

After the heading, the tablets lists quantities of tela+TE booked against 
various feminine ethnics: the women of Phaistos, da-wo, do-ti-ja, qa-mo, 
and tu-ni-ja, plus the te-pa workers of Knossos. Some of the ideograms are 
accompanied by the adjuncts pe and mi. pe probably abbreviates pe-ko-to, a 
qualifier of tela+TE as seen above. mi probably abbreviates the attested word 
mi-ja-ro, another variety of cloth (type and meaning obscure – it may pertain to 

21  Firth & Nosch (2002-2003, 124-125) note it is larger than other Lc(1) tablets and unusual in repeating 
a TN (only one other TN is repeated in Lc[1]). They suggest reclassifying it as Lc and question its 
ascription to h 103, proposing that it may belong to a group of records drawing up stints for the relevant 
TNs at a different time. 

22  pe-ko-to is thought to have some connection with the occupational term pe-ki-ti-ra2, the meaning of 
which is also uncertain. It could represent /pektriai/ ‘wool-carders’ (cf. /pékō/ ‘I card (wool)’ or may 
have to do with a secondary meaning of the verb ‘I cut/shear’ (Docs2 316). 

23  Killen 1966, 106-107.

Lisa M. Bendall
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‘plain/unqualified’ tela+TE). 
The Knossos te-pa workers and all but one of the ethnics noted in Le 641 

appear also in the Lc(1) stint records, and given the overlap it is likely that the 
same groups of women were concerned in the two cases, particularly since both 
were written by the same scribe.24 Le 641 records only one or a very few pieces 
of cloth from da-wo (given the layout of the numbers it is unlikely to have been 
more than 3), but more detail is shown in another record, as follows (the tablet 
is divided by lines in the transliteration given here in order to make its structure 
clearer). 

Ln   1568 								        (103)              
.1a	                                                mi-ja-ro   ,  e  ,  pa  4   e  ,  pa  6                        e  ,  pa  12
.1b	 *56-po-so  1  wa-wa-ka  1  tela1+TE  1  ru-ki-ti-ja  pe  tela+TE  1  wi-da-ma-ta2  ,  

mi  tela1+TE  1
.2a	          e  ,  pa  12                     e   pa  4                            e  ,  pa  4                                   e  ,  pa  8
.2b	 po-po  pe  tela1+TE 1  ta-su  mi  tela+TE  1  ko-re-wo  mi  tela+TE  1  di-*65-

pa-ta  mi  tela+TE  1
.3a                pa  12                                      pa  11̣                                       pa  12
.3b	 ru-sa-ma  pe  tela1+TE  1  na-e-ṛạ-j̣ạ   pe  tela+TE  1   qe-pa-ta-no   pe  tela1+TE  1
.4a	                  pa  8
.4b	 ]tu-na-no  ,  ru-nu   tela1  1      [            ] ṭẹḷạx  1
.5	                                                                         p̣ạ-ṛọ   no-si-ro   tela+TE  3
.6	       da-wo                  to-sa   te-[         ] [[ṃị  ṭẹḷạ+ṬẸ]]   pa-ra-ja   ’ṃị’  telax+TE   7  [
lat. inf.  .a                                          a-ze-ti-ṛị-ja                     ne-ki-ri-de      [
 	         .b   o-pi  ,  ma-tu-ẉẹ   o-nu-ke   lana  1        o-pi  ,  po-ni-ke-ja   [
		   Tablet now much damaged; several readings from Ashmolean photograph.

Ln 1568 gives a detailed description of cloth produced at da-wo (line .6).25 
Most of the vocabulary words are women’s names, against which various types 
of cloth are registered. There are two types of tela+TE, distinguished as pe 
(pe-ko-to) and mi (mi-ja-ro), along with tu-na-no cloth. The record is related 
to Lc(1) 526 and may well detail exactly the same group and stints, since the 
numbers and types of cloth are similar.26 Some of the women’s names appear 
in connection with issues of wool elsewhere (e.g. po-po in line .2b appears also 
on Od(1) 689), and given the connections between Lc(1) and Od(1) these are 
probably the same women.27  

24  Killen 1966, 109-110; 1979,152-153.
25  On this tablet see Killen 1966, 108; 1972, esp. 427-9.
26  Killen 1966, 107; 1972, 428.
27  Firth & Nosch 2002-2003, 133. She probably also appears on Xe 524 where she is concerned with 

‘finishing’ (Killen 1988, 178). 
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The edge of the tablet (lat.inf.) deals with ‘finishing’.28 It first records issues 
of wool to women called /askētriai/ ‘decorators’ for making o-nu-ke, probably 
‘border’ or ‘fringe’,29 to be applied to the cloth. The workgroup is specified as 
being o-pi in the sense of ‘chez’, ‘at the hands of’, indicating the supervisors 
responsible for the operation, a person ma-tu in the dative. Another group is 
‘chez’ a woman po-ni-ke-ja, probably /Phoinikeia/,30 whose group is described 
by the term ne-ki-ri-de. This is probably an occupational term, and is certainly 
linked to textile production.31

Our final document also deals with ‘finishing’. 

M(1) 559	   	                  					     (103)
	 .1	 ‘]ke’  o-no  ,  o-na    lana  2
	 .2	              ]da-wi-jo     *146 2̣
			   .2	 Perhaps only 1.

This tablet, like a few others by h. 103, records lana in connection with 
*146, a type of simple cloth. Unlike the textiles above, *146 was not normally 
made in palace workshops but was obtained through taxation.32 In this tablet 
therefore, the wool is not being issued in order to make *146, but both wool 
and *146 are being issued to the workers, with the intention of some type of 
decoration being added to the pieces of cloth. (Some documents of this type 
specify that o-nu-ka fringes/borders are to be added, e.g. M 683.) 

In sum, it is clear that da-wo was the location of at least a few different 
textile workgroups responsible for delivering their output to Knossos. Some 15 
women are named in Ln 1568, so that must be the minimum number associated 
with the site, but some workers appear only as members of plural groups, so it 
is virtually certain there were more. Some further detail about these personnel 
is seen in the next section. 

Personnel records at da-wo

Five documents deal with personnel. Many, but not necessarily all, of these 
persons will have been involved in textile production. We begin with a tablet 
that mentions one of the groups seen also in the textile documents. 

28  For the structure of the entry see Killen 1968, 641; 1972, 428-429.
29  Cf. classical ὄνυξ /ónux/ ‘talon, nail’, but here with some technical sense; it is used of the Erectheion 

temple in later Greek with regard to ornamental bands (Killen 1979a, 157). See also Leukart 1979; Firth 
& Nosch 2002-2003.

30  It is probably a feminine trade-name ‘purple-worker’ used as a personal name, cf. ke-ra-me-ja (Killen 
1968, 638). 

31  Killen 1968, 641  with n 18; 1986. 
32  Chadwick 1964, 23-24; Lejeune 1964; 1969; Shelmerdine 1973; Killen 1984. 

Lisa M. Bendall



309

Ak(3) 780 + 7004 + 7045 + 7767                    				    (102)
	 .1	 da-wi-ja ,  ne-ki-ri-de   mul 2   pe vir  2
	 .2	 ko-wa  me-wi-jo[   ]1
	 .3	 ko-wo  me-ẉị[ - jo - ]e  3

Whole tablet erased and rewritten: [[ - - - - - - ẉọ - ? - 4̣  ]] still visible at 
the end of l. 2, 

		  [[ko-wo - ? - di - ? – 2]] at the end of l. 3.

Ak(3) 780 records a group of women, men, and female and male children, 
all grouped under the female ethnicon of da-wo. We saw the occupational term 
ne-ki-ri-de above in Ln 1568 and it is likely that the two women of Ak(3) are 
precisely this same group.33 Next, two pe men are recorded (on pe see below), 
along with girls /korwai/ and boys /korwoi/ described as ‘younger’ /meiwyōs/ 
(sg.) and /meiwyohes/ (pl.). We thus see various aspects of the manufacturing 
system, with issues of raw materials to the workgroup on Ln 1568, and 
management of the same workgroup on Ak(3) 780.

The next document records a workgroup of 34 women together with 10 girls 
and boys who are described as ‘older’ /medzohes/, as opposed to ‘younger’.

Ak(2) 621 								        (108)
	 .A	                     ]             mul   34                       pe    ‘ḍị’[
	 .B	 ]                                ko-wa  ,  me-zo-e   4     ko-ẉạ[
	 .C	 ]j̣ọ  ,  /  da-wo  ,  /  ko-wo  ,  me-zo-e   6     [

lat. inf.	 ][[vestigia]][
	 .A	 Trace at left. mul 30 probably over [[      ]].

In line .A the abbreviations pe and di appear, probably applied to the extra girl 
(or girls; the figure is lost) at the end of line .B. di probably abbreviates di-da-ka-
re which is attested elsewhere and probably represents an old locative /didaskalei/ 
‘under the schoolmaster’ presumably with sense of ‘under instruction’. The 
abbreviation pe appears elsewhere in the Ak(2) set (e.g. Ak[2] 616) in contrast 
with the abbreviation za. These seem (as in the case of the sheep records) to stand 
for pe-ru-si-nu-wo ‘last year’s’ and za-we-te-ra ‘this year’s’ respectively. Killen 
has shown that in the Ak tablets these adjuncts are functionally equivalent to pa 
and ne, which presumably thus abbreviate pa-ra-jo ‘old’ and ne-wo ‘new’ (also 
used in the sheep records).34 Hand 108, who wrote the Ak(2) set uses pe and za; 

33  Killen 1972, 428-9. He goes on to suggest (p. 429) that Ak(3) 7001 may deal with the ‘decorators’ from 
the same lat. inf. entry on Ln 1568, but notes that since the TN is lost on -7001 this cannot be proven.

34  Killen 1972, 434-440. See also Killen 1964b; Olivier 1967 81 n. 18. 
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hand 103 uses pa and ne. The purpose seems to be to contrast ‘old’ members of 
the workgroup who are not necessarily old in age (unlike the sheep records), but 
who are long-standing members of the group, from ‘new’ members, i.e. those 
who have recently joined. 

A final point relevant to both Ak tablets is that, as Killen has argued, they 
belong to a group of sets which seems to be partly ordered by geography.35 The 
three Ak sets are very similar to one another but are distinguished by having 
been written by different scribes: Ak(1) is by h. 103 (who also wrote some of 
our textile records above);36 Ak(2) are by h. 108; and Ak(3) are by h. 102. The 
distinction seems to be that each scribe worked on a different area. 

The next two tablets deal with men, but are so fragmentary that little can be 
gleaned from them.

 Am(1) 568		                                               			   (103)
	 .a	                   to-so  [
	 .b	 da-wi-jo /       vir[

B(3) 816 + 7636	                                             			   (106)
		  da-wi-jo / po-ku-ta   vir  [

po-ku-ta is probably some sort of occupational title, or perhaps a class of 
men.37 Our final tablet also deals with men, this time listed by individual name. 

