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Abstract: This article looks to paint a picture of life and death at the reformed Benedictine (later Cistercian) abbey of Savigny, head of Normandy’s only native monastic order. Using the abbey’s extensive collection of charters, as well as narrative and annalistic texts, it traces in detail the different networks that underpinned recruitment at the abbey, from its abbots to its lay brothers, and attempts to reconstruct the community’s lost sepulchral landscape, in particular with regards to the burial of its lay benefactors. As a result, it offers the first such evaluation of a Savigniac community, either in France or the British Isles, providing a case study that should be of interest not just to scholars working on the history of Savigny itself, but also to those looking to understand the various ways in which monastic institutions, both Cistercian and otherwise, helped to shape and influence the wider world in which they operated.
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This article looks to paint a picture of life and death at the Norman abbey of Savigny in the central Middle Ages. Founded towards the beginning of the twelfth century on the frontier between three major principalities, Savigny was at the head of Normandy’s only native monastic order, which, at its height, counted more than forty houses throughout northern France and the British Isles. Its story is one that has naturally attracted much scholarly attention, but this to date has tended to focus either on Savigny’s estates and institutional workings,
 or its various saints,
 or on certain key episodes, in particular the abbey’s eventual incorporation, along with its daughters, into the wider Cistercian network.
 In contrast, the story of Savigny’s people – its abbots, monks and lay brothers – and of the community they served, in particular those benefactors who chose to be buried among them, is one that has yet to be explored in any detail, save in the largely hagiographical – and frequently inaccurate – work of Dom Claude Auvry, prior of Savigny (1698-1712), which was published at the end of the nineteenth century.
 

To correct this here is important for a number of reasons. First, while many key figures in Savigny’s story, such as St Vitalis (d. 1122) and Stephen of Lexington (1229-1243), whose abbacies essentially serve as the bookends of this particular study, are already well-known,
 the recruitment of many of their contemporaries, not to mention of ordinary monks, has never before been closely examined. In doing so for the first time, this article looks to fill a gap not just in the historiography of Savigny itself, but also in that of the wider Savigniac order. Indeed, if scholars can turn to an ever-increasing number of in-depth studies of Cistercian houses established directly from either Cîteaux or Clairvaux,
 there has been little effort either in Britain or France to examine the internal workings of their Savigniac cousins, and certainly none that uses recruitment and burial as a lens through which to illustrate the networks of which an individual house, and by extension its individual members, both living and dead, formed a part.
 
As far as Savigny is concerned, any such survey invariably becomes a survey also of the social, political and economic networks of the border region in which the abbey was located. Much important work has already been carried out on this volatile frontier, notably by Daniel Power and Daniel Pichot,
 but here the abbey and its community feature very much as supporting players in studies whose primary focus is the wider aristocracy. Recent work on Cistercian borderland houses elsewhere has shown the importance of setting these institutions within their proper geopolitical context,
 which in Savigny’s case saw it patronised by important lay figures whose political and economic interests often placed them in conflict with Normandy’s rulers. Later upheavals would see much of the abbey’s written heritage destroyed, in particular its rich library,
 but there still exists an impressive collection of diplomatic material, including almost 1,700 original charters and copies of two cartularies. Again, this material is hardly unknown to scholars,
 with some using it to explore issues ranging from Norman customary law to the abbey’s scriptorium,
 but its prosopographical potential has yet to be fully brought to bear in terms of the community itself. Studied alongside surviving narrative and annalistic texts, these diplomatic sources have the potential to shed important light on Savigny’s individual members, on the community of which they formed a part, and on its external relationships. What follows, therefore, should be of interest not just to scholars working on the history of Savigny itself, but also to those looking to understand the various ways in which monastic institutions of all orders interacted with and influenced the wider world in which they operated.
Historiography and Methodology

Let us begin, however, by looking in a little more detail at Savigny’s history during this period, and at the sources that will form the basis of this study. Established in 1112 by the hermit Vitalis, a contemporary of Robert of Arbrissel (d. 1116), the early abbey of Savigny received its principal lay support from Stephen, count of Mortain (1112-1135), whom Vitalis had served as chaplain, and Ralph I de Fougères (d. 1124), whose donation of the forest in which Savigny was located earned his family the rank of ‘founders’. In ecclesiastical terms, Savigny’s foundation took place within the wider context of the intellectual and religious fervour of the late eleventh and early twelfth centuries, which saw the creation of various new orders, including, of course, that of Cîteaux. Like reformers elsewhere, Vitalis had embraced an itinerant existence, and Savigny’s early history is characterised more by his prowess as a wandering preacher than its development as a formal institution. 
It was only with the arrival of Vitalis’s successor, Abbot Geoffrey (1122-1138/9), that both the abbey and the order it founded began to take shape. According to contemporaries, it was Geoffrey who imposed strict discipline upon the monks,
 and it was under his influence that the Savigniac filiation began rapidly to expand, especially in England, where more than a dozen daughter houses had been established by the middle of the twelfth century.
 Although impressive, such expansion was not without its complications, and Geoffrey’s successor, Abbot Serlo (1140-1153), found himself confronted with trying to manage restive daughter houses that were themselves struggling with the conflict between King Stephen (1135-1154) and the Empress Mathilda (1102-1167), which, by 1142, had resulted in Savigny being effectively cut off from its filiation as a result of the Angevin conquest of western Normandy. The debate surrounding when and why Serlo decided to merge his order with that of Cîteaux has been both long and contentious, but it is now generally accepted that the incorporation itself took place in 1147, with Savigny becoming a daughter house of the abbey of Clairvaux.

This amalgamation was to have profound effects for both the Savigniac and Cistercian orders. Even if it has been argued that Serlo did not obtain for the abbot of Savigny the exalted position once thought,
 the abbey, which remained at the head of its own filiation, was able to retain for itself peculiar practices, particularly in the realm of finance, which have since been identified as a root cause of the later corruption of early Cistercian ideals.
 In terms of Savigny itself, by the beginning of the thirteenth century it had seen its possessions and buildings greatly enlarged and improved by a succession of capable abbots, two of whom had risen to become abbots of Cîteaux. Much like Abbot Geoffrey in the second quarter of the twelfth century, the reign of Abbot Stephen of Lexington some one hundred years later was characterised by an energetic programme of improvement.
 This culminated in the formal translation of the relics of Savigny’s ‘saints’ on 1 May 1243, which was followed, a little over seven months later, by Stephen’s election as abbot of Clairvaux. His successor at Savigny, Stephen de Châteaudun (1243/4-1255), while not quite of the same calibre, was nevertheless an impressive figure, who had previously been dean of the cathedral chapter of Rouen and abbot of Beaubec.

The legacy of this century and a half of growth and expansion was one that would endure until the eve of the French Revolution. The end of the ancien régime, however, brought to Savigny the same destruction visited upon monasteries throughout France, and, with the monks disbanded, the buildings were systematically raided for their stone. Little remains of these structures today, and although enough survives for architectural historians and archaeologists to reconstruct in part what once stood above ground,
 much is known thanks only to the written sources. These include the aforementioned collection of original charters, which represents an unrivalled resource as far as western Normandy is concerned.
 Largely unedited,
 the lion’s share of this is conserved at the Archives nationales in Paris,
 where it was transferred in the mid-nineteenth century,
 but there are also important smaller collections at Rouen and Angers,
 as well as individual charters (or handfuls thereof) in repositories from Los Angeles County to London.
 Each of these has been examined in the search for information relating to the community, as have the copies made of Savigny’s two cartularies,
 both of which were destroyed in 1944, with witness lists proving a particularly important source as far as individual monks are concerned. 

