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‘Afghanistan forms neither a geographical nor an ethnographic 

unit; rather it is a conglomeration of different races and tribes 

who are only held together by the common religious bond of Islan 

and the rule of the Barakzais.' 

BoH. Datta, An enquiry into the racial 
PAST et it cz 5 ni : 

che neighbouring areas of the Hindu Kush. 

Man in India, 1939. 

    

"Successive travellers will in vain endeavour by their observations 

and researches in the Mohammedan districts of Central Asia, to give 

exact ideas of that country and population that will be correct 

for any iength of time. ‘They will never be able to do more than 

describe with precision the state in which they find it, on account 

of the multiplicity of political changes, followed by the displace- 

ment of whole tribes, the turning of rivers and the destruction of 

towns near the ruins of which others will rise in an incredibly short 

space of time......How is it possible to establish any system for 

the future student or traveller where everything is perpetually 

changing or even to relate distinctly what has hapnened?* 
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ABSTRACT



The study of Afghanistan has been more limited than that of 

other areas of the Moslem world. Afghanistan tends to fall 

outside the neat categories of Middle East, South Asia or 

Central Asia, utilised by historians and social scientistse 

Indeed, up until the nineteenth century, the area was only 

rarely penetrated by western travellers or scholars and many 

were hampered in their investigations by a hostile or inaccess~ 

ible situation. The accounts of this period were often written 

by European army officers or travellers and such sources, some 

of whic: have been used in the present study, need to be read 

with caution, An awareness of the writer's backgrounds, train- 

ing and motives is importat, because some reports are biaced 

and perhaps not as reliable as one would wish. A more accurate 

picture of this period could possibly be obtained by consulting 

archives in Kabul, and it is hoped that this will be carried 

out at a future date. 

With the increase of foreign political and economic influence 

in the area, Afghanistan in the twentieth century has been more 

open to Western ethnographers and other social scientists. These 

have been mainly American, Russian, German, French and Danish 

and the Central Asian Research Centre in London has assisted 

researchers in collecting and translating various works. How- 

taken little study in Afghanistan. 

The present study is not besed on fieldwork and therefore attempts 

to examine one ethnic group in Afghanistan with the help of library 

materials available in Britain. The Hazaras are a minority ethnic 

group, with a history of slavery and oppression, who have attracted 

the attention of foreign .ethnograpners because of their supposed 

Mongol descent. They are the main religious heterodox group 

in Afghanistan and this fact appears to have considerable import 

ance in theiz relationship with the ruling Fashtuns. Accordingly 

I have attempted here to outline some of the main features of
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ethnic relations in Afshanistan, concentrating particularly on 

the Hazara~Peshtun relationship as it has developed or changed 

in the last hundred years. This discussion may indicate general 

directions for the analysis of ethnicity and the ethnic group. 

Sources for this thesis were found in two main areas. Firstly 

secondary sources on Afghanistan in recent years were available 

in libraries in Oxford andLondon. These were mainly English 

and American, thus omitting much possibly relevant Russian mater- 

ial, although some Russian articles in translation were available 

from the Central Asian Research Centre. Primary sources and 

rare volumes were consulted at the India Office archives, which 

forms a valuable repository for information received through 

British sources in India and Afghanistan. 

Chapter One of the thesis provides an introduction to Afghan 

society, outlining the contemporary environmental and social 

divisions. In Chapter Two, recent ethnography is utilised to 

present a description of Hazara society of the last thirty years. 

Chapter Three takes the historical viewpoint of discussing the 

various theories of Hazara ethnogenesis and also describes the 

state of Hazara society in the nineteenth century, when the forces 

of Suropean imperialisn and Afghan nationalism. were already be~ 

ginning to impinge on the isolation othe Hazaras and to effect 

changes in ethnic relations. The fourtn ops sugeests certain 

results the rise of o th
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mobilised as political forces. One particular erea where evnnic 

relations have been crucial in an economic and possibly political 

sense is in the relationship between the sedentary Hazaras and 

the Pashtun nomads, and this is discussed in Chapter Five. Chapter 

six finally attempts to review these developments deserib ed, in 

the light of om 2 Len porary theories of ethnicity. Further research 

and fieldwork would enable a more definitive anthropological 

study to be undertaken, but the present study limits itself to 

describing the changes in ethnic relations and suggesting points 

‘for more detailed investigation.
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This introductory chapter illustrates the general environnental, 

social and political divisions to be found in contemporary Afghanistan. 

It therefore provides a background for the more specific discussion of 

the iiazaras and their relationship with other ethnic groups, given in 

the following chapters. 

Afghanistan has stood at the crossroads of four ecological and 

cultural areas: the Middle East, Central Asia, Iniie and the Far East. 

The mountains of the Hindu Kush have acted as a breakwater, diverting 

westwards the migrations from Asia and the expansion of empires from 

the time of Alexander to Tamerlane. As the Central and South Asian 

Empires declined, the nineteenth century saw the rise of British and 

Rusaian influence in the area. From this mixture of yapulationa, 

languages and cultures, developing over centuries, Afghanistan ig now 

a conglomerate of Aryan, Mongolian, Dravidian and Semitic elements, 

The Kingdom of Afghanistan is generally considered to have been 

founded in 1747 under Ahmad Shah Durrani, but the creation of the 

nation state was largely effected during the reign of Amir Abdur Rahman 

(1880-1901), However, the concept of nationhood is still confined to 

an educated elite, most people identifying themselves with place of 

origin or ethnic affiliation. The term ‘Afghan’ is still taken by 

most people to be synonymous with 'Pashtun', thus indicating the pro- 

minence of the Pashtuns in Afghan political life. Not surprisingly, 

in such a diverse situation, the construction of a centralised govern- 

ment ani the expansion of state control has proved difficult and met 

with considerable resistance. The Constitution of 1964, modelled on
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the Western liberal-democratic ideal, provides for a bi-cameral 

parliament, one house of which is elected by the people. By di- 

viding the country into more administrative districts than ever before, 

it also increases the presence of the government bureaucratic machine 

in the provinces. But even now this control is not wiiform throughout 

Paktya 
and is noticeably resisted in border provinces such as Pelegyta . 

Concurrent with the development of the state of Afghanistan in 

the world political scene, has been an attempted 'Pashtunisation’ of 

the country. The government has thus promoted, at various judicious 

moments, the Pashto language, the Aryan origins of the top strata of 

the population and the creation of the state of ‘Pashtunistan', all 

supposedly ‘national' issues, Pashto and Persian both dominate the 

media and education, but nevertheless, ethnic and cultural differences 

persist, in a situation where industrielisation and Westernisation have 

not yet developed to any considerable degree outside Kabul, 

En nmental Divisio 

Afghanistan is a very varied country geographically, as the map 

on page 164indicates, The country is dominated by the mountainsus 

core of the Hindu Kush which stretches six hundred miles from south- 

west to northeast and provides the source for the four main rivers: 

the Ama Darya (Oxus), Hari Rud,Helmand-Arghandab and the Kabul River, 

North of the Hindu Kush are the Turkestan plains and to the south and 

southwest are stony deserts. Much of the country is semi-~desert, 

with bare rock at altitudes of over 14,000 feet, although the fertile
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area of Jalalabad provides an exception. The Hazarajat, where a 

large proportion of the Hazara population is found, forms the greater 

part of the central mountains. This is a barren elevated tableland 

with summits of up to 17,000 feet and forms the least production agri- 

cultural area in the whole country. ‘The few wide valleys are usually 

inhabited and cultivated or used as summer grazing grounds, ailags, 

for livestock, The pasturage is exploited by Pashtun nomads and 

Hagaras, but in the higher regions subsistence living is reduced to 

a very low level and is a contributory cause of the considerable 

seasonal migration to the cities, Climatic conditions are also difficult; 

in Ghor, for example, temperatures may range between - 12.2°C in 

January to 24.9°C in July, and rainfall between Om. in October to 93mm, 

in April. In the winter heavy snows occur in the Hagarajat and wolves 

are prominent. Where conditions are favourable, crops (ineluding wheat 

and barley,) are grown on the irrigated land, and the government ie 

encouraging the plantation of poplar trees in the most low-lying areas. 

Various ores such as iron, zine and copper as well as marble and jade 

are found in the area, but it is not known to what extent these are 

exploited. 

The area around Kabul has been the most open to new developments 

in agriculture, with experimental farns being set up and the development 

of viticulture in Baghlan, north of Kabul, But although parts of 

the Hazarajat were on the traditional trade route from India to Balkh, 

the area has been relatively unaffected by modern developments. _ The 

Kabul Times Annual of 1967! stated that in the Uruzgan area no use was 

  

to  Xebul Times Annual, Kabul, 1967, p.149.
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made of modern toole, machinery or fertilisers, but that in Bamian 

and Ghor the government was planning to set up experimental farms and 

in Wardak attempts were being made to increase wheat productions 

Ethnic Divisions 

Within this disparate ecological setting of Afghanistan are 

found the various ethnic groups. The population is almost entirely 

Moslem, with various Indo-European languages being spoken, but as 

Persian, Central-Asian, Sino-Siberian, European (Hellenistic and 

Roman), Indian, Turkish, Arab and Nongol populations have contributed 
towards the composition of the present inhabitants, the situation is 

inevitably rather complex. | 

The map on page |b5 indicates the major ethnie groups and their 

distribution today. No national census has yet been taken and popu~ 

lation estimates vary between 8 and 16 million. ‘Ludolf Fischer! » for 

example, suggests a population of 15 million, composed of 124 million 

sedentary persons and 25 million nomads. 

fhe Pashtuns are the most nrominent ethnic group in the political 

sector, and their relationship with the Haveras has been most crucial 

in terms of the changes in Hazara society. Pashtuns, or ‘Afghans’ as 

they are known within the country, are of a Mountain Iranian stock that 

became nomadic after the Turco-Mongol invasions of the thirteenth century. 

  

1. Fischer,L., Geomedi 
1968, PelT 
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They are mainly Sunni Moslems and form roughly half the population of 

the country, All of southern Afghanistan is populated by Pashtun 

tribes and the sedentary groups form the major sector of all urban 

populations, The Royal family, of which the present President and 

Prime Minister, Daua! » is a member, have always been members of a 

Pashtun tribe and at present the government, control of the media and 

the highest ranks of professionals are in the hands of Pashtuns, 

Although Tajiks are increasingly represented in the ministries and 

commerce, it seems fair to say that monopolisation of political power 

and resources is held by one ethnic group. 

Pashto is one of the two official languages, though the other, 

Persian, is increasingly spoken in the towns and is almost exclusively 

used within the Kabul-based administration. On the whole, the 

dominant Afghan eleuent at the moment is Kabuli and Persianised. 

The Mongol populations in Afghanistan are generally divided into 

three groups: the Moghols, previously resident in Ghor, but now 

settled in the Herat area, who are culturally and physically indis- 

tinguishable from the other groups, but who have retained elements of 

their Aongol language and are Sunnis; the Shahar Aimaq, Persian-speaking 

tribes living in Herat and Maimana Provinces, generally considered to 

be an old Iranian population, but as their name suggests - chahar 

(four:Persian) and simag (tribe:Turco-Mongol) - they have been exposed 

to Central Asian influence and admixture, They are also Sunnis, ‘The 

  

1. He deposed his brother-in-law and first cousin, King Mohamed 
Zahir Shah on 17th July 1973, declaring the country a republic.
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third group (the Hazaras), are the focus of this study, and are 

sedentary mountaineer agriculturalista, one million in number, often 

mongoloid in features and speaking the Tajik dialect of Persian. 

In the Hazarajat area they are almost entirely Imami Shi'a, but 

those found further north near Mazar~i-Sharif ami Qataghan as well as 

some in Besud, are Ismailis. Increasing numbers of Hazaras are 

moving to the towns of Afghanistan, especially to Kabul, either as 

seasonal workers or permanent migrants. 

The Tajike have been mentioned as increasing their influence 

in the economic and professional sector, but in fact they cannot be 

described as one diachronic ethnic group. The tern Tajik covers a 

wide range of peoples in Afghanisten, the Soviet Central Asian Re~ 

pubiies and Chinese Sinkiang and generally refers to Persian speaking 

sedentary Moslems. In Afghanistan, this includes Heratis, Tajiks 

in Turkestan and the Mountain Tajiks of the Hindu Kush area, notably 

in Badakhshen. 

Turkic populations are found in the North of Afghanistan, 

in ‘iestern Turkestan andi larger populations of Uzbeks throughout the 

area. These latter are deacendants of an aboriginal Iranian population 

now Turkicised and nomadic ar semi~nomadie groups related to the Gara 

galpagqe and the Qesakhs, Other ethnic groups in contemporary 

Afghanistan include Ruristanis in East Afghanistan, Baluchis and 

Brahmins in the Southern deserts and emall mubers of Sikhs, Arabs 

and Jews in the towns. 

Relies Di 

It is significant that the Pashtun monopoly of governmental control
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has been partly legitimated by their Sunni affiliation. The 

majority of the population in Afghanistan are Sunni Moslems, with 

the Shi'as in a minority, and there is a history of discrimination 

and emnity between the two groups within the country as a whole, as 

throughout the Moslem world. Briefly, Sunnisma, to which a me jority 

of Moslems adhere, is taken to mean the orthodox position within 

Islam, The sunna, or codes for Moslem behaviour, were originally 

formulated as an amalgamation of ancient custom, contemporary practice 

and the ideal behaviour of the Prophet as enshrined in tradition. The 

Hanafi branch of Sunnism was declared the official religion of Afghani~ 

stan in the Constitutions of 1931 and 1964, though the degrees of im- 

plementation of this constitutional point have varied from time to 

time, as I shall discuss later, 

Shitfism, the largest Islamic sect, began as a political movement 

among the Arabs themselves as a revolt against the Sunni ruling 

classes, rather than a theological opposition to Sunni doctrine, The 

word ‘shi’ah' means 'the party’ and refers to the original followers 

who wanted the control of the state to be given to a charismatic leader, 

The first main divergence is seen in the Shi'ite veneration of Ali and 

his descendants, the imams, as legitimate successors of the Prophet, 

A reliance on the consensus of the community was thus replaced by a 

belief in the infallibility of the imams and the mujtahids, the leading 

theologians. One authority on Islam characterises Shi'ism thus:< 

‘On the one hand their religion was centred on a 
principle of absolute personal authority, foreign
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both in politica and religion to the orthodox theory, 

and on the other hand it permitted a much wider 

measure of development and adaptation to the circum- 

stances of successive generations under ype theoretical 

guidance of the divinely inspired Inan. 1 

The second main divergence centres around the passion motif and 

Hussein's death, seen as a redemptive suffering whereby his true 

followers may enter Paradise. This is duly celebrated in the re- 

enactment of his funeral, the self-flagellation and the Passion Play 

of the Tenth of Muharram. It is generally considered that Shi'isn is 

more mystical than Sunnism, indicated by the development of Sufiem, and 

has kept a closer link between the secular and the religious. 

For practical purposes, there are differences in Sunni and Shi'a 

law and in inheritance rights, especially those relating to woren, which 

are more favourable in Shi'a law. A sister, for example, inherits half 

of her brother's share in the patrimony, and as inheritance favours Mo, 

Fa, Hu, Wi, So, Da, as opposed to agnates and collaterals. it is there- 

fore possible for a woman to inherit an entire estate, which would be im- 

possible under Sunni law, Temporary marriage is said to be allowed 

among the Shi'a Hazaras” in which a written contract is signed, speci- 

fying the duration of the marriage and a nominal bride price, Wilbur's 

explanation is that these temporary marriages are considered to be ex~ 

pedient if a tribal chief wishes to entertain lavishly and thus needs 

  

1. Gibb, H.AR., Mohanmedanisn, 1969, p83, 

2. Wilbur, D., ed. Afghanistan, 1962, p.346.
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extra female domestic servants in addition to his wife. I% is not 

customary to employ unmarried women in the household, so the inati- 

bution of temporary marriage solves this problem, ‘idows whose 

husbands had no familiea to provide for them are usually chosen, and 

if children result from the union the husband is then obliged to 

support permanently the wife of the offspring. Wilbur's explanation 

needs to be treated with caution, until further research clarifies 

the situations 

The two main Shi'a groups in Afghanistan are the Imamis or 

Athna Ashariya, and the Ismailis. ‘The Imawis are the larger group 

and recognise twelve Imams, the . last of whom is to reappear before the 

Last Judgement. Imami Shitism was probably introduced from Persia in 

the sixteenth century and is now found mainly among the Hazaras and 

Qizilbash. The Ismailis recognise the first six Imams, but then 

follow a different line that culminates in the present day Agha Khan. 

They developed a division between the religion practised by the 

ordinary people and a Neo-Platonic interpretation for the initiates. 

Ismailism in Afghanistan is probably the result of an Indian influence; 

in the case of the Ismailia of Badakhshan and the Wakhan the influence 

probably came from Hunza. Many Hazaras are Ismailia, notably those 

of the Sheikh Ali and others north of the Keoh~i-Baba range. 

The relationship between ethnic group and sect is striking and 

will be discussed in more detail later, but suffice it for the moment 

to note that comments made by two anthropologists, Ferdinand writes that:- 

‘A Hazara will deny that he is of the same tribe as a
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Hazara Ismailiya, and a common Afghan who is a 

Sunni will often in his general antipathy to the 

Shi'as call a Qizilbash a Hazara. This attitude 

nas greatly helped to keep the Hazaras distinct and 

apart from others."' 

and Canfield notes:- 

‘The ethnic categories ‘Tajik’ and ‘Afghan' imply 

the sectarian category *Sunni'; ‘Afshar' implies 

TImani', and 'Hazara’ and ‘Sayyed’ imply either 

Imami or Ismaili religious affiliations, This 

correlation between ethnicity and sect is so close 

that when informants mentioned instancea of Hazaras 

converting to Sunnism, they spoke of them as having 

"become Tajik’. 2 

This religious and ethnic antipathy is reinforced by prejudices, as 

illustrated in a book by a former Director General of Education in 

Afghanistan: 

‘Face is called an index of the mind, and eye its 

window. Why about half the Shi'as all over the 

world have squint? They recollected the tragedies 

of the House of the Prophet with tears, and admidst 

mourning had an indignant eye on the usurpers whon, 

dead and gone, they could not injure, The dis- 

torted and oblique vision evelved the squint, or what 

else could be the physiological cause?!” 

  

1. 

2s 

Be 

Ferdinand, K., Preliminary notes on Hazara eulture, 1959, p.16. 

Canfield, R.l., Faction and conversion in a plural society: 
Religious alignments in the Hindu Kush, 197A, Pod. 

Khan, M.H., A few phases of the Afghans in Jullundur Busties, 
1938, pet43.
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In the face of the persecution that Shi'as have received in 

Afghanistan, as in other Moslem countries, members of the sect are 

allowed to practise tagiya or dissimulation, But conversion between 

the seets is possible; generally between Imami and Ismaili and from 

Shita to Sunni. One educated Afghan, in personal communication, 

said that although his family were Qizilbash and therefore originally 

Shi'a, his grandparents had converted to Sunnism on settling in Kabul, 

and subsequently built up a successful commercial enterprise, This 

seens to be fairly common practice, especially in the business sector; 

‘conversion to Sunniam is a definite advantage. 

It is important to note here the part played in all sects by the 

leaders of the religious commnity. The government - paid hierarchy 

of religious leaders remains substantially as it was when created by 

Abdur Rahman. Sunni leaders, especially, have many vested interests 

in lana, polities, control of educational institutions, and in tribal 

situations the power of life and death over their followers, which 

the government is powerless to revoke, 

Economic and social divisions 

As in many countries, the national expenditare in Afghanistan 

is not distributed equally among the population, nor fed into those 

areas most in need of it. Foreign aid, mainly American and Russian, 

has often been used in prestige projects or for an overt political 

purpose by the donors. The main areas of development in the 

country, apart from Kabul, have been the Helmund Valley and the ex-
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pansion of the industrial sector, as in the cotton mills of Kunduz, 

Pul-i-Khumri and Gulbahar. The Hazarajat and the central mountain 

area has been virtually untouched, though it. is stated that the Asian 

Highway wili pass through Ghor on its way from Kabul to Herat. 

(Kabul Times Annual, 1967:112). As stated before, the nature of 

_ the terrain in the Hagarajat makes agricultural development very 

difficult, and conditions of extreme poverty are found amongst the 

population there. Down in the plains of Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-i- 

Sharif, Kunduz and Laghman, the rich lands are owned mainly by Sunni 

Pashtuns, whe over the years have increased their profits through ex- 

tensive irrigation works, such as canals and karezes (underground 

channels for irrigation). In the highlands, on the other hand, 

cultivable land is scarce; the average amount of cultivated land per 

Hazarajat resident is 1.78 jeribe (about half an acre), whereas the 

national average is 2.08 jeribs. The average amount of cultivated 

lend per operator for the nation at large is 12.07 jeribs. As a re- 

sult, seasonal migration as well as permanent emigration from the 

Hazarajat is increasing, but work as day labourers in the towns does 

not bring much security and many move from rural poverty to urban squalor. 

This disparity between the cultivable plains and the central high- 

lands is also reflected in the social amenities provided in the diff- 

erent areas. The main hospitals, schools, clinics and factories are 

found in Kabul, and any agricultural experimentation is carried out in 

the lowland areas, as for example in the expansion of viticulture in 

the Charikar area north of Kabul, In the central provinces the facili- 

ties are searce. Fischer (1968:133) states that Kandahar Province has
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six hospitals with a total of 160 beds, whereas Bamian has one with 

15 beds, Ghor one with 20 beda, Uruzgan one with 13 beds and Wardak 

one with 2 beds, Infant nortality is at 50.4% in the Hagarajat, and 

undernutrition, rickets, vitamin deficiencies and other associated 

diseases are present in the area. Leprosy is endemic in the Hagarajat, 

ten cases being found in Panjaw in 1969 and resistance to the disease 

is lowered by the conditions of malnutrition. It is not known whether 

the proposed leprosarium has been built, 

As far as the provision of educational facilities is concerned, 

there are primary schools in the central provinces, 55 in Wardak alone, 

but few secondary or vocational schools and these are limited to boys. 

Government statistics’ referring to educational provision for 1964 give 

the following figures for the Hazarajat area: 

Province School Teachers students 

male female Bs £. Be £. 
Ghorat 54 10 137 13 5,255 433 

Banmian 44 8 WB) 9 3384 459 

Uruggan 40 1 62 3 3,645 750 

In addition, the central provinces are more open to natural dis- 

asters, such as the lack of irrigation water im 1970, 1974 and 1972, . 

due to the unusually light snowfalls in these years. An estimated 

80,000 people died in the resulting famine’. A UNICEF relief operation 

  

1. Survey of Progress, Departnert of Statistics and Research, 
Ministry of Planning, Kabul, 1965. 

2. New York Times, November 14th, 1972.



pel 

to Ghor was hampered by bureaucratic wranglings, the government 

firmly denying the existence of a famine situation, so that the team 

arrived shortly before the heavy snows of early winter 1972, and were 

therefore cut short in their efforts. 

To discuss class divisions in Afghanistan is a difficult problem 

and obviously open to various interpretations, The Marxist Sultan 

Galiev in 1919 considered that the proletariat in Afghanistan extended 

to the whole nation because of the economic conditions imposed upon 

everyone by the ruling elite’, Another interpretation is offered 

by Wilbur (19622323), who divides the urban population into three 

‘classes' : upper ~ royalty, government personnel, landlords and re- 

ligious leaders, middle ~ artisans, professionals, teachers and 

clerks, lower - Hazaras, musicians and garhage collectors. The 

rural population he divides into : upper ~ headmen, landowners, govern- 

ment officials, teachers and merchants, widdle - shopkeepers, lower - 

butchers, grocers, tenant farmers and carpenters. OCutcasts include 

barbers, weavers, musicians, blacksmiths, well diggers and lavatory 

Cleaners. This interpretation seems to confuse a Hindu caste strati- 

fication with the occupational divisions in a Moslem society. 

Another American, Peter Franck’, divides the population roughly into 

three social groups (not called classes), At the top there is the 

social and economic elite which is coupled with the religious hierarchy. 