V(3) 655 + 5606 + 5865 + 5988 + 8507                             			  (115)  
	 .1	   e-ṛẹ-dwo-e[    ]vac.[                     /          ]i-[    //  ]sa-ma-ru[
	 .2	 pe-ri-to-wo / da-wo  1̣  //  ne-o[       ]vest.[    ]  1    ja-ma-ta-ro[
	 .3	 ta-de-so  /  ja-p̣ọ   1           [                            ]p̣ọ   1     pe-to-me[
	 .4	         ]-ko-to  /  pa-ṛọ  a-[                        ]1̣[  ]             to-so[
	 .5	           ]   vacat                                                                       [
		  .1	 Traces of [[   ]], including an earlier l. 1 division. Perhaps pa-]i-ṭọ[ 
		  .3	 ja-p̣ọ 1 over [[    ]]; perhaps 1  //  ṭạ-[.

The men named in the document are also designated by TN (where the text 
is not lost): da-wo in line .2 and ja-p̣ọ in line .3. It is just possible that pa-i-to 

35  Killen 1972, esp. 341.
36  Hand 103 was the main ‘textile scribe’; for a summary see Landenius Enegren 1995.
37  DMic. II 136; Docs2 183, 572 (rejecting ‘wine-pourers’, but considering some compound of /-khutās/, 

from /kheō/ ‘I pour’, likely); Desservants, 107-108 (non-committal); Killen 1979, 168 n 30 (male 
workers); Interpretation 131, 137, 183, 446 (some sort of craftsman or occupational designation). It 
appears in parallel with occupational titles elsewhere, e.g. PY An 207; perhaps /pos-khutai/ ‘wine 
pourers’. 
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is to be restored in line 1.38 It is not clear what is being counted – sometimes in 
this type of document it is the men themselves, but it could also be something 
they were being issued or were contributing (pa-ro in line .4 might suggest 
something along these lines). 

Agricultural records at da-wo

Two documents deal with agricultural matters. The first, Ce 59, deals with 
oxen described as we-ka-ta /wergatās/ (in pl. –ai) ‘workers’, in the sense of 
ploughing (cf. βοῦϛ ἐϱγάτης). The text is as follows.

Ce 59			      				    (‘124’c)
	 .1   	 ]ṃạ-sa  /  we-ka-ta   bosm   6  //  da-wo  /  we-ka-ta   bosm  6
	 .2a                                   ta-ra-me-to                                                            [ · ]-ṃọ
	 .2b	 ku-]ṭạ-to  /  we-ka-ta   bosm   10  //  da-*22-to  /  we-ka-ta  bos 6
	 .3a                               [ · ]-mo
	 .3b	 ] tu-ri-so  /  we-ka-ta   bosm   6  //  ku-do-ni-ja  /  we-ka-ta  bosm  50
			   .2b   10 over [[6]].
			   .3     Whole line over [[   ]].
			   .3a   ḍạ-mo virtually impossible; perhaps ṛẹ-mo.

The animals are located at various towns around the island (e.g. Tylissos is 
in north central Crete, Kydonia in the west). Four towns, including da-wo, have 
six animals registered against them, and two have more: ku-ta-to with 10 and 
Kydonia with no less than 50. Kydonia will probably have included within its 
territory the rich Apokoronas Plain, the second most important ‘breadbasket’ of 
Crete after the Mesara itself, thus would be an appropriate place to have large 
numbers of working oxen.39 Why it seems actually to have more than the Mesara 
on this record is unclear – perhaps the Mesara was already well-equipped with 
oxen so that fewer needed to be sent from the palace, also da-wo was only one 
of several sites in the Mesara (e.g. ku-ta-to with its 10 oxen may have been in 
the Mesara too) and perhaps oxen at those places did not need to be included 
for the purposes of this particular document. Be that as it may, the 6 oxen here 
contribute to evidence for da-wo being an important area for agriculture. 

The next document is of a type generally known as ‘harvest record’, 
although this may be something of a misnomer;40 the text is as follows. 

38  Killen 1972, 431.
39  Killen (1977, 42) makes a similar observation. Also see Palaima 1992, 472 (rightly noting that this 

tablet probably records only a fraction of the oxen under the administration’s control); 2015, 633-635; 
1998-1999, 152, 161; Bendall 2007, 208. 

40  The crops involved cannot have been harvested at the same time of year, so these are more likely records 
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F(2) 852 + 8071 + 9919 + frr. (4)     					     ( — )
	 .1	 da-wo   /   a-ma  ,  e-pi-ke-re     gra  103̣00[
	 .2	    oliv+A  70         oliv+TI  20     pyc+O  1̣2[
			   Cut at left.
			   .1   10900[ quite possible.
			   .2   12[ : 22[ no entirely excluded.

a-ma is normally interpreted as /amā/ ‘harvest’, related to the verb /amaō/ 
‘I reap’.41 As discussed by Killen, the grain is actually /epi khērei/ ‘in hand’, by 
which we may understand was meant in store, that is already gathered, rather 
than pending harvest.42 The document records two types of olives, a specific 
type of cyperus, and – most significantly – a large amount of wheat. The amount 
of wheat recorded is huge: at least 10,300 major units, and quite possibly 10,900 
(see apparatus to line .1).43 Even on the lower figure, this is over 1 million litres, 
or some 775 tons of grain.44 This document is of course one of the well-known 
pieces of supporting evidence for da-wo being in the Mesara, since this area is a 
well-known major producer of wheat in all historical times and must have been 
in the Bronze Age too. 

As John Bennet rightly observed, such a large amount of grain is unlikely 
to represent the output of da-wo alone.45 He suggested that da-wo itself may 
have contributed some 300 units to the total, based on a calculation of what 
amounts of land might have been ploughed by the six oxen in Ce 59.46 While 
such calculations must inevitably be uncertain – especially since, as we now 
know, Ce 59 being from the RCT is probably not contemporary with F(2) 852 
anyway – as he points out, the amount of wheat recorded in our harvest record 
would have required at least 1000 ha of land to grow (or 2000 allowing for 
fallow land), and this must surely go beyond the hinterland of a single site, 
however many oxen da-wo may or may not have had at any given time.47 As he 
concluded: “The figure of 10,000 units might then have been stored at da-wo, 
but would represent the produce of sites all over the Mesara”.48 

of agricultural products in store (and see main text) rather than of harvests as they came in per se. On 
harvest records in general see Killen 1994-1995a; 2004, 158 with n. ii; 1998a. Also Godart 1968. 

41  Killen 1994-1995a, 330; also see Docs2, 219, 530; DMic. I, 53. 
42  Killen 1994-1995a.
43  Text from KT5 p. 198 (also shown in Killen 1994-1995, 330).  
44  Chadwick 1976, 54, 118; Killen 1977, 41; Halstead 1992, 67 (800 tons).
45  Bennet 1985, 247. 
46  Bennet 1985, 247. 
47  Bennet 1985, 237 with n 18, 437, drawing on figures from Halstead (1981, 332-333) whose figure is 

2000 ha to allow for fallow land. Halstead (1992, 67 with n. 127) notes that this area would require less 
than 200 oxen to plough.

48  Bennet 1985, 247.
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Figures from other harvest records strongly support this statement. Indeed 
F(2) 852 records by far the largest amount of wheat in association with one site 
anywhere in the harvest records. Examples of typical figures from other harvest 
records are (gra): 12, 23, 25, 30, 62, 70, 73, 100, 135, 143, 195, 246, 261, 302.49 
There are two which do record more: F(1) 157 has 400+ units associated with 
e-ko-so and F(2) 851 has the number 9̣40 erased on the verso, although it is not 
clear whether this was associated with a particular site since all the TNs are lost 
on this document.50 It is probably significant that F(1) 157 includes the word to-
so, indicating it is a totalling record, and F(2) 851 includes the word e-pi-ke-re, 
like our da-wo record, also suggesting some sort of gathering or collection.51 
Thus these two records probably also show contributions from more than just 
one site, as suggested for F(1) 852. Even so, neither of the two amounts come 
anywhere near the amount on the da-wo record. [We may also note that e-ko-so 
probably was also in the Mesara.]

It is also worth noting, in keeping with Bennet’s point about ploughing, that 
the modern Mesara includes some 5320 ha of arable land and the figure is likely to 
have been similar in ancient times.52 Thus the some 2000 ha needed to produce the 
harvest recorded on F(2) 852 is a significant proportion of the arable (especially 
given that other foodcrops will have been grown there as well).53 So while the 
amount on F(2) 852 would not represent the output of the entire Mesara, this is 
likely a significant proportion of its total output in wheat (at least a fifth, probably 
more), again emphasising that this must be a collection from multiple sites. 

In short, the amount recorded is far in excess of what da-wo itself is likely 
to have produced, and the implication is that grain from a number of different 
sites had been gathered together here.54 da-wo thus emerges as a major collection 
centre – perhaps the major collection centre – for grain in the Mesara, and in 
fact the largest known in the Knossos administrative system. This leads us to 
enquire: for what purpose was this grain being collected, and why at da-wo? We 
will return to these questions below. 

49  The list here includes figures only from more or less certain harvest records (some of which also include 
the word a-ma), gives only major units, and ignores incomplete numbers; this is sufficient for present 
purposes as we are only seeking to gain a sense of typical amounts. For the complete list of documents 
and figures see Bendall 2007, 168 (Table 5-1.1 ‘Harvests’: the rest of the table lists rations and measures 
of land, which are not relevant here, plus ‘Unclear’ records which may or may not be relevant but none 
of which have such high figures anyway.) 

50  One of the ‘Unclear’ records also has a larger figure: F(2) 853 is probably a harvest record and it records 
500[ units, but since all the text is lost we cannot know whether it pertained to a single site or not. 

51  These are the only two documents in the entire corpus which include this term. 
52  Watrous et al. 2004, 300.
53  In fact, the figure could have been even higher: Bennet elsewhere (1985, 437) comments that some 

2000-6000 ha would be needed ‘depending on the type of cropping used’.
54  Perhaps as many as 34 or more, taking the upper average as 300 units (but most sites give less).
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Agricultural concerns are also witnessed in records of collections of spices, 
as we see next.

  Collections/payments/taxation records at da-wo  

Four documents record payments or collections of some type, probably 
through the mechanism of taxation (although alternatives are possible). 
Three refer to collections of spices, one to an unidentified commodity. We 
begin with two documents from the Room of the Chariot Tablets. 

Np(1) 272 + 7419  + fr.					              (‘124’e)
		  da-wo    croc   ‘q  1’

Og(1) 180							                (’124’)
	 .1	 pa-i-ti-ja   m  130[
	 .2	 da-wi-ja    m   60[
v.	 .1	       ]-to       m  4̣0[
	 .2	                    m     4̣[
			   r.1.2  Possible trace of units after tens.
			   v.1     Perhaps ]ṭẹ-to.