Of course, such methods are not without their difficulties, as a quick examination of two charters should help to illustrate. The first is an act of William Ptolomeus, bishop of Avranches (1199/1200-1210),
 which ends with the following witness list: Testibus hiis: Radulfo le Guerr(ier), officiali nostro, Rob(er)to Berhaut notario nostro, W(i)ll(el)mo de Valgrente, Joh(ann)e de Mathon, Juhello de Gucharderia, Gaufrido de Luceio, W(i)ll(el)mo de Croilert, Thoma Anglico, et multis aliis. At first glance, it would appear that this act was witnessed by two members of the bishop’s household and six laymen. Evidence from elsewhere, however, shows that John de Mathan, Juhel de la Gohardière and Geoffrey de Lucé were all monks,
 while William de Creully (or de Creullet) and Thomas Anglicus were lay brothers.
 William du Vau Grante,
 on the other hand, cannot be identified elsewhere as a member of the Savigny community, and while it would seem safe to conclude that he was a monk, it is more likely that he was a local layman.
 In contrast, the diplomatic evidence can sometimes offer what seems to be a long list of Savigny members, only to contain the very opposite. Such is the case with an act of Robert III de Vitré (c. 1118-1173), which is known only by nineteenth-century copies of the abbey’s cartulary.
 This ends with the following list: Joh(annes) decanus de Vitreio, mag(ister) Rob(ertus) filius Phillippi, Rainaldus Amauri, Theobaudus de Campell(is), Guill(elmus) de Combortilleio, Joh(annes) de Laudauren, Gaufridus de Cornilio, Guill(elmus) de S(ancto) Merveio, Guil(lelmus) de Villa Cocta, Hamelinus de Combortill(eio), Guil(lelmus) Brito, Petrus de Castello Gilonis, Rad(ulfus) Peisson, monachi Savigneii. Of these individuals, only the last two, Peter de Châteaugiron and Ralph Poisson, can be said with any certainty to have been monks,
 while figures such as John de Landavran and Hamelin de Combourtillé are identified as laymen in contemporary acts elsewhere.
 Every effort has therefore been made to cross-reference such lists, with individuals being treated as monks of Savigny until proven otherwise.

As for narrative sources, the most important with regards to this article is the so-called Chronicon Savigniacense. First published towards the end of the seventeenth century by Étienne Baluze (1630-1718),
 whose printing is still that most frequently cited today, the Chronicon is not the single text it appears, but rather three different sets of annals artificially combined together by Baluze with a short, mid-thirteenth-century gesta abbatum covering the period 1112 to 1243/4.
 Although somewhat laconic compared to similar texts produced elsewhere, the Chronicon contains invaluable information about Savigny, in particular with regards to the burial of its benefactors, and is the only source to record various events relating not just to the history of the abbey, but also to its environs. Of less use, but still of importance, are the various hagiographical texts produced at Savigny during this period, which include vitae of its ‘saints’
 and a collection of miracle stories.

Monastic Recruitment at Savigny

Having thus established some context, let us now turn to look at the community in more detail. Any such discussion naturally turns first towards the abbots, since their role combined several crucial aspects of leadership, both spiritual and material. Their reputation while alive was particularly important as far as recruitment was concerned, while an abbot’s legacy could continue to draw monks for many years after his death. This was certainly the case with Savigny’s founder, St Vitalis. Born in Tierceville, in the diocese of Bayeux,
 such was his legacy, which had first been cemented through a mortuary roll that circulated to over 200 monasteries in England and France,
 that residents were still able to identify his parents’ house in the mid-thirteenth century.
 Vitalis’s association with this region of Normandy had a number of practical consequences. The first concerned the abbey’s estates, which were augmented with important donations in nearby places such as Bazenville, some four kilometres to the northwest,
 and Thaon and Le Fresne-Camilly, a little over six kilometres to the southeast.
 From these places came not just important revenues, but also monastic recruits. Odo du Fresne (Fraxinis), who was perhaps one of Vitalis’s earliest disciples, can be identified as cellarer (celerarius) in the second quarter of the twelfth century,
 while some one hundred years later we find the monk Robert du Fresne (Freneia) among the witnesses of a charter of Adam, abbot of Dieulacres (1230 × 1232).
 Mauger and Philip de Thaon (Thaun) were contemporaries at the abbey towards the end of the twelfth century,
 as were Benedict and Turstin de Bazenville (Basenvilla) at the beginning of the thirteenth.
 To this list we might also add the monk Vitalis, who, besides sharing the first abbot of Savigny’s name, may have likewise come from Thaon,
 and William de Bretteville (Brettewill’), who was a member of the community in the 1230s-40s.

The most important recruit from this region, however, was a certain Hugh de Creully (or de Creullet), whose toponym shows he originated from a vill just a kilometre to the south of Tierceville.
 Hugh was an eminent member of the community in the late twelfth and early thirteenth centuries. His name can be found among the witnesses of at least 25 charters, and he has been identified elsewhere as a likely scribe in the abbey’s scriptorium.
 It is also possible that he was related to the aforementioned lay brother, William de Creully, next to whom he appears in at least three witness lists.
 In this, Hugh shared much in common with two other long-serving members of the abbey community, John Gruel and Richard Bastard. John, who was most probably a member of a Breton knightly family in the service of the lords of Mayenne,
 appears in more than twenty charters between 1179 and 1215,
 acting as the abbey’s proctor (procurator) on at least one occasion,
 and was no doubt a relative of the lay brother, Orricus Gruel, who witnessed a charter of Guy de Saint-Loup at the turn of thirteenth century.
 Richard Bastard, on the other hand, was a member of one of the two main landholding families of the parish of Savigny itself. The charter that records the circumstances in which he became a monk following the death of his wife, which saw the abbey annul his not inconsiderable debts,
 provides rich evidence of the interplay of custom, kinship and power structures inherent in monastic patronage and recruitment.
 Whether Richard’s case was typical or not is difficult to say, but we can note that, like Hugh de Creully and John Gruel, he was not only an extremely active member of the community,
 but he may also have played a role in the recruitment of a lay brother, namely Robert des Trois Épis,
 the brother of his nephew, Peter Anglicus.
 Whatever the case may be, the careers of Hugh, John and Richard illustrate the way in which an abbey such as Savigny was able to exploit its members’ networks both to further recruitment and to embed itself within the social fabric of the landscape over which it had control. 
If the diocese of Bayeux was a centre of recruitment for monks such as Hugh de Creully and Benedict de Bazenville, so it was for the abbots of Savigny themselves. Abbot Vitalis’s successor, Geoffrey, was from the city of Bayeux itself,
 while his successor, Abbot Serlo, hailed from Vaubadon, some twelve kilometres to the southwest.
 According to one of the abbey’s vitae, Abbot William III de Toulouse (1178-1179) was a native of Caen,
 and while it has been argued that William IV de Dobra (1187/8-1207) was from Dover in England,
 it would not be unreasonable to suggest that he instead came from Douvres,
 some eleven kilometres to the east of Tierceville. The so-called Chronicon also reveals that the Savigny chapter continued to prefer men with links to this region into the thirteenth century: this included Abbot Luke of Bayeux (1226-1229) and Abbot Ralph (1208-1221), who had previously been an archdeacon of the diocese.

