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Between the conquest of i-adua in I4O5 and its temj»orary rebellion 
in I Coy, Venice built the strongest territorial state in Italy,
 *t»anding its ap aratua of sovorj^ent to incorporate originally 
h.et«roa«»neou^ l«md^ lato an administrative whole. . tiiitary Jef*at 
in IQuf* allowed Padua* » soceaeioc, an anachronistic return to
  l>«rate identity motivated by it» political clas*'*» resoatoient 
at vubjeetion to Venice? denied representation in mains treaio pub* 
lie life, they enjoyed iliuaory local adr«lai*trativo autonomy.

In military term* * Jadua'^ paa&ago under Venetian rule
by the adaptation of t^e ^ rrafd-ntft provimcda 4 uyatea*s of d»fene* 
to their new territorial configuration* achieved firatly by the 
creation of a poraaneut, prof^saicnal ar».iy. itti unJlta nad LK> ar­ 
ticular territorial afXiliationi theic* rwcruitewnt, conditions of 
aervice a^d Jialocatioa were j^cidad by central authority* £ne pro 
vince of i'adiitt, strategically pli«ce4 i«i t^e ^iiafvrm^. served to

ia transit and loiig**tfa«xi biliettin^t and tv 
t auxiliary forces* .^ocai foriificatiana wi»re of

*>oarly maintained*

Tho arwy wa« th« »uin recipient c»f tejrraferj^ taxation, vhicti 
dodged by organizational dlff lciiltiea t 1°. the aasigsment of 
to amending* and in co-ordination between capital and 
with a fr« iuant oxcoe.s of expoedi ture over effective revesiue* 
imbalance in U»e distribution of taxation* with dylity and a&uae ill 
its collection, cnarac te rimed   adua* « fiwc/il sy«tf?w. Growing inter­ 
vention by central governnientf and the diminution of iaduuiw* re~ 
 iiJuai fiacal cot^.otenco, were the eonatont eiem^nta in Venice *» 
largely unsitecef»«sful remedial action. Tax there tor* boca^9 a ^oint 
of conflict; Venice j,r«w iw, ^tiant with radua^i inef f iciorwy and 
ill will, the ti4du<iit i^oiitical elites whowed ang^r at «ncroc»ctun0nt 
by Venetian authority § ana fear for the los^ of tiio city*** fiscal 
privilege*
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The conquest of * adua, Vicunzu and Verona in 14O5 wa» 
the crucial atage in the mar i tine republic of Venice's pro* 
greaaive involvement in the diplomacy and warfare of the north­ 
east Italian mainland. It heralded the intensification of 
Venice* a landward economic interests, and s«t its patrician 
ruling caate over the government of what became the strongest 
Italian territorial state of the Kenaissance period.

t'adua, university city and centre of a fertile agricul­ 
tural area, had passed in the fourteenth century from commun­ 
al government under the domination of the Carraresi, whom 
VeEiice decisively defeated in 14O5. The declared intentions 
of the new regime were respect for custom and conservatism, - : , 
which signified favouring the consolidation of local political 
dominance by those social elements influential under the 
Carraresi, increasingly rentier and noble in character, tkit 
they were denied participation in the mainstream life of the 
Venetian state, and left with limited areas of administrat­ 
ive autonomy within the province.

The formal act and terms of Padua's  ubai&sion were 
the beginning of the gradual extension and penetration of 
Venetian government in the province. This signified greater , 
control and exploitation of ita economic resources, and common 
subjection with all the mainland territories to the directives 
of central government, whicfe-maintained in each the forms but 
not the substance of separate administration and identity*

Two areas in which tiit* vision and taechaaistti of Venetian 
government were radically altered by the acquisition of the 
terraferma were the organization of landward defence, and the 
incorporation of provincial public incomes and expenditure 
into overall financial policy* ,

The territorial gains of 1408 and their further expansion 
required the adaptation of the single provinces 1 defensive 
systems to their new geographical configuration, radaa, centre 
of tiic- terraferma holding, was not likely to be involved in 
hostilities; indeed, between the Peace of Lodi and i5u9, war­ 
fare came no closwr than the adjacent i'oiesine, scene of the 
far of Ferrara, (1482-84)* Few fortresses were guarded, their 
maintenance was neglected, garrison standards of manning were 
low; only the city itself was a partial exception to these , 
trends, which proved extremely damaging to Venice after defeat 
in 1509*

Neglect of Padua' a stable defences derived in part fro* its 
central position, but also from the priority given in defence 
planning and spending to the army. Without strong natural bar* 
riers at ita borders or inside them, Venice relied for the terra- 
ferma'a defence on the mobile projection afforded by a perman­ 
ent army, developed during the Visconti Wars and maintained at 
reduced but steady strength in peace-time* iiuilt around heavy - 
cavalry companies, it was controlled by an organizational struct­ 
ure spread throughout the terraf ermQ , involving professional 
military administrators as well as the city He t tori.
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Though troop movements in the i'adovano were more 
frequent in time of war, there were companies constantly 
present  billetted on the villages and supplied by then with 
fodder and other dues in kind, (taxe di cavallij . The numbers 
present reflected the province's fiscal capacity, and the main 
administrative consequences of their presence were fiscal, in 
the organization of bilietting and dates* which were tending to 
develop into monetary equivalents. The Siffnoria attempted 
throughout to maintain peaceful relation* between the soldiery 
and the rural populatioa*

The latter were also called on for various forms of 
auxiliary service to Venet .ian forces, mainly but not ex­ 
clusively in war-time - for militia, pioneers, the army's 
supply column, and even galley-rowers at sea* despite Venet­ 
ian administrative concern, the efficiency of these different 
support services tended to be poor, an unavoidably consequence 
Of their obligatory and temporary nature.

The resulting fiscal load on the i'adovano was therefore 
heavy, whereas citizens - privileged by exemption from these 
obligations - could satisfy military yearnings by voluntary 
service in the permanent Venetian companies, as many did, for 
Venice encouraged terraferaia subjects to serve*

The organization of its provincial income and expenditure 
was one of Venice's main preoccupations in the later fifteenth 
century* Terrafermjn revenues, far more than those of the mar 
provinces, provided an extremely important fiscal contribution, 
drawing mainly on indirect taxation, (dag.iJ, with direct taxat­ 
ion a secondary matter in terms of yield but politically a far 
more sensitive issue. Overall financial planning in later fif­ 
teenth century Venice was approximate at best, with its tendency 
towards deficit countered by recourse to public or private bor­ 
rowing in the capital, which enabled the imposition of further 
direct taxation on the provinces to be avoided* The trend over 
the half century before 1509 was for expenditure to rise, espec­ 
ially after the beginning of the Italian ftars*

Fiscal competence in i'udua belonged mainly to the city's 
Venetian Camera Fiscalet handling office for the province's re­ 
venues; it had complete control over Indirect taxation, while 
the Cottuuune - though virtually bereft of incomes of its own - 
organized the assessment and collection of direct taxation, 
(the estimo* and the dadia dalle lanaej. paying the latter to 
the Camera* i'he Camefa's Venetian staff worked under the dir­ 
ection of the city's Mettori* in execution of decisions made 
by the Senate, and under the scrutiny of the Collegio and var­ 
ious financial magistracies in the capital, in particular the 
Provveditori supra le Camere*

The principal function of provincial revenues was to meet 
the cost oi the mainland state: administration, public works, but 
above all defence - and therefore the army* .army pay at this time 
was seldom fully or punctually effected! Venice was by no means 
the worst of the Italian states in this respect, no doubt partly 
because of the insistence with which the provincial Gamere were 
goaded from the capital, radua't* in particular because of the 
importance it had as paymaster of the Republic's generals*

In normal conditions revenues were distributed directly 
to the state's creditors by the Camere collecting them, and this 
was the case in the 1460s, during the early stages of the Turk­ 
ish War of 1463-79* But growing financial pressure after 1470 
strained the Camere *s ability to meet their coi&.itmenttt, so that 
revenues were anticipated by borrowing in Venice, and first



gradually* then systematically t drafted to the capital for 
distribution Stringency led to expedients, such as neglect 
of the provinces 1 administrative expenditure! out the practice 
proved counter-productive*

-   ttith war ended* in 1470 provincial income* retimed to 
local distribution* The previous decade had been thick with 
orders regulating the CTamere*s procedure of military pay* but 
they enjoyed dubious success* Hie 14bus saw growing inter­ 
vention by Venice in the working of the Camere, particularly 
through the visits of touring officials* The Mar of Ferrara, 
in which revenues were again pooled in Venice, left the 1 aduan 
Camera in particular in a weakened state, and after a major 
reform in 14b« the Senate experimented with permanent peacetime 
channelling of revenues through the capital*

:f The scheme was abandoned in 149O, since the provinces* 
despatch of revenues had been meagre, and their pooling in Venice 
had resulted in disorder* The *»enate therefore instituted the 
limitation* tying set sums of provincial incomes on a long- 
term basis to specific creditors, with priority to the arrayj 
it was thus recognizing the greater stimulus to turnover given 
by local distribution and creditors' pressure. The element of 
flexibility necessary in planning expenditure, especially on 
defence, was becoming more and more the responsibility of the 
Council of T^n, who after experimentation in the 147Os and 
1460s now emerged as an important agent in public finance, 
complementing the senate** overall planning, and intervening 
to hasten or reinforce moneys* flow with reserve funds at their 
disposal*

Greater co-ordination at the centre did not solve problems 
of local-administrationt heavy demands on the i 'aduan Camera meant 
abuses in dealings between tax-collectors, Camera officials and 
military creditors, with money changing hands outside the Camera* 
payments commuted, dealing in titles to payment, accounts poorly 
kept*

The pressure on public spending created by the Italian 
Wars exacerbated these problems, especially in the years between 
1408 and 1502, with Venice desperate for money to finance war­ 
fare in both Italy and the Eastern Mediterranean* A series of 
inspections of the Paduan Camera brou&h the dismissal and pro­ 
secution of many of its staff, but no improvement in yields* 
demands on the Camera continued to rise in the years before 1509, 
while its administration limped, despite closer observation from 
Venicet the limitations to efficiency set by poor control of 
local expenditure and marginal incomes, by the dubious competence 
and honesty of officials, and the insufficient accuracy and re­ 
gularity of accounting, were perennial problems*

These we«utnea>se& were not peculiar to the provincial Camere * 
or to the fifteenth century in particular* fhe> had characterised 
Venetian public finance before the acquisition of the terraferma 
state, reflecting the unplanned development, duplication and 
uncertainty of functions of the Venetian structure of government* 
The main weakness of financial co-ordination between province and 
capital in the later fifteenth century may be blamed, in fact, 
on tue lack of a single executive magistracy with sufficient 
authority and specialisation of functions to act as effective link* 
The sixteenth and later centuries, aw far as may be judged, reveal 
a similar pattern of limitations in the efficiency of provincial 
financial organization.
i - , At a different level to the uepublic's overall conduct of 
financial policy, but nonetheles* closely limked to it, were the 
local administrative ash ^ts of tuxes* distribution, assessment



and collections this was the level at which the relationship 
between Venice and its subject provinces was expressed* The 
political and social assumptions of Venice's treatment of its 
subjects were not wholly conducive to fiscal equity -or efficiency: 
the city dominated the countryside administratively and econom­ 
ically, also leaving it by far the greater burden of taxes in 
relation to wealth* Control of city politics by an oligarchical 
Council 9 representing citizens of neans with an indifferent 
lining for taxation, had adverse consequences on the fair dis­ 
tribution and efficient collection of the dadia* it was an in­ 
dication of the urgency of Venetian fiscal needs to what ex­ 
tent these concessions towards Padua's political class were 
allowed to impede yields* *

Indirect taxation, source of the majority of the Camera's 
revenue^ was relatively free from political tensions* Mostly 
levied in or around the city, its returns reflected Padua* s 
position as centre* of economic activity and consumption in the 
province, though an increasingly important part of the Padovano *s 
produce now went to Venice* with the rates of taxation stable 
through the fifteenth century, the Camera farmed out the various 
dasi on one- or two-year contracts; the principal administrative 
problem was the persistent element of late payment by daaieri. 
There was no comprehensive re-organization of dagj by Venice, 
though certain daai terms were altered to favour Venice's trading 
position or goods; the wine daaio attracted considerable ad­ 
ministrative attention, owing to its influence on the capital's 
wine tax and supply*

Direct taxation, (the dadia Jelle lapse* and in the Padovano 
a host of other- taxes), was distributed en the basis of the 
eatireo. compiled by the city for both Padua aiUt the Padovano* In 
the latter case it specified the proportional fiscal obligation 
of the single rural communities, whose own annual estimi sub­ 
divided the resulting burden* General eatimo revisions were few, 
and slow to complete* widespread evasion and exemptions confused 
fair distribution within the Padovauo and among citizens, while 
the city, clergy and Padovano engaged in intermittent disputes 
over their respective shares of the dadia   The city and clergy 
emerged victorious from these quarrels, succeeding in maintaining 
the Padovano *s tax at a far higher rate, with the disproportion 
constantly worsening*

The municipal finances in Paduans' hands were paltry, barely 
sufficient for minimal administrative expenses, and occasionally 
bo os-ted by temporary dadia increases to meet eittra expenditure* 
The Padovano counuunea paid a while series of extra taxes, tots 
Military dues, curve es, (now occasionally on an interprovincial 
b«u»is;, and tueir own considerable administrative costs - besides 
the element of personal service which these extra obligations 
required*

The province's clergy, with its own estimo* paid a portion 
as well as decime* clerical tax collection suffered from

the uneven distribution of the sums due and the inefficiency of 
levying methods, despite the passage of control into lay hands. 
Venetians with wealth in the province paid some da die to Padua, and 
some de£itne to Venice; but many possessed exempt property , or 
practised evasion - a constant grievance of the Paduan Council, 
inclined to blame the Si^noria for more partiality towards Ven­ 
etians than in fact it showed*

The collection of dadie by the Council, and the incidence 
of extraordinary taxation, were the matters in which the animos­ 
ity of the Council and the urgency of the aignoria on fiscal i 
met and clashed* Uadie collection was poorly administered* It



was hindered not only by recalcitrance, evasion and the over­ 
taxing of the J adovano, but by inefficient and exploitative 
mechanisms of forced levying, whose abuses were proof against 
reform, and helped reduce parts of the radovano to fiscal in­ 
capacity* The Council and ^i^npriq quarrel1ed over the imposition 
of extraordinary taxation for the Turkish *at in the 1470s, and 
then over the conditions and efficiency of ordinary direct tax 
collection in the 1480s, as investigation revealed arrears and 
deficits. The Council encountered increasing difficulty in find- 
iaf collectors able to satisfy the standards set for receipts, 
or in a position to modify their application, and after worsen­ 
ing difficulties in the 1490s Venice intervened at the turn of 
the century to dismiss and indict the current collector* l^xtra 
taxation imposed at this time worsened relations still further. 
Da die collection continued to be a vexed question until the 
abrupt smothering of the Council's opposition in 1006* when the 
Senate threatened to remove it froro the Council's competence 
if the set conditions were not met* As a consequence the city 
rate of the dadia was considerably increased over the next three 
years*

'#^«

Exasperation over fiscal issues, and over the general 
undermining of the province's administrative autonoaft and separ­ 
ate identity by its absorption into the Venetian state, was 
the Main Motivation of the a cession attested by Padua's pol­ 
itical class in the aftermath of Venetian defeat in 1509* After 
its failure* the city 1 ** continuation under Venetian rule was 
characterised by the sa»e tendencies in policy of government and 
administrative practice as during the half century considered 
in this study* Militarily and financially, Padua belonged to 
served a larger unit without a say in the ia^jor decisions con­ 
cerning itself, though the gestures of aHt easement towards its 
political class were smintaiasd, in particular in their and 
the city's fiscal privilege*





CAPITAL CITY AftD STOJ3CT

Michael \ St* John's college

Thesis prepared under tte «n£arvisian of ^r. P.J, Jones, 
of arasenose College, and submitted to the Faculty of 

Modern History, university of oxford, in Trinity
j.

1970, for examination in the de^rree of l>octor of

Ptsilosoptiy



OF COHTB1W8

p. XII

MB TB3Cf XIII 

PESFACB XIV

CRAPTSJ* oim t
H»tes IS - 23

CHAFTSR TOO I HttZTA&Y SSOTOITY AHD ORGAHXZAT- 24 - 71 
IOII «  PGRTUB88S A8D TKa TMfTZAtl ASM*

  !« Fortifications 9 tlioir Maintenance and 25 - 37
Manning* 

II* The Venetian Array and the Provitico of $7 - 57

ROtos 58 - 71

I FUBI*XC 'FimUCC - THS PAPHAII 72 - 307 
SXCHSHTOR Til :tHS VBMBTXAV PI8<5AL S 
AI50 TIIB O 
nUCTXC!? OF

I, Venetian Fiscal. History* Tho Ofmoral 76-33
Context.

ir« Th© Organisation and Administration of 83 •* 147 
?*ublic Revenues - tho Padu^n B'xchcKiu^1 
in the Venetian Fiscal System*

(1) 1463-1479 - the Progressive Impact 96 - 104 
• of war in the Bast*

(2) 1479*1490 - the Recnrrenee of War* 104 » 118 
and Venice *s ee^organisation of 

• Provincial Finance.* 
(I) 1490-1309 - the Limitation, and the 118 - 141
^ ̂ W If *t*********t* mi*v*fi>rii*'t:>«W*ui*»+*WBibi- w

ftepercusnions of Gromag nilitasy 
Znvolvoment*

C4) Concluding Cowtttts* 143 - 147 
lit* the Distribution f Aft^essmsnt and 148 - 235 

,: Exaction of Taxation*
(1) indirect Taxation 15$ - 169 
W) tlie natigo an4 tl»e Storing of IS 9 - 1D1

Direct Taxation.
(3) the t traits of Financial /lUtonoqy 191 - 201 

and Further Fiscal Ko.-ponsihility 
of the City and ^«r©l Can unos*

(4J Churtftenon, Vcsnetiano, and their 201 - ai2 
Paj^nent of direct Tastation. 
The Collection of Diroct Taxation 213 - 
and Relation* with the

"^•^ flotos • 254$ « 30?
I ;5 '>.: "  ** *» ,/fe. ' -

CHAPT1S F00R : CONCtiUDirTG COKHSI9TS 308 - 314
notes 314



saving errors and omissions, the following lists specify 
only documents and published worfctt referred to in the text* 
Htich raore material was consulted than proved o£ direct uses 
a few instances of archive softies which could have been expect­ 
ed to yield evidence t tent did not, are mentioned belotr, but the 
aim has otherwise been strict economy*

1* Archivio di statof Padova*
All the series listed belong to the Archivio Civico Antlco,
covered by voll* 1-a of the (manuscript) general indo% kept 
in the Archive*

- Atti del con&iglios vol. 7 or reg, IV (14^1-M), vol. B/ rag* V 
(1470-76), vol. 9/ reg. VI (14 76-85) f vol. 10/ reg. VII
(1486-91), vol* ll/ reg» VIII (1492-1501), vol. 12/ reg* IK
(1501-1520, with no record for 1507-09), vol. 40 (the 
Liber Tabularura, or Fartipi, of 1494), vol.* 41 (Scrutinii 
del Co^siglio 1484-1547), vol. 42 (various), 

« Camera d©i Fegnis voll* tit, 7,
- Camera e cancelleria Piscales voll* 1-3 (Atti Civili Fiscali 

for 1491-93, 1495-96, 1496-97 respectively), 79, S17,
,

- Cassa Cittlj voll. 188-1^?, 26B-70, 278.
- Daputati e Canceller lat regg» ^-5, 36,
- Ducali: vol* 2 or reg. I Rubeo (1406^73), vol. 3 or reg. II 

Verde (1471-1^1), vol. 4 or reg. Ill (1405*<8), and 
voll« 71-77 also listed as regg. A-Q, (covering the dates 
1416-70 ; 1451-755 1475~S4; 1484-^6} 14B6-92? 1492-15031 
1503 18)*

- Letters ai Eettori: Let •• ere dei Hagistrati Veneti e dei Rap- 
pros en taut i di T€B»ra£er^a vol* I, ( 1500-06)*

- Magistraturo e Cariche f>iversvoi voll. 9, S9«
- ferritorio? voll* 16, 21, 30, 4% *o t <53 t ^7, 13 #>, 172 f 175, 

186, Pl2 t 215, 224-St 246, 281, 286, 302, 316 t 337, 344, 
35-2-3,401, 403, 4O5-07*

m*

Of little or no use were the documents preserved in the Archivio 
civico Antico under the headings cassa Territorio, Lettere, 
Nttnsi e<! AmbasciatorA, Kottori (decreti, registri, cartoline, 
atti civili), Vice Collataria and tficarie*

2. Archivio di Stato, Venesia.

- Avogar\a di coimin: buste 35?^, 35^4*
- cancelloria inferiore, Doge Lettero? buste I (1304-150? ) t II

(1507-1515).



- Cas iisre alia Oollafc l>ucalet ftuhriche 2, Gratiarum Concessioner 
1501-75 (alsoA^asie vol. S7$ vol. 26 is lost, vol. 25 
covers 1440-45 and is indexed under Qraaie),

- Collegio* Lettere Secrete ff filea l 1466-69* 
t wotatorio re0g. 11 - 16. 
l Segistri Secret! 5~7§ (Letterc Secrete 14S4-"85J
Zdem 1490-94f Lettere a Hettori 1494-95) « 

f Segreta Comnis- lonl rag. 14^2-*95» reg* 1500-1513*
- Consiglio dei Dieci? capi, Uotatorio regg. 1-3*

s Lettere Rettori al Capi» bust© 80* 112-3, 118 , 297« 
i Parti Criminal! rag. 1 (1502-11). 
s Parti Mist© regru 16-32 (1460-1509). 
Consigliol Deliberation! reg$. 23*^5* (Hegina 1435-79, 

tella 1480-1502, Deda 1503-ei).'
** segretario,alle Voclt serle tnistd t Wflcl e Reg^imenti, ref«i» 

5-9, 15-16*
* Senate: Privilegi reg. 2*

s Frowcditorl da Terra e da ^ar n, 24.
t Secreta reg-* §3-41 (1467-1509)*
f Terra re§^» 4-16 ( 1461-1509) • ' , •

•* s»renissima Signoriat Lettere Terra filsse I f TI (l4BB f 1492)*
• nrriciali alle Rason Vecciiie: vol, 25 (liotatorio 145PH58), 

vol. $2 (catastico letter© 1474-94), vol, 54-(lettero 
150>10)»

Of little or no use vere the londi. listed under the headings
Camerlenghi di Cormm, (see A* DA MOSTO L^Archiio di '

S

, 
Horn© 1937-40 Blboth^fpte "'es •An>.^alesln!Bt:ltutopum f vo. 5t
sub voce)j Dio<li Savi sopra le Decline | (archive index n* 118); 
Gfovornatori dello Cntrate Pubbllche v (index 159 bis)| Lettere di 
ftettorlt (index 3J?7)l Magistrate del Sal, (index 29<>)t Official! 
alle Casude, (index 74) 5 Fetroni e Froweditori all*Arsenalet 
(index 31) ? P3rowe«Htori sopra Bani comunali, (index 40) f 
Proweditori sopra camera, (index 32; s )l Frow^iitori sopra i>a^i t 
(Index 117 ); Sopraint©ndanti alle Decime del Clero t (index 123 
bis).

3« Libraries*
- The British !.»ib(rarys ms* Blbl* Sg, 75^ •
- The Biblioteca Hasionale narclanaf mss# Lat« V

Lat. V 36 (2420), It* VTI 547 (6529), Tt> VII 1843
- Tho Biblioteca oalrlnl stamplallasms* IV 635. '
The Biblioteca Civica Padovas ms?X66, 324 (^*cittade.lta 

•Descrittlone di Padova e 5uo Terrltorio,..)} 
1236, 1367. • •

** |*y Inters purges t 
1* Primary*
AMASCO* Leonardo © nrogorio Amaseo e oio, Antonio A 

Udinosi clal • • Anr.o 150-0 al IMlt ed. A t CliRUTI f
tn~T^-n ^-fBr-r-r-fiyrTrrrrr- i - • --urn--!--- •— MT ri~" nmnirn-rnr- .<«^MiMiMlMfkM«- • •4MmmMf*wM v v



Ill, 2, Venice 18 <" 4-0 5.
j|ilanci generali <jella Rgpubblica di Beneaia (Reale connissionc 

per la PubMicaalona del Document i Finanas^iari del la Rep. 
di Vonessia, scsrta Ila vol.1 tomo 1) Venice 1~>12» vith intro­ 
duction by F.3SSTA. 
^ A.

186 5-
CXPGLLA c. note di Storia Veronese - la Relassione di eiorgio

Sonmariva sullo Stato di Verona e del Veronese* t
t* VI t 1893. 

cronaca di Anoniao Vaponese 1446 ~ ir] 14BS , od* ftv soRAUZ0 9 *-on.
,.' >. v,:r *P. ill, 4, Venice 

DAU*'AB/*CO D. £tatp,, di_ ^a
B.C.TCOGHA, Venice'1850 

POHTO i,. Lettere storiche di tuicri da^Posrto
Anno 1509 al lg8,''lid7*%T?»BSs7wt Florence

ti, Petri Delphini A n^ • aliutn Venetonim ^ars^ riuar ta t eel.
R.CBSoI, P«SAMBZK V VeSfSce"*! 943*1 "" " ""

giario Fer??arese t with TJ.XAHBOT^I j>iario F err areg ©t od.
R.I.S./T. XXIV p. VII, Bolognr 19?f f linll34. r " 

P8SHARA F. Document! per "ervlre alia Storia <lei If nanchi Ifenez-
iani'1 ', A»v»> t. I f 1871. 

OATA3I G. e B. cronaca Carrareset ed. A.M'eoTfi, G,TOTj0^s.r f R*t«s
T. xvil p. l f cittd"di castelio loo=» 0

Q. Doguraengi, r . : del.l .*Antico r.i>.ialetto Veronene
Verona IB 7^.

Bolia d*oro nellaPadtaa 1848. "" " "'"" 

LAZZARIHI«V 9 MOSCH8TTI A, •D^^nmonti Relativi alia Pitrura Padov-
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: ,,v i 'An^ales Xnstltutorum* vol. 3 t Home 1137-40.
tA RONCT&RS C, * Indirect Taxes or "Gabelles* at Florence in

the Fourteenth Century % ed« n.RUBIHSTSTH Florentino studies.
Politics and Society. in. L Hc^i.ss{';n<!e^rF1.€>rence f London l r:£8* 

ROOVSR R * Tiae Rise and_j D^clinei og^the J^edici Bank 1307^ ̂  1494 t
Norton, n*Y« f 1966, 

as SANDRS G* 'Dottori, tiiiiversit^, Conmne a Padova nel '400*,
guaderni per la Storia ̂ dell ̂ Iniversit;! .. di^^Fadovo » I, 

^iaionario Bioorafico deili itaiiani. (Tstltuto deila^i>nciclopedia*H*1ilHI&llim**lf&»****tHllt*H1t*l**t4**il»ttai^^^^ t*i*#*m\u+m*H»*^> "••• **»**in»«i» *

Italiana), Rome 1^60 «*• " •
00?IDI DSl»L f OROT,oaio F. Di': sertasione tiona ora . Ills torja

t Padua 1817#
DUDA?-t n« Sl^dicato . d* 01 traaare ̂ ,e^ di To - raf er?na , Rome
PABHts a. ttgonacheja grpnis ti Padovani y" it tadella (Padua) 1977.

. »La cronaca*"4i Sovanni da" iono f » B L̂ »c»rft n.s 
IX f 1932-1 %

C.onni^ _PA30LO P# 9 oiian Domenic© spazsarini'"l4C:>*l519t Canceliiere a.. 
Storico Fadovano 1 , A^V^ 5th s@rie?^ f vol. C» 1973*

ed. PA-rroROSi T«, CONPORTI 2. Magistraturo Contabili e_r di_ Con

lome 1950, (Hinistero del Tesoro, Ufficlo Studi delta
i oner ia oen^rale dello stato)# 

C* f Con 1 era Arninistrato un Comuna d^l Veronese al Prtn
cipio del S^-coio XVI 1 , Atti^ccadenia Veronese » serie XV
voU III* 1 902-03 •

G. *La Legislasione Veneta sui Benl C6munali* 9 Ti,^ tV»
n«9» XXXVI » 1918.

$U The^Patrici^n ...,Sg.Pu.t>l.ig*r -Politics atid,;;(:onsti.mtign_jiii 
§ggtaisuTi ._ancQ Veaiteo « in the course of publication* 

PIUHI B« fPiaritura"e Docadenza deli f sconotnia Fiorentina 1 , A.»s»I« 
GXVII 1959 t {parte III: Politlca Sconomlca e Glassi Social!)

0BHfiARX 0, Sogra il^Titolo di ; _.Citt^^ Regia .pa to a j^adoya -
Discor3p g Padua 17:15* 

GII.SEtT P» 'Venice in the Crisis of the League of Caibral 1 , in
ed. j»HAXiS Sgnaig-3an.£e L.. Venice t London 1973* 

Glos» p. Ji^tUyitAj^gtoya^lj^d^
"" di storia Bcclesiastica Pad-

ovana VIII), Padua 1977. 
GLORIA A, 'Anticai Statati del Col logic Pac^ovano del Dot orl Qiur-

i«,ti f » Atti jJL^ggoyig ,.,;" »I »V,^. .tl.». « ' 4- series VI, t* 7, 1888-9.
GLORIA A. ii TQ^i^orio^^Moi^^Q 1̂^ Padua ir^s.
QLOHIA A. 2eJ,lJ[£^^^lU!2^jl^

(scritti Raccolti e Pubbiicati '-alia Societ^ I-** a f incor* 
aggiamento per la Provincia di Padova, vol. II ) f Padua

GORRA S . " Test! ..Inedi ti_di sjgyJ£J5S^.g5fL J?60!:^^.. 
sulle L'-.-endo Troiano In ..TtaliaT Turin iB-"7.

SRSHSIMEE w. Ferrgya • , r tie. S ty le a_ Renaiss- nee Despot ism . 
Princeton 1973.



GtJSSO A. Mestro sot o il Govorno del ? a 8e£enis«?ima, unpublished,
4PMMMMMMRHMNftViqf*IMMi9tMMMMI^^ • • • » .--««.«* i- •- ,»•** •< • MM***--- v r-i gaM^iyi jm El,*-**** .; .»..*i.«n.i. -.^ , ~ •<-" HMWIMWW » » »

Padua University thesis, Facoltaai .'-tagxstero, a. a. 1970-1,
ed. fALE J* HenaiS'^ancg Venice^ London 1973.
H&RLTHY D» •Direct and Indirect Taxation in Tuscan trrban Finance,

c* 1200 - Ifoo 1 , Finances e?: Conptabilit^- Urbaincs du xiTle
s 1964, (Acts of the Col Toque Inter­ 

national;, Blait&enborge, 6-9 Sept* 1962) *
D« 'The Population of vcrona in the First Century of 

Venetirn Rule*, o-.-', J.H^LE gcaa 1 s r-ancg.^ VeniCjO » London 1973*
« es Toscans et _

gtude du , jr catas to, a F;'; qpentin d<a ..1>4£7 1 Paris 1078. 
,|^ Padua inm tlie riAge of _ Dante, Manchester l r >66. 

JACOBY D* Society Qt^g^ographie.^ J^z^n^vnea 't, Men ?oggni,gutfjLat ing ,
London 1975. 

JOHES p. 'Florentine Farailiar, and Florentine Diaries in the
Fourteenth Century % gftpgrs _o£ the . ^British .School .at.L Home, 

. vol, XKIV.v n,$.*xi t 195^. 
JONSS p. «per la S tori a Agraria Italian a nel Medioevot Lineament i

e Problem! f t :?«s»i, LXXVI, 1%4,
JONES P. eha.ptor VXt section 2, '•< Medieval Agrarian Society in 

its i^rime * Italy*), of cambridcre ^conomicTJ!istor^ : of 
, 2nd ed« vol. I, pr>, 340-431 f Cambridge 1966*

roni» B» f Government and society in Renaissance Padua 1 , Jo»umal of 
Hedioval and renaissance Studies, vol« 2 no. 2, pail 1972 »

mattroceBto villa_
...yene.tQi (in the course of publication), 

LAffiS F. f naval Actions and Fleet organization* 14^^1502* , in
ed, j«HAL& gfnaisB,ance Venice, London 1973.

LAHE F» 'The Funded Dobt of the Venetian Republic t 1362— 148S f f 
in Venice and Hittiwfe

)t ' c,Lano. Baltimore
F* 'Venetian Bankers 14% ** 1533% in Veni^^ridLjIistOTX cit.
r • Jfe niee:i; . A^. j^gyjt i^^-^F1!^1^^!1 Baltimore/London 1^73. 

J« The . C^irnune.. of V :g^°^§ ̂ ^4^.-^^® t ian Tr gu.,lg .. r f 1*0^^1405. L to
to r145!>» unpublished, Oxford finiverilty D.Phil. thesis, 1974.

v,""*Beni Carraresi e Proprietarl Venesiani*, in studi 
in r Onore, ,,.4i .^ino .....Luasat t^, l t Milan H50.

»La Rappresentanaa d©i Contadini presso il Veneto 
Luogotenente del la Patria del Friuli*, in studi e ,Frammenti, 
Mine 1903* 

L5XCH? P«*Un Hoviraento Agrafio nel cinquecento 1 , in ^H^it^tJ. Vari
di Gtoria del Qiritto Italiang, X , Milan 1943. 

ItORSHSOni a., Piippfi'.^i^d'ova R i tra t to .diniT0na^ ,.,cl 1 1 A , Vicensa
1973 t (introd* by sJiSTYXNiT. 

LOWEY M* 'The Heforra of the Council of loan, 158? -3: an Tins ot tied
Problem ?*, Srtudi..Vmgj8iani XIII, 1971.

LOZZA7TO C»» 'II Debito Pubblico nel Siotema Finansiario Venesiano 
d©i Secoli XITI-XV 1 , Wuova ...?lvista Storica, 19? 9, fa^c. 6.

G. f l r^restiti del 1 a ^epubblica di Veneaia 1 , in Document i 
Finansiari del 10 ^gp. &$• yrej?ez^'Et> Berie III v61. II, P1529: •

0 Q. Storia [^cononicn di Veneaia dall'XT al XVT Secolo,

a^dl fs^ V



MAV.8TT H. Hqrcenarios and their Mastery London
«• T?Isa ani FlorSfce iiTthe Fifteenth Century: Aspects 

of the Period of the First Florentine Domination* , in 
ed. H.nOBlHSTElB Florentine s tudios . rgUtflca ̂ and ociety

flogence, "" r "" "
mtv« nice and its Condottieri, 1404-34 V in ' ed, J.HALS

Hcnaisnance Venice, London 1973.
HAtOCSLi.1 A* ^»feninistras5ion© del Territorio Padovano clurante 

la Repubblica dl Vanesia*, in Padova. 1969, (periodical).
0. »aCostlsione, diVonoia^ 

Consiglio» (volume secondo) t Florence 1931.
MARCffcsxifX C5. 'La toga di Cambray e le Spese di Gtierra di un 

Comuno nolla Riviera Banac@nse f f AtV.^ t» X f 1875. 
L. f l*a crlsl Flnansiarla a Plrensc dal 1494 al 130 * f

I <t CXII,
HARKS L« *The Financial Oligarchy in Florence under Lorenso 1 , in

.n» JACOB Italian Honaig nance g.tudles^. London 1%0. 
I*. Layyers and statecraft in ¥anals5ance Florence,«l»<Mli«<»|rtft*fc»»»*»l>**»l^ MI, •>PHaaOn«iliMl«iilii >»»m»'i»pi]« tf i n^impiiMni iiMii|MiiB>nniiii««iiMi«Mi*aMlnimi i*fmm> - ^*tw«**»«^mt******" w

Princeton 1968.
e Bonif iche Von^t©. ...jguida

, Padua
0 e. 'Eicorche Intorno alia vita e all'tebiente del 

Rusaate e di Alvlse Cornaro 1 , Italia ; ]igdi^:;ovale^G omanigticgt 
VII, 1964. -, .

X 7» f -Glorgio Soanarlva Rima|ore Veronese iel Secolo

HOLHO A* Florentine Public Finances In. the S,arly g
«|IMIk^«MMMttMlMW^^» <miii ^HMi»MH>p>»H>m.l**[iliiMil»»i i /HMMI arwinin milBtamr •i«r»iMM^MtiiiiM<i»iin«niMtii»INIMIl(»Bl«uaiM^^ piu(«iMi^Mwiip

14QC-1433, Cambridge (MassTT 1971*
H01*M®?3TI P* *X1 Coiitral>rando sot to lr- RepubUlica Veneta*,

e Memorie H»I.y«^ii»A.j,,» a.
C. *I1 Cenoo stabile dalle Provincie @& Venete*, in

A tt i^Agcgdgjia Veronese t sarie I, 29 f 1851*
13."^ f l*o Studio di Padova, le Bpiteaie ed-'i Contagi dur­ 

ante il G verno della R^?nibblica Veneta 1403-1797% in
e Doaanont i per.,, la Stor ia dl i.. . Pnivepsi t di

t voU , Padua. 1022.
E, 'Bank Money IB Venice to the Mid Fifteenth Century 1 *
¥*.. Honeta noli •gconomla. Guropej|.t. SecoH . i XTTi~>:viil > 

(Atti della Settima Settimana di Studio, tstltuto Intor- 
nacionale wFrancesco Datinl 11 ! Prato, In the course of pub- 
lication),

6* * Lineament! per la Storia dell^Am-lnistraeione 
della Repubidiea Veneta 1 , in MT Ales^ndro .t'Ug.
Archivi di Stato Italian! i Miscellanea di s.tudl storlci,
vol. II f Florence 1933.
?; V. *!>el Maglstrati cho Ebbexo Inger*ensa nella Zecca
VonotaS A>^.» T. XIV t 1877.

PAPAfXJPOLI U. li© iloncte di ..Venogia, Venice 109^. 
PASSR nO C, •Dati Statistic! o riotizie intorno al 'tovinento della

Poix>la2ione Oresclena durante il Dominio Veneto 1426-1797'•
Archivio Storico Lonbardo, aerie 9 vol. T f 1^61. 

Pimi P» II Rlnascimento © la crisl tiilltare italianay mrin 195-•



PJMO BEAffCA A. fl Cormine di Padova sotto la Dominaate nel Secolo
X?*# At.tl e fjyWig S^T^^g.LyA^. XCTZI 1933-4 (Ranporti
Amminis tr a t ivi © P inans iarTST'"-^ l-xcv 1 1 1536-7, 1037-8 
(La Politica Bconomica di Venezia nal cooune Paclovano).

FIHO BRANC* A« f l»e Famiglie riumerose nella Legislasione Tributaries
Padovana del Secolo XV 1 , Atti e Hemorie RtAccad+S ff L,ed A+ ift
padoya» 50, 1934, 

FIliO BRA CA A* 9 L*8secu2ione Foroata per Debit i d*lm|x>sta nella
legislation* Finanssiaria Padovana 1 , B f.^.»c»iP^ n*s«» a* IX
1933.

PIVA E* l&Ji£S£^^ 189^-94, 
PtVA B* ViQgJa,. Scalijpri^ p^arraresi^ gtoria di una prsecugione

' Secolo, Rovigo lS'i:>*
, Padua

p« f ll Regime Fiscale o te ogane in Spoca Veneta in Sap- 
porto ali fAdige* f Una _ r .Cittft .,e uil Suo

, Verona 1977*
FSSTO P. V©n@gia e. i ffiopchi* Florence 1975.
ed, PULtiAN B» or is is and Chancre in the Venetian Soomr-y in the

*WMWM»* ^*««MMKHk^h-'NairtW|tiM».-)^«^j.' «^ -(***>«»*•. 1*- / WMw^fl-artw^r,^,-*.'-^,. ^ .- ^4^)^*,^w.'v-.v-^.- l *>w**^*^«--.. "i MM>i ---• --rrr- - -r: —- - "•iiii-miM*^- nmr-iHinOanrr— -• rr- • -iCT

Venetian Scono^ty in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth C&nturieo r
*ttmmi**r('—r-m- r • • r- T - -int n i r nim n i n mniiiMinniimoi»ilff*r i nji iaiiiumomHTi.ni WOK\ - m<mm m..\* m n » •rtiiiniii<a«mwV.mciuCTiMMiiiMp mm mni woir [ mrij . .1 1 nm- rn n- f i in»M*iiin mi 1 1 1 i rm in m. rui x ; - -4E3l^-«^H|IMHHNM«HiMmw«w«Aft

London 19SB»
^ B« R ich and._.o>y. in ReMis s ance . V en.ice t Oxford 1971*__ _

'The occupations and investments of the Venetian . n ta© Mid lie and fcater Sixteenth Centuiy', in
ed* J«nAIiC Sgftaisgaacc V^nicot London 1973.

L. f L 9 Universit^ doll'Arte de'la Lana a Padova* f 
n» f-4), 192

ROB3RTI M* Lfji ,_c:oy^g^asi-cmi j^adoyaao a 4 * Ar t i e ! jes t icy i t Venice, ir\i <r>
A>* •

S« Storia Docunentata di Vendsia f Venice 1S53-*61.
ROMAHO 2« *I*a Storia Bconomica dal Secolo XIV al Settocepto*,

in (sinaudi) Sjoria _ d * I tg.lia , 11 parte 2, Turin 1974. 
RUBIHSTB1H !!• 'Italian Reactions To Terrafema Expansion in the

Fifteenth Century f f in eel. j tnAts ggriai s s ance jr £nic§ » cit. 
A* Vneti e Tnpca'iali Trcyiso' al tempo'

SAVXOLO P* '
della Gitt| di.. Padova t Pailua 

SBRXZlotiO L. *l3er la storla dol ! e university d'ltalia - Hassegna f t
Lettero Ita1.ia.ne 1973* ®* xxv «» 3. 

SBRT2rr,o L, »?esi di'^aurea sulla Storia delinmiversit^ di
Padova (1949-50 — 1 963-70) ', in ^adorni per la Stor'a
dell 'University di £adova, 6 t 1974. 

SGA&D80N& B. De. Ant igui tate" j»lf is patavii, Basle 1560.
^ZZ A, Antonio oaratglla , ;T£sc. D.V.S.P. itl f 10, 1-16.
SZZ A. 'Contributo alia storia del'ie CongiurG P
»A»V^ n.3. t. X.XXT f 1116.
x. La Franlia^ del _ ..Notai ja_ .?.j^d^ya dalje Ori<|ini al 

XV, unpublished tliesis of Pa«iia 'anivcspoityT Fa«bltS di 
Magisstero, a. a. li67-<>8*

F* Venegia^e ?ap_ar .ciulio, tl^. Padua 1962. 
SZMZOHZ A. Storia ^ di radova dal'! e .Orirrini al^a £ine dol S 

XVITT, Padua 1968.



SITTA P. 43ar' rTio sulie Istitusioni Finansiarie del .Ducato 5$t-
ense net Secoli XV e XVI 1 , Atit3lmd[elTi.a r_pQjguta.z.iQ|jig Ferr arose

Gtoria Patrja* vol. ilz f "Vlr>l. ~" ~ '~
A, |liiTCo^inQ ntiralc ( . jJol.1 >̂ îcnnin6. ..Smi 1 iano nel S ecoli 
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ABBi^VtATIOKS AMD IKDTgATlOHS .CQ!ICBRt;T(3 THS TCT

ffre following nb- roviations have boen used:

Atti © Heraorie (l#) Accadt 3,L* ed A« in Padova - for (fceaie)
AC'-atiemia di Sciense, Lettero ed Arti*«* 

A.S.T. * for Archivio storico Italiano 
A,s,?t - for Archivio di stato» Padova 
A»s»v* - for Archivio di stato, venezia 
A»V», A*V""T., ?**A*v f - for Archivio Veneto, Archivio Veneto-

Tridentino, ff^ovo Archivio Veneto 
B*H£.P* ~ for Bollet^ino del Museo civicof Padova 
D*n*z« - for 0i«ionario Biografico degli italiani, (Rom^ 1960 -) 
Misc«Aion» (£•) D*V*s*p, - for Miscellatiea/hoiiamonti di Storia

venota, (scale) Depatasione veneta di storia Fatria 
Atti e Hemorie (E») X«V«£»»L«A« - for (Reale) rstituto Veneto

di scien2tef I*ettere ad Arti 
W* B#H,/Brit*/n*P./cmirini staiapalla - to refer to namiscrints

housed in, respectively the Bibliotoca Nasionale Harciana,
venieey the British Library t l^ondonj the niblioteca civica, 
Padua; the nuirini stampalia Library, Venice,

£*X»s* - for terais itaiiearw- scriptores, (2nd edition unless 
otherwise specified)

t^.S*l« - for Rivista storica xtaliana

All footnotes have been grcmped at the ond of chapters; any 
'inconvenience that this may cause to readers is regretted*

the tm units of currency connonly referred to are the Ducat, 
ttiich was divided into^ twntyfour qyos^i (each of these worth
thirtytm> piccoli) g and the SjjSroJ^Lrg|erSl4> ^ici divided into 
twenty gola^'leacb of these worth twelve giccoli)* Th© Lira^di 

if subdiliided into the sara© units as the Lira di . Ficcoli
but la^orth sixtytm> times as mich, need not concern tisj nor need 
the spedif icationftv »afaes and dates of issue of the coins in 
circulation* Lire di jgiccgli. and ducats were freoly mingled in 
both p^orments and accounts of public moneys 9 with occasional 
reference also to florins, (not of Venetian minting), ^yhich 
yere usually wrth rnarciinally loss than ducats* '^uriHg our per- 
iofl one ducat was equivalent to six lire and four sol^di. of Lire 
di piccoli, (For this information, and an account of Venetian 
minting in the later fifteenth cu^taiy, see f^PAPADePOLt Le 
t'onet© di Venesia, Venice 1893 § pp* 8 ff; t )
«*HM-'««lMMMMH*«N*MIII*^«»*|Mt1 <W»>^ -^WP««w<*«|W»»-. -'•*•*>•

The only units of measure referred to are the ganr>o_. Padovano , 
a unit of surface area corresponding to 3,862 smiare notror 9 
and the staio padoyano or bushel, (twelve of which nado up a 
f ogf]io) • worth one third of a v,?netian staio and equivalent to 
0*0^83 of A (Hlbie metro - cfr« L»r,TS..;R Land ownership and ^gal 
Conditions in the Pfldovano during the Lator id 'lo Ages, (oxford 
I> t Phil, thesis 1967^ unpublished pp. 4 :>1 £f.)i
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The century of Padua *r» greatest power in northern Italy 
the thirteenth, ^hen it arguably dominated the Veneto, under 

first the signorial regitti© of Earelino da Homano, imperial 
Vicar of Frederick II, and then the Cosrmne restored at his 
fall in 1256* The arrival in Xt$ly of the emperor Henry of 
ttacemburg, in 1310, was the external circumstance i^ich initiat­ 
ed the rapid weakening of the city's influence, and so too of 
its internal political stability, paving the way for the Signory 
of the Da Carrara family* First invited in 1318, and permanent 
after 1328, their regime marked the gradual decline of Con unal 
political forms and transformation of Comma! society. The 
successive' carrarese £i,g$or|t of the fourteenth century competed 
among the agivessively contending territorial powers of the PO 
valley, till in 1405 .Venice conquered, and annexed Padua, Vicenza 
and Verona, so absorbing the full vostvard extent of former 
Carrarese influence to institute a regime destined to continue 
for four centuries, as long as the Serenissi^a itself* 1

In conquering Padua, Venice had decided to remove once 
and for all the possibility of a hostile presence immediately 
west of its then slender mainland territory* The nucfe discussed 
economic interpretation of this move - the transfer of Venetian 
investment from cornered to land, and the development of
ferma trading and food supply to compensate for losses observed 
or feared in foreign and especially eastern markets - is insuff­ 
icient and unconvincing, ?h«§ trends in question ^ere part of a 
long and gradual process, begun before 1405 and bv no means com­ 
plete t*r> centuries later, whose acceleration was a feature ^ore 
of the sixteenth than the fifteenth century* The possession of 
**ie torr'aferma state was of course essential to these changes, 
but neither the data of economic activity nor the initial direct­ 
ives of Venetian government of the provinces support the idea 
that the motivation of conquest was influenced by desiro to 
hasten them,

The political strategy* of conmiest to prevent tho don- 
ination of the PO valley by a hostile power§ was a further and



more drastic move in the* Republic's gradual involvement in 
the alliances and territorial ambitions of the mainland cities» 
Earlier diplomatic and military action had failed to safeguard 
communications along the Veneto rivers for Venetian traffic, 
With Padua in danger of suffocation, ar> a buffer zone between 
the pressures exerted by Venice to the east and the ^caligerl 
and Visconti to the west, Francesco x and 
attempted to free themselves from dependence by the creation 
of a territorial state, esctendintf westwards towards Verona and 
eastwards towards Friuli. Venice's narrow escape in the War of 
ChiogTia, emphasised the danger of carrarese ambitions, but the 
advance of siangaleaszo Visconti caused the temporary eclipse 
of their regime, between Iff? 8 and 1350, throwing a fn&ch weakened 
Francesco it briefly into alliance with the Republic, in the 
vacuum of power at ciiengaleasr,o*s death, renewed carrarese 
aggression demanded decisive action.

The process of Venetian political involvement in the nain- 
land, already marked in the fourteenth century by the occupation 
of Trcviso in 1339, w&s further extended in the second quarter 
of the fifteenth by repeated wars against Milan, until in 1453 
the Peace of Lodi settled Venice 1 ? western borders in Brescia* 
Bergamo and Crema - firmly in L^mbardy. To the north and er sjfe, 
the Republic f s borders then ran along or near the line of the 
Alps, enclosing Feltre, aeliuno and the Patriarchate of Aouileia* 
There were greater obstacles to territorial absorption to the 
south: the princely states of ?*antua and Perrara were solidly 
established, ^iile Papal claims td temporal jurisdiction in 
central Italy were an influential dis uasion against am exations. 
Venice's major preoccupation in the first half of the century 
was not with its southern neighbours, and the gains aceunulato 1 
elsouhore influenced the climate of diplomatic relations alter 
Lodi, when distrust of the R«?pttblic*s ambitions was widespread. 
Nonetheless, it acquired holdings to the souths Ravenna in 1441, 
Cervia in 146% Hovigo and the Polesino in 1482, and then 
Rimini and Faensa at the fall of the Dorgia state in 1503.



••'•" '•' These gains from the PS^C^ belonged to «3 new ora of 
diplomacy and warfare* tine Italian -ars, in which the r»&rt 
ation of the n&iropean powers outte transformer the scale and 
conserruences of relations and rivalries between the major Ital­ 
ian states. As the strongest Italian powerf Venice was able at 
first to gains not only Rimini and Paenssa* but also Cremona and 
the Ghiaradadda from the territory of Milan* the Puglian ports 
frora tbe Kingdom of Naples, cities in Friuli from the snperor 
Maximilian t Hut in 1509 t terminal point of this study* defeat 
by the Italian and European allies of the League of eanbrai in 
the Battle of /gnadello threatened the Sepublic's pos ession 
of the whole t^raf&m^ empire« Though soon to be recovered by 
the Sjignggia* the mainland, cities - Padua among then - TOTO for 
a brief period independent ageing their control by Venice* for 
many years uncniestitoied* seoraed to be lost*

Padua's ternary secession from Venice in 1509 provides 
a perspective for the research presented below* vhich endeavours 
to analyze certain administrative aspects of Venetian rule and 
their political anl social content in the second half of the 
fifteenth century s the stability1* and duration of the Venetian 
regime were then no longer in cmestion, and the characteristics 
of government of the tgerrafarma state were emerging or already 
apparent. The triumphant progress of the ^public's fifteenth 
century conquests serve<! to ^nphasisse tho contrast between the 
old Padua* seat of an independent princely state, and Venetian 
Padua f one among several subject provinces ruled by the sig|BCjria»

The chosen limits of the present study* of theme and 
chronological span* TOTO imposed by the abundance of the nator- 
ial for consideration and the corresponding scarcity of preced­ 
ing historiography. Tt is perhaps trite, but true* to emphasise 
how historians* interest has been slow to turn from the qrand 
and spectacular themes international diplomacy and corr-erce, 
and the stater, and societies x^ich trere their protagonists - to 
raoro diverse and often humbler questions. Yet a subordinate state



or society is no less valid as a historical subject} indeed 
study of the relations between it and its dominating force 

adds to our knowledge of both - and attracted the curiosity of 

Machiavelii, who remarked ««•• dl tutto 1@ servit& dure quolla 

& durissima che ti sottorsette a una republican l*una ™»**ch6 la 

d ?i& dttrabile*.. 1'altva pwch£ il fine delia republica & 

inorvare ed indeb6lire, per accresceve il cofcpo suo, tutti gli 

altri corpi. II che non fa uno principe*,. (who) il piu deXle 

volte ama le citt& su© suggette aqualiuontOtt. 1 *2 set against 

the traditional vieir o£ Venice as a ^rl&e 9 restrained and peace­ 

ful rulor, rospactftxl and deferential towards local cuatom and 

privilege, this opinion invites evaluation; yet the genre 9 

study of the policies of a conqueror, and their reverberations 

ir* both conquoring and domiiiated societies, is © relatively 

unexplored one in the content of veneto History.
A considerable probl^s, in £act, in t*ie preparation of 

this study was posed by the need to balance and tie two separate 

cities f two centres of government» two social structures 9 

Sources of ovidcmco. The difficulty te- not been completely 

resolved? the product is history of both Padua and ?enicef 

the analysis soraetime^ separate? the ttEO» sometimes joins them« 

This alternation of focus inclines to detract from the clarity 

and unity of the discussions ad vhile defects of this nature 

are obviously not only the fault of the material, it is fair to 

say that shifting lines of argument represent the situation of 

change* with separateness and assimilation both apparent in re- 

lationg between Padua and Venice. Another methodological problem 

is posed by the rclcvanc© of much of the Venetian evidence for 

the whole of the terrafe^T^a state f not merely Padua; much has 

therefore been stated about Venetian directives and policies 

which is equally applicable to other province, so detracting 

from the concentration of discus ion on Padua - another sign of 

the extent of its absorption into a larger body.

While the accompanying bibliography contains a full list 

of studies onsulted t it is inportant to emphasise tivo shortage



of published analysis directly bearing on the subject chosen. 
Useful for its rounded vision of tho city, but written about 
an earlier period* is Hyde's Padua in tho Me of Dante, studies

" " mm***-* nniinimi immtmltwM inlin - **m ,.i«. a,*t*Mr**'****~i »i«i,. ,^»» «•>»•',—«u»

of the city in the first century of Venetian rule are fe^f the 
standard being sot by the lengthy contractions of Pino Branca
(tl Cteune di Padova sotto la Dominant© nel Secolo XV) t and

-•[-••••—•— i -rmrrmvrf

aonardl (i Padovani tibelli alia ftepubhllca di ?r<n08ia)« Histories
of Venice largely fail to conaldor thd terrgfgrma in its own 
right, and specialist studies on the various aspects of Venetian 
adaixtlstration* especially those regarding the mainland, are • 
generally lacking, As far as the two research chapters of this 
study are conccirnedt fhe Vimetian array is only now being resetted 
f:rom scholars* neglect, tftlle for the worleing of Venetian state 
finances at this time there is vi^ry little beyond the fragmentary 
documentation and commentary o£ ttte first volume of Bilanci 
erali, published la the last century. Tfeo most int«*0stifi 
of a general . ctoracter concerning Venetian rule of the terraferma 
is Ventura*s riobllt'l e iwolo nella ^>oviet5 Venota* radical and'•itiiiiii BMII ^%u»i<fci«iii •>- #>ua m\*miM*'inm^*Mm<.\»****'*-'-+.>"***#**** • +&u**w,-*'*'^*- •*.-+-, 'MM^M*, riMi«MH0iMMM«fc-tuM4'-*«.-*»d«iwt**i^<» w

perceptive in its Judgements, though necessarily prepared from 
a rather summary appraisal of tho evidence | much of the analysis 
•presentee! la this study could bo said to bo an expansion of 
themes o.p<3»d up in his book,

*n contrast to the scarcity of secondary works, document-* 
ary sources are atmndant, despite certain gaps and difficulties 
of access. Detailed reference? to the abundant material in the 
state archives of Padua and Venice ap-xsar in tfce general biblio­ 
graphy, a*K$ notes accompanying the text, and it is of relevance 
here Iso inarlc the limits and omissions of the present study. All 
the major series covering public administration in the Padwan 
state archive ver& consulted, bat little account was taken of 
the extensive material in Hhe notarial and religions houses 1 and 
Institutions* records, or in the Sstirai t while the disordered 
incidence of documents in the Territorlo series prevented .Pttli 
use of its respurcos* Similar coverage of the series of the 
councils of state and principal magistracies wa r at omptec! in



the Venetian state archive, though it contains little in the 
way of administrative correspondence and reports OKchanged 
betrcon the capital and the J^e:^a£grna ~ gacg the unearthing 
of unindexed material. The tax declarations recorded for the 
Venetian decima survive frora 1513 onwards; they i»ere not con­ 

sulted, and both they and their ?a<!uan counterpart (the sstlml) 
require the work of a team and tnodern technical methods for 
their data to yield more solid information than single examples 
or partial surveys can give*

Very little of the relevant archive material is published, 
cause of the often lengthy footnotes tuat follow, but the other 
prlsiary sources f especially diaries* ar© of easier access • 
Contemtsorary Paduans* diaries, histories and chronicles are
not generally in print, bat they were of little use for this

•» 
study 0** whereas the publisher! diaries of tfoo Venetians Sanudo
aai Priuli are the most valuable &acn<? a aumber of contemporary
records, covering t!ie end of our chosen period* The series of

»

l del Heforl Venati now annearin*? in print constitutes
*iTitf mmuiijiini mi m «'im**iwt*mt*iu\imt i •uMftn.iii[i«ni"«i.-ii.iiMMimwin *f>*»m *•

a precious codex of Information relating mainly td c^aturies 
latoi% than tho fifteenth, though still Important £or the early 
government of the mainland.

The abundance of source material, and the scarcity of 
published stu4lesf leave the way open for a great deal of re-* • 
search on tlie inter-relation of Padua and /enlce - econonic, 
Juridical, political, social, cultural? t-*ls study concentrates 
on military organisation and tax, chosen as tw of the major 
arees in vhich Venetian administration had to develop most, to 
deal with problems of aoveraaent of a type and scale that wore 
tfte consequence of the toyyaJP.erma state's creation. The emphasis 
la laid on institutions 1 functioning and effect, more than on 
t^eir juridical conception, in an anwoach Intended to comple­ 

ment the precise but sometimes abstract tone of constitutional 
history. The broader context of the research presenter has been 
partly given by the chronology of diplomacy with which this

is completed in t*ie pages tliat follow by a brief
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survey of the province of Padua v s geographical and economic 
characteristics and a summary glance at politics and society, 
in the first century of Venetian rule*

Paaua f s position in the Po valley is thlrtyfive kilometres 
^@st of Venice, at a similar distance from its other in-mediate 
neighbours - ^reviso to the northeast, Vicenza to the we<it, 
and Rovigo near the Po to the south, in Venetian times these 
were the cities <&no3e jurisdiction bordered Padua's, along ^rith 
Verona (vest of vicensa, but with territory mo-ting the ?adovano 
on the Adige), Mestre* the dogado (Venice* 3 urban Jurisdiction 
reached to the edge of the lagoon) and Bas^ano (a small hill 
torn to the north) * The territorio Padovano^ in the fifteonth 
century corresponded r^gfcly in area and shape to the modem 
province; the city lay approximately at t'-.»e centre, vithin a 
day's ride of nost localities, nearer to tfce north-eastern 
border with the Trevigiano and further frow the southwestern 
reaches Insyond the CollJ* nuganei* Venetian noble
sverable both to Venice and to the |gd^£t^ and Captain of Padua, 
discharged rostricted routine functions of administration and 
justice in camposa^piero, Ca^telbaldo, Clttadella, $stef Mcmael- 
ice, ?*ontagnana and Fiove di Sacco; and Paduan Vicars, with rnore 
limited competence, had charge of the disteetjj. of Angiiillara, 
Ar<rtttii Conselvo, r^lrano, oriago and 7eolo« The overall extent 
of the province was somevh&t greater than today* 3 2,140 squaoE*e 
kilometres (555 §03 5 cegnpi gad:;:yaRi in tho old r^c'<oning) : accord­ 
ing to Beltvami it measured 8, 293 » 92 sriuaro kilometres, (or 
533,529 cagpi ) , though a variety of estimates around the raid' lie 
of the sixteenth century put the t^tal as high as 800,000 
or 3,or>0 square kilometres* 3

The land of the Padovano is almost uniforthly flat, the 
exception being tfie lov but steep cuganean hills, of volcanic 
originc vhich lie soutiixr-r-t of ^adua. -?ith so tnuch lo:/-lying

/:; • 'fa;', 1 '. .K.

land the TOte^cotiy^es nro many, vital for drainage and - in 
Venetian tiraes - for communications. The main x/a tor courses



then four* the Huson, run; ting from Cam*x>sanpioro along the 
border trit'i the TrevlgiaBO, southwef> twards towards the Venetian 

lagoon? the Br&nta, entering the province from Bas^ano and 

curving northeast of the city to flow through the distretto 

of Piove di Racco, and so to the lagoon; the Dftcchigllore, 
running fron Vicenza to Padua and then southeast towardn Chioggia; 
and the Adige, southern boundary of the province (and till 1483

a state) f descending from Verona.^ canals linked
the Bacchiglion© and Branta to each other, and with the city, 
feeding a network of urban waterways; particularly important Bo* 

comrmniisations were ctWs running from Padua to the to?ms at 

the southern end of the Sugaaei (,,ste, MoasellcQ f Batt:aglia) f 
and east via str& to the Venetian lagoon at Llaaafttsina (the 

canal 'del Piovego^. itlrrer traffic vas most intense on the Adiget 

on the soatfcsrn edge of the province t na.vijnble isieli b^rosad^th® 

Fadovano, as far as Verona, The network of roads t besides carry­ 
ing internal traffic, included a siection of the ^ain land i*ot..it© 

froia Vonic© towards Milan* running through the city and on to 
If icenssa .

The countryside is for tho *nost part alluvial plain,

fertil©f and criss-crossed orains flowing towards the major 
watercourses j marshland was oo^-^on in the Renaissance periodt 
especially along the Adigo and in the areas adjoining the lagoont 

some of it kept flooded for its yield of fish. The hill-land 

of the rmganei produced the best wine, though grapes TCT^ - con^on- 

ly growi in the plain too* wine was second in importance to the 

province's major yield, cereals, (in particular wheatj^lth 
Venice drawing heavily OB both commodities, cereal (and other) 

prices, apart fror? te-wrary seasonal fluctuations, ap^^ear to 

have risen little through the fifteenth century, thougli they 

moved sharply in the sixto< nth, a^ denographic increase pro­ 

voked inflation and the extension of cultivation* The radovano f s 

grassing land served the needs of local livestock as veil as 

transient flocks of sheep* whoso pattern of tranchumance brought



them south to winter, and leave tJieir wool on sale in 
A considerable proportion of the land was uncultivated or 
woodland, though how much in relation to the tghole can only 

be assessed very approximately' in view of the uncertainty over 

tfre province^ overall extent.?
Population levels of trie fifteenth ctatury were below 

those of th© fourteenth. In 1397 th© city had counted between 
30,000 and 35 vOoot basic at its pre-Blaelc Death level, (35»ooo 
in 1320)? but the final vars waged by the Can-ares!, aecoM|MMfe» 
ied by disease aiid perhaps sone return to the countryside, yon 

the ca se of a considerable fall - to 2Qtono or fewsr according 
to data for 1411* 1430 and 1435* The middle and later dasadea 
of the centttry appear to have been o£ gradual and partial 
recovery; though there was tio expansion of th© city wavis, 
evidence of building activity in the suburbs corroborate an 
estimate of about 27*000 £or around 1509« tfore rapid growth then 
follo'&iedf witl'i estimates between 1548 and 1558 ranging from 

34 10?5 to raorf* than 38»G-0» Scarcer data for the territorio 
sugaest a similar pattern of movemout - 130tOOO or more ia 
139?t (doubled since tho 63>300 or so of 1281), recovering losses 

slowly tinrougli tlie fifteenth centuxy* and tor^ rapidly in the 
slxteeuth t to reach about 130tOOO by the estimates of 154H-5S^ 
Slow demograpiiic increase9 or rathor recovery• was the general 
trend IE fifteenth centurjr Italy, and if the population of the 
ffBritorio befeafied in roughly similar fashion to that of Padua9 
w® may guess at a population total In the whole pr vinco of tiie 
ordca?^120 fooo at the turn of the eenturyt betveen a cmartor 
and a fiftli in the cityf vith tlo*ee ouartors to four fifths in

tlie territopio*' 1 the trends in cultivation vould appear to 
iiave been similar? the carraresi wars had caused a good deal of 

formerly tilled land to revert to fallow, but there in scattered 

evidence of boniflca in the fifteenth century; udth cultivation 
so heavily dependent on tae availability of labou± v it is reason­ 

able to iafop si»ltaneous t modest Monographic and econ >nic



The econonic life of the pr^ince centred round fae cityf 
vitii the Padovano feovns unimportant by comparison, The economic 
subordination of the tggritcyio was cause and coasequence of tfce 
city's political and social dominance, in the period of the com­ 
munes, statutes had narked the progressive extension of Padua*s 
jurisdiction over the padovaao, favoured the flov of produce to­ 
wards the city, and privileged the economic intoro ts and legal 
standing of the citizens and their community in their relations 
vith the inhabitants of the countryside. T^Q territorial state 
of the oarraresit growing out Q£ the Con und, confirffced the city fs 
position as the centre of walth, and the point of distribution 
and consumption of the province's economic product^0

The majority of Padua *s ridier inhabitants were rentier 
families*, living principally o£l the agriculturo of tlieir estates,

the main element of co^'-'erce was the conversion of Pactuan
vool into cloth, and itsasalo** otoca* citi2ons were engaged in 
the activities which accompanied the hignor living standard of
a city i In the trade and artisan guilds, and in the business of 
letters a&d learning? - notaries, doctors, lawyers and teachers

£-1 instiTotitfh
in the university, ^o£ great economic as veil as cultural in-* 
portance)P The poorer city~<3r#all€-r£ ^rovidod the workforce for 
the clot- in£ustryf arJ labour for the papccor^ing and dis$rib-» 
uting of the various commodities serving the city's consumer needsi

under Venetian rule in the fifteenth century 9 the economic 
self-sufficiency of the Republic's new provinces, most of them 
formerly independent torritorl-l units t v/os lergcly preserved, 
together *idth the tTeighting of economic, political and social life 

around the cities* vet econo&ic life and trofiic did not renain 
paj?ocli,ialj the tgrc$ferna f s economic activity, Padua's in part* 
icular, Wcis subject to the growing intervention of both indiv 
iOual Voiiotianfi *ind the state. Though covering a variety of coci.t- 
ercial nnd entrpreneurial ventures, the main intcrert of ^rivate 
individuals (and of institutions) war: in tlie purclaasc.- of land, 
sought for its agricultural produce, and often to gain posr>esr-ion

j>»-ectS<?
of a country house. The timing and overall extent of thesebpur-
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chases are the subject of speculation, bat the fifteenth cen­ 

tury (in a less spectec-ncr fashion t an tfce sixteenth) wss a 
period of intense Venetian property-buying in the rxrovtnee, 

with tho consequence of boosting the passage of produce towards 
the capital* Tills channel ling of food yas part of the state f s 

policy, already facilitated by its sale of oxterisive estates to 
Venations* .and its concern tritH the provision sf food and other 
raw r^aterialft went beyond e^eburfcfjSnfl rxrivpte action to take 
'the form of interventions to control the flow and consumption 
of basic cmmoditles, in particular grain and timber* without 
proraotiag general economic exchange between the different pro** 
vincos, the gradual result of Venetian state control and, pri~ 

vate investment wes to tie each provinces eeonoray to the ca-
pitcl*8 t. in a s«rie» of individual relationahipr* t which in

- • ' •• • 1*3 
Fadua f s ca^e diveloped early and strongly*""

• Padua's attraction and i-nportance for Venice were econo^ 
miCf but e conbination of other qualities too* It was not its-* 
elf a city of, merchants» nor was it on Venice 1.s major trad© 
routes,with the rest of Italy and Europe, (which pass^ed Inland 

south or east of the cityt along the Fo» aad the Adige or north-
*14wards to the Alpine passes)? But it had agricultural wealth, 

and was also the first sta§e on the busy road towards Milan« 
Its university life* devotion to Paduan saints (especially St. 
Antony), the practice of *villeggriatura f and the thermal spri­ 
ngs of the Suganei were all attractions to ad^.1 to its strategic 

importance, as centre and pivot of mainland state* It was the
first city of the terrnferma, as well as cross-roads and ten-r *""""" —-• ii-""~ : "xr ^e
pora"t residence for raany Venotiaiis a-id others besides^

To pass from surveying the resources ar?.d amenities of 

the r>rovince under Venetian rule, to oulino "the characteristics
of fifteenth century paduan politics and society, it if, noccs-

"^•16 
sary to roti^rn to the no^ent of conquest,' Venice's title to

Padua was essentially Muro iusti belli'} the rival clains of 
the Carraresi were o^iminatod by tho do«»th or oxilo and por^o- 

c:tion of tho survivors, xhile effective imperial rights over tho
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•regnum itallcun* had fad«*3 after the donth of rr<V] crick IT, 
The principal weans of legitimising coricuest u&s therefore the 
Bolla d«OrQt inxtrunont or Pa- ua»!) submission to tUc £ri<p-;oria 
and vehicle of the citizens f petitions concerning tr-eir future!** 

These petitions i^re formulated at a tirce tfaer the character of 
Venetian government, an: indood the i^hole of tt o city's future, 

could hardly have been foreseen; tl'ey mingled issues of L-JLmediate 
importance, ouch ar the title to ovmerr.liip o£ former carrore^-e 

property^ * ndtb x»oferoncen to cardinal i>oints of tlie city § s life - 
the wool rmild, university* lay codof Taa^istrrtcn f jurisdiction 
and structure of courts?0 T^e provision concerning embassies 

from Padua tc Venice touched a thette later far nore signlF leant 
than tfte rights of "/enot^an d.tiznna»iip *<te intii«5 f rjfcich the 
Signoria conceded to Pachian citivcms on this occa^iont 4"

ftntisfaction ofvthe Faduans 1 r^emests on all l^ut a few 
matters gaihed Venetian rule some mencmxi o£ r- spoctability 
abroad, and the acceptance of the nes; regime vithin the cSty# 
The P0<5ttan^ 1^10 negotiated the 861if dforo wire t*ia &.^v&*\c&> 
^a^d of the poln'tical class of the Venetian period, to be
forced in tho city Council fron the sane fajr;iliea t ;iat Uacl prosp-

0*3 
ere.1 under the Carrare^i';** The re-creatit>n of the city Council
was neoesnary after the decline of t^e Com-iane's deliberative 
functions and executive responsibility throug'a tho fourteenth 
centuryf with the muting of sectional anbitionr, and r ; valrier. 
betvoon the difrer<ant col^oetivitie^ of the Co-^imal period^ 
!x>th class- and faction-base:!. As a result, the core of the city's 
loadim? ftfjuref? in 1405 tiras es^entinlt^ noble, Itv families and 
material resources freshened by the absorption of merchant 
stook in the Carrarese period, its standing r,ustaine<- l^i econonic 
weight and involw^ent in Pi<7noria3. government - v/hercas the 
decline of the old collectivities and institutional- frfintovork had 

meant the eclipse of the guilda?^
Though the dedisione of 1405 differed fron preccnling acts 

of submission by the Cornnuno to the Carrare^i in its permanence, 

the powers Trtiich passed to Venice were those formerly in tho



•arbttriura* of the ^ignore, already se^arate-l fron the Co~? -line*£5 
functions: control of the major courts, important administrat ve 
decision* and sitT^faJvision of tboir execution; conduct of diplor*- 

acy and con^and of arme ! forces; and the control of the public 

purse. After 1405 tho Venetian Councils of atato took ovor 
long-term policy debate and decision In all these areas, v!:ile 
the executive side vao principally the responsibility of tho 

city's Venetian 7»odont«\ and captain with thoir subordinate judges
*•»!• *<*|M*t»itf«MW*tf.*«|MOT • *J *•*

and knights, the /enetian cajtera r.iscal.q» snd the province's 
castellans and minor 3^deMtA»4

The Venetian eletiontB of $overnnent yore flanged by ad­ 
ministrative and eieocr'tlve organs of the P^durn Co^'^one - judges* 

notaries and ninor officials - which functioned independently 
of the city Council* The Council in fact filled no stricjrJy 
essential practical-purpose til 1 X^^O, t^e^ it obtained the 
transfer of povors from the Her.t-ori (Ppj!f2§M anc* ^aptain) to 
elect its own members as yell as various administrative offic­ 

ials* 5 its nain function uas to prov'de an arena Tor political 
debate and ambition t in ^ilch the intense conpet'tion for elect­ 
ion eontrastat1 v.»i.tf» the real insilfnific^nce cf of ice 9 vhlle 
political decirions of importance wore taVen elsovherot so that 
tae council*s najtor prcocrupation v?s to influence or convince 
autMority in V^-nico, Politics therefore foil into a rhythm of 
JhwTuantly ii5--morntQ routtnc Council iu?^tin<7S f nnd 

electoral rivals and malpractice«^
Consistent witi the effective distribution of

the forn and practice of government moved away fro^ the statutes* 

P.tyvi«t?d ."n 1*1 ?o f as they had Ix-en in 1^83 ar.cl l?62 f they 
thon never to be re-codifie-1 ^rorigh t^^t r»ho?.e Von 

whc^re before they had boon a 15vlor corpus of lavm, \;ith regulat­ 

ions for aclministra-ive practice, thoir function bogah to be 

Pilled by a nm; an^ separate aecuErlation of decisions and rulings 

emitted by w-nefeian cour.ciTr. of stntc t courts, mngistrrcies and 
officialr, often ^ine 1 - ar Venice's olltlcal philoso^y 

wished - at preserving custom, but establishing a nev administ-



rative codex in thn very set of doing ::o. Consultation of 
Faduan statutes trar certainly frequent tV»XHWigh trt fifteenth 

century, with piecemeal revision planned more than un 

but fif tec-nth century manuscript copioe of the statutes 

Jumbled 5nr«tttors ar^f postscript"', of Venetian nntorlrl, ns did 

t*ie partial printed, editions of 1482 f 1^8 and l!>5»6« Ard a 

isamiscript reference volume compiled by the ?aduan chancellery 

in 1494, dealing vith administrative questions in ^hicfc the city 

Council had sorse influence or Interest, liedger? the city statutes 

c ! the fffirti of the council around with Venetian la.« t
na?|l stratus* rulings?8 For ner. of tfoc 1?^ as so

leading Paduan citizens vcret Venetian claims to stand by 

custom, rtuct &ave sounec! or on30tis» and perhaps by t!.ie end of the 

century in t>«d faith; they could observe the emergence - often 

from t3.Bsanctlone^ administrative Intotivas by Venetian eacecutlve 

officials - of a new codex governing important ©r-pects of public 

life t in \jiiich tho statutes and the division of power they
d did act belong • 

Venetian government, in appearance respectful of existing
ns and juri^cllctionr., and initially present in tne 

provinee throw gh a limited mj^bor of ?nanistr«?.te^ and officials f 

bocnrie a T&QCGZ'- of tmdcrsiinlng f absorption and penetration,^ 

It ^/ar. in^tif '"leient consolation for th<* l*n<3wayi political class 

to have its hegemony trithin the city supported, vhen Padua *s 

adninistrntive autonomy tms incroe.s?.ncrly compromised^ wfiile the 

Venetian patriciate rigidly oxvludcd any association with fiialn- 

strcam govowrient of the terr£fer^a nobility t viev/ing the prov­ 

inces as «lo strto nostro*2° Dospite its elaboration of policies 

and legislation of corron application throughout the malnlandf 

Venice na-% no at-?-ermt to wold the provincer into any fom of 

pol.lticeli.y active unit, federation between thon wr.r excluded, 

vlth the pattern of political - as of economic - linkrge being 

the sin lo relationship betwsen the §J.?^orla nnd each city. Tho 

individual character of this relationship vas apparent in the 

Paduan Council's recourse to the Boll a <POro in attempting to
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influence decision-making in Venice, This privilege, together : 
with the statutes wfoich it guaranteed, symbolized the city's
rights§ and was brandished verbally (and occasionally literally) 
as one of the fetsr means in the Papuans* possession of applying 
political pressure, 5"

left at least vith the residual political povdrs* in a 
province whoso function and identity msre becoming increasingly 
'Venetian, tlse fatoan foliticrl class trere for the most part ^rtse 
enough to avoid involvement in plots to overthrow t^e Venetian 
regine, vhich uit'n onr exception were hatched in the earlier part

an

of tl*e centtjo*y» They began a process of social consolidati ̂ n 
and definition, the circle of political pwsr narrowing to
fca/er and nore select families, with econoT.ic pursuits shrinking

away from commerce!3 with political participation in the wider
life of tfie state denied to them a*> a group, (s!xt open to few 
favoured individuals, ^>ho might sportw in other provinces as 
SSttogl'fs ofriciais), they expr<^sr>ad their collective identity - 
or such of it ar romoined - in other formst pr^^e and involve- 

in the muverity, for example, !>ut particularly in the 
tion of en id<3clogy of nobility, uncd as a socJrl arm 

against rivals or infer lorn in ?atfua as ^oli as agai^«5t Venetians 9 

^nd In pritfo in tho city's glorlrus or nythical parst, sourco of 
both individual genealogical rarnifications, and title? and attrib­ 
utes applied tc the city itsolf *- it was a citl& gegj,a» founded 

by refugcos f5*o^ froyl^
Tfae process of conversion or ra<^wa f from sm^ll signorial 

state to Venetian rxrwlnee, nrize-l for its %fce«t f its country 
houses 9 its university, its prestigious govsrnorohirs, ^as 
eccoiTipanle:- and assist^ !.y tlic- penotrction of Vonetian govern- 
»cnt. There trcn^.f, xrf.tl' t^eir co^^^aetices Tor t : e city f o pol­ 
itical elasn, weru solidly o--tablisber" by tiic second half of the 

fifteenth century. The crisis of 15tn interwirted then at a
iTK^iont, coning imcrrpcctcdly to Ucveal the strength of the 

rcurrentr of «3i«3ccrt^nt in Padua and ot^er of tier too. It 
Is in the context of t*^e trends of change and their part in
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preparing tliQ crisis that we arc noy going to analyse oua? chosen 
aspects o£ the vorking of Voiiotian gov€2rnment in the province 
of ?adua«



For t'adua in the 13th aud 14th centuries, see J.^.ni^ t aqua in 
the Ago of Jante. Manchester 19oo, and d.^O.iL 'Government and 
Society in Renaissance A'adua't Journal of Medieval and Renaissance 

vol. 2 no* 2, Kail 1972. For Venetian diplomacy of the 
itfth centuries, and the creation of the tei raf or^a state,

see ;i.Cjv>ji ^toria delia > eyubijlica di V<?neaia» <uiau li>0u vol.
290, 333ff., 3*1-49, 372 ff., 409 ff. t vol. II p,;. 32-71} 

UAMtiLUS The imperial Age of Venice 138U-1580. London 197o, cap.
54-71 1 F.LrUNt, Venice A Maritime i»ei>ublic. lialtiiuore/London 

1973, pp. 169 ff., 20u, 2*6-29, 234, 242; G.LU^ATTO atoria
leg di Veneaia dal XI al A VI aecolo. Venice 1961, esp. p, . 15 -165; 
N.RU8INSTKIN •Italian Reactions to Terraferiaa expansion in the Fift­ 
eenth Century 1 ^ in ed. J.iiAL^ ..etiai stance* Venice, London 1973.

2. Quoted from iJi^corsi, II, 2, by A.VttNTUKA Mobil ta e Popolo nelia 
bocieta Veneta del *4Qj e ' 5w t oari 19(i4, ±>. 170 and u« 7.

3* A ho most important contamporary works concerning the city and its 
history in the 14th and early 15th centuries are those of Ja :»ono 
(early 14th; , the ^atari 4id<ter 14th; and ^avouarola (early 15th; ; 
the events of 1009 were subsequently the occasion of various ^on\ 
accounts of events Mostly brief), as well aa inspiring thu i^ore 
interesting' sections in the histories of tiian JrVancesco iiu/-zacarini 
and Ciian uc^oenico o^a ^arioi. Cfr. u.i-1 \aH16 »La Cronaca di uiovanni 
da Mono*, a.H.o;^. u.s. VIII, IX 1932, 1933; G. e B.GA'fAlU Cronac^ 
Carraress. R.l,^. t. XVII part* I, ed« A.Mi^lAi, G.ruLOM^l, oitca 
di Castelio 1D09; M., SAVONAROLA Libel lusde Magnif icts Ornament is 
Ke^ie Civitat^s ^adue. rt.I.S. t* ^XiV polite XV, ed. A.£&v»AtU«, I~ 
Uitta di Caatolio 19O2} A.aON.UiUl 'uian Francesco Buzzacorini e la 
Sua btoria 1 , B^I.C.*'. 11, 1899| F.FASULO *Gian Joinenico 
1429-1519, ^auceiiiero e Storico iadovano', A.V. 5th aeries \so\~ 
1973; for further indications and bibliography see
e iyo^oio p. ^4 n. 42, p. Ida n* a, p. lt>9 n. 5$ aiuo Kfeia^xoni a«i 
Hot tori Veneti in ferraferina. IV, Hadova, p. XL111, and the collect­ 
ed studies in (j.FAttiU& vronache e oioaiati i-adoyaai, Uitiadelia 
(Padua) 1977.
*or the sake of clarity, the following terns are used throughout 
with the*>e meanings: province 1 to refer to the city and tae full 
extent of land under its jurisdiction; 'i'adovano*, or * terra. tor io I 
to wean ail of tae jarovince except the city; Uigtrotto*, 'distretti* 
for the single administrative units into which the i'adovano was 
divided; and canuaaaa tp signify the ioi^diate extraiaural zone surr­ 
ounding the city.
Cft> discussion oolow, pp2i^-l\and mi. 5*2-84; also ^.a^TRAMl ^sjctcio 
di ^toria deii*A|cricoltura jaglla Hepub>jlica di Venezia durante 1 * r. ta 
Moderna. Venice/ ome 1 9 55* J and Jv.jfiLocil Jevolkeruii^SM;eschichte der

Venediit (Uarbuohea fur National&koncmie and :^tati^tik, 1899),
,j. 39 - the latter suggesting a total of 2,621 sq. kui., «r t>7o,504 
calami, iuianiurily and prosaicaiiy presented, oiost of the information 
in these introductory pages derives from sly.. .• Land Ownership and 
Mural Oonaitionfa, (cit* above pxn^ ), ^, . 1 ff. Ihe most useful gen­ 
eral collection of data concerning the terntorio remains A. GLORIA 
11 i err i tori o Fadovano 1 1 lustra to t ijadua 16b*i. retailed information 
concerning the citj^ and i adovano fiiay be found in tae works of iJa 
No no, tho Uatari and Savonarola, (cfr. n. 1 above), in the 16th 
century report** of returning Venetian ^ vernorti and of i>omenico 
Dall'Abaco, and the works of Scardeone, i'ortenari and ^alotnonio. 
6ee Kelazioni dei Ketiori Vfcnoti, IV, «sp. pp. XXli-X.viU, 19-20 
(1549), 37-3b (1554), 51-52 (1558), 07 (1571), 73 (1577), 78 
D.DALL'ABACO Stato di * adova e siuo lerritorio nel 105^-v5. ed. L.

Venice io5o; .i.oc.itaJ^O;^. Je >nti Luitato Urbis > atavi, i, Basle 
156O; A.^OiiT^NAUl Jelia Feiicita di « adova* i adua It)- 3; J



'• A gr i Pat avl nl I nsc ri ?v| to ne s^ Sacrae e t t 'ro ; hanae t - adua 1696, and 
(coat*) li)iw< Urbis > atavinae la&criptiones Sacrae et * ropjtuinae, * adua 1791. 

also, in manuscript, ..i.Ciii<\iJ;:.LLA IJescritlione ai > aUova e 
'f err i tori o. •. 1305. (hs. a. P. 324). 

6* • ee C.VACANI frterooria dell a La^uau Veneta e del i iuiai neiie ^
i rovincie, Florence 1867; the bibliography is prolific, and will 
be cited a* 3 pacific references require, (though Vacani's sufrvey 
ie reasonably comprehensive, despite its date). Cfr* in general 
F*>lAkbULu and A.UUfeftl KLuuii. L.agune e iionificha Venete. Uuida 
B i blip graf ic a • i'adua 1949; also the com .en t on watercourses and 
roads in Relaaioni dei Kettoti Veneti> IV, pp. XL1-XL1I, and the 
wealth of detail in the individual reports, See too discussion 
be low , pp/tf-3la*id nu» 508*524.

7. Cfr* n. 5 for bibliography and further references; also r.JON&S 
'**«r la S tori a Agraria I tali ana nel Medioovoi ttineameati e i rob-

.i^ i,\XVI 19fc>4, wti^. p« 358. ihere are no published price
aeries for Padua in the 1 5th century. For a resume of cereal price 
trends, cfr. u.Hu AAO 'La Gloria u:oao^iea dal ecolo A^Vr A! :ie tie- 
cento' in (Einaudi) Storia d^r taUa. vol. IT parts 2a , (Turin 1974) 
!*• 1329; partial local evidence fits the general pattern, cfr* 
figures quoted in d.CKCCniCTTl'La Vita Jci vcaexiarii nel 13uos parte 
11, il Vitto', A.V. t. 30 1S85, eap. ;-,,. 324-25, and XDl^M *SaggiO 
sui i're^zi deile Vettovaglie e di alt re liorci in vene^ia, secoli 
XIl-XiX' t Atti e Meiaofj» I.V>S.L.A. s. IV t. Ill, 1873-74. 

B. For population figures see &.d£UICii op* clt. (above n* 5> 9 esp. 
p. 17, and IDBM l^v91?ceriingBigeachichte Italiens, Uerlin 1901, k*>> 9 
05-8U; u.JuU^/r4TXU 'La . opolaeiono del Territorio i adovano nel 1281 •, 
N.A.V. n.8. ill 1902; HYf)£ • ad*a in the -.ge of ^ante pi . 34-35; 

d<ain ^ettori Veneti . i V« (pp« cit. in n. 5 above);
Landov wner»hii> cit., pp. 5-8 - she obtains the I3u9 population figure 
for the city fro* the known number of urban dwellings, and compar­ 
ison with data for both urban dwellings and population in 1546 and 
1554; for the city walls, and building around the®;, cfr* below p^.l^-M 
and n* 22 9 p and n* 29* Information on the rural habitat is too 
scarce to aid calculation of overall demographic trends; the nuuber 
of villages ie often reckoned at 4^, isee e*g* ^elaaioni cit* p. 
22), though Steer Co, . cit. p. 81 suggests a lower figure of 334 t 
derived from the 15th century estinio records. Information on migrat­ 
ion into the city, and into or out of the province as a whole, is 
fragmentary. For population trends in Italy as a whole, see 
op* cit* pp* 1820-21* For the nearby city of v'croua, aw A 
F*feiRHf jL* Bconomia Vyong^e jtecondo #1 J^JL-S t iiai dal 1 4U9 al lt»3S, dlan 
196^, »^. 41 fi'., «sp. |>p* 44 9 SU| iJ.tiua.iiiY »Vhe Population of 
Verona in the First Century of Venetian Rule', in ed* u.i>,ii^ Ue.a- 
qis^ance Venice* i^ndoo 1973 9 esp* p. 96 t u, . 102 ff ; between 
14,0 and 15,0, in 1 IUO and 14^5, th® city's population ro»e to 
nearly 21,U^vj in 1456, and 42«OOG in 1502 ^largely owing to a 
drastic increa e in the sise of households, if aerlihy's sample is 
truly representative) - «pj»«rently a much faster increase than 
Padua's, from similar beginnings in the early uecadea of the century. 

9* On general agricultural trends in the 13th century, see C.-uCi^o^i 
'kevisious in ^onoaiic aiatory: the A reads in Italian ixioixxuic Hist­ 
ory iu the i^ater Middle ;^es f t ^c anodic _ > i i a.t oi-y . Key ie w , &<dries ii 
vol. XX no* 2 1949; for the local situation, of recession and 
gradual recovery of cultivation in the aduvano, cfr* S!<- .-it op* cit* 
pp* 2O4 ff* Case-studies of monastic houses sup ^ort this view, cfr. 
A.^r^.U.A 'La iro^rietu i'^clesiastica nel^a Uepubulicu di ^/enezia* , 
Nuova IU vista Sterica, 12 1958; see too Venice's preoccupation over 
the preservation of woodland against cutting and clearance, referred 
to below, pj^and n* 237*

10* The economic role of the city, and the predominance of agriculture 
in the province's economy, are reflected in the relative yields of 
indlfect tax, see below p**l^ and nn* 335 f f .For the distribution
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10* of wealth see discussion below in Chapter III i-ort 111, esp. the 
(cent). introduction and lection (.1 . For Centura's economic characteris­ 

ation of the leading citiss«tts of the 15th century, cfr. below p, R3> 
and n, 411 - inevitably brief when compared to the thorough analysis 
of Veronese tax-payers in TAtiLlAF&RRI ^H^conomia Ve^oaese cit*, osp. 
chapters 4-0. ~*

11. For the i'aduan wool and cloth industry, se© M.HOPGiitiRINX lAirte delia 
Laua in i'aduva Uurante i.1 uqverao deliq i.iejgiiablica di Vepezia 14u5- 

( ^eputtizione di Storia ljatria per le V^aezie, -iisceliunea di 
e Memorle X, 1964; ; L.;iI*^oUJ 'L'ttnivarsita dell'Arte Jell a

Luna a Padova 1 , ft*H.C*ir.* 192^ (nn. 3-4,, 192S (n«« 1-^>| KOiiL 
'Government and Society 1 cit* pp. 212-13; i'lM) BkANCA '/I Comune di 
i'udova sot to la iJoaiiuunte nel -ecolo XV , atti e Hecuqrie U.IV.k.L.A. t 
XCIii pp. 755*62. i ino tiranca's study is coatuined in turec- vols. 
of this series: XCIII (l»3o-34>, XU/1 (1030-37) and Xvtfil (1W37-38); 
subsequent footnoting will merely state the volume number and page. 

12* For the history of the A aduan guilds, see h.HOJii^fl L*
P ado vane d * \r t i e He a t i c r i . /enice 1002, sparse on tae Venetian 
period). For ttie professions, see A.uLO kin 'Antic hi ^tatuti del 
Coliegio » adovano dci i^ottori uiuristi 1 , Artt, i ._e ^ietaur iu l\ . i • V . ^> » L » A », 
series ti t. 7 t iaBtt-S9; l.bKMiaA La Franlia aei ^otai a » udova dallf 

al Secolo^ XV t unpublished titiesis, adua tni varsity,
dl Magistero a. a. 19i>7-68. Among the enormous masses of works on 
the university, sue first the publications of the university's own 
letituto i^er la Storia deil'Universita di ^'adova, classed oa -on- 
tributif Fonti and vtu£-,derni. Published yearly, the ^uaderni contain 
a progressive bibliography, aa well as aa ii^ortaat survey of the 
link between the university «and city politics and society: G.DK 
SANDHE ''.Jottorif Uaiverftiita, Comune a i adova nei 4UJ 1 , ( »tuaderni 
per la otoria deil'U. di > adova. I 1968, Paduai . Fuller material 
on ttiQ ^ame theme is indicated in L.3BKl,££OU> 'Tesi di Laurea »ulla 
Storia dell'Universita di Padova (1949-50 — 1969-70) », ^ 
cit. 6, 1974* A aum..ar|i of recent writing is given in

la Storia delle Universita d'ltalia « Kassegna f , Let. ere 
iane a* xxv n. 3, 1973*

13. See PI NO BRANCA 'II Coomne' cit. XCVII p . 98-lOt, conclusions on 
the iuipact of Venetian economic management; also discussion and 
bibliography cited in ch. I*! below, ppi^-fand o ;. 335-34U, p^lt<< Gand 
nn. 367-77, pp2i°-Iand nn. 582-591.

14 « ^ee liYBij* j'adua in the ...L;^e of Janj.e. pp. 37-38; LA7t«a Venica cit* 
pp, 225-27.

15. A'he city was a regular staging post for Venetian and foreign utp** 
bas&adors, and received the visits of foreign notables - see . g. 
entries in Cronaca di Anonimo /eronese 1440-1466, (ed.G.oulv/J.^O, 
^on*U.V.3. P. series .;.!.! vol. iV, Venice 1^15;: p..-* 1^8, ^78, *i63 n* 1, 
265, 3*>0, 3ia, 304, 459; also in M.SAJ4JTO (hereafter SANUOO)
ed K.tULlA et.al., Venice 1879-1902, vol. I col. 964, II 416 t fctlO-11, 
1274t 1351, III 313, 335, 1102, 1305, IV 424, V 149, VII 8U, So5. 
Sanudo hituseif was fc^ofr^ the many Venetians who visited the province 
for business or pleasure, or as a refuge from the capital - cfr. 
ftlARIIIl 773, III 31, V 57, 62, 65. la 146c and 1471 tue Senate 
had proposed to hold a prestigious diplomatic conference iu -.Jua, 
(to bring Emperor and «'ope together^* recommending the city because 
of the '••• capacitate civitatis et nurnero ma^nificoruo) doi.torum 
et copla victualiuw 1 , cfr* A.S.V. benato ^ccreta re,> 23 c* lC5r 
28 ^od. 146B, reg. 25 c. 74v-75r ^*i Oct. 1171. The events of 1509 
evoked much comtaent on the city's importance to Venice, but it was 
the official view lon^ before then: see Ideu reg* 32 c* 165v 
Aug. 1485, * adua is described as '... principulior civitatutn 
habemua'; and it was standard practice for legislation or letters 
due to be circulated from Venice to the provinces to be addressed



15. to PadUj| in the specimen copy* For a general account of **adua f s 
(cont.J churches, see ed. C . ttfc-LLl NAT1 , WUPi'I < adova ... Basil icho e Chieee 

(tficenzu 1975;, companion volume to the rather 
i'AdQVA Ritratto jH J^na Citta. Vicenza 1973, (introd. 
text by ii.Lo;\i4f&OItI t L»il»\.ii>« j or the thernial springs , apart from 
references in 3ANUD© Diarji, (e.,4. JI 324, V 27, VII 472;, see the 
contemporary account given by jU&AVGNAKUl** Liber de Balneia et 
Teriaia. ^turalibua.^*j., ( loiogna 1493). I'or 15th century tfeneto 
villas, see H.ivUB^LlK .four typo3lo£iacbes ^ntwicklun^ jler ^uat trocento t 
Jfilia. i« VenetPt (in tUe course of publication at Aachen, and not 
accessible for the preparation of this study) .

16* Kor what follows, see *vOi& ' Government and Society 1 cit.; V&NfUKA 
Nobilta e i'o^olo p t . 52-92, *l,*Grdinamento Municipale di Padova 
e la iormazione del Ceto airigente'; , il^u &KANCA '11 wotnune' cit* 
XCIII ,>p. 329 ff.; C.COZ21 'Ambient© \renex,iano, unbiente V'eneto 1 , 
pp» 93-140 of JL» UOMQ e il ago Ambiente t Florence 1973 { <uaderni di 
S. ̂ iorgio, 34); G.oiii>.u^D.lNi f i.ineumenti per la Storia deli'afnininlstr* 
azione della Repubblica Veneta* , pp» 241-249 of Ad Alea^antiro Luaio 
^pti .rchivi di .state Italfani: riaceiiantfg di otudi ^torici, vol» 
11, (Florence 1933).

17* Venice felt intense pride in independence of both i^stperor and o,,e, 
symbolized by the status accorded to the Doge in the 1177 meeting 
between Barbaros^a and ..iexunder ill, \,cfr. CHAMJ^H^ fhe

cit*p; . 12-30 • T^e Signoria did receive investiture with the
terrafcrma cities in 1437 iron the fcotperor Sigisround, lon^ Venice's
enemy, but it was never renewed, see £}»liOMAftlN
t|i ,yfenegia t Venice 1BS3-61, vol. IV p=>. 185-B<>. It was left to the 
Emperor Maximilian to assort liat eriai claims in the Italian .tars, 
when the succes3 of his allies In the i^eague of Cambrai forced the 

to consider tiioia s«riuuBiy - cix> th* bibliography in n. 1
above, and also A*BGMAHDX 'Venozia, Citta Lib^ra 
Atti e -Wfiiorie ^.nccad«cj,L, ed A» in « adova. 31, 1915, and 

•V'enessia e la Lega di waiubrai' , *t».\.* • n««, t» tfil 1U1/4. For the 
Carraresi after 14O5, see fc*.PlVA Veneaiat iicali^eri e 
^toria di una ^ersecuaione ^olitica del XV .^ecolo, 

IB. The main document bears the date 3O Jan* 1406, and is printed in
A « OJLUi il A ^.a ..doiia d'Uro nejla ^diaione doliq oitt^, ai * adovat > Jadua..

Nobilta ...e^T'Pj>ol.P. p« 42 n. 5 cites the caee of Verotia^^1-^^ 
a point of coaiparisoitt listing bibliography*

19. GLOiaA op. Cit. pp. 16-17, 22-23, 25-30, 39-4O,
20. ULQiUA o^. cit. pp. 17-13, 19, 30-31.
21. uLG.UA oy. cit. pi>. 23-24, 24-25.
22. See V^NTURA Nobil ta j^ PQijolo pp» 64-^6.
23. V^NTrUJlA OP* cit* pp. 5-26, 33-37, '.-u-79; &GiiL Government and Soc­ 

iety 1 pp. 209-210; HYPE l^adua .Jji^the .A^^ojf^^nte, f>. 49.
24. MUL op. cit. pp. ^15-17.
25. ViiNTURA op* cit, ppy 5^-61* It ap ointed its own deputati. ad utilia 

an^ ^d rtec c ieaias A. ( a atoui-ing comi ittee with rotating duties which 
assisted tiiu >;e t tori and conducted vouncii saeatin^s); also tlie Com­ 
mune's ChanceliorT Tinancial officers (and later the direct tax 
collectors) , Vicars lor the ijadov«ao; officials to oversea ^ub*ic 
order and fair trading (the Ca.yalieri dej. Oomune J t the forced levying 
of debts, the anuual survey of the province's cornj^lator the i'ionte 
41 t jpta« as well as a number of more occasional a. , 'ointments, over 
e«g. the • .frtiujo or the secular afiairs of relx^ious institutions , 
And there were short-term, fr ^uent a-^ointmenta of ambassadors to 
Venice, see the regg. of *»•£»•<• Atti...

2ft. VLiSTUKA o t . cit. p^. 84-Sb.
A specially api/ointed notary had charge of a copy in the

La Ka K iuue (law courts/, uud in il(iy it was r«-co^ied anJ re­ 
bound because made illegible by use and age, (sec ,i.6.i . Cassa Citta 
vol. Id9, entry dated 10 May 1409| also A.b.i'. Atti reg. Vill c. 42



31 *;«<J. 14U2, c. 54tf-5br 1 ^ar. 1193, a dilute over the notary 6 
(cont . ; activity/* The regg. of A.S., . Atti contain occasional i -ferences 

to the election of cienbers of a reform committee* the first and 
la.-*t in our period being rag. V c. IBJv 1 Jan. 1474, roc> IX c. 
tt9r-104v (office lists for 15o3;; most of the references subsequent 
to the first mention or i(Bpi,y the 1 ck of ^rogreos Made, and one 
of its few achievements seems to have been to regulate review of 
the conduce-in of lice of citizen Vicurs in the i adovaao - 
Atti reg. v c. 259r 14 A, r. 1475.

28* =i>ee the original copy of the 142U statutes* .^. B.i . l<-36,
cc. 42, 3G6r« 341r, 374v; another, later, if»th century copy is 
**s. a. P. Itio, sue cc. 202v-215r f aud a |^Bt of letters ducali 
afc cc. 4o4r-44iv (indexed at cc. -i^iir-iOuvJ ; and another 15th 
century copy, Ms. tt.*i. Lat. V 35 (2180), cc. 16r, IBv, -Or, 5Or, 
C7v, 70v-Bl»v. For the aarly printed aviuition^, see u reference in 
V&NTURA, op. cit. p. 61 n. 34 to the 1528 edition, and copies in 
the t aduan civic library of the 1462 and 15U> editions, (catalogued 
&s Ms. iJ.[^ |3<>7 a¥W 1-O59 respectively, with a copy of the former" 
in the >iarciaaa, ^B. Lat« ^ 5C> (^42u> ); sue »»... cc. 147r 11., 
103r ff., taanu^cript additions to the aduaa copy of tl.v JJ4&2 dit- 
ion. i' ft« chancellery reference volume of 1194, ; e Liber tt artium 
or Tabularum. is to b« found in tue A.J.,., ;4^ *tti vol. 4\>.

29. ^ee CO^i/,1 'Ambiente Vene^iano* cit., esp. ^. 35; V^tVIUlU Oi,. eit. 
Pi>. 39-4O, (though he over-mo difies his views a ;jropos of finance, 
se€ p. 406 unJ n. 58, cfr. discussion in ch. 11^. below, os, .•• sections 
(1> 9 (4> V (5) of part Hi}*

3u. v^Tti^ o fcJ . cit. pv . 3^-52, also CO . i o^. cit. AJ . 10(> - the in­ 
dications of Venetian attitudes given by Sanudo's report of his 
1483 tour of the terraferma.
See V&jmJUA op. cit. p, . 41 ff., discussion of Venice's respect for 
the subject cities' pritoile^ia, its limits testified by legislation 
of 1444 specifying on what authority contrary decisions could be 
taken by the Venetian councils of state, responsibility for their 
observance was confided to the Avo%qaqri di C.oiaun or Caui 0f the 
Council of Ten - see U.CO/./U 'Authority and the Law in ienai stance 
Venice*, iu «d. J.hAiJ, : j:eaai stance Venice L>cnJon 1973, ^, . 303-O5, 
a law of 18 Sept. 1466 excluded the Ten from eotvotence, but another 
of 15 .'•lay 14ttt> returned the matter to them, aany coo^.-io ions to 
Paduan representatives in Venice specified appearing before the 

or Capi; le^s coui on were the instructions given in a
ission to fight the encroachments of tue capital's a, . eal courts, 
.i . Atti reg. Vl II c. 2Ur 13 Har. 1492J, ordering reference to 
Golden iiull *.. quod voi>is donsi&navimus muaituia bulia a arc a 

ut eo uti possitis in teBtxiuonium^.
32. For conspiracies up to 143S f see ViJN"i'lH;\ o^-. cit. p. 5i and n. 19, 

with its references. ..a absurd and anachronistic echo of tiiem came 
in 1469, when Niccolo Je La^ara , in charge of a labour force working 
on the new course of the ftrenta, proposed calling in some *-ai rarese 
descendant; see ^.^A^UTw Vxtue ^uca^ veuetoruia (or Vit« uei i^ogft), 
^lilan 1733 (R.l.s. 1st ed. , ed. L.^aJiuTOia^ t. ,v.\li parte 4;, t .. 1245, 
and A.tt.V. Dleci Mistc reg. 24 cc. 9or-lUOr, entries between 21 
Feb. aad 23 har. 14oJ.

33. »ee VfcWtHA op. cit. iv. bl-64, 77-84, 86-92: the numbers of indiv­ 
iduals present in tho -ouncil, and of fatailion re^roociitcJ, was 
already restricted between 1430 and 1446; electoral refonfe and an 
increase in numbers imposed by >euice A roveu only a tu-^orary tic lay 
in the emergence of strong oligarchical trends.

34. Kor the university, cfr. JL jiANJidi »iX>ttori, Universita, Comune 1
cit., and in general ViiNTUJiA o^, cit. ch. 5 'l.a Co.scien/.a ,vTobiliure 

'feta del la i>ecaclen^ar. For the importance of raduans 1 social 
against Ven«tiaii«, as evident in ISO**, see e.g. u.



34 » I i>i«aii U.I. 3. t. XXIV parts ill, voll. 1,2,4, ed. A.3J8GRL and 
(cont.j R.C&HSI, Citta di ^astello/ tfologna 1912-41), vol. IV p. 91, quote 4 

in A . BoNAJLii Ji^adoyani Kibelii alia i*ej»ub u 1 ic«t di Venezjka^ ( ( >. 
u.j. ¥.:';.!'., series ~ii, /Hi, Veaice fyoa), p;>7" 383-^4." The 15th 
was the most popular century of Giovanni da Nono t with hie 
oi history, uiyth and acid social comment * cfr. -;. ->..i,i 'La 
di Giovanni da Nono* cit. ^. 4. For the legend of Padua's foundat­ 
ion by Antenor, and rule by a line if Trojan idUi&fcj, see 
Testi laoditi (|j. ^toria Troiana, preceduti^ da

Troiaqe in Itaiia, orino iv»7, &&• 0 ff . Kor 'cltta'" '
see G.GENNAHI 5Qi>raiI itolod it la , Uiaia dato a i'a Jov^ -.. _
corao. Padua 1798, and in general &M.\)K/,& COL Oi) •Attiia 9 !• 
Origin! Ui ^aneaia nelia Cultura Veiwta T«irUo-^ulioevale* , At_t.i _,e 
Metaorie . I . V . S . L > A . t . CXXXI a. 1972-73, ^he family of tlie diarist 
^anudo reckoned Janus king of * adua ouiong its aacettora * cl'r. 
G.CCUZI 'Marin ^anuJo il uiovane: dalla Croaaca alia Sturia', in 
ed* A.i-iJkTUSJL iYa iiii^torioferulia Veneaiaoa fino ai - tcuio A\/J. t Florence 
1970, p. 334.
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In the later fourteenth century, the maritime 
republic of Venice was already heavily involved in nil- 
itary action on the Italian mainland, and events at tlie 
turn of the century put this caranitraont to landward 
defence beyond all doubt* ffce ^cimisition of the 
ferma state and its further expansion in the face of 
Visctoti pressure required the development of ai\ 
r/vj system of defence, which relied primarily on the 
services of a permanent, professional arqy« Besides 
being the array*© principal raison d'etre, the mainland 
provinces played an important, if unspectacular, part in 
its financing, support logistics end recruitment* More­ 
over* their city walls, castles and strategic strong- 
points were manned as a secondary security near»urQ»

Tlie aira of this chapter is to review the place of 
Padu^ and its territorio in the Venetian military and 
defensive system of the later fifteenth century, con­ 
centrating more on its administrative aspect? than cm 
Venetian foreign policy and the arqyf s carnpaigning* 
Since the yhole topic of state finance, including the 
array *s pay, is dealt with in a separate chapter, this 
present discussion of Paduan military matters nay be 
divided into U?o sections, the first dealing with the 
province*s stable defences, the second with itr. relat­ 
ionship to tiie Venetian arny,

ggr t i f ̂ cn t iQi^f ̂ t^e^^^ »

For much of the half century before /^gnadello, t 
little <^rfarc in Italy 8 the thirty years of 
Vars preceding the Peace of l»odi were followed by four 
predominantly peaceful decoder.* The Vonetirn r'jr-i 
najor military under tr»T:ingn m>ro in tNo i>astern 
rancon, with hostilities r>geinr>t the Turkr,



and 1479, The rosun^tion of t ! ier <J hostilities in 149 * took 
place, however f against a changed background of Italian pol­ 
itics; major conflict in the pcminsula had begu i on a ourop- 
ean scale tdth the journey of Chorleo VIII in 14 'M. The shift­ 
ing diplomacy and campaigning of the Italian wars at firrt 
brought Venice territorial gain, while preserving the peace of 
her dominions. Only in 150^ did military action penetrate deep 
into the* 1tQrraferTria« w *en the memory of invading Visconti 
arnies was more t!?ah sixty years old*

Padua t situated at t'*e centre of this mainland state, 
was almost entirely isol^to-l from direct contact with Venice's 
neighbours and potential enemies„ The alarns of ^ar during a 
predominantly peaceful period had therefore been slight, nothing 
more than occasional fri&Iit at critical points of distant war­ 
fare - Turkish raids in Friuli in the 1470s/ or the nervous 
aftermath of naval defeat and westwrrd aggression in 1499,^ The 
exception to this general tranquillity, /and the nearest milit­ 
ary action of the periodfVMS the War of Fcrrara, in whicli tho. 
Venetian attacfc ves originally lynched front Paduan territory 

148a, Though its rapid southward advance soon re??K5ve<3 the 
edlate nrf&imity of conflict^ t'-ere vas considerable initial 

damage to the southern r'adcvano as a result o£ enei-Qr action, 
and t'le itrovinco regained th<? priiici^al pelyjt of narsnalling 
and traiisit of Venetian troopr- for the duration of the

Throughout the period, it is clear t'iat owing to 
safe central position security measures ^e^e kept to a minimum, 
The allocation of serving infantry units to guard duties after 
the Jar of Ferrara excluded the province, covering only the 
fringes of Venetian territory; and aarrison cuts of 1501 and 
1502 in ttie Veronese and Padovano reilected tne Senate f s belief 
that lands f ,.. de oua dal adese (wore) fora de ogni suspecto 

et confine 1 ,- The Aclige was not so rjuch a natural obstacle or
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line of defence, as a convenient uay to distinguish be­ 
tween the central torraforrrff homeland and other noro ad­ 
vanced holdings* The military function of the Fadovano 
the Eastern Veronese was to serve as rn area of co-ordin­ 
ation, despatch f>nd transit for nen find natorialn cngag- 
ad in vigilance or attack in the further provinces* 
Troops vere stationed in the Padovano as part of the

s peacetime disposal of forces t bat the tfireat
of action end necessity of vigilance hung nuch more 
strongly OVGT the provinces towards the Milanese border , 
like Brescia*

The Padovano*s geographical isolation from danger 
or tension was corapronised by tro factors, neither of 
crucial importance to Venice 1 * overall security, but 
significant enough to require our attention* One yas the 

of the D»sste state of rerrara, Venice's oppon-
et betwocm 1482 and 1484, ? long-established neighbour f 
but by no means a certain friend* Until Venetian conquest 
of tlie Poles ins and sovigo in 1482, thd Padovrno borUored 
on D'sste lands* Major events ^it^in tlie !> fBste state, 
capable of influencing relations vith V^iice, W3re some- 
tii^o cnuse or consequence of happenings in tlie Padovanot 
tension in 1470-71 over aorso D fsste f s succession by

*7 n
srcole, an abortive coup agninst tk, Me^- in 1476, ' rnd

f»
incidents before tiie outbrealc of wra? in 14C2*' Venice's 
gains by the Peace of aagnolo ^ovod the frontier further 
south, and Venetian peace of mind ws strengthened by 
5rcole f G ces ion to the Pisani of trie ca-ncrlon<irrir; of 
sste, a parcel of assorted l^nds r?nd rigi:tr in tbo south­ 
ern Padovano, vhose prssage to Venetian noble hands was 

by tlie Ten*
The easing of thio first foctor of Venetian security 

interest in the province coincided v/iti: the erection of



the oecondt tfce vailed town of Cittadella, tvcntysevon 
kilometres north of Padua » was given as a fief to the 
Vonotian general Roborto Da Drnsovorino, in December 
1483. Cittadella had been built as a northern outpost 
of Paduon defence in eomraunnl days* straddling the rsain 
road between Vicensa and Trovisot facing Bassano nnd 
the hills to the north, it regained strategically import­ 
ant in the Venetian state, and was a focal point for the 
quartering of troops «

It was no innovation for Venice to onfeoff its
senior condottiori as part of an extended reward syst-._•-__.

but the conduct of Sansovorino and his sons, and of
pandolfo nalntosta, their successor in the fief , was tl e 
enuse of sona Venetian apprehension. Sanscsvcrino left
Venetian so?vice, nursing independent political ambitions

13 till his recall nnd daatfc in 1487. His sons* restitution
of close contacts with Milan (whence he had cone) finally 
induced tl^e inpi^ to derive tt?en of the fief in
when they supported the exiled todovAco Sfor-sa, victira

14of tlie Frsnco~Venetian alliance*
dttadclla passed in 1503 to i>?mdolfo T^ 

f OTOQT lord of Rimini and victim of Cenare Borgia f s con­
quests, w*io sold his Ro?na?ma rights to Venice, rocolving 
enfooffnent with Cittadella in excbango* K *#la testa

Venice by open friendsMo wit^ the 
fron Bolorm^ by Fane Julius tl, ?»nd in 1509 ho 

sided with Venice's enet^ies after the defeat of Agnndello 
The balance of gain or Ions to Venice fro*11! these trao cm- 
foof fnents has of course to be measured in a broad diplo- 
natic contort, but both \yero of dubious value to local 
security.