Np(1) records a collection of saffron from da-wo. The amount given is 
standard for this type of record. Og(1) 180 records a commodity which is not 
indicated either by name or by ideogram. The one thing we can determine about 
it is that it was measured by units of weight (m). The document again pairs da-wo 
with pa-i-to, as in the Dn document seen above, expressing a link which given 
the nature of this record as dealing with produce is likely to be geographical. 

The next two documents record ‘payments’ of spices. 

Ga(2) 427 + 8102						               (136)
	 .1	 da-wi-jo  /  a-pu-do-si  po-ni-ki-jo   di-ta-ka-so  m 8  n[   ]ọ   ṇ[
	 .2	 e-pu2-no  /  po-ni-ki-jo   m 8   n 1   o  m 1  n 1
		  .1  -ta-ka- over [[   ]] (-ta- over  [[ḳạ]]).

Ga(5) 1530 + 1531						               (221)
		   sup. mut.
	 .1       ]-ṣị-j̣ọ / o-pe-ṛọ[
	 .2	 ḍạ-ẉị-j̣ọ / ḳị[-ta-no
	 .3a	              [a-pu-]ḍọ-si
	 .3b	 ra-je-ụ ,̣ [ki-]ṭạ-ṇọ   arom  11̣  o 2
	 .4a                  ạ-p̣ụ-do-si
	 .4b	 pu-ṇạ-si-jo  /  ki-ta-no   arom  11  o 1[
	 .5	    vacat
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	 .6	 to-sa       arom  58
	 .7	 ṭọ-sa-de / o-pe-ro   arom  31
	 .8	    vacat  ?

Both tablets include the word /apudosis/ ‘payment’ or ‘contribution’. 
This indicates amounts due to the palace, here in the context of taxation. Both 
documents duly note that some amounts are still ‘owing’ (o = o-pe-ro). Ga(2) 
records contributions of a plant-stuff po-ni-ki-jo, probably madder or alkanet.55 
di-ta-ka-so and e-pu2-no are men’s names, presumably the persons responsible 
for the collection.56 Ga(5) records payments of ki-ta-no from various towns. 
This is commonly agreed to be /kírtanos/, glossed as ‘terebinth’ by Hesychius.57   

These points are consistent with the agricultural connections of da-wo, but 
here we see the site contributing itself rather than being the locus for assembling 
collections from other sites.  

Wb labels at da-wo

da-wo appears on two labels.58 The function of the Wb documents is 
uncertain (and they may not all have had the same function) but Olivier has 
pointed out that Wb 5282 at least was probably by the sheep scribe h. 117 and 
proposes that it was used to label a box of his sheep tablets.59 [Or possibly used 
for labelling packages of goods received from da-wo at Knossos?] Whatever 
commodities were referred to has been lost. 

The remaining documents are fragments which contribute nothing to our study.

Summary of Linear B evidence for da-wo

The data show that da-wo was an important site involved in various aspects 

55  The matter is not entirely resolved (DMic. [II, 139-140] is non-committal), although it is agreed to be a 
plant stuff because it is often paired with coriander, and it is also agreed to have something to do with 
‘red’ probably in the sense of something to make red dye for textiles. Murray & Warren (1976, see esp. 
50-51, 57) give a useful review of the possible candidates and come out slightly preferring ‘safflower’ 
to madder or alkanet, but we have the Greek word for safflower attested as ka-na-ko at Mycenae and 
their arguments that the stuff may have had a different name in Crete are needlessly complicated. Foster 
(1977, 53, 66) takes it as a “‘red substance’, referring to a red dye material, probably alkanet”; Melena 
1975b.

56  di-ta-ka-so is certainly a MN, attested elsewhere in Dl 916; e-pu2-no is hapax and could theoretically 
be a TN rather than MN (DMic. s.v.) but the structure of the tablet strongly suggests it is another MN 
(i.e. two MN’s in succession, both responsible for collections at da-wo; the fact that it does not appear 
to have the form of an ethnicon as standard for this set would support this idea).  

57  DMic. I, 365.
58  Probably - both readings are uncertain. Aura Jorro’s list also notes the possible reading of da-wo on 

a third label, Wb 9610, but the apparatus prefers *5̣6̣[ and notes ‘da-wo[ almost impossible’. If *56 
is correct, this is probably the start of *56-ko-we, so this document has been excluded from the table. 

59  Olivier 1967, 85.
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of the economy, especially agriculture, and wool and textile production. A 
number palace-dependent personnel were settled at the site, including at least 
36 women, 5 men, and 14 children. These figures must be a minimum, but 
while they establish da-wo as a place of industrial production, especially of 
textiles, there is nothing to suggest that really large scale manufacture (such as 
associated with Knossos itself, for instance) was carried out at this site.

Some 3700 sheep were grazed in the region, so there was clearly a good 
deal of pasturage available. The Ce document shows oxen were kept at the site 
(at least at the time of the RCT tablets but there is no reason to doubt this was 
true later as well). The collection of spice and other plant stuffs underlines a 
connection with agriculture and da-wo probably also made its own contribution 
to the amounts gathered in F(2) 852. This last document also shows that da-wo 
was a place for collection of stuffs from other agricultural producers. 

So far, a number of places in the Mesara would be suitable to be da-wo. 
As we saw at the outset, Agia Triada and Kommos tend to be the favourite 
choices, but before we deal with them we should consider the arguments for da-
wo having been in the eastern or central rather than western Mesara.  

Was da-wo in the eastern or central Mesara?

The arguments for placing da-wo in the eastern or central Mesara are not 
particularly strong, and it is helpful to consider them here as a group. 

John Chadwick’s main reason for placing da-wo in the east was that “we 
already have Phaistos [in the west] with its large flocks of sheep and textile 
establishment”, thus da-wo should lie further away.60 However, the number of 
sheep recorded at the two sites is not so large that they could not both have been 
in the west.61 Also, as we shall see below, the pa-i-to and da-wo documents are 
actually somewhat different in character, which would be compatible with their 
having complementary rather than identical functions in some respects, thus again 
proximity should not be an issue. 

Another point has to do with fertility of the arable land available. Chadwick 
suggested that the eastern Mesara was particularly fertile, which would be 
compatible with the large amount of grain in F(2) 852.62 Privitera more recently 
makes a similar argument, placing da-wo in the east or perhaps central Mesara 
in the region of Roman Gortyn.63 However, these arguments do not sufficiently 

60  Chadwick 1973, 44.
61  An Ottoman tax record for the western Mesara in 1699 counts 6329 sheep, goats and kids for Pyrgiotissa 

(area including Phaistos and down to Matala) and another 11,347 for neighbouring Kainourgio 
(Tsougarakis & Angelomatis-Tsougarakis, 2004, 409). 

62  Chadwick 1976, 54.
63  Privitera 2014, 440 n. 88; see also Cucuzza 2003, 244-246. 
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appreciate that the amount recorded in F(2) 852 is a collection gathered and 
transported from multiple other sites, and when this is taken into account, the 
point about fertility is unnecessary. 

Melena considered the region of the Anapodaris river in the east of the Mesara 
would be consistent with the situation for da-wo because reedy plants were grown 
there which would have needed ample supplies of water.64 He does not however make 
clear why the river which flows through the main valley down past Agia Triada to the 
sea could not have fulfilled such a role. Coriander need not have been grown only 
in the eastern Mesara and the figures attested do not make da-wo out to be a major 
producer of this commodity in any case. 

In sum, nothing compels the placing of da-wo in the east. But there is at 
least one good reason to place it in the west, which is the pairing of da-wo and 
pa-i-to on Dn 1094. This suggests they shared a ‘sheep border’ and should thus 
be in proximity: i.e. in the western Mesara.65 It should be emphasised that it is 
not just any two TNs that appear on a document that need to have geographical 
proximity – we are aware of cases where they clearly do not (e.g. E 777 seen 
below which links Knossos with Phaistos). But the Dn tablets fit into other 
tablet structures in such a way that suggests that this series is particularly 
‘geographical’ and indeed constitutes one of the strongest of such links that is 
indicated from contextual analysis of the documents.66 

da-wo and pa-i-to should thus be near one another, that is in the western 
Mesara. What sites did they correspond to? Archaeological survey data for the 
entire Mesara is not available, but a few systematic surveys have been conducted 
in the west which suggest that (apart from the former Minoan palace) the two 
main sites were Agia Triada and Kommos.67 A more detailed look at these sites 
and a review of documents concerning pa-i-to is in order. 

Phaistos, pa-i-to, and Agia Triada

Given the apparent significance of da-wo and its links with pa-i-to, many 

64  Melena 1974b, 329-330; Chadwick 1973, 44. 
65  With sheep, note they may be transhumant anyway. 
66  Killen 1977, 41; Palmer 1972. See also Olivier 1967.
67  Systematic surveys (but not all using the same methodologies) have been carried out for the Ayiofarango 

Gorge (Blackman & Branigan 1977), Kommos (Hope Simpson 1995), the area around Phaistos (Watrous 
et al. 2004), and Moni Odigitria (Vasilakis & Branigan 2010, 3-27). There is no reason to look for da-wo 
in the Ayiofarango area, which was relatively too poor to have supported the activities associated with 
da-wo, nor are major sites of the relevant period indicated around Moni Odigitria. The other surveys 
make clear that Kommos and Agia Triada are the main sites of their respective areas. As Driessen 
(2001, 96) and others have pointed out, the public architecture at these sites (along with Tylissos and 
Plati) stands out in contrast with other sites in Crete, suggesting direct Knossian intervention. It has 
been suggested that another important harbour may have lain to the north around Timbaki in the Roman 
period (Sanders 1982, 23), but no concrete evidence for it has been identified. 
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scholars have been inclined to associate it with the site of Agia Triada, near the 
Palace of Phaistos. Archaeology reveals Agia Triada as an important industrial 
site in both Neopalatial and Linear B times, and in this respect it would be 
a suitable candidate for da-wo. An important difficulty for this hypothesis, 
however, is raised by the question of what is meant by pa-i-to ‘Phaistos’ in the 
Knossos Linear B documents. There is a long-standing suggestion that pa-i-to 
may in fact not refer to the palace site itself, but rather to Agia Triada,68 and if 
this were so then Agia Triada cannot have been da-wo. 

A review of the documents pertaining to pa-i-to supports the idea that this 
place was more important administratively then da-wo, and it is worth a brief 
survey before we return below to examine in more detail some of the arguments 
that have been made in favour of the identification. 

Linear B evidence for pa-i-to

In the following discussion, in order to avoid confusion, ‘Phaistos’ is used 
only where the archaeological site of the former Minoan palace is specifically 
intended, and pa-i-to is used when speaking of the Linear B evidence for that 
word in the Knossos archives. 

pa-i-to appears on some 65 Linear B documents. As with da-wo, about 
half (35) are sheep tablets and these are listed in Table 3, with the remaining 
document types in Table 4.69 The main subjects are textile production, taxation 
of various commodities including spices, personnel records, and chariot tablets. 
These are roughly the same types of documents as seen for da-wo, but there are 
some important differences in their character, and the addition of chariot tablets 
is in itself significant. 