As for those other abbots of whose origins we can be certain, these point, if not to the diocese of Bayeux, then very often to western Normandy and to Savigny’s immediate environs. Thus, an abbatial list produced at Furness shows that Abbot Evan (c. 1139) originated from the city of Avranches;
 Richard de Courcy (bef. 20 April 1154-1158) came either from Courcy near Coutances or Courcy in the modern department of Calvados;
 and, according to the editors of the Gallia Christiana, Roger Bissonet (1221-1226) was from Aunay (Alneto), presumably Aunay-sur-Odon, where a Savigniac house was located.
 In fact, of the twelfth-century abbots, only Alexander of Cologne (1158-1161), who had previously been abbot of Grandselve (1149-1158) and was later abbot of Cîteaux (1168-1178), can be said to have come from outside Normandy itself. Likewise, Stephen of Lexington and Stephen de Châteaudun both came from further afield, but they are exceptions to the local rule in the first half of the thirteenth century.
At first glance, the somewhat parochial recruitment of the abbots of Savigny may appear as nothing out of the ordinary. After all, even if the election of Abbot Simon (1179-1184/5), nephew of the count of Évreux,
 shows that the abbacy was considered by some a prize worth having,
 Savigny was in many ways a local house, whose influence paled in comparison to an institution like nearby Mont Saint-Michel.
 It might also be considered unremarkable that the heads of this Norman house were in many instances not just Norman themselves, but also from the locality. This was certainly the case in the Benedictine world, as the work of Véronique Gazeau has shown,
 while recruitment patterns at Savigny also fit with those observable at Norman Cistercian houses elsewhere.
 Savigny’s frontier location, however, meant that its worldview was one shaped more often by the world beyond Normandy’s borders than that within it. Its founder was the patriarch of a powerful Breton family; many of the abbey’s possessions lay south and west of the Norman frontier; and, as we shall see, the benefactors who chose to be interred within its walls had interests and networks of influence that lay far from the duchy’s heartlands. Moreover, the diplomatic evidence shows that not only did members of the local aristocracy, such as Henry de Fougères (d. 1150) and William Avenel, seneschal of Mortain, choose to retire there,
 but that the abbey also attracted men like Geoffrey de Rennes, Ralph de Châteaugiron, John de Combourtillé and Hugh de Mayenne,
 whose toponyms reveal connections to non-Norman power centres, and perhaps also to the families that controlled them.

That not one abbot in this period can be tied in any way to these individuals is, therefore, of some note, and provides evidence of how Savigny, like frontier Cistercian houses elsewhere, was largely able to engage with the secular world without necessarily being subject to it.
 Moreover, if recruitment to the abbacy tended towards Normandy, the recruitment of the abbey’s monks reflects far more vividly its place at the crossroads of three principalities. Of course, identifying toponyms is always a fraught business, but even those of a fairly common form can be identified with a measure of certainty, as in the case of William de Saint-Jean, who probably hailed from Saint-Jean-le-Blanc in the diocese of Bayeux.
 Of course, many of the monks who witnessed charters, or are mentioned in other sources, are known only by their first name, leaving any resulting picture incomplete. Toponymic analysis nevertheless reveals that if monks were recruited in large part from the modern departments of Manche (in which Savigny is situated), Ille-et-Vilaine and Calvados (fig. 1), they also came from further afield in France. The presence of monks such as William of Neath, Stephen and Peter of Furness, and Simon of Cardiff in the twelfth century,
 and of Ralph of Croxden in the mid-thirteenth also shows recruitment stretched to England and Wales,
 with other Savigniac houses clearly playing some sort of a role in the process. 
The community at Savigny was not only diverse during this period, but also reasonably large. According to the so-called Chronicon and a charter of 1238, there were around 40 monks in the mid-thirteenth century.
 Whether this was also the case in the twelfth century is difficult to say. The abovementioned mortuary roll claims the community established by Vitalis numbered 140,
 but this figure refers to the saint’s various followers, both male and female, rather than to a strict monastic institution. Whatever the case may be, by the 1130s the abbey had not just an abbot and prior, but also a sub-prior, cellarer, sub-cellarer and treasurer.
 Within a decade or so, these officials had been joined by the offices of sacristan (sacrista), novice master (magister noviciorum), cantor (cantor), infirmarian (infirmarius), guest-master (hospitalis) and porter (portarius).
 
The existence of the last three, which has not been noted before, is of particular interest, as it suggests a community both willing and able to accommodate guests. As a Cistercian house, Savigny was supposed to be withdrawn from the world, but hospitality was nevertheless an important element of Cistercian life. According to the Charter of Charity, no new abbey was to be founded without such places as a guest-house and a gate-keeper’s cell,
 and it is not impossible that these had been introduced at Savigny by the prior Theobald, who had been sent from Clairvaux in the wake of the merger to introduce the monks to Cistercian practices.
 Hospitality was also especially important for borderland institutions, which often found themselves serving as useful mustering points for those involved in military campaigns or important gatherings.
 Savigny was certainly no stranger to such events, since in 1172 it hosted the first round of negotiations between papal legates and Henry II (1154-1189) in relation to the murder of Thomas Becket,
 and on 21 April 1256 it welcomed Louis IX (1226-1270), along with his large retinue, during the king’s tour of western Normandy.
 
Of course, the abbey would have also received a steady stream of regular visitors, both men and women, in particular those wishing to be healed at the shrine of the abbey’s saints. Savigny’s collection of miracle stories shows people came regularly from its environs, but they also travelled from as far afield as Tierceville, some 100 kilometres to the northeast.
 In fact, such is the nature of this work, which records the names, ranks and origins of those healed at Savigny, that it can only have been compiled thanks to the existence of some sort of visitors’ book. It should finally be noted that the abbey was sufficiently large at this time to begin sending its members to populate establishments elsewhere. Thus, we find the monks Matthew and Peter de Quinciaco in England, where the latter helped found the abbey of Jervaulx,
 while the monk Odo, who was blessed as abbot of Fontaine-les-Blanches on 11 November 1134, was succeeded by the monk Gilbert, whose Savigny companion, Hugh de Brandellis, later became abbot of La Boissière.
 

But it is not until the latter part of the twelfth century that enough evidence survives for us to provide a snapshot of the community at a given time. Of course, the difficulties already discussed above regarding the identification of individuals, combined with the fact that many of the abbey’s charters are undated, means that any such snapshot is a rough one. Nevertheless, analysis of the diplomatic evidence reveals a little over forty monks at the abbey in the period between 1178 and 1188, of whom around thirty were there between 1178 and 1184/5 (fig. 2), a figure that is about the average for this period.
 Among these individuals we find the aforementioned Richard Bastard, by then a senior figure who had been at Savigny since the mid-1160s, as well as John Gruel, James de Torigni and Richard d’Épinay, who, judging by the number of their attestations, were among the most important members of the community.
 Unfortunately, it is not possible to associate these individuals with any of the abbey’s offices, save that of cellarer, which was held by James de Torigni,
 but in the person of Maingaud, prior of Mortain,
 we get a glimpse into one of the peculiarities of the Savigniac system, which allowed for the temporal possessions of its female priories to be administered by a monk who lived along with the nuns.
    
Savigny’s Lay Brothers: Separate But Equal?