This brief parenthesis on cittadGlio has introd- 
<|uo^tion of defended strongpointc. ^ phaso of



major re-fortification throughout too ftorrryferna was 
by t!ie f *ar oi* the toacuo of Ca?nbrai, but t?-e 
fifty years reveal little Venetian attention 

to construction projects, with Oradisca - fortified 
against Turkish raiding in Friuli - one of fey 
ions* So the province o^ Padua fs fortifications 
not substantially editored or ronewd during the latcsr 
f if teenth century, rnd r.ocurity meaoi^refj ware moro 
routine than rigorous*

4

••} Apert fro'i Clttadella fs t®faporary cession 
£ief t nil the oora important population c«otrer. 
entrusted to the core of Vcniotian ppdest^» Tlacy liad gen-* 
esral responsibility for security, but tliere ^oire in add­ 
ition noble castellans, elected to d:argo of fortresses 
in or near certain of tho Padovano
Sste, Ponte della Tor-re (near sste) f the aocca superipre

17 ttonselice, Canposampiero, Lim^ia and Str^» Littered
round tlie Padovano ware many other towers and f ortif icat-
ions, intact or dc*relict t erected at v^riotls mononts to

is defend public or private intesrests^ A £&v of those in
public hands were manned by Venetian apnointed guards t 
but others i^csre leased to Venetian nobles for civilian

19use by the office of the Rason Vecchie* ^t tlie end of
tho fifteenth century the gro^ng needs of state fin­ 
ance, becked by continuing confidence in Venice f s secur­ 
ity, brought a gradual revision amd extension of these
leases, though the Ten rather ineffectually expressed 
their fears for future military 4'

If we turn from the terHLtorio to the city of 
Padua, TO find that it «as guarded by its castle and 
citadel, at the southwest comer of the walls, and by 
guards at the various city gates* The outer city vails 
of the fifteenth century follow*! tho lines of the old



imirus spaldi. built in 1?70, along and between the 
various cuts of the Bacchiglione flowing through the 
city* These walls xaere strengthened for the siege in
1509, and th«A rebuilt in the aftermath of the Italian v/ars

2 ̂  in a more orderly and extended circuit. ~ During our period,
j - ***

the castle and the g^te below it, the Saracineoca, 
(controlling the road to the Suganel), msre in the 
charge of Venetian nobles* tfon-patrician constables or 
captains tferc appointed to other gates - the citadel,
8*aiovanni delle fiavi, Savonarola, Codalunga, Porciglia,

238*Sofia t Ognis^nti, Portello, Pontecorvo and s
Tfce structural ?naintenance of the province^

defences vas the iranecUate conpetence of the Paduan 
Cftyaera de t?*vorieri« under the ordf^s of the city cap­ 
tain, with najor oxpenditnare authorised frorj Venice fcy 
the Senate or Ten. As nuch evidence as can be found for 
the upfceap of fortifications in the territorio suggests 
poor standards , as for estamie at n$te» T?ith the war of 
Fcsrrara then in progress to the south, Sa»u&> in 1483 
found the castle and its houses in bad condition; roprirs 
were ordered in 143£ ^en the Capi of the Ten heard that 
the houses ifere uninhabitable, and the castle gate nibble 
to be shut,2* The totm*n defenribility was rlso con-

25promised by houses built around and into the ^113 •
neglect of fortifications v&$ all the eanior for 

tlie lack of regular inspections from Venicei provincial 
castles figure occasionally a^ong the too nta*$r items on

25the connissions of aa^tiy inspectors* fixpeatditure on re~ 
pairs proves sone degree of nkiintenance, but if deterior­ 
ation had to ndvnnce as far as it did at Bste, ronodial 
action WPS hardly systonv-tic, rnd prevention discounted 
by poor surveillance and considerations of cost* 

The paduan city defences vere better



tfcan tue castles of the P^dovano* The Venetian Captains 
of t£e ?najor tcri'fifopnp cities had specific rosponsibil* 
ity foo? taeir walls, gates, munitions and garrisons; 
reports bjr the paduan Hottori combined with intorvent-
ions by the Senate and ?en to preserve! the basic struct-

«>ft 
of the defences intact/" though considerable notion
tele®* in 1505 to prepare the city to withstand siege, 

including the rayia^r of houses built round th 
P0dua f r* castle ^as tha subject of quite 

administrative intorvontions by t&e Te*f owing to its use
fmas © Venetian state prison, ufeose imnates included the 

niistross of the last Liisignan kiaf of Cy^os and 
children* Their det<mtion there sswec! to remove 

a possible alternative focus of losralty to
Jacques ii f G T^ido«rt caterina corner? vooice obtained

31oct possession of the island from her in 1489* The Ton
direct control over their guards , end also 

established ri§hts of supervision over the ordinary
garrison of f if ty» in a *atber uncertaia division o£

12mitbority with the prduan Captain*
Ccmsid<^?ations of authority introduce us to the 
goneral problem of standards of fcanning in the

defences t ^fiich $rare instifficicmt for or^r serious 
Idlitary eventuality* One factor of undoubted importance 
fa* this problem was the poor steasding of
castellanies anxmg tlie offices to viiich Venetian nobles 
vere elected* AppointcicBit involved three or nore years* 
absence frc»a Vonice, with the neglect of personal affairs 
and political oprxxptunfties that this implied, in esccheng* 
tm a poor salary without utility Refusal of the office

33was not uncomnon by those elected, and it would be
wrong to expect special military competence or enthus-

14 iasn fron those who served. Another admission of the



castellanie? * modest importance was t^eiy use in grants of 
favour by the Siffnoria to the fatherless families of poor but 
meritorious noble nrval casualties.^

Many of the rank and file of garrisons and guards wore 
also recruited vithv noticably less concern for military stand­ 
ards than in the fil'ing of the regular army companies. Some 
^ere army veterans allocated to ler^ strenuous duties: the array 
inspectors were instructed to remove from the ranks and assign 
to guard dittier f .«. horceni d'arwe irmteli et impotenti.*. in- 
habili ad portar arrae ne faticha, che fusr>eno veterani et emer­ 
iti per lr longa servit^O6 though laudable in other respects, 
this policy was detrimental to Padua's security, and the Council 
of Ten*s intermittent attempts to Icer^p the cattle garrison in 
the city (largest in the province) nearer the standards of an 
active company ?re sharply centre* dieted by evidence of the age

*^7
and poor military aptitude of rcany serving there*

Apart fros: aging soldiers, other Venetian benemeri|;i 
were also eraploved in terrf.ferTaa gnard duties. There were the 
former defenders and inhabitants of lost mar lands: the gradual 
implementation of a provision of 147% to allocate vacant posts

« 0

to member^ of the Scutari gar*** son, brought several to '5
renegade Turks were also rewarded vith apr^ointo nts in tlio 

province* ̂ ^
The relafiw frequency of t^e-e and other nominations 

through favour, some of ciuestionable military value, is cliar- 
actcristic of tbe minglin/7 in Venetian state service" of patron­ 
age interests with real or alleged merits towards trie Republic, 
Interventions from the capital to erfect appointments of this 
sort put the orovincial governors on uncertain ground over their 
rights to discipline and regulate, a difficulty exacerbated in 
Padua by the Ten's special concern r/ith the cattle. It vas not 
comon at this time that they should intervene in the control 
of the terraferma defences vith such frequency or concern for 

details,40 tmr in Padua the military authority of t^e city's 
Captain had to be exercised with due deference to their wishes



33

measures regarding the gorrison r»nd city guards - 
a snail but perfect oxruaple o£ Venice's capillary penct" 
ration of provincial affairs* 1?hC3s?e nay have been oteasroll 
grin to security from the Ten's vigilance* but the loss of 
local mitoaony did not necessarily imply efficiency* In & 
tho Pnduan Captain wote nngrily in answer to letters 
received from the Cap! of the Ten, TS&G had a-siprded en 
expectancy on r> castle garrison job to & »PII previously 
dismissed as unsuitable* He questioned the merits towards 
Venice of the individual concerned, who tod boosted to the 
Captain that &e had *uno k00 tscmtilhono di cfuollo eaT0 
conseio (dei Dieci) die far^ cte lui obtenir^ el suo in-

41tento anchor To non
Hot sti3?-prisin01yt in view of their provenance, the 

conduct in office of the commanders and soldiers of the 
P«iovincets guard force was prone to serious dcfectsf of 
which perhaps the oost important «as absenteeism* cfficirl 
p«9?f!ii53i€Mis for absence werc sometimes fiven to nobles serv­ 
ing in the ^carraferi^* though the trend of tlte later fifteenth 
century war to grant fercs? ^bero military conspetence ise^

<9^

involved* Uom-^-noble holders of humbler positions in th© 
provincial defences might also receive leave of absence,

43especially if further service t© the state was involved* 
But looking txjyond recorded authorisations, we can only 
guess as to tfee extent of unofficial absence, ©s suggested 
by preventive and reraQclial action. ^10 theme occurs in the 
indictment of the Pndton 6f»sttfLlran dismissed in 147$, in

4^reforrs»d roles of 1486 for tlie city's garriscm, and in 
two laws of 1506 ^tid 1507 concerned with tlie guarding of 
tfee terraferma cities. Issued on t&e eve of Agnadello, 
tliese laws lament the poor control of the city Captains 
over tlieir guard forces, and the frequency of guard ser­ 
vice through substitutes,45 Hfcis last evil of course re­ 
ceived encouragement from the state's ap^ogtnent of



and cgmociPlly their t^ido^s ^nd orphans f the
problem of control testifies again to vaaknasses in the 
donmsfttlofi and collaboration betveen central *>«d provinc­
ial ^uthoritF* The opposite vie® to absenteeism derived 
from prolonged ^orvice without transfer t wften ease and • 
lethargy sapped discipline*

Tho denioaiftottr of cast&U$n$ ' yes of cours© r contrib~ 
lafcory eras* to poeer disciplinary standards* tfea tinder- 
standably lax habitn of peacetime extended <m occasion to 
^llofcdng tlie ea,sy access of ontsidarsj to Padua's CBS tie t

Atfoss? ^CKrlal and also for trading purp^5^t ^»d it
not tmknovn for crtsfta&lpn? to fleece garrison soldiers

48in celling tbe!J victuals* Tfcesie attempts at illicit
like tlie gate gaards 9 interest in tax on

49entering the cityf we no surprise in the general
text of administrative history. They aret indeed* all the
wre natural in a Vetmstian netting ^fiere fonction^ries
expected to gain ttoongii utM|lit|ia and ^feere the payssant
of salaries to minor officials, noble and otlseanrise, was
often partial or late* T&® latter fact may be ©plainer!
by the -perennial deficit of Venetian state finance at this time,
which implied that its wakes t -creditors had

difficulty in obtaining their dtae« tn
forces* pay was largely protected from tax on

public office, and ted ^t least a recognised clain to
50 ixriority in the distribation of remnms*

& fiiasl coBsideration on ttie state of readiness 
of the Padaan permanaat defences regards their nwnitions t 
of both »rns and provisions. Th© focmer consisted princip­ 
ally of artillery placet leapt in the city castle, the 
latter of ^lieat and ?>om millet stored in Pa&m and a 
few of the other centres* Tfee Senate set norms on their 
maintenance, desnanding reports on their conservation and



attempting to institute a central inrontory in Venicei 
thore is however a growing interest eoqaressod by the 
Ten in the later fifteenth century, (coinciding *rith 
their other gradual acquisitions of competence ), 5S in 
the forra of legislation over nunitions, and claims to

C'i

exercise supervision and control*
Local responsibility for sunitions in Fadua belong­ 

ed to an official in the castle, but his activity appear©
S4to have bean Eiainly custodial, since it vas the &rseaal 

in Venice that supplied Venetian forces with gunpowder « 
artillery, and on occasion with arm for the provincial

55levies*
•Hie extreme sears ity of surviving administrative 

correspondence rbout iminitions limits our knowledge of 
their raaintenanee largely to existing legislation, ^hich 
demonstrates at least a concern for off iciency* But it is
clear that interventions by the Ten, or perhaps by

56etian touring officials, vere a rather haphazard and 
occasional check on the obeorva'&ce of standards set,
^ich - as far as we may judge from the legislative

S7 material itself, and from a few reports - wns fallible
even trithin the modest limits of peacetirae

Pr«»a this i>Ke^T u^ssenbly of evidence on the 
guarding of the Padovaix>, we are obliged to dr^ mainly 
negative conclusions* ^o the small maker of positions 
occupied, their insufficient raaterial upkeep, rnd their 
minima establishment of persminel, we irwst add doubts on 
the suitability and adherence td duty of soeic of the 
guard force. Tlie central position of Padua vith respect 
to Venice's frontiers has already bean illustrated, and 
for this oarae reason TO may conjecture that neglect in the 
Padowtno vns not duplicated in full in the fortifications 
of the Btresciano and Patriarchate* i/ith long poriodr of



peace, and other priorities in war, this picture of the Pad- 
ovano's defences is no surprise.

But this das tiny was not shared by the army: neither the 
long duration of peace, nor rjuortlons of location, seriously 
weakened the army's state of roadineon. The sharp contrast be­ 
tween run-down defences and a relatively well maintained army 
illustrate the strategic priorities of the whole Venetian 
terraf ema defence syste", which in turn guided public spend­ 
ing: available resources were stretchel to pay the army as
fully and regularly as possible, leaving little for the nain- 
land fortifications and garrisons. The rauch greater importance 
as : Igned to the army derived from the difficulties of ter^it- 
orial defence of the torrafcrnia, especially its western appr­ 
oaches in I»0rabardys there were not natural barriers significant 
enough to build into a strong, static d fensive line. The pro­ 
tection of tlie .ter /oforna therefore depended mainly on the 
mobile deployment of troops, and though the radovano was partly
protected to the south by the /kiige and its surrounding narsh-

*^P 
land, in tl>e event of the Venetian army f s falling back on
the province it was more likely to oc'-upy and defend the city
than fight over the torr : torio - 23 1509 ^emonstratecl, when5-i 
the Republic held the city against siege.

except during major campaign t there ^yere always c?»valry
and perhaps infantry of t!^e regular oonpanies stationed in the 
province, who could be mobilized in case of alarn, f But in 
time of war the bulk of these troops was withdrawn, with defence 
of the province dependent on the r-bse; t army. The danger of the 
province's dependence for security on distant amier. and front­ 
iers became apparont in 1!>0 >, when 7enet.ran forces gave battle 
to an ag refisor, and lost. The ai*ny«s .'.'allure to re-nroun cost 
Venice the tcrroforna, tomporarily» because the static defences 
were not oven minimally independent of tho forces in the field. 
Padua had perhaps gained more tfran any tfryafcrna city from t?^e 
Ton f c vigilance over fortrer-^os, and was in a sound enough 
structural state to be defended - as it was that putu^n. It '/as



a strategically essential position to hold, but in May 
1509 Venice lost its otm confidence, and therefore 
Padua's too*

The Venetian ^rt rd the province of Padua.

It is necessary to preface the specifically Paduaa 
focus of this section with a sketch of the stt-ucturos rnd 
organisation of the Venetian arfljy* Such an exercise serves 
also to carry our discussion beyond the initial prejudices 

by repeated criticisms of Italian armies ia the 
.ance period, supposedly forined of venal, unreliable 

politically ambitious inercenaries* In Venice*?, ease, 
a raozaent's examination of her relations vith her generals 
and lessen? captains belies tlie raytht tlie signoria preserved 
the balance of control in dealings idth its ganerals, able 
to dioniss then if necessary, (Varano in 1487, t?rancesco 
(Sonsagr in 14 98), but often sewed long and well by them, 
(Colleone, Pitigliano, j> 9Alviano)* in dealings with the 
arjfrp companies and captains, Veaiee urorlced tliroagh perman­ 
ent, elaborate organisational structuras, achieving contin­ 
uity of service -tfith regular re-hiring as the basis of a 
miniaua stcindii^ streogth« If w© adcl ttot many Venetian 
subjects war© present in the co^npanies, that c^ptaisxs 1 sons 
not uncoKrxw&y succeeded to their fathers* commands, the 
problems of loyalty normally associated vitii the hire of 
raercewRry companies appear greatly diminislied« Indeed, given 
the pejorative use of the torsa taercen^ry* , it would be better 
to speak of a professional, standing arqy»

Tho developsnont to ponnanence of the Venetian nrny in 
tlie first half of the fifteenth c&itury reflects both pol­ 
itical caution and Venice's gradual realisation of the 
superior qualities, fighting and organir.atlon.^1, of e stable 
force* The Peace of todi » tiiorefore, did not result in the



dismantling of tho arrny; tho difference betroea 
ti«ne and peacetime ms visible not so i^uch in the clis- 
Eds sal of oomandors and tlioir entire companies as in 
tho reduction of tba eo^anles* overall standing strength* 
(thanks to this system* a nucleus of tea thou&md nian
rapidly doubled for the 3fe*r of Ferrava* tliroug!) the ex­
pansion of existing u

aost important part of the Venetian arqy* as 
in other Italian fai*e@s of the tine9 t?«s its heavy cas^* 
ai^yj it was the f irst priority of military eKp^aaditiirt and
organization, ̂ comprising companies ®£ varying size formed of 

•lances 1 , a b unit of three rising to four horses. 3 ^ In

there '^ere rlco light cavalry, ?.t first stradiot^ 9 
from V^sattiaB end other Eastern re3itarra&ea8
tb« 1463-1479. W apiimst tb® Turks, and subsequently

service in Italy toof By t£o ait! of the century there
63als6 Italian ligtit hca^© coirf>aBies in ?<&netla» hire*

s TCre an Important a 
of the Eastern f ightingt but V^R0tian imfaat3?y in Italy 
wis sloi^ese* to develop a large-seal* regular strength* oad 
the ar^QT i2i wer-tiae depasded heavily on levies «

Eelations vit& the cospasiies 
eemtr^ets with the
individual sigatofSt though soldiers coild be dismissed oaf
tlio <K>r,f>ai^r f s 0«rser®ll st3*en0tli diminished a£^ r r^*5^t of

contrdetSf ganerally for two years wite tlie
64optiob of a third* TOT© usually ro»?ed* *Hie long

of sewlce l^f jsaay of the o&npanies and !?ss2^r in them 
was dalib^at^ay sought by Venice* vith edaed enoourage-
m0nts suck as sassi provision for the wive? and families of 
constables and captains on rctive service, &M for old

* responsibility for cow-ond was; shared



between r condottiore comondor, named Captain-K^enoral or
and Venetian noble Frowodltoyi» re­

presenting and reporting to th@ Colioglo. the 
(or its elected comcdtteo) and the Ten**5* But 
service occupied only a small part of the array ccnpanior.* 
time* and a major strength of the Venetian arsy - aport 
from regular contracts and prospects of pay •* was its 
peacetime system of organisation and discipline* under 
the direction o£ the QpllOflAq* (in particular t&o £^4i 
ji SSS^ISS,^* rcmtine administration was largely ia 
the hands of the Collatar^l*Klaa©ral and Vice*Collaterals, 

divided bettroon a central bam r̂ and tbe indiir--r-.i.u..:n.. T.r

cities* ^ie troops stationed in the
provinces cai!^ untto? the gcr*ap*?-l authority of the
lan city Captains* i*§ dealt vith the meeyfey
of ars^f pay# supervised the activities of the local

eseercised legal juridi.ction ovcsr tlte
6-8 

soldiers quartered is the province*
in addition to this general cher§at C^ptainn of tlie 

isajor cities llte Prdoa wrn^e often cosssla&iaited to iaa**
spect the ar^y cocr^nlesR either as sefr*bled in ^enornl pmr- 
ades, or indiviteally in their cuarters< if the likelihood
of a campaign or general re-organization indicated the first

the eastern Veronese and
(in particular !ioRtagsa»f&) is^oc*© favemred localit­

ies for parades » Venice- might mane and s<md special
Inspectors for th©se imjor parades, bat routine inspect­
ions on a smaller seel© were ^ar faora freoanut, handled

70by tl^e banca and local city
«j»he banca powvided the aii^ ^th a core of permanent f 

professional atoinistratorsf iyiiose activity maintadaed 
standards of manning and oouippingf and sonrad to link the 
companies - dispersed among tbo provinces - to tlio direct­ 
ives of central authority* Its established authority nnd



and procedures were especially valuable in tbc iranediate 
preparations for TOT, ^lien efficiency ^&f$ at a
in 1509 the Collatca*nl--<SaneKial inspected and reported to 
the cciapanies, distributing tlie ^ne^r necessary for

71equipping* The nrray fs pay was not tho franco*?
&ut equipping involve resources of

military applies, and if pay TOS in arrears,
*>o

ion required the distribution of funds*

If we want to assign ?n individual role to
of Fadoa t in the overell functioning of the 

's organi^ationt it is ©s a point o£ co"t)r 
linkage* This vas esixxsially true during tho war of 

Fen»araf viien its relative proximity to the fighting also 
it a casualty i*nd convalescent centre 9 accoraodating

73otiiers the Vcmetian oonrtacder§ Sanseverino, tn
the preparations- for nov*c distant fighting of rpring 
I|09» Padua ^as a transit point foa? the Froat# but also 
a centre of organisatiim ** Pitiglianot DMlviano a.ad
Collateral conferred tliero in February t and $<melno 

(a c<mtottip*e restored to favour) forced his-T-L-i.--.--T-- -m-.iM-rrw-

there*
But ^e cwst distinguish bettmen dty r»ad

a ccartaim f*incnmt of administrative work ^ms cotwiucted 
from Pa<taa f but it saw little or nothing of troops* tee 
tmrdefi 0£ their presanc© fell entirely 6n tlie Padova«0f 
there they were inspected f>ad equipped, there they trans­ 
ited or T«*e billetted* Companies travelling through the 
province wore eDcopted toy o£licialti of the city eortmtmet

to procure them nerviees due from the distrett- 
tli^r enjcsyed eofeqption foa? their persons end poss­ 

essions froa transit dasit (and <m all military supplies
nj*

they j>urdiar»o<5 ) * 
, . '.f,

f ' Tbe intonnity of troop movement and transit in

the province war. not necessarily connected uith canpnigning



in Italy - tropps we pssenfbled and shipped to the
77 in 1463 1 and in the following winter the Padovano was

host to something o£ a general military re-«gani?.at~
70ion, ' And o£ 0003*00 tit-ore might bo tension,

f without open hostilities* But the 
higher incidence of ndlitaxy activity in the
generally signified Venetian preparation for soar*
the defence of Friuli against t!f'? e Turks in the 1470s t

81 the tfrr of the P*->&£i Conspiracy, the nearby wrr of
t fitting in the "IrentiBO in 14S7. At the 

turn of the centOTy the Italian ^arss intensified activity »

especially betyoan 14 3Q ^nd 1501, idth action in Pisa
Hastenx tur>ccmyt c' 4 then westvsrd aggression coincid-

ing with fear of Turkish Attack in FriBli; * rad the
/gu^dello csarapaiga effaced an. tmprecodcnted bustle of«^» .
preparation ^nd movcr^nt. u ' * L -A. Î

The movement of troops vas
cost ^nd soi1^ degree of danrge for the teyitoyio^ bat 
t*xe system of bilietting represented a oon^t^nt demr-nd 
cm. its resources • vitli the evolution of pca?rnr.&ent liirings,
custom and the oorapanior. f contracts cano to sanction a 
nun&er of services ctue *• c!m;rt®rs f r. tabling • fodder, 
bedding and f irewood; the only form of reHteitjiursertaent to 
tlio villages i^r^ r«at for requisitioned premises ,

C7 
the rer.t <rss r tax in kind OB the Vcasetirn
These ducis - «lkich came to bo knora as t^yg Jti c

billetting to beooinc relatively long-term t tdtiiout
tlia necessity of Frequent itiovGs f. and the -igtiorir "Ico 
^ttenpted to ensure rdectunte facility for tiie rnjrcha.se of

o ^
food* 1'' 0 isvon isdtli the nrny on active duty, the :.'ifmoria 
Favoured the ostnUishment of Taar&ots behind the lines 
as well as direct recuisitioningf for ^hich cormenr-ation 
could be hadf i£ eJTectod in hone toriatory. in the 'Jr»r o



Perrara dagio-freo transit was permitted to those going to 
sail to the Po fleet end army, wliose consumption of grain
caused severe problems for Padua's supply at a time of high

P ̂  prices. '•** The ^ij2!°Zl? ts policy over the wliole rmestion of
supplying attempted to reconcile the army f s material needs 
tsdth th© contentment of those subjects called, upon to pro­ 
vide? as a result, heavy demands were spread as fairly as 
possible, and compensation given lahore due*

In the peace-time quartering o£ soldiers* their distri­ 
bution betweefc th© provinces followed criteria of fair fiscal 
sharing, as well as the administrative convenience of lodging 
then where possible within reasonable* distance of the Camera 
Fiscalo <!UG to p-y them* since ?adu«m revenues contributed a 
major portion of the military budget, the permanent presence 
of troops in the province was doubly assured. Their exact num­ 
bers are not easily atfeertainable: there is virtually no in­ 
formation recording t'-e presence of light tatalry or infantry, 
(except for the garrison units), and tl'.oir long-term ouarter- 
ing in the province is to be doubted except perhaps in the 
years before Agnadollo* The major bur don for the distretmali 
njould in any case have been constituted by the cavalry lances, 
and their ontitlement to tasse di Cavs&lJL* Thoro aro figures of 
1,3SD horses in 1483* an exceptional y high total reduced in 
148S to 6(50 1 964 in 1490; 1,136 in 150O| 1,047 in 1501} 715 in 
1506, and 6£4 in 1517 (with peace restored). 00 Aoart fron the 
tcsaporary iRfcalance af tej» the war of Ferrare, partly due to the 
quartering of Sanscverino f s men around his fief, the raimborn in 
the Padovano reflected the army f s overall strength, ond the 
ebb and flo^ of mv and pc-aco; the province's share appears 
wore or lejffi constant in relation to t^e total * testimony of

s preoccupation with fair distribution, indood, by
th© time of the divisions of 1513 and 1517 f arithmetical con- 
pa tat ion vas employee! to determine shares, with Padua (second 
to Brescia) assessed for tt/elva p*-rts of totals of eightyf ive

Oi
and eightyeight parts, respectively*



'Troops quartered in the Padovaao tended to be 
ia cortMn r»rear> of the province, to

&ry movement* and for {jawatar logistical
Q0>

and eeoiwtiy. ' tta pi»rt of th© Pecknrs.no nost 
the <|Ist3*0ttQ of Montagnnw* ficeno of

occasional aajop inspections f «ith its 
digtr<>tti of Bste rnd Honoolic©} also raucfa used 
cittadtiLla* in tho north of the tnratriueo9 •sritlt

que^tioii«j of strategic iranoptanee* 
bility aM rosourees of fo^Sia* and gracing rcmto»0d 
distriibfutiou of billet ting mwaa trllMn the P 
fiscal adjustment ariioiif ttie villager nets neconstary to '• 
compensate* ^nd what ^e find during the oecond lialf of 
f ifteontli eenttiry is a §r^du^l overall trend to oomnat 
©at^rial obligations into tax* ^uliags accsrawlated l)y
the nid'ile of tlte ccntuffy to regulate ttie r?aa?vice5 (S»ef

94 in cash aquivslont -j«is econon by that time*
Sird to intCTrone isi 14^S to 

iaflated ?aon0y equivoltets !>.?a?gained beetles soldiers 
and peasants ff toaanding that aroas tL^suit^blo for quart 
ering nake dua psjc^ont to the city igttori^ w&o 

soldiers or ttoir tosts*^ By tlio 1430s
cash, equivalent of aaa t*ii*d of a ducat per4 horse'j^ 
had emerged.* and raaaa Jw>d to protest to seciirQ
to oTPei* s^?vicos rather tiian Kona^ to the rtarqulfs of

also saeMng renewed protection against
9Sicnato contracts Mtwacm soldiers asid peasants.'

1500 and 1501 th© allocation of horses rmong the 
distretti was calculate;? to the exactitude of

fractions* just as taxes and corner, ^oro divided. 
tftfl.cji dl cwil'j «edf^ situply another rnoncjy tax is 
ed by the ©ppointmont i» March 1301 of an oxoctor to levy 

ra villages and ppy t:ho rotdior^ - !nit ttie ^en^te ^



appointment^ four aontfes later, reluctant to
the final commuting of service into 

It finally recognised this dwcaop^ieat in a law of 1517f
legislative sanction to xiiat Usd long boon current^ 

filing the 'rate of
Delayed recognition of the commuting oll dues into 

tax n**y 0^0 something to Venetian nicety of feeling, in 
wishing to dingui^e the real wadght of taxation on tli© 
peasantry t but tfoare nust have been 4v%ninidtrative 
orations too* $ money tax ms perliaps »noa?o ecpable for tho 
distrettuali. but it rowfcsd one of t*io practical aeans 
of control 3 f fig soldiers 1 t^ierenboatst nonay in liaa of 
services meant freedom to winder fi*on ^llocoted cjuarters, 
with obvious cmsequent rirte to military discipline afcd 
readiness* There ^vere of coarse standing orders against

ILOltroops* absence from their billets, "'"' l^ut P?dup.n complaint
©nd Venetian re*iie«H01 action d^motetrcite the endemic nature

102of tli© profclan* /n cssoeiatod dUTficulty yes the cavalry f s 
ffiaintoRcmce of horses • 1 fable to fall beXow stipulated 
numbers 9 especially in tri© long-terra quartering of peaca- 
timei and tbo com;>nutin0 o£ fodder and b©ddin<^ dues into 
money can only luxve vorseROcH the problem* Venice *s
rent V^L:- tlia systora of inspoctionr» t vith fierce

lo*i agrin^t atte^npts to deceive tfee in*5|K3ctors| ' a fcxr
the Signoria al&o sold returning

es to the coB?^0nles f bat the scheme tias discarded in
1D<43491 as impracticalt and. the eotipanios* niain soitsce of

supply remained private dealing* in iMcti Padua
105to have bo<m soaet^iing of a centre*

;• If tiie evolution of gax^di cav^lli produced discr- 
iplinrry difficwltie^t there nonet'^elerr. rerat'tnet! addqu 
means of supccrvisioa and organisation of the <?rray* And, 
apart from the spread of bargaining between troopn and 
peasant*1 , tlie monetary eoiwei^ion of taxe gained impetus



through acceptance into Venetian administrative prac­ 
tice - ^ad ^lpr*etice* Officials fcamd tlie system rpt 
for atase, tteottg*! the inclusion 30011$ tH2* s 
of otUe?& tfc&n soUi«rai like otto*' abases

the ar*^rts adminirtration* it appears to 
opntaiiied0 but not eliminated*10^ 
But t!*e state itself was responsible fox* assignment

neMriailitary beneficiaries-* when the senate 
took tli© amor In head in 1502 », to lighten th* fcarico

t it -was BO 
a question of atesive perquisite^ 9 but of grants

ana Co.lleffio^ vtoich vea?o to bo trifled to
the value of o^§ third of a docat per Taemth fos? er»c§i

107morto* assl§E©d* In fact brjr the tarn of the
century ^gM were ft re§nl^-f» adsainirtrative 0eeu3*r<me© in 
tb/e pay of & miscelleay of persons not in the ar^

$ reform of tl*5 © Verona fiscal ga^ra in 1301
gi¥6ant as if they were rn co^dicaxy fcw?m of ^csnsioa

tat mistakenly p^id f^ora public revenues i tljie 
raiscn d»®tre of * as a 8Bepal~itrpose reimrd was•

tliat f la sigacsvia iion lo de pag^r raa el coatadc *,"*"'
otltat* words', shortage of puZ)lic ftu^ds

105remedied bF rescopt to jjajfjs^ * ^a<I tte pity of 150£ for 
pcvoeri oontrdiiii 1 was a rhetorical f>hrar.e ^hic^ did
prcnrent the e9fploitatioz% of $axoa di , ggvalli ~s a 

fiscal cm|>^!iant» Official Disuse porliaps learneci frc^t 
r?basaf cheating a moB^/ tax in lieu of dues in "kind, 
broadening tHe ranlcs of its recipients 9 and incroaring 
its fiscal iy®lglit* The de^Uryied legislative MKtion of 
the Senate fa? the transformation of tags ir, !mt one 
example of Venetian administrative practice paving the 
^ay for th© legislator*

'•ir ';" i ' : this eiergence of a standard f idealisation of 
di iwlli vas in large part <fcie to 7enoti?n concern to



eliminate exploitative agreements, f<hr fear of alienating the 
distrettuali, Padua and its citizms, on the otfcer fo^nd, showed 
only intermittent Interest in the wiiole question of soldiers* 
presence in the territories Citizens* country Rouses were ex­ 
empt from billetting* and property on t-e city astino from the 
extra taxes levied in the villages for the various military
dues, as part of the fiscal privilege distinguishing the city

11 o from the territorio. " The Faduan Council's interventions over
bilnetting were largely confined to protest against its adverse
ectaonic effects, ^Jiere the city f s and citisens* wealth was at 
stake, and especially if its own political grievances could be 
given an airing!1*1 Padua's administrative part in the quarter­ 
ing and passage of troops in the ,ter^itorio was relatively mar­ 
ginal, the r^adgrniero dol.Conune distributed taxc anone? the
distrettt. of the Padovano, resisting attempts by the Venetian 
captains* chancellors to seize the responsibility, and mafce it 
an overtly rewarding onel 13 communal ofpicials In general nought 
to avoid tho tank of escorting troops on the move, who were li­ 
able to receive a poor welcome? the job of escort carried no 
pay, and was never assigned to a special official, though it 
most often seema to have come the way of serving or elected

and
Relations between soldiers and peasantry therefore depend­ 

ed for their harmony on the restraint exorcised by Venetian mil­ 
itary discipline and organisation. Disputes between tiie two com-
inanities did flare up, ovr*r taxo or other is sues J 1" and the

1 1 f 
soldiers might use violence amongst themselves « ° But the ori­
entation of Venetian mea^taren was to prevent clanher,j the dam­ 
age likely to ensue from troop movements was recorrniaed}1^ and 
tiae efforts to avoid friction included not only citisen escorts 
for soldiers on the road but also the netting of limits to 
the number of major inspections vitli t:<eir consequent displace­ 
ments, the establishment of mar trying on as stable and fairly 
regulated a basis a^ possible, and the subjection of trocns to 
the discipline and jurisdiction of the local city Captains.



Any Judgement on the of icioncy and equity of the Venet- 
ian cavalry support system mist necessarily be relative, in the 
absence of detailed comparative material* 3 1̂ Militarilyt the 
system worked t troops on the move or in quarters ^ere supplied 
with basic requisites to naintain their state of readiness* The 
comrautiarf of taxe into money contributed to perpetuate old pro­ 
blems of organisation and discinline, rather than raising new 
ones, and may in the end have been fairer to the peasantry. Ad­ 
ministrative practice and the coadotti^^s terms of hiring set 
HMts to effective central control, vithin u%ich Venice wana<red 
to maintain a standing army}19 apparently without incurring 
anything worse than resigned acceptance on the patft of the rur­ 
al population*

Turning our attention from the professional army compan­ 
ies to temporary forces conscripted or recruited by Venice, w 
find a less prestigious but highly important complement to the 
troops in permanent hire, Venice called on the tgrrajpjgga pro­ 
vinces 1 resources of raen and material for the bulk of the a:mty*s 
infentry9 all its pioneer?* and their ocpipirent, for carts and 
horses to meet supply and transport needs, and on occasion for 
boats, boatmen aM rowers* The burden of providing the?e ser­ 
vices fell exclusively on the gistrettuall,. Just a*1 , the cavalry 
companies 1 chartering w&" entirely their affair, vithout any 
contribution From tho citizens*

If we confine our attention to the fifty years preceding 
Agnadelio, we find that Padovano infantry levies (grQVisionati, 
cerne or cernida '") were little called upon In the first ts/©n-
4HV"MM^|HMMVP HttHtfHfHNF&il*H&RHNUB&

ty years r.fter tho and of the visconti warsi21 the inherc-nt org­ 
anizational weaknesses of the militia systen yero liable to 
multiply t/han tho call» to arras s/are infrerfu^nt and irronular, 
with the consequence that recourse to levies in rerponse to 
Turkish raiding in Friuli in 1477-7? exposed ^ave defects of 
training, discipline and financing, not only in the padovano 
force, but in all the continuants sent. Conscription orders 

of March 1477 allocated a sharo of two thousand nen to the



Padovano* some of vho^ *\ty hovo bean among the ccrnldo 
ing on river defences in Friuli later that ycr«r*22 Revised 
Venetian instructions? of the following winter aine^ to improve 
their training and organization, with an exceptional financial 
contribution grudgingly given by tfce Papuan Carmine* and in 
14 7B Fadovano groyis _ionat i_ di _ g_ M ̂ arco were sent to Pritill, 
with otbers held in readinessF^But a September parade in tlie 
combat sone itmsterec? only loi of tbe 8or scntt desertion had
con© as the natural consequence of lack of pay and food, r>lague 9 
quarrcas over lodgings 9 and general lack o£ discipline. s^

Clearly, ti;e sya tern's functioning fell far belo^ the ex­
pectation of planning in Venice, in r»pite of the extra efforts 
made. Attempts at w»ajor organisational change vare not appar- • 

however t till the opening decrdosof the Italian wars,
1«K

ugl> levies wwo in action again before thent In the mean­ 
time the growing importance of infantry as a tactical arm di4 
not e-ca^e the attention of the T«'-n f ^os«> interort in military 
affairs led then to launch a scheme in 14:>0 to train selected 
terraffrraa subjects in t^e use of sido~arr-^« and so provide
O»ft'^H*O«^>t* rr-'-fr%.1»-Biv rt^lll I' MM^

Venice with resources of native T>TWt:iOTil^5 isittt
culled frai the vin.^ges, regarded T/tth exemption from

and supplier vith arws a«d anmirition at their vilt*» 
expend e 9 t"- be tr- inec! by special instructors!3 ^ A 

ber of narfesnen trained in this ^/^y ^eyc? incorporated 

the Bpovisionatil
7he scale and tactic0 of fighting during the Italian 

confined Venice's need for rtere prof** p.ional and 
infantry, and the organisational directives of 1433 - when 
uan levies served in botfc T.o^barrty a:nc? ^rinli - *>1 loved th* 

villages to commte their obligations. T^ey vex*e to ^rovide pay 
of two ducats a montfc for each soldier (7on.lca paid another9 

making tliree) and leave the recruiting and organisation of t e 
force to the city Captain and Vice-Col.atonal, vbo in t!<e case 

resorted to the Sicnprio for help ir the crming of



% J) ft

80 the organisation 0f levies admitted
the principle of separate fund-raising and recruitment* 
and subsequent successful escperinient with Veronese levies f 
raised and drilled in 3,507 under a n« professional struct
ure of training and con ai}dt convinced Venice to extend«<in
the system to all the |»yftfgpy prdvineest It TOS
yet to be applied 9 howwerf ^*0n levies were called out
for the Agnadelio ar*ay# in vhich the Padovano contingent

l-a*
net with heavy fighting*

Peasant pioneers* or gugs|atwi» together tdtfe carts 
and horses » iwvided a labour fore© at the service of the 
avngr*8 field engineering needs , **nd of tasTafes^ military 
construction projects* laised fr«m the villages in the

as the yyisicmati* the Fadowno
of the 14?0s and 1480s iwe most often sent to friuli*
uiiare they ^or^ed on defence -» tike the Fortification 
Of Qradisea *• aga.inst Tur^isli threats of invasion, the 
expense and trouble of their transfer (worsened lay the 
depreciations of off icialdon) caused the Signovia in 1481 
to .ooormte the personal elentent of service to a tax of 
t^o ducats a nan a nonth (the pay due from the villages
to tliose serving) t presi^nably with a view to using local

!/%& labour in friulit But there is BO sign that this set *
precedent for commuting the personal service sttactied to 
the obligation* and great recourse vas had to labour 
battalions in tte var of Ferrarat first in the construct­ 
ion of bridges in I4&2* tfirough the Aaifa marshes and

II**!
across the Po* and then in support of the Venetian siege

1^4 positions round Farrara*
M the ve?y end of the century, Padovano nuastatort 

served in central Italy, at Bibbiena in 1496 ©nd Faenza in 
1503f thougli the distanoos involved in service at Bib 
(similar to those encountered earlier in Friuli) caused



but total desertion by both ^roylgionati <md ^m^tatgri^, GO 
repeating the pattern of events in Friuli of twenty years earl­ 
ier. The Erovv :;ditore in c rigo, his spirits 3a?speneO! by incess­
ant rain, questioned the sense of sending tor raf ernia^ sub j ects 
so far | instead of using the sa've funds to hire local forces!"" 5

Hanifost organisational difficultly, at t^elr wrr>t in 
the failurec of 14 7$ and 1498, end the general stimulus of 
changing tactical priori tier, spurred Venice to seek greater 
permanence and professionalism in her auxiliary forces, through 
schemes like the schiop^etj:icri ond the 150? reforra of the

But there remained a major obstacle to their 
. improver sent 2 the irregularity of tfieir service and

financing. The military quota of Venetian public spending in­ 
cluded only very limited suras assigned to infantry in permanent 
hire, s<'> obliging the retention of conscription and forced con­ 
tribution by the tei?; ;-ar erma villages to moet a sjubstantial part 
of the a:^ny*s nofxlp. Lltr.le pros?>3ct of r>ernononce w®s offered 
when reward for service consisted of temporary exoraption from 
corvAes, and. pay levied as an extra tax fro:r{ villages reluct­ 
ant to contribute. Tndf.vi'fuaia and r»e^han«s w5iolo villages thore- 
for»i sldrted the obligation of service in .person by hiring sub- 
stitutanP** without recrular Ftindtn^r fron ordinary public 
expend! tm»e, the railitia's passage to c elective recruiting, with 
the improvenent in standard t v̂ at this inoiie^, w^ ĉ difficult to 
achieve* But despite tho^e limitations, the military «orth of 
Venetian provisionati bv trie time of Agna^ello was far froni*m i -r--mt- • • mor— — r- —— —

negligible: t lie system VP.S Tnade to work as best it could.
Though army service weighed nore heavily on the terra- 

i Gxnloi'tinrr its n?.nrx>wor and some tinier, resources of
and draught animals, ̂' /enico occasionally called on her main­ 
land subjects for n^v?l service too, in an extended sense of the 

. It enbrared hostilitier and octroi li«T oy> the inland water- 
t ( particular ly important during phases of the Visconti

in tJ*»o wr>r of ^orrara, when oat- 
rolling and a good deal of the arny*s supplying were conducted by



61

river* The diarist Malipluro records that in itay 
fper haver hononl da renio d $t& randl in Trevi 
Padoana, et Visoatina* & comandar hontoni pratlchi a

13*5
navegar per 10 acquo do i tiuml*, Mot only boatnte 
bat also tMir boats tg®&® pressed Into service* for
toldge-bfallding on the l*oi40

A departtirc from thes© ptreceddnts was the
al made in 1500 to solw the H«dit0rranean wia? fleetfs 
manning problem l>y recruiting tm> thousand peasants, 
(tbrea Inindred jprorsi tfe© l*admrano)» to b© paid for six 
sjontfes of their service by th€ villages* l^lie ©xp®rlm®a
attracted recruits but failed in practice* for many of
the landsmen fell sick or died at sea« so that the

141 It anticipates later recourse to peasant
mm&ng otlicr expedittts adoptedf as manning 

worsened tteough tM0 sixteenth centtiry

£& a conclusion on th€®e support 'aspects of 
fonatian amQrf it is important to e@pbasi&e their fiscal 
character » and their underlying discrimination! the
state f s demands fell entirely on t&© digtrettpalit botlt 
for s«^p^i^s d^© to the permanent professional companies 
and for t&e financing and recruiting of militia and auxil 
iary forces* A 1447 SecdLaration of the Padovano Tillafer^ 
fiscal obligations listed^' ai^>ng ot^€^» iten9 t t«o etxtra 
dadio, one 9pedltta equoruw> et vastatowim cpal 
in canape* et siialllter condwcentiuii equos* and on© 
orwn sewlentlusi in caaipo f t as ^ell as the *oj»is

eis pasalndis et alodiandis 1 , vitb the cost of eacb
143computed in reacfer acm€Qr* A ruling of 1457f

to avoid delay and litigation between the Padovano admin­ 
istrative districts* ordered them to respond lur-ediatoly 
§0 ai^y domand for iastatorit railitia, carts and drivers,

144settling resulting fiscal inequalities afterwards.



Regulations mieh as these and evidence of their function­ 

ing make it clear that the various military obligations 
iwe exacted by administrative methods of sufficient 

strength and permanence to allov tlie villages little 

Chance to avoid thm$ and preconceptions of the eotaiwair 

ft* status of fcfty and tCT^itffPio. maintained by Padua. 
and supported by Venice, precluded participation by the 
city*

A quantitative evaluation of these oxtva fiscal 
tiiough highly desirable, pos®& problem i not

' ' . ' ' i ';•••. •••:'.' •••..,

is detailed iowl evidence laddng,. tat the escpanses 
obviously varied from one year or period of years to an­ 
other* As an indication the store of a single eoraioiie on 
the Brescian shore of l»ake Oar da, Poipenasae, vas little 
short of flf tytliree thousand lire for the eight years 
f*ora 1509 to 1517 - about six thousand siac hundred lire
pea? ansu% a huge sun for a conmna no bigger than many<t Jilt
in the Pa<!0vanQ, these are figures, for years of cont-

o rv<3^A >̂ -
inuoas warfare? hypothetical figures For^peacetimef using 

tto money equivalents current around 1500 of the services 
due, suggest seventeen thousand three hundred and sixty 

of ta%e di^cgyalitj. f or seven hundred cavalry horses 
a twelve laonth period, with further eKpeaditnre in 

any given year highly probable on at least one of
ettlgrl. qalllotti or guastatcgyi ^ortii^ on constraction 

projects - s^jr seven thousand four htodred and fca?ty lire 
for six montlis* service by <me hundred guastatori* Tlie 

resulting total is twntyfour thousand eight hundred lire*
In campaign years tlie |^3ce ,dl cavalll might fall 

with soldiers 1 absence from lodgiafs, but saving© isould 

be neutralised by the accommodation of troops in transit, 

and the service of five hundred provislona^i for six 

months wuld add thlrtyseven thousand two hundred lire - 

not to mention gruastatorlt carts and horsos otc^ it is



£"3

obvious that the total in a war-time year could easily 
reach ~ and exceed «* the £ if tyone thousand three hundred 
lirQ vliich the Padovano already paid as its share of the 
dadla delle lanze. falling to a possible peace-time

<f >» j£

level of perhaps one half of that sum.
Da Porto explained the payijig of the peasant levies

in the spring of I509f *#«« li f«nno dai territofci pagare 
da mese in iaese*»« Mi io penso, die eid sia piuttosto
dar nodo a quell i else loro stan so|3ra di r»Bai^@ i

147itori§ cte altro#* But it was part of a much wider 
system of * robbery * » s/hich ^as indispensable to the 
working of the vliole Venetian arr^r* . "

final usattw to consider in the 1T0neti.an
witli the province is tte ©2ct^it to uMeh the 

prof^sional co^anies offered paduans opixxrtunities of' 
a military careor. In contrast with tha fleet, 
©nd off iecered by fenatias patricians t service la the 
companies was quite tancormeeted with patricians* careers 
in public office* Anyway divorced from Venice 9 
antly maritis© traditicmf militasry <^plopient isras
ally givm to nonHTenetians on p^ouisds of political

1<4$Isecurity 9 thoo^ti this was not an
were the Cpllataralt and his banca Venetian, for

conf irnied the need to e«plc^ pgpof essional
141military adninistrators f and patricians' only in-

volver^ent with the aniyfs osrgaaif ation was as
advising astd instructing the corKaanders*

150 Despite 0a Porto *s assertion to the contrary » the
Signoria ina-cle considerable use of tiyrafcgma subjects in 
arn^r hirinfsj the fifteenth ctotusy witnesses a double 
process t in which Venice favoured the settle^nent in Venet 
ian service and trafera society of professional
ers, and encourage! the nobility to take service in the

151arqyt It would be mistaken to suppose that the absence



of a ruling prince and his court rendered Venice un­ 
attractive &s an employer, or insensible to the social
connotations of skill with anas, which is the tone of

IIP to Porto's criticism, the prestige attaching to service
in the household companies of the important Venetian 
captains was a recognised attraction? a Padaan gentleman
in 4> iAlviano f s entourage distinguished himself at £gna-

153 dello* ??he later fifteenth century vas a period irhen
jousting and the idaa of chivalry thrived in tlie terra"*

154with Venetian encaurag*n»ti testifying to the 
taste for splendour and spectacle* but also an incentive 
to skill with ar&a* Venice itself war* the scene of a nara-

1 f* IS
fcer of major tcmrnaments , isliile flalii fat skill with the 
bow§ the crossbow and later the schioppetto w«2?€ regularly 
held on the Lido, tilth the specific intention of attracting 
competitors from the

this attitude cm Veniee^s part, the abundant 
of tgrraf'^rma subjects in arny scapvice is <mly 

logical « Theere is some difficulty in establishing precise 
figures, siaca army lists are few and scattered, and very 
little infosrmatioaEi nay b© had to identify the rank end 
file of the companies*

Looking specifically £02? Paduaa aasies i ia find capt­ 
ains of not© in the earlier rather t&an the later fifteenth 
century - Paolo tion and Lo<$ovico 3iun^Qarint

captains* and the f-iarquises of sate Taddeo ^
fiMvtoldo* in the lialf -century before ^gnaMllo mmoB 

from other citi^ appear nore frequently than tliose of 
Paduans, but at least two families of political ranking 
had lasting connections with th© artsy, the aeraldo and-

/tndulfo Beraldo cornnanded Padovano provision- 
in the 1470sr 9 one son» Alessandro, rose from cavalry­

man to company comr40ndor» with fifty horse at Fornovo in
m f f\

1493, ^iere he died. Another son, francosco, served in



Venice's subsequent carapaipie, with a company humbering 
one hundred and six^r horse by 1508 , i&im ha entOTod 
Venice triumphantly in the following of D>Alviam> and 
the Provveditore zoroi Corner, victors in Priuli,1*51 
Bartolcmo Capodlvr>ecr. began like Andulfo B0raldot in 
charge of Padovaao levies, but rendered Bicsre important 
aorvic© to Venice during the war of P«rravaf during vfeich 
fee died | his family was amply rewarded, and then his son

in Venetian scorvioe in 14877 In 15C^ ' - 
brother Antonio obtainai tlie key post of 

Collat6K>al*MOeneral of tto ffirayt ixrof iting l*oci his family's
tte sifisoriatt fooa his vealtb and political 

and
V«nie0ts federal r main x»ecipi©i!t of the Faduan dadic

163 "t4iii^i CaTx>div&ec'a had contracted to l<svy«
It app©aa?s ttiat his election resulted mainly

164contacts and bribes in the £enate t and vhile
mettiods f used on this scale, ^as iKst vithin the 

reach of many jjS3S.§^yP^ subj^cts f it gives an indication 
of wfiat ia@y x^^lly have motivates 0a Porto 9s damtneiation 
of Venice as a poor mi!it£$3?y employer* Ami^r posts might 
seem denied to him and others t bat appointnie&t to 

hifti position 1pa? in fact related to factors of
adpaintfinc© and favour involving both 7anetian? and

165soEbJtfets in a patroisa0€ system* ^
of <K>«rse had neither the ambition nor the 

ability to command cavalry companies | sucii information 
as niay be Found indicates a significant isunber of ord~

wvalryntenf especially in companies loag 
in the rf^vface li^te those of the

and Bemi3rdim> Fc^tetoaceio. There also appears to be 
sorae connection betrsmon the area? used for billotting and
incidence of recruitr?tent f for the southwest Padovano fuam-

168 quite a number of cavalrymen, and infantry loaders



too. In\Pact constables Prom the province dm Venetian ser­ 

vice at the end of fifteenth century included Bortolo, 

Schiavo and Battista di Domenico da Monte.gna-p0 ^ as well

as Sebastian da Monselice, who served successively in Tus-
170 

cany, Modem and Faenza between 1498 and 1507. camillo Mal-

fatti, son of a Paduan notary, is another whose name often
171

recurs at this time, serving mainly in Friull.

Concluding comments on the province's role in Venetian 

military organization inevitabl}>- return to themes already

stated, and in particular to the province's transformation 

from centre of the Carrarese signorial dominion to a more im­ 

personal subjection in the much larger Venetian state. A tell­ 

ing aspect of this changed relationship, worth mentioning in 

passing, was the Republic's use of the province's economic re­ 

sources in a wider military connection: the careful conservat­ 

ion of timber and the special custody of the wood of Garpaneda
172 

(at the Northern end of the Suganean hills), growing of hemp

for the Tana (the Arsenal's rope factory),'* the manufacture of 

gunpowder and the institution by the Ten of an artillery 

school in Padua,'^ and the provision of a miscellany of supplies 

for the Arsenal - stone, gun-carriages, ships' biscuitl*^

The province's military rorte was as part of a larger un­ 
it: there could be no significant degree of autonomy in the 

deployment of its military resources. With the exception of the 

city's defences, the province's fortifications suffered decay 

and neglect, since strategic planning and defence spending 

concentrated on the mobile protection offered by the army, and - 

where concerned with the stable defences - naturally looked 

first to the safety of the outer provinces of the mainland 

atate. As far as the army was concerned, it was the direction 

given by central policy-making and authority which co-ordinated 

the worlc of local administration, in the supervision of the 

cavalry companies, and in the various demands made1 on the Pad- 

ovano's resources of nen and material. The Paduan body politic,



as a corporate entity, was therefore little ore than a 
speetatw of Venetian military organisation and TOpfare, 
though the Slgnoria attempted to iniroiVG tgrrafgraa subjects 
tteraiiff' the publication and celebration* -diere apt* of irs* 
portant nwsP*5

•

Fad it not been for the tonporary collapse of Venetian 
£r8is and morale in 1500 f the tmdc^current of grumbling by
th© Parian political clasr, uould pTabxbly never have taken 
more? substantial for?n. But tshon Venice vas briefly dispossess­ 
ed of t?»e npovince, tfco circumstance ^foich allowed it owed
a grest deal to the cuim.ilative effect of years of concentrat­ 
ion on the arrwy in its -yit1«-iprn<jiTi<j tactical role» to the
neglect of local systms of



1. Tho Venetian army and its organization have been far leas studied 
than the navy and maritime warfare. After ^.^IfcKl La trial ill tare 
Italiana del linage i me nto (Ivaples 1934;, more recent and special­ 
ized work has been done by <vi.MALL£TT 9 (* Venice and its Condottieri' 
in ed. J.tiALL Renaissance Venice, London 1973; ^erc^nariea and their 
Hastors, ipndon 1974;. retailed studies of the Venetian army of the 
15th and l6th centuries are in preparation by Or. Maliett and >*rof. 
Hale; 1 am indebted to the former for advice and help.

3« Turkish forces reached Goriaia in 14b9, and penetrated the matriarch 
ate in 147ii, and 1477-7*3, see M.SANUDO Vitae ^-ucuui cit. pp. 1197, 
l;a05-O6.For coratrient on resulting fears, see r.i'RivTG yc.neaia e i 
lurch i (Florence 1975) pp. 2O t 32-54, 275.

3* August 149U was the month of Lodovico 6forza*s fall in Milan, and of 
Antonio uritnani's defeat at ^onchio. On 20 Oct. 1499 t'KlULi (£iarjli 
11 p. rfiio; and SANUUO (tfiarii ill 31; report general coir, *otion for 
fear of Turkish or German attack, banudo claiming to have seen 
2O,Ouo people »»u la piazza* in i adua.

4* The fullest account of this war is iu.i'XVA La duerra di Ferrara del
1893-4, 2 voll. . iiarly Ferrarese raiding breached the 

banks, see *t«&tNUiX) Cotuutentarii della kuerra di Fe_rrar4* (ed. 
L. Manin, Venice lb£9) , pp. 13*14. For the poor condition of the 
flooded areas during the episcopal visitation of 14d£, see ^.&1US 
L*Attivita I'aatoraic del Vefecoyo Pietro^i)aro^ai a Padova (1487 » 
|l 6X>7 j « (radua 1977), p. 137; for tax exemptions and repair works 
resulting cfr. below \ty> tf&i te£'X\-

§• For the 1434 dispositions, see A.S.V. Senato terra reg. & c. 104r
4 iiept. 1484; for 15Jl-Oa, see idem re^, 14 c. 7Or-72r, c. iiOv-lUlr.

•* For the difference between the nearer and further provinces, the
homeland and the further holdings, see U.CO^i 'Arobiente Veneziano, 
Ambiente Veneto 1 c|t. p. 95: the river Mincio, flowing from lake 
Gar da down to Mantua, divided central and western provinces, though 
the Veronese was not always bracketed with the <-:arca Trevigiana.

7* Resulting in strengthened security measures by the Tent cfr. A.&.V. 
Dieci Hi&te reg. 17 c. 14Ov, 145v f lior, 156r, 173v - May- July 1470. 

wus Ui^h in the suttt^er of 1471 with the visit to hantua of
Maria 6for«a, hostile to Creole, see Cronuca di Mnoiiimo 

Veronese tfit. p. 285, A.fe.V. Senato Hecreta reg. 25 c. 47v and 74v- 
75r - b duly and 22 Uct. 1471; see too A.^.V. Senato Terra reg. 7 
c. 15ov (Feb. 1477^, removal frum the ionselice garrison of troops 
added at Borso d'Mste's death.

S. ued by Miccolo di ^euuwilo d'iaste, including i 'a Juan and Veronese
sup , x>r tors : see A . UU ̂ u. .HSi!Kl*ku^ Ferrara. the >tyle of a ti»naissaacu 

(irinceton 1973), p, . 180 ff.
•• S«»e t'lVA La (jtuerra cit. T^e ap. roach of iio^tllities gave temporary 

inportaoce to the raduan citizen Vicar of ^.nguillara and his marshy 
dooiain on the Adi^e, see 5.i^ti>0 Coaiaicntarii cit. p. *;5, A.S.V. Uieci 
Histe reg. 2U cc. 159v-60v April 14S2.

10. See A.b.V. Oieci ..i^te ro^. ^ c. k:J7r-2Br Jan. and Feb. 14Bt>. The
had confiscated the^ Caroerlengar ia at the outbreak of war,

and sola it to the * isani. ieroia of peace specified its return, but 
one of the ta*«ks of poat-&ar Venetian diplooiacy was to ensure the 
t'isani's continued poatoecisioa, see A.O.V. t-oiiegio Lettere secrete 
reg. 5 (14fci4-d5; c. 37v-36r, letter of 1* Nov. 1464 to the Vicedoa- 
inu3 at irerrara. The effects of war Spending uo doubt influenced 
the duke* o decision to sell.

11. *ee A.S.V. Senato Segreta i eg. 31 c. 167r 17 *J«c. 14B3.
12. 6ee MAi>^;n » Venice and its Condottiori ' , &sp. pp. 1^7-13u.
13. Sanseverino had hoped to win lands for himself in the >ar of Ferr

iie played an important part in the peace-making and then, while his 
won attempted to establish the£i.selve& in liuola, ho first plotted 
unsuccessfully against Lodovico Sforza, then took i'apal service 
against Charles of Calabria, his o, , onet of the .*ar o£ Forrara. See



13. i'lVA La Guerra di Fdrrara, II pp. 23-24; .SANUDO Vitae iAiCum ,,p. 
(cont.) 1214-15, I22v—21i ij.tau.lj -I aitto Ammlx Veneti aal 1457 al i5uM (ed, 

F.Longo, A.S.I, t. VII parti I-Ii, 1643-44 J ,~Vp. 29d-i>U, 390; 
Cronaca di An up imp Veronese p 4... 415-10; A*a.V. Uieci >d«te r«g« 
c. 19<iv-97r 17 July 1480$ SAM/DO op. cit. p . 123d, 1242.

14. *hey abandoned Venetian for Milanese service in 1483, see A.S.V.
Senato 'ccreta ro0 . 31 c. 3 r 25 June 1433. after their succession 
to i ittadelia they were subject to Venetian surveillance, see A.S.V. 
Coiiegio Lettere Secrete fil*a 1, cc. 327, 329, 34o. frraca* o was 
suspected of involvement in the Padumi conspiracy of 1469, v above 
p and n. 32 j . For mounting suspicion, and the steps taken for 
their removal 9 see 3ANULK) Diarii II 305, 111 39, 44, 58; FiUUU 
i>iarii p. 7; A,S.V. Dieei i.iste re^. 26 cc. 61, #6v 99v-lu r (Oct. 
1490-Jan. 1500). ,

15. See SANUiK) Diarii V 319, 33u; and in general G.B^KCH&T /.alatoota 
a venezirt. Venice ibi>2« 1 '

16. 4iee G.rt.^ANON ^>a^i atoricjl. ,su .Citt.ajtella nel Secolo XVI°« (Casteggio 
1905), p. 29| SANUao" ^iarii VII 251, 455, 491 and I\ 1O. Malatesta's 
behaviour in 1&>9 v/ae influenced by c ,nct--rn to safeguarci his tenure 
of Cittadeila against tue Suns ever! no, who attempted to re^o>er it.

17. >ee the appointments recorded in A.^>.V» ^e^ietaruo alie Vuci, aerie 
mista, re^^. 6 ami 8. Limena and ^tra are points of confluence on 
the ^rontu, respectively U ku:. north aad U k^. ea^t of « adua; of 
minor importance, they were sometimes coafided to non-noble c a* tell- 
ans - for Limenu SQQ A, 3. P. Ducali reg. i) c. 97v-93r March 14ol v 
for ^tra set? A.6.V. Dieci kiste i -vg. 26 c. 71v 5ept. 1493.

18. A list is printed in Famialie di ; adovu, Ceni4. otorici <auiie 
1842), p t,. LXXVll-LAX.U/. ~

19. K.g. the cattle of ->ovdlenta, aco Itinerario di Marin Sanuto ;.cr la 
Terraferaia yeneaiana neliVAntio 14B3, (ed. K.URO*»Ai t A adua 1343), 
pp. 31-32. The tenure uf liovoienta cu^lle by the Lip^onano is a^8° 
attested in A.S.V. lifficiali al^e Rason /ect hie re,,. 52 c. 178v 
27 Apr. 1481 | this register is rich in information concerning the 
Uft'ic iall's custody and leasing of public property, though econouiy 
of space ^crwita no further exuiupiificatioci.

20. tf<. n. 19 above, also ,\.,j.vr . Capi dei i>ieci ^otatorio reg* 2 e* 34r- 
35r 3O Nov. 1491, reference to leasing at Carnposasipiero in bept. 1491 
by an official of the Kason Vec hie of property at Kustega; fi.S.V. 
iienato Xer.a reg v 13 c. 145r 4 ept. 150O; Idem reg. 14 c. Uuv-lOlr 
24 AU&. 15u2; ^A^UIX) .iatli IV 3o5 2ti ^ept. 15t>2; A.S.V. £nato 
reg. 14 c. 133r 19 Jan. 15u3; SAlvU^O .ijiarii V 185, 194 Get* 15U3.

21. The Ten's greater caution did not prevent economies in fortificat­ 
ions' man «iing, or their leasing, though th& latter pr act A we appears 
to have been concentrated in the inner terraferma; $ANt tA> i)e 
ratibus I rbis (in Cronachetta. e«l. R. Fulin, Venice IbBO) p. 131 
mentions H«»j»tre, Proviso and * adua. The Ten's directives on the
conditions and reissue of leases cawe a^et those of the 6 nate «- see
A.S.V. Senato Terra re^. 11 c. 4r 1 ^r. 149u, r«^,. 12 c. 154r 26
>iar. 1496; A.6.V. ^ieci Miste reg. 27 c. 139r 31 May 1497. 

22. See HYUfc Padua in the Ag«._pf i>anjf. p« 33 5 i).TORRESINI i'adova 1509-
del la i ;ras.a»i Urbaniatica

j> ; ,. 44-40, 
23. See A.SI.Mlui*! ^toria di *• adova dalle Jjrigini alia . 

XXIII, ^ adua 19^8, p» «574{ '»ra«uaeuto Mteuito Uel » 'Itinarario in
Tenaferma di Marin Sanudo' «.ed. U.FILIN, A.,V. t. XXII iSbl), p. il| 
Rela^ione del i odeata Ag;ostino da .lula U adua 1674), p. 18; A.S.V. 
^egresario aiie Yoci, serie mista, reg^. 6-8 passim. Gates in the 
old walls were apparently ^hut at night, but not guarded: see an 
intervention by thu Ten over the gate of S.U>riinzo, A.S.r. Ducali 
reg. is, c. 9r 27 June I486.

24. ^>ec 'Kratiimento Inedito 1 cit. p. 19; A.S.*'. Ducal i re^. i: c. 18v 
27 Sept. I486. For the Camera del Lavorieri see below j«.



6o

25. See A.&.V. Cap! dei uiecx votatorio re&. 2 c. ll>lv-y«:r 26 July 1499.
26. bee e.g. A.6.V. £enato oeareta reg. 42 c. 145 - Hay 1460*
27* see the couiuii.ssion to i ietro Balbi, Captain of ; adua in 1507, (ma*

ttrit* tiibi. ,.g. 752j, us well as frequent mention in governors*
relation!, (see jtelassioni .dei j jet tori Veneti cit.).

28. The Ten initiated repairs to i'adua's wails in 1461, with responsibil­ 
ity later passing to the Senate^ aec a.S.V. ;jieci Miste reg. 16 c* 77v 
7 Oct. 1461, c. 10OV 24 June 1464} A.&.V. -enato Terra reg. 5 c. 19v 
17 Sept. 1462, c. 37r IS Apr. 14G3.£fr. /*. S^b^&u)-

29. For aemulitian& in 15ul), see Let tore atoriche di Lui&i da ^ orto
Vicentino (ed. kl.aafiS^AM Florence 1807), p. liG; oA^Ui/u uiarii IX 
25, 36 f£., and PKIULX Diarii IV 204, 20b-O9, 221. Not aii building 
near the defences was illicit, or due to bureaucratic oversight: 
see e.g. \.s.V. t>ieci Mist© re&. 22 c. 2o3v 17 /tug. 1485, permisa- 
ion given by the T«n to Marco Barbari^o (months away irow becoming 
Jo^e; to strengvhea the eaclo$iii£ »ali& of his orchard where they 
taet the city walls.

30. Its inmate** 1 political status may have been pasaed off publicly aa 
insanity, or else it may have housed t e demented as well aa &iga 
security prisoners. i»ee A.S.P. iHicali reg. K c. 74v-75r ib Jan. 149u, 
reference to 'futuos :ui istic in castelio reperiuntur*; Lettere 
^toricfee di Lui&i da A orto, p. 40 - in the castle *... usano i ven- 
eziani tenor se^uestrati r«olti paxai c queili n^ssi&iawcnte che parlano 
contro il governo loro... 1

31. Marieta and her children were sent to Venice in 1476, and to i'adua 
in 1476; she died there, and her sons were freed in the Faduan se­ 
cession of IGui*. ,>ee ;».tikION Caterina...Cornaro Regina di Ci^ro (Hilan 
19-8;, esp« pp« 116*19; A.S.v. ui&ci >«iate re6 . 1U c. lluv 15 July 
1478; BONAKUI *1 Padovani iabeiii 1 cit. PI . 377-78. Cfr» in general 
ttie account of Venice's relations with Cyprus at this tine in 
MALI* XfcJRO Annali Veneji cit f IX, parte teiv.a.

^2. For disciplinary action by the Ten see e.g. A.s.V. Dieci Histe reg. 
22 c. 211 27 hept, 1485. Venetian committees appointed to review 
the cast of the castle's upkeep required their permission to inter­ 
vene, see A.O.V'. Dieci Histe reg. J5 c. 40r 25 Mar. 141il, A.^.V. 
Senato Terra i eg. 14 c. U6v-lulr (Au;j. 15i2).

33. See e.g. the £*ste casteilany, refused in I486, 1492, twice in 1495, 
1496 and twice in 15ol - A.6.V. 6egretario aiie voci aerie mista, 
reg;g. o, 8 passim.

34. .No fuii-scale analysis of the various paths followed in the Venetian 
nobles' cursus honorur, h.s y^t been published; the status of cast* 
ellanies was low, fur unambitious nobles seekin,^ a modest but steady 
income * cfr. coa: .ont in J.LAW I he Coiat.:uue of Verona under Venetian 
Rule frog 1405^ to If455, (uxford UGIV. D.vhil. thesis, 1974, unpuh* 
iiahoa, pp. 17fc»*6uj.

55. The £fte caatellany is again an exasa( xe, granted for the livelihood 
of irunce&co da .'iosto'fc aon and widow: A..J.V. Senato Ter^a reg* 14 
c. 75r 17 Mar. 15O2.

36. See A.i?.V. Coilegio iegreta Corafaiasioni reg. 15^0-1513, c. 17r 15 
Mar, 15u2; c. 47V-1BV 23 .Sept. 15^5.

37. Fofc interventions by the Ten, see A.S.V. Jieci Miste re^. 18 a. 231v- 
32r 31 Oct. 1476, reg. 24 c. ll)9v 31 Mar. 14B9. But see, in contrast, 
the evidence of a 1476 inspection, (^.. .V. Senato, * rovveditori da 
terra e da war, reg. 24 - re^istro di Lorenzo uoredan, rrovvoditore 
Uenerale in Terraferwu*, 1477-7b, c. 57v-58r 5 Feb. 1478j. Loredan 
stated '... per quanto a mi, li havcrebe cassi tutti 1 , noting the 
presence of eight men at least 64 years old, including one *para- 
iitico et irapotente*.

38. See A.3.V. Senato Terra re«. Be. 49r 5 June 1479, c. 7ov 3,j Oct.
147y t c. Iwtir 14 Keb. 1183; A.S.i-. Jucali r«g. li c. 42V 3 July 1488;
A.S.V. Serenissima Signoria Lettere Terra, filza 1, letter dated
13 Nov. 1466; A.^.V. uleci Miate reg. 24 c. lotfr 31 Mar. 14b9. There



38. were others from the fall of Scutari who came to the province - 
(cont.; a gentleman of the city was Castellan of Montagnana o.*£eno, see

A.^.r. Jucaii reg. i> c« 19r Jan. /Fob. 148V, A.^.V. *»enato Terra
reg. 12 c. *73v-74r iu :*ov. i*9i. 

39* ke<* A.&.i . Jucaii reg. i'. c* 42v 3 July 1176; A.S.V. Dieci Miste
reg. 25 c. 195v 27 Feb. 1493^ re^. 2C» c. J3v -7 Mar. 1493, reg.
2d c. 193v 26 Feb. 1501; u.b.V. Dieci Lettere di Rettori b. 80,
letters dated 2o Oct. 15U>, 13 Apr. 1505; A.o.V. ^ciiato i'erra reg«
15 c. 34v-35r 27 June 1JX4.

40. ^«e SANUiX; jjiarii II 3oo 5 23 Jaa. 149ti, a vacancy in Padua cattle
is not&d as beiug tiie oqpi oi the I^ri's to fill. Other castles taken 
under the lea's special protection *>eri? those of the newly con.,uer- 
•d Crewonese in 1499, sec A.S.V. Dieci dste roc> 2ti c. 96v 3U J»c* 
1499.

41. ^eu A.i>.V. Uiec^ Lett ere di kettori b. 8u let i or dated 3O Max. 15U6. 
in 1478 Loredun had noted (above n. 37) t.mt very aiaiiy of the . aduan 
garrison po&^eaned iettfcrc UucaXi in taeir favour; the castellan 
at that tirae, difiiui&sed probably as a result of Lor o dun's report 
(cfr. ii. 41 j, had even ^^ ̂ ointed his thrne-year old son and a serv­ 
ant aged 12 or 13 to the garrison*

42* In 1471 the Senate renounced claims to competence In the matter, 
and in 1470 the i'en aBBumed sole rigut to authorize casteiiantt' 
absence, fe3« .i.^.V. bttiiato i'er^ a r«^« b' c. 10 2v 21 Hay 1471, ...S.V. 
Dieci Hieto rog« 18 c* 2\-9v 16 :iay 147o, reg. 19 c. 04r 11 June 
1477. Subsequent i>cr&i3sion@ are recorded in the regg. of the 
Consiglio and ^iecl Mlsto.

43* See e»g. the career of i>attiata da ^re&cia, constable of the
gate of S.Sofiat who travelled as servant of tho aoibaaoador Domenico 

iu 1474, and was u&ed by the ien in confidential woik, includ* 
Co lit acid with liantua. In 14Bo he wa* regarded with aii expactaney 

on a job in the Venice flour fondaco. See A.S..'. Jucaii reg« J c. 
Ib5r 16 duly 1474, A.S.V. Dioci Miste re«» 24 c. 47r 30 Jluly 1438.

44* See A.b.V. i>ie«Ji Mi@te reg. 19 c. 9 v 7 i eb. Ii7ci, reg* 2o c* o3v- 
34r 11 uct. 148u.

45. bee A.&.V. ^enato ler.u reg. 15 c. l^dr ti Au^. 150$, c. llMv 6 Uct. 
l(x>7; cfr. i lull's co^uuicnt ( Ji.ari i J-i *>• 421) that Venetians sent 
their servants to serve in their stead.

40. Sec a report on the i*adu«m castle in 1135, A.8.V. Dieci Miste ref> 22 
c* ~15-*.lGr 5 Oct. 1485. For similar faults, and propped reiaeUieti, 
see C.Cli-'OJJUA *>iote di Storia Veronese - la Uelazione di Giorgio 
iioamiai iva tiuiio otato di ^rona e del Vcroimae*, .%..^.>. » t. vi 1U93.

47. bee A.^.v. /icci Miwtc re^. 25 c. !*2v vcc. 1491, the i adua wine
contractor undertook te su^, iy the castle, to prevent losses

to the fisc frou, trading taking E>lace ti^ere. Cfr. above nn* 41, 44, 
the mis demean mrs of the Padua castellan dissiisaed in 1473. 

4S* ^>ee legislation by the Teu 9 A.^.». ^icci _.iatc reg. 16 c« 119v 13
Jan. 14t>3, reg. 17 c, 6ir 1 Apr. 1407; cfr. accusations u&aioat the 
i adua ca&telian by the garrison, Idetp reg* 16 c. 2«ilv-2«4T 5,11 -ec. 
1465.

49. For complaint and action against marauding gate-captains, see A.S.i*. 
Atti reg. IV c. IG8v 3 Oct* 1465, A.S.?. Jucaii re&. KUbeo c. 2oBv- 
2u<^r 24 Oct. 14bQ.

50. Cfr. dl«cuattion in Ch. Ill balour, e^p. ^P ^^u nu. 45-48. The Padttan 
via garrison suffered from delays and arrears of pay, which standing ad­

ministrative orders perhaps prevented from worsening, but did not
cure. See A.b., , Due all re&. & c. 73v 19 TJov. 113\>; A.b.V. Oieci 

» Letters di ^ettori b. 8^, letter dated 15 i>ec. 1507. 
52. Over the castle of iaiiuu, over the inspection and maintenance of

fortifications, over the attention to duty of castellans - cfr.
above pv . 2^ |^> 

83* for the discovery of neglect in i'adua, see A.S.V. Dieci Miste reg.
17 c. 17Ur 14 June 1471; they assumed sole right to authorize perish-



53. able munitions' sale or renewal, also ordering castellans to re- 
(cent.) port on their upkeep to the local city l>et *.ori when leaving office, 

see Idem reg. 18 c. 210 18 May 1476. Further provisions of 1487, 
specifying control over artillery, aere renewed when discovery of 
neglect prompted a gen«ral re-issue of regulations in 15\>0 - Idem 
reg. 28 c. li«£v-13r 28 Feb. 15W>, (cfr. i'KIULI ^iarii I p. 282). 
In 15O5 the Ten sold off stocks and requisitioned fresh grain for 
the i'adovano castles, see A.&.V. iji&ci Miste reg. 30 c. 214v-15r, 
c. 217r Nov. 1505.

54* See A, 3. 1/. Collagio .votutorio reg. li, e.^ry dated 21 Aug. 1470$ 
A.S.i: . iHicali reg. G c. ^iv-«:5r 3 
da M»l« cit. p. 13.

55. See MAlA<£TT Mercenar L*»^W*&_ ttigAI* Masters pp. 14<d-41; fpr the arming 
of radovano leviea, see A.i.V. :>unato Terra reg. 8 c. 8v 5 l-iay 1478. 
Though in 147U the reverse had happened, when the Ten borrowed can* 
non from » adua to hasten the arming of the war fleet, *&& A.S.V. 
Dieci Miste reg. 17 cc, 143v, 144v, Il5v.

56. Cfr. above p , i° and n. 26; munitions checking figures in at least 
three later 15th century commis^iona, two to ; rovvejitori »o. rM |e 

in 1 iG4 and 15v/ t while one in 1491 was specifically for an
artillery check* ^e A.S. (/. Henato T«rra re^. 5 c. yw ̂ « ^ov. 14G4, 
A.S.V. Collegio -ecreta Cotur^issioni reg. 1482-U5 c. 159 31 Aug. 
1491, and reg. 15u -13 c. 3r-4v 21 Apr. IS^Oj cfr. below ̂- i°T n. RI J /.-iz^^e^

57. Castelhaldo, Caraposampiero and ioata^nana all kept grain provisions, 
see A.S.^. Dieci Fdste reg. 2Q c. 105r 11 July 1181. For reports, 
see A.S.i-, Ducali reg. E c. tmr (Castelbaldo 149O); A.S.V. Jieci 
Letiere di Hcttori b. 112, letter dated 17 ^eb. 1503 (Camyosaiaplero) . 
See above n. 44, the Paduan Castellan di dtp insect ia 1478 was accused 
of selling the castle's munitions. See •.eiar.iuni dei Ret tori Venetig 
VI, n. 1: a report dated 19 Sept. lt< . by the ^turning Kettore of 
iiovigo described inrunitioue in the , olesine as *mal govermide*.

58. Hit there was no BU <:, e^tion of elaborating these natural obstacles 
into a properly conceived serraglio; the fonaer aei rajglie of Arin, 
vvhich ran east of ariua, waa no lunger tuaintaincd as aucti in the 
15th century, cfr, the documents in Ms. O.M. It. VII ^397 (IO134).

59. The eventuality does appear to have bean considered in radua's case 9 
if this is the correct Interpretation of work ordered in 1471 to 
expand the troop-holding capacity of the citadel - se*.- . ,6»V. Senate 
Terra reg. 6 c. 13 5v 26 June 1471. On preparations for aie^e in 
1509, when the city housed a lar^e defending force, cfr. above n. 20.

Go. i»©v? aboVe p.^> and nn. 7-B.
61. See MAL M'T Mercenaries and their Masters p. 119.

see A.S.V. Senate 
Terra reg. 11 c. , ..*iv-23r 10 Sept. I49O.

i»3.
64.

in 149O four was 
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126.

cfr. above p,3£and

Cfr. above p. 3\ arid n. 27. There is no collected documentary material 
for the activity of the . aduan Vice-Collateral in the later 15th 
century { the first records preserved in the a«S.P. date from 1647.

69. >ia^or paradoa brought trucks together from several provinces; the 
i'adoMano detachments r^i^ht gather on home territory at *u>nta£nanu, 
(see A.S.V. Senato i'erra re&. 11 c. 28 9 Oct. 149i ; ;iAJWUO Diarii 
I 808 22 5ept. 1497 , or in the Vicentino, (see A.S.V. 6enato oegreta 
reg. 18 c. 145v 25 Hay 1502), or the Veronese, (see A.b.V. Coliegio 
Segreta Coramissioni reg. l&-^>-1513 c, 47v-48v 23 ciept. 1505j. On 
all these four occasions the Captain of i'adua was one of the inspect- 
or s i

70. See e.g. A.S.V. Senato T«r a reg. 41 c. 129r 1 AU&. 1508, ordering



70. simultaneous local inspections in each province. Foi? the regularity 
(cont.) of these inspections, see e.g. A.S.V. Senate Terra reg. 6 c. 171r

27 July 1472, reg. 7 c. IGOv 30 Dec. 14f5, specifying four and three, 
respectively, every year.

71o See A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 16 c. 107r 8 Mar. 1509; SANUDO Diarii 
VII 763 27 Feb. 1509. Banca war-time expenses were more than double 
those of peace-time, see A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 9 c. 108v 16 
Sept. 1484.

72. In the decade before Agnadello, the Senate's directives not infreq­ 
uently linked the timing of pay and inspections - see e.g. A.S.V. 
^enato ^ecreta reg. 39 c. 83 1 Mar. 1503, reg. 41 c. 18 and 19v - 
16 and 19 Mar. 1507.

73. See PIVA La Guerra di Ferrara I pp. 112 ff.; SANUDO Comruentqrii
pp. 34, 39, 45, 5O. For the burden on Padua's hospital of S.Francesco 
see A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. 316r 18 July 1482, c. 397v-98r 6 Feb. 1484,

74. See SANUDO Diarii VII 749, 751; VIII 63, 69, 99.
75. See e.g. A.S.V. Serenissima Signoria Lettere Terra filza 1, letter 

dated 6 Oct. 1488: for nightly accomodation and transport for the 
infantry company of Jacomo Albanense, returning to its Polesine 
lodgings.

76. See A.S.P. Ducali reg. C c. 20r 19 Jan. 1487; A.S.P. Lettere ai 
Kettori vol. I, letter dated 6 Nov. 1501.

77. See A.S.V. Dieci Miste reg. 16 c. 160r 20 June 1464, (a law-case 
arising from the previous year's passag^ of troops).

78. See A.S.P. Ducali reg» Rubeo c. 209r-2Ilr 28 Mar. 1464: reference 
to the Collateral's activity in the province.

79. E.g. temporary strengthening of security precautions and manpower 
in the Adige area in the autumn of 1492 - see letters in A.S.V. 
Coliegio Lettere Secrete reg. 6, c. lllv 13 Sept. 1492 and ff., 
A.S.V. Senato Secreta reg. 34 c. 146r, 147v 15 and 25 Oct. 1492, 
C^fr. below p,l36and n. 271.

80. See A.S.P. Atti reg. V c. 75v 20 June 1471; A.S.V. SenatoTerra reg. 
6 c. 196r Jan. 1473.

81. See A.S.P. frucali reg. C c. 48v, 49r, Sir July-Sept. 1479.
82. The build-up of forces in the Padovano was especially intense in

the preparatory stages; see A.S.P. Ducali reg. Verde c. 43v 28 Mar. 
1482, troops concentrated round Cittadella, peg. D c 0 16r 14 J,uly 
1486, the effects of troops' presence in the eastern Padovano. The 
dispersal of soldiers after the signing of peace was slow, and many 
remained in the province through the winter of 1484-85, see A.S.V. 
Collegio Lettere Secrete reg. 5, esp, cc. 91v-93r, re-distribution 
of troops in April 1485.

83o For the detailed history Af the war, see G.GNESTINGHEL 'La Guerra 
tra Sigismondo Conte del Tirolo e la Uepubblica di Venezia 1 , in 
Tridenturn nn. 8-9, 1905-06, pp. 63-85, 231-238 - which I was not able 
to consult. See A.S.P. Ducali reg. £, c. 25v 27 Apr. and 1 May 1487; 
A.S.V. Collegio Segreta Cominissioni?f482-95 c. lOOv 25 Apr. 1487; 
A.S.P. Atti vol. 41, sub voce Cavalieri alle Biave, Guglielmo de' 
Cortosii chosen 22 Nov. 1487 'ad equitandum pro gentibus armigeris 1 .

84. See SANUDO Diarii I 932, 941 Apr. 1498; A.S.V. Senato Secreta reg. 
37 c. 49r 11 Aug. 1498.

85. See SANUDO Diarii II 394, 400 Feb. 1499, and II 1187 1 Sept. 1499; 
A.S.V. Seaato Secreta reg. 37 c. 122v-23r 3 Aug. 1499, reg. 38 
c. 140r 7 May 1501.

86. See above p.A^and n. 74. No account is taken here of military events 
following May 1509, which centred very heavily on the Padovano.

87. See MALLETT Mercenaries and their Masters p. 88.
88. It was promised in the companies' contracts, sec MALLiTT op. cit, 

p. 86.
89o See in general MALLETT op. cit. p. 139„ For the .Var of Ferrara see 

A.S.V. Senato Terra reg, 8 c. 148v 2 May 1482, c. 152v 19 May 1482, 
reg. 9 c. 16 23 June 1483; SANUDO Commentarii ;ji,. 72, 103-04; A.S.i-.



Atti refc. VI c* 3wur 13 Jan. 1164. *W the Italian ars, see 
(cont./ A.tt.V. 6enato -^ecreta ro^* 41 c. y6v 4 Apr* ll/Jb,

transit alioued for victuals from tne ijauov&ao lor the urajy in Friuli*
90. For 1485, cfr. n. 82 above - re~di«tribution in ^ril left the

Padovano with 1,O89 horse of Daaaeverino's, and 3x>i> of the C oil eon- 
e*chi; see also A.b.t'. uucali reg. ij c . 7 26 F&y 14B6, reg* Verde 
c. 75 6 Apr* 149O; A,^.t , fcrritorio vol. 2ol, divisions of 15uo, 
1501 by thu .uadcraiere del lomuue uuu du^ale of 7 ^r, 15v;6, vol. 
10 division b(T the* Coile^io of JLB July 1517* For the interpretation 
of these figures, though, cfr. below im. 106, lu£*

91. For 1517, s&3 a. 9 ctbovoj for 1513 see A.S.K Territorio val. 281 
c* 135*
For the official view, here couched us persuasion, see A.3.V. led 
Hiute r^^. 16 c. 197v ~7 liar. 14<>5: the It.n rc-i'used transfers reques­ 
ted by woileono, reciai-kiu^ ol troops establib^ed iti the liresciano 
that '... fecit suu;« Joiniciiiiud ibi, eu ita beiie aptaverunt auam 
formam vivendi ut CMBI parva expense eas nutriatus* » Further indicat­ 
ion of the soldiers' pormaneuco of i^uartoring are their borrowing 
and buyinc,- hubita - »t?e \.o..-. i/ucati re^. D c. 5r 1 Nov. 1434, 
(secju<?stration of ^rtverty for debt}, and A.CXdCATO ijtoria di 
(Bate 169u>« p. 06, (pbtwniajs fa^lit^ry equipment with Jews).
^ee A.S.i*. erritorio vol. ^1, ducalo of IB Jay lliii to Vicenzat 
vol. 21 order dated 12 J«m» 14G9 frosu the Captain of Padua to the
*J5il^*l* of i£st«.

94* 5eu ^v.ci.F. ,,uc«ii re^. Verue c. 2Ov-22r 20 May 1147i the 'onus
e quorum, pro cis pa:*ceaJis et alodiandis* coat a A; to L. 6 per month 
per hor*e»

95* bee A.S.V. Senate i erra ce^. 6 c* ^bv-^Ur £ July 1468*
90, i^ee P.SAViOLU Uom|>cnJio Jellej>ri^iQi et ...Jjela-zione deili %timi

del la. Ci tta _ di^r&doya, » aata Ife&if, ^. 19; A.S.V. Coi itgio Letter* 
Secrete reg* 5~c. 91v-9^r 8 Apr. 1485; A.S./. Senato 5ecreta reg. 
3«i c. 145r 2 May 14^5.

97. aee A.^.^. Uucali reg« Verde c. 73r 13 Aug. 1489.
9d. ^ee idem c. 73 C ..yr. 149u.
99. «-i'r. above ^ .^and u. 9Cj ^.-iVIotO o 4.. cit. 4?. 19, referring to 

a due ale of 2^ «ar. i3Ul| A.^.V. Seuato Tenu re0 . 14 c. 29v 23 
July 1501.

10u« At L, 4 10 s« a Hionth - soe SAV10LC op. cit. p. 19, and lUlaael 
Cen.eraJLi deila jve^ub^lica^di^yeueziai vol. 1 t. I, Venice 1^12, 
p. Ci,A.\¥Ill, rwfeiiia^ to a law of 27 wan* 1C17. 1517 a^ear* to 
have be«n the moment when military dues acquired more stable de~ 
nouiiuation, with some divis&on between bii^ettin^ ttassa di Oenti 
d'arme; and hay, straw etc, due to the soldiers (ordini di bane a, or 
ailoggi di cavu-UeritU . Though both were certainly due before then, 
administrative vocabulary was lean discriminating or precise, and 

to have lumped thetn together* Cfr* iUlaucj^ cit*, p. cit., 
iaftC.i f ll Cu^uno 1 XCIli p^. 1314 ff. $ and r.i'HLTO 'II Kegifit* 

Fi&cale e le Doganc in iipoca Veneta 1 in Una fcitta e il Sut. Piuae - 
yerQna_e ii lVAdige, (Vert>aa 1977), j>. 653 aad n. B9.

101. Sec e.g. A.S.V. Senate Xerra reg. 4 c. 174v-7Hr ;i7,29 June 1461. 
In 1485 the Conegio (cfr* the re&ereitce in n* 96} ordered that 
troops stay iu their biiiet»/ instead - aa was their wont - of tiaa1*- 
farring to inus. in 1 i£f ̂  i^adua seut the :?i^p^ria a list of 42 absent 
recipients of taxe, who were recalled to tu*ir quarters, seu A.S.F. 
Ducali rcg* Verde c. 73 0 Apr. 14QO. The matter was the aubjedt of 
legislation, see e.g. A,S.V. Jcnato Ten a reg* 12 c* 119v 3 Aug. 
1492. Foreigners in the ^an&everino co :;:antes were admonished against 
wandering, (set; A.6.V* ^erenisaiina Si^ru>ria Lot ere Ten a Cilia 1, 
lettor dated 28 6cpt. 14bt3>, while some Venetian subjects kept their 
hordes at their uooiej*, (&eo ... ;-i.V. ^ollegio Lettere Accrete iil^a 1, 
c* 29 ff. letter dated 12 Oct. 1489, listing among others M'V. 
Buisacharino cavali 9 in caxa soa in padtana) • Cfr. C.FLKiAiU 'Com 1



102* Ora Ajarciiiistrato Un Coiuune del Veronese al i'rincipio del ^ecolo 
(cont.) XVI« f ^tti Acc&dunia yeronefce. serie IV vol. Ill, 1902-03, p^. i;35 

ff«, rregr.u&o in the Veronese i,aid u.cney to four, later eix, horse- 
Men ^warded billots there ia tiie fir*t decade oT the 16th century, 
»ith payment taking place &t a Verona inn...

103. &ec e.£. A.S.V. iitnatc Xcr* a re b . £ c. litiv 22 Pelu 1181} re&. la 
c. 14v li6 Aug. 14£>7* 'Cue Si^noria sna.de aticKpts to enforce rules 
lioiiting the coftce&oion of dues to horses actually ^ossassed, se 
A.S.V. Oollegio Letter* ^ccrcte re^* 5 c. 7'V-4r 1 :;ept« I4b4, c. -4 t 
IS Oct. 14E4: cc-ordination of u secret check 0*1 ;.he companies' 
horses.

104. First ,<ro ;>o«ed in 1464, the scheme was introduced in 1471. &ee A.3.V. 
&enato ^erra re^. 5 c. 105v 31 ^ec. 1464, reg, 6 c. i*3 16 ^e^t. 
1471, reg. 11 c* 61v 20 A; r. 1491.

105* The m^ny travelltr» pasBing tnrough tbo city, both official and 
private, constituted a re^uliir Jciuiindi frv.uout ofiicial traflic 
(of oiobas«ador« etc.; resulted ir. the Jvaitori*s maintaining a large 
stables, which was subject to periodic Cai^s tot economy - see A.S»t} . 
i>ucali reg. •; c. 3r 15 <-;.r. HOC, c. iv «7 A t..r. 148(i, c. 13v 16 i.ept. 
148G| A.^.V. ^mato T«na reg. 14 c. 96v 4 Aug. 15U2. For the Venet­ 
ian arwy'& tfU| t lies, see :-ULLL'iV >.e: ceiutrieo f^ad theil? Maatcrs p**« 
140*41. For i'udua's Si^cificrrole, se« a hint in SANUiX> i>iaril IV 
blft: a i>ro^osai from dnlTfwer^ tu the Culie^iu in 1503 ,to buy cavalry 
horses statad the price they woplA fetch in i aduu.

106. /* d^calc sent to t'adua in 1480 repeated a 1476 laur banning army ad- 
iciuiblitilors from receiving ^ay or biiiettittg dues for £oldior& on* 
lifted in the cou^anics in their aaifte» - see .v.s.V. ^enato ierra reg* 
7 c. 143r 3 i/«c. 147(i, ,».S.i J . ^uct»li ic^. L c. 7v 2 June 148S. Cfr. 
Idea regf Vcrd^c f 71r 5 Oct. 14UD: a ducale ordering the rviaovai from 
1 adovaiio tuxa of a.^.^ act 'armi^ri et u.ilit^iaci,'. iJut in I&A, the 
Paduan ^aadtfrniere del Coiauac, viho distributed troops 1 billettingf 
received t>tx.e for tLrce horses in his ov.n nanje, «i^ t ai«ntly an abuse 
of his position, (sec A,S*r. Tcrritorio vol. 281); and in i&Ji the 
iwduan Vive-^oi. ate* ul v»as disfiiis&ed for the unauthorised siloing 
of forty extra horsemen into a cos^ay, see A. .V. Senate I1erra reg* 
14 c. 46v«47r 12 Nov. 1501, and ^ A*\UJO tviarii IV 474.

107. $v • A.S.V. S<-*iiavO ^crra i~c£» lie. HDv 1'J A'OV. 15^. 
108* b«* Idem rug. 7Qr~72r* For the shortage of public funds which stimul­ 

ated t**is devel^irttut, cfr. below ^ '3>T(f-~
109. See tf.g. the pons&oiis paid to the son of Uodolfo uonza^a (k'iled in 

*«matJuui jurvict at 1 oraovo ia 1195>, «uid to tue infantry comaianddr 
C'araa/.olo'B fa^-ily after i*is di»ath: A..S.V. ieriato terra reg* 14 
c. 142v 14 Mar* 1503 (converting Uon^a^a's pension from public fuada, 
so as to lighten the load on the Camo£a <>[ yig&&lQj, re^. 16 c. buy 
23 *;ec. 15i)fcJ.

110. for citi/.eus* houses exeip^tiou, »c# i'^^-< UiUMCA *X1 woaiunc 1 XC1II 
jj. Ijlij it bdJi the ca*»e throughout the terrafgrata, according to 
A.o.V. i>«aatu £orr*i i&^. 0 c* 14bv oct* (though written c»ept.> 1472.

111. &ee e.^. (ablest -d^Aiust the strain of taxe in 1176, (a time of
hostility to extra taxf cTr. bolow }, and 1487: A.i>.. s . Atti 
reg. VI c. 6$v 29 Oct. 147G and c* 07r-68r 3 Nov. 148<>; Idenj reg, 7 
€• 143r 2iJ ^cc. 1487, and A.^.i'. i>eputati e Canceiieria re6 . 3 c. ttlr 
^8 Feb. 146a.

112. aoe A.^i.i. Atti rub* ^i 1 c. 23ov«-31v and U3or 13 and 3u July 146i» f
c* aGor-i&lf ii3 Jan* 14i)^; &&d cfr. abyve p^^and nn. 97-9». .ction 
by t!io Council over taxc was lialccd to its c^uipluinta over the loss 
of Cittadolia's fiscal contribution to the province, through its 
possc&.^ion by tho Sunsoverino (who were on less than cordial tunas 
with the Council;, auJ over the beaerally erosive effect on fiscal 
capacity of vronetian-owned pro^c-rty, :*;sidoGi a3^>oai»cd for tax with 
the villages and eo oxeuipt frotu theso du«s* Cfr. balow Ip ^ U --



113* Cfr. above p,Ao"and n. 1^6 for the ^uadorniere's conduct in 15OU. 
Standing Venetian orders (see A..S.V. ^eaatcPferra re<>. 7 c. 40r 
17 May 1474) forb«de charging in the distribution of billets, and 
Paduati protest in 1489 obtained confirmation of this principle, and 
of the Comnjune's competence - gee A.S,P. Atti re&. VI c, 217v-^18 
21 f-eb. and \ Mar. 1189, A.S.i'. Ducali reg. Vorde c, 68v-69v -2ii Mar. 
1489.

114. Soe e.g. A.S.V. Senate, Proweditcri da terra e da mar, reg. 24
c. Illv-ll2v 2S Apr. 1478: cJVulrj moving t *rou^h the i adovano was 
net properly escorted. The letter adds '....it per tutti li terri- 
torii esta lercatto de cuzarli, een^a haver ris/etto, alle cavai- 
catto longe lore,.. 1 In 1471 the duty of e*c^rting fell en the 
peputati ud Utiij^, but they i cdiately passed it to the iqibussftlftt 
(elected and awaiting their turn of service) for the Commune's other 
major offices, fcee A.tf.i'. atti re£. V c. 75v 2O June 1471, c. 76v- 
77r 29 July 1471* For the role cf the ^avclieri alle iJiade and del 
Co mane, see Idem reg. VI c. 4^,'lv 3 Juno 1484, reg. '/Ill c. 41v 30 
i»ec. 1492, and above n. 83 » -The threatening tone of anjordor from 
the Ret tori in 1508 confirm* the signs of reluctance in the Council 
records, see A.S.* . i>eputati e -ancelieria reg. 5 c. 41r 5 ttsur*

115* **ee e.£. disputes over hay-cutting, and the cn^nuralii^ of tuanure
military ^tablin^: Me. ;5,M. It. VII 2397 (1O134), order of 21 July 
1115 by the 1'adua Captain, and A.S.V. Uiotfi Miste reg. 16 c. 137tr 
7 Oct. 1463. For bloodshed in the Psdovano, ia 1440-41 and 1469 t 
in which soldiers were blamed fcr incidents with the peasants, see 
A.S.i*. I'ucali rog. Verde c. 89v-£6r, c. 90-91. individual peas 
who took service with soldiers were inclined to lawlessness, see 
Idem res. ^rJe c. 3yv 21 May 1173.

116. Tor murders among ,}oldicr£ at liontaguana, a« e.g. A.S.r. Atti 
VI c. 205v 29 Feb. 1480.

117. See A,5.V. denato IVrra r«s- 6 c. Uv-32r 5 July 1408, for an ex­ 
ample. The alarms of 1490 (above f*2.£>and n. 3) were touched off 
by Spanish tro ps at CaKpodarnpiero who *.. feno certo ruaior per

118. oiu^l.iir.ta and accusatlona of troops' deetructlveness and violence 
may be found inside and outside Venetian lands: aee e.^. »•• .aAkaiANI 
La ;>QmiiaaialQnc Veneta a J^venna (f.averrrui 1027) pp. 02-64, L.MAiiTtNJiS 
Lawyers aud Statecraft in en^ia laiice rioronce (prince ton 19*JB) , tij« 
242 - Florentine troop© at ^isa, fi.L.BASINI LU'omo e il i^ane -

e Carea^e Al iaontafri de^l la /-o
CicentOt ilan 1970) i> i .. 14-15. Hut without s.ore detailed

indications it ig difficult to evaluate the exact truth of the 
commonplace. The vigour of the rural population's expressed opinions 
in rriull a ji0ar.3 the exception, if only by itB coherence: in

the i'arl oil onto ^//ot- stod at the weight of troops' ^rc^ence, 
u*eJl as of military obligations *inu corveas in general, (see 

r.S.L^lCUT MJn Moviia«f*ito Agrario nel C inquecento * , in bcritti vari 
tii jtariaradci IJiritto Italiunpt I, ^ilan 1943, 4j. 82).

119. The army inspectors of 1505 made the radical recommendation of lodg­ 
ing all the troops in peacetime in one or two provinces, and of pay­ 
ing the soldiers individually instead of through their commanders, 
with a view to greater efficiency and controE tiut the Senate 'comenso 
a far re or', and tho tuatter w-ts not further diacus^ed - see &ANUDO 
Diarii iVII 248 25 ;ct, 13l>5.

1*0. Conscripted infantry had precedents froirs Carrarase timob, and one of 
Vtfnice'B first acts as ruler was t f > -survey the province's resource* 
of wen ami beasts, see i-'INO BHANGA '11 Coaiune' \CIii p. 356. For 
Venetian tenainology to designate levies, see MALLETT Mercenaries 
und their Masters ^ r-« 113-14. "™ " ""

121. There was service at Trieste in 14G3, an*! an alert for the 1471 
Kstense succession in *"errara, (cfr. above p/fand n. 7j : %.fc.V.



121. Senato Terra reg. 6 c. 5Sr 2 uct. 1463, A.S.V. Dieci ^iste reg. 16 
(cont.) c. 140r 2 Nov. 1463j A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 6 c. 135r 22 June 1471,

A.S.V. Senato ^ecreta reg. 25 c. 43r 28 June 1471. 
12*:, A.S.V, Senato Terra re&. 7 c. 15Bv 28 Mar. 1477, c. l«8r 17 Nov. 1477.
123. A.S.P. Dticali re«. Vercle^c. 27v 2a i*>c. 1477, c. 2*? 26 Jan. 1478?

A.3.V. Senato Terra re&. 7 c. 195v Uii Jan. and c. 19br 27 Jan. 1478, 
Idem r«g. 8 c. 5v i Apr. 147«, c. 14r 1 July 147ii.

124. A graphic account of events in Kriuli at this tiine is provided by 
the letters of Lorenzo Loredan, r'rovveditore Generale, see A.S.V. 
Senate, i'rovvedi(ori da territ e da mor reg. 24, eso cc. I54vt 15BV, 
lB9r, 15U, lS9v-160r, leu, 161r-62r, 162v - letters dated froti? 24 
Sept. to 8 Oct. 1478. For the parade, see the «opy of his report in 
A.^.f. iJucali reg. C c. 39v 27 :>ept. 147B.

125. 5*or action in the t^lr of Ferrara, see 3A«UiK> Gotwient ar i i p • 9 -; , 
an alert in the autaimn of 1483.

126* Por the Ten's military interests, cfr. above p«3o*and nn« 52-55.
Iii7. See G.CKLM *Le OrHinan^e Hilitari della Kepubblica Veneta nel 3e- 

colo XVI », Nupya^ntolggia vol. LIII Sept. '1B94; and A.a.V. i>ieci 
Miste reg. 24 r.c. 208^ 2l!2r, 220v. 230v^ 236 - 2u Aug., 25 sept., 
20 Oct., 24 No»A 29 iJec. 1490, also reg, 25 c f 51 v ia May 1491, 
c. 99v 4 Jan. 149iJ, reg. 126 c. 4<Jr 17 July 1493, and A.S.V. Capi 
del Dieci Notatorio reg. 2 entry tinted 3u Apr. 1492.
See ^•RlfAHX •Con l «ra aarninisttato un Coraune' cit. (henceforth 'Un 
Com*ine f ), np. 23^-^53, Tregna^o pai4 for three £Cfc»,^ejttieri, who
trained nith the j^v^j^ojnati. .See e.g. A.S.V. .S-nafeo ^iecrota reg. 
41 e. 72r 14 Jan. 15U8, an order to the aduan Uettori^ i'or 5uiv 
*boni ot electi 1 ^roviaiooati^ to include the maximum possible nuia~ 
her of f . . ,«:chio -etleri boni ot sufficient!* . The scheme continaed 
«t lea^t till Agnadello in 1509, its coat divided among the villages 
on the nwsie of their fir-cal as??essB»ents- \v$th its admini»tx*ation 
offering opportunities for abuse icfr. the references in n. 127). 
see SANUtXJ jHarii li 1134, ill 7; A. &.H. Territorio vol. 281, ducale 
dated 4 .^ept." 14^9; A.S.V. Semtto Terra re^» 12 c. i*lv-9lir ^4 Aug* 
1499.

130. See Iden reg. 15 c. 176v 1O June 1507; cfr. C&L!,I op. cit. See 
tha Senate's order of 15 Jan. 1508 (n. IU8 above) , and A.&.V. 
Senate A «rra reg. 16 c. 38v-39r 1 Aug. l^H.

131. See PIkKI |taL£ri8i Militare p. 391.
132* See A.ii.^. Territorio "vol. 3v>2, ducali of a, 6, IB July 1474 and 

2 Aug. 1481. For ^laGtatori at uradisca, sea e.g. A.. .V. Senato 
Secrets reg, 1?8 c. I54v 15 Feb. 1479, and A.,S.« , Ducal i roy. C 
c. 67v 16 Sept. 1430 ( a receipt of pay, levied from Padovano di^tre* 
jttuaU,).

133. See PIVA I^_Gjier^.jli >..£'2£il®l**S« I P» 43 » SANUDO Goft«ne_ntarii pp. 11-12.
134. Sec A.S.V. CoAogio Segreta Coot-issioni reg. 14B2-95, c. 38v-30r 

6 June 1483, c. 39 7 June 1483, c. 47 31 Aug. 14B3, c v 64r 22 ^Say 
1484.

135. ,'®e 4ANTOO ^arij V 281 (Faenma), IT. 196, 202-O3, 316 (Oibuiomi).
136. For j^rovi ai onati * s exoioptions see e.g. A.S.V. Senato Ten a reg. 8

c. 4"r 2O Mar. 1479. Se** too BC ucstratiun orders against Vicentino 
t «as«\nta, obtained by rural commune** ' authorities, for moneys duo 
to provisiortaM and galliot.*.!., in H«. mtirini ^taeipalia IV 6JS, 
c. 9r Iiarch 15,i2, For service by substitutes, see evidence for the 
Trevigiano Levies at Agnadciiio, in A,SANTALi£NA Veneti ed Imi^

al MWQ__A*l}j* !.'SEa^li-£S2!^!T23L» (Venice 1896), 7>P» 20-21;
the Padovano £rjpjy^aJrj^ia 1ip lists of 147B show that many men of other 
Villager, eve M of other provinces, serve a iii the names of tUe var- 
ioue Padovono communes - »•<* A.S.V. Senato, Provveditori da i'erra 
e da Mar, r^> W cc , 154v, i(Jlr-6iir.

137. ilorsea and carts wore part of the services due to the art;\y, but re­ 
quisitioning might complement the standing obligations - horaea for 
the artillery train (see SAttUiX) iHarii II 420 Fob. 149<J, A.b.V.
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156. The UalU were the overall responsibility of the Ten, (cfr, A the 
regg. of A.S.V. Died Miste for awards of prise money). They re* 
viewed the competition rules in 149O, instituting a third palio;

competition was started in 150$, (see AfS.V, Oiecl
Miste reg. 24 e. 185r 14 Apr. 1490, c. 203v 4 Aug. 149O, reg. 31 
c. lOor 18 Aug. 1G06). The August 1505 polio was delayed by plague 
in the r'adovaao, obstructing competitors* access to Venice - proof 
of its wide appeal, (see J.AoTiAjlAM) *L*Artigleria all*Assedio di 
fadowm nel 1509*, fl.M.C.l'r XI -XII, 190B-O9, p. 123).

157. *»ee A.SEGAK1&&I Antonio Baratella Olisc.tf.V.s.P. Ill, 10 - 1916), 
passim} Idem, Contribute alia Storta deiie Congiure i ado vane 1 , 
N.A.V. n.s. t. XXXI parte I, 1916.

158. See iAflUDO Vitae Pu*usy pp. 1172-73, 1179; cfr. A.CISCATO Storma 
di Jb«te cit. pi*. 217 ff.

159. See A.8.P. Cassa Citta vol. 189, payment dated 6 July 1471| A.S.P. 
Atti rca. VI c. 113v 18 July 1478. *

160. See A.S.V. Senate Terra reg. 10 c* 62v 11 Sept. 1487, reg. 12 e.
90 v, 91r 27,29 Apr. 1495; A.S.V. Serenisaima Signoria Lettere Terra 
filoa 1, letters dated 5 Oct, and*28 Nov. 1465, filssa II, letters 
dated 2O Mar. 1492.

161. See SANU1X) Piarii I 195, 1025; II 83-85, 1147, 1176, 1299$ IV 323$ 
VI 103; VII 305, 314-15, 319-20, 574, 577, 579, 7O5; VIII 217. Also 
A.S.V. *enato terra reg. 14 c. 5Iv-52r 6 Occ. 1501- *eg. 16 c. 78v- 
80v 23 idee. 1508; and *U&NAWX> e GGfEGOKiO Am&m * Glu. ANTuNlq
A^l° Oiarii Ui^TT"4 1^1^^**^ iao6 ^ Ag^« «d- A.Ca&TI, MOO. 
D.V.8.P. III, 2 (Venice 1884-85), pp. 18, 56.

162. He played soeie part in negotiations for Rovigtt's surrender to Ven­ 
ice, see PIVA La Guena di F»rrara I p. 282, SCAEa£OK& fle A^atiitu 
cit. p. 316; and A.S.V, i)ieci Mi a to reg. 20 c. 1&8, 2O4rr3o July 
and 17 Sept. 1482, reg. 22 c. 1O9 21 Oct. 1484, reg. 23 c. 161v 
19 "ept. 1487.

163. For evidence of early contact between then, see H.PREDELLI I Libri 
Coameaoriali delia Ueuubblica di Venesia. ^egesti VI (Mon.R.O.V.S. 
P. I, 10, Venice 1901), p. 36: Capodlvacca witnessed the renewal 
of H.tigliano*s contract, 26 Oct. 1498. For his rele in tax coll­ 
ection, efr. oeiow p^ ^- • ^ce in general the entry in D.B.JL. 
vol. 17, pp. 641-43.

164* *ee SCARU&ON&; Oe Antiwuitate p. 313, and SANUDO Oiarii VII 679-80, 
683-84* y

165. Cfr. above p.^and n. 153. >«e e.g. the command given to Count Fran­ 
ce eco da San Bonifacio in 1909, ascribed by 4>a i otto to his Venet­ 
ian marriage, but just as likely to derive froei connection ttirough 
•arriage with Antonso de v i'ii da Carpi, a senior Venetian captain 
and liks Francesco meiaber of an old nsble family | Francaseo served 
under Antonio in 1509. See mU^NAitt *>ella i elifrita cit. p. 183; 
BONAKt)! *I Padovani iiibeili* p. 376. The families and Individuals 
moat involved in military affairs in Italy had something of the 
character of a professional cadre; there are glimpses of it in 
Padua, whose Vice-Collateral Odasii was related to iHifce Guidobaldo 
of Urbino's secretary, (both were of a family from Hartincngo, cfr. 
U.Cfe.STAHO ARimatori i adovani del Secolo XV 1 , Ateneo Veneto XXVII 
1914, vol. II p. 6). Guidobaldo*s return to Urbino at the collapse 
of Borgia power there was a.s,siatod by Beraldo ii^raldo, of the 
Paduan military family mentioned above, (sea SANUDO Diarif V 260, 
3 Nov. 1503).

166. Cfr, £he Oct. 1489 report cited in n. 102 above, and i'aduan names
again amgng the ' Koburteschl • at the moment of their dispersal, see 
A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 11 e. 42v-43v 14 Uec. 1490.