A growing middle group includes entreprenevral, professional and in- 

  

1. Schram, S., and d‘Encausse, H. Carrere, Marxism and Asis, 1969. 

  

Ze Franck, Pp, , Vashington, 1960,
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tellectual members of the population who have contributed towards a 

more progressive consciousness, ‘The lower class then is comprised 

of all agricultural labourers and unskilled urban workers. Franck 

admits that the situation ia far more complex than this simplified 

analysis would suggest, and that the important structwres to focus 

on are occupational and landownership patterns. There may be a 

variety of patterns, including small-scale preprieters and occupancy 

tenants, but it is the khan who ultimately cohtrols water distribution, 

better lands, market outiets and the money supply. He aiso has 

legislative and executive political power. ‘The suggestion here, then, 

is that perhaps it is wore important to look at the structures of social, 

economic and political power and the distribution of resources, rather 

than concentrating on the arbitrary and often ethnocentric ‘class- 

divisions! of the observer. 

we can start by looking at Humlum's (19592310) breakdown of the 

population into social groups bused on occupation:~ 

social group Percentage of the riation 

Big commercialists 1 

Commercialists 1.5 

Religious 4 

Sedentary peasants 50 

Nomads and semi-nomads 50 

Artisans and small traders Ted 

Artisan workers 4 

Workers in commerce an‘ communication 2 

Civil servants and intellectuals 3e2 

The elite thus comprises only a small portion of the total population
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and tends to perpetuate its numbers, This is indicated by a 

study thet Wolfram Eberhard! made of 230 Afghans (presumably male) 

trained in the U.S. from 1952-60. The occupation of the fathers 

was as follows:~ 

Occupation of fathers Fercentege of groups 

High government officials 11.7 

Middle and lower government officials 18.3 

Employees in government organisations T+4 

Professionals TA 

Businessmen 2404 

Parners 30.9 

(The businessmen and farmers were mainly Tajik, though landowners 

in the group were Pashtun)» 

This would suggest that the commercial, landowning and government 

elite was mnintaining ite vosition. That this is also a Kabule 

orientated elite is suggested by Eberhard's breakdown of the regional 

origin of these U.S. trained Afghans, listed under their present 

  

occupations~ 

Gecupation Regional origi 

North South Rast Kabul 

Finance 302 See 1601 TT.4 

Education 13 2.8 8.3 15.5 

Technology 603 11.1 15.9 66.7 

Agriculture 14> 31.9 54.2 

Health 509 569 88,3 

Air, Police 8.5 10.7 10.7 70.2 

Administration 429 9.8 14.6 70.8 

Unemployed 1766 3 26.5 55 

1. wsberhard, ¥., Settlement pocial c¢ Hong Kong, 
1967, Uhapter 23,
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He states that in finance there is a considerable Tajik element, 

but that administration still sends to be composed of the traditional 

Pashtun governing elite. 

It is not possible to assess Hazara representation from these 

tables, but the likelihood is that it will be low. Regarding 

Hazaras working in industry, we have very little information, but 

if we take Eberhard's assessment of the labour force in two recently 

industrialised situations, we can at least see the preponderance of 

the other ethnic grouvs in the industrial developments of recent years. 

The Jangalak factory in 1960 employed two per cent of Kabul's labour 

force and the ethnic groups were employed as follows:- 

Ethnie origins % Carpenters (104) & Hetalworkers (98) 

fajik 10.2 59 

Afghan 1 305 27.6 

Sayyed Te7 Tei 

Other 8.7 6.2 

Gulbahar cotton mill was built in an over=populated rural area north 

of kabul. As a textile factory it absorbed the already present 

weavers end spinners in the area, and the ethnic origins are given as:— 

Ethnic origin Percentage of workforce 

Tajik 9204 

Afghan 4 

payyed 2 

Others 0.3 

Unknewn 123
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Although Gulbahar is a predominantly Tajik area anyway, and thus 

it is not surprising that the majority of the labour force are Tajik, 

nevertheless, it would seem that the increasing numbers of Hazaras 

migrating to the Kabul area are not filtering into the areas of most 

recent industrial expansion. As far as we can tell at this stage 

they are retaining as the coolie workers in Kabul, relying heavily on 

casual labour. 

Obviously we need more extensive information before we can fully 

assess occupational trends and the relationship, if any, between social 

class and ethnic group, but we can at least see from the tables given 

the dominance of the Tajik and Pashtun element in this sample of the 

industrial sector,



CHAPTER a) 3 HAZARA SOCIETY TODAY
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In the previous chapter I outlined some of the main social 

divisions within Afghanistan today. Hy study concentrates on the group 

at the bottom of the social hierarchy, the Hazaras, and in this chapter 

I describe Hazara society as it is today. This then provides the 

setting for the historical examination of ethnic relations that follow 

in Chapter Three, 

Detailed information on present-day Hazara society is still scant. 

western researchers, such ag Ferdinand and Schurmann, have concentrated 

on basic ethnographic description rather than any more profound sociological 

analyses of the society itself, and its relation to other ethnic groups in 

Afghanistan. Nevertheless, in order to position the Hazaras more clearly 

and to form a background to more detailed research, it seems useful here 

to outline these ethnographic details deseribed by the above authors, 

This chapter is therefore divided under the headings of the traditional 

monograph, not in a belief that these are of particular analytical use, 

but that with the limited data available at present, they seem to provide 

& compact, if temporary framework. 

Distribution and Political Structure 

Groups calling themselves Hazaras are found mainly in the Hazarajat 

area of central Afghanistan. There are also Hazaras found in Badakhshan 

and Qataghan provinces and a settlement found south of Sar-i-~Pul in Mazar 

province. These latter are descendents of Hagzaras who returned to the country 

in the reign of Amir Habibullah. Schurmann' divides the Hagaras into 

seven groups?~ 
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1. Hazerajat Hazaras, who have a sedentary lifestyle, utilising 

irrigation agricuiture and adhering to the Shi'ite religion. 

2. KXoh-i-Babe Jazaras living north of the Koh-i-Baba range and depending 

on herding activities for their livelihood, They are also Shitite, but 

Sechurmann finds that physically they are much more nongoloid than the 

Hagarajat Hacaras.' 

Se sheixh Ali Hagaras living in Bamian, Ghorband and the area north of 

Doab, towards ful-i-Khumri. A distinguishing feature from the other 

groups is that they are semi-nomadic, utilising jurt-type huts during 

the summer. In addition, many are ismaili. 

4. Badakhshan HNagsras, a little known group” who are mainly sedentary, 

but with some semi-nomads., ‘They are Sunni. 

5e Berberia living southeast of Meshed in Iran and said to be migrante 

from Afghan persecutions in the nineteenth century, Schurmann maintains 

that they belong to the main body of Hagzarajat Hazarase” 

6. Aimag Hazaras, a semi~nomadic group living in the Gala-i-Rao area, 

utilising vurts. They are Sunni Moslems and their languasze is the 

Herati dialect of Persian. Schurmann stresses their ethnic and cultural 

separation from the main body of Hazarajat Hagaras, 

Te Tajmani Haggras, a subsection of the Taimani group, who are one of 

the Chahar Aimaq tribes, and apparently unconnected with the other 

Hazara groups. 

ochurmann's division of the Hazaras into these grouns is somewhat 

arbitrary. The division between the Hazarajat Hasaras and the Koh-i~Haba 

Hazaras acems to be based on the dubious assertion that the latter are more 

  

1. This generalization is disputed by Ferdinand in fcta Urientalia, noe28, 
1964 ’ pe 184. 

ee Pierre Centlivres of the University of Neuchatel has recently been 
researching on this group, but the results are not yet available, 

Se Again Ferdinand is in disagreement, and suggests that their connection 
wath the idazara Aimaks is much stronger. 1964 2181)
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mongoloid, plus the fact that they have a seasonal transhumance, ile 

admits that the relationship between the first five grouss is somewhat 

uncertain, and that the Almaq Hazaras form a completely senarate group. 

again, the origin of the jiazara sub-group of the Taimanis is as vet 

obscure, 

the tribai structure of liazura society has broken uy to a larre 

extent in the last hundred years, and at the moment is strongest among 

the Jaghori. ‘Yerritoriality is now venerally considered to be nore 

crucial to political organisation than the erstwhile tribal divisions. 

However, certain vestiges do remain, which Schurnann illustrates in his 

account of the Daulat Degs of Dai Kundi (19621128). She Danulat kegs, a 

jarge landowning common descent group, have maintained their identity and 

social cohesion, ‘he transmission of the title mir to its descendents 

distinguishes them from the other inhabitants of the area, although in 

practice only the group head calls himself mine The tribe itself is 

generally mown as the gaun-i-mir (gaa: a group of close kinamen), 

indicating their common descent relationship with the air and the group 

in general, cndogasy is usual and the Laulat begs are continuing to 

preserve their position at the top of the secial hierarchy by repurchasing 

lands they have previously lost. In addition, they often wield considerable 

power as wakils (Deputies in the ational assenbly) or as chiefs of non~ 

  

vaulat Beg groupBe 

Apart Trom this example, however, the other Hazara erouns can not be 

said to have preserved their tribal identity. The main unit of social 

cohesion is now the village, indicated by the fact that the term tayfeh, 

which refers to the residents of a Village, is practically synonymous with
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gaum community itself is defined by Canfield as ‘spatially grouped 

agnates retaining close ties of social interaction and social identity’. 

(1978444). The gaum is not an empirical social grouping, but a locally 

conceived structural category, which is flexible in that it can include 

affines, agnates, residents of a small hamlet or the ethnic group as a 

whole. The most common application refers to the deh (village) or 

hamlet community in which everyones is a putative agnate, the incorporation 

of strangers being reflected in the kinship terminology, Nuclear and 

joint families make up the community, and as Islamic law specifies the 

amount of inheritance given to relations of specific degrees, inter 

marriage, especially cousin marriage, keeps the rights with the group, 

What happens in a large number of Hazara villages is thet at each 

successive (division of the major patriachal families, the emergent new 

families set up home nearby in the same village. The result is the 

multiequartered style of village, in which each quarter is a cluster of 

closely concentrated homes belonging to blood-related families, in 

general, each quirter is administered by an elected representative, the 

arbab. He often owns land which is farmed by residents of the quarter, 

and in other cases he may control households which are widely scattered. 

A council summoned by the arbab decides all matters pertaining to the 

quarter as a whole, including assessment and partition of property, appoints 

guardians for orphans and widows, helps collect dowry and gives aid to the 

poor ani sick, iach family, however, still functions as a self-contained 

unit, owning privately any land allotted through inheritance, on certain 

matters the council may intervene, such as in the rare case of some one 

wishing to sell land to a stranger, in which case the council assesses the
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desirability of the purchaser, and can veto the sale of land. 

In the Bamian area, where his main research was undertaken, Canfield 

considers that the neighbourhood forms the next effective division within 

the society. This is more important in the highland valleys where 

several gaum communities are related. There is common holding, for 

example, in Shibar, where neighbourhood land includes pasturage, Thus 

the neighbourhood as a functional unit exists only among the highland 

populations where pasturage is an important secondarv means of subsistence, 

Throughout these territorial groupings runs the kinship network, 

which Canfield defines as the combined sets of affinal and agnatic ties. 

of a group of interconnected families. (A list of Hazara kinship 

terminology is given on page 119 )» It has no svecific geographic context, 

it is only operative through ephemeral public gatherings and it forms a 

network of economic distribution. The kinship network contributes 

functionally to the unity of the neighbourhood and the gaum communi ty through 

intermarriage. Gaum communities in a neighbourhood may divide into marrying 

sets and thus form separate alignments, The outer limits of the kinship 

network are not geographic, however, but social, because as people of 

different religious sects do not intermarry, the real limits of the network 

are the boundaries of the sect. The kinship network blends closely with 

the sect, and this is reinforced by the fact that kinsmen meet on religious 

occasions, when the leaders of the sect, the Saints, exert their strongest 

influence, ‘he kinship network, being coterminous with the sect, can be 

said to reach to the outer limits of social cohesion and cultural identi- 

fication. This is conceptualised in the statement recorded by Canfield 

that, ‘ie believe our blood to be Imami and their blood is Sunni'. corhtes).
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Canfield's description of the ways in which the kinship network is 

strengthened emphasises the behavioural rather than the conceptual 

aspects of the importance of visits, prestations and mutual aid. Tensions 

are mobilised through gossip and scandal; for example, between husband and 

wife, women of the same household, or between gaum comminities disputing 

over land. Thus, since the social system inherently embodies contrary 

social tensions, it is considered susceptible to any divisive or cohesive 

influences imposed upon it by environmental conditions, This process 

of fission and fusion is demonstrated in Shibar along religious lines, 

because in this area communities and individuals have the option of 

aligning themselves with larger orders of political antagonism. 

Despite the evident territorial and sectarian divisions among the 

Hazaras, there is also evidenée of a certain degree of cultural assi- 

milation between the different Hazara groups. According to Ferdinand, 

(1959316), the Nazaras theugelves see the divisions as between 'realt 

Nagaras, Hazara Sayyed, Afghan Hazara and Tajik Hazara. ‘The assimilation 

of the different groups is general, though the Sayyeds, as putative 

descendents of the Prophet, do keep themselves separate and do not inter~ 

marrys ongoloid characteristics therefore vary from area to area, 

Dai sangi and Besud being the area of strongest prevalence. Ferdinand 

cites the case of five Afghan families from Wardak who settled in eastern 

Besud in the 1930s and who have become completely absorbed culturally as 

well as socially by the Hazaras, Ferdinand is able to conclude, then, 

that the interior strength of Hazara society is still considerahbie, 

national integrity being strongest in central and north-central Hazara jet. 

The phenomenon of urban migration in recent years may, however, have caused



the breakup of this unity, but intil more adequate data is collected in 

the field, it is impossible to be more definite on this points 

. AgPicultural Settlements 

Acute land shortage is a characteristic of the Hagzarajat and is a 

contributory factor in urban migration. ‘There are no adequate details 

on land tenure in Afghanistan, but the following table! gives an estimated 

distribution of land by form of tenure in 1963, in Hanera-pomulated Provincesi= 

  

Province _ Sharecropped Mortgaged Ovnereoverated Other 

Banian 1.6 O06 T3e9 23.8 

Uruzgan 1323 5.8 79.8 tel 

Ghor 12.1 Tee 75.8 10,9 

Irrigation agriculture is mainly small erain,g such as wheat, winter rye, 

barley and leguminous plants. ‘he lack of farming land, which is 

aggravated by undeveloped agricultural techniques, accounts for the con= 

tinued raising of livestock on the steep mountain slopes, mainly sheep and 

goats, and these provide the importent milk and wool products that are 

exported to the towns. Farming has been affected by the encroachment of 

Nomads and this process is discussed in Chapter Five, Another factor to 

consider heré is that the farmer needs to open up an effective relationship 

with the national economy, but so far this has been limited to the richer 

LEaZarass 

here is considerable diversity in the Hazarajat itself, between 

  

i. Dupree, L., bfghenistan, 1973, p.147.



aericuitural conditions in the highlands and the lowland plains. in 

Bamian province, for example, “agaw is the lowland nlain, with a 

temperate climate, dependent on irrigation agriculture, and the place 

where the town of Bamian is situated. it has always been on the trade 

route between India and Balkh and has therefore traditionally had a 

greater contact with Kabul. ‘Tagaw is also linked to the outside market 

because of its dependence on cash crops ~ potatoes and poplar trees - and 

its trading connections with the national economy are Pachiitated hy the 

Sunni adherence of its populations 

In the nineteenth century, according to ial! and Masson‘, the population 

was uainiy imami, but the obvious suggestion that the development of Sunnism 

corresponded with the expansion of trading possibilities in the area, will 

have to remain hypothetical for lack of further evidence. 

The peripheral plateaux and highland areas, on the other hand - vhoja 

Ghar mountains, Shibar valleys and Garghanatu - exhibit various types of 

agricuiture, utilising irrigation, rainfall and surface water,  <iubsistence 

crops of wheat, barley and fava bean are grown an shdiber, which utilises 

both rainfall and irrigation agrisulture. In the highland areas, sheep 

and goats are kept, limited to ten per family, due to the severity of the 

winters and the grazing concessions given to the nomads in the nineteenth 

centurye On the peripheral plateaux, farmers spend fifty to sixty half 

days @ year colieeting bushes for fuel, and in the summer vor a similar 

period cf time the women prepare dung cakes for winter uel, 

  

Te sth, Hey shournal of a Sour throuwch the Panjab, iiphanistan, Vurkistan, 
Shorasan ond part of Fersia, Calcutta 1934. 

2. tasson, C., iwrrative of Various Journevs in Balog tutan, Afehanistan 
and the Panjab, London 1842,
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Although agricultural land is privately owned and worked, irrigation 

is usually a public activity undertaken by the gaum community. ‘There is 

thus a joint effort in constructing and maintaining irrigation works and 

in the joint utilisation of available water and the rotation of associated 

crops, because of the organisation required for irrigation agriculture, 

co-operation is vital and common users are constrained into solidary 

ZYOUDS. in some areas a mirab (ewir-i-ab : chief of the water) is. 

elected as a paid distributor for the village, and controls the irrigation 

activities, organising duties, estimating the quantity of snow fallen in 

the winter or standing rainfall in the spring, and on these findings to 

determine how much land is to be sown and with what crops, Hike Barry’, 

in his description of ‘les emirs des eaux', is very critical of the mirabs, 

who, paid by the landowners, are said to be ruthless in their control of 

the tenants’ water supply, 

On occasions, irrigation works are appropriated into private owner-~ 

ship, such as the artificial reservoirs for collecting the hi stream 

waters in central Uazarajat and the karezes in south Hagerajat.  .iven 

where the irrigation is a comminal activity, conflicts do occur, over 

plot boundaries, for example. In poor families the tensions between 

brothers over irrigated land can be serious. hile the community using 

the sane runnel is brought into a solidary relationship, there are often 

considerable divisions between those using different runnels, as Canfield 

found in Labmushak in Shibar, (1973330), dere, the religious factions 

are generaiiy distributed along separate irrigation dines; the runnels on 

the west side of the valley supply mostly Imami communities, and those on 

  

1, Barry, he, Afghanistan, Paris 1974.
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the east Ismailis. Because these communities are situated along the 

naturally abundant waters of the Labmushak River, surface water is 

plentiful and easily accessible, and there is therefore more inti tude 

for co munity division, should this arise. Cormunities situated on the 

plateau above the alluvial plain could not divide in this way, because 

they are supnlied only with limited amounts of water through canals, 

" yhich therefore need close and co-operative suvervision.  lainfall 

agriculture, such as in Shibar, imposes less organisational demands and 

is an individual or small groun enterprise, Dry lend cultivation can 

be undertaken by individual farmers, for the land is watered naturallye 

Under these conditions, commuity fission may be core Likely. 

In the Nazarajat, settiements are usueliv located on the side of a 

hdii or on the edge of a cultivated valley. ‘Shs oasturage lies above the 

Villare with the fireids helow. 4ost settlenents have one or more large 

fortress-Like structures, known as gak*a, housing an extended Panily, 

includsng several brothers, They are usuuily reetunguiar ana surrounded 

by a large clay wail with a tower at each of the Your corners, The 

houses within this outer wall are constructed of cisy mixed with straw 

and attacned to each other to afford maximum sheiter. Vhis aeaves a4 

jarge courtyard in the centre, end on the whole, the structure was 

originaily evolved for the purpese of defence. any oF the houses consist 

oY one room only, with a smoke=jhole in the roof,  .ichurmarnn Pound that 

most houses an val sundi, however, consisted of two rooma : the taba- 

Shane, inhabited by the faniiy in the winter, and the diwal, used as a 

summer roon but also housing the animals in the winter. ‘The rooms are 

divided by & corridor-lixe entrance and the whole is surrounded bv a 

verandah or mana, under which the family sleeps in the sumer, A



characteristic feature of the Nasara houses are the conicu] baskets 

known as kandu, placed on the roofs of the houses to hold grain for the 

spring seeding. 4ny variations in house type depend on cligate and the 

wealth of the owner, rather than regional or tribal distinctions. 

in Dad candi and bad xundi during the suamer movement to the 

mountain pastures, a goveable beehive-shaped hut called a chapari is 

used. Hich sasaras, including those of the Gheikh Ali and others in 

Sharak are reported to use the real yurt or kherga. Some cave dwellers 

are found in the Hazarajat, where sun-dried brick structures are built 

inside the openings of large rock shelters found alors: the river terraces, 

Cave dwellers are also found in the caves of Bamian, 

Domestic jd 

bomestic iife revolves around farming, «rinal oreeding and collecting 

bushes Tor fuel. The exploitation of animal products is the work of the 

woren, but the general care of the aninais belongs to the men, while the 

children take the aninais to the pastures and back to the villave ror 

milking, Ghi (clarified butter) and kurut (cottage cheese} are the two 

most important miik products and ure sold to the town markets, Aa 

handicrafts arendertaken in the iazarajat, especiall y by the womens 

/oven cloth is used for barpk (woollen loth fo r clothing), gelam (rugs), 

dual (trensport sacks) and s gbal (blankets), all sold in the towns and 

~ ehaniatane an addition, nanad fa thick £ Polt) is nade by the 
Shaye + 

GLUES OC: 

  

women aml widely used for blankets.



There is Little inPoruation about other handicrarts among the 

Nacaras, but [rince -wter has collected some evidence of pottery in the 

central Uazarajate in the village of Garm So in ierat orevince, occuoled 

by wad hangd lasaras, water was ke t in jars sue without the use oT a 

afeO@le Insteat, the basie coil technique vas used of lavang sma 

sausages upon exch other to build up the jar. ‘he surface was then 

  

suoothed sath the finvers, and no decoration was ime on the outiides 

  

a an the pagar 

  

upecialised crartsmen are ra 

    

. reg + 4 oe 

ON. tris Pact Le veatherwork and barhering are uncertaken by all 

said to be despised by the Afghans who relegate these occupitions to 

specialists having a low position in the social hierarchy, along with 

musicians and dancing bovse 

Hazara fanily life is regulated on a Nosien pattern.  AGst Hazaras 

0 3 be a . rd S iat te z 

are monganious and usually marriages are arranged within Whe caum community, 
ara cls 

2 

those between first cousins being the ost wide: ae macon and Thuison    

noted the existence of fumaiy councdls among the bazaras, most strone.y 

patriarchal in Urusgan, where the women were Pounc to be more restricted 

than in Jaehori, Besud or Timurie Im general, fagara worncn ame subjeat hk 

the sume restrictions as other Jloslem women in afghanistan, though the veal 

is rerely wornes In Kabul the veil is a status symbol; 4 wan who hae done 

well financially on moving to the city will perhaps veil nas wide iwho 

doubtless never wore one when she lived an the village}, to indicate that 

she no longer needs to work, while he himself aay dress entirely in sstern 

  

ie Prince veter, Jars sade without s wheel in central lagaraiat, Man, 

voli, 1954. 

2e Bacon, ey and Hudson, Aese, Social Control and the Individual in 

eastern liqzgara cuiture, in Language, Culture and Personality, ed.l. Unier,
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Clothes. Among Hazaras who have nigrated to Kabul, however, the women 

are rarely veiled. As many of them work as domestic servants, the 

middle-class status symbols would not apply. 

Hazara village women place a considerable importance on the khwaar 

khands (adopted sister) friendship, which perhaps offsets the impossibility 

of what we may call friendship between husband and wife, or even any man 

and woman, The khwaar khanda relationshio is especially close ani the 

two women may act as confidantes end wutual sunporters, The husbands of 

khwasr khandas may not necessarily be friendly and even resent their wives' 

friendship, 

Information on life-crisis rituals aniong the dagsras is limited at 

present, though Canfield (1973) and Aslanov' are able to give us some 

details, especially about Marriage. The birth of a child is reported to 

not be celebrated lavishly. Before the child is born, however, a few 

women closely related to the mother join her on a day called kaalaa birasni 

(clothes cutting), in order to prepare clothes for the childs Amoriz? 

wealthy families there may be a meeting of the women to celebrate the 

cutting of the first tooth, when a boy is one year old, his head is 

Shaved by an elder@ in the presence of other relatives, expressing the 

hope that the ehild will grow to the age of the man performing the act, 

The female guests give small amounts of money to the women of the household, 

and this is known as shakerreyz (sugar pouring). 

In ail islamic scets in Hazara communities, boys, according to the 

prescription of Islam, are circumcised between the ages of three and nine, 

  

1. 4slanov, M.g., athnographic notes on Hazaras, in Grassmuck and édunec, Afghanistan? Sone new Approaches, Ann Arbor 1969,



Anong the Imamis the uncircumcised boy is considered a kafir (unbeliever) 

and is not allowed to eat from the same dish as the men. Circumcision 

is usually performed in the autumn by a barber or barbers from outside 

the community. he night before, feasts and music are provided by 

those who can afford it, while the poorer offer tea and pastry to their 

fuestse 

AS Tar as the child is concerned, then, it appears that a boy is 

participant in more overt life-crisis rituais than a girl. Public 

acknowledgement of his development would therefore seem to be more crucial, 

as indeed it is in most Moslem societies. As no woman ethnographer has 

carried out research in the Hazarajat, our information about the life of 

the women is anyway very superficial. 

Marriage ceremonies involve more relatives than any other rite of 

passage, and to quote Canfield's male-orientated description, ‘epitonmise 

the intricacy of ritual giving between kinsmen',. (1973:22). ven 

though official marriage registration is now necessary in all areas, the 

concensus of the kinsmen remains the vital factor. This is expressed in 

the large social gatheringa witnessing the various stages of the marriage 

process and the communal consumption of food. Arrangements for the 

harriage are made by the parents or guardians, but initial contact is 

made by a wakil (representative), usually a woman on behalf of her gon or 

brother, hen the initial proposal is accepted, a few men from the boy's 

close relatives join the giri's family for gand shekegtanit (the breaking 

of hard sugar), when lump sugar and tea are consumed to indicate a 

PYivaie a,Tuenent to tuo sarriage, The formal enevagement is celebrated 

a few days later with the ahirin kor) (eating sweets), when tae groom is
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present. There are separate shirin kori for men and women and the 

women of the groom's family bring clothing and jewelry for the bride. 

The bride's mother has later to reciprocate these gifts, in double the 

amwount if possible. 