We will not go through the documents in as much detail as for da-wo, but will 
examine a few examples to gain a sense of how they are similar or different. 

Sheep records at pa-i-to

The sheep documents (Table 3) are primarily of the same type as seen for 
da-wo, that is flock census records (Table 3a). There is a slightly greater variety 
of other types of documents (Table 3b), including the totalling tablet Dn 1094 
seen above which records totals for da-wo and pa-i-to (1509 sheep). For the 

68  La Rosa 1985, 54; Bennet 1992, 97 n 96; see below for further references.
69  Tables 3 and 4 are based on Aura Jorro’s on-line word list, derived from his dictionary DMic. (http://www.

cervantesvirtual.com/bib/portal/diccionariomicenico/pcuartonivelf9e1.html?conten=presentacion, 
accessed on 20 May 2016). I have excluded a couple of tablets where the readings are uncertain and where 
KT5 and/or CoMIK make clear that a different TN is more likely. These are: V(3) 655 (‘Perhaps pa-]i-ṭọ[‘ 
(KT5, 340), but the reading is very doubtful; this tablet does include da-wo so is listed in Table 2); X 8502 
(‘]p̣ạ-ị-ṭọ not entirely impossible’ (KT5, 416).
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flock census records, the major difference is that at pa-i-to a far greater number 
of ‘Collectors’ appear. In fact, there are only seven of the 35 tablets without 
‘Collectors’ (including two where a ‘Collector’ name may have been present 
but the tablet is too broken to tell – so the count may be even lower). Bennet 
suggested that given his prominence at pa-i-to, the ‘Collector’ we-we-si-jo may 
have had his main seat there.70   

There are 2896 in ‘Collector’ flocks and only 839 in non-‘Collector’ flocks 
(ignoring tablets where the figures have been lost). But the number in Dn 1094 
suggests there were 1509 non-‘Collector’ sheep at pa-i-to (Olivier calculates 
that some seven or so tablets must have been lost, recording 709 sheep).71 This 
is 34 % of the total (‘Collector’ sheep in 3a and the Dn total from 3b), so nearly 
exactly 1/3.72 The numbers of sheep recorded at pa-i-to are thus nearly an exact 
inverse of the usual ratio of ‘Collector’ to non-‘Collector’ flocks. Normally 
‘Collector’ flocks are about 1/3 of the total, here they are 2/3. 

Textile production at pa-i-to

pa-i-to has eight documents relating to textiles and collections of wool. 
The latter is a type of document da-wo does not have (although it does have a 
shearing record which pa-i-to does not).73 We begin with the textiles. 

Five documents are stint or delivery records. We already saw above the text 
of Le 641 in the discussion of records mentioning da-wo. Only two others have 
substantive text preserved, as follows.

Le	 5629 + 5867 + 8446 + 8522 + 8559 + frr. [+] 8512			   (103)
	 .1	  e-ki[-si-]ja                             tela1+TE  [
	 .2	 vest.[       ]j̣ạ   /   a-pu-do-si              tela1+TE  [
	 .3	  pa-i-ṭọ  /   ko-ma-we-ṭọ      tela1+TE  [

1.	 Small cavity (width ca 1,5 mm, min. depth 6 mm) 5 mm to the left 
of the ideogram, probably made with the sharp end of the stylus.

2.	 The three horizontal strokes at the right of TE were replaced 
by a cylindrical cavity (width 4 mm, depth 3,5 mm) possibly 
made with the round end of the stylus.

70  Bennet 1992, 89. However, he also has sheep elsewhere and it seems apparent that ‘Collectors’ need not 
be located near their flocks, however numerous. 

71  Olivier 1967, 76; 1972, 26.
72  Wilson (in Bintliff 1977, 48-49) comments that the pa-i-to group in general has a greater number of 

‘Collectors’. For the ratios at each TN see Bennet 1992, 85-86; he observes (p. 86) that “the proportion 
of ‘Collectors’ present at individual sites varies quite considerably, implying that ‘Collector’ interests 
were not uniformly spread over the area of Knossos administration.”  

73  Possibly the shearing had already been completed at pa-i-to (it was suggested above that the process 
had nearly been finished at da-wo). 
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L(6) 469	  							       (210)
	 .a	                              me[/]-ta               [
	 .b	 po-ku-ta˻ ˼/  pa-i-to         tela3+PU 34[
			   .a  me-ḳị-ta 

The numbers of textiles received from either site are not dissimilar although 
pa-i-to has more: 34+ units compared to some 11 from da-wo. But the records 
are hardly complete so not too much should be drawn from that, and in the stint 
records, da-wo has more: some 27+ units on Lc(1) 526 alone. However, the 
wool records and, as we shall see below one of the personnel records, suggest a 
far larger industry than these few documents would seem to indicate.

Some examples of wool records are as follows.74 

Dp	1061	 							       (117?)
		  ]sa / pa-i-ti-ja   ovisx lana 456[
			   Probably to-]sa. ovisf̣ not impossible (ovism ̣impossible).

Od	502								        ( - )
	 .a	          pa-i-to                         [
	 .b	 we-we-si-jo-jo  X  lana  11[
			   Cut at left.
			   The tablet seems to have been a label of some kind, and there are 
			   marks showing that a piece of string originally ran through it.
			   .b Over [[   ]]. Check-mark added after the tablet had dried.

Od	765 + 7320 + frr. (3)						      ( - )
	 .a	 ]         pa-ị-to                  [
	 .b	 ]-ka-ra /         a-me-a   lana m [
			   .b	 Possibly ]ọ-ka-ra.

Dp 1061 records a very large amount of wool gathered or received at pa-i-to. It 
is not more than the sheep recorded at the TN could have produced (e.g. 1509 sheep 
would produce ca. 1132 units of wool), but it does show a substantive amount having 
been assembled, presumably for distribution to workshops.  

Od 502 records wool belonging to we-we-si-jo, who is the most prominent 
‘Collector’ in the pa-i-to sheep tablets. Od 765 records the issue of a much smaller 
amount to a man, a-me-a, who is probably a textile worker or workshop supervisor. 
The first word is broken. If correctly restored as o-ka-ra these are a type of solider at 
Pylos, but DMic. prefers to see the Knossos reference (hapax for this site) as a MN. 
We cannot tell of course whether or not it is the same word. 

74  On these records see Killen 1962; Firth & Nosch 2002-2003; Greco 2010.
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In any case the wool records are suggestive that pa-i-to was more concentrated 
in terms of textile production than da-wo. Dp 1061 mentions 456+ units of wool. 
This is probably a total for various shearing records and if so this would suggest 
that wool from different flocks and even possibly different places (although pa-i-
to could have supplied from its own flocks as noted above) was brought together 
at pa-i-to. There is no evidence for a similar gathering at da-wo and while hazards 
of preservation may have affected the picture, the contrast with the situation with 
grain may be telling. Thus we have wool drawn together at pa-i-to and grain drawn 
together at da-wo, in a complementary distribution appropriate to the differing main 
functions of each site.75 

Corroborative evidence that pa-i-to was engaged in textile (and other 
industrial) production on a scale exceeding that of da-wo comes from the 
personnel records to which we now turn.

Personnel records at pa-i-to

Three or four documents mention pa-i-to in connection with personnel. 
However, one of these, Ap 639, lists women by individual name, and the ethnic 
pa-i-ti-ja is a women’s name on this document. She was thus not necessarily based 
at pa-i-to although being named after the site she may well have been from there. 
Another, E 36, mentions a man pi-ra-me-no (/Philamenós/ or/Phillamenós/76) in 
connection with 10+ units of gra. It is not clear whether this is a rations record, 
or a delivery of wheat, or perhaps a record of land tenure.77 Whatever the truth, 
the tablet makes no difference either way since we already have both rations and 
land tenure more securely attested in other documents. We turn to the second in 
the next section. 

The remaining two documents do record women based at the site. We begin 
with Ak(3) 828. 

Ak(3) 828	 							       (102)
	 .1	 pa-i-ti-ja ,    DA 1   TA [
	 .2	 ko-wa / me-zo-e , di-da-ka[
	 .3	 ko-wo / me-zo-e , di-ḍạ[
			   .3	 di-ḍạ[ over [[   ]].

75  Although it could also simply be that the shearing process had been completed at pa-i-to while it was 
still on-going at da-wo. 

76  It is hapax at Knossos but attested at Pylos. 
77  The amount would be large for a rations record, although such large amounts are not unknown 

particularly when associated with supervisors of workshops. But the tablet is one of five found together 
in a corner of the palace and whose contents may suggest the context was land tenure (Killen 1996-
1997, 131- 132; see also 2004, 169 where he lists it as a possible measurement of land but without 
further comment; this is followed by Bendall 2007, 168).
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Ak(3) 828 records ‘older’ children ‘under instruction’ (di-da-ka-re), such 
as we saw at da-wo (Ak[2] 621), where the word was abbreviated. So we have 
evidence for persons being trained at pa-i-to. DA and TA indicate the presence 
of supervisors who were themselves part of the workgroups, but received extra 
rations.78 It is curious that there are not more documents such as Ak(3) 828 
since, as we shall see next, the workforce was far larger than this one tablet 
might seem to suggest.

E 777 gives at least a partial indication of the size of the work force at pa-
i-to. The text is as follows. 

E 777 		  ASHM (1910.214)				    ( — )
.1	 ko-no-si-ja / ki-ri-te-wi-ja-i   luna  1   gra  100[
.2	 a-mi-ni-si-ja                             luna  1   gra  100 [
.3 	 pa-i-ti-ja                                   luna  1   gra  100[
v.1 	a-ze-ti-ri-ja            gra 1̣0̣[
		  reliqua pars sine regulis
		  Cut at left.
		  r. Whole text probably palimpsest: “jo‘ visible in .2.

This well-known tablet lists rations for women (indicated by ethnicons) at 
Knossos (line .1), Amnisos (line .2), and pa-i-to (line .3). The ideogram luna indicates 
these are monthly rations, and 100 units of grain is disbursed for each site. This is 
enough to feed 500 women at each site, using Chadwick’s calculation of t 2 per 
month as the standard ration for one woman.79 And this may of course not even have 
been the entire workforce (we can probably assume there were some male workers 
even if we do not have the records for them80). 

The workforce at pa-i-to seems to have been much larger than that at da-
wo. Of course the evidence for this comes from just one tablet and we cannot 
rule out the possibility that a similar record once existed for da-wo and does 
not happen to survive. However, the fact that Knossos and Amnisos are the 
other two places mentioned on this document goes some way towards speaking 
against this notion. Knossos itself of course will probably have had the largest 
workforce, and its harbour at Amnisos was also a major centre for production. 
E 777 has an island-wide reference and it likely that the three place named on 
it really were the three places with particularly high concentrations of workers, 
so pa-i-to’s inclusion in this group is significant. 