Of course, as a Cistercian house, the community at Savigny was also supported by a large number of lay brothers, or conversi. The important role played by these individuals in the material success of the Cistercian order in the twelfth century is widely acknowledged, with a host of studies looking either at the lay brothers as a general phenomenon or at the many regional networks of granges they helped to establish and maintain.
 The story of the Savigny lay brothers, however, is one that has yet to be studied in any real detail. This is due largely to the fact that their appearances in the documentary record are sometimes as difficult to pin down as their rather ambiguous place within the Cistercian economic and spiritual world. It is nevertheless possible to identify around fifty lay brothers for the period up to 1250, with some appearing on more than one occasion.
Thanks to the survival of a remarkable yet little-noticed charter among the abbey’s archives, it is also possible to say something about the conditions under which at least one lay brother entered into the abbey’s service. This act, which was issued in 1202 by Abbot William IV de Douvres in chirograph form, concerns a certain Galet (Galetus),
 who owned a tenement (masura) in Thelleio, most likely Atilly near Landivy.
 Giving himself and his tenement to Savigny, the monks in return received Galet into their brotherhood, allowing him to live with them in secular habit for as long as he continued to live an honest life. They also promised to allow him the enjoyment of his possessions, to provide him with food and clothing ‘like one of our lay brothers’ (sicut uni conversorum nostrorum), and never to send him to another region, unless he was willing. Upon taking up the religious habit, Galet agreed that his possessions would be transferred to the abbey, which would place his wife in the priory of Mortain and apprentice his son to the abbey’s shoemaker (sutorius) for two or three years, during which time the child would be fed and clothed as one of the abbey’s servants (serviens).
Whether or not the circumstances under which Galet became a member of Savigny’s lay brotherhood were typical is difficult to say. Other lay brothers certainly made donations at the time of their entry into the abbey’s fraternity,
 as was expected, but only one other act makes mention of a female relative being placed in the monks’ custody as part of the process.
 What is clear is that the recruitment of the abbey’s lay members shared much in common with traits observed in the wider Cistercian world. The Savigny evidence, for example, bears out James France’s observation that the social gap between the monks and their lay community was often not as great as assumed.
 As we have seen, Orricus Gruel and Robert des Trois Épis were both related to Savigny monks, as was Gervase Hai, whose son, Matthew, was a monk at the abbey.
 If other lay brothers cannot be directly linked to Savigny monks, the activities of some, such as Robert de la Gailleule, who was an active member of the entourage of Andrew II de Vitré (1173-1211),
 suggests they came from relatively elevated social backgrounds. Indeed, almost a third of the Savigny lay brothers are associated with a toponymic, some of which are linked to power centres such as Mayenne, Landivy and Saint-Lô,
 which are themselves associated either with other monks or local aristocratic families.
In terms of their activities, we are entirely reliant on the diplomatic evidence, which offers only a glimpse of the lay community’s service outside the monastic precinct. It is nevertheless possible either to find references to certain grange masters, such as Odo, master of Vaux, and Stephen, master of Champ Fleury,
 both of whom were based in Brittany, or to associate specific lay brothers with particular regions. Thus, Bernard, Hamelin and the aforementioned Robert de la Gailleule all appear frequently in charters concerning the region around Rennes, suggesting they were attached to one of the four Savigny granges in the area,
 while the lay brother Ruelon de Chambeurre (Chamborre) was no doubt responsible for the grange of that name at Saint-Martin-des-Champs in the diocese of Avranches.
 In other instances, it is clear that the lay brothers served as travelling companions for the abbots and monks, as is known to have been the case elsewhere.
 We therefore find Brother Gilbert at Ernée with prior Roger d’Aunay (aft. Nov. 1156 - bef. Dec. 1163) and the monk Peter de Châteaugiron in 1160;
 at Le Mans on 5 November that same year with the same prior Roger and the monk Hamon (likely the celebrated Hamon de Landecot);
 and at Saint-Lô on 18 February 1163 with Abbot William II (1161/2-1165) and the monk Ingetulfus.
 Likewise, on 27 May 1201 we find the monk James de Torigni at Long Bennington (Lincs) along with the lay brothers Alan, Thomas Anglicus and William Guerneth, who had either travelled with him to England or were attached to the Savigny grange there.
  
One charter even allows a rare glimpse of the lay community participating in the religious life of the abbey. Issued on 25 March 1206, it relates how Geoffrey de Saint-Brice granted to the abbey certain possessions in the parish of Contrières.
 It concludes with the following:

Actum est hoc publice in capitulo Savign(eii), anno Dominicae Incarnationis .M.o CC.o VIo, in die Annunciationis Domini. Ex hac elemosina ibidem saisivi dominum Will(elmu)m abbatem per quandam librum quam statim posui [Gaufridus] super majus altare exiens de capitulo, Will(elm)o de Saintell(is) priore, Herb(er)to de Sancto Laudo, Philippo de Thaun, monachis, fratre Mainguido et Nicholao de Meduana, conversis, sequentibus et videntibus.
The presence of the two lay brothers, Maingaud and Nicholas de Mayenne, at this event is noteworthy for a number of reasons. First, it seemingly shows Cistercian ideals, which restricted participation by lay brothers in the monks’ chapter to important liturgical feasts, being put into practice, although the fact that 25 March 1206 was a Saturday, rather than one of the Sundays to which participation was limited,
 suggests that such rules were not always strictly adhered to. Second, the fact that both Nicholas and Maingaud are among those members of the chapter said to have ‘followed and witnessed’ the high altar ceremony to mark the donation is significant, since it shows that lay brothers were occasionally allowed access to a part of the abbey church that the Cistercians in both their regulations and architecture took great pains to conceal from them.
 It also shows that while much stood to separate the lay community from that of the monks, leading to what has famously been called a lay brother’s life of humility but also humiliation,
 there were brief moments at Savigny such as this, and many more unrecorded besides, during which such barriers might momentarily dissolve.

Indeed, as has already been noted elsewhere, the fact that some monastic officers, such as the infirmarian, guest master and cellarer, were allowed lay brother assistants means that the boundary between the two communities may in reality have been more fluid than traditionally believed.
 In fact, it is possible to observe such fluidity in action at Savigny in early December 1218, when a certain Peter le Choscheren came to the abbey and died in the lay infirmary surrounded by various figures, both secular and religious, among whom we find the monk Turstin (perhaps the abovementioned Turstin de Bazenville), who was then serving as confessor, and a lay brother of the same name.
 
Benefactors and Burial

Other laymen, of course, came not just to die at the abbey, but also to be buried there. As with many aspects of the community in life, the history of Savigny’s sepulchral activities is one that has yet to be studied in any real detail. Little, of course, remains of the abbey’s fabric, and besides a salvaged tomb cover attributed to one of the lords of Fougères,
 the only known visual record of its effigial monuments is to be found in a handful of eighteenth-century drawings.
 It is thus once again to the documentary evidence that we must turn in order to understand the ways in which the monastic community sought to manage the burial of its benefactors, which, unlike other lay-religious interactions, left a permanent physical reminder within the abbey precinct. As with every aspect of life at Savigny, the issue of who could be interred at the abbey, and where within it, was one in which the monks were ostensibly bound by strict Cistercian statutes, which placed an emphasis on restraint.
 This is not to suggest, of course, that Savigny was either devoid of burials or its community unaware of how important sepulchral monuments could be. After all, the continued burial of a family of benefactors played a key role in illustrating an abbey’s stability and permanence, thus engendering further benefactions as a result,
 with monastic communities sometimes coming into conflict over their perceived rights in this regard. Savigny was itself no stranger to such matters, and, at the beginning of the thirteenth century, lost a dispute over the burial of Juhel II de Mayenne (c. 1181/2-1220), who, before he founded the abbey of Fontaine-Daniel and was eventually interred there, had agreed to be buried at Savigny along with a number of his closest relatives and allies in Maine, Anjou and Brittany.
 
Moreover, as Juhel’s intentions suggest, while the abovementioned statutes may have placed limitations upon who could be buried at Savigny, these limitations were neither all-encompassing nor slavishly followed. Exemptions as to which lay persons could be buried in a Cistercian abbey began to be made from the 1140s onwards, and by 1179 the General Chapter had ruled that founders should not be refused interment.
 The monks of Savigny considered their founders to be the lords of Fougères, whose forebear, Ralph I, had granted the forest to Abbot Vitalis in which the abbey was situated. It is unclear whether Ralph himself was ever buried at Savigny,
 but it seems likely that it served as the final resting place of his son, Henry, since he retired to the abbey as a monk shortly before his death in 1150.
 As for his son, Ralph II, there has been some confusion both as to the date and location of his death, and it is not impossible that the monks deliberately fabricated reports that it occurred at the abbey in 1194 in order to begin a tradition of founder burial that they so far somewhat lacked.
 In fact, despite the pretensions of a list of Fougères interments published at the end of the nineteenth century,
 now since lost, only the burials of Ralph III (1210-1256) and his father, Geoffrey (d. 1212), are explicitly confirmed by the medieval sources. Their tombs lay beside one another in the cloister outside the chapter house (ante capitulum),
 itself the customary burial place of Cistercian abbots, and also one of the most important buildings in the monastic complex. It seems safe to assume, however, that later visitors to the abbey would nevertheless have found various Fougères burials in this spot, since on 29 December 1253 both Isabelle and Jeanne, wife and daughter of Ralph III, stipulated that they wished to be interred at the abbey among their ancestors ‘whose bodies lie in that same place’ (quorum corpora in eodem loco requiescunt).