Canfield states that among the Hazaras the bride price is usually 

agreed upon when the proposal is accepted. Aslanov, on the other hand, 

notes that his agreement is often finalised roughly one year before the 

wedding, during the fatakhuni (from the reading of the Fatikhi, the first 

Sura of the quran). Towards the end of the bargaining, the groom's 

female relatives carry sweet bread, wrapped in a tablecioth, to the house 

of the bride. Food offered them is refused until a final agreeable price 

is decided upon. ‘his ritual is known as the surfa-i-riza (the tablecloth 

of agreement). Both the Patakhunid and the surfa-i-riza are holidays for 
  

the women. For the former, the women gather the night before, while the 

men do not arrive until the following day, and in the surf ~i-riza, the 

final bride price is formally set by the women. 

The wedding itself is often delayed for years, perhaps because the 

boy and girl are too young, or the boy's family needs tine to amass the 

funds needed for the wedding costs. ‘The early engagement ceremonies 

therefore publicly acknowledge the private verbal agreenent, and secure 

it until the marriage can be consumited. ‘the bride price is paid soon 

before the wedding at a meal for the male relatives of both families. 

vhe groom's female relatives have a separate meal and then take the wedding 

dress to the bride’s house. ‘The night before the wedding is known as 

shaw-i-khina (the night of henna), when each family decorate the bride 

and groom's hands wath henna, ‘Ene wedding ceremony itself usually takes



place in the afternoon, and beforehand, among the imamis, the groom and 

a few male friends visit a local shrine. According to Canfield, this 

is to protect him from any sorcerous attempta to make him impotent. he 

Bullagh perforns the ceremony at the house of the bride and there appears 

to be a mixture of traditional Islamic elements with the signing of 

official papers by the mullgh and the mir. ‘he economic nature of the 

Marriage contract is further symbolised by the throwing of coins by the 

groom and the bride's mother. These are then gathered up by the female 

relatives. 

A woman of the bride's family remains in the house with the couple, 

usually the groom's house, for the wedding night, in order to obtain the 

necessary nroof of her virginity. The next day, women of the bride's 

family bring her trousseau and the groom's mother gives a scarf and a 

dress, a gift known as khela'tat, to seven of the women closest to the 

bride. Five days after the wedding is the takhtakani (hitting the board), 

when the bride begins to work in the groon's household. The same seven 

women provide food for a feast attended by women of both families, 

it should be noted here that marriage to a widow or a divorcee is 

not celebrated. The levirate is prevalent among the Hagaras, but if the 

woman has children, she may choose to remain unmarried and live with the 

children in the matrimonial home of the husband's brother, 

This then forms a general outline of the marriage ceremonies and 

the bonds created by the reciprocity between the two families, hile 

it is evident that the male members of each gaum vlay the main part in 

the original choice of spouse and possibly in the main discussions over 

whe economic aspects of the contract, it also seems true that the women



 



form the wost active avenues of social relations and affective ties 

between the families. The social encounters of the wonen, their 

commensality, ezchange of prestations and music-making together, all 

indicate a close contact that, from the information available, we cannot 

assume on the part of the men. 

Canfield describes the rituals associated with the death of a TAN, 

but one may assume that those for the women of the gaua wouid be similar, 

though verhans less elaborate. ‘he Yasin Sura (number XXXIV of the Quran ) 

is repeated to a dying person to ease the pain of death. “ater is 

sprinkled over the lips to assuave the thirst and to prevent him accepting 

Jatan's offer of wine after death. Ritual washing is carried out 

differcontly according to each seet, though no details are available, other 

than that it is carried out by close relatives of the same sex, Sealthy 

families pay mullahs to recite the Quran the night before the burial. 

After the burial, Isamis often eat a feast for the deceased at the grave, 

later, several feasts are given for the close kinsmen, knoxn as the 

khayra t-e-norda (offering for the dead). Among the Imamis, the family 

of the deceased serve food to the visitors for three days, but Ismailis 

serve no food during the first three days, then aftervards slaughter a 

cow and distribute the parts raw to Kinsmen. 4 khavrat-i-dmorda is 

often given on the seventh day after the death and at the next au, cele- 

bration. These feasts are as lavish as possible and demonstrate the 

number of friends the deceased had, Again, the rituals associated with 

death can be seen to reaffirm previous ties between families, through 

Social interaction and mutual obligation. 

During these rites of passage and at other times as well, the
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continuance of oral tradition, through music and poetry, strengthens 

denonstratively and symbolically the emotive sentiments of the occasion. 

somen are traditionally the tranemitters of folktales and ny thologies, 

but there are no examples given in the literature available, The influence 

of established religion in the last hundred years has evidently destroyed 

certain aspects of Hazara culture, However, music is still pomilar and 

the dambura, a two-atringed instrument is widely used, Songs are 

generally those of an Afghan Persian type, the charbait, a four-lined 

verse an’ the ghazal, a two-lined verse being the most common, with un- 

requited ilove as the most popular thene!, Aslancy states that the Hazaras 

have 'the rudiments of folk theatre? (1969249), but unfortunately there is 

again no Purther information on this. 

wile~crisis rituals, as well as agricultural activities are regulated 

by the calendar. hile the official Calendar in arghanistan is the solar 

calendar, beginning at the vernal equinox (21st Mareh), the Hagzaras use 

two other methods of dividing the vear, the gamar-im—agrab (Arabic: anar-moon, 

& agrab ~ the constellation Scorpio) and the toghal (etymology unknown), 

Phe ganerei-acrab is generally confined to astronomical specialists and 

denotes the summer months from “arch to September, reckoned by the two and 

a half days in every month when the moon is in Scorpio, The toghal is more 

widely used and is measured from the conjunction of the noon with the 

Pleiades. The time between each conjunction or toghal is supposed to. be 

seven days, but Ferdinand® found only five names for special days during 

the toghal. The toghals are nost often associated with winter, for this 

  

1. Ferdinand has collected examples of traditional lagaragi ghazal trom Sharistan in lai dangi. (4959239). . 

2- The information on the calendar was collected by Ferdinand and is given in ferdinand, 1959, p.40rf,



is the tine when the conjunction is most visible. During this time, 

the relationship between the moon and the Pleiades is used to foretell 

the weather; the greater the visibie distance between them, the colder 

the weather. ‘There is thus a close connection between the toghal svaten 

and farming. Gnce the toghai series is finished in the early spring, there 

tollows a longish period which bears no name or else is just called hich 

(nothing), This period lasts until the Pleiades are again visible. 

The twelve year Animal Cycle was official in Afghanistan until the 

reign of amir Amanulish, but is stili found among the Ugheks and AEZaYas, 

with variations. In iaszaragi, the Hongolian and Qataghani Usbeki wihh 

i3 used for year, as Opposed to the sal of Afghan “ tancdard Persian. The 

Jear Naaes Gifrering from 4.5.?. arei~ 

Leopard - ulbars 

Hare -  — taulas 
Monkey ~ shadibaker 

Dog ~ kuta 

The rest of the Noslen world uses the lunar calendar, and this is also 

known in Afghanistan, though not for official use. Until the reign of 

amanullah, the Hitzaras used the foliowing names for the lunar months : Ashur 

(Arabic tusura~Hoharren), gafar, aleho-jmewvel, nlgho-i-~doyun, algho-i-seyun, 
sigho-i-charum, rajab, Shabo, ramuzo, Id mah, hali and gurbo. he four 
Sigho wonths are collectively known as gtesh aleho (fire leaping), and at 
the new moon of these months four fires were lit in front of each house. 

The men of the household then had to leap the fires, while the wonen threw 

pots of water from the roofs. Ferdinand considers that this was a puri- 

fication ritual, which was then eradicated by the mullahs about thirty years
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ago, on the grounds of its ‘heathenish' connection with Zoroastrianism. 

it appears that fire formerly played an important part in Hazara ritual 

dife and traces of this still remains in Jaghori, for exauple, lamns are 

still lit during the Festival of the Dead, where each lamp is dedicated 

to a deceased person. In the past, on the eve of major feasts and 

marriages, special lamps were lit. If a calamity overtook the cormunity, 

this was believed to be caused by the troubled souls of the dead, who were 

then appeased by lighting a fire between three stones, into «hich was 

sprinkled roghan (clarified butter). 

“Raining the last evidenees of these cultural traits, one can see 

that there 18 a mixture of influences present. ‘the toghal calendar is 

Shared by some Almaq tribes, and the Animal Cycle vould appear to be an 

eariy introduction of Tatar influence, Now, these influences are becoming 

mixed with the Afghen solar calendar, The influence of fire in Hazara 

calture is an extrenely interesting point that could serhaps be rewarded 

by further research, Unfortunately, like music, these non-Islamic 

elements have been systematics ily destroyed by the established church, 

go that few traces remain, 

ihe Distribution of Heligious Sects 

the main doctrinal aspects of the Inami and Ismaili fects, to which 

most of the iiazaras adhere, were described in Chapter One, Here 7 shail 

examine the distribution of these sects and some of the processes involved 

in their variation. Most of the information and. argument is found in the 

work of Robert Canfield, sho deals mainly vith the Bamian area, west of 

Sabul, jiere, Sunni ‘ajiks occupy the central Bamian valley, Imamis the



southern and western highiands, ani a mixture of Tmamis and Isumailia 

the highlands of Shibar and Xalus 

~ectarian membership is usually expressed in terms of sllegience 

to a particular Saint, rather than overtly to the sect itself. The 

Imamis oF the area venerate a Saint in Yakawlang snd one in “abul, and 

the Ismailis a Sayyed near Doshi, This vhenomenon of “aint worshin is 

rarely found in urban centres and is actively diseoursged by orthodox 

Islame srnest Geliner' has anaivsed this phenomenon of the pover of 

Baints in a tribal context among the Berbers of the High Atlas. i shail 

outline his argument here, because although we do not have much information 

on the power of caints in a hagara context, Geliner's valuuble anaiysis 

may throw Light on our understanding of sectarian aliegience in Afghanistan 

Geliner considers that in most Moslem countries the tribal areas are rarely 

discrete untities, rather they are marginal to the urban population and 

therefore retain « cultural influence from the towns. teligiion in the 

urban centre tends to be puritanical, with a lack of emotionality. intere 

mediaries ere considered unnecessary, so the religious hierarchy is confined 

to the ulema, the learned elite, among whom literacy is obviously an 

important factor. Among the tribal popuiations, on the other hand, there 

is nore stress on the ecstatic, personalised aspects of religions Because 

of none-literacy, there is no access to the Book, and thus revered personnel 

are needed as intermediaries with God, They may, of course, also ect as 

intermediaries between tribes, This leads to the develoment of a religious 

hierarchy, As far as the Herbers are concerned, they are considered 

unorthodox in terms of the official urban religion, but through the Saints, 

the Kerbers can demonstrate their allegience to Islam. Gellner considers 

  

1. Geliner, &., Saints of the Atlas, 1969,
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that ultimately, the Saints express the boundaries between the marginal 

tribal population and the urban counterpart, 

it is important to note that a large cart of Gellner's argument is 

based on the fact that erber society is a good example of a segmentary 

society, where segmentary ties are the sost important features in social 

organisation, vaintly leadership in this cave makes it possible to weld 

tegether groups that do not have an existence within the segmentary system. 

of course, one cannot immediately suggest an analogy with the Hazara 

populations of Afghanistan, which we have no reason to believe are 

oreanised on a segmentary basis, In addition, we have more information 

on the Pission and fusion of sects end hardiv mention of the role vlayed 

by the different Jaints, Hore information on these men would obviously 

add to cur knowledge of Hagara social organisation. But even at this 

stage, it seems not unreasonable to suggest that verhans certain aspects 

of the pover of the Saints anong the Rerbers may be relevant to the 

situation in Afghanistan. Certainly, the feami and Ismaili Caints. are 

representing grouns of unorthodox Moslems, considered in terms of the 

sinnd state religion. It would be interesting therefore, to learn how 

much the Usgara Jaints act as keevers of the boundaries between sects and 

indeed ethnic groups. 

So return to sect distribution in the Bamiam area, we are at least 

better informed on this particular point. In the valley of iabmushak, for 

exauple, the population is grouped in a number of small hanlets, conposed 

of closely related agnates and their families, and generally belonging to 

the same sect. However, at three locations in the valley, sectarian 

allegiences have cut through kinship and territorial groupings. This



pattern of social Segmentation, in which some hamlets are divided and 

gone are not, is characteristic of the Uhibar valleys in general. 

This sectarian differentiation forns a considerable cleavave within 

the society. “embers of different sects do not inter-marry, they graze 

their Hiock separately, patronise different flour mills and occunational 
epeciaiists, and borrowing and lending and even daily social intercourse 

between the members of the different sects is limited. ‘his has not 

always been the case and the degree of interaction appears to have 

Pluctuated through time, indicating perhaps a considerable amount of con- 

version, as Canfield sugrests.,  Canfield's analysis of sect distribution 

in the area is concerned with the following points: the original distri- 

bution of Sunni éroups in the lowlands, Imanis in the highlands and 

ismiilis only in the southern highlands, the reasons why comaunities 

factionalise along sectarian lines Only in Ohibar, how conversion can 

take place if it is said to be Impousibie, anil why factional differences 

are formulated as religious differences anyway. 

“ath regard to the first point, we have already seen in this chapter 

and in Chapter une, the degree of differentiation between “agaw, the dowland 

Plain, ami the highland valleys in the Bamian region. ‘ugaw, because of 
its agricultural wealth and its position on the trade route, has always 

maintained a closer contact with abul and the national economy, it is 
to be expected, therefore, that this contact would be facilitated and 
strengthened through the acceptance of Sunmnism, though as 1 mentioned before, 
we have no concrete historical evidence to validate this assertion, 

the highlands, on the other hand, have always maintained a degree 
of independence frou the Sunni state, «Ven though, in the nineteenth 
century, the governor of the province operated from the town of Lamian,



nade 

independent liagsara coalitions to the northeast and southeast influenced 

the highland areas marginal to Bamian. During the brief reign of Bach- 

i-Sagqsao in 1929, the population of Tagaw allied themselves with his 

cause, whereas the marginal population revolted against hin. In addition 

while Saguw has been influenced by the centres of power in Turkestan and 

Kabul, the highiand areas have been more closely associated with the 

-a2arajat. The area is still an important centre of Hazara political 

iife, indicated by the prominence of Yakawlang as an Imami religious centre. 

On the whole then, Sumnism has meant a support of the ruling institution, 

whereas imanism indicates and identification with resistance to the Sunni 

atate. 

The developaent of Ismailism in the highlands suggests a resistance 

to both Sunnism and tmamism and their secio= economic concomaitants, 

The area «here Iamailiam is found is at the frontiers of Turkestan, Kabul 

and hagarajat influence. iskailisu is generally considered to be more 

heretical than Imamism, and this would correspond to the spatial isolation 

of its menbers. 

“he nain these running threuwh this analysis of the distribution of 

sects is CanPield's thesis that essentially sects are nsolitical interest 

groups. in a country where religious differences form the main criteria 

of social differentiation, it would seem fair to assume that the political 

interests of a group will express themselves in sectarian memberships 

Previous to the nineteenth century, political allegienceg were most often 

formulated in terns of patrilineal descent groups, where verhans Jazaras 

wouid be ranged against Ghilgais. But as the coalition of Afghan tribes 

grew into a ruling institution under Sunnism, opposition began to be expreased
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in the antithetical categories of Imami and Ismaili, ‘hus religious 

heterodoxy in inaccessible areas can be seen as a boundary-=maintaining 

device of the interest grouns living in the narginal territories. 

Political blocs within the Bamian area have therefore become 

identified with sectarian categories, ‘Within most sectarian communities, 

tensions and dissensions have to be Managed either by enigration or 

acquiescence, In the case of Shibar, however, Canficid maintains that 

ecologic conditions are here conducive to a breakdown in the community, 

because the rainfall agriculture undertaken in the area requires little 

group solidarity. It is possible, therefore, for a cdisputant in Shiber 

to remain on his vital land by undergoing religious conversion, shere 

there is a natural waterflow, Imami and Ismaili communities may live close 

together, Unfortunately, Canfield has no data con actual conversion, and 

can only suggest the nossible transfer of allegience from cone Saint to 

another. he important point here is that Canfield considers sectarian 

rather than ethnic ascription to be the primary basis of group organisation 

in the Banian area and Afghanistan as a whole. 

Urban iileration 

the migration of Hazaras to the main towns of Afghanistan, especially 

Kabul, was noted as early as Babur's time, in the sixteenth century, This 

flow continued and appears to have became more extensive during the persecu- 

tions of the nineteenth century, it has increased considerably since the 

195Us, so that llazaras now form a sizeable proportion of kabul's residents 

and workforce. I shall discuss the more theoretical aspects of urban mi- 

gration and its relevance to inter-ethnic relations in Chapter Six; here I 

concentrate mainly on the extent of this migration and its possible causes.



The migration of populations is a complex phenomenon which has been 

open to various interpretations. Causes may include religious oppression 

and the inability to maximise economic gains. iigration itself Ray be 

innovatory or conservative, either destroying or maintaining existing 

social structures, Changes within the migratory group and also the host 

society have to be considered, as well as the processes of assimilation, 

integration and minority group formation that may take vlace, It would 

therefore be necessary to have extensive data and an open-minded analysis 

in order to discuss adequately any migratory processes, Like revolution, 

it cannot be reduced to a simple J-curve theory of relative deprivation. 

Research into Hazara migration has been undertaken by CyLedung" and 

commented on b Canfield, Both mention the economic factors of deprivation 

as being foremost in migratory movements, but we should not assume any simple 

cause and effect theory to apnly in any situation, let alone that of 

Afghanistan, «here our sociological knowledge is still so limited, It has 

been mentioned previously in Chapter One that the hagzarajat is agriculturally 

an extremely poor area and that for various reasons conditions are deterio- 

rating, The pressure of nomad incursions has led to the loss of land by 

Hagaras in debt to the nomads, ‘here has been a worsening of relations 

between the Hazaras and nomads in recent years, no doubt due to the fact 

that twenty per cent of the land in the Hagarajat is now owned by the nomads, 

and in some areas sixty to eighty per cent of the Hazeras are in debt to 

the nomads, Cultivable land in the area is insufficient for the population, 

with the result that there is considerable seasonal migration of Hazaras to 

  

1. June, C.L., Some obse vations on the patterns and processes of rural= 
urban migrations to Kabul, Afghanistan Council of the Asia Society (New York). Occasional Paper no.2. 

2. Canfield, k., suffering as a religious imperative in ifghanistan, 
Chicago, 1975.
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the cities in the winter. In some cases, the cultivators plant their 

crops in spring and sove to Kabul for the summer, afterwards returning 

to harvest tne winter crops, then returning to “abu before the snows. 

it ig estimated that as many as thirty to fifty ver cent of the highland 

labour force are seasonally absent. iven if this nieration becomes a 

permanent settienent, the natural population growth is not offset, with 

the resuit that the summertime population of the Hagaersjat is on the in+ 

crease, Consequently, landholdings are becoming smaller and the number 

of lundiess families is increasing. 

Hagarea migration to Kabul has inereased to such an extent in the 1960s 

that iageras now form a najority of the city's iaigreants, indieated by 

the following table <iven by Jung for the late 1060s:~ 

  

Province Percentave of Kabui’s jnmi grants 

Central Provinces 54% 

vardak 65, 

Ghazni 24, 

Bamian ye 

Gf these immigrants, 70) were from rural areus, 859° cane aarectly to Kabul, 

42° were between the ages of 15 and 24, and 7 were non-literate, Ther © 

were twice 4s many men as women and two-thirds of these were unmarried. 

VP the total, 35) had been farmers, whereas 33). possessed no skill, 

seasons lor migration were given as followa:- 

Heaso Percentage 

Insuffidéent land ar: 

Poverty 2%: 

vnemploynent gs 

insufficient employment 12°:
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Canfield considers that during the 1950s and the early 19608, when the 

cities were prosvering fron the introduction of forcign aid, there was 

a large "mul! factor in Hagara wigration, for there would probably be 

good jobs in the city. However, locking at these figures for the late 

1960s, we can gee that if we are going to use the *nush=nuil* theory, 

then by this time the 'nush' factors had nrobably becore more influential, 

Most of the Hazaras who come to Kabul can on.y hope to find work as 

coolie labour, carrying heavy loadsa, sweeping snow of f root's, cleaning 

latrines and other activities normally associated with a parish group. 

they meet in the early morning at specific points an the city, from where 

they ara hired for about % to 50 afghanis per day (260 ai’s. = approx. 1), 

48 in any other cities receiving migrating rural populations, there is 

usualiy very little raising of the Hazaras’ standard of iiving. Many are 

niserably pour, ror they contract to work for very 2it bie’ » The conne- 

tition of these migrant labourers for work reduces their wages, according 

to their seasonal influx from the highlands,  Admi Wimliy, some Uagaras do 

Pind better-naid jobs as cooks t: the U.N, ‘experts’, as waiters, or take 

over the winter sale of wood, or even become artisans of &iuminiume A 

2 
» 

few manave tc set up small businesses he tagjority, however, are faced 

with increasing deprivation. 

The problem is worsened by the ever-increasing nupbers of migrants 

flocking to Kabul, Hy 1969 about 40,000 people had recently emigrated 

  

+. ‘Iwo exanples from personal experience: i paid a lazara 30 afs. to 
carry a bed lworth 200 afs.) from the bazaar to ny house in 1972, 
in the winter I was advised to pay the Hazaras who had come to clear 
the roof of snow not nore than 40 afs. for an hour's work. 

2. ‘Two Hazara brothers had a thriving small corner-shop in shar~i-Nao, 
the new quarter of Kabul, in 1972,



from the Hazarajat. One Hazara clan, which had until fifteen years 

previously jived entirely in the central highlands, had seventy of ita 

one hundred and fourteen households living in Kabul By 1970. ‘The ro- 

duetion in foreign aid and rising inflation sre sugeested by Canfield as 

worsening the situation of the Hazaras, but 1 would question how much of 

the so~caiicd aid was ever distributed a:ong them in the first place. 

uastiy, the famine of 1970-74, which was concentrated in the central 

s 

provinces, has aiso exacerbated the migration situation,
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In the previous cha: ter, I outlined the ethnography of contemporary 

Hazara society. This chapter describes the historical processes in 

Afghanistan from the nineteenth century onwards that have been relevant 

to the Hazaras, in their relations with other ethnic groups and in the 

formation of their society today. Firstly, the ethnogenesis of the 

Hazaras is discussed, through the theories offered by nineteenth century 

and contemporary writers. Following this is a review of the tribal 

situation as it existed before the consolidation of state control in 

the late nineteenth century. This then forms a historical background 

to the developments to be discussed further in the next chapter. 

bthnogenesis 

The details of Hazara ethnogenesis are somewhat confused, but more 

reliable theories are now replacing the fanciful hypotheses put forward 

in the nineteenth century. In general, the theories fall into two 

groups: the first body sees the Hazgaras as direct descendants of one or 

more Mongol invasions from 1220 onwards; the second, on the other hand, 

considers the situation to be more complex. In this latter case, the 

Hazaras are seen as. the result of an admixture of various Mongol groups 

coming from the south of Afghanistan and mixing with an autochthonous 

agricultural, mainly Tajik populace of the central Afghan uplands, ‘The 

Mongol groups themselves are considered to be a probable mixture of Turco~ 

Mongol elements and Turco-Mongol-Iranian stock. 

The first theory derives from the fact of various Mongol invasions 

into Central Asia from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, For a 

period of over a hundred years, thecountry of the Hindu Kush was under



Mongol domination, until the Turco-Mongol rule cf Yamerlane. The 

thousand strong military detachments of Ghengis Khan and his descencants 

were known as mings, translated ss hagar (one thousand) in Persian. Bakur, 

writing in 1504', noted that Hezaras und Nikuderd tribes vere living in the 

western mountains of Afghanistan, some of whom spoke Mogholi. Some groups 

wintered in the Ghorband area, plundering other tribes, and Babur himself 

took part in an action against the Sultan Mas'udi Hazaras between Takht 

Pass and the Sanglakh mountains, occasioned by their refusal to pay 

government tributes. In addition, he noted considerable numbers of Sultan 

Mas'udi tribesmen living in Kabul. Babur atresses the Turcoman origin 

of the Hazaras, but nineteenth century writers emphasised the idea of 

direct descent from the Mongol invaders. Elphinstone, who completed his 

mission to Afghanistan in 1815, notes Abu'l Fazl's allegation that the 

Hazaras were the descendants of garrisons left in the Hindu Kush area by 

the Mongol Prince Manku Khan, the grandson of Ghengis Khan:- 

‘The Tartar army used to be divided into a certain 

number of Hazaurehs or regiments; and it is possible 

that some of these bodies, originally left to occupy 

part of a conquered country, may have given rise to 

the nation of the Hagzaras. 2 

He does, however, raise the point of there being so many Turkish words in 

the dialect of supposed Mongol descendants, and the additional factor that 

if, as a corollary, one could assume their language to be originally 

Turkic, why had they adopted ‘ersian, rather than the Turkic or Pashto 

of their neighbours? 