78  Chadwick 1988, 72.
79  Chadwick 1988, 68, 74. 
80  Although as we have seen from Ak(3) 828, men could in some cases be included under a feminine 

ethnicon. 
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Agriculture records at pa-i-to

pa-i-to lacks the ‘harvest record’ type of document witnessed for da-wo, 
but does have at least one record dealing with land tenure, a type of document 
not seen at da-wo.81 The text is as follows. 

F(2) 841 + 867							       ( – )
	 .1	      ]-ti-ja , sa-pi-ti-ṇẹ-we-jo           [
	 .2	 ]ạ-di-*22-sa      gra+PE  t 5̣   NI  8[
	 .3	 ]ṇọ-di-mi-zo-jo[/      ]  ,̣  gra+PE  2   NI  34[
	 .4	 pa-i-to , mi-sa-ra-jo , sa-pi-ti-ne-we-jo[
	 .5	 su-za ,   NI  75                 ka-po , e-[
	 .6	       ]wa ,   oliv  46             e-ra-wa[
	 .7.8	               ]   vacant                           [

.3	 Traces after -jo probably minuscule sign (possibly ḳọ[ 
or ḍẉẹ[).

		        	 .4	 pa- over [[      ]].

That F(2) 841 deals with land tenure is indicated by the ligature of gra with 
PE which abbreviates pe-ma/mo ‘seed’ and appears in tablets where wheat is 
used as a measure of land.82 As Killen has argued, F(2) 841 is a record of land-
holdings by a man whose name appears as a possessive adjective, sa-pi-ti-ne-
we-jo.83 The holdings are at pa-i-to (line .4) and another place partly preserved 
in line .1, perhaps do]-ti-ja.84 Three other men’s names appear: a-di-*22-sa, ]
ṇọ-di-mi-zo-jo (genitive?), and (at pa-i-to) mi-sa-ra-jo, all hapax.85 A variety of 
crops is recorded. NI normally represents ‘figs’ but here it represents ‘fig trees’, 
as indicated by the gloss su-za /sukia/.86  Similarly, oliv here, glossed e-ra-wa 
/elaiwā/, are olive trees. Finally, ka-po (line .5) normally represents /karpos/ 
‘fruit’, but here is more likely /kāpos/ ‘garden’.87  

The presence of a land tenure record may reflect a higher level of 
administration at pa-i-to, although such records are certainly not limited to 
major sites. 

81	 Also note pa-i-to has no oxen records, although here again hazards of preservation may be involved - and 
even the one for da-wo is from the RCT so earlier.

82  For gra+PE as a measure of land see Docs2 236-237; Killen 1987a, esp. 174-177. Whenever gra appears 
with this word (or abbreviation) it is not wheat itself which is being measured, but rather land according 
to its carrying capacity. On wheat at Knossos in general see Godart 1968; Bendall 2007, 165-169.

83  Docs2 219, 440; Killen 1987a, 174-177; 2004, 169; Palmer 1994, 47.
84  Killen 1987a, 176 with n. 24; also 1985, 279 n 21.
85  mi-sa-ra-jo may be *Misratos, derived from Misor ‘Egyptian’ (DMic. I, 454).
86  Killen 1987a, 174; 2004, 156; Palmer 1994, 47. As Chadwick (Docs2 440) points out, NI is a simplified 

drawing of a tree anyway; also see Killen loc.cit.
87  Killen 1994-1995b, 373. 
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There are also records of spice collections at pa-i-to, as for da-wo. 

Chariot tablets at pa-i-to

Sd	 4413 	 	  						      (128)
	 .a	     a-ra-ru-]ja , a-ni-ja-pi , wi-ri-ni-jo , o-po-qo , ke-ra-ja-pi , o-pi-i-ja-pi   cur[
	 .b	 i-]q̣ị-ja , / pa-i-to , a-ra-ro-mo-te-me-na , do-we-jo , i-qo-e-qe , po-ni-ki[-ja

So(1) 4448 + 5794							       (130)
		  pa-i-to , a-mo-ta , pte-re-wa , te-mi-dwe-ta   rota  ZE  3

The first document is a record of chariots themselves (cur), the second of 
wheels (rota 3 pairs). These are standard examples of this type of record and 
show that pa-i-to was equipped for military display. Bennet observed a link 
between the presence of chariots in the Linear B records, and the presence at 
sites of LM II pottery, which immediately followed the establishment of the 
Linear B administration.88 He suggested that such places acted as second order 
centres, nodes both for administration and military control, and were established 
as such in the early days of the Knossian administration (very likely building 
on Minoan predecessors for the overall structure). The presences of chariots 
supports the role of pa-i-to as one such centre.89

Summary and discussion of Linear B evidence for pa-i-to

The documents are broadly similar in type to those seen for da-wo, but 
there are also differences. One difference is the scale for the various sectors, 
which can be summarised as more industrial production and labour-power at 
pa-i-to and more grain at da-wo (albeit because grain was gathered there not 
because da-wo was itself producing so much). The large amounts of wool 
recorded at pa-i-to also attest to large scale manufacture at that place. Both 
sites have children ‘under instruction’, indicating an active textile industry, 
but pa-i-to is further singled out by E 777 as being the locus of an unusually 
large concentration of workers, on a par with Amnisos and Knossos itself. 

Finally, pa-i-to has a few records suggestive of higher-level administration, 
including the land tenure record and the chariot tablets. We know that land tenure 
is not restricted only to major centres [or is it?] so this may not be particularly 
significant. Chariots, however, were limited in distribution and their presence at 
pa-i-to marks the place out as a second order, administrative and control centre, 
which there is no (preserved) evidence for da-wo’s having been. 

In any case, we have at least 500 people working at pa-i-to. Where were 

88  Bennet 1985, 242-245.
89  Sites with these elaborately decorated chariots are few (Chadwick 1973, 40; Bennet 1985).
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they operating? We now return to the suggestion noted at the outset, that pa-i-to 
may be Agia Triada. 

Does pa-i-to = Agia Triada?

Wherever pa-i-to was located, the site in the archaeological record should 
show a good deal of industrial activity. This makes Phaistos itself a poor candidate 
for pa-i-to because industrial activity in this period was more concentrated at 
Agia Triada. The most compelling reason for believing that pa-i-to was Agia 
Triada rather than the former Minoan palace is the simple difficulty of placing 
some 500+ workers at the palace at the time. The Palace of Phaistos was largely 
in ruins at the time of the Linear B documents (true whenever one dates them 
to) and, while some repairs were made and there is evidence for houses and 
some ritual activity (including banqueting), large scale industrial manufacture 
seems to have been based at Agia Triada.90 The difficulty this creates for placing 
pa-i-to at Phaistos itself has been widely noted.91 The archaeological evidence 
suggests that 500 people cannot have been working at the palace of Phaistos, 
but would support their being based at Agia Triada. The implication is that Agia 
Triada was known as ‘Phaistos’ and that when the Knossos Linear B documents 
mention pa-i-to, the actual site being referred to was Agia Triada.

Watrous and Hadzi-Vallianou comment that, archaeologically, Agia Triada 
appears to be at the top of a hierarchical regional settlement pattern.92 They go 
on to comment:93 

Kommos and Agia Triada at this time, in function, were complementary sites whose 
local authority resided at Agia Triada.

This seems to echo the relationship seen between da-wo and pa-i-to in the 
documents, so it would be consistent with the Linear B evidence if these two 
TN’s did correspond to these two sites.   

La Rosa early raised the possibility that pa-i-to might refer to a ‘whole 
district’, encompassing Agia Triada as well as the palace site.94 He recently set 
out the idea more explicitly:95

The suggestion that it [Agia Triada] be identified with da-wo…is only hypothetical. It 

90  This relocation was indeed already done in the Neopalatial period, with the Mycenaeans simply picking 
up the already existing order. See e.g. La Rosa 1985, 47-49; 1997; Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 
297-298, 301; Shaw & Shaw 2006, 872-874.

91  E.g. Bennet 1988, 30.
92  Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 302.
93  Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 303. 
94  La Rosa 1985, 54.
95  La Rosa 2010, 497, 505.
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is possible that the entire area was indicated with the single name pa-i-to in that period [the 
time of the Linear B tablets], which was more properly related to Phaistos.

Agia Triada likely constituted the administrative capital of the surrounding area [in 
LM IIIA2], still under Knossian control, with the single name pa-i-to.

Bennet also early on made the suggestion explicitly, although he does not 
discuss it at length (it appears in a footnote):96

I would like to raise the possibility that pa-i-to may represent the Bronze Age name of 
Agia Triada, rather than Phaistos. Given what we know about the status of the TN pa-i-to, 
the site of Agia Triada seems to fit much better than Phaistos in any phase of LM III [citing 
La Rosa 1985, op.cit.]. We might, therefore, assume that the name of Phaistos has migrated 
east along the ridge to become the name of the classical city-state.

The case has also recently been made by Santo Privitera:97

attempts have been made to identify it [Agia Triada] with one of two places, da-wo or pa-
i-to . . . It is argued here that identification with the latter is the most plausible, once one takes 
into account (1) that Ayia Triada and Phaistos are only 2.5 km apart, (2) the lack of building 
activity in the latter site in LM IIIA2, and (3) that most Linear B place-names registered in the 
Knossos tablets refer to extensive territories rather than to nucleated settlements. 

The matter is also discussed by Cucuzza who notes difficulties with equating 
Agia Triada with either da-wo or pa-i-to, but concludes that the equation with 
pa-i-to is the more likely.98 

The point about districts has introduced a minor confusion into the 
arguments which it is useful to seek to clarify. Privitera is not quite correct 
in stating that Linear B place-names “refer to extensive territories rather than 
to nucleated settlements”. Some place-names surely referred to both. The 
relationship between district and settlement names is more clearly seen at Pylos, 
where names of districts were based on the name of the chief settlement of the 
given region. Hence the well-known nine town names of the Hither Province 
could be used in the documents either to refer to the whole district or to the 
chief settlement which the district was called after. Thus pa-ki-ja-na might be 
mentioned at the location where offerings are sent to a shrine or banqueting 
foodstuffs are assembled for a festival, but it might also appear as the centre/
administrative node at which taxable commodities are gathered from an entire 

96  Bennet 1992, 97 n. 96. He earlier (1985, 247) does have pa-i-to at the palace site noting some 
reoccupation there in LM II.

97  Privitera 2014, 436; see also 440. 
98  Cucuzza 2003, 244-248, esp. 247. 
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region (e.g. in the Ma tablets).99 
It is likely that this type of naming system was used also in Crete. Thus, when 

pa-i-to appears as the locus for 1509 sheep in Dn 1094, the TN is functioning 
as a ‘district’ name (or we may say in this case as the administrative centre for 
a sheep ‘estate’). But when specific workgroups are mentioned, as in Ak(3) 
828, it is unlikely these people are merely somewhere in a ‘district’, but instead 
they are located at a specific place, that place being a settlement called pa-i-to. 
Similarly, we have already seen evidence for a parallel situation with the da-wo 
documents. When the TN appears as the location of 2440 sheep on Dn 1094, 
it must be the wider district (or ‘estate’) which is being referred to. But when 
on the other hand it is a matter of recording the locations of workgroups, this 
cannot be a reference to a district, but must refer to a settlement.