167. See Idem reg. 11 c. 45 31 i>ec. 149O, reg. 16 c. 138v-39r 27 July 
1509; A.S.V. Oieci Miste reg. 31 c. 138r • Dec. 1507.

168. K.g. an innkeeper at Frasaine (4 km. north of Montagaana) had three
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sons aorving in tho cavalry - see A.S.P. Camera • Cancelieria 
Fiecale reg. I, examination of witnesses dated 5 Sept. 1402.

160. SANUiX) Ularii II 11$8; V 561, Vil 32<i.
170 See Many references in SANUiX) Piarii. beginning with II 103; PETRI 

DtiLHUNI Annaliuai Venetoruiti I'ars ^uarta. ed. ti.Ci^I, K3AMB1N, 
(Venice 1043), p. 134-35; 3CAiU>£0!!& fte Antiuuitatf, p. 352$ A.S.V. 
Died Miste reg. 32 e. 257v 3 Fob. 1507.

171. bANUlK) iliarii VII 30$, 338 and VIII 84f AMASfcG Diarii Udineai
pp. 1U2, 111, 117, 122; SCARD&ONii op. cit. p. 308; BONAHDI 'I Pafr» 
ovani Hibelli 1 p. 365.

172. For general policy over timber, cfr. below n. yst . The Arsenal 
had protected wood* in Istria (Val di ^ontona) and tho IVevigiano 
(Montello), guarded by ditches and custodians, see LANK Venice cit. 
p. 384. Tho Carpaneda wood waa ; according to Gloria (Yerritorio 
PaftPVano II p. 88), of 333 camui padovani,with access by wator to 
tho Bacchiglione - though an agreed settlement of ownership between 
*°* Signoria and the i uduun Lodovieo da Hio in 1470, allowing half 
to each, auggoata that then tho Siitnoria 1 * part was 267 carnui. It 
i* not clear how tho Sinnoria became owner - perhaps through the 
transfer of rights from a village; aa early aa 1467 there had been 
a corvee of wood transport frow the Vicariate of Teolo, presumably 
Meaning C^panuda. (See A.S.i-'. Oucali reg. A c. 56v 28 Jan. 1470; 
A.S.P. Teriitorio, documents of 18 Feb. 1457, % Mar. 1460 quoted in 
a 16th century dispute). In 1486 it passed under the protection of 
the Council of Ten, who «Jto, H«U cutting, ordered the construction 
of a ditch against intruders, £nd changed the wood*a custodian; it 
later continued in the Arsenal*a charge. &ee A.3.V. aieei Mist© reg. 
23 c. 70, 7®v 0 Aug. and 20 oct. 1486$ reg. 24 c. 28v-26r 3O Dec. 
1488, e. 176r 10 Mar. 140O; reg. 30 c. 148v, 162r, 1C»0 2O Nov.' 1504, 
12 Fell, and 12 Mar. 15o5; A.^.V. Dleci Letiere di ^ettori, b. 80 
letter dated 3O July ISuO; A t S.i'. ferritorio vol. 271, ducale of 
18 June 1606; see Ma. Ii.. . 830 XV, a 17th century custodia»*s report 
on the state of the wood, and Helasiooi del Hot tori VenetiA IV, 
pp. 467, 472, 800 (18th century Hettori's reports). Ihe little 
attention it has attracted may be dwe^ to the restrictions imposed 
on cutting at the beginning of ifs cusfady. < by the Ten; cfr. the 
few ^emtissions granted, A.&.V. Oieci >iiste reg. 28 c. 241 r 27 Oct. 
1801, reg. 20 c. 241r 6 July 1803.

173. See in general F.LaNE *The Hope Factory and Hemp Trade of Venice
in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries*, Journal of aconomig- and 
ffusiness Uistory supi>l. vol. IV no. 4 Aug. 1032. The scheme of 
growing hemp was operated in the ^revigiano and round Montagnana, 
to counter Venice f s dependence on the tiolognese toarket and its prices 
after the loss of jttdck "ea supplies, due to Turkish conquest, fee 
A.S.V. benato ^erra reg. 12 c. 05r laws of 23 Nov. 147i*, 6 Apr. 
1405, reg. 14 e. 1 ;r 19 Jan. 1503 y and reg. 16 c. Bbv-ttOr Jan. 
1800, a proposal to e«tend the scheme to Venice*s new iiouugaa hold­ 
ings; also A.S.V, uieci Miste reg. 20 c. 142r 6 July 1502 (wood for 
soaking ponds at Montagnana), reg. 32 e. IbOv 10 Aug. 1807 (the Ten 
anticipated the Senate in assigning funds for i£s purchase, fearful 
of its surt-eht.ftous ea^ort - cfr. Senato Ierr| reg. 15 c. 187v 
2O Sept. 1507).

174. For guapowder, see A.S.*J . Due all reg. £ e. 65r 22 Nov. I486, c. 74r 
18 Nov. 1480; A,S*V. Senate Terra reg. 11 c. 06v 25 Jan. 1402, reg. 
12 c. 88r 0 June 1404$ A.o.* . i>uculi reg. F c. 28v, c. 28 11 June 
1404 and 18 Feb. 1405. For the artillery scho 1, see A.S.V. Uieei 
Miste reg. 32 o. 126 30 Oct. 1500, c. 165v-Gor 28 Apr. 1507, A.6.V. 
Capi del Died No tat or io reg. 3 c. 7r 9 Nov. 1506; for its later 
existence, see Helasioni def Uettori Veneti IV, ... . 4, 16, 47 etc.

178. For stone from the J£uganean quarry of the monastery of S.haria di 
Lispida, used in the Arsenal, see A.&.V. Dieci Lettere di "ettori
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175* b. 8O letters dated 4 and 17 June 1900, and ff* Gun-carriages were 
(cont.jaade at i'adua in 1496, oakum stored there in 1498, and chip 8 a

biscuit baked there in 1499 and 15CK; (as it had been for the army 
during the "ar of Ferrara) - see ..ANUDO Diarli 1 146, II 224, 785, 
935, 1185; H&ULI jjiarii II )* 14| A.3.P. Due all reg. F c. G2v 
23 June 1QOO ( and Idem reg* £ c* 79v 2O July 1490, referring to 
•applies in the ^ar of Ferrara)*

176. L.g« the death of the Sultan in 1481, the declaration and victories 
of the * ftr of Ferrara, and the Peace of Bafnolo - celebrated with 
bonfires in the squares of Padua* &ee A.S.i'* Ducali reb . Verde c. 
37v ^9 May 1481, c. 43v 2 May 1482, c. 44r 11 Hay 1482, c. 54r-55r 
14 Dec* 1485 (over fire-damage caused in 1484); SANUUG 
cit, pp. 139-4O*



THS ffillETIAN PISCAl., SYST^M^ A fig THE 

A»D 8XACTXOH OF TAXATION.



Consideration of Padua's contribution to Venetian 

public finance in the later fifteenth century is no easy 
task, since there are few established studies from which 

to shape an analysis, Paduan history is somewhat better 

served by published documentation and comment on this

theme than Venetian; indeed, thereis no work of majorfc 
importance dedicated to the Republics financial sjrstem

in the Renaissance period, with the exception of the J 

partial information and analysis in Bosta f s Bilanci 
general!, published in 1912.2 Here, as in other special­ 

ized areas, Venetian historiography lags behind scholarly*» 
interest in Florence. Yet it is superfluous to state the

urgent need for a study of public revenues and spending in 

Renaissance Venicet it would offer precious insights into 
the Republic's defence and foreign policy, elucidate im­ 

portant aspects of economic history, and contribute solid 
evidence with which to characterize the articulation and 
dsmaraisra of the whole Venetian state- structure, in par­ 
ticular, it would throw light on an essential and hitherto 

obscure aspect of the relationship between Dominante and 
terraferna - Venetian fiscal policy toward? its possessions.

In the iater fifteenth century, finance is the thene 

°^ terraferraa government most corr only recurring in the 

provisions of the councils of state, and in administrative 

correspondence between the capital and the provinces, But 

great caution is necessary in interpreting this evidence: 

it would be mistaken to adduce it as post factun proof of 

intended fiscal exploitation at the raonent of the mainland 

conquests, for the impact and development of Venetian 

fiscal organisation and demands were gradual, as the Re­ 

public took stock of its changed situation. Ces i explains 

Venice's progressive insistence and reliance on the terra- 

formal tax contribution in terns of fiscal sharing and



levelling! 1 .., se non si pu6 parlare di neditato proposito 

di perequasione questo nacque spontaneo, almeno entro certi 

liraiti, per ineluttabile necessity economica,..*. 5

In the course of the fifteenth century the planning 

and handling structures of Venetian public finance grew in 

scale and importance, reacting to the expansion of resources 

and sp nding, and to the need to co-ordinate central decis­ 

ions with the receipt and disbursement or the provincial 

exchequers. Hew institutions arose$ responsibilities were 

created, assigned, contested; administrative method? and 

standards emerged. The stimulus to these developments was 

not only the physical growth of the Venetian state, but 

afcso the rhythm of war and peace, warfare was together a 

test, a threat and a spur to the structures and resilience 

of oublic finance , with far reaching consequences for 

every aspect of the life of the state. Indeed, according 

to Beeper, '... public finance and the conduct of war 

were the primary socio-economic factors that promoted 

many of the startling political changes in Renaissance statal 

structures. The system of immunities, privileges and liber­ 

ties in medieval Italian com unes could not endure this pro-
6 tractecl budgetary pressure. 1

Yet despite the tensions and changes provoked by 

warfare, the organization of Venetian public spending re­ 

tained a decidely medieval aspect, evident in the interlaced 

atod overlapping conf»*t«nce of authorities in Venice and their 

uncertain conduct of state finance, but also visible in the 

fiscal ordering of the terraferrna. Though Becker f s statement 

summarizes trends undeniably manifest in the political evol­ 

ution of the north-east Italian cities, it requires some 

qualification as a description of the fiscal regime inherit­ 

ed and elaborated by the gignoria in the mainland. Trans­ 

formation from medieval practice vas gradual and remained in­ 

complete. Venetian rule sanctioned certain existing privi-



leges f and created others, especially in favour of its own 
citizens. An essential part of the signoria's policy of respect 
for the established forms and vested interests of terrafer?:ia 
politics war its tolerance of principles and practices not 
neces arily consistent with an efficient and just fiscal 
system. The sharing of thx between the cities and the 
countryside therefore remained heavily weighted to the ad­ 
vantage of the formert and sensitivity on fiscal issues - 
though intermittently menaced by the pressure of warfare - 
was appeased at the cost of efficiency by the role assigned 
to the subject cities in the assessment and exaction, but 
not the spending, of tax,

The orientation of this chapter around one pr.>vince*s 
fiscal organization and contribution within Venetian public 
finance is a deliberately limiting choice. But without aband­ 
oning its local character, suc'i a survey must necessarily 
incorporate elements of a more global vision, of the overall 
direction of Venetian public finance, and of the delicate 
political aspects of Venice f s fiscal policy towards the prov­ 
inces, to name but two elements. Much of what is said in 
fact concerns the whole terr'-ferraa, arid not simply Padua? 
this is due not only to Venetian standardization of the 
main elements of the provinces 1 fiscal organization, but
also to the need to offer basic information on many of the

7 questions under consideration*
Discussion will naturally concentrate on the later 

fifteenth century, in accordance with the cWoUgi^l limits 
chosen for this study, and there will be no more than brief 
reference to the early years of the Venetian fiscal regime 
in Pad^a, ^already dealt with in considerable detail by pino 
Branca), The first task is to review the outlines of Ven­ 
etian fiscal history between the fifteenth and early six­ 
teenth centuries, (the entity, provenance and destination 
of public revenues, against a background of long-term



The second is to analyze certain aspects of the 
organization and administration of Venetian state finance
as exemplified in the vicissitudes of the Paduan exchequer,

ckblribijvflA,
And the third is to review the ̂ asnessment and exaction of 
taxt questions which focus strongly on the political relat­ 
ions linking Venice and Padua, and defining the city*s

t,

position in the province*

I $ V3KBTIAK FISCAL HISTORY - .THE GENERAL COHTSXT.

The most obvious point of departure for a sketch of 
Venetian revenues and spendina is statistical information, 
but it is a disappointing one, for simple lack of knowledge, 
The available figures for the fifteenth century arc few, 
and to be treated with caution, itore specifically, there 
is nothing for the half^centnary before 1509 which can be 
called *n official summary* The surviving public records of 
legislation and administration offer no mo*e than fragmentary 
information, and the figures gathered in Bilanci Generali 
derive from »anudo*s VitCtdei Docri and various manuscript 
sources. The estimates of public revenues and spending that 
we possess - for 1464, 1469, 1490 and 1500 - are remarkably

o
uniform, and perhaps not fully independent of one another, 
so that I»ane*s simplified version of the 1500 sunnary gives 
03 (with slight corrections) an overall picture valid for
the fifty years before Agnadello, within the limits of

9 ' 
present knowledge*
* It emerges from the resulting tables (see page??) that 
terraferma taxation, even after defraying local expenses of 
government, made the largest single contribution to Venetian 
public revenue; the mar exchequers, in contrast, consumed an 
their income in local expenditure. At first sight, however, 
the D, 600,000 or more gross revenues from tho cifcy make the 
terraferma f s contribution secra inordinately low, with regard
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TABLS I. Venetian Public Income in the Later Fifteenth Cent-

Venice: indirect tax (dazi) Ducats 230*000
, : direct tax . 155*000

rents in Venice, and misc. 130*000
'• ' Salt Office revenues 95*000

'••"'''''.'''•'...- } . t •

Terraferrnas exchequers* gross revenues 330,000
i .

KarJ exchequers* gross revenues 200.000

total Meats l*14tt.OOO
c , - .

TABLE II* Venetian public Expenditure in the Later Fifteenth
Century.

,. ?
Administrative costs:

salaries in Venice Ducats 30*000 
Salt Office 55.000

terraferma salaries and expenses 90,000 

mar salaries and expenses 200*000
- \ ' •• -

Diplomacyt Defefoce and the Public Debt: 765*000

Total Ducats 1*1411.000

to its area, resource*? and population. But the figures re­ 
quire some adjustment: the incomes attributed to the mainland 
should include its share of the salt dazio, as well as a part 
of the decide (direct tax) levied on the clergj^of both capital 
and provinces, (listed ea bloc at D» 18*000 with the direct 
tax paid in Venice)* Secondly, recognition irnist also be 
§iveh to the fiscal \sreight of the considerable contributions 
of the terraforma countryside, originally in services or 
kind but increasingly in money, to the maintenance and logist­ 
ical support of the regular array companies, arr1. to the man­ 
ning and paying of auxiliary military forces* And thirdly



It has to Ire borne in raiod that a 0ood part of the Venetian 

daai derived from Venice's importance as centre of consurapt- 

ion and distribution of the terraferma^s economic product. 12 

Finally, if we consider that Venice was in every sense a 

far wealthier city titan any in the mainland* then we nrust 

question Cessi's assertion that the distribution of tax be­ 

tween Domin^nte and terraferaa weighed disproportionately on 
the former*13

, In comparing fiscal innovations in Venice and its 

mainland provinces during the fifteenth century, it is int­ 

eresting to observe that the single most important alteration 

in Venice, the institution of a,iregular and irredeemable 

direct Ut/y in the shape of the decima, followed well after 

the standardisation of direct taxation in the terraferma.14

laws of 1463 postdated by halF a century the intro­

duction in the mainland of the dadia delle lanae or cplta 

ducale* which gradually acquired permanent status - the 

dadia in Padua settled at a fixed annual total of X* 136, BOG* 1" 5

Yet the major source of public revenue, in both cap­ 

ital and provinces, was not direct but indirect taxation, 

consisting of the dazi, and the profits of the state* s salt
1*7

•monopoly (much increased following the torraferma conquests)* 

fhis indirect tax concentrated on basic commodities # espec­ 

ially consumer goods , operating a modest but steady levy on 

their transit, sale and processing, managing to reconcile

fiscal need- with the buoyancy of commerce and popular con-
18 tent* IiiJke other Italian Renaissance states, Venice employ­

ed direct taxation in an important but secondary role* Though 

universally applied, it defended for the greater part of its 

yields on the wealth of a minority* In the terrafcrna cities 

the major contributors to direct taxation were largely to 

be found among the political groupings represented in the 

city councils, so that the dadia delle lanae rnd all crucrtions 

concerning direct tax assumed a political importance in Padua



apparently disproportionate to their comparative weight* 

The spending of terraferma revenues was decided in 

Venice, as part of the republic's overall financial strat­ 

egy, though it would be incorrect to speafc too precisely 

of a Venetian budget in the later fifteenth century. Ever 

since the Senate had replaced the Quarantia as the seat of 

major decision in government, it had controlled finance. 

Its frequent decisions on public spending established the 

overall direction and continuity of policy, and progress 

towards the more regular allocation of revenues to expend­ 

iture, especially at the end of the fifteenth century, 

testifies to the development of forecasting, attempted 

through calculations of considerable complexity and detail. 

But the Senate's authority over public spending was not > 

sole or absolute* Apart from the extensitfce powers exercised 

by executive bodies, the influence of the Council of Ten also 

began to be felt* Nor was the Senate*s authority applied in 

regular, general revisions and re-assignments of expenditure! 

indeed, it generally erred on the side of optimism in 

estimating the effective yield of terraferma taxation*

with forecasting insufficiently precise or organic, 

credit mechanises played a vital part in Venetian state fin-* 

ance. The public debt, together with the forced loans levied 

in Venice which went to feed it, were the pivotal points of 

the republic's defence spending in the century before the 

institution of the decimal the war of Ghioggia, and the 

Visconti wars of the second quarter of the fifteenth cen­ 

tury, pushed interest repayments to peak values of twenty 

per cent of public spending,19 The decinta^ introduction in 

1463 followed the major fall in value of monte stock, whose

financial buoyancy had till then convinced the Senate of
20 

the continuing viability of the forced loan system.

But forced loans survived; and the issue, quotation, 

trading and redemption of nonte stock remained of central



importance in public finance. Despite the decimals intro­ 

duction, and opportune variations in the frequency of its 

imposition, public spending suffered in periods of pressure 

from the inadequacy or slonsr turnover of regular incomes. A 

favourite remedy for their shortfall, and a necessary altern­ 

ative to the repeated levying of irredeemable direct tail, 

was inflation of the public debt. Just as Florence continued

to depend on the mgy|tf af ter the introduction of the catastogt . . LJ 
in 142 7 t Venice returned to the us© of forced loans only

eight years after 1463 t with the first loan decima in I471 f
22

and the subsequent creation in 1482 of the monte novo,

Equally inportant were the short term loans supplied 

t>y the Venetian banfcs, to cover temporary gaps betwe n re­

venue and spending, and in particular to anticipate the arriv*
21 al or assignment of public funds. * Their services were freq­

uently called upon through the later fifteenth century, as 

the Republic struggled to organise and exploit existing 

sources of revenue t experimenting in critical periods of 

expenditure with additional fiscal demands •
•: ••-". , These seldom took the form of extra taxation imposed 

Gn th@ terraferma, since acceptance of the Venetian fiscal 

regime (and all other aspects of government) was cultivated 

by a policy of stability and respect for established forms*
urns twice forced to resort to additional

taxation of the mainland in the fifty years before Agnadellot 

during the Turkish fighting of the 1470s, and in the years of 

simultaneous eoimitmeAt to arms in Italy and the Bast at the 

turn of the century* These instances of extraordinary taxat­ 

ion were of considerable importance for the tension they 

brought to relations between Venice and Paclua t with the latter 

fearing the imposition of another standing tax* 
'*;'""• In fact the sussidio, a new direct tax on the mainland, 

was introduced in 152 9f reappearing thereafter at frequent 

intervals,24 The crisis of Agnadello and the subsecuent



COOTSO of diplomacy and warfare dictated the growth of Ven­ 
etian public spending tSirough t!ie sixteenth century, after 
the drastic measures adopted to finance recovery from defeat 
by the forces of Cansbrai*a5

- The Republic's foreign policy had conditioned state 
finance through the fifteenth century too, imposing a crucial 
change of scale and perspective as a consequence of the 
terraJPerma conquests, ^foich furnished expanded fiscal re~ 
Sources but also the enduring and substantial obligation to 
landward defence* The evolution to permanence of the main­ 
land a3*my» fostered by the Visconti wars, created a ney and 
heavy demand on public revenues vrhich the sjlgnoria intended 
tlle ;|e:g?afcrr!!ia to meet* A second phase of change, towards 
still higher defence spending, began in 14^4 tsdth the out­ 
break of the Italian wars, and covers the lap.t fifteen years 
embraced by this study* • . . . • . •' '.;..•.

the gradual loss in strength of Venetian naval power 
through the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries was due to 
a multitude of causes, but one among them was finance* The 
acquisition of the teryafertna state created the situation in 
which heavy wartime expenditure on one or both of array and 
navy set the tro sectors of defence in more or less apparent 
competition with one another for funds* public revenues* 
extension by borrowing and extraordinary tax had practical 
limits of tolerance and profitability, in tenas of financial 
yield, political acceptability &^d economic consequences; and 
in peacetime defence costs had to be leapt within the narrower 
confines of ordinary income and spending, Tfee sharing of 
revenues between aray and navy, in peace as t/ell as in 
tec far-reaching political consequences 9 since effective 
ing strength conditioned foreign policy as much as vice-versa; 
Financial priorities shaped and reflected the balance of
Venice's political vision, between the mainland and the sca f

26 between Italy and the Bast*



These are themes whos" scale far exceeds the limits 

of the present study, but they constitute the background of 

Venetian policy-making within which the demands to be made 

on provincial fiscal resources were decided* A different, 

but equally important* perspective in which to consider 

Padua's fiscal history is the division of financial powers 

between the Venetian S.lgnorla ani the Commune of ?adua« It 

Is an aspect which will be examined more closely in the 

third section of this chapter f but discussion of the activity 

of the Paduan Camera Piscale, or Exchequer, in its functions 

of receipt, distribution and spending of revenues requires 

a very brief premiss on the organisation and sharing of re­ 

sponsibility for exaction.
In conquering Padua, the sigraoria had inherited the 

Carrarese fiscal system, promising the Paduans to maintain 

indirect t^x as it had been under the da Carrara , .but re~ 

serving the right to regulate direct tax and the organisation 

of the salt gabelle in keeping with its overall policy towards
27t*1* terraf@rga« Though authority to impose tax and decide 

its expenditure ^as removed to Venicef organisation round the 

provincial unit was maintained for the purposes o£ assessment, 

exaction and receipt by the fisc, as it was throughout the 

mainland* The Initiative and activity of the Commune of Padua 

were restricted but not completely eliminated i the Combine's 

otm revenues and spending dwindled to insignificance, but it 

had the competence to exact direct taxation from the province 

(the dadia), and conduct the estimo OH vhlch it was assessed. 

The daai, the major source of revenue, ^iex»e given out to con­ 

tract by the Venetian city Governors, in the name of the 

Siemoriat contractors dealt directly with the Venetian

Fiscale in Padua, without a^y question of the COTH^UBO'S in- 

volveraent. In the course of the century, hovever, this divis­ 

ion of powers was subject to gradual Alteration, as the 

Camera »3 activity was extended from the receipt and disburse-



meat of taxes raised to the surveillance and a mowing part 
in the organization of exaction, with the use of its author­ 
ity and officials to support, and if neces ary to pressurize 
and even supplant» the dasi contractors and the Comnune's 
dadia exactor*

II I ?H3 ORGAKly:,ATlOMr_AND ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC 
REfVSf?USS ^^JH^ PADHAH RXgiGgOBR. IK ..TIISJ/CPC 
FISCAL

our perspective of the ^wfcings of the Venet­ 
ian fiscal system is primarily that of the Paduan Camera 
Fiscale, we snast begin by constructing a raore detailed 
picture of its activities* Statistics of the funds it handled, 
their provenance and destination, rnust necessarily bo pres­ 
ented in approximate guise, for lack of detailed accounts

\

or even a summary of receipts and payments before the year 
1533*28 The tables presented below are based on the fifteen­ 
th century estimates of Venetian revenue and spending, on 
archival data furnished in the discussion which follows, 
and on comparison with the 1533 summary, (whoso figures are 
reproduced in brackets beside those for the later fifteenth 
century). The figures offered are indicative rather than 
precise, and aim to give an overall picture for the half 
century before 15Q9* fable III contains the incomes normally 
recognised as belonging to the Camera and assigned to its 
principal spending, listed in Table IV i Table V deals with 
revenues coli0*ted in padtiia but - with the exception of fines 

despatched to Venice and ac ounted with the Venetian city 

incomes.



TABL3 III* • estimated ^e

1) Dadia delle lanae 
(see

2) Dasi 
'(see

3) Rents 
(see

!

the
the

p.a.
A5

40 «»
(51,641/7 -)
Tnsl<^nif leant 

( 42 76

30

Total
31 - 34

67 - 69 
(71.5)

( oa)
TOTALt later fifteenth century c* D. 60 — 65*000

(1533 D, 72,464 /4 /15)

TAB1*S IV, nr
•• • • fsjcchetmer in" the Laterl^Ifte
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I r d inar *
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administration, 
uard force,
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(sec
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orted stipends and
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pay3)
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4) J^anen t ̂ . to .Vei»"
Gtian H!
ies t funds » es p 
the Arsenal*
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in 1533 only i re* 
Hiilding city 
walls,

Meats

«"• f nnr* •» 11 T^A" * / I I"**" <-••• *~ .. :*: ^ f / .>U
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C, 6»000
(6,451 A5

00
(5,237

from c* 
?4.crn to

c* 15O0

(6,033

of Total

11-20

9-10

-9

40 - 73

0-25
(41.6)

TOTAtt later fifteenth century 
(1533

c, n, 60 - r>5,000 
0. 72,901 /5 A3)



TABL3 V* ^enetian* and irregular Incoges of the Paduan
Exchequer» 32

Item

1) Decime (direct tax}
on'..thecler. ""

acats

2) percenta<|e^tax on
the
of
of f icials "ed

3) Proceeds of the Pad- 
^an salt das io
(below

4) Cour t fines 
(belov

_ offices ,in yatice
pp

about 3 § 50O

about 3,400

about 3 fooo

unknovn

Despite the approximations in these Tables, they 
serve to introduce in sdbiasmatic form the basic statistical 
data available for discussion of the camera's activity. A 
secondf Ixrief proaiss to this discussion is also necessary, 
naoely a qruicic institutional profile of the camera, as well 
as of the financial magistracies principally concerned 
in dealings with it, x^ienee to formulate some preliminary 
observations and questions on relations betroen the fin­ 
ancial authorities in the capital and the province.

In charge of the Paduan camera Fiscale there were two 
Venetian noble caacrleagfaA* serving overlapping sixteen 
month terns of duty* They supervised the receipt, accounting 
and despatch or disbursement of revenues, as urell a^. direct­ 
ing the camera*s <P*o^ing surveillance and pressure on exact- 
ioa^ Their subordinates were Venetian citizen personnel of 
perrianent apr>ointn!tent s the scontro, who drnllcateci the 
accounts kept by tlie ca^erlenrrhi ? the guadernlero; a not­ 
ary? one or nore scribes (yhose number varied witb ts^e



presence of official and unofficial coadjutors or substit­ 

utes )| a scribe in charge of fines; an official to assay
0*1

coins \ and Tiassari* with the gradual passage of certain 

functions of tax collection towards closer Venetian control,

also cane to number among its personnel exactors

of tiie direct tax due fron churcteen and Venetians*34
The city (Governors wielded general authority over

^ie £§£§£&» more specifically but not exclusively the
35 Captain* Instructions concerning the camera *s activities

sent in ducali addressed to the Governors, and at 

moments? of urgency their competence of supervision and de­

legation became direct and detailed involvement, even re-<5 /•
cruiring the se of their own money* The Governors 1 authority 

or presence was required for a number of the Camera *s funct­ 

ions* including for example the assignment of dagi contracts,

istiich they put up to public auction, and the judgement of
37 

legal proceedings in the Cjamegpa \?hen it acted as a tax court;
L ' iU-ji-.-ri...... Jiri

(though it also had regular le^al business as a party at law).

Orders to Padua governing expenditure by the caraera 

were the expression of policy decisions ta&en im Venice by 

the councils of state , (the Senate and to some extent the 

tea)* The supervision and execution of their decisions at 

a day to day level n?©re exercised principally through in­ 

structions from the Bicfnoria and collegio, with occasional 

interventions by the capi of the Ten* The executive organs 

raost involved in controlling the camera* 3 activity t^ere 

therefore not specialised financial magistracies, but the 

saBe institutions that between them handled the vast majority 

of the varied governmental businesr. wiiich was the subject of 

letters and orders exchanged between capital and provinces. 

The imnortanco in the anera»s affairs of tioe Venetian financial

magistracies vas limited, and in practice largely pror>ort- 

ional to the fundss due to be despatched to then, (which night 

range from a fraction to the near entirety of all tbe



v&rious incomes, according to whether the state's creditors

were being paid by distribution of revenues at their point*« 
of collection, Or through the capital)*

The offices principally concerned with the receipt 

of public incomes from the terraferma were the Camera del 

Comune, the Qovernatoyi allejsntrade, the Said. alle Caz- 

ude and the Eroweditori sopra le camere* together with 

the salt Office and the Arsenal* An exhaustive list would 

also include the Corn office* the gason. Vecchie, the panels 

of Sffjrl^ in charge of the Decime and ga%l, the Proweditori

la Ca.mra_. dl4. Irestitl — and others besides* Those

most involved in dealings with the camera were the first 

four, joined at the turn of the century by a newcomer f the
40Camera of the Council of Ten*

- The Camera del Cosnine was an old-established office, 

concerned with the receipt and distribution of revenues t 

and the institution most approximating to a central treas­ 

ury* it was the recipient of large sums from Padua during 

the 1470s, (systematically so between 1477 and 1479), during 

the war of Ferrara f and between 1488 and 1490 f but thereafter 

only in periods of emergency* It exercised no specific auth­ 

ority over the terraferga Ceaere, and the despatch of moneys 

diu© to it was solicited by ducali from the signoria, is&ereas 

t! e other three financial offices raost involved in receipt 

of reu*errues fron Padua often pressed their demands directly, 

issuing instructions and rulings on administrative matters, 

and collaborating with the Signoria in its surveillance of 

provincial finance rather than dependent on it. In contrast 

vith the other three, which issued receipts autonomously, 

the arrival of moneys at the gamer a del Comune was acknow­ 

ledged by ^ receipt with a covering ducale, or (during the 

Mar of Perrara) counter-signed by the Prow ̂ ditori sopra le 

.42 when the channel ] ing of mainland incomer throuah

Venice was ordinary poacetine policy between 14PB and 1490,



the Senate ordered a Saylo dim 7Grtjigcrr!g to countersign
41receipts of revenues from the provinces; but reversion 

to the local distribution of revenues diminished the 
gainera del.. r .Cgranne*s impoi'tance for the provinces, and ended 
the practice*

The Governatori alle ^ntrade*s functions were prim­
to do with Venice itself - the organization oncl ex­ 

action of the decide, the en tract ing of the city drv^i and 
their protection. The office wac. created in 14^8, and its 
growing importance and volume of business were raarlcec! by 
the addition of a fourth Governatore to the original throe 
in 1474« Their interest in the terrafer^a Camore derived 
from their administration of the tax on Venetians serving 
in public office, due also from the provincial Re<niment:l, 
from their supervision of t&e clergy's decirne, and from 
the occasional extension to their mainland property of 
the exaction of Venetians 1

Their competence over the clergy's decine was shared 
vlth the Savi or ufficiaii alle Cazude9 an office first cre­
ated in 143% and in existence - between lapses - through 
most of the period of this study• Their function was to 
deal with debts overdue to the fisc, iJi particular the 
decine of both lay Venetians and the clergy* They were 
frequently the recipients of the decime levied by the Pad~ 
uan Camera, (more rarely sent to the Qoyernatori or the ca« 
mera^del Coinune?, and the authority most involved in sol­ 

iciting and guldinf their exaction*
The office of the 

Terraforma was created in 140!> for the specific purpose 
of supervision of the newly concuered provinces 1 revenues f 
and in 1449 took over from the gasoa Nuove responsibility 
for the Caiierc's accounts, it was the authority with the 

most Atplieff iMmdaie tb check and regulate the Functioning 
of provincial financial institutions, but these powers were



shared with other magistracies, not necessarily frequent or 
regular in their interventions, \yhose presence tended to 
confuse and weaken the precise attribution of competence* 
(for example the Avogadori di coraun, plenipotentiary enforcers 
of Venetian law and procedure), it is perhaps no surprise, 
then, that the exercise of the Provyeclitori^ surveillance 
is not frequently apparent from the surviving evidence, 
which testifies to occasional reforming orders and inter­ 
ventions, but indicates the Slgnoria and Collegio an r^or-o -

MttMMfedMlMMMHMIHMlMlim** >»»•-> IKHUH UOTrfJ ' ——

frequently concerned with the £3gera*s administration, 
(though seldom radical in the vision or scope of tfeei* «6stS"". 
tires). The majority of the growed i tori * s contacts with tine 
Camera resulted rather from their supervision of army pays 
they acted as handling office for moneys due to companies ' 
stationed in the stato da iaar, and were charged with the re­ 
gistration of pay given to forces serving in the mainland. 
They also engaged in exaction, pressing the state f s claims 
against debtors (often recalcitrant Venetians, or elusive 
flagio contractors) passed to then by the provincial g2§£e, 

Mention has been purposely fitted from these intro­ 
ductory notes of a very important manifestation of executive 
authority, namely the variously constituted inspectors and 
exactors periodically despatched to the provinces . But gen­ 
eral comment on tltelr role is best deferred till sornte in­ 
stances of their activity have been considered 9 for the 
forces at work in Venetian public finance ^ere nore complic­ 
ated and lesi- coherently co-ordinated than tidy constitution­ 
al sum-varies suggest. Indeed, the biggest a^ ; et of the ex­ 
tended fiscal system created by the terrafefrma conquests 
was also the greatest potential obstacle to its efficiency: 
its size. Sise aggravated the problem of demarcation and 
co-ordination already characteristic of Venetian institut­ 
ions! the balancd between central control and local auton- 
ony, the linkage between decisions and their executions, the



methods and efficacy of surveillance of the Cangre - all 

much dependent on the orderly division and assignment of 
attributions between different authorities in Venice* 

Problems, in other wrcls, of a structural nature: of the 

feasibility of clear planning and efficient execution in 
the midst of constitutional proliferation, with tho handicap 

of communications and operations stretched over considerable 

geographical distances.
;, . . The main growth in public revenues in the fifteenth 

century naturally cane in the years immediately following 
conquest of the mainland, but the elaboration of tho fiscal 

system followed a more gradual path through the century, it 

was repeatedly the subject of alterations and revisions 9 .
•X"

particularly so in the last thirty years, «feen stj&m0 extern­ 

al piressures on public finance coincided vith the gradual 

acquisition of powers over revenue- and spending by the 
Council of Ten. In the adoption of successive planning 
procedures and administrative norms, with their repetitions 

and contradictions, it is possible to detect only a very slow 

and irregular evolution of structures and standards towards 

greater effectiveness and co-ordination*
.. .This was due in no small measure to the lack of a sense 

of proportion frequently characterizing administrative norms 

or their revision, and to the inbuilt ~ though individually 

exercised * tendency of organs in Venice to centralize pow­ 

ers and deepen tte'r capillary penetration of provincial 

affairs* The results, conceived of as furthering the pursuit 

of efficiency, were olten to circumscribe the provincial
activity minutely in the execution of certain tasks, 

neglecting to regulate other matters of fundamental 

importance ~ the distribution of military pay vas governed 

by a host of procedural rulings, which often could not be 

observed because of a persistent shortfall between income
'' f- ;,

assigned expenditure.



v The limited period of this study does not allow 
us to establish long-term trends with any certainty, but 

it is clear that in the decades after the Peace of todi tliere 

were two basic problems of policy concerning the direction 

°^ ***& CaTae$o*3 funds, one was the need to establish firmer 

programing and priorities of expenditure, since the press** 

tire of spending &n$ the insufficient co-ordination of mn- 

eys* allocation combined to set budgeted outgoings at a 

higher rate than effective income* The second concerned the 

direction of public finance in time of warfare, when the 

grec-ter urgency and scale ol spending dislocated the normal 

assignment of revenues and the mechanislfes of their distribut­ 

ion* The two problems were complementaryf the first recruir- 

ing more authoritative control of spending and more rigid 
allocation of income to expenditure, the second demanding 
sufficient operative flexibility to permit the rapid re- 
shuffling of incomes and their channels of distribution*

These problems of planning tomandad a functional di­ 

vision of competence between the organs involved* but the 
Viability of planning - once it was co-ordinated centrally - 

remained, dependent on the degree to which it could be effect­ 

ed t and in turn on-the extent to which it took a realistic 

view of resources and their management. Despite the scarcity 

of tabulated data* it emerges from the records o£ public ad­ 

ministration that throughout the period covered by this 
study the effective level of Padua 1 '?, and the whole terra.ferma*s 

rovonuer tended to fall below that af the expenditure as< ign- 

ed to theu ouite simply, there was often a deficit. The 

conseque&t shortfall and delays in payment were generally 

within limits of tolerance with public finance on a peace­ 

time footing t but heavier demands on the camera in time of 

war risked provoking the general dislocation d£ their funct­ 

ioning* 
* The history of the Faduan exchequer in the fifty yeors



before Agnadello is essentially the ctemicle of Venice's 

attempts to pay tfce arrty fully from terrafer^a revenues 
alone* The mainland canere^s most important expenditure 

was array pay, because the principle round which Venetian 

financial planning^ built, more coherently as time went by, 

was that the mainland shoal 1 be financially self-sufficient. 

It should pay the salaries and expenses necessary to local 
government, organise its otm public worfcs (which exploited 

the corve'es imposed on the peasantry, and therefore made 

virtually no demand OB public funds), and above all bear 

the costs of the terraferiia+s defence? partly through heavy 

unpaid services demanded of tke rural population, ' and partly 

by paying the ansy from its tax field,
. • ' It ^ould, of course, be incorrect to suppose that public 

spending was divided into completely separate territorial 

cofcpa£t?hents s the terraferma alone could not pay the ariny 

at wart nor was the array its sole responsibility, warfare in 

Italy required the draughting of other revenues to mobilise 
and pay the ar*viy at campaign strength, and war in the East­ 

ern Mediterranean subjected the destination and rhythm of 
the Faduan Canera*s payments to alteration. Venice's eastern 
and western empires were not financially independent of 

one another, in terms of Ideal"" resources, the stable raar 

incomes wsre much poorer than those of the terraferma, and 

many of the regular expenses of defence in the eastern Med­ 

iterranean fell on Venice and t&e mainland* The fleet f prin­ 

cipal offensive and defensive am in the cast, used the mar 

holdings as naval stations, but vas ©quipped and paid from 

Venice. The terraferna's contribution was o£ a lesser order,

but the army units rerving in tlie gteto .jja.jnar were generally 

associated for assignment of pay with the companies serving 

in the mainland, and the Paduan camera was re^ xmsible for 

the pay of a nunbcr of the infantry companies garrisoning 

the mar cities during the hostilities of the 1470s, and



after the signing of peace In 1479,
An overall impression of the jerraferrna 

ability to effect tfoeir programmed payments may be gained 
from the rhythm with which pay was given to the army, always 
their principal creditor* The story is consistently one of
arroars, (jur»t as it wa? for the garrisons and guards of the

45 mainland tOTOs) f most noticeable rluring and after periods
of warfare* Eight or raore bollette (pay slips, usually 
'monthly)^ had aceung&ateti in March 1474? in July I486 
the army was being paid at the rate of four bollette a year, 
instead of the eight previously paid, (Itself a compromise), 
Hjr Septefctber 1489 the rate had only risen to i?ive. in July 
1502 the troops defending the stato. ..jtejfffly a**£ F^iuli 
owed seven or eight eonsemtive bolietteg and in
1308 , months before Agnadello, the fifth arrny bdlietta of. ^— «—
the current year was ordered paid.

• . * One should beware of exaggerating the deleterious
effects on the amy of arrears, for contemporary standards
of pay and administration put the forces in Venetian hire
in circumstances of relative favour* Efficient organization,
frequently given long-terra eondotfoe and 'a generous extended
rewards system compensated the failings in pay to make
the Republic a successful military employer; f inane© was
not the strong point of Italian army organisation in general,
and the Venetian awy was in relative terms a model of
efficiency.4

•. But the away^s financing could hardly be called se­ 
cure, and the tone with -ahlch the sigporja and Senate spoke 
of and dealt with the tevrafenaa gamere was often one of 
irritation or complaint. In which the Paduan Exchequer 
tended to receive pride of place. Wo conclusive evidence 
has emerged to suggest that its efficiency fell far below 
that of ethers; if the records speak nore of po.ua it was 
firstly because interventions by Venetian government in the



terraferma aivays began and often ended there, by reason of 

its proximity, and secondly because the paduan C.anera

nearly always chosen to pay the Republic's generals, for

the same reason of proximity to the capital, and because of
49 its wealth. The raajor part of Padua 1 s revenues xras there­

fore often assigned to one ma&i Bartoloiaoo colleonc, then , 

Roberto Malater>ta, Roberto #a sans ever ino, Gtalio cesare

Varano lord of earner ino, Gian Fraucesco Goasaga war<ruir, of*»n 
Mantua, and Kiccolo Qrsini Count or Pitlgliano.

:. With this concentration of the Camera's moneys, and 

also its failings, on so important a& individual,, it dre^y 

exceptional administrative attention* This in turn was the 

cause of attrition and controversy between the signoria 

and the Padua city Council aver the Casnsine's discharging 

of its obligations in the exaction of tax, with grave re­ 

percussions on the Paduan political classes attitude to the
*51

Venetian fiscal regime*
• . with difficulties continually apparent in the cameras 

fulfilment of their assigned tasks, tae organization of prov­ 

incial finance was necessarily a recurrent administrative 

theme. The causal chain determining its failings, most mani­ 

fest in the army's pay, was long and complicated, though per­ 

haps the most important problem to be resolved ia the hand­ 

ling of the Cameras resources, and one that was mch in 

evidence in the 1470s and 1480s, TOS the need for more syst­ 

ematic long-term allocation of tgrrarernia revenues to ex­ 

penditure, so contrived as to be compatible with the general 

wartine redirection of public finance*
~ But the elaboration of a coherent policy of allocation 

retired the satisfaction of certain conditions: one the 

clarification of constitutional attributions t to reserve 

the authorisation of spending f irnly within the hands of the 

councils of state, (without duplication amongst them of one 

another *s function4 and confide its control to coherently



executive organs; and the second, the technical 

ability of legislative and executive bodies - tlirough 

possession of sufficient data and effective instruments of 

control - to translate planning into renlity,

To assess the capacities o f Venetian government in 

this regard, it is necessary to determine to what extent 

the ay^anditiara of the Paduan camera was assigned by organic 

planning, and oa w&at knowledge of the canera * s resources 

demands from Venice -srere baser!, r&it the degree of realise 

of these clenands did not defend -only on appraisal of tiie 

techniques of budgeting* It tiad ->erforcc to foil erg the 

fluctuating rhytlim of the Republic's defence s pending f 

which sought to adapt generally inflexible provincial in­ 

comes to changing needs t with recourse to extraordinary tax­ 

ation onlybas a la r t resort, •
Periods of greater financial urgency were therefore 

the stimulus for intervention to strengthen the camera's - 

yields from tkeir existing sources of revenue, one line of 

analysis to develop concerns the form of those interventions, 

the conception of administrative problems behind them, and 

their degree of success* But in assessing the gamete's p@r~ 

formance of their duties, it is also necessary to consider1 

to what extent exaggerated d&nands danagod their standards 

of efficiency; administrative failings were not simply a 

cause of insufficient yields, hut also a consccuenca of 

budgetary imbalance*
To follov ftnd develop those tfcssnes, and t fie questions 

arising from thora f a roughly chronological anelysis is nec­ 

essary to allots? their proper inter-relation* The discussion 

that follows has therefore been separated into three cUonoUa\cci 

phases, dividing tlie fcirtoi-y of Venetian public finance in 

the half century before Agaadello as follows s the Turkish \^ar 

of 1463-1479; the decade of experiment and innovation in the 

Camere's organization between 1479 and 1490, (including the



War of Ferrara); and th<$ twenty years of the fla

functioning with the T^o^ar^e of military spendir<7 known

*s the lrini.tation f introduced in 14 30 and interrupted by 
the upheavals of 1309. where the tr-atment of partiealar 

questions has retired it, th* chronological ordering of the 

material has been only approximate, ar*d in each section certain 

matters are dealt with more organically than -strict Units 

of dating would surest f without - it is hoped - obscuring 

the overall development of the analysis.

- ( 1 ) 8 146 3 ~ 1479 P X^tp^ct ofWar in 5

with the termination of thirty years of hostilities 

in Xtaly by the Peace of kodi, the Venetian an>sy f s3 standing 
strength ^as reduced, but the commanders retained in the
Republic's service included aartolomeo Colieone, u?ho was

53 presented with the Captaia<*G©naral l s baton. colleone was
the Papuan Cai^Grai's main payee through the I46os f seldom 

paid fully or punctually; the resulting exchanges of letters 
were part of the routine of a decade that showed few obvious

54signs of the urgency of war* But the death of skanderteg 
in 1468 « defender of Venice's Albanian flan?:, heraldac! re­ 

newed "Turkish attack on the stato nda mar, resulting in the 

loss of tfegroponte in 1470* Over the following years public 

spending felt thepeight of escalating military commitment, 

fencing the rhythm of Turkish attacks - which reached 
Friuli in 1472 - and Venetian defence and counter-attack; 

tbe provincial financial system carae under increasing press­ 

ure*
The beginning of the war had coincided with the irnpo6-

ff™ f**

ition of the deci?na in Venice, ̂  and a rise in the percentage

rate of tax on public office,"' so swliing public incomes*
• < ' • . . ^

There had been no extra fiscal levy on the terraforrna in this 

period, catcept for the Siflnoria's attempts to extend the tax



on office to the public officials named by the mainland 

cities. (This was at best a mino* addition to revenue, 

and in fact only a source of mutual irritation in relations 

between Venice and the terrafernia).7 But the turn taken by 

events in 1470 denandcc! that new revenues be found with 

urgency. In Venice the tax on office ^as set still highert 58

and the first loan decima cane in 1471 f 59 ^hile the frequency 

of imposition of ordinary degjge rose. The terraf©rma*s 

contribution was through a series of extraordinary taxes. 

In 1470 Padua had found six thousand staia of wheat and 

extra army pay for the defence of Negroponte; in 1472 and 

1475 two-year subsidies (each totalling about o. 34,000 for 

the province) were imposed; and in 14 78 the city contrib­ 

uted to pay t%e provisional (infantry levies) defending

Frluli. The clergy of Venice and the mainland were taxed 

by an additional, Papal decima in 1476,
The growing cost of Eastern warfare disturbed the us­ 

ual pat em of the provincial garnered activity. Major warfare 

ia any theatre generally involved the Gignoria in borrowing 

to anticipate and round out tax yields; the repayment of loans 

and the re-assignment of revenues according to the prior­ 

ities of war spending tended to render the local distribut­ 

ion of tgrraferma incomes impractical, and result in their 

transfer from local disbursement to channelling through the 

capital, with the relatively restricted scale of fighting in 

the 1460s, this najor re-routing of public funds had not 

proved necessary, and the first disruption of routine came 

in 1470, when the Senate laid the additional obligation on 

the Canere of sending t?ie first tenth of their monthly tak­ 

ings to the Covornatori alie sntrado» for the war.'

Subsequently unable to meet all their obligations, 

the Canere fell far behind in their payments to the arny,

which in radua f s case were then largely due to infantry 

companies serving in the defence of the stato da at. with



complaints from the companies of late ar>d partial payment, 

sometiiaes offered in goods instead of ready money, the Sen­ 

ate began to resort to borrowing in Venice to anticipate
gv%

the 22221§ts *«venues t and it proved necessary to bloclc 

all other payments by them in March 1473, to ensure that
l»<4

the army was paid,

The 1473 blocking order was voted by the Senate after 

consideration and refusal of another, more radical measure, 

to sweep away the existing network of the Canuere/s local
65 

distribution of revenges by draughting them to Venice* The

proposal signified lack of confidence in the co-ordination 

between Venice and the provinces, and was tantamount to de­ 

claring a state of emergency. But once the central pooling 

of provincial revenues began, control of fteance became even 

more complicated, ad the Senate decided it was preferable to 

maintain local distribution and the standing allocation of 

funds to creditors in operation, despite the difficulties 

apparent.
The Jiater progress of the war was such, however, that 

though the plan had been rejected, its central proposal was 

gradually - if less systematically - effected, with the 

piecemeal ordering of revenues to Venice. June 1474 saw the 

suspension of all Camera payments to feed available moneys 

to the capital, and in November the Senate demanded

&• 25 , 000 from them for the sastern war, ordering provincial
67 

incomes to Venice till March 1475. Between 1475 and 1476

the pressure on the camere was temporarily relaxed. Turkish 

attacks concentrated on the Genoese Crimean holding of 

Caffa, while the slow flow to Venice of the subsidies impos­ 

ed contributed to finance the Senates additional exnendit- 

ure.68 But renewed recourse to heavy borrowing from the 

banks resulted in the anticipation and disruption of the
£Q

Camera*s regular payments, ' and there followed the Turkish 

raiding in Friuli of 1477-78, which became the scene of further



Venetian defensive commitments* At the same time forces

were despatched to Tuscany in the aftermath of the passi
70 Conspiracy. The gamere's payments fcecam© extremely irrog-

71ular, to both the mainland army and the state da. — — «^— .
defenders, fho Senate intervened in the winter of 1477 

to block payments by the earner e f and in Febrtiary 1478 put 

into effect the proposal of five years earlier, channelling

revenues via the CameradelConrune in Venice

to finance the fleet and array* The incomes available from 

Fadna after deduction of local expenses were assessed at 

florins a iftonth, to be sent to V-- nico with full
70

ency and priority*

Loaded with a deficit of outgoings over income, 

therefore alternating the priority given to different areas 

of expenditure, and unable to achieve a cons is tent , specific 

allocation of revenues to spending, the Senate had given up 

trying to co-ordinate the distribution of moneys to creditors 

in the teryaferHta* Its choice TOS to pool the mainland reven­ 

ues, and assign their axpe«-iditure as im -.ediate necessity 

raifht dictate, or pledge them t© secure borrowing from priv­ 

ate credit* This re-organisation was undertaken on a short- 

terra basis, for tfce duration of theWergericy, and after the 

cessation of hostilities in 1479 the C.amere revenues were 

returned to local distribution to the aray, (with sharp re- 

conrrendations concerning the priority and methods of payment);

Though the immediate pressure of warfare ceased, many 

problems remained. At the root of them all, in Padua and 

throughout the terraferma, TOG the gap between income and 

expenditure, main cause not only of delays but also of abuses 

in the handing of pay to the military, in May 1473 the Sen­ 

ate had even put tlie problen! in terms of cutting the cost of
*"IK

the mainland army to meet the canere^ resources^. 3ut the 

army vas too important a com^it-nent to ?er:nit major economies 

in its financing, expecially with the Patriarchate open to



Turkish attack, it was therefore through the blocks and 

suspensions practised in the Camere*s payments that it 

had hoped to accoraodate heavier defence spending, by re­ 

ducing and delaying their non-military expenditure. But 

experience quickly showed that a good deal of secondary
76

expenditure had to be recognized as essential, amidst 

uncertainty and confusion over the range of application 

of the orders suspending payments or draughting moneys to 

Venice. The provisioni (regular payments usually unconnected 

with local administration or the army companies) were block-
77

ed for a whole year in 1475. But the Camere proved unable 

to resist their various creditors' claims v/ith the firmness 

whiith the Senate wished. This was particularly evident in 

1478-79, causing shortcomings in the despatch of the assigned 

monthly totals to Venice, and in July and August 1479 the 

Senate intervened to assert its authority, invalidating ord­ 

ers by the Rettori, the Signoria and even the Collegio in ^ ~" i""~ _.g
contravention of the block and priority imposed,

A number of orders permitting exceptions had been
7' 1

issued by the Senate itself, afcd the outcome was that 

orders given in this and subsequent periods of financial; 

stringency established certain local expenditure as •ordin­ 

ary 1 , subject at most to reduction in times of emergency. 

The items classified as 'ordinary 1 consisted mainly of sal­ 

aries, due to the guards and garrisons of the terraferma 

cities and their fortifications, to the Rettori, Gamerlenghi 

and their officials, and in Padua's case to the university 

teachers, 80 paid from local revenues.

It vas obvious that local spending could not be simply 

cast aside in periods of difficulty. Arbitrary suspensions 

and alternations of payments to creditors were an expedient, 

which had to be limited in its application, and it was import­ 

ant to seek other, more radical remedies for the shortfall 

between incomings and outgoings. In the years following the 

war t greater emphasis was laid on the punctual and complete



payment to the provincial exchequers of the revenues due
Op

to them, and on their internal standards of administration 

and efficiency, through the attention of the Senatfe and the 

zeal of executive authority. There was therefore something of 

a change in the overall accent of remedial noasures applied 

to the Carnage. for apart from the switching and suspension 

Of payments operated in the 1470s t the Senate had devoted 

considerable attention to regulating the passage of moneys 

out of tto canape to the array, attention which was now ex­ 

tended from the final stages of their transactions to «ore 

critical consideration of thai* receipt and administration 
of funds*

the importance attributed to correcting the procedure 

of military pay (^ich remained a constant theme of administ­ 

rative revisions) sprang from the assumption hereby slip­ 

shod practice and abuses in its functioning wsre Tore cause 

thr»n effect of the c_a:aero»3 difficulties! the obstacle posed 

to efficiency by over-opt iicis tic budgeting was less apparent* 

The symptons inviting correction were plentiful* particularly 
when thea?e wre the additional logistical difficulties of 

paying companies stationed in the eastern Mediterranean* which • 

was Padua's sain task through "the 1470s* . : . - : • •

". The intermediaries involves, in ^aying these companies 

were the Prcyvgditori sopra^^le camera and the companies 1 c||an- 

esllorss moneys passed from the Cggere via the f earner to the

latter, udth the chancellors forbidden to take direct receiptg«i 
of thera JProTn the Carogre, But the provinces* ofte|k meagre •

despatch of funds to the grgyveditori encouraged them to solic­ 

it payment in the terrafema cities, wiiere they also acquired 

supplies for their companies. These purchases easily becane 

part and parcel of the companies* pay arrangements, so allow­ 

ing the CgTtero or even the local ta*ic contractors to pay them 

in kind. The companies risked getting the worst of deals of 

this sort,^4 and besides insisting on paynent in money the 

Senate passed legislation attacking extortionate hire purchase
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agreements with the companies, and specifically banning 

all manner of officials in the £grraferina reggijienti from 

having any part in supplying goods to them.85

The exfent of the chancellors 1 importance may be gaug­ 

ed front the ro3te in the 1470s of Antonio Muriani of padua, 

sometime functionary of the Camera, 87 He was chancellor of 

the company of Carlotto Corso, to whara he sent in Sara 

«... pani <!a pi$ colori e calsc beretto e telle e altre 

robe tolte a credensa a padoa**. f j 3ao %*as also chancellor 

to Riraohdo da i'aderna, Hani d f ltri, jaieomo da Tersago and
&P

r>alpo da Bari, all paid from Padua? aad he appears to have 

been involved in equipping companies paid from other Cain-
PQ

g;e too. with the slow arrival of payf and the deduction 

of considerable proportions of it for goods supplied, his 

position - and presumably that of the other ciiancellors - 

became tantamount to general financier, in 147Qt according 

to iialipierc't lie even put about false news of events at

Jlcgroponte to ensure payment due from Padua to nomaso
CkQ

a constable %iiom he represented."' And in 1476 he
reimbursod for moseys advanced to Carlotto Corso to fin-

ql
ance his retux*a journey from service in sibenik."" That he 

remained in extremely close contact mtb the paduaa canera 

is also evident, fo^ in Hovaiiber 14UC fee carried to the 

Proweditori .....sopra _le camere in Venice moneys due to one of

tho companies he served, a duty usually reserved to the Cam*"
92gra t s or gettori. 1 ^- staff/

The same shortage or moneys which made the services of 

chancellors so important for the mar companies inevitably en­ 

couraged abusive practice by all the intermediaries involved 

In array pay ~ chancellors, camera eitaff and tax contractors. 

The companies occasionally complained o# unfair treatment by 

the Camere duo to pay them f 9^ but the more enterprising ent­

ered into pecuniary agreements witJi Camera enpioyees so as
94 

to obtain favourable treatment*



Problems of pay were of course the concern of all 
army companies, not nerely the mar forces, and the reg­ 

ulation of procedures in the Cag>.ere aimed to co-ordinate and 
discipline their dealings vith the mainland cavalry companies 
too. The distance between capital and provinces vai; a source 
of accounting muddles which - if favourable to their inter­ 
ests - the companies were happy to exploit. Ttie Senate *s

* '

answer, in legislation of 147^ » was to order the registration 
witb the wowed itori sopra le Camera of all ar^sy boiiette

•bitflag****)-**.."'*"*... * m»i u .y^-^^.^ «m*4*-i' • • - --- — r • •>• • -r- - rf — — - - - — • r TJm .uu<rmrt-i[i -m-mirr '- **•* »*** iMHH • T-HIMW.^*

95given to be paid, and the obligatory authorisation by
ffiicale of |>re^tange (advances on pay}.' other measures had

formulated, with the sane intention of roinforcing co­ 
ordination and central control* the twei tor i i^ere to

before they could be cashed, and moneys paid
from ttie 2S2SES ^° t: -lie army wsr^ to ba acrount^ monthly to

977

action aimed not only to impose enmity and 
regularity on anny pay, btit also to protect the camere's 
control of public noneys. In returning provincial revenues 
to local distribution in I4?9 f the Senate afirain insisted on 
observance of punctuality and correct procedure, demanding 

payrraent of the army in ready money, with the presence 
the Camere of the city Captains to supervise the ooerat-

ion. 98There is^re two abti«5es of particular gravity: illicit 
te?af f ickin<r i^ titles to payment by the cswnere, and direct

~~* * •»» > <*»•**.»**•**!<* '

dealings between taeK t^htracWs and creditors. The first took 
the fomn of trade in bcttt purchased by third parties
vlth ^raater patience t or more influence in the Camere,

99gave the array companies perhaps half their due* Direct 
contact betTB«*Gn tax contractors and creditors easily result­ 
ed in agreements damaging to ben the fisc and the companies, 
(partial *>aynent or discount for goods supplied ) f and by-1

100passed the caES§ ts supervision. It ^as partly a conseq­ 
uence of thejriloeation of specific revenues by t^e canere

A



1*4

to specific creditors, a practice which the Siqnoria opposed*01 
but direct dealing between taxes* administrators and the! 
Camera's creditors continued through the 14703 , and was

10"*
destined to spread rather than d5jninish» ...

*•-•••-' . ' ' • • . c , ' • • . • *". .

II - ( 2 ) ; 1479 *-i _ 14 90 « J?he^ ecurrence of TV/ar f and Van! ce* a
zat ion _of Provincial Finance •

In the decade following the Turkish war, the administ­ 
rative attention predominantly dedicated in tlae 1470s to 
military pay was transformed into more extensive investig­ 
ation and intervention in the cycle of the C amere * s activ­ 
ity. It was also a decade of continuing alarms for Venetian 
public finance, so that interventions in the Caraere took 
place in a climate of insecurity , and were more frequent 
than consistent in conception and method,

The respite afforded by peace in the Bast was of brief 
duration, for in 1482 the Reoublic was again at war. The 
War of Ferrara began with Venetian occupation of the Polesine, 
and was followed by nearly two years of indecisive carapaifn- 

the Snoria's armies were unable to force the capture
of Ferrara, ^hose duke enjoyed universal diplomatic support

103in Italy, and the military baclcing in ^articular of
Financial resources were again exploited to the linit, and 
new revenuor, had to be found, in Venice the Mo^tg.jjgyo was 
instituted for the loan decime raised*04 and the tax on pub­ 
lic office was set at a flat half of off lee-holder 5^* existing 
level of gains^05while the level of the city daai was raised 
by one third*06 in Padua, on the other hand, there was no 
demand for extra taxation during the war, and the city succ­ 
eeded in avoiding liability to Day the province*, militia 
levies. It was the padovano tfeat bore the heevy burden of
duties and expenses in support of f-e Venetian az*nie% also

107 suffering considerable material damage from the war. The
public spending was again converted to the



central pooling and assignment of provincial revenues. 

; ^ > The strain imposed by warfare combined with local

of exaction and administration, and general org^ 

difficulties In the post~var c* -ordination of 

* 2£2££2 f!!5 activities, to reduce the paduan Camera to a 

state of poor efficiency in the mid 1480s,, After tbe brief

hostilities IB the Trentino of 14* 7| 09 tte Senate reached *
the e*»d of its patience; ignoring normal administrative 

ctamnels it ^ent ttr> Avo^adori_ gi. u Conam as plenipotentiary 

touring magistrates to undertake a thorough reform of the 

, beginning in Padua* Their intervention and the

Senate's subsequent reorganisation, besides tightening up 

local administrative procedures * proposed to remedy the 

double problem of central planning aacl efficiency of execut­ 

ion by routing ter^afei-ma revenues permanently through the
«•__*«•»_.•_«».» ^^

capital, in pc^ce as -well as in 'iar* Tried in practice, 

tfee scheme create*? more problems than it resolved, and in 

14 ?0 the Senate ordered a return to tke locr*! distribution 

°^ terrafcrrna incomes, tying them closvaly to specific items 

of expenditure, with first priority to tlie array* This ^jms

^5ie 3. imitation of pr-svlaclal rfjvcmueG, vhich bound D, 3,000"""" I1 " """"'" ^^g
a wontb of the Paduan camera *£ takings to the army's pay.

• *^e limitation ended a period of cuiLiulativo aad often 

confuring central interference in the af fairs of the Paduan 

Camera, The Senate's decision of 1400 re-established the 

recognition of a bar.ic minimum of locally dele^ted powers, 

and attempted to rationalise the sharing of conpetence among 

the Venetian councils and magistracies over the allocation 

and supervision of tbe provincial exchequers 1 incor^s.

A first point to elaborate i?? the form taken by the 

interventions of Venetian executive authority in the cam- 

ere* s affairs. Precise indications of the frequency and nature 

of contacts between the Paduan crcbecmer and Venetian fin­ 

ancial o.r^icialr, canrot be offofed f for records of visits



of exaction, inspection or reform are scattered, and no more
•I T| <j

fully preserved than administrative correspondence. The 

direct intervention in the Cariere of Venetian officials was 

an important complement to the legislation and letters of 

instructions issued fro-n Venice. It served a*? an independent 

cheese on information passtKl back to the capital, and as a more 

forceful means of imparting orders and supervising their exec­ 

ution, The Sixrnoria and Collejjio (sometimes acting on instr­ 

uctions from the councils of state) delegated powers of int­ 

ervention to specially commissioned emissaries**. of varying 

i?apOfrtanc@? this was cordon practice amem*? tlie financial mag­ 

istracies too t who often sent t'^eir own functionaries to the

provinces. Venetiar of ficials ,^re AJPr*»<*uently in Padua on 

financial business, with duties covering any or ail of five 

main areas of activity: collection of tfoneyp dua Pro*" the 

Camera to Venice, asnir.tnncft to the Plow nS its current re­ 

ceipts, exaction of arrears due to the fisc, genera ? invest­ 

igation, and the issue of ordinances disciplining the admin­ 

istration of public moneys*

A good many visits were simply concerned vltH moneys 

e to be desatched to Venice: the
114 very frequently sent repap^se?Jtatives to Padua, PS did tiie

11** 1115 
alle Caaude and the Voff.etian s?it office. ^t these

three offices, principal recipients of pa<5ua f s 'Venetian^ in-

conies, 11 ^ might be ae^lste^l in their o^^ fields of

by extraordinary officials, especially in the exaction of
1 *L^

tax fron the clergy, ' ard en^saries of

appeared ^ien Venetian* incomes rind, their arrears, or extra-
119 

Ordinary tax, ^*ere allocated to tliem,
If we look beyond the interventions of tlie

^ ca.gude and -alt Office, it is clear - dor.pite the

deficiencies of the source material - that in the late 1470s 

and 1480s the presence and power in Padua of wtraordinary 

fiscal officials v^s on the increase, some vwrked. in close



collaboration vith parent offices in Venice, tke Coliegio 
and the councils of state* contributing to extend the super 

vision exercised by the* capital ovor the province?, in a 
process parallel tc the camera *s o^ gradual subtraction of 

initiative .from th« Commne in the exaction of direct tax, 
But the unstable raythrc and varying scone of their activity 
tended to ^naVe the^n institutional ancwnalie?, and deprive 
ti'ls liason of lasting value* They interve|rad temporarily 
in the problems of eomnunlcations £nd execution of ^olicy 
that affected tfre pr.manent structures* but tbelr departure 
oftt"»n loft t'aesn unresolved* Though emanation? of central 
ruthority* they seldom contributed organically to spread

1^0
its ofPective control ever the provinces »*" 

'••" : '. The rhythm cf special officials* activity gathered 
pace gradually during the sixteen years of warfare tJiat 

in 14?9» attaining greater *tonontn!S as Venice felt
the growing prcsstire o£ spending, and introduced variations

121in the channelling of revenues* After tfce esrtra obligat­ 
ions laid on the Caraere in 1470 * the Senate sent the exactors

12^
so ''ocenigo and Ton\.-aso "falipioro in 1471: " and in 1475
half th^ CariGrg fs rowewue*? Ate ?oy e>?s^tcli to Venice,

t-ie Collerrio sent the secretai^y Clenente Theialdini to
12^e?rpleirt end- effect the innovation* In t^e following years, 

with ?aduan tax exaction encountering proving dtffiealties, 
and frequent intdrvontion from Venice over the clergy's 

e, 1^4 tha Senate several ti«es -proposed sending gen­
orally empowered officials to 33?£ct, t'lougfr tlie ^/ar had ended, 
(and the Camera*s revenues roturned to T<XT*T distribution)* 
before the Paduan Camerci registered an intervention of major

Taddeo Contarini arrived in Padua in the *nitt??nn of
l?69, corardssioned to oxsct fro^ old dad la debtors," and to

gather both current clergy docile ond t'le^T arrears. *" His
128 lasted into tr^c winter of 14SO, " with *n accountant



other officials, so that his authority and scope of 
activity were virtually those of a third, semi -autonomous
Cgaorlorigo. He vas followed in 1481 by the
gogra la^Camere Marco Sorzi, who dealt within similar feroad

130 confines vitli the dai.a and clergy decime» "
outbreak of tlie war of Ferrara served as a fur­

ther encouragement to the despatch of special officials. 
The Proyveji tore^rsopra .le . Canaoro Andrea Dandolo was coia-
missioned in September 1482, thougli we lac!: evidence of his

1*1prer.cnce in Padua V* in 1483 came Fraiicesco nadoer, claarged
vit& a variety of tasks, but principally active ia tJie ex- .

tis action oJ? clergy decime»"
The -presence of those officials ov** long periods, 

vith al 1 -embracing 'coitxiissiojriS, directed towards then re­ 
sponsibility lor what were properly the Canei»a * is autonomous 
JTuncticn^ of receipt of revenues and pressure on its debt­ 
ors. oissatisf iec yith tae iauufficiency and -delays la 
yi&lfid t the Semata and co.iieglo sought to compensate b^'

ng plenipotentiary emissaries; but tiiey were 
to the ordinary routine of the Camera's function- 

lag, vhich t.r.-eir temporary presence was nore likely to harm 
tlian to lielp in its reversion to autonomous activity* Fev 
of tae special officials aentioaed 20 far iiad attempted 
adcii&is native reform of tho Gamer a t despite t^e fact that 
many of them vssre
o£ their cojit-tissions snd the results of their intervention '
testify to the priority given to the irnriecliate problem of

l"i^ nionay raising* *'"
Aa atiar^ot at wore radical intervention came in 1484 , 

«hen Taddeo Coatarini 9 returning to the city, collaborated 
vith tbe Senate in fttrnulating reforms for the Camera's 
administration and procedure^ Somewhat typically of the 
cozifuaion of iaitiatives t (not the least of the problems to 
bo iiolve lie had originally been sent by the Tea to seek



grain hoarded in tfce province, and was then authorised to 
reform tue Camera F^scale* 34 TO all appearances little vas

>ecsuso disorder in financial planning in
capital maintained tUe conditions of instability in the 

g's operations* 'Jitbln a year further direct intervent­
ion tvas being threatened*35 and materialised in the fornt of visits 
by first t'i@ Avoojdore di Craan Antonio Grimani and then the

KUtorG sopra le namerc 'lerolano non in l-ir-5*36 Contin­
uing failure to meet it? obligations brought the other
visitors between I486 and 1480 , 137 until the Senate finally 

decided on the all-embracing reform of camera procedures 
confided to the Avorradori saldassar Trovisan and carolano

Their? t^.s trie most i/nnos»tant attempt at reform:: of the 
f s ac!r?ini.? trot ion IB t:\o Tifty yc.ro?s of thi^ ^tudy, 
e last /r»?.j->r intervention for ten years, till "/ar and
al crisis b<§tT/ecn 14 ??< and 1502 provoked a f-j;.rtlier

r- of ertrrord^nr:^ mea^ur'Sf • Two years after t'~eir vis­ 
it, tv<e e^tablisliment of the liniltation of fore-el a partial 
solution to the problems Ir, the planning of public spending « 
It ya<3 alr,o the expression of £ firm preference f»r the 
alloc^.tioii of specific tei^?argrma revenues to specific cred­ 
itors, to !x> paid directly is. the province?* It therefore 
represented at least a partial reverS^Q- °^ ti-ie tendency 
displayed by central authority isi tho procr-ding yearr? t to 
remedy what it considered tfce malfunctioning of the provinc­ 
ial excbequers by diminisliing t^eir responsibility * relying 
m.cro end r?,ore en officials dor pa tehee front the cr.ritr.1 to 
solicit their receipts f and finally draughting thair revenues 
to Venice, for distribution, nut tfcs tvo yeorr « ccntrr-i chann­ 
elling of revenues prece*:Un<.7 the ligitrtiGr. had. not achieved 
its avowed aim, to protect moneys due tc the sroy cgainst other 
ere- -i tors 1 clair.!», for funds were Taorr^ c^cii.y divcrter' in 

trieir centrcil pooling in Venice, The Crir.Gre had clcc friled 

to send their assessed monthly totals to Venice, (Padua's



was 1. 18.000, abotlt S« 2,900), lacking the direct stimulus 

of creditors 1 solicitations.

..••••• Besides disillusion with the working of a hl<jftly cen­ 

tralised financial handling system, did the l_iaitatioB alslo 

iaply greater confidence in the Cajwgre's adninistrs ive stand­ 

ard? and efficiency? The first mte* tion ^o«e* a seconds ^rhat 

was the current state of their administrative difficulties, 

and what proftrer.^ hed been nacte to^yaird?- ttoeir solution?

¥e have observed that rnauy of the salient problems vere 

concerned with army p&y* and the procedure oP moneysf passage 

out of the Ca^eres late and. partial paywer.t (or disadvantage 

ecus substitution of noney by goods), the dangers of abuse 

arising from creditors* relations with the c^nere * r. staff 

and sources of revenue, traffic in bpvi§tr^e* * * T£e rejuedies 

proposed in the 1470s hod attonpted to P trengthor. the co-*ord«* 

inatin^r role in an"?y r>ay of the ^ro'T'/e^ i tor i soprq lg Cag^re, 

the magistracy with most explicit competence to cliocl: on the 

: s activity, Bttt the effect of these recedir s

be doubted, owing to their re-is*>ittf» in re.fom orders of the 

years between 1479 and 1490? this iwrniies t !'-at t-;e3r carved at 

best to eontaifi ptpobleias «nd abuser5| rrltfeoiit achieving radical

••*•••. • The fundamental obstacle remained t Aether by fault of 

exarrnerated or wnca-ordinatec1 cl'^and^. on its ^,ee:is.t c"4 because 

of its own wastage and losses in exaction and. handlingt the

a could not meet its assigned payiwsrits fully or

puiicraally, Tn January 1481 the chancellors of the mrr companies 

complained that pactaa uee-^e^ th^ ^tir^.litf of letters from the 

Proweditorif or even dt*cali» to pay bollej'te (crvidence again 

of the importance of the chancel lorr' solicitations). The auth­ 

ority of the* £S2ESSifi>£l ̂ ~s therefore reinforce:1 by a proc­ 

edural ruling that it should be they who sf»t the ca-are boll- 

ette due for payment, vrtth covering letters? ~ The result vas 

the despatch of a string of bolTPvtte two year? end nore in 

arrears^42 and after the War of Ferrara the situation doter-



ioratecl further.

The problems of administrative practice appear the 
same in the 148os as in the preceding decade , malfunctioning 
and abuse if anything on the increase. The Venetian of;icials 
in Padua were admonished by the Avogadori in 1488 against 

any form of representing or trading with the array companies, 
against cotintenancing dealing in military bol^lette, and

14- "3against unauthorised concession of %r estrange. The £vogad- 

ori repeated the Senate's insistence that the carnero pay 

ready money to the arrrry, in the face of their growing habit 

of simply assigning condottieri individuals vith debts to
<* -r f

discharge to the fisc/*** But the Senate itself, ordinarily
opposed to the practice's application to military pay, was

i & **» 
obliged to resort to it on occasion j and the passage of
pay in coin from the gamere to the Provveditori , for despatch

""** ' 146 to the niar companies, did not achieve a regular rhythm.

indeed, the evidence suggests that the F^ovyeditori * s auth­ 
ority in co-ordinating the timing, even distribution and 
accounting of army pay by the Camere fell far short of the

-» f "»

powers progressively attributed to them by legislation;
Quite apart from their effect on the army, shortcuts 

and failings in administrative practice threatened to confuse 
and deny the camera's principal raison d'etre, control of

** *»!•...-» II ...m *.-" * ' »l«H MHOm^ a»i.-MM»-.-n«l»ii'i»y 1111

the receipt and disbtirs^ment of public funds. Deficit or arrears 

of revenues could be temporarily remedied by the Camera's
14 ff- the Sirmoria somet^^e^ ordered it* But an in­

evitable alternative ^as the assigmnent to creditors of
due from specififc debtors of the fisc, ^sdth instruct-

14 F ions to obtain satisfaction from them. The consequence,
potentially extremely damaging, was that varying portions 

of the Paduan incomes simply bypassed the £aner<u The as- ign- 

ment of debtors - usually tax contractors or exactors behind 

vith thei£ payments - vae sufficiently commonly authorized 

by the signoria to add to the standard fofcnulae used in
«WMWM4M»-'-i -«•» «Mfc«<»*



correspondence fro™ tbe capital, vfeere we find orders to 
pay in debtors •.,. bcmis et exigibilibu? igrta consuetum,*149 
As a conseqttence of this practice accounting middies develop­ 
ed! direct dealing.'- betT^een tax collectors and state credit­ 
or?, though potentially profitable to the forner, risked

umi«KSorided in the earner a * s books, or straying beyond
the limits of authorised payments, Some direct dealing 
van perhaps justifiable' - for example between the dazieri 
of the Padovano district? and tbe local Venetian fQ.dest.jl, 
due to receive their salary from the camera. But the 
practiced extension discouraged .the Venetian Gamer ignghl 
fro?n proper conduct of t*'?eir duties of exaction, so con- 
tri*?uti»g to **orsen the difficulties which had caused re-

152course to the expedient"
vfhile failings of this sort may be directly related 

to the shortcomings of exact ion 9 tli£y also show the internal 
organ! sation and accounting of the Camera In a poor light.
Whatever the weaknesses of exaction* and their independence 
°* ^he S^ZSS-tS.* 5 control, an element .-of inefficiency and in­ 
difference to administrative nirrrs on the part of its pers­ 
onnel contributed to won*se*B the situation, and this became 
f^ore readily apparent dialing the 14BOS with the extension 

of Venetian Interference in its affairs,
• The standing regulations governing the Camera's act­ 

ivity vere forced by an acMimitlati.cn of lavs issued by the
councils of state, and rwlinr* fey the signer ia, Prowcxjitori

153le C?»^ere, citr/ Hettori 9«d touring inspectors. Their
^* i nfciiMii n i i m M«a*Trn ' '" *^at^M«»* ' "«!••* !*••**•#»

observance inust have depended largely on the degree of vigil­ 
ance eKorttised by the current Rettori, for routine supervis­ 
ion from Venice, except when temporepily reinforced by spec­ 
ial officials, could only tal^e note of the despatch of 
moneys due from the earners, and scrutinize the periodic 
rendering of accounts* correspondence was on t'tie ^ole a 
veak source of Information on the caqeye's working standards



(and an uncertain instrument for their cor ection). Auth­ 
ority in Venice was better informed on tlie Carnore's results 
than tiielr methods, and for knowledge of then both*- depended 

to a considerable extent on the reports or co nlaint^ of 
^ parties, (most cormonly the Camera*s creditors). 
Weaknesses in the compilation and checking of the 
s accounts wore partly responsible for tliis situat­

ion. In theory the Venetian administrative system worked to 
a routine of monthly and yearly accounting, in oarttcilar 
the former. Monthly acv-ounting, with the settling up of pay­ 
ments and registers by the fifth day of the succeeding nonth* 
and monthly alternation in duty of the noble officials in charge 
of receipts, yoro demanded from all. the gi^norj-a's offices

154in 1489, in a law repeating and summarising adninistrativo 
practice long since codified ... but imperfectly observed. 
Another principle, confirmed by further legislation luring
this period, required officials (l<et^Orri and Canterlenrrhi 
where bhe province^ were concerned) to settle up their
accounts before leaving office and hand over all noncys due,

156 • to the satisfaction, of their superiors or successors."
; observation of thes-e norras by the terraferma Cantere 

_ appears to have been incomplete• The paduan ca^erlenghi did 
alternate monthly in handling receipts (though the free Cast-

15 7erlengo might be assigned to special duties), but the 
closure and yriting-up of accounts, and the separation of 
each month's moneys were not correctly conducted* The working 
of the Paduan Camera in the 1460$ and 1470s was punctuated 
fry sporadic but apparently unsuccessful criticism of the 
negligence of tii$ camere's accounting to Venice, due in
Padua's case to a dispute amona the officials concerned as

158 to which of them was obligee) to copy and send the accounts.
with the end of the central pooling in Venice of 

mainland revenues in 1479, the senate re-iterated the stand­ 
ing rules for the provinces • ac imting to the Frovveditori



sopra le Canergi 5 in 1481 provision was made to deal yitli 
the accounts due from p*.4ua for the years 146S-79*50 though

the dispute among the Camera officials was still dive in i /• i
•1484, v&en the reform promoted by contarini and the 

Senate attacked the **., poclia diligentiaM f of the scribes, 

especially in thr- corporation of accounts,

' with Venetian vigllanoe and Intervention intensified 

after tho War of ferrara* what slack accounting had served 

to conceal no^ gradually became apparent: with revenues in­ 

sufficient or delayed, the Careerlenghi were jug-ling or alt­ 

ering the nonthly accounts t6 suit their needs. in 143? 

the signorla loaned threats of .punitive intervention, and 

summoned one of the Can>cylonghi to Vcm:r ce to obtain a truth­ 
ful account of the Camera *s wrfeing; the result was the 
general reform of I486,

The answer| then, to the question posed above on the 

Camera's efficiency and standards of administration is tliat 

authority in Venice can only Have accMimal^tecl uiiPavourable 
impressions over the 3'ears up to 148 r . rf the establishment 

of the limitation in 1490 expressed any confidence in tha 
functioning of provincial institutions, it could only be based 

on the slender justification of the 1468 ref orris i but rattier 

than confidence in the ca%ei?c f the Senate's decision of 1490 

signified disappointment pfter two years* opes^ation in peace­ 

time of a cer.tralised financial handling cyste'%
The limitation 1 s objective? vcrre not confined, however, 

to solving problems o£4 bureaucratic efficiency. Deeper issues 

had emerged, of overall financial .5tr.-at^Ty, and responsibility 

for itr» forwwlation: vaoso vas the competence to authorize 

public expenditure and assign funds? How could or should it 

be shared? How far should torrafcr^g. T»GVe*?.ue"» be assigned to 

expenditure other than the arwy? 3y 1490 t-ene \?ere natters* 

requiring clarification, insofar &$ intcr/entions by the 

Council oF Ten had place-' th^ ir> a position not only to 

execute but also to alter substantially the financial planning



conducted by the Senate*

The Council of Ton in ttie later rmat trecento, tvo and 

a half centuries aft<sr ife birth, t/ac w*l! on t'^e w*v to reach-* ^*

ing the Txjsiticn of* irr^onso importance in government which 

the creation of the permanent ^pjrta in t'le early sixteenth 

century helped to establish* Published analysis of its act­ 
ivity in finance deals only vitb later events, in particular 

the constitutional crisis of l5 Q''?-o3, and ryf<*ps primarily 

to its control of the Kint; but just as the permanent 

%onta of the sixteenth century rjrw out of its many tempor­ 

ary but important pr@rcccsr.ors of the fifteenth, the powers 

In p^bMc f inane-0 of th© fsa grw frora snail beginnings f 
folios-ing an identifiable dynr.rr'c, but consolidated more by 

the impetus of evenjfes than by manoeuvres in oxocution of pre-» 

conceive^, plan-.-incr.
The ^a-Trrinr Cons id io lav of 14^ € ^.ich attempted to1-'' -- ''

regulate t-e Ten*s area of competence made no mention of
\fi public finance, nut by that date they already discharged

apparently restricted and anomalous functions connected with 
finance, lilce protection of tho pay due to Venice's general 

Bartolomeo Colleone, %shich ^/ore to develop touardr, niore

systematic anc! far-reocliiag surveillance of Blinds destined 

to defance spending during tae 14 70s t and in particular of 

the 'deposits 1 of revenues set aside for this purpose. By 
the end of hoc tili tier. is. 14?9 f with terrafeyna revenues

pooled in the capital, the Ten as much as the Senate \rere 

assigning and anticipating funds, obtaining credit -m the

fwarantee of future salt incones, and various revenues assign-
l^Ced to a special deposit in t;io Pi*ocuratje«

The Ten f s r\ctivit>f through the var years, in which 

they progrecccd fron enforcement of the Senate's and sirmor- 

la f s provision toijardr- indGpondont dGcir.ions t should not 

be considca»od unwarranted necMling or c -Idly conceived con­ 

centration of pews?. Venetian public finance, vitii tiie weak­ 

ness of its articulation, urgently needed an authoritative



He

instrument to inpose discipline and co-ordination or its 

constituent parts, and to maintain the confidence o£ bankers 

and the flow of moneys toward" urgent rilitary oxpenditiare, 

The principal method on trhlch the Ton settled to iciiievo 

these aims was the custody and manipulation of reserve funds, 

which they spent ct need or pledged to secure -loans, draw­ 

ing on other incomes to fer>d or replace* their r^opves*

Tfte problem created, where teCTafgrrna revenues v/erc 

concerned, was the definition of the Ten f s ar^a of inter­ 

vention in neace-timet with expend! tnre convicted directly 

by the Ca.mere t and the long-term af?signmont of t^eir revenues 

to arnty pay and local expenses, additional derrands by the 

fen threatened, to disrupt the pattern of their allocation. 

They were by nc means insensitive to the danger* of over­ 

lapping competence a in September 1479 they ^iace<i a.n oblig­ 

ation for D. 10,000 to renew the gr^eoratig deposit on all
t after they had paid off tlie

Venetian banks, but in November they switched the alignment 

to the salt revenues » to free the SfJ-^f *••• ita ut reman-
171 

eanlfc in ^rbitrio nostri dominli, nt antea coosucnrere » *

And until the War of Ferrara brought a return to the pooling

revenues, the limits set by this declaration of

principle appear to have been observed.

It was after the war of Perrara, with terraferTsa and.- -**

in particular Paduan income?3 faltering, and with the state 

relying heavily on credit from the banks, th =»t the Ten's 

interventions in the Paduan Cgr.era's af rairs multiplied in 

mimber and weight • Thi*- was an imme<!iate conseriuenoe of the 

share they had taken of its revenues <fcirin<r the war, and now 

took the form of orders deciding the wicrc'ity with which the 

various obligations should be discharged, a? iyell as an igning 

further major payments to it.
Tn October 1485 the Ten obliged Padua to pay off 

moneys spent on the fleet, so disrupting its payments jto 

Venice*s retiring general Sansoverino and 'iis succes-or niulio



Cesare da Varano, which W&Q partially anticipated 
banker <?« loans raised in Venice (to be made good by Padua )i74 
T» 1486-8 7 the Camera failed to satisfy either the rccruirod 
despatch of nonces to Venice or the programme of payments

lT"i
to the generals, '* so that the state borrowd to saeet their 
peiy and issued revised instructions to the caera -
sorvod only to confus© further the irregular rhythm and vary­ 
ing priority of its expenditure*7^ Despite the evident 
confusion, the Ten also added various minor piorraents to

17?its obligations." The Trentino war of 1487, occasion of 
spirited appeals from the Signer la to the Camera, provided

3.7Banother cause of disruption to its shaken routine.
.. The return to a centralised system of revenues 1 dis­ 

tribution in 148 S followed four years of grave disorder in 
the Paduan Camera's functioning. Many of the financial decis­ 
ions t and the instructions enforcing then, had corae in these 
years from the Ten, or «ea*e related to ttar intei'ventions* 

' their budgeting of tcirogfgraa inoxnes* spending to
and if so how? 'tfoe $w&inaeQ they exerted on the cam-

^as : m©r€ consequence than cause/ due 'to overall fluctruat- 
iii -^eventie' aid-spending. 17? *t is. also clear, given tu« 

cttmalative dovelo^csnt of t^e CiKnieax* t 9 administrative fall­ 
ings, that their contribution was at ?aost to wrsen diffic­ 
ulties alreauy wall rootei. The erixjrs ^hidi tuay be attrib­ 
uted to their collaboration in financial planning, at least 
in the coBseguencas visible la Paduat w©re the too frecpaont 
alterations of priority and destination of its payments, and 
in a broader context Mu/ detormination to raak© substantial 
deraands on mainland revesiacs witli iwhich to finance the fleet, 
*$ien the Caferefs most Important task, tHe pay of the arrry* 
was not being satisfactorily discharged, it vas prir.iaril^ to 
regularise the arniy«s pay and pl^tecfr its priority that the 
Senate draughted the camera, moneys to Venice in 14C • and the""""" „ ^ 180
same motivation lay behind the limitation two years later.



.J>limitation*.^ introduction posed iTTmortf?>nt questions 

Tor the following years: \*rith th^ Ganore again entrusted ?/ith 
the local distribution of rwenuns, what efficiency ran Id be 

expected of them, what were the results of disturbance, 
interference and reform in the 1480s? And secondly, vith this 

of the main terrafo^a revenues to artsy pay by the 

authority, hew if at all - would the Council of 
Ten intervene in future in the affairs of the earnere?

II - (3) t 1490 :...- 1509* The Limitation, and the Rogercuss-*
of grc\glng[___vtilit.ary

The ynars fol?CTrf.r?<r t^e institution of -the 
those of the approach and early campalgnin-j of the 

Italian wr»r«t« The Pr?duan Canera f r. daalinfTS T/it!i ifr. military 
creditors (principally the ?*a*cruis of Ttar1n;a) suffered only

winor interruption?, cf routine, for t^e army's mobilization
1C1 and active sc*rvic<? in tfce romovo carnairrr. of 1^195. No

extraordinarj' ta^ tion v,*as inposcd on t'ie provinces at this
18° 

o, .for ertra revenues ^*c^e rair.-?^! in the capital.

But the withdrawal froa the peninsula of Charles VIII 

of France could not restore pc^cc, T^e tension? and antagon-
bet->«een the Italian states had become o^^n conflicts;
^recertent iyf»« sot for foreigr. intorvsntior, and ?^nice 

coulu viot Svoid a rnajor. roT*i in the rr^-^e oJP allicinces and 

ambitions* Maples, tMe« Pisa and Tuscany ver-3 theatres of 
var in vfcich tJ?.e Hepitblic intr?rvene^ to .?Mri''-or its inter- 
'ests/Tben in 14^ hcaw TdrHsh attscT:^ or the nar holdings 
ana Privli coi added *^ith tbo Ff^nco-~Venetia/i alliance for 
ttoe dlsnenberwent of ts?e Sforsa state cF 7-fl.an. Vrmlee ^as 
at war on tv/o frontn, and the Republic f s v/hole financial 
system was r- trained to the pdint cf b^eaV.inT by the sinult-

18*4
sneon<? niltt?ry con/iitnrmt entailed.
l - :ii ' : During this period of hos til tier, in contrrst vith 
the 1470s and the war of Frrrara, the ordinary terraforna 

revenues continued, ar» far as possible, to bo distributed
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by the Camere to their military payees: recourse to their 
central channelling, with anticipation fro*: other* funds or

"IQA

bankers* credit, tras practised onlv as a last resort* 
Stricter adherence to local distribution, and fir/aer insistence 
that tbe Cjrnjere discharge th*ir obligations without falling 
back on the capital, may be read as the signs of wre order**
ly and decisive tjro<rraf?!rincr» Bnt they w»re also a consecruGBCt 
of plain necessity* war in the east represented the more 
pressing need, drawing all available funds in Venice as well 
as part of the mainland incotfces, at a time vfcen credit had 
become extremely scarse in the capital* The Soraaao' bank ha^d 
been liquidated in 1491, tw other important banks - the 
Garsoni and the LiPpoiaano - failed in 1499 t and the only naj- 
or survivor, the pisani bank, was saved in ttio same year by 
***» §lSS23£iSfs intervention , anc! ceased orvsfrations between 
1500 and 1504F' 5

The banks 1 difficulties arose Primarily from the gen­ 
eral shortage of liquid capital, due to tl'*G effects of ^ar on 
commerce and the state* 55 heafvy demands in taxation. The 
same factors had an adverse effect on the decline yield
and the trading value of laonte stock, i^icb. bad acc^j?milated 
in the absence of retfenption by the state. Though extraord­ 
inary taxation i« Venice at tlie tnr*n of the contin«/ continued 
to be tied to y*?paymerjt by tbe ^onte, it proved necessary 
to exploit other so«irces of e^tra revenue* Forced loans
U"ere therefore accompaaievl by a one third rise in t fie city

i&7 188 dasi rates 7 0/ the t?nr OP office returned to a *net half 1 ,'
and the tans a - a new tax CUB loan - was introduced, levying
fron D* 1 to D. 50 per household in Venice as tax, ^dth from

189D* 50 to D. 300 as loan*

with this weight of taxation on the city, extra demands 
wore made on the terraferna too: a subsidy in 14^, s»nd in

fcii>«wim«Ju«..jT^ jtr i :.— MTin rr^Mr- r ^ '" ™

150C an attenDt to increase the dngn by on<* third, a?, in Ven­ 

ice. The hostile reception of the latter proposal led to its

by a special tax on Irnd-ovning, the canpatico,
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on which the Senate insisted in the face of clamorous oppo-* 

sition, ~ Taxation on the clergy of Venice ?nd tfre ?r<ainland 

was boosted by a Papal decina, conceded in 1500, and in 1501 - 

again with tue Pope's consent - a jubilee was proclaimed to 

raise monoy for the war against the Turks; 

. ; Both cJuring and alter this period of emergency , the 

limitation of the ter-i/aferaa Camere : $ ordinary rove^ues re- ,. 

rained in force*, in response to the greater pressure of mil­ 

itary budgeting, in a prolonged periou of political unrest 

no^y on a iiuropean scale, the Senate reacted by reiriforcing 

tiie r.ystom laid dovn in 1490* In March 1494 it had rejected 

a gfrrte to increase spending on the array, and strengthen its 

state of readiness, a proposal which specifically demanded 

the scrupulous guarding of the earnero * s incomes against all 

but a minimum of non-military expenditure* But in November 

of tue same year, with Charles VIII threatening Florence,
19^

what was essentially the same law was passed."" So higher 

regular military spending brought greater simplicity and 

clarity of planning to the allocation of the stain terrafcrma 

revenues, and the dominant control of the Senate over them, 

set ing a program ie of expenditure an4t the pattern for its 

continuation, lasting through to 1509 and after, with host­ 

ilities against the Turks at an end in 15ca f padua f s assigned 

yearly total for military pay rose to >. 3B,BOC» after ec­ 

onomies Hade in the Camera's local expenses, (the '(fiiassation 

et scansation'ji 93 In 1503 it TOS set at D, 40,336, and in 

1508 at :). 4^t5867 1V

3^ :; ; ;:, The parti of 14 r»0 and 1494 left the Camera*** normal 

revo.iUGs asv'ignec5 to tiyo main arear- of expenditure: the army, 

and local expenses (izrith ^dnich ve may g^out) £rovisioni)» The 

answer, therefore, to Vie constitutional question of the resp­ 

ective roles of ;'.<anate aiici Tea ih the C^raorcjs affairn, vas 

the establishment of comy)rehensive control by tiie forner over 

the allocation of taeir regular incomes. There seems to be 

little justification for interpreting the Senate's decisiotos
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this issue in a polemical key, (a reading o.F ovonts more 

suited to the changed circumstance's of t'le later sixteenth 

century) . There Is no appearance of constitutional controversy, 

end the pri^e objective tr*s of a practical order: to impose 

co-ordinated planning on the c.a;gere t vitb a stricter and 

core stable allocation of revenue to spending. This ^/as 

especially important for the terra ferma incomes because t^etr 

control at a distance from che capital, no easy taslc to 

start irlth, re<|uire<! their programme of spending to be ae> 

deep and unvaried as possible* So one council instead of 

t*yo, the council traditionally invested tn.th the planning 

and regulation of public finance* established nore rigid and 

lasting programming, aimed to guarantee the financing of tfce

Ten 1 a principal motivation in disposing of torra 

inco'ies in t^e 14609 liM b^n to protect the

defence budget, aud after the Senate *s institution of trie lim- 

itaticm had brought a greater degree of order to riilitary 

spending, they stwvecl no inclination to dispute its terms* 
_Nor had tu^y any cause to t since t*ie political composition 

and functions in government of Senate and Ten Tore essentially 

conpleTnentaryf and not in nutual opposition; and on a practic­ 

al level, the council of Yen in the 1490s drew on sufficient-* 

ly ample and varied resources to be able to practise its accum 

ulation of reserve .funds and cur, tody of urgent spending tidth- 

out interfering with the Senate's programme for the Career e» 

To take an example* in February 1494 they imposed tbeir auth­

ority on the exactioji of tax on public office, and assigned
196 

themselves the disposal o£ !>. 30,000 p.a. of its takings.

It is not our intention or competence to discuss the 

full' inportance of the T«n f s financial activity* but tneir 

decisions and orders reached everywhere in Venetian public

spending by the end of our period* Their o^a canega became
* -• -- * i '-7 

an Important financial office in its own right. Taoir ex-
1 l »C 

penditure covered not only naval and military mat torn f - but
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nany other fields - for example they organifted the
of nonte stock in and after 1503, bought grain to

«t»GGVenice t and intervened in public works, contributing for
to finance the important project begun in the Pad-

onl
ovano in 1488 to divert the rifcer Brenta, Their receipts
oar pre-emptive rights might cover the f Venetian* incoraes and

pfy^ extraordinary taK due froo the provinces; *" as well as th®
major taxes of the capital, * and a variety of marginal or

204laiscollaneous public funds.
The constitutional division that emerged between Ten 

and Geaatet though not necessarily a stable one, war, that 
the Senate (with the ^r«f?-ior (tonsifilio in the background) de-

•MMMMMWHMIIOO.-u. - IL» I !,«•-:* • llJNfllll Illlll I

bated and decided the Republic's overall financial strategy, 
and authorised the imposition of tax. It also continued to 
take the majority of the short-term decisions about the ad­ 
ministration and expenditure of public raoneys* The Tent by 
establishing permanent control of certain regular incomes, 
and the option to intervene in the assignment of others, ver® 
in a position to guide revenues towards important areas of 
expenditure* in particular defence and the public debt.05 
They could cover the gap§ and delays arising when expenditure 
or income differed in practice from their projected dimens­ 
ions and schedules, or n?lidn the particular urgency of expend­ 
iture recmirec! the anticipation of the incomes assigned to 
it or the underwriting of credit. *?Iieir authority also played 
an important part in reinforcing the instructions for the 
execution of financial |>olicy in the provinces, vhicb' they 
kept under surv@illaacef with the result that the navies of 
the Capi of the fen appear in the «e*e pressing orders sent 
to the

These signs of progress tOT^rd? the mo^a effective 
co-ozvlination of the Republic's Finances contrast vltli the 
«*atinuiag discrepancy bot^oea the ca§ere fs effective revenues 
and ar>r,ign4d expend! ture. in the 1490s Padua foil far behind

' "" O 7
its payments to the narouis of Hantua', and the Signoria



ran ttantagh its reDertoiro of ia-nediate resedies: sending 

touring officials to solicit the Camera *s rocoiDts (with 

particular urgency in the campaign year o£ HO1})^ 01 advising 

the Carnerlonghi to borrov^09 and filing bacfc on credit in 
Venice1; 10

, Maay of the problems in :?adua'3 caset as the reforming 

ordinances of 1484 and 1483 had indicated, lay in tne processes 

of exaction, and the Camera*? relations vith dg.r.i<3Ti and
——— If <———•«• _.+-im..,m

dadij exactors. with Pitigliano (.Venice's renoral in succ­ 

ession to the Marquis of Mantua) the camera Vi principal cred­ 

itor bet-tfeefc 1497 and 150 9» 12 its shortcomings in payments 
continued, to receive the naximuir of administrative attention. 

As a consequence the organisation of ^aoia enaction was a 

point of steady attrition between tfco i aduan council and the 

Signoria, orpecially after I493 f tlirough Venetian i 

on full and punctual paynonts lyy the Cowia:ie t s el 
threatening to deprive it of the right to administer the

deterioration of relations over t^e <3aaia began 

as the nopiiblic r>trug-led to faco the financial ene-r^ency 

of the turn of the centiifcy. The Camera^ long-standing tol- 
erancci of imperfect conduct of cocnctirm, (criticized in tbe 

past but alloyed to continue ) t was brushed aside by pleni­ 

potentiary touring Inspectors who indicted and unr-erted not 

only the Pacluan e^tactors but also a ironbor of the cancspa's 
Venetian officials. The? investigations conclpcrted for the 

Senate in January l r;98 b^^ ti^e A yogadpr ̂di ̂ oragn A^dr^-a San- 

chani. besides incrininating the daOia exactor Pr?bi??rio de f 

Pabiani, revived an accusation of fio torsring ^yo^a^ori of 
14C£ against a ^rctog6 of the Doge, ^on'3neTo do ^artin, 

(supervisor of the Paduan C^rjegajjg* baYrjrleri^ responsible 

fcxr publ.rc oorks); it vas nov extended to include his brother 

and the Oano-a scribe Pifiro do f r.ant : . The tvro brothers vrere

convicted, Domenego (significantly tried bcforo the Senate) 

on char-res of malversation and extoroion, uhich earned him



214a sentence of exile* in 1490 the rroyyeditore gp?y.a 
Caiaere Gerolamo Cappello visited padua, and t!:re* comrict** 
ions resulted: of* the uoble Giorgio Corner fu Marec, earner* 
lengo between 2.4 yf> a^d 1497t for defrauding the Papuan
exactors indicted by i;anchani of L* 4 t £43 IQsljP the 
era's exactor Renier Venier, for theft of t*» 6,COC;™° and of
the scribe Andrea nsnagc for mishandling L« ic f c?4* m

whatever tne significance; of tlicce two inspections 
in revealing and rcforisin<r the c^niera^ ad%ini5ti :ative 
failings , an important imsaediate effect war. that tlic special 
officials vJio fol.iotrcd t^-csra to ?adua received or a?.ar>sed for 
themselves similarly peripatetic powers of interference* 
Ti^e season was highly favourable t with tlis great strain of . 
the v?r ef-fort OB public finance, a<id cappello iras followed 
within, a year by another Senate Cirds^ory, tiie P

Batlista 3on2'i f cornisr.ioned to, 
enforce tl*e regulation^ of 1479 and 1490 concerning esr^y payf
-,«.'.•->» ^»-, -4--^.,-*.. . - ^TQ
fefed tu exact ( investigate and arrest* He stayed two and a 
half ruontiir, before 'departing for Vicenza, arid var, sco» followed 
by tu"o ot^er visitors, so that the situation of the 1480s 
repeated itsalf. Extraordinary officials again tendsd to aipl-* 
icate the Caneya's prir^ia^ function of gathering revenues § 
tiircaugti a temporary assigrEicn^Df special powers and persoanel t 
so reinfcrci»^ receipts but ofi'eriag r>o cure for the instit- 
ntional ^o^lcnessos vithin tlie local structure •whicl': necescit-* 
ate<'l their presence. Tfeis tendency was particularly evident 
itf the \A)rlc of ^aticeseo de Legge» ono of a nuraber of exactor^ 
sent ?rom Venice to tl**e terraFema to collect tho ca^atico

1301 and 1503^'° ^.10 also baca^e involved in levying tax 
from t^e clergy and from various long-standing debtors of the

' this time the rtrganey of crisis TOS tuning. Venice's 
manoeuvres in 1503 at the death of rose Alexander VT 

o a limited military con-.-'itFient con-^ared to the ^^jrrkish 
t wfeich was at an end* extraordinary taxation in the torra-



., and vitU the gradual recovery froa onergenfiy 
of public finance, the rhythm of ^iiroct intervention in tiie

o r> o
provinces by special of.1 iciels relaxed/" The ro-or^onisation 
o£ the limitation 5.n September 150P. followed a tour of in­ 
spection ois the provinces to reduce local spending?23 Left 
vith the directives provided by rse tourinry officials, in, 
particular 3on?.i and aiova.nni Trevisan (another grovy cell tore 
sog:?:i le c^mere sent to Padua in 1502)t the Padtian Camera 
returned to a more tranquil existence after the state of ex­ 
haustion provoked by wag and the crisis in its oivn organis­ 
ation/"^

Such improvements as may have derived from the purge 
and ref'-xpp* effected did ?iot 'succeed in r.alcin*^ r#vemier. and 
spending meet. Padua fell steadily fceliind in its naynients to 
ritigliano in the year^ following 130:^" and in October 1505 
'the Captain of the city r^^rte--* bluntly to t*ie Senate that 
the earners * " inct?r?.0 fell ste.xSily short of outgoings by D» 300
a month.^ in July of the same year the renate and Ton had

o oft 
collaborated to add a rnonthly l>. a00 to padaa^s
vhieh the y^i simply deducted frcva pitiirliariO's sal*-

in both I§o5 and 1506 the senate had to ronort to ex­
peuiants to facilitate the paying of the arny, suspending the

^ ."» -^

Cnnerv**fj paynonts on t^air other er-t>enc!i1rirQf v and these 
signs of strain were followd by oth«rs^""

1*hi^ constant recurrence of fl deficit tliro^fa <?otibt on 
usefulness o^ the limitation; did it serve only to clar»- 
the planning o£ the yg^SS^ f s defence spending, end fail 

to bring budgeted and effective expend!tt;a?e onto the sa^ne, 
real Icrvel? If it failed„ to what extent did t f m fault lie 
ia the Functioning of local institutions (in the exaction and 
administration of •Incornes}, wid hov nucia in the degree of 
realism of t-'ie Se»ate f 55 denands? To conclude this discussion

•4-' •••••'.

of the Padxian Canera f s ^ctivilrvr, it is nooen'-.ary tc; relate its
continuing difficulty in meeting its obligations to their 
growing weight, as veil as to the strengths and failings of



organisation*
The Hrst of these tt» factors can ot be daniod its 

due importance* if*the order of the logical steps establish­ 

ing the limitation is borne in iriinds it ai^ed to adapt the 

province's fiscal resources t^ the needs of defence spending, 

and it vas the cost of the array t-iat determiner; the suns 

asr.ign.eci to trie Cff^ergu witn the defence budget gr curing by 

irregular stages through the fifteen years betrcon 1494 and 

1509» without the addition of fort liar perr,ahcut sources of 

provincial revenue, the Senate's denands on the Galore reach­ 

ed the point oi requiring tnera to maintain the ar.'iy at virt­ 

ually -yer-tine strength* The prospect of lasting: pesce be­ 

came too uncertain to permit r.overe reduction in numbers 

bettr<*'.?!i campaigns f and the annual pay bill rose, to total 

!>• 535,134 in -^ccoriiber 1308* By t^.en, even in the senate*s 

optiiaistic r3cfeoning f it exceeded tifie Canprc^ available 3?e- 

sources by D. 23 f 5S4, despite Foftt-^er draconian and arbitrary
r» «> ->

reduction of all t^eir other spending* J " Agnadello in 1509» 

with its long aftermath of strugc'Xe .Cor the possession of 

the mainland c*rovinces t interrvipted t'oo spiralling pressure 

of military budgeting on the terrafera^ cajnere, transferring 

--.-f their expenditure to ot&ar sources oP revenue. 

It is therefore on the performance o£ tvo decades that 

t assess v.-the Faduan Camera reformed in the 1-1 Pos, 

setting administrative practice and eF'lcieney in the context 

of the gradual escalation of milltery spending. The oroblems 

of exaction are analyzed in a later section, and for present 
purpose*? it Is sufficient to note that in the first decade of 

/the sixteenth century ex:*.stiug- dif PiealticsS t?ero subject to 
aggravation by tUe effects of grain shortage and disease, 

i'1505 in particr-tlar ^fas a year of famine and severe plague)?33 

The Canora*-^ receipts., particularly of direct tax t thereforG 

continued subject to IO.BI- and delay.

.3As fay as adninistrative standard1: are concerned, it 

is immediately apparent from the evidence of the crisis years



at the tarn of the centrry taat many of toe Tailings crit­ 
icised ir* the 1480s were still cu.'.'<-ent, ana effective con­ 
trol from Venice still ^ea&* The measures adopted in 1473, 
for t£e registration in Venice by the Proweditori soj>rair le
Camere L of moneys paid by the Caaere to t.ie army, had to bo

*' *> >i 
revived from partial neglect in 130 r; J f $& the same year
the Senate angrily attacked trading in military

continued unabated with the connivance of tiie
scribes, (it had been among the accusations direct eti at

' • • 2^5Andrea tfsnag© in 14 !?.'>)• Public moneys had continued to 
change hands outside tho Pacluan Camera and bcjrond its control -

*><*£

dazieyi effected direct payments to military cveclitorsV 
Indeed, owing to the Camera *s inability to extract raoney from 

tax col Lectors t Pitlfellaiio w^s officially paid from 14:)8
^

onwards with D» ?,000 a month is ready iaoneyt and the bal­

ance of hirs salai*y frou Padua in debtors of the fisc t from ,
23J

tpho* a local reprc'Sentative of his was e^iporrered to levy*"
• ;" ' ' IP these were the conditions ia which the gamera op­ 
erated ia the 14 90s, did the upheavals between 14 9o and 150S 
r.orvo to correct administrative practices and improve effic­ 
iency1? What, first of all, was tlie effect of tiie prosecutions

of 1498 and 149^?
. A suitable, torn to rlo^iTibe their immediate impact might 

be? •sensational*, in viev of the ntir they created in the 

charged public climate of patriotic struggle* But a deeper 
evaluation o£ theit* significance: is difficult to achieve , 

for t'?.eir c?>scov«3cry end denunciation allow more than one in-* 

terpretation, (like the ej-.po-?xire o.? tax eves) ion) : should it 

be considered a stop £orwar<i for administrative standards, 

and proof o£ the funct ioniau of systems of central surveill­ 

ance - or rather the tip of t-ie iceberg, indicative of past 

and continuing practice, favoured by prevalent attitudes to 

the holding of public office?

The two liypotheses arc not nvatually axclusivej the con­ 

stant centralizing trend of Venetian administration of the



provinces lends weight to the first, but especially in the 

context o£ racent historical xvri tint's de-wythiciaation of 

Venetians* attitude to public office, it seem- legitimate to 

give some credit to the latter interpretation (and so to the

bitter noralisn of the dieirict rriuli), by admitting the 

same viccr; in Venetian adninistration as could be found in 

that o.ft otlier stater^3 *" 

; ., .- The prosocutioiir, of 1498-99 rmst therefore be set in

tfco coatext of institutional characteristics and political*•

attitude: thr trrogular exercise end scattered co-ipetence 
of r.'idltin£ f especially snosg the citizen functionaries, ^en 

so ni2i?y rns^ist^S-O"!®!* &.?>.;! courts k<3pt thoilr o\*?n c^.^^.r* j ti'ie 
dependence o^ gains not orJLy on a fixed salary out also on 

a co^rdsrion fro:i moneys haadlv^d or i/ork done (T^ti_llt|>r) of'tea 

greater than t'^.o salary, e.^sy to abtr?e t and virtually imp 
ible t' rnadit. Cf r ice tax, levle-1 on both saiayy and

23 9y^r. unvillinnly paicl - further evidence to conflrn the vis­ 

ion of office ar- patrimony, as a forr.i of gains, a conception 

alroacly manifest in the iri.dc? diffusion of Ij^glj.c_ {eiection- 

rigging). Appointments to office ancl its tenure in tue cit- 

in cm bureaucracy had their own specific character: the ioport- 

anco of Pavour and clientage (often presented as tlie reward 

of patriotic service) in ap^oiaatvients, T^iich encouraged nepot­ 

ism and clime autreiichment; pluralism -jf toinirc, with absent- 

eelssi and substitration '- all factors nare or les': damaging 

to efficiency, competence aud coSrpuctiaess of conduct. . 

.>•• • , The disciplinary action Tindsrta^cn in Padua at the tuna 

of t-i.e century was something of cm isolated nlacnoj-nenoat It 

Bcadei fee tons ion create"7 hy the ^op^'^l^-- 1 ^ over—stx*etched 

foreign policy, '(nnj. in T499 t^^" bitterness of defeat by the 

Tories), for official disapproval to ovez-co'.ne tfcG inertia of 

tacit toleration or resignation protecting extended gains, 

as well as the ob:;t*acl^s to investigation posed by ttio con- 

.'•fusc-d accounting and e-^potc^ce of t:e Republic's financial 

-.offices. The periodic attempts to redress tkc Gangere*s pro- 

i# as yell as re-organisations of army pay. had not
' ' ! ',?>*'--&f''i"rr: "•b-'<*!t ' ' i 

*"



?40 spared general accusations of malpractice; but there is
scarce evidence of prosecutions of Paduan officials in the

241preceding forty years of this study.
The fury of denunciation was in fact short-lived. 

Occasional prosecutions between ijoo and 1509 demonstrate 
continuing, intermittent attention in Venice to the correct­ 
ion of malpractice, we find suspicions of a noble camerlengo^42 
recovery of moneys misappropriated by the clergy exactor^43 
prosecution of the camera's fines 1 scribe?44 But the psycho­ 
logical moment for general recrimination and accusation had 
passed, as it had for the other Oamere^45 Despite the initial 
sensation, authority in Venice may also have realised that 
public officials* dishonesty was but one aspect of the Canorous 
problems, and perhaps not a very major one.

whatever the influence of deliberate malpractice, venal 
motivation and illicit profit were evils which could never be 
eradicated without at the same time recognizing and remedying 
the delays and deficits on the exaction side of the Camere's 
accounts, or at least allowing for them in budgeting. But with 
the ebbing of the crisis of the Turkish war, the exaction work 
of the touring officials tailed off, and the function they 
discharged lapsed, so accentuating the danger that moneys due 
to the Camera which were not paid on schedule would become 
distant and eventually irretrievable arrears. For all the 
anomalies of their position, special officials 1 exaction conc­ 
entrated on outstanding debts whi«h the Camerlenghi could not 
or would not liquidate, and which constantly accuntulatred, 
since threatening legislation and the efforts of the Camera * s 
personnel did not suffice to nake tax collectors and debtors 
pay on time.