  

1. Beveridge, A.S., The Babur Name in linglish, 1921. 

2. “Elphinstone, K., scount of the * of ¢ i, 1842, 0.208.
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Ihunes in 1842 remarks on indigenous attempts to further this idea 

of Hongol descent:- 

‘he Huzerahs state thenselves to be descended from 

two brothers, Sadik Kumwr and Sadik Soiks, Sadik being 

a title among then. They are sarticulariy mentioned 

7 an the annals of Jingis Khan's wars; and 40CO families 

are said to have been leit by that conqueror. * 

Burnes ney have taken for historical fact what vere orobubly tribal 

histories and genealogies of a mythical nature. This is borne out by 

the confused situation that follows:- 

"The thiarahs themselves claim descent from the ophianee 

“oorks; sone however, of those who live at ih “oondee 

deduce their linesare from a Koresh Arab, others from 

the Kibtee, a race coeval with the Jees, ‘The Youladee 

hugarahs of Hoojuriatan are anid to be so called from 

& daughter of Afsariab.'  (1942:2%0) 

In fact, during the nineteenth century the theories reached absurd levels, 

the favourite being the claim of descent from the Heni-isreel, which has 

; , 2 aiso been accorded to the Pashtuns. Leech appears to have taken 

sericusly the claim of brotherhood with the huropeasns, sn both were con» 
. 

3 sidered to be descendants of Japheth, son of hoah. again, Bellew’ connects 

tne daa appelation of many Hagara tribes with a reference of “eredotus to 

the Ushae, who settled in the ancient kinedom of Ghor, ~art of the present 

Negarajat. John cray*, physician to the Amir Abdur Uahman, introduces 

  

1s Burnes, A., Cabool, 1842, pee. 

  

2. Major Leech, & Supplementary Account of the hagsras, Journal of the aSiatic Society of Bengal, 1845, voLealy, rart I, pelle 
Se Bellew, Hede, Au Enquiry into the at of Afzhanistan, 1891, 6. 
4o Gray, Je, At the Court of the Amir, 1895, p. 206



a new variation, describing the dagaras as mainiv of Turkish origin, 

but having tribes among them of Najnut, Kopt, Abyssinien and Persian 

descent: 

Contemporary writers have also pervetuated the theory of direct 

4 descent Crom the araies of (ongol invaders, ligabeth Bacon locates 

the songed sources as Chagataians from Transoxdena who entered Afghanistan 

between 7225 and 1447. According to her, the cingpan resinents recruited 

from Rongol tribes codneided in composition almost entirely with the 

tribe, so that the military unit took on a tribal solic 

  

ity. Before 

     wd go the fifteenth century in Argusnistan, hazare had referred simply toe a 

f 4 oe TP aeRO a ae 

mountain tribe (hence the nonefMongol ‘Yazeras' of Gacakhs 

  

ahan and North 

est Pakistan), but by the fifteenth century the term had increasingly 

Gome to refer ty spcoafieaiijy Songol tribes now situated an the mountsin dg
 

POPLONG » 2hus the transposition of the + 

  

Jan Nazare ror the Mongol 

2 WOULd Andacate a seeuingly logical shift of pesudy 

  

cae Mongol 

      

units into tribes resident in Afshanistan under their sresent name. 

Oliowing the etymological dane of reasoning, Sacom usc the contermorary 

tribal terminology te substantiate her argusent; for okannie, she states 

chat a modern subetribe of the Jesud is the Murjigai, a nase strongiy 

reminiscent of borjigin, the medieval Mongol Qbok (clan) te which GChengis 

shan belonged, 

“he Russian Aslanov has developed this theor 

  

ly and states thati- 

‘when it began in 1221 - 1203, the Nongol troop invasion 

of the territory of present-day afghanistan brought forth 

energetic opposition from the local peopis. after con= 

quering the country the hiongols left detachments there, 

  

   
    

1. Bacon, =., fhe incu NC 
Afghanistan, Southveatern Journal of Anthropology, 1951, vol.7, Me 2500



Later four sons of Ghengis “han and thereafter his 

grandson jiengu Khan also invaded, acconnanied by 

thousands of men who established pernanent garrisons 

in the conquered country. These men mixed with the 

iocal neopie and gradually adopted the lan.uagve of the 

conquered.’ (1969336) 

she writer does admit that there isay have been more than one movement of 

Songois into the area, but is forced to conclude that the contemporary 

llagara settiexacnt does not coincide wath the oriinal distribution of 

settled Mongol detachments,  Aslanov rather suggests that these Mongol 

eroups were vushed up from the fertile valleys and slopes of eastern and 

northern afghanistan to the Augher valleys by Pashtuns frou the east and 

south and Uzbeks from the north. ‘Uhe area left to them was then named 

hagerajat after its vopuiation. 

ehais body of theory leaves many questions unanswered, however, for 

example the development of the lancuegee Jazersagh is a ‘egiki dialect 

of Versien, with a certain hengol and Tarkie vocabulary, “andri elements 

and sone unfiuence from Pashte, Linguistic analyais by pulling! suggests 

that the oresent dialect is composed of the following three elements: 

pre-Hongol vrersian, Mongol and Fodern Vajike © know from Sabur's accounts 

that a wixed Mongol was being sanoken in the laserajat in the sixteenth 

century. by the eighteenth century this had become mainly Tajik. 

Dulling's theory, therefore, is that a conquering Mongol group assumed 

the language of the Iranian aborigines, while retaining a number of terns 

from iiongol and Purkic-influenced Mongol. In fact, vhen cultural 

  

1. Dulling, G.K., The Hagarag 

  

eraidan, 197%,



elements are more fully explored, then the first hody of theory that 7 

outlined at the beginning of this chapter, is seen to be redundant. As 

the Mongols were largely nomadic, some writers found it difficult to ex- 

plain the settied nature of the Hagara communitas Yecon and Hudson, 

for exannie, are forced to conclude that Hazara social forms are a re= 

sult of adaptation by the Mongols to conditions in Afehanistans- 

‘Geographical environment exerted the most aunfiuences 

the Hazaras were not in onen stenpes, but contained 

in narrow and deep valleys which senarated not only one 

clan from the next, but the entire number from other 

Vupeo-longod trates. Under constricting conditions of 

this sort, a Mongol feudaligm (whose basin was not 

uniquely iand) could very probably disintegrate and 

give ground to smail, self-suficient democratic agri- 

cultural communities, naving a social iafe hased on co= 

operation.’ = (19413257) 

Fore satisfactory explanations are given by recent writers, such as 

schurmann (1962) and Ferdinand ( 1064 )— who conclude thet the Hayvaras 

are the descendants of various admixtures of ethnic groupings, from on 

one side an autochthonous agricultural, mainiy Tajik nonuince of the 

central ifghan uplands, and from the other side norecds of a Turco- 

Kongoldan and Turco-Mongolian-Iranian stock. It is suywested, then, 

that thig nomadic population migrated regularly and over ae lone period 

Sor the summer season to the mountain districts of tne Lazarat. Ry the 

sixteenth century they had begun to settie in these siumer encammments 

snd to subjeet themselves to the Tajik porulation. “he nomads settled 

and gave their Ohi'ite religicn to the Tajiks, 

vhere Schurmann and Ferdinand differ is in their estimation of the 

number of nomad incursions into central Afghanistan. Schurmann 

definitely suggests that there was one invasion:-
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‘uring the middle of the fifteenth century, a muinber 

oY these nomadic groups (Hagaras) both Afghan, Mongol 

and mixed, must have moved eastward into what is now 

southern afghanistane..e...eA8 early 16 Bebur's time some 

had begun to settle in the Hindu “ush.’ (19529118) 

Ferdinand agrees with the theory of nomad incursion, which he found con= 

firmed in local tradition, when e Hazara Khan of Dai sansi related to 

him in 1960 how the jazaras vere originally nomads from Kandahar, usiryt 

the Hazarajat as grazing Land until they finally settled there, However, 

he considers, in contrast to Schurmann, that a long and comniicated process, 

including many nomad incursions, has been involved in the formation of 

the present day llagaras. Bacon’ is in agreement with this factor, but 

persists wath the theory of the Chagataians invading from India and 

Turkestane 

Clearly, the question of ilazara ethnogenesis has been confused and 

suggestive, but the discussion has obviousiy advanced considerabiy sinc 

the nineteenth century hypotheses. shen cultural elenents such as 

jaunguase, aevicultural patterns and social structure are considered, more 

Satistactory theories are evincede 

She jineteenth Century Tribal Bac 

  

whais section describes the structure of Hazara society as it existed 

an the nineteenth century before the consolidation of state control under 

a sunni fushtun regime headed by Abdur Hahman. “he Uazarajat in the 

  

1. Bacon, s., Jeview of Schurmann (1962) in Central Asiatic Jour 
1963, vol.&, p62.



nineteenth century was almost completely independent of the government 

in Kabul, and had long resisted any attempts at integration, slight 

though these were up until 1866, Ferdinand considers that at this 

time a kind of tribal feudalism ruled in the area with ite basis in 

the iineage system. This is attested by early writers; Livhinstone, 

Yor exannie, describes the tribal divisions of tha Uazaras ag Deh Zenges, 

heh Xoondee, Jaughoree and Polaudeh, being the largest. According to 

hin, overall control was vested in the Sultan, who had absolute nower 

over the tribe, to administer justice, invose fines and executions, 

slphinstone notes the wealth of the Sultans, ‘who heve good castles, 

Vane ciothes aml servants adorned with gold and silver.' (16429344 

Verrier’ deserLlbes the eastern cazara population an atretching from the 

flandiu nush to the frontiera of Kandahar, They were known as the Heazura 

Pus Koh or Pusht “oh (beyond the mountains), and sere divided inte the 

Yekoo Clingy, beh Zingy, Ser Jingeli tribes, each sovernec by senerate 

chiefs, and the Deh Kondi, Boleor and Mudelane, who vere united under one 

chief. Burnes gives the divisions of the Hazaras as Dehgungee, Dah ’ 

  

Koondee, Dih Choupan or Zurdaloo, Bulktiaree (near Gh: iy Jaghoree, 

Sehsood and various other amali groups such as she Chui, Fouladee and 

sheath 414 of Ghorhand, making 67,000 in all, ‘She chiefs in the central 

areas were Known aS mirs and towards Turkestan as beys, ochurmann 

(19023162), Suggests that these area not in Tact tribal designations, buat 

rather territorial, and on the whole the sources are not conclusive 

enough to demonstrate that a tribal feucaliste did have a basis in the 

Linedy re SYBCOMs 

  

1, Ferrier, J.P., Caravan Journeys and Kanderings in Persia, 
itghonistan, Turkestan and Beluchistan, 1856.
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As a Glue to nore accurate investigation into tribal delineation, 

4 
x ” 4 aN o P Ags & 5 Wyre > = the appelation dal has been suggested, Yraser—Tvtler suggests that 

  

it 

  

motion of the Cersian dah (ten) aml therefore reflects 

& $ ue the military divisions of the hongois,  Verdanand (195%:14), however, ? tv 

f 
considers that dad way be the plural of deh, meaning viliarpe, as in Dai 

sang, Tor axanpies Dai-i-“angi = the villaze of Usnei, He notes the 

nossibiidty of s further comnmection with cay, which in the Haszarajat 

neans a stack of winter fodder or of bushes gathered for Puel ise. 

things tedng collected together’. dn this idea of oLdeetiva t 

is an analogy with the Pashto gai, which venerally neans 'son of', as in 

the tribal name Ghilzai, Jerakwai or Sohamwelisai, but can also refer te 

& gereral coliectivity, gathered together lor a sreeific inerrose, for 

eXanple an the tame of Jihad (holy war).  jiazaras today exclain dat as 

tribe, so until more research is undertaken ve shall eceest this explanation. 

~ A mineteenth century report on the Hazara. jat’ “nade for the Governnent 

a? india torpows sone light on the political structure of the Nazaras, as 

vell as providing interesting information on material culture, The 

most relevant points are given below, Poliowing the form of the Report 

ay: takings cach tribe in turn. 

: Qe 4 mnmoewt hw 4 oham EM J EWE 

  

this tribe was resident in the Ghazni district, with Ghulem Husain 

as shen, ‘vhe tribe nuahered 30 clans, each composed of between 20 to 

  

1. sraser Tytier, be, atghanistan, 1950, p57. 

2. nevort on the dagarajat by Subeda       Muhamcud dussain hhan, 

second Siihs, Native attache, Afphan Joundary Commission, 1886. 
‘India Office Library and Records, iy P&S/'1/49, p.415<437. 
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D0 families, making 3,330 families in all. seven Balike or headmen 

controlled these clans under the direction of the khan. The Mohaned 

Khwaja, as secentarista, lived in mud and stone houses biilt inside 

large stone gai‘a or forts. agricultural produce was comresed of 

wheat, barley, cian corn, lentils, peas and sone apricots and apple 

trees. Horses, asses, bullocks, sheep and goats were reared and barak 

(woollen cloth? carpets, sacks and ropes were made fro. the sheep's wool. 

Chaff, lucerne and clover were collected and stored for fodder. During 

the three months snow season, the population were confined to the 

settienent, and were "very haooy during this season, being safe and secure 

from afghen ocpression’, Vhere vis some migration to saniahar, Quetta 

and -eshanar in the winter to work as coolies, and othere of this tribe 

were extensively euployed in Afghanistan as grooms. 

40 VOU government revenue had been assessed at 25,KA) Sabuld runees 

ecliected in kind, as coins were not available. wher Air Dost Sohaned 

(WSeb-59 7, this was raised to 3b, GUU rupees, Collected in cash. Under 

abdur sanmen, ruling at the tame of the Hepert, revenue was assessed at 

i waryang rutes Sor animais, fines ror AbBANLt, Git, \acn en contracting 

“arriage paid 10 rupees, but if the bride was a wider, only 3 rupees 

rere extracted, 

Jichatu 
Sek Ahsan wea 

4 tribe of about 16 clans each controlled by maliks and numbering 

8,470 Pemaiies in all, In 1883 the amir Abdur Rahman himself had 

appointed ALi khan as chief of the tribe, Agricultural nroduction 

seens to have been quite extensive, including the cereals and pulses
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mentioned before, plus rice, apricots, apples, pears, grapes, melons 

and potatoes, &' well as the animals listed above. Revenue accordingly 

was high, sveraging 50,000 rupees, no limit bein set on the fines for 

any crine or rebellion, Leree numbers of the Jighatu eniiated in the 

Ategnan infsntry and cavalry and in the winter worked as coolies in 

Peshawar and candahur. 

Zarginn 

This tribe consisted of & clans of 1,470 families who, a hundred 

years previously, had separsved from the Beaud Lagaras and settied in 

DaRLANe 40 there was limited snow in the areas, they remained sedentary 

aid year through, producing ceriais, pulses, carrots and turnips. Grass 

or Louder was brought from the hills and dried. col prmiaets Prora 

sep included carpets, socks and mule bass. 4 revenue of 

  

epyatese py ee Oates Al S 

Typo Pues was oaid to the xovernment in caste 

was-imioh vagaras 

wider this title are subsumed the following cleans: Jirghai Hosi 

Suharmed, vaya, Mauladi, Deh Zangd Patu, dolai, Sultan fhmad, Uruggen, 

solya, falandar and Deh-i-Chaupan, nusbering 44,509 families in all, 

11 these clans were at the time of writing independent of the Auwir and 

sere Jiving in the marginal lands around Ghor province. Here the ec! 

was bad, with enewfalls sometimes lasting as long as five months, In 

Uruggan and Wujaristan (where the Mauladi were found) the climate was 

nore conducive and grapes and melons vere produced, | The reporter is 

very insistent on the feuding, ungodly nature of these clans, who were
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‘poor and thieves, so wild that they never come to Kabul.‘ It is not 

surprising, perhaps, to learn that there was no migration among these 

clans to work in servitude or aa labourers. 

Balichabs, 

This tribe lived in the inaccessible area of Balkhab, between 

Turkestan and Deh Zangi, and was composed of ten clans plus refugees 

from all Hazara clans, numbering 10,000 families in all. Confusingly, 

the names of the khans or chiefa cf the clan are given, but not of the 

overall authority. The Balkhabi suamered in the Koh Char area with 

their flocks while the cultivators remained in Balkhab. ‘here is evident 

Ugbek influence according to the informant, in that ‘they wear chapkan 

(coat) and turban like the Usbegs.' Up until 1870 they had been independent 

and paid no revenue, but at the time of writing were paying 4,340 rupees. 

Deh Mirdad and others 

This includes tribes from the Besud and Dei Zengi area who had been 

settled in Darr-i-Yusuf in Magar district about twenty years previously, 

and numbering altogether 4,370 families, Houses were built in the open 

plains with few forts, and flocks were taken to summer ‘sanitaria' vhere 

the Hazaras lived in tents or thatched sheda. Irrigated land could be 

had in the Darr-i-Yusuf area for nothing and Jallam land, dependent on 

rainfall, produced good harvests of melons and pumpkins. Large numbers 

of horses were kept for ploughing. As with all the other Hasara grouns, 

descriptions are given of their weaponry, in this case muskets, pistols and
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swords. Cash revenue was exacted on families and horses and that on sheep 

was taken in kind. In addition, one quarter of the produce taken from 

irrigated land and one tenth of that from unirrigated land was also taken 

from then. 

An Ismaili tribe living in the Mazar district and independent until 

1870. bight clans numbering 5,090 families were ruled by three paliks, 

but we are not told of any overall authority. Agricultural produce was 

poor and thus revenue was assessed at a low rate. There was no migration 

awong this tribe in search of employment. The reporter notes that ‘they 

take regular exercise ami are expert in climbing up mountains." 3,000 

Sheikh Ali families are also mentioned as living in Ghorband, a dependency 

of Xabul, and others mumbering 6,000 families living in Khanabad. 

Chahardaste 

A tribe of 1,810 families in 14 cleans living in the Ghasni district. 

Their chief, Faiz Muhaumad Khan, had been executed by order of Amir Abdur 

Rahman, and at the time of writing they were without a chief. 

Deb Zangd 

A tribe of four principal sections, each with a clan chief and sub- 

sidiary maiiks, of 670 families in all, attached to the Hamian district 

and aubject to Kabul. Their revenue was assessed at a low rate. It



 



p.61 

is stated that among the Deh Zangi, alone of all the Hazara tribes, the mir 

or clan chief (among the Deh 4angi generally known as beg) owned all the 

cultivated land in addition to the power of dispossession. 

Deh Kundi 

A tribe of 19 clans and 11,010 families living near the city of 

Gizao, on the Helmund. Gizao must have been quite substantial, having 

four gates, fifty shops and eight hundred Tajik families resident. The 

chief of the Deh Kundi was always chosen from the Daulat Beg clan, who 

had been instrumental in tribal struggles with Firozkohis and Taimanis to 

the west. Cereals and pulses were produced in this area, but winters 

were severe, with snows sometimes from October to March, so that families 

were forced to store food and fuel enough to last for five months. Cattle 

were taken for summer grazing to the mountaing where the Hazaras lived in 

tents. There was no migration for employment, and cloth, iron and indigo 

were imported by Qizilbash merchanta, 

In this case 15,030 families, ‘very fond of arms’, were divided into 

Seven clans headed by a mir, and clan sections headed by a lambardar. The 

Amir appointed a separate governor over the Besud since their subjection in 

tHe 1840s. Taxes and revenue before the time of Abdur Rahman seems to have 

been excessive, but under Abdur Rehman we are merely told of cash revenue on 

animals and one tenth of the produce of irrigated land. Barak, ghi and 

kurut were the main products. Due to over~exploitation of the resources in
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the area and the heavy taxation, large numbers took seasonal work in the 

winter in Kabul end India. 

Jaghors 

A tribe of seven dastas (clans) numbering 5,420 families in all. 

Previously the chief had always been chosen from the Alan Reg Clan, but 

Abdur Hahman had executed the last one and appointed a governor over then. 

Cereals, pulses, melons and apricots formed the main produce flong with 

the wool and milk products common to the other Hazaras. Cash revenue 

was 58,000 rupees, plus more in kind, the governor extracting one rupee 

per family for himself. In addition, Abdur Rahman had inposed taxation 

on animals as well as taking one tenth of the produce of unirrigated land 

for the state. The reporter states that numbers of the Jaghori served 

in Afghan cavalry regiments and the very poor laboured in Kabul and 

Peshawar during the winter, 

Another report! prepared for the Government of India givea us some 

wore details of tenancy arrangements among the Hazaras. Two Hazara~- 

populated areas lay within the larger areas known aa Ghazni: these were 

Deh Mirdad, north of Ghagsni between Wardak and Hagara Besud, and the area 

known as Hazara, in the west. Here the jais, or settled inhabitants of 

the area formed hereditary artisan families, producing the saddles, pusting 

(sheepskin coats) and shoes that were Ghagni’s main products at the time. 

Grain, fruit and vegetables were grown on the irrigated land by the deh 

khans (tenants) of the landowners. ‘The tenancy arrangements were such 

  

  

    by E.G.Hastings, "Poli tial of Field Force, 1880. I.0ebs L/ P83/7/26, p.353.
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that the deh khans, if they provided cattle for the plough and half the 

amount of seed, received one third of the produce, but were liable to 

dispossession after the crops were gathered. Rules of property holding 

are stated in the report to have been according to the Shari'a (eccle- 

siastical law) so that women would theoretically able to hold land. 

Subedar Muhammad Hussain Khan's report, limited though it is in 

scope, indicates sone important points relevant to an examination of 

Hazara society in the nineteenth century. These are: the tribal 

structure and the domination of the chiefs, village settlements, an in- 

creasing dependence on agriculture as opposed to pasturalism, internecine 

fighting and the presence in certain areas of government intervention, 

All these points are brought out by other writers. The tribal structure 

was noted by the nineteenth century travellers, who were quoted before. 

Regarding the social structure in a society experiencing the transition 

from pasturalism to agriculture, the only two interpretations offered in 

any detail are by the two Russians, Asianov (1969) and Davydov' » They 

see nineteenth centiwy Hazara society as essentiaily feudal, a result of 

feudalisation in late medieval or modern times. Class stratification, 

which began when the few leaders and their cohorts accumulated larze herds 

of livestock, waa intensified when the Hazaras changed to settled agri- 

culture. large portions of the best lands were gathered into the hands 

of the malike and begs, and though this procesa had variations in the 

different tribes, the end result overall was the creation of a landowning 

elite. The office of feudal khan by the nineteenth century had become 

  

    

te Davydov, AceDa, ine VEEN Y SB Be CHUL S 
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hereditary (as we saw among the Daulat Begs mentioned in the Report), 

and the incumbant exacted certain rights and privileges. The gal'a or 

fortress structures in which the khans lived can be seen in Afghanistan 

2OWe 

Ravydov notes that in the process of feudal developrent, major 

military~feudal unions came into being, embracing several villages. The 

leader was elected by the village elite, composed of the rish safeds 

  

(whitebeards), mullahs and savyyeds. He could then exact rent from the 

population in the form of one third of yield, half the value of ail handmade 

articles, one fortieth of the livestock produce and one slave from every 

three families. In addition, each village had to equip ami maintain 

horsemen at the rate of one ver family. dchn Gray, who travelled through 

the Hasarajat during his time in Afghanistan, noted that the Hazara 

political structure was considerably more despotic than that of the Afghans, 

whose own political organisation was generally seen by forcigh visitors 

as anarchic chaos, but which in fact preserved a large element of democracy | 

through the jirgah or tribal council. 

In conclusion, Davydov considers that the institutions of rural 

society azong the Hageraa were converted into an instrument of exploitation 

which had already begun before the Mongol invasions. This is in contrast 

to Cchurmann, for example, who considers that the Mongol nomads arrived in 

the Haxarajat as Teudal seigneurs ready to exploit the Tajike, ani he has 

accomlingly searched among the Daulat Begs for patriarchal features in- 

herited from medieval Mongols. 

Certainly, there is considerable evidence for the existence of
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military-feudal unions, especially when we consider the extensive 

coments from the nineteenth century writers on the internecine fighting 

within the Hazaras, confirmed by the Subedar's Report. Their fortress- 

like village settlements were prepared for defence; Ferrier for one des- 

eribes the vast arma that could be utilised by the clan leaders:- 

‘She Similar Hassan chan ben Sorab is recognised as their 

supreme chief by the other three tribes of the hazara 

Pusht Koh....This chief can assemble in arms 25,000 horse 

and 3,(X0)} foot and even double the number in case of 

pressing necessity.’ (1257:221) 

Ferrier also noted that the Hazara women, who ‘enjoyed perfect liberty’, 

aiso used weapons and rode to arma with the men. 

As early as the sixteenth century, this internal factivunalism had begun 

to manifest itself, Abu'l Fazl declaring that the Hazaras had been:- 

',,.seised by cupidity and they have thus become (divided) 

into bands and bands. They play a two-faced game and 

show the amlty of the vour.'* 

iiuhinstone observed thats- 

'fhev have constant disputes among themselves so that there 

is scarcely a Hagaureh tribe which is not at war with its 

neighbours.’ (1842:211) 

and Ferrier later wrote:- 

‘The Pusht Koh Hazaras of Hassan Khan ben Zorab ara con- 

atantly divided among themselves, either by intrigues of 

subaitern chiefs, or by family quarrels; they are always 

  

1. From the Ajm-i-Akhari, quoted in Schurmann, 1962, p.117.
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acheming and plotting on against each other, and thus 

are aver exhausting that strength to their own detriment, 

which if consolidated and weli-directed, would render 

them terrible to the Afghans, with whom they are con- 

stantly at war.’ (18562221) 

Robert Canfie2a! has attempted to provide an explanation for this 

factionalism among the Hazaras. He argues that sratial relations in 

the Hagarajat impeded social relations to such an extent that political 

loyalties were net profitable beyond the acale of the local region, and 

placed certain communities in zones naturally conducive to the fragmenta- 

tion of political alignments. Spatial relations are dependent on geo- 

physical factors and transport technology, which in turn control the extent 

of social relations within an area. The Hasarajat itself is particularly 

rugged and inaccessible, and can be divided into a number of seemingly 

natural regions, having diverse ecological and spatial cheracteristics. 