Thus, it is not necessary to maintain that pa-i-to referred only to a district in 
order to support its identification with Agia Triada. In fact, the ‘district’ of pa-
i-to should have extended beyond Agia Triada to encompass a number of other 
sites as well, and there is no reason to think that all of these sites were called 
pa-i-to. Rather, they will have had names of their own, and pa-i-to must have 
referred to a specific place, the chief administrative centre and settlement of the 
district so named. 

La Rosa observed that there seemed to be a mainly peaceful fluctuation of 
the power dynamic between Phaistos and Agia Triada over the centuries (and 
extending beyond the period which is our focus here).100 This dynamic may also 
have applied to the names given to both settlements, and my suspicion is that 
in the present case this could work because it was the entire hillock upon which 
both sites were located that was actually known as ‘Phaistos’. This oblong 
hillock, or ridge, was a major eminence in the plain of the Mesara. It forms a 
coherent unit rising from the plain and was (and is) very much an independent 
identifiable feature. Phaistos palace and Agia Triada lie 2.5km apart at opposite 
ends of this ridge. 

99  District names which only refer to an ‘extensive territory’ are more rare (albeit not unknown) – they 
are certainly not in the majority, and while there is some evidence for regional TN’s, most are probably 
settlements (especially when persons are mentioned in connection with those places). Note that the 
argument here does not intend to suggest that Pylos and Knossos had identical administrative systems 
– we are well aware of differences, e.g. that Knossos deals with fewer TNs than does Pylos despite 
probably controlling a much larger territory. Various reasons for this have been proposed (e.g. Bennet 
1988, 28; Driessen 2001, esp. 98-100; Shelmerdine 1988; 1999), but none of these affect the basic point 
that in Mycenaean Greek (which was remarkably uniform across sites) place names could function 
in such a way as to refer both to a specific settlement and to a ‘district’ essentially conceived as its 
hinterland. The concept of ‘dis-continuous territories should also here be noted (e.g. Driessen 2001, 
99-100, 111). 

100	 La Rosa 1985. See also La Rosa 1997b; Militello 1988; Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 297- 298.
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As noted above, Bennet suggested that the TN may have migrated,101 which 
is certainly possible, but it could also be that the word ‘Phaistos’ simply applied 
to the hillock as a whole. Thus, both Phaistos palace and Agia Triada could 
at any given time be known as ‘Phaistos’, and the administrators at Knossos 
would have surely known from context which was meant. They would also 
have known what was meant when instead they referred to ‘Phaistos district’ 
which will have extended beyond the hillock in the same way as district names 
were based on specific chief settlement names at Pylos. The large number of 
sheep recorded against pa-i-to cannot all have been on this one hillock, so in 
the case of the sheep records the TN is functioning as a district name referring 
to a wider area. 

In sum, it is likely that at the time of the Linear B administration the name 
Phaistos probably applied to Agia Triada, as well as to the former palace, and 
pa-i-to thus refers to Agia Triada. And if Agia Triada was ‘Phaistos’, then it was 
not da-wo. But if Agia Triada was not da-wo, then where was da-wo? The main 
other suggestion has been Kommos, to which we now turn. 

Kommos

Kommos is located on the seacoast, about 6 km southwest of Phaistos. It was an 
important settlement which expanded then contracted in Neopalatial times, under 
circumstances probably related in some way both to Knossos and to activities in 
the Mesara more generally.102 It was in essence the harbour site of Phaistos and 
main harbour of the Mesara. Sometime after LM IB the harbour at Kommos 
was reestablished and the character of the site changed from a household centred 
community to a small-scale industrial economy manned by dependent labourers.103 

The main building in the Neopalatial period was Building J/T, near the 
centre of the excavated area. In the Mycenaean period Building P was built, 
while Building J was converted into Building N with storerooms in the east.104 
Building P was built in LM IIIA1 or soon after, and is some 40m x 40m.105 It is 
characterised by six long rooms whose openings face the sea. They have been 
suggested by Maria Shaw to be ship sheds,106 and this may be so, but the storage 
of perishable materials such as grain is also possible.107 Few pithos sherds were 
found in the building, but grain intended for shipping may have been stored in 

101  Bennet 1992, 97.
102  La Rosa 1985; Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004.
103  Watrous & Blitzer 1997, 515; Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 300.
104  M. Shaw 1985; Shaw et al. 2006, 850-854.
105  M. Shaw 1985, 20-21; Shaw & Shaw 1997; 1999, 370; Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 301. 
106  M. Shaw 1985; Shaw & Shaw 1999.
107  J. Shaw 1985, 56. 
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sacks which would be difficult to identify in the archaeological record. Nothing 
precludes a double purpose for the building and storage facilities may have 
been available elsewhere at the site as well.  

The archaeology of Kommos is compatible with what we have seen in 
the records about da-wo, but there is one point in particular which makes it 
particularly suitable as a match: it is a harbour. And at this point we should 
return to the questions raised above: Why was so must grain brought together in 
F(2) 852, and why was da-wo chosen as the place for collecting it?

Why the grain at da-wo?

As discussed above, F(2) 852 records wheat which was probably from 
harvests brought together from a number of different sites. Why was this done? 

It cannot have been for local use, because the amount gathered will have 
gone far beyond the requirements of a single site. Indeed, the major site in 
the region requiring grain for ‘local’ purposes was not da-wo, but pa-i-to, the 
purpose in question being the supply of rations to personnel as recorded on E 
777. Given that the monthly need at pa-i-to was gra 100, the amount required 
annually will have been on the order of gra 1200.108 This is only a fraction of the 
10,300 (or 10,900) units recorded on F(2) 852, so the amount of grain gathered 
at da-wo exceeds the needs even of the most ‘needy’ site of the Mesara. Further, 
E 777 makes clear that at least 2400 units was required elsewhere in the north 
of the island at Knossos and Amnisos, and the Knossos administration will have 
needed to support dependent workers at other places too. (Each site would need 
1200 units per year each, so the three together would require 3600.)

This brings us back to the question of why the grain was being collected at 
da-wo, and raises the possibility that this was because it was intended to transport 
it elsewhere where it was needed on the island. Bennet already anticipated this 
notion, obseving that if Agia Triada was da-wo it was probably significant that 
it was close to the harbour at Kommos.109  The implication is that a good place 
to transport grain from would be a harbour, that is, by sea. In keeping with his 
later suggestion that Agia Triada was in fact pa-i-to, Kommos itself emerges as 
the best candidate to be da-wo. 

Let us examine this suggestion in more detail. 

The single paramout purpose that gra was used for by the Linear B 

108  There is reason to believe that the Mycenaeans did observe a 12 month year or something similar 
(see Bendall 2007, 102 with n 38); even if this were not strictly correct, it does not affect the central 
argument since our concern here is only with orders of magnitude. 

109  Bennet 1985, 247.
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administration was rations, that is, for feeding dependent personnel (whether 
all-year-round dependents, or seasonal corvée labour). So given that the supply 
of rations is likely to have been the purpose of the majority of the resources 
gathered in F(2) 852 (which need not imply all of it), one may ask: how many 
people could the amounts gathered provide for? 

As is well known, the standard monthly ration for one individual was gra 
t 2.110 There can be all sorts of complications, for example, some individuals 
receiving more due to their being higher status or supervisors of workgroups. 
But for simplicity’s sake let us focus on figures based on the standard ration. At t 
2 per month the amount need for a person for a year would be t 24 (= gra 2 t 4).

The amount recorded on F(2) 852 is gra 10,3̣00, with 10,9̣00 “quite 
possible” according to the apparatus. It is worthwhile doing the calculation for 
both figures, to give a sense of the range. We begin with the smaller figure and 
first break it down into units of t to facilitate comparison (since rations are 
measured in the smaller unit). We next divide by 24, since this is the amount 
needed per person per year, and the result tells us how many persons could be 
supported annually. The figures are as follows. 

10,300 major units = t 103,000
103,000 divided by 24 = 4291.7 
So this is enough for ca 4292 people per year. 

10,900 major units = t 109,000 
109,000 divided by 24 = 4541.7
So this is enough for ca 4542 people per year. 

The figures are more or less in keeping with one another whether we use the 
smaller or larger amount. In essence, we can say that the amount of grain gathered 
on F(2) 852 was sufficient to feed some 4300 – 4500 persons per year. 

Now this is more than was likely needed to supply palace dependents in the 
Mesara locally: it is more likely to be the yearly need of the Knossos administration 
to supply the whole island (combining year-round and seasonal dependents). It 
should be emphasised here that this was not meant to feed everyone on the whole 
island – the needs of the larger population (even of just the Mesara) would have 
been far in excess of this. But the Knossos administration was not engaged in 
feeding the entire island, only its dependent workers. The ‘general population’ 
were expected to feed themselves, and indeed pay taxes. There is something to 
suggest that the whole of the dependent workforce was some 5000-6000 persons.111 

110   Chadwick 1988.
111   Nosch 2000.
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The contribution of grain from the Mesara then will have been a very substantial 
proportion of the overall amount required for their support. 

Where was such labour located? A significant number of workers were 
located in the Mesara, as we have seen, but the majority was located elsewhere 
on the island (including some 1000 at Knossos and Amnisos). The Mesara thus 
appears to be supplying wider administrative needs, in this case rations for 
dependent personnel across the island. 

If that is correct, it means the purpose of bringing the grain together at 
da-wo was in order to ship it somewhere else. The question then arises: where 
would one want to do that from? One can of course move goods overland, 
probably by donkey although the addition of manpower is not excluded. But 
when one is talking about literally tons of bulk products (some 775 tons in this 
case) it would be far more convenient to transport it by sea. There are later 
parallels for this, as we consider next.

Historical uses of the Mesara as a breadbasket for supply elsewhere

It is a commonplace that it is easier to move goods by sea rather than land. 
Diocletian in his ‘Edict on Prices’ commented that it was cheaper “to ship 
grain from one end of the Mediterranean to the other than to cart it 75 miles”.112 
Medieval and other sources make clear that land routes remained important 
(one could walk from Knossos to Gortyn in 9.5 hours),113 and the seas and winds 
around Crete were treacherous, but sea routes were still much used. Indeed, 
many ancient routes travelled along the south coast of Crete, as attested by the 
Phoenician shrine at Kommos and numerous other examples. However much 
land routes may have been used, sea routes would have still been more cost-
effective for shipping bulk products such as grain in mass. And transporting 
grain seems clearly to be what was at issue here. 

Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou rightly note that:114

The Western Mesara was exploited as a source of grain by the Mycenaean rulers, a 
pattern of foreign exploitation repeated during the Venetian and Ottoman periods. 