Relatively little was gained, therefore, in 1502, because 
the re-organization and re-allocation of revenues following 
the •chassation et scans^ation* were more nominal than real. 
The of 4,260 p.a. saved in Padua's spending were gains on pap­ 
er, made by dismissals and pay cuts. T'ie dismissed were for
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the most part guards in the padovano castles t some of which 
were noiy left undefended to be leased privately by the Rason

246yecchie. Pay cuts were inflicted on officials* salaries and 
the various ffrovisioni, in Padua and throughout the terraferma, 
which were set at a frequency of eight instead of ten ofev 
twelve payments a year; and the same reduction was applied 
to the army, with the exception of its commanders andcthe

247central banca. Especially where army pay was concerned, 
these revised rates offered the opportunity of squaring acc­ 
ounts with reality, rather than saving moneys actually spent:
the revenues made available could have been assigned to fill

248 out the Camera's meagre payments on its existing obligations.
But the logic of military budgeting induced the Senate to 
believe, or at least to demand, that the standing obligations 
should be honoured, as wellas others assigned with the savings

raade.
So the chassation et scansation offered no cure for the 

Camera's deficit, with the consequence that the failings in 
its administrative practice were bound to survive and flourish. 
It continued to effect part of its najor payments in debtors, 
cettainly no help to the clarity of its accounting, and hardly 
a satisfactory solution for its creditors. pitigliano f s secret­ 
ary requested the Signoria in 1504, a propos of his master's 
pay from Padua, to ' t .« farli satisfare*,* et per 1'amor de 
Dio non li dare piui exactor! perch& li tornano in preiudicio 
«t damno grande suo et de la compagnia 1 .

Though unsatisfactory to creditor' and damaging to the 
state's control of public moneys, the practice of payment 
with debtors was sanctioned by legislation regulating its 
procedure throughout Venetian public finance, its open accept­ 
ance by the state corroborates other evidence of creditors 1 
difficulties and consequent man euvres in obtaining payment,
(symptoms at the very least of poor financial planning, and

p Sf} in the long term of an overall deficit). Its acceptance was

also an admission of the failings of exaction: with forced 
levying costly, inefficient and complicated by the observance



of legal procedures and cautidns, it was often left to the 
state's creditors to try their luck, whether in direct act­ 
ion against debtors assigned, or in pressure on the Camere 
to raise moneys allocated to them.

The limitation* as we have already suggested, by return­ 
ing the Camere»s revenues to local distribution to their assign­ 
ed recipients, was a clear admission of the importance of 
creditors 1 pressure on the source of income in obtaining 
eventual payment. Despite the abuses and wastage it might in­ 
volve, the advantage in yield maie it preferable to sole re­ 
liance on the power of authority in Venice to solicit the 
Camere f s receipts and channel them through the capital to 
their destinations, a practice which the Signoria had apparent­ 
ly learned to try to avoid by the end of the fifteenth century. 

Considered as a gauge of the effective control of central 
authority ofrer the Camere» this situation reveals weakness 
rather than strength. Yet it contrasts with the constant tend­ 
ency of legislation and intervention from the capital to seek 
to regulate and interfere in the Garnered af airs. The tptr^cxt- (fa, 

co Of tfce fifteenth century sau? a concentrated succession 
attempts by Venice to discipline and exploit provincial 

revenues, not only through the intermittent activity of spec­ 
ial exactors but also by less ofetrusive means, intensifying 
the surveillance and regulation of relatively minor aspects 
of the Camere»s activity, or matters hitherto untractable. 
What we have seen of the Camera's results in the last decade 
before Agnadello indicates the continuity of its troubles, 
and excludes any major or at least beneficial extension of 
the Signeria*s effective power to regulate the Camere, whatever 
the centralizing tendency of Venetian government and the urg­ 
ency of the time* As a consequence, the details of financial 
planning for the provinces, though undergoing nrogressive elab­ 
oration, remained fragile and unrealistic on a practical level. 

This contradiction between intention and effect, betv/ecn 
planning and its execution, has been evident in much of our 
discussion so far, but the final pages of this section are



intended to demonstrate that the same contrast may be found 
throughout the Camera's functioning, not only in the admin­ 
istration of its major revenues and its relations with its 
military creditors, but also in the handling of its second­ 
ary incomes and spending. The Arohol 00,^1 limits of discussion

•xl

have therefore been expanded to resume and integrate material 
predating the years 1490-1509, though these remain our br*ad 
focus of interest. After brief consideration of the Camera's 
•Venetian 1 incomes, and a summary examination of its ma£<jinaiE 
revenues, we will review the question of its local and non- 
military expenditure, and - by way of conclusion on the ad­ 
ministrative delations between capital and camera - examine 
th£rid£§ree of effective control represented by padua*s account- 
ing to Venice.

As we might expect from the problems manifest in the 
despatch of the Camera's main incomes to Venice, in the phases 
of central pooling of terraferma revenues, it* transmission of 
its 'Venetian' incomes to the capital (an unvarying obligat­ 
ion) was subject to perennial difficulties. For the salt 
daaio we posses? little information, but in the exaction and 
despatch of clergy decime arrears were endemic, and always 
high An the priority of special officials 1 tasks in the prov-
W51

The third 'Venetian 1 income, the tax on public office, 
vas a constant source of•complaint and accusation directed 
from Venice towards the Cfamere. it was anyway unpopular, and 
subject to evasion and arrears, because with its differentiat­ 
ed rates it taxed every type of Venetian public office, noble
and citizen, temporary and long-term, subtracting precious

25Sgains from both salary and utili.tjU The terraferma camere 
in particular were frequently behind in their payments: the 
Camera staff failed to deduct at source the contributions of 
local Venetian officials, the earnerlenghi muddled office tax 
due to 'dhe governatori with other funds, and if revenue? were 
scarce it wao the last obligation to be satisfied. Lavs for 
the full assessment and exaction of the tax from the terraferna



'36

and angry letters from Venice to Padua, recur
through the first three decades of our period?53 Revised 
legislation by the Senate in 1491 to strengthen payment, esp­ 
ecially in the provinces, was followed in 1494 by the Ten f s 
take-over of most of the tax's proceeds, and the extension 
of their supervision to its exaction^ 54 The extra weight of 
their authority was felt in the gravity of threats to the 
Camere, but payraent from the provinces appears to have remained 
unsatisfactory, despite closer surveillance* 55

It is possible to detect a similar trend towards closer 
attention from Venice, thoufh again with limited success, in 
the vaguely circumscribed area of the miscellaneous and exped­ 
ient incomes which the Signoria created or hunted out in the 
Caiaere, in its attempts to fill gaps in the defence budget*

pc^rAmong the many items classifiable under this denomination, 
potentially the most important in terms of yield was the coll- 
dction of old debts to the fisc, It was an activity that waxed 
and waned, but failed to achieve a steady rhythm, which - 
absurd though it may seem - was the response necessary to the
almost constant creation of arrears, due either from taxes 1

257administrators or their individual contributors. The recup­
eration of outstanding debts naturally received particular 
stimulus in periods of financial stringency, marked by more 
freoueat legislation and intervention through r&utlne admin­
istrative channels, as well as the der.patcft to the provinces

258of special touring officials,
Apart froTii intensifying attention to arrears, the Sign- 

oria reacted to pressure on the fisc by creating specific 
marginal incomes, administered by the gamere but kept separ­ 
ate in budgeting terms fro?» their ordinary revenues, and 
despatched to Venice. The method used (which lay behind the 
creation of tax on public office) was the addition of a small 
percentage or fixed payment to eatisting forms of tax, or the 
deduction of something similar front moneys owed by the state. 
One example of this was* a two per ce"nt levy on all moneys 
paid out of the terraferma and nar earner e t originally con-
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ceived as a form of income tax to complement the Venetian 
decima, like the tax on Monte interest payments^ 59 The long­ 

est lasting expedient of this type was the addition of small 
obligations to the totals stipulated in the terraforma daai 
contracts, first used in our period charing the later stages 
of the Turkish Wars of the 1470s, and left in operation there­ 
after. The proceeds were allocated to the Arsenal, so as to 
extract a minor contribution from provincial incomes without 
disturbing their principal commitment to the array?60 
v £ Another source of terrafergia income awarded to the 
Arsenal was the extension to the subject cities* offices of 
tha tax on public office, in effect restricted to little more 
than the territorial vicariates in their charge, and so called

261the vicariates* tax. * it was sufficiently meagre in its 
yields, not least because contested by the terraferma, to 
merit classing as marginal, and it always received separate

262administrative treatment.
rr * ; TO judge by later evidence, neither of these ayments 
to the Arsenal was regularly effected. Local opposition to 
the second may have contributed to cause this, but in the 
atmosphere of the Camera's approximate and h&stled satisfact­ 
ion of4ke'(f major obligations, it is improbable that petty, 
anomalous payments received itnach of their attention. As with 
office tax, the period after 1490, with the earners main 
incomes subject to the stricter requirements of the limitation 
brought stronger administrative interest to bear on them. 
Indeed, with talk in 1490 and 1491 of redemption of MonjEe 
stock, various minor revenues were assigned, including another 
small levy of the order of two per cent on the dazi of Venice 
and the terrafermaf63 in 1492 there followed as f ignments to 
the same purpose of regulat terraforna revenues, which were
abolished by the 1494 re-confirmation of the limitation,

264
leaving the fringe payments due from Padua in force."

In a significant development towards the turn of the 
century, the Ten began to devote close attention to the exploit-



ation of marginal revenues; not disdaining to deal with 
petty matters, they manipulated arrears and other minor or 
anomalous terraferma incomes to finance projects in their care, 
while respecting the claims of the limitation. Apart from the 
examples already quoted of their activity in this field?65 they 
also attempted - though with limited success, it seems - to 
solicit payment of the 1491 percentage levy on the terraferma 
dazjl, which was incorporated in the general redemption of

2/?£>raonte stock in 1503, (while the 1477 levy on the dazi and 
the vicariates' tax remained obliged to the Arsenal),67

These were Relatively minor matters beside the larger 
sums and greater variety of items constituting the Camera's 
regular local and non-rallitary spending* Especially in the 
twenty years before 1509, the signoria's adaptation of exist­ 
ing provincial revenue' to a swelling military budget demanded 
greater stringency in other expenditure• But the Camora's 
secondary spending seems on the whole to have resisted the 
growing pressure of the limitation? there was more talk of 
its reduction than methodical attempts to review it thorough­ 
ly.. The reasons are not hard to find; touring officials came 
with other priorities, since the exaction of tax arrears was 
a more urgent and immediate problem, also offering the attract­ 
ion of pecuniary gain by commission. The irregular despatch of 
the Camera's accounts to Venice and their uncertain dependabil­ 
ity constituted a sizeable initial obstacle to investigation, 
while the labyrinth of competence in the authorisation of sal­ 
aries, pensions and expenses was a further impediment.

An important and relatively stable part of this local 
spending was made up of the salaries and payments which had 
gained the protective classification of 'ordinary 1 , ar, a con­ 
sequence of the switching and suspension of the Camere's pay­ 
ments in the 1470si68 But OTen the*' desPite tuG originally 
restricted number of items given this labelling - indeed, 
rather because of the protection it offered, were aot irautune 
to inflation^ 69 Padua's 'ordinary 1 pay bill was also swollen



by the Signoria*s habit of assigning officials unconnected 
with the province for pay by the Pad$an Camera, These were 
generally cartellans and guards serving in the polesine, Fri- 
uli and the stato da mar, areas poor in local resources.

Another important section of the camera^ non-military 
expendit^rehms constituted b$r the numerous provisioni, for 
the most part pensions and salaries paid to the state's bene- 
periti and their f railies or descendants, though some were 
paid as retainer fees to soldiers not enrolled in the army

271companies.' Provisioni were created and assigned individually 
by the councils of state, and wither*t the evidence of the Cam­ 
era ts accounts thei$ precise entity is impossible to determine. 
Many of them acquired the protection of fordinary 1 status, 
in particular those awarded by the T^n, or given to women, 
children or the impoverished?7^

But the aspects of local spending most In need of order 
and reduction were more varied, and les^ well defineds they 
were the expenses, allowances, bonuses and commissions which 
rounded out salaries, paid for the execution of particular 
duties, for travelling, for housing, as rewards; there was 
the expenditure of official entertainment and public cetebrat- 
ionf of construction worfc and maintenance of buildings, bridges, 
roads and rivers, 2 -

It wan particularly evident from these miscellaneous
,V .lad. • . .

Items, but also from the whole area of local spending, that 
the relationship between institutions in Venice and the prov­ 
inces over the authorization and control of secondary expend­ 
iture could asstme a character of antithesis, even though the 
terraferma tegcimenti'a delegated functions were primarily to 
obey and execute decisions made in the capital. A counter­ 
weight was thus created to the apparently strong centralizing 
dynanic of Venetian administration* ; and the question of local

AiAexpenditure sofves woll to demonstrate the difference between 
legislation's and interventions proposed accumulation of powers.
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and their actual effect , interventions from Venice were in 
fact a necessary check on the absorption of competence on a 
practical level by local officials, encountering for example 
t!lG got tori f s extension of their authority over questions of 
spending properly th< competence of the cotmcils of state? 74 
But provincial officials were copied in this habit by the 
Signoria, and in general by executive authority in Venice, 
perhaps tending simply to contest and expand the limits of 
their powers, but also acting justifiably, insofar as the 
councils' reservation of the authorisation of payments served 
not only to check swollen and middled budgeting, but also to 
brake the necessary functioning of government, since such minor 
matters could not be sure to obtain their attention?75

In view of these contradictory elements, and of the 
partial nature of the documentation available, it is not 
possible to trace a precise pattern of interventions from 
Venice in the regulation of local spending, though there is 
aa ofcvious correlation - as in collection of arrears, and press­ 
ure on marginal sources of income - with the rhythin of the 
Republic f s financial needs, and the intervention of special 
officials In the Camera's affairs, AS the Turkish war of 
1463-1479 made progressively greater demands on public finance,

n ij&
the Senate had first talked of trimming local expenses, then 
imposed the de, facto discriminate on between'ordinary and less 
important secondary payments. It was left to the touring 
officials of the 1480s, and principally the Avoaadori in 1488, 
to single out the superfluous items of Padua*s local expendit­ 
ure? 78

Many of th^ items which drew the Avogadorijs attention 
were financed with the proceeds of court fines, an important 
but haphazardly administered form of revenue, not reckoned 
among the Camera's regular incomes in the assignment of najor 
spending, and variable in botli their T ield and the purposes 
to which they were applied. Some fines originated as penalties 
for late payment to the fisc, and fines* exaction followed a



similarly uneven path to that of tax arrears, with a view to 
more effective and systematic exaction, responsibility for 
fines was confided to a specially appointed scribe in 1475 r79
k • - r '•• ';. • •. •,'.'• i

but exaction of the moneys and their spending proved diffic­ 
ult to regulate, Malpractice was strongly favoured by the 
problems of exaction, since a heavy commission was due to the 
officials involved, which the Camerlenghi and perhaps also

* 281abused, and their subordinates egregiously so. 
One of the main areas of fines 1 expenditure was in fact 

on re^grds given to officials: t agile, (sums due for the appre­ 
hension of criminals, specified either by the law code or in 
individual declarations of outlaOTyj; an&, more modestly, the 
commission due for effecting quite petty arrests, including
for example for debt. There are no accounts of expenditure

**&&. on w&ich to draw for examples," but occasional letters and
the measures to reform the Camera give clear indications of 
abuse: rewards claimed before trial of the arrested, or with­ 
out regard to the verdict 5 or the* payment from the camera's 
main revenues of the commission due for arresting proven but 
insolvent debtors t them released with a pardon or terms to 
pay - aa opportunity for fruitful conrivance between arrester

p JJ *3and arrested,
The other principal use for fine moneys was to finance 

construction operations: oa the lagoon's river mouths, on 
the mdetintg of watercourses at str&, on the ae» bed of the 
Brenta, and on maintenance of the city's wallsf84 The city*s 
public buildings, both Communal and Venetaan, as well as its 
roa<3s, were at first repaired from the proceeds of the dag-io 
del carri e boccadego, a regular sisurce of Camera income^ •* 
but later came to depend on the availability of fine money,

pOXJas the priority of military spending grew more absolute. 
the results of construction projects 1 dependence on this relat­ 
ively unstable source of revenue, (probably unwillingly conceded 
ky Rot tori vhftse share of fines was thus taken from them), 
were their uncertain progress to completion, ^



The introduction of the limitation and the greater urg­ 
ency of defence spending implied, indeed practically required 
more rigid control of all these categories of secondary spend­ 
ing, in the years immediately following 1490 there was much 
talk of action to this effect, since the Camere immediately 

met with difficulty in paying the sums assigned to the army. 
But we lack evidence to suggest a major intervention of this

pOO

kind in Padua^ ° though greater discipline over secondary 
spending was again implicit in the 1494 confirmation of the 
limitation, with its restricted categories of authorised expend- 
iture*89

I

With or without a general revision, the Camera's second­ 
ary spending felt the pressure exerted by the military budget, 
In 1495 the Padua university teachers salaries had to be tied 
more firmly to different and more dependable incomes, after 
their repeated protests at lack of pay^ even the Ten's prot­ 
eges among the provisjlonati had difficulty in obtaining pay-

2 ̂ 1
nient, and the shortage of public moneys for secondary spend­ 
ing is also evident from the §j^2£ia f s use of alternative 
forms of reward. AS well as provisioni from public moneys, we 
find the provinces used to provide employment for beneneritjU

,292with their nomination as permanent officials of the dazi t " and
the system of military taxe levied on the peasants extended

293to various beneficiaries not part of the artsy co panies. At
294 the same time the granting of proyisioni was restricted;

The upheavals provoked by special officials' arresta in 
Padua at the turn of the century, and their activity in exact­ 
ion, did not extend to a general review of local spending, and 
the economies of 1502 - the chassation^et scansatipn - were 
the product of a late and quite unsensational phar>e of the 
central intervention of those years1; 95 After the disruptive 
effects of warfare and administrative purges, the decisions of 
1502 were necessary to re-affirm the priorities of the limit­ 
ation - army pay first of all, and a minimum of other, local



spending by the C&aere. They also had tlie rare merit of order­ 
ing specific savings after a detailed survey of expenditure, 
such as the Avogadorl had conducted in Padua in 148C. But the 
result was to thin 'ordinary' spending, omitting to d^al with 
the less earily accessible area of officials 1 allowances and 
expenses. And it is legitimate to suppose that the doficit in 
th^ Camera's overall spending, before but especially after 
1502 f invalidated efforts to establish limits to authorised 
local s ^ending; in a situation of competition for available 
funds between military and local spending, the officials who 
were the administrators and often the beneficiaries of t^e 
latter wer£ naturally predisposed to co-operate unwillingly 
with the Senate's program!.ing. Budgeting by central authority 
easily lent itself to interpretation as arbitrary, as for 
example in 1508, when the Senate's desire to finance the army 
exclusively with Camera moneys resulted in the decreeing of 
further reductions in local spending, not prepared - it soems -

OQ/5
by any systematic survey of how this was to be achieved^"

Though pressure to reduce the cr-mere's local spending 
certainly grew in the years before x^gnadello, it does not so m 
justifiable to view then as a period of co-ordinated accumulat­ 
ion of more precise knowledge and control of provincial fin-

' •: > ,•• -'.

ance on the part of authority in Venice* The note of ap^rox- 
imation and expediency in the senate's demands on the Camera 
was do in part to the unavoidable necessity of adapting 
resources to fluctuations in defence spending. But it is none­ 
theless difficult to reconcile with the knowledge the Senate

r

might be supposed to possess of their functioning, given the 
various forms of surveillance to which they were subject: the 
mass of correspondence passing between terraforma reg^inonti 
*&& the Signoria and Coliecio, as wll as the Ten and executive 
financial magistracies; the information to be had from touring 
officials; the regular contact between the caaere and the mag­ 
istracies in receipt of their Venetian' revenues; and of 
course the compilation and despatch of the canero.'s accounts.



4; But none of the^e channels of communication with the 
capital appears to have created more than approximate or 
dispersed knowledge of events in the provinces, or if success­ 
ful in passing information failed to inspire effective" remedial 
intervention by legislative and executive bodies acting in con­ 
cert. Part of the fault obviously lay in the multiplicity and 
division of competence among the organs which had dealings 
with the Carter ej but what may be observed of the most important 
instrument of communication, the presentation of provincial 
account*?, throws some doubt on the efficacy of the systems of 
survei 1 1 ance the-ns elves .

The provincial accounts were an indispensable point of 
departure for proper acquaintance with the Came/re's activity, 
never more so than in the twenty years before /vgnadello, when 
the limitations expressed ^reference for revenues* local dis­ 
tribution necessarily made them the wain instrument of routine

297supervision. Without the evidence of the accounts themselves, 
may only infer from other sources (indicative of the attent­

ion paid to them, but also of the variety of organs concerned)
O Oftthat some, if not all, were despatched on schedule. : But 

since the Paduan camera y s receipts and payments did not always 
observe their scheduled dates and totals, either before or 
after the prosecutions of 1498-^9, it see»ns ver^r lively that
an element of falsehood was introduced into the accounts. This

299 inference* is supported by occasional Venetian acaisation,
and the false accounting of the ?,aeho dadia exaction of 1503- 
04, with its suspicious clustering of payments, flatly contra­ 
dicted by the receipts of Pitigliano*s representative. A 
general reiteration of the provinces 1 accounting rules in 1506 
included threats against facing the closure of accounts, and
by its tone suggests that delayed receipts and coraolicity in

301 their concealment were widespread.
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II ~ (4) :_Cpncluding comments •_

The material presented in these pages does not lend 
itself easily to trenchant conclusions; administrative hist­ 
ory is by its nature a continuing and often confused stream 
of events, more often repetitive or contradictory than a-en- 
arble to neat judgements, or divisible into clear-cut phases 
of development with consistent articulation and dynamics, yet 
certain inferences emerge from the vicissitudes of the Paduan 
Canera over the half century before Agnadello, concerning the 
organisation and functioning of both the single institution 
and the whole /enetian fiscal system, tfcicJa may be expressed 
in general terfts,

In the first place it is opportune to remark on the 
relevance for the period here considered of the perceptions 
of Cessl and Stella, in particular the former, in their studies 
of Venetian state finance in the thirteenth and fourteenth,

302and later sixteenth centuries respectively ' - a fact which 
confirms the repetitive nature of the problems an 1 weaknesses 
of the Republic's financial system, as yell as the perennial 
inadequacy of the solutions attempted.

From Cossi's account it is possible to deduce t'mt 
state finance had failed to find a satisfactory organizational 
structure la the period preceding the acquisition of the main- 
la&d provinces, before confronting the considerable complicat­ 
ions resulting from its poss ssion. In a few incisive pages of 
general introduction; he refers to the *«.» pereane prccari- 
et& delle finance dello stato*, remarking that attempts at 
financial planning or economies in spending generally met with 
little success, and that the organisation of public moneys 
'*.. assai raramente trovd una stabile eel organica solusione 1 , 
in surprising contrast witn the Hepubl : c f s great economic 
wealth and political power* lie identifies the problems of Ven­ 
etian public finance as f ... 1« ".nprecisione delle attribusioni, 
I'imperfezione degli organi, il disordine d« i sistemi di con-



trollo.., • ~ factors which favoured abuse and wastage, and 
prevented clear overall vision. Fragmentary or arbitrary div­ 
ision of competence between jostling legislative and executive 
organs obstructed the way to rationalization. 
; The tone of Stella's analysis is remarkably similar. By 
the tine of the political crisis of 1SS2 the powers of the 
Ten, in finance and in other fields, had growi \vell beyond 
their later fifteenth centiypy phase to become the focus of 
constitutional controversy, but *.«. inpracisione.* in'perfez- 
ione..* disordine* still characterized much of the central 
organisation of finance. The long period of pressure on state 
finance initiated by Agnadello was characterised by innovations 
and expedients in the expansion of revenues, but not by sub­ 
stantial organizational reform.

. ,,;•'., , Summary evidence from the provinces confirms the im­ 
pression of continuity. Scattered remarks in the first recorded 
yelazioni of tgrrgfox&a city^ governors in the sixteenth cen­ 
tury reveal public finance little altered from the pro-cambrai 
system and its failings: revenues tightly tied to a programme 
o£ spending devised from on high in venicef a sometimes consid­ 
erable margin of deficit between income and assigned expend­ 
iture, and the irregularity of administrative standards, de-

104spite closer surveillance from Venice, v
i r During the fifty years of this study, the organization 

and efficiency of the Paduan camera attained no major improve­ 
ment, but regained functional within sometimes minimal limits. 
This^failure, in its various aspects, and the evidence of 
similarly characterized problems in preceding a id subsequent 
periods, attest fundamental ^akneeses in Venice f s handling pf 
public finance.

it can be claimed that the senate's institution of the 
limitation in 1490 , together with its subsequent renewals and 
the direction taken by the Ten*s interventions in finance, br- 

, ought more certain attribution of authority in planning, and a 
stable programme and priorities to the spending of terraforna



income?. But the detailed elaboration of demand! on the prov­ 
inces' fiscal resources continued to take more account of the 
cost of the army than of the Camera's means, neither flexible 
nor wholly under the control of central government, ?fce gap 
between assigned military spending and the funds available for 
it was confirmed by the advent of the Italian ^ars, a? the 
Senate persisted in seeking to finance the arnry from the 
asainland alone, without adding to the eagere * s staple sources 
of revenue,

with military spending liable to fluctuations, tending 
always to rise, the result was to expose provincial finance to 
the disruptive effects of budgetary imbalance, already evident 
as a. result of warfare in the 1470s, and in the 1480s of some 
degree of contraction in public incomes. Shortage of funds in 
these two decades had necesritated first the suspension and 
rotation of payments due, then variations in the channelling 
of provincial revenues, harmful to the stability necessary ..

. '..t: - -

for the Canerefs optimum functioning, which also rocjuirod the 
direct stimulus of its creditors 1 pressure. 

••-*•**;••; The oscillation of the Paduan Camera's effective budget 
between approximate balance and clear deficit was both symptom 
and cause of its limited efficiency. The formal causes of its 
uncertain solvency were the delays and deficiencies of enaction, 
and poor administrative practice within the caggga, interacting 
with the gradual escalation of the Senate's demands. But isi 
a more general reading, it was a result of the failure to 
develop the proper co-arc!J nation of provincial fiscal structures 
and their efficiency of operation within a comprehensive over­ 
all scheme of financial organisation.

The reason for this lay in the nature, and failings, of 
the Venetian statfc structure, in the polyvalenc; of powers 
and plurality of its central organs, in their unmapped and 
often overlapping attribution of competence, in the casual 
evolution of institutions and their spheres of influence. The 
financial system lacked the necessary co-ordination betveen



legislative and executive authority, a* it did a balanced 
and clear division of work between them; it cculd therefore 
not achieve the clarity of vision and the constancy of policy 
and -resolve vith which to organize and exploit provincial 
finance to its full potential. Though continually increasing 
in intensity, direction of the Camera «s affairs from Venice 
was often t;«e product of single initiative*, approxi- ate in 
its appreciation of problems, and inconsistent or irregular 
in its application. -. ' • •• • 
/'••' It is therefore no surprise th?»t remedial action tended 
to attack the symptoms rather than the roots of ^alfunction- 
isig* investigation demonstrated the damaging effects of poor 
administrative practice, and dishonesty. It va.^- tmtteniably an 
area of weakness: homogeneous adninlstra.ti.ve standards and 
punctilious practice were a distant goal. But it is to be 
doubter Aether the causal linl* between the camera's* uncertain 
solvency and the failings of administrative practice was prop-* 
erly appreciated; nor TCS there any question of nvitching th« 
financing of administration from marginal profits and bonuses^ 
intended t® stimulate seal and preserve intact the suns raised 
6s tax, though the cost in peculation certainly exceeded any 
hypothetical level of salaries.
.. ' -AS far as defence spending wis concerned, the main pro­ 
gress discernible in the half century of this study was not 
in the quantity or tining of the capered payments to the 
arnyf but in the authoritative certral direction ol resdurces 
undertaken tsy the Ten, vith their accuftulatioa and deployment 
of reserve funds. These, together with the Venetian banks* 
.credit, provided a aeces -ary margin of flexibill.tr/, to corn- • 
plement the rigid programming of the Ca-nere's cKpenditure 
e? ?:ablislied by the limltatiosu The strategy of defence spend-': 
ing had to be adapted, at least in part, to the camore f s limits.

while the role assumed by the Ten vas an ?mdoubted 
constitutional innovation, bringina much needed foresight and 
co-ordination to tue deployment of funds, no such evolution



tool; piece to strengthen and unite the links of information 
and comnand botr/een capital end provinces. The dubious *<->al- 
isn of budgeting by the Senate, and the irregular rhythm and 
approach of its attention to the Canere*s affairs, are largely 
attributable to the lack of a single executive authority with 
the power to intervene comprehensively in the r>povlncial 
BKchaouers' affairs, with the full support of the legislature 
for itr, recomr.ryadatiotts and frecment consultative contact 
\yith the Colle^io, Wo single financial magistracy connected 
with the terrafarna achieved a position of outstanding import­ 
ance, though the* jfrowedi tori L soprani e camere had considerable 
prestige in career terms, and on a practical level t/ere respons­ 
ible for aone of the Senate's iaiatives concerning the camera 
and arny payi 5 nut it continued to be the Collegia iyhich 
actei most commonly as the instrument of instruction, solicit­ 
ation or inquiry addressed to the canere* Contrary to practice 
in certain other fields, there is no indication tbat any of 
,the financial magistracies dealing with the Gamere were hab- 
.itually called to consult together wit'i the Colleaio, while 
the very br*ad field of surveillance confided within the Coll-.'•'£•

agio to the ^avj-o^C^siOT certainly did not permit specialized 
attention to the terrafernia
•••••:• Adtainistrative links with the Qamere might hava gained 
cohesion and strength if the activity of touring officials 
had taken more permanent constitutional form, or developed 
more specifically tinder the aegis of one of the existing fin* 
ancial offices. But in spite of tiie frequency and importance 
of their activity in the Carnere, tlieir constitutional position 
remained irregular, and the effects of tbeir action were seldom 
of long duration. Their worlc was also prone to defects: the 
ecst of their intervention?07 tbdir motivation by profit?0 
and the insidious effects of t'^eir presence on the permanent
structures cf adninistration'i 09 vith the mingling in their

"^10
cojnrrissions of more functions than va* w?.se or practicable;

failings did not par^ unncticed, anc! there arc signs tl^at
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their activity might meet with hostility in the provinces, 
and indifference or criticism in the capital? 11 Denied perm­ 
anent institutional statms, irregularly resurrected in its 
imperfect state with varying attributions of competence, the 
financial inspectorate for the canere lodged insecurely be­ 
tween specifically financial magistracies, (in particular the 
Proweditori sopra le ,. Gamere, often despatched as inspectors), 
and the vaster but less specific tutelage of the public inter­ 
est entrusted to the Ayo$adori,

SSessi's * imprecision of attributions, imperfection of 
organs and disorder of systems of supervision 1 WGPQ probably 
at their most evident in relations between Venice and the Cam- 
ereftkey obstructed the solution of problems in the pauuan 
exchequer's functioning, so that it responded weakly to the 
pres uro of an escalating military budget, and proved racist*- 
ant to attempts at refo»»ra» Control at a distance had its limits, 
and functioned within a ssries of conditions vhic^ decisions 
in Venice had in practice to respects first the necessity for 
stability in the destination, priority and point of distrib­ 
ution of the Camera's payments; second the correlation between 
yields and the pressure which credit or •• exerted on the earner a» 
a circumstance favourable to abuse in its administrative preic- 
tice, but more efficient than the central draughting of reven- 
ues; and third a constant factor of loss between the gross 
potential revenues of the Gartera f-nd the sums reaching first 
priority public expenditure, which was swallowed by costs of 
administration, or -^in the case of marginal revenues - per­ 
haps never levied* Reform was more often suggested than exec­ 
uted, and in practice the only wajr to obtain a significant 
increase in incomes was to create additional sources of revenue, 
a step Venice was unwilling to take. If full fiscal exploitat­ 
ion of the mainland appears slow to develop, it was viue in no 
snail measure to the organisational weaknesses of the Repub­ 
lic's financial system, perhaps nore of a brake than political 
caution or scruple, ^ in <*<***»** & ** ^f



III I .....TUB PTSTR.imJTI ASSB MBWT A roXACTIOK.. OF.

The preceding pages have served to present the paduan 
Camera f iscale in the guise of a Venetian institution, its 
activity perhaps poorly co-ordinated with the capital, but 
part of the political and administrative structure and trad­ 
itions of the Venetian state, and reflecting - albeit con­ 
fusedly - the directives of the republic's councils and mag­ 
istracies, and the fluctuations and pressures of foreign 
relations and economic activity* But the mainland exchequers 
were also the meeting point between these majo* determining 
influences of public finance, and the political, social and 
economic environment of the ^grrafaroa provinces - and 
little has so far bet* stiteA aUoIr the specifically Faduan con­
text*

Yet it was in t"?is local environment, its balance of 
forces radically altered by the province*s passage from 
Carrarese to Vetetian rule, and through the f arras, sharing, 
assessment and exaction of tax, that the division of powers 
instituted by the Venetian regime received practical effect
in Padua. The 'startling political changes* wrought in the

1 IP state by public finance " were naturally nsore visible in
the capital, through the focus sing in Venice of the powers 
of political decision, of thp organs of government and their
evolution, of control and in^at've in economic activity; they 
were less apparent in their distant and dispersed reverberat­ 
ions though the mainland .provinces. But it van precisely in 
the application, elaboration and gradual transformation of 
the political settlement between the l^^orta and the ^.a ill- 
land cities that the tensions of Venetian public finance vere 
manifest in tho terra foraa in the fifteenth century. The pre­ 
ceding centuries* evolution of social grouping?-, of political 
and economic balance, ha<* found expression in fi cal terns; 
the future of the«;e relationships, and the degree of autonom­ 
ous fiscal organisation to emerge fron the gignoria's initial



promise*f depended on the direction taken by Venetian admin­ 
istration of public revenues*

- It proved veil within the limits of feasibility that 

the ^eptjblic's initial and repeatedly declared policy towards 

the provinces and their political classes of conservatism and 

respect for established custom, could be undermined in prac­ 

tice by the gradual capillary penetration of administration 

from the capital, or more overtly reviewed as a result of de­ 

clared dissatisfaction with the provinces 1 discharge of their 

autonomous fiscal functions* neither tho responsibility for 

as^esHtent and exaction of direct tax, nor the overall divis­ 

ion of taxes to favour city over countryside, could be consid­ 

ered immutable if inefficiency in the first, or economic de­ 

pletion resulting frora the second, threatened to r>ose a last­ 

ing hindrance to Venice's exploitation of its fiscal resources t

Another point of major importance in fiscal relations 

between Venice and Padua was the way in which the tax systems 

of capital and province were integrated - in the areas of 

competence and control of the indirect tax networks of the one 

and the other, in the relative position of paduans and Venet­ 

ians with respect to taxes levied in the province. Here, quest­ 

ions of parity or favour between the Republic's citis&ons and 

its mainland subjects arose! and there is?@re economic choices 

in the patterns of movement established for foodstuffs and 

manufactured produce within the Venetian state, through the 

relative favour accorded to this producer or conveyor, or 

that centre of consumption or distribution - matters, again, 

with considerable influence on the political and economic 

balance within the province, as well as between province and

capital.
The preceding sections 1 analysis, with its passing 

references to tbe problems of exaction, and its tabulation 

of tax revenues, introduced the division of competence be­ 

tween Venetian and paduait authority over taxation, and sot 

a rough calendar of events. To resuno, it should first be



rememberer that the greater part of the paduan camera's reg­ 
ular incomes (nearly seventy per cent) derived from indirect 

taxation; over this the Comune had n& competence v since its 

collection was given out to contract by the city's Venetian 

authorities. A high proportion of the dasi were levied in or 

near the cityf since it was the city that consumed, processed 

and distributed economic products with usuch greater relative 
intensity than the t©rritoriot though totalling pA^sW^fve 

per' cent fcf the entire population of the province?13

Direct taxation - the dadia^ _dolle..la_ngg .*• made a lesser 

contribution to, the fisc, its assessment was based on an 

intermittently renewed g£tjLmo, which served to divide among 

the contributors the sums fixed by a standing division of the 

tax between city, territorio and clergy. Assessment and admin­ 

istration of the clergy f s share remained separate, but it was 
the city Council that was responsible for the preparation of 

and the exaction of dadie from Padup and the

while dazi contractors w&re by no &0ans exemplary in the 

ularity of their payments to tfce eager a t the responsibility 

was their own, whereas arrears in dadig exaction wa^e the 
liability - through the commune f s exactor - of the city coun­ 

cil I pressure from Venice was therefore a ready cause of 

attrition* Further occasion for deterioration of relations, 

even confrontation * was provide*! by Venice* s attempts to 

impose increased or extraordinary taxation, since the council 

feared the institution of new standing tax0s f amd made much 

of the existing fiscal load - its members belonged to the 
wealthy minority with siseable ostimo assessments, usually 

based on landed wealth whose produce also ran the gamut of 

the city gasU*
« U The overall demands on Venetian fiscal resources rose 

in periods of pressure, and in the long terra were inclined to 

grow permanently greater, luidad by th© general principle of 

conservatism, and no doubt discouraged by the reaction to 

extraordinary taxation, the sjLgnoria preferred in the later



century to seek improved efficiency and yields in 
existing forms* of revenue , especially in the punctuality of 

exaction; in the friction which developed a? a result* Padua*s 
autonomous organisation of the dadie was explicitly put in 

question, tfith Venice*s current nilitary com ander in chief 

regularly aiaong the Camera * s payees, and Padua anyway subject 

to more intense administrative surveillance by reason of its 

proximity to the capital , circumstances combined to favour 
confrontation.

Venetian intervention in the Camera was the

sign of dissatisfaction with exaction, when it stood between 

the demands of central authority and the inefficiency through 

loss and delay of local mechanisms of collection. Articulat­ 

ion wr<s then revealed as weak, between capital and r>rQVinces t 

between Venetian and Paduan institutions; conditions of urg­ 

ency in Venice were not necessarily reflected in the speed 
and completeness of exaction. The presence of special Venet­ 

ian officials was a palliative in administrative terms, since 

no clear trend of improvement may be detected in the ordinary 

standards of the Camera's receipts,
Th© intensity of Venetian intervention was therefore 

also a rang?" barometer of relations between the signoria and 

the Paduan Council over tax, Repeated interference in the 

1480s, and experiment its the methods and organisation of prov­ 

incial fiscal organization* coincided with a period of deter­ 

iorating relations over a variety of fiscal issues* Despite 

Venetian pressure, and administrative steps towards reforo, 

the effective yield of direct tax through the 14 "K»s remained 

unsatisfactory, Venetian impatience finally took drastic fora 

at the turn of the century, under the stimulus of grave fin­ 

ancial crisis, and frof- then right thffotgfc to 1500 relations 

between the sigmoria and padua over tax alternated through 

phas s of greater and lesser mutual discontent, (fed by the 

incidence of extraordinary taxation at the time of the TurfOsh



The observations in Section IT merely notec? the fre­ 

quent failures of exaction, in punctuality and completeness, 

as a problem which evaded solution by authority in Venice* 

and va- compounded by the faulty administration of officials 

i* the Paduan Camera. The next step in analysis is to ascer­ 

tain the causes of failure, and an immediate answer lies in 

examination of the mechanisms of exaction. This, by and large, 

was the level at which Venetian investigation and attonpts 

at regulation or reforn were conducted, without resulting in 

any significant improvement in results, though they favoured 

the passage of functions in exaction to pemanent officials 

of Venetian appointment in Padua, as well as the extraordinary 

intervention of touring officials,
But these were in a se^se formal aspects of the problem, 

The underlying causes, where direct tax was concerned, were 

simply that those who could afford to pay taxes often did so 

with reluctance - mainly the richer citisens of Padua; and 

those who were as esi;ed most heavily IB proportion to their 

means - mainly the inhabitants of the territorio - irere some­ 

times scarcely able to pay: and the attitude of both to tax­ 

ation ^as infected by the bitter contrasts of long standing 

between city and territorio, in whicii the latter struggled 

(with poor success) to repudiate the economic, Juridical, 

administrative and fiscal domination of the former* The t&~ 

calcitrance or evasion of the veal thy, faced with fiscal ob­ 

ligation-, was closely connected with the distribution of tax* 

wealthy citizens' propensity for evasion in declaration or 

reluctance in payment, and their determination to heap the 

maxirato of fiscal obligations on the tgrritorio, were aspects 

of one and the sane attitude*
That there was fiscal imbalance between city and ter it-

'1 '•*. '. --""' •* ••inn —— -

' orio cannot be doubted, despite Padua's apparently ample share
(•'•:••£. •• ., '. y '<;'••:

of taxation* rt was visible in the distribution of the dadie. 

which the Pad^jvano paid at a higher percentage of taxed

ttian the city?14 it was strikingly evident in the weight
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of the military obligations laid exclusively OB the territ-'? i *» """" "* """" 
Sgiot and it va^ equally clear from the system of corv^es

to which the Padovano's inhabitants vere subject, retiring 

them to maintain the province's rteds and waterways without 

contribution from tht city. The relative concentration 

h0 £**?-* in or ardund the city was a sign of its greater 

economic wealth• The paucity of activities or pr -ducts tax­ 

able by the dassi applied in the city was compensated by the 

imposition on the territorio of a dazio on carts and millingf 

in effect a direct tax vith a stable total nearly as great 

as Its share of the dadle, ba<?ed on property - the possession 

of carts - and head count ~ the milling element, more often 

called boccadegot was levied at a fixed nonthly rate per 

person}*^ i^urtherraore, while the city's administrative esc- 

peases could for the most part be found from marginal profits 

on the levying of the dadie at their ordinary rate, the vill­ 

ages had to look ©1 severe to finance their internal admin­ 

istration, to meet the escpensm of of icial^ despatched from 

the city, and to pay for representation before the organs of 

government an~4 courts of Padua and Venice,

-' ;., The fable on page '5^ , though in many respects incomplete,; 

sets out suisnary information of the relative contributions of 

Padua, the Padovan© and their clergy to various forms of

taxation. It is based on the padnan Camera * r. accounts of 1533i\\*j 
for information on the jjaait' and on the telaaion© of the

of the Paduan podest^ of 1349 ~ ^iiicb may be consider©':! an
4MMMMMpMM«u»'--<-»^4p4W*

impartial source - for information concerning the extra oblig-
^IP, 

atioas on the tgprltwiQ« ' It offers no data on Venetians'

share of tax, impossible to separate clearly from the various 

categories listed, and in any caf^e requiring integration with

information from the Venetian decide records - an enormous—. «-.
task wfaich the prosent study has excluded* 

,, , , Th€ resulting totals show the padovano marginally more 

heavily taxed tton the city, a difTerence which is reversed 

if the clergy and city are grouped a* one. So, rather t'^an



TAB3UB VI, Jfcpproximate Division of_Taxation
incg o£ Padua in^the...garly.:..^ixtegnth.^Centur^,

1) Indirect Taxation* a) ordinary dagj •
daaio dei carrl e boccadego

City (ducats p»a»)
a) 32,593/12
l> i •». ••»••»
C> 1,100

12,796/^4 
6,451/15 
1,800

'not separable)

100

Total

3,000

t) Direct Taxation due t© the Venetian Camera Fiscalei
,...,,.. , a) dadia^delle .

b) clergy
c) vicar la tes* tax

b) 
C)

8^858/20/29

uncertain,
but minimal

4/20 3,447A3/30
about 3,500

Total

3,500

3) Direct taxation not due to the Venetian canera fiscal©;
-.'• -;,,r ,,.,,' ' . a) militar^^ obligations ' "-^ •' ' b)

City (ducats
£| } mn»m» 

b) ~"»

c) foo

c) expenses of admipistration

OVKHAI,?,

padoyano
5,000
Jt4&3/20/29
7,211/14/23

City (ducats p.a.)
42,852/8/29 45,017/11/8

Clergy

7,047/13/30

Total

3,483/20/29 
7,511/14/23

94, ^17/10/3

punishing the city, the distribution of the fiscal burden

appears reasonably favourable to it, if we raafee even minimal 

allowance for its greater wealth* But coiapomsatioa lias to be 

made for facts concealed by the figures. T&e dasi levied ia 

the territorio ware not United to the sums raise^i by the coa- 

ctssioa of dagi rights,in tlie various distrotti - criterion 

of division used in t&@ Table - 1?ut ec©r>sarily included a 

contribution to certain 'city 1 da§i, for example the w ne 

tax (valued in 1531 at D, 6 fs»5 A^> whose jurisdiction ex­ 

tended to all the province's hostelries, or the cloth stanp 

tax (worth D. 967 A® i» 1333) sono of lyhich was passed on to



buyers in the tgrritQrip» Allowance has to be nadef in other 
words, for an unknown proportion of the taxes on manufacture 
or transit concerning merchandise or produce used or carried 
outside the city, vftcm - irrespective of whether the carrier 
or manufacturer was paduan - the gazio was passed on to the 
buyer in the price, irnder the third heading, the padovaMs 
figures require expansion, since they take no account of the 
considerable personal element of corv&es and military dues, 
(nor do they reflect the intermittent inflation of the milit­ 
ary element in periods of warfare or alarm)* The relation 
between the shares of city and tggpitorio. was therefore, in 
various ways, more favourable to the city than the Table sug­ 
gests.

Fifteenth century evidence is unfortunately scarce, but 
administrative references confirm the substantial truth of 

the 1540 account of the terrltorio f s taxes - a 1447 ruling 
by the city*s degutati ad utilia lists them in detail?56 For

<M«HMaallrtl L illHir^ammiMH an- -> - <«Mt»«u ••»*>-; ,*MUMM*« «Mt» w * ^w

the accounts of a rural co^*ixne f it is accessary to consult 
those of tregnago» in the Veronese* records for the first 
decade of th© sixteenth century show ordinary dadi© flanked 
by the cost of oorv^es in the Veronese, as well as writ on 
the new bed of the river %©nta in the Fadovano; there are 
the salaries of militia and pioneers, and tax© cU cavallii 
and representation in Va:roita f with legal expenses and the 
redemption of property seised for tax debt, swallowed as much

1J>7as a quarter of the total spent*"'
what is moro difficult is to relate tho data of fiscal 

obligations to population smd wealth* evidence will be off* 
er0cl to suggest a fross disproportion in the distribution of 
wealth between city and territorio, so that a division ar»r»a*~ 
e»tly favourable to the latter in sole terms of population is 

in fact little short of crushing in its weight on the Padov- 
ano, padua f $ success in retaining control or influence over 
th.e sharing, ass ssraent and exaction of direct tax was there­ 
fore one of the instruments of fiscal tyranny, tt war, part ot



an economic pattern of dominance ftmdarnefital to the "territ­ 
orial state* of Renaissance Italy, thereby ownership of land 
and the bulk of the profits from its cultivation belonged to 
city dwellers, o*<Lc^kn the tillers of the land wire bound by
debts to its owners; gracba I ly peasant owners were dispossessed

by the passage of property to citizens (replacing the
to tiio city of rich distretniali seeking citizenship),

by the eomrrunal property of rural towns and villages suffered

diminution through alienation or absorption, 50 H\at the
peasants 1 subsistence became a serious administrative prob~

Writing over a century ago t the dominant figure of
Paduan historiography, Andrea Gloria, reproached Venice 

for *.». I'erroneo principle di voler favorire i cltiadlnl 
in confronto dei viliicl«*3S9 But the political, social and 
economic dominance of the city - and within tte city of its 
landowning nobility - depended oa fiscal privilege, and the 
need for its defence was keoaly appreciated. The Council 
expressed it in the solermest terma of its vocabulary in 1482,

at the suggestion that the city contribute with 

^erritorio to pay the province's militia »*., quod offead- 
ere vidatur honorem huius civitatis ipsam equando district-
ualibas.*130

It need hardly be stated that the various aspects ofc, it, &*d. \wJv**~
fiscal relations betw^n^w^re a recurrent theme of dispute 
In later fifteenth century Padua* The outcpus® of the arguments 
fcas been anticipated by the sixteenth century evidence cited, 
but 3adua f s advantage ov^r the tcarrltorlQ during the period of 
this study was never so secure as to exclude the protects and 
demands for change of its inhabitants, and thoiy invocation of 

Venetian authority - an arbiter potentially dangerous to the 

city,
The survival of several pages of polenlc on taxation, 

addressed to the sign ria to defend Verona against tiie com-



-plaints of Its territorio in 1473 • affords clear evidence 

of a parallel situation in one of Fadua»f neighbouring prov­ 

inces, and provides a forceful though one-sided view of the 

various points in contention* It emphasizes the concentration

of <fe*si arotind the city, and their consciences on prtcer, of 

food and other basic necessities, less convincingly, it attrib­ 

utes to the peasants two thirds share of the crops they grew 

foas eiti&em lando-smers, paints wealth in their numbers and Ind­ 

ividual fortunes v imagines their habitat as a source of virtual­ 

ly free sustenance and their communal property enough to mo^t 

most or all of their fiscal obligations* Rich country-dwellers' 

passage to the city is minimised^ perhaps truthfully, bat 

supposed imbalance between city and terri jltorio in tax shares 

is met with the answer that more property passed from citizens 

to peasants than vice-versa** But ggtjlgi transfers are implicitly 

admitted and defended by the assertion t-at citizens* expenses 

of transport and dagio In transferring their crops to the city 

made rtxral taxation rater prohibitive and unjust for them* Two 

requests earc refuted, as revolutionary, even the worlc of dis­ 

loyal agitators * a general egtjbno to revise the tax shar£- of 

city and t^r,|trgp,io» and the* restrietiom to the cit>yof the 

1475 subsidy3 '^ In view of the t^ritoivlo f s contribution through 

military obligations to the 4ftf«Rce of rriulit
The theraes of this controversy wore perennial ones t not

.'!''•• ' ' .'."'''

amenable to re*?oltation, their details ^©rhaps important only 

la an immediate context ** but the points at dispute, and the 

fervour of arginrimt (both aiaply echoed 1« Padua) 9 s<2rve to 

identify tlie dominant tensions in the political life of the

s f and leave no doubt over the tone of relations be-
'..*•?. -
city and eattntir/side. 

'" TO focus OB this aspect t in introducing the division, 

as-essraent and enaction of tax, is to osphasize its very groat 

importance, other issues and other tensions vill naturally 

esierge as discus ion develops? the status and contribution of 

Venetian taxpayers! and the relationship between t: e Venetian



and Paduan fiscal systems* are two matters already mentioned* 
And others vlll arise t the administrative difficulties of 
organising estiigit titles to exemption; fiscal evasion* arrears
and forced exaction the areas &n<! forms of veaetiaa iaterf ess­ 
ence* •., ••• •• - .• ''"' • • . •• . . - •
,;&i*: : since the preceding section lias set an outline' chron­ 
ology of events, discussion in this section is articulated 
anxwi&d themes* first indirect taxation? then the division 
and assev.&emt of the <g§diej, the autooofflous expenditure of 
the paduaa con^a^t &**d the various aspects of the rural 
eorcnunes* spending and further fiscal obligations? direct 
tax paid fey Venetians and. clergy} and the exaction of direct
tax from city and Fadovamo*

.-..•. .1 •• 
~ (l) >

r '-'&-: '--" indirect taxation was the most important soxirce of
public income in 'both Venice and the provinces, as it was

«i *i *» 
in Florence too; Saving future providential discoveries*
the dearth of administrative documents comcerniEg tfce fiscal 
regime of Padua lii the carrarese period prevents a. detailed 
comparison of tiie fifteenth century dasi with t^eir predecess­ 
ors. But tfce explicitly coftservative character of the Venetian 
regl'Ste over tlie forras and rates of ladirc-ct taxation dimla- 
islies the importance of tills losr»2^
ti -;, fhe dagl»s yield was dependent OB the economic function 
of the city im the province -* sotae 70% of the revenues of 
ordlnarv daeJt caae frm taxes levied exclusively in radua,

1*£
or at least concer- trated there* niven the strongly agricult* 
wral character of the province f s econony, and the minor con­ 
tributions of manufacture and commerce t Padua f s princi|>al
dj3g,i were levied on tl'-e sale, processing and transit of food­ 
stuffs. The general da»io on j^camda Is the excc!ptionf beside 
those on wijae f willing t meat snd traffic at the city gates ,

if* "iJ|C
(and the profits of the salt no|topoly). Transit was generally



to novewent within the province, since tr<c roadr, and 

rivers of ttie Padovano were of United importance ia Venice's 

network of trade-routes vith guvope and the rest of Italy. 

The aut --'non-mi r> pant of each of the Venetian provinces had 

created patterns of economic distribution protected by 

aiAjd. tariffs, fcnfefcoOTablo to the export of basAc cora 

Ies 9 and Venice ; reserved these aroaii of self -sufficiency, 

together with the local B&3&; oad diaracteristics of indirect 

taxation, the exception stad<* to legislation restricting the 

flour of basic coKtiioditier. waf^Che city o£ Vcmice itself , vtiich

y bocane for the \#iole tr.arern5 state «fcat oach of

the cities was in its own provitte©f central cl©inring house 

and important centre of coasuiaptiott^^
As a consecvumice the econi^siic i>roduct of the tcrrafcrma 

not only the source of indirect taxation levied in tlie

d cities, but also an important ele^>ent In the Venetian 

city ^§£i* ^co&omlc involvori©nt In the tgrrafor--a. already

er-tabli-'hodt ?/«IB r»ti^t;latai1 towards faster gxvayth of in~ 

and traffic by the Pact of conquest, visible in the 

dasi taKing tlie ccononic linfcs between capital and provinces,

The passage of goods from or tbrott^h the tcgrg£c^t?>g state for*i "ift 
shipment f^^m Venice increased', ' yhile tcrraferr^. agriculture

con tribute a najor portion of the n, 100,000 or so p,a, of 

tiie city f s wine and meat daai, aprsKHdLH»t:«*y forty par oect of 

the total asio revenue 9 at the end of the fifteenth century i

In contrast vith the drastic Fal"r in Plorenca'c indiroct tax 
yields at the end of t'oe f iftoonth centur>% tito ga%l returns of 

Venice and the terraferiia , dependent on miite different econooic 

circiwtstanc^n, weathered successive crises in tlio life of the 

state to fora the basis of the fiepublic's sixteenth r-antury
m. ^40of r6V0B,Tio«

dazi rates in fifteenth centurjr ratlua appear to 

have romrlned sbxbl^ the city milling tax was lovled at 

two soldi per sta.io of v/iieat f for v^;a.,pio - and alight vartat-



ions ir. yield reflected tfce value at cwctioa of the tax s t 
given out to contract ?t prices vMch depended on t^o coia- 

petition anong entrepreneurs » and 1.n ^one-mi on current ec­ 

onomic ciraio3taase$, The city dagi ^ore suctioned iaciirUh 

tjolly, *Mlc thosft In the fadovauo TOTO divided into territor­ 

ial parcels, corresponding to the Admiai&tratlvo dl9trettl»41 

In contract yith Florence, the farming of texe*. was pre­ 

ferred to t^eir direct administration by the state? it was 

only in loter centuries that failing entrepreneurial initiat^ 

ive and difficulties of or«ranisr.tion Fcrco4 t*ie caiaere to ass* 

complete r«-^no»sibility2^5
;i trere le^pe-- 1 for ni*riods of oae OT ttro years,

vitb a viev to frer-heBito competition•*• -

if p**dua re^e?rbled ¥eniee the number of 
•• ceutlon T/a^ exercised in t^e acceptance of contractors t

personal !ne«as ^nd <Sapeadable ^.araiitorc ^erc T,©cer.::ar>r con­ 

ditions, and .mvtbority im Venice demanded to l»e imficwwMSd of 

the prices, contractors am«! sureties of auctioned

tims intervening ^ n *^-e iT5terc-tts of financial profit or 
secority to alter the contracts settled by the ggttggit or 
to dieclc their gusrantcer^^4

. fron t^.e other-' t in the independence
tfc«ir org&iiicatioa and in their assessment and collection, 

in which they resembled direct texee. The first van the state 
salt monopoly, re^onsibility of the PTOW^ditori nl. :?al» who

* ** T •* ^W(Wl»,^||(B(i(lia<*».«!»r^wlB**<*B*»»*r'^*'l'l>W**'**'W*ll*ii»*^^"B"WP*

tha tgf^gfcr^n <nreryyear to auction t^ T^rovinces f oalt 

paid to <r*.".ction offices in each province?4^ salt va.9 
supplied froa the state salt ^ns f at a price var-'in<r fi»on 

provinro to province ** ^rnbably in r^^nonsc to cliff 0reat costs 

of traps port]46 the declaration of nouths and pajm-i^nt for salt 

were obligatory;47 :-inco salt rovenue? we one of tb.o stand-
%4$

bys of -'-^ence spending, or the wr.deaniflpitiag of loanr/,'" the 
dasier ware subject to particularly impatient da.iands if they

n j»
fell behind vitSi their paywentF. f ^ ai«.d the cmUrol of

ing cane under the supervision of the council of Ten*
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P duan city Council w«*& m> nore than spectator"!
The second dagio substantially different fron the othersUUl" "^ o

was the ?adovaao f s j<igioJtei_^^i_,j&..caefT» rt was

found in the neighbouring province of S&vigo, s/hare it had 

been part of the fiscal system of tl:o d'nste state of Ferraraj 

but no other Venetian province had anything ecuivalent, It ^as f 

to quote Tagliaferri, *».» un do'^io testatico che««, tartassa 

i ftmtadimi pad4vaai«258 To all intents and puraos&t a direct 

tax, it inflicted a hypothetical milling tax on tii© torritorio» 

(a scarce consuse^ of vlieat* due to citizen lando^Mars) t 

was dividad ar-tony tHe dl3rtrgt_:jL iis f iaod sharer* scnctioiiod 

tbe paOuan ^ettorip^ it was mt auctioned, but levied at a 

stable total of !*. 4Q 9ooo p»a» by citiscn e^nctors chosen 

entetives of tho distretti; thia coaco:'slon t renewed- -•• -in- iiir •imuiiT •-- iriirn •• * *

trs» years, had Men made by the gig^ogia in l'i^-^ when 

had protested at t!ia damage aad arrtorsiom v

by contractors ~jko took the tax at auction. •' A coalition 

this greet va«*» that tfe* d|^tretti gave sureties for the 

paynemti and some play^i a part in its exaction, t>cugh the 

•in res possibility appears to have beea the principal citis«ra
K «M ».

ewactor's';^^ with all t?ia other cbardct&ristitts of a direct

tax, th.e cfggio • lei,, ,,car:r'i ....o^^x^ccavlc.gp also accumulate'! arrears, 

especially 'because Iwied £»o!« coatributoys with little ^©ams
"91 S^

or win to pay*
flJ'' friction over tH« shortconi^fts of direct tax

?! Had all tl-e impodbta^co of a political isrrae, simce

the ^aduan ComiiaMifi's pcnwsps ©lh fiscal witoswry j^ure at sta1c<a t
^(ro 

in IfcJiO collection of indirect tax >vere^a recurrent

*/e theme, Th^ occasions for delw should have 

» t^an ih direct tax exaction: jagtc (sxr.ctors

to cw»pl«te their cycle of levying and t>^ynent year* in arrears, 

-^MTIIII wa.»y of tho d&gi w«Pt by tfe«ir Vrarvr nattxpe innediate 

payrnents (for exasupla on foods Mtering th<» city), c*nd the

im any case forbiddea to damaad retrospective pay- 

Unexpected adverse conditions coxild be rospoasiblo for



1 *?-

difficulties, (and were the usual form of excuse); but the 
risk was the con tractor *$ :!^

la theory, at least, contractors defaulting in the pay- 

momts stipulated by their capitula wera subject to the con*

fiscation and sale of their assets, and the same fate was re-

served for their guarantors* But ttie indications are that this
Vv° 

was^selclora resorted to - dasieri might formally request terms

for payment from authority in Venice, or raore simply 'proceed 

on tiie 'basis of understanding reached with the gamerlenghi or 

their officials* The consequences 9 as ye saw in i-octiom IT, 

were direct dealings between dagxeri and creditors of vtbe state, 

usually soldiers, vhicii were dazaagiag both t& the creditors 

and to the Cainoga's contr *1 ovei* public laoneys;^ instructions 

sent iVom Venice in a uucale of 14 7% showed that the Sicfnoria 

had ao illusions over the causes of late and partial payment, 

which arose *«,* par incuriara et per inadvertentia-n vel forte 

verius per modicara fiden et car ita tan ergo B,OS illorum (the ; 

da idler. 1) cjui nullo procetiante merito suo sad &z proprla nostra 

beniguitate a nobis facilitates et vivendi laodum honor if icun

* Tiie ettori. vere iastjnacted- to check sureties person­

ally, amd levy without scruple » *..* HOB habeatis D;IUS fidei 
scribis istius caraore rfuaia ipsi per suam improbiizatoRt vel 
ignorant iara siv0rp<sr utr^aicfue mereantur***. wraimn cognoscotis

"*f>0
aMicum vel benivolum**"'

But ttie probl«a» remained -unresolved, despite ilrequent 

orders aad adiaiaistrative Interventions over the following 

years1>r51 The rerur»s of 1484 am! 14B& included attempts to 

catch up vitli old daaio debts f and to tighten the system of 

sureties?**"0 !5ut despite touring ofricials* continuing atte tion

to ^^ 2^SS§*S dealings vith daaieri, -Ke r acuperation of
^ft*j 

arrears, and tlu 1 a/tvo^ of central sur-vcillance, in 1505 the

Senate lamentevl the debto of tae Paduam contractors one! tieir 

guarantors, accumulated *,«. per esser sta ascosi ot occultadl 

i lor beni et crediti', and offered a reward to anyone revealing 

their hidden assets^64



*» '.; The form taken by the intervention of central author- 
it./ was »ot accQSSi-ai'iiy favourable to ol^icidnt exaction

i. in debt ~ ti* participation of the :rovvec!itori

!<£... Cg ;grg was a mixed blessing.'1*- co&fcractors and their 

guarantors »r*3 often protected, by legal ties on their property, 

or coul£ contest tiie pvecftdence or sharing of punitive exact- 

lorn against tiie various person liable* Multiple legal pre~ 

te*ti were matched by the variety and uncertain limits of 

competent jurisdictions j the appeal courts w^ro eiie:E» ready, 

Am estreae case wasi tlie 1471 ?aduaa vino da^ios in 1-lSl the

Instrructocl to realise the L» ^3f877 owin9. imt the

pnrt of whosa proceeds wont to the contractor (jaconin 

Negro) to cover dowry rights, was rovokecl by the Senate in

initiating legal bearings a;id ap;>aals| tbe Pqpo biocJced further 

action by lodging an a ; >poalt iic^ei1 fol lo^eu up, till in 1303 

p»anc<2v.co dc» i»eg^e iatcsrve,ied» He found t ..at the oisly assets 

aat bound by f iael5^n::ds:io wei?e one aunc&^d astd iiix'ty can^jl 

of lahd t already sold at an artificially low price $o as to 

«eet only a dowry pay.-.ieat due rrcra th€a» nis i»Gvocatio» and 

repetition of the sale pywoked a aether a?;>oal by the

Aai e^mplo lUke this awst necessarily «;rve Mly an 

Siott 9 a»d -'iot «- statistical evaluation of tlui J?isc*3 

ability to extra,;:-, its Sue. But It dwwsatrates how and why 

the fiystoa could fail - aad for am approximate idea of the 

frequency of f^Ilijre, TO have the evidence of feotixi It above 9 

°^ tfte Gara.or.als continual nliortfail, a& well as tho Senate's 

ddmis -ion of 1503.
But Venetian intorwwtlmi i»-tha provincial dasi was 

act confined to supervision of thois? contr<-ctlflg ci»^- exaction. 

The toms of the dani tLcn^elve^ yere subject to rdvxsion, in 

opaomodic adrsinistra-MvG re-or^vrtUfltiAnf and in co-ordination 

tdth the oconotiic policy pursued by tfoe Rcrpablic, Thtegii iafor- 

oation rsay be ^cai^o, aud vonotlw action leas than systematic,



a recoiit authoritative (but unfoctnotcci) eta tenant on this 
point ovc^iaplifitfit'VGKozia lascia a:ie citta di toa?ra£erra«u,, 
perfino ie lore preeausioni dogaaall di tin ternpo, in qualc&e 
case ostili alia stossa stgaoria, come a<2 esonpio a ?ad>va. f367 

This -c*& t*w up to a point - Venetian policy was to maintain 
provincial economic &uto&ouy IE its pr<o*-cdn<]u&&t units s but 
it also ain?^1 to guarantee tlio flow of foo;!i: tuffs necessary 
to supply the capital* to yive t.cgyafgr-gg outlets to the 2>e- 
Xatively roi trie&td pa?oduct^ of Va..,i^^ a^I the la^o;.m t aa<l to 
strong rhon both tho dr?.r;i and tbe tracing position ©f tho cap­

ital by coacoutratiiig tlie commercial exchange of the riiaiala^d
state tbore,

Dar^l conditions wer«/ not the only Force influencing 
til© uiovonte&t o,f products* The flov of grain towards Venice
in the fifteo&tL ceatury dei>eaded oa the private Initiative 
of VeactiaTi comr;odity (!caler<s t and on the tram-ifav oT crops
j^ron Vanotiazos* estates, legislation asniiitCKl, by obliging 
Venetians vith ^aialand 03tate.f » to bring tHeir ^ai^i to 
eityf and banning all wholonalo coarsorce In ttie
unless Tor shipraoat to tho capital* Tijabor auJ firewood 
also coatrdlle<l by leg-' elation pathos? than &a^i» the former 
.protected a'jainut vantage, tt»*e la t tor - tnauFfiel^nt, or at 
loast not accessible in the '^a-tlovsno •* rt^gulated ?jy ordors
ft?OB tho capital disciplining felling on Venice* 45 Aip

^«'.:! t'.ie province's tawtoctlon of Its
iMWufacturittg t ^^^^ nGn'pwlatcwI, but within tho Units and 
acroraiag to the criteria outliiao*'! above* 7ho punitive dasio 
o,f Cavrarcse tiMoa or* ti*o export of win© l^ro-.i "~.*,,^ia to Venice 
vac trirr,!io-;, yiiila Venetian cloth *sad fish rro,v; the lagoon

er.joyGil right or access^60 tUe lyoa t^a4e between Fi'iuli and
^ 7n 

Padua and viconaa t;as ro-t^oute-I tiirough the capital '. l certain
commodities bou&id for Vcmico - but a siiaorlty - enjoyed pre-

t tlirouga cixemption fro transit vlasit meat



(m fb* lMK>r) iap*rtc-J '.:,.., vouetiaa lands vast of the? river 
Htocic, game and poultry fr^ t-e provinces of ?ad-ia and Tre-
vlsof graixr: from the iiu^-^m hills 1m tlie Pa&jvano? 71

fkfotli^r produce leaving th« Padwano for
V

paid ito sha^*5 of cla^io is hard tc *iay - partly for
lack of £Uri:Uei* ia£o^iatlan about tho jgai t .•:.::v;olvei3 f partly 
br:cauno of tax 6K«^ti:m*- rtnd privilege;^ partly because current

cloo^ not flWMW al\;^v^ {,..-.; havo echoed the
the

K! oriatjo asid so covered tlm yaiu cro^jsl^f? poila^s between 
the <aastern raclovaBo aad t£?.e VK>gado f is evidence <;>.r 
though tbere are no figure-, for tfce volume of '-•-.-.^ -tc to
to rolato it*'*- tiany Venetian landc/vnexT. in
•d tax privilGcror. dating bad: to pre-coiKnier't treatiov

;id proviouii regimes, and furthar e>:erintioas accomp-
anied ti'ic disposal or e^tfav'-ive ra^^are^e ertatos V -•• 'lately 
follov;ing the clirjige of" regime - but «o ^juantitative evaluation 
o^ their yaight Uaf - been attenpted^^ •

contradictionr In contaniporars^-prftcticm are ap;-^reat from 
a 14€u doclaration by tho Paduaa C&ptaia, ordering t!-at the 
onplosroos and pr6ctueo of Jiiccoxo uo ca <.la r>er.a^o f c estate should 
pay no claal in travnl"'.ing to Venice, ?-lnce it -.-ti.. the state*s 
intcsnt.'on that f #.« ECHO laobills et clvi? VG;.QI,US «p\ s'uos 
reddituo bine*** aduchi scu aspo^ta^i feceritt ad sclutlonoft 
alicuius datii teneatup% 174 ?hio ruling (unsup^orte. Ixy awy 
fUrthGf jtistificaticm a» special ^rtvll©g©} contraatn yith 
action *ron Venice to ensure the payment of "tax; in K67'tLa

cancallcd authorisation of .ia^io^TQa passage of Vouot-
prodace fros Tiavc f boc.'ruse it had caused a x»* 5»000 drop

. *^7*5
ia tha tioc fs value at contract » In 1435 tte ^e^ate r^oceeded 
to prsanc; rr,v! 7itiidro ; tax exotaptions, asserting the sol« right 
of tiia councils of state to conc^^e thrna, and in 14 9 the

o (at tlao roquor.t o>£ tl-io Papuan 4a&ieri) rule ' tfoar ven- 
tra«§jp«rrl«gf tfc«ir revoracs to Venice should pay unless 

i» possession o£ 'privile^U et votustissiraa coiisuctudines dlu



observatas.* Improperly obtained dazio exemptions remained 
a recurrent theme of administrative attention: in touring off 
icials' commissions, in repeated action by the Sehate in 1498, 
ia two interventions by the Ten - to obtain information on 

those claiming Paduan dazi exemptions in 1500, and in 1504 

through legislation specifically invalidating exemptions not 

Obtained through the councils pf state for the dazio-free
"^77

transit to the capital of terraferma estates 1 revenues. The 
significance of this evidence must be that less dazi were paid 

than should have been, through an extension of privilege which 
tJie Siffnoria intended to restrict, in the interests of its 

dazi returns, but found difficulty in controlling.
The terms of transit to the dogado of Venetians 1 produce 

were by no means the only point of intervention in the organ­ 
isation of the provincial daai s the Paduan wine dazio affords 
clear evidence of more radical and thorough interference, through 
substantial revision of its organization in the last decade of 

our period, after cumulative but un-coordinated alterations

ovdr the preceding century*
,;..<,••;.•• The retail of wine was conducted by authorized taverns, 

some the property of private interests, some in public owner­ 

ship, with the dazieri entitled to nominate or at the very least
^78to vet their tenants,' The daaio due was often a fixed sum 

stipulated In advance, and the naming of these sums, as well 
as of the right to administer hostelries, were the subject of 
special concessions by the Signoria. Privileged rights accomp­ 
anied the sale of hostelries between Padua and Venice, and in 
the immediate hinterland of the dogado - for example at Stra, 
Mira and Mirano, ensd at Abano (important thermal station by 

the Euganean hills)? 79 petitioners requested the Signoria for 
the ownership or custody and exercise of hostelries: those at 

* the shrines of Monteortone (near Abano) and Tresto (in the 

southwest Padovano) were granted to the religious of their 

churches free of tax?80 The Pisani, major landowners along 

the Adige, obtained the right to name the landlord at Tirandrio



(on their estates ) t while an innkeeper at Frassine obtained 
repeated orders from the Signoria regulating his conditions 
of tenure, in the face of threats by the dazleri to oust hin4 f 1 
f? There was, as we have observed, more coherent and con- 
centratod attention t4 da^i conditions and privileges towards 
the tarn fcf the century, and in 1506 the Senate legislated 
the final phases of a slf ting and withdrawal of special con­ 
ditions a^ong the Padovamo hostelrler, Here, as on other occas­ 
ions, legislative authority was catching up with intervention 
operated by executive authorities, and stimulated by petition­ 
ers* The revision of terms in 1506 vas not a denial ©f the 
principle of intervention, but an assertion of the senate's

't S2
rather than others' authority to do so, it followed, in fact, 
three years after a general reform of the Paduaa wine daglj»fs 

prosaoted by the Paduan E_ettori but legislated by
the Senate, with a irtew to recovering losses in the tax fs eon- 
tract value?83

-;>; The new regulations dealt at length wit'"; internal matters t 
the licence for retail, the restriction to hostelries of the 
right to provide meals or facilities for gaming, tax evasion 
by prostitutes, but also with wholesale trading and traffic - 
*be bollette issued to win© travelling by boat, and the act­ 
ivities of the guild of poytadori dl viat Involved in many of 
the dassi transactions. The conditions of other dassi were re­ 
vised from time to time, but what nacle the raduan wine dagio 
important - it was exceptional for administrative matters to 
pass in such detailed fashion through the hands of the senate - 
was its relationship with the Venetian dassi,

The 1503 £S£itula, like the revision of privileges of 
throe years later, followed a gradual process of intervention
In the organisation of the Faduan tax. Its yields depended

^BA tp a considerable extent on com unications with Venice; and
Venetians shipping wine wholesale to the capital sent not only
the product of th^ir own estates, but also wine bought fron

. 
peasants who canie offering it *... c!a cortivo a cortivo'.
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While legitiiaate exemption may have accounted for the tax-free 

passage of some wine, a great deal wore came in to the capital 

as contraband, passing through what is now Marfchera, then 

an area renowned for criminality and snuggling. The protection 

ojp the fl**y-i teontght for is of preventive action which intruded 

physically onto Paduan territory: tlie paliate on the waterways 

linking the Padovano and the dogaclo were reinforced by armed 

patrols operating in the jurisdictions of the dogado, nestre, the 

Trevisano and Padovanol86 Furthermore, the movement of wine in 

the Paddvano and Trevisano wa» restricted by fules aimed to 

hinder ©snuggling towards Venice^7
Though interference in the paduan wine tax f s organisation 

was spasmodic, and part of no general revision or co-ordination 

°^ terrafeiyia dasio administration, it serves to exemplify the 

gradual penetration by forces of government in the capital of 

areas of provincial fiscal administration over which they had 

»0 initial mandate» Though scarce evidence imposes caution on 

generalisations* the wine tax appears to nave undergone this 

process in more pronounced fashion than the other da§l« But a 

a general tendency towards interference is suggested by the 

interventions in Padua of officials of the Venetian <laai« To­ 

wards the end of tlie century one ^as in action at the Fortello, 

city gate and canal port for Padua f & co^rwiieations with Venice, 

usurping authority tsy the expansion of originally minor funct*- 

ions* Padua's reaction was sharp protest 9 repeated in 1498 

and 1502 when officials from Venice pnrad in goods on sale in 

the city. The orders obtained from Venice were in the tone of 

sharp reproof, but the incident?' ware clearly resented by a 

city Council sensitive to interference or (in comnob parlance)
-age

•the thin end of the wedge' a
In defending the autonot!ty of the paduan daai, the Council

•W* WPWMWHBHW^

was not acting in defence of powers of its own - the organisat­ 

ion of indirect tax was exclusively in the hands of t' o city f s
>'•;#**

Venetian authorities \ but the principle at stake was the ind-



opondence of Padua as an administrative unit, and the auto- 

no^ of its institutions* A final aspect of dagi organisation 

fact evidences creeping **<!i»etian interference, through the 

nomination of dasio officials from the capital *

The extension of public patronage to terraferna jobs 

brought /©netiaa benemc^iti (or influential petitioners) not 

only to minor guard duties in Padua^ but also to positions 

as permanent officials of the dagi* while successive da^ieri 

did not necessarily nominate fresh officials f they possessed

6 eertalft asarjfia of discretionary powers in their choice of
<>rtfj 

collaborators'; The concession of graaie or ducal i. influencing

conditions of wine retail was paralleled by the nomination of 
officials bfr favour to other dagi t apparently spasmodic until 

aoout 1490} despite preceding grants, the Signoria in 1489 

referred to the lettcgpi of Padua a petitioh to keep the accounts 

of traffic at the Portello gatet asking them to advise and per­ 

suade the dasieri* without whose consent ***. non est nostrum 

constitute. *^1 But four Further appointments followed be- 
tvean 1490 and X492 t (two in favour of great-nephews of Clem** 

ente The-laldini, the secretars^ often sent to Padua on fiscal 

business),^ and protests fron the dasieri before the Avogadoyi 
and Sioria resulted in a ruling from the latter

that th® dagieri's powr ©f acceptance or veto was annulled 

where the appointment was by gfraasia of a council of 
The principle did not pas£ undisputed in Padua, but the

3 94
ori intenrened in favour of ntoinoes 'by gra.zi.ai ho^ many they 

were ifi uncertain, but onco. again the impetus of executive 

.authority had created precedents for intervention to be regul­

ated and absorbed by the capital »s elective organs .

TTT ~ a t The StiBUftdtlie...strjlng^^

Assessment of wealth ^as the criterion adopted for the 
distribution of the dadie . delle._la«g£t th«* clerfiy 1 ^ decime, 

and a substantial proportion of the extra fiscal burden laid
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on t^G tcrrltwlo» In t^n vocabwl^^ of t!?e tiflie, rl 
than jg.%1 divided into re?»lc rid ix?i*so¥i»lf*t

division accwdinc? to ^caws, t^e lattr<*r ^crsc^l serv­ 

ice du0 f&o? msles of the requisite ar?e, £5£££ ^as the terra gen­ 

erally applied to taxes due la Money. feetiaafts to those
~ «)Mu^'s^,M4«MMM)MMlM|lliKM|M'

iiwi S€irvi.CQ - oorv^os a»d military obll^ationsi but 
often, reeairisan both labors* and netoriul ifesattrees oi» 
vm*e »o«tly divided by a. mlxtOM-.«f ]^r capita 9*»aDPit)»^ 

voalth assessment* in vbi<& the latter f^wr in im.oortanee in 
*! to the distance amd dtardtioa of the tasfc t^ bo

The coaiwttit of the city's 

for the levying o# *"*«y divert tax, vhile the details of tbe

of the
Tbv standing &dmlai$t?%ative nosws, codified in the city 

statutes and elaborated iby fifteenth ceiitmy smling^ of authorit­ 

ies in ?a<t«a -and Venice, in practice a certain nargin of decis­ 

ion and rc«3T>oasibility 3?e«aimcy! ia the haatdr? ol1 city and village

executive officials, especially the latter in view of tUeir*j ftf** 
and more varied obliffatloas.'^ iMe stamten and early

liy the B^F Venetian regime regulated the division of

the various taxes* and ostablldlMd the fundamental s«on

Into ti'jr«o grour>inrrs of tlie ps^ovinccs 1 © tas^'^ycrrs - city,

tc£lo «»«i clorgy t a division m£?in*;al«H® both in the sharing ol 

the dadia dell* lanr.-e ^^d in the separate bodies of tho

Omly the l2£_it£Si2 iy^9 su^^Ject ta |<gcrttoies.g no that t.h« city 

and the clergy oaid oxcliifilVely *real f obligations.
the f ifte^ntfc century t corpilcd by the

city for b >t& Pactun end the Podovano, folicw^d Ctzvare^e preced­ 

ents of ^'T- prc!fviott!5 csontwry* incocrnwrated and revined in
'4

statutosry coda of 1420. • !' ^ic city ectlno vna confided to the
of Aconmittee OJP nine citiaeiis, uracm from tiiree different^«

levels of vealttiy to whom all w^re obll§e<5 to <teclm*G thoir land­ 

ed property f real estate, tenures a»4 leases» Investments In PJJ JO- 

f Visions a»d trades t and all other assets and inconos. ro the 
total wealth resulting (capltalisnd and divided ty a tJxwsmd) they nflHod
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a naxi*riun of L 1 for the person of the declare. -The work of 

the fttiaadori was completed by a second con-itfcee, of

02f" coypottori . and registers conrdled Prom the golig^e present­ 

ed f ̂ incorporating adjustments by the corrinitt e?)f wore dravm tip 

by city quarter .and centenario. The operation was initially in-* 

tended to b© completed every t'iree yeari>1^

The general e^tirso, or foioghi, of the Padovano was conduct­ 

ed by touring groups seat from the cityf writing im a process 

\yhich duplicates that of the city e^tlfjo. Their an^e^f-wents were 

u«j@d to construct totals for the individual tows asad villages, 

and .^5r the admini«itrai-ive distreti of the t» these

were expressed in terns of Fuoghi , (not hearths but a convent­ 

ional unit of capital value), on t^e ba^is oJ? -wtiidi tbo various 

fiscal ohligatiofis w*re distributed?9'1 ind<»pendently of the <?e«- 

£r:£l!2i conducte<' by the city* the individual padc/rcano co?a-

carried out their oi«m e^ t iml , in ttieoory annually p oa tfce 

bar is of ^iich tte various taxes w^re distribitte^ anong their

inhabitants mid ta>*-payar*?» °
Re^^isions of the city es|.imo and the gtaoghi weree by no 

means a£ frequent or regular as the statutes- ^ronosed and fair 

fiscal division remiired; the intervals between them stretched 

by the later fifteenth century to ten years or more, a tendency 

destined to become even more pronounced in later centuries^01 

A nom city estiiyj was ondertafen ir. 14f3, scnren years after its 

predecessor t (implying tJiat the 1453 revision was concluded 1st 

1456 ) t and w*? terminated 1m 1466. Another ordered la 14^9 w?.s 

started in 1471, and finished in 1473, A third urns proposed in 

M79f and carried out in 1482-63 f a fourth proposed in 14S6 was 

ordered in 148 7f begun in 1401 f and ended IB 1493. The fifth 

revision of our period was ordered in 1501 and started in 1502 t 

it lost moncsntttm during a <nuu»>>el vith the territr^io over the 

division of the dadiOt and was begun afresh in 150*, extending 

into aad probably beyond Deconber 1507^°"

A revision of the fuoffhi war, ortTorod in ^ccenber 146 5 1 bo- 

gun ia December I467 t ^ut held up for two years by a dispute
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city and ter-?itoyio? a new -anel of stinadori was 

elected in 1470, and their TOT!' followed by that of the

lasted until raid-1474. Hecruests casse fro* the Pad-*

ovano for another revision in M$5 end I486, carried out betwoefe 

1487 and 148*1. in 14'^ a tftird reform was ordered, though it 

began in 1501? a second start was necessary in 1502 f though 

the work was apparently riot conceded, since it TOS begun 

in 1506, laating Into 150Si'03 , , . : , 

The slow compilation and infrequent renewal of the

w&s &*« to various causes* The interruptions to the'-.' 

first and the last revisions of the ftiogfvi considered in this 

study ware symptomatic of one of the maim underlying problems ; 

in 146$ the tgjjltgrlo bad made an attempt to involve repre­ 

sentatives of the &l&l£g$ti in the formation tf the sreaeral

, tlifougli declarations iiidependcmtly pNsaitaited in Padua .

to- off set tlie t^mdeacy fa? omission c^ 1 fraud by the touting cit-

their otm and others* behaUtt* The attentpt

failed, since Venice ordered adherence to custom, and the 

Anbitions ^ere redwecH 1 to r^^itif^tinlf a eliaiige of

nethod - fair one committee to tour the ^fcole radovano9 instead

of diffarent gro&p® in different ar©p-s f so as to 'Obtain nore 

assessment* this clairn was accepted in principle by the 

council in 3,4 91 » and incorporated in tJie- orders of 1501 #

as well as in an agreonent bet^men city and tgPTJtogio of 1404» 

the torritorio took advantage of friction betveon the
jMlMJUHnniii- maanc'ii-j-'Tr """ -flftiJT

and the city Council to press claims concerning the

distribution of the d§f|i«K amd the process of its exaction

The city*s control ovm-» the revision of the estirci 

favoured niaiBtenance of the status ^10 in tiwt •livinlonj in- 

fr©cruent rcyvisions, and the avoidance of any joint surlray 

ly to reveal disparity, allowed its fiscal privilege to sur­ 

vive, and indeed to <pwt given t^e i*ovement oi* wraith from

to ^^yi05 m this and subsequent |H3riodr. t the init­

iative or executive stimulus for t?:e renewal of e^tJ^i often 

from th© city»s Hettori or authority in Venice.



s velnctance may als- bo ascribed to the difficulty 
and wi<rht of the wwlc Involved delayed deelaratloa«3 f revisions 
and complaints extended the span of duty and the nactcmee of 
t&ose rosotasible for c^pilatioE407 i^t the tino and vttliagness

to uwk of tli© jffr$igg coosiittocs also depended on the prestige 
and gains attached to the appointment. By 1493 the
could eseeuse their poor progress *.* TOopeetu 3*eram publicopum 
quo ta?0avertmt of Ficiuw saua't08 iy then neither ostimo ves con- 
Hied to individuals diosen frera t&e ttireo dif.f«re»f grades of

h t but liad become am electoral po^t disputed by tii© loading 
of the city couacil^Hth too litr.l© tiiae to dedicate to 

so dcnandlag a task t and no doubt eoutcmt to retain the office
over long T>m»iodsi09

the vostricti&n of csomtr^l ov^e» tax assessment, to & tiarrow 
a?eate<l fpictiofi wittiiit tlie eityi OVQF instances or alleg- 

oF r*3?ef<3reAtial <s» pwnltivo t^eatmesit of iB<iividuals and 
social gr-oupiaga* svicloaco of disconta^t on this $cc&® 
mes»eh.3nts and avtisatis is ata*oB*j in the sixtoontli century » bat 
the i3' ;ue vas already a fiensitivo one la t'be later flftoeatlif as 
tlie Council itaalf a^isittea la discusj--.ia0 its di^rv^al

nivoa tbeao cii^cwastances, as vcali as the <7en€spal
411

at ion of v;ealth aif*on0 tho dty*3 ittiwsbitants au<I its unequal dis­

tribution bot^ocm eity and t^^itogia^-' : t t i* no surprise that 
proposals £02* tfco sios^e rigo%»c\ftts ciiedfcing aF ostijiw acclas^tion
stbould m@€t witri 'umcartala ent^ti^iasm in the Council - and no 
cfcubt asaong trie stiwodosi* ^fcte vas evident 1m t'he dilsputo of 
1468-^>D vith the ^i£t^et,ti f and again in t£)e success^l 
of a proposa'i of 1503 that *** jPieffi Uobeat -l 
Oc villa in vllla^ 1^2 rc«?tinfs WCCPO then

in
1!K)1 *&d aronultiKl in di^ct Vonatiim int^rvc*nt'on to assess and 
'exact the tar, trltl^jut pofcronca to the council ~ annvocoaoated 

4VtaE*<Mnee i$i the scaring and levying of direct tax. aoasurea 

posted is tac council at this time concoroing tho <nn»ent
therefore bo ^ interpreted as a defons-jo



Efficiency and justied of tnxer 1 distribution and 
exaction trere in fact considerably hindered by tvo related

problems: evasion in declaration and the pestessioa or claim­ 

ing of exenptiou, (the latter already encountered in tl^e oper­ 

ation of the £asi)*14 invasion in declaration, by its very mt- 

we, cannot be i*H>a*mr*erl vith accuracy; but there is evidence 

to suggest its fremj.ene!y f as vol.1 as the method used* These 

l»**fed fron sinple non-declaration of taxable assets, to under- 

state^ent of their quant.Ity and ^sorth, to the false attribution 

of e"--?t status* The task vai* facilitated by the ?<eeping of 

tbr^e different s«ts of tax records: for property/ paying with 

the city, paying ultfc the Padovaao, and paying cloclme in Venice, 

Transfer by wirchane or Inlierltai^ce to different o-?nersbip f or 

the transfer of prot*5rty frois the torritorio to the city e^tinot 

provided t^^e oc^ar? ioB for assets to pass off tfce tar lists* 

^G g^tiy ceweittees ^ere enrpcwered to evaluate and alter tho 

declarations presented to ther. t or to assess on their OVR auth­ 

ority ?*hcrt*e no gollr.y>a ^ns pre^cintea, and they enjoyed a regard 

for tho detection of £ra\i<3. nut t^e technical difficulties were 
f especially since pr« e*?rvat1o-) of tbe Cotmcil's sole 

ty ia compiling t?ie estimi required the exclusion of 

active collaboration by the distretti. And, as ve have seen, tlie 

Couzictl4p Icec^aess to improve ti<e ac--.tiracy of the cgtjhif lack­ 

ed conviction, ^fiilo the inclination tof.»apds connivance in 

concoalRent or undervaluation on tho part of tfte stinadori can 

only !^?w> been stronr?tbenea by the office's trrncfonaation into 

to a?r>aaage of the most influential citizens* nulte apari froia 

these considca?ations f the political climate of relations vith 

Venice and di«;ptitos with the clergy and the !>adof*»* tended t^>

sit the Council in opposition to aorc or loss explicit dema»d»•.. ' i
-ore scmpftlou* coivlact (from the Gianoria and t?io terrlt-

and to throw t'^ci veight of acrnsatiou of evasion and 
insofricient valuation in the dlvlrnon of direct tax onto the

of Venetians and churcbnenl 7* 5 
Evidence of evasion is offered by legislation - i* the



416 sttrtute boolc, and in the rrwisions for the city ortino
of 1463 9 ^©n declaration of arable land an uncultivated was

'.: - T •

com-oa enough for the Council to authorise the SJ^^sdori to 

rec&oa uncultivated as arable unless the declare produced 

evidence to the contraryl17 individual esses may be found 

among the city's leading fnrillo* - the calsa, the Soncini, 

tho Dotto* and the Abrianil18 -he /*brtanl f*eu<3 is an intor- 

eating demonstration of the r;avcrin<7 connitnent of the city 

authorities to rectify evasion, and of the scope for resistance 

of wealthy and ^terninec! defaulters. Twenty years lapsed be­ 

tween the discovery of property concealed, estimated to be 

worth L, a$ t C0Q, and the initiation o£ legal proceedings by 

the Con-tine in 149?* defeated in *VKf»ia t tlie Abriani otitean- 

oeuvred t'le Connune in the appeal court0 j though their estJnio 

rating was doubled in 15OO, in 150^ thej' were fine^ for forcibly 

preventing t^e measuring of their property***
svasioa and iaequality of fiscal sharing trerc? also irsasi- 

fest in vsricms foi?ns in the territorio^ 'Phouftb representatives 

of the distrett:i rnet «»d col^al^o^ate^ ovc^ -ce/^tw-tA aspects of

fiscal relations with the city* there was no stably constituted 

political body to voice their interests tilT 1537? both tuen 

and previously t^e strongest voices froin the ^aclovano wore those 

of its townships, and their t/ealthier inhabitants* plenty of 
scope remainec' for the pursuit of petty a^wntaf?e and rivalry in 

the distribution of fiscal obliftations, and particularism was 
as jgach a characteristic of the Padovan© con-uner» behaviour 

as joint opposition to t^e city* 9
?be subdivision of fiscal obligations was an important 

factor in deternining the wel 1 -being of a village. The revision 

of the fuoi was itse'f no miarftntee of ovon distribution t and

the long delays bett^en one rone^val and another imposed un- 

vawying <*uota<-- ofe co^^mlties t^ose fiscal T>otwtlpl fluctuated 

with the differing success of harver ts f transfers of property, 

and possible migrations of po^ilntion, ruaivel^ing between 

villages or distrotti over the sharing of tax was by no means
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480 * in l<n? t (yhea tax arrears i^ere ruEatag high),
the city Council obtained orders by the Si^moria to an ul now 

divisions made among the Fadovano villages, since tliey confuted 

past afcd future fiscal liability, and served to mijfetlply the 

onus of local administration and the complexity of control 

by the city.
- A further problem of f i*cj>l division w&$ the scaring of 

tax among the villages* inhabitants, land-owners and cultivators. 

By no Tsean3 all the i>ropuerty or inhabitants of o village con­ 

tributed equally s ouite apart from legitimate exemptions, prop­ 

erty on the tax lists of the city contributed nothing, while 

property belonging to local tax-lists net 'real 1 but «ot f personal* 
Qtiligatioas if its ow»©r dwalt in Padua or asaother village, A 

constant pu*ohl0m was posed by the spurious transfer of o^mersltip, 
or th© migration of teaa*it$ # so that land was owned aiad worked 

in a village by those disclaiming liability for its taxes because 

resident elsew&ere - or liable for real 1 but aot f personal*
. A final category of partially e:^emot was constituted by 

» the paid servants or overseers of landowners - or

those who claitaed such status.
•;•••••• . Though tfta statutes pr^ivided juridical gtiida&ce, ccnfir*!ie<i

further rulings of the ^id-fifteenth century f i^astoH by'*syl-* 
'ibsentee owners and tin.ers t and false n

th* Padovano t^iroughout our period? the nhenor»onoB of eit- 

isens claiming or acquiring tax-^ayiBg rights ^rith toe city§
living and worlciti<? as cultivators of the land, is already

The possession or cultivation of land by dni.s,trettjaali 
disclaiming liability for tax because resident elsewhere was the 

subject of repeated complaints in the city council t w^ose intcr- 

ventioas revealed the grave effects o» individual villager.* tax- 

paying ability^3 together tfith the problem of gA^taldi^s status , 
it vas part of tdrtn^ agreed betwoen cit^' and t^.-^itoyic in 1502, 

when the oouacii nodorated proceding declarations from var^ us 

sources in jfevour of jastaldi's privileges, admitting the fiscal
/ 2 Adanage caused bjr false claims.
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•rasioia and oaevem distribution of tax wsz"e inextric­ 
ably tied up with exemption' f ^rhose variety, confusion and 
illicit a*'t<S4$i£E yeadereU tiie«i virtually inaccessible to 
systematic contemporary investigation, (as; well ar> to nodern 
quantitative assessment). Privileges and exemptions varied 
from short-terns to perpetual, /rotn partial to total, from 
rights invested in persons or institutions to rights accoap-

possession of property, writing ot the s^tuatvoA ^A -die
(t

seventeenth century, Gaviolo ervtlnate^ that aigaty thousand
and otiier* incone and wealta, totalling a quarter of tbe

province's fruitful aG-^ts, enjoyed long-term exempt status. 

Ho evideace exists to choclc his accuracy , but most of tlie cat­ 
egories lista-.l ia liis estimate were iki existemce iu our period, 
to be swollen in quantity by the yeb^l^ 9 t>ror>e"ty sold after

^, aad probably by sixteenth cenfcui»y attentioa to real or4** 5 
'^osQd ri ihts t oncouraged by tac oxponsio-i of cultivation. ̂

Of far lessor fiscal -weight, but greater immacliate political 
inportaaco, '«oro the short-torn exenptions q.lven to Individuals 

or comunitios usually aumbcred among the payers of taxj here 
ti)0 issues wore tho authority and criteria witd xrfiicb exemot- 

10133 were cancailoa, and t^ie attribution to otaer contributors 

of the shnre of "Ciie exempt*
Exemptions occoM^anyiiag the title to property were often 

iu the possession of Venetia-AS, since nany came by property 

aad 7>riVi logos la tao dispersal of the Carrarese Pa^iily est­ 

ates. And iiiaa&r :aoro, ar. »o shall see, by claiming possession 

of property in tiio prov:nce siac^ 1^-^(5 or l>arora, wai^e liable 

to pay direct tax om it; in t'ae capital - if they declared it - 

but act -irith tlae province. Jao dissatisJactioai of tho Paduaa 

political clarj 1 ; focusscd in particular on Venetians* rights 

or clains to cxenption

2y _35Sf^a:-ojj,; not only out of &u undoes tandabig political slant 
to t <elr t-iinkian but also because naay Venetians undoubtedly 

did evada ta:;, and because tIiPou--Th the century tiia investigat­ 

ion of former Carrarese property continue* to vox oany raduan



<7*

laadovwtajra» Venetian investigation a; r.*e o^aaeruhi^ - and 
thepo?or© tfce tax status - o£ p.-.opv.*i^y u>alch aijlit 'iy saoise 
title belong to tuo state, acquired ^o^iie la* i^iajeaoe to- 
\tfjr<5s tii© turn of t!u» ceatuvy, 03 gpomag a&rLais-fc*jtive iai' 
fereace fron the capital

A'. 11 "Hcial aacjdsT -* ,
though thoro was SKI nlngXe dis»por»al of &;&vt

du^inc the 'fiPttttetb centum to tsatch tlie s^ala of tu® carrarase
iahe?itanco (which r.avi^'-'.o astii,!atv.-a uOi'tlA aj »-,a*cL ^ a quarter

\^ A<? 
of tUa Padovooo/t' 1 ' -a-es^j wes*e scvorul ffubsequent i^ales ol* note,

E»!it important bti.lug t'-.-e pi»oi,>O2*ty la tLe aou«7C!C£ vaoovaso 

ciS or Jute, ctftov ^Uo o:*tiactio;i of tl-o iiae in

1463, ' By an agreement luadu vith tUo ^adwam
1*: of t-K-jr%3 est^t^ paid twly L» 136 a

• »»„ » «. •. ....
j "* « \r*•*¥•"» <^*f •* *•'-* ' t'it'^l->t» Tiiii <!»*.,' V s.-.»«..fc.v«T*- <»** ~'V/v/vS>*. v.iiv.7

fctJ f'^-^t*!^! ''L^tJl 1 «** ,'• «t**',1 ' O J t"i **>.
W^V^ ^ii*^ •" HW* «*;. '' V'4W>M<^«i* fw.- <(*%» tf •<.--%/ *** S(/ ***

-

thai 10 t.OOO ca/api adb.ie;c<l privileged status iu tiiis way. At
the turn of ti.-t* cciitiwy twe city Council took steps to identify 
til© latscls of the naa?ru;lso&* p&tv.b;iO£^-'» vitk a viev tc 03cposi»§ 
false cleins tc ©3;onptloa c. d Xevyiu>; tlie gauie ^lue ly tiie 1448

agr^Qjnesit*'' 0 vixmgu this iniative Gp-^ecaKi to i^ave aUaevecl little* 
its ci-rmlflcariCfe lb t^aw It set out. to perform in vev&v&& 9 witte

t«x"

inspect fet> the nainly VOB-etiai.^ ptirctiesevs'or tire ncit ui^es * 

arty, Venice*s iuvootigutiou or titles to 
tc feave belosagwl to the carr-ai^osu., oitm* i

h€ rc-:u^ao laoblei. ra^y aave rr^efct^d tLo 
of ccdHapt proptsriy i2i v^eiJtieja iieii<lB t tss part of 

tbc&is Of v^etlans' insufiiciaat co^trioutioa to 
tfet pomitte^i taxes t tte polemical slant to controversies over 
privileged property repressed ao^iilit> not to tiie jwidical 

of privilege tat to it^ distrii^tiocu "ot.
a»4 tr^e crity Cwacil accepted the prL>.clrls of pvivvlc-get both 

*i that all property should cs a neces' eiv> ninir-oia pay 
r b»t ottly ia etoergoacy vas it iittf/ ouzoc ulaat oxcaBpt la»ds 

to other taxes, and administrative at tout ion to
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cxenpticms never \veat rurtfeea.' t&oja attempts to cfcec*: their 
loritiractcr ,~ •" culte oport ftpon illation through fraudulent 
eleias, i±<* overall orte^t of privileged property wte in fact 

odicalty increased by the addition of estates confiscated 
rebels and sold by ti:o f isc5~ 3

f? lcs«- irpcfctant in tbe vreioht or their Impact DJI 
ofct Gxenptir-as fsrora direct tas-ation ittw«r:tod 

in pcspsons COL"- institutioiis ^-opo relatively £r-quesit. Ins ti tut* 
ll!:o the iwrM p£l (rclirr'loas fdaB.dff.tio»s and hospitals)

Wf** <|WBiMlPf' VMMHiiiiMNHlMMMf "'"

iiorc? usually showi fiscal favour tl-irough dgrd exemptions ff 
but parr>r>nal^7 I5r*1tc<f r^ivllefTC' vfs^Vvis tt:e dgdig or 
tarcticni (ti^o former cnly ver>* rarely} ^.r> afcvded tc

;l as a jneams'eJ? yet^^rd or >
for a variety cf individuals and their occupation-, tx^aef' itt 
the public :*ntarort« ^IMSE^-I^ w31^ oftoi-} rev^er^ed for f reasons 
of ntato* - thor-o tt.o fa^rc proof of loyalty in df£eoting the • 
1435 cor- crcco plot and ttela? dcseer-aemts ,» widt the px»inclpal 
deaooncc-r of tfoc l^t ri crnspirrxyi roro noaccA-1 services (ill- 
uf*t?ious p^fcftr.-cmal rtrndirr, end ti»o prci>aa?atif>n of 
for ttie Co- :itimi of ^atoa) earned the painter rrrjscancso fc
exception • in 1^6!?1 24 ' ' ' •

oceu.patioB'0 and individuals fmncmred «dtli
tlse noet pat»t invou^.^ in'sone fdm of rervtee to the 

strtc, nad tt^lr pr£v£l6^gos were im altcsm^tive fom of
to tbe dtar-oct sp^adincr cf public fson,ey» 'ft?e: ll,^t to l
regular

« (TV'

boatneaf carpa3aters t nasona, uir-e- porters and 
Mdelllj^ "; Tecrycor tr« cjcoaptious «^ro rl ven to •

grille exceptionally larfte fanilii^c t/cro also 
- tfie conservation an<2 ixuarcaso of tbe population

l inpwtasace for ^ot^ econow j « rnd fiscal ?oas~

long-tern, standing exemptions tsiirjht provide the 
*Ioa £0$ Ui&putQ bctv/coa tbe ."• i<i:iori^ :vnd the city council f



ft th the latter inclined to contest the privileged status of4 "0
taassons and carpenters* B^t the permanent categories of

exempt property and professions, and the substantial loss they 

represented to the province's fiscal resources, were by and 

large taken for granted, and contemporary controversy ar^se 

principally over the concession of short-tora exemptions to 

individuals or rural con unities* These were generally sought 

as a fora of relief for material misfortune, and their creation 

required adjustment of the usual pattern of taxes* distribution. 

The Paduan Council*® attitude towards concessions of this 

type In favour of padovano villages was one of hostility, on 

the fomal grounds that the granting of exemptions to some con­ 

tributors merely overloaded others* this position or principle 

was strongly motivated by self "protection, on the Is^ue of tax 

division between city and terrltorioi Venice would admit no 

reductio^ of the overall sum due from the province In dadle, 

tfee Council vould consider no redress of the balance in sharing 

between city and Padovamo, and few villages could manage to pay 

others* portion In addition to their own* As a result of Padtan 

insistence on tfels point, the Signorla agreed in 1477 to give 

no further exemptions to stricken padovano villages * suffering 

from storm, hail, flooding, plague or other forms of damage - 

but only stays of execution and terms for payme&tf the Is^ue 

surfaced afialn In the 1480s as a point of dispute between 

Padua and Venica over the terms of tax relief in the southwest 

Padovano after flooding caused by enemy action in the ^rar of 

Perrarai41
•i1!-

Hot $nly expediency » but jealousy too stay have shaped the 

Council's attitude , in resentment of the Signorla f s assertion 

of competence over petitions for tax relief from the padovano, 

whoso effect was to alter the terms of distribution laid down 

in the revision of the Jtaoghl conducted by the council's officers. 

Xt was notably less grudging In considering petitions for tax
•V <!'•

relief, estlmo revision or exemption when its authority over 

the city estlmo was invoked by city dwellers - a function which
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it and its officers continued to discharge, with Venetian vigil­ 

ance no more than occasional^42 its indulgence was strongly 

tempered by the need for all taxable wealth to contribute in

rseasttre to the city's share of dad.se, bat it ^ras lessi

in the city yith it© large body of taxpayers to re~ 

distribute the contribution of temporarily exempt citizens, 

than in the Padovano with its small units, high quotas and 

rigid division*
ft TO& not ttncorr-on for prominent citissens in financial 

difficulties, for example as a result of storm damage to their 

fields, to obtain the Council's favour and so maintain their 

station in society* The contrast in the c^gre^ 0 {2- ease with 

^&ic& city"*dwellnrs t especially the wealthier, and padovano 

villages or peasants ecmld obtain exemption or re-asner.r.raent 

is not simply a coaseqmence of the mechanism of taxes 1 distribut­ 

ion, but also an expressiom of social attitudes - poverty and 

indebtedness wre relatively normal conditions of life for the 

and its inhabitants, xahesreas adept manoeuvring in

the Council could invoke public compassion for a citisan faced

with misfortuael4^ influence in the cotincil played its part
in the voting of gg timo revision or e-comption, as njay be inferred 

from consideration of a tw-y^a*1 span midway between tTO city 

Frco Christmas 1476: to Christmas 1478 eight petitions

obtained the Council^ approval, tsio of ti^era favoiaring leading 

noble families f4^* the Vltaliani obtained tm years 1 dadio 

exemption following storm damge to their com and vines, and 

the Malfatti receive! renilsslql and sms|>ensioii of their dadie 

obligation* for the duration of their la^-stiit against the 

Barcello, (a Venetian noble family vhora thc?y fought for docade 

over property riglits and village boundaries in the northeast 

Padovano, tdth the Comncil heavily partisan in their favomr)i45 

Among the exemptions or estlno rcnrisions decided by the council 

or the detmtati ad utilia (frequently authorised to deal trith

o

petitions, and inclined to do so without the Council f s specific



446 approval), there vas tythe end of o T perlofl a steady trickle
of grants to prominent citizens claiming material misfortunes. 

