Table 1. Baseline characteristics of patients with the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome- severe acute respiratory infection (MERS SARI) and non-Middle East Respiratory Syndrome severe acute respiratory infection (Non-MERS SARI). Non-survivors and survivors among patients with severe acute respiratory infection due to the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS SARI) are also compared.
	
	MERS SARI vs Non-MERS SARI
	MERS SARI Survivors vs                                              Non-Survivors

	Variable 
	MERS SARI
N=330
	Non-MERS SARI
N=222
	P value
	Non survivors
N= 217
	Survivors
N= 113
	P value

	Demographics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age (yr) —  median  (Q1, Q3)
	58 (44, 69)
	70 (52, 78)
	<0.001^
	62 (53.0, 73)
	45.5 (35.0, 57.0)
	<0.001^

	Age excluding healthcare workers (yr) 
—  median  (Q1, Q3)
	59 (47, 71)
	70 (52, 78)
	<0.001^
	62.0 (54.0, 73.0)
	48.0 (37.0, 59.0)
	<0.001^

	Male sex — no. (%)
	225 (68.2)
	129 (58.1)
	0.02**
	145 (66.8)
	80 (70.8)
	0.46**

	BMI (kg/m2) —  median  (Q1, Q3)
	28.3 (24.2, 33.2)
	27.4 (23.2, 31.6)
	0.06^
	28.3 (24.2, 32.7)
	28.8 (24.1, 33.8)
	0.42^

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Healthcare associated, non-healthcare worker — no. (%)
	132 (40.0)
	0 (0.0)
	<0.001**
<0.001**
<0.001**
<0.001**
	98 (45.2)
	34 (30.1)
	<0.001^	Comment by Yaseen Arabi: Check all these 4 variables
<0.001^
<0.001^
<0.001^

	Healthcare worker — no. (%)
	32 (9.7)
	0 (0.0)
	
	7 (3.2)
	25 (22.1)
	

	Community acquired
	137 (41.5)
	222 (100)
	
	92 (42.4)
	45 (39.8)
	

	Unknown
	29 (8.8)
	0 (0.0)
	
	20 (9.2)
	9 (8.0)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comorbidities — no. (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Diabetes with chronic complications
	162 (49.1)
	118 (53.2)
	0.39**
	124 (57.1)
	38 (33.6)
	<0.001**

	     Chronic cardiac disease
	134 (40.6)
	126 (56.8)
	<0.001**
	105 (48.4)
	29 (25.7)
	<0.001**

	     Chronic renal disease
	100 (30.3)
	49 (22.1)
	0.06**
	80 (36.9)
	20 (17.7)
	<0.001**

	     Chronic pulmonary disease (including asthma)
	46 (13.9)
	84 (37.8)
	<0.001**
	33 (15.2)
	13 (11.5)
	0.38**

	     Chronic neurological disease including hemiplegia, paraplegia,  
     and dementia
	36 (10.9)
	57 (25.7)
	<0.001**
	  32 (14.7)
	4 (3.5)
	0.004**

	     Any malignancy including leukemia, lymphoma or solid tumors
	34 (10.3)
	22 (9.9 )
	0.98**
	31 (14.3)
	3 (2.7)
	0.003**

	     Immunosuppressant use prior to admission 
	21 (6.4)
	26 (11.7)
	0.08**
	14 (6.5)
	7 (6.2)
	0.07**

	     Liver disease
	21 (6.4)
	18 (8.1)
	0.72**
	16 (7.4)
	5 (4.4)
	0.19**

	     Rheumatological disease
	7 (2.1)
	7 (3.2)
	0.61**
	3 (1.4)
	4 (3.5)
	0.24**

	     Acquired Immune deficiency syndrome 
	2 (0.6)
	1 (0.5)
	0.54**
	0 (0.0)
	2 (1.8)
	0.05**

	     Any comorbidity
	265 (80.3)
	203 (91.4)
	<0.001**
	199 (91.7)
	66 (58.4)
	<0.001**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Days from onset of symptoms to the emergency room*
— median  (Q1, Q3)
	5 (3, 8)
	3 (2, 6)
	0.001^
	4(3, 7.5)
	5(3, 8)
	0.098^

	Days from onset of symptoms to ICU admission 
— median  (Q1, Q3)
	7 (5, 11)
	5 (3, 8)
	0.001^
	7(5, 12)
	6(4, 9)
	0.04^

	Days from onset of symptoms to intubation 
— median  (Q1, Q3)
	8 (5, 12)
	6 (3, 11)
	<0.001^
	8(5, 12)
	8(5, 12)
	0.49^

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respiratory symptoms — no. (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Dyspnea
	247 (74.8)
	154 (69.4)
	0.31**
	168 (77.4)
	79 (69.9)
	0.26**

	     Cough
	227 (68.8 )
	141 (63.5)
	0.24**
	147 (67.7)
	80 (70.8)
	0.42**

	          With sputum
	128 (38.8)
	100 (45)
	0.34**
	87 (40.1)
	41 (36.3)
	    0.38**

	          With bloody sputum
	29 (8.8)
	10 (4.5)
	  0.046**
	20 (9.2)
	9 (8.0)
	0.38**

	     Chest pain
	66 (20)
	25 (11.3)
	0.009**
	44 (20.3)
	22 (19.5)
	0.25**

	     Sore throat
	46 (13.9)
	13 (5.9)
	<0.001**
	29 (13.4)
	17 (15.0)
	0.89**

	     Wheezing
	18 (5.5)
	26 (11.7)
	0.008**
	13 (6.0)
	5 (4.4)
	0.67**

	     Rhinorrhea
	15 (4.5)
	4 (1.8)
	0.02**
	8 (3.7)
	7 (6.2)
	0.58**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gastrointestinal symptoms
	
	
	
	
	
	

	      Vomiting / Nausea
	58 (17.6)
	30 (13.5)
	0.41**
	38 (17.5)
	20 (17.7)
	0.93**

	      Abdominal pain
	47 (14.2)
	15 (6.8)
	   0.015**
	34 (15.7)
	13 (11.5)
	0.37**

	      Diarrhea
	38 (11.5)
	18 (8.1)
	0.38**
	23 (10.6)
	15 (13.3)
	0.52**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other symptoms — no.  (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	      Fever (temperature ≥ 38°C)
	248 (75.2)
	93 (41.9)
	<0.001**
	152 (70.0)
	96 (85.0)
	0.012**

	      Fatigue
	114 (34.5)
	69 (31.1)
	0.53**
	73 (33.6)
	41 (36.3)
	0.86**

	      Altered level of consciousness 
	70 (21.2)
	73 (32.9)
	0.004**
	51 (23.5)
	19 (16.8)
	0.37**

	      Myalgia or arthralgia
	64 (19.4)
	22 (9.9)
	0.001**
	30 (13.8)
	34 (30.1)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]0.003002**

	      Headache
	34 (10.3)
	10 (4.5)
	0.001**
	10 (4.6)
	24 (21.2)
	<0.001**


For all percentages, the denominator is the total number of subjects in the groups unless otherwise specified.
BMI:  Body mass index
    For continuous variables, Mann-Whitney U test was used to calculate p value. 
    For continuous variables, Chi-square test was used to calculate p value.

^ Mann Whitney U test is used to calculate the P-value.
**Chi-square test is used to calculate the P-value.
