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In the last decade, surveys have delineated the social bases of 
support for the transgender movement across the English-
speaking world. Young people and women are more likely to 
favor the movement’s claims, as are those with liberal politi-
cal attitudes (Clery 2023; Kazyak et al. 2021; Norton and 
Herek 2013). Given that the transgender movement is cham-
pioned by established feminist organizations like the National 
Organization for Women and by leading feminist intellectu-
als (Butler 2020; MacKinnon 2023), one could expect to find 
favorable attitudes among feminists. Nevertheless, a dissi-
dent strand of feminism opposes the transgender movement, 
framing it as a threat to women’s rights (Jeffreys 2014; 
Raymond 1979). This strand of feminism has been particu-
larly influential in Britain (Hines 2020).

The 2023 British Election Study provides new evidence 
on the association between feminism and attitudes to the 
transgender movement (Fieldhouse et al. 2023). It asked 
whether “Transgender women (someone who was biologi-
cally male at birth, but now identifies as a woman) should be 
allowed to compete in female-sex sport” (original italics). 
The domain of sports elicits less support than other 
domains—such as bathrooms (YouGov 2022)—and so this 
question provides a lower bound on support for the transgen-
der movement. Only 4 percent of respondents strongly 
agreed that trans women should be allowed to compete in 
female sports, whereas 42 percent of respondents strongly 
disagreed. Feminists can be identified from the question  

“How much discrimination is there for or against women?” 
on a scale of 0 to 10. I categorize respondents who selected 
10 (“a lot of discrimination against women”) as feminists. 
They comprise 6 percent of respondents; almost three quar-
ters of them are women.

Multinomial logistic regression is used to predict the six 
responses to the transgender question, including “don’t 
know.” This method, unlike linear or ordinal logistic regres-
sion, permits testing the hypothesis that feminists are more 
likely to strongly support or more likely to strongly oppose 
transgender women, rather than to express more moderate 
opinions. The model includes age and age squared and their 
interactions with feminism because one would expect 
younger feminists to be most supportive of trans women.

Figure 1 shows how the two extreme responses—strongly 
agree and strongly disagree—vary with feminism and age. 
(The remaining four responses are given in Figure A1 in the 
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Online Supplement, while Figure A2 provides cumulative 
probabilities.) The probability of strong agreement is shown 
on the top row. The left and middle graphs depict the pre-
dicted probability for feminists and nonfeminists, respec-
tively. To facilitate comparison, the right graph delineates the 
difference between the probabilities for feminists and for 
nonfeminists. The 95 percent confidence intervals are 
shaded. At all ages, feminists are more likely to express 
strong agreement than nonfeminists. The difference is par-
ticularly pronounced for the young. At the age of 20, femi-
nists are 12 percentage points more likely than nonfeminists 
to strongly support transgender women competing in female 
sports. The bottom row shows the probability of strong dis-
agreement. The effect of feminism varies according to age, 

as can be seen clearly on the right graph. Young feminists are 
less likely than their nonfeminist peers to strongly disagree. 
From the mid-30s, however, the pattern reverses. Feminists 
become more likely than nonfeminists to strongly disagree. 
(The reversion after the mid-70s is an artifact of fitting a qua-
dratic curve for age and is not statistically significant.) At the 
age of 60, feminists are 8 percentage points more likely than 
nonfeminists to strongly oppose transgender women compet-
ing in female sports.

Overall, then, feminists are somewhat more likely than 
nonfeminists to favor the transgender movement and less 
likely to oppose it. But age makes a difference. In older peo-
ple, feminism has a polarizing effect, associated with stron-
ger opposition as well as stronger support. This nonmonotonic 
pattern is detectable only using multinomial regression on a 
large data set. The pattern is found only among respondents 
who perceive the highest levels of discrimination against 
women, which suggests that feminist opposition to the trans-
gender movement comes from radical feminists (see Figure 
A3 in the Online Supplement). Whether this polarization 
preceded the recent countermobilization against the trans-
gender movement is impossible to gauge because earlier sur-
veys lack comparable questions on trans rights. Whether this 
polarization is found in other countries is a question for 
future research.
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