By the classical period, the harbour had shifted to Matala, just south of 
Kommos across a headland. This was because of different needs in different 
periods for different types of ships. Shaw points out that from the classical 
period onwards the preference was for ‘enclosed’ harbours, such as Matala, 
whereas in the Bronze Age the preference was for either a peninsula or open 

112   McCormick 2002, 83.
113   Pendlebury 1939, 20.
114   Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 300.
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shoreline, such as at Kommos and Amnisos.115 The fact that the locus of the 
harbour remained so very close emphasises Matala and Kommos as performing 
closely related functions in their respective periods. 

In the Roman period the Mesara was exploited for agricultural purposes, 
sometimes by dignitaries living elsewhere, or by the empire itself.116

In medieval times, the Mesara was crucial to the island’s economy, and 
grain was shipped as far as Patmos in the Aegean, and even to France. As 
Tsougarakis and Angelomatis-Tsougarakis comment:117

As the most extensive and fertile plain in Crete, the Mesara was of crucial importance to 
the island’s economy. It was intensively cultivated, producing mainly cereals. Evidence for 
cereal production in the Byzantine era is only circumstantial, but it is well documented for 
the Venetian and Ottoman periods. . . There is little doubt that cereal production wa also the 
main economic activity of the Mesara in Byzantine times. Part of the grain was, of course, 
the staple food of the inhabitants, but quantities of grain were also exported from Crete. 

Except when the normal economy was interfered with by outside controls - 
as happened when the Venetians shifted to viticulture, creating grain shortages 
on the island in the 16th and early 17th centuries AD - Crete produced a surplus, 
much of it generated in the Mesara.118 After the Ottoman conquest in 1669, 
grain production increased once more and Crete resumed exports. Tsougarakis 
and Angelomatis-Tsougarakis report that, in 1696 AD, 2000 mouzouria of 
grain were shipped from Matala, some 38,400 kg., and in 1699 some 30,000 
mouzouria of grain was exported from Crete. They note that “even in years of 
shortages . . . the Mesara was an important producer”.119 They further comment 
that in the 18th century specific orders were given that people from other parts of 
Crete (Sphakia) should not be prevented from purchasing grain in the Mesara, 
and that an 18th century French traveller referred to the Mesara as the granary 
of Crete and noted that the best grain was kept for town elites while the locals 
consumed coarse barley bread. 

It seems that the Mesara as the granary or breadbasket of Crete was a 
situation that stretched back to Mycenaean times (and most probably the 
Neopalatial). There was doubtless some local consumption, but the purpose 
for gathering grain at da-wo was almost certainly to ship it elsewhere, and sea 

115   Shaw 1990; Shaw et al. 2006, 854; Shaw & Shaw 2010, 549.
116   Sanders 1982, 23 (the parallel is commented on also by Bennet 1985, 247). Gallimore (2016, 180-182) 

discusses the export of various agricultural products from Crete and its supplying military forces in 
the wider empire.

117   Tsougarakis and Angelomatis-Tsougarakis 2004, 402.
118   Tsougarakis and Angelomatis-Tsougarakis 2004, 402-404.
119   Tsougarakis and Angelomatis-Tsougarakis 2004, 404.
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transport would have been the optimum way of doing this. da-wo should thus 
be a harbour, and the prime harbour of the Mesara in the Bronze Age was at 
Kommos. It is therefore highly likely that Kommos was in fact da-wo.

I have offered little new in this paper, but hope that this somewhat fuller 
review of an old problem may have put our understanding on slightly firmer 
ground. If da-wo is accepted to be Kommos we then add a TN to our previous 
list of six TNs identifiable with specific sites, plus refine our reference point 
for pa-i-to, identifying it not with the palace of Phaistos but with Agia Triada 
as has been long suggested. As Colin Renfrew once remarked: “The aims of 
our research . . . [are] to understand the nature of Minoan-Mycenaean polities 
as functioning entities”.120 It is hoped that this article will have contributed one 
small piece to that puzzle and will have helped clarify relationships between 
Agia Triada, Phaistos, and Kommos – and changes in those relationships – in 
the Late Bronze Age. 

Post-script

Cucuzza’s suggestion that the Bronze Age name of Kommos was mu-ka-
ra is unlikely to be correct.121 He connects the word, which appears on Pp 498 
along with pa-i-to, as relating to Amyklaion, the name of a shrine at Kommos 
in the classical period. That there was an Amyklaion at Kommos in the 1st 
millennium BCE is reasonably secure,122 but mu-ka-ra need not be connected 
with this word, and it is far more likely to be a man’s name rather than a TN 
in the Linear B tablets.123 Further, even if there were a connection, Amyklaion 
referred to a shrine and need not have been the name of the site.

Only after submitting this paper was I able to see Orazio Monti’s ‘Linéaire 
B da-wo et la datation de la tablette KN F(2) 852+’ (2015, Kadmos 54, 23-
30), so a brief comment is needed. He identifies da-wo with Agia Triada based 
on the large amount of storage capacity available at that site (loc. cit. p. 27, 
with n. 31), which he suggests is more than at any other site of the Mesara 
thus making Agia Triada the only suitable place for storing the large amount of 
wheat recorded in F(2) 852. In fact, storage capacities at Kommos exceed those 
he calculates for Agia Triada, but Monti dismisses Building P as a grain store 
because (1) the galleries have been argued to be shipsheds, (2) their western 
extremities were open, and (3) few pithos sherds were found there (loc. cit. p. 27 
n. 36). However, it is possible the building could have had multiple functions, 

120   Renfew 1977, 109. 
121   Cucuzza 1999. 
122   Watrous & Hadzi-Vallianou 2004, 310, 317. 
123   DMic. I, 460; cf. DMic. s.v. o-mu-ka-ra. 
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including shipsheds, and that the openings could have been closed in some way 
not visible in the archaeological record, especially if only temporary rather than 
long-term storage was intended. Further, grain intended for transport would 
likely have been kept in sacks rather than pithoi, a possibility Monti himself 
raises elsewhere in his paper (p. 27, n. 31), and which J. Shaw (1985, 56) also 
suggested early on: ‘It is even worthwhile to consider that grain may have been 
stored here [in Building P], perhaps in sacks awaiting local distribution for 
export.’ The possibility that grain was stored in Building P should thus remain 
open, and it should further be remembered that there are other buildings at 
Kommos also suitable for storage. 

Most importantly, the question of the location of da-wo cannot be resolved 
on storage capacities alone, but needs to take into account strands of evidence 
such as the likely use of the grain, Linear B evidence for the toponym, and the 
difficulties with taking Agia Triada as anything other than ‘Phaistos’. These all 
support an equation of da-wo with Kommos.
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Table 1: Sheep records of da-wo
Document 
reference

Form of 
word

shepherd ovism ovisf o pa ‘Collector’ Olivier’s 
restored 
figures
(1988, 

240-241)
1a. census
Da 1313.B da-wo ku-mo-no-so 100 100
Da 1315.B da-wo u-ra-mo-no 100   50
Da 1396.B da-wo ku-ne-u 100 100
Da 5223.B* da-wo a-da-ra-ro 100 100
Da 5252 da-wo lost 100 100
Db 1368.B da-wo tu-ma-da-ro 78 22 100
Db 1372.B da-]wo lost 76 24* 100
Db 7107.B da-]wo lost 91* 9 * 100
Dc 1515.B* da-wo qi-nwa-so 48̣ 2 50
Dd 1366.B da-wo ]ṇạ 72 27 1 100
Dv 1310* da-wo[ ko-ru-to lost 100
Dv 1312.B da-wo su-ru-so 100 100
Dv 5301 da-wo ]sa-zo 86[ 100
Dv 5841 da-wo ]p̣ẹ-ri-mo lost 100
Dv 5843.B da-wo[ ]ṭị 1̣0̣0̣ 3̣[ 100
Dv 7223.B ]ḍạ-wo lost 22̣0 250
Dv 8361.B da-wo ]-ṭọ 44 lost ]4̣1̣[* 100
Dv 8363.B vest.* ]-ụ lost 100

non-‘C’ 
TOTALS

1415 85 43 1 overall = 1544 1850

Da 1314.b da-wo po-i-ti-jo 50 te-ra-po-si-jo 100
Da 8228.b da-ẉọ [ / ]-ṇẉạ-jo 100 u-ta-jo-jo 100
Db 1155.B da-wo wi-jo-ka-de 86 14 we-we-si-jo 100
Db 1460.b da-wo ma-di-qo 67 33 u-ta-jo 100
Dc 1154.B da-wo wo-*82-ni-jo 91 9 we-we-si-

jo-jo
100

De 1138.B da-wo si-ta-ro 103 88 9 u-ta-jo-jo 200
De 1361.B ]ḍạ-ẉọ lost 80 8 12 te-]ra-po-

si-jo
100

De 1371.B da-wo o-to-ro-qa 80 8 12 te-ra-po-si-jo 100
Dv 1145.b da-wo ]ṣọ 81 11[ u-ta-jo-jo 100
Dv 1146.B da-wo ]-mo-ni-ja-ro 40[ 109 u-ta-jo-jo 150
Dv 7785.b da-wo lost lost ]-si-jo[ 100

‘C’ TOTALS 778 271 42 overall = 1091 1250

TOTALS non-‘C’ + ‘C’ 2193 356 85 1 overall = 2635 3100

1b. other
D 1650.b da-wo ]p̣ạ 68 ra-wo-qo-

no-jo
D 8333 ]da-wo lost 60[
Dl(1) 928.B da-wo ]*56-na-ro lost* ra-wo-qo-

no-jo
Dn 1094.2 da-wo 2440

Notes 

Dl(1) 928: ki ovism ideogram also appears, number also lost. 
Dv 1310: All text lost after the TN (the shepherd’s name of course comes first on the tablet 
if not the table, so is preserved). 
Db 1372: The text reads 2̣4̣[, but this must be complete since it gives a total of 100.
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Dc 1515: ki-ri-jo-te also appears.
Db 5223: ki-ri-jo-te also appears. 
Db 7107: Text reads ]3̣1 but there is room in the lacuna for 91 and this is the more likely 
reading, so is given here. pa is present in an erasure.
Dv 8361: The uncertain reading ]4̣1̣[ given its position in the text should pertain to either o 
or (less likely) pa animals. ovisf is in normal position on line above. 
Dv 8363: Apparatus says ‘possibly ḍạ-ẉọ [’. I follow Olivier (1988, 241) in including this 
tablet in the counts.