Although a 1493 parte in the Council pro|x>sed to end the practice 

becatase it aroused the discontent of the %»* plebis et popali.., 

et miserabilimin personarum qua postea pro ipsis sic

cogtifitnar contr ttaore. * * * t only £oor rrsontlis later tlie

Council ignored this decision In granting five years * do die 

exemption to Glovairal de bazara after fire and flood had damaged 

his property.4 ^

with unfairness a comon cry in all disputes over taxes 9 

sharing, accusations and allegations reqmire cautious evaluat­ 

ion* But just as it is apparent from this scrutiny of the ex- 

tent and mechanisms of evasion and exemption vith what success 

the interests of Individuals anf" groups over-rode fair distribut­ 

ion within the city and ainongst the villages, clear evidence of 

grave fiscal inequality also emerges from tfoe disputes over 

the division of the dad.ie between the three bodies of the prov- 

ince*s tax-payers - city* clergy and leyyitoricu It was on this 

divisiont fundamental for the overall sharing of the fiscal 

bmrdem, that much of the inequality and injustice i»e have review­ 

ed was bttilt, ajad it was tiie central point of the perennial 

battles foaght t^ the three 'bodies f to preserve ©r alter the 

balance of tastes* distribution. It is perhaps smrprisia0t there­ 

fore, to record that the division of the dad.ie regained effect­ 

ively unaltered tteo&gh the fifteenth and much of the sixteenth 

century* Tharee eighths t or L« 51 f 300t of the t, 136,8c^o total 

were the tiOTltor 1.0*3, with the remainder divided between city 

and cl^gy, !•* §4»1^S (or 46*^) to the former and !*• 21,375 

(or 15.6^) to the latter, ft is a tribute to the entrenched 

Interests of city and clergy that their portions were only in­

creased in lW5^4e
The 1420 stattttes had made no provision for the separate 

estirao organisation and dadie payment of the clergy, and these 

dated from 1424, ordered as the solution to quarrels vhich had



arisen in the recent city qstlino^ compilation over their assess­ 
ment en<5 contribution, in urtiich the Commtne had proposed taxing 

clergymen on their cloth, as a gainful profession!49 antagonism 

and the close pursuit of sectional advantage Icept tho issue 

srcoulderih<r, The clergy as a ^bole claimed to be losing tax-paying 

waltht and a jncalg of 10 Hard* 1450 answered their co niaint 

at the alienation of ecclesiastical property by ruling that 

transactions between clergy and laymen - in either direction ~

shoald respect the original estimo listing of the property c on-
450 cornea, fttis ^&$ to avoid re-opening the question of dadie

shares, towards which all argument over the transfer of wealth 

fro?* one estimo list to another eventually led, provoking demands 

for the redress of the totals assigned to the different f bodies %

Though the Padman clergy appear to have contemplated an 

attempt to loror their share at the city fs expense in 1469^^ 

their main problem was essentially another, the passage of bene­ 

fices into Venetian liands and as/ay fro?*, paduan tax**paylng* in 

October 1467 th© Siptioria ordered Venetians holding Paduan bene­ 

fices, if they were on the tax lists of neither capital nor 

province f to pay dadie vith the latterl52 B«t this proved no 

solmtiom, and in 1468 the Avoriadori di Copals reform of the 

Padman camera brought attention in Venice and Padua to bear on 

the problems TOT© than fifty of the province's major benefices, 

including Fa<!ma fs bisfioprie and cafeonries, paid two decime a 

year in Venice, leaving the other benefices to pay !x>th decime 

and the clergy # s share of the dadie - the latter with arrears of 

fc, 100,ooc f growing by t« 6,000 p*a* The Senate upheld the
decision to reconstitute the clergy etirn and include

these benefices,
The FaduaB city Council had favoured the r ttsrn of this 

walth to provincial tw*f®yi®$t hoping to pap.-; so-ie of the 

citV ts <tedie share onto a strong tlieaed clergy or.timo, and Connune 

and clergy agreed to a later adjustment of the dadie* 9 division 

if the nev er.tim should justify it; 5 it tres sufficiently com­ 

plete for its UBO to be ordered in 1491, but the adjustment of



dadio chares becarte the subject of an intermittent wangle, in 
which the Council claimed a reduction of the city*s share to

compensate for an alleged L, 4,000 increase in the clergy's 

overall rating. The general crisis of the dadie administration 

in 1505 added urgency to the settlement of an undoubtedly woari- 

sorae dispute, which the Senate therefore delegated to a special

committee,^ith the Colieftio btasy on nor® grossing matters. After 

delayed and dilatory hearings the committee's proposed solution, 

i» February 150a f was a fresh division of the dadie between all 

three bodies. Nothing could have been better calculated to inftir- 

iate the Padmams, ^hose battle with the clergy had be<m in the 

nature of in-fighting between the two privileged sections of the 

province's tax-payers. 5* They had not b@em alone in reckoning 

the clergy under-taxed in proportion to their wealth*5^- butt 

now the claims of the terri^wig had found dangerous support 

in the capital, threatening the fiscal privilege of both city 

and clergy.
Hesitancy on the territoggle's part, together with the 

weight of bureaucratic inertia and the city fs position of strength, 

had hindered the advancement of claims for a reduction of the 

Fadovano's dadie share? the crisis IE exaction at the turn of 

the centitry served to gaim more radical proposals a hearing in 

Vehice, thomgh the demands then pressed followed an aceamnlatioii 

of precedent. Against the constant tendency for property to 

more from the fadovaao to the city estliap, more thrcmgh citizens* 

purchases than migration from the coaatryside, fla dug rural 

taxes (corv^es and military d&es) f there stood a Senate law of

14^5 hereby citizens* acqmisitions of property OB the terrltorlo
456 tax lists shoB^d continue to pay there*

Put the lau? by Itsolf offered scant protection,, and init­ 

iatives from the padovano to take a hand in the valuation of 

its fiscal resources or their contribution met urith poor success 

at the beginning of our period. A daman-1 for participation in
A^t

the fraoghljs compilation was tiirown out?3/ <o/hll" proceedings in 
Venice initiated by some distrettj in 1474 and uei to >btain



odjnstnonts of the o-verall estino division can© to 

The city, on the other hand, pursuing its grievances against 

Venetian and ecclesiastical ac tinralatioB of property, reserved 

for itself the L. 9, 200 p.a. ^/ith which the Signoria had in 1446 

compensated the province for property lost to the egtino through 

Venetian purchase, The dadie accounts for 1486-^93, though clearly 

indicating Venetian property on both city and territprio^ lists. 

as evidence that Venetian gains had also been at the expense of 

the Padovamo's fiscal resources, show the city*s share as 

l*» 9*|925 9 with the teryitorio^ unaltered at i. 51,30o159
But it was in the more t: €. h s e. atiaosphere of fiscal organ** 

isation in the 1480s that favourable signs appeared, >?hen the 

Padovaao was agitating for a long^overdue reform of the 

authority in Venice detected an apparent '••

in fiscal sharing which the city was at pains to explalnf in 

1488, a year ^fter this incident, the city saw fit to commit 

itself on paper to tersns sought by the territorio to regulate

the J^ransfer of propcjrty* rronfirwed in 1489 by the
_£ C.-J I »V\ O -. .

these provisions admitted /j transfer only in th© case of distrott"*

gali. fortiially created citizens t demanded compensation in the 

dadifj. shares for s^cli cases in ftiture as imll as fcxr six recent 

and invalidated all otho? transfers made since 14 5,

even if authorised by the s.ifnoria, Rettori or Fadman

t from the .tgrr i tor lo * s point of view, this 
was stronger in promises than results* Property transfers from 

the Padovano to the city estiao coat t sued 0 especially on the pre­ 

text of rights which the agreement had taJeeit too little ac ount 

oft these were the rights of certain of the city*s privileged 

professions - masons* carpenters, wine^porters and cowiandadorl - 

to move their raral property onto the urban tax lists* Transfers, 

if officially sanctioned, required the re-distribution of dadie 

shares among the villages and ^istretti, vhich resented not only 

the trahsfers but any redistribution undertaken without their

The whole issue was in fact again before the council



in I4'))f its urgency aggravated by Venetian fiscal pressure, 

tares tigat ion of the dadie f 3 administration, and the ^addvano f s 

obvious difficulty in meeting its share of the tax, TR 1501 

the Council offered further promises s as by the terms of 1489, 

the standing estitno lists ware to remain valid, with transfer 

orders frozen, pending a new gating to incorporate legitimate 

transfers, and settlement of another question (the tax liability 

of Venetians* houses of habitation in the province)^*

In the general a : nosphero of reform in £ 'seal organisation, 

and dissatisfaction in Venice with Paduan efficiency, the natter 

es.tim hail also corae to the attention of the Poyoditorl

1 rf, ..£ JDS£g » TH&0 wished to open a general inquiry in Venice, 

citing the Council as interested party rather than seat of 

authority* Faced vdth further delay, and a grave threat t-- its 

competence on fiscal mttars a^= veil as to t'ie city's tasc domln-

©nce of the territorio, the Council reacted as Verona had im

1475 to the gigtre*- •;ur.li»s proposal of a general revision of
it

share? , by calling the iratlTo ».,. provocare multitudlnen

ad contentionem*^5 rt apparently nmcceodee in avoiding the 

further Involyme&t of the TgwyvggitOTig since in 1502 the Senate 

ratified terss agreed betyeen tasity and terHLtoyjo on a variety 

ef fiscal Isrnes, vhich embodied the proposals of 1501 an<"! the

pact of 14: B9, orcliring the return to its point of provenance of 

property transferred befryee*i the tax lists since 14S9, aad the 

preparation of
• The rmestion of the re-distrlbntlof of dadia shares was 

thus deferred and the city set to work to obtain the most ad­ 

vantageous terms possible, its representatives lit Venice, as 

iel.1 as the aeystati ad ut Ilia in Padua, were repeatedly em­ 

powered to conclude an agrecjment with the territorio, and the 

paths trie** included arbitration by tke influential former 

Captain of the city, Marcantonio norosini. The city bargained 

hardt an agreement draughted in ir>03 f apparently Mm effective, 

utWild have left the fadof&fto vith the same dariie quota an before, 

less only the property of nev citisens, with sone provision for



1*7

rebate for property incorrectly transferred to the city lists 

over the last thirty years j in all other respects the terras of 

1489 were to be binding, when settlement was reached in November 

of the following year, it represented a victory for the cityjf 

the territorio*8 claimed t. 4»000 reduction la its dacllo share 

was reduced to t. a t6QO, it renounced any share in the I*. 99200 

credited anrmally to the city for property passe*.! off the prov­ 

incial tax lists into Venetian hands, and any readjustment in 

its favour if the city succeeded in forcing up the clergy's 

dadie portion* The guarantees in its favour were rack as before, 

though now only $«&> citisems* property could be transferred from 

Padatpano to city estJCTQi all other acquisitions by citizens 

were to remain on the jb£ETltorio lists if they originally belonged 
there?67

Giveu the harshness df these terms, the padovano no doubt 

welcomed the suggestion of the Senate's com it tee in 1308, to 

review the division of the dajie« But the crisis of war overtook 

the Venetian state j affairs of greater urgency pushed aside 

questions $£ this nature, whose complexity aad polemical cAa<xc><x- 

anyway made authority in the capital relttctant to deal with them,

i constantly emphasised - to innovate any thing con­

trary to established custom, mertia, vestec3 interest and 

laa concern for the contentment of the subject cities* political 

classes were on the council fs side, and remained so after the 

upheavals of the league of carabrai. The terms agreed ia the pre­ 

war years adjusting the dadie totals apparently lapsed, and for 

effective redress of the imbalance the Padovano had to wait until 

1565. A re-settlement in 1554 merely switched L. 1,03!) from city 

to clergy. But in 1560 an fsttoa w»s conducted without the heavy 

per capita valuation which for lack of property constituted a 

major element In the tejcritorio fs taxable wealth. Finally, twenty 

five years later the dadie were re-as*-igneds of the u 1^6,800 

total 47.3# was the city f s, 20,82 the clergy's, 13 the adov- 

ano*s t with 18,97! discounted for property pas ed off the tax



to Venetians or othawise exempt. T.I-C--G percentage- com­ 
pare with previous shares of city 40,1:' (enjoying all the 

discount of 6,7% alicTOd in 14^6 for Venetians* property), clergy 

15.6* aad territorio 37.5*. A refmnd dae fiw city ad clergy to 

the Padovano, backdated to 1548, w>s calculated at t. 576,375i69

It may be doubted ^iot:ber partial redress at that late 
stage served to relieve the countryside, uhich anyway rc?rr*ained 

burdened vith ell its further 'ftoaV and. 'perswrt* obligations; 

the political aad economic con "Otatio«s, the wholo social strtict* 

ore built arsmnd this pattern of fiscal distribution, wer»- too 
deeply established. Taring the sixteenth century the

had complained of the further passage of tax-pay img wealth away 
fro^r* fiscal contribution to the countryside? tliroagh the acquis­ 

itions of 7enetiams and Padaaa C'?tlseissl70 The redistribution

of 15B5 vindicated t?ielr claims? ami Vemtora sugars ts that the 
imbalance wss greater than this re-settlement admits, calculating 

from tfoa wcsaltfe declared in the gstiag of 1544*48 that a fair 
division tmld have given the city 5".5'/-» the cloggy 31 «5/' and 

tte Padotatto 9:' of tine 4adle totall71
'• Already in t-ie fifteenth ceatary the dlstrettuali had to 

find !!OTe ?>er t»lra of declared wealth than the citisens in order 

to pay tlteir toilet proof enough of imbalance 9 though the chang­ 
ing proportions of t^c distribution of wealth between the •'bodies* 

of the ostiTO are necesoarily difficalt to trace ..,I».!i
.Of course not all capital wealth b^lomged to raduans, Venetians 

and ctmrctoefi, Imt as the Padaan coaneil admitted In 1502, the 

territories failure to 0©et its dadie obligations w^s *..« qula

solas porsonas habcmt districtoales et HOE bona*i7'2 yhile the 

city paid dadi© at rates varying between t 6 amd L 7 18 soldi 

per Lira of estimo every year - D*6f. and n.795i •f declared 
tlpital wealth, the territorio paid more* if in 1432 its wealth 

was computed as four hundred and eight jfapgttjit eoch ro->r«M«ting 

L. lo t '-;-oo f a ycar f s da^ie repow^ept 1.26"'. of declare-:, capital 

wealth, But in 14-2 the fuogM — •- *o throo $mndred» amd in 1502 

tvo hundr>3d and sisty eight and sweii eighths, ^hicto vt«Id make



a year's £gi^cora«iMa« to 1.71* «H| l
tt declared capital voalth4?^ ^e ^ the

lot sMch it was used are perhaps too approximate to justify 

this arithmetic, vhidb suggests that the grlt«rlo ffcid

et Pyon one and three quartern to two and a half tines the rate 

of the city» Yet single examples fall vithin thi? order of 

tnagnl tilde »

* Mgtretttiale who TOved UNM ̂ wpwwapiero to ffMaa» be­ 

coming a citiaen and so transferring his property to the city

in 1488 f had declared assets of seventy four and a lialf

!i. ^,504 (or a cmart« of a foo). He had formerly

§&die of l.» 5 14 soldi every t'wo raoBtlss, abo«t 1*33$ p»a*

of his declared capital wealth, wliareas in padaa ia 14B8 the

at li. 1 4 soldi !^€r Lira of estf?io

mo&ths, totalling 0»?^4 pia* of capital wealth* 74 £ Mglier 

rate is suggested for ? !!afiselic© in 450^ » «lien tfce dadl^ exactors 

wre ordered aot to 0src0c>d !i, ^7 10 soldi i>er f^o^o in levying 

frotn the Commune of Mons»olice *• an annual rate of l,65# of 
^pital vealthf If we accept toe fuogo as corresponding to
!•• lo,ooof75

with variations as to effective tax rate araamg the distrettJL

and villarres of the Padovanof neither of those figures is of a 

conclusive, ftencsreliy applicable nature; tat t^air overall accur­ 

acy most be reco-gmij?>oc! f and some hypothesis may also be offered 

on the flight of wealth fron the ceyantryside* over a period of 

fjradtaally growing pifttlation, the Jeri^ltgajloJIs tax-paying re>-.-- 

tfcmrces - to judge by the mimber of fuo^l amd the relation 

betx-ieen rate of tax and capital wealth - apr>ear to have fallen 

by as much as a quarter , «*r aven a third* The flft^nth ceatuzy 

vas one of relative lnpo«verlsh«ient for the Inhabitants of the 

Padovano, tinlesr in the conwe of it - bat there is no reason 

to suppose this - they grew vastly noro successful in the pract­ 

ice of evasion and concealment of their assets fron the city's

in iwhat proportion the city and clergy, or venetiah



nobles and citizens, acourmalatect wealth wiille the 

lost it, and whether the province's overall taxable wealth rose, 

fell or remained stationary, arc* extremely important further 

questions t& pose, which Ventura's ca/ealatioas for the estimo 

of 1544-*! • and the dadie ro-allocatioa of 15< 5 can only answer 

in part* Anofthe* hypothesis to be tested concerns the relation 

between income and tax. if income stands in a relation of 1 t 10 

to capital wealth ~ though despite the psti.no's capitalisation 

of incomes, among virtually propertyless peasants a lower ratio 

might be nearer the truth - the Pa<3ovano f s annual tax total of 

around *j* 45 9 GOO» roughly five times its share of the dadie4y6 

aad therefore corresponding tp at least 6^ o£ its declareed 

capital wealth, night absorb 60f, or more of its inhabitants* 

anjiual incomes,••

However, the caution necessary in dealing with statistical 

data has to be mltiplied where tax declarations are concerned* 

given the circumstances in ohich information was asRe^blcd9 and 

a large discrepaitcry between declared and actual wealth should be 

supposed until the contrary is provedt ciUy lengthy vork on tlie 

fifteenth century estimp declarations - aad conceivably not even 

that - cam fully elaborate and substantiate discuss'-ion of these 

questions t u&at does efterge beyond any reasonable doubt is that 

the statistics of Table VI above, on the distribution of tax be- 

tveen cAty t clei*^ and countr>;tside f do iiadec^d require interpret­ 

ation in the light of a massive discrepancy of wealth separating 

the f irit two froa the third. ?he padovano 9 with We^ ^u 0aius to 

four fifths of the province's population an& roughly a cjuarter 

of its declared taxable wealth'9:77 paid at least half of all its 

taxe<:« If w© ejcalmde the dgg.lt but recogniao the salt tax and
r.*,,iC'"'-..

da^io dg.l_ car if 1 e boccsdQUg. as forms of direct taxation, as well 

as corv6es a^d military dues t then the padcvano's share of direct 

taxation may be reckoned as approximately two thirds, with respect
;" t , . v ,, *,

to itsj TOalth, the tor i tor to P-^ld twice as much tax overall as 

the city, six times as much in direct taxation alone i though ord­ 

ers of magnitude rather than rxrecise multiT>lor( , these Finures



Ill

carry a clear message.

III - (3) {The Limits of Financial Autonomy and mrther Fiscal
bility__oj? the city and.. _Rural.._ConjjunG3.

Hot all the ^rovince f s .fiscal obligations were the con­ 

cern of its Venetian Camera Fiscale, not all tooK the form of 

taxes paid in coin. The cladia delie .lanze was only part of the 

sums levied in direct tax, and for the Padovano ~ with its 

various *onera« and 'factioner,', 'real 1 and 'personal* ~ it 

was by no *neans the greater parti''8

The city f s privileged exclusion from contribution to cor- 

vees and military obligations left it with modest administrative 

expenses to meet - officials 1 salaries, the cost of representing 

the city's interest before Venetian authority, the protection of 

public health in tines of epidemic, and \arious occasional ite^is. 

Unlike in 33 tense Ferrara, where the Com une's responsibilities 

included paying the university teachers, the gjLgnpria kept com­ 

plete control of f4<W University's funding. 79 The restricted nature 

of the Paduan Co^ntme's expenditure WPS a direct consequence of 

the scarcity of its incomes, as the returning £2dest& of 1S49 

observed : '... s' molto povera, et per dir mealio mendica la 

conwuait£ di Padua? non ha altro del suo, che una sola casetta, 

la cual credo gli paghi 14 ducati di fit to; tutte le speso de f

ambassador!, ministri et altre cose necessarie che convengono
* &f\ 

far si pagano sopra la daia.,, '"* ' '
So the city's position of fiscal nrlvUege over the terri-» 

torio gave a form of security, but in the absence oP com- unal 

property to administer it had very limited public fundr, at its 

disposal; tbe com^mne's roie in the collection of dirnct tax on 

Venice's behalf brought only modest gain?, to the city's Cag°a, 

whatever the private profit of the individuals involved. This 

relative" poverty of the cowune appears to have beon the pattern 

in other major -'.rban centres of the lerraferrna too? as Venture 

observe?, institutions of miblic interest - the rioTftijU piet^ 

and luoghi pii-af. forded greater scope for the city nobilities'



to control public raoacys

The Paduaa Conmune's income from public property in the 

years before /gmadello, though not literally Pron »... una sola 

casetta', seems to have amounted to little 2iore1a!? *-hatdter the 

former extent, and causes of erosion of communal property , it 

was an area of jurisdiction over which Venetian government gradu­ 

ally asserted its competence, through protective legislation, 

through occasional sales, and through a growing netvuorfc of 

leases which T/ere nearly all - -where the province of Padua was 

concerned - conducted iff;)8apital by offices such as the Eason 

2££k|£ rothcsr than by the local Camera Fiscaley 3 Another former 

source of income uas no longer at the city's disposal except by 

special concession, Miiile its collection and expenditure were in 

any case administered by the camera .Fiscale: inhere the proceeds 

of court fines had formerly belonged, to the co,anune t (and some­ 

times in part to the accuser and judge? of a convicted criminal)*

profitted in the

Thc- cit^' f s major and only dependable source of revenue was 

therefore t'?e da dig dellc^ .,laa^ _e , ^lich offered the Corrrtane a 

certain margin of income for its own expenses t beyond ^at was 

d&e to the Cr^ierA _F '^scale » ©fee recognised form of reward fox* 

the collector appointed by the Cormme was a five per cent comnisr 

ion on taxes paid late ? ou^cL T >. 1,000 p. a* from this source 

trere due to tlie city w evidence of the frequency of delayed pay- 

aentC85 As veil; as these L. l,ooo, the city also disposed of 

the margin of yield over due resulting from the dadie imposed 

on the urban eatimo's taxpayers; the rate of exaction ^/as vari­ 

able according to need, since tlie Council might authorise temp­ 

orary increases , but the bar.e rate - stable through saost *f our 

period at !», 7 4 soldi p,a. per I.* l f OOO of afl!*eflr.ed capital 

wealth -' t/as Intended to provide for the city's ordinary admin­ 

istrative needs as well as satisfying the 0
Though it is tempting to seek for sectional interest and 

private "advantae in the records of smnicipal finance and its



uses, any demonstration of this tendency is merely confirmation 

of a broader pattern of power-sharing and attitudes to public 

office in the terraferma . There is no denying Ventura's general 

thesis that the city councils and therefore their spending re­ 

presented the interests of an influential but narrow selection of 

citizens, while the conduct of their nominees t© financial posts 

was by no means irreproachable*87 r^t it would be incorrect to 

dismiss the considerable expense of Padua's representation before 

the Signoria as evidence of pandering to leading citizens 1 litig- 

iousness or thirst for public employment, when for example the 

Council's efforts to guarantee the city's supplies of grain or 

firewood were clearly more than the greedy or disappointed lobbying 

of urban renders« Similarly, the temporary increases in Padua's 

dadie rate approved by Council and Rettori often served to finance 

the plague hospital and emergency services during periods of 

epidemic!88

> These temporary increases were few, vtfAk the contribution 

available^Sllection of the ordinary dadie not cdbu)6asinsuff icient 

even for petty expenses, and recourse to private borrowing was 

sojaetimes necessary. yet the Council was reluctant to,impose 

extra dadie beyond the base rate necessary to satisfy the Venet­ 

ian Camera F iscale. The increases voted added only a few soldi 

for a matter of months, to meet specific needs which the Council 

wanted to believe exceptional, though they often differed only 

in scale and not in character from normal expenditure, especially 

when representation of the city f s interests before higher author­ 

ity was at sta&ei^c indeed, by the end of our period certain of 

the supplementary dadie imposed raised revenue for virtually
49ftrun of the mill expenditure;"7 ,

This tendency may be explained by what appears to have been 

a considerable increase in the Commune's spending over the half 

century considered in this study. Ambiguous registration hinders 

clear reading of the accounts of expenditure, but - v/ithin the 

limits of approximation - the totals for 1469, 1488 and 1505 .
400

show a steady progression from L. 1,500 to L. 3,000, to L, 5,000^



These figttros are Significant as an indication of a long-term 

tread, since there were considerable fluctuations fror.i one year 

to another according to the incidence of t>lagiie f or costly 

battles of prestige as ouch as practical advantage fought against 

neighbouring provinces over boundaries and vater courses,

The city u»as never generous rdth salaries or pensions. 

Poor or meritorious petitioners of tfce Council -^GTO rewarded

wore readily witb grants of public of rice or tax exemption than
1 »3 nonqy, Public officials* gain derived largely from charges

levied in the execution of their duties, though salaries were 

paid to the de%u t a t i L ad ̂ u t i 1 i & and their notary, the chancellor, 

and the ga^aro of the public grain findaco, aa»ong otters, The 

increase apparent in the CcrtmriG's spending yas duo in part to 

the rebuilding of the Council's lorrqia or me-. -ting chamber, 

.financed by extra daclie after 1495f ̂  but largely to the spell­ 

ing costs of representation before the Signer la in Venice, 

(synptcnatic of trends in the shifting balance of effective 

power ir* government bett/een capital and proviiice), nihich store 

than tripled between 1469 and 1505"! 5
The loggia was the Con- mine's only independent construction 

project, and ttie city was almost completely dependent for the 

maintenance of its public buildings and places on the Si

a fact which was in all probability relented at a time whoa 

noble paduans* pride in tlieir crwa and their city's identity was 

teadiag to seek material, external forms of exwesrion. An 

absurd deB*oadtration ox dopattde»ce is provided by the Council's 

petitiojg to the 3_ignoria in 148? for funds with vhich to build 

a public lavatory outside the courts, duly approved by the

Senatel 95
whatever the importance ir, urban organization ox Sie c 

^, or neighbourhoods, BO sign has sugrrested that the

deployed funds of <^ny substance, for construction work or any 

other purposei 9^ The camera { dei .J^yojTlc^i a^peers to have been 

an extfcusion o^ Venetian authority in tfce city, ans^rerable to 

and f iaaiiced by the Rettorj and canera riscalef^8 If we exclude



the f'oiito di ~iet& and luocrhi oil fro*n our reckoning, Papuans 1 

role in admniste-ing their city's public finances was minimal. 

Their power of the purse was all but denied* and this, rather 

than tfcs unsurprisingly lax administrative staadayds governing 

the conduct of the Cora une f s financial officers, was the crucial 

point for contemporaries - at least those whose opinion counted^99

Among these officers, the dadie exactor appointed by the 

Council aad approved by $he si gloria was vastly more important 

than the gassagg and Quaderaiere responsible for the day-to-day 

administration of tiie Comnune's moneys!?00 Though his office ^as 

created later than theirs, be was in the vital position of dealing 

with the Venetian Camera Fiscale; he became answerable to Venice 

rather than to the Comnune, for t/?e goodwill of the Si

towards tiie city as well as Padua's financial wellbeing depended 

largely ©n the success of his appointed task?0 *" since his activity 

financed the little iBdependent expenditure left to the Co^nura©, 

incliading the increasingly vital funding of repr eseataltion ia 

the capital, ai^y threat ta t^.e diTision of powers which his 

position represented, in the case of Yeaeti.-n dissatisfaction 

witb the efficiency of da, die collection, was a aireat to Padua's 

vestigial financial autonomy - a poiat to remember when we con­ 

sider relations between the SiRoria and city Coiincil ou the
Sof dadie col'ection^

As w- have observed, the ter.j?i toy Jo's fiscal burden was 

vastly greater, vith its various real and personal obligations; 

vhile tbey undoubtedly gave it a higher fiscal turn-ever than the 

city, very little of it could be said to be in any significant 

way undr*r the village? • control. The city couacillora, believing 

themselves aad the city at large to be abundantly taxed, vere 

at least able to limit the Ccirune's spending, and ,,ith it direct 

tax over and above the da^ia,^SilSjL2SS£» to a fev huhdred ducats 

6 year* But tJie aUovauo's touur. an--3 villages ha;l nc choice except
*i»Mllrf.,Bt«h *» .A.K-fi , . 

J

to pay their sfcare of tSie dadla dolle l^iiae aacl at loa-^t t\v»ce as 

much again ia military dues, corvues and cor»ti» of .,ovcrnncnt<



whose imposition and even distribution they were virtually im- 

able to influence^'3

i ? ere specialised research may reveal \siiat the urban sources 

consulted for this study largely omit, by providing case-histories 

©f individual Padovano ecnaraunes' finances durina this period. 

For present purposes, we may draw on tfce summarised cuaatitative 

data reported in Table VI (p t i^ ), amplified by indications in 

Paduan and Venetian legislation and administrative practice, and 

the evidence of locrl examples' in support of treads observed in 

.ether, comparable situations, vie have established that the 

ter rtori.o co'r-,mes» fa ulty of coining their own srtiird vas 

by no r.eans a guarantee of fair fiscal sharing within the rural 

com-'unities, with exemption and. evasion combining as sources of

dasiage, triiile villages and distretti were ar> likely to contest_^^ *> —————
oae another f s\of tax before city authorities as to protest in 

concert: again?-. t their cverall burden^0^

A quest ir.n that can .©t be answered vivh precision is to 

Tuhat er.tont income fron co^mnal prot^er^y contributed, to allev­ 

iate fiscel demaads on the rural coT^ruries. Verona's allegations 

©f 1473, that co T.Tonal property in the Veronese c^ald stiff ice
R;r>«s

to rtischar'frre oil fiscal denandr., are the product of rhetoric;^*' 

'?jjG open plain-land of the Padovano favoured acces - and iatarfer- 

ence froia the city, and therefore facilitated economic (and pol­ 

itical) uo^inance of the villages by urban landowners. Hot only 

Venetian legislation on ccr^nmal property but also local examples 

support the view that citisens* accurmlati.on of rural estates 

vas often at the expense of the villages* c^-anon lands, a process 

favoured if fiscal pre»s»ape - certainly present in the paclovano - 

or severe contracts of tnnure recuircd villagers and vil'iages to 

borrow from citizens5
: • . nnl^s and until the contrary is dofaonstrated, it is reason­ 

able to suppose that taxation in noncy ^rd personal services 

were the principal resource? with which the Padovano met its 

further fiscal obligations, ?he various military tares and dues



?7

already boon asiply discussed, and it o$ly regains to 

••phasiae the very narrow limits o£ administrative autonomy 

left to t*ie villages in their execution, city a ttlaorities alloc­ 

ated troops to billets, wli le l&e conversion of aervices to 

nso;n«y equivalent f avowed the emergence first of special coll­ 

ectors and then of legislated rales ahu rates. The various forms 

of conscript duty were decreed £ro»a OH high, and the villages 

jNquired to contribute -flea and 

;• As to corvyeSf Berengo's judgement of the eighteenth 

century Venetian state is no less applicable to 'ow periods 

f ».. quella delle fasioni era senaa clabido la iitiposta piu iniqua 

del si'->tena 'tributario veneto, perch6 cadeva con tut to il suo 

peso sui comtni rural i - ch'erano di gzan lunga piCi poveri di 

quell i tirbani - senaa alciui corrispettivo, e senaa ciie spesso 

i lavori cotapiuti riuscis ero di alcran ijiova^ento ai c**

For lack of frequent recordocl travellers' observations at tl'iis 

, ti-:iei.''e is little easily accessible iadependoat iiiformation 

wliich to check the execution of the many statutory provis­ 

ions concerning roads f bridges, v/atercourses and t'ielr

vigilance -jitbia the distyetti was the task of the local
»t i n

and Vicarsi*
-..- • : - Ho-4'cvcr t the stimulus and in certain, cases the effective 

command and res feasibility for stain tenance- worlc not infrequently 

came to depGKd. on the Venetian governors of radua; ^ore rarely 

authority ia the capital ^as involved. The sta^.-tes could not 

envisage every contingency i and their provisi^p^any^ay required 

interpretation and enforcement according to circumstances, The 

Coai'-une of padua also exercised some authority over the execution 

of corv&es, but la practice tiiis appears to *iavc- anointed to the 

formulation of recnaests for Veaetian decision on specific issues, 

and the appointtseut of citisens to supervise najor veriest11 

„,,. * itoluctant performance of rorvifir. and disputes over their 

sharing were act uncon cn f witji the city's privileged position 

occdfttonally but frAltlcr.Gly contested, citizens were arguably
•

the -lain beneficiaries oil maintenance work on roads and rivers



through the province,-aid the;/ also contributor- voiawlcably 

little to the *apl:«ep of their own wbPn cabals and stroots 

Quarrels and resulting Inaction produced adverse effects on 

the<se isrbaa watcroays* malntoYiance, OD v;.pfce-vj of the 

canal , and on repairs necessary In tiie sout tores t of the province 

to river banks breached in the war o.? rez*ra:?a - to nane sorae of 

t!?@ ?^re israortant: examples roco^^^o?13 public and private int­ 

erest night mingle, or clash - through the Inclusion of private

s:* ?o^cmo« among pablio tables, OT sabotage of work on 

orcourses Feared dangex»ous to particular arenas oi4 ostatos 

and major remedial ^?ork might prove necessary as a re-ult oJf 

indi.Yirlaals* activities in draiRlng os» catering their laads, . 

and facilitating or obstructing the fl^¥ o£ w?t tor courses - the 

case of t'^e ?,otta 5abaci^.na wye* on the Adl'je?1^

The*e vero perennial problems, no toabt c®1^."on to public 

1 organisation everywhere, biit certain a; 3 pect? of the prov- 

<! corv6en in the fifteenth century reflect changing cii?csui- 

stanccn dao to the Venetian conquest. The capital nou; stood 

behind Pa-tha as a point ol* reference for disputes ndtliin tliG 

province $ and -gticre before the cities of the te£rc.i?e:;.^a had 

qxi^r^elloc! or reltictantly connultod wit:i one another over the 

control oP rivers, the ^i^iioria was now arbiter of contending 

iato»ests f s^vancing its OTWI, bait nlso socking to cor5.ciliate 

the ne§:]^ a»^ wll-bev.ng of the dif i"erent provinces - in ti;e case 

of tlio Rotta Sabadina at the trarn or 'che fifteenth cev-tury, Padua 

and the Polo^Ine?1^
/.."*'- Another consequence of the creation of the tey-afe^ia state 

was tlie iiavolverieiit of itf- conpoiaet provinces in o?.cl» other's 

major vrorks, espsciolly ^en the.se were planned with Venetian 

benefit In mind* Corv6es within t^e Padovano wsre perhaps no 

heavies;1 than before - tKo^gh tjhe iiifreqtiont incidence of so«ie
I - «« rj

rondors calculation spaculatlvoj .;>uch work as ue^ required in 

otaer provinces was lilcely to be nore or less nilitazy in char- 

actor, so that the clirtinctJ.on between c®rv6o7 and tuo service of 

§ua :'tatori vas not a cloar one - as in Friuli in 1



These occasional extra demands for work at a greater 

distance perhaps encouraged the replacement of personal service 

by money payment, and the contracting of assigned shares, for

which there is already some evidence in the execution of corv6es
519 

within the province. More important in a political context, they

caught the attention of the city Council, ^yhose interest - as 

with military taxe - was to protect the Padovano f s econonic 

resources and workforce against demands likely to damage it,
R9f\

and so tpo its landowners? This was the case in 1486, when 

the Council opposed a Venetian deiaand for the Padovano*s carts 

and men to fortify the south bank of the Adige, justifying its 

viewsjby referring to the coming harvests bat eleven days later 

it sought the Si^noria+s approval in principle for the use of 

the same resources to transfer building materials to Padua, with 

which to build a new bell-tower planned for the basilica of St.
521Antonys The Padovan© also provided one sixth of the labour 

necessary for work on the waterways constituting Venice f s fire­ 

wood supply route from the Trevi^'ano and Friuli, in 1486 and 

1488; in I486 the touncil protes ted a 34 m, eft another demand for 

work on the Adige defences at the Torre Harchesana, pleading 

the peasants* prior commitment to work on the land?22

But in the same year the Paduans were forced to change their 

tune, when the Senate decided to solve long-standing problems 

over the input of fresh water into the lagoon - a matter of no 

direct concern to the Paduans - by shifting the Urenta from its 

outflow opposite the capital to a new course whose mouth was 

opposite chioggia. The citizens in the Council, their jackets 

threatened by the requisitioning of land, by the prospect of 

flooding {correctly foreseen) and by very heavy demands on the 

rural workforce» hastened to call for the contribution of other 

provinces, arguing frora Padua's pa»ticipation in recent works

like those in FriuliS23 «
The political exchanges over the execution of schemes 

like this, (which lasted nearly twenty years)?24 or the Rotta



Sabadina dispute on the Adige, reveal the 
city Council chafing 

In its subjection to Venetian decisions; t
hey also document the 

first steps towards a more organic, region
al approach to public 

vorks, though hampered by the independent 
attitudes and petty 

jealousies of the individual provinces, wh
at is also apparent is 

that the distrettuaU could v*ice their in
terests only with the 

greatest difficulty, and little hope of be
ing listened to. Their 

part in the execution of tasks imposed on 
them was a passive 

one, with city officials Intervening to admi
nister wherever super­ 

vision offered the scope for suitably pres
tigious or gainful 

office, and threats issued against failure
 to comply with the 

set round of works at a more local level.

This brings us to consider briefly the fin
al aspect of 

th$ Padovano's fiscal burden: the money ne
cessary to meet the 

cost of government. This was formed of a h
eavy crop of salaries 

and expenses at the level of both village 
and distretto. swollen 

by the need for representation in the city
 and its courts, with 

perhaps the cost of recovering property di
strained for tax debt,

or of meeting citizens* legal claims for d
amage to their rural

525 
property. A large part of the figure allowed in Tabl

e VI for

expenses of government, (no doubt variable, but confirmed to 

be if major importance in the comparable c
ases of Tregnag© and 

Lotta),** Vas due to a special class of fiscal middl
emen, hand­ 

somely paid to discharge the villages 1 dues to $he fisc, bat 

far froa punctilious in doing so527 TO wha
t extent they existed 

to fill this function fifty years earlier w
e cannot be certain? 

perhaps ruuch less, since the territorio ap
pears then to have 

been virtually at the direct mercy of the 
city's collector and 

fiscal officials with regard to the methods
 and terms of payment 

°* *^e fladie and dazio dei carri e boccadec
jo - as we shall see 

more fully in Section 5?28 But whether for
mally in the employ 

of the Camera Piscale, the city's collecto
r or the villager, 

whether citizens or local men with standin
g and an eye to profit, 

raid ileiaen always abounded in tax-levying, 
vastly swelling the 

suras the Padovano had to pay529



The data on costs of government in Table VI raay therefore 

stand, as at least an approximation, till further evidence ia 

produced, im conclusion, it seems a hollow use of the terra 

'autonomy* t© suggest that the collection and disbursement of 

sizeable sums for administrative expenses, most of them effect* 

ively imposed on the Padovano and serving primarily to maintain 

a political order which merely used the villages, can be said to 

represent a significant degree of finacial autonomy, any more 

than the execution ©f prescribed corv&es and Military obligations,

III. ~ (4.1. < Churchmen^ Venetians, and Their Payment of Direct
Taxation*

Since the payment of direct tax by the clergy was not the 

Paduan Commune's responsibility, it may be reviewed separately 

as a brief prelude to discussion of the main task of dadie 

collection, confided by Venice to the city, A similar distinction 

is justifiable with regard to the Venetians assessed on the 

provincial gsjEirais while never formally constituted into an 

independent *body f at this tine, as the clergy were, they were 

in practice a sufficiently separate category to merit individual 

attention here, together with the general question of Venetians 1 

fiscal contribution o« evasion in the province, and the extent 

of their estates there.
The Paduan clergy paid two forms o* direct tax to the 

state: the dadi,a ^eiie^lagge at L, 21,375 a year, and dec&me 

of approximately D, 3,50 (L* 21,700) p.a,, occasionally 

supplemented by specially authorised Papal decide?30 Their share 

in the dadia dated, from the tax's initial imposition on the 

province, while decide were a later addition. The craestion of 

the clergy's contribution to the deciraa had been cause of some 

controversy after its introduction in s/enice in 1463; but by 

the end of the decade papal consent had been secured for an 

annual levy on the benefices of capital and terraferma of two 

decime. with a yield of about :>. lB,ooo p.a. (so that Padua's 

share was perhaps one fifth of the total)?3 .Although the com-



bined weight of the two taxes was not necessarily excessive 

in relation to ecclesiastical wealth, the clergy - as we have 

observed - faced the impatient solicitations for payment 

•f touring financial inspectors sent from Venice in the 1470s 

and 1480s to remedy the slow yield of routine collection. Then 

the mission of the Avogadori in 148B drew attention to the un­ 

fair distribution of clerical tax in the province, mainly due 

to Venetians 1 possession of virtually all the richest benefices 

with their consequent withdrawal from contribution to the dadie?32

The return ©f the major bemefices to the provincial tax- 

lists should have rectified the shortfall in payment, for they

represented considerable wealth: the bishop of Padua, with re­ 's 'V3
venue?, ©f D» 6,000 to 7,000, paid decime ©f D. 900 a year* But 

the arrears accumulated were substantial! L* 62,000 of decide 

in 1483, and &. 96,000 of dadie (L. 100,000 in 1488), and
C *> A

difficulties in payment appear to have continued after 1490-; ^ 

According to Sanudo, in 1498 the Paduan clergy made terms to 

pay ©f L, 57,OOO ©f arrears, (he does not specify whether dadie, 

decime, ©r both)f^ and clerical tax debt continued t© occupy 

special fiscal officials sent t© Padua fro® the capital, as well
cn^r

as a special collector of arrears?^0

5 This lasting record of default was due in part to the 

relative weakness of forced levying mechanisms: in the absence 

of willing contribution, enforced collection was complicated by 

the inalienability of benefices' principal assets, which obliged 

authority to sequester revenues instead of capital wealth* 

Other causes were exploitation ©r inefficiency in lay or external 

administration ©f ecclesiastical property, deviating or dissip­ 

ating incomes?37 the delaying tactics of incumbents - Venice 

therefore made successive holders of benefices liable for their 

predecessors' arrears?38 rmd also the power of position - the
5^9

rich were lifcely to be the most recalcitrant?

The dadie and decime were the responsibility of separate 

collectors, both drawn - initially at least - from among the
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clergy. But the collection of tax, like the compilation of

the clergy*s estimi (the same was apparently used for both 

dadie and decime). was subject to a considerable measure of 

intervention by secular authority?41 POor yields spurred 

Venice to rapidly extended direct intervention in the proced­ 

ures of levying, with relatively little opposition. The city 

•••ttcil's attitude towards clerical taxation was generally of 

indifference ©r outright hostility, and unless in critical vein 

for reasons of its ©\vn was unlikely to champion any plea that 

the clergy might have made to protect its fiscal autonomy or 

protest against heavy taxation?42 strongly united opinion oa 

these issues was anyway unlikely among the clergy, given the 

»a«y Venetians in their midst, and with a number of them paying 

their decime in Venice rather than in Padua, closer state control 

and liason between capital and province was necessary to co­ 

ordinate the organisation and registration of payment?43 

& , The haad of the state was particularly evident in the 

practice ©f sequestration of benefices* revenues, occasionally 

used as a means to dadie payment in pre-decirae days, but regul­ 

arly ordered after 1465 to obtain decime from the terraferira
C 1 <•" '

clergy?**" in the months before the harvest incomes were sequest­ 

ered in the name of the fisc pending payment of taxes dfce, to 

be released subsequently by individual orders of *relaxetur f 

as the debts were paid, ©r laymen constituted themselves financial
§45

guarantors of payment within a stated term;^ Host often it was

the Savii alle Cagy.de whose authorisation was necessary for thisT~" «-«----««---«----««--
lifting of sequestration orders,**

Adainistratifce correspondence of these decades reveals 

something of a tangle ©f orders and rulings over decline ratings, 

exemptions and payments by the Senate, Signoria. Savii alle Cazude, 

city governors and collectors - everyone barring the Patriarch 

of Venice, nominally in charge ©f Texr ̂ e^ t«v^ many of the

niatters decided?47
The transition to lay collectors was swift. In 1469 the



Senate ordered the Ret tori and Camerlenghi of the Venetian cities 

to take a hand in the collection of decine arrears, offering 

thdra as a» incentive to action two per cent of the money raised?48 

The use of lay collectors w?>s urged on Rettori. edxrwv^ the foll­ 

owing year when the Senate, upset at interventions by the prelate 

naiaed as principal collector by the Pope, declared *.,. non est 

sustinendun ut alii plus possint in statu nostro cream nos Ipsi'f4^ 

While the annual visits ©f officials from the capital ad -ed seas­ 

onal stimulus to collection, the city RrtterjPs and gamer lenghi a s 

share in responsibility" and reward becarae standard practice, and 

in 1^78 the Senate legislated to brimg decime administration 

more f irmly within the ordinary routine of the Canere

Then in 1483 the financial inspect©* Prancesco Badoer was sent 

on his tour of the provinces with the instructions S*. ben vi 

ricdrdemo et cmssi volem© fazate in tmtte le terre nostre ove 

havete andare che alt^to preti non scuodi i denari nostri, ma 

si seculari**^ The result was the appointment in Padhaa of a
CKO

permanent lay collector, the Venetian Luca Posca,

c His nomination was part of a series of measures intended 

t© instil efficiency into exaction ©f tax from the clergy, to 

clear past arrears and guarantee future receipts. Surveillance 

and intervention frora the capital were much in evidence 553~ 

bat the accumulated debts tended rather to grow, posing a major 

problem for the Avoffadori in 148 8 5 j4 posca retained his job as 

decide collector, following precedent in taking more than his 

permitted share for his reward (which the sicpaoria later attempted 

to recover )|^ and collection appears t© have been little more 

efficient after these administrative changes than before,

*" * It is interesting to observe, as comparison will teveal, 

that although the collection of clerical decirae and dadie came 

under closer Venetian control than the dadle in the Paduan cora- 

nmne f s charge, it was not, as a result, any better conducted. 

Yields were compromised by the methods of levying, sunk into a 

yearly rhythra of sequestrations of limited usefulness. There were 

recalcitrant or impoverished tax-payers, expense and abuse in



ced levying? the dubious honesty of collectors; tbe growing 

involvement of offices in Venice, of touring officials fron the 

capital, and the substantial: passage of control over collection 

t© the C_a^era Fiscale, all maintained the momentum of clerical.

taxation but could not free it from considerable loss and wastage,

There was one aspect of clerical taxation in which the 

Paduan Coufmtsine took a regular and friendly interest, as part ©f 

its patronage ©f the city*s chmrche^ and luoghi pii; it pressed 

deserving claims for tax exemption before tbe Signoria* while 

the close binding of the church to secular control in fiscal 

matters was under iably motivated by pragmatic, financial needs, 

the guiding philosophy was - without any contradiction - charact­ 

erized by pioms and benevolent respect for religious institutions 

recognizably useful to the cota'mnity through their prayer or

In the assigning of favour and exemption, Padua's position 

was for the most part a secondary one, of advocacy, since concess­ 

ions concerning dccime and dasi were the Signoria's competence, 

fhe city's hospitals and ©bfiervant religions hottses enjoyed
KCQ

exemption from dacige, and dazi privileges were also com on. ** 

The fortunes of the city f s principal hospital, S.Francesco, ill- 

mstrate the recurrent need for protection of

eges, as Venice granted, then reviewed and revised ta« concessions. 

The hospital's dadie exemption, conceded Tsfy the Council in 1482
rrQ

and periodically renewed, was not in question; ̂  brat the Senate's 

decision of i486 (to afenvfc ail dagi exemptions not obtained through 

the councils ©f state) initiated a four-ye^r campaign by the city 

in the hospital's defence, eventually successful in 1490 with 

the full confirmation of a dazi exemption originally conceded in 

1465 by simple lettera dacale.^ Similar steps wre taken to
^^ ^f & 4gg||||M|MM^MMPIMM|VflV*H"~ «»W*w*»«W«««"^P^^W^^

protect the hospital in 1505 when the Proweditori sopra le cam-
561 

ere initiated a general review of decide privileges. other

institutions to benefit fron the Council's patronage during our 

period *ere the Lazaretto (plague hospital), Ca' di Dio (foundling 

hospital), new religious foundations at Monteortone (near Abano)



and in the city suburbs at tbe Bassanello, and the Carmelite 

church In its re-building progranne?62

An altogether more inflammable aspect of fiscal policy, 

central to relations between the sinoria and the Padtaan

political class , was the controversy over the relation between 

Venetians 1 wealth in the province and the direct taxes they paid. 

It was in fact a perennially contentions issue, certainly as 

important to the city Council as its disputes with the clergy 

amd territorio over tax sharing, and complicated by contemporary 

(and later) speculation about the extent and growth of Venetian 

land-rowing and economic activity in the province. It is import­ 

ant to note at the otatset that the fiscal privilege gracing nrach 

©f the property owned by Venetians added heat to Padua f s com­ 

plaints, as well as hindering its computation,

In the early years after the fall ©f the Carraresi, it 

was ld£ t to Venetians with assets in the province to pay direct 

tax to either Padua @r Venice, and in the estirno of 1414 it was 

apparent that much of their property was undeclared or under* 

declared. Padua revested a list of those paying with the 

capital, intending to tax to the fmll all other Venetians liable j 

but in return Venice asked for a list of Venetian tax-payers, 

including those wh& had not come forward, s© began an intermittent 

exchange of claims and lists in which the Sicrnoria, intent not 

so nmch on obstructing Padua *s demands as on retaining the powers 

of decision and initiative in relations with the subject city's 

administration, failed to Satisfy its requests and craell its 

suspicions.
**•* In 1430 Venice accepted the principle of adjusting the 

annual total ®f dadie due from the province to compensate for 

the passage of property to Venetians and off the errfcimi, attempt­ 

ing to ensure that Venetian-owned wealth was taxed in either 

the capital or the province. Lists of Venetian property were 

drawn mp, first in 1430 and then In 1444, and in July 14^6 the 

Senate ruled that all acquisitions up to that date should pay



in the capital, while property accnaired subsecmently should be 

taKec! xri,th tbe province. Assets in the first category were reck­ 

oned to be worth 1. fl4»OGQ 0f income a year, and amount to 

L. 9,2CO lost to the da.die - 6,7% of the L. 136,800 total? but 

Padua vcs far from satisfied with this settlement, claiming 

even then that Venetians omect one third of the province f s 

property. There was, however, no revision of this figure till 

the sixteenth century 5^*

Ac far as the later fifteenth century is concerned, con­ 

sultation of Paduan sources alone comld not fail to smfgest that 

Venice, as concraeror of the .tg^raferma, was easily tolerant of 

Venetians 1 fiscal advantage and outright evasion at the province's 

expense. But the Paduan Council championed extreme views - n© 

more obviously than in its long, unavailing battle to subject 

Venetians* houses of habitation in the province to tax, contrary 

to ordinary practice, to compensate the estini for land lost as 

building plots and prevent fraudulent classification of houses 

leased for profit* There was nothing in these arguments to dist­ 

inguish Paduans from Venetians, except animosity, though the 

clain did rest principally on another assertion, that Venetians 

were not assessed on their persons and shomld therefore pay ©a 

their houses instead, if - as th6 Council stated in i486 - they 

were to be treated «.», tawquara cives padue 1 . The decisive ruling 

©a the question dated from 1476, but the matter remained in con­ 

tention till at least the turn of the centtryl65

Stubborness and antagonism served to distort the Council's 

attitude, and a rather nore reasonable vie\r of the situation is 

suggested by the evidence of Venice's attempts to tax Venetians 1 

terrajPertsa wealth. Qmite apart from the consultations with Padma

finally produced the 1446 settlement, the Senate had been 

ftaerally concerned to tax poorly declared mainland assets^66 and 

the laws establishing the new catasto in 1453 covered this aspect 

quite specifically, even proposing that a conrcittee tour the 

terraferma to gather information?67 In 1471 a revision of the 

catasto declarations of mainland property ^s ordered, with



against concealment, and apparently rr.any declarations 

resulted; and in 1474 the Senate called on the provinces to list 

Venetians 1 assets and send the data to the Gevernatori file 

Lntrade, for the prevention of framd56r proa at least 1474 the 

procedures for levying from Venetians lato in paying their 

decide included sequestration ©£ their terraferiaa revenues!6 9 m 

1477 and 147B the Senate authorized measures to detect the 

f *»* grandisrirai ingani«,. ne le rendede che f&ori sono de ciaesta
*

cita et del dostretto, si da terra chorae da mar, 1^0 

-;.-r •'.-'.' whereas mention of earlier lists of Venetians 1 property, 

especially that of 1430, recws in subsequent documents, there 

is no later reference to Padttan lists of the 14 70s » Most probably 

they were never completed, since officialdom was damn ted by the 

magnitude o§ the task proposed 5 and the cessation of hostilities 

in the Bast lamst have sapped the strength of purpose ace® ̂ panying 

Vonico f s search for extra retoexwe in time ©f emergency. This 

does not necessarily indicate disguised con ivaiice on the Signor~ 

ia's part with Venetians* evasion of tax for their mainland~ ! MMO

wealth; wuld the labour and cost of smch a survey \seemed jmst- 

ified?
, The 1430s saw Venetian authority in brisker and less pat-

i'iv «n.- .

lent iao3d in its dealings with provincial fiscal organization,
"571

both the Camera Fiscale and the coia^iune's collector-; 7 *
Padman Council reacted t© criticism and tougher deraands imposed 

on the collector by presenting the special Frowcditore visiting 

the city in 148$ with the documentation of a revised claiia for 

compensation to the dadie £<&* Venetians* property, retmrniag in 

effect to a claim already advanced in 1447 for L. 21,OGOV'~ 

Nothing came of this, and in its ill-hmmotar of 1488 the Council 

returned to this grievance, talking in terms of L, 20,000 - but
C /7*J

t^e claim wont malieeded by Venice-i /J insofar as the Simioria+s 

conduct over this i^sme was the product of reasoned policy, 

rather than of institutional inert la t its view von that the 

Paduaas should fulfill the conditions retired of the?, in the 

overall collection of dadie, instead of emphasizing vhat was



a rainor problem, and in effeet an encase.
In Venice, the intermittent revision of tegraferria prop­ 

erty on the decima cat as to continued; more precise definition 

was reached of the tax status of Venetians living nor^anently 

outside the city, in an attempt to reduce scope for evasion. 

Bst throughout otcr period the action against evasion enjoyed 

dabioms practical success, for ?/amt of a means of systematic 

checking; the 1499 list of public incomes shows the decima on 

•possession de fmora 1 at a meagre ')» 6,000 a year, from all the 

provinces, and ia 1503 the Senate offered xyliot amounted t© an 

amnesty for tax fraud on ^erraferma revenues, ^hich it reckoned 

to be the major area of doclme evasion? 7<*

Some Venetians j meanwhile, did pay dadie uith the province 

of patina - though here, too, there was a bone of contention, , 

that the Fadman collectors complained of great difficulty in 

extracting tax from Venetians on the es t imi , *.,. contro i qmali 

lor non hano forso <5e eonsegair le sue rascon*. in the 1460s the 

collectors .invoked the aid of Venetian authority to force them 

ta pay, and. from there the passage to direct intervention by

.Venetian officials was obvious? 7^m 1470 the Senate ordered the 
IProweditori sepra _le Camere to second the efforts of terrafcrna 

RQttori against Venetian dadie debtors; the Fadman Council ex­ 

pressed approval of this transfer ©f responsibility, and in 1472 

reqmested that the 5§jH^ajPiscc»le automatically credit the coll­ 

ector on presentation of a list of debtors?7 Venetian intervent­ 

ion became increasingly frecraont, in assistance with e-illection, 

and ia the transfer of debtors from the Conr-ane's responsibility? 77 

During or after the war of Fein-ara the collection of dr.die from 

Venetians became the permanent activitj^ of a Venetian official, 

and no longer Padua's liability - an easy step, since their 

declarations had been separately listed x/ith both er-tird (city 

and Padovanc) following a decision in 1469?78 The official con­ 

cerned vas, for much of our period, also among the staff of the

Proweditori sopra le caftere, tjhose involvement in dadie col^ct-
579 ion from Venetians continued.'



on this issue at least, tT̂ e Pad*a» QMHHUIC uas tincharact- 

istieally glad to relinmrish part of its administrative respons­ 

ibility? but the neaswo of agreement achieved vrar exceptional,

and conccrrnef* only a detail o£ Venetians* tax-paying, in vie?/ 

of t.he radaans 9 emotive convictions and forthright declarations, 

ther-e is F: «ch more general question ufcieh cannot be avoided, 

even if no ftiliy satisfactory answer can be offered. Xt may be 

assumed, if only Prom the Senate f s criticism of tho dociga cat- 

££ta» that Venetians did not pay their full due of tax oh prop­ 

erty in the province; it wr.s c?mite possible for Pactuans, t/ith, 

no systematic checking cf declarations and two separate tax-lists 

in m-se, and the additional choice of a third incide it all the '• 

easier for Venetians, cut, was their evasion as massive as? raduans

7 (war, it any ^iK^rse than their 'dm ?)'''•"" ' ; '' 

Faduan represent otivcs, before the g.igngria in 1501 to ' •

to tho imposition of tho canpatico, conplaincc! bitterly 

that Venetians and clergy each possessed one third of the prov­ 

ince's waaltli. Referring to beliefs concerning the foundation 

€>f Venice, their spokesman **„* infine disse, padoani liavcr d^ 

principiQ a quanta terra, Gt & povera al prG-.ente*580 m the 

darlc days of 1309 Priuli, lesr> ternperato than Satedo in his 

judgements, suggests that Yenetiahs o^snaed two tliirds 0£ the 

proviace'*s wealth; none vas without lands and a c0antry retreat
*iftl

in the Padovano or Trovisano; in the wealth of speculation

over the extent of Venetian land-owning in WIG province, only' 

by the mid-sixteenth contrary do we possess concordant contemp­ 

orary reports (estimates rather than detailed survey results ) t 

w^icti suggest thalr a third of the province was in Venetian hands, 582 

But hotr ^i€^i ©f this had been accumulated in the hair century

since Agnadello ? There can be no doubting that Venetians-. 1 pur­ 

chases o£ terrar«-ytna land CTPGV H0st: impressively in the century

after Agnadello, especially in the middle and later decades, and 

tiie decina records reflect this trend-
3ut the accuracy of quantative aBf-es-ments even veil after



Afnaclello is relative, especially since no clear figures 

corresponding dating can be determined for t*ie cultivated area 

of tbe province of Padua - and therefore for its overall economic
l"> $1 jtt

wealth^ IP fact the only possible answer to questions concerning 

Venetians' possessions and their tax liability in the fifteenth 

century would seara to be a series of caveats. Wo do not know the 

extent or oynershir» of legitimately tax-froa assets, raudh less 

of prof»erty successful in evasion - Gaviolo suggests 80,000 

were exempt on on® pretext or another, th«*0h fcnly

few }f tiiem frora dadie or Venetian direct tax § in 

without detailed investigation of the Venetian decirae recor^ls 

(full of information, but only for the second and subsequent 

decades of the sixtee&tli century) , the Padnan dadie figures 4v* IwT o 

an unknown i"©1"<d.: I of •• ,,, tax actually paid on wealth in tiie prov-

ince, 2t*t only do we not know tJie overall total ©f tax paid,

w© only have partial information (sound for the city, indicative 

for the territorio) concerning the different ratios relating the

various categories of the taxed f s payments to their declared

assets?*" ^ while series of considerations, therefore, i^akes the

ablation fcetyeen Venetians 1 due share of tax and their holding 

in the province f s ^alth an indirect one, and hedges it round 

with unknowns*
However, without constructing another elaborate hypothesis 

it is por.--ible to offer a little siore information, with coanents 

on its possible interpretation. The Peduan Council's recorded 

accounts of dadie collection reveal that Venetians* steadily
,^rt»**»-»*-»«W1«*»«i*' -

growing share of property on the es^ini of city and territorio 

meant that by 1493 they were paying abcmt t. 8,600 p,a. in 

drdie; and together with the discount allowed in 1446 by the 

Signoria. of i. 9,200, this adds up to at least 13-< of tbe prov­ 

ince^ tajeed wealth in V netian hands$ (if i»© ignore the niceties 

of relating tlio rate of tax paid or discounted to wealth poss­ 

essed^' put the percentages o£ both tax-liable and actually 

taxed Va&um wealth in Venetian pos es-ion vero in all probability



a good deal higher, (ixrith the respective totals of property in 

both categories also likely to be greater), owing to tvo fact­ 

ors* one, the possible presonce in the Venetian cat.asto of 

property not reckoned in the 1446 discount, (vhetaer or net sub­ 

tracted frori the provincial tax-lists); and tvro, the proportion 

ofi property in Venetians 1 possession that evaded tax altogether, 

(agair - Aether or rot taxed formerly with the province). As 

t© the second, apart from the Senate's admissions on this score,
<!•'.:• 

V

we posr-ess s?.vielo»s estimate from the results of the 1518-23 

survey, t*»at property worth 1. 1,411 of estirno had been oraitted 

from declarations - a sum equivalent at city rates of payment 

to jnst over L* 10,000 p«a» of dadie, another 7*3% of the tota 

..,.,.„.. T&esc rather cautious calculations are all that the evidence
• ' " ' ' • -VA

appears to justify, rmp orting evidence for the passage of wealth 

t© Venetian hands in the course of the century may perhaps be 

found in t'^e raovoracnts of the cladie rates of city and territories* 

Once tho annual total of tax stabilized, the city's rate also

more or loss steady, whereas in the padovano it rosel90 

we exclude siajor changes in the province's overall taxable 

wealth, and in the rate of deception practised im declaration, 

It is likely that the Padovano*s loss in taxable wealth was the 

gain of Venetians ^ the Church (Venetian aad Padman) - probably 

both. If transactions left citizens* wealth more ©r less stable, 

it would still rise in proportion to the territorio's, while 

other city-abased, privileged tax-payers or -evaders, Venetian
*•* ?\*t

and clerical, nade the material gains?

. it seems fair to state, in conclusion, that the Paduans 

were justified in t'^eir suspicions of Venetian evasion, and in
" • ' . V .

claiming T,. £0,000-21^000 instead ©f L. 9,200 refund to the 

dadie. The Sigaoria. could well dismiss their complaints, and 

reprove their self-inters- ted and saddling conduct in tax- 

sharing and collection. But the ambassadors of 1501 were correct 

in theit stateraont of trends in tho noveraent of wealth, if not 

necessarily precise in t'-ioir arithmetic; about 20%, rather than 

33%, might have been Venetians 1 share of tax.



vita t?io

u , :1 _A«3 vo have already stated, direct taxation provided the 
nost sensitive issuer, in fiscal relations between Padua and
featce, despite tbo greater wight oF t'ao d§si» berrmse the ' 
ci.ty f s organisation of the dadie war, the onlv tmortont aspect "

j . • «M<Mw! <^MVM« vfttuM* " " ' •**

of fiscal acti'/ity remaining und^p its control* and because 
Venetian impatience with |>oor colTecti'm thj^aten^-l to hastew 
the disiiBiaticn of this eoripetenco* with t'le paver of doclsioii 
^Itiiat^ly in the capital. t and Venetian rrovarntioiit (both inside 
and outsldcj the province) inclined t^ invade and absorb tlie main 
areas o.f administrative activity t tho ?adaan political das*. * '

by the city council - feared losn of eont1^^l? it 
denands for fiscal rodistribution from the terrttorio

«aiW i^HHM^-'UlP ma: - fr • i. .**V*.t* Mk4M».'.-«•••
and inter fef once in the con<3uct of tfie esjri* and. r-o--;onted the
Tfiodest tax share^ of churctoen and Venetians ;•• a^ tiie wealthy
f •' ; T'* r * - ; '_ V . •

section of tV»<^ con**tufiity it ocrnitjlaine^ of the v^eight of e 
taae, and fcsared its ln*rraases and it va? afraid that t"ie !?if?nor 1.^ 

over dad to ree«iiT>ts tnoitld load t~» t lie Camimo*^ disnicse^*
IM**^ ,a^»v»a».^fcr^

£tpo«j responsibility for collection - and so to t'^a undermine
of. itn precarious and petty, but e:ctTcncly important,

V, • > 7 s~ , ' " '' "-' '• •

endent QKponditttT»e, Thau<rh the ilfL135llf^ :X>Ticy vs^ ome of 
s«nrvatismff of tolerating a measure of inefficiency as the price '
of respecting local autonomies and excluding terra£^3§ miblects 
from the mains troaia lifa of t-ve state, moments of critical nood 
in public finance forced these sensibilities into socs^nd n-?,r>co. 
*?he vijiconti ^aowi' 'had created, the Tjerraanent vonetiwi army - and 
at th© height of the taxation accessary to fu»d it ti?e ^a^u^ja 
CoitnTunQ ha<1 quarrel'' e<! sharply vlth the SlSESaHLa owr tax, n«st 
noticably on an is ue ^Jich in our period too expressed tho 

of general grievances s Venetian*: 1 contribution to the

warfare in tbe 14 70S and i^F.ns brought rare (but contcwst-
»2) demands for extra tax, and concerted atrerapts by Voir'ce to 
improve the efficiency of 4^o collection - a problem



-.ie all th« MM-Wftnt fta t*io l:90s mfcocfed in the Italian
t'ie gradual escalation of milit-- * standing, 
cittfj wiaiSMftses contributed to crmso the poor functioning 

of raftua'u l&^ajy^s?^ Tolerated budgetary drvnds, indi£?~ 

exNmt internal adniaiatav-jt *.:•;>., :x>oi* effective control .Prom Venice* 

itut delay** in dadle collection ^^•••9 a 9t«ft4sr cnarjo of lato end 

partial pairme?it» and th<?t*oPor<* oJP ad^iniatrrtive ab;ioc, and of 
risk to the i^cpor maintenance of t;.x> r^rriy aiwf the r.tnto's 
trol over flwblic fsonays* Th« despatch and nctlviir-r oi* apoc 
fttnctian financial officials, lost acti*^© in t^o 1480^ e^d at 

the ttirn oF the contuw# .indicated cr^- --m 
and throaton^d th« .te^eveation establishing the 
patonce of the subject city* TH*» in^ortn^^e e»wd ^rroxi^ity 
toeapital or the Pa<tuan ^Kehe*^i«3p« f T^ttee? than e ?-'^v^tlonal failings 
In ti)e px»oviiice f s fiscal oi^aniaation* appear to h»*/« drawi the 

c?*iticc»l attention ^oro closely to *>a Start *T3 tax coll­

ection t?ian to other
with direct tax settled at a fisre<? jwwtffl «mm of dndio, 

and ontrust^wl tw tho Council to y^tlarly ap^olnte."1 coiToctoor
le*^yinq and delivery to the car*y?a ri«tcale» it ^^n these
«w^-^™ T ^ *^-w ^jjj wr «rt '«,«*-»». ^j|»,-^.«^*.^K**«f — --'%nwM»««l*'**»'^

oeto*?, vhc feeeane i-^e focal point of relations tx?t*tfe 
Sionoria and the Oomniuae ov<53* direct t^x, /jnsverable to tlae city

.««wni»'ft1 ««*w^, -„.,«

i not tbo Padovano, nas^lvo its th *» yf>«i^-t: a^ ^'^ the conr

ation o>? the estif th@y 'wero ap-.'Ointe^ by election in the
Council for tvo-year torws, r^tfe set condition*?-'-* ^hcmfli »ani€ 

'by the Council, and subject to its auditing they became in prac­ 
tice in&i»d d&D$ndif*t on t^e VfH»etian GawwsEpas tfc*s council's patron—
%i "Brer's* *^**«Jr % *i* %* ^!* *'^^****~^ft-" ** *•*• *** vp *" • ^~ *• -^ w. — ^^^ ^ vc.-Mr-mt.-iii -art-..' '

ag@ ratgfct be invoked on tteair b^hwll? if collection enco?inter©d 

serious difftctUtieo, !»t on an everyday level it was the element 

of understanding and dextf^ita^s — an ©xwrefl**io^ .fr^^jnently on 

the Council's lip" at ttoe turn of the century - in relations 

between camera and collectors ^hich Pwaad the TT>T!'.IY>'T ba*?is of
tMOTLiif -m JTW • iirr" n "

their activity*
•«v-; The practical scope of t fie council f s ^olcc in



col .' ectora *H3 n fact mi*xvv*& t|fc ttift naaasslty of ctooaing 
^ candidate acceptable to Venice - and this was already appa 
la tuft early iraars of ou&» period. In 1469 the Coumcil vote^ to 
replace Rusiero do 1 Fabiaai, already long in faia ijcb, fcy Antonio 
itoberti, but the 3|^2Eia seat Oiicalj ordering the retention of 
Pabiani, (aad ills partner • ,;•.:. w a I ^isacMin); pro tor, ting at this

of its rights, the Council acm*tii*lc ^-- 
and the &im*0*JUi vlthd^e^ its <3uca:U§** Qloht voars

4BMHV-^MWw^A4MTU'.*jil0'WMHi|U|f 4pMV^DWw>4HIK«MV' ^^tW ™ ^"" JJJ'*1 ™* *•* J ^^%>«bWV *^w

later» OB the other band, the Yen expx*es ?•.•',,.%" dis -.atlsractioh « 
t>'ie cuvront eoliectcs*? porliapo it w^ia -.niy O3incid©nc@ 9 but he 
was not rcr^ilectecl at toc» *>nd of liis t^n:*1 S|^
•"•- ' flie contrast between th«se two int€Krvontionv> n^?atly Gxpras:;es
the altornatioii of atr.ltudo-i> in Venetian adninisU^etive
between retention and rewarding of faithful $• rvants* and
onnel eiianges ftiswi at injecting gi*®at«il vigour, Tn t'*1s ca .e it
is no womim* fciat t s ie insi&ieiace on change c&^o in t^it Icite
14 70S* while daoie oolXeetion in t.»te previous decade baa been '

ll.OXII »!«.».-. -JJT *

F - 1#?t**on s^'^is£ael:o^y»- 0 the tirgeiicy of escalating dc^cmce
In the 1470^ discouraged further toler-&tioa of £01 tor-

ing payments*
•- ' imt a variety or long-staading causes aotibincd to hitidcsr

of tne da<Sie^ 7ib<e ease of eoUectio*? v/ds severely
^ewK*^^, >.•»** ««W»- '

at t ?<•..' oiiT'ct by UB«V^I dista?it5Ution: overall i'iscal 
imbalance iaflicted heavier taxes and a !;ig&er dadic rste on 
the .-ackyvanoi privile^- ;»iv-;- .tx,-.: IR ^|>par»ty w awrd^d to its 
owicrf. protc^ctoc eaoriaous trrct^ or ia»d against contribution 
to all the territory's suprl€*K-*niary tasces -arid in r;c--nc cascs *•

"~ ' imf - -utmi • i— — -ii — --— " — **-

for example! >'ian>* Venetians 1 early acfpiifcitions •* even to the
. Citiscms set an exari|>10 in OT^cion matched by

rural i!ii:cbi'. U'^cS, ©uci^poul n
**;&&, while tiie infrocutait ren«i»ls of tho ftiofgn r^vea?t»ly dan- 
aged ccjn unities with fluctuatinjj rer.*-«rces Sut uav^r-lc.. 1. shares 
of ta^» ^Ivalrs' and t'^o soc&lng of iitfttvidaal adv^tn^a, a^ «tudi

.'n, cluwpact«riao:i xoral at-:itudoa to the cordon tax



. vltfc some measure ®? ^cooregenifmt and protection from 
' one my of escape for impoverished

to s«uk temporary -.r .;v»tiv.i from sorao or all tax; but tfic 
Signqria*s refusal to dtrdiush tue overall adlo totals obli

to follov c^e^ptlca, and iai the consequent f/ 
opposition tc fexeuptions villages fca3 sel$o« any choice but to 
seelc terra to pay off past as wii as -pj^wsent ta» debt* vliot^
02? not texv.-^ vorc for^.'al'.y Sunc tiered, t^e likely oflatcoro was 
furtu&r -ieclii'ic to tiio status of ^.at contemporarias

§
Is oM^.£u*ther aspect of taK col lection ro-w^icli 

•ftavo so far devoted little, at^c&tlont aaid tfiat is th«»
of for-co :. Ioyy3.nc* Wltl: ta:-? rclt»cte»«^iy |saI4 i»t all levels,
nue|| a£ th<* is^ltcrio short of the jaeans tc pay, it vas 
ly coi*:-oaly prcctir.a^* it nlioul'?. net be in»ag:!^^ t'vat

scvcntoontii century r-o^crt^* of of': icials levying as ::icii In
as In takings for t.^c flsef n^*^ dtdseapibi&f a phenomenon 

recent apparition: It is aaply «3ocum«tit^ ioz- tlic fi

the tirae or t'lo 14ro ... . . 
ti its /:as:^Q and i^otary to deal w5f' T.^th fniblic a-id private 

its r^GC^ora ( checked by perennial mditing) vas t!he
of pfopesrty * auytliiftg i'rom chattels to land *• £< 
ft«on days by Its sale at auction. The debtor f i

least M.2 pro7>(2Pty c^rin^; tH.** tern* had to ^lo-^t tlio @^ 
or distr^iat r-nc* ovf:ntual sale* calculate-.5- en a sliding

liirr to t: e distance and -r^- -?rT--^*o5 t
ap^toteei^t of dgdle eol'?«ctors % th<s covi '*»no lea to

a record cii??s8T«s ^ei Jj^PSl * '^^ triio X4^-os tiio 
frr-r-'n of /v*r*- * ••• "• ^^*tdo^ aliOrr"*^^ tho cnlioctop a 5/-J {^ut on
V^'-'-J. **>•» w*. V»^,^4* •_». - » "K •• ' v-*»r •—• *»"»•« •»•»»•» ^,.1 ,1,.^

Icito paync.it (e£rect;v^riftoen d^rs after the end of the extent

or
of oanfcct to tt?o«o for the ot'iep SS^^at iThich now loalt 

trith iJ^lvnto Jebtf* only. In 1^70 t-o -n-'-vv.:-' -.- or t^o Jacllo

passed from private agreei»nt botwen the collector and



In
Council, vit*i fte r»o Camyye distingni&ad by the titles g 
(private dabt)

authority constitute?-* amthss? retiree of 
* Tfce loca 1 £23SS2LJ?l3£3lS na<5 ~*z-t ri<fat frpra tfce start 

with the sale of o*mf tsrrato " 7>r^orty, fcantflie!?? the f armor Ga -rara 
estates £ it vf%s often concern^ vit*i the eKtr^ction of aaoneys 

contractors or da??.la col lectors t and tiiolr
» . • • , <m*t*»i**"'"*y».«p«»vi» • *

the rights of dadr^i, Mt it ??.rr. ^-r--- -
*^ n*NMH4W*°HI»>''-.'»'«»0'< -<^w«W»

in distraint strains t individuals owing dadieS0 '1 It hooaed the
1J NMhti- -wtffcWA'****-

special officials sent by Venice to rais© noneys for tne £a^ 
flag inn yields or gather arrears, and t^is too involved forced 
levying • ^onotian authority nifht also intcrvcno directly front 
thd capital - the fipowo-'itorll notxra le CaaoM or S-avi all©
Cagudo - through distraint af property «^ose ownafs ovcki taxes 

ttltb eit^^t1 capital c^p wrovinoe?^
By tUo cjnd of tho century thm Faduan insti-tutionr. had lost 

ground to their Venetian eounternarts* and -^crc subject to a$~ 

etonition an--" eo^^ectioii of irregularities in their conduct - 

titough t?:»0ro yas no risk of t^eir extinction tisrouc^ lack of 

business. After the ^vocradori fcad r<*vuked tl^a ^r.^cra d<5i regni
' rfifc.». -x^w»™*.».:'i»- *«-.i«i:*-.. *»--^-.*;j««r-t - - •- -,•••.••>•>& 'UtfftB v*afti»Mi-fl*u^gv M(>iiraiiran*trtlifeJlf-wft<MK»»

in i486 1 tho city Captain T«poco^-r.?ed in 1503 to disentangle the 
racluan £§2S£13, ^eso division betw^.n f ir>cal and private debt - 
lapsac! froci otMavrvanoef vitii the con&ecruence tiiat t ey coi^*

for business and tho favour of mblio officials o£v acting 
^t and apnlie^ tine toiefor rxpocedure of holding and sale

proper to distraint for tax debt, to all tueir operations indisein-

, • fh««« «re the central in9titati--xv» tfeicb is*-med the orders 

for distraint afad apetiomed debtors* assets? but it was tho activ^- 

ity of the subovdinate officials on «hon they rolled for tho ex­ 

ecution of their orders that §ave rise to the abuse and exploit­ 

ation that migbed BO hoavily on tho coimtrysido. sactorsion by 

jt^bt-lwylng officials *md vain attempts to ro^iul^te t f ^eir conduct 

reveal trie system of earnings by co^niis; ion and expenses at its



An ample 3clQct£<->n of minor of."idols more or less con- 
with law aafarco;.iGiLt cantos tea the right to sf act dis­ 

traint ardors* flic Govr-une's fi^ani^iaaciori complained in l4*/o 
at tiioir loss of ^oslc in this sphere to tite &&ttm±*s cayallari, 
to tfce ¥eii0fcia*i~apT>ointed night guards, tno oi-Mclals of t&e 
local *alt officei/tiie bishop and the nooi guili - and they could
also liave mentionec' the capitano del novoclc'i'~>* ptiviir* AP if*iai«.

T.»-tiwrnt- ii T~ iWJi^Miiim i 1 • r.-iim -«ni«..iillinl»< nmT iSf * Vl \/«i« «l»Van K/JU .' «C»W «•»%*<»£? f

and otharv too f tKsre ^agcsr to profit £ron the o^ortrottlos Tor
gain t*:*at distraint ofi-ored; successive orders added to the stat­ 
utory provisions regulating tiioir conduct, but admitted tiiot tfcese 
*•»* satellites ^luntur e>; calar.it^tibua et oenjjuine p&uperura* f ^ (

Xiie Captain oi" the city isi *4Cy isatiod r^nris-ed rules ffca? 
ttui lovyiag of debts due to tfee Qap^c^Fi^eale^ «hic^i bocasie a
point oi ref'oycnco i'ox- sit'bsequeBt rulings* distraint wes to be 

to 'bon«^ £/do officials ^ S2Si;i2£it &i0*'^ ffWtTds t 
^j^vedo - witn financial «juarairt@es given foa? tiioir

and tnear suix^Tfiirxitos 1* conduct; levying orders ^raro to be valid
for a restrict^ t0rrj f and one joornciy only; 0ain§ ware to

iyv^<

tae statutory nofcas; ' J eut only £our years later complaints
these boa* flto ^dff ibifils a^tir* dancumrel

'

tes^^f as in 14 ?o; t^€^ claimo 
p«p»oisa v<.^e involved - **** dentor

»

eacfranais p^o bene£itimtdis
latter

incident t&s Jb^plr^d Isy seir<xiBter€^t - and mitiiO3?it«-*s response 
also doataiaad a threat and a ro^'ader alxmt abusive gains* iiovy*

:!iO tolT-tcentaoy before A0naddllOt especially as
ia taK poyctionti and the 

dtanitation uf lawina vlcilits ^as ',/v^sn a rocofttlsod morn's of satis-
^W^^^^slBl Ip'wWi ̂ fc'WlP^i^W'W T|(Wpp ^^S> *"•' W jJ* •^^*w|^pj ^" <£7 ^^

fylag tfta stat@*s creditosrsf0^ nit-i distraint *.rn essential olci.'sont 
of taa^ coliootlt.tti« 'tlso Sl^^o^-a^s policy ^c^i to r^'Vto its

favoured the passage of rcspiwibility to of icials subject to



wittoority, Thj balance in executive ompetenee there- 
avuag avay JPrars the Co?ir-un3»r, cgn^an^jcri, just as the 

ing of 3ist**i:nt for ths f *-c lar oasingay CKMft J*e»
Venetian C/\rae^a rif locale* an-.? t*>o da;1ig collector's business 
entruste: -sore an ' ;io^e to \rlio He^rcri*^ iiiKj™lingr>, till in 

1503 trho s,i;iiipria finally insisted t'wt ha use only t'^u03
1 It Is to bo ctotlbtec! ¥tieth«r this policy i ; -t^rov-: : '' e 

tli0 financial yield of l<r7yiRsr or t'^o c^n^act of officials. 
in 1483 relraked tlie officials of Venetian appoint 
ag t:.c Senate *£ rtanding rule^, !>y ^aicli expenses

«o«4itioiial on, end pro:>oi»tioaal tc, the ccnaig/uueat of
-u they also forbade the piirc5iaj:e ly oi'ieial^ o£

coll cc torsi10 TKUBM iwe instance of disciplinary
at Ir.tcar1 reforming C5rd3rs *• for e&.ra^?l 
xKnr/0' n itoi»^ alovanrsi ^r.trt^tc B^nsi in 150^ •* 

persicccnco of t\ia same obusas^1 * thro^ y^ai»s aftw Boisai 

city 0£pt^-:.;i cmd Fo<?est| I$me3 a long ^rocla^a 
the story was still of seiaweft solcl to ae-t e^ 
pi^in-r ofr tb.e debt?1*

A ftmfct^cr dcsnon$ ITS tl OB of tS?e bai^aoe of ef'^rtlve control 

in forco-d levying was t&e g_f: <?^orje >s delibe^ete qver-yidingf of
statute lev in tr-io c;ri:?..tt.ions of ?alo oi pro^«rty 

the Ca|^£a r.icgalQ* First t'-ie righti' of r-^lativ-e- imd 
of ts e disr»03':e»red uwe disregain!odf then tjjos;e :>r the oiir^rs of 

erty conceded 'by ljvotlo,^.itd seised for sr-ilet Venetian 
was for 3uic?: disposal of the assets seized, and tintram- r 
itional of !>wdha$e for ?apo»?*<3tlve pwdMS«
OottBfCil bet'-^.m 1*1 S 6 and X'? ff coutli not -^ev»nt this practice,. 

bat <3<*£*®$* to prsvoR* its fwtho* ap^licati^13 As-istod fcy ti^ese 
r^ht conditions of 3ftlo f t^ie B22S* 9 actions a.T>r€ar to

w1

succe^ed t» attracting buyers, (iiotably among those 

fl$cal sdrainistffatl^)?14 an.! local prejudice or
ft* «et by t^e vltbdraval of r^^^^ty Jh?o^ aslo, to V. bought 

u by tftf £i222Ei2 or transferred .for a^le to the capital^1*

,' . The function of all this -echtnery ^3 to trsa^it the
•



aa coalman delay ana <3«f jdt in tlie
- **»<; to co^-aci; w&u *&»• a*, actively

H full e/elo of ttoctcQ:.ilags % tte Padhiaa ^ga^'s cpeuitars 
its 3taf/; to spaed ^ocei^ts, and talgUt replace t^GU in direct

i/It:,. to:: centra ctxir^ aavl coliutcttxps; a^c. ju^t, assisted
^^ tile wiiol^ a&>a?atu& of ^orcc-.! levying, 
oa tlie -to^payors. ttiio iadfricieiicy <md 

wastage of the fiscal i^-./::cu thorefoi^c voigbea on 
the in<livi^aal cx^ntrilvu^or - and neo-iie^^ to «?«iy it w« tile 
eno that suf rwed moat*

attention at this tiroe to tlie effects of forced 
country^ !de and its ocono^y de-sionrtr-atcs the 

of the problem ** bat tbe sine '..'ess ive att^@s^>ts to re<?ulate 

its iiapact x^veal the ^ersii;taiicc of dasmjc rut*,c^ tizaa its 
ieat^on* /• Sf.';^ i tc( lev of £ '•^ecti9z&&£> 14^B for ts%© protection of 
creught euoiasals a0&ifcst distrai.at for public as? Krsvat© debt 
<£2^:^M*?x--C ija. 1461 to iiiclule t*i« tools sad instruments «-f 
lire - a»<S botl! ®csa»uros w^re repoatec ia e ^£^S of 146 7»^ in 
14(?8 tln © 4i«tw>tti oJT r''ontag2sana and Taolo obtained arc order

tMlgt^^B^J./MIIM.. .1.!...... ^. W

pa?otectinfj troi^ i^r^i'-s agaiMt eoiuurot ££ craugbt aulnials, cud it
was* repaate^. at Teolo's recast ia 1475?*^ ^feo vary repetition of 

Bt ai^d glimpses 0* occasional seissttroo ^vfo--recl to in 
» su0'i;.e£?t that tUc rules ^ere at bc^t partially en-*

of distraint vorvded ovon ti*c city council t 
n 11477 claitied that tto pimsants sl«pt on atrav and at« 

V erbo v 9 ftavaaoed 'by ofricials Ievyi-n0 aoprears oT tlia aegio
at officials* 

aioo -ntod to tJie capital value of
tc pay off, Tmt did not ?t-:?rvo to di^inJ-sii itf1^ Against the

4SPOinciuoncc of d.istraintt ' ' it could prove GRtrauety dificait 
to fi*-<2 assets to 5-of.BO. taad in ?casaat oiMr«tdp yas aayvay 
•fttVfft and ilistrcdnt followed ty &al« taay haro ts'-istod its 
diminuti r; ctotc«ilL Viir^i an altomativo of limited valno, and as
i' -f" V- .".*'
a conscrtaoacc forced le\rvfing tended to resort to tridcr sharing of



responsibility for tax detst - a practice ap areatly acceptable 
to ti:e Cocmcil, \jfcich ^r, Indifferent to ttie reduction of the

whilst inn to subsistence lew*, but wr-ied at tb« con-
? of smy ru:?v:,Gr turn r»£ tlie serey, 

tn 14€4 a
not to be fcol<l liable for h-!s village's debts contracts gfcon -ha

not boon ^£2^of or sto~d suraty for ttion - aondlt'onal free*
. f J.tWKi tlJ.e of "f.co of dc^rc r,^"' ^ol^, ir ^bllrratorv rotatiant 

tnon - ——— * -
fi»oa any inhabitant!

its application to

the t n twill an t?r:« lar.o icrr
r. r.ttctrt the sot&iag of sr>-ocial Q*^^^tlc«n from liability 

rs*4e^t - §^^«m to IsctsaD Trlvlsan of mr^mo, uho in 1^-3 

"rcKn^.it in HOT iabOT? to t?or":-; Iiis lands ia the tax--3tric"-tsa 

aff«* of Tn^ilTi^nf2 ''- in othfir ca»®s it va» ^iimn brit

dr-^ai-i - t^oagh t£»$ possible) ^aln in tax rctwrns •rja.Lnst the likely

effect on t^« tKts^,il?,tioT\ l<r?Gt an<5. e;ilt1.T?tl;:ni of the
,> 

fi?tiCG5*nftd rR»03t SMSVC ^sada this a dttbio^s long-tea1^ policy;

similes? ccfJ3*se for 1-T/yin^ officials w^s to ia^ocmd 
ps*o"ci*ir'/ ~ Trit siller ntill vrs to arrest villviga2?.^: ?tnd held 

them in ^raol till ^ay^a^-t »s fortheorain0. Tlio Council had its
Mtlty ®$ t!'ds wactica f since indifforoat 

illages ndgfct 1st their snea die ia prl or.; but"

t*--"» rttt-^co^tT^.ctiiifT of t*ia dasio del csy;'! o
«/ * ..

in 14«I8 d«nan€ pwaetwal ^erjme»t in t^^^^c tarsss - in

to r«ttet to fisca
then but TO?e ia practice unable to ^ 

then, Thoi?? w-f.ncir>nl oontfltft tKt?^ citr^ ^«r/<*?nn!ont v»
of ''^ dais i>ha jo»iTt!eye^. t'^rou^Ii the t 

nf? it as ?y»/ right,
^ Tor

oci-asional o':.t:r?.-:j of

plication, but V3-.:- f^l^r conmltt©<1 to ^ fl«$rni systen esn«ntial 

to its Mods; that Its nor*? odious aspects could b© blentd on



rauiiicipal fcifc&iistrution in Padua f a«> executor, cad old 
oneay oi? t??o ter; itorio on Pis^-al is uuo t t/as a political point
gained, but a false

Tiie higli percwjiita-ije of dagle paid late wore fcy 250
- . i Bo of the tfc-g^itgglo^ •**"° <i-«iii'y are uaxiy £lgn* 9 in fact 9

of t^a roluetaB.cn op utiulthy citis-uiia yit& political standing , 
to pay tax ptuiroial'iy - Ixwsidei; tl:o.ii;» p^ore^slt^' for evasion in 

tio7u 5*te nan of Means ms on p^rongar grouiidt disposing 
legal V.iiawlodcfd end tbo vc&oureo^ o^ 1 tho courts Is a way that 

gi^tjX.^tt:ti:;3.i did not; ^.n;! corAparo?? to tfco saiziuje of li 
goods fron pec-sants» the confiscation j«nd n^le of ^^ro 
hounes cr lsr.d - clo-^^ly horrid by vlomy eights or ont^llrnent to 

e fanily of f^ubc tar:c^ \ma a ccfcapllc^t^cl proet^OTet^ it wn^ 
easier to Imy Pror! the poor tiirr. the rlcli: the Coilesio f s

^m^Bnn'imnKi ^tm**^?*****'**.- '*

private infttructions to Clcncnto T^od^ldtini., toiling tl:a provinces

la 149£ t stfitod ti'-at t!.4 a coV. actor? ' ta . a ^llfctrxcjrualibus at
ps^pscrites e::i(?uiit: r et a csivilmr potcsit:lbus et ^livlt^l^s e^l^ttre

/s;-Tkp,nor, crural *;*''"' 'i>oro vas Izi I'sct em attcjnipt: u^ t-Lie Council*
!i£'£uu IM l-l :")••"* ifi the t^ke of Venice 1 !., pupga and prof-oration of 
$?*x officials, to sift t-iruw^ t!:o lists 01 'J&bitori busi* 9 
cr nrjlcriable debtors^ vUi^ the g^oie coliectcxrs przr*>cmt®& 
uf-tl- t^elr ec^ounts* 71iis Xo!>oV r.--.j, jhlc-i absolved t^e collectors 

of responsibility f^r Ier9yin0 £rcm taa tax-pay^awt namad; •( and
bly spi-ea-i ti^oiy share ovsr the other cont^i'^tor&i, 

obvioii: occasion for .Cr^i-iulfiat evasion •',£ payncnt a The 
Council**. in<q4!r3r p^oim^ to be r, ? «»* oos^a laborio^^i et 
wcxlo tin choos* *• and seoras to teva acKlevecl little? tlm t^actic© 

i, to n!ilold l^t^r goBOratlosis of evading ricb rod stir

There wo?e other saiictioiis against mem of position 
to pey tlioir t-sc?:--?*?, in both ?adoa aa3 Yenica. Tn the capital, ono 
of the carJlual ;^ir.tc of alcctto-1 ps^xj^-^ura vaa t!io cfxclusion 
£ron candidature of a^-Mar. listsyl as tax debtors, and a special 
list m$ ^cept lor tin* prorposc at tfco palacoj t^o padV^ statutes 
banned tax debtors from rwblic office in lilre fashion, nut



Mttfeto* * afcirp i-e:ilatar £*o& wuicu i/i i43S f demanding
application, uofc tte pious addition in 1500 o£ debtors

t-' c ±±Q^'feL-^U_>-l^c^ to th& cate&'®*y of t*m wcludad, suggests 
tiiet the rule- TOTC strictly observed?** 1 The Interpretation 

applied ia ^scticw a-j.-.aaxs to liava be^n a ,,i b ,:Iy ;w l?icte.i
^o d(-\ of

one, dkwoby candidates were excluded frc«^ w elect ion Aif 
.iad outstanding acooujit.^ to settle Irow a

Xea4iag citizens «we able to remain in public 

Life ?ayi&# tax reluctantly and later if at all - «*4i tnoch the 
fian^ va3 tru® in f-j-nioe, tooS'-*''

It is o2jvioua that tx>th tl»e «iecbaai£^\s th«is^lva^ o£ 
lavylaj, an<I ^i:e ^elUctoiee to pay tax agailist 3$icii t.iay 
rather soioctlvoly - ap^liod, coos titu tea a vary pover^ul braking 

c on -dsdio ca.ll€K.Jt.ioj: tlie Coja^u.ne f s
ually oopnd not to satisfy tac £gOffiLEl2££ili :J:t; ^s als° clear
tliat in the i*;tc- rait tent -conflict batver5n Council and j
uver ti--- o* ..• ici^ijey or collection, t.'ic is-uos at atalce

only t«:.& ^ommutio^s right to autono^:OUd administration oi- the
uadia, but t^-o doter^i^tion ol" tlze political class not to bo-

cu»ivc-ii by t-G Slr-;-:;r-i£ to aor^ airicient or hon©:'t i^rr
*^ r.mjftr-7^ r-<nt- - *j?x**«»».^'iJ»MiM*f

tkeir ov/,. p^-uont of taj: f nor to cxvucsda groaxi^ on tfce various 

c-u^ in co,;i:ontion with or be,fc«pe the £i«2£ria» The
<Pli>»i«i-W**i *««">''ii>*W |»i'WBM*('*'-*

over j^jie collection wan t^ox^fcra a more cciiei-al oaef 
i»dic«tiv<; .=J liotn t^a wMpa^miag liia-.ioar of parina f $ political 
Class an«2 tke gradually iiai'^owi^.g limits o.f Venetian patience.
•?•;»""•' signs of scraift&a reiati^m^ cy«^? fax a^poaroc! . Airi«g the 
14703, lately da- to t-ie <»ttraoawlinary ta::ai:l'^ iavX>sei by 
fteicci - nad tao Council H roluctance to pa^r '.t, * i?;inor is ue 
«Or^a^ in exatontioa ainco 1463, bwt a aura tr-it-in*, was rao
• •: -ntcd application to o& : icas na-^ted by t^e Cwnuma ^ t?M» 
(; .:o'vivu) ta^ on Tubllc of^ic^ 1 - -viiarlon aiad ^ains, a tar ua- 

willingly paid by vanotizmi tU^selvo.1;*'1 ^ Aftw t^n yoars 1 ex-*
of ^Qtdtlonst ?rate>:s and aaMara betveaa Padua and vonico,



Its
g A|>.

hrr! A t.r<T! cleared of obligation to pay^ftother protests 
.Upon the Council finally cbtr*ncv* t^r- r f r^ef*r»nr«s ^ro'-.pfon in 

Mttf Imt cootiircad to fall on «**a£ <tcM'<tffe*r<> t^e tMesrfc 

cxmecvrad, (t!-*oa<rh it in to bo doubted, fmn the? tone
ch was <«vc»- r»;»«d r- tH.e 

tax oF tSio K70*5 ^ 
the contribtttion oJP 6.000 b»^sh^i« nf ^ont r^ t?r^ for one

* *!• ••-

of t**r? ^^ f*^ ?^ljir' tr ^^f'^n^t to r^

por.to frori Turkish strnckf 3 ^ iven in tK^e^nber 1.4?a 
a tvo*y^nr nr.Tv'^..^^ t-= tot.^l » tenth of ineor&es nnd be levied 

•£rora tliose ^Tit.ti yt?.tin«rs of cnrer toSi noTdl In the cit*'' f»nd

vith «^nr>arent frr;--chfllt t t*?cnx<»h a rtir.ivite fl«»op.A trit h the 

1 the ^* l?.,OfiO advance ^acme-tad by vcr?ico t and «nothO3

'io ti^-ffs roPiifiOi* ^ s«w?^n<1 smbsi4y9 foavina tlie ins tit* 

lotion O;P a ro<rala-p tax. anr* <wlv as-^ent^ tiwrtl r iysalv in a third
™^ •„- * »' '

•O' i t5.n*r» corrvpret* n^tf-uil^y in the l*od--»2 t^i * n r»al^ce 3 J^ace^.l tfitli 

the Siraaria's threat to ar*^oint Von.otian ool^ectoi^ if ils named
»n%>ir'^ '^mmMmr*' - WVM^H

none o.c its o^n,1 ^ ^.fniamt of ^otfc *«fc«td!es ^ns «i^t 
and the Gi'noria dtrsat^d a ^ical aocretavy to oversea thoir 

COllQctlon»^'u r-n 1^7P, t:>« l3«i fr ft#ww* fn?» c*ytr»?i tax t^n dif 

^2»o«fmted ? as a Iwr? an l^ndcwn«frs to finance the arming and 

of the nilitin called out to deffma FrJuliT ^a^u?»»^ acr 
s a^min polnctant, ftiw» t*iia w?^ nexprnally wsrt of tT

oxtra tas:c'' - rni in fact it had to Fight o£? rjainm by 

the Padovano in. 1^82 for contrlbittionn to militia finance in the 

of? rwravnt ba-nd on this pyace^eat1?41
.• over the narao spar of ww- ^ r tt^^ft dlaifaw of till on 

Tiaffv twwrfwi, ^^* co^^eetlon of orcTinary direct tax 

n«min«r into considerable 4if r icwltt^. t priwcinnivr over the 

Movano's sluwo, Tn 1477 the tWL^*rrJp. f 5 wwar» of the dasio 

1 e botf'-^'v* (to all intents ?4id ^irron-M -3 direct tax)

e running at L«55»00r?, naa£iy one and a half times a yenp's



total; this was a sufficiently grave situation to threaten the 
desertion of sorae villages, and Venetian consent was requested 

to slow the pace of collection!42 partial computations some 

months later revealed that 9 impotent* conr-nnes of the territorio 

owed nearly !»» 20 t000 of dadie arrears - for which they were 
given a stay of execution till the harvest of 1478f43 i^ch of 

the indebtedness was concentrated in the vicariates of Teolo 

and Ar<iu&t in the suganean Hills f where weather damage or other 
misfotttme during these years had tipped the balance against 

survival* and propptad many villages to petition for tax relief f44 

The evidence suggests that forced levying was growing harsherf4^ 

grave epidemics of plague in 1470 and 1485 occurred before and 
after the war Of Ferrara* which brought heavy military dues and 
material damage as its cons@<piencesf4^

Despite these difficulties, it was a tide of pressure on 
the collectors by the Si^nffiat reaction in Venice to the deficit 

of public spending apparent in the later stages of the Turkish 
mr was to put pressure on the Cgjtoepe+s sources of income, with 

the war still in progress the fen ordered the Paduan collector 

it dadie to be replaced!47 a ducale of January 1479 demanded that 
the collectors of bdth dagie and da.gio....dei u carri maintain punctil­ 

ious daily registration of their receipts, weekly payments to 

the camera, and present TOnthly accounts^48 special financial 
officials visiting the earner! included the levying of fladie 
arrears among their duties, both contarini in 1479 and zorsi in 

Methodical investigation by contarini in 14S4 revealed
arrears totalling over &* 60 tooo * I»* 10,719 19 s. due 

from Antonio Fissacortii who had ceased official tenure in 1477, 
and L* 24 §4aa 4 s. froia aiovanai Barisono* who at the end of his 
tenure in 14S1 had owed I* 104,000 - virtually a year's |§dief50

The reforming ordinances that followed these discoveries 

aimed to avoid the repetition of arrears' accumulation by in­ 

creasing the powers in collection of the camera, which was to 

take over the levying of unpaid dasio dei carri e boccadocro and 

dadie - so threatening the Conrrune's source of income from fines



accompanying the latter. The dadig collector was to be changed 
after every two-year term, and during tenure wa t* settle up 
for each tw-Tnonth period of tax by the eighth lay of th© follow­ 

ing month, paying over t*. S tOOQ or els© incurring a fine*51
Tim Faclutan council was indignant at the proposed changes, 

and objected tbat there was laoeh poverty* insufficient means to 

llcvy * a** ^die ̂ w® anyway paid during th© third monthf 52 

mitigation the goliefjg ruled that fines be imposed only for 
wittelding moneys levied, and that the collectors and camera 

work together against late payws t sharing the gains *^ 

a shortage of public isoney and the paduan Oaiatra uiida#
"• * »T»»W«iii>'— >IKIIIII

able pressure, the sterner measures were partially enforced!
fined the collectors, and the

le caaere Go?olarao Bon proceeded to vigorous levying against 

the for^OT collectQMf 1*0 had bacm given terms to payf 54 ^^ 
current dadic collector therefore resigned, and after a little 

difficulty a siieeesaoip was found in Pabiano de f rabiimi, son of 
the sosioro ^lio had enjoyed the signqria*s favour as collector 
in th® 1460s ** a sound choice politically, sinol in 14S7 he 

succeodod in obta ning a aucale recom aiding his re-elation* 

despite the rule laid down in 14&I P
Signif icantlyf the Council found othor grounds at this 

time on which to eritieiw csa? oppose the gi^gia ova? fiscal 

matters! tax-laying by Venetians, the flowing weight on the Fad'* 

ovano of eorv^ee and military ta3ee6a6but there had also been 

a confrontation over the S|rpioria ts policy in granting exempt-* 
ions, as a result of th© damage caused to the south-wast Padovano 

in the war of Perrariif wit!i the paduan council blaming poor 
dadie returns on th© effects of exemption, •

The successful petitioners included influential and rich 

landowers - the knight Francesco 0otto, various members of the 

Conti family, Albertin Guidotto (a rich dis tret male), as weli|as 

inhabitants of s-ste, Venetian citizens with property in the area, 

and the communes of Castelbaldo, Piacenza and MasiS57 Their 

grants specified exemption fron 'real' and 'personal* fiscal



obligations - therefore fron the dadie, agaihst the terms of 
the gloria's undertakings of 1477 and USa6^ an<5 so the 

distribution of their tax among other contributors. The in ediate 

reaction in Padua to the Dotto exemption was a council meeting 

called l?y the tem$a$i ad utilia, ^feich forbad© the family to 

accept it - they had great wealth in the ar©a f and redistribution 

was out of the question?59 mt the anger ar^aront must surely 

have had otiier causes i the Council itself granted dadie reductions 

or exemptions of similar duration to needy (or favoured) citizens, 

and was indignant because the regulation of the city estitao by 

the Com-une had been undermined by this recourse to Venicef60 tn 

January 1484 the Council demanded that the exemptions be^peall 

only if the overall ^adig total were correspondingly decreased - 

and the Senate answered with a temporary ruling that all recent 

grants, including those to the Euganei villages, be considered 

personal* only, also revoking concessions to paduan citizens 

with large families, in ifeat was clearly a placator/ decision!^ 

f^e final decision on the «raal« exemptions was deferred, but 

the subse<iuent noting of sums credited by the Cajiera in the 

dadie collectors 1 accountl^arious of the exempt reveals that 

tJie Sign0r|a» exceptionally§ allowed some diminution of the tax 

totals, perhaps considering itself responsible for the initial 

damage in time of warfare?62
the Faduan Council f s combative mood did not serve to im~ 

' prove the administration of the jadie, though it seems to have 

made the signqrta warier in its use of reproof, In 148r the
9HffMU»im\:i PHI -' mff' "•

colioctor of three years oarlier still owed t. a? ,000, though 

levying between 146S and 1490 apparently raised D. 6 f00o*».6fj3 

Fresh arrears were aceumlating, and the gauiera barely function­ 

ing, vhen the TOZ"e selit on t0ur in 14BB; tHoir dGtail !̂ 

regulations for the conduct of Camera rnd collectors repeated 

the essential points of the 14S4 reforms?"4 The manifest weak­ 

nesses of the Venetian side of provincial fiscal administration, 

as well as some degre^ of caAtion on political grounds, prevented 

a crisis in relations over the dadie: beside* tho ro-is ue of



standing r gulations, the current electors of the dadie and
dagJo jei cgrl were subjected to admonishment in Venice by the

Signgpia * but nothing morel65

^ Yet the Padovano's ability to pay tax showed signs of

further deterioration in the years that followed* The a0re ment

with the city of 1488-69 came at a time when the Council had

to ask for Venetian patience with rural tax receipts and collect-
i » &(!*&ion of arrears, Corv6es were increased lay the work on the new 
Brenta, which was Itself a source of damage^67 The Italian wars7' 

brought a higher frequency of troop uovements, and ctflls on the

services of militia and pioneers* Climactic conditions f d'toth 

and plague combined to ill effectf68 By 1501 the Padovano*s

dadie had been levied incomplete fo<r a number of years, and 

the Council asked Venice to decide on the question of * impotent 1 

villages, overcome by debij^ and though it came to terms with

^1O territoriq in 1504, offering guarantees against delayed 
collection!^70 the problem of arrears remained to trouble both

<SJ 71
the distrettuali and the collectors obliged to pay the Camera«'

For this and other reasons, the ganara*.sberfor^ance in 

the afternath of the A%pogadori >s visit had been less thak satis*
-<;>:*£.,;• jfrfrj

factoxy. fabiano do* Fabiaai f the favoured candidate of the 
Sirrnoria* held a virtual monopoly of dadie collection, withdrawing 

for 1493-93 but returning as the only candidate when Wiccolo 

Vitaliani encountered difficulties!73 A heated debate over the 

arrival of a ducale in Fabiani f s favour in 1480 saw objections 

to his permanence in the post over~rul@c! by the consideration 

that the SigiKKPJa «,»« potuisset unieo verbo hoc (his re-election) 

fieri facere'f74 not only fear of of ̂ending Venice, but hope 
that he could best moderate the stringcmt schedule of collection 

and payment daaanded in 14S4» made Fabiani the Council *$ choice; 

but lie depended on tine flegibilityt or laxness, of local Venetian 

officials, and it was inevitable that in the general purge of 

1498, with war spending testing Venice's resources, his head 

should roll with those of the canera officials^75



Andrea ssanchani alleged against Fabiani that he ow«kl 
i, I30,ooo, besides the fines <$ue for late payment by the terms 

of the 1484 schedule* the Council miffet claim that this %** laai 

fo in os^nraneia 1 - but temporarily, at least « th© tacit acceptance 

of delayed receipts (cowvenlimt to the dilatory payinf of wealthy 

citizons) was suspended} *dexteritas et human! tas* were 

In the autunm of the same year Antonio Robert i, long FaW<mi»s

counterpart in the dagio gel cagri o boccadeffOt faced the same— . ,,«» — «*^,.^-««B«.,,,_1.r ! Viim '
destiny at the hands of the touring Prgweditore Gerolamo cappelio.

It proved difficult to replace Fabiani 9 especially t&a 

the man elected in his place retired after a year, unable to 

a regular !*• 8,000 a month to th© gagegas but eventually a sjtcc*

was found, and we cannot but suppose that the s

demands war© blunted by th© esabarrcs^iag conviction of a former
J2. •••! -«.• • .mt- -

in I499f guilty of swindling both Fafeiani and Niccolo

it vas also impc«!»tant to s^air® ?adua f s
in the imposition of extraordinary taxation, «Meh the

commitments absolutely
In July 1490 the city Council accepted *,», libenti et 

jocundo antrao* its D* 10,000 share of a 0. 58,000 subsidy levied 

on the whole |err.afgr?|| - though in Venice the diarist Friuli 

doubted the sincerity of its welcome, in Padua and Vicanaa espec­ 

ially, a judgement justified by the Council's anger in discovering 

that the city altee, without the territ^rio* was to payf ̂  though 

the decision stood against protest, collection was extremely slowt 

despite per suasion from Venice, which had to ehTi-OLt it to the

and the» to a touring grofweditoref00 tate ill 1499 

Siflnpria came out with anit&er proposal to increase 

by auctioning the contract of the dnssio doi carrl e boc^ 

afainst the terms agreed in 1443$ tat strong opposition from both 

the Padtuan Council and the distrct ti of the Padovano induced the 

Ten to rule in favour of custom^
Events therefore bode ill for further tax demands; but there 

proved unavoidable, and the Si<jnoria thought to apply a measure 

already in force in Venice f ordo-ing a one third increase in the



terraforraa dagj» Amid the resulting protests, the senate fceluctant- 

ly withdrew the increase?82 and immediately replaced it bp the 

caanatico* a once~only tax on tlie ownership or tenure of land, 

at the basic rat© of five £oldi per carago of arablef 83 Reactions 

we3*e immediately and emphatically unfavopra^lei the Paduah Council 

ordered a ma**!** delegation of protest to Venice, tMeh the 

Senate attempted unsuecessfiaiy to head off, and Paduan represent­ 

atives pleaded the city*s poverty before the Signoria, to be 

echoed by spokesman of the other provinces? ®* the Council moderated 

its teiefingSg requesting its envoys to press for a reduced rate, 

but the Senate refused, albeit politely, and Padua formally 

accepted this decision^5 payment of the tax, in Padua and else­ 

where* showed the contimi»§ defiance of the subject cities* 

persuasion faile4 to obtain significant receipts, and collection, 

being the overall responsibility of the local Camera and 

passed into the ''hands of special ^oyveditori in December

1501, so fully excluding the Paduan Com.mii© from its customary 

responsibility for t he collection of direct taar, *&ieh in this 

case - not surprisingly - proceeded slovlyf B^ "

Though tlie need few? extra direct tax receded, pressure on 

ihe Faduan CamOTa 1® ordinary revenues remained, growing more 

intense through the last years before Agnadelio^87- and the 

problems of dadie collection remained, too. The crisis and alleg­ 

ations of 1498 had prompted the Comr,!une to try and bring order to

6£ cdilfcctow ̂ *i tteoagh miMNod attention to tIMr 

, and t^io investigation of 'debitor! busi*, as well as 

an attempt to spw* up auditing azv1 the levying of arrears? m But 

the effect v?as negligible s collectors* dealings w^e principally 

vith the ^S* th<^ y€H>G an^vspaW^ first to Venice,

and Venice apecifioO the rules for paynont, as ^eli as deciding 

permissible margin of inefficiency and shortfall, 

Such a margin had been operative again, xdth the Cn^a^a
WT ̂Bli '%>'*.*' l^k RWMMI^ ̂ jp ww^w» 

^^^n^wuw •""' ^^'

pting - in lieu of the monthly total of u 8,000 in ready 

money - part money and part debtors transferred to itc charge, 

(a further step tovards the £ancra f s take-over of tic procedures



collection). But in August 1502 the current collector complained 
of renewed pressure for a full payment of t>. 8,000i a replacement 

was found with some difficulty, wMle the Siqnoria chided Padua f s 

representatives in the capital for the poor level of receipts,

and intercession fros the city Eenarjj. saved the serving coU&ctor 
from arrestf8 ^

The collector finally found for 1503*04 wa? Piero sacho, 
and the contrasting accounts kept by the Camerlencrhi and by

"^ * <* OMMMMIII I • •-•!•• &k •**»** "*

Fitigliano f s representative of his payments reveal a steady and 

considerable ae trailatidn of arrears ~ as well as their conceal­ 

ment by the CarCTlengliif90 By the official records t zacho paid 

over I. 4,200 once ansonth between March 1303 and February 1505 1 
with only one occurrence of late payment (December 1303 f s money 

came two months late, at a time of plague and shortages )§ But 

these regular entries, towards the end of every mont^,ar° in 
thesselves suspicious, especially sinee one payment on za&io's 

behalf ( &« 3 f loo In ^ay 1503) was made by the genoral's repres­ 

entative, the raduan Robert o Trapolin, to fill zacho fs monthly 

quota only four days after Trapolin*s receipt of L* 4,aoo on 

Fitigliano f s behalf, Trapolin*s own accounts show how little 

of the !*, 100fSOO due from %acho over the two years was paid 

punctually s against the cumulative total from the
records of L. 3?»aoo by November 1503, Zachd had paid L, 22 1 5001 

in ^lay 1504 the gap was i*» 23,500, in November 1504 over I*, 

30*000, and down to t* 28,000 by thejend of Zacho«s tenure in 

February 1505. A further year's work, of late collection, had 

deduced arrears to some !** 16 f ooo in March 1506*
These payments were presumably those to which ftacho gave 

first priority, since Pitigliaao was the camera's most inporti

payee - but his secretary 1 ^ complaint to the ornate was mad©,
6 91

not surprisingly, in January 1304Y and t^t> months later the
signoria questioned the Padu^n ££2££Sfs »criben over arrears in 

?itigliano*s pay, and wrote to t&e city Captain demanding 

action^ 92 u the and of Zacho's paynents in February 1305, he



•..i.- ..:;•.„ ...<,•„,.

had - even In the Camgplenghl^s optimistic reckoning - paid over 

some L, 106,000, marginally below the target figure of L. S»000 

a month. Various candidates elected to succeed him refused, in­ 

cluding Roberto Trapolinj intcsrlm charge of collection had to be 

given to the Comsmn©*s ouad^nigrg. /Ivtse de* Pabiani, and the 

Council pressed for a L. 7tODO f then a I, 7 t 500 monthly total, 

with the balance to be paid at the end of the terraf 93 with the 

Paduan canera performing poorly, the Senate in November 1505 

considered various solutions to the problem, but finally decided 

to stand by the t« B,ooo monthly figure, and held to this opinion 

1» august the following year, ^11© the paduan council, temporarily 

deluded over the interpretation of tlie ruling, again failed repeat­ 

edly in its elections of collectorsf ̂

Deadlock in this confrontation was broken in September 1506 

by a peremptory Venetian order to find a collector or else lose 

the right to administer collection* the result was the election 

of the wealthy Antonio Capodivacca, with the condition of an in­ 

itial loan from the Comnmne to assist hlraf^ Defeat for the Paduan 

Council was made laore bitter by rising tax rates t in 1305 dadie 

were levied in th© city at L, 7 10s * per Lira of estlm (the 

rate current till then), in 1506 at L. 7 14 s., in 1507 at % < 

!»* 8 14 st> and in 1508 at i*» 9 9s.696 This was not connected 

with, extra te* imposed by Venice t significantly, despite the 

urgency of military activity in 1508 and 1509, no extraordinary 

taxation was loosed in Padua or the t*st of th*

Respite the absence of the Council records for 1507-09, it is 

possible to discover the cause of the increases? though 

must have covered th© cost of loans to collectors - the 

collector in 1509 retired 0» 1,000, two and a half times what 

Capodivacca had sought - part was du» to an ihcrease in the base 

rate, decided in 150$ and perhaps later supplemented, and p;Tt 

due to tta© payment of arrears to Pitigliano/- 7 Coinciding with 

alafefts "of V general re-distribution ofi dadie shares, these con­ 

siderable extra demands must indeed have



over the problems of direct taxation 
therefor© at its sharpest on the eve of Venetian crisis 

in 1509. Ti-se problems themselves were perennial ones, M 

before this particular political stora* and destined to con­ 

tinue through all tfcc- centurion of Venetian rule of the prov­ 

ince. Th«a0r boftan with the ooonoralc and fiscal oppression of

which privileged aad sh : elded the cityi Padaans

and Venetians alike considerod this the natural order of things, 

Kass recourse to ftoced levying was therefore inevitable, so 

that the unwilling paymnt of the wealthy was compounded by 

iwfi'icieiit and exploitative collection from the poor* admin­ 

istrative reforms ware bound to tackle superficial problems if 

the principles of privilege, eoceaption arid pursuit of individ­ 

ual interest went unchallenged* FOOT administration owed some­ 

thing to dishonesty and ley standards, In Fadwans and Venetians 

alike «* though the Signoria ^tterated to solve administrative 

difficulties by promoting the passage of powers to Venetian 

officials, an<l control to the Councils of state* Though this 

did not constitute an infringement of the torws of the Bolla ir 

d»0ro t which d^ialt briefly and vaguely with fiscal matters* 

the trend was resented, in Padua* rears for the loss of autonorny, 

in the limited areas remaining, were channelled into the contro­ 

versy over the dadle« and the hostility «*hown to extra direct 

taxation* which at tho turn of the century appeared to be aim­ 

ed sol©ly at the city, in t*«e restriction to Padua of tiie 1493 

subsidy* and the formulation of the cagpatico as a taac oh the
MM .^k JMt .. dlL iHk XB JS JM_ j_j. j^. f* ^t ***k *Mk j*^
fB*rWB *' «fc*.S *:• T^ r^fclFi <(^I 1* I *p^t rllTI ^* '
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•• coming at a tiao of pocsr harvests, doubled direct taxation 

sealed unbearable - and Padua suspected the slgnoria of de- 

taanding more from it than from oth«r provinces. Already in 

1495 a Fervarose chronicler - not the nost impartial of 

sources - had reported that f *.» paduani et verone-i suoi 

(Venice*fi) subditi dasi 'orano do miorrn, r>cr starli nal vol- 

untiera subditi t et per da loro despicarse per tante gravease



daitno'i Then the prosecution of Pabiano d@ f Fabir.nl in 

1498 came as a rude warning. The Council's attitude in His 

sup "xart was loss concerned with belief in his fcteosty, or the

technical question of the proper authority to investigate his 

conduct 9 than with expressing its accumulated exasperation 

over Venetian wroirure and inter ferance in the organisation 

andeeol lection of direct taxation* its first reaction in Fab- 

iani's defence had bton to invoke the Boll* d'oro before tho«VMMMM^M«M«MMIWIMRP«HMMIMMi4ll MM**

g?Fl of the Ten, and when they refuse! to prevent his arrest * 

it decided to question the value of the privilege itself, and 

tjy implication the terms of Venetian rule of the city* Its 

representatives in the capital wre briefed to speak of the 

**** 3inceram et svisceratao fidem huins fi^dell&sdmi popull 

l>arat : subirs milie mortes pro illo faliciJisimo etatu ct Iw* 

perlo f » They should argue that the Boll a g tOro was the *«•• 

thesaurus immaculate fidei prowiss©* to Padua 9 ».». ou.o stante • 

fellsc at contentus vixit hie populus 1 * If the giqnpyla refused 

to remove rabiani to the c ciDetence of a Paduan eourt t they 

were to hand over the document of the ngi.la._ <J fQyo and request

novurs vivcndi «ao^i»8 t nt r»c5.anrus ruona*" pacto vlvendum et 

^ sit, et miil^js lefibus deinee^s hec clvitas se posr.it
*«»#

by the

of Paduan protest, anc! unviliing to allov relaticms with the 

Council to deteriorate, and soino compromise restilteds Fabiani 

does n4t appear to have been formally condemned in the Venetian 

criminal courts* But Padua Itept the S^MjLJi*^0 * x^iile ^eriands 

and tdreatn over the collection of - : .lirect taxation intensified* 

Padoan anfOT war, rhetorical - np to a point $ t'-e phrasing of 

protest against the cg22SSlS£ ^at^ a ^n^<wail!l5 ring to it, 

contrasting Venice's supposed founds tic^n by Padua ^.dth Padua f s 

pr<-?sont subjection to its Corner colony isi a tone of angor at

humiliation!02
V ',. -".: The «n*on tocial asswaptlonn of the Venetian patriciate



end Padu.,R nobility, which countenanced fiscal oppression of 

the countryside, were of marginal significance beside t&o 
raw «|U€«?tion of dominion by the one over the other, and the 
Signoria's power to impose its will on the Council 0vsr fiscal 
issues* The g®3tores almost costossary at the overthrow of a 
regime therefore had cons-ldf^rably pore than ordinary isnortance 
in •republican* or 'Imperial* Padua in 1509: all but one of 
***e !S£Sj. ^ere 3*^«ovec! t and t!ie dadia del'io lan»e was abolished , 
its books consigned to the
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don r:*60; idem »La cnpifd^Finanaiaria a' Fircnse dal ;T I4 r;4 
a:i T502 f in A«3«:L> cxil, 1954, A Survey of nore general 
cteracter is" 0, H^ttTHY ^Diroct and indirect Taxation in 
Tuscan urban Finance* in Finance':' ct, i Ca"ptabilit^ T^rbaino 
du xlTle a.q. XVI® Gi§cle f Brussels i~964~ ~{ Acts " oJP the col- 

International,' uianlfenberae, 6-9 Sept* 1962); and
• tlier bibliography may be found in the works quoted here»bj 
4, For Units of space and argument t this study takes no ac­ 

count of venices's fiscal policy towards the mar holdings,
though comparisons vowId be of obvious value* The the­ 
me is* little nore than hinted at in CSSsi's and LAWS' 
outline histories of Venice, though both mention the 
portance of tax anong the causes of Crete's revolt against 
the Slgnorla in 1364 (l»ANS Venice pp. 183 f£,» CESSI Sto- 
yia I t pp t 3? 3 ff«)* Th© specialist studies are those of 
F*THIRifiT and D.JAKOHY, for various aspects of the c:'tato 
da nar*s feistory, but see too P^PRISTO yoriGgia e i furchi 

.- cit*pp* 163 £f, f yhich discuases the par-sage of Venice's
may subjects to Turkish rale ami religion as reneges, 

• . and" attitudes to Turkish rule, with passim? reference to

and c«rt/»Ptscif-^9B&s t 
Catastt

* 3« The langtity study of
(coat*) oscansat leurs .