The so-called Chronicon shows that the other prominent location for burials was the cloister outside the chapel of St Catherine, where Nicholas Avenel, lord of Chalandrey, and members of the le Gendre family (both male and female) were laid to rest in the 1240s and 1250s.
 The chapel itself, which until 1243 contained the relics of Savigny’s ‘saints’, making it a key intercessory space within the monastic precinct, served as a mausoleum for the lords of Vitré. It was the final resting place of Robert III de Vitré, whose son, Andrew II, granted land whose revenues were to be used towards its lighting,
 and it was in the chapel that Andrew, along with his three brothers, elected to be buried.
 Interestingly, the Chronicon reveals that the chapel was also the last resting place of Goranton V de Vitré, who was buried there on 26 December 1241.
 Goranton, whose father (Hervey IV) and grandfather (Goranton IV) were Savigny benefactors,
 was a member of an older, unrelated lineage, known today as the Goranton-Hervé de Vitré.
 The rival families had come into conflict in the middle of the twelfth century, but by the time of Goranton V’s death the two had long since been reconciled. His little-remarked-on burial in what was essentially the necropolis of the more powerful lords of Vitré is nevertheless of interest, and was a concession perhaps granted by Andrew III de Vitré (1211-1250) only because he knew that Goranton had died without a male heir. According to Dom Claude Auvry, members of the main Vitré line were buried together in a single tomb,
 of which a drawing survives,
 which in turn suggests that the monks tried consciously to limit the physical impact of such lay burials on the ecclesiastical space in which they were to be found.

Sadly, identifying the precise location of the other burials known to have taken place at Savigny is not so simple. In terms of the cloistral complex itself, we know that the lords of Fougères did not hold a monopoly over burial outside the chapter house, since Hugh de Bazeille (Baselliis) was laid to rest there alongside his mother on 14 April 1249, and was later joined by his wife, Agatha, on 28 June 1264.
 The two most desirable locations for burials would have been the chapter house itself and the east end of the abbey church,
 the latter of which was home, by 1 May 1243, to the reliquaries of Savigny’s ‘saints’.
 But no evidence survives to suggest that any lay person was ever interred during our period in these spaces, which, for outsiders, were reserved for high-ranking ecclesiastics such as William IV Burel, bishop of Avranches (1210-1236), who was buried in the choir.
 According to the editors of the Gallia Christiana, the heart of Abbot Louis de Bourbon-Vendôme (1500-1510),
 who was also bishop of Avranches (1485-1510), was placed in the same tomb, suggesting that even as late as the sixteenth century the monks preferred such spaces to be devoid of distracting ornamentation. 

Given how completely Savigny’s buildings have since been destroyed, and the damage they had previously suffered at the hands of the Huguenots,
 any conclusions about the extent and form of its sepulchral monuments must be tentative at best. It is nevertheless tempting to suggest that the monastic precinct in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries would have been quite plain in this respect. References even to the tombs of Savigny’s non-saintly abbots are all but non-existent, and whatever monuments were in place before the French Revolution appear not to have attracted the attention of early-modern authorities like François Roger de Gaignières (1642-1715), whose large collection of drawings help preserve for us a record of tombs and effigies at abbeys and cathedrals throughout France.
 The handful of fourteenth- and fifteenth-century Savigny tombs known thanks to the aforementioned eighteenth-century drawings show that the abbey was eventually home to the sort of opulent structures, including that of a lay person in the chapter house,
 found elsewhere in the later Cistercian world,
 but in the period up to 1300, the community seems to have resisted the sort of ‘intrusive’ lay burials that were becoming increasingly common in other Cistercian houses at this time.

Of course, lay burial at a Cistercian house was not limited to the cloistral complex. The abbey’s cemetery, which lay within the monastic precinct and thus offered an intercessory space from which those interred could still hope for spiritual benefit, was often home to the graves of individuals of middling or lower social rank.
 This was no different at Savigny, where in 1162 we find Payne de Saint-Brice, patriarch of a tenant family of the lords of Fougères,
 securing burial in the abbey’s cemetery for himself, for his wife and for his three sons should they die in the secular habit.
 We know not only that these burials subsequently took place, but that interment in the cemetery was highly prized by the family, since the body of Payne’s son, William, who died at Angers on 4 July 1215, was transported the not inconsiderable distance to Savigny in order that he might be buried ‘with his ancestors’ (cum antecessoribus suis).
 Other cemetery burials included those of Gerald de Landivy, who was interred there in the first decades of the abbey’s existence, along with a number of his descendants;
 Robert de Villiers, whose son Geoffrey gave land in aid of his father’s soul;
 and the monk Richard Bastard’s wife, who is the only woman known to have been buried in this particular space.
 
Of those other lay persons for whom Savigny served as a final resting place, we know only that they were buried (or that they requested to be), rather than the precise location in which they were interred. A high-ranking individual such as Maurice de Craon (d. 1196), whose heart was buried at Savigny on the same day that his widow, Isabelle (d. 1220), daughter of Waleran de Meulan (1104-1166), elected to be interred at the abbey,
 was probably laid to rest in the cloistral complex. The same is most likely true for Ralph de Subligny, brother of Richard de Subligny, bishop of Avranches (1142/3-1153), whose burial before 1142 is one of the few known to pre-date Savigny’s merger with Cîteaux.
 Others, such as Amaury I de Craon (1170-1226), may well at one time have expressed a desire to be buried at the abbey, but eventually found their final resting place elsewhere.
 The resting places of other leading magnates who committed to burial at Savigny, such as William de la Guerche (Guirchia), are unknown.

As for those persons of lower rank, it is possible only to say something about the circumstances in which they secured burial at Savigny, their general social status, and their geographical origins. Let us note first that outside of the high-status female burials discussed above, there are very few references to the inhumation of women of middling or lower rank. Those that can be identified, such as the burial of Richard Bastard’s wife, or that of Eremberga de Combraio, who was laid to rest at Savigny on 14 July 1246, were granted as a type of counter-gift to a donation made by one of their male relatives.
 The interment of wealthy female peasants anywhere in the monastic precinct is unknown, but if Savigny had anything in common with Cistercian houses elsewhere then these must have taken place.
 Of course, only a comprehensive archaeological survey of the abbey’s cemetery would reveal whether this was truly the case.

As for their geographical origins, it should come as little surprise that those individuals of lesser rank who chose to be buried at the abbey came either from its environs or from regions in which it was possessed. Thus, Roger Viarius and his son, Marchisius, who along with Roger’s nephew, Hamelin Brectas, secured the right to be buried at Savigny in October 1155, held land less than twenty kilometres from the abbey,
 as did Richard de Sillandre (Serlando) and Freelinus des Loges, both of whom came from less than ten kilometres away.
 William de Ducey, on the other hand, died within spitting distance of the Savigny grange at Saint-Martin-des-Champs,
 and was the progenitor of a family with various links in the region,
 while individuals such as Pascherius de la Grétais (la Gretai), John de Champeaux (Champellis), William son of Payne (not Payne de Saint-Brice) and George de Saint-Crespin all came from the area between Rennes and Fougères, where various Savigny granges were located.
 Other benefactors, such as Odo de Montgiroux (Montegirulfi), and Jordan and Richard de Cambernon (Campo Arnulfi) came from slightly further afield, but the acts recording their right to burial still show connections to places well within the abbey’s sphere of influence.