Hach region is composed of a lowland plain surrounded by valleys of verying 

size. The plain being warmer and well~watered by streams ia more profitable 

for agricultural exploitation, in addition to being the place where the 

traffic converges ani markets develop. The higher valleys, on the other 

hand, are generally colder, less watered and more inaccessible, with a 

lower level in population density. There are exceptions, for example, 

where a highland population may control a strategic pass or have neigh~ 

bouring communities who are easily accessible and socially tributary to 

them. This population could then make their own territory a political 

centre, depending en how well they are able to retain autonomy from out~ 

side rulers and to dominate their own marginal communities, 

  

1. 
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Canfield considers that in the nineteenth century, the central 

valley of each region was controlled by a ‘paramount chief’, the Sultan, 

and the marginal places by subservient chiefs, this being borne out as 

far as we can tell by the Subedar's Report. These would be chosen in most 

cases from the Sultan's own kinasen, and in fact Ferdinand (1959:22) 

suggests that this family hierarchy was so strong that if a khan failed 

to produce a son, his eldest daughter would become the ruler, with the 

title agha, and perhaps serrying a common man from within the tribe. 

Canfield's supposition is that, despite theaa ties of kinship, contra- 

dictory political affiliations developed between the paramount chief and 

the subservient chiefs. Thus localised resistance to centrelised control 

coincided with the rivalries of royal kinsmen, and this was enhanced by 

the limits fixed on social alignment by the terrain itself. He concludes, 

therefore, that deapite their common cultural heritage, the Hasara tribes 

remained in a divided condition. Admittedly, this ia only dealing with 

one variable, that of the environment, in order to explain social conflict, 

but Canfield considers that this is the most important frame ef reference 

to be utilised in a discussion of this particular aspect of Hazara 

society. 

A contributory factor to the dissenbion among the Hazara tribes may 

have been the continuing encroachment into the Hazarajat by Pashtun tribes, 

which could have strengthened the individual territorial claims of the 

Nazaras. This is another vrocesa that seems to have been continuing for 

several hundred years, In the time of Babur's grandson (1600) fighting 

was prevalent between nomads and Hagaras, though the aggression seems to 

have originated with the Hasaras, in contrast to later patterns, described 

in Chapter Five. Babur states that parte of southern Afghanistan towards
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Kalat vere once held by the Barluk ping or hagarah, indicating the 

extent of movenents in aubsequent years. Regarding nore recent move~- 

wents of Pashtun tribes into Hagara territory, liaverty observed that due 

to increases in poraiation, the Ghilzai tribes were constantly expanding 

their territories and moving the Hazaras further west:- 

‘Yithin the last century and a half or two centuries, 

especially from the time that the Ghalazad Afghans threw 

off the yoke of the Safawis, they (the Ghwariah Khel) 

began to encroach on the Nagarah people ani to thrust 

thes back towards the west; andl on account of the steady 

increase of some branches of the Ghaisais, many cf them are 

ilats, koohia or nomads, this is still going one" 

Furthermore, in east Wardak the Hazaras were in a ainority due to Chaleai 

encroachments on districts formerly held by them, including many parte 

of the Kebui to Ghazni route. It seemue fairly certain that these nove- 

mente were spontaneous, a result of population expansion, unlike the large 

scale resettling of nomad Pashtun populations in Hagara territory that 

was carried out under government supervision, for political reasons, later on. 

There are two further aspects of Hazara society at this time that are 

continuations of previous patterns: slavery and urban migration. Leech 

described how 'the slavea in Afghanistan are Hasara, and the Afghans say 

it is as lawful to buy and sell them as negroes." (1845: 340 ) Later 

Burnes noted that: 

‘Che Hagara are a race of gocd disposition; but are oppressed 

by all the neighbouring nations, whom they serve as hewers 

of wood and drawers of water. Many of them are sold into 

slavery; and there ig little doubt that they barter their 

children for cloth and necessaries to the Uzbeks.’ (18423231) 
  

1. Raverty, H.G., NO 

  

ptan, 1888, p.35.
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Most servant women in the main towns were Hazara and there are many 

records of, for example, babies being bought for half a crown and women 

for fifteen shillings. The main slave dealers were the Uzbeks. Captain 

John Wood, on his journey through the Hagarajat to the Oxus, encountered 

many poor Hazaras, either travelling to the south or to Kabul in search 

of food and work:- 

‘Every day we encountered parties of half-famished Hazara, 

abandoning their inclement mountains for the less rigorous 

winter of the plains.'' 

For some of the Hazaras an early snowfall had destroyed their crops and as 

they had been unable to pay their tribute to Amir Dost Mohamed, their 

sheep bad been seized. As I mentioned before, the slave dealers were 

usually Uzbeks, but the dealers Captain Wood met were Afghans, who were 

most embarrassed at being discovered in this role, 

As far as urban migration ia concerned, most of the nineteenth 

century writers comment on the number of Hazara labourers in the main 

towns of Kabul, Kandahr and Ghazni, confirmed again im the Subedar's 

Report. Babur also mentions that there were large numbers of Sultan 

Mas'udi tribesmen in Kabul during his time there, but we cannot be sure 

of their purpose in staying in the city. Burnes noted in 1842 that there 

were an estimated 10,000 Hasaras, some slaves and some free, in Kabul, 

clearing roofs of snow andi acting as porters. Apart from the urban mi- 

gration within the country itself, many writers also mention the seasonal 

exodus in search of labouring work to north west India, especially Peshawar. 

  

i. Captain John Wood, A Journey to the Source of the River Ozus, 
1872, p.126.
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Reviewing this information on Hagara society in the nineteenth 

century, then, we have a picture of disparate tribes clinging onto their 

territories and continuing a pattern of conflict that ignored their 

common culture and their Shi'a religion. Spontaneous interference was 

already occuring from Pashtun tribes and increasing government control 

in the form of revenues and the appointment cf governors ever ehiefs. 

This extension of state control, which as will be indicated in the 

following chapter, was partly occasioned by international political 

factors, was to play on the Sunni-Shi'a antagonism that ran through all 

contacts of Hazaras with other ethnic groups. Until these extraneous 

factors came into being, however, the Hazaras attempted to preserve 

their isolation, though evidence of slavery and urban migration indicates 

that wider economic factors would probably have proved too strong anyway, 

for the Hazeras not to be absorbed into the national economic and poli- 

tical system.



ow
 CHAPTER FOUR 
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This chapter discusses the political and social developments in 

Afghanistan since the late nineteenth century thet have impinged on 

Hagara seciety ag it was deseribed in the last chapter, ani that have 

also affected inter-ethnic relations. The sost important development 

is the unification of the Afghan atate and the consolidation of Pashtun 

power. Up to the time of Abdur Rahman, Afghan rulers aought to create 

a united state through the process of gradual accretion of power to the 

central goverment, sanceuvring tribal alliances and forging personal ties 

of loyalty to the ruler. However, the rulers became inereasingly dependent 

on the Durrani clane rather than the other tribes for their defence and. 

control, so that the development of the state of Afghanistan became at 

the seme time a rise to power of the Sunni Pashtuns. 

The loss of Peshawar ami the Punjab in the Sikh ware had deprived 

Afghanistan of valuable economic assets, so that throughout the first 

half of the nineteenth century, the towns had gone into decline and 

commercial activities had suffered accordingly. Many regions, including 

the Inzarajat, hed freed themselves from economic and political dependence 

on the urban centres and returned to a natural economy. The process in 

the second half of the century was a reversal of this, consolidating 

Pashtun control over urban and rural centres and opening up the whole 

country to the state market, 

In their attenpta to centralise this state control, however, the 

various rulers found their actions limited by the Shari'a (ecclesiastical 

law) and the atrength of Pashtunwald (the customary coifes of behaviour and 

conflict regulation among the Pashtuns) and the jirgahs (tribal councils). 

Among the Pashtuns, authority wes distributed among the members of the
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council and depended more on judicious patterne of ailegience rather 

than coercion. Among the Hagares, on the other hand, the political 

structure focused on the leadership of the powerful girs and malike. 

It would not seem unreasonable to suggest that, in this case, the ruier 

could concentrate his attack on these figurcheads, ani cripple the 

society by thus underzining the aythority structure. 

Under Shah Durrant (1747-75), the Mohamed Kwaja and Jaghatu Hazaras 

had been subdued to the extent of paying revenue to Kabul. Amir Dost 

Nohamed (1826-38 and 1842-63) extended this control over Hazara tribes 

by conquering the powerful Besud. Throughout his reign, he followed a 

policy of divide and rule, exploiting the Sunni-Shi'a divisions and aiming 

to prevent an alliance between the Hazaras and the Qizilbash (Shi'as of 

Persian o.igin, living mainly in Kabul). A certein amount of centra~ 

lization was accomplished in the administration of justice and the aollec~ 

tion of taxes. Urban Hazaras were hard hit, having to pay taxes both to 

local chieftains as well as to Dost Hohamed. By 1863 al] major towns were 

under Harakeei rule, although the Amir could hardiy be said to have united 

the country, since the political boundaries had yet to be determined. 

Anir Sher Ali (1869-79) subdued the Balkhab, Sheikh ali, Dai Zangi, 

Dai Kundi andi Jaghori Hagaras to the extent of their paying revenue to 

the Kabul authority, but retaining their own girs. More than Dost 

Sohamed, Sher Ald attempted to remove powers, such as those of taxation, 

from the provincial centres and transfer them to Kebul. It was his aim 

also to break up the tribal military organisation and replace it by a 

mercenary army. However, it could be argued that this system of internal 

government undermined the national foundations of the Amir's power, for
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the standing army was regarded by the local chief's as a menace to their 

independence. ‘he enlistment of troops and the consequent taxation to 

pay for them increased the unpopularity of the Amir throughout the 

country. By therefore centraliging his authority, the Amir was isolating 

himself from vital sources of potential suppors. 

By 1279 taxation had becowa extensive. In the Ghasnd district 

revenue from the land fell into three categorica at this tine:- 

1. Jemabast ~ part cash, part kind. 

2. Sekhot - one third share of the produce. 

3e Khaba ~ one half share of the produce from lands that were con- 

sidered government property, i.e. which had accrued to the state through 

desertion of previous owners, or the failure of heirs. 

Sajuhat or taxes fell] inte nine categoriss:~ 

1. gayer ~- customs transit duties. 

2. arab Khang ~ mint tax on the restamping of copper coins. 

3. Tobacco licence. 

4. Dalali - bazaar agent's tax. 

5. «6-. Radin Bagh - tex on meat killed and brought into the town of 

Ghazni for consumption. 

6 Hgshua Pareshy ~ licence to sell silk. 

7. Zuragudari ~- licence to weigh grain. 

& Kotwal - paid by the wild (governor) and reimbursed by him from 

fines and bribes. 

  

i. This opinion is taken from a report prepared by the Foreign 
Department of the Government of India, under Lytton, and sent to 
Viscount Cranbrook, Secretary of State for India, on 7th July 1879. 
L.Gelee 1y/ PRG/T/22, peI509. a
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3. Sirgalla ~ a tax on sheep. 

The hakig (sub-governor) was ultimately responsible for the collection 

of revenue and taxes in his position as civil administrator and liaison 

with the Kabul government. In the Hagarajat the malike acted as tax 

collectors and wielded considerable power. 

Obviously, this encroachment cf the government buremucracy provoked 

considerable antagonism among the tribes. In 1875 there was a feud re~- 

ported between Naib Mahmud Khan, Governor of the Hasarajet, and Mir Nasir 

Beg of Hazara, the latter being fined and inetructed to pay revenue direct 

to the Kabul government rather than through the Governor, but by July of 

that year, the Governor himself was alleging that he was a pauper. thie 

issue was at various times taken up by the mullahs, whose influence was 

being partly usurped by the secular authorities, To Amir Sher Ali's de- 

Claration that he wished only to pronote the strength of Islam by taking 

taxes and levying recruits for the army, the Mullah Mushk-i-Alam promised 

him 30,000 men, but continued te deny the supply of taxes. The British 

in Kabul noted the growing unrest:- 

‘The Amir’s subjecta are very heavily assessed. The 

extortionate exactions of the collectors are worse than 

the taxes. The capitation tax and the forced military 

service have created an alarming excitement. In several 

places the people have emigrated rather than submit to 

the extortionate demanda of forced labour and taxes in 

money and kind. At Turki the people murdered their 

Governor ani seven of his men. '@ 

  

1. Kabul Diary, 19th July 1875. 1.0.1. 1/P8s/7/4. 

2. Kabul News, September 1877. 1.0.L. 1/P&S/7/17, p.169.
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This indigenous process of state creation, through centralisation 

of government and increasing wuresucratic control of the provinces by 

a Durrani Pashtun elite was greatly affected by the developments of 

Yestern imperialiem., The creation of Afghanistan as a ‘buffer state' 

strengthened tribal and religious pover in the country and the importance 

of the Durrani clans themselves, The advent of British and Russian 

interests in the area has been well—diocumented, so I shall only briefly 

describe the international political factors relevant to the Afghan 

situation. Throughout the nineteenth century, Britain was attempting to 

consolidate her control over the north west frontier of India, Although 

the desired extent of this control varied with the home government of 

the day, it was also determined by the encroachment of Russia on the 

Central asian khanates. <A gradual annexation of the areas north and 

south of Afghanistan - Quetta annexed to the Hritish in 1879, Merv to 

Russia in 1884 ~ was coupled with a desire on the part of the British 

{as far as the Government of India and Her Majesty's Government agreed on 

this point), to establish control over the disparate tribal groups in the 

area. The question was not so much of an imsinent Russian invasion of 

India, but the need of the British imperialists to ocntrol the Indus 

watershed and the strategically vital passes leading into India. This 

wae seen to involve either the total annexation of Afghanistan and the 

establishment of a strong military line between the two Buropean empires, 

or the indirect control of an Afghanistan split into puppet kingdoms. 

The American adventurer, Josiah Harlan, gave the Afghan view of 

this imperialistic conflict as follows:
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'The Russians are viewed by the Mohamedans of Asia as 

a power whose civilisstion flows through the mild and 

fertilising streams of commercial enterprise; whilst 

the English are viewed as the avaricious and bloody 

votaries of devastating invasions who recklessly sacri- 

fice all that oppose their own love of independence as 

a bar te their ambitious projects. *! 

two wasteful and bloody Anglo-Afghan wars in the nineteenth century would 

seem to add some strength to this portrait. The first stage of the 

Second Anglo-Afghan War ended with the hueiliating Treaty of Gandamak 

(26th May 1879), in which the loss of territory and autonomy for the 

Amir Yakub Khan reached a nadir. Wighting was renewed until Abdur Rahman 

Khan was recognised by the British ae Amir in July 1880. The Anglo- 

Persian Commission in 1895 established the weatern boundary of the 

country, between 1580 and 1895 the Anglo~Russian Boundary Commission 

established the north and northeastern frontiers, and then in 1893 the 

Durand Line was set up as the border with India. Finally, the Var of 

Independence in 1919 concluded with the Treaty of Rawalpindi, which 

finalised the withdrawal of British influence in Afghanistan. 

Relations between Afghanistan and Britain had been officially opened 

in 1803, with Elphinstone’ mission to Shsh thuja. Already, in 1839-40 

some Hagaras were serving in Broadfoot's Sappers, and when, after the 

cestruction of the British force in Kabul in MM2, some British prisoners 

were taken to Bamian, a certain lideutenant Eyre wrote:~ 

‘September 12th. At night we vere assured that the whole 

Hugareh popuiation of the valley were on our side and ready 

to take up arns against Akbar. "© 

  

le Harlan, Jay £ 

  

Bean, London, 1842, pe43. 

2. Quoted in Brigadier H.Let. Pierre Bunbury, A Brief History of the 
Hazara Pioneers, 1949.



 



77 

At various points in the nineteenth century Hazaras moved to India for 

employment in heavy work such as quarrying, and from here they enlisted 

in various divisions of the Native Army (124th and 126th Balochistan 

Infantry and the Guides Cavalry). ‘his was all piecemeal recruitment, 

but in 1904 Kitchener directed Major C..Jdacob to raise a battalion of 

Hazara Pioneers. Subsequently called the 106th Hazara Pioneers, they 

were raised at Quetta and later disbanded in 1932-53, After 1914 it 

was found more difficult to reeruit Hazaras direct from the Hazerajat and 

the military authorities had to turn to Hazara refugees in Meshed inetead. 

This was partly due to modification in the attitude of the Afghan govern- 

ment towards the Hazaras, so thet they could now enlist in the Afghan 

Army. The Hazara Pioneers served in Mesopotamia in 1915 and in rear of 

the Imperial Russian Armies in 1914-18. After the 1917 Revolution, some 

were stranded in Siberia and fought with the White Russians against the 

Bolsheviks. An indication of the British attitude towards the Nazaras 

within their army is given in a report of an ‘eye witness’ at “a Sinn, 

January 191°7:- 

'They were all fairer than many Englishmen after a year in 

Mesopotamia and they spoke a kind of Mongol Persian with a 

Tibetan intonation....The Hazara is probably the nearest 

approach to a Kuropean you will find in the Indian Arny, 

it is odd that a cross of the Mongol and the Semitic 

should have produced this breed. I do not know the Tartar 

in his home, but these descendants of his have much in 

common with use In his sense of humour, quick temper, 

rough ani tuablg-wrestling, ragging and practical jokes, 

and a practical common sense; in his curiosity and love of 

travel, in his complexion and disposition, and in his easy~ 

going habits of life, the iiazara is not so very far removed 

from the Islander of the Heat." (Bunbury)
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It is evident, therefore, that for a considerable period of time, 

the Hazaras allied themselves with a foreign, and essentially aggressive 

power, which was perhaps willing to exploit their azbivalent position 

within Afghan society. This may be related to the low statue position 

of the Hazaras at that time, so that an alliance with the ‘enemy' could 

hardly lower their position any further. Already, in Pashtun terms, 

they had failed to achieve the norms ef the larger society; their physical 

characteristics, religion and economic position had assured that. In 

addition, it is pessible that the Exitish wished to exploit the already 

existing animosity between the Hazaras and the Afghana to their own 

advantage. 

Throughout the first phase of the Second Anglo-Afghean Yar, several 

Hagara chiefs had offered their services to the Indian Army, and in the 

second part of the var, the numbere increased eonsiderebly. Leading 

men of the Besud and Jaghori met General Rcoberts in Kabul and he waa 

very impressed with them. He had realised that as the Hazara country 

extended from Kabul to Herat, their co-operation would be crucial to any 

extension of British infauence in the area. It is probable that Roberts 

overestimated the iaportance of the Hagaras to the British campaign, but 

his View way nevertheiess shared by Surgeon-Hajor Bellews— 

‘For uS, in our new relations with Afghanistan, this people 

hae a special and very important interest. With good 

managenent they may ba attached to us and our interests 

and are capable of being converted into a very powerful 

advance-guard of our military position ia this country a 

  

1. Belleyv, Howe, rhe 

  

yy DellGe



How such the British influenced inter-ethnic conflict is difficult 

to assess, but it is certain at least that fighting between Nazaras 

and Afghans increased at this time. During the troubles between the 

Hazaras and the Andari Populsais in Jamrud in 1879, the Hasare paliks 

commented that the uelghthourhood had been entirely ruined by Afghans 

and gave a ‘pitiful account’ to the British authorities of the present 

state ot their people. A report by a Sraitish officer on the feuds 

between ilazaras and Afghans (they are not named), in Karabagh sheds some 

what different iight on the inter-ethnic relationship:- 

‘that the extraordinary bitterness of the present emnity 
between the two tribes is a product of a very recent 

date is made evident by the fact that aAffnan and Hazara 

Villagers in Karabagh are interspersed with one another 

with no attenpt at distinction. The inhabitants tilled 

the sane grouni, used the same atreana and drew water from 

the same welle. Though there was ro friendship, there 

waS no active emnity; both were alike restrained by the 

fear of the superior force at Kabul, and disputes when they 

did oceur were of a petty nature and strictly lecalised. 

how, hoveyer, in that on either side no quarter is shewn 

either to age orp sex and the women have been treated with 

every circumstance of dishonour, it can hardly be possible 

that at least for some years to come Afghan and Hazara can 

dive within many miles of one another. ‘The animosity be- 

tween the two extends even to the burial grounds. As we 

rode into Mushaki ve passed on the right a very extensive 

Muhamnedan cemetery with some handsomely carved white 

narbie tombetones. Ali these were broken, the Hazaras 

acknowledging that this had been their vork.'! 

  

     

1. Major C.B.b.Snith, Political Officer, South Afghanistan Field Force, 
April 1680, in Official Jo Bel ePey 1879-89. 
TeGelee, 1/288/20/8510. 
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While we cannot posit any direct correlation between the British 

presence and inter-ethnic conflict, it is clear that sectarian groupings 

are invoked and manipulated in situations which demand a polarisation 

of allegience. The Bvitish could be seen as the nominal exploiters of 

the situation, useing the Hagzaras when they needed them, but an equally 

important factor was the existent conflict between the provinces and the 

central governnent, as well as the éonflicts within the provinces them- 

selves. The Hagaras hy virtue of their ambiguous statue ~ on the one 

hand as slaves or economic dependants with a low stetus in the religious 

ideology, and on the other a viabie force managing to retain some control 

over their territories ~ were probably the cne group that was liable to 

be utilised hy an outside power. 

Apart from tneir influence on the Hagaras, the imperinl powers, in 

their creation of the ‘buffer state’ and their support of the autocratic 

Abdur Rahman, strengthened the government's efforts to bring the whole 

country under control. As far as foreign relations were concerned, the 

Afghan ruler was, however, virtually powerless, and until 1919 the British 

retained considerable influence in this ephere. In one sense, the two 

ware against the British bolatered nationalist sentiments, strengthened 

by the feeling that the wars had been a form of jihad. Uowever, this 

itself increased the power of the ulemg and the force of tribaliem. The 

wars had mainly damaged the eastern urban centres and left the tribal 

structures virtually unteuched. But in polarising Afghan forces against 

each other, the british had roinforced the traditionalist elements within 

the country, the religious elite, which was often the same as the land~ 

chin GUS 
owning elite, being the nost examples
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The real consolidation of Sunni Pashtun power ever the state of 

Afghanistan was effected by Amir Abdur Rahman (1880-1901). As the 

first Afghan wonarch te invoke the divine right of kingship, he was 

able throughout his sutacratic reign te extend centralieed control 

over both religious and secular institutions in the country, and to 

develop a stronger aray in order to enforce these changes. He attempted 

to create a constitutional parliament composed of girdars (the aristocrats) 

and puliahs, whose positions would be hereditary, and the kKhwanin pula, 

who were the representatives of the people, elected by the maliks. 

They were to be suzported by the executive body, the khilwat, but both 

were under the ahsolute control of the Amir. The country was to he 

divided into Turkestan, Herat, Kardahur and Kabul Provinces and seven 

adwinistrative districts. Uach was ta be administered by the provincial 

governor, the hazi (the judge in an ecclesiastical court), the kotwal 

(provincial head of police) and the kafiia beghi (head of the caravan 

department), responsible for tax collection and the treasury. The 

Hazara mauliks lost a large vart of their power under the Anir‘’s reforns, 

the independent rulers in the provinces were reduced te merely acting as 

representatives of the Amir's government, 

Abdur Rahman, declaring that ‘more wars and murders have been caused 

in thig world by ignorant priesta than by any other class of people’, | 

also extended government control over the religious establishnent, 

bringing it under secular crown control and thus answerable to the 

government. In challenging the power of the mullahs, he tock over the 

* 

  

1. Mir Munshi, Sultan Hahomed Khan, ed., ‘The 
1900, vol.1, pe251. 

 



wagt (property set aside as religious endownent), preempted the right 

to interpret Islem and introduced exams for the mulishs, thereby hoping 

to reduce their numbers. The Amir introduced the division of the law 

into Shari'a (that derived fron the Quran}, civil and tribal. The 

registration of marriage was introduced and divorced women allowed to 

sue their husbands for alimony. Slavery was formally abolished in 

1895, ‘though this was not enforced, One of the most unnopoler moves 

wade was to introduce the hasht nafari (eighth man) system of recruitment 

into the army, by which each tribe was to give one man in eight for service, 

As well as extending state control through the growth of a government 

burasucracy, Abdur Rahman conquered the remaining independent areas in 

the country, notably the Hazarajat and Kafiristan (‘land of infidels' 

aftervards renamed Huristan, ‘land of light’). In one sense, this 

centralisation end uniformity achieved at this time enabled the country 

to confront its European ageveasore. ft has been argued that societies 

not organised on a state model have to go through various modes of 

adaptation in order to establish relations with state-modelied aggressors, 

who generally possess a more powerful technology end a crass determination 

to use it, into the bargain. bvans-Pritchard, in his atudy of the 

Sanuel in Cvrensica, has described how the Bedouin were able to utilise 

their segmentary tribal structure to form a political state, under the 

ieadership of the Sanusgi:- 

‘The small Bedouin society of Cyrenaica in this way slowly 

took on tha puiitical form of the Ruropean counties inte 

the orbit of which it was drawn. It could only enter 

into structural relations with the states of Europe on 

4 
tne model of the European state.' 

