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Introduction

GenAI & agentic systems are rapidly reshaping how 
scholarly content is discovered, attributed, licensed, 
measured, and used. This new form of machine-
mediated discovery and usage is now occurring at a 
scale, frequency, and opacity that challenge core 
value propositions for every part of the scholarly 
communication ecosystem…
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The value chains that are breaking 
in this new information environment

For authors & 
researchers

Value is expressed 
through attribution 
(citations), 
provenance, and 
visibility

For librarians

Value is expressed 
through usage, 
impact, and 
evidence of service 
delivery 

For publishers

Value is expressed 
through traffic to 
full text & economic 
models built on 
usage and impact
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The core question

In a scholarly information environment in 
which machines are interfering with every 
existing value exchange, from attribution 
to licensing to usage measurement…

How does value flow back? 
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Reader’s Digest: 
Industrialised Human 
Summarisation

● Reprinted condensed 
magazine articles, and later 
books as well

● Reached massive new 
audiences

● Often substituted for 
originals

At the time, it looked 
parasitic. It also looked 
innovative.
At the time, this practice looked 
both innovative and parasitic…
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Early phase: 
free reprints for 
promotional 
value…



Publishers 
moved to 
licensing 
agreements as 
the value and 
scale of the 
derivative 
market 
become clear



Readers 
digest 1975 
New York 
Times article



Quotes from 
New York 
times article



New York 
times article
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Digest & Condensation Rights 
(US copyright law) 

Digest rights for articles and condensation rights for books are a subsidiary 
copyright right allowing a third party to publish an abridged, summarized, or 
adapted version of an existing work (rather than the full text). 

These abridged, adapted versions are derivative works, like translations, 
adaptations for film or TV, audio versions, etc. They preserve the substance of 
the argument or narrative and substitute for the original in many cases -
which is why publishers developed condensation / digest rights as a specific 
licensing category.
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Derivative rights vs ideas

Copyright does not protect: facts, ideas, methods, discoveries

But it does protect: structure, selection, arrangement, narrative or 
argumentative expression

Summaries often recreate these protected elements.

Derivative rights exist because transformed works can capture more value 
than the originals, and history shows that unless attribution and signal-
return are designed in, that value rarely flows back.



Page 18

Key historical lesson

Condensation is not inherently parasitic,
but when it substitutes for originals, & 
erodes value (and values),
value flow must be redesigned by the 
rest of the ecosystem.
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A few relevant notes on derivative works for the age of 
genAI & agentic AI: 

● A derivative output can infringe even if no exact passages are 
reproduced in outputs

● Derivative rights exist because secondary markets are important…

● … but they also re-route value from creators and stewards of content 
to intermediaries and other parties, with various degrees of traceability 

● Derivative rights law focuses on authorization, control over adaptation, 
economic exploitation, and substantial similarity (not just verbatim 
copying) 
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The 4 copyright 
questions for 
ML / genAI 

1.
Q: It is an infringement 
to train a model?

A: (2026 answer) 
Sometimes not, due to  
fair use…

2.
Q: Is the model a derivative 
work?

A: Nobody knows - not 
focus of current lawsuits

3.
Q: Is the output of the 
model copyrightable?

A: Depends on the 
region

4.
Q: Does the output infringe on 
the training data? 

A: It depends. 
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Hypothesis: genAI summaries/ 
synthesis function like 
unauthorized derivative works, 
at massive scale, often without 
permission or attribution. It is 
irrelevant whether the LLMs 
they were trained on were done 
so via fair use. 

Page #* Personal analysis and commentary, not a policy position of Cambridge University Press.
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Digest / 
condensation 
rights as one 
solution to the OA/ 
CC-BY AI paradox

Page #
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The OA / AI paradox: 
Openness lowered 
barriers to reading, 
but also lowered 
barriers to extraction 
- nobody knows this 
better than librarians
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Reader’s Digest solved 
a governance problem

Formalised derivative licensing

● Maintained attribution

● Paid producers and 
stewards of the content 

● Recognised condensation 
as a lucrative market

What rebuilding value 
chains looks like for 
AI + open research

● Machine-attributable 
provenance

● Attribution (e.g. article 
contribution) metrics for outputs 

● Non-human usage metrics

● Transparent training disclosure

● Licensed condensation 
pathways
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A New Value 
Chain Model

Open research content →Machine 
synthesis → User
● Design attribution persistence
● Design usage visibility
● Design compensation pathways
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Designing new value chains - what 
else do we need? 

CC-BY-NAID 
(no AI derivatives)

● Expressly forbids AI 
derivatives (models & 
outputs) while 
allowing other 
derivatives uses 
(translation, reuse of 
figures, etc)

New usage 
and impact 
metrics 
● Article-level (fractional) 

answer contribution 
scores

● Retrieval frequency 
scores for papers and 
sections of papers

New 
attribution 
metrics 
● List of most important 

papers for answer with 
provenance 
information 

● Standard for exposing 
evidence trails in UI
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Open research in a 
machine-first world 

Page #

Must remain incentivised, trustworthy, & 
sustainable

Rebuilding these value chain is deliberate, 
difficult, ecosystem-wide work



Thank you 
monica.e.westin@gmail.com

This presentation reflects personal analysis and 
commentary, and not a policy position ofCambridge

University Press.
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Overview

Photo by Miguel Alcântara on Unsplash

❑ How does AI amplify bias?