1427t ( FariS too late to be used.
in the preparation of this



CSSSX Storia IT, p. 19.
1'!.BESK' :CS '"Some Connon Features of Italian Urban
©noe (e, 2,^00*1500)* in Hodiovalia ot r'umanlstlca n.s,

» <Mp A -^ ,__ ̂  •& j**, «•* <IB^M«***'»««*'l*»i«f -'J!*'MiWM>-'-^«Mi-ai*Np* nWiUHUM*. iiu*'*»t >m< •»»•»-••"<*- •••* - •* *****< *mi\*m

I, 1970, p. 195. a *4 lU
70 The Introductory note on sources used (pp. ^ jv ^Indlc 

ei what documentation Is available? though linitod, It 
puts archive-based discussion of finance 'on a different 
level of information with respoot to aost of the blbllo* 
graphy quoted above, Neither the A.3,V. nor the A. ;,?. 
offers collected statistical data on publlo revenues 1 
receipt and .spending at this tine, and the material 
In th© &,S.F, concerning the SgjEKftFft Pisoal© Is oonoentrefc* 
0d In the volumes of Duoall^ oonsio¥Sf "of "scattered and 
Inoonslatently i«®gl stared Totters and receipts. Th© ei^x 
fifteenth century material In the A.S.P. undor Cyerar e. C^.c J/g^ 
.^Lscale consists of three voluxnes of Attl^Civil^" c'over* 
Kg t5h@ years Ili91»ll|.97f ond of linlteTusefulness, Other 
doouoenta survive from the mld«01xt@@nth century, but 
without a sign of ao-ount books* Most of the references

1 , that appear in subsequent footnotes concern hitherto un­ 
published material,, and in the Interests of brevity ro~ 
cognition of preceding use of archival Information had

. been kept to a taininuin, . • ......,-, ••.- ......
8. See Bil^noi_ Oeneral 1 pp. iWWtT* Hi-3«450, 163-6?, 171*?i 

(the""HtrW ajoff'T"ffiif"Qilrd from th© yitam ^1 ... ^ogi ) • 
LAHS ^qnj^oe p. 237 * .^t>r further dlsc'u¥s!I*oH'ol?> finance In
his accoun, cfr# Jp. 3?3-3^» i|.^6| the pages in CB33I
3torlo:< are equally meagre* cfr« vol. II pp. 17 ff.

10. me ̂ lii. division of spending between these categorie 
.olovrpu^l^ v^K<e4 j partial inforimtlon on the weight 
of interest repayments on the public debt Is offered 
by LAWE Venice p. ^6, showing figures oscillating

••'•• between ITTpCTQOO and D. ̂ 30. 000 for tho half eentury 
preceding

11; Soo aWcve; pp0 if-*r •*< -.r -*w —— _ V ——- £f jpr + "" \ \ \ 
It

For the organisation of tho da.gl, see below pp. ,K# H —
0ESSI 3to -la II p. 19. * 
3@© BJJgne^J^anQrali pp. CXLTO ff., 135 ff.

15. Idera "t>p,' ^ts:vTIK!KxV'III I for Padua In particular, see 
FIDO BRANCA *H Ooiaune' XCII1 pp. \2$Q ff. :

16. Fbr the VenAtiaa daai see Biloncl lenorall pp, IXX3CIII ff., 
a3aS pp. 181*3' ( the IF value 8m ™a¥1ScTIFri~a¥ the end of the 
fifteenth century). Btar the terraferfta dagi, Idem pp.

• CLXX ff. | for detailed Information on Pa3ui, cfr« gelagipne 
...Apostino da Hula, whose dagl totals for 1S33 taora or 
jpjjy^^gg^gt^^ flguren available for the later
Quattrocento.

17. See B^lgnoj. genorall pp. ZXfXJ1T ff*
18. Tho isain dSSl liT'Ta^ua ivf©i*o those on milling, wine, meat,

iw.ro.jajMiaJT^BSi traffic at tho city gates. In Venice, with
'• • •. no^3IHrfe tejc In the fifteenth century, th©y wero levlod
•.:. prtecip-ally on wine^ 'intrada* *md'Sjisida* (entry and exit

- of goods from the c i tyT* ^kSS&t^i^. fconirccts), seat and 
oil. Cfr, sources quoted In n," 16 above,

19. FV>r the development of the public debt, soe LUIB Venice 
pp. 150, 1%, 196-97, ^28-29, ^36, 3^V^6, ^26. aF uell 
as the detailed studies by LAHB and tHZSATTO cltod In
n, 2 above.

1ft* See LU3XAWO »I Prestitl 1 cit., eap. p. 630. 
at t See bibliography in note 3 above} on f-ie cotasto In part­ 

icular ae© KOUIO Plorontlne.. Public .'gLncmoes: n«»- «r. 7k. H



If* ^q^lgS^JsFSSli PP. «C ft.
^^sSSSEift,^ PT22 notes that Venetian sponding after 
u>4-( depended on fx»equont borroi*lng from the banks, whose 
xoan services «... si p»lungr.:rono per tutto 11 seoolo, 
ftuanto dttrd 11 fatieoso lavoro dl asaestaxaonto dolle fin- 
an»o avanti la lega dl Caxnbrai,..t Of the banks* ir«ipor1> 
£"2® Jr Sho lat91* fifteenth century there can be no doubt, 
out th© 'assestomnto* of state finance by Conbrai is an 
unsubstantiated hypothesis, at best relative. *tor the 
role 02? the banks see LAHB 'Venetian Bankers* *lt. i idem 

3' 9-31| C333I Storla II pp. 2;V23. Up to•V J *"'M*a>*P|'*** JB ~ ——-HIP'"—- *••* •»** w^|r*4» «•»*** «»*l» JM*fc70 t-« i.. . ^*—»«*,^ 0 ^Je^ W

discussion and further biBITo^Faphy can bo found in
....LtTT^ i Bank t^ney in v0nice £0 the Mld pifteenth Cenb-

~ ^"'netja t j^j.*^pnornia •5^>e/3f- j^ejQlI XIII* 
..-....-J-VT. ,--- — —llti oG^tfea "^o^fciHiana^'Sl'" 3tulfi'ot"""taWTIju^o 
IrlteFnazlonale di Storia -;conoalca "£rancesoo Datlhi", 
Prato, in the course of publication), Ilueller offers irib* 
erestlng Information on the extent of the bank's services 
to the state; their priority to repayment waa such that 
the state f s private creditors (he quotes a law of I'fJK) 
made a practice of transferring their credits to tho baiks. 
There is obvious ground for comparison* with Florence, 
where deficit finance set wealthy- ahort-.toiro lenders on 
ter^'is of preference in repayment over the msa of nonte 
stocMiolders. In Florence these lenders occupied the icey 
financial posts In governjnenti though this was not the 
case in Venice, relations between government and bankors 
were extremely close, (Ofr. the studies by M&HK3, above n,3). 
300 Blloncl Oenerall pp, CUXX, 2181 VStlTU^A ,!tobllta e Pep* 
glo pi Ii07 JWaHTn, W* Th& ppovinca of Padua*s abar© of me 
5* 100,000 total ^aa D, 10.300*
See LANS £enlce pp, 324*^6, a brief account of 16th cent­ 
ury publieTYinence, and STSLLA f La Regolaalone 1 cit, He^©' 
doubled between 1500 and 15?0t largely tlirough the growth 
of indirect tax yields, and of the terrggema»a contpii 
ionf the Hovlgo camera fiacale*s al.Ioca¥elr "expenditure 
rose from n* Soo^Tn'TSSS ^"B 7BOO in l l>73, cfr. n "

ft,1 " ' Wr " the immediate aftermath of Agnadello, see 
'IIBOT? *¥enlce in the Crisis of the League of Cast>ral* 
ed. J»E4LE Henaisaanc© 7onioe.f (London 1973), osp. Pi^ 

283*65, snd 0,~SS£iSt ""^Autfiori'ljy ond the Lai-j in Honaissanoe 
ITenice 1 (also in HAL'£)» asp. pp, 33-1*33. Th© thewe of 
finance is clealf with aoro specifically by Prof, R.PI1IL4Y 

• of Hartwlok Collage, Oneonta, l?,Yt , in Ms forthcoming
book ;Tl^^Fatrio^an^He^^lic^t^, Politicg_ snd Const 1 tutlon 3n 

' Honaia ano'e^j/oHca^, (c^a*pter"W^par€' JlT"*vfa2» and" 'finance* 
15^^151*7)1 I "ew much obliged to hte for use of tho manu­ 
script, as well as sound^advice,

26. LA1IE Venice., (pt>* 2l|,2, c5l|.8,3^ fJP»§36r>*»6fj.) suinraarizes dis» 
ous01on*'oTvhe8o theiaes, also reporting debate awong con- 

; tteporary Venetians* The whole question acquired special 
tenedlacy in the jaonths following loan of the ter^oforaa 
in 1509, cfr* GILBERT Venice in the Crisis f ci¥T

27. See A.aiX)HIA La Boll a dlQw nella Do dial one dojUa Cittd

28. 8fi»A"~a¥ove~ "mTTl' an<i 7T''W6"ugE"^pporeritly precise on nary 
points, the figures in the 1533 nelaalone show a conald- 
erable discrepnnoy between Income and expenditure f duo to 
the absence of apr roxlrnately half tlie dadla ylold: the



28. figure listed ifi D. 10.355, instead of D. 20,530 A5 / 
(eont.} total duo froro a full year's oxaction. (Phis latter f 1

corresponds to tho dadta total of L 136.800 * above n. 15 • 
less tho L. 9.200 do^wFod by Venice In liyj.6 to coinpens- 
ate for Venetians! property which had passed off the prov­ 
incial tax lists * below |*^-~f )« Th® cause of this oisias- 
ion ia not our concern, and it is sufficient to note for 
present purposes that substitution of the first figure ^ 
th© second brings th© QaiBera's Incomes little sho/t of 
equal to its assigned expen3itur6.

29. Future reference to Paduan revenues should be understood 
to Mitt •• the contents of fable III, while the first three 
itens of :Pable V together constitute the C^era*a 'Ven­ 
etian* revenues,

30» 'The 1533 figures included for eoKjpariaon havd been altar* 
ed as specified above in n. 20.

31* £br the term 'ordinary1 and th© categories of spending it 
embraced* see below pp^iv^-Xn th© suranaries of ?on©fc 
spending (above n. 8) the total of the Conora'a local 
expenditure varies between D, 34,600 anBTBTTUfOOQ, 
th© exception of the Hj.90 figures (D. 2ij,,.G0G) f but this 
sisa was probably obtained by subtracting the D. 36,000 
due Zi'Qri tho Cffiera for arr^* pay froia the D. 60, $08 ostlra* 
ated gross revenues, and erroneously asstsaing tho rest to 
be local expenditure» '?h© actual total under Item 1) as 
'presented in th© Tafel® is different from all these figures, 
and though it may seein unwise to dispute wtiat little evid­ 
ence there is, it should be borne in mind that authority 
in Venice had less than perfect knowledge and control of 
the £amera»3 local spending (cfr» below pp.i^fl-). I'he two 
figures presented for Item 1} a) reflect the cut of aboit 
D. 1^250 Biade in 1$02 (below pp.^l-^Ji the dimensions of 
these economies anyimy sURfTest that D. 1^,000 is too mod­ 
est a total for Iteras l)a) and l)b) over the preceding 
years, and there appears to have been no significant chsnge 
in th© rates or overall number of salaries between 1502 
and 1533. ^he fra^3©ntary accounts for lf>10 support this 
assertion (eft** n* 33 K so that Item l)a) as reformed in 
1502 should roughly natch the 1533 figure, ulth the add­ 
ition of perhaps D. 1,000 of salaries poid from the Camera 
to officiuls and guards in other provinoes, an elemoSE 
absent i$i 1533t ^>^t reckoned among Padua's 'ordinary 1 
expenditure at the end of tho fifteenth contury. The total 
0^ Xtons 1) *3) before the 1502 economies should therefore 
be of the order of D. 23f250f added to the 0. 36§ 000 of 
isilitary pay allocated to the Ojaabejga in lU.90f with all 
other obligations reisioved (cfr. pp; ~\&> ) f the result is 
very near the estimated D. 60f OOO gross revenues in that 
year, one! within reasonable proxtoity of the D, 65,500 * 
B. 65,600 otftitaateB of other years (above n. 0), wnen 
Items 3) and l\.) of oufc ^able had differont values,*..

32. 'The first three Items IB this Table were regularly de­ 
spatched to financial offices in Venice, and do not figiare 
in the CUaaereJs ©XDenditure; nor ere they mentioned in 
the 153^ accounts. The fourth occurs in the 1Q3 sumnary 
only as" an account of expenditure for irhich it uaa used, 
and th© main iteia - rei*a*ds for tho capture of outlaws - 
i» loft blonlc, so that only D* 180 /5 A9 of oflninistra1> 
ive costs are mentioned**.

33. Cfr. the lists in A.3.P. Camera e Cancelleria yiecale vcflL. 
252, (thd pay-roll in 1?10} and jjBlagione..,.\gostino da



33* ©nd tho description of the Hovigo £araera*s 
(oont. } a?.* activity in Helaglonl dai HottorFTonoti, VI, Hovigo

..II ..I aitlM.nl. •HI- ••mil nil.. I III ..I. ,1.1,1, II... I.I ,«„..,.,, ...» M r. i mnlF * «-»

0i>. below pp. oi^l
35* ^he PodeatiMs tirae w<ss Esoro frequently dedicated to Jud­ 

icial "activity, but the Captain also had military re­ 
sponsibilities (above pp.^Y^* duoall might refer to 
the Captain aa the Governor *.*, ouFlnprlKio ineuzabunt 
ralgotia omnere..,' (A. 3, P. Inacali rog, C o. SQv 22 July 
lij.79) but both were hell responsible » «,>.omuere istlus 
nostre prtraarli estis et ears gubomar© habotis,,, 1 (A,S,P, 
Ducall x^eg* B « 0 6 11 M«a% ll|,85). Cn^ Podosta who wrote 
to the Collegio protesting that tho garoaga was the bysli> 
«j»a of Captain and CoTOgleg^il, was dSSply contradicted, 
(A,S,V« Gollogio toCfer^" "SiS^te rog. 5 o. .833? 9 Map* ll| 
See A»S,V. Collegio 'Lettopd ^©gi»©to peg. 5 o. Wir 2U llov* 
ll|01|j to noxid sums raquostod ^^.^etiom ©i o^ vostris p3?o- 
px»110 aervlra nobla debarotia, sioiit vos pluries feoist- 
la*, 1 Cfx», A# 3€V, Dieoi Letter© H©ttoi»l al Caplf b, 80, 
2? Deo».lS029 tho Captain x*opot»todt*«.# lie habi t^asf er5t o 
£n earaef»a»..« adding t iat he would b© obliged to '.^so- 
vani.ro ourn mol danai»i..# pez» non lasaopo quoGtl EBschini 
in diapox»atione»«* ?| Ibidem 28 July 1,£Q6 tho Captain waa 
buoy In the Cntaei*a raisllig 'inoney to ppovoat f »*. ch© 11 
of f iolali ry&iTTa¥Ino glotoni©. , * «

37* toat of the fifteenth century material in A.3.P, Camera 
•• e Canoelloria Fisoale is of a legal nature: citation and 

examination of parties at law§ witnesses, judgeisents, as 
as the registration of financial guarantees offered

the Cjera's debtors and public officials involved in'
* fewt

38* Lasers Xvere regularly alloyed to defend tlie gajoera* s
interest ajbi proceedings in Venice, After a phase "onf:n 

'• tesijxxrary, single' commissions (A«3 t P* Ducall rog, B e, 
'162* 25 May li|7k, reg. 0 c, B8r 18 5fcb, mSlu to the

scribe Bartdloraeo I^rln, and the university law 
Oiovanni Battista Rosel""o) f the appointment be- 

permanent^ (Idara reg*. E c, ?3r 23 Oat, 11^.39 the 
dismissal 'of BVanceaoo Bualnellof A#Sf?« Senate Terra 
reg» 12 e* Slv 23 Apr, 349k Piero SpinQlli f e salary set 

k at D, 30f td.th similar provision for thz«ee other j^gaerg,! 
in 1533 * efr. Eela8ioi50. . * Agoatino da Hul.a * tuoTaSr^^.w-— •—.^' »-'««' " —• w 1 M Iiljr^ ,m • -- ' jr~C" t' -'•*•••- •——--•• — ---•- —— - — —— — •— •••—

vocates were on tliepayroll ) .
39. Apart from tho decisions of Venetian legislation on this 

raatter, referred to in the discussion of systeiss of pay- 
taent that recurs in tho following pages, evidence of 
moneys * despatch to Venice is provided by the partially 

, '~ ' registered ie^ceipts in r©gg, B * a of the series A,3,P, 
12UO&11, whose Inclv^sion deteriorates progressively in 
regularity, leaving much to be inferred. 
I^r the !?en*s ^c^rCTa see p^t/i^l * hat follows is taken 
3ftw>i33 H,3AlItlDO Oa" ¥fajia tx* atibtia Ur»bla (with Iden Oronaohetta 
ed, H, FDLIB, t^e'siice' 'IIJo7]7^^All!P!' I^^Coatl^g^ieT "aric[ 
A.M IIOS^O L« Arc^lvlo^dj^i^o^ di, Vengp^ (Bi^liot^eque 
do 9 Jteiales "iis'i'ltutoruiQ vol,^, ftorae 1937 -UO ) , 
There was no single clearing house for Vonetlcn public 
inooraos, since many offices In the capital collected and 
disbursed tbe moneys In their ohnrge without passing then 
throuc5h the Oonora del Oorauno, ans^ arable for t on to to 
checking and~iJ<!HInF^Worlty of va ious other org,ons f 
(cfr. MRAIOTT op, cit. xi, pp. l$2-56 for t: \e nurnbor



1(1 • and attributes of the financial offices active in the 
(cent*) capital at this tlioe),

See receipts in re&g, B and 0 of the aeries A* 3, P. Du- 
call, enp, re?% c o» 87v and ff. for the :ar of i7err*arat 
A f S«V« Seaf.to terra rog, 10 o* I5jv«.£5r 18 July 34891 
cfi% receipts in At 3 t P. Ducall r©g, n e, ?Br •* 03v, 
Though the various financial, magistracies wielded often 
©xtoiisivc Jurisdiction, it wan the Ajgg^dori uho handled 
many legal questions arising from provinoTaT dasi, tax 
exemptions and ittnunitles* and the general adSSTfstratiaa 
of issoneys due to the state. Cfr, rulinge by the *enote 
over appeals competence (tho ^SS^SSfSi. wr*e olao rospona* ' 
Iblo, with the Auditor!^ for ^errWerma eases 1 iter to- 
vorda the Venetian* appeal coin^SSTFTTCilU ''* Dueall re;;, 0 
o* 6ij.r 11 !%j l?.|.?6 f r®c. D o* Br 3 Sept. 14?6. 5^r evi* 
denoe of tli^ir Investigation of th^Paduan Caroega f 3 affairs, 
see belo'tf pp./io^ J?fvxli • 
Se© above px* 3 ^ - . ' " '
-B-AO official frequonoy of foallet-te.' waa set at lo^?er levels 
when moneys were extr0iael^ short* as for example during 
che Italian v-?aawi * below p.'2>°_
Se© A.5.V. denato ^arra reg. 7 c. 31** 5 Mca», Ik7^f rag. EO 
c« 21 2? July 114.86 and o. 161v*62x» 12 Se^t. ll^89| .A,30V. 
Senato Secret a r©g» 39 o. 3^v 14 3v&y 150P, reg. 14-1 o, 
2^ Boe. 1508.
i^>r discussion of these thezaes, see ML 
and their IJajrtevs cit. f esp, pp. 91 ff« 

1|.9« "™Sly Srosotia" "grossed more 3?e venues., with D, 7^ 000
to Padua's D» 65f SOO •* followed by ?©rona and
eaoli tfith about D» 50f.OOO. ?ioeiiaa with B, 35*SOOt and
so on*«« (clr, n# 9 above],
In the interests of brevity one reference imist suffice
for each* ?br Colleone see A»S f "\ Duoali peg, B o* 7?r
7 Dec, 1461 1 for Halatosta Xdeia reg^ 0 e, 59r 4 !"Iaa?. 34^0 J
for Sanseverino fdeci reg. B o, 8r 30 June lq.8|j for ?arano
A.3*V. Diedi Mistt r®g, 22 c* 226z» 29 B©c. 1485> for §oj>
saga A.3»P, Dueall rag* S 0, 81p? 6 Doc* l?4.90f for Orsini
Idera reg» F o, 4^v 7 ^c, 1497«

51. Hiis point is developed below, see pp. ^ffr"
52. !^j attesipt has b©©n mad© to give a balanced account of • . 

warxfar©* In this and the two succor ding periods consid^ 
®r©df rsor * for obvious reasons * of sources of revenue 
and ai»eaa of opending not directly ooneernod with the

Further data on the financial side 
and thinly elaborated on an

analytical level) iaay b@ found in Bilanci jjenerall. Much 
useful financial Information, as weTT aa a hopriaHve of 
Venice f s wurs in the later fifteenth o©nturyf may b© 
found in published form in the oont-ezaporaa^y MALl?!SRO f 8

(isor® aonoise and ap ? >roachabic than the diarists 
and. 3ANUDO, x^hoae coverage begins In the last.

: - cade of the eentury, and extends well beyond Gcmibral). 
CE33I Storia dl Ve.nezia I pp. ttf>3 ^*t II PP. 32-71 glvos 
a reatSe^T^lBSoxaocy and warfare over the half century, 
Por the- Turkish rfar of 114.63*79, &n^ further bibliograpiiy, 
soo pa'jflO Venezia o 1 Twohl. PP. 25*33*

S3# Seo |.MI,7.l7!*FT^n1ST"fi5^^ PP. 121-^, the 
ceremony of his appointment by the new Doge in 3458; Ider.i 
p. 138, considerations on his contract of 1457,



Despite th© ^noewrpinr*, of funds in Venice, no najop 
alteration in the Camera 1 a routine was causod< until 
the Republic was oSfflaTE£ed to nilitopy action "Italy, . 
in the :lonagna in I469t when torpafenno. revenues wore 
diverted via the capital and, anSIcipat'od by borrowing, 
(so© A t s t7» Senato 1'eppa reg. c. 6Qp, 68v:l3 and 21 
Aur*. 11^69 )j a resume of 7onice*s Homagna policy and 
protectorates at this time my be found in At3011AH )I
*Venessia © Gesope Borgia', 2iA§5jL* n» s « xx» 1910* 
jsfcp Coll ©one* s pay, &e© th© relwonoo in n« 50 above, 
and At s.P. Duoaii reg. B o, 7?v 13 <?uly 3462, c.90v 
26 Jan. l!;65t c. 9ip? 30 nay 346 15, o. 95v lit Doc. U;6$. 
o. 97v 1 Juno 3466, c. 103v 12 Got. Ui68j also A. 3,7. 
Sonato Terra rag* 6 o» 39v 18 Oct. I!|.o6«*. and A, 3. P. 
Duoaii reg, 0 e, 33v*3^r 9 I?bb* llj.73 (moneys still owod 
to hia estate aftrep hia O^ath)* i^or *iiuah of this tine 
h© waa du© for L. 25,000 a xaonth fi*oa tho Cgaeraf ©qui- 
valont to D* ^8,38? /2 AO p*a., the largo5F"sSST demand­ 
ed from Padua to ndLlitory pay throughout our period,
•Bio Tan were the source of xaost of the intorvontions 
listed, but despite thoia? solicitations, and direct re­ 
lations betwaon Oolleone^ represent at ivoa and. the Can** 
era's sources of supply (tax exactors ) 9 payment was- weak, 
S©$ above n* Hi, 

56« '^his t^f s origins i-mv® In t--ie simple interruption of
officials 1 a alary and gains. It appears as thr^ subtract­ 
ion of a regular percentage in U^3^i> as 10-15 $ deducted 
from the salary of nobles aerving outside the city. It 
was developed and extended 3>n the yetura proooding the 
Peace of Lodi, left in focpce at a reduced rate after the 
tez*?3lnation of hostilities, and increased ."in 11^ -to 
rates of 20, 30 and !4,0 %9 with a fduo? xaonth period of 
office following a year's service to b© witliout salary. 

, (Gt*. Bilwl nerali pp* C1XVH f", f 1(^-06} UTSZATTO
183} A.3.7* HaBfiior Con»

and
11 Sept. 3468 )« It waa generally "named according to the
percentage cttrrantl in fore© » o,g. «35 © ^> pe** cento 1."
It WP-S s©t at 2/3 in Ui.70, but mot with ouch ̂ 
that the pates were readjusted to 3£ ^nd 55 /> * &&® A«3»V, 
Sonato ^r-ra pera, 6 e. 112v 5 Doo« 3470, e. 3Ll3r 10 Doc. 
14?0». c, IS^v 2o Mar, 3471 5 A*3«7« Hoggiop Oonsiglio E0» 
glaa'd* lOlr 3 Sept* 34?*» c. 10?r at Dec. Hi?l» c. l?8r 
5 Apj»« 1478 (referring to previous renewals, ordoplng an* 
other } «

59. Soo above B. 22*
60. 13ic 4fay.^foyB» da ^^r© also th© subject of vopy ninop

below pr.>.\^^ * for* discussion of
the extpeopdinary direct taxation, see 

61. Its yield ITOS. slov - appeops were still being collocted
twelve yeapa later*, sea Af 3«?t Duoaii pegt 2 c. 67v*68p
28 Oct* i4D8. 

62t A«3«V t Senato fe?^a pog« 6 c. 103v 2!^ Sept. ll|.70, (effods-
ivo fop o&c yeap). 

63. 5bp exonple to pay troops in 5tl|ai in the autism of
S0o A»S tV. Sen- to Terra pog. 6 c. l3> 27 Oct. 

61;. A0 S 07 # Senato Te*pa Peg. 7 o. 3x* 15 Mop. 1473. 
65. At 3.V. Senato Ter-a peg. 7 c. 2r 1 Hap. U|.73.

At s,Pf Ducali -ag. B c. l6lp? 16 Juno 3472;.



67* A. 3,7, Senate Terra yog. 7 o. 5t 7 Ifov, 347*1* o. 62r 
22 Dee. 147k. ?he laut payment from '"adua in execution 
Of this oilier appears to hove been in August Hf75f soo 

. . A*S.P. Ducal! reg. B c. l3l|.v 16 Aupc. l!;75l the G
paid half their revenues to Venice t and not ^ 
ae originally ordered - of?, below

66, A.3.V. Senate .Terra reg. 7 c. 7?v 5 «Tun© 34?£^ roserv- 
ing tv-o proceeds for allocation by t^e Senate, ?br the 
spoed of exaction, ofr, below p. £2^.

69* Seo orders by th© Senate, A.S.V. Sonato Terra rag, 7 
o* 133v 19 July Utf6* c. lltfr 16 Joru 1477, c, 172v 
13 July l4?7, o. 179r 23 Aug. 3477. c, 191r 18 Doc. 
llj,?7» mostly to repay the ioranaso bank.

70. 3ee T>. Ai -
71. See A.S.7, ^enrfto Tcawr. rng. 7 o. I66r ^9 "lay 1V77,
??. 3©o e.g. 'A«S t7, Senato fPerpa 1*03, 7 c. 1^3? t Hax», Ui.77.
73* Soe A.';.7» Senate fepi»a res. ? o, 191v 29 :D©c. 1?477»

e# 19op 28 3*eb. ll|.77* ^e instruction wo.s first to cond
tho balance after necesnery local spendingf then a su^i
waa opeoifiod » cfr, A t B t F» Due all reg. C o, ty&v k !ilar,
1I^7B. Subsequent references ope to fl, 5>»000f instead
ot 5*200 - idera o. 3Br 7 Ally 1U78,
A.S.V, S©noto Terra reg. 6 c. 69v 22 Oct. 1&795 A. 3.?.
i>ucali r»eg, E c. li^r lij, Dec. 11|.79*
A, 3^7. Sonato Terra r©g. 7 e. 63? 10 May 11^73 * a proposal
repeated sixteen yoors later 9 cfr. idem rog» 10 oi 159v
17 Aur% 11^89.

76. See ^UGctll sent to Pa^ua in 12^7^*75 authorising pay to
the university teacher 3 f mainland arny companieev garria* 
ona and guarde, a?id Governors 1 officials, and ateilar 
excer^tiona outhorlied in Ui7B»79, A*S.P. Ducali peg. B 
c. l£4v 30 June ll»7t|., ». 161i.y-6gr 1 July Ii4.71ff c, 175v 
31 Jan. Ik75l A.s.V. Senate ^o-ra reg. 7 c. 6^p 22 Dec. 
UtfU* o. w>y 3-3 *^b. 3475. o. 70v 18 Mar. 1U75, c, 191v 
29 Dec, 1Ij.77 # o, 19l*.v 214. Jan, l^l-TBg o. 19-3r 23 Fbb. 1471 

; It was not tb.e first tino suspension of payments had 
been practised » ofr* Bilanol Oenorali pp. 113-19, a 
Senate Xat* of 6 Dec, ll|F5»*^Hi^T *t3CsS authorised oxcopt* 
ioaa*

77* A,,?».V. Sonato tferra rag, 7 c« 67v 21 Pob, 3475 (except 
those of I». 20 a month or loss >^ tho same order had 
bean glvon, though for only tw rx>nt!ia f duration, In 
3468 * Idera rog« "6 c. 17^ 7 Apr. 1468.

78. A. 3.?. Senato Terrs i»og. 8 o. $2v 7 Jtily 3479f c, 57r 
30 July 3479, c. 59v 13 Aug. 3479. 3br exas^los of un* 
mithorisseci exceptions, s0© th© period floroh-May 1478, 
A.s.F. Duoali rej. C cc. S!.v-36r.

79t CIV. above n* 76, and At 3.1T. Senate Terra reg. 8 c. 7r 
17 Apr. 347Bf c. 13v 1 Jtme U».78 t o. 19? 7 «Tuly 3478»

. c. iBv 3 Aug. 1478.
00. Fbr later orders, sea A, 3. P. Ducali r»eg, D c. ,^0r 5 Mar. 

3487» reg. E o. 37v 12 ^eu. 1408; cf£. below p(i. 268-1 ^ 
Seo G. D3 SANDHS f Dottori» Ifcivarsita, Comune a Padovo 
nel Quattrocento 1 in ua^dgri BOP la stor la jell »^^ " "

di Padova, It r. nt^the Snate QS signed 
tJic'lr payHES^the prooeods of th© Paduan dazlo dollajj 
del, pamd. In 3461 it added a toted of L.~5f 8b(T Tr"ora 

""of Verona. Bergamo and ^reviao (A.3.V. Sonato 
o. 170r 16 Apr. 1461), but In 3480 revoked the

ord rs on Verono and Bargnno, wMch had provoc! unrolioblo, 
transferiiig tlieir share of L. 1.500 to th© Poduon Cornoro, 
(Idem rag, 8 c. llOr 2^ Oct.



82, dfr. below pp.
fS* A«S,V« 30nato Terra peg* 6 c. 120? 8 Feb. 1471.
84. Ofr. above p. 8? and n. $3t and below n. 85,
85. A*3»V, Senate Itepra reg. 5 a, 176r 34 *?eb. 146?, strenth- 

enod In 147& by a general prohibition on nobles 1 trading 
with the military, Idem reg. 8 c. 2v 10 Mar, 1478,

66. A.3.V. Senato Terra reg, 6 e. 171v 27 tfuly 1472.
$7t He is described aa scribe *auper publicist in A.3.P. 

Duoali reg. Hubeo ce. ?lPv-13r, 19 Dec. 2466, and was 
probably oinong tha personnel of the Venotlan~adzd.nistered 
Camera de 1 Lavorlerl (Office of forks).

38. ir^;TT^cal1Tr6g7*B o. 167* 23 Aug. U.^, c. 179v 7 
Apr. 1^75, c. 170r 16 Sept. 1474* e. 179v 10 \pr. 
and rog. C c. 57v-58r 28 Jan. 348C.

89. A«3,7% Cap! del Dieci llbtatorio reg. I e. i^v, letters 
of February 14B? conoorning the supply oi* goods by Mur- 
iani to the constable Albon©sotof paid from Brescia.

90. ir.LIPISHO Armali I p. 161 • ~fe proounably made his peao© 
with t!i© VelSlSTah authorities, sine© the teraodiato outozy 
in 3470 was «on8idGrahle.

9i» A.3,F» Dueall reg, C o. 12v 28 HOT. 1476,
93. A.3,P. Duoali reg. C e. 70** 6 !fov. 3J4BO,
93« ^02? C3c.-*ripl0 the Znra. l^^ao^gj^eazate, who complained to 

the Signoria about t?ib SCTxtarnjalEnora soi^ibes In 1470 - 
A»^% ?,'Duoali reg. B o. 119ir 6"lS5rI470. . 
A,3,?. Du-oali peg. C e. 17v*-l8r 27 Aug. Hi-76, action by 
t3ie Senato to op^oso the practice} c£*v .4 t S.V» Diooi Midb 
reg. 19 o. P30v~31r, c. ?32Vt prosecut5.on and exile in 
Hay 11;BO of one of the Savl-^jdi ;ferraferna »a inotarias 
for collusion with the conpGnfes"* oHancelTops. 
^^ of 11 Jime 1476f sent to Padua in a iucole of 12 
«Tune H4.76 * A,S,P, Duoali s*eg. C o. Hiv-T3r. t3he proposal 
to draught fcerraforna revenues tTH»cn^h Venice in 1! |.73 
vxjuld have 5a3e lHe*^^3ryrod_i_topl central paymasters of 
the mainland array, o3&~."""above p. ̂ and ,n. 65.

96, A.3,7. Senato Terra x»eg. 7 o. l?9v 5 uept.. 1476.
97» 1?hesQ were earlier pi*6visionsf which the 1476 legislate* 

ion was to strenfjt^en, ofi». A,r:,V. 3onato terra roc* 6 
o. 84r 3 Feb. 1470, o, 194v~95*' 34 <?an* 3473-

93» Cfr. above p.fhmcl n. 74.
99f See tho Senate's declared opposition, A.S.V. Senato

Terra rog. 7 c. 8lv 27 «Jtily I4?p*
100, Ehe practice was attacked in 1467, see A.5.7. Sonato 

Terra i*eg. 5 c, 176i' 14 ?*^* 1467 - but Golleone had 
reserved to it, with the ^igiopia ap-'/oaring to accept 
it as necessary, (above n7~15jTr 

101 H See A»s,P t Due all reg. 3 c. 347? 3 Aug. 1473
102. Soe A»S»P# lucali reg. B c. l86v* 17 Aug. 1475, and the 

Senators reeoiiuaendatlons in 1479 (sbove n. 74) «• ^.^. 
below pTj.^^i-ii, iz> { ilo-» -

103. Cfr. above p. I 6 - 
104* C,tr. above p. Saa. 22.
105. It had continued at the 1470s ra&e after th© darkish Vter, 

Cx>. ebove n. ?8f and A, V/t fb^gloi* Consiglio "^egina 
a. P04v 9 Jan. 1480* The new increase, of Deooniber 14^3 > 

• • was to last for tho duration of hostilities - A.^.V. MX ag 
io* Conalglio St©lla c. 3^v 6 Dec. 1483.

106. A.S.V; Senato Terra res* 9 c * ^^or 18 ilai». 1)4.03.
107. For the question of the pyovisionoti»3 pay, ofr. bolow

j foi-* the war in the Fa'dovaho, ofr. b6va p.
'*•?!



108. The Padunn Canpra's assessed total was D. 3,000 a raonth. 
Since the sT^oSTa used teri?afe:rma incoines to underwrite 
credit froiT t!ie*15anks , P'adua conllhuod for somo months 
aftea? peace was toado to send largo suns to tfonice. Gfr. 
A.S.V. Senate 1?©j*ra rog. 8 c. 173r 11 Oct. lli<3£ f c. 192* 
27 *ob t 1^831 A.3.P. Duoali res, D co. 3v-4v, entries of 
Nov, and Dec. li|Bl;,

109* C£r. above p.^i
110. 'Uhe ^enate several times debated tho despatch of refonn- 

ing officials* before docidlng on the two -Avo^adQgJ in 
Kai»ch l?j,88» further strengthening their power is lEn'ifune. 
Cfc% A,5.V. Senate Terra reg, 10 c. 21 2? July lq,86t 

. • c. fifcff l<? Kar. llj.8? t c. 88 11 Hex*. Uj,38 t c* 103v 19 June 
Hj.88. The If arch ordei» suspended payiuent by the Cgmgre on 
all except ! ordinary' payaoata and cui*x»eht £ii?wy"~§Hl£tte 
moneys wes»© then oi*£eT*ed to Vonloeff bo repay financing "* 
Of tho anqy undertaken with funds in the oar>itol v cf>% 
Idea c. 9i^-95* 19 May 114.88, and 4.3.7. CJolleglo aecr^ffea 
Cosm-aissloni, reg. 11,^8^^95, c. lav-^ar 12 ,vug. 14,36.

111. A«S.V. senate Ter^a -eg. 10 c. lOTv-QBr 21; July JU08, 
AtS»?» Dueali rag. 3 o. 6la? 9 Sept. 2488.

112. Cfr. Bilanoi ggnoyali pp^ 1^9-162, A.3.V* Senate Terra 
rog, ir^c".^^1 IT^epf. 11^90. (I^Sosieys duo to the map 
oelrnpanlos Mere to pass as^boforo through tho of?£ee of
tho J^OYZ^^°Zl^§°J!£S.~ie ^azaere).

113. Qf*.~151ie no*te""on soui*f»es 'To^"1^i0 paucity of
reportliig the admlniatratrtv© activity of Venetian 
istracies in the 15th eantury. ( (\- 1 ) - 
She partial evidence available* attests thoir prosenco 
in llj.61^ 1M^, Hi-67, 1U71, 1U76, ll.|.?6, 1U.80, li^B 
3J4.3? and Ili93 * after which the reoerda are a^ars©, but 
tl\ero is no reason to suppose any diminution of their 
activity • Ofr. "i.'.P. Ducali re.^. B o. 8,^v»G6r 6 July

.^enato ^err-a rag, 5 c. 106r 8 Jon» 346;:>t 
reR. B,o. 91vf 92r two ducall of 1 Mar* 

seni-ito Ter^a r©g. 5 o. Io9v9" Jul^- Ui67$ 
Iden reg, 6 c, li».2i» 10 Gept. 11^.71. c. 114.3^ 16 ^ept, 
end A.S.F, Atti V c. 8lv 1 Oct. li!.71 (the intervention 
of two noble exactors specially oowuissioxied by the Sen* 
atet dealing with olergy Kionoyo and radiums 1 office tac f 
and therefore acting in tho Sojorn^torl * s interests }| 

' A,s,Vi Senate ^orra peg. 7 oTTI^^W^me 1476; A.3.P. 
DoecO-i *»e«5. C c, 35^ lo Apr. 31|.70j faen c. 60v ?4 Apr. 

' Hj.80, e» o^r tt-m receipts dated 6 July l:.;80j A.S.V. Coll- 
egio Tfotatorie rc^g. l£ , entry datsd 27 May ISOI* (with 
reforopoe to e sale conducted at Padua by a Governatorl
scribe, 5 Aug. ll$3t for a ?enation.*5 dgc^g, debt a j ; 

; ' A.S.P^ Duo all veg. D c. ?r 31 Ijoo. HjBl«" looS r©g* 3 o. 
. ' 35v 20 Sept.. Uj.87, A.,S,P. Atti VII e. lOC?r 5 Sept. 11^8? 5 

A.3,Pt Duoell reg. F o. llr 16 Slov. 11^93. t
115. A. ^V. -Senate Tetwa rog, 6 c. 91r 19 June llj.70j A.S. \ 

Ducall r©<% B c. l67v» I68r lit. July and 3 Sept. limi 
and cfr. A t S.Vt 3onate tl'erra rog. 8 c. 90v 21 liar. U|,3o f 
3?oforonoe to t^e ^l?y^£ exactors 1 past .'mriual tours of 
tho Venetian citiosf A.3.P, 3uoali reg. ? c. 30v 7 I>^e. 
1U95, c f 39v 29 Aug. Uf.97.

116. Prorvcditori came annually to the provinces* to contract 
^tKoToIT'dQ^ioj officials -c -e sonetiiaes oont to speed 
tbo exact! erf of moneys and t: \eir despatch to Vonioe, 39 o 

^, e.g. A.S.V. Senate ?©rr reg. 6 c. ll^r 10 sopt. 
A.3*P/DSoali reg. B c. 121v-22r 11 Sept. 1?;71.
below p. loo « -

117. Ci>. above p. ^ Table V.



118* in Uj.68 ~ Af 3.V. Senato ^erra reg. 6 c, 3?v 11 Aug. 
$ 114,71 * above n. lllu in 3476, 3478 and Uj.80 it 
tho secretary Cloraonte '^hedrldini * A.3,P. Dpoali 

. 0 c. I6v and 17v 22 Aug. 011 : 12 Sent, Hj.?6f c. 
37r 2? I-fey 1MT8, o* 57 21 Jan. l^SG} also in lljBO 
^he pygyAgor ?addeo Contorini, idoin o. 6!j.v 6 July 
llj.80 } irT "IKBl • tho Proweditore sppra lo Canero Moroo 
^orsi, idoi3 c. Jto'TrySfTWX^ WTfTH TJjBa 
oitisen functionaries, though the Senate had planned 
to send noble ©iraotors « A t S tV t Senate 'l?erra reg, 8 
c. 150v 13 Hay l!^8a. o. l£?v 2a June Hi.82, e» 1735» 11 
Got* 1U82J and in l^ agoln Ttoed«adini, Idem rag. 9 
c« 5?.|r 10 Fob* l].|%f c, 05 21 June Ui.8l.f» c. 06v 26 
June 1431|., o* 9t|.v 25 JUly IkSl^., and A.S.V. Collegia 
Seorotc Gonf;;.i8ionl, i»©g« Ii|d2»95« «* 6?v-63v 30 June

119* Bbr oxaxspl^ the ^0r?etian Cora Office* awarded
from the l!;72 nnd l/j.7$ sub^iiias (oft% f>- Ti- ) *rnd from 
0m»0a2»s of olargy daoisie» sont a sorlb© to collect in 

• H4.76 * At S t Ft DuoaHTrSs. 0 o, Ifr 22 Aug. l!|.?6. 
120, J5o account is offered hers of tho activities of the

tourinc Venetian ap-aal Judges) 
to irnrostigate the conduct of

officials in offioa brought tlion cloae to tbe 
of provincicol 0ovorasetit* -inhere is ao indication of tboir 
intsr*vontion in specifically fiscal aattors in ?adua 
at this tine, {thoir norsual ooispoteace as Axjditopi

- cfr« the rulings of lii-76, aboire n. Ipi » oxolud- 
, Sut the history of their activity * powers, 
of tours * is largely uiTknownj ofr<

Sindlcato df (&te*omare Q_di .Torroff e » Homo 1935*'__
121. ^F'"tHo~l"rS^s, cI^/'Tf^ne'ros coiTjblnln^ investig* 
^ ation and ear-action in tho terrofoTOq 3lve« to Andrea da 
fv, I^olin in 31*.6I|. f Prcvyedi^re__3,o^BrT e C?maere t ho was also

: - :'- : •• instructed to oHoblc runitTone, '5IS7~"^ov0 p.^'%^56 
Daniole Prltili in lif-6$ (also Prowodltoro oonra lo

. r -^ <voMMvr.«w<tf«Mi4^p>' .ae»'T>»ay^*i »y<*a*nr*t -f*'^* -V.'iy- '"^WMlAuftnf ''"*y*' <-':4ll

2J2> of!?» AjS.V. Sennto Terra ^egTT o. M^sT
ittjROj no evidence sur^ri^cB to document their
in Padua. In 3i.&7 a special noblo ox&otor visited
and Viocaaa, and wr:s co^itiissionod to continu© olsowheiB *
ofr. A e a.V. Sencto Terra rec. 5 o. l86x» 2 Jimo ll|67» wg»
6 o. TV 17 l^bv, llj.67*

122. "Ofr. above n. ll!|.
123. Cft?, abovo p. 5'? and n. 67$ A,3t P. Duorli reg. B o. 1735T

1 Fteb, l^TS* 9.1 A
Ite* oxj'.ction problczss, ofs*t below pk^|k for the

Csere rovennes tw«*e not ro aching Venice with duo puntib* 
OTd ooTTTJlotoneaa (cfr. p. ^ and n. ?8) 4 See A.3.V. 
r̂ erra "og. 8 o. 20v 17 Aug. 1^78, a proposal hep-

inft tc repent t^.s sucoeso of Maliplero and Mboonigo in 
' 1471? iden c. ^°vf %», 7 JUly and 5 Aug. 1L79, for th3 

doapr-tch on toiir of :?r^^oAit^ iio^ale ,0qg©r^
126. 3oe A.-S.P. Duorli ro-, (To. 5?5F TQ«. Sept. IIJ79.
127. Cfr. n. 118 above. Seo A. s.?t Dueali peg. C c. 53v 25 

Oct. 1?5.79 and ff«» nonth3.,y payriiont to Vonetl~n of^ioos
ft^ of Pacluan mneyo » prinoi^ally clopiqe sent to f --o Cos- 

udo ** was regularly onrriod out oy TontnpJ.nS. » 3 scpibo 
75v5.ce do I'foritio, * until Doconboi» 1^80.

128. Cfp. n* 12?} aftor considerable activity ir t-o suriner
caid autumn of 1^80f tho last pojnaent in h-? » nnrie la A.S.P, 

reg. C o. 7^ 13 Apr.



129* Cfr, A.8.V. Collegto Ifotatorio, reg. 12, entries dated
20 June and 28 Aug. Uj.80 concerning leove of absence for 
his retinue ffrois; jobs in Venice.

130. G£p. n. 110 cibove, and A. 3, P. AttI vi c, 2?3rf 2£3v~ 
2Sfcr 20 and 2£ Augt Uj.81, A.S,?t Duoali reg. D o. llv 
17 Doe, HtB5» He claimed a larger sun than wua due in 
dadla exaction arrears, owing to confusion over the 
correspondence between Lira di pioooli and 3iidata.

131« A«S»^ t Colleglo Secret a CoEnissloni, reg, 
c. 23v-3t^r lo Sept, ItyBSs to cloal with 's (dasSo 
contractor a * ) debts, deolnje sand tl^o adnfnliliration of
the £j^!!?pe * ~~ 

132* Iden c. I£?^-i{.3r August 1^83. Cfr, instruct. IOM lu A,3Jf«
Senate S?erra rng. 9 c« ^v 2? Hay 3J,i83, f^nd A«Sf P, Du-
cali peg* C c. 91v ? July 1^83, 

133* A rturaber o,f< rules v?as dravjti up in 11^76 by the
fc . . ar""bn wHIC occasion or whore, nnd 1 heve t'':er»elbre

hesitated j|jo list hiia QDonn the tour?n^ 1 oi'ficlols| oft»« 
A»3.P» Ducal i reg. C o f 58v*19r» In Ut&l Sorssi collabor* 
ated with the ^'&£tori in ottoriptinc to settle a dispute 
oir^ong the soriBes over responsibility for keeping the 
Cai^BT rJ a account sj cfr. Tden i»e^, Co. T L' 11 Hay li|.8l. 
5Se state of the C^erg^s cteinistration .rovraled by 
lator reforpis is cXrcuns$s>ntial ev5.d©nce to corroborate 
the €*bsehoe of other iniatlvas,
See A.^ 4 V t Dieoi Mstfc reg, ;J1 c*. l8?F-B8r Jnn, 34811., 
A*S.P. Duoali re-e. 0 o. 9?v-f6v 11 !Tor, ltSl^f r©g» D 
c. lv-2r 13 Aug. ll^df,. The K&rch ctocuriont oor.tains 
forsoe prorx>ted bjr Conturini and ar^rcnrod by the " 
la, vhil€* t^.e 1 otter contrins a 8-eno.to Irw of IP 
BO detailed that it mt?$t derivo frora Information 
iod by Mw, 

135. A^S.P. Duoeli r-'g. ^ e. kv 5 Dec*
136, A.S*P t Duoali reg. Do. 6 11 Mar, 348?. A^S.7^ Oolle.^te 

tottere Se^pete reg. 5 c. &3r 9 Mcp. ll».8^| A«3 tV. SolX- 
eglo Secrota 'Jor^^is^icni re.^» lij.8^-95. c. ?9v-80r 28 
3L'.;35» A^S.F, Ducal! rsg, D o« 9^*lCr i Awg, f 19 July, 7 
Sept. and, 9 Oct. Ik85* Grlwani*» intervention wo,s diroot-* 
od'pi-inoipally against unauthorised spending, while Bon 
eonoentrated on ejection,

13?« ISie Pro vy od it ore soprt^le. CsaaSr© Luoa Ma^ao, then the 
s •.. • ore ££ry" " Jt51 e"^enFo '"rhedFl aXflFIn lii.36 - A«5»7, C 
Socrete Co^niisaioni, reg. 348^-95, G. 85 18 ?e'o. I48o 

. ' A ft 3.t ? t l>jjdali reg* 3 c 2v 11 Apt*. lliB6f c. 3v 15 Apr. 
1^86| Idem c. llv-l^r 1^ 4ug. 1»|86. In lb.88 tlie seoro 
ery ^ronoeseo Senaro » A.S tV» Gollogio ^scrota 
ioni reg. Iif82»95 o. 121v-22v 12 Aug. 1^.88, A»3.V. Sor-

•:. • enissiiaa Signoria Lettere terra, 1, letter of 22 Sept,
.'' '"" 1^63. AX1 «erQ oooupiod oxoluslv01y in soliciting exaction, 

Sanaro in the Innaediate aftormatli of tho jjo^adog^^s 
intervention in Padua.

138. Cfr. above t>. /o'fand nn, 1 .10-111,
139. Ofi». orltiolaiD of the system* s functioning in A.S.V. 

Senato -Pewfl peg. 10 o, l^v~£5>2% 18 -July lkB9 f as well 
as in the ]>art£ establishing the lUtttation (above n. 112). 
Cfr. above *pp.i<?/^ and nn. 83-10'?. 
A.3»P. Duoali reg. C c. 72* 9 Jcn» 2U-t8l. 
See o.'". four bollette of the 2ara lanzQ^gpcgr>adQ and the 
coiipctry of Corlblffco Uorso « A.-», :\ DiionTT" rer. r C c. 
^ J^n. Uf.8lj o. 7rV 15 ?eb, HtSli c, 72r 17 
o. 76r 5 June li|.Bl.



143. Their provisions fill co. I4.0r-43v (3 July 1488) of
|i ;r>t, A, 3,?. Dao^li rag, Ef followed by five pagos of stand- 

"}.••'.... *8G lawa and p**©viou3 flucrai or rulings on administrat­
ive questions, ~ ——— "

Wu C£*. n. 143 (the Avo/tado^il. a. •& (the Jonato in Iitf9) 
and A, 3,?. Senate '%— a pa-. 8 c, 198r ^ Apr, 1^83, 
(which aiiggasts that oortcdn patients aon&intiod to be 
taada directly toy the P, aggro, though the taojority of 

• • their revonuos were due" to Venice ~ cfr», p.y^and n* 103 ). 
3J4.5. See e,g, A,3,V, Senato '^env. ros, 8 c. ll'6v 16 ^eb. 1431, 

the senate avicrded D t 100 of ready raonoy or of leviable 
debtors frora tlrio ?-::.duan Cogiora to a xasr oonstr-ble, as 
en advar*ce on pay, * —— 
afr» A^,t \% Senoto ferra Kg* 10 o» &£?, 23 Nov. 1^8?, 
a repeated demand, that these conditions bo satisfied, 
See e#g» A € S«Pt Duttali reg« .":. o» 29v-30r» c, 31: ordom 
during the ?s*er.tino eenpalgn of 1^3? to obtain ssonoys 

• £**oa the gg.gieri or by borrowing, The Avo#adori in 11^38 
: (ct>. n, TTJl^nned tho Carao^lgp^M i>oro taking a per­

cent t:g© g^in on zao&efts Ib'anocT €0 "SSe ^ggter^a. 
240, Cfr^ above |\p.!o^-Lf and ac. 100-102, Hihor crbdits of a 

tK>u«Liilitcry nattt^© were of tor; settle^ in this way ~ 
cfr. e.g. A, 3,?. Duoall reg, C o, 73'^ 13 and 16 Ito* 
2J4.81, awarding debtors to Jr,oorr>o PolXani for goods 
supplied to t:.:-.a piar companies} r©g, ::* c. lip? 1?| Nov, .' 
3ij.8o to pay earpeSBsrs asid other craftsmen in 

i tl.io (laer &, •
3oa e,f5, 3 Ducali rag. 3 c.

150. 3oe e.pj, A»S*?, Duaali r^g. E c. 7^ 23 Oct.
vi^hur j:win^ poyrcente x^ad© b^ tn,e clcs^iar^ Antonio io- 
bertl to a variety of CaiGora orodliors.

151. Biou^i this too oreatsT^pjpoBlQKiS * cfr. A,3, >J , Duoali 
reg. -3- a, 17 10 3V>b. 150 5» aooounting anoraallos result­ 
ing froiia direct oayiaant by ggg^ori*

152. $m A,3.?, Due oil reg. C o, l^r'rS Am*, rj.03t action 
tlio '31ndio5- di ^arTafepir^a to regulate pv.iysaunt of the

gUMa^N*'.^*-.^ -^%ff^» -^n^*,**- .-**•» > «%4«»-^muj» •«*•»•" -*gf g| ' !<p*"> -^ .1^ h «* * » » ., .-•« «••eoia-iiGsfoa ^uo on axt'Otlon IVorn fine doDtor-s; .^c>,V,
•Sonato Tarra *»^. 8 c. 193r It. Apr, 1483 « the Cffle^ 
did notiiinn to provont the alluoatlon of dob t oi»T To

compdnies for pay* * « » «, duararoodo r>oroipiunt oormi 
it^ioiii^ iion ouridat allua%

XS3, Cfi% above n. l!j3.
the ra Oli Sr^roaftiti) - A» ••'>,?, Haggler

A.n^V,, Haggler Gonsi^llo Stella c* IV '. ^1 5feb, lfc-96,
Dada d, ^3r*y.rj» 27 Sopb. 1506,
Cfr. A.3,7« Ht^glu- aoualglio atolla c. 12L|* :-1 Oct. ll;92 t

Cfs», u.g/ A,3,V, Mallei* CoruiftllQ Iteftina o t 63v 23 Apr. 
1^65, Stella ©. 31 13 Deo, 1^82| ArV/# Senate Uowa rag, 
6 c. ?2r 5 Cot. li.69. 

156
Dadi

•••^f* W«i*, »»,^-*-r,, .^^^g,,.-,__-_ - .- -_ . ,_^

ore at Ion of a second CaitK^ongo at T/e*^ona» to oltornat» 
x&ontbly aa In Padua, 33F pr-Tbtloe IB tlie Individual Casor£ 

not stoxidardieods tlio second^^2!2?JEl2SB£ a1; B^oaoTiT
W(i0

ftOl^
158,

159» A,;] tv, Senate Terra .-^,
160. A,a,?, Duoali rog. C o, 75 II May Ui3l # a joint ruling 

by thu Paduan Ret tori and tho l )ro\ryodltoi:i,
161. A.s,7, CollegicnWraEbrao rog.TCS" oiifcry 'ciatod 2 

%Kftl -, Hie ar^UBiont ovor rooponaibility '*'"" ^ r> '

0I9V 29 Jwu 5477.



161, aocoimta Had by then become the subject of appeal to 
(oont, ) the Audi tori Jtovl. , .

162« err. "above p'^on "and n, 131}.,
163. Soe A,S,?, Duoall reg, D c. I|r 36 Hov. 34.8>u demanding 

moneys due frora the October accoxmt; Idem c, fyv 5 ^ec. 
1^6fy § payiKdnts ordered in October T-reafe readn with IJov- 
einber'a takings j Idem 2*03, 3 c, I6v 21 $00, 1^86^ the 
Ifoveinbor account was still op-en, the Captain was to 
close it and prevent the paying-oi^ of Jfovos&or's debts

;. , ' vith January's ^ono^; Icta c* 2l|v 26 Kar, 3487* an o*»d- • 
&r given on the supposition that tiie Eoverdber and Daoerob- 
er accounts mif*ht still be croon, 

. 16k, A.S.P. rJuoali'reR, B c. c, 2?f 2?v 10 and 12 Jime lii,^?,
c* 9h& 19 Aug. aid? *• toe OSE22i01lB9 oaat 1̂0 ^^^ on 
Inte payr^iotit by dealer!. "* 

165» BJJ.anai^ Genorall oTfe3?i" oono laaforaation^ but c^ialysls
STSIXA *X,a HegolDnlona 1 cit., and

'The "iefosnn of the Council of :Pen, 1552*3$ an 
unsettled problem? » in 4to^;y^pos;iani ZIII, 19'fi. Val* 
uable ooT!BnQntJ3 on the Ton' npo oi*;?S*53rin COZ:-:* f Author- 
ity and the Law* cits for thfetr irnrolv orient in protect* 
ion and regulation of the coinage, sea legislation pub­ 
lished in N, PAPADO'^OLX Le Mcnete di v'eirssia, 7anice 
1893, ^nd \\PADCWAN ' D»O!igIatK^i*"cffirTBPo» lager-
enaa nolla 2eooa Veneta 1 in A

_ -»/•»»•.*»and 16/9.
166. j^l^e easie into -use as co-opted corriittnes dealing

spooTfio questions of import anco (Includii^ fincnoe) 
requiring the •J?en t s attention* i^ie onorsence of a 
anent ^nt;a» i-rithout restrict ions on recurrence of 11 
berBhip""o3»M oorapat fl bi."lity *»ith other o:'"fioos f was the 

J inatitutional forra taken 077 n n^rro^ring of the po^ve 
uithin th© Venetian patriciate. Or, its creat 

H4RAIIIHT Lc Oostit'isionj XT, p* l|.03i ho offers 
nt but no^'iFoiffitZcii oT substanco on tb.e 

financial luctivity * r>p, ^2»P3»
16?. ^10 lat^, dated 18 ^ept« ll;68t Is printed in m 

on* oit, II r># £j!9 n, 1*
168. Cfr. above n* 5^4.; they t*rio© elected one- of their nuzab* 

er* to ^o to PaCua to extroot pay:^o-nt due to Golleone, 
oiV, A'^^V. Diaci Hist^reg. 16 e. 239v 13 Au^» 1W>6, 
rag* 17 e^ 36r 19 i; eb. 1^67 (though the second visit 
perhaps did not take plaoo;,

169* See «»g» A.S«P» Ducali rec, B c. 13&v, c. lij.Or, two 
Fooei'ots dated 30 Hay lit?0 icsuod by the Qovornatori 
to the Paduan CassfsrJL hotl:^ t';iat ri^noya rocci\|r ed have 
been set esidelTpro 'dei^osito 1 at the orders or the 
of tbo Ten, till their expend! turo is dooided.

170. 5tor borrovfi-m ^>T the .tenata, ofr, above n. 69, th«
plodding of terrafeinaa rovenuoa, A special deposit for 
tbo s*elt revonuSTBSS beon in osistonoo at least as oa 
as 1U61 (Bilanei GeneroJLl P» IXX), Ciforlng ':>. 0,000 a 
nonth of 'fiEoSe^S? ?>Iedf?o or spond, "^o nonoys rosorved 
for war spending in the 2470s Included, arraoc others, the 
extraordinary tia: raised froa tlio toiy.ag_3r?na and th* '3an^ 
ere»a • Venetian « incomes - oft?, A^lTTrTeneto Jerr'x rej. 
f"67 172^ 1? Only 2477, ti c creation of n dei>o3it. In 1*4.70 
the Ten legislated to enauro the uso of the ' 
d^^oosit for the war, forbrlddlns tlie ^i^noria
to contemplate otner ^sos for it » A.>,V, Oioci

19 c. 122r 13 Aufu 3470. A rovo^lirr; w noaotion by 
Ton in Boveisber 3478 (A.S.V. Dieci, Capi, Ilotatoorlo



170t r©r;. i o» 3* 20 Mpv. 114.78) shows thera relieving tho 
(oont* ) Troviao flccsera of an obligation to the 3alt Deposit, 

. (i^or 1). IF^O) -d.th which to repay t'^e Flsoni bonk) 
and t^onaf ©rtnc it to two laonths of the ^ ,

duo in October r<nd SovcSSop of
of

deposit iaonoysf TdS^ainir^ (atnon^ others) srlt reve&~ 
uos, ,one 01' tho current Venetian" c^crigo, sx>r*©y frro
the ^.^§ufe ofrico, mid incomes from "tHo '.-Proviso Can- 
era, Tiaon o. lll'v, list dutud 1 3ec. H|78), —— 

171. CTrVabovo p, ^ and n* 7ij.f A, a .7. Oieci Iftstfe rog,
19 c. 193v 13 3opt. U|79, c* 202v 29 Kov. W?9* 

172* In liiBO they antlclpatod tewafes?:^ revenues with
otnoi^ fimds, to propane GIKW '^r:LTs fop t!:*e defence of 

\ B^iull against threatened Turkish att^ok
that the Qotgoge. reimburse the Gos>ara^dol ?oriune$ 
in lii.3l t^T"3fev on D, 7»000 oT^Eha 13c^cre rs^V 
lan 1 revenues (the oiorgy _ds glno ) to ros^cck the ?roc~ 
j»?ati9 denosit cXter tho eHHHTcf ,s:ail3ya. Cfi». I737Xr» 
TBSffin-a.att *€»:. 20 o. 60v IS Sept. "ikOo, c, 95«» 13 
Apr, 1481.

173* Ci>. above n« 108, the .dueali of Hc,tr» end 'D^c, 14% 
ucre issuod in corxaction ^JTfei the Ton's D. 1,000 
share of tho Cfgsicrji^ asalgnod total of D* 3,000 to 
bo sent to VeHToeT" ' • 
A* :i*V* D&eci Jiiste rof,^ S2 oe. 2'19v-COi*f 326r f ?26v-

23^*5 p.apti with tho «onta of 19 Oct. and 29 Dec. 
3 Jrm,.^iaTL6 ?eb, UiSK
3*P* Oucali res. S c 0 3r 10 Apx*5 * 1^36$ c. 5v*6p 

6 I'iey ll|,B6 (en orc.or frow t!'ie Oapi of the ?en to send 
them D# 1,000 of Sunsovorino*s nont!':ly D, 2,000, letting 
it appear t'^at roust ino Inofflclonoy v;as tae reaponsible 
for tho <iela^)3 c* lOv two ducali of 18 JtJly It86j and 
o» ICr an order frojs tho C^pT' o?^"'t' • e "Ton cf the 
date - to quote but a feu~"or ^;l:o lot torn sent, 

176. Vorono wcs ;_. .cuhrcxnced money by the -Pen, the O 
.--.• oisd the Idpr.-crcono in l!4.C6*-87 ~ A»s,r t Ducrli re^» ••; 

; . '-. e. IS 6 Oct. and 21 -k?v. Hf.86, c. Pkv 26 Mar. 1^87, 
' V Apr. 1^87, c. 29v PI Jui30 lliB7* By the end of 

tho to » isstn obligations on the .Ccine^c. were Vay 
pay, of D. *tt fiCO, e^nc:. D, l^OOTTeTHonth to the 

dell 'Arcsrjraento J in Venice to T^GST the fleet * cfr-.
13 Qwi, I486, Per

variations in priority, end the Ccisora 1 a rsliut»e to 
icsoot those obligations, 3eu occasIonaT entricc in A.S.P, 
'jucaxi rog» DC." llv»29s? 'including receiots issued by 
tho- Prov v- •••di.t Lpp i souOCcdKcr^ for the ^aaaoya^del Co* 

" cfr.
n, 4c:}; rc^.'s of tlio sio^^ serlus is thick v^ith orders. 
on the uctojeofc, cap* oo» 3r«25v» oovar-lrc the poriod 
April Hj.86~A-pril W>7.

177* So© e.#* «^*^* 3ieci llist^ p^g. 23 c. 69v, 70v 2 Aug. 
Uj.86, Pa-iua was to repay trj?ee nobles .for moneys loanod 
to a s©ct»otary, and then D« 1,200 for t1 ^© arsonel - th) 
lattor f5tially paid five rx>ntha later, coo A.S5,Pt Dijcdl 

• rog, E e,l8v-19r 26 Jon. lli.87* Cfr. A^s.P. Oucali peg. 
' • D o, 19V 10 i%b, Iko7 an<I A t 3.7. .Df.noi Mlstfe roR. 23

c, 126r 10 A:.n»«, Ilj.o7, ttjo orders to rtm succeoaivcly, 
for ^. 50 a tsontn of the 5 Ct5°Zrda t^inG«; little app- 
eoro to have bo^n T^aid on'TTon, see A. i,?. Duoali re ;j»
E c. I3v 12 Tan. lfj.87. ,,--,- 

178. Cfx». above n, ll«.7, and ducali of «Tuly and Aun. la^7 in"



179. 'Jhofi-uroa of Venetian wwremes for 11*90 Indicate a 
• decline of TOU -hly 10 ; S in indiveot tax voturns In the

0epit.il, eowparsd with those of li*69f and an at>-arent 
oAWery by 1*00, wifth a stellar but senile* loss in 

tax ^oturra£j, The dints 'for fch# various 
--wa no eloar eon on nattorn,

rovonuos ar-c listed at 0, 5,000 les*0 in U».90 than in 
the other years* (ofi% diaoiKkiion In n. 11 aboiro); a 

a in /U%*V rtoeO/ re^ fi e* 3T/ ' 12 Jim* 11*88
th'::t the .OfflSBS 1 * r^^^T zwmnues u&.-.'e about 

» of \afiich*3ooG »v;«nt at ¥onloo*o ordopa on

TOO witfe and xunoex^tain a question to
t!s0 '^po:th0£is cf a fall in public p 
l!*69 artd ti'v.:: turn of tho centur s^ec

tho
of t'.<o ovorall fisvspos of 31*90 as oiridenoo far 

toatlons in th© ^opublio*^ economic conditions as?®
e^r^l^) hovo but

povonuos
artd ti'v.:: turn of tho century s^ecalires st 

ot*t IVoii' th.e strain ^vidont in the U^BOa* «3oi» the 
fc*.;e caution nooosa »y la u;^i»oc!@1al»g thora) f

tables I and Hf rni«"8*.9# ana ^^, ^-^ 
wy ond nn* °3*3?t 

ISO* Cftp.- A* i%? 4 r^enato ^J»a ^og,« 10 o« 107v«03r 21* July
H0B| sbcnro n* 112| and as© discus -ion o^ 1? Augt 
(Idem ct X59v), uiniriTg to match the urrjy pay

'•••. tho C^rere's f^^dlrblo ^asoupcae,
6 Ji

ftto T©w*a. s»o ; ;;% 12 c« 9(?v«9&« 3 3tn© 11*95 1 tho
r-!onsy to th® l-toqui% and tlso Semite added other 

to the tfn*s*a#->tnm FO^TOBUOS tdth which to p

IS
of t«o O2»cllnnry Jooiri© arid two loan deeiras on

Monto libTo; oft*. mLi?r!!!ai I p. 
l? on *

aiooe in T 
183* ^f1 ft au??3r;i?jpy of tho ©canozslc and financial r>w>*>lone of

.-

Seo A.3,7t Senate 'JPerta *eg. 13 c» Glv 27 ^ine 11*99 1
;!:a» stispon^ion of »11 ozco^t *ordibivy* p&^rxtnta, th®

«; to ijho OAn0i»a del Oonuaa (the usual '

.» Sonato 'ioinwi vog« 13 <5« i3i# 2
to send <->no ten^ at t'no -Jc?:a3?o*s toiri^s to '^0iiicG fct> 
to© M^T at soa, i-Jhil« it laSt^u (the ordor was 
in ^-y 1S01 ana -yithdr^jn in noir^-^er)* Idea c* 170v- ^0

all to Vanico fop ^;poo r^nths » continued tin
i ar>-:.-arontl7 '

*>0l oM A^S^T. Senato ^o^a j?eg, 11* 
1? fltov. 1501 (fh® v--- .:'--.5 of A..S.?* Dtttiall. re 
r*tu*'il" j iio roooiniod roceiptwi tbi* th.l® perio 

^>ona,to ?0^a rog» 1^ o* ?0r 9 Apr. l 1^^ * el* to 
fos? 0110 month. 

185. f^r* feUc, Vstttty of tUe ba^ks, ce«L P.V€:^^^
P«r Se^rijpd' alia Utopia f?e» -•-anclii 7ene^5.^nit in 
t. It 18?1 1 mre '' apoeii'ioAii'ir ^oj» tnee6 years 

1 Venetian Bankers* cit r , asp. pp e 77«So. Altornatlvo sources 
.of private credit were also acarso in tVi o c



I L! ?» N iod, see e.y. f-.o noor success of the Ton's attorrrcs 
cont.} to raiso ?.o-na fro"i --ivato individuals in Venice and 

the te-raferna Jens in Mr," l,'j c'9 (P.^IULT D5ari5 I -^o.
120-2:17^—" " ' ——

186. Levied at a f-'.xe^ --t:-., the ecirie produced variable 
yields, jfr. above n. 179, the data lend sun-ort to 
this clain, -;hich t":c Senate nut on record, thou;:h 
annercntly e ;a---e---tin-, dairying a fall froin D.' .110,000 
to rs low as D. 60,0(0 - :... S.V. Senato Terra ree:. Ik 
c. 171r 2 Jan. 1^01.

1^7. -'~s they ha/1 bee: ; in t^e ."ar of Torrrra, cfr. n./fo^and 
n. 10'A. Soe AU- rnc ^- (-^nera]^i -o. ALIX n. 3, and A. S.V. 
Senato ferro." r.-v':T "13" c. Ukr 6 July lk99.

lG8. As in the .rr of Terrera, cfr. ~e. t^and n. 10^. See
A.S.V.. i:o.fv:ior Conslrlio Stella c. 17kr 2k June 1$00, 
prelon-iir; t':o first* authorization of'7 July 34J99; it 
was rone-red, on 2 Jan. 1^02 (....S.P. Ducali rer. ? c. 02 
7 -fob. l."02)» raturr.lvr- to replace an even more severe 
noasure of 6 Dec. l.;iOC ( ..S.7. Pb-; ;lor Consi^lio Stella 
c. 177v-70r) T .-hich removed as tax all salary and half 
any o t h o r ~ a i n c.'

1G9. 3*1 ̂ nci Aorie.-^A -op. CLVPI, CXG f f. ; cfr. PAIULI Diarii_ 
1, ~e. 13 , t"-e decirvr taxed rione" inverted, in coiTi'-e^ce,
•-rhile unirvente-'1 " "ca'-eTt- 1 encased - t'-c t_ans_a -rr.s there­ 
fore intended te fill t'-'o "a.p. r ;;he Senate had already 
considered t":o aaaea.-ai-'nt o:7 household.s in this nanner 
in l?i.70-71 before recidinr to i.-stitnto loan decine - 
cfr. 'A. .7. Sorato '..--er-a roe-. 6 c. 113v-l'<.r 10 Dec. 1'|.71, 
c. 117r 7 Jar. l.\71, -°r.d above n. "2.

190. See belovr '^^ 2,?>o „
191. See A. ;.V. Scn-to -.^r--- r--. 13 c.^l3'i.v 9 June 1^00, t-e

]7r~;ATr~« 1"-'O1. for t""e. rate of :' n oney-r ri isin_" in Padua 
cfr. 3,' "A'O pj.-ri' ~7 2-" 3 - ..;. l', 70 " on 18 Apr., PRIULI
•M^rii "I -. 13° - D. k,000 i•-.-.• Jene leOl, with total
•nro^odrin at D. '?k, O'-O, rising to a final figure (-orobably 
inflated.) of A. ' l^O, OC'.\ fcle-': --^. 2.06-07 Aey 1?03~. ^or 
th.e collection and dc:snatch, of Jubilee moneys, see A.S. P. 
Let';ere a.i AevA-or', I, letters fro---: "-adovr-.no j?oaesta dr. ted 
Ik Sent. 1^01, and A. ,.f. 'jucall re^. f c. 8^r 20 July 
1502.

192. A.S.7. Sen: to "e — -. re-:. 12 e. ^2r lO I-Iar. l!;.9k; c. 727-
73r 6 Aov. i;L°k. Gfr. above n. Iu2. 

19^3. A.S.V. Senato ; ?orr- re-, llj. c. 96v-101r 2\\. Au™., 1-02,
c. 107v-0or "].«. Serb. 1^02. The economies supposedly freed
a total of D. k, 260, to rcld to -'c'.-\e D. 36,000 already oonst-
j t u t -' n ̂  P a d u a ' n s":. are o f t" - e ]A. fh i t_aeb i o CL . 

19K. A.S.P. Ducali re-, 7 c. 9.'V 12 Tlrr. "13503; A.S.V. Senato
Terra re-% 16 c. 7^v-OCv 23 Jec. 1^03. 

195. Tho l!i£k la--- specified. t T ^o ir.inor iteie.s :;hich uere also
authorized: contri'.mtiene to torr_"f_o_ri:]p. fortress buildtn-;,
and nart of t"--e salary of t 'e ^uarrntia G_ivil liova, (the 

f a.n--e f 1 court for canes fron outside /onice).
3oe ;..s.i\ onc-vi - -. :•: c. 92 '[. so-t. i!i92 f the coii-
0.7:10 and Caei of th.o :..on ""^d awarded D. 100 a
o~ne~year> f-c^" "nadua for buildm^ -jor1.: at Groina (cfr. Id en
ror^. y c Gv 6 Aa^ 1A93, c. 17v 0> July lA9l<-). See above
n. H^and n. 1 °, 2 / Pad.ova.no ^I'l" "t r. _tori uorhod on t"\e defehces
of Sradisca in .-viuli in t" .e ' llj??0c5 and lJj.8 ; s; they vere
ra-laccd.''^- a --v:rnanont -orAforcc financed by small con -
tributior.s' f-o- f-o Galore, (-^rid late if at all - cfr.



o. p* a3 ^nt. ll, o* 2&» 12
• 10 a

rwrrts^ f^qn or«rt \ ? oofc

37 o*
3ftziafeo •&»« ^g. n <*« 109* 26 l^ruiSet 3* 60 a
nonth f*»on torr*afop«a Couje^) •*$ <-, v>2Wl atonal u^r-j

*^196. .a«3 %¥« 3
Mopth a total of J. 40 » 45,000 o# at . 'idtaf; s^a* 

o* lj.lv ,?5 Jsm, 1K96 (cad o:>» t;s0 sm«va,^ quoted la 
8 ftbovo). • , '

197. 3** V%7» Meet Hlatt ^o^» 28 o. I6fcr S Oe%* 13)0,
.fox* Ita u,cii:dni3l;i»;2tlo^f lasuocl in view of its 

o In
for* v.o? w£tl'« :>.

p* . . .
in t«llit.a*y aJ^fai^s, 4Ui4 it« eontaot with ?uduat oi>, ck.>-

30-32, U* ^*?7» 120-*.vf 156, 172

it
K pp. 2?3» 27» 3^:9, 350*51, ljJ?lt entries of
19 ^sno 1303,
of J®&$ staok to x^jdotn old va» 93 ;i o^ nav) f Jtm^ 150^ (th© 
cuspx-^nt »ollinr; ,.'**ies vue 1C1*^5« 

200. Oft»0 UBA.1 PAKE «La Politloa 4miaisii$»ia dl Venocla* in
... . ^^sa-^-M^ Van -~-»y .«*»—•*••--"«•••*»- "-••••- -•ww*"** »* •«S>».iH>«>ii»«»nn--im».i<i»iii»»i«>»-iii'<a»a»M*»8» *

c arBT&p&vy vo quo to sr-.ng!© asts»actnt o*o®i t-io various
" ";o \ 

Istii offos* infornation » 9&® ^«g* F^ItH/t
3!^)^ th-^ii* ao.Ulon in t"ia «*«r :• :-? ^T HOlu 
in this field data s bactc at looat to th©
:3o «v:-;T ^.-voi las^fe 5WS* ^9 0# 21 > 15 t"

to B^yt^ntB totalling 'J. 1»800# (uos«k wcs slai,
to fin^

, •>,- • - m }• m .
202* 'Vu tho tow»af-^.?c3o 3ttMg*'« W-'t'.ion of Sha —— — .~——, 

omee ta~UT!H!TQto£ V«?ston or 1499 (of*, n. 188 ) f m
A,3,7. Meal matt r^g* 2G o, 8£r :?0 :^v, Itl99f tho ?aw*l 

- toetea of ISIOO (ei>* n. 191 )t a^e inatruetloiui ond inter*
^^iloii in its co1Llootic«v '.".?. r>uO''.'H ;!*o -, 9 o. 30^

m» * o* v - aad ^ -?«7. ~Aooi Misti 
. 30 o. §^14 H^w 1 'Ot, at HOi* 16 Oot, 13^VJ tho

of Sittad©l'-«a (sftpe^atad and i^antod to

*wi^^*.*^ Halat^sta (ofs»« p,i?and rr^ 11 f£«). soo A^S.V. 
r^ichil T;?jtt ^og« a8 o* lifc.'> 1? tJ^jsly 1500, ^or;* --9 «. 196r 
10 Jbn. 15C3I !>. "* - 30.000 of t*? gsg^rso (oft». n. 190) 
»o<» A4 StV, M0fi»i Histfero/^ ^9 sw 90z»^«, L-,. 1?0^. 

a>3« 300 **&* ^*S«V. M©oi :^stfer«% Sf o, 19-.-3 3,8 Jan. I50i
^^•^^ W^^P ^^"^"^ -r>- ^^«i#^^ ™~ ^ ^ —. M i ftJ>)-< •"% >-^fc M ^ *k. •* ^ *^J V

50tm<>©«S ol^lns o-5/j^ . v «not h-G.I;f (o*V. n. l-'J; 
one thii*d inop^rso in t'
'•F^W^Wr_ KJ no'".- 7r $r&! 7'"*..

n^ i. ^vv j- JP^" F *.B' ̂ 8f -^w-^»^».• ^ •• & W,M»I aap »-^ -^^ *w •»•- T[ • T*"• r^^^M^ t^ ~ * "* — -™^^B- i fc)^ ^ w -™- —V —• -i - , —. ,-- -^ -, w r. "• ~i, j

of 4m|nj» Borvod to idenfifjr ^.mrta 1^ thel^ sol'.octlon and 
axpc^l^ur>95 tht Stafttd's loriaV-ted orr^nliture '••; •* 1) 
th4 0 tir:» ofton franmslato* vit"- the dosicjTi^tion of the 
$t4 fooK cWf-^ 6- °f -• : ^^ v x^y -ouaid poble •.»ec-.lth beq 
to tH otato by Ca^.iinal -lovanni Battista Sen • soe 
:-iooi -ir,-M ^or% 29 o. 143 11 ^ly 150? f c. 182 :"



Ifov. 3?02 (the Intter to transfer "\ 10,000 of it 
(oont;*) Padua to Venice. A ja&noeuvre conducted by tiio Council

in 1£06 is instructive as nn exarnple$to refund D, 6,500 
of naval expenditure iset froia its own Camera, it assigned 
the proooedo of Venetians 1 dad\o from ^Sia (procumbly 

and then in tfoo hands of the IfrQVVojditori aopra~
- exact iof i|| i.x>noya fron tli 

e5coctoi» Fintonio Hoberti's debt to the flso (off. ¥uow
ojnd the continuation of snai:: ;. sxmthly OUITJS al- 

ready due from the mainland C tenor e since 1?05, (.1,3.V. 
£iooi Mistfc rw;. 31 c. 62r 3"'Tp^T1506f a. 6?v 13 Hoy 
1506), :tn ssiothnr intorvantion of tr^o s rvne yoi\p tV:.ey 
OsMopod y. ij.00 advj^nced to the ^senal to ba repaid ffrcrn 
t"-30 tpppaforma offico tajc retuma, (A, "•7. :0:tocl ^istt 
a?eg. jnu'TSBv- 26 Sent. 1506 - cfr*. below p. \*H }. 
{X'lio itei^s r*ole in tVio c^oi'dinabion of 7onetion public • 
finonco, and the timing of its erior^ence, bear consid­ 
er ahl • similarity witli" powora th«m coacont^atinG i11 ^° 
hands of select comraittees in Florence, rnc! in rorticular 
the Jloijontine i4ont© ori'iciials. "2hougi- not ther-isolvoo 
fiiianciorn, as W® ^OBto of ricials !iad to bof t : ;oy uortaid 
with the oo»ot)eration oT private credit in Venice, and 
fulfiliec, airilar funotioac •» ;aanipul£;.'bl^; .^nd naint:iizv 

in?» conf^.denoe in the public d$bt f influeacian; tlrie r©l- 
ativo priority of ©jcpon4iture by xaanoeuvrine t:.io funds 
at their disnoa&l, 1?ho oorrx>n constitutional aspect was 
in the ana3,l sis© end sosaewhat infornal a^<3 rogation of 
the ooif-ittooflf possible in Venice t^ron^h the? ^xtonsicn 
of consultation to all or part of the Col T agio, or through 
the constitution of a special ^J^ta (tt£i». n. 1?>6). ^or 
tiie Coroutine side of the comparfsbn, sea n, 23 above, 
-and ~ as "/ell as the studies by ;•;/•->':.:•'} -» WOLHO .".^.orontit© 
Public ncawesolt. pp. 166 ff., 18!; ff. , on 

"in Tne iri-ediato pi»o-I4e<.11ooan
206, TSee Wo lottors concorninc finance (unfortunately fox-/ of 

then survive) in reg^. :' and O of A«3 f P. Duoali, and A«3 » 
Dioci Let v ore di i;ettorl busta 80 (fron l^CO on^rds).

2Q?« Ilie letters preserved in rogg* B ond ? of A, .?. Ducali 
(botwoen pof, £ c» Ogs? 19 .";ec, II -.90 and i»eg 0 ? c. 3?r 
29 /Xu'^, l!|.9S) «a?e sprinkled with nisnives of roprpof or 
dJdiortatibn ooncevnincs tho Jagoiy's payi.:ontc to the 
Marquis of Knnt-ur. f who according to 3anudo > 3 esfcimate was 
owed D. 20,000 of back pay froin Padua at tlie cioiaont of 
Ms dismissal f on Venetian sorvica - SA^TODO Dlorii I 
663-^661;, June lij.97*
A3 early as Uj.91 tlie Soncto had voted to soiid ,an ^v 
to enforce t^o lliaitr.tion's rules, t^iich the conora
v'-' v-j* vj, w ^ >- - --w y^^....^. L̂ a> ..^^>,.MK», tM» , „ « , * «*,*•» i m 1

but m action ap •uroatj.y r cultoa - - J-.;>
17 Kov. H|.91| cfrt -\.s.7« Co'.egio 

Cocwiaeioni res* li^^»95f o. I52v«53v 9 July 11(91,
a c ^T-:iowi<>n tc exact to the ^^Z,©^tp^_.s£7:^n- lo^C^g^yo 
liaAin iradenigo, though thero~!s "no eviaence ofTHs'pr^- 
enco in ..-udua, r̂ iooo itiosc visits aro rocor^od ^oro the 
I»rowoditor0 sore le Caiaore "riovanni yalareaso (exaction~" '

Cancel oria Piacale " I, entry d tod ij. Peb, llj.93,
ros« ^ c. 17r 20 Juno ll&k)l tiio citizen ox ctor



208. Henier 7 0nier, twice sent bv t^e Provveditoiu (A. 3. P. 
(cont.) Ducali rag. ? c. I?v-l8r ? Juno r 

11-1-95); the Pi^v"odto;oc'iine Giovanni Battisrba__ 
; Bonzij who was co:mni~sslonod "~and~ toured, in all probabil-

ity went to Padua, (A. 3.7. Senate Terra rcg. 12 c. 95^-
9or c3 June llj.95, c. 139v 18 A;^. lb.96). 

209. Soo e.s. A. 3.?. Ducali re~, / c. 19r 1|. Oct. Ili9l|, to pay
the Karqtiis o:? J'antur.. 

216. Cfr. r,bove nn. 1(31, 398. -
211. Cfr. below pp. HZ ( £1^ Jf- -
212. Cfr. above 11. 50, his initial assignment to tho Caifaora 

was for D. '2,750 a month, soon rained to D. 3,000; the 
other D. Hi., 000 wore sirorslier: b- Drescia in later years, 
cfr. "Sairao Diarii V'T 70-, -)oc'. 3 ^08.

213. Cfr.. belov p7T^2TL
211].. The scF.ndr.l :-:as r:reat bocaune of the Dore T s inolvoment;

ho VT.?.S allo'Tod. to hcvo had Doriiono^o freed after the f irk t 
indictment of ll;.03, oven to be Ms father, while the 
sending of t' e ^r5.'' r ^ o:i;12. 1 ' :: ^ G ^•'•• ri-d "-s a hostile act by 
Doge 3arbav>i'-o ' r,~on"el"or" ?aolo ^rcvisan. 3ee A.3.V. Sonato
'erra ro-% 13 'c. 31r 5 J"n. llj.93, to send. Sv^i >v<!.j idom 
c. ktv-liSr 9 liar, llj.93, the conviction (the Ayo;-adori 
proposed public execution in ?ac!ua). Cfr. the pungent 
consents of KALITXrJO ;\m:ali ^. 708, and SANUDO Diarii 
I 853, 3^6, 903, 907 (reporting his brother »s conviction ) 
and 1037 (strange to relate, Dor;ienef^o escaped fron pris­ 
on). Pioro -;o ' Santi an r:??ently survived: lie' reappeared 
in Padua Kith the cainnatico ercactoi i^rancesco de Lenj'-e 
in 1503 (IdeiTi V 6157 and later as messo of the Provvedife- 
ori^' sonr^ la Oar-era d.o^li ^ipjt^est^i^i TA.3.P. Due all re?3. 
C-"c. llLV-13r" 23 T^F. I^OTT) / " ' .-.:.': 
See A.3.V. Senate Terra re;-. 13 c. 93r 2 Sent. l!|.99, c.100 
10 Oct. end. 10, 12 ZTov. 1/-.99; IIALIFX^O Annali p. 719 ; 
PRIUI..-1 2i£^ii. -"- ^' • ^5; but th.n fullest account is in

V x ' SAiruDO MrrTT Tl' 9li.O, 11% and III 29, ^2, 6l.
216. 3A1IUDO DTaril H 51..6 ^3 Kar. Di.99, III 21 6 Oct,

Though roforrod to an clergy '^e^i^ie e::actor, he was f irfe tly 
exactor of Venetians' dadie^ (cf.?. p»&o°i) 9 and Sanudo later 
refers to hin as such (DiTFrii IT1 3^3 )•

217. 3AT.TTJD':. Diarii II 9) 1-0 20" July l!i.99, III 65 and 68, 12 and 
18 Dec.™H!.99. His nunish::iant -.-as no stronger than ban

ffice in t'-\e province of Padua - ^hich he broke ty 
n^ I^s_nj.ro _de_i J^n-L (usually a ?aduan ! s job, cfr, 

) in~FV^onatian i^concuest of 1509, s<?e A. 3.?. 
. Camera dci ?o-ni III, d^crOe of 13' I'cv. 1510. 
213. Cfv. n - . 7'' I"1 2.
219! A.slv. Senato Terra re;-. 13c. ll r;v 29 Job. 1500, A. 3. 7. 

Colle.qio 3ecrota Corn issioni re-'';:. 1500-13, c. 3^-^1-V 
21 Anr. 1^00; A. 3. 7. :enato Terra re:. 13 c. 13liv 9 

'•. June 15'00, A. 3. 7. Collerio Ilotatorio re-:. 15 entry dated 
/•: 23 Oct. 1500. Cfr. A.3.:J . Ducali re-. ? c. 62r 25 -ay 

; 1500, and c. 66r-6?r 22 July 1^00 rules for the conduct 
. - of forced, levying; 3Aru:;)0 Diarii III 258, 3^5, W7 andll6l.

220. Cfr. below -0 . l*>o -
221. ?or cler-v ta::, cfr. 3A:^JOO Diarii 7 216 26 Oct. 1503 

f01* old 'do 7.5.0 debts see A. 3.?. Ducali peg. (P. c. 93r 
1§03, '"re§nFc.::-25?-26v 16 'and 25 Apr >'il50&, -'and A.S.V. 
Mar^ior Connirrli6 Deda c. 21v 10 Dec. 1303. Ho also ofTored 
reports on the Oonera. 1 ^ functioning, cfr. 3AHUXX) Diorii 
V 615 26 Dec. lF03.

222. The sources record no visit of thin kind between Prances 90 
de Lopjr-e's. departure and A^nndelibo, though the weakness 
of th.e evidence does not allow categorical statements.



Above n. 193* the inspector was Vincenao Valier, who
actod in concert with the arECfs ~ "—^ —" "———n_ j*_. • o _~ _ — - - ~
«- f 

c. l?r 15 Mar. 1502. The August 1502 reductions of 
personnel and pay affected Pedtia, Viconza ancl the Pol* 
eslne, after sliallar treatment 01* Vo*»ona In 1501, and 
followed by economies in 1?reviso and the Lombard prov­ 
inces.
Bbr Bonai cf% above n. 219} 'Prevlaan's orders are record*
ed In A.s.P. Ducali rep. P c. 85 30 Apr. 1502.

22;>. @fr. above p.13>and n. lit for the general state of the
gag conipanies 1 pay In 1502} Padua's main responsibility, 
towards Pltigliano, had been discharged at best in approx­ 
imate fashion, cfr. e.g. A t S.P. Duoall reg. F c. 63r 10 
July 1500 (one of the few ducall concerning finance re* 
corded for this period), or A.I.V. Dleci Mistfc reg. 28 
c. 91^ 11|. Dec. 114,99 - the l?en advanced D, 2 f OQO on his 
due from Padua,

226. In Nov. 1502 th© Ten again advanced D. 2,000, see A.S.P. 
Ducall reg. F c. 95* 8 S^b. 1503J for arrears arising 
froia the Zaoho dadia exaction of 1503-Olj., c£r. below p^^^ 1

22?« ?h0 Senate's reacTion was to seek higher yields froxn the 
wine da*io - SANUDO Diaril VI 214.5-^6, 20 Oct. 1505, VI 
288 2T^in. 1506. ————

228. See A.S.V. Senato Seoreta reg. ij.0 c. 122v 10 July I5o5t 
A.S^P^ Buoali rog. 0 c. 31v 13 July 1505? D. 2,500 at 
D. 2d0 a month (part of a total of D. l>,000) f approved 
by the Senate in concordance with a garto of the Ten to 
draught funds to tlieir Camera. The order was continued, 
ofr. above n. 20ij. the manoeuvre of Apr. 1506, and A.3.V. 
Dlecl Lettere di ^ttori b. 80, letter dated 1? Dec, 
150? (neoelpt of D. 200 from the Canei»a f s Dec. moneys).

229. Cfr. A.S.V. Dieci Bettere di ^ottorl b. 80, letter dated 
20 June l50ff.

230. In August and September 1505, ofr, the Oewejplenj^hi * s
report In June 1506 (above n. 229)- this may Havo^beem 
confined to Padua, but in 1506 it was general, see A«S.V. 
Senato 5ecreta reg. 1|X> o. l8i^.v-85r 2? July 1506, a block 
till September! the 'Ten's monthly D. 200 (Above n. 228) 
was to continue, cfr. A.S.V. Dieci putfc reg. 31 c. 95* 
it Aug. 1506.

231. See the order In A.3.V. Senato Secreta rog. 4! c. 19v
19 Mar. 150? £or a tersiporary suspension of the Cagere's 
non*jnllltery expenditure to favour anay pay; A.SJV. "^en- 
ato Terra reg. 15 c. 210v~llr 28 Feb. 1508, two months' 
interruption of local distribution of Ce^jere revenues, 
with funds diverted to the Caiaera^ d©i TJonuno. (The latter 
order coincided with the poriodT""of^liost-TlT^Tos against 
Maximilian in Friuli). Cfr. alove p .$£md n. 1^7 for the 
state of army pay at the end of 1508.

232. fhe Paduan Coiaera'a share i*as D, 14.2,586 (second to
Brescia's D. 57,0001, Cfr. p,l^° and n. 19i^, and - for the 
extra revenues raade available - A.S.V. Diecl Mistfc reg. 
32 o. lOl^r 24 Dec. 1508, A.S.V. Senoto Terra reg. 16 
o. 71j.v-75v 16 Dec. 1508. The total of D. 235,13ft- results 
from adding the Camero * s resources of D. 211,550 to the 
shortfall of D. 23,5bi|. admitted in tho parte of ?3 Decs 
another parte of 16 Dec. gives a slightly nTshor over on 

^ fisure, SlT^r 21^.6,000
233. See the many referencea in the Venetian diarists - P8IULI

II PP. 3W*90 (July 150I4. to Oct. l !TO^) f and



SKI-'-

(cont.)
233. SATODO Diepil vol. VI, e 3P . 165, in, 185, 207, 211, 
<-'3q.. A.3.V. senate Terra ree. 1& c. Ulp-li2* 15 Oct. l501j 

c£r. above pi**n. 9f.
235. A.S.V. Senate ?epra peg, JViV'lll*-^* 15 Oct. 1501} 

„_ cfr. above pj^n. 217. HOLIIQ Florontine Public Jlnanoes 
alt. pp. 136-37 not03 tho persistence oTTHe ¥aie proS^ 
10m In Florence.

236. Cfx». Trofrtsan's rulings of 1502, (above n. 221^.).
23T# See A.s.P. Ducall reg, F o t k9v-50r 28 Oct. Hj.98, c. 60 

1 Oct. 1*4.99.
23$. For a isore material, and less Idealistic, view of Venet­ 

ians 1 Office-holding, of*. YOTURA Mbbilta e Popolo, asp. 
PP. 338 ff. •La Spada e la Toga 1 , and comparaTTiVQ^Vlblio- 
graphy cited at p. 31$ n. 127, p. 361 n. 156. Cfr. IDEM 
fL*Agricoltura Veneta n©i Secoli XV T & XVII» in Studi 
Storlcl a. IX nn. 3«4, 1968, pp. 631-82; also the ©ssa^i 
In od."~ilAIE Renalssanoe Venice, esp. GILBERT 'Venice in 
the Crisis* STFTWr^T 1377^78 (on Venetian aolf-crit- 
iolsm of conduct in office), C022I 'Authority and the 
LAw« cit. pp. 297 ff.» PtILLAH «fh© Occupations and Intlast- 
ments of the Venetian Ifobllity in the Sixteenth Century1 
pp. 38d, 396. LAJJE in Venice clt. characterizes the Re­ 
public of the fifteenth ancf "succeeding centurieg as a 
state of functionaries (see p.l, and also pp. 258 ff. 
discus ion of 'Practical Politics 1 }. Prof. Fiialay>s forftv 
corning book (cfr. n. 25 above) deals in detail with many 
aspects of the question. Ventura has unfortunately aband­ 
oned the study of the Venetian bureaucracy promised in 
Hoblltk e Po£plo (p. 1, p. 361 n. 1). Th© evidence that 
can b© oTFered Tn these pages is limited by obvious con­ 
siderations of space and relevance, though no aspect of 
the Camera's functioning reveals its personnel in a 
speeTaI!!y~xQerltoFloa light; rather, criticises abound, 
(cfr. pp.i^0-«auid nn# 80-102, pp.d°-^and nn. 1^0-61;, and 
below fa. l^-J/ i*to-» -

2^9* Cfr. below pf» • fci-i - ,
21J.O, Cfr. the pages indicated at the end of n.Z38.
2ijl. 3e© A.S.P. Ducali reg. B o. lOlv 22 Jan. lij.68, referonco 

to the public sale of property wrongly occupied by 
do Fano, scribe or notary of the £^©ra.| cfr. r©g. C 
c, 72v 17 Feb. llj,8l * Piero de HanoTi, uncle of the 
era scribe 3iovanni Paiapano, had been convicted of 
BeTzllng L. I|Ji2 10s.
a©rolarao Tiepolo, Ograerlengo between 3499 and l£Ql, had 
his accounts corre^tecf, wlSTout court proceedings, cfr. 
At S.P. Ducall peg. F c. c» llOv 28 Mar. and k ^ay 15?03, 
peg, a e. lOv 10 and 28 ITov. 1503*
Alter Luca Posoa*s death, his son Brancesco was lnipris- 
oned and obliged to repay the fisc * A,S»?, Ducall re ST. 
a c. 25r 18 Jan. 1506, c. 27v and 28 7 and 9 July 1506.

2144. See 4.S.V. Collegio Hotatorio reg. I5t entry dated 26 
Oct. 1506.

23^5. The j^vvedltore Cappello had been busy In Vicenza and 
Veronaloo, see A.3.V. Senato Terra reg. 13 c. 59v 19 
Oct. 114.98, and SA1TUDO Diarii II 197f 13 Dec. 1|)98. Those 
convicted of theft of public" inoneys had their names 
called out evory Lent before the Ha^lor Oonsiglio - 
ofr. SAinroo Diarii III 343, VI 305S3S1555rVIi 3^3, 
names of Corner,Tenler and Martin.

2lj.6. Cfr. above nn. l93-9f|., and for the Fadovano casjsles 
p . Z<\ and nn. 20-21.
Cfp. above nn. 193-914., and A.3.V. Senato Terra rog. 
c. 117v ?9 dot. 1502, reg. 1^ c. 21v 30 Mar. l50iu



|||.8. Cfr. above p. Bond nn. .
2*4.9* £»S«V. Senato Secreta ref% 39 c. l6J|.r 23 Jan. I50l|.; cfr. 

below p .2*1 for dealings between the Zaoho dadia exaction 
?f 1£°3-0i|. and Pitigliano. ——— 
See A.S.V Senato Jerra reg. 12 c. 2olr~02r 21 Apr. lij.97 
goner al accounting rules, including for tho state's cred­ 
itors assigned to the terraf enaa Oaiaere j more explicitly 
Idem reg. 15 c. 81|v»8^nTlulyT50'3V "set ting time limits 
within which public creditors with assignments of debtors 
(described as raany) could exorcise their rights. The 
awarding of revenues might lead to direct authorization 
to exact; ofr. A. 3. P. Duoeli reg. P cc. 76v and 79v, 12 
Aug. and 1 July 1501, the intervention of two nobles, in 
credit for the construction of ships for the fleet, to 
solicit their payment due from the proceeds of the Paduan 
clergy decide. Hot all the credit was paid off, resulting 
in direcTt auihoriaation in 1305 to choose debtors owing 
clergy decirao and ofcoceed against then in nersonj Idem 
reg. 0 co. "25v, ah»f 2|2% 23r - 18 Apr., 27 May, 9 June 
and 3 Aug. 1505. Sbr evidence of other aspects of the 
delays and manoeuvres in payment of public creditors, 
cfr. e.g. the law of ll$85 quoted by Muellei* (above n. 23 ) 
referring to private individuals' sal© of thdir credit 
to the banks because they enjoyed priority of payment. 
The rocords of the councils of state abound with petitions 
for anticipated payment, or priority in the redemption 
of Hon^5l stock. The Ten attested to discipline tho use 
of IsaTfc revenues tpart of the'ir habitual resources in 
manipulating reserve funds). Cfr. A.S.V. Dioot tUstferag. 
28 c. 186 30 Jan. llj.98, they returned to the Senate the 
rin;ht to award salt moneys to supplicant public creditors, 
which they had taken over in lI&B6j but in l£06 (Idem rqg. 
31 c. 97r 18 Aug. 1506) they placed an absolute ban on 
any such grants, by Senate or ?en, 
Ofr. below pp- W M- -

253. Qfr. above n. 58, and p# ̂ nn. 238-39-
2f>3« See A.s.V. Senato Terra reg. 5 c. l5r 15 Anr. l!|.63j Idenj 

reg. ? c. 55v-56r 19 Oct. Wfo, c. l83v 2k Sept. l!^7j 
A.3.P. Duoali reg. G c. 60 duoale of 27 Apr. llj.80 contain­ 
ing a Senate order of 11 Dec. 11£79, c« 66r ducal© of 
28 Aug. U|.80 containg a Mag dor Consiglio law" of 17 Aug. 
3480| Af S»V. Senato Terra reg* 9 c. 72r 19 Apr. lljBl{., c. 
135v 19 Apr. ll|.85l A.3.V. Gollegio Letters Segrat© reg. 
5 0. 105 2 Hay 15.55 {instructions on the soparate account­ 
ing of office tax)j A.S.P. Ducali rog. D c. 53? 31 Dec. 
l5%, reg. E c. 3lj.v 19 Aug. lij.87, a. 52 26 July 3433, 
and o. 87v~882» 5 and Q June H|.91 (accounting confusion 
with arrears due to the Sovernatori ) .
A.3.V. Senato Terra reg. 11 c. ij.6v-47v 31 Jan. 3491| sir. 
p.lil and n. 1% above. The govornatori took a do\m to earth 
approach, paying a special ̂I'ncrenont'of salary to the 
scribe in the Paduan Camera, %jho kept the accounts of the 
tax *... et solie it at denarios oxactos ad nos (S 
adttendos xnensualiter. f - cfr. A. 3. P. Duoali rer?

lt|, Nov. li|.98 (occasion of the emolument's transfer 
from the fallen Piero de Santi to lij.99 f s accused, Andrea 
Usnago*,,). , , 

255. Silonce in the Paduan records between lk*)k ~nd 1499 suggests 
that tho menacing tone of tho Ton's order in U#q. (or tho 
extra emolument paid by the Gov ornat or J ) r*esultod in more 
punctilious conduct; but the pressure of wop, followed by 
an increase in the tax's rate (above n. 188) undorninod 
the regular despatch of noneys - cfr. A*S*P. Ducali reg. P



255. c. 50v 28 I»eb. Uj.99. The Ten's Camera was the tax's 
(cont. ) recipient in its inflated form, as it reminded Rot tori 

in a letter denouncing poor receipts - A.S.V. Dlecl 
Kistt reg. 28 c. 88r 20 Nov. U|99i vigilance was increased 
through the interventions of the Provveditori sopra gli 

(cfr, MABAJSfOTt La CostituzTone IT p. lg3Tr"cTrT' 
Duoali rogT^7?, 11 and iyilar». 1501. Part of their

work vias retrospective, not without reason; in 1:>01 the 
Vioensa Caiaera owed L. 18,571 accumulated over eight 
years, (A.'S.vr Dieoi Mlsti> reg. 29 o. 7Sr 15 Doo. l£01), 
and in 1502 the Ten twice wrote in menacing terms to 
Padua to lemand payment of ap-eors, (A. 3. P. Ducali rog. 
P c. 8?r 31 May 1502, c. 9k 13 ^ov. 1502). The absence 
of financial material in reg. 0 of A, 3. P. Ducali prevents 
us knowing Padua f s record on &his point in the last 
years before 1509, but in 1503 the Ten found it necessary 
to legislate against evasion by those paid from the terra- 
forma Oamere. t , (A t 3.V. Diooi Ilist^ rog* 29 c* 21i|.v T? 
Sar. 1503 f.
Hhere Is too little surviving trace* of raany minor items 
in the O^araeraJs revenues to allow their lifting. The 
question bT rents (cfr. p« 1?able III) is referred to 
below, p.n*- . One relatively important point omitted here 
is the Signop i a * s relations with the Paduan (and terra- 
forma) Te'ndTng Jews, and the taxes they paid, which do 
not; appear to have passsed through the Camera; cfr, BjLjU 
anci Generali p. CL3CIV. 
Gfr. ZTscuisTon of the various taxes 1 exaction, below pp.

An example of closer routine administrative attention 
is furnished by the attempts to recovor arrears of office 
tax, (above n. 2^5) » Special officials 1 interventions 
were altsost 5.nvariably mainly concorned with the exaction 
of avrenrs - cfr. jp^-K^and nn, 113*13^* PC in~^ <3^d nn, 
208-c^[|.» Cfr. p.A^^and n. Ill, the Senate law of July lljB8 
instituting the central distribut5,on of provincial in- 
coraes o^^^red the special computation of the Carr3oro f s 
'old^ewedlt* 'up to 114,83), to be exacted to p^y dTj 
ulated debts to non-ioilitary creditors.

259. A.3.V, Senato u?er-a reg. 6 c. 733? 10 Oct. 1469* It was 
neglected and later remembered, cfr. Idem reg, 10 c. 
18 June Ii4.87» then revoked because conducive to trading 
in or dit ri^its, rag* 10 c. l8lr 5 Hov. 11^89 (cfr. n. 
250 above). Pressure of neod brought its .t»e -institution 
for Venioo and the ter-^ferna, Idem re^. 12 c. ?8v 18 
Dec. Hj.9li.« Other examples of~this type» indirectly affect­ 
ing t ie jfcerraforina, were the minor levies on Venetirms 
departing ""fr'ora^i-: .capital to provincial office, to fin­ 
ance maintenance of the city's canals and streets, (im­ 
posed in 11^90, cfr, LTJZ2ATT& Storia ^conomica rH ^enozia 
t>» 188), and the hospital of '§7 '~An£ bnlo "T^."s . V . Magglor 
Gonsiglio Dedfi c. 16r 12 Mar. 1503).

260. There was precedent for demands of this type, o.g. in
114.53 (Bilanci G-enerali p. XLEC n. 2). See A. 3.?. Ducali 
reg. C c. 22r Ik ?^ar» 3477* the Senate assigned trie Arsenal 
a levy of D, 1 per 1,000 on t"ie terrofeTOa dazi, and D.10 
a jiionth froia ea«h Caiaera.

261. The original order avcrcTins it to the "rsenal is A.3.V. 
Senato Terra eg. 5 c. 57v 11 Oct. 1)4.63, later reported, 
including thj'ough the re -organizations of the lO-HOs, ofl? . 
Idem reg. 10 c. Ijlr 1 Mar. Uj.8?, rec. 11 c. 96v 25 Jan. 114-92.

262. Cfr. above p-Hiand n. 57, below pji-.ga-^
263. Cf '• revenue r? avmrdod by the Senate in l!}.90: A.S.V. ->or>nto



i ^ 10 cc - 191r~19l4*» a series of parti 6>.ted 
(cont.) 30 and 31 Jan. lltfO, ct 196 5 *teb. Ik90, pegTll o. 20 

27 Aug. Uj.90. Bilanci General! p. 166, Magglop Conaialio 
wUberation oI — ————— —
A.S.V. Senate Terra reg. JLO^fi^Tv 27 Jan. ll|.92 f the 
Senate assigned D. 1,200/or BSfnland revenues, including 
P« 250 from Paduaj in lij.93 the fleet's needs were more 
pressing, and the sums allocated the year before were 
directed to the Arsenal for five months, with Padua's 
total raised to D. 350 a raonth, (A,st ?» Ducali ran. P 
o. 5r 5 Feb. Uj.93, c. 8 6 May 114.93). For the parte of 
IWtj., of-. p.U°and nn. 19^,195 above. Por tho contin­ 
uation of the levies on the dazl, so© the terms of the 
3496 Paduan fish dassio (in A7STF. Camera e Canoellerla 
Plsoale, vol. IIXTT ——

26K. CJ>. above p.iz^and n. 2014..
266. It was in arrears in 150C, when the Senate awarded back 

payments of it to the Arsenal, (A.3.V. Senate Terra reg, 
13 o. 157v-58r 16 Nov. 1500) j In 1502 alovanni TreVisan 
{ofx». n. 22tj.) insisted on current payment of the levy, 
still due to the Monte. Bbr trie reJeiaption of inonte^ stock, 
c£r, ebove n. 199<I*Tne"-Ten had demanded D. 80 a month of 
Padua's revenues in 1500 for the Bapnts, see A.3.V. Dieci 
Histfe reg. 28 c. l-:2v 3 Apr. IjOOV^SuBsequent correspond­ 
ence reveals the Paduan Gamera in considerable arrears: 
A, 3. P. Ducali reg* G c. ITJv^IJr 23 Hov. I50lj. (i»epeating
the parte of 16 June 1503), c. 15v-l6r 18 Jan. lf>05* <*• 
31 JaSTT506« 15i® newly created Paduan silk daglo was 
assigned to the same purpose, Idem o. 2;v»23rm '1J": " LJuly 13)5* 

267« 3©e A t 3,V. Senate Terra reg. 16 o. 77 18 Dec. 1508.
268. See above p^°° and nn. 76~8l, as well as the data and 

initial coimnent ois seco^ai^expend!jturo in. ^al^.e, (g? 
\P« v"* / and n. 31 above. ^ K^ '\w\?t icv|>»*Ud iwTjijvwcic&^A '.M***,,^ 1

269. Sec e.g. A.3,P. Ducali rag. P c. 23r lb !>©o. llf.9i|.» am order 
by the Paduan '^ettori, issued on their own authority, H» 
consider as ^orSTriiry 1 moneys due to smiths v oarp@nte.ra 
and masons working for the Oanera.