  

1. xvwans-Pritchard, 2eH.s, 

  

1949, pelld.



In Cyrenaica, the segmentary nature of tribal society supported the 

grovth of the Sanusi and ultimately formed an effective opposition to 

the Italians. The Bedouin, norgally perceived, and perceiving themselves 

as an cut~group, were incorporated into this estate apparatus as fully as 

possible. In the case of Afghanistan, however, when the similar problems 

of having to confront Swropean aggressors cecurred, the means of establishing 

a viable force in opposition were necessarily different. In 4 society so 

tribally diverse and with a complex hierarchy of group interests, the 

peaceful incorporation of these into aome Nesternised ideal of the state 

was a difficult prepesition. ‘The out-groups, such as the Mezaras, had 

to be forced rather than wanipuiatei into changing their position vis-a-vis 

the central government, which in ite turn was confronting the international 

political situation. he hazaras were therefore suppressed under Abdur 

Hahman and large numbers of their families distributed around the country, 

in order to lessen the polarisation of their force in the Hazerajat. 

The pacivication of the Haserajat, though a political move towards 

unification, mobalised support for the central government on religious 

grounds, with Sunnis ranged againat Shitaa.  M.uHakar considers that, 

because of this, the Hazara rebeliion had all the elements of a foreign 

war, with the imperialism of Abdur Rahuan overcoming the independent 

Hazaras. | Abdur Rehman wainteined that it was necessary to pacify the 

jazarajat because of the extension of British and Russian control in 

Central Asia, but the position of the Hasarajat itself vaa prohably quite 

irrelevant to this. With tho withdrawal of British forces early in 1880, 

the external threat to the unification of Afghanistan was removed, so that 
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the Amir was able to continue with the subjection of the population. 

The Hazara rising began with isolated incidents in the 18808. The 

Hagaras of Jaghori and Jaghatu, previously sunporters of Amir Sher Ali, 

were already in 1881 opposing Abdur Rahman over the question of revenus. 

A hakim had been appointed for collection purposes, but he was later 

murdered on the eve of the Ghilzai rising. During the Ghilzai rising 

itself, in 1886, the Hazaras gave considerable support to the Ghilzais and 

their land was used as a refuge for Ghilzai women. Abdur Rahman's policy 

at this time was to bring the Hazara mire to Kabul and persuade them to act 

a8 &@ liaison with the provinces; the Amir himself never visited the Haszarajat 

and in fact was ignorant of the geography of the area. The Jaghori mirs 

were exhorted in 1886 to go and settle the revenue disputes, but by 1887 

they had kiijled the governor, supposedly over his desire for one of their 

women. The Hazara women were in fact supposed to have played an active 

part in the rebellion, especially Shirin Jan, whose story was fictionsalised 

and rosanticised by Liiliaa Hamilton in her novel of the Hagsara rising. | 

As more and more Hazara tribes rebelled against the authority of the 

Awir, their rising expectations became apparent, though the Amir gave this 

his own particular interpretation:- 

‘At this time they have entered into a conspiracy with the 

Knglish so that the English may become the macters of this 

country and that, like the people of India, they may become 

free and obtain the freedom of religion.* 

  

ie Hamilton, L., A Vigier's Daughter, 1900. 

2. Kabul Agent, 29th March, 1887. 1.0.1. 1/P&S/49/1319.
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By 1891 the non-Hazarajat groups of Firozkohi and Sheikh Ali had rebelled; 

fifteen of the Amir's regiments defeated them and many Hazara women were 

given to the soldiers. It is notable that the first census of Kandahar 

was taken in 1891, perhaps indicating the need of the central government 

to have a closer awareness of the number of its citizens. 

Subsequently, the conflict centred on Uruggan, which withheld the 

Amir's forces the longest. The account given here of the rebellion is 

taken from a report given to the Balochistan Agent in Quetta by Mir 

Hussein Beg, Chief of the Sultan Mahmud Hagaras (12,000 families), and 

the reports of the British Newswriters in Kabul, Kandahar and Herat. In 

1891 Abdur Rahman appointed the son of a Hazara chief of the Dai Kundi to 

induce the Uruggan Hagaras to submit. Urusgan was entered and the forts 

taken, but with an assurance from the Amir that he would not interfere in 

the internal affairs of the region. In October of 1891 the Amir was 

declaring that the independent tribes of Ussi Mohamed, Daya Folad, Dai 

éangi, Sepai Zohi, Sultan Ahmad and Uruzgan had come into his possession. 

From henceforth the people were to be divided into three classes: those 

who accepted his rule without resistance, those who had collected their 

men but could not fight, and those who fought him and were defeated. 

About this time orders were sent out that the Hazaras of Urusgan were to 

be disarmed and their revenue payments raised to the level of the Hazaras 

of Gizo and Tirin, already Afghan subjeéts for some time. The Uruzgan 

Baliks then went to Kabul to remind the Amir of his previous promises of 

non-interference, They were imprisoned for their troubles and the Hagaras, 

notably the Palo subclan of the Sheikh Mohamed, were disarmed, tortured and 

the women raped. In retaliation, the Amir's sepoys were killed.
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The escalation of tension between Sunni and Shita reached Kabul, 

where the Qizilbash, who were Shi'a and many of whom were in the Amir's 

employ, were suffering from an extension of the discrimination usually 

accorded to the Hazaras. By May 1892, the Amir was preparing a pro- 

clamation that the Shi‘'as should in future wear red turbans in order to 

be distinguished from the Sunnis, and that in addition they should pay 

the jazia tax exacted on all non-Moslema resident in the country, usually 

applied to the Hindus and Jews. At the end of May the Amir pronounced 

the Hazaras as infidels (this was later redd in all the mosques in the 

country), and declared their property to be lawfully confiscated to the 

Afghans, After Urusgan was captured, the proclamation continued, the 

Hazaras would all be killed, and their wives, children and property be 

distributed as booty. Clearly, there was an attempt being made to re- 

duce the Hazaras to the category of non—persons; by putting them outside 

the confines of Islam, relations with them would not be bound by the moral 

code that applied within Islam. ‘The red turbans would also be a striking 

symbolic indication of abnormality. 

After a further victory against the Afghan forces in Uruzgan, however, 

the Hazaras of Dai Zangi, Dai Kundi, Daya Foled, Kaimsan, Besud, Jaghori 

and Gizo rose and attacked Sirdar Abdul Kudus Khan's troops, forcing them 

up to Tirin. Faced with the growing insurgence, the Amir ordered a four- 

point attack on Uruzgan from Turkestan, Ghazni, Kandahar and Kabul, under 

the command of General Ghulam Haidar Khan. All the above-mentioned 

Hazaras submitted, with the exception of those in Uruzgan, who retreated 

to the mountains for the winter of 1892, At the same time, in an exchange 

with the Uruzgan Hazaras, the Amir promised peace if they put the trouble- 

makers to death. The delicate international situation was invoked by the
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Amir, saying that the Iranian mujtahids (heads of the Shi'a religious 

community), possibly instigated by well-wishers of Russia, were stirring 

up anti-Hunni feeling and encouraging the floods of Hazara refugees from 

Herat. 

The religious antegonism must certainly have helped in sobiilsing 

the forces on both sides. On the one side were ranged the Amir, the 

Sunni ulema, the tribal elders and the commoners, and on the other the 

girs, the Shi'a sujtahide and the Hesara commoners. In September the 

Kazi of Nerat ordered public places used by the Shi’as for their Muharram 

ceremonies to be converted into mosques, where Afghan mullahs would 

officiate, and in January 1893 the Kazi of Kabul ordered that Shi'as 

attend mosques reguiarly and performs their devotions along with the 

Afghans. Punishment for not complying with this would be to have the 

face blackened and be paraded around the bazaar on a donkey. At the same 

time an announcement was read in the Herat mosques that those Shi'a 

refugees who had fled to Meshed would not be allowed to return to 

Afghanistan. 

After the winter cain, the fighting was renewed in the spring of 

1893, with atdur Rahman declaring that he would kill every Hasara male 

over the age of seventeen. At last the fetwa (a proclamation based on 

& Quranic reading) came from the mujtahida:ef Meshed, authorising the 

Shifas to fight against the Sunnis. The Dai Zangi, Dai Kundi, Firozkohi, 

Uruzgean and half the Besud had commenced retaliatory action by May, but by 

June all had submitted, except the Dai Zangi and Yakawlang. According 

to the account of Mir Huasein Beg, the Governor of Kandahar summoned the 

Hazara chiefs to Uruggan, sending a sealed quran as a promise of their
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safety. hen Mir Hussein Beg and the other chiefs arrived with their 

families, all except the chiefs were killed, these being chained and 

sent to Kabul. 

By the end of the Hazara rebellion and the conquering of the 

Hazarajat by Abdur Rahman, all the Hasaras between Sar~i-Jangal and 

Kandahar and between Uruzgan and Kalat-i-Ghilzai had either been 

suppressed or had submitted to the Amir. According to Mir Hussein Beg, 

the Uruggan Hasaras' mimbers alone had been reduced from 30,000 to 6,000. 

The Amir had forced the other Afghan tribes te fight with him, invosing 

financial exactions on all to pay for the war. Cholera, iack 6f food 

and contimual protests by the Afghans themacivea were overridden by the 

Bullahgs, who preached that the war yas a holy one, a jihad. 

In immediate terms, the treatment of the Hagzaras was severe. 

G.P.Tate noted from accounts in Quetta: 

‘It waa openly said that pillars were made at points on 

the highways of the heads of slaughtered Hasoras, as a 

warning to others who might contemplate a trial of 

strength with the existing government, The bazaars of 

Kandahar and all the principle towns were said to be fuil 

of Hagara prisoners of both sexes who were sold as slaves, 

and at that time Hazara slaves were very cheap." 

In fact, slavery flourished again, end the state profited, taking a 

tithe on each sale. Many Hazara prisoners were sold at public auctions 

for exaupie, in Kabul, in July 1892, twenty boys were sold for 300 

Rabuli rupees. The general rate was 100 rupees for a man or woman, 

50 rupees for a child over twelve and 30 rupees for a child under 

twelve. Hazara women were taken as_suratis. (concubines) by Abdur Rahman 

and his court, and the sons of mire were used as ghulam bachas (page-boys). 

  

1. Tate, G.P., 

  

1911, pel92.
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The pirs themselves were generally killed outright. The lands of the 

mirs of Dai Kundi and Dai 4angi were divided up, so that the land which 

had been cultivated by the mirg themselves was given to the state and 

the rest given to the common Hasaras,. 

Many Hazaras had voluntarily fled to Persia, especially to the 

town of Meshed, and also to Turkestan. Abdur Rahman forcibly moved 

other groups out of the Hagarajat in order to spread the population nore 

thinly. In addition, Pashtun nomads were given lands in the llazarajat, 

partly to increase the extent of Pashtun control over the Hazara population. 

These moves are discussed more fully in the following chapter. 

Abdur Hahman summed up the Hasara war this:- 

*Phis is the last of the four great civil wars that took 

place during my rule, and I consider that the preatige, 

the strength and power, as well as the peace and safety 

of my kingdom, have gained more by this war than perhaps 

any of the others.t! (Ilir Munshi 1900:276) 

Its importance is evident, for it affected both the management of the 

state as well as the structure of Hazara society. In virtually bringing 

all the country under governsent control, there were obvious ramifications 

for the political future of the country. As a political entity, its 

strategic importance became more relevant {as it ig now, of course), 

though most Afghan governments in the twentieth century have followed 5 

policy of bi-taraf (non-alignment).
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Within the Hazarajat, the changes were considerable. The power 

of the mirs was harnessed by making them liaisons with the state, and 

the divisions into more districts increased bureaucratic intervention. 

The encroachment of the state judicial system also contributed to loss 

of effectiveness of the traditional social units. Tribal and kinship 

blocs became less important, and the effective social unit developed in 

the valley or village settlement. This demonstrates, perhaps, a need 

to adapt or change to existing social structures in order to retain some 

kind of group identity, Canfield“ considers that these processes did 

not completely eradicate the boundaries between Hazara and Afghan, but 

that rather a kind of balance of power was maintained, Although in the 

area Close to the Afghan centres of power, there was effective subjugation 

of one group by another, in the more remote areas a reasonable amount of 

independence was preserved. In Canfield's view, then:- 

"The war against the Shi'ite Hazaras therefore brought a 

state which was being shaped as a Sunni Muslin polity 

against a Shi'ite confederation, and, as a consequence, 

more firmly solidified each side as a sectarian polity.'' 

On purely economic grounds alone, though, it would seem that the 

independence of the Hazaras had been lost. Under the social changes 

taking place at the time, capitalist relations were introduced into the 

Hazarajat, with the development of commodity and a money market. In 

the mid-nineteenth century, the demand for imported goods in the area 

was limited to the upper echelons in the society, but by the end of the 

  

   

    

1, Canfield, R., Hegarna Integration into the Afchan nation, The 
Afghanistan Council of the Asia Society ew York), Occasional 
Paper 3, 1973C,p.4.
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century, the area had been opened up to the state market and trading 

bagaars had become a feature of the Hazarajat. From this point of 

view the aituation in the Hagarajat parallels that of Afghanistan 

itself; both followed a pattern of isolationism until forced into a 

relationship, political and economic, with other political entities, 

resulting in increasing dependance on the external entity. 

The developaent of the Sunni state at the beginning of the twentieth 

century was spurred on by the growth of what in the West is usually con- 

sidered the ideology of the nineteenth century: nationalism. Before 

discussing this, it seems fair to say that as far as Afghanistan was 

concerned, nationalistic sentiments were confined to an educated elite. 

During the reign of Amir Habibullah (1901-19), it was evident that any 

such feelings did not extend te the Hazaras, who continued to flee the 

country. For example, the British Agent in Kabul noted that:~ 

‘A large party of Hagaras have set off for Russia. Hakin 

robbing them on grounds that they were Shi'a and hence 
4 

kafirs.' 

and also: 

"All the Hagaras of the country are suffering from the 

oppression and highhardledness of the local official class. 

2,000 famiiies are ready to emigrate to Heshed. '” 

Between 1914 and 1916, about two hundred cases were reported of Hazaras 

intending to flee to British territory, but being captured and forced to 

  

1. British sgont, Kabul, 13th October, 1912.1.0.L. L/Pes/10/200. 
2. Ibid., 30th June, 1914. 1,//P8S/10/201.
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enlist in the Afghan Sappers and Miners. The religious authorities 

continued to reinforce the remaining clements of the schism, and in 14912 

e fetya was pronounced in Kandshar, stating that 'A Christian, from a 

strictly religious point of view, is better than a Hindu, who is a 

polytheist, and that a polytheist is better than a Shita.! 

However, although the persecutions continued, there are contrary 

indications of increasing tolerance of the Hazaras on the part of the 

secular authorities. Hazaras returned from Persia and Russia where they 

had fled in the time of Alu Rahman. In 1912 British reporters noted that 

Hazaras returned from Panjdeh and Basrat, and also others from Persia were 

given land south of Sar-4-Pul in Mazar Province, where they settled. 

Other Hagaras who were on the point of crossing the Russian border 

were given land in Turkestan by the Amir. There were reporta in 1914 of 

& proclamation issued by the Amir, exhorting Sunni and Shi'a to unite, 

external political factors may have been relevant here, for example the 

question of whether Afghanistan should enter the World Yar, which had a 

certain divisive effect on the country, so that unity may have been con- 

sidered desirable by the government.” Although, then, the attitudes 

towards the Hazaras and Shi'as in general seem to have been between the 

secular and religious authorities, the governuent aiming to promote 

  

December 1912. 1/1%5/10/200. 

  

2e Of incidental interest here, 49 2 veport by the British Agent in 
Kabul that the Turco-German,to Afghanistan stayed in the Hazarajat 
in June 1916, Via them, Mehmud Tarzi (officially Chief of the 
Bureau of Translation at the time) sent ‘secret instructions’ and 
progress cf the war to Hagara nobles, along with 25,000 rifles to 
be distributed among the Hazaras. Maps of coal and petroleum 
mines are said to have been found there at the time. British Agent, 
Kabul, Sth June, 1916. 1.0.L. 1/249/10/202.
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tolerance and unity, and the religious leaders continuing the traditional 

anti-Shi‘a position. It was in the government's interest to have a 

united country, but presumably for the vplems, the preservation of 

sectarian divisions strengthened their own position. Whatever the ex 

planation, the official government extension of tolerance continued, even 

in Kandahar:~ 

‘The Governor has asked the mullahs to exhort the Sunnis 

to set aside religious prejudices and treat Shi'as as 

comreligionists. It is said thet the Shaikh—ul-Isian 

of Turkey has expressed the same wish. The Shi'tas of 

this province have been informed that they may celebrate 

the Moharram according to the rites of their faith’! 

An attempt at the dynamic development of nationalism was made by 

Amir Amanullah (1919-29). During this period the political leaders in 

Afghanistan were greatly influenced by the events in the Turkey of Ataturk, 

and spurred on by their own Mahmud arzi.® Under Amanullah, certain 

liberalising reforms were made with respect to women's education, curbing 

the power of the religious leaders and the tribal chiefs, expanding 

education generally and encouraging the development of the press. The 

official policy towards the Shi’as was more tolerant, possibly encouraged 

by Tarzi, who wished to promote the cause of Pan-Islamism. It is re- 

ported that Amanullah joined in Shi'a worship and acted against discrimination 

in government employment. Presumably this would have affected the 

  

  

(ast August, 1917. 1/P&S/10/203. 

2. For a detailed discussion of r this, see PURress Le, Afghanistan, 1973, 
Gregorian, Ve, 2 S Lec a 1 fe A tan 

Poullada, L.,   
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Qizilbash rather than the Hazaras, very few of whom are in government 

employ, even now, in July of 1926 Amanullah and the Governor of Kabul 

attended the Shi'a mosque during Muharram and the Amir appealed for 

Sumi-Shi'a unity. Again, there are probably political overtones here, 

a8 Amanullah's position was far from stable and he needed to capitalise 

on the existing support he received from the Hagaras. Poullada (1975: 

190) considers that the Amir insisted on the adoption of Western dress 

in order to break down the ethnic barriers, but the Amir was only able to 

enforce this in Kabul. In 192) slavery was officially abolished and 

this mainly affected Hazara women vho were domestic servants in the urban 

centres, as well as the mumeroug Nuristanis, some of whose women had been 

in the Royal harem. ! 

Among the elite, then, or the liberal members at least, thera was a 

determination to show the progressive nature of Islam, greatly influenced 

here by the nineteenth century Islamic philosopher Sayyed Jemaluddin 

Al~Afghani., Clearly, the Naszaras in the Magarajat would still have 

been relatively unaffected by changing intellectual theories, but this 

movement towarda a greater religious tolerance must have had certain re- 

verberations in their direction. An axtract from an article in Aman- 

i-Afghan, Trazi’s iiberal newspaper, is an indication of changing opinion 

among the educated elite:~- 

‘It is a nity that we Afghans do not realise and feel in 

the least the significance of common nationality. Some 

call others ‘Hazaras' and look at them with hatred. 

Others are called Kohistanis and looked at with contempt. 

  

1. It has been reported that kughi, (nomad) women, hearing the pro~ 
clamation, rushed into houses and dragged out the servants, to the 
sound of tambourines. Rhea Stewart, Fire in Afghanistan, 1973, p.126.



The Afghan calls another Parsiban and draws a distinction 

between him and his country's sons. The Parsiban calls 

the Afghan a cow and an ass and drives hin away from the 

pale of humanity. 

Today every native and resident of Afghanistan is 

an Afghan. There should be no distinction. Difference 

in colour, language, appearance and religion should make 

no distinction in feelings of fellowship in nationality. 

He should be proud of his Afghan nation. He should not 

be proud of his family. The words of Muhammedzai, 

Barakgail, Populgai etc. can have no place ‘of honour and 

distinction. Nobody can introduce himself to the 

nations and powers with these words. The only word which 

one can be proud of and with which one can introduce hin- 
self is he seme sacred name of the Afghan nation and thet 

is all.' 

However, it is uncertain to what extent these liberalising measures 

actually penetrated, for the nationalist movement was confined to the 

Pashtun intellectuals. As conscription was widely disliked, ethnic 

minorities were still used in the army, as in the Khost Rebellion of 1924, 

when tribal levies from the Hazaras were used to suppress the revolt, 

Article kight of the 1925 Constitution stated that ‘ALL persons residing 

in the Kingdom of Afghanistan without respect to religious or sectarian 

differences, are considered to be subject to Afghanistan’, but the Loya 

Jirgeh (Lower House), meeting in 1924, amended the Constitution in various 

places and made the Hanafi rite of Islam official, thus legitimating the 

superiority of Sunnisa. 

  

and reported in the Kabul 
6th March, 1925. 1.0.6 L/F 
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1. Habibullah Khan in es penen, 12th oo eeuanys 1925.4 Translated 
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In attempting to lessen the power of the traditional authority 

structures, Amanullah was defeated by the religious community, the tribal 

chiefs and maliks, whose influence he had tried to curtail. His reforms 

were generally piecemeal and devoid of any economic basis, His settle- 

ments of various disputes between the Hazaras and Chilaais did, however, 

ensure their support for him during his fall and the brief reign (January- 

October 1929) of Bacha-i-Saqqao. ‘The Besud, Qarabagh, Sukhteh, Uludani 

and ether Hazara groups gave assistance to Amamullah, and apparently pro- 

vided a formidable force.’ Bacha-i~Saqqao, himself a member of a minority 

group, as a Tajik, dismissed all Hazaras, as well aw QGizilbashes, from any 

occupations connected with the government. 

Any liberalising reforms with reference to minority ethnic groups 

or religious sects were reversed under the two following regimes, Under 

Nadir Sheh (1929-33), there vas a return to the reliance on traditional 

institutions within the country, the ulema and the tribal chiefs. 

However, aS parliament was incorporating local leaders more widely into 

its membership, this meant that the khang were kept in Kabul from May to 

October, during the sitting of the session, and therefore away from cre- 

ating too much anti-government ferment in the provinces. At the same 

time, bureaucratic intervention in the provinces was inereased, The 

country was now divided into five major provinces ~ Kabul, Kandahar, 

Herat, Nazar, Kataghan and Badakhshan= and four minor provinces. These 

were then divided into first, second and third-class prefectures and then 

  

1. One group of Hazaras were led by Ishaq Dori of Jaghori, who had a 
cousin in the Hazara Pioneers, and of whom the Officer-in-Command, 
hazara Pioneers, said: ‘By profession a brigand. His cousin says 
he goes sick unless he shoots up at least five Sunnis a day. 
Exercises his profession in the Ghagni and Mukur districts,’ 
Reported in a translation of 'The ¥all of Amanullah’ by Ali Ahmad, 
Personal Secretary to Amanullah, I.0.L. L/P8S/10/1285.
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into cantons. Kach province ani district was to have an executive 

council for legal and advisory matters. ‘The Shari'a was re-adopted as 

the primary legal system and a nationwide police force instituted. 

in Article One of the 1931 Conatitution the Hanafi rite of Islan 

was proclaimed the official religion of Afghanistan, and generally 

throughout this period the Fashtun element was strengthened. This 

process was consolidated under Zahir Shah (1933-73). In the 1930s 

the Pashtun Academy was set up and the idea of the Aryan heritage of 

the nation was promoted, in the light of events in vestern burone. 

Peshtunisation flourishes sporadicaily when the Pashtunistan question 

and relations with Pakistan become important, but the Persian language 

remains the language of the Kabul government and Western influences are 

obviously on the increase. However much one can aay that the power 

base has heen broadened in recent years, it nevertheless remains a fact 

that a system of social stratification exists in which economic power is 

distributed unevenly, in favour of the Pashtun and, more recently, the 

Tajik clement. hile Pashtuns can be found at the top and the bottom 

of the economic scale, this does not affect the Pashtun ethos and their 

social status in general.
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In the last chapter I indicated how the extension of the state 

structure in Afghanistan from the late nineteenth century to the present 

day has affected Hazara society. A direct corollary of this, which has 

implications of its own, is the relationship between the Hagaras and the 

Pashtun nomads. Up to the time of Abdur Rahaa, there had been no 

intermixture of the two populations on any large scale; the Hazaras 

concentrated their mixed farming activities in the central mountains of 

the country, and the tribes of Pashtun nomads migrated annually between 

the southern valleys and plains of Afghanistan and the Indus valley. 

Through Abdur Rahman's centralisation of government and destruction of 

the power of the khans, elements of the feudal structure were broken down 

in the Hazearajat, and at the same time, in granting certain rights to 

the nomads in the Hazarajat, the way was opened up for an extension of 

their trading activities. Both these factors have contributed to a 

transference of land from Hazaras to nomeds and the consequent establish- 

ment of a nomad landowning upper class, as well as to the increase of 

urban migration on the part of the Hazaras, Thus a situation has grown 

up where two ethnic groups have been drawn into a specific economic re- 

lationship, that between the settler and the nomad, 

This was made possible by the particular ecologic conditions in the 

Hagarajat, allowing the nomads to exploit the grazing lands there. In 

spite of the difficult conditions regarding agriculture in the area, 

the heavy snowfall is of equal importance to the agriculturalists and 

the pasturalists, for it ensures good grazing and also widespread: non- 

irrigated farming between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, Lower down, the land
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is irrigated so that concentrations of the agricultural population are 

found in areas where water can be led onto the arable lands. 