It should finally be noted that if burial at Savigny was very much a family affair for individuals of elevated social status, so it was for those of lesser rank. As we have seen, the descendants of Payne de Saint-Brice and Gerald de Landivy sought to be interred alongside their forebears, as did the aforementioned Freelinus des Loges, who asked to be buried at the abbey and to be received there as a monk just like his father, William Coislier.
 Robert son of Peter secured the promise of burial at Savigny along with his wife, Petronilla,
 while others still, like the lords under whom they served, might in death find themselves laid to rest not far from those over whom they had held sway in life.
 
Of course, as was the case at monastic institutions throughout medieval Europe, the monks of Savigny had a range of intercessory responsibilities that did not depend solely on the burial of the dead. Individuals such as Nicholas Bouchart and his wife, Maria, might request that their names be inscribed in the abbey’s necrology,
 sadly now lost, or ask that they be remembered in the monks’ prayers,
 even if they ended up being buried elsewhere.
 Such provisions helped bind the abbey ever closer to its circle of benefactors and neighbours, and ensured that, like the recruitment of its living members, its networks of influence in death might stretch beyond its immediate physical environs. 
Conclusion

Any picture of these networks, and of the monastic community that lay at their heart, can never pretend to be complete, given the nature of the surviving sources. Nevertheless, in reconstructing patterns of recruitment and burial at Savigny in the period up to c. 1250, this article, beyond improving our knowledge of the abbey itself, has shed light on a number of broader issues. In the first instance, prosopographical analysis of the monastic community has shown the extent to which the abbey was able to embed itself within local (and sometimes more distant) family, kinship and tenurial groups. In this respect, Savigny had much in common with Cistercian frontier houses elsewhere, whose success was intimately linked to the social, economic and political cross-border connections permeating the regions in which they were located.
 That monastic recruitment also depended upon these same connections should come as little surprise, but the patterns observed at Savigny not only help confirm those already observed elsewhere, but also illustrate the importance of carrying out such local studies in a monastic context. Indeed, Savigny may not have had the same renown as its own mother house at Clairvaux, nor that of a local Benedictine neighbour like Mont Saint-Michel, but it nevertheless carved out a sizeable presence across multiple principalities, each of which were home to various monastic institutions competing for resources.
In much the same way, these patterns also serve as an important reminder of how Savigny’s individual members, from its abbots to its lay brothers, were inextricably linked to the wider world their vocation ostensibly required them to shun. As we have seen, abbots and ordinary monks alike were often part of kin-groups with extensive networks of power in the strategic region in which the abbey was located, and while these connections can only occasionally be traced in great detail, as in the example of Richard Bastard, his case cannot have been exceptional. Thus, much as the foundations of Savigny’s walls remain as an echo of the impressive structure they once supported, so too is the socio-economic complexity of its community alluded to in the subscriptions of those monks, such as Ansketil the sub-prior, Matthew the vestiarius or Richard the cellarer, who are known only by a handful of mentions and their first names.
 The same is also true of the abbey’s community of lay brothers, who have been shown above to have shared many of the same connections as the monks they served, as is known to have been the case elsewhere, and whose occasional appearances in the written sources do little justice to the important and varied role(s) they played.
This article has also shown that the decision-makers at Savigny, like those of at least one other frontier Cistercian house,
 were able skilfully to engage with lay society while largely maintaining the abbey’s autonomy. The lords of Fougères remained loyal supporters throughout this period, even writing to the pope on the abbey’s behalf,
 but seem never to have demanded control over the office of abbot or any other senior position. Savigny’s charters and its miracle collection show that the leading families of the region, along with their supporters, both gave generously to the abbey and came to its shrines seeking divine help,
 and while the monks inevitably found themselves party to disputes, they seem never to have faced the sort of protracted conflict that plagued Cistercian institutions elsewhere.
 Much the same balance between engagement and autonomy is evident in the abbey’s burial of its lay benefactors. If leading nobles such as the lords of Fougères and their relatives (both male and female) were honoured with internment within the cloistral complex, none are known to have imposed themselves upon the abbey’s fabric through intrusive burial in a space such as the chapter house, as their counterparts did at Cistercian houses in England and Scotland.
 Only the lords of Vitré were laid to rest in a key site of intercessory prayer, but their sepulchral presence was apparently limited to a single tomb, while the abbey church seems to have been all but devoid of such monuments. As a result, and with all the caveats concerning the silences of this type of evidence in mind, it seems safe to conclude that Savigny was able to resist for longer the sort of lay encroachment observable at Cistercian houses elsewhere. To gain any sense of how it was able to achieve this would require looking beyond the issues covered in this article, but the findings contained herein should have shown, if nothing else, that the broader history of the abbey of Savigny is one that both awaits and deserves to be written.
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	No
	Place
	Department and canton
	Latin form
	Monk(s)
	References
	Date


	1
	Arry
	Calvados, cant. Aunay-sur-Odon, cne. Le Locheur
	Arreio
	Ansketil d’Arry
	Power, ‘Norman Customary Law’, pp. 299-304 (= no. 5)
	1201

	2
	Aunay-sur-Odon
	Calvados, ch.-l. de cant.
	Alneto
	Roger d’Aunay
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 26-28
	Nov 1156

	3
	Avranches
	Manche, ch.-l. de cant.
	Abrincis
	Peter d’Avranches

	AN, L 979, no. 112
	1140 × 1153

	4
	+ Banneville-sur-Ajon
	Calvados, cant. Aunay-sur-Odon
	Barnevilla
	Humphrey de Banneville
	AN, L 979, no. 112
	1140 × 1153

	5
	Bazenville
	Calvados, cant. Courseulles-sur-Mer
	Basenvilla
	Benedict de Bazenville, Turstin de Bazenville
	Power, ‘Norman Customary Law’, pp. 299-304 (= no. 5); AN, L 978, no. 1371
	1201; late 12th c. × 1202

	6
	+ Bouligny
	Manche, cant. Pont-Hébert, cne. Villiers-Fossard
	Boligne
	William de Bouligny
	AN, L 972, no. 674
	1189 × 1199

	7
	Bourgon
	Mayenne, cant. Loiron
	Borgon
	Andrew de Bourgon. John de Bourgon
	AN, L 968, no. 291; BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 312-313
	1187/8 × 1189/94; 1184/5

	8
	Brécey
	Manche, cant. Isigny-le-Buat
	Breceio
	Robert de Brécey
	AN, L 967, no. 147
	1170 × 1182

	9
	+ Bretteville-l’Orgueilleuse
	Calvados, ch.-l. de cant.
	Brettewilla
	William de Bretteville
	AN, L 969, no. 424
	July 1231

	10
	Briollay
	Maine-et-Loire, cant. Angers-5
	Briolei
	Walter de Briollay
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, p. 383
	1140 × 1153/4

	11
	Caen
	Calvados, ch.-l. de cant.
	Cadomo / Cadumo
	Germain de Caen, William de Toulouse, Renaud de Caen
	RBM, MS Leber 5636, no. 23; ‘Vitae B. Petri et B. Hamonis’, ed. by Sauvage, p. 525; AN, L 975, no. 1074
	1191/4 × 1212; bef. 30 Apr 1173; 1170 × 1179/80

	12
	Cairon
	Calvados, cant. Bretteville-l’Orgueilleuse
	Carone
	Gervase de Cairon
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 400-401
	Dec 1163 × 1187, perhaps c. 1174

	13
	Caligny
	Orne, cant. Flers-1
	Calign(eio)
	Rualdus de Caligny
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427
	aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3