270. Bor the ?olesine, sec A.3.P. Diacali rogt E c. 20v*21r, 
22 ?eb. li|.87} theae Expenses were later transferred to 
the newly ore o ted Hovlgo Oaroorja (Idem c. 73v 20 Nov. 
lij.89), though Lendinara remained Padua's responsibility 
(Idem c. 761* 13 ^©*>* lii-90) and Castel Gullelcjo was rottrned 
to Padua»s books by the Ten (A.S.V. Dlool lUstfc reg. 26 
o. 87r 8 Jan. ll|,9i|.)« Stor ^riuli, see e.g. the noble dast* 
el an of Monfaleone, A. 3..?. Ducali reg. E c. 73r 7 Nov. 
H4.89; for tVi e atato -;la nar the noblo Castellan of Mod on, 
Idem reg. ? 0.'~75v lirTfar1 ." 1501. Padua also paid Venice* 
peruianont representative in Fbrrara (tho V'icej^oralnusj^: 
see A.S.V. aenato Terra reg. 10 c. 191r l?~Jan. BI90, 
declaring his sal cry KB an ordinary oxr>ense of the Padian 
Cjjgaera - though payment was not punctual, cfr. SAHUDO 
Starfl II 609 12 Apr. ll«.99. Another extra obligation on 
WeTaduan Oaiaor_a was t-e pay of various administrative 
or conaultanjb personnel cdnneotod with the array and the 
terr.aro.roa^a defences - e.g. the engineer Dionigi da VI t- 
erto, ofp. A.S.V. Senate Terra rog. 8 n. l6r?v 19 July Hi.82, 
A.S.V. Seronls iraa 3ignoria Lettero Terra, filza 1, letters 
dated 6 Sent, and 9 Novf 114-88} A.3.P. Ducali reg. E o. 
80v-8lr k Sept. ll|.90j A, .V. Collogio Lottero 3ogr-te res. 
6 c. ?8v 29 Apr. U-J.91 (Dionigl had complained of hav'ng to 
sell his bolletts at a discount, while the purchaser recolved 
lxnmedlo.te"-and""73Il payment from the Camera.,.).



271. 3eo^e. % A..S.V. Coilegio Lattere Sagrete reg, 6 c. 112r 
14 Sept. 1492 and ff., undercover security measures on 
the occasion of a fair in Hovigo, at a time of t nsion 
with ?brrara (cfr. abofre p. ̂  and n. 79). "/ar'ous prov- 
ialonati of the Gainere were ordered to Hovigo, incluaing 
sevenTTOJH Padua"! See too A.3.V. Sonata Terra reg. llj. 
c. 5lv~^2r 6 Dec. 1501s Prancesco Beraldo, whose comp­ 
any had been sacrificed in anny cuts, was awarded D, 8 
a nonth fron the Faduan C^nera and taxe for 12 horses, 
(cfr. above p. /ff^jad n.
irt *fh. -«^ —— %—. __.-._ . ' W»» «• -» ji

.
272. 3*e above n. 77} see A,S,V* Senate Terra re&. 10 o. l83v 

13 £>©c. li|89 ~ given the shortage of ^Cainore^ moneys, the 
or array paytand of proviaioni were to be paid"''

same (incomplete) raeJT "'unless' tlie
served to support women and children, or renegade' 'furka, 
Cfr. n. 181|. above, the same L. 20 threshold was set by 
the Senate* s suspension of payments In June Uj.99, below 
i^hich ^rjovls&pn]. were to be considered 'ordinary 1 .

273* A passing "reference to questions of this sort is to be
found at p» k^\ n* 105 above, a propos of economies in the 
Paduan Hettori'a stables.
3©e e,g. AT^T* SeHato rrerr»s. reg. 6 c. ll|Jr 29 Oct. 
against 3£ttori's awards of ^royisioni and g^^e ̂ 
(pensions aa rI5ned with the revenue of1 slnaotoe* or ceased 
public offices); Idem c* l5Bv 2{j[ ?eo. llj.72, t 'he three 
SyrTln Hiolto (cfr. ^??AniKI La Costitusione II p. 
cHecting ace ount s , were instructed ¥o Ignore rulings by 
Rettori on office tax in its swollen version of Ik70 (cf ̂ . 
nV 5B above), as well as on munitions} Idera reg. o c. 
I88r 17 ^®b« 1U.83, a general attack on salary and pr oyjb * 
ione increases unauthorised by th© councils of st tat©r« 
BoTli the second and third ©temples quoted in n. 27l|. spec­ 
ifically referred to the giffioria, and in Hj.86 (A.^.?. 
Duaeli reg. S c. 13v 18 Septi^HplG) a series of payments 
a»ong Padua's local salaries and expenses* which had been 
authorized by steplo ducali^ were revoked. These instances 
must suffice as i 1 1 u slraMch, but it was :. recurrent

276. Gfr. a. 27i|., and previously &»S 0V, Senate Terra reg* 6 
c* 59* 30 Hay Ui.69, c. 103r 2i|. Sept. llj.70.

277* Cfr. p./t^and nn. 7o*6l.
27o* fhe Avogador© Orimani in Uj.85 (above n, 136) took steps

against un author! z eor*ggo vi a jlpaj.,* an<^ some reductions foll­ 
owed in llf.36 (cfr. n. 275TFH?fc besides inprdperly auth­ 
orized po,ymants or salary increases, the 3480 review dealt 
with s|tOh matters as public officials! trcvel expenses for 
the journey to Venice, spending on ambassadors (cfr. p, A^i 
and n. 105, Padua was a staging post for both Venetian 
and foreign diplomats), the expenditure of the Garnern. _dei n 
kavorloris and: 'housing allowances, -further cuts^ToTToweH 
a year lat^r, ^€hliahs. on the basis of their inf o *inaticn . 
Cfr. A. 3.?. Duo eli rag* B c. l4X)r*^3v 3 July Ifc63 f o 73v- 
Ikr 19 Hov. li|39.

279. A t s,P. Ducali reg. B o. 187 11 Sept. 1^75.
2oO. Th® C_Q^t^0nghi considered their duty done, and a 25 %

oonrTaslon ttielrs, once they had awarded fine debtors to 
tho Camera's creditors} and they kept their oocFiission 
evon IT t'lie creditors failed to obtain payment, and re­ 
turned debtors to tho Camera's books, so as to be awarded 
othars - also an illo^FlSactico. Cfr. A. ;.P. Dueali 
C c. 09r 21 Apr. 1/4.83, corrective action by tho 
di Terrafewna. S0o A.S.V. Sanato Terra peg. 6 c. ll|.v



280. 2 July 1473, acouslng the fce_pi»afern* He t tori of failing 
(cont. ) to register their court fines, so as €o have complete 

freedom in sponding thon. The Padovano vicars and at 
least soroe of the Podesta wor0""imcler obligation to send 
moneys froia thair courts to Pa lua, but apparently seldom 
troubled to register the fines or oomtnit' thdm to Paduan 
authority for exaction - cfr. A.S.P. Dueeli reg, E c. 
64v 14 Hov. 1488.

281. Cfr. above p.iaiand n. 2J|4, in 1506 the Paduan gaaeya«a
ft fines scribe was on trial.

2o3. ?or the blank in the 1533 accounts * not a surprising 
omission - cfr. n. 32 above,

283. See the reform orders of 1434 and 1488 - above nn. 13k, 
273, as well aa intermittent Interventions over* specific 
cases In the pageu of A.3.V. Diaci Miatfe.

284. Of*. A.3.V. Senato Texva i*eg. 5 c. 19v 17 Sept, 1462, c. 
5lv 9 Sept. 1L|,63 and c. 52v 2fy Sept* 3463 - sifitching 
them to the Arsenal foi* a yearf Ideia rog. 8 c. 3* 13 
Mar. 2478f Idem r&g, 10 c* 12Qv~22v, oarti batwoen 12 
and 30 Oct* 1468? Idem reg. 5 c. 19v I^TSTpt, l462 f 
°* 37* 26 Apr. 1)4.63 (cfr, pv^'and n. 23).

285. Sbr early fifteenth century oxaiaples, 30© FIHO B8AM8A 
f ll Comun®« XCIII pp§ 1303*09i cfr. A.s.:. Atti VI c. 
?46v 16 Ifay 1481 aad A.S.?. Duoali reg. Varde c. 3^r 
6 June 143i? moneys from the daalo to repair the city's 
roadsf with refer enoe to prac¥oen¥a of

286. Cfr* b^low
287. A notable example of £hia was the new course of the 

river Brenta# begun in 1438 and operative only in 
(SAHU00 Diarii VII 81 f 27 May 1507 ) f while the interrupt­ 
ion of tfie^icHaTOe over the intervening years had profi~ 
ucod consider able flooding damage* ?oi» the Ton's inter* 
vention with flnaneial support, «fr. p,i^end n» 201.

288. Ofr. pJooand n. 112. See A.s.V. DiecSs Mi at ̂  reg. 25 c.
4^r 25 Has*. 14910 the Ten authorized reduction of expenses 
In Padua's oastle (e^r* above p.3i and n. 32). Gfr. above 
p.l^and n. 264» the Senate *s aaaignment of revenues in 
Jan. 1493 also mentioned sending two inspectors to trim 
the Ceinoj^jis superfluous expenses. ;'5his wo a one of the 
Btany~ljasks confided to the seorotary dlemente -liedaldinl 
in Get. 3492 (above pJ^end n. 208) though he was priss- 
arily concerned with tax overdue from t" e clergy. Sfp. 
n, 2o4 above, the ducal© of May 1493 invited the Hettoil 
to report on supep'&'uouii expenaesf whiah the Gollaglo 
xjould" r«aiove* an Invitation repeated a year later (A.S.P. 
Duoali reg. F c. l?r 7 July 1494).

a8f« Ofp. pj^and nn. 192, 19.$ abov©.
290. Cfr. above p,i«<«nd n. 81; A.3*P* Duoali re|. F c. ;:4v-2S* 

23 Apr. 3495, o* 24v 10 !€ay 1495* assigning L. 3*500 a 
BiOBtli (L. l t OOO froiK tha dadila^ L. 2,000 from the dassio 
c|ei oarri... © ^oco^adago^ anoTT". 500 from tVio clergy 3aS

291* See e.g. pansToms given in 143? to liorgio GavriopSlo 
and his son Braitri, brother ond nephew of the Sultan's 
secretary ouli^an Bey, to b& pa5.d first froui Corfu, then 
from Pudus, As a result of poor payment from Padua, the 
Ten ordered the moneys sent to their Caxsera; in 1491 
they also complained of delays in payraont of the al owance 
due to the Lusignan prisoners in the ccstle, and their 
gusrds 1 salaries, to be given priority asiong the Ordin­ 
ary 1 payments, (cfr. p3« end nn. 30-31). See A.S.V. Diac i 
Mist^reg. 23 o. l?4v-25r 3 Apr. 3487, reg. 2a c. POl^r 
12 Aug. iij.90, reg. 2^ c. 68r 18 Aug. 14911 A. ^P. Duoali 
rog. E c. 3^r 17 Sept, 1487, c. 6lv 2 Sept. U



<
• ^fr, below p-'^? / , i^or other instances of the use of 

public employment as a form of reward, aeo p.^z and 
*jn» 35-39, vet rati soldiers c$iv©n garrison jobs.

, otfe p-^and nn. 107-09; and cfr. n, 271 above, 3eraldo»s 
retainer included teace,
?ieS A* s »v * 3enato Terra reg. 10 c. I6lv-62r 12 Sept, 
Ii|.o95 failings in the Cameras payment of aroy pay 
induced the Senate to sUapexr 2SSS^Si2Si ^rante<i *>y 

'ia and Senate since Ui82t™'i<uE3ro grants wore to
proposed by tho whole Gollogio, and passed by a throe 

quarters majority of at least 120 senators, Later propos­ 
als were general" y formulated to request revenues already
assigned to proyisioni in the past; soe e.#. A.S.7.

, ' Sen&to Ter^a re^TT^c. S^v-5':>r 23 Mar, iMw- * to Gdd
B, ^ a month, freed at the Paduan Camera b;/ the death of 
(Jiovani^i Durcua (whose provisions nad Wen D, 6 a month) , 
to the pension of Oerol&mo Sanoa, rowardod for servico 
a» c river boat captain during the U)ar of 7errara.

295* The Sanat© had tackled, tho question half-heartedly in 
1501, inviting provincial Hottorl to submit lists of 
spending for reduction, (A75T«$C Uenato Terro ro^, ll|. o, 

S5 May 1501); this may have proved sufficient 
\ for tne Rettori of Verona (Idem c, 31v k Aug, 

cc, fOr-?2r'),"rTJuF*tho other- clt-'.os delayed, and 
cuts in Padua and olsouhore i^re tho^^eault of a special 
inspection, Cfr, above n, 193, pip- ^fand mi, 2l|64«,7l the 
inspectors war© Vineonso ?alier and the array's Collateral 
vienei^al, (above p.i^and n, 223),

296. Gfr. obove pJ^° end a, 19i|* p,ii6 and n, 53?.
*2he limitation ir* fact insisted &n the Conere's strict
adi'ier-ence "to 'sepor&te rx>nthly ciooounts for™~Bhe FX>noys 
th^y handled, a point also singled out by the 
in ij|.8B •* «fr. r.bove nn, 2?^, 112, and e oj»l i er ' "3l s ous s^ 
ion of accounting at ppjB-^<^ond HIT.
IThc AZSSiiS?1"^ 18 rulings in Fadua in l!;8c> suggest thai* 
the BasStlf QjT"ac counting regularly hcd still to be inpos9 d, 
cfr. A»3,P, Ducali rog, •? c. l?r ? ^uly U^9i|., against 
failur© to send yearly rnd irontMy accounts, Accounting 
tees connected id.th xaonthly settling up of exaction, and 
public olTlcialB 1 leaving office with their books in 
order and without, owing roonoys to the state » subject of 
legislation ctgain, cfr* A,S,V, Senate Terr a rcg, 12 c. 
123v-2l|.v 20 Feb, 11^96, end 'G-iovarmi Batiiota Bonzi 1 s 
rulings in Padua in 1500 (abovo n. 219). Ih 1501 tho 3fc noria 
\^r»ot© to doLiaud recent accounts (£,,-', p , Ditcali reg, ? 
c, 73r 4 Jan. 15C1), closely followed by the IVpvvoditori^ 

,gli Uf fie i_ ( above n, 255), tfhile the Senote're-iaBued 
[, _

lEarTZ.es l[oir ac counting of apsi^r pay to the Proweditori
eppra le _QjBBffS» whoso covering letter to Padua contained 
a v0fi3S3or'ur^ '"send nonthly and yearly gmnora accounts, as 
***11 as information on da&i contracts - c!>* above n. 23l± 9 
and A,S»P. Duoali reg, F'c7 QOr 16 Oct. 1501, flfce follow­ 
ing year the Prowo^itori t^rrote to Padua in October to 
daraond the previous"' riorvEHs l accounts, since those from 
Crerona had already arrived - A,3.?, Lettere ai Hettori, I, 
letter dated 15 Oct. 1502; and in 1501; the Senate passed 
a partQ striking off gariopo erqpensos tho stationery used 
by r!eFBori f s chancellors, revonlod as exorbitant in tho 
i/on'^Hly^accountg received - A,l,V t Bonato l?errr. res* 15 
o, 51r 26 Sept, 1^0*4.. During tlie period of tho I^ovvedit- 
oro Glovanni" Trevisen's activity in 1502, tho



had also taken a hand in correction of the . 
account a, cfr. A.s.V. Avogadori di Cornin b. "35857 
lotter dsted 12 May 15C2 to Trovisan concerning tha 
debt of a dazicre vhich Andrea CJsnago had handled,

*n« .
299 1 See A.S.V. Senato ferra reg. 12 a. 93v 20 May 114.95$ 

Treyiso and Padua had neglected the rules enforcing 
monthly closure and settling up of accounts. Unsuccess­ 
ful prosecution of former officials of Trevlse, Baaaano 
and Odarao fallowed (Idem c, 106r and ff. ). Cfr. A.S.P. 
Duoali *e/i. G c. If 10 ?ob. 1505, against the Paduan 
SSffiSlJ^SB^i1 » saddling and borrowing between different 
rjOiitTTy accounts,

300. Cfr, below p . £2> i -
301. A. s.V. Senato Terra ra;. 15 c. 13? 12 Sept. 1506.
302. See bibliography listed In n. 2 aMve,
303. OS3SI «La Pvegolaasione dolle I3nt2»ate» oit. pp. I1I-7II. 

For Paduaf see 1533 relaglone and ita accoiants, (cited 
p- o land n. 23) and ae^jsipffiTde.i .get tori Vanati in

8 vol. I'll Tfeovi so p." T^TTI5J6"T. p7 H (1537) ,
1 } J vol. I? Padova pp. 11-12 (!$)$) J vol. VI 

XX1X-XXXII (editor's oomr^nt), p.
305. Cf2?. KA3A»1KI LaJJoetitiwione II pp. l?0¥71j an axaraple 

of legislation pr-o^5socTlBjr^E!Km is the j^artfa of 15 Oct. 
IJQI » above p.^eind n. 23q..

306. Gfr. F^RAimil op. cit. II, osp. 333-33, 3^9*50.
307. Often working with large parties, they aoeuzaulated

considerable expenses •» see o.g. A.3.?. Ducali reg. 1 • 
c. 6r 12 May 1466, Oerolaxno Bon's party in ll|85 (above 

- p.(«1and n. 136) had taken D. 200 of nonoys destine -:« to 
the Arsenal, Significantly f in 3490 the 3enc.te decided 
to solicit the despatch of terr^ferina moneys awardoA 
to the I'jonte by confiding tHS Ij'ai^To officials in the 

er©, to be rewopded with a 2 '\ oomis ion - consider- 
fieaper than sending touring officials to collect, 
A.3.Y. Senate Terra, rcg. 11 c. 20 2? Aug. Hi90f

(see above p.B^and n. 
JOB. Bbr the ecxm.-dasion awrtrded, see o.g* the trvjo officials

in Padua in li.6?s the Grovernatqri * s raprosen^ativ© (&boie 
n. lii) wua to rooeive"T"Tj|i * L€Ke "Senate J s emactor (abovo 
n* 121} 2% ?»• The gains could, b© considarable « according 
to KaLlPIBaO Annali II p, 6Slj.f the tour-in^ Avogcdwl^ of 
2436 returned^aTCe? eight jsconths 1 tour withTu "Ti'TTfiC" each, 
probably an exaggeration; but the 3? suit waa to concentrate 
specie! offioiala 1 energies on exact ionf t6 the virtual 
exclusion of i^oi1© radical intervention.

309. 2ha Camera's functions night be supplanted: sea e.g. A»J. 
DuwalTTeg. C c. 73*25 July 1^76, Cieiaente Thedoldftni 
(levying clergy end other old dadie, debtu) was told to 
send i-noneya directly to Venice, bypassing the Paduan Cmt"-' "

abov© p iind nn. i:''6-29t asp, n. l.?7f Taddeo 
arTni and his ent6urage mor© or less took over the exact* 
Ion of clers^y deqirtm In Padua Tor o yoar in l!f?9~60. A
Senate law of ift^^Tiined to enooiar^e Hett^ri and 

to solicit exaction, by ;dving"TH
over touring Iffi vyedi t or 1 aopr a ler.^;^er_c in the 

right to exact {nnd" 1'ffailTl>oiSi^3Tli^)''1^o^T^ debt­ 
ors of the fiao} it also reminded Prwveditpri to deposit

'*the inoneys they raised in the C'^ero^rTcTi*. TT^.V. Senoto 
Terra reg. 11 c. 109r 26 Mar. "



310,

33-1 *

31
16*

317.

320

and 150 -
n*

ill ^
3) of A^S.V. Collegia o 
orv>nt0 ^be-'l&ldiBl f a In 
'.-la QOKBaiaaiozuKt to Inspect th* 

' w«re often Inctructod to ohock tho Canorous 
and trin tholr oxpous^Of thou.^ii thereTT 

*• of this hav?*"-" hirvo€jncd in Pnr*""" orr. (ona

— •-.,* 
(above

aril IT 19? (13 Dec, Uj.93)* *; /Ho 
and n. r!i{5) v ' 1 
thct ha hcitl %*, non

una na 01 pl&o«r« . f j Sr^nudo oon-'etttor? txiot hi® 
recount w&a '.,» rwlto loiao;o »t tadloso,»«* Ofr^ Idem 

369 (30 JUly 1^00 )> /,'fter Bonsl»a rlalt to Padua in 
150C ' '—.-•• ^i^und nr^ 218-*19}» the Peutaan •••Jotts 

e to t:.v ^ -^";lo to sesr t: ;-a,t (ha) 1 «. d ataiEo
i. jBl J A. *«(••«•»*»;, »«!?••>« .»».V " » » » ^ ^

a rato$ tf-'J-^^ i^oa?o apevftOD di far oc acuoder***.
^ of cofcipr _•_,_.. It f» int^r.-stin-; to note that rel&t* 

woon the ->i

3tei:La -a, IQOp II " •;?. 2J4.39* r^slnat the/ir" re­ 
flation of te-:-ufom^. ofi'ic-^a 1 j?ln'j. 4u£ In 1

egru.-?^ "--rotested r-.t til
G^llelo

Above .

_ ^^ of Me 

thorj to -.*oturn to Tonfoat aitoa

!% boloi: p. /<
o. 1 -tbovw* 

^

-at of '

lo
-;t:.tlon cr* th« salt

w

h^d rin^u SS :'>•
p >rlolda Is soars®, cfF* be­

i^ 1 hypotho^la*Is

^Pt bolow
i^E ll 

arisu da o^olii, and L* 'j,000 of ^SS^S
W..i|M*mi»»ii.^iM<W4*MM»«MK«t<^IMrtMW'r - » . ? rf » f > .^g**r&-m»jg*e«u^i»

bft% ^ibonro p') and nsi, li* >*^A» * ^? 
tuo eop^eas of a military ohDx*oeter«

of
e

apavt *ron L l t :?00 e^r-onaoa for rop^ueoiiiaaoivo:-,, -.:.* vol.
lin^H <3l*POUfS00» i.3 ftIVvX~'*01y ^1^0^ tl'P OX S t"U. UPl '"•'">»
oonaleta prlnolps,l : y of U Wf 000" due to "c«ntt.ori
-VA*!1 T '?o*""r .*0ttlit*l Ot OOiS^U»li ? * •• -*;1O olt^*S G<lK"l .';.j?atiVd 

-rt^ o'* sur^luo in duOio oxae&ion to&irclu tKeena ^IK^^c^v'^
c(r Jbtl^i ^ Ifljt -.-fcttJl ot^tffcS?^\€MA4- clUtniv We^ cu^ ^wv^^eftrf. t»ett.

126. J0e A.3^?. *>JO&li ^*eg* VowJo a. aw-,..*:v ^Q V -• 11± 7.
(l^f^r-oa to in ?IKO MAIK5A ? a Oaumei 3tCI^_ ,,^ JbA^t 
and uSxnro ».<3 end n* 9U, v.-s\ -vi n. l43/v « It opociflaa
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V;'' :-

33. 3fr. t*\o Irwttcstlope above, p»l*and nr., 16-18, ar.d Tables
M. "'or Tlorence see HDXiRD "lorcntiae
~**; - P': • '{5ff. cad Do ' 
"V. belles'1 * ctt.

do

. .
*,* - p ~ WIV"^e * I** tLo TJollo d'Oro, abov^ pjJZend n, 7. 
lilit; -J^ok °r tha PcufiJtH"'SHK3rEc- o;* Ifero (ns B. -\ 
t o. 314.7 ff . ) 5,tj devoted to tax? four long rubles 

:,! tJi'.th the villages' estlrii raid cUvleden of ta*f and 
rvoas. ?wo othet»« (pri:oe'3j£ r;.o tibovo in ordo?) r^i^u 

tha llt.btlity for trx of tbo province f c ir^bltcnts, and 
oity £stino^ Little traienivcs u out tin.- 'ppeolso forms 
j»:.toc or "taxation, v)Sioi"»eafci «cr»tain i»ub2»:loa oJ book 
(covering vtipious po into 'of o'.rll lew cndl r 

o G^Jloit * o t n» i*ut>r5.e &• vt " 
ot dL-rd.la'i boc-1:

cit. p« 636 and XBU X?~X3 &
ontcry ovidf»nco of tho oont:lnuity of t!:$ dasi la tfor>ona 
bofctJoon fourtoonifr and fifteenth oonttml^.T'Sie A. 3,P. 
houaoa^a Qol~.oot2.c-n of doeursenta cjcmcoi*nine; the drisi^ m

in tha main catalogue, but - ftp^.isxmtl? - coneorn*
- $ •£• rf^ »^ '< ' . \.i *$ vJJu V

rf » oit. 3WTtil pp. 1306 ff. 
333* Cf^, -^cblo T/I. and oors^mt, aboira- p^-^^fV -

an* 17-10 abo\fo» ?os? tlie eatitiatod annual tjotnl of 
foi» th» salt ^£2^S* soc bolon p ue ^ya Fadwan 
3LS33 accoimtc^fSvo tJbc follawinc figure • for*

A9|
tBO£t

ttve total B*' ^"WJ'TSO of the 0. 3", 593 /la listed
na th« cit^s in ?cble 71, Trio ot":.6:c»3 were- Iwi^td - in 

of xiold • on ^Ish, oloth, ^alshts anc! iieeatirea,
. 'Shia lats©^ w,:ia andop the ^4r;lnlsta*ati0n of 
c fie 1 al until 1S*05» whon it ^ras auetioned for

gulm its s*ovonu«3 t-yerm node at (D* 190 in 153 3 )t

Je-iWi r-ag* 5 e« 37^1^ Apa?, 1!|,63* ^»%F« Daoali x»es. E

• 1533 list siay tsot be oorr lctof 01* sssy ecjreal the xal?Teilng 
of ^ssl -uu-lop a OO/-MKKKS holding •» thor*o is no iQontion9 for
eatf^jpr©, of (cha' oillr da^io Instituted thirty y^ar»8 ata*lis«fc

M * • ^fc **rf A. 7 .j. tdt I vO* ^^-.XBtt Jl AjL*:. 4 ri^f'' ' A Vj'MFi I'J^ijb 4» ^^ •«• Vj-' A "*• -p w-wttlf* J' VT W^^M^ -^ Tt^irfn -< 'i. •«* l| ^nTA- J ^njl ••* I * •? . v ^r -H. T»3> 
t^^ftr 9 W ^*«W «* 9 jp^ » ••*»'<»WWW W.'Wjp' -^^ " jjf -, __^

Padova* pp* XX^Ilt-IV ^""tSf' eonoQ;r*nG^"¥l€h™"^alnT^'^rther 
discasalon of tl-.ls point, attended to othoz* oovr^oditiea* 
follows atU^tt-irdln s^d tinber woaro trie eowr *** JU * ~" -"-

troi thowjh a ©yston of quotas and •awtborlsat£vmt Which
••:;::,, tlicvefora* went for beyond the indl2?oet
<v -' v *i<frj!*^ V*rr /^^«»4 4"n-r«f ^*J!I> M r ^V*f% Hft^^*-*! O^* XQ^*'
/I-;**;-" fti-WwSW *?^f ^A'^S-*' W nJ&X iZriJt. •<-' ^- -*-*•*%# *^*» H,r >(*•' V* S^ *• •*» ̂ >Ĵ _1' "^ "** "*** " "*" ^"* *•"—•" ' - -T^-*f -w <•---ww ^ *- -^^j

in pi«OT>a?3Err:-n In tt;^> fifteenth oonttwjr, ^ut its o -elation 
beofitao* saoro ri-*or»oir.s in the alsteonth, Ptw* det&ila of the 
aup'ol^ ^-d re^ul-ition of o^^-^ditios in f'ftoon^h century 
Padua, efa*. PESO 3.UHC/-1 n Ctewwne 1 elt. f xcr/n pp. 72*100, 
asp, pp, V^v8l (grain) wad B?-»96 (flrowoo<l)»

in Atti a i^^rl^tl.^jt.tj^ 19??2-23> Pp. 9t3-96t in
wit*; w<^rehousoa neai* t:io ftle] 
thore is the. ovldence of ocotv*

lgo»a apooch in ll\2\ (soe MTSSrtTPO Stori.- . n opnordca wit. P.16?l



„.
A - oit. ?or /enioe, -c ,:^ U1»o 0 reformed to inn, 16 abovo, and also p

341 * * "*•*«»« *™ tho city, and the
-" o 'rona - ^vsnrssee OP the nas

teioyofore bo efteotad via the local ;*dosta -

received «a ovti** to send Ms takif«s

oond in order of th* F^dorrono d§si
0 /06, after Fiov© di Saooo*s B» 5,56-U

Cittadolla. Honaolioo § Monta^nonG ond ^ar:^os^ v "* J oro all 
«rowid D. 80C-900 ©a*lu Fiov©*9 inportrnoii (1*3 '.' of tho 
total,, ofr. fable VI) oay hair© boon duo to concentratio 
of population, and in part to its linon da^io. (o^i»»

f but must also reflect tho Ino'HfSSoo on eeonordc
aetivit'of Vonati^na 1 2*or5^2*ty- «snd hou»o»o^^nin.^ In tho

.
• ITonioe 1 ® loaaing of tr:o da-io d0!Ho_ b-^llotto in Padua in 

d«B«m«lKpat©a boliofTh €!io' "g^eafc^F proTits to bo had 
oontraotixv;} for l&tor oonturloa t oh?, ^loaionl . doi 

'oneti, 3V Padova f p. 3CX9DTIIZ and P^'^^
ol¥#"*pp» 652 ff, ;^L0rene© tad alx^.. •".,;' 3»irod to*

direot ad&iniatration in ti's.o H|,th oontux*y» eft1 , 
De Lo '^^:ar-r': *tndiroot ?;-:5tos and '.^ebelloo"* oit, p 
182-35*
S0o FI1JQ BBAWA »tl ^otmma» XCIII p^ 1310, onrly Int 
vontiona to avoid ontronohod intos^esta in tho oosaotion of 
the a alt .dasio. Tn Uj.85 n number of ^£^4 «oi»o reduced frora 
two- to ono^yoar oontrsota9 foi» tho ^r»or:tor ^taln of tho 
fiso, (A^K.P. Dueali reg. 0 c. 10z» 9 Oot, 3105), 'Bio 
available data for Padua roveal son© ^oour*s*onoe of 
but tlid information is too fra^nDntary to draw precise 
oonoluaionaf Vonoti^n oontpnotn in tho early aixtoonth 
oantury (ofs** Bilone! GonQpal* pp. 181*83} ctfcmotod 
epooialiat InvesBoaFST'TH'^BHIPPyalx l<*r;aos listed b 
1506 and 151?, Bernimlo do Lo^^o and JO.OOF» AMan took 
oiglit 0aoh» as nany aa tl^oo at a timei thoug!^ avo 
thi major do»i» they between t"--en r.ooountod for a quarter 
of the taon%a' ruiaodf (Dt 369,200 out of r^ora than 0, 
1 f !4.00» 000 }«
Auetiofm twre proolat«»d t*-ii*oug':out tho provtnoo» x (aoo A 
Lott@r0 oi -ottori, I, lot^or of the Vioar of )trqaa datod 
IS Oot« 1^01), an-.? conducted by the nanin. : of pro^ 
louor sums* If t'^o price went too low the auction night be 
pooo&tod, (CJfp, A.3» :\ Camera o Concollerlr, :^lsoalo T T I t 
entry of 6 !Iar. 12{.969 auotion of tho Lont flali das 
txmf ontries of 3 Itov. 1305 and 20 Dot* 1506, TcHs Insfof tho Piewre dasio 5 . let tori tier® onoourngod to seek

in ' oonfr^ . o^'v .iu"oo - goo o.£« r^dronistaont by 
3«?« Duouli re^ C3 o» 32r 29 l^wr, 1^77. and 

in !?( v:zon L.
owim a sinllnr loss tho previous year attribute ' by Sanudo 
to tb« effeota of flo-.^din^ cmd ferr of t"-.o plague, SAHUDO 
_Di orii V 306 13 *-ovt 1563, A.-3.^. luc'.ll ro-. 1 o. Up? 
TH5 So!, l^tOlO* ?&«3 obligation to in for...:. tl*o oapit:;! of 
contracts road® u^s e atnnding obli -ntlon, but perhaps in* 
•orapletely obaorved - aoo A»S»V» Senato Terra rer« 5



f* ?*"?*** 28 Jum 1!^2 *•* end Ina'etefieo on this noint 
by *ig j?s>yvj9a.lt^^ C^aro In Oct. 1501 (above
n, .9u)* Apart fr»on f'onoraYliSvTba (not 'to lease to 'per 

dohiliosiirilat, A. 3. P. Ouoall r©g, 3 c, 173 15 ?W>.
Intervention night man refusing rsuor enters offered 

. A.3«v : . Lottos® Q! r?®ttoi»l ;, letter of the 
aet®d S ^®v. 1503 concerning sureties for

. On tha other hsn-t, Instructions In 1486 to re»leaso 
jsatoa* and silling da^I <A.3,Pf Duoalt rag. : c. ISv 
i*0v. 11*06} were pronptea by hopes of greater profit, anl 

pf obiifoly • y tlie appe«p-^noo In Veniee of a eontondop for

$&* the ^ggasydltofl, Of2»* HAHAHIHI La Ctost? tusiono n
P* 153 GnrnTnST^m.nK) Be H^etoetlTCini^^^ 
Ctp. n, 16 sbov©» and PirSTWir i^.TtTT IfcrSb*' 'on t!se nad- 
uon salt of floe, aa referred In n« 3U,3 aixnre« The ppooe 
of the Paduan salt dazlo muat be Inferred f*<y& indirect 
evldonoe * tho »t^ oT^lHo of a oontraatora* .cfuarnntoee 
IkTl W'^» ^* 3«000 (A»3.P. .DuoEli ro-% 3 c. l"lv*?2r 11 
Sept* 1I|,?1K ooBpo,rabl© to tlte Vo3»onci flrftiro of 9, 1,000 
In U*6J Cof^ # ^ f -^o ni Rogtee i^lsealat eit. p. 63? n. 161, 
Cfr, p.^^-and Table 7# the ialt revonues hav« boan listed 
with the Ctagera**! tha dej^peo and practloal meana of 
vision byHFT^Iettorl &&^*&p the ssii® as for other

the for^Satinetlon betwoon donor a and ialt off* 
nbly iriora evident in dealing* v/IBnTenotlan auth* 

ority thi3n In day to day oxaetlon*
S©0 31 lone I ^enorall p» LXx:!, whor© dlfferoneoa aro attrlb» 
ute4<TS^^rrT!Ver-3TEy of eueton and prloe in t^e prenrlneea 
before Vonotlon eonquootf but ti:e prleea llatod (fr^ow a 
1S2?5 espltulary) woi»& higher furt!^er' inland. 2h© attitude 
Indie stod by Venice** anevors in the Bol^/l'Oro was 
ently favourable to pcirlfle&tlon, thou§H noChThg procisa

Sea PIMtt BTIA" CA* Tl Oowune* pp. 1316*1?? efr. e.f;. A. 3.7, 
3eroni88lna Sl^orlia, tettere ?errs I, letter doted ? I;l6v» 
l!|.OB rofer»i»liig" i»®luoianfe pc^yors to thelt alloeatlon In tha 
books of t*'!« Paduan salt office, orflo^lni? full eus si stance 
by t'".@ ^ttorl of city 'ond 31SSSS£feL.^° Investigation of 
fraud arHnraScTed levying* 
Cfr* dbove p.Uf and n, 1?0* .

324,9* A@ In 11*71* see «• 116 above $ eft?* A, -^.7, Senato *erra 
10 c« Sjr ^8 i?Vo. 11*88. for t!:o i»©ec5V0ry of orroorsi ^ 
Oueoll ^0"% H o* 9l*r m F-'^r. Ui9*5 t t"-© 7onotlon office 
isarjded r'-'oncy In tha possession of t"e Paduan e^ltCj^

',' • • dovodoi Ide'n re.rr» ? c. ?3v 29 Apr. 11*95, for TieEaaty 
Ia^""B1r arreure, "due to tha fen's monthly deposit.

350. They re^ulolied the ojcpenso of the yearly tour (&.3*7»
Blstft re^, ?.6 o, 6?v 19 Sept. 11*93 K o^nv©-"toc! the contract 
Ing to ?^ubli0 auetlon so as to ralae r0von«©a f hold down 
anlte the ^r*ouing isopulctlon of tho state by t^e ontroneh- 
rint of dr.slerl Uden r@g, : ;? a. '"08 19 "iz? 1i*96 - of*, a

by the Senate In l!t7|*» A.'\V. len,to
* 7 c. ^8v aB At^j. lWjJ« Tn 11*90 thoy oven lnto:> 

vonod In' sun^ort of th^ oiwront Padunn oontr actor, then in 
difficulties, U*3.?» Dloel ?!lstfe re^. i:B e. 53v "5 i-^y 
3499)1 •-" " and In 1506 they assuxasd the poorer to 
none the tour-t..^ Provvodltore (tdew reg, 31 c t 60r, 70vf 
13 and 19 Hoy 1^6^TT5i l^o"^i*ovvoditori iL roduood to one 
efr. o. n.7r 17 Hov. 1507),
tta orse intervention at this tlrso *:na n uoqwnst for fclr 
practice by the dtislorl ^.nd tl'-o oonsequont pureh so of snlt 
measures - s©e ATsT^T^ttl re-, f? o* ^Our c5 v-"'. jU*7l*»



16 Arir * W?4*. 4.3.P. Dueali re?. '/erdo e. 
A.8.P. Caa™ Cltta vol. 189 ©ntry of ?$ !%y

Of* oove p. Sfc6 leloalonl dotf
'Sagglo aulle Tatitttzloni Finonciorie del Ducato 
nei Seooli XV © XV I » in Atti Daunt aaione

1891 p.
pp* uIOOCX-aLxxxT, Already established
eeatury (efr. &«%?. Tferritorio vol. ?15, a statutory i*ul» 
ing of 1339), the ^ooccxdgso rate in th® fiftdonth Qpneara 
to hisvo been on* aoT#o*~pc»r rx»nth per hood of rural oopulat* 
\on - °^* At3 4 ?.TJuc31i rofj. D c* ,% % Aur;. Ik8?. 
3oo 0.3. A.s«^ Duo all rog.'o c. 56v 6 Jan. 34Sof the sett* 

n^ of Q dia-.>ute over ahoroa*
total inereaaod in tlie aijeteonth o©ntua?y, cfr». n. 320 
. 3ee '»3t P» Buaali re?;. 0 o, 56r 3 <>oe. 1!|J;3| the 
c.li oocur regularly in the r»oeordaf aeo e.g. A*3.P. 

Duetai s»ag* B e. ?.;^r ^ Map. 1461.
355. See e.f% A. •;» v^ Lotto-© at Ret tori I, latter dated IP I>ao. 

1503 from the VioDi* of Or! ago, ooneerniiv* the viearlate'a 
aurotioei sea A.%P. Dueall'rer;, 0 o, 9?v»90v 11 Mor. 
li|.% Contarini«s ordora (above p.io^ and n. 13U-) included 
referanoe to pledges due fr»on both tlie Padovaro ecre^unea 
SJK! t'io eitiven exaetor. 'lf!p# A.3.P. Caznora a Ctaneel^eria 
Ha0al0 vol. P5X'IX, ceta dated Hj. and 30 Apr. Hi98t the 
eitieen ex^iotor 'Iceolo dl Antonio Hoborti ap<-K»inted sub- 

. ex ao tor a for Conselve. ^Ir^ua and ^a^rpoaanplero. who gave 
ettrotiea. See A.S.P. ?er-.dtorio vol. 3S:% aots of the 
Cittadells coundil of forty dato<l 16 Au-;% and "0 Got. l£0<i 
ts*e eor-^une of Cittadella traditionally ors*-oDd»od Its own 
ehar© of tb-e tax. 
See below t>h-2?U{--

357. lee A.%P/ Attl Wg. VI e. 299 a? Jan. 1U62, 0. 3«u»-OSp 
F@b. or ?4aroh li|,52f and rogf VITI o. irir ^0 Hay 3Ji95s 
the Padtton Couneil tr*iee eout^lasio-ned its repr^aontativoa 
in Venice to obtain 0nfdi»o©s©nt of tlie ruling againat de* 
iQonds for payment Y elapeo exino*.
\>r exaxaplaa of imfo^oaoeable loa^ea elaliasd by daaigr^ 

aea A.%lP. Duo;..-li reg. B c, ?5v~?6r 6 Got. and if'llbv,"" 
: 3461 ** Adige floods affected the daatelbr.ldo dassiof ' de» 

e. . 96r and 9Sv»9vr» 31 K-ar. cad 28 July 3466 ^^STl and 
plsguo ei ted by the Monselle® do^teroi Iden rag* D c. 5v 
19 Doe. lii% «• t-:t© effoeta of Biotas* of Carrara on Oitta* 
dell a.

359. 3fr. above, text eorreaposding fea notes wu lO'"'-^^ U&- 
152, 236*37. ^9*?50. nrr IfeL, ^^^^V^*^^j^^^^

360. A.S.P. Duebll reg* 3 c. 173 15 ^b. 2475. ^ v r 
A,S,P. mjcali re^. 0 a. 17v 13 Sept. 1^76 | e. 

Oet. 1477 * oonoomod with term given by t'-e
itor? aonra le Cairiero to dasJori owing tha Off )orgt c.

^ reg* 8 o. «i>r cind 6?v.t* . .t
2? Sept. and 11 Oet. 1479| c. llUv 27 Ttoe. UicK) - elal. ing 
for t>io Senate a »jono'~oly right to eoneede t^n^a of nay- 
rjent to the eitiea 1 d^giori? r©6. 10 e. 9*r 2 May U^-B-'J - 
limiting the appli cation of such i^agijt, to t!-o solo pet­ 
itioner 'and not* to partners or cucSFnEoro; 'i. '5.?. ixieali 
reg. r ; o. "?v ond £9v» 10 and .?7 Juno ll|37. 
Cfr. abovd p.^^and nn. 110*111, p.bl^nd n* 13! i-5 3ont.-r.lni«a 
reforna of il Har. liwi tlio Avocadori f o ordora of 3 July 
1)4.00 (o.fr« n. 1)4.3; * for follow-up to fielr o.otion soo 
A.S.V. Dueali pa-. c. 50v 10 July 1488| t .0 Sonata's 

of 2ii. July 1400.



^* '?*• a^<wro P&Jand n. 200, p.M ^ j^ flttfftN, Pfcr th® 
^udual fgrouth of central aurveillanee* efr. t";o infer*
*f rj*on the turn of tho century period in n. 3!$4
•wwro.^-o J^SESLilisiSP^- aopra le 3a0e*e, authorised b^
a n * ._ tafc j«» Jk JL. *% ^^^^^^^^^^^\ifir^*^(ff<*iF>a^Btt^Bf^'*'*''y*lt<]r'^"TJ^'''^^ i -iniiMHi 'i i) 11 nimit^t^'ii vBMMJJtlH)|lrtimiMi*>> rtv ^ 

*>@naue law of 3J4.79 ( AYSV*. :l®nato "Ter^ u re^« o ©. 60r

23 Aug. 3479}» had g^nor^l oompotonee to «xaot IVora '^en* 
etiana owing the Qajaorg^ apeeifieally repeated in 1435 
to eovor V«netie^ni^owXng th-e Cmagpje for do*i undorwritton

r-aaulta yforo laborious^l aee*e»gVlettera in*A»sip, Lot ten 
ai aettori I, oatod 25 Oot. I302t 17 Jm* 712 Har. and 
3 Apr. Ij503t oonoorned with the debt of a forawer daaiore
with ppop0i»ty at CMoggia. ;rhe Sonata f s

rig! it to make extond^ed temtt of poycjent does not 
to 'have been effeotlve, Cofr, n^ 361), OF at least waa liot 
abl© to out tliroupjh the legal totigle surrounding exaotloo
of eanEHictpSp (ofr, below k^^ },
A»5 07. Sonato 'Pen* a re^« 15 e« 68ir»*69i» 13 nor. 1S05 ' ' 
Gl*2*. n» 361, the Senate «s order of Oot. 3477 was to pre­ 
vent a goner si trail® far of old debts froa t!ia -3;.inere to

lonlsnt in groBtlr^^irms of 
th® Sonata* a oonpetonee to ^

torma given, (efr. n* 361 } 0 In a Ions-standing legal 
battle ovar the 1^66 wine daadg^ eontraetod tc^ tao 7ehetlcnt
»©bl© Jaeoo!M» Pollani, the Wowoditorl protected the hair
^ ̂ fc * fc «ft — * ***-*(* tf1«MB i Mt/^gBf-ia^H^g^ *^fcgr>«* ^"J^MVtr -''***)to+jj> » - *» U *«f the laudator (th® ^aduan Tor(3Tr^KTT51®M®l) but cannot - 
hav® suoc8il0<f""'iB pressing ol&ins against ?olianif sine® 
Piero !€tehi«l wes still bsinr1 horftss®d in 1503 * olV, A» 

li rag» 0 o» I6v-19r 19 and 2^ Jant4 l;:iS?| reg,, S o. 
13 "- :oir # l!|,91j A*S»P» !*®tt®2*© ai H«ttori I, l®ttors 

1 and 7 ?®b^ iiwaa th® 'l$wv®&LtQrlj and ?S Apr., H 
th® Audltori Itovi C atf^STielgei } , %hatM»v®r tb®

^fc «nifl»i»«Mf ;^,:.W3'*«««KW»- -«••*«'«(• ^w^iiiyMmM^ >%*"'' i » «of tu® t^b€®rt €HO fiso wont unpaid. 
366. A*%?. ^oali poj|» S o, 99r $4, Doo. Ht9«?| w^# F e. 6r-7v

15 >tor. 31*93t o*'9v 12 Jim® a493» 0* 10v 5 July 1^93t «. I6r
«% Apr, ll^t o* 9"r B July 1S03*
10 aoo, X.^03. (efr. above p,i^ raid on, ??0-21 )*
P.3R4UD : X *L*Italia fuopi d^Italia* p* 2126, in Stgria d f

369« i^r win© and cloth, ss© PT.-0 B^A!?CA t tl Oonune 1 XCXIT pp.
1311*12, XCTT! p. Bl| both wine and cloth ronsatnod proteot* 
ed a$&inat other oofip^tition* '3or fiah§ aoe PHIO BHABOA

the later fifteenth century (a©@ ®.g. A.3.?. l^ffioisli alia 
7eeehie 2(f :l!lotatorio 3A53«60 f o. ^752* 24 A^r, l!;6l)

June U,|.Bl). -The disputea aron® when Paduan d^zieri re- 
:•- . fused to eoll':iboi>ate with holder a of a Venetian "l^Ho au* 

thorisiiig iVee trenait Into and out df tho provinoe with 
fiah, and also t^ie Fight to ©ell in Padua. 

370. 3eo P.B'^AWfSf'SIII 'Le C?o-:aaor>ee du ^%P a Veniae au X7^ ^
(Studi Venetian! VIII) p. 2?8. 

371f See A.3,Y, 3enato terra reg. 5 0, 8r 8 May 14621 Tden
9 o. I61r 17 (^ept. 14^5 (referring to an cardies* law)} A.% P. 

• Dueali r©g/ F, o. 03v 19 !tov, Ui90*

57l! Cfr. LU^/;A7?0 Storia -"'eonoroiea di /onosia oit, p. 159»
*r I *P9 •""•••* * -"^ .«•...«•• w •« Tirrr.. luijn JIIIIIIIIM <• — ••- r-r-— • •—— -• —..—.-—.:-,i--—--^-j-jr-••-•**" oamMn* «»k«t «i , «

and iural JonditTona r>« 211 § uaa in
*••*'•• ••HXM»i"-TW"J|i*i* ••«>•» ..j..w^ii» >.j*".. >>t<<^» ^MiMMM^larrarosi'oit.



D o, 2?v 16 "wt 2486. 
ag. 3 c. IGlx* 20 w. Ik67.

Sent: to tewa r©% 9 a* 170 S? Jan. aij.B6t A«3«F, 
reg. Be ??v P3 Dec. 2469 (the lorM, »**e»dent* 

,™ quote,! induced the dw£qa of 2467, and t-* ZhB6 law). 
3rr* *»60 a-,g, Clorxmte Theeloldlai*3 eoaraiaoion: v : 92 {above 

n* fOBJi A t s*?. Duooli res. *• c* 47* 16 -;k^t. 2498| IdM 
e« 6?v :'-% Oet, 1500, and i»oj% a o, 11* 1? -o^t. l^, 
(C£E** too A»S«7. Dtoei Letters f>i Card. So* letters dated 19 and 23 3ept« 150i|,)* W^^S^^ ^^^- ««. 5i&tt\ gss^api. ^a.^-^. 

316, Se© e.g. .%%•'. Atti BT o« 110r-1^7 "5 :%b, 1^64 aM ;\,St IV 
Bucall *Q?% '?ubeo a« 209r«211\r 2C ' -:^, U^t poquo^t by 
Pa<5lua and sm&imj* IV-on Venioo, to ,,:..,,ni*o th» paytBnt of 

• vent to lanaownors, aftor oz»iti6isn of loaaee bj tho degicg.1 
to teiaents 'Ao failed to pny, ::*oo:soa Qdqulz»od 6s» builFTBr 
us© aa liootcilrleQ, and ^drdnl^torod by t'^o fiae «we ppob- 
cbly r-janyt see o»g, at Arloaega and 3s»ont€llaf both on the 
wad to Vloara^ (A.,%r\ Dyoali ^g# c» 0% 19 Jai*. 

•. •- ©«d Polve3*tipa (Piove dl Sacco f cfx»» A.3.F. ^c^ora o O 
orla .Tiocale If ontpy dated 2v> ""^o^» I!i92 z*oooi*diiig an 
©peotlon of the s rueturo by t'i@ oiipoirviaor of %!HI 
a MDovoi»io3*l and a local 00.3011 )•"379, TSS, f^TIsl" of |?Flvll@gos witlidratm in 1^>06 in SAIITOO '

VT 288t 23 Jan, 1£069 withl it r>p--o^i»s) arast'o ooo- 
nota, pap quests causa, riori aioj» *!ar»o<i --•-

Barbo, al veohio« ,
A«%P. Dueaail rer:» B o. ?8f»*?9^ 23 JSov* 3^61 » 3
13 ^^r. 1^62, r;Bd pen, a o t Pu» Cot, 2J4.33! '
©, 13^'-v* c>5r ? July and 1? uot, l:! ;7'lf 10 Oot,
^2* t;:0 9l8coii 9 oj?x»* nbovo p %tfand a, 10 1 they lot 02* load
the hostolry eloaed booauae its dituntlon in bordor
ctttraotod erlminala and outlaws - efr. At 3.# F* 0uoali
i* o» lOOr 16 Play 2Jj.75t £*ea« C e, UOp II; Oet* lit?3.
Hat too doll'Aro s»o (wlioso inn wa

n* 163 f A.3.P* Du®ali ro-% B o, 10^ 6
c. -:r u * 2*0, 0

e. 96s? 23 Jan. 11^6^ 9 aM A # \:^ /-* Oafeepa e 3anoolloria 
alo I, OKonlnctlon of witnessos detod 5 3ept, 1:|.9?.

,383,* Offr, abovo tm, <-2?f 379? A,3,Vt Senate f@^ra i»or% IS e, 
•« 10!iV*0?r 19 Jen, 1^06f c* ll|lP 2 Get* 1506, ;162*trdn 

il©go-a hostolrios pewainod, on the poads botwoon Fsdua 
and 7enioo f Vieonsa c^d vlonuelico, and ct tlio t!io«nal

363. A«3^ Sonato 1%rra ro'u H^ c, 179v*00v SO Oot, 1503, and 
SATOK) !a^»ii 7 10? 20 Oct. 1503.
S@e t!i0"l>©f£tlon of the da«io?e for* l!|,61»62# QMpibinf; 
loosloa to an algliteen sxjSffHTcTosayo of traffic oti tJ-io canal 
route to ?onie© # A,.:?*.P, Ducal 1 w, B c # 90v*91x» §3 Ma 
lij,Of.f Man s»e^, a o, 9* ?3 Wo, 15014., losses in 1^)3 
@d to tho oanaollation of t!» Ascension fal? in 7onioot
to piciifu®* • ••• •Soa* th0 Information in A«S.V» Col'e^lo Hotatorio Vigt 
©nti*y dated 10 Aw?, 1510, wrisiiig fe^ p*&w«ite*o fds» thy 
issue of borotto'to sol'', or and bttjop authwdtiJ'i^ t':,o vino 1 
passage to^Tonlo© for TOO sanction at tho 3ttecgrta| tr*o 
bjfllj|tto 1.3uu©c3 in 7ebloot had offered an ooeaoion fop 
«SHoiaTs to cheat Padov^mo and Tr»evie«o poatcnta. 
See ^t 7TTLHI ^¥aim-i0nto I .cJlto' cit*» S«tiudo travelled to 
Padua by boat In 11*83, noting t'io g^lftta of Hoponsono and 
the hootelvioo of Oricgo (op, eit« P. t). Ofr# A*3»P« Attl 
v*B. VIII o, 9Tv 13 Dec. m«L ppotost by the Paduan voun- 
oil at tlio ISlrono and Or»iago fiein»8* loss of Jupiodlotion 
bo tho .Bg/jata of rioi nlaf see A,^.7. )iccl Klotfe reg. 30 
c. 173rTn\53»7 1505, the r-teonsano ^all r-. tariua^ onewernblo



wet
, baatard aon ^rtHoSSSrT^SiToBout to aoooK-any bin on 

Ms aefcaaay to ;?ono, iftw patrols, see A,<H7310 l
dolls ,*i*iii8 lisa >-

Jjuv, theaia, ^eilTy Sr^SgnSor^ 1970*n>P« -90s in 
tt££> tz*e Jenato ord rod petrols with eot.notence including 
jkvttoal&o ond etrotehinc towcrda tttronof efr. A. 3.7, C
itotetoplo rog, 15f entry dated 20 Jan, X<&Gf transfe 
a horsenon ffe*or: duties at Heatre to ^rwta0* at the 
etlan 4iplore y o request, to protect to £ftsfj>t c£r, in the 
aaiTK? rag, entry dated £6 Apr, l£05f suroiy^C^Von by Born-
«»<iin da TUlano *.» doslgnato oaplt^nio dl oavalori del
dat-o del vln 1 in the Padovcno«
,300 proteata by tho Padiacn :;ounell ogalnst t':o reatriotin
inposiod * A--* Attl roG* I? o* 230t» and Pf^lr-S^r 8 and 
15 fas. U|,:'-;:B| peg. r\ c. #9*r 9 Hay l r;'0^ # c. 201r 1? ^! 
150o» InatGneca of crssed anu^^lin^ poem1 in rort* 1 of 
A«S»?» Dtoei Oplnlnxili (eovoria? t-e yoora X ; >02~1!}. 
fusion «aa Inevitably created by the nin^llns of different 
eon?;^0tonoes t o^orotlnr, t^as different oantpea m 000 e*g* 
A*S.?t Avogadorl dl Qomm b, 353!^ lot tore al (?ettorlt lottor 
dated 1? Aug. 1^02 -oonoernod wltvi a anng^llnpj oecuaatlon 
against boats lo^adod td^th ^dna at Padua, 'tfhase ovnor 
to have obtained the noooss:;^ bcllotto # ]"^>i» further 
Ion of 8T5«^:.?lln?5f 0^0 rDLn^l^I ^T3t^on€i»obban^o sotto la
ftepuhblloa ?^n@tn* olt*» eap. p4 1009, nontioning 
to protect the ?©net.:an i^lno daaio of thia norlod« 

t 3.?« Attl TOS, ?1I c. TcTT^v 1? Jan* and XI 
: a Venetian official excjdlxxod goods arrived froo 

Vetilce GT; the I-ortol'io, Q2iJ, their bol otto; 7enlco*a roply 
|A«S#?* Dueoll rogt Vordo c t S^*S5^TS^!JS*» U^B?) atatod 
that the apr^ointnont had baen redo in l£|^)3 b tho
orl nl'"e ^ntrcde. to ieouo boVotta for snail qy anlTB. e a "T c
*«<mt'»««> ••'»•"• 1' »• «n»«n»>«r.. -»Wl»tt ..-.oi^»^...t-,f 4 «MMNMlMMU-w«»MW<«IIMt A * ,vino wHvolliiift to Vonioc (so £jvo:riin*^ tiie oonvoyor a trip 
to Venloo f6r cutho«i»ationjt In 11^38 t'-«o Co'onell took up 
tba nattop oi' tax ratoa at til'^o ^ortollo (%i*?t Attl i*©^* 
VII o« iSlr 28 Jan, l!|B8» A,^,P, Dooell re^, :: c, 70r 5 
00e# H|.86) t^hore tho level of transit char^ea waa In quest* 
ion * indication of t: \e Portello^a relstivo ir^ortonca for 
intorprovlneicl traffic. In 2491 (A,S,F. Dueali rag. 7erda 
e* ?7r 1? Ap*», lf|,91} the sosae orfic'al at t : -.e Bo^tollo wca 
ror>rinandod' for ovor*3teopin;^ Ma eoOTotenoe. tnterferenoe 
in'tha.elty iteolf reaulted In duo^li of 12 Jbne llj.98 (aeo 
A»S,P # ^a-ritorio vol» 407) radTDBTTSr, 1>02 { aee A,Sf P, 
Attl r@g. XX a, SOr j Ha-, 150^, A,3t P. Due all r©r% 0 e. Or 
16 Her* 15-^ » with epeeific roforonco td t>.o clue all of 
1491 ^«! 11^98).

389. See abo^© p|>^^and nn, 35-41* _ .
390. Bbf the wine tax, oft?, above jj»JG6-T- and nn, 373»ol. "lore do- 

tailed attidv of daaio oaBltuls • If t! r-©y ooyld bo found -
'*• • J.*»-1;^w>^. l'-..-'<i(Hlllf li^JHtwiidfcU^MJ* J** ,-•'* .»•-.->' *** * Jc * "^ *f^oyld Twsrsnit -*r»eaier pjroolslon on thla point, .iocording

to B'l^nc^ Ote©;M nli n, XLI? tho state nor::inctcd t-w pornnr>-
ont"T^Tc1^o"GSnBrre" '/onotlar. aosi t ino^udlns those of
ti*» JSfillato on the t^tonr^a lISHtoG v?oaioo end the nalnland,

391. See A,:I7^n:^oaIi per. C o, POv*P9r 25 ^G« Hv77 (witli tho 
l?ottori f a rocoisrerdrtSon) Antonio ^alloncts^Ot Paduonf aa 
Hcr'^o't^nlcoo B^iho of t'^o rainixic ctaiS! I^tom o, 9?v 5 Aic, 
llj,83, tho v^uarr.ntla voted the Paduan :*Ianantonlo Plva, do- 
ooersdarit of ' Bie "JuTdo ^iio donounoed the Cer^or^.-so plot of

to t-sp job of isiei'.suiKjr in tb.e Paduan aalt oi'fioo; ofl» , 
' " ooncenaion of tr« 3,jrioT©sird gato '



ont*) S?^ifatrat5 ~n in ^S* flw the 3489 petition, err. A. 3, P.
392f Pc^ Cloriento ?hedaft4iiilf efr. above a» 1X0, pA^ond n. 12i

n. 2Go| h© had a house at Hoventa faiov^ni:,, soo
• was for the anpleyuont of two oons of Antonio, nephfli/
ctionte Mid son of another secretery, D«vits see A.i*P. 

^?fai ^a^* "• ** e> 9 Oet. 1490, of 90r'26 .Ton. Ui91
.... _. » "M1""^ *" - " j»*/ i* '" %*^ * *'"*' "•••*''''•*» *,W*4U'.. -,.^- •• ,

^^^^^^ , 7^T*«'^I^tTe3Pe id l^ettori t^ lottc- -^tocl 30 
* 150JT, Daniel© at the S.-Crdoe g&t© (A,ft»- « "Jtmli pi 

c* t^p 31 Doe. 1509)« and after Daniole*® doct- ..iccolo 
aoibo of the gepc/JCTia toac (Idee e» !i.! ;v 6 !*ov. 1512) 
other ^p,;nte SSfira to ITca^tolozoeo Ztiberti* son of Liborto 
die,! of taouMs while sewing as Papuan -'odssts's 

in 3473*»7tw to be Foptello sepibe of 
(A.i.F. Due oil |K>^. '':; 0. 90\r# flv 30 JUly 
the^ OK«dcp and its confiwiaticsn by t;io 
to Btewuai^do fu '?OE^"i-GsOf foi?raoi? 
to be eerllie- at tho -OPtolio,

« li|»92) f of tiie gatoo 1 ^dasio,. 
XK^S. "-J e. 90 JO

dated 26 Sept. and 3 Oot. 1502, * in favour of tib<
"'*ds&4ini, aiid 30 Doc, l f>03 (cfr, n« 392)| another 

U|» 00t. 1502, ctofended th^> rights 6f Aadvea ?llstoi,
a^f son of a Hogroponto aaau^ity and veteran of t'se

mlliin: tas aa >Mi«et*plooe "^
tive att'.mtion if tMy were eontoatod*

is no tcnotting bow eonplet4 a picture aoattorod rofezoneoo
At le&tft on® grant - to o-rf!oiala of t?io Piovo linen • 

teat * wa« iac4e tfith fe'io .ful". approval of the Icxtul datiord 
well as tho Pod^ata^, sea 4«it ?« Duo oil

30 Oet» 2497* 'Jov Alatoi, 0©e 
1500.

P1BO BTlAnOA «tl Ooimjfi0» 3CCIII BT>» ST9^0f 882f 891, 8? 
too the list or *x*al* obligations 4s defined by the 
anting reix>atod in n« 3^^ above, j^^irtliiif1. abundant de­ 

tail na^r ba liad fpi^rs tl'ie Padusn statutes of 2420 - ofr»* nu .
. Seotion til * 3 belou 

off are futFt!:03* dleeuceion of inecaaes odndnieteved by the 
villages, and the city too* 
?b3? tfo Padu^in ostini. s@® 
in n» 1 abovei T^^TSruiKJA op. eit« XCtll 
detailed dieousaion of eetiw'i in tJ; ;,e first half of t'-o 
oenturv at PP* 896*9?lt)T^STnsioni doi 3ettori Veneti*V» lli**. a W Ml.* ,J fc.ivw g^* V -tr f-*r r V * f «w»»*a»Mw«» ««**^.|*-|. ..*^».,^-«- iw -,.jp». ..^MWr^twHT "WOail'O^M-^WCr •'?fldov&9 pt»> ^0*21 (dosoription or -.otnod in ti

e .
enaJ^STof tr:o Veron?' ^sjl^'^or "t^TTa period nay 

b© ^ouad in ?A11,IA^"^1I L'uconosala ^^or^a^ gieeondo allw -%*«••«» ««•** ,to«.»««rffl.» "" in 111 Hi,, -, mi, , nTuyBil ' ii 1 !!!^ ' ^ in i«B^iii ,Essttnl {(Sfy. n» 1 a«x>ve JTanain ¥»:• .-aSOT: *Ihe fopulatlon 
in t^o First Contury of V'onatisn Mle* 9 in

Heneiescmee 7onioo oit*» P';1 * 91-irO| no F^dorn study 
of t^ie^F&^u^CliyflK^a^data, oorr> arable to these on 7eronot 
ha0 b --on undortH?Eon7 rsos* is it within t:.io scope of t^e pro- 
sent ;w*t-k, , ma wost lotc.lloa int'..?rnal study V^eveforo ro* 
«ftlns t'-ie virtuslly conterpopary SA?IOW Qognpgndio 
ftfflgini ot Relasione ^ ' " *^ialJ3i d^^« in nV 1 oBove.



398. Soo ff» BHUDA »m Soraan' XCIXI 
eupita IUK, at, ' "im :itoi t

^o# L 1 x; fop hoada" 1 o~fl " ""'f'
no^oanto o, .,Kco53t3*o ii botto^ofj

of the stinadcrl voro calculated for thooo with

882-86. ffc* the nor 
olo p. 70 n, 53s the 

., poaalionte
strsa, at t!vo dia-

.. G2*to ovos»
regulationa of 1VT1)« flho throe 

13*1- 10 1 L 10 or :*oro,
of habitation usa

(quote,!
L 3

nS:..; op. alt, p.
o

S/l?I Jl, o^ocpoafiod to L 10,$0C of oatisr.tod woaltt^
clt. p, ""'B'^ ^r the divisions ozaong the 

of lij.3? an4 H^iJg, sea A.%?. Ducali 
I. cit* XCI.TI p» 1

S

of IHrano, to ta!.:e an xrxwlc, t?o« aiiMased at 
i» 1^3^, 16 in lVi2f in ll|.B« its sho^e was 15 and 
2» tho deduction foy exermti-.n of th« ahcp© of the 

of (Jft!!«fisof i?oi»th */G» ^ S0€> &*3«*V Doputati e Can* 
eollorda *er. 3 a. l|,9v 3 Oct. 2486).

oo P::IO sailJCA op. oit, XCI:T pn. 886, 801»9t. and n. 334 
M.s i?cs else tho npaotico in tho Vayonooe, ofr* 

»-?he FbfHaation of Vorona* oit. p. 92t In ' 
'Direct rmd lndii*eet ^axaticn 1 olt, p* 395)t 

M Mtlia (SCHBI^XX n C.-.KUWI iisralo cit. pt». 3& ff. )• CJ 
4tSfF.t Dt^ali -'eg, BtBS5n?T17W " UTJUne l^i.l, and 
Codlo® .t4plor:atioo ^oconse (Hone l£9-) ^P. 160*6lv doounenta

<**W -''»'*W-ttliTf°*1*TSr*'''W^''iB •-" *:•'-• '•"• •""•"rat **»»/«.J»~«».-»»U«tec*. '.,^. :« * »*""*!. > ,01 15.67J t,-,o looal £sjbinT *?ore on occasion for t;i© oon
ggpitoi9io to o^ei?eiso thoir l?r::'.ted ei2torK 

g nIKST)"^? intorforenoe of t:"te local Vonotien Fodoa»_ 
and pe»of^i^<s ins local euaton to the Paduan ot&tutea 
$hoae inat -ncea t«»re ih the Irpgo end indorondent*

of ?lov© di Saeco - but anallor oontp©a nay have bo en 
of intorf0ronoe f oit? io2* fs?ot: city attt!;oritiea 
titati © Cnneollorio. FO^. 3 c* 1^ r end o» ^Si» 
th.o dggjitr.ti fi^jJ^llia ordorod tho ^5.<sai» of * 

to intarfej*®, B55F'Tn*^piri!SXTL!,'.76 tnonsolvos intervened 
to'orclor a repetition bf tho estir^ In "onoaiett®
of Cotisolv© ) ca* flr^on landed rvorosto.

the ostird of tho first half of the 15th
discussion of thoPtHO

of
elt, XOTII pp,

Co:-.if5©ndio cit* pp. 69 ft. and 93 ff . offers d^tos t^ich do 
IT coi'l^iH'poBd isnctly to date p^es©nt©d bolot;. ^oi» tho 16th 

GO tint «^o V : ;HTtlM Hobllt;.; e i'wolo oit. pp* I|10^^^^..^.^^.^.^^^ ««BW«,«ri»«»,,,w»-r«wC*«-»»»i,. ,.»*„»„«»»».,* » " "& aETlor deolin© in, t : .e rrouone%* 01 t

of tha FlorentineP» Att* 
, 167V 8 

ooli ro<t, "M>eo a* i:26 31
y 2470,

in. tho Xi>th century,
r. ll;63» c* 66v 19 B 
23 Fob. l?i66j A^3 t pt :>u- 

« and Uj, ::^o* 11^69, A«S/P t Atbl

1302* 23 Dee, ll|.T2f o* If^v 
e, 159v 12 '

3 J-S-Sap. I!i73, :a

6 Hov. Ui-, 
.;\P. Atti

c. y

c.

10 
•27 June 114.9", c. 29v --

r 27 "• 
10 and 27 

f o. 2>r 30 Ktsar 1?
It92. o. 3^v Til July UtfT, c.



i J.S?3 7 A£ ••• U**2* G « 393? 16 »*• W2. o* kor 33
1^9, o. a* 11 pob . llj.93; A.s.P. Duecai ros. Verde e.
*£L Juj£ 1 -;01 » A *^.P. Atti reg. IK e. 61v and 62v 7 and 8 
jgly i.tf>£f e. 99i?~lGUv {list' of o'Viees for 1503), o. l?6v
"LWr^! TT.«**.'*«» % i"*j*r JM ^ _.-** _ . « . .* . .._. _ _ **

30 AOT. 130?P

>r 17 Kar. 1!|,68 Cmationlwt'a duoolo of" §9 5ool
*?• Atti rog.^ w a. '-£7r 7 ^<3T"!GJ57f 9* '&3v 13 Jan.

«• iSjv^C^^p^o^l/^, o^"l%v 3 fear! - I?l73. % iOTy £
J» O v *** •£> i •£• «*» f * * •

Atti rea. VS.e. !j.P9r 31
6 T Itf"\T7 iwV *

fifH s F. f« ^jpy

^i O ' ^JF • if*

11^871 c. 1614-V *-2ay U|.OCf c. -^21v 39 *T;?j?. 2Ji09| A..3.?. Atti

o*"ic9^"l? ?4b. 1^99, A.3l2%.'i AtJti'rQ^*VXlI e. r?'^ and'. 
fiSfev ir» oiad 18 Jem. I500f ' A.S.F* "Jucall n»g. Vordo c. 123r 
20 July 1501, A.&.?. Atti Z»OG* £C <s* tor 7 J^ly IStoS, o* 62v 
0 July igo2f e, 99r«l(fcv (office list fop 1^3)* c. I67r* 
l?2v (ofrieo list for !:?05)» e. 193? 1? Jen, I506f 0. 200r
4fe %<P V tf^Jf^k jf + tP* • ••"**. >* * ~* Mt 4 rf*^ 4ft " '

;-,v)r» 1^07. <*^ |»^s» p^b/' 1<OB. « ,^8«» 5? Mft»» 1 *3b^s^^^j, 0 iHf^/V I 0 ^"4 V|».,'** 4 '•">'*-*. *»*.-.^v v-'p ^"'. '>,((•*''''*> '• ( »*fciW« . wU I^?V'•••»**

80© A»%?« 'Diieaii x*©g. Huboo c, 234v«*15? 17 :-to. ll|.6Sf 
fsrour or tho terrltorio* o roquorjtj fb^ the Oouno"l l s s»o*»
c* 2$9or«60r 1 May l%68»^e. 332r 2? June? iljj69, c. 337r»38r 
1 r *<j:w>t. 1)4.69, c* 3412» 16 !3ov. 1^69. VoBloa's deeloration in
|*e^oux» of eueton (A.°>.?. Bueall r0g. Huboo c. "26 II*. ,:>ec. 
U4.69} waa followed by tho Qouneil'g Organisation of four 
panels of ,fg0|^M ...iasonssors, to divlclo fho -IWovono botweon 
tiiorit (A»S.fv*5Sti roa. V o. l|,v-5r 2"- Jan* 1?^705« i^or th0 
disinsta at t^i~ turn of tho century, soo b^-r.o-..1 pf^Hi-i ofr. 
A»3^F. Atti reg* T/II o« 3GB ID Jan. lr 
?©rdo c, 133r 20 Jtily 1501, .';.•%?* -ttl i«ag. tX o.

'.ov. . 
405* err. VSMggftft' g0bilta 0 .jgopplp pp. 406 ff. ( end dioeuaslon
406. ^00 r.'l^^A loo. elt.t osp, p. !|.06 n. 58 <15l8) and p.

B. 61 (l.Qilt.). ^2? tho later 15th eontti^, 900 o.g. A.3.F,
Atti ro<5» I? c. S6t res* V c. 18 ejid 6rr, 2^3. VI
In 11^.99 th© Oounoll requoated ft revision of t'hn
cause ppassod by t'-^e Poao^-.no (A.3.?* Atti VTTI
though liaraido records t!:ie Ir.iativ* as tb.o -city Captain •• 
(S4llto' 0isi»i5 II ^S5?)l Q ye 'xr riaoaod bott^on tha duoolo 
Of a^thoHSfSbn and t;:': election of tfir^do*l
ea-i re-. 7orde a. Vt r*ar;, ;i a,

aity optli.-jq eonaucto-^ in li&3~&& ^;as foil* 
ouod by s, soriod of pcvETEToiis i*or altor&tioxi adclro aod to 
tho Oounoil. «nd In I^roh 1??.67 o. snoclal oowlto )0 woo do- 
logatod to deal with poor placod on the estirp in oontun:..qsr» 
{A.%P. Atti reft* r^f o» 2C':V 13 Mar. Hi^Tr^T :l!|.v !j, Juno 
1U67, o. ^Kv ir«Tun© l!t67, o, 221r 13 July li£? t o. 311*. 
10 i-lor. l!|.69 f ro-. V o. % 29 July Ui.70). 
A.S.P. Atti peg. '711! o. &r 11 ^ob. lij.93. 

409. See th0 office liots for 1503* 1501? «^d Ig0t> roforrod to In
nn. !|OP-O3 abovel ofr. V:l»?uaA • QbiltA e ^opolo p. f;03 n. 61.



U,

,0^*R>tion3f 3<^o bolo^h l*£ ?^fsr*pos was obviously not
in 00 overt a form; soo ^EOTtHA op, clt, pp. .

Bo pesoarch doslin^ s^ocifioally wit:< this subject has
!!l!!!L 4 m fo;!* ?a&«u v^vTroii op. cit. P-, 63-77 ^iv^s &n

—:10 oher^ctorlaation of tf 0 Paduon politic::! tslass in the
Cfr, results fpor ot-'-^r altiosj ?A.3tIA«» 

^£j[05Kmpa;j clt. ;/•>. 33,64. (tr.bollrx 17)*67 aid
^,.:^»^ '^7: "*^f7^-7^1*~---;^T^n2""ft 4 f * n*' * ;-<"» 
,iw»'/^ji ..,lj,0 •'*.JLCS__;.>j.»^.__'• rjf-v*-»-.l*.v_. O**** P« fi- ^t

Qti3 s«r«TOtK3"vi; ;n '-Bio ^ot»ontll^^S^^Ko'T^niiFo'^S] ', ita Polltloal
^^t ^ g -"1-™' -wr -- ^PHF -~w ^t -~af -«, w ^ n^, Jiv«>'*v«r fl" p irf ! ildpFtfflWi ^H' * »*•«*•*•• •« *t™- *F *W nmnp ^P^MM «"^ ^^ ••• ^ ™w "•» """^ ^" "'—'—• -—•-"•

S?1?, 1^0"1^501 * ^* 157-5S (In ba. t./T-v^mr^ Violence JMQ^^
_ln Ittdior; ^tlos 120;.-I5g0, Ber!:^^^721T 

t:ieso"'lT€u'd.ros f qulta -apart frow tho
continuing po"' arltatioa of vonltht 10 one In wfeioh half 
r;ore of fc'-o olty*s in!aabltmit» i7os»o all but non»naj»tici 
la uiroot tax payiinc, x^hllo xwalth waa conoentoatod oround 

loading fcuailloo.
d n0 !;(%, ?ho moaaupo tias ppo^iooeil by only one 
Lj!^^^1-^ Cgcnamlly tliay aoted to&et-'jar), ond 

; »oiay paacSlOylW ^otoo to 55$ but the following
Ox»0cito t s ool?eoguoo torjet'^oa? ra

Joettons, ancl nothing iaore viia hc^rd of the" not top •
it IB algnifioont t'-.at It ap»->enx»s to hcvo opllt tho

with ?• rdxtur© of ocoBordc jocrloucy -vnd footious
iadtiv-atl.cn in rley» (Oi>» &*3*P» Attl wifr^ Ht c. 76r*v» 9 
cma 10 Jan. 1503),
J?br tVio o^3>£S|oo see boloi? p.^o^^ eonpllation of Infow 
by t-i© FcluSrT^tori Coee A 0 s^?g Lettet»o al !Uittorl ( I, 
letter dct(?»d 9W"7$STT^01 fx»6r5 t : :e Vlectr of OFl«e eor*corn»
ins th© collection of data by th® vil'aneu) ppoeeded t! 
stricter php.r mlnc; of ttio Gouncil's propoacls to mroid fi 
in botv ' city cotino end fJpo^hjL, (»ee .; '»S*?t Dueoli i*'/:.g* 
«« I'.Jr 20 JuIyTJBlt pipoposlxfe tho ncsdag of 4 f Inquisitor! 
6oor*eti 9 to tot32* the province, ^and tho %mleomliig of ooeret 
dorAunciitionc of conoeflod pi?op€i*ty} f In 1>OS (A*3*?t Atti 
re^» IX c 4 61v 7 -Ttaly 1502} tb.e Ccuncil dodldod to 
the tiso for the ontirp of InfoapC'^tion o^-lxeeted by the 
ctieo oxcetor .I^ancoTco do

ftrt# nft.BOO PXlfO B:^a^3A *'a 3or:uno* xaxn TJP* 866-86 
C1co A*SFt Attl ^o^t* t/ c, 79r 30 ^©ot lt^63| thot

out by tiie stlp£..deri is l©@s eertaiBt though 
2490 dcworiJE^iiEoTTtc 

Attl i*cg» ?T1 c. r?8?j. 17
cotirac- rating of tr^o Vonotlan noblo /mflroa DemtdoXo for land 
noci^Tovolon 'J Vlosriate of *?©olo| » deolttred ^o uncultivated
but yrvc'.lue^ )"•
See VHt7"^T"A ^oW.t^ a "cr^olo p» 69 B« 5^ £»r genoral cor^-«nt#
a fu^^oi* re1^^'73e"^5TCOZ!a:,r?0 ^toi?la ^oono^loR clt. w-.. 130-
•»<« «» q»>^ VP. , -jr*f «•.<«..» ... ~

_/and oorrrnnrison of notarial lomiioHCs wi'STTno tcx 
etlon in Hj,^ of ^r-ncoQon vldou of .^a^bono Colaa ami " 
son ^crtolonoo* ^or t? to Sc^ioln'., 930 A»3a ?« Atti ro^« 
c. Bv 1 !-!ar. 15011 13? conoi at ^ac^olongo (Vicariato of ".bole) 
held In llvollo for 3» ^TpT^# by Antonio Capodlvaooa; th© 
ooncei:ln"TnF^r*t:!^ loud o^roe -to liffnt as a result of Capo- 
divucc^'s lltfth doclor-.tion in the revision of t; ' v e fuojhi. ?*or 
the Dottof fono of t:,io douinunt fmailies In city i>7£T€Tco f 

1 .ndo**ii.5p® i^ tiio aouftlTv^st l^dov'^wo •> ofr. bolow 
300 A*SfFt Atti IA c. ^05v«»06r 26 '»ept« 1506, A*3. P. 
Q banco!"* oria 2*«S» 5 ©• ^v-I>v 3 and 31 Oct. 1.5061



rSrS tetonio Dotto, ( tiien aotretatQ . ..ad.. .ocolaaias ? t revealed a
(coat, ) fraua parpatodtod in FTe " "Jitti'iHi "ofliiF'f t-;or * Antonio- 

' ' , £SP0?oofs * e«tota t with the aubseqyent evasion of &*
It 77*1 60 of tax, Dotto* s voluntary confession probably pro- 
oedod XI :oly discovery ia tlio revision of tli.e fyog-^lt and 
waa ao loa&ogaO as to nllow him to O'-'lculare yfiet ue «wod, 
am mt^ t*ia oonOlticn t:,:at t:-o Ctafc-una assisted him in 
litigation over pponorty vith en unapaaiftad third party, 
(probobly tho Fio»nif Venetian nobles), 3W tha Abrlani, 

• . - an 'Jni1u©ntlrl ffcMly utth ua^th round ftmta -nona and 
intermittent intoreet in 'Council politico, coo A»3»P, 
at! © Cf:»el1eric( r©f% 3 c, 2g 3 kur. l!tf2t H # 8*ft Atti

0,

T)oputeti 0 CoiiOol:.os»ia rog, U- ontrl^s dated 24 
P2 end 2% June I?i99» lx 11 and 31 ^aly 1499, 23

pt !j,07 «• 60.
te dirferont to t'mt of rfcipli, ^^h^ro the 

fiscal intereetcs vHSra x'eproaontod t?Sth coiusic&rQbio foroa 
00© ^tKICRF!^ »Lr Hapt^reserjte'fisa dei 3ontadini pr©siso il 
Vanoto luof 'otonanta della ?&t?i& del l>iuli * iii Studi o 

tl (Bdino 1903 } f and *:..?n I-Iovineftto /^^nyloTSrTJTi 
E Soplttl Tiwl dl 3tox»ic del Dlrittc ttaliono, I

^ ji*,* «ag»li^*P**t -^.U^a^MaijtttM^t^ ^^j^^w«p^.. ,..^^-l̂ i;*«rtji^*^ft- i^a^. ,n^tMytfi>ij|.tl^ TB .-».* ...^-•..•^•-..•»«m».. j .^^A^^wgW^^^fafrt^rt^^aMMBIIfa'H.^ ^

ImJ) - DUtnfen^ oaao oTIViyli cippaorG uxuquo9 and .. 
that of Padua pej*t of a QOKTM pat\,om« 
Cfr. n, 334 obovot book fivo rubric tfcreo of tho ll|,ao city

. defiling with the eftlM and fcfttien®3 of the
* ^"r ^ ^*ax>Mlmifii->>Mfflil* t iHnttiHff^Ht1̂ " "" '"til 3g »

eontalna a eerloe orx^lines (o, J5Er Tr*) o® the 
mi or* joint reetxmsibility for tox of voriot^a wiral . 

centre® aiid neighbourhoods, -
A*S«P* Atti ras« 71 0* 12v ond lif, 2?T War. end 13 
.A»S«r^ Duaali r®f?» C 0. 2^?»P5v B Jtoe H|T?| it is not cloar 
In t^ilah con u^o®, oa t*uat .ccocaion OP by whot authority 
divisions t*are oada - tliay tgr have tM»eo a oonaaqueneo of 
the fuc revision of 1L70*74*

and rubric cited in n* l|^0 abova for tha
str,tutoQ| aee too the prool^© ruling of th©
in lli'i? on tv:a liability of consoes of t' •

cit* p* lilO n. 67M*S5"'^a3nato lo^ialetod in
Apt*.) against" tho tax do%iz3^ of sylvan cltlsona, in

t"'-oae %Jbo tc>ok oiti^oo^sliip but regained country 
and tillerp of tha l nnd, v^hilp4' nvoidin^t tr>« hoavior 

tocoo* Tteat of'-Oeapspawasa atatntos, tho > topic tjos 
ally rocarront in ; t:-i« ' le$0? 15th conttsry* ^j th«n t>0 
l©sa n njriovanca of t^@ ig^Flto^lo thpn a 'ar-^tor* of 
erstl© disdain for r»a?ti ^^o^nS^S^2 «apaab soaisd as 
&a an issue. Offr* -^T^Wr"^^^n^(^^^ X 
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In Verona too.
i>ee 6AV10LU Compendio cit. pp. 29-3o. ^fr. uuNAltUI 'I i adovani 

- Kibeili' cit. p. 416, 11,000 cyapi , houses, mills and other assets 
were disposed of after 15O9. For evidence of renewed Kith cent­ 
ury attention to privileges, see the plentiful material on Venet­ 
ians' property in the i'adovano in A.S.i'. territorio voli. 6*>, 1B6. 

426. For Venetians 1 direct tax-paying, see below pp^^lU On the whole
question of tue dispersal of the da Carrara private patrimony, see 
LA<£.:,AKlNi '.ieni Oarrai^e«i f cit. The last ca»e he docuiuenta (no. 
38.) is that of the land& conceded by iranceaco II da Carrara to 

4 hia brother uiacoftt, c«utred round » iazzola (on the iirenta uor^h- 
weat of adua , totalling about 3,00o cqntpi, which in the 15th 
century were the property of the Contarini da 3. Trovaso by inher­ 
itance from Jacopo's widow; apart from the two 15th century doc­ 
uments he quotes attesting the privilege of this estate (of 14U6 
and 147S.;, otners of 1406-07,1453, and 1493-94 may be found in 
Ms. J.M. £t. VII 1843 (b423). For an outline of Venetian policy 
on public property, and property of uncertain attribution, see 

'La Legisiazione v'eneta sui -3eni Comunali 1 in iN.A.y.
n.e. , t. XXXVi (lyitij esp. pp. 11-19; the political importance of 
the issue is quite apparent here, and his evidence is su^j or ted 
by much archive material encouatcied in the preparation of this 
study, thoufh it would be- out of place to cite it here. 

427* isAViv.'LO Comjiendio cij. p. 31.
428 . The last Marquis was iiertoldo, like his father a Venetian condott- 

iere, who died in ^reuce in 1463, (see above p.^ and n. IGci;. The 
state's administration of the inheritance took the forct of sales, 
to taeet the claims of creditors who included the Council Of Ten, 
owed u. 552 for areis supplied to Bertoldo isee .1.0. V, Dieci Mist^ 
reg. 16 c. lB3v 2 Jan* 1465;. For the sa^es, &ee references in 
A.o,V. i.enato *erra reg. 5 c. iuor b Jan. 1465 (when the senate 
put the natter under its authority, and re0 . 6 c. 72v b uct. 1469 
(when the sales were ended; - and others over the intervening years. 
The ^^e£J^"^rjLa of ^ste, in the same area, acquired by the 
at the tiaie of the *»ar of Ferrara, also enjoyed privileges" 
cfr. ^AVlui«v. op. cit. p. 35, and above p 2} and n. lu.

439. 5AVIOLO o^. cit. pp. 5-6.
430* ihe investigation w^s proposed in the spring of 1501, but proceeded 

slowly; unfavourable circumstances were the very nature of the 
task, and the Tact that the sales had been conducted in Venice, so 
that the documents were in the ^ossession of the rr owe Ji tori

__ Among thwse witi* spurious claims to privilege were the 
3eolco~Tfamily of the «*c tor-playwright Uuzantej , with over luG 
cam pi round >iontagnana» Cfr. .uiS.i . Atti reg. IX c. 8r 1 >-»ar. 15ul, 
A.^i.i*. ijucaii reg* Verde c. 122r 1 Apr* 15'-,<1, A.S*< :', Atti re^;. Ix 
c. I45r 20 uct. 15O4, c. l»Uv-Blr iu June 15U5, A.s.i'. t>eputati e 
Cancel let ia reg. 5 c. 91 and 94v, 23 Jan. and 23 Apr. 15u9. 

431. The Council sought, and the Si^npria gav^, a ruling to this effect
in 1445$ all Venetians' property, however acquired, was also liable, 
though if Veuetiau-held before 1146 it could choose to pay Venetian 
direct tax instead of dadie - slet? ; I.-.U Ui.ANOA 'il .owuue 1 XClli 
pp. 939, 1254. ror later confirmation of thia, see oAVIOLu iota 
p. 5j the d^cale of 10 i''«b. 1482 to which he refers was issued
following r'Mdua't protest at exemption from dadie claijpedroni 
ments of purchaw» f rulings of the city «*sttori and othurs, or because 
waste land had been brough to cultivation - see A.S.^. Atti reto . VI 
•• 3C4r-05r F«b* 1482, A.S.i'. Due all reg. Vferdo c. 42r 16 Feb. 1482.



432. A flue ale of 26 .vi»r. 1462 U.S. P. Territorio vol. 3U2) ruled that 
, all iadovano tax-puyera, exempt or not, contribute to the coat 

of £!i^t_iulori, and jtaxe_ di c aval 1 i . (then particularly heavy »ith 
the province serving as marshal j ing ground for the >«r of Ferrara 
armies). In the emergency taxation of 15ol, the ^ena%o ruled that 
the cam^atico be paid irrespective of privileges and exemptions, 
see A.s.V. ^enato Terra reg. 13 c. 172v 13 Jan. 1501. Uut exception* 
were rare.

433. For the confiscations following 15O9, cfr. n. 425 above; consider­ 
able estates, notably t <ose of part of the Bu^acarin family and 
the ^crovegni, were sold after the 1435 plot - see E.i'iVA

c j^rar^i . j^,^ ai una ffcrsecuzioae foliticq del XV
« ("OVigo ia&9j, and subsequent references, e.g. over the

conditions of sale of the dooir.fr of >aonaru (about 10 km. east* 
southeast of i'adua) in 1461, (A.S.V. Senate Terra reg. 4 c. 178r 
1 Aug. 1461 - it had been the property of Lo Jovico iiuK^acarin) .

434. For the 1435 plot, see PIVA op. cit. p ; >. 100 ff.For the renewal
of these privileges for subsequent generations, see A.S.P. Oucali 
reg. tt c. 187v-8r ;i4 i^ec. 1474 - the grandsons of Guido de piva; 
Id** c. 93v 4 A.r. 14>5, 14 Feb. 147O, 9 Oct. 1483 - the son and

Hi f heirs of Aldrigheto de' Cortosii. For iiquarci one's career, see
V.LaS^AlttNI and A.MOSCHiifrjL »i>ocuiBeiiti Kelativi alia Fittura Fadov- 
ana del Sccolo XV in HJ..A..V. t. XV t 1908; for the exemption see 
LA^ARINI's note in B,H.C.i>. , 12, U6W^, and A.S.F. Atti reg. IV 
c. 130r 1 Jan. 1465. Annibale Capodilista, knighted by the Signer la 
in 148'J for his loyalty (see SANUUO Vita del U>ogi, R.I.S. 1st ed., t 
XXII part IV, Milan 1733, p. 1245), was rewarded with tax exempt­ 
ion by the city Council of adua - A.3.; . ;tti re^. VI 1 c. 220r 
13 Mar. 1489, (which he chose over the alternative offered, tenure 
of a t'adovmio /icariate .

435. For these lists, cfr. to PINO BkANCA »I1 Comune' XCIII p. 936 
and SAVIOLO Compcndio ; , . 29-3v . There were also more esoteric 
privileges - like that conceded in $he year 806 to the inhabitants 

t of Malaraoccc, invoked at this time (see A.S.i . Ducali reg. b
c. 62v-63r 3 Oct. 1488, A. 3.*'. Atti reg. Vll c. 3odr 21 Oct. 1408, 
A.S.t'. Ducali reg. Verde c. 79v 16 Nov. 1491). For the regular 
army see MALLkIT Mercenaries and their Masters cit. p. 86, and 
e.g. A. 3. P. Deputati e Cunceiieria reg. 3 c. 37r 5 >ec. 1472, re­ 
cognition of the exempt status of a soldier serving with warlo 
Fortebraccio. For the various levies, exempt from 'personal* 
obligations, cfr. above ^\(- -

436. See A.£.£>. Magistrature e > aricfce Diverse, vol. IX, ruling by the 
raduan stimadori dated 29 Dec. 1436 j the Oon.anJadori * s oxe i:tion 
at least dated froi the 14th century, cfr. idem vol. XXIX, rulings 
dated 12 Feb. 1336, 2*i ttec. 142*i, 24 July 1436, and uS.P. Terr­ 
itorio vol. 175, ruling by the ^ind»ci Ui Xerrqf erja^ dated 14 Scc. 
1410. ~

437* For the boataen, see O.C&.S3X *Le Fraglie del Harcajoli in l adova 1
in Atcaoo Veneto, 190^; for masons and carpeuters f see t INO 3IUNC » 

, «11 Comune 1 XCIII pp. 885-86, XCVII p. 86 - their privileges were 
connected with service to the Paduati Camera defe Lavorieri, see 
A.b.. . iAicali reg* uubeo c. 212v-13r 9 Apr. 1462 and 19 ^ec. 1466, 
(where there is also mention of fire-fighting) . for the bide Hi 
see A. S», *'. Atti reg. IV c. 18S April/May 1465. ihe tax privileges 
of the city's campagna - to pay only the aatne taxes as citizens - 
existed for largely analogous reasons, of importance in the city's

414. econofiifcc activity, communications and structural maintenance; there 
is Mention of the extensive use of its carts and oxen in transport­ 
ing matcrial for the taaera dg* Lavorieri in Afi.P. Territorio vol. 
139, 9 Nov. 1485.

438. See P1NO BRAWCA 'II Comuno 1 XCIII pp. 939*40, and grants inter-
mittently recorded in the Pa6«» of A.b.i . Deputati • Cancelleria.

439. see 1 1NO dRANCA ! I1 «owune' XCIII p. 9O3, a«d Idea »Le



'r *™*&lfOB9 noll a Ugittlaftiooe iributoria i adovana del ^colo XV- •» - in Atti o Memorie a. Accad. . cienzo Letter* ed Arti in *adova 
50, 1934. ,\ny Jo. endent in a household over the nuiaber of three, 
under the age of twenty (or over if feroaie and unmar. led), waa 
worth m^S soldi ostiiao reduction; and families with twelve da- 
pendents could request total ta,x exemption - there is occasional 
evidence of successful petitions by citizens of standing, (see 
A,j»,P. Ducali reg. c c. 53v-54r 16 Mar. 1478, c. 94r Itt Jan. 1482 
and 11 Oct. 14*3, reg. G c. 5v $ Aug. 1503, c. llr 3 Oct. 1504). 
But in 1481 (A.S.F. Atti reg. VI c. 246r 3 June 14til, A.S.t*. 
l>ucali reg,. Verde c. 79 3 July 1481) the Council obtained Venice 1 * 
approval ^p end grants on this principle to peasants, arguing that 
numbers wt^e wealth, when wealth was largely dependent oa the 
for bodily exertion. . .

440. gue e.g. A. 3. i'. Atti reg. IV c. 188 April/May 14t>6, c. 259v-60r
1 **ay 1466 - commissions to Venice to o^se the masons* privilege) 
idem c. 31 7v 5 *pr. 1469, the Council refused to grant the exempt- 
ion due f*>r his profession to a carpenter who iiad incautiously 
•ought its approval.

442. UNO iiKAM;A (11 Coinune' mill p. 924) quotes a due ale of 1414 
concerning o&iissions by the city authorities, but this did not 
end or impede the Council's right to alter estirno ratings, or 
give exemption as a form of reward - see e.g» the privileges of 
Squarcione and Capodilista, above n. 434.

441. 6ee A.£.*'. Atti re&. VI c. 57v-5Br and 59r-61v, 6 and 16 Aug. 1476; 
I asm c. ilv 2u Mar. 1477, c. 14 13 apr. 1477; A.S.t . Ducaii reg. 
C c. 24v-liDv 8 June 1477 (c*r. SAV£OLU Cobtpeodio p. 5). Far the 
14au« t cfr. ^ 2tt>~l-

445* Significantly, the Council sought and obtained an end to grants
to execeptionaiiy large peasant families, while prominent citigens 
in the same circumstances continued to obtain exemption - cfr. 
note 43y above.

444. See *.».*. Atti reg. VI c. 76v-77r 29 -»ec. 1470, c. BSv-tiur 10 
Jan. 1477 (extended c. 2ov ^5 July 1477), c. 5v «>6 Jan. 1477, 
c. 20r *i5 July 1477, c. auv 25 July 1477f e. 2lr 25 July 1477f 
c. 102r 3 Jan. 1478, c. 103v 7 Jan. 1478 - for the Vitaliani and 
Halfatii; for a soldier, absent from the city; id one ease for 
poverty and age; and in four cases for the cessation of urti&an 
or coM^ercial activity*

445. kefdrences to the caae are innumerable in the i'aduan administrativa 
documents, p rticularly \.S.t . Atti, where the first and last 
Biontions are ''in reg. V c. 63 (IB Mar, 1471) and reg* IX c. 50v 
(9 May 15O2). The property in question was nealt the villages of 
Gazzo and Grantor to, oa the border with the Vicentino.

446. In 148b a Council i/arte reminded them that individual permission 
was required in every case, unless death or erroneous duplicate 
assessment merely necessitated cancellation * see .i.&*t '• Atii reg. 
VI 1 c. 14or 5 Jan. 14bb.

447. ,see A.^i.i . Atti reg. /Ill c. 6fiv 7 tiept. 1493, andc. 79 b Jan. 
1494. Tor earlier grants, see e.g. idem reg. VII c. 54v 19 JQC. 
I486 * five years 1 dadie exemption to Dr. Gerernias iiraxoio after 
a fire at his country houae; c. 73v 5 Jan. 1487, :>erciiaaion to 
^n* dfeputati to l*»wer r'eragin Lion'0 ejitigq rating after flooding 
on his land&; c. 314r 12 >iur. 1491, five years' da die exemption tv> 
Francettco iDotto following fire du^tge. 
See i^INO aKAiSCA «I1 Comune* XC1I1 pp. 125*, 1257; VJiNTURA

p. 409. The main division between territorio and city*
clergy was made by the senate in I41t>. 

449. *>I14u Biv.iNCA op. cit. p. 1251. disputes over tax between
and clergy were no novelty - sec e.&. uLoklA Deli*Agriculture nel
**adovano cit. pp. LXXX-LXXX1V for ftpiaodea in the 13th century,



(cont.)
449. and LA* The lomai^^rj^^ cit . p- 272 tor ais^utes over daoie
A«ri t V s b* tMrc<m co«i.:,une and clergy in 15tU century Verona.
4!*J. See *•!,*> BKANCA «I1 Coomne' XCIII p. 1256. The * aduan clergy's

eonipluint., should not be taken as evidence of ecclesiastical i»- 
poyerishfcient; Venice 'a ruling specifically referred to the Church 1 * 
Sains of property, and this was Uie aspect covered by senate legis­ 
lation of 1472 (A. ' .V. Senate Terra reg. 6 e. ItfGr 22 June 1472) 
which ordered that property accruing to the clergy and reli&iou* 
institutions of the capital from lay hands continue to pay taxes 
as if in lay ownership. ufr . below p Ift uud n. 455.

431. See A«£.J . Atti rey. IV c. 31tiv-17r 5 Apr, 1409.
452. ice A.s.i'. Ducali re&. B c. louv 27 Oct. 1407.
453. see A.S.P. Bucali res . ^ c . 49 3 July idfcB; A.S.* . Atti reg. VII

«. 279r-80v 21 and 23 Oct. 1490; A.S.V. senate Terra reg. ii c. 37 
and 3l»v-40r v 3o Nov. and 8 uec. 1490; A. 3..* . Atti re«£. V i c. 2tfDr 
and 3U9, 22 and 27 dan. 1491; A..<i.V. Ccile^io ^otatorio reg. 14, 
•ntry dated ^7 Jan. 1491, Cfr. PI NO BiUNCA f ll (SfoiBune 1 iwlli p. 
I256 f and also t'.GIOS L'Attivita Pastorale del VWcoyo ^ ictro 
jiaroviai a Padoya (14e7~lSu7) iiadua li)77) f recording aiaro^Ii's 
presence in VeiUce to" discuss this issue in ^ei.t.-v;ct. 149U and 
Jan. 1491 (see pp. 207 atsd 31b n. 19).

454. For the use of the new estituo, see A.S.f* Ducali reg. hi c. SBr 11 
Aug. 1491. For the pressing tf the Council's cause see ^.&.r. Atti 
reg. Vlii c. 189v C7 Feb. 1197, c. 3o5r 11 Uan. 15ul; reg. IX 
e. 64rf 65r f 72vf lc5v, 10i> - 3 Aug., 14 Oct., 7 ftov. 150-i, 29 
Jan. and 4 Feb. 15O3 (cfr. buN'UJG UiarAi IV 727, 13 Feb. 15u3;$ 
Ideal c. Ii4v 19 Apr. 1503, c. 18Gv-81r 10 June 1305; and A.^.V. 
Senato Terra re^» 15 c. 84 v 5 July 1505, A.3.V. Goilegio ^otatorio 
re^. 15 entry dated 17 July 1505. /or the committee 1 s activity, see 
A.b.V. Collegio Notatorio rcg. 1C> entries dated 23 July 1507 and 
10 Feb. 1508; A.S.r. Deputati e Cancelleria rug. 5 c. 44v, 46r, Sir 
13 and 27 Har. 15G8, 6 lay 15CS; ,..-..V. ounato lena r@*,. 10 c. 
3 Nov. 15O8. In the absence of tho ; aduan Council registers for 
years, Sanudo*3 reports (t>ANUi)J Uiarii VII 124 23 July 15o7, Vli 
Gtv. and 373 - 3 and 27 Nov. 15G&J are doubly valuable; they 
what the lomg delays anyway reveal, that the controversy bored 
authority in the capital, and r-aport tfie ^aduans* complaints and 
their motivation.

455. In protesting their poverty in a plea against the imposition of 
tfce campdtico the Faduans had (among other claims ) ^sserteci that 
the clergy owned a third of the province 's wealth, t»ee 
111 1331-82 4 Feb* 1501. Two years ia ter tUe returning
exactor francesco de Le^e, lesiJ obviously partisan than ti*e ^ ad *u*s 
and in a good position to know, reported thus;*.*, disse havia il 
padoan per ducati 25 mill a tutto, di i^ual il citro n*a il 3", e 
ingana la Signoria per haver cocipra possession etc., e tamen anno 
l*extimo vechio*, (5A$Ui/u Diari, IV 641 22 Jan. 1Q03J. ihou^h no 
more than approximations, tiiese esti«?ate« corxe&porul to others: 
the 1549 i a Juan . odcota reckoned that tixe .aduan and Venetian clergy 
between them owned seven twentyfourths of the province's land, (see
l!:*i§^4j?M i^Lj^t*^^ *^» ^' **^'* *hiie iu 
155^-53 Dall'Abaco calculated their share as one third of all cultiv­ 
ated land, (D.JAt.L'ABACG ^tat ydi * adova e a>uo remturiu nel 15o2-3» 
ed. li. Cicogna , Venice 1B50). Cipolia's article, (C.-u Uii'Oi. ,A 
'Une Crise Ignoree. Comment s'e^t . er.iue la iro^rlete i^cclesiasti^ue. . * 

II, 1947> had b««n araply contr«jjicted for the Padovauo
by -jtelia, (A.SIiiLi^V 'La i roprieta 2,ccicsiastica 
di Veneaia 1 , Nuova Hi vis ta ^torica 12, 195ti;, by ^teor, d*. 
Landownuraai^ ^nd >>urai yonditions cit. p^. 23&, 241-51 and 
Appendix V*4 - pT.~4B3-80 - f Ecclesiastical Acquisitions 1424-1^9' 
and now too by Gios (^.GIOS L* Atti vita t 'aster*ue cit. »>• 143 n.



456. for wider discussion of this trend, common in Italy in the later 
middle ages, ace n. 328 above with its selection of bibliograph­ 
ical references. For tho 1425 law, seo iiTt^K Landuwm,»rshi;j and 

Condition^ cit.p. 215.'
457. Cfr. above plHa'nd «. 404.
453. ,iee A.s.i . ,vtti V c. j^7v-t3r 23 Nov. 1474, the ?U^y.Qria summoned 

t'aduan representatives to answer tho claims of varioua distretti 
that they were over-taxed. Out, cfr. A. i.:'. iieputati 0 Gancelleri^ 
reg. 3 c. 3v 23 Jan. 1475, the council of the Vicariate of Coaselve 
decided - against the persuasion of the i'odoatciie of &ste t Mon- 
selice and ;iontagnaua - not to o^ s ose th0 city 5 anu the gutter was 
referred to < Jadua for settlement, see A.S.P. Atti r»g. V c. 26o 
2 June 1475. Cfr. idem ro&. VI c. 254v, 255v, 25Gv - 24 opt., 
I attd lo Oct. 1481: protests were again steered towards a settle- 
went.

459. For Venetians' tax, see below pj. ^G (f • i*"or the exaction accounts* 
see A. *».„•*. Atti reg. VJ.il c. 3uv-32v IB July 1492, c. 173r-75v 
23 i>ec. 1496, c. !U3v-96v It? Mar. 1497, c. 3iir 15 Jan. 15ol. 
wuite apart from Venetians' purchases removing wealth from the 
Padovano e^jtiato to Venetian tax-paying, or evasion, some of 
their acquisitions were transferred to the i aduan city eatimot see 
e.^» A.^.i-. Deputati e Cauceiicria c. 14v 17 Apr. 148 , an order 
to the exactor effecting a ruling by the city Captain, that the 
property at Campolongo of ^orola^o Jonato, worth 1/3. » of a fuogo. 
be transferred from the villages 'consort©* 1 esti.Bto to the city 
list. Other, similar orders are to b« found in tiie following jmges.

4Gu. For the 1480s situation, see above [j -4^ f|r ; for the f uofeiii > cfr.
pJl^ and n. 403. See A.S.i 1 . Atti reg. Vll c. «2r, 8^v, Sir - 9, li% 
and 27 seb. ^467.

4vi. 6ee A.S.iJ , Atti reg. VIJ c. l$2r-63v 18 Apr. 1488, c. 2l7v 21 Feb. 
14b9 t c. 226r 9 May 1489 j A.S.*'. Ducal i reg. Vorde c. 7Or-71v 1 
Ap». 1489, c. 72r 14 May 1439.

462. Cfr. above p. Ill and ;.n. 436-37. For exani^Ies, see A.S.1-. l>eputati 
e Cancel leria reg. 3 c. 50v 2d May 1473, property of the
aoore » uolo atina fu Balrtolotneo; A.S.i-*. Territorio vol. 186 
order of the di^utatd dated 2B June 1490 for a carpenter's prop­ 
erty in the Vicariute of Miraao: idem voi. 23&, a similar order 
dated 14 i>ec. 1490 for another carpenter's property round Villa 
del Conte;ideiu vol. 24b , an order of l*i May 1495 for the property 
round Uorgoricco of Lorenzo Traza, goffl'-'aiiiladore t wfith the village 
esli(no rating consequently reduced by" */t>4 of a fuogo.

463. Cfr. the last example in n. 462* In 149U the Council had to soothe 
the teri'itorio, u^set because the city exactors had over-ruled 
cJecitxratioiis on the ,>art of diatrettuali aliening certain property 
of Venetian ownership to be liable for da die with the t adovano; 
the claims had been repudiated and the cotiseuuantiy increased tax

-Wk ie.vrate decided, without them being consulted. CW-Wk iej.vn*«, -M«.. »3> C<J3. 
464. c»eo A.ii.i J . itti reg. VJ1I c. ^75v-7ar 28 ,ipr. 149U; e. 3o8v-O9r

14 Jan. 1501; perhaps too c. 27^v v 277 - 4 Apr. and 11 Kay 149U 9
(instruction** to representatives in Venice, so brief as to be
cryptic;. 

4u5. Cfr. above p^Srand n. 351. <>cc* A.h. . Atti reg. IX c. 3ur 15 Nov.
15ul, c. 56r aud 57v, 4 and 2B Feb. 1&>2. 

4<»^. A.^>.V. 6enato leria re^. 14 c. 9ov- lJlv 9 June* 1502; for other issues,
see above p U^and n. 424. 

467. *ee A.j>.P. Atti reg. IX c. 105v. 106, Iu7vf Io8r, 114v, 124r -
29 Jan* 9 4 and 25 Feb., 4 Mar., 1U Apr« 9 11 Aug. 1503; idem c. 139r«
142v-43r, 143v, 145v-47r - 21 -i>r., 2 Au^*« '^- ^>ept., 8 and 12 Uov.
15O4; A.ii.* . ^/ucali re^. VerJu c. Hbr-iUr 31 <-.ut« 1503; :3ANUJU
i»iari} IV 727, 824 - 13 Feb. and 1C Mar.



168. *«e p .;ft aml o .
*ee UNO uLUNCA 'II Comune' XCIII p. 1257, and SA«1OLO Compendio—— ————

470. see VkNTUHA Wobilti^ejiojiolo pp. 4OS-10 and nn. 63-64, quoting in
».i Particular a complaint by the Padovano of May 1538.
§•!• itfEM p. 409.
472. A.S.P. Atti reg. IX c. GOr 4 Feb. 1502.
*7^>. for the differing rates at which the dadie *cre levied in the city 

during the fifteenth century, see i INo UKANCA •!! woomne' XCill 
p. 1257 n. 1. For the number and distribution of the fuoghi , and 
their value a» * unit of taxed wealth, see n. 399 above, for the 
1502 total, conceivably low through the omission of temporarily 
exempt villages, sea A.i».*-. Territorio vol. ^5, division dated 
22 ;»ept. 15U2.

474. Se* A.S.1-. Utvututi e -ancelieria reg. 3 c. 86r-87r 19 sept. 14bB, 
c. 94r 16 >iar. 1439; A.S.P. Territorio vol. iidfc, act dated 14 
kept. I486. The individual concerned sias Antonio da tier gamp, 
or intonio de i'etribeiii, described as a ger^aro. i'ne number of 
jiistrettuali taking citiaenjbaip in this a;aa^er, and so transferring 
their i>ro t>crty to t, e urban tax lists, a, ay not easily be ascertained, 
since the registration of the relevant acts in tiie main arcnival 
administrative series a^ ears casual. As in Verona at this time 
(cfr, above p.^i and n. 331), controversy probably magnified the 
scale of the phenoiuonvn, »hicU *&, eais perhaps a dozen times in 
the records consulted in the course oi the present stud^; cfr. too 
p./^kand n. 42^ above.

475. ijee A.S.r. Deputati e Cancelieria reg. 1, orders dated 23 May 159O.
476. i 01 this and what foilo«vs, see tae information contained in Table 

VI, above p ><Sli -
477. A rough division of declared taxable wealth, quite apart from the 

suggestion of Ventura*s figures for 1541-48 and the evidence of 
the 1585 reallocatior^ may be obtained from the totals of tax paid 
and the relationship they bore to declared wealth; percentages £or 

; tiie latter figure are offeree a)ove for the city and tex ritorio. 
and for the purposes of calculation the city's percentage was 
applied to the clergy. In the light of the later figures just referred 
to, this estimate of one quartar for the ^adovano may err on the 
si lie of generosity; but tbe draining of fiscal resources was pro­ 
gressive, and we are here trying to as. « ess the gituatiou at the 
end of the fifteenth century.

478. Cfr. above p,l>°and mi. 395-96f a tid pp,!^-?" with Table VI and nru 325-7.
47b»» Cfr. *1LLA 'Sag^io salle Istituzioni Finan^iarie' cit. p,». 109, 

212-13; university teachers' pay accounts for nearly half the 
expenditure of 1492, ami officials' salaries for much of tne rest, 
(with the year's total L. 27,303 13 soldi). For i adua university, 
cfr. above ppA^lV^and na. 81, 290.

480. Relazioni dei Rettorr Veneti in _rerr.afe_raa |V t p. 22.
481. See V-^iVi'LIWl :.obilta e Vopoio F.>« ^'5 ff., 410 ff./or Uovigo, see 

Relazioni del *iet tori^^anoti Vi, ^p. .xIX, iO, 31; for Verona, 
OiUtlAfti Jucume nt i doTl * Antic o Jiale t to cit. p. 4 - in 1475 the 
city claimed to l*ave only i). 120 p. a. in income irosn coin^unai 
property.

482. The 1420 statute, retain a provision oi 1287 concerning botteghe 
leased by the Conunune to guilds, i»ee ;i» u.s. 1^36 c. 30v, Dook

•if « 1 rubric 14), and in the early decades of Venetian rule the
Signoria loaned the Co**: une funds with which to build shops, (<§e 
I iNi> oiwuH»C<i *-?i Oomune* \Clil j^. 8bv/;; cfr. too A. 3.r. Cassa C 
vol. 78, instrument of livelio dated 51 Oct. 1471, conceding a 
five-foot stri^. of space beto^v the Jo.^ia to the bakers, adjoining 
those of other trades, for i>. ki8 p. a. The information on leases 
by the Coiiiiiiuue contained ia Cassa Uitta voll. 7«, 27o, *-78 is less 
than complete, ao that no accurate total of revenue may be inferred.



483. Cfr. p. 8L, and rable in< the 1S55 figure for rents among the 
i'aduan Camera' b incomes; for the learns of military premises 

4&i, and adjoining iand set; p above ami nu . j.9-21. For the general 
question of communal property see Fiiitii.ua 's article, (n. 42tt 
above/. >'art of the Coipniune's exercise of its rights in licensing 
the uae of public property appears to have been subject to Venet­ 
ian approval, no doubt on security grounds. On 24 ^ec. 1490 the 
doputati, with the *Vat tori's cpnsent, authorized 4>aniele i*arbaro 
di *ucharla to keep firewood o.» tha canal bank uelow the city's 
west wQll (between -onte de' Tadi and J J onto ;>. .Leonardo), provided 
that c arts passing and boats unloading wore unhindered, (see A.G.F. 
Atti reg. VI X c. 29ir *M i>ec. 1190>. Jut four years earlier motives 
of gain had put ownership in -^ue&tica, when the ijignoria instructed 
the camera i'iac^le to lease an adjoining canal b^nk, frooj t'onte d*' 
Tacii to * out* a.Giovanni Uelie havi t provoking the protests of the 
city Council, (see A.ri.P. Atti reg. tfli c. 14V aad 15v 17 and IB 
Mar. i486, c. 4ov 15 Oct. 148o, c. 4tiv \Z Kov. 1480, c. 104v 3 
i>ec. 1487; A.S.i •. Uucali rag. £. c. S9r 13 i>ec. 14ii7;. In 15U5, 
with^tiie search for extra revenue in pr gre^s (seu p i^-Tand n. iI27 t 

> Pi* Bi and nii. 265-07, n. 336j, ^ignoria a^d >vfc_ttori reviewed the 
viability of building ana lousing h.ydrauiic installations at £or- 
cigiia, to the northeast of the city walis - see A.^.i . Ducali reg* 
G c. 19 ^1 Huy 1505.