For the Hazaras, land tenure appears to have been an important 

factor in social organisation. In the nineteenth century mirg and khans 

formed a landowning elite in the Hazarajat, but at the end of the century 

the old clans were broken up and the land distributed to the tenant 

farmers. Local aristocratic families such as the Daulat Begs and the 

Haydar Begs in Dai Kundi, who previously owned the bulk of available 

land, lost a considerable amount of their power, though they are still 

elected as arbabs (village representatives liaising with the government), 

and as deputies in the Afghan parldanent. According to Schurmann (1962: 

313), there is still some large-scale landowning in existence in the 

Hazarajat. In the hukumat (administrative district) of Dai Kundi, the 

Daulat Begs still own large tracts of land and employ thousands of tenants 

and labourers. The land in the Khidir region (government centre of Dai 

Kundi) was, when Schurmann visited it in 1955, owned by a few arbebs, and 

in Yakawlang an arbab owned 600 acres. ‘Sehurmann states that a three- 

fold system of relationship to land exists in the Hazara jat: land-owner~ 

ship (quikiyat), eropsharing or non-cropsharing tenancy (hamsayagi) and 

eropshsaring labour (dehgani). He found that in general, dehaani was 

more important than true tenancy. 

In spite of this, evidence suggests that there has been a considerable 

move in the isst hundred years from a clan-based feudalism to a family- 

based economy. Throughout the nineteenth century the powers of the khans 

were eroded. Later, under Amanullah, a law was passed in 1921 stating 

  

that the maliks, who had to some extent replaced the khans, had to be
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elected by the people for a three year term. The village community 

has become the important social unit, though each family functions as 

a self-contained economic unit. Similarly with irrigation, which has 

partly passed inte private ownership, so that the official reservoirs for 

collecting the hili-stream waters in centre] Hazarajat and the karezeg in 

south Hazarajat are in private ownership. 

In addition to the changes in landownership, there have been changes 

in labour itself. hereas previously a personal dependance on the land- 

lord would probably have resulted in ea fairly fixed state of labow: re- 

lations, itinerant labour is now a feature of the Hazarajat. Information 

collected from the Bamian area (Canfield, 1973), suggests that the share- 

croppers in the lowlands have a lower income than those cultivators just 

subsisting in the highlands. In 1968, with the landlord providing the 

seed, oxen and other equipment, shareeroppers working in the most 

valuable lowlands received one-seventh or one-sixth of the crop. Iigher 

up the share was larger, reaching one half at the highest level, though 

here the share-cropper provided his. own oxen and equipment, Various 

factors have contributed to this inerease in itinerant labour, such as 

dispossegsion, demographic factors, droughts and famines in revent years, 

and it is significant that the majority of urban migrants come from 

this group. 

Although the Hazaras are a sedentary population, certain mumbers do 

wove northwards in the summer with their flocks. Where there are sood 

kountain pastures and fertile mountain valleys such as in Dai Zangi and 

Dai Kundi, dry field farming as well &8 grazing is carried out in temporary 

settlements, In most cases the shapari tent is used, although some
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Hagaras, including those of the Sheikh Ali do use the real yurt or kherga. 

The Pashtun nomads, on the other hand, have for centuries migrated 

between the Indus valley and the plains of southern Afghanistan. They 

are uostly true pastoral nomads whose economy is based on rearing sheep 

and goats and the utilisation of camels as beasts of burden. Migrations 

originally undertaken on foot are now often carried out in lorries, though 

the traditional biack goat's hair tent is still used in the camping grounds, 

They share certain essential cultural characteristics with other Pashtuns: 

patrilineal descent (which in their case is ineorporated into largely 

autonomous tribal groupings), orthodox Sunni faith and an ideal adherence 

to the code of Pashtunwali., While the nomads’ attitude towards religion 

is generally assumed to be less strict in its observance than the town 

dweller, it is the concept of the Pashtun and the organisational funetion 

that this performs that is important in their relationship with other 

ethnic groups. 

The extension of the nomads' migrations into central Afghanistan 

was actively promoted by government policy. Up until the time of Abdur 

Rahman, the summer grazing lands of the eastern Pashtun vas confined to 

the Pashtun area, and the nomads travelled just tc the outskirts of the 

mountains of central Afghanistan, In his efforts to centralise admini- 

stration and at the same time expand a policy of government control 

throughout the provinces, the Amir evolved a plan of forcible resettlement 

of troublesome groups throughout the country. 

In short, this movement involved a shift of power to the Amir and 

the Kabul governuent from the mullahs and khens, who, especially among the
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Ghilzai, had gained in strength and independence under Sher Ali. 

Already in 1879 we have first indications of government-inspired nomad 

intervention in the Hagarajat:- 

‘One thousand men of Malla Khel (nomad Chilzais) started 

fron Ghazni, by instigation of the governor, to attack 

the Hazara of Besud. The Hazara heard of the move and 

collected to the extent of 3,000. The Malla Khel were 

defeated with the loss of five or six men. *! 

One likely cause suggested for the disturbance was that the Ghilzai nomads 

who were grazing their flocks in Nawar hed been plundered by the Hazaras. 

Later, in July 1290, six thousand families from ‘lower clusses’ were sent 

from Dakka and Gandamak to the Hazarajat with promises of agricultural 

jand and cattle, as well as exemption from revenue payment for five years. 

Nomad intervention appears again in 1891 in the Besud area in the suppresion 

of the rebellious Hazaras. The Amir promised that after he took possession 

of Hazara lands, he would give them to the nomads. They would then till 

them and pay revenue according to the productive power of the land. 

Throughout the Hazara rebellion, in fact, Pashtun ‘troops were used 

against the Hazaras, In return for this help, the Pashtuns were settled 

in the warmer and more hospitable districts of the southern Hazarajat, 

including Dahla, Uruggan and Vaya wa Folad. The higher central areas were 

divided among the nomads, This was effected through the distribution of 

firmans (a royal order which is a legal confirmation), granting grazing 

rights to the nomads. These rights were vested in different tribal 

Sections, and people of other sections who wanted to graze there had to 

  

1. b.Cavagnari, Head of British Mission to Kabul, to the Government of 
india. I.0.L. lf PKS/7/23/341,
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obtain the owner's permission, in some cases also having to make a per 

capita payment. Prom this allocation to tribal sections, a more or 

less strict tradition of femily grazing areas developed, so that each 

family or tent unit returned every summer to the same place. Ferdinand 

considers that these changes have had a stabilising effect on tribal 

relations:= 

‘These changes, combined with the government's active 

role in controlling the whole country and its acknowledge- 

ment of certain leaders has had a restraining influence 

upon tribal relations and has stabilised the intertribal 

and intratribal set up.t! 

Captain Robinson's report on the nomads of east Afghanistan’ indicates 

the extent of nomad expansion since the time of Abdur Rahman, He deals 

only with the tribes passing from British territory to the hazarajat, 

those from Afghan Turkestan not being mentioned, but as the majority of 

nomads sumtiering in the Hazarajat were the eastern Ghilzais, the picture 

is as accurate as possible for our purposes. Out of the twenty to 

twenty-five per cent of Ghilsais who were nomedic, the following tribal 

divisions summered in the Hazarajat and wintered in British territorys- 

1. Abmedzai 

Musa Xhei: about 1,00 families summering in Newer and Besud. 

Yahiya Khel: 300 families in Jamjai and Besud. 

isa Khel: 100 families in Seritala, Besud. 

  

1. Ferdinand, K., Nomediem in Afghanistan, 1969, p.138. 
2e OCOapt.J.A.Robinson, Notes on the Nomad Tribes of Hast Aighanistean, 1935.
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2. Main Suleiman Kher! 

Shamal Khel: half of the Madam section settled in Khakran in the 

Hagzarajat, keeping flocks. Some of the men travelling to the Punjab 

and Bengal to sell clothing. 

Khwazak Khel: some summer in the Hazarajat. 200 femilies settled in 

Khakran. 

Aka Khel: 800 families summering in Nawar and Kirman. 1,000 in 

Ghorband and Tagao. 

Of the non-Ghilzad nomads, Robinson records the following:=- 

1. Kharot (hansayas or clients of the Ghilzais) : numbers had increased 

in migration, and also 200 families recorded as suemering in Nawar. 

2, Davletani (Lodi Pathans) : 700 families in Vawar. 

  

3. Shinwari: 2,000 fawilies in Arbanzi, Besud, 

4. Powiry Moh gs: about 1,000 rich trading families involved in 

buying sheep from Hazaras, bringing them to Kabul to sell for dried and 

fresh fruit, carpets and skins, which were then taken on to Peshawar, 

In all cases of trading activity, the main items that Robinson reports as 

being exported to India were sheep, wool, ghi, fruit and nuts, the main 

imports into the Hazarajat being clothes, cloth, tea and sugar. ‘The 

exact nature of the treding activities will be discussed below, but for 

the toment the main point to note is the expansion in the number of 

nomads using the Nazarajat as summer grazing ground after the suppression 

  

1. Of whom, incidentally, Robinson comments: ‘Veaker tribes are their 
prey and they are continually seeking opportunity to destroy then 
and possess themselves of their arms, camels, flocks and women.' 
(1935376)



of the Hazaras by Abdur Rahman. 

Nomad expansion in the Hazarajat was advantageous to the government, 

but in the north, in Afghan Turkestan, probléms arose. Nancy Tapper’ 

has pointed out that in settling the Ghilgais on the Ruesian Border, 

Abdur Rahman wanted the exiles to cultivate the new lands and secure 

the territory, especially after the Panjdeh crisis of 1885, when it 

seemed as though Russia wanted to extend her influence in the Panjdeh 

area of north Afghanistan. In this case, pastoraliam would have entailed 

periods away from the border and thereby weakened the original intention. 

Here a forcible settlement of nomads was not effected so easily or quickly 

as the Amir intended; Nancy Tapper considers that he failed to understand 

the complementarity of pastoralism and cultivation, and the nomad way of 

life. 

However, although in the Hazarajat the relationship between the 

settled Hazaras and the growing population of nomads was evidently adapted 

to ensure maximum exploitation of resources for both groups, it is important 

to note the friction that did occur. For example, there had been for some 

time an emigration of Hazaras to Persia dnd India, which continued until 

the 1920s. In 1912 the British Representative in Kandahar reported that:~ 

‘Several thousand Hazara have set out for India, partly no 

doubt in search of livelihood, but partly out of annoyance 

at the neighbours that have been foisted upon them. '@ 

  

1. Tapper, N., The advent of Pashtun Maldars in northwest Afghanistan, 
School of Oriental and African Studies Bulletin, 1973, Part 1, p.55. 

2. OL, 1/PRS/10/200.
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In the same year, quarrels were reported between the Hazaras and the new 

settlers in their country, over the settlers spoiling the Hazaras' crops:- 

‘Sight hundred Hazara families intended to cross the Oxus 

to escape persecution and violence they had received at 

the hands of the Afghan immigrants, whom the Afghan 

government had placed in the Hazarejat to colonise the 

tract.! | 

Again in 1915 Ghilzais granted land by Abdur Rahman in Hazaristan were 

turned out by the Hazaras, the Hazara maliks then being summoned to Kabul. 

Looting of caravans by Hazaras continued, especially those using the 

Daulatyer route. There appears to have been a build-up of arms at 

this time by the Hazaras, judging by British reports at least:- 

‘It is said that the Hazaras have lately made considerable 

purchases of rifles and ammmition imported by the traders 

from Russian territory into their country.‘ 

In 1923 the Kabul Military Attache to the British Legation reported that 

Hagaras were accumulating arms and had purchased 4,000 rifles from the 

British authorities in India’. At this time, Hazaras were still being 

recruited into the Indian Army, and they may thus have been better 

equipped to continue their militancy against the nomads. In 1923 

fighting was reported between Hazaras and Ghilzais now occupying their 

territory; the Suleiman Khel had further raided into Hazara lands and 

  

1, I.0.L., L/P&s/10/201. 

2. mayistan and North-West Frontier Diaries for 1912-13. I1.0.L., 
P&S/10/ 200. 

3. %I.0.L., L/P&S/10/1085.
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Afghan troops were called in to inrervene. In July of the same year 

further disputes resulted in the Hazaras petitioning the Amir Amanullah. 

He agreed to allow their re-occupation of lands taken from them by Abdur 

Rahman, but the Ghilzais - of the Andhar, Taraki and Suleiman Khels - 

refused to comply with this order. Again Afghan troops from Ghazni 

were called ing In 1926 a ‘religious feud' was reported between 

Suleiman Khel Ghilzais and Hazaras; the Suleiman Khel raided in Dai 

Zangi, burnt villages and killed several thousand Hazara families attempting 

to escape to Heshed and Turkestan, The Afghan authorities sent a depta~ | 

tion to intervene, but there is no report of the outcome." 

From this it is evident that there was not a passive acceptance by 

the Hazaras of the nomads into their territories. Abdur Rahman's dis- 

tribution of populations around the country resulted in a forcible re« 

pression of one section of the population by another, In recent years, 

the nomads have suffered economic deprivation along with the Hazaras. 

International political decisions regarding borders have adversely affected 

them, such as the creation of Pakistan in 1947 and the closing of the 

Afghanistan-Pakistan border in 1961, as well as the recent forced settle- 

ments of nomad populations in the Helmund region, 

Under Amir Habibullah and increasingly so under Amanullah, government 

policy changed to a certain extent, though tactical reasons probably pre- 

vailed, as noted by the British:- 

  

4. 1.0eL., L/P&S/10/1170.
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‘It is known that the Amir is most anxious to placate 

the Hazara. They are the only race whose hostility 

to the Pathan can be depended upon.*! 

Under Amanullah, in fact, many of the aspects of previous policy towards 

the nomada and the Hagarags were reversed. The old firmang were with- 

drawn from the Ahmadzai and the Mohmands and new and more vaguely formu~ 

lated ones were issued. The nomads were allotted the high-lying 

stretches above the valleys where there were permanent watercourses that 

could be used for agriculture. The new firmans, however, did have enough 

force to ensure that each subtribe or section now possessed papers for 

their respective areas, with the result that a further division into 

family territories has been undertaken, with definite camping grounds 

being set up. 

A more recent development affecting the delicate balance of relation- 

ship between settler and nomad has been occasioned by the problem of 

Pashtunistan, which, according to Dupree (19'73:169), caused a complete 

shift of the migration patterns of about 200,000 nomads, Afghanistan's 

frontier with Pakistan closed in 1961 and the nomads had to readjust 

their migration routes entirely within Afghanistan. This led to fighting 

between nomada competing for winter grasslands and farmers resisting 

nomads who established winter quarters near their villages. According 

to Dupree, the government supported the villagers, but aent out sindrops 

of forage for the nomads during the hard winters of 1961 and 1962. ‘The 

effect this had on the Pakistan economy is an additional factor, for the 

nomade provided a seasonal labour force as well as amuggling considerable 

amounts of goods over the borer. 
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A main feature of the nomad incursions into the Hazarajat recently 

has been their acquisition of land. Land rights for.them began with 

the firmans granted by Aixtur Rahman, but as trading increased, they vere 

able to buy the land outright, thus increasing the numbers of landless 

Hagaras and their consequent migration to the cities. Before looking 

at these trading activities that have been so crucial to the changes 

in the Hagarajat, it is necessary te review the easentially material 

aspects of the nomad~settler relationship. § It has been suggested 

(Dupree 19733168) that the nomads serve as maintainers and verpetuators 

of marginal grasslands; sheep and goats do not overgraze, but add 

fertilising manure to these areas, and when they are withdrawn, the 

land returns to its semi-desert state. Such grasslands have over the 

centuries become natural soil banks which can be utilised for agriculture, 

if provided with adequate irrigation. The farmer's harvested fields 

thus benefit from the yearly movement of the nomads’ animals over the 

sane area, Also, during the migration the nomads are free to weed 

the fields for fodder for their transport animals, and within the winter 

area, gooda and services are exchanged between the nomads and settlers 

on a family to family basis. The nomada say fetch wood from the mountains 

for the villagers and carry out other transport for them, receiving in, 

payment agricultural produce (maize and wheat, for example) when neoded.! 

In spite of this evident set of benefits accruing to both Hazaras 

and nomads, other factora have intervened to shift the balance. For the 

  

1. It is worth noting here the case of impoverished nomads who seek 
harvesting work with farmers in east Afghanistan in Kabul and 
Hingarhar provinees, but who never ssek this kind of employment 
with Haszaras, only with other Pashtuns. Ferdinand, 1969, p.145.
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nomads, capital invested in livesteck alone is vulnerable, the animals 

being open to sickness, drought or raiding. Rich nemada have therefore 

tended to insure themselves by buying land and this usually happens 

through the agency of trade. This does not automatically imply that 

the nomads settle down, for they may continue their migrations. After 

sone time, the more prosperous may settle down, first becoming landlords 

and after a couple of generations’ division of land, their descendantsy 

become farmera. Dupree describes this process as follows:~ 

',.smomads settle down only if, for one reason or another 

they have lost their flocks and must either attach them 

selves to other nomadic groups as hamaayeh (clients) or 

work as seasonal farm labow'era. Healthy nomads may 

own land and eventually build kalah (houges in a compound) 

but they make the annual trek with their nomadic or semi-~ 

nomadic companions as long as they are able.’ (1973:169) 

The trading activities that have contributed to the changes in 

jandownership patterns are based on neighbourhood trade, in which the 

nomad trade with the settled population around their summer camps. The 

main products supplied by the Hazaras are wheat, ghi, and woven wool 

articles, those aupplied by the nomads being Indian or Pakistani cloth, 

sugar, tea, shoes and utensiis. It is the system of credit in these 

exchanges that has affected the Hazaras most severely, For example, the 

nomads buy clarified butter in the Hasarajat, which is then delivered the 

following year to east Afghanistan, for payment after another year. A 

hundred per cent profit is sometimes made over the whole period. Again, 

wheat that has been paid for in advance by the nomads may not be available 

when they arrive to collect it from the Hazaras. ‘the Hazaras must then
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buy it back; this is not usually extracted as a cash payment but as a 

deferred payment of wheat for the following year at an interest of 

perhaps 3-4 sers. (1 ser = approx. 14 lbs.) If the following year 

the same happens, the Hazaras begin to sink deeper into debt. This 

system is a vicious circle for them, for as a final settlement of un- 

redeemed debts, the nomads take over sheep, goats and eventually land. 

This land is then let out to the Hazaras as share-paid tenants. ‘The 

ordinary nomad usually acquires rights in land through the gerawi system: 

here the nomad takes an area of land as security, leaving the Hazara 

as tenant, though if Islamic law is followed, the borrower, i.e. the 

former owner of the land, should not be employed as tenant. In this 

way though, the Hazara gets through his immediate crisis and the nomad 

gains a constant yield of agricultural produce. In 1954 Ferdinand was 

told by officials that five per cent of the land in Dai Zangi was owned 

by nomads, and that this amount was increasing all the time. By 1960, 

wealthy nomad khang were actually purchasing large areas of land, building 

gai‘as in the Hazarajat with Hazara labour, 

Trading, whilet altering the landownership patterns in Hazarajat, 

with the resultant acquisition of land by the nomads and their development 

inte a landowning class, has also had further repercussions for the 

nomads within the purely commercial sphere, vith the wealth that land- 

ownership has brought, some nomads have become lorry owners and begun 

wholesale trade with a base in the city serais. This has been so 

financially successful that several large transport firms are run by 

nomads owing land in the Hazarajat, for example the Ahmadzai. Among 

the Hazarboz Mohmands, some have completely given up sheep breeding and
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while the families still aummer in tenta in the old grazing areas of 

the western Hazarajat, the men carry out their business activities in 

the cities. 

Looking at this changing relationship between the Hazaras and the 

Pashtun nomads, is it possibile to discern any patterns that have been 

observed in other areas? A concept frequently used by writers dealing 

with relationships between distinct groups, e.g. nomads and agricul- 

turalists, is that of the niche. ‘his is ususlly seen es the patterns 

of humen adaptation that ocour within the ecologie niche itself, Barth! 

has suggested, for example, that we can analyse relationships between 

such groups in terms of ecologic niches, where each niche contains a 

certain amount of organic energy to be exploited. Obviously in a 

husan commnity purely ecologic factors will not be the sole deter-~ 

minants of exploitation; there will be other important mechanisms of 

adjustment and utilisation of these niches. People are not only in- 

volved in « relationship with the environment, but also in relations of 

competition, co-operation and synbiceis with each other, which may in 

turn affect the structure and distribution of groups. Political struc- 

ture, demographic factors and levels of technology will all be relevant 

here. arth suggests that as far as agriculture is concerned, the 

carrying capacity of a niche can be increased as the population increases, 

within the traditional framework of ownership. But in the case of 

grazing, utilised by both pastoralists and settled populations, this 

  

      

ie Barth, F., Dhe foneent-of Niches, American Dane mopotacet, vol. 38 y 
1956, p.1079 and Cox ion 8 ubioss: Peigohists 
Folk, vwol.6, 1964, De15e
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generally carries no exclusive rights, so population increases can lead 

to situations of competition and possible antagonism. There are many 

variables relevant to the situation of exploitation of niches by different 

groups. We cannot talk in terms of settled and pastoralist groups 

living in a symbiotic relationship with each other unless we are aware 

of all the facters involved. As far as the relationship between en- 

vironnent and human technology is concerned, the availability of water, 

the level of technology of the groups utilising the water, and the co~ 

incidence of water with cultivable soil, are obviously crucial factors. 

But, in addition, the historical development of the relationship, with 

all the adaptive processes involved, is an important aspect, 

Brian Spooner! has used Ibn Khaldun's model in his discussion of 

adaptation patterns in southeast Persia. In this model, a settled agri- 

cultural population is considered to be generally differentiated into 

classes, but with a fairly weak political structure. The population is 

probably divided into villages, and may have a dominant family, but the 

structural distance between the people and the leaders is likely to be 

considereble, A nomad pastoral group, on the other hand, has a strong 

political structure, effected through agnatic kin relations, and con- 

trolied by a dominant family. When the two groups come into contact, 

perhaps through invasion, it is easy for the settled population to accept 

a new leadership, supplied by the dominant nomad family. Spooner con- 

siders that a further development is the enhancement of the economic and 

  

1. Spooner, B., Politics, kinship and ecolepy in Sei.Persia, Ethnology, 
vol.&, 1963, Det39e
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political position of this dominant family, at the expense of the tribe, 

They develop into a dynastic family, which begins to look more and 

more to the settled population and the land for wealth, to build 

forts ani to settie. Thus a new threefold relationahip evolves: that 

between the dynastic family and the settled agriculturalists being a 

stable relationship, but that between both of these and the nomadic 

tribe itself being essentially unstable. leter, through intermarriage 

and a shift to the cognatic principie of kinship and inheritence, the 

relationship between the settlers and the nomads is fused, The 

settlers ney tuke the name of the dominant family and lose their ethnic 

identity. 

This model of the development of the nomad-settier relationship 

nay be useful for an analysis of the Hagarea-nomad Pashtun relationship. 

There are certain features which are probabiy applicable to the original 

nomadic Hongel incursions into Afghanistan, and their dominance over 

the local Iranian population, reswiting in the development of dynastic 

families and their settlement in the araa. However, when attempting 

to apply this to the nomad incursions into the Hazarajat in this 

century, several problems arise. The main one scema to he that there 

is insufficient evidence of a ‘fusing’ of the two pomilstions. Certainly, 

the ieading nomad famijies have acquired land and settled in the Hazarajat, 

and in some areas a syablotic relationship could be said to exist, but 

thelr ethnic identities have been kept discrete, even if there has been 

intermarriage or crossing of the ethnic boundaries. 

The land in the Hagerejat has not, on the whole, been peaceably ex- 

pioited by nomads and settlers in a symbiotic relationship, nor have
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separate ecologic niches been exploited by different groups. Instead, 

there are separate ethnic groups in competition to exploit the same 

area. According to the model utilised by Spooner for southeast Persia, 

the Hazaras would have been absorbed into the nomad population as 

numbers of them begen to settle and acquire land. This has not 

happened; instead the Hazaras are leaving the area and migrating to 

the cities in increasing nunbers, 

This may be connected with the carrying capacity of the niche 

itself, as mentioned by Barth. He suggested that because rights are 

not generally established in grazing lands, antagonism may develop in 

adverse circumstances, But even if there are definitive legal rights, 

as were given to the nomads in the lgsarajat, it 1s of course always 

possible for one population to resist the encroachment of another, as 

the Hazaras resisted the nomads. The reletively poor lands of the 

Hazarajat could not probably accommodate ever=<increasing numbers of 

nomads as well as the natural population increases of the Hazaras 

themselves, The balance of the relationship shifted so that the nomads, 

in their acquisition of Hazara lands, forced the Hagaras out of the 

area and into the towns. Thus Spooner'’s idea that settlers may be 

absorbed into the nomad ethnic group has not proved to be anplicable 

in our case here. I would suggest that thie is due mainly to two 

factors: firstly, the demographic factor mentioned above, that over= 

population in an ecologically poor niche forced the weaker population 

out, and secondly that the ethnic identity of each group was strong 

enough to persist in spite of any absorption that may have taken place, 

This is in spite of the fact that Hazara nolitical structure had been 

Considerably weakened at the end of the nineteenth century, and pre=
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sumably continued to weaken in recent years. 