	14
	Carpiquet
	Calvados, cant. Caen-2
	Karpiceto
	Henry de Carpiquet
	AN, L 977, no. 1229
	1202

	15
	+ Cerisy-la-Forêt
	Manche, cant. Pont-Hébert
	Cerasio / Cer’ / Ceresio
	Germain de Cerisy, Nicholas de Cerisy, Odo de Cerisy
	AN, L 978, no. 1371; BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 125-126; AN, L 973, no. 789
	late 12th c. × 1202; 26 June 1192; c. 1183 × 1188/91

	16
	Châteaugiron
	Ille-et-Vilaine, ch.-l. de cant.
	Castello Gir’ / Castello Giron
	Peter de Châteaugiron, Ralph de Châteaugiron
	AN, L 969, no. 404; AN, L 968, no. 234
	1162; late 12th c. × 1202

	17
	Chèvreville
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Caprewilla
	William de Chèvreville
	AN, L 969, no. 424
	July 1231

	18
	Cintheaux
	Calvados, cant. Thury-Harcourt
	Samtellis
	William de Cintheaux
	AN, L 969, no. 321
	25 March 1206

	19
	Colomby-sur-Thaon
	Calvados, cant. Courseulles-sur-Mer
	Columbeyo
	Richard de Colomby
	AN, L 969, no. 424
	July 1231

	20
	Combourtillé
	Ille-et-Vilaine, cant. Fougères-1
	Cumburtilleio
	John de Combourtillé
	RBM, MS Leber 5636, no. 3
	Oct 1155

	21
	+ Condé-sur-Vire
	Manche, ch.-l. de cant.
	Conde
	Ralph de Condé
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, p. 110
	bef. 1199 × 1202

	22
	Cornillé
	Ille-et-Vilaine, cant. Fougères-Vitré
	Cornille
	Ralph de Cornillé
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 312-313
	1184/5

	23
	Creully
	Calvados, Bretteville-l’Orgueilleuse
	Croleio
	Hugh de Creully
	AN, L 967, no. 137
	aft. 26 June 1192 × bef. 1199

	24
	* La Croixille
	Mayenne, cant. Ernée
	Crosilla
	Ruelon de la Croixille
	AN, L 972, no. 639
	c. 1173

	25
	+ Courcy
	Manche, cant. Coutances
	Curceio
	Richard de Courcy
	AN, L 976, no. 1118
	bef. Sep 1136 × 1153/4

	26
	+ Deux-Jumeaux
	Calvados, cant. Trévières
	Gemilleio
	Robert de Jumeaux

	ADC, F 5690, fol. 126v
	c. 1180 × 1202

	27
	+ Épinay-sur-Odon
	Calvados, cant. Aunay-sur-Odon
	Spineto
	Richard d’Épinay
	AN, L 968, no. 305
	1173 × bef. 1189

	28
	Étoutteville
	Seine-Maritime, cant. Yvetot
	Stutevilla
	Roger d’Étoutteville
	AN, L 976, no. 1158
	1177 × 1191

	29
	Fontenay
	Manche, cant. Le Mortainais
	Fonteneto
	William de Fontenay
	AN, L 976, no. 1129
	late 12th c. × beg. 13th c.

	30
	Fougères
	Ille-et-Vilaine, ch.-l. de cant.
	Filgeriis
	Henry de Fougères
	AN, L 968, no. 206
	Summer 1150

	31
	Frainville
	Eure-et-Loire, cant. Chartres-2, cne. Prunay-le-Gillon
	Franvilla
	Geoffrey de Frainville
	AN, L 974, no. 918
	aft. June 1179 × 1182/3

	32
	Le Fresne-Camilly
	Calvados, cant. Bretteville-l’Orgueilleuse
	Fraxinis / Freneia
	Odo du Fresne, Robert du Fresne
	AN, L 967, no. 81; AN, L 969, no. 424
	bef. Sep 1136 × 1150; July 1231

	33
	La Gohardière
	Ille-et-Vilaine, cant. Janzé, com. Corps-Nuds
	Goharderia
	John de la Gohardière
	AN, L 976, no. 1168
	May 1209

	34
	Le Hommet-d’Arthenay
	Manche, cant. Pont-Hébert
	Humet’
	Nicholas du Hommet
	AN, L 971, no. 570
	24 June 1186

	35
	Joué-l’Abbé
	Sarthe, cant. Bonnétable
	Jueio
	Herbert, son of Hugh de Joué
	AN, K 24, no. 22
	bef. 1158

	36
	Landecot
	Ille-et-Vilaine, cant. Antrain, cne. Saint-Étienne-en-Coglès
	Landacob
	Hamon de Landecot

	AN, L 966, no. 27
	1157 × 1161

	37
	Landisacq
	Orne, cant. Flers-1
	Landisac
	Odo de Landisacq
	AN, L 979, no. 112
	1140 × 1153

	38
	Landivy
	Mayenne, cant. Gorron
	Landevi
	Albert de Landivy
	van Moolenbroek, Vital l’ermite, pp. 295-296 ( = no. 23)
	1112 × 1122

	39
	Lannoy
	Oise, cant. Grandvilliers, cne. Roy-Boissy
	Briostel
	Philip de Briostel
	BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 108
	[1212]

	40
	Lassy
	Calvados, cant. Condé-sur-Noireau
	Laceio
	William de Lassy
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 66-67
	bef. 24 Sep 1179

	41
	+ Lignières-Orgères
	Mayenne, cant. Villaines-la-Juhel
	Lineriis
	Henri de Lignières
	AN, L 976, no. 1118
	bef. Sep 1136 × 1153/4

	42
	Littry
	Calvados, cant. Trévières, cne. Le Molay-Littry
	Listreio
	John de Littry
	AN, L 976, no. 1168
	May 1209

	43
	Les Loges-Marchis
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Logis
	William des Loges
	ADC, F 5690, fol. 148v
	bef. Sep 1136 × 1153/4

	44
	Lucé
	Orne, cant. Bagnoles-de-l’Orne
	Luceio
	Geoffrey de Lucé
	AN, L 968, no. 293
	bef. 1199 × 1202

	45
	Martigny
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Martigneio
	John de Martigny
	RBM, MS Leber 5636, no. 9
	June 1172

	46
	Mathan
	Calvados, cant. Aunay-sur-Odon, cne. Longvillers
	Mathon
	John de Mathan
	AN, L 974, no. 977
	late 12th c. × 1202

	47
	Mayenne
	Mayenne, ch.-l. de cant.
	Meduana
	Hugh de Mayenne
	AN, L 971, no. 610
	bef. 1199 × 1202

	48
	Le Mesnil-Ameland

	Manche, cant. Le Mortainais, cne. Villechien
	Mesnilio Amerlandi
	Stephen du Mesnil-Ameland
	AN, L 978, no. 1354
	1162

	49
	Milly
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Milleio
	William de Milly
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 2292, no. 1
	17 June 1157

	50
	Le Molay
	Calvados, cant. Trévières, cne. Le Molay-Littry
	Moleio / Molei
	Henry du Molay, Robert du Molay
	AN, L 971, no. 570; AN, L 968, no. 293
	24 June 1186; bef. 1199 × 1202

	51
	Montanger
	Mayenne, cant. Mayenne, cne. Parigné-sur-Braye
	Mont Anger
	Arnouf de Montanger
	AN, L 970, no. 536
	1180 × 1187

	52
	Mortain
	Manche, cant. Le Mortainais
	Moretonio
	Robert du Mortain, Michael de Mortain
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 105-106, 426-427
	aft. 1180 × 1202; aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3

	53
	Pacy-sur-Eure
	Eure, ch.-l. de cant.
	Paceio
	Benedict de Pacy
	Van Moolenbroek, Vital l’ermite, pp. 295-296 ( = no. 23)
	1112 × 1122