484. Cfr. above ^ \*>$ and ua. 27^-287, and i-'^NO iii^iACA '11 Co:auue v
XCI1J. p. dbu. Certain of the Council's .iiorti prescribed penalties 
for their tran&gi-e&uors, e.^. in the a,) ( .ointu.'ent of ami>as^4dors and 
as&igrsE&nt uf asoneys to congratul»4te a new L'o^e - ...^.i . At«i re te * 
IV* c. «i5r-26r 15 Hay 14G2, for Cristofoio ^oro. ?iut the surviving 
documentation of t^te CoL-aauc 1 ^ spending for this period, in A.S.i'. 
Cas&a Citta voll. Ib9-19ii ^ registers of iiiunciati; > ^.ives no i'.dicat- 
ion tiiat fi.;e moneys or inuecd income froia property pi aye a any sign­ 
ificant j>&rt in the city's finances.

485« For details of tiie cxat tar's agreo-aiuiit wxtu the Commune as it stood 
in 1473 t see PING B&.NCA '11 Coawne 1 cit. XCIli p. . 1262-65; cfr. 
too the accounts pre^entea for tat: years 146t-93, above n« 450* 
frith collection, froia the clergy exclutiea froai the reckoning, to 
gather L. 1,0;^ from u &> surchai-ge on city and territorio signifies 
late collection of L. 20 9 OC^ - at least a sixth of ^he total, and 
no doubt aaich more since we have to ada the exactor's gains from 
thit; source, (never stated in the reuUcriute of accounts to the city 
Council/.
The accounts for the four two-year periods between 1486 and 14S3 
show a surplus beyond the city's share of the da die delle lanze 
of (respectively) Ju. 11,956 12 soldi, L. 5,4'J^ 14 soldi 2 d, 
L. £,563 16 soldi, and L* 6,457 4 soldi 1 d, including the 
L. 1,000 p .a. cf fines on late payment. The higher figures for 
1486-87 are due to a speoiai levy imposed ir* 14BU, following severe 
plague the preceding year. i?or the dadie rates ov^r the perxod, 
see the reference in n. 473 above; the ra.e rose in 1492, as a new 
city estiiEQ. v/as being compilsd and various extra need*; presented 
theiLselves. in 1496, and for every year bar oue up to the «mi of 
1505, it was a t L. 7 10 soldi; it then ro^e sharply, (see below

487. See V£ltfrUKA f'obilta e ^Qjjolo. pl'« 3>7 ff. - discus ion of the politic­ 
al ethos of terrafermfl cities; p*.>« 419- 2u - cowments on municipal 
finance.

488. uadie sup ; lemeiite in favour of the Lazaretto were imposed in 1465, 
14o<3, 1477, 1473, 1479, 1484, I486, 15(>3 and 15u5 - see i'iNO URANCA 
*I1 Comune 1 XCIII p. 1257 n. 1, o..iiO*lk uluiU f ^o btudio di . udova, 
le bpidemie ed i dontagi durante 11 Qovei no della Kepub^lica Veneta 
1405-1797' (Memorie e Uocuiienti ^per la Store ia della University di 

* Padova. vol.~17 Paoli«rT52<i), &*• "128 » 132; the instances they do not



report are in A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. lilr 27 June 1478; reg. VII
' C 14 "v x Jiin * 14Bti 5 re£- iA c * 1B- »nd io3 » 23 '4U*'» ia ^ei*- and

* ^Ct. 15O5.

489. oeo entries in the city's accounts - e.g. A.O.P. Uassa Citta vol.
169, 20 Apr. 1409, returning L. 42 8 soldi advanced by the itassaro; 
Idem vol. 190, among the entries for 1505, restitution of L. 62O 
moaned oy Albert© Srapciin. The Cow ;une also borrowed froia the 
City's Venetian ^ottpri. cfr. a.S.P. ntti re^. Vli c. 27 2* June 
1460, and c. tilv 9 m>. 1487, Tor tue repayment of two-year-oid 
debts totalling o. 19O.

490. ^ee «.#. j. rt 1405, for a border dispute with Vicenza (PIflO BfiA?CA 
. '11 OOrounc' AClll L ». 12137 n. 1); iu 1*95, to iobijy in Koihe for 

j'-diuuu*' ciaiiits to the province's benefices, (.!.&.*•'. Atti re;],. 
Vlii c . 126 20 Aug. 14&5>; in 1497, for a dispute with Verona 
over waterways, (idem c. 208r 16 Jay 1497 ).

491. Money was necessary in 1493 to conduct negotiations with the
Council of Ten over the City's firewood sup ly, U.&.*'. Atti reg. 
VI 11 c. CiOv 9 June 1493), and in 1501 for a miscellany of af lairs 
to settle witU authority in Venice, again including timber, (idem 
re&. IX c. 30r 15 ttov. 15ul).

492. tredise calculation from the entries in voii. 1B9-191 of *.;i.P.
V a6^a ^itta ia tliwurted oy the inaifterence v/itii wiiich the boilette 
and .aaauati issued by tiio Jeputati ad utilia to order payments 
were a^Jrea^ed to either or both the cun eat Biasfaaro and 4iadie 
exactor, (and sometimes to past exactors too; the occasional 
transfer of funds from exactor to tna^oaro also obscures precise 
computation. Vhe figures given here vvare obtaineu from the relevant 
entries Q£ oa&aa witta volX. 189^*190.

493. ofr. above p^^K^and tin. 431-447, and e.g. A.S.r. Atti reg. VII 
c. 303r 3u uec. 1490: a pension of L. 2O a month awarded to 
Francesco Jalcjbiaauiui (iuem c. 277 12 Oct. 149o> was converted 
into the grant of a »'adovano Vicariate aud the office of 
alie

494. Originally the building work was to have been paid for uy economies 
in existing expenditure - abolishing the dejjutati'a salary and 
catting that of the taaoBarx) of the fondaco, pruning display to 
hcnour arriving and departi^ ucttori.; by requesting the

pa 
if

portion of court fine^j by av/ardia^, t».e Council's own fines for 
the refusal of oi'iice. A proposal to taive funds accumulated ia the 
Lazaretto wae rejected. See A.^i.P. Atti reg. ^lil c. t>5r-Oor 29 
July 1493, c. otir 3 Hov. 149o, c. 124r 3u June 14U5, c. 167v 1

1493 • The inci*ea«ed dadie rate of 1 «ol^lo per Lira of cetimo
only ut the second attempt in 1 i95, and an attempt to set 

higher failed in i ,-tfo - see idem c. 12iv-^r 2O ,.ay 14915, c. 1£1* 
20 Kay 1490, and reg. IX c. 64v £7 nug. 15u2, c. ibtiv 13 uec. 1505, 
(the yield was **, 2uu or so a raonth;. See U?ooj *

49S. Tho records iu A.^.« . Cas*»a Uitta voii.. 189-190 su^i ,est totals of 
L. 401 12 aolcti ia^ 1469, L,* ! 9 Uu7 7 soldi in 1^*63, and over 
L. l t ou~ in 15i;5, by which time the city regularly leased furnished 
accoiflodation in Venice for the comings and goings of its ambassadors,

4i*6. A.S.4-. Atti reg. VIJ c. 91r, 911, 18 and <i3 ;;ay 14d7; A.S.i'. i)ucali 
reg. ^erde c. 53v 30 Hay 1467; A.a.V. ^enato Terra reg. 10 c. 92V 
14 Apr. 1488.

497. Ahe records consulted for tnis study give virtually no indication 
of the geatenari's activity, though statutory material of 1*5-39 
(quoted by^ iJ ii\0~iiiUi\CA, cfr. above n. 396) foresaw and regulated 
the imposition of taxes in the city neignoourhoods and suburbs.

498. For the activity of the Caotcra see the 1420 statutes, Hs. J.i'. 1230 
c. 340, statute of 1420; the 1533 Cauera Fiscal e payroll included 
two supor visors and a maa aro, (cfr. uelaaione. . . Agostino da Ail a) ; 
and see above ppas-'i and n. ^14, n. 437, n. *57b. In 1488 the city

1-toHc) Jii PdcU^gj ffjjud, fg^A) uoUU K- 1(6 /
'^ i



49 . council passed a garte calling for the return of <aduan citizen 
; supervieion of the Camera, also noting its importance as an eia- 

ployer, and the fact ti*at at Vicenza and Verona local citizens
were in charge, (see .i.S.P. Atti reg. VII c. 171 2b Juae 148o, 
«• 172r 30 «;une 148b). Their demand coincided with the visiting 
A vo gadorj^^di <* QQIU n^s investigations and denunciation against the 
current Venetian supervisor; but his successful rt^istance and 
continued tenure must also have scolohod the Council's plan. For 
ti»e situation in Verona, see V.;JLi,TKU-i;.,l 'Gior&io ^omir.ariva Kima 
Veronese del ecoio XV in A.V-T. vol. G, 19ii4, e«p. pp. 139 and 
n. l f 151, j.5& f xU3; ^owuariva served as 'fcuper&tes laborerioruro 
•t for till tiorum et rocharum V«rone et distrxctuB 1 , then in a 
similar post in Ur;«disca, final y returning to Verona. 
VJiAiXUkA No bi ̂ _tj*__e_j^^Oo iv . 421 ff* introduces the question of 
'popular* resentnent at nobie mi&handlin^ of public ̂  finale e, but 
his argument centres on tue wealthier rjonti di *iet^ and luoghi

^ of the Commune v s M-.tssaro and juador aiere wan i\tre, 
their tenufce of office Aen^thaued froti! the statutory single year 
to much longer terms; tueir auditing of the da die exactors - all 
but colleagues - mus,t have been iriendly. t> ebts to the uoi<u,une 
accumulated, and at the turn of the century a halting attempt x&m [ 
made to recover them, (see A.S.i'. , fc tti reg. Vlii c f 182v 20 May 
1495f t. 219r 29 Uec. 1497; re 5. IX c. 79v 21 Jan. 15u3 t c. y^r- 
104v (office lists for J.go3j, c. 12Ov ^ May 15U3; and Atti vol. 
41, scmtiay dated 25 Feb. 1504). Cfr. in general * INv 3KAMCA 'il 
Coiaune' fiCCHI , ,>. 1284-13o3 f with evidence from the first half of 
the century; and for the second half, scattoreci lists of office- 1 
hold is, elections and administrative parti in the regg* of A.S.P. • 
Atti. - . . . ;:::,

5DO» The offices of MeBsaro an<1 ^^^^Si£*k® were created in 1436 and
144 f respectively, tbe former concerned u;ore with the handling of 
moneys, the lut.er with its accounting at<d administration; the 

; , Cotr un3 f £J finances were particularly confused at that time, with
heavy tax demands resulting from the Visconti -art*, and consequently 
frequent borrowing froas leudin^ citizeixB, (see i-IKO BkaJJCA *1|, ^^ 
Cosnune* >x:JII pp . 1^67 if., 1286 ff., 1^98 fl.j. uy the end of the 
century the ^ua_derniere api'-ears the more itrtportarjit of the two - 
cfr. H.S.i-1 . Atti reg. VI 11 c. ^B 30 Apr. 15CC, revised regulations 
for his functions, especially keei/ing the estimo oook« and recording 
the expenses of public te presentation in ^e^icej see Idem reii. IA 
c. 70 29 Oct» 1502, the serving- ^jadfernief g ^^^ given res]>onsibility 
over the traffic and accounts in ^ adua*s hired lodgings in the 
capital; arid in 1505 it was the Quadernlere who took over collection 
of the da die > when no exactor could be round, \seo below p ^bi )•

501. The contracting *ut of dadie collection watt certainly usual by
the 1460s, and the terms of appointment more or less stable, with 
nomination by tUe city Council; »ee proposed tenas in 1469, (A.,S.r. 
Atti reg. IV c. 3 ^v-JOr 81 Aug. 14oi?;, aad those of 1473 preserved 
as a specimen copy* (• 1NO Bfatt/A 9 11 Comune* .\Gili pp. ik62-65J. 
The exactor required resources of his own in reserve, and acted 
to a certain extent as cieuit financi^r, so that the Commune hatf 
to borrow froui otners only in emergency, e*g« to j^ay the 1470 sub­ 
sidy - A. d.i'. Atti r«,£. V c. 21 7 July 147O, or for petty c»sh - 
SOQ >!• 489 above. If ta$ city's expenditure exceeded the surplus 
yield of dadie collection, the exactor remained the Commune's 
creditor - sea the accounts for 1486-63 (above n* 459), and also 
arguu*»n$ over Fabiano de 1 Fabiani's due in A.o..* . Depatati e Can- 
ceileria reg. 5 c. 19r, 32i , entries dated 15 and 18 >'iay, 13 ^ov. 

V 1507. fhe collector's toi^nw alio»ved the ^ora iune to anticipate its 
income frow him by L. i, /o(; f to b« repaid oy hi.s fc>ucce&»^or; when 
he could spare no money for tadua'* spending, extra tax was the 
only alternative, us in 1493 (cfr. n. 491 J - the Council described 
his as '... unicum rimedium in ainailibus*.



502. see below p|\ 2Z^ \\ , osp. the Council parte of 21 i-tar.
Aftor the dadie crisis of 15G5-GG the only way of attracting a 
collector was for the Council to offer him A io*a, an extreme 
solution for a body aceu«tomed to proclaiming the Coi».<une*3 and 
their own poverty, (seof»-^>i2,)

503. Cfr. in general ppl^-^ani mi. 311-3i2, w \~\°and n. 395.
504. See p J^j land n. 4uo, pp P^T and nn. 419 fl.
505. Cfr. p Island n. 331.
506. Cfr. the article by 1'Uu.AUI Uu 425 above); for the connection

between indebtedness and tho di&persul of com, uual property, see 
k'.JGNiiij 'Florentine Families and Florentine Diaries ifc the F'our- 
teenth Century 1 in racers of the British ^chooi at Koa^, ft.S. vol. 
XI 195(i, i . 188. ,•„ dispute betvt-GB the humanist ^ad diplomat 
berrsardo Betnbc and the ^us.vato family of i auua brings to light 
the division of woodland at 3u&iago, north of iadua and near the 
fcembo e.stntes bought ia 14u6 from the Carr&reae inheritance 4 the 
Mussato hail bought the ri^iitr, from surrounding ecu: unes, and an 
intervention by Bembo appears ambiguous, protecting public property 
in hie office cf Ayog;adarG Ox Comun, but apparently acting in 
disap,-'Ointment at his own family's exclusion from the transactions, 
(in the 1450s;. See LA^AUINl •Ueni. Carrarosi 1 cit., document B; ^.S. 
Atti re^. Vlil c. 158v-59r 19 i-eb. 14U6, c. 164v-65r 5 /n/r. 1496, 
c. Ife6r 1 Aug. 1496, c. 176r and 187v 7 ar.d IV Jan. 1497; A f 6.V. 
Dieci Misti rcg. liVcc. 56v i?8 Mar. 14SC, c. llOv ^8 Feb. 1497, c. 
13br 27 Mey 1J97. Lconocny of space prevents inference to otuer 
exaajpies, this one being included o^ account of the attention it 
attracted.

507. Above pp A*l-« and nn. 87-147.
508. M.tt^&NtiO ta_^oci^ Veneta alia l^ino doj. Uettecento. Uicei che Stor- 

i. ch41 Florence 1936, pp. 102-03, quoted in iM^fG »11 iiegitue Fisc- 
ale* cit., ^:hose judgement on Veroaa is coacorclant, (see pp. ii&«ft- 
63 and n^. 11^-13>.

5d^. For the statutory material, cfr. a. 3T4 above -
510. See the specimen coim, ission to tho Vicar of Conselve in A.S.P.

Atti vol. 40, cc. 2i-33; ana correspondence between tao Governors 
of i'adia r^d the tejrrijtorio ^odeata, <?•&• A.^.K, Lettere di ke^tori 
vol. 1, letter date cf 26 Kar. 1504 from i iove di ^acco.

511. For corveee in general, aeo the full discu^s-ion in PI MO UJUNCA '11 
Coir.une v VCIIJ pp. 359-65, XCVI pp. 762-74. The Council not infreq­ 
uently aekec? the oigroria to take step** for repair wort in partic­ 
ular localities - t&e waterways round Soleaino (near bate) are an 
example that oc^ur twice in our period, (see A.;i.i*. Atti reg. VII 
c. 150v 23 Jan. I486, re^. IX c, lir 6 »ar. 13O1). work on the 
important Uatta£lia canal (at tbe fo< t of ths iuganei) was isi tl»* 
charge of the citizen Alvise Jisrtoldo in 1473, (see A.S. . Jo,uti*ti 
e fcancelloria vol. 192, entry datod 1C Sept. 1473), but the major 
Urenta workings begua in 1468 (cfr. below J/i tl[ ) were supervised 
by a Venetian nrovyedjltore, his aapenH^i* paid by ttie teA^ritoi io t 
with the t a dovanio*s workforce under citizen supervisors, .salaried 
at the ladovano's e.\p«n3o, (zee \.S.,/. Territorio vol. 337 due a la 
dated 2 Feb. 1489, for toe Venetian; Ide»n vol. 344 14 Feb. 14&O, 
computation for tac ljaduanrf. . . . ' ,-

512. In October IE04 the Council indignantly opposed su^0«stions from 
the torritorio that it contribute to the work on the Adige at 
the ilotta i>abadiua (below yi^J > • ^nd three months later agreed to 
contest "an ap .-eal by dist.roUu.jLU against tha city Ca;>tain«s award 
of expenses to be levied from them, with which to pay the citizen 
supervisor in charge of the work, Vsoe A.^.*'. Atti reg. IX c. l**r 
7 Oct. 15U4, c. 173 26 Juu. Ii5o5, /or rsspon-sihiUty for mainten­ 
ance within the city seo tne £jtatut,?B, Ihs. b.i . 1^36 c, 3bO ff. 
for waterways, c. 3o4r ff. for roads etc, esp. c. 565v-0or>, which 
give the Taduau cami/agna (the tax-privileged villages near the



walls) rtucU of the labour, especially in fetching and carrying 
earth *n<2 gravel , c t'r. too n. 437 above. 

. The £J"!S£:iS£A inhabitants attempted to prove tue territorio*s
responsibility for certain of the city canals - so=? a.a.i . Teivitorio 
vol. 516 Oucaie of 10 Se^t. 1467; Idem vol. 139 Oa, tain's ruling of 
12 oept. 1467; A.4.V. aenato Terra re& f 6 c. 2r 21 ^ept. 14o7; A.d.*-. 
lerritoriu vol. 316 letters of tue Ayo ;a/*ori di ^Q^au» of 2 and 27 
Oct. 1407, o*c_ali of b <;ct., 5 and 16 tfov. 1174; idem vol. 139 
Ca^taiu's ruling of 0 Oct. 14B5, repealed by the ^uarantia 15 i>ec. 
1166; Ideu vol. 172 letter of the ,»vo^udori of 20 Uec. I486 and 
valuation dateJ 9 Ja»i. 1482; (de.n vol. I'.VJ documents cited on 9 
Mar. 1545... For litigation over the iiafct4glia canal, sea A.'J.i*. 
At ii re &* V c * 225r t ~i-4r t ii-.'.Sr, ^.i(i: 5 and 16 4uly t 1 and 6 Aug. 
1474. /or the war-damaged areas, cl'r. above p ,^ and n. 4, below 
p.1£& and n.65l|[- ,( tax exemptions resulting); special extra taxes 
imposed were not collected, resulting in iiirther flooding in 1486 
wnd 1483, (^ee A.S.P. iervitorio vol. 4 ;j5 c. 4OJf i . , letcex^ of the 
t adu cl ^a t jtain dated il Jan. i-UHi, declaration bjjt the i^stf Podosjbtf 
of 19 >lar. 1480). 

514. ^ee e.g,. .4.^.1 . X^ri itorio v »1. 4 >5 c, 34 10 June 148J: t»e 'adua
invoked a law of 19 Jan. 1417 to cancel work on the Brent a 

planned to benefit * certain nobles 1 , nasliod its a corvee. °ee reports 
of breaches, of tho newly repaired ^.onwelice canal in 1482, and at 

ia in 1505, (A.ti.V. Senate lena re^. B c. U9r 3 *"eb. 14o^j 
re^. 15 c. 69v '^9 :4ar, 1505).

515. / short account of the kotta ftabadina Jiepute ix in DjNAUJl *I 
Sadovani itibelli 1 cit. iJ t . 3^'-:-20.

516. Tor an account df disputes - t'adua'e were uainly vith /iceruia and 
Verona - see <-'IrtO 3r«»j>K;i!. '11 Comune 9 \OVI ;) F . 77o ff.

517. ih** tii tchi n^-round of the Arsenal's Cti,r t >anecia waod (cfr. ;» and 
r.. 172) was an occasional duty, tee .v.. ».*'-. Territorio vol. 225 
due ale jated 30 July 15O2, as wus the carting ol oaks to Limena 
to strengthen tae Jrenta's bauJ^a at its ^o.'lnsfc of clivitsioi; irn^ed- 
i atel^ northwest of the city, (see A.5.P, Territorio vel. 97 due ale 
dated 5 r'ar, 14fcfcO...

51B. For aduann' service in Friuli at this time, cfr. above i*^/»£ and 
nn. l*i*>23 f p A^aad n. 132. In /ec. 1473 the senate awarded Jra^ua 
anr.1 its tjerrj.jbori£ ^ Bh^ro in fortification workt on the river 
Isonzo, and the city Council reacted by stating its unwiiiingness 
if it were a corvee i.£ubJj.c_u»n/> since thitj would contravene all pre- 
cement, choreas - by ihV'licatioxi - there wus no objection to citizend 
occupying nositionii of co?: a!id, (see A.S.V. j?enato Terra reg. 8 
c. 31r 14 -ec. 1478, A.o.P. Atti re^. v*I c. 15^.v-fj;^r 8 Jan. 1479). 
Cfr. above n. TU5, the Military ct-rvees listeu in the 1S49 ^odest^9 * 
susuirtary of taxes.

519. Corvees outside the village and thofce outside it« ijigtrctto were 
divided with progre^pively greater dependence on wealth a&sea&ed 
in the local .£js>Jtimo» and diminishing application of t«e per capita 
principle; and thowe outside the Hadovano were levied entirely 
according to the egtinic - a system which p^ust bave facilitated 
the replacement of personal service, (cfr. i INC &^.RCA 9 ii Ct/uiune 9 
XCJll p, 8S/5). it emerges from c\ letter of the Venetian court of 
the rocurator. (A.^.P. Letterc di Uettori vol. 1, dated 23
1SC 3J that the conHortea oi' ^trti, fl village on the c^nal to Venice 
with presumably raany Venetians i-tnon^ its landh' iclcrs, had contracted 
their share of work on the canal to un entinet'i'. Out contracting 
of works mifUt also be authority's answer to dilatory or disycnt- 
iont contrjbutore: s?ee e. 0 . -\.L-.i. ; . Territorio vol. 4O3 c. 91 21 
Nov. 1478, the fadua Captain auctioned the joint half-share of th* 
diatretti of Caaiposam^iero, r-irano and uria^o of repairs to the 
Brenta's banks in the distretto of i'iore di oacco. This was also 
often the practice with distant provinces' contributions due for



en the Crantu 1 * ditmrtion ia 1 ms and aft»r« <ofr. mu5*
c. C. p.aad r. :1 . U1 . 12 .

*c?c .,.'.,.; , \ttt rr.j. vi ; c. I:7v~,i8r .:3 Jvne T436, emu c. 26r 11 .
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c. 5.;r 6 ;mg, l^iifj. /U r..V. Coiicgio »S« crsjta Costs .ls.«ioiii» r«
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ad n. 201; n. 
studies in print ar«
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ica*
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f f . ; t • . . -i '«TO v j r'o grjr' a e iapf>tPas i tc & di.* ."I I ' Au tica **c eia-

n !&^^ytii£.J^!;!L£2^ 
HI vo.l« VU f^sc. t{ , Il-lt/; .. . ."Kv A^*TJ''Ha C tfnao • -^ cr t_

ii^k^BaJ.^VLl^lt Vfjnice 1U19, (Vol.. jof ..aisUi Scrittori 
tf'ldrauiica Vencta). Xluch ds tailed further ^Kteriul say i^a fouod ia 
A. •>.»•. A'ftr: itoric voll. ou, 3^7, ^yr». J'or tJi* city's first reaction 
in I4€e, s«e « , ,*>.i-. Atti rng. v'i : c. l*>7v-e sr 12 -v ;v/. l»3d. 
The f-uduan Council •*> cr»/r?s l^ints A-^-r-e eB^wcial y fror.uwnt la 
and l'4Bi« t but oritiitis.iis aud ohjctt. tions k-^-.t rotuivdn^; oa 
1 5«>6 (-US.r. -ttti 4«es» IX c. iillv; it v^>ted a cuuiprehonsive 
atiut* t;f the HC here's ^r.xtlCfil offsets.
Cfr. abi ve pX^ajul n»i. -?::<rW2.B. M"orcPrt evactior for tax is ai*C«ui««J 
below, «ec pp.^H -j th& nue^tion of damna ^d/» t^ , and citizens* rights 
to cor-t'-eiiGftttorj for 'j[£\rta,':,c, is to<> iar^c ,a?\d Co'si_j.-.lf?x a quostioa to 
deal vs-at*.' here. .4 i.'f , ice :i*. to xr+y- 1.1. at the 1 fi4£ •/o.'c.sta*^ >. 
inclu*lei* it**- : fsdii»tely tift^r thp list of ta^e t^rrjltorioj^s taxes 
f ... t't oltre ^ji'e^te vi t-iopra^iuu^e i»oi *;•«*;.•««> di , ignore * cav

3 ire vinticinque .uille* 1 
i.'^.»* i'h is ii^ur« ft;^s oofe 

co/l. ration of utlx V.r .
Cfr. an. 32*7-28. . - - ' -.-- 
i»*»«t* o.. o»5 above | tho If554 | '.^I'j^t H e^jdr.ius, (op. cit. p. 44) t ,.

ntfr ,^row ]>*>*. «.r*-r «*hove a] j *,.. |»«*r rt.r..i ^cverno cii 
i qua3 . i hajHK.» jTrmrH salarr.j per f-agt'r le gravexy.e 

oivx t?t I'tol+J •»€> lore* t^ ; ;J.3.rjno ii tvrLarij et aon ^agaco le
ta&ti mo^a _ 

ivi. « • * iei. ( 
Cfr. ;«bi>ve p(6( »rid nn. ^52-56; the 1 H04 a^rectnert be tA'dcn City

j^lLSi C '< ?:>ove p./5{ ani n. 4^7; in«cr;-orfet<2il rujioe-atary • 
s .-.i'-:c<Iiy--t delayed co! 1 ec tiori> with the r^-'Jiati-ibutivn of 

tur Bharew of villages found urub.r to j.ay, f*n<3 access allowed to
to a ^i.^^ °^ ti4e collector's account*.. 

Ofr, bel<m~:»f»- 216(4--
*Tor t!ke .i«£U.«t '-**« uiKiiutes over the cler-.;y's. slutrs>» s«e
aiivi }.in. "• jc— »-%--, foi- tho .^CjLwie «t»r nfcove r'^^'^ n«Me I e.«o. Uia-

of its figures, an- : ib.« cs V a^vi v) (fp*^IS(i^. Jii« t- 
rat« of the ?<-*^i?l^ i** '*aJcu? -^ted froci receipt* issued to 

the i aduan CawK-ra mcafe by v «"3tV;A («»-«*. ̂ —— .«..-»«-»-..—»'- P<u1'v<iiM «W
in the r<«gg. of /-,.,S.i-. .,>ucali; four/
chosen for the a»»>ari»ut com^terie.;;, oi their rt'$istrttticnt 
allowance wa*; made for aietcrtloj-t cau?«e«: hy del^evi collection, 
and i:o«¥H.ibl,y by the offectiii^. of certain j-aywonts Ureutiy to

ril - «et? boio'Ji j .^^ , { cfr. A.t..'-. ucali rfg. B t.
ij. 1471' - c. J4^r 7 ,,: t.«. 1473; J rteic c. 1-lJLr 2

i:^ AU^. 1473; reg. C c. &2r ^ Jan- Mi'-'-' 1 - c. ?rir i« Apr. 
1481; Idem c. $9r 23 Auj:. 148d - c. 78r 10 July 14B1. For 
decim» see e.g. abore p. 7 and n. 61, p. l^and n. 19i.

i
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53x. .soo ^iifincj^a^neraii >». GLIV, 146* also (JIOSJ. 'Attiyita Pastoralf
cxt, ^. Gb axi:l u. jB, on the r'utriaicb Uiovaani liarozzi's
in upholding the K^ml position lu Venice.
o,ee a^ove py ..<o^aild Uu- ^5.^^ p.^^ad ou. 45^-53.
cxt. p. „ Hi n. 4; eu^ausiz<*& the uai^iit of bucuiar tax on the
clergy, citing c; vide no o of * letro ja^o.-zi's difficulties with
iiis i!S£in!a payments, if this KUS so, its effect was selective:
consider tiiti woulth aaia&aea by prduU'* like Cardinal 4en (above
n. UO4, below n.03,9 ) or - at a humbler levol - /it vise nngelieri,
who exploited niuor benefices to found the fortune of his nephew

Corner, patron >f liu?,aut* (see ^.^^iiXta^O'uicerche intoruo 
vita e ai.i 'ambienta dt*l kuzunte e di Alvise Gofcnaro 1 , in

1964). uir. n. 455 a^ove, and
i-nd nn. 469-471. The wicespread practice of clerical absent­ 

eeism, with substitution op poorly paid vicars for U.ose with cure 
of souls,. ^,x ,* t doubtless created fiscal difficulties - cfr* 
OUb o . cit. pp. 161 ff. t ^47 ft.

633. For his income, ^ee i.aimdo's estima ies, in 1483 (FULIN •framnento 
luedito* cit. p. la) and 15O7 (^ANUJA> i>iarii VI 523); for the 
^£il»^> s^ e A.S,i~ t Uucali reg. F c, 79r. b9v - 7 July 1501, 5 July 
1502. ; . .

534. :>ee A.S.?. Oucali reg. C c. 9£>v 24 ;^ov. 1483, c. 96r 17 uec. 1483 t 
c. 96v :JB ^ec. I4b3, and above n. 453.

535. .VUJU'X) Uiarii 11 197 13 sJuc. 1498.
536. See above" p."^ and un. 219-21; and A.S.P. Ducali reg. F c. lOOv 

<fc 'lay ir>L3 t reg. tf c. IBr 19 Aug. 15O4, reference to the arrears 
collector the priest (Giovarsni ) tntonio ^hinchin^to.

537. bee GiUii op. cit. pp. 181 ff., ^O9 ff,
538. Seo ii.s.r. /Xica3i reg. C c. 8ov 19 bept. 1461, giving in possession 

of be rue f ices was to depend on acceptance o£ .such debts. ee e«^;« 
Ideai reg, D Q« l?r 5 aaly 14HG, torms set out for the new incumbent 
of a church near Maroatica to pay off decime arrears.

539. ^fr. n. 45^3 above, the -enate's decision of 149O attributed the
arrears to reluctant payment by the rich. A letter of instructions 
from venis^ in 1481 (;t. .•>.;•'. i/ucali reg. C c. BOr .19 Sept. 1481} 
remarked that the concern of ^ard.tnt.ls and wealthy prelates was 
with leasing tueir benefices and presiiing claiiwn against their 
debtors, but not with tax; cir t idens c. 17v 1'i .'jept. 147t», orders 
to levy aecireg i roiri Carjioai Zea'.'j lessees, notwithstanding contrary 

they might iiave obtained.
840. For jte£i*n«lt aee whe t follows ; for d^ijdie cfr. ^.o.P. Oucali reg. 3 

c. lJ7v-3br 4 ^ept« 1472 which naaiea Piccolo Archyriest of vJonto- 
galda, reg. C c. 36r 11 ^pr. 1478.. »>;iser ire 1 Ao^irea* , and reg. D 
c* lv-2r 13 Aug. 14i34 - ins true tiont> for the choosing of two a«vr 
collectors, one for current and one for past tax, with go .d lay

541. The ejstijfto ordered by the .senate in 1477 wus in use by 148o - 
subject to correctioa by taisi Dijgci .•jayi ^ao^ra^le Uecime) in 
Venice, cfr. .v.o.V. oenato Terra re 5, 7 c. 17uv 36 June 1477 f 
A .a. P. i>ucali r^^;. C c. 53 v «S ••;a.o. 148vJ. Wo tractf of the clergy 

survives among tne recorJs consulted for this study; the 
collection in the A.S.*'. contains material on the city and

Terr i tori o only, cfr. J'<IUt? GLIO 'J^stiuti i/adovaoi 1 cit.
542. In 1488 '"the Council supported clergy proteso againat the levying 

of i'apttl decime (cfr. above p and lu 61) togrtuer v»i*h unaate* 
deaiandcd by Fope Innocent Viil, see A.S.iJ . Atti reg. Vll c. 153r 
and 154v-C5r, 29 and 31 J^n. 1488, c. 17iv-72r 2d and 30 June 1488. 
In i4db-8V, in the wake of the AVQ^^dgri's visit, the Council 
protected against the over-vigorous collection of .datlie, decime 
and *apal daciae arrears by tJartoiomeo c\e' Kos^.i; see .-\.^.r> . Ducali 
reg. E c, 6()y 2~Sept. 1488 t A.S.V. Serenissima Signoria Lettere



Torra, I (14b6), letters dated 25 Oct. and 15 Nov. 1483, and 
J A.3.i\ Att4 reg. Vil c. 189r-90v IS Nov. 14fcc, c. 1^4v-36r 1 Aug. 

148<J, c, a4o 19 5e pt. 14U9, c. 241r 13 Oct. 14B9 (answered in A.S.P. 
Ouculi re-, ,/»rde c. 71v-73r 13 ^ug. 1439). Vhe only other signs 
of friendly interest were shown in 14l>3, (.see .1.^.;-. Atti reg. VIII 
c, odr b Jec. 1493), when the clergy learei; t^e consequences of 
Alexander /Us iuvastigeitivm of d^eJLme ^aid under his ^redaces^ori 
tne Council was, of course, prepared to chaiupion individual t >roblems 
with payment or ciaiias to extiuptioa, e£»ciuwin£ t:*e contentious is.*uo 
of tax-sharing between city and clergy us overall units v cfr.jt 2o^' c 

5451. lo avoia confuwion tae oenute in 1477 ordered benefice-holders tc
P*v .i!££lHS. wherever their benefices were on trie tax-lifats, wee A.8.V. 
-Senate Xerra re^. 7 c, 17Uv 30 Jane 11/7. Jut Cardinal Foscari, 
bisbo^ of i adua froai MBi-85, -.aid in /euice, (,...,. . Uucaii rag. 
i> c. 7v 4 July 1 IBS; $ His successor daro^^i paid the Governatori 
in tue capital^ (^deai reg. F c f 79r and 39v 7 -July 15^1 an* 5 July 
150^), as did^'-arriinal inichiel co >!..end<3tory of tue city church of 
S.iioi"ia,£tnd the monastery of o.aiovantsi di Vordara, (Idem reg. F 
C. 49v and 53v f 1 ^ov. 1498 arid 8 July 149f»j c. 89v 23 June 15C)2).

544. For its use in da dig collection see e.g. A.S./. l>ieci Mi&tt, reg. 16 
C. 13^ir 29 July |.403. For the j^^J2S» see t.S.V. ceuato Terra reg» 5 
c. li^Cv 8 June 1485; .se-^uestratioa orders and relaied documents ar« 
Recorded for over 75> of the years considered in this study, and tho 
process ar; t>ear& to have been virtually automatic.

545. For authorization^ of the xatter practice, see e.j;. >.K>.V. Uenato 
Terra reg. 6 c. 135v H.: June 1471, reg. 7 c. 9v ly dime 1473; and 
examples in the ttoges of the reg^. of ^».i f jt . Caiaer^ e Cance^ieria 
Fiecale - reg. j.l entry dated 4 Aug. l4i>5, M the lawyer Bertuccio 
3ar;;arotto surety for the monastery of the "renitani*

546. Sefjord^rs frora tixe beginning and enn of our period: A.iJ.V. Senato 
Terra reL,. 6 c. Io5>r 39 nay 1471, r,.S.; . fuctili rt-j,. J?" c. 33 iu 
Nay 1496, c. 62v 25 May 15u,' f reg. CK c. ^ b ouly 1505.

547. The ^>av.t took it ujx>n themselves to fertile JfcciRm ratings, see
A.S. . Jucali rc^, C c. Vbv J£? t iu£. 1.47G, or ^ive teiamporury exempt- 
io?>s, see idem c. 8iv 26 sept. 1481. In 1481 the iiil\5oria issued 
a reuind«2i: t.'iat only the r^triarch coulci chrnugfe the decimo books, 
idem c. Blr 17 je.j>t. 1481, ami in I486 declared nuij orders Oy 
the v> ivi conceding delays in coliectioti, I den; reg, *J c. 17v 19 July 
148o. t lie independent moaientur. of executive authority defied the 
Senate* s detercii nation to reserve financial minutiae for its own 
decision, see n.s.V. .Senato Terra re;;,, b c. 7o 10 Oct. 14t>9, A.S.*'. 
tfucaii reg* E c. &9v C Oct. 143d, A.S.V. Scnato Terra reg. 12 c. 115v 
IS Oct. i4i*5, A.tt.fc'. Uucaii reg. i' c. 37r 6 July 11£7, ;».3.V, Senate 
ierra reg. 15 c, 5lv 7 t\ovr. 1C04 ana c. luov 25 Jan. 1500. those 
orders against encroachments by the .^^.norj^a, ^ayi and city ^^t
end with the delegation to tne CoJ^^ejy^o fjr review ofl.a whole series 
of annulled exen«i-tiO' 3 - ia elxect aa auisiis^ion oi its/akility to
deal with the matters -ivhich it reserved so 

548. A.S./. Senato Ter <- r&g. (i c. 7dr 18 -! ov. 
54$. Idem c. \)7t 16 Aug. 147d.
550. bee /..,».. . i>ucali re-^t G c. t)5r 7 June 146LJ, a ruling by the i'rovv-' 

cditori apj»ra J_e ^»?*t»5£S. incur^or**tiat; tieaite lawu of iVovember 14G9 
and iJay 147^, and a Si^ nor .i.a ruling of 14 July 1474; A.^.iT. ^enato 
Terra reg. 8 «. 50v 3 Jec. 1478.

551. ;»ee A.a.i-'. Ducaii reg. G c. 9Oi- 22 ISay 1^8".
552. Cfr t tiu due. ale in n. 5ol, oflectiny the disi:iii»a:»l of Fosca's pre- 

Oecessor; Idem c. 96v J3 See. 1483, instructions to Posca, and rog» 
Oc. lv-2r 13 Aug. 1484, Ins true t.Loas for both »'osca anfl the clergy 
da_dle exactor.

553. .>ec> IT.o.i'. ^enuto Terra re 0 . y c. 4JV Jl i\ov. llbo, tae senate had
hoped - wit' the changes wrought by t>adoer f s tour - to clear arrears 
by tho harvest of 14«4. Soe A.S.I . Bucali rfe^« *> «• i?v *>* July I486,



B53. reg. fi c . 14r 20 Sept. I486, c. 30v-31r and 31v - 24 July and 1 
cont.j Aug. 1487: collection included a tour of the distretti. with the

Sifinoria demanding money and statements of receipts in a peremptory 
tone*

K*R* Cfr * P ^ f ttnd the ref«*®nc*s in n. 532.
S&5. AS insistence from Venice on the set limits turned into demands 

^ that he render accounts and refund the state, Posca held his job 
until at least July 1501 - see A.S.P. Oucali reg. F c. 48v 13 
Oct. 1498$ A.S.P. Letlere ai uettori i ((1500-1506) letter dated 
24 July 1501j A. S. P. Ducali reg. F c. 80v 16 Nov. 1501, c. 85r-86v 
30 15(>2. For later developments, see above p l^^and n. **Z.

556. one of the measures proposed in the 1480s to reform collection 
from the Paduan clergy was the constitution of a special group 
of eight bailiffs to levy da die and decline, so as to end muddle 
and dishonest practice - A.S.P. Due all reg. i) c. lv-2r 13 Aug. 
1484, c. 6r 31 Jan. 1485.

557. Venice's defeat in 1509 by the League of Cambrai led directly to 
a revision of the state's rights over the clergy, forced on the 
Signoria by Pope Julius II - but the practical effects of change, 
which supposedly concerned taxation, were never strongly in evid­ 
ence. Venetian church-state relations do not concern us here, (for 
indications of mat era referred to here, see F.S&NECA Venezia e Papa 
Giulio II (Padua 1962) and A.STiiLLA Chiesa e State nelie Belazioni 
dei NMnzi * ontif ici a Venezia (£itta del Vaticano 1964) ). It does 
appear from the reports of returning governors of Padua in the mid* 
16th century that clerical decime (a* well as dadie) remained a 
steady feature of the Camera's receipts - cfr. iielazioni dei Rettori 
Veneti. IV pp. 45, 50 (for 1S54 and 1557). ~* —————

558 * o'ecime Oucali re«« c c « 8Ov 18 Sept. 1481 - a reminder that the 
exemtions^exempions in favour of hospitals were to ap^ly only if their re­ 
venues were in fact used in care of the needy} after investigation 
ordered by the Senate in 1468-69 (A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 6 c. 33v 
3O Aug. 1468, e, 59r 27 July 1469;, the Coliegio declared all 
hospitals outside Venice exempt as well as certain observant houses, 
the whole matter being further clarified by the special * roweditore 
Contarini in 1480, (A.S.P. Territorio vol. 175 order of tue Coliegio 
dated 22 Aug. 1469, A«&*P. Ducali reg* C c. 68v-69r 4 Aug. and 3 
Oct. 1480). of a total of 14 exempt houses, the most important were 
those of S.Maria di iietlemme, S.Maria di Hisericordia, S.Anna, 6. 
Chiara all'Arcella and Beata felena. Dazi exemptions are not recorded 
in any single document, but dispersed through the records.

559. See A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. 316r 18 July 1482, reg. VIII c. lOOv 
10 Jan. 1495, reg. IX c. 189r 3 Jan. 1506.

560. See above p^>. l^and n. 376; A.S.P. Oucali reg. Be. 95v 10 Apr.
1465f A.S.P. Atti reg. VII cc. I2r, 16, 33v-34v, 44v-45r, 244v-45r, 
260r-61r, 274r, 274v| A.S.P. Ducali reg. £ c. 92 15 Dec. 1490.

561. Cfr. n. 547} see A.S.P. Atti reg. IX c. 178v-79r 23 Apr. 1505. For 
evidence of other exemptions reviewsd at this time, see A»S.i « 
Ducali reg. G c, A 21 5 May 15O5, c. 34v 16 July 1507.

562. ^he tax exemptions obtained on behalf of these institutions were
only one aspect of what was often comprehensive Council-patronized 
assistance in their administration - a fact seldom apparent in 
ed. C. BELLI NATI and L.PUPil Padova. lias i lie he e Chiese (Vicenza 
1975, 2 voll.), which does not investigate its subjects on the 
lines suggested in VUNTURA Nobilta e Popolo cit., esp. p. 43o. 
Archival information on these and other examples (the churches of 
S.Antonio and S.Giuatina, to name but two) cannot reasonably be 
included here, but F.DONDI Dell'OROLOGIO Dissertazione Nona sopra 
1'Istoria Bcclesiastiea Padovana (Padua 1817) covers much of the 
grouni, including the monastery at Monteortone (founded in 1452,

see pp. 25 ff f j, and the Dominican house at the Bassanvllo* (begun



sent.)
562. in 1499 f •«« p. 81).
563. Cfr. above p. 1} hand n. 415, pp. ITT4 and n. 426; also FIN* BRANCA 

'11 Comune' XCVI pp. 739-43.
oo«. For all the above, see the lengthy analysis in PINO BRANCA 'II

Conmne' XCIII p t>. 924-935, and XCVI pp. 750-54 (discussion of the 
two 1A»ts, of which the first is by far the wore important).

505. See A.S.P. Oucali reg. F. c. 21v 11 July 1476 and 5 Mar. 1477; A.S.P. 
Atti reg. VI c. 358r 4 May 1483; Dueall reg. G c. 39v-41r 7 May 
1483, ruling by the Proweditori sopra le Camere, concerned mainly 
with Venetians' houses round Hove di Sacco, after a hearing in 
which piove's representatives sided w.ith the Venetians against 
Padua;Atti reg. VI c. 39tiv-99r and 399v, 21 and 27 Mar. 1484; Ducali 
reg. DC. 3v 10 Nov. 1484; Atti reg. VII c. 189r-190v 18 Nov. 1488, 
c. 238v-39r 2 Sept. 1489, reg. VIII c. 97v 13 iJec. 1494, c. Ill 
24 Jan. 1495; Oucali reg. F c. 36r 28 Apr. 1497; Atti reg. VIII 
c. 2o8v 22 June 1497, c. 308r-O9r 14 Jan. 15O1; A.S.V. senate Terra 
re&. 14 c. 9Ov-lr 9 June 15U2 - it was then one of the issues of 
the dispute between city and territorio, with opinions differing 
over the tax status of such possessions built or acquired between 
one general reform of the fuoghi and another, and consequently over 
the tax rating of the villages concerned, (cfr. p l^ncl nn. 464-66).

566. See Bilane A ^Ge neral i p. 127, a law of 15 Mar. 1454 criticized the 
under-deelaration of terraferma wealth, proposing remedies.

567. See A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 5 c. 41, 52r, G4r f 56rf 57v, 58r - 15
June, 17 and 26 oept., 6, 13 and 19 Oct. 1463. 

568* See A.S.V. Senate Terra reg. 6 c. 124r 13 Mar. 1471, c. 154r 10
Jan. 1472; re&. 7 c. 46r 28 July 1494, c. 87v 15 S pt. 1475, (cfr.
PX1» BRANCA 'II Comune 1 XCVI p. 746). *

569. See A.S.V. Seaato^Terra reg. 7 c. Sir 3 Sept. 1474, reg. 8 c. 27v
20 Oct. 1478; A.S.P. Uucali reg. C c. 75v 17 and 21 May 1481; cfr. 
a* 114 above, reference to a sale in 1481 by an official of the 
Governatori•

570. See A«S,V« Senate ferra r»gf X. c. 187v 15 Nov. 1477, c. 194* 22 
Jan. 1478.

571. Cfr. above, Section II -(2).
572. See A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. 437r 14 July 1485; A.S.P. Ducali reg. 

Verde c. 113 ff. - 11 and 19 Aug. 1485, followed by copies of 
previous material subeiitteeU Cfr. above p./^1and n. 136; and PINO 
BRANCA 'II Comune' XCIII p. *34~35 (events in 1447-48).

573. A.S.P. Atti reg. VII c. 189r-19i^ 18 Nov. 1488.
574. See A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 13 c. 7dv-79r Ib Dec. 1494, c. 151

27 June 1496, reg. 13 c. 153r 30 Oct. 150U, reg. 14 c. 13O* 9 Jan. 
1503. A new decima cat as to was ordered in 1507 - cfr. Idem reg. 15 
c. 195, 198s 26 Oct. and 16 Nov. 1907. For the 1499 figures, see 
Bilurxi Generali pp. 171-73.

575. See A.S.P. Ducali reg. Rubeo c. 209r-llr 28 Mar. 1464, c. 225v 
13 May 1469.

576. See A.S.V. Senato Terra reg. 6 c. 91r 17 June 1470; see A.S.P. Atti 
reg. V c. 79 2 Aug. 1471 - with the Camera del Comune (but are the 
Provvedito.ri meant?) levying from da die debtors, Paduan represent­ 
atives in the capital were to request that they proceed against 
Venetians; Idem c. 131r 23 i)ec. 1472.

577. Idem c. 178 15 Dec. 1473, c. 179r-82v 22 Dec. 1473 (new term for
the collector, including a clause instructing collection 'indiffer- 
enter* front all Venetians, c. 20327 Jan. 1474; reg. VI c. 57v-8r 
and 59r-61v, 0 and 16 Aug. 1476. Cfr. A.S.P. Uucali reg. C c. 21v 
11 July 1476, the Savi alie C nzude were levying in Venice; c. 52r
14 Sept. 1479, c. 60v-61r 15 May 1480 - evidence of dadle work in 
the Caaera by Taddeo Contarini (cfr. above pp. Hand mi. 126-29); 
see A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. 398v-99r and 399v, 21 and 27 Mar. 1484, 
A.S.P. Ducali reg. 0 c. 3r 10 Nov. 1484, reg. Verde c. 5or-51r
15 Mar. 1485.



678. S«e PINO BRANCA «I1 Conune' XCIII «>. 935, ducale of 14 Dec. 1469.
679. See the ducale of Mar. 1485 (above n. 577) "and A.S.P. Ueputati e 

Cancelleria rsg. 3 c. 70v 13 Feb. I486, he was at first Andrea 
Usnago, a Camera scribe (above » f^K and n. 217); the 1488 dadie 
accounts and later documents name Renier Venier, see A.S.P. Atti 
reg. VIII c. 193v-95v 18 Mar. 1497 f reg, VII c. 337r 4 Sept. 1491, 
A.S.i*. Dueall reg. F c. 21 9 Oct., 4 and 12 Nov. 1494 (instructions 

u fro» the Provveditori to V nier). For other activity by Venier on 
behalf of the Provveditori? see n. 208 above; and for their cont­ 
inuing involvement in~datiie collection s«e 4.&.V, senato Terra reg. 

n 15 c. 44r 11 Aug. 15O4. For Venier'» fall and his replacement, see 
• P-l^and n. 216 above; A.S.V. Cassa del la flolla Oucale, Urazie vol. 

27 (1501-1575), entry dated 15 Nov. 1501; A.S.P. Lettere ai Rettori 
vol. I (1500-06), letters dated 28 and 31 July 1503.

580. SANUDO Diaril III 1381-82 4 Fob. 1501; cfr. n. 455 above.
581. See PRIULI Oiarii IV pp. 7-8, 50.
582. Existing studies are largely dependent on Padua's 15th century pre­ 

sentation of lists and claims, rrlull's comments, and figures for 
the later 16th and early 17th centuries. Apart from PINO BRANCA 
(see n. 564 above), see VENTURA Nobilta e Pomelo pp. 174-76 and nn. 
11-12; S.J. l*Ot>LF 'Venice and the Terrafenna. Problems of the Change 
from Commercial to LanU«d Activities*, Bellettino dell *Istituto di 
del la societa e dello Stato reneasiano IV 1962; D.BiiLXRAMI La Pen- 
etragione &conomica dej Venezianl in Yerraferma. Forze di Layoro 
e Propriety Fondiarift nelle'fcamyaftne VeneU dei S coli XVII e XVI11 
Venice-Rome 1961; LA££ARINI 'iieni Carraresi* cit.; BUNARDI 'I Ri- 
belli Padovani 1 cit. pp. 318-19; also STl^R i,andownership and Rural

\ Conditiona cit. P-. 259-2i;2» and as above in n. 455. For the mid- 
sixteenth century reports, see DALL'ABACO Stato di Padova (cit. n. 
455 above): of BUO^OOO campj total 6O0 9 OUO were cultivated, 2OO,oOO 
the property of Venetian laymen and 2OO,OOO of the Padaan and Venet­ 
ian churches, the returning Podesta of Padua in 1549 remarked that 
*... comprandosi da* venitiani ^uotidianamente et levandosi li beni 
dal estimo de* paduani, et ponendoli alie condition venitiani (i.e, 
that they paid the dadia delle lanz« only) restano sempre piu aggrav- 
ati li patuani' (by heavier shares of the other taxes; he meant 
principally the territorioj. He reckoned arable land to be half of 
the province's 800,000 campi. a quarter belonging to lay Venetians, 
a twelfth to Venetian churches, (see Relazioni dei Rettori Veneti IV 
pp. 19-20, 21 j. His successor in 1554 (Idem p. 38), discarding 2OO tOOO 
tlnutili* from a total of 8OO,OOO earned, gave 200,000 to lay Venetians 
and 2OO 9 OOO to the'^Papuan and Venetian churches. For later 16th and 
early 17th century figures, see ilOOLF op. cit. pp. 421-22.

583. See *OGLF op. cit. pp.421-22, quoting BtuLTRAMI op. cit. pp. 48-51;
for the debate on Venetian attitudes to land-purchasing and -possess­ 
ion, and changes in it, see (among others) WOOLF op. cit. pp. 428- 
429 and A.V&NTURA 'Considerazioni sull'Agricoltura Veneta e sulla 
Accumulazione Originaria del Capitale nei Secoli XVI e XVII 1 , in 
Studi Storici IX 1968, pp. 675-78; the latter is especially valuable 
for its discussion of 16th century land-clearing.

584. See Wo LF op. cit. p. 422 n* 22; VBMXIUU 'Considerazioni' cit. offers 
interesting but partial statistics of 16th century land-clearing.

585. See above pi}} and n. 425 - though for its tadie status cfr. p. l><? 
and n. 431, and for personal dadie exemptions see p< ("j-J and n. 434.

586. The Venetian records are ripe for examination, since they contain
under A.S.V. Bavci Savi sopra le Oecime a survey carried out in the 
interval of peace after 1517, entitled Condizione de' nobili e 
cittadini veneti per beni in Padova e territorio, 1518-1523.

587. See above pp/$-0(and nn. 472-75.
588. For the accounts' location, see n. 459 above; in the first two years 

they cover Venetians paid an average of L. 6,632 15 s. 3d.- 
(1486-87). The total for 1492-93 is L. 8,806 19 s. 1 d., though



K iOC* n° accounta 'or the territorio were included, ™<f total 
borrow from information on Venetians paying with the Padovano 
« previous two years' accounts.
See SAVIOLO Compopdio cit. p. 10; P1NO BRANCA 'II Comune' XCIII 
p. 355 "corrects 1 * S*violo*s figures, without explaining how or 
why - but his result* ap^ar little different, and he repeats 
Saviolo'a figure of just over 45,OOO campi which according to 
the survey had been in Venetian possession since 1446 or before.

590. see above ppw^and nn. 472-75.
591. On trends in church landowning cfr. p^WanA nn* 469-71, p f^and 

nn. 454-55 ubove.
592. See *>1WO 1JKANCA »I1 Comune^pJJ 932-34, 1252-55, 1267 ff. f 1261 ff.
m»3. Cfr. p T#and nn, 14-15 above, also (mpre specifically) PINO

BRANCA loo* clt. p. 1257 n. 1, listing direct tax paid through the 
century; pp. i^GG ff., discussion of the urestifro. whose imposition 
ended with the t'eace of Lodi, and early evidence of the faming out 
°* rtft^f collection; see ^. 1203-55, the an ual daOie total of 
L. 136,80u (worth ;>. 24,OU; at the rat* of i>.l » L. 5 14 s., soon 
to become D. 1 * L. 6 4s.) beca«e stable in the 144Q*. For the 
J&&&£ collector and the &aer$enca of standard contractual terms, 
aeo uiw>vo pl<Kant nn. &>o-Ol| in 1473 the Council discussed dividing 
*** dytif contract, (s«o A.S.P. Atti rog. V c. 174v, 177r 3 and 13 
0«0« 1473), but the nouinal responsibility was tied to a single 
appointment, although the ifork might be shared* A partnership w a 
elected ia 1473, but th« iiwuadiaie retirenent of Antonio da Vigbnam 
to b«€<Nse principal guarantor for his partner Giovaani Barisono 
suggests that tue alliance was purely for electoral ;>urposes - efr. 

, A.S.P. Attl reg, VI c./los* a «Ian* 9 to Feb. 1476j the other elect- 
iona in thi« period were of single individuals. Extraordinary tax­ 
ation, e.g. the subsidy of 1472, ivas confided to iKeparate collectors, 
though the small, temporary increases in the «jadie rate authorized 
by the city Council were collected with the main dadia* (sea A.S.P* 
Att* reg. V c* l28v-2Hr 22 Uec. 1472, appointment of five collectors)*

a»4* See A.3.^. Atti reg. IV c. 334v-30r 31 /iug. 14iig, c. 339v-4Ov 24 
Oct. 1469} A.S.P. Ducali reg. iiubeo c. 225, 13 Sept., 10 Oct. and 
7 Nov. 1469. Pabiani was retained two years later without an open 
election. Idea reg. V c. 71v 5 June 1471.

595. See A.3.V. Died <!iat£ reg. 18 c. 2lor 2i» Feb. 1477, reg. 19 c. 4ttr 
30 Apr^ 1477; for the 1473 election see n. 693 above - there ia no 
Mention of the outgoing collector (Antonio Piaacorain) as candidate. 
He had been elected in &ec« 1473 for 1474*75, and renewed aithout 
an o^en election - see A.3.i'« Atti reg* V c. 179*-82v 22 Dec. 1473, 
c. 267r 28 Aug. 1475.

596. Cfr. n. 54 above, dealings between Colieone's representatives and 
UaUie collectors indicate delays in collection,

597. Apart frora landowners* protection of their gaataidi, consider the 
protection that owners of exempt property could offer, or the ad­ 
vantage that citizens touring the proviove to revise the fuokni 
could procure. The religious hc>*;a»es were particularly veil 'placed 
to protect their tenants; many ^o&t»e*4»ed long-standing privileges, 
and they could lobby to goad effect in Venice - see e.g. A.S.P. 
Ducali reg. Hubeo c. 234 24 Mar. 1468, tue village of Oagnoli's 

rating was protected against increase, as it had been in
1458 after flood damage, through the influence of its monastery, 
the principal local landowner and tied to the Venetian monks of 
S. Spirito» (cfr. .uuUmiA 11 'fetvitorio Fadovano Illustrate. 
1862, III p. 238;.
Cfr. above Section III (2), esp. pp. D^Gand nn. 415-424, p. 
and n. 441. See e.g. A*$.P. Oeputati e Canceller!* reg. 3 c. 3r, 
order of 14 Jan. 1475 effecting a due ale of 14 May 1474: the V- 
'uojco share of Montecchla, owing to its temporary exemption froS

was to be levied from the other villages of the Vicariate of



598. Teolo. SOkflELLI »U Cowune Rural* eit. p. 299 and n. 2 notes the 
incidence of exemptions in the APi,ennine villages, but dots not 
•tate whether tax was re-distributed or the total due diminished. 
Venice followed the same policy towards clerical tax debt, setting 
terns for paywent and only rarely writing off suais due, though it 
proved necessary with the i'aduah-^urmelites even before their 
church fell down and earned them exemption so as to facilitate 
rebuilding, (see A.S.P. l>u*ali reg. 6 c. 91v-92r 30 June 1463, c. 
100 r 26 May 1484, reg. D e. 8v 16 July 1486, and above p<2^and 
°* °62j the coiiaPB« occurred in early 149i;«
Cfr. above pj/^ and nn. 526-29; for later Uettori^ report* con­ 
cerning the i'adovano, see the swat.; ry and comments in 
aoi Kettori V«yt£ IV, Pi,. XXIV-V. The 16th century situation has 
been studied in detail in A. PING BRAtCA t L > &secu2ion» Fo««ata per 
2>ebi$i d'iuposta nelia Legislations Finanziaria Padovonav , in

n.s. XX 1933, and wuch of what follows derives from this
article*

600. See A.S.P. Atti reg. IV c. 334v-36v 31 Aug. 1460, clause 12 of 
the contract proposed for Antonio Koberti; see e.g. I den reg. V 
c. 76v 19 June 1471, Antonio Pi^acomin (collector fro* 1474*77) 
served as i4assaro to Kuxiero de 4 jpabioni; Idem reg. VI c. lo r 
5 Jan. 1473.

60|* i>ee regg. 1-111, LXX1X of A.S.i'. Camera e Cancel loria Fiscal©, 
pu^sini; e.g. reg. 11 entry of 8 July 1495 and reg. Ill entry of 
27 Aufe. 1496, action by the current collector (Fabiano de» Fabianl) 
against a certain Bonincontro de f Bravi*

602. Seo above p^^and n. S69, p^and mu 576-79.
603. SBe A*S.^» oucali reg. K c. 40r-43v 3 July 14H8, clause 19; Idea

reg. F c. 99 24 May 1503. the Captain's orders, reinforcing other* 
emitted by Venetian authority on preeeding occasions, seen to bo 
a deliberate abortion of control over the Camera, siaoo the city 
Council had tuc&ied the problem only four months earlier - see 
A.&.P. Atti reg. IX c. 80r 21 Jan. 1903. For the summary procedure 
allowed ia distraint for tax debt, seo FIND IHUIICA *L'i^sec«£ione 
Foraata' eit. p. 30. une of the Qamara, ,dfi Pe^ni^ losses to the 
Venetian Capera i'^gcale was responsibslit^For the (lucrative) salo 
of the pledges of lending Jews - see A. ->..". Atti tteg. V c, 108r, 
lilv-13r, 124: 7 and 11 Jan., Aug. 1472| A.b,*'. Due all reg. B c. 
137v 11 July 1472, reg. Verde e. 43v 25 Aug. 1472s and FIND BBA2&A 
Op. eit. pp. 27-28, 32-33.

604. See A.S.«J . Territorio vol. 173 due ale dated 13 Feb. 1470 - and in 
general the regg. cited in n. 601 above. - •

606. See in general i'iNO B&ANCA op. eit. pp. 39-44$ for this quote see 
A.S.*J . Ducali reg. £ c. 45v-46r, a Senate law of 19 Jan. 1408 
addressed to the whole

606. See PIKO WUNCA op. Oit. pi>.
607. See A.S.F. Oucali reg. & c. 109 ducal* of 2 Sept. 1473, and enforc­ 

ing order by the ggttojpj and CaweriUu^hi 8 the action taken was a 
ban on levying by any official not on th* Vice-Col lateral's books 
for aoneys duo to the ^lamera, and repeated insistence An the sot 
rates of payment. Besides His military duties (above p% 3? *** 
an* 67-6S) the Vice-collateral controllod the pay and expenses 
Of the gate guards, get tori *s of icial* and various public works, 
see A.i>.^. Ducali reg.~£ c* 40v-41r 3 July 1488, c. 61r 7 ^ept.

^w,> 1483.
608. See above pp Inland nn. 148-152, p 13^ and n. 250, p!3<f and n. 283.
609. In 1474 the current collector expressed concern at limitations in- 

pesftd on his choice of officials, see A.S.r. Atti reg, V c. J*.l 
28 Nay 1474; in 14 Jl Cidera reg. VI 1 c. 33ftv-37r 4 £>ept. 1491), 
with the air of acotpting a fait accompli, the Council insisted 
that official* of the Uettori levying for the collector be subject 
to the SOJM financial sage guards an com iandadori. scattered entries



600. in the re^t of A.S.I'. Caawra e Caocolleria fiscal* confirm that 
Uont.> thia ura* the trend - e.g. leg. i f ontrloa of 7 Apr. ond 13 AU&. 

1492; sureties given by a night guaxd and a former (Venetian) 
public official, sponsored by the v^a^itnOQ del.^eyedo, before en­ 
gaging in levying. See A.s.*>. Jucali rag. v.ide c. 131v 8 Feb. 15o9| 
1 was not able to cheek whether this limitation was observed in 
later years.

610. A.S.i-. feucali reg. & c, 42 3 July 1486| efr. n. 6o5, the law of 1458.
oil. See A.&.P, uucali reg. F c. bt»r-67r & July 1500* For disciplinary 

action see e.g. n.&.V. Servnis&ina i&uoria Juettere Terra, I (1468) 
letter dated 16 Nov, 1488 concerning the recovery of dadig levied 
and kvitheld by two

612* See A.S.P. i)ucali reg. G c. 3-5r 21 Sept. 1503, and the ducale of 
1509 cited in n, 609 above.
See the 142O statute**, s. 3. P. 1236 c. 153v-S5r (book II rubric 18), 
statute of 142G; these redemption rights, in theory satisfied by 
30 days notice to interested parties of the coming sale, could acquire 
* longer life-span w see e.g. A.S.i . imcali reg. F c. 23v 24 i>ept. 
1491, the jbind«.ci di ypri ^ferBia aniiulled a sale of 14 June 1477 after 
a relative had ofiered to i>ay the buyer's price of purchase, expenses 
and improvements. The oigaoria's ruling on neighbours' and relatives' 
rights W44S dated 28 June 1445, (to be foi.owtd on 1 Oct. 1450 by 
another permitting sale of property dibtraiacu for tax after only 
8 days), see PifiO ttRAJCA ^'lusecuasione Forzata* cit. in n. bu3 above, 
and Ii>t^i '11 Comune* XCVI p. 74*i. For the Council's protests, see 
A.i>.i . Atts r«ti. VII c. 23r 4 June 1480, c. 33v~34r ^9 July i486

livello question, and the right of the distrained to re T purchase); 
.^>.i . ^ucali re^. i> c. «&r 5 -iar. 1487, the bignoria W ' . » null a 

habetur ratio cohere utituH et prpp^n^uorum aut uliorura* ; A.s.F. Atti 
r«g. vli c.iolv 18 Apr. la6b," ugaiu^t suat aiy procedure for property 
sold by the fisc after seizure frota those owing debtors of the fisc * 
a point which Venice allowed, A.5.i*. £»ucali ret,. E';H;« 55v 23 Apr. 
14oo. Gfr. instructions to Ciemente i'hedaldini on tour in 1492, 
(in hi a cou^iw ,ioa of 23 Oct., sfe n. 208 above;, '.. in hoe servari 
non debere atatuta* .

614. C.fr. n. 601, Uouittcontro de 1 Uravi had also had property sold in
1474, 1475 and 1477, when buyers included Antonio i izacomin i former 

collector), Fafaiani, and the Camera i-'iacale's notary
Mar in - see A.S»^. De^utati e Cancel iaria re ,. 2 c. 87r ff« 14 June 
14?y, listing arfaot£i to be struck off iiravi's oat into rating. 

015. ^ou A.d. ••. iiucaii i^g. F c, l?v-18r 7 June 1494, c. 24r 11 May 1495, 
instructions from tUe i^rov^editori ao^rq ...le ^amere for i^enier Venier 
(efr. a&ovo n. J^udJ; and ^.^*V. %naio Terra ro ,. 14 c. 124v 3 i)ec. 

(«JINO BiUNGA *il Cotnune* XOlIi ^. . I2fti-o5j cancellation of 
of tue 15Uv wine daziere's property because below the reserve 

price set* ^
616. On this theme see ViSNWRA Nojbilta j| j^o^olg pp. 182-83, citing

uLOiilA i>ell * Ajer ic ol tura cit* ,^. 268-69, 278, 2B3-86 a^ .veil as 
the corresponding portrayal in contemporary 'popular* literature. 
See specifically A.S.t'. Due all reg. i<ubeo c. 242r 4 i>ec. 1458; A.S.V. 
Sehats Terra reg. 1 c. 184v ad ^ec* 1461; A.^.?, Jucali reg. Verde 
c. 82 8 Jan. 1467.

617. -»e« ULUiUA op. cit. p 4 --• 274-73 (and PINO aiLuXA 'L'Esecuzione Forzata' 
cit. p* 26, Jhich also deals with this ^ue^tion).

618. £ee A.5.1*. i>ucali reg. i> c. ->-r 14 Kar. 1487, Luca Fosoa (above p
and n. 552 fl«) had seized livestock of the monastery of S.Giustina} 

~ /i.j.i'. Coraera e Canceelticia Fiscal e re0 . 2 entry dated 10 July 1495, 
the Jew oala»oncino (lending at * iove di °acco) handed over for his 
debt to the Caper* two debtors of his own, fron whom two oxen and 
a cow were taken; A.S.I . Lettere ai Hettori I (150-06), letter of 
11 Nov. 1502, the ^.ode.a.tft of Caiuposaapiero took corrective action 
over a seizure for private debt, B*de by an authorized official 
oxen, cows and horses.



619. See A.S.I*. reg. C c . 24v-25v 8 June 1477| A«*.f>. Atti reg. VII
C * 16 5 Apr * 1486» c « 330w-31v and 232v-33r, 13 and 30 July 1439. 
An indication may be had frofc the experience of Tregnago in the 
Verone3e: ia the brief period studied all the city Vicars sent to 
the district, with only one exception, reaofrted to distraint s/rdera
•gainst the Commune to obtain their pay; and in 1806-07 nine leisure* 
were made for Tregnajo's part in the digging of the new Orenta 
bed; trips to the city to recover pledges seiaed were frequent -
•ee FSUiiAFU 'Un Cowuao f cit. pp. 248-40, 252-53, 254. 

621* £$e A,3,P. Ducali reg. Rubeo c. 331 r 8 May 1464, in favour of
Antonio Qatolino of V«l aell'abbatef 4.3.P. Atti V c. 221 25 Hay
1474, raferrins to a ducale of 31 Oct. 1470. 

622* TreiAiijnon is on the 3renta, northwest of i'aiua; see A.S.P. Ducali
reg. tferae c. i$v 15 bapt. 1432. For aecuiB&Utad tax debts, see
tat 1477 liata in Idea reg, C c. 26v-27r, 23.

623. tfse e.g. A.3.P. Tor itorio vol. 401 c. 50 jucolo of 4 3opt« 1506.
624. The seizure of cot&junal property should have been preveated by 

Venetian protaotivo legislation, Cefr. tho study by tfESSARI* a. 
426 above), but tlia regg. in Padua and Venice do not su? ort thia 
view, see A.s.V. Seaato Terra rag. 10 c. a 10 Apr. 1130, the 3o^ato 
intervened to black th$ sale of ^oaseiice'o fisheries to pay off a 
L. 5v 0uc tax debt, accepting the commuuo'a request for term* to *ay; 
A.;3*P, tottore ni Ketlari, I (1500-06), l«tt-or datad 1C July 1501, 
^nt ^O^^-pta of Montajnan.i Jwlayod sale of tho coai rune's .ill ponding 
aa appeal hearing la Venice* Those two examples concern two of the 
largest communes of the Padovano, protected by partially independent 
Venetian govarnors - in 1503 (loc. cit* letter dated 16 Mar. 1603) 
the rPo<ie«^ of ^antagaaaa questioned it« alleged dadie debt, and 
forworJed its request for tcnas to pay. &o»allar co^.unes must have 
been lo^3 fortunate. On iapriooaoont fir debt, &ee A.S.F* Atti rog« 
V c. 257 3 Mar. 1475, rag. VI O 9llv 30 Mar. 1477; and *U5.P. Camera 
e Cancellcria Fissale vol. LMXIX , act datod 24 Apr. 1498.

625. Though officials f&»de levying their lifo - in 1537 the Kovigo Governor 
blaned ineffectual policing oa ht« o: icials' constant distraint 
tiork*- relatively few incidents survive in the records of violence 
offered to thoei, (thougli see e.^« at the turn of the century, A.;>.V.
•>ieci Lettere di ilettori b. 112, letter d^ted I Feb. ISfre frora 
Caatelbaldo; A.&.V. Scnato Terra reg. 13 c. 178r 20 Feb. 15O1, an 
incident at 3.&leaa, ao^r ^ste). the villagers were perhap* rea gned, 
porha^ hopeful of »oAe form of relief. The Si^noria did intervene 
in 14B7 at the request of the ?iove di ^acco distrettu -li to transfer 
iiiovaiini Hizzo, an of£icial f ... qui eos lac or at et devorat ac 
nulta& pecuniar per aan2ariam extor^uet 1 , (A.3.P. Ducali reg* E 
c* 33v 28 July 1467). But - rhetoric notwithstanding - its interests 
were pursued at the peasants' expense, as. the question of military 
faxe 'i^afces extre&ely clear J cfr. above p ^ and mi. 107-09.

626. See above p'^ and n. 465 - L. 20,000 every year represents on 
absolute minimum level of dadie paid late.

627. Delaying tactics were similar U> those of Oazicri with debts to
discharge - cfr. above ppjo? and a. 358 fl. Far too lengthy to report 
here iti the plentiful Venetian legislation of this period concerning 
conditions of £ale by the fisc, in which le&^l forms and claims 
tended to got cast aside. 3y 1547 the *'uduun podesta could report 
with pride '.. se .. vendono ancho li beni conditionatj et fidei 
coraciissj, otian transversali'; but his air of suggesting an except­ 
ional achievnoat surely betrays that the normal situation was oae 
of self-cancelling manoeuvres by fiscal officials and debtors, 
pleading, orierftng, threatening, appealing - and paying otoney into 
the i-xchequer with difficulty. (Gfr, I'fUuTO '11 Kogimo Fiscalo 1 
p. 665 and n. 125).

628. Cfr. n. 208 above.
^ Set Rcfiegig^' ^ (?eHoH tJe^e"t' ,V« \ fi°\>^°} fr

————— -———————————————————————————————— , y - , J



ior collectors' listing of debitor! buai on the city lists, see 
A.3.*'. AtLi re^. VIII c. 30v-3;iv 18 July 1492, c. 193v-95v 18 Mar. 
1497, c. 209v 16 Aug. 1497; in the accounts for 1486-91 they were 
worth about L. 1,300 of the city's annual total (nearly 3*»). fli« 
checking of past accounts draped on for 10 years: see A.o.r. Atti 
re&. VIII c. 269v and 270v - 21 and 25 Jan. 1499, c. 274r 10 Apr. 
1499, c. 299v 8 and 3O June 15OJ, reg. IK c. 9v 9 Mar. 1301, c. 144v 
7 Oct. 1504, c. 177v 26 Kar. 1505; A.3.i». i>uc**li reg, Verde c. 125 
17 Oct. 1507; A.S.I'. Deputati e Cancellersa reg. 5 c. 2lr 1 tfuly 
1507, c. 36r 18 Nov. 1&;7, c. 47v 20 Mar. 1508, c. 8»r 10 j>ec« 1508. 
The practice of listing dabitori busi was not only Paduan, see

pp. \Lll-lJi I, and VJiiN'JPUJlA Nobilta e *'o, olo p. 412
ff* (with details of later episodes and general comment on late, 
paytaent and evasion/.

630. &e«* A INU BlUMCA »il Cowime 1 XCIII pp. 887-88; Ms. B.P. 1236 b*ak 
5 rubric 1 *Je factiunibua ira^onendis et pena non aubstinentium 1 , 
ea,.. c. 347-48r (statute dated 12G9J and cc. ff.

631. See A.S.r Jucaii reg. Varde c. 03r 28 Iteb. 1488; A.d*i*. Atti reg* 
VIII c. 299r 30 ^pr. 15O^.

632. 4t«&«P. Atti vol. 47 repeats the 1488 qucale, and contains lists 
of nanes of election candidates for this period (see c. 511 and 
fi. ). Jut they are far from complete, andLtwo other examples from
the records se<*m to typify cun«n$ practice. In 1471 the candidates 

for election as Uassaro of the Camera del L Pegtti were given tea 
days, if elected, to clear any outstanding debts to the ^onamune, 
U.i.< . Atti reg. V c. 71r 24 -ay 1471). As a result of the 150a 
law Giangacoao Manzono was excluded in a 15 Jan. 1505 scrutiny for 
the of lie* of Quftdfraiere of tne Montaf; but he had served as its 
Massarc for a then unaudited term, U.S.P. Atti reg. VIII e. 278r 
12 May 1499, reg. IX c. 174v 8 Feb. 1505), besides previous service 
in it, (Idem reg. VIII c. 116r 26 Feb. 1495, c. 272r 27 Feb. 1499}; 
this disqualification should have excluded higi, but did not, Iron 
candidature for the city Council in «Jun. 1506. (candidate in the 
%u«o*ter of * onte Altinate for two rounds of veting, he was Hot elected, 
see A.&.P. Atti vol. 41 c. 53v ff, c. 59r).

633« An unexpected but interesting confirmation of the frequency of
tax debt is provided by the letters of two Venetian envoys to Milan, 
Sebastian &*doer and Benedetto "Trevisaii, who bought horses from a 
nuutber of Paduan citizens, all owing dadie against which the horses* 
prices were discounted - see <v & . . It. Vil 547 (85^9), the first 
leHer, dated 23 iMov. 149-!: (cfr* p kk and n. 1O5 above), j* or the 
situation in Venice, cfr. n,Ci<;3Si La^i^gojla^icme cit* p. CCLJUili, 
referring to the ' ..metodica inoaservan^a delie piu dure sanzioui* 
at the time of the 4or of Chiog^ia; and for the ^ambras campaign, 
»oe Ciii^Ji-ivi 'Venice in the Ctrisis* cit. tl >» 287-89, and Cu^,/:l 
'Authority and the ^*w* cit. pt/. 311-313.

634. Cfr. above p ^and n. 57, pp.l^and nn. 252-55, pp [ik-5 and nn. 261, 
262, 267.

635. In 1454 Padua (and Verona) had obtained exemption, see A.S.P. iHicali 
reg. Vurde e. 8Sr ill Uuiy 1454^ and &AW T^e CctntMune. of Verona eit. 
p. 2i)U| far subsequent ordura etc. «oe <».o.V. o^nato i'tJi a re^. 5 
c. 57r il Oct. 1463, c. 172v 11 »'ov, 1406 and reg. 6 c. 72r 5 Oct. 
1469; A.^».*J . Jucali rog* B c. 85v-86r 6 July 1464, c. 91 v 1 Mar. 
1465, reg. tiubeo c. 2O7r 13 Har. I4U5; A.o.P. .%tti reg. IV c. 2*&v 
24v 12 and 14 ^ug. 1467; A.S.i*. ^ucali rcg. $ c. 122v*23r 24 Aug. 

' 147O; A.&.V. Senate Xena reg. 6 c. 142r and 143v, 10 and 16 Sept. 
1471; A.S.i. Atti reg. V c. 55v 21 Jan. 1471, c. 81v 1 Oct. 1471; 
A.S.P. i>ucaii reg. B c. 131v 9 Way 1472, c. 13-ir 9 Ma> 1472, c. 125 
11 Oct. 1471, and reg. Kubeo c. 241v 19 >»ar. 1473. Th« Council later 
repeated its commitment to oppose the tax, see .1. .--. Atti reg. V 
c. 263v 30 June 1475, c. 273r-74r 14 Oct. 1^75, and again in 1501, 
receiving a vaguely phrased anaifer - I don reg. VIII c. 313v 17 Jan.



638. 1501, A.S.K iXt*ali feg. Verde c. 122r 1 Apr. 1501. The tax was 
Uont.; evidently opposed In other cities too - see e.g. A.3.V. Uollegio 

Notatorio rug. 13 entry dated 16 Oct. 1483, freviso defended its
Massaro against demwmOs for payment.

For the Chancellor, se»e A.s.i'. *tti reg. V c. 126r 21 ^«pt. 1472, 
e. 399v-4o</r 20 May 1484, reg. Vll c. 99v-100v 5 ^ept. 1487, e. 174 
18 July 1488 and A.fc.p. tXieali reg. Verde c. 57, 3 and 30 July 14B8. 
For ttie Vicar i ate« ace A.S.P. Atti reg. VI c. 24£v 9 June 1481, c. 
256v 14 Oct. 14bl, c. 285r Dec. 1481, c. 299 27 Jan. 1482, c. 3O4r- 
05r Feb. 1482, reg. VH c. 08 31 July 1487, reg. VIII c. 265r 3O 
July 1498, c. 277 11 My 1499.

637. For extra tax at this time, see above p -11" and n. 60. 6«e A.S.i'. 
Ducali reg. kubeo c. li29v 2 July 1470; A.S.I'. Atti reg. V c. 20r- 
air 1 July 1470, c. 21 f July, c. 22r 7 July, c. 22v 24 July - a 
procession of intercession was also organized*

638. See uS.i>. Atti reg. V c. 127, I28r, 128v - 16 f 21 and 22 Otc. 1472| 
c. 137v-38r, 138r, 141v, 153v - 3,6,7 and 24 Jan. 1473$ c. 161r, 
162r-63r - 25 and 31 May ^473. A.S.P* Due all reg. Kubeo c« 239V-4OV* 
c. 24£>v - 11 «ad le Dec. 1472; f . 241 21 Jan. 1173. The total a 
to have been *f the order of I). 34,000, spread over two years - 
alnost exactly the *aae per year as |he city's and
shares of the dadie, (%yerth L. 106,225, or D. 17,133, 

639. A.S.P. Atti reg, V c. 252r, 254r, 254v-55r - 22, 26 and 30 Jan.
1475. It also caused upset in Verona, cfr. above pi'5Taad n, 331, 

64C. *«e A. 3, P. Atti reg,. V c. 269r 30 Aug. 1475, reg. VI e. 50r 29 Mar.
1476. Payment of the first subsidy lasted till at least 1477 - see 
A.S.P. Ducali reg. B c. 158v 3 Mar. 1474, c, 174v 28 Feb. 1475, r«g. 
C c, 29r 5 Oct. 1477, (cfr. above p ^ and n, 68).

641. tsfr. above pl\g and n, 123} p^'nand n, 107, p 166 and n, 330; and
A.S.P, Atti reg* VI c, 1O5 9 Feb. 1478, c. 109 3 Apr. 1478, c. Ill* 
4 July 1478; c. 3O7v~O8r and 3O9r 14 and 15 May 1482, A.S.P. Dueali 
reg. Verde c. 43r 25 May 1482.

642. A.S.i'. Atti reg. VII c, llv 20 Mar. 1477,c. 14 13 Apr. 1477; A.S.i . 
Ducali reg. C c. 24v-2$v 8 June 1477; cfr. above p <N and nn. 352-56.

643. A.S.P. Jucnli reg. C c. 26v-27r 12 Aug. 1477, c. 28 10 ̂ fept. 1477, 
c. 34v-35r 10 Apr. 1478.

644. Villages in these two Vicariates totalled a quarter of the da die
listed in 1477 (n. 643 above), though between them the two

contained a terth og the Padovano*a taxed wealth, as 
in the luogiji. -^e* A.S.i . Ducali reg. I|ubeou c . 23 ir 14 

Jan. 1468, reg. Verde c. 16r 31 Mar. 1475, reg.°c)c. ioor 14 July 
1484* reg. K 6. 6Br 5 July 1483, c. 91 5 June 1483, c. 71 v 16 
Se^t. 1484 - and cfr. n. 598 above.

645. tsfr. above pp2Z^I«nd nn. 619, 621-34; also piT^and n. 421, raanouevres
by the Padovano villages concerned with rtssponaihility for tax. 

64ii. For the plague, see A.COKllADl Annali delle apidetaie Occorrfe ^a
ffemorif f iao aj^ 1850 (liologaa 18G5-92)vol. 1_

pp. 609 ff., 625-26, 627, vol. 7 p4u 194-95, 205 -06 - also report- 
in$ food shortages caused by tho tfaF* Cfr. abovo p^and n* 4 » 
p i^t? and n, 513. ^ee too the petition for tax relief in 1486 of 
Arzergrande, (2 kn», south of fiove di -»acco>, A.S.P. Ducali reg, 
16r 14 July 1486; it had owed L. 497 14 a. of dadie in 1477 (above 
n. 643), and after war damage and loss from the 1485 plague request­ 
ed terns to pay off 12 years' arrears of daaio del carr$ e
totalling L. 1,20O; it asked to pay at L, 25 p. a., but was told 
to pay at L. 1OO - in effect it was to pay at double the rate,

647, Above p2hn. 595,
646, A.S.P. Due all reg* C e. 43 23 Jan. 1479.
649. £>ee above p/<^and n. 126, p (08 and n, 130.
650. &ee A.S.i'. inicali reg, C e, 97v-98v 11 Mar. 1484, reg. 0 c. 3v

1O Nov. 1484; the figure of Barisono's debt on tor mating comes
from A.S.i'. Atti reg. Vlil «r A 255v-56r 2 Aug. 1495, and nay be 
exaggerated. P . T. o ,



cent.)
6tt* For Contarini's activity, cfr. above p 1*1 and n. 134.
001. c>ee A.s.P. ihicali veg. C c. 97v-98r 11 Mar. 1484, reg. D c. lv-2r 

13 Aug. 1484. cfr. above pf^and n. 488. L. 8,QUO a aonih repre­ 
sented L. 96,000 p. a ., little short of tbe L. 106,225 due far 
city and territorio after deduction of the L. 9,20u refund; and if 
this monthly total did not include the suras due from Venetians 
Paying dadie, (levied separately though accounted with the vain 
collector's vonoys), it left no margin for arrears at ali - cfr. 
p.^1 and n. 579 above, alsp pZu and n. 508.^ Se<- ^c^oj

652. tefr. n. 502 above), see A.S.P, Atti reg. VI c. 398v4*98r and 399VJ 
21 and 27 Mar. 1484; c. 4^4v-OQr, 405v 3 and 4 **ept. 1484.The 
tema proposed to Antonio Soberti in 1469 (above n. 5O1) were for 
payment to be half completed for each two .nonth period by-tbe and 
of the third montn, and full by the ond of the fourth...

653. See A.S.:'. Lkicali reg. o c. 2v-3r 23 Sept. 1484.
•S4« Cfr. above ppibT-6 and nn. 373-78} A,3.t>. Atti VI c. 430, c. 430v- 

43lrf c. 4>2v-3.lv f 8 and 9 Mar., 19 Apr. 1485j A.S.P. Uucali reg. 
Vorde c. 50r-51r 15 Mar. 1485.

655. A.S.P. AttA reg. VI c. 5r 7 Jan. 14<JO; c. lOr, ilv and 12r - 4, 12 
and 14 Feb. I486, c. 12v 18 Mar. i486; A.S.f. Duoali reg. Verde 
c. S5r 1O June 1467f cfr. above pi'^'and n. 594.

656. See above p/tt and nu. 111-12| p (1 °\ and n. 519 ff.f pp«2°"hfajid 
nn. 565, 571-73

657. For the i»otto and Guidottn, seven years* real and personal exemption, 
for losses at Me^liadino, wasaie, Urbana, Merlara: A.i>,» . Uucali 
reg. C c. 86r 23 Oct. and 4 Nov. 1482, reg. & c. 67r 13 Feb. 1489. 
Fpr the Conti« four years* real and personal for daaaged property 
round S.Elena: A.S.I'. &ucali rag. U c. Ilv-llir 9 Jan. 1486, e. 12v- 
13r 19 Oct, 1482, e. 13r 6 Mar. 1486 and 9 Mar., c. 13v-14r (reck* 
oning by the I'aduan Commune's ^uaderaiere^), c. 14r 15 Mar. I486, 
c. 20v 12 Mar. 1487, c. 20v-21r (further calculations). For the 
communes - four years 1 real and personal to tbe firsc two, six to 
Mual, and five yoara for all to t>ay off tax dabts totalling D. 2,366s 
A.fl.i'. Ducali reg. C c. 89v 22 Feb. 1483. For the men of -ste, and ! 
the Venetians: four years* real and personal for damage at &. £lena, | 
Soleslno and Carmignano - Idea reg, D c,-21 26 Mar. 1483, c. 20v 26 ' 
Sept. 1486, c. 24v and 25r 4 and 5 Aug. 1487* This was already a 
depressed area, in fiscal terns: the 1477 datfie debt..lists (above ' 
n. 643) shew S.i lena, HegliatUno, S.Ma«;gherita and oaleto owing L. | 
2,7iK); cfr. A.S.i^. Ducali reg. C c. 87v 25 and 27 dan. 1483, a redact- , 
ion in fiscal ratine; of the benefice of b.Mari^ at Merlara, because , 
of its poverty. ji

688. Cfr. above p i^°and n. 4U, n. 431. ,
•89. A.S.t . Atti VI e. 321v-22r 6 and 8 Nov. 1482. Cfr. A.S.i-. Deputati " 

e Cancelleria reg. 3 c. 32v34v, c. 43v: on 9 Oct. 1483, after 
questioning witnesses abcut the i>ot;.o holdings at *«gliadino (about 
650 can£i, mainly until led), the Com une came to an agreement with i 

€ the family to accept their exemption, covering assets totalling 
L. 45,858 in value, worth about L. 330 of dadie p.a.

660. Cfr. above pp^'-^and nn. 4^3-47. <
661. A.S.i , Atti reg. VI c. 396 13 Jan. 1484, c. 397v-98r 6 Few. 1484$ (f

A.S.V. Senato 1'erra reg. 9 c. 6Or 28 J^eb. 1484. For the Uiganei, 
^* cfr. n. 641 above. There were, however, later gtants to citizen 

heads of numerous families with access to favour in Venice, and 
the 15O3 grant did not mention this law - above n. 439.

b62. u fr. the later documents concerning the ^otto, Conti, Venotiand and 
men of &ste in n. 657 above| also the ducale of 16 Sept. 1484 citod 
in n. 644, which ordered that ,'bano*s exemption be observed aa'real*.

663. For the terms he (Francesco Urnzolo) wa<« given to pay, see A.;i.^.
l>ucali reg. 0 c* Gv-7v 18 Mar. J4d5| cfr. a..S.V. Serenin iaa Signoria 
Let-ere ierra , 1 (1488) letter of 22 s«..t. I486. For his estinated 
levying between I486 and 149O, see n. 600, (the 1498 Council meeting).

i IW t\ae\ie ^kf c\g2to c\^i ca\rt\ \*OK K° HeVic^ltifs {o\ late Ktl^Ment. As 2t coV\ces ~ \ i ••^•^•^^•^•^^^ I _ ""^— i ' \ i • i * **
I r . ' ' ' , Y ^ I' ^* nn i Cipol > * 1C c (fi ,4 Q | f
LQo3 or ^ n(T- t/f5"? c<?h/iVraIn''Q hftujous ^^uVi 'v ' i v J \ •-. - ^



O
 
06

•4
 >

1
o>
 «

•4 Cl

a
O:

Cf
t

s

p
< 

i, 
EL

OC
 «

&
t 

B-. 
c^

 ft
; 

i 
**•

 »
s 
p

CD
 H

- 
• 

C*
IR

 
W
 

<

CL
 
CC
 >

--
M
 

»•

O
 C

l 
C
 

i 
C
 H

-

C
 «

 - 
«•

 
Cl

 
• 

>*
• 

C
 f

t

^-r
f. 

*=i
 

• 
c 

o 
«*•

<
 
C
 

I o
 

a.
O
 

I 
•



677. sequestration order of CapeUo'* dated 2 Oct. 1498; A.S.i'. Letters 
ont.y ai ^ottori I, letter dated 5 fitpr. 1502 about action by the fcrowed- 

AiSyCi BSp£^l^z*jBS3£& against his heir»; A.S.V. Jieci Niatfe reg. 31 
c. oi*r ^ Apr. 1506, reference to tf. l,00u owing; A.3.V. Collegio

*«a *ot*to**o re^. 15 entry dated 2G Oct. I5o6 f about terns of payment. 
i>«o A.S.r. At,i VIII c. 249r 18 Feb. 1496; c. 269r and 27Ov 21 aad 
*D Jan* 149tf; the ^i^norjLa was satisfied with the collector who 

*/• served in 149^-15^, but~the 1484 rulea required hia re^lacewent ,
gar. ** v em C * 30 "r a8 Au*f * A 600. Action v»a« taken to recover the 
w* money* frow Corner, clr. \.S.i\ atti re^. IX c, 178v 6 Apr. 1505,

A.S.F. Lettere ai ^et o*i, I (150u«OS) letter dated 5 July 1505. 
679. See i'HIUU Qiarit I ,,« 1 >9 11 July 1409; A.S.*'. Afii reg. VIII c.

230v-81r la July, referring to a ^u^aie of the 13th, aud c. 281 19
July; PiJIULI jj^rit I p . 146; fiuMJUU ^iarii II 966 2« July, 1061
11 Aug., 1114 22 Aug.; A.S.i. Atti regf >IH c. 281v-82r 19 Aug. 1499. 

680* °ee A.s.V. oenato ^ecreta re&. 38 c. 3Jr 28 Apr. I5ou, SANUDO Oiarii
HI 283 2 >tay 150;, \.S.V. donate Terra reg. 13 c. 134* 9 June 150O;
Idee reg. 14 c. 49v 39 Nov. 1501; A.S.J . Atti reg. IX c. 73v 14 Dec.
1502, c. 14ir 7 tftct. 1504. Fo^ the overall financial situation, see
above ppoV^nd nn. 185-^0. 

681. Cfr. pit I and n. 354 above. i^Vee auction had bean threatened in 1495,
when the tax's po*r returns had c au&«d a mass complaint by the city's
university teachers, to whose pay it was allocated - cfr. above p. il°\

*&* and n. 290. ^ A.S.*». Ducali r©g, F c. 57v 30 Oct. 1499, c. 58v
17 leb. 150^.; A.s.i-1 . Atti reg. /Ill c. i;85r and 294v 12 and 21 Jam. 

c. 2fc'5r 5 Mar. 15u ; A.S.V, Uiecl Migt^ re^. 08 c. 173v 9

A.^.V. tcnato ^ecreta rog. 33 c. 103r Z and 13 Jan. 1501; 
cfr. riUULi t-^arjlj. II |.. 77, 3ANUOO j>iaril Ill 1220 20 i>ec. 1 
See J JUL qj^c 4 G c- aeral. i |.» CLV t A.i.V. Senate Tarra reg. 13 c. 172v 
J^ Jan. 1501.

684. ^ee-the «*c€ount of thi^ episode in BOIiAR t)I »I RibeUi Padovani* 
pp. 517-21, also above p £^uftd n. 560.
It would appear to be more than a coincidence that the Council K^M 
began its Cd,,SA.-'aign to discover tho or/nership and tax rights of land 
formoriy b^lon^ing to the riar^uibeei of -ate, mostly Venetian-held; 
cfr. above- p.|^4\nd i>. 430.
Cfr . abovor p I^S «ind n. 413. bee &.&.P. l>ucwli res,. ** c» 74 v ««d 75r 
£ an* 4 *<ar. 15Ol ; SANUDC fiiarjlf ill 149u, 149B, 1821, 1638 - 4 t 6, 
£9 and 31 i.ar. 1501. A.S.V. Senato ->ocreta re^. ~t> c. 13 5r 2 Apr. 
1501, A.^.V. Senate* 'tana reg. 14 c* 49v 28 .?.ov. 1501, A.S.i'. I>ucali 
reg t F c. £2v 2 ^c. 1501. A«S.V. ^onato &ccreta re§. 38 c. 178v 
^5 Oct. 15G1, A.^.V^. vcai%o Terra re&. 14 c. 5Sv 19 t>ec. 1501. 
For evidence of collection, &&v ^.&.V. Senate ^ecreta reg* 39 c. 14v 
11 &ar. 15uii, c. 31v-3«ir 12 July 1502; A.S.f. atti reg. IX c. 73v 
14 ec. 1502; A.S.is l>ucali ^tg. F c. lo,r, loir 27 and 26 *lay 1503, 
re§; U c. liv 7 July 1504. Sec W?°u) * 
fefr. above p/ tz^and nti. 193-94, pl^and Q« 232. 
For debitor! bubl cfr. above p22taad n. 4>29; see too A.S.P. Atti 
reg.^Vlil c«T311r 15 Jan. 1501, reg, IX c. 7r 26 leb. 150|, c. 8r 
1 Mair. 1501, c. 66r 14 Oct. 1502.

689. &ee A.S.i . Atti reg. IX c. 64v 19 Aug. 1502, c. CGr 14 Oct. 15O2, 
(cfr. BONAUlil 'I i«dovaui Ribelii 1 cit. p. 321); Idem c. 64v 27 
Aug. 1502, &AMMX> i>iari IV 473 23 iNov. 15^02.

G90. For his election sec A.a.r. Atti rt?§. IX c. 75»- 2 Jan. 1503. For 
the Cagero's accounting at this tiiu€*, cfr. above plh'an* n. 297 ff| 
the frttic;*mtary a- counts* drawn ua for the observation* that follow 
are to bo found, amou^ other material, in A.S.i-. Guiae*-** e Cancelleria 
fiscaie vol. 252; the figures of discrepancy between the tv*o accounts 
have been rounded off.

691. Cfr. above p 15° and n. 249.



692. See SANUDO Diarl, V 952-53 7 Mar. 1504; the accounting fraud being 
practised obviously went undiscovered, ; ~

693. A.S.P. Atti reg. IX c. 152r-53v office lists for 1505; c. 153v, 154 
and 174r 4, 9 and 29 Jan. 1505; c. 175v, 176v 25 and 26 Mar.; c. 
179r 9 180 23 Apr. and 2*7 May, 28 May.

694. Sift* A.3.V. £onato S*creta reg. 40 c. 146v 18 Nov. 1505, c. 187v-88r 
1 Aug. 1506; SANU1K* JJiari* VI 250f 256 3o Oct. and 18 Nov. 1505; 
A.S.f. Atti reg. TX c* 185v 27 Nov. 1505, c. 198r 18 Jan, 15O6, 
c. 202v and 203r 8 and 16 July 1506.Cfr. p^l^ and "-a. 247-31.

695. *ee A.S.P. Atti re|. IX c. 206v-O7r, 208, 308v-09r - 3,6,7 and 8 
Oct. 1506, (referring to the dueale of 26 Sept., inspired by Pit- 
igliano*s impatience). Open election produced no results, and the 
choice was made from offers by the serving deputati. Capodivacca's 
requiring the lowest initial loan. For his career, cfr. above p 
and nn. 162-64.

696. See SAVIOLO Compendia p. 50.
697. See A.S.P. Atti reg. IX c. 180 27 and 28 May 1505, discussion of 

increased rates, and A.3.V. Senate Secreta reg..40 c. 187v-B8r 1 
^ug. 1506 - the imposition of an extra 4 s. In 1507 the CounclJ 
voted a 13 s. increase, the proceeds of which were handed to 
i rapolin (still Pitigliano's) representative) in 1508, see A.S.P. 
"eputati e Cancelleria reg. 5 c. 36 26 Nov. 1507, c. 45v 13 Mar. 
1508; cfr. Idea c. 91 23 Jan* 1509 for the m«w collector's terns.

698. for disputes with territotio and clergy, see above DjMg^and nn. 
454-55, ppi^ land nn. 465-68.

699. gee A.S.P. Atti c. 6 11 Feb. 15O1; Verona and vicenza expressed
the sane views, cfr. SANUDO Piaril 1382, 1405 4 and 7 Feb. 1501. ] 
&ee above p£^and n. 580, the Paduans* protest at the campatico 
emphasized citizens' poverty by noting the arrears of the 1499 ! 
subsidy, and the fact that over 100 families owed the Jews or Monte | 
di **ieta. In 1502 the Council asked the Signoria to delay the , 
collection of subsidy and campatico till the next harvest, see j 
A.S.P. Atti reg. IX c. 73v 14 Dec. 1502. 

700. Piario Ferrareso. K.I.S. t. 24 parte VII, (ed. G. i'ARDl), p. 144
entry dated 12 Mar. 1495. |

tOi. S«e A.S.F. Atti r«g; VIII c. a44v»SDr 2 Feb. 1498. i
702. Cfr. above p £i^^ !
703. See BQNARUX *1 Padovani kibelli 1 p. 314. Bonardi chose to omphasi&e 

tbe importance of preceding tension on fiscal issues, as a lead-up 
to 1809, (wp. cit. !>!>. 317-21, 321-^2, 322-216: extraordinary tax- 
ation at the turn of the century, the dadie collection crisis, the 
I<otta Sabadina)« the conclusions offered here cannot therefore claim 
the merit of novelty... "



CHAPTER FOUR - CONCLUDING COMMENTS.



.,.,.,- The interruption to Venetian rule of Padua erhich resulted 

from the Republic's defeat by the League of Cambrai in 1509 

was brief, especially when compared to the seven-year period of 

alternating or continuously alien mastery which was the fate of 

cities further -est in the terrafeyna^ Fadua's experience was 

different in other respects too: its political clas^ reve^aed 

perhaps the most uncompromising hostility to Venetian rule of 

all the terraferna nobilities, and in the absence of effective 

claimants to the city when the Venetian g^tori departed they 

were able to install a 'republican* regime which was intended to 

give the city the benefit of Imperial protection, but tbe free 

status of an Imperial city.

That these sentiments and actions had room to develop 

publicly after Venice's defeat was in large measure the Republic's 

own fault; fear a&A a ner>r-paralysis of initiative gripped the 

government and individual Venetians alike after the news of the 

Battle of Agnadello. Even the most friendly observer in Padua 

could only have feared for the consequences as rumours flew, and 

the further cities were lost, while Venetian troops crossed the 

Padovano in near disorder, heading for t' e capital, where Padua's

Rettpri and other Venetians were sending their families and
P ,-, 

possessions of value, ^here vas little answer to the question

a Trevisrn asked at tiie end o§ June:',,. Si li vostri zerchano 

salvar il suo, die dovemo far nui altri ? t3 ^ elf-doubt and 

self-criticism in the capital at this tifiie lamente ; the failings 

of Venetian government, and the arrogant manner of individual 

Venetians in tlteir dealings with terrafgrma_subjects .^

In 'republican 1 Padua there wav. first tension, then open 

•'fcostility between the political class and its inferiors. Di^- 

illusion with a role of secondary (and ever dwindling) importance 

in public life, a measure of unease at dependence on Venice for 

tkeir position, envy and resentment at Venetians* purchase of 

property and ocrupatior. of both the province's major administrat­ 

ive posts and its ecclesiastical benefices at their expense, 

and general reaction to the failing separate identity of the



city, all now persuaded the great majority of Padua f s political 
class to decide against Venetian rule. Sectional hostility be­ 

tween them and their politically disenfranchised inferiors * the 

vast mass of the population - inclined the latter to favour 

Venice; they were anyway more vulnerable to the consequences of 

•interruption of ccwiunittations with Venice and of the daily 

rhythm of work a.id earnings. In the Padovano the peasants at first 

hoped to free t liens elves from tyranny, taking ownership of their 

.land andc. control of their lives; but, disillusioned in this hope, 

they generally chose loyalty to Venice, more distant and less 

recognizable than Padua and its officialdom as the force that 

oppressed then. The loyalty of the peasant bands, (many signifi­ 

cantly drawn from the lawless areas round Ganibarare and Qriago, 

en the edge of bordering jurisdictions in marshy land near the 

lagoon), w?s surely an expression of hopes of booty, relief at 

escape fron the slavery of the land, and pent-up frustration and 

repressed violence rer lilting from their economic and social

The terms by which Pa.d.u^ returned to a peace-time regime 

of government in 1517 preserved the political and social balance 

in favour of the Council groiip of pre-war years . Reoccupation of 

Padua in 1509 had be^n followed by repression and reprisal against 

the protagonists of the 'republican 1 episode. But Venice's aim 

was to purge the existing political group, not to broaden it or 

give fornal recognition to the support received by the Signoria 

from otber groupings, as a count er-weight. Though the Council of

Ten an/ullcd the first election of the city Council, full of 
elements hostile to the ^jjnoj^ia, citizens of rank of unequivocal 
loyalty to Venice were too few to make much difference to the

Council's character, then or in subsecruent years,

Both before and after the war, Padua's political class 

had no deeply rooted loyalty to Venice as a ruler, or to the pol­ 

itical ideals and standing of the Hepublic, being excluded from 

participation and therefore common interests with fie doninant 

force in the state. There might be hatred of Venice, and resent-



ment or envy of Venetians, but the habit of fulfilling a second­ 
ary role in public life also induced indif'erence to strong pat­ 

riotic sentiment in any form - towards Venice, its enemies, or 

even Padua. The lesion of 1509 \vas that the appeal of liberty 

was anachronistic and insubstantial beside the guarantee of 

office and the social position it stor-d for within a restricted 

political group - wJaicj^. now progressed towards the complete clos­ 

ure of its ranks. The Veronese Luiga da Porto sur^iarizod his . 

family's attitude ever, during the conflict: 1 ... No.I Da Porto, 

die chi vince sianio pronti ac ubbidire.. . |0

The administrative character of rule by Venice was an 

essential cause of this transformation of politics and society 

in Padua, whose rlite in the period we have examined was struggl­ 

ing to rosist the advance of Venetian government, and v ith it 

the province's conversion from autonomous political and economic 

iUi.it to anonymous absorption in the Venetian mainland state. -:> 

Venice drew progressively on Fadua's resources to serve its own 

needs, partly through the powers it possessed from the initial 

political settlement of 1406, but to a&rery great extent through 

a more gradual process of adaptation and transformation of the 

mechanism and direction of government - structural co-ordination, 

command, changes of personnel, duplication of existing institut­ 

ions, surveillance and interference from the capital. Among 

the consequences of Padua's assuming the identity of a Venetian 

province, more and more directly under Venetian government and 

harnessed to the needs of tfte Republic, there were, i$i military 

terms, the progressive neglect of the province's fortresses; the 

introduction of regular billetting of army units; the elaborat­ 

ion of conscript service; and the direction of Paduans 1 military 

ambitions towards service in the Republic's permanent, Dtofess- 

ional companies. In fiscal terms this meant the painful develop­ 

ment of structures of conrnand and control between central financ­ 

ial institutions and the Camera Fiscale; signs o° re-organisation 

and broader-based planning for the province's dazi and public



s; gradually noro severe demands on inefficient and wasteful 
systems of collection and recalcitrant tax payers; fea£s and 

hopes for the redistribution of direct taxation; and the struggle 

between Sicynoria and Council over the dadie and extraordinary 

taxation, symptomatic also of their opposition of interests on 
other fiscal issues.

^valuation of the research conducted on these themes in 

a broader context has been largely left to the reader; the pre­ 

sentation of bulky fresh material has not allowed a great deal 

of accompanying reflection or lateral connection. There would, 

for example, be ground for comparison of Padua with other subject 

cities, and the Venetian with other fiscal regimes: Molho's 

coiacnts on the organization of Florentine t^xes, especially in 

^*ie co tadb, suggest many points in com -on. ̂  An immediate con­ 

nection to explore for t^e evidence cited here is with rural 

history/; on «the general theme, for example, of city and contado 

there would be discussion to develop on the relative roles of 

urban and rural magistrates and officials - the Padovano's 

frodesta, in the context of ? miming battle of jurisdictions 

with Hie city, were inclined to obstruct the activity of tax 

officials sent from Padua.*" Rut enough has certainly been offer­ 

ed to encourage reflection ?nd further research on many is ues, 

if the aims of this study have been in any measure met*

The chronological limits observed in tfoe rrathering of 

evidence do not permit authoritative cogent on the later 

development of military and fi< cal organisation in the province. 

Yet the general tone of "overnment after the crisis of Cambrai

one of resumption and continuity, not only in the

unaltered preference to reserve local politics to the nobility, 

but olso in economic organisation, where the relationship be­ 

tween Venice and the provinces nrew closer, and the state's
qcontrol over their resources stronger.^ Only further research 

will ~rovid^ conclusive demonstration, but t'oere is no indication 

in the studies and sources available for later neriods - in



particular the Relasioni of Padua's Rettori - that either tfte 
province's military role and organization, or its fiscal system 

(vith its inefficiency and injustice) departed substantially in 

their development from the characteristics already apparent in
• • ,* •• •' •'•••,'''

the period examined here. 10
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1. For discussion in this section, see flONAktfl 'I Padovani Ribelli 1 
cit., esp. p . 326-376; Vi^TURA Nobilta e Poi>ol* *V- 167-187, 
'Nobili, Po^olari e Contadini all'indomani di Agnadello 1 , and pp. 
244 ff., esp. 244-49, 'La Kestaurazione del ^eto itirigeute e i 
Movimenti anti-Aristocratici nelle Citt^ di Terraferna 1 .

2. iMost of this is in Bonardi's account, pp. 326-3 oG, though for 
tro p movements see SANUDO i)iarii VIII 325, 328, 339.

3. SANK IK) Piarii VIII 449, 28 June (commenting on talk of the Corner 
family's conduct, aimed to keep possession of the fief of Asolo, 
which had been conceded to uueen Caterina oa her departure from 
Cyprus ~ cfr. above p.3 J and n. 31;.

4. See GILBERT 'Venice in the Crisis' cit.
5. See 3GNA1QI op. cit. p. 37o, also La£ .ARINI »3eni Car^aresi' cit. 

pp. 274-79, PRIULI Diarii IV p. 215, SANUtfC Oiarii IX 45. For the 
character of the areas in question, cfr. A.ii.V. Mag&i«r Oonsiglio 
Regina c. I55v 18 Apr. 14E5, c. 159r 24 Sept. 1475, and .uS.V. 
*Uste rcg. 2* c. 154r 2<± Mafc. 1485, c. 161r 20 Apr. 1435, all legis­ 
lation - as well as the many references to criminals in the regg, of 
A.S.V. Dieci Miste and -^riminali.

6. See VENTURA op. cit. pp. 344-45 and n. 121.
7. &ee MOLUO Florentine Public Finances cit.: ^. 23-45 reveal increase 

in the co at a do *s tax rate after the mid 14th ceatury, ill effects 
of fiscal oppression on prosperity, the passage of vvaaltii to citizens 
and urban tax lists, abuses in collection by a multitude of offic­ 
ials, terms sought for payment, the coat ado '£ dependence on borrow- 
ing at interest rates as high as 30 %, accumulation of arrears... 
even tax revolt (Volterra in 1429> j see too k . 74-^1 on the uneven 
distribution of tax among contributors, (also £. FIUi«il 'Fiorijmra e 

clell 1 economia . iorentina 1 , A.S.I^ CXVII 1959, parte ill:
Poiitica ^conoinica e Classi Sociali, pp. 44O-466 on la J^olitica
ributarma' , esp. p^. 459-490 on continuing evasion in direct tax- 

ation's assessment, easiest for coi^nercial capital..); also p ;/. 
101-07 on the political sanctions against late payers, disenfranchise- 
ment etc., and sales of property; p^. iia-125, 10o-175 on problems 
of central organization, handling and spending. i<or Pisa's fiscal 
treatment by Florence, no better and no worse t^an that of other 
contado towns, see M.MALLETT 'Pisa and Florence in the Fifteenth 
Century: A*spects of the Period of the First Florentine domination ' , 
(ed. N.RUOIN3TSIN Florentine. Studies. Politics and Society _in_Ren- 
aissance Florence , London 1908, p.. 4U3-441J. For the organization 
of Florentine indirect tax, and Aimilarities with Venice, cfr. 
DE LA RONCI^Rfc 'Indirect Taxes or Gabelles' cit. , and the other 
studies listed in n. 3 to Chapter III above.

8. See due all ordering them not to interfere; A.S.F. Territorio vol. 
407 li Sept. 1446, A.S.r. Ducali re|. F c. 46r 16 June 149B and 
reg, Verde c. 129, 131r - S,6 and 17 Aug. 15O8, 8 Feb. 1509. The 
ir odesta* of Caipposaiopiero, with the encouragement of its townspeople, 
was particularly persistent: see A. 3. P. Atti reg. VIII c. 210v 
26 Au&. 1497, A.S.P. i)ucali reg. /erde c. U6v-^7v . iiauy other re^ 
ferences attest the trend, as well as Venice's o. position to it***

9. This is the trend observed in A'uuLF 'Venice and the i'errafernia' cit f ,
p ; >. 429-430.

10. Cfr. above p 1^ and n. 304. See too A.V&IEL'URA 'II Froblema Storico 
dci Bil:;nci General! iella aepubblica Veneta' , in Jilanci iienerali 
del la Repubblica di Venezja, IV (1756-1783), Padua !U72,~as well as 

'La ixe&olazione 1 cit. Many indications may be had from
ioni dei ^ettori Veneti, IV; they are too many to list, but can be 
traced via the index according to suojecg matter. 6eo too the long 
perspectives in PUETO 'II Regime Fiscale 1 cit.
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