❑Why is equity not merely a technical problem?

❑ Under what conditions can AI genuinely 

empower communities?

https://unsplash.com/@miguelalcantara?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-long-dark-hallway-with-a-window-in-the-middle-t7BOZp77S6c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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AI is not 
inherently good 
or bad.
Its impact 
depends on 
context, power, 
and inclusion or 
exclusion.

Photo by Ava Sol on Unsplash

The Central Argument

https://unsplash.com/@avasol?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-hand-holding-a-card-PILgsJoZ1kY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Photo by wattana phuangphila on Unsplash

Part One:
Bias and Its Costs

https://unsplash.com/@wattana001?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-rhinoceros-beetles-fighting-on-a-white-background-jzp5iLA94Hg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Bias Is Not a Bug: 
It’s Structural!
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Photo by wattana phuangphila on Unsplash

Part One: Bias and Its Costs

AI inherits history

https://unsplash.com/@wattana001?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-rhinoceros-beetles-fighting-on-a-white-background-jzp5iLA94Hg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2812958

The Illusion of Objectivity

Part One: Bias and Its Costs
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The Stakes in Higher Education

Part One: Bias and Its Costs

Photo by  usan Q Yin on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@syinq?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/books-on-brown-wooden-shelf-2JIvboGLeho?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


AI empowerment cannot exist 
without addressing systemic 

harms. 

Photo by Fabio Sasso on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@abduzeedo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brick-building-with-arched-storefronts-and-a-pickup-truck-Ku_6-AKmiVo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Photo by wattana phuangphila on Unsplash

Part Two: 
Equity, Participation, and 
Structural Inequities

https://unsplash.com/@wattana001?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-rhinoceros-beetles-fighting-on-a-white-background-jzp5iLA94Hg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Equity Is Not
a Technical Problem
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Photo by wattana phuangphila on Unsplash

Part Two: Equity, Participation, and Structural 
Inequities

https://unsplash.com/@wattana001?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-rhinoceros-beetles-fighting-on-a-white-background-jzp5iLA94Hg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Participation 
as the 
Mechanism 
of Integrity

40

Part Two: Equity, Participation, and Structural Inequities
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Part Two: Equity, Participation, and Structural 
Inequities

Photo by Julian Gentile on Unsplash

Whose Knowledge Counts?

https://unsplash.com/@juliangentile?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-statue-of-a-person-with-a-monkey-on-its-back-k5ajMDeivcU?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


42Photo by Mike Hindle on Unsplash

Resource Inequities and the 
Limits of "Just Participate"

Part Two: Equity, Participation, and Structural Inequities

https://unsplash.com/@mikehindle?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/symmetrical-view-looking-up-at-a-modern-building-facade-5AFkjhW1yAc?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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“Without ensuring equitable access, this AI 

advancement has the potential to exacerbate 
educational inequalities more than any prior 

technology.”

https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.55982/openpraxis.17.1.75
0



Part Three:
Empowerment — Conditional, 
Contextual, and Evidenced

44

Photo by wattana phuangphila on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@wattana001?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/two-rhinoceros-beetles-fighting-on-a-white-background-jzp5iLA94Hg?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Empowerment Is 
Possible

Photo by gretta vosper on Unsplash

Part Three: Empowerment — Conditional, Contextual, and Evidenced

https://unsplash.com/@grettav?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@grettav?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-basket-filled-with-yarn-sitting-on-top-of-a-chair-UlyYj81fvQ0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


46

https://decodeproject.eu/

What Empowerment 
Looks Like in Practice

https://www.ushahidi.com/about/our-story/

Part Three: Empowerment — Conditional, Contextual, and Evidenced



47Photo by Thomas Couillard on Unsplash

Co-Creation as the 
Condition for 
Empowerment

Part Three: Empowerment — Conditional, Contextual, and Evidenced

https://unsplash.com/@thomascouillard?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brown-rope-on-black-background-ug0gPPYvG1M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


“Co-creating AI systems can enable communities 
to address regional concerns”, 

and 
“Explaining data patterns using AI can surface 

local issues for public scrutiny”

Photo by Fabio Sasso on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@abduzeedo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brick-building-with-arched-storefronts-and-a-pickup-truck-Ku_6-AKmiVo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Conclusion

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash

✓ The spectrum, not the binary

✓ Recognise and actively mitigate bias

✓ Co-create with communities

✓ Invest meaningfully in access, infrastructure, and training

✓ Take the context seriously

https://unsplash.com/@jontyson?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/close-view-of-graffiti-wall-Bgd9VsD9EvQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Community engagement is an intentional 
action to involve the people, practitioners, 

and communities who are our target 
audience.

Photo by Fabio Sasso on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@abduzeedo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/brick-building-with-arched-storefronts-and-a-pickup-truck-Ku_6-AKmiVo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Thank you!

Godwyns Onwuchekwa



Thurs, 5th March, ONLINE 13:00-15:00, 
Cultivating FAIR data across disciplines

Fri, 6th March, ONLINE 11:00-12:00, 
How to do open research safely

#OxFOS26

Join the mail list to get the recordings
Email: oxfos-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk

Still time to book!
go.glam.ox.ac.uk/OxFOS26

We’d love to 
hear what 

you thought 
of todays 

event

Thank you
for coming
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