	54
	++ Périers
	Manche, cant. Agon-Coutainville
	Perires
	Geoffrey de Périers
	AN, L 972, no. 639
	c. 1173

	55
	Pontchardon
	Orne, cant. Vimoutiers
	Pontechardon
	William de Pontchardon
	Cartulaire de Saint-Lô, ed. by Dubosc, p. 39 (= no. XXII)
	1217

	56
	Prunelais
	Ille-et-Vilaine, cant. Janzé, cne. Saint-Armel
	Prunerio
	Warin de Prunelais
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 105-106
	aft. 1180 × 1202

	57
	Rennes
	Ille-et-Vilaine, ch.-l. de cant.
	Redonis / Redone
	Geoffrey de Rennes, Robert du Rennes
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 2292, no. 1; AN, L 968, no. 305
	17 June 1157; 1173 × bef. 1189

	58
	Romagny
	Manche, cant. Le Mortainais
	Romaigneio
	Walter de Romagny
	AN, L 973, no. 840
	1178 × 1181

	59
	Saint-James
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Sancto Jacobo
	Geoffrey de Saint-James (× 2)
	BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 100; RBM, MS Leber 5636, no. 44
	1179 × 1184/5; 3 Feb 1237

	60
	Saint-Jean-le-Blanc
	Calvados, cant. Condé-sur-Noireau
	Sancto Johanne
	William de Saint-Jean
	AN, L 975, no. 1074
	1170 × 1179/80

	61
	Saint-Lô
	Manche, ch.-l. de cant.
	Sancto Laudo
	Herbert de Saint-Lô, John de Saint-Lô
	AN, L 969, no. 321; RBM, MS Leber 5636, no. 44
	25 March 1206; 3 Feb 1237

	62
	Sillé-le-Guillaume
	Sarthe, ch.-l. de cant.
	Siliaco
	Matthew de Sillé
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, p. 432
	1145 × 1187

	63
	La Tannière
	Mayenne, cant. Gorron, cne. Saint-Berthevin-la-Tannière
	Taoneria
	John de la Tannière
	AN, L 972, no. 640
	aft. June 1179 × 1182/3

	64
	Thaon
	Calvados, cant. Bretteville-l’Orgueilleuse
	Thaon / Thaun
	Mauger de Thaon, Philip de Thaon
	AN, L 978, no. 1366; AN, L 969, no. 321
	late 12th c. × 1202; 25 March 1206

	65
	Torigni-sur-Vire
	Manche, cant. Condé-sur-Vire
	Toreigneio
	James de Torigni
	AN, L 973, no. 789
	c. 1183 × 1188/91

	66
	+ Les Tourailles
	Orne, cant. Athis-de-l’Orne
	Turaliis
	Robert des Tourailles
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 2292, no. 1
	17 June 1157

	67
	Virey
	Manche, cant. Saint-Hilaire-du-Harcouët
	Vireio
	Robert de Virey
	BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 108
	[1212]


Fig. 1 Geographical origins of the monks of Savigny (not including abbots), 1112-1231

	Name
	Rank
	Mentions

	Simon
	Abbot
	AN, L 967, no. 103 (act of Richard l’Évêque, bishop of Avranches, 24 Sep 1179); Papsturkunden, ed. by Ramackers, no. 258 (bull of Pope Lucius III, 16 Nov 1184/5).

	Renaud de Caen
	Prior
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 78-79 (act of Richard l’Évêque, bishop of Avranches, n. d., aft. June 1179 × 1182); BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427 (act of Richard de Poieo, n. d., aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3).

	Hugh
	Sub-Prior
	AN, L 972, no. 640 (act of Giles de Gorron, n. d., aft. Jun 1179 × 1182/3).

	Maingaud
	Prior of Mortain
	AN, L 976, no. 1122 (act of William I Burel, bishop of Avranches, n. d., 1182/3).

	Geoffrey de Frainville
	Monk
	AN, L 974, no. 918 (act of Guillaume Avenel, n. d., aft. June 1179 × 1182/3).

	Germain
	Monk
	AN, L 976, no. 1120 (act of Durand, abbot Troarn, Martin, abbot Cerisy and Richard, archdeacon of Lisieux, n. d., 1182/3).

	Gervase*
	Monk
	AN, L 968, no. 268 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1181).

	Graeland son of Brito
	Monk
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 78-79 (act of Richard l’Évêque, bishop of Avranches, n. d., aft. June 1179 × 1182).

	Hugh
	Monk
	AN, L 969, no. 396 (act of William de Passavant, bishop of Le Mans, 1180).

	James de Torigni 
	Monk
	BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 100 (act of Geoffrey de Montgiroux, n. d., 1179 × 1184/5); BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 101 (act of William de Gorron, n. d., 1179 × 1184/5).

	John Gruel
	Monk
	BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 100 (act of Geoffrey de Montgiroux, n. d., 1179 × 1184/5).

	John de la Tannière 
	Monk
	AN, L 972, no. 640 (act of Giles de Gorron, n. d., aft. Jun 1179 × 1182/3).

	Juhel Chaulieu (Chaillou)
	Monk
	AN, L 972, no. 646 (charter notice in chirograph form, 1180).

	Michael de Mortain
	Monk
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427 (act of Richard de Poieo, n. d., aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3).

	Nicholas
	Monk
	AN, L 974, no. 979 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, 14 Jan 1181).

	Renaud*
	Monk
	AN, L 968, no. 268 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1181).

	Richard
	Monk
	AN, L 969, no. 396 (act of William de Passavant, bishop of Le Mans, 1180).

	Richard Bastard (Bastart)
	Monk
	AN, L 972, no. 640 (act of Giles de Gorron, n. d., aft. Jun 1179 × 1182/3); AN, L 972, no. 646 (charter notice in chirograph form, 1180); BnF, MS lat. 9215, no. 100 (act of Geoffrey de Montgiroux, n. d., 1179 × 1184/5).

	Richard d’Épinay
	Monk
	AN, L 967, no. 103 (act of Richard l’Évêque, bishop of Avranches, 24 Sep 1179); AN, L 972, no. 646 (charter notice in chirograph form, 1180); BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427 (act of Richard de Poieo, n. d., aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3).

	Robert de Gemeaux 
	Monk
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427 (act of Richard de Poieo, n. d., aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3).

	Roger d’Étoutteville 
	Monk
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 176-177 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1180/1).

	Rualdus de Caligny 
	Monk
	BnF, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, pp. 426-427 (act of Richard de Poieo, n. d., aft. 27 May 1181 × 1182/3).

	Ruelon*
	Monk
	AN, L 968, no. 268 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1181).

	Stephen
	Monk
	AN, L 969, no. 396 (act of William de Passavant, bishop of Le Mans, 1180); BN, MS nouv. acq. lat. 1022, p. 416-417 (act of William de Passavant, bishop of Le Mans, 1180).

	Walter
	Monk
	AN, L 976, no. 1141 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1181).

	Walter de Romagny 
	Monk
	AN, L 972, no. 646 (charter notice in chirograph form, 1180); AN, L 973, no. 840 (act of Philip, bishop of Rennes, n. d., 1178 × 1181).

	William de Bray 
	Monk
	AN, L 977, no. 1253 (act of Hugh de Vautorte, n. d., aft. June 1179 × 1182/3).

	William de Milly 
	Monk
	AN, L 974, no. 918 (act of Guillaume Avenel, n. d., aft. June 1179 × 1182/3).

	William de Neath
	Monk
	BN, MS lat. 9215, no. 100 (act of Geoffrey de Montgiroux, n. d., 1179 × 1184/5).


Fig. 2 The community of Savigny, 1179-1184/5
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