Table 2: Documents recording da-wo (except sheep tablets, see Table 1)

Document 
reference

Hand Form of 
TN

Type of document People/commodities

1. Textile production
Lc(1) 526.B 103 ]ḍạ-wi-ja Stints for weaving 

workshops
tela+TE 24 ; tu-na-no tela 3 ; lana 
amount lost

Lc(1) 7549.B 103 ]da-wi-ja Stints for weaving 
workshops

tu-na-no cloth; figure lost

Le 641.2 103 da-wi-ja Deliveries to Knossos 
of finished textles from 
women of da-wo and other 
places 

At least 1 unit of tela+TE (possibly 
up to 3)

Ln 1568.6 103 da-wo Deliveries to Knossos of 
textles from named women

From da-wo tela+TE 10

M(1) 559.2 103 ]da-wi-jo Stint for finishing 
workshop

Issue of wool and textiles for 
‘finishing’: lana 2 *146 2

2. Personnel
Ak(2) 621.C 108 da-wo Personnel census 34 mul; 1 ko-wa, 3 ko-wo
Ak(3) 780.1 102 da-wi-ja Personnel census 2 mul, 2 vir ; 5+ ko-wa, 6 ko-wo; 

palimpsest
Am(1) 568.b 103 da-wi-jo Personnel vir (number lost)
B(3) 816 106 da-wi-jo Personnel po-ku-ta vir (number lost)
V(3) 655.2 115 da-wo Personnel List of men by name; one is 

designated da-wo
3. Agriculture

Ce 59.1 ‘124’c da-wo Working oxen at 6 towns, 
including da-wo

6 oxen recorded against da-wo

F(2) 852.1 — da-wo Harvest record 10,3̣00 units wheat; 90 units olives; 
12+ cyperus

4. Payments/taxation
Ga(2) 427.1 136 da-wi-jo ‘Payment’ of po-ni-ki-jo a-pu-do-si
Ga(5) 1530.2 221 ḍạ-ẉị-j̣ọ ‘Payment’ of ki-ta-no from 

at least 4 towns 
a-pu-do-si; number for da-wo lost, 
two towns pay arom 11; total given is 
arom 58, missing 31

Np(1) 272 ‘124’e da-wo Collection of saffron croq q 1 from da-wo

Og(1) 180.2 ‘124’ da-wi-ja Contributions from da-wo 
and pa-i-to

60 m of commodity measured in 
weight ; 130 m recorded against 
Phaistos 

5. Labels
Wb 5282 da-ẉọ[ lable  lost
Wb 9608 117? ḍạ-ẉọ[ lable lost 

6. Unclear
X 1538.2 da-wo Unclear
X 5570.B da-wo[ Unclear
X 7582 da-wo Unclear
X 7706.B da-wo Unclear Has structure of a sheep tablet
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X 9314 da-wo Unclear
X 9597 ]ḍạ-ẉọ Unclear

Notes

Wb 9610 probably records a different word so is excluded from the table; the apparatus 
notes ‘ḍạ-ẉọ[ almost impossible’.

Table 3: Linear B sheep records for pa-i-to 
Document 
reference

Form of 
word

shepherd ovism ovisf o pa ‘Collector’ Olivier’s 
restored
figures 
(1988, 
244)

3a. census
Da 1170.B pa-i-to o-ku 100 — 100
Da 1495.B pa-i-to qo-te-ro 200 — 200
Da 1173 pa-i-to du-pu2-ra-zo 200 on lat. inf.?* 200
Db 1507.B pa-i-to na-wi-ro 38 6̣2̣ — 100
Dd 1171.B pa-i-to po-ro 20 72 8 — 100
Dd 5174.B pa-i-to ]da-na-ro 76 10[ 6 — 100
Dv 9568.B pa-ị[-to lost lost lost?* none*
Dv 9591 pa-ị[-to ]no lost lost?* none*

non-‘C’ TOTALS 634 144 0 14 overall = 792 800

Da 1156.B pa-i-to a-re-ke-se-u 100 we-we-si-jo 100
Da 1161.B pa-i-to[ ku-tu-qa-no 300 we-we-si-jo 300
Da 1163.B pa-i-to we-je-so 100 we-we-si-jo 100
Da 1164.B pa-i-to* da-i-qo-ta 130 we-we-si-jo 130
Da 1172.B pa-i-to ru-*56-ra-so 100 pe-ri-qo-te-jo 100
Da 1341.b p̣ạ[-]ị-to ]-no-qa-ta 400 ḍạ[-mi-]ṇị-jo 400
Da 1352.B pa-i-to ]ti-jo 200 lost? ụ-ta-jo-jo 200
Da 1378.b pa-i-to wi-ja-ma-ro 50 u-ta-jo 50
Da 8201.B pa-i-to ṭạ-ị-p̣ọ 12̣0 ẉẹ-ẉẹ[si-jo ] 100
Db 1159.B pa-i-to* du-ta-so 144 55[ we-we-si-

jo-jo
200

Db 1160.B pa-i-to a-qe-mo 94̣ 6̣[ we-we-si-
jo-jo

100

Db 1344.B pa-i-to[ [/]-tu-to 170 30 we-we-si-
jo-jo

200

Db 1464.B* pa-i-to a-nu-ko 38 62 we-we-si-
jo-jo

100

Dd 1157.B pa-i-to a-wo-ti-jo 56 42 2 we-we-si-
jo-jo

100

Dd 1342.B ]pa-i-to lost 267 30 3 ]ra-to-jo 300
Dd 1429.B pa-i-to ]za-ra-ro 54 43 3 u-ta-jo 100
De 1084.b pa-i-to ]̣ ko-ti 34 4 2 a-ka-i-jo 40
Dg 1158.B pa-i-to a-ni-ja-to 63 25 10 2 we-we-si-jo 100
Dv 1085.b pa-i-to ki-mu-ko 36 11[ lost? a-ka-ị-jo 50
Dv 1509.B pa-i-to o-ki-ro 120[ we-we-si-

jo-jo
150

Dv 1607.B pa-i-to ]ti-ro 3̣7* lost we-we-si-jo 100
Dv 5075.B pa-i-to ]mo lost lost? lost we-we-si-jo 100*

‘C’ TOTALS 2613 308 12 10 overall = 2943 3120

TOTALS Non-‘C’ + ‘C’ 3247 452 12 24 overall = 3735
3b. other
Dm 1180.B pa-i-to a3-mi-re-we

e-ka-ra-e-we
4

20
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Dm 1184.b pa-i[-]ṭọ e-ka-ra-e-we
o-we-to , o-pa 15

Dn 1094.1 pa-i-to n/a 1509
Dq(3) 
7126.b

pa-]i-to lost ]ko-ta-o

Dq(3) 
7852.b 

]pa-i-to lost wi-jo-qo[-ta

D 747.b pa-]i-to ]a-di-je-wo 40

Notes

All documents are by hand 117 except Dq(3) 7126 (h 217) and -7852 (217?).
Da 1164: Over [[su-ḳị-ṛị-ṭạ]].
Da 1173: There is an inscription on the lat. inf. ‘ku-ru-me-ni-jo , ke-to’, which could be a 
reference to a ‘Collector’ but it would be unclear why it is not in the usual place. ke-to is a 
MN attested elsewhere (he is a shepherd at the TN *56-ko-we but that must be a reference 
to a different man). ku-ru-me-ni-jo is a patronymic derived from ku-ru-me-no who does 
appear as a ‘Collector’ in Fh 5502, and is present in connection with armour (Sc 236). There 
is no way to tell if this was the father of the same ke-to who appears in Da 1173. Olivier 
(2001, see 141-151) does not include ke-to as a ‘Collector’ in his lists of these persons, so 
he is excluded here.
Db 1159: Over [[e-ṛạ , ]]
Db 1464: ḳị-ṛị-jo-te also appears.
Dv 5075: Olivier lists this under Dv 1470 on the basis of a supposed join which is now 
rejected.
Dv 1607: The figure given in transliteration is 2̣7, but the apparatus notes ‘probably 3̣7 or 
4̣7’ so 37 is given as the middle figure. 
Dv 9568: Tablet so fragmentary it is impossible to tell if a ‘Collector’ was once present or 
not. The tablet is not in Olivier’s list.
Dv 9591: Tablet so fragmentary it is impossible to tell if a ‘Collector’ was once present or 
not. The tablet is not in Olivier’s list.
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Table 4: Linear B evidence for pa-i-to (except sheep records, see Table 3)

Document 
reference 

Hand Form of 
word

Type of document People/

commodities
1. Wool and textiles

Dp 1061 117? pa-i-ti-ja Wool record ovis- lana 456[ ; probably total 
(to-?]sa) for shearing records*

Lc(1) 546 103 pa-i-ti-j̣ạ[ Stint record for textiles All other text lost
Le 641.2 103 pa-i-ti-ja Delivieries of finished 

textiles from pa-i-to and 
other places	

tela+TE 2 received from women 
of Phaistos

Le 5629.3 103 pa-i-ṭọ Textile receipts tela+TE number lost; komawens
L(6) 469.b 210 pa-i-ṭọ Textile receipt tela+PU 34+
Od 502.a pa-i-to Wool we-we-si-jo X lana 11[
Od 765.a -- pa-ị-to Wool ]-ka-ra / a-me-a lana m [
Od(1) 681.a 103 ‘pa-i-ti-jo’ Textiles

2. Personnel and rations
Ak(3) 828.1 102 pa-i-ti-ja Personnel/rations Supervisors, and children ‘under 

instruction’
Ap 639.4* 103 pa-i-ti-ja* Personnel A woman named pa-i-ti-ja is 

listed among other named women
E 777.3 pa-i-ti-ja Rations Monthly rations for 500 women 

at Phaistos
3. Agriculture

E 36 pa-i-to Harvest? Wheat 10+ registered against MN
F(2) 841.4 pa-i-to Harvest record pa-i-to has su-za NI 75 (figs), 

oliv 46 (olives), ka-po figure lost 
(fruit)

4. Taxation/collections
Ga(2) 416 136 pa-i-to Spice collection arom 9 t 2
Ga(5) 1536.1 221 pa-i-ti-ja Spice collection arom 34[
Pp 498.2 119 pa-i-to Taxation *168, number lost
Og(1) 180.1 ‘124’* pa-i-ti-ja Collection from pa-i-to and 

others including da-wo
Probably collection  of something 
weighed: 130+ m from pa-i-to

5. Chariots
Sd 4413.b 128 pa-i-to Chariots
So(1) 4448 130 pa-i-to Chariot wheels 3 pairs

6. Label
Wb 2001 ]p̣ạ-i-ṭọ[ label

7. Unclear
Xf 5104 ]̣pa-i-to Unclear
X 522 pa-i-to Unclear
X 697.1 pa-i-to[ Unclear
X <1474> pa-i-to[ Unclear
X 1539 pa-i-to[ Unclear
X 7546.B (= 508) pa-i-to Unclear
X 7554 -- pa-i-ti-j̣ạ[ Unclear
X 7629 pa-i-to[ Unclear
X  9721 pa-ị[ Unclear
X  9196 pa-i-[ Unclear

Notes

Ap 639: Ap 5864 probably part of same tablet (adding a few more names). 
Dp 1061: Apparatus notes ‘ovisf̣ not impossible (ovism ̣impossible)’.
Og(1) 180: Possibly same hand as V 77.
X 9196: Apparatus noes ‘Probably pa-i-ti[’.
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