Regarding Pashtun identity, Barth’ considers that there is a 

general concept of Fashtun identity overriding cultural characteristics 

in different groups, namely a stress on individual autonomy, egality 

and aggressiveness which is controlled and directed through the couneil 

systen of tribal government. It is only when these values are sheared 

by other groups that Pashtun identity is successfully vervetuated. If 

not, there will be modifications, such as the Persianisation of the 

Pashtun middle class in Kabul. 

Barth's argument implies that there is a greater measure of political 

and economle contrel by the Pashtun group, so that its values have a 

high status accorded to tham by the rest of the commnity. In addition, 

political autonomy in a Pashtun pomlated area is based on landownership, 

and so if effective boundary maintenance is continued through time, this 

provides mechanisms for the monopolisation and retention of land by the 

Pashtuns, as indeed we have seen in the case of the Hazarajat. 

While certain aspects of Barth's argument would appear to apply to 

the situation deseribed here, there seems to be an over=-onphasia on the 

statue of the Pashtun identity, and its Punetion as a dynamic factor in 

social control snd change in a contact situation. Thus, while the case 

of the Hagarajat would seem te provide 4a good example of boundary main- 

tenance, enabling the formation of a landowning Pashtun class, sustaining 

political dominance, it is not analogous to the situation that Berth 

  

1. Barth, ¥., Bat 2 
Ethnic Groups and Boundaries, 1969, pil. 
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describes in Swat, and which is used for his main example. Here, 

the Pashtun have become the landowning class in an already poly~ethnic 

and highly stratified society, and there has been the absorption of 

other groups into the Pashtun ethos. in the Hazarajat, on the other 

hand, the boundaries are perpetuated by religious differences and 

endogamy, for evidence suggests that there are few hyperganous 

marriages as in Swat. If, therefore, the two groups preserve their 

distinetion in the face of political and economic imbalance, then I 

suggest we need to shift the terms of reference from the overt controls 

exhibited in the conception of the Pashtun identity. This is indeed a 

factor, but only in addition to the maintenance on the other side of 

Hazara identity. This itself demande further research nefore this 

particular ethnic relationship can be adequately analysed.



G     PLICATIONS OF BTHNIC 

DIVISION IN AFGHANISTAN 
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The previous chapters have attempted to illustrate the nature 

of ethnic division in Afghanistan (in a historical perspective), with 

particular reference to the Hazaras. Through examination of this 

historical uaterial, it was hoped to show how ethnic identity had 

become a prominent political force in the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries. Previously, the geographically isolated Hazara 

populations had remained virtually discrete communites until the 

attempted infiltration of the country and the invasion of immerialistic 

influence in the nineteenth century. At the same time, certain 

sectors of the Hazara popuiation had contact with other ethnic groups, 

through their migration to the cities. But on the whole, the 

Hagaras vere tribally organised, subsistence farming in the mountains 

in isolated commmities. For the few vestiges that remain, it is 

not unreasonable to suggest that a coherent Hagara culture obtained, 

in terns of religion, social organiastion, a Kongoi~Turkie influenced 

language and a cistinct musical and oral tradition. 

With the advent of external political constraints, in the form 

of imperialisa, the two contradictory movements of nationalism and 

ethnicity became strengthened. Thus, as ethnic groups were brought 

into a contact situation, the descent group affijiations of Pashtun 

and Hagara were intensified through the mobilisation of religious 

factors. While the Hagaras were perhaps only becoming avare of 

their distinctiveness and polarity against the Fashtuns in the conflict 

that had arisen, at the same time the largely Pashtun dominated state
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was attempting to reduce minority ethnic identities and affiliations 

in favour of a united Afghanistan. 

In ail inter-ethnic conflict it was seen that ecologic conditions 

were also relevant in fragmenting communities and in forcing migration 

from rural to urban centres. This was combined with the influx of 

Pashtun nomads into Hazara lands which set up a chain of economic 

dependence and deprivation. Ecologic constraints, while affecting 

the relations between the urban centres of power and the rural commni- 

ties, were also seen to act upon the rural communities themselves, 

contributing to the factionalism existing in such areas. 

This provides merely an outline picture of the situation. But 

although nore research is neceasury before we can discuss more fully 

the implications of ethnic relations in Afghanistan, it may be possible 

to dewarcate the areas of interest in this field, by utilising various 

contemporary analyses of ethnicity. 

First of all ve may take as a starting point my own observation 

curing an admittedly brief period of six montha teaching in Kabul, of 

considerable prejudice against Hazaras and a definite awareness ex- 

pressed by various Kabulis of being Pashtun, Tajik or Hazara, Ethnic 

stereotypes vere often quoted and families lived in clearly defined. 

ethnic areas of the city. A fairly rigid ideology of social strati- 

fication was generally accepted, although the situation belied thia 

and @ certain degree of social mobility was evident. The higher levels 

of education however, did appear to be dominated by the Pashtun and



D120 

Tajik elements, and in a 10th grade clase of 40 wowen at the Afghan 

vonen's Association High School there was only one Nazara and the 

staff were aleost 411 Pashtun. 

in the urban situation of Kabul, educated professionals and 

commercialists both Tajik and Pashtun appeared to be adopting a more 

Persianised, sometimes Vesternised ethos, so that the traditional 

image of, for example, the tribal bandit Pashtun, still exemplified by 

provincial visitors to the city, was now an ambivalant symbol for the 

middle class urban Pashtun. ‘hie is, of course, a superficial view 

and we would need to know more about attitudes within the ethnic group 

end towards other groups, the conception of ‘self’ and ‘other’, to 

describe any of these changes more fully. 

In the case of the Hazaras, the situation would seem to be more 

static, in that Hqzaras are still generally involved in low-statua 

occupations in Kabul or form a large sector of rural poor in the pro- 

Vincese But it is evident, nevertheless that certain Hagaras are 

cxperiencing social mobility and branching into various artisan and 

comercial activities at the lower levels. ‘hat we do not know at 

present is whether this group of Hazaras retains its ethnie identity... 

As ethnic stereotypes, based on physical features and supposed be~ 

havioural characteristics are still present with reference to Hagaras 

and Pashtuns especially, this would suggest that these ritualised ways 

of perceiving other partnera in social interaction sre still necessary. 

At present, one cun only suggest why thig is so and this will be dis- 

cussed below,
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At the woment we need to enquire aa to the nature of social 

grouping in Afghanistan ~ if they are indeed ethnic and how we shail 

define the ethnic group to begin withe Until we have clarified the 

base level of inquiry we cannet exemine any changes that may be 

occuring. Cur main guidline here will be to look at relationships 

rather than aiscrete entities as perceived by the outside observer, 

Kuch of the recent work on ethnicity has concentrated on the 

American situation, where the etimic group is often seen as a political 

interest group in the power~struggies of 4 comnlex nost—industrial 

society. The african context has also been important, «where urban 

migrants are in a detribalising or retribalising situation. Ne writers 

deal specifically with Afghanistan, though occasional references are 

made to the Middle hast. This in itself seens somewhat dangerous, 

as the notion of "the Middle hast’ as a suitable category of anthro- 

pological or sociological enquiry would seem to be tenuous. Even nore 

dangerous would be to automatically include Afghanistan in this category 

merely because the population are Mosler. 

A more fruitful analogy may be found with reference to the Hindu 

caste system, though like all sociological analogies, it needs to be 

approached cautiously. Leach’, who considers caste to be a structural 

phenomenon within the specific Pan-Indian cultural context, characterises 

the difference between class eni caste societies as follows: in ae class 

society privileged elites exploit lower orders, and they in turn must 

  

1. Leach, &., ed. Aspects of Caste in South India, Cevlon and North 
Vest Pakistan, 1962, pel.
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compete for favours; in a caste society however, the position is 

reversed, for economic roles are fixed for a minority low atatus group 

and the upper castes compete for services. Ina class society social 

status and security go together, but this is not necessarily so in a 

caste society. 

With reference to class, Leach's argument seems to suggest that 

there are nechanisns whereby lower classes can compete for favours 

from the power elite ~ presumably through inatitutions such as trade 

union negotiation or participation in a meritocratic education system. 

It also inplies the possibility of a break away frou ascribed low-status, 

3.@e the existence cP an ideology of sociel nobility, even if this is 

not always a reality. Vith reference to the caste sociaty, wa may 

note that in Afghanistan, as in India, certain oncumtions are associated 

with and practised by certain low-status grouns. Beliefs of purity end 

pollution appear to be associated with these groupe and the boundartes 

kept distinct through the perpetuation of ethnic stersotypes. But 

although certain elements of the occupational hierarchy are similer to 

the caste situation, a rigid interdependence of occupations) and ritual 

groups does not extend throughout the whole society. 

4% the sage timo Leach's point that social status and security 

are not necessarily interdependent in a caste socisty, would appear to 

bear some relevance to the Afghan situation. It was noted in the 

previous chapter that in the rural context, the high status of Pashtun 

derides any low economic status: destitute Pashthins «ili not seek 

employment with Hagaras. ‘ut whether the poor Brahmin is participating 

in a set of similar soclal structures as the poor Pashtun farmer is
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debatable. The important point ie on what the status rests ~ ritual, 

political, or economic factors. Thus the poor Pashtun may become 

assimilated into another ethnic group, thereby lowering hia ethnic 

statua, but raising his security level -~ this would perhaps not involve 

the ritusl pellution that a Brahmin would experience from this transi- 

tion. 

In addition, it is possible that a person's soGiai identity rests 

on various statuses an contrast to the caste situation where one 

Yitual status, theoretically at least, is the defining Tector in 

social identity and hebavicur. parth’, in Leach’s volume considers 

that a caste system existe in Swat, a Pathan (Pashtun) area in Nek. 

Pakistan. Tids is characterised as an involute caste system, where 

menbership of one statue neccessarily imnlies membership of other 

statuses, forming a cluster, which characterises a certain ‘caste 

position.' He notes thet:~ 

"In mich of the Fiddle East, plural societies are 

foul, characterised by clear lines of internal seg- 

mentation, often based on ethnic criteria; such 

societies have a structure characterised by the summation 

of statuses in an involute system, in which a high de- 

gree of status differentiation ia sesociated with a 

iimited get of permitted status combinations. Such 

syetens depend for their peraistence on. very clear 

criteria for atetus ascription. In societies other 

than those of extrems patriliny , this prerequisite 

implies a pattern of endogany within the stratified 

@roups.' (19622145) 

  

1. SHarth, F., The system of social stratification in Swat, in Leach 
(19623145)
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shile elements of caste as discussed here by Leach and Barth may be 

relevant to the Afghan situation, in that a system of limited in- 

vyolution may exist - being a Hazara implies being a low atatus coolie 

worker and not intermarrying with Pashtuns, for example - it is not 

an example of either a caste or a class society, inasmoch as these 

are ideal types anyway. Hather I would suggest that ethnic strati- 

fication in Afghanistan shades into both class and caste contexts. 

It ia thus probably not analysable along the lines of either of these 

two models and needs to be looked at in terms of structures in transi- 

tion. 

In order to orient this line of analysis more precisely, we need 

to clarify the situation on the ground ~- ethnic relations and their 

part in social organisation. Traditionally it is the ethnic group 

that has been the focus of study, rather than ethnic relations; the 

group itself seen as a population which is largely biologically self- 

perpetuating, shares fundamental cultural values, realised in overt 

unity in cultural forms, makes up a field of communication and inter- 

action and has a membership which identifies itself and 49 identified 

by others as constituting a category distinguishable from other 

categories of the same order. This approach, however, is too 

dependent on the objectively assessed ethnographic traits that are 

demonstrably affected by ecologic factors, rather than stressing the 

socially effective determinants of group organisation. 

An alternative approach is suggested by Barth who utilises a 

transactional model of interpersonal relations, where commonly avreed 

values are the object of such transactions, In 'Models of Social
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Organisation"! he attacks previous anthropological models that con= 

centrated on a static conception of status, He wishes to replace 

this with a more flexible model relating to the interaction between 

status and role, introducing a larger element of individual choice in 

interaction. In this view he is admittedly influenced by Goffman's 

theories of impression management:- 

‘ve may thus construct a model whereby complex and 

comprehensive patterns of behaviour (roles) may be 

generated from simpler specification of rights 

(statuses) according to a set of rules (the require- 

ments of impression management). The role thus 

generated should represent the optimum around which 

empirical behaviour may be seen to cluster." (196633) 

The implications of this approach for his theories of ethnicity are 

summed: up in the introduction to ‘Ethnic Groups and Boundaries.” 

Here barth examines the phenomenon of relations between ethnic groups 

in terms of interaction and the relationship between status and be- 

haviour, rather than approaching it from an abstract notion of ‘society’ 

in which these smaller groups may operate. Ethnic groups are seen as 

social not cultural phenomena; thus, while cultural aspects such as 

material culture and moral sanctions may be relevant to sywbolic group 

identity, self-ascription and ascription by others is the vital defining 

feature. In addition, the traditional view that people maintained group 

identity through isolation has proved false, for categorical ethnic 

distinctions do not depend on an absence of mobility and contact, and 

ethnic boundaries do persist in spite of a flow of personnel across them. 

  

1. Barth, F., Models of Social Organisation, R.A. 1. Occasional 
Paper 23, 1966. 

2. Barth, F., ed. Ethnic Groups and Boundaries, London, 1969.
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The Afghan situation illustrates, for example, the persistence of 

the ethnic identities Pashtun, Tajik and Hazara, though as we have 

seen, contact may be intense and change of ethnic group possible. 

Ethnie boundaries, therefore, organise the separation of 

different groups within a society. But in order for these different 

groups to interact, they must lessen the differences between them and 

establish some kind of temporary consensus, i.e. a structuring of 

interaction that allows for the persistence of cultural differences, 

Gontinuing the analysis on this behavioural level, then, Barth notes 

that there will therefore be prescriptions and prescriptions for be- 

haviour according to the different circumstances of group interaction 

and the conceptions of group identity. Barth thus postulates a con- 

siderable standardization of both behaviour and interaction in poly~- 

ethnic situations, where ethnie categories MAY Or may not be utilised, 

according to the particular interaction involved:- 

‘Id other words, ethnic categories provide an organisational 
vessel that may be given varying amounts and forms of 

content in different socio-cultural systems. They may 

be of great relevance to behaviour, but they need not be; 

they may pervade all social life, or they may be relevant 

only in limited sectors of activity.’ (1964214) 

Ecologic and demographic factors are seen to be important in the 

interaction of different ethnic groups and Barth constructs a rough 

typology for adaptations of two or more ethnic groups in contact:~ 

1. They may occupy clearly distinct niches in the natural environment 

in which case interdependence will be limited, 

2. They may monopolise separate territories, in which case there is 

competition for resources,
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3. There way be a symbiotic relationship between groups occupying 

different niches and supplying important gooda and servicer for 

each other. 

4. There may be an unetable situation where two or more groups are 

in partial competition within the same niche. 

Demographic factora of absolute and relative sige of groups, migration 

and absorption are also seen to be relevant. In the previous chapter 

it was seen how an inequal relationship had developed between the 

Hageras and Pashtun nomads, occupying the same niche in Central 

Afghanistan, and it would be interesting to see how this relationship 

is developing, by utilising demograyhic information on population sise, 

nigration and absorption. 

Barth considers that in complex poly-ethnic situations the constraints 

on a person's behaviour that spring from his ethnic identity tend to be 

absolute end comprehensive; component moral and social conventions are 

made resistant to change by being joined in stereotyped clusters as 

characteristics of one single identity. In these situations, boundary 

maintaining mechanisms must be very effective, because:~ 

1. The complexity of the society is based on cultural differences. 

2. The identity of the person and the group must be highly stereotyped 

80 that inter~ethnic interaction can be based on ethnic identities. 

3- The cultural characteristics of each group must be stable so that 

the complementary differences on which the different social systems rest 

can persist in a contact situation, 

The first two points would appear to apply to the Afghan situation aa we 

have reviewed it for the last hundred years and as it appears today, in 

that in a non-industrial society, ethnic identity may be the prine
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feature of social interaction, rather than, for example, class or 

caste identity. That this ethnic identity may also be stereotyped 

we have seen illustrated in the literature available. However, with 

reference to point three, I would suggest thet this presents a too 

atatic view of society in general. The cultural characteristics of 

the Yelsh in 1976 are certainly different from those in 1776, but 

there nevertheless exists today a feeling of Welsh ethnic identity. 

I suggest that this is due to the intervention of political factors on 

the macro-level, notably a move towards devolution. This is expressed 

and articulated through the use of culturally separating factors such 

as the Helsh languarce. At the same time, the nature of English 

society has changed since 1776 such that its relationship to Wales and 

the Welsh as an ethnic group has accomlingly undergone a process of 

repolarisation. In the Afghan situation we may note that very few 

veatiges of Hazara culture remain at the. moment, nevertheless the 

ides of the Hagaras as an ethnic group would appear to persist amongst 

Hazearas and non-lagaras. Political and economic factors affecting 

group-ascription will therefore need to be taken into account in any 

analysis of ethnic relations. 

Barth's chosen iliustration of the maintenance of ethnic identity 

in a contact situation is that of the Pathans (Pashtuns) living along 

the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, The variation in Pathan communities 

ig evident; in the hill country, villages of mixed agriculturslists 

are organised in egalitarian patrifineal descent segmenta with an 

acephalous political structure; in the valleys more intensive agriculture. 

is practised, with artificial irrigation, and here Pathans are lend- 

owners with tenant Tajike, with a political organisation based on
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segmentary descent groups, in some places acephalous and in others 

integrated into a semi-feudal system; in the towns of Afghanistan 

and Pakistan are Pathan administrators, traders, craftemen or 

labourers’; in the South are the tribally organised nomada. Barth's 

point here is that this cultural diversity has not provided criteria 

for differentiations of ethnie identity. The consistent Fathan 

identity can be analysed on two levels: using Barbara Ward's ‘native’ 

and ‘obaerver's' models, he sees the native model in this case as an 

ideal based on the three msin points of patrilineal descent, 

orthodox Islam (Sunnism) and Pashtunyali, a code of custom based on 

value orientations of male autonomy and egality, self expression and 

aggressiveness. The cbserver's model is based on the analysis of 

three major institutions in Pathan life - meluastia(hospitality) 

dirgah (councile) ard purdeh (seclusion of women and the domestic 

sector} all of which, in Barth's view, enable a man to participate in 

social life without compromising his highly-valued autonomy. 

Through these three institutions, Pathan velues can be consistently 

realised, especially in an acephaloua and polysegmented situation. 

Barth attempts to demonstrate this with reference to the relationship 

between Hagaras and Pathans. The territorial division between Hazaras 

and nomad Pathans was kent before the time of Abdur Rahman because 

there was little possibility of co-operation in exploitation of re- 

sources needed by both groups, for agricultural purposes. Both were 

  

1. A point to note here is made by Charpentier,C.J., in Bazpr-i- 
Tashqurghan (Uppsala,1972): 'No Afghan, unless the very poorest 
of the poor, will ever engage in any retail trade, keep a shop or 
pursue any uechanical trade or handicraft.’ (Afghan here synonymous 
with Pashtun (Pathan). 

2e ‘Ward, B., i 

  

ASA 1, 1965.
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tribally organised under petty chieftains and Barth’s suggestion s0 

that this acted as an inhibition to nomad expansion. Later however 

the incorporation of the Hagarajat into the Afghan state enabled 

the nomads to move in and exploit resources without the element of 

competition interfering. Expansion of trade also strengthened Pathan 

identity:~ 

'Life as a trading nomad, who, heavily armed, pene- 

trates foreign areas and takes large risks both 

personaliy and financially, is one that provides 

rich opportunities to demonstrate male qualities 

valued among the Pathana.' (19692126) 

Although the reference to the Hagara-Pathan relationship is 

admittedly brief, it nevertheless tends to present a rather clear-cut 

picture of the situation. It is, for example, doubtful whether the 

Hagaras were in fact, tribally organised at the end of the nineteenth 

century. In addition, penetration into Hazara territory was known 

before the time of Abdur Rahman and later nomad incursiona into the 

Hazarajat were not effected peacefully as we have seen in Chapter Five. 

A statement such agt- 

"The apparent stability of the border between them can 

be understood as a result of a balance between losses 

and gains; with the forms of political units that ob~ 

tained, the costs of conquest and penetration of | 

Hagara country by a Pathan tribe were greater than 

the expected returns." = (19693126) 

suggests a praguatic assessment of the gituation by the Pathans as



if only one or two variables were involved. <e have seen, with 

reference to this point, that expansion of migratory populations 

is alao dependent on macro-political factors, such aa international 

boundaries. 

In South Afghanistan, Pathans may become clients of Baluch, in 

which ease it becomes difficult to preserve the Pathan identity and 

value system in this subservient position. According to Barth, if 

this occurs, then a Pathan will take on the ethnic identity of a Baluch. 

He cannot perform adequately aa a Pathan in his relationship with the 

Baluch, therefore he must accept the others Value standards and shift 

his ethnic identity. An interesting contrast to this was noted in 

Chapter Five, that an unemployed Afghan Pashtun will not seek work 

with Hazara farmers, only with other Pashtuns. This suggests that the 

ascription of ethnic identity is not based, like kinship, on the control 

of assets, Yet Ferdinand (1959) mentions that cases are occasionally 

given of Pashtuns becoming Hagara. It would be interesting to take up 

this point of ethnic identity change and further research would 

certainly reward investigation. 

it is worth noting here also that Barth takes his main examples 

from the male sector of Pathan society, which admittedly is where the 

ethos of the group is overtly and publicly expressed, but this does not 

take account of the womens’ role in the formation of ethnic identity. 

By concentrating on the public image of the sen and the behavioural 

fact that the seclusion of women and the domestic sphere provides a 

balance to the public necesaity of male aggressiveness and assertiveness, 

Barth fails to explore the dynamics for this behaviour. This can re-



sult in statements such as:- 

"The resultant pattern of domestic performance is 

difficult to document; but its adequacy is suggested 

by the relative absence among Pathans of divorce or 

adultery murders." (19693124) 

which is akin to stating that Italian Catholics do not get divorced 

because they are all happily married. 

Furthermore, the stress on performance in certain roles within 

the overail conception of ethnic identity does not appear to be 

adequately discussed. Uf in fact Barth found that male Pathans 

do adhere dogmatically to the code of Faghtonwali, then surely the 

question to ask here is #hat motivatea this adherence, rather than 

merely accepting it as a necessary factor in social organisation. 

Do Pathan women exhibit a similar adherance to Pashtonvali, or another 

code, or if their necessary acceptance is, ac one would expect, a 

tacit one, how is this maintained ag a contribution to the overall 

formation of ethnic identity? In a similar vein, Barth states that 

success as a Pathan implies behaviour which is also admired by non~- 

Pathans, but if this is indeed the case, which is not proven, it is 

also relevant to discover what motivates this adherance, how it is 

created and manipulated. 

Apart from these few critical reservations, Barth's analysis 

nevertheless remains a atep forward in the discussion of ethnic re~ 

lations, in that the relationship itself is seen as crucial, rather 

than the discrete entity of the ethnic group. This will obviously



be useful for further research into changing ethnic relations in 

Afghanistan today ag urbanisation proceeds, occupational patterns 

change and attitudes and alliances shift. i mention! before that 

political factors need to be taken into consideration when dis- 

cussing ethnic group formation and identity and I now turn to a dis- 

cussion of the ethnic group as political interest group, to illustrate 

this point. It is taken from Cohen; "Custom and politica in Urban 

Africa! and the introduction to "Urban Ethnicity'®. Cohen defines 

the ethnic group as an informal interest group, the members of which 

ere distinct from members of other groups in the same society in 

that they share a mumber of institutions euch as kinship, religion 

and a means of communication. 

Ethnicity is defined as strife between such groups, during the 

course of which people stress their identity and exclusiveness. Cohen 

distinguishes between ethnic group and ethnic category, the latter 

being seen merely as the cultural identification of a group, which may 

not necessarily be formed into a political entity. Cohen maintains 

that hie analysis is more fertile than Barth's, in that it allows for 

degrees of ethnicity and greater freedon of choice (easentially political) 

on the part of members of an ethnic group to make their identity clear 

in a political sense, or to keep it tacit. But I cannot see that this 

is anything other than rephrasing Barth in different terminology; both 

Cohen and Barth are saying that ethnic identity is constant but that 

  

1. Cohen, A., | 

  

2. Gohen, A., ed. Urhan uthnicity, ASA 12, London, 1974.
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it may or may not be wtilised in social organisation according to 

the circumstances. 

It seems therefore to be a question of terminology: where 

Barth uses ‘social organisation’, Cohen uses ‘politics’, which he 

defines as proceases involved in the distribution and exercise of, 

and struggle for power within a social unit. For Cohen, the ethnic 

group is formed only in this political context and the number of 

interest groups and their degree of formality depends on the existent 

state system, some systems permitting few formal groups but allowing 

the informal interest groupa. It is here that the ethnic group may 

become especially powerful, for it ia more difficult to suppress 

cultural factore such as marriage and kinship patterns, or language. 

Grouns can therefore develop informally through cultural associations, 

but at the same time maintain a degree of political nmurpose. 

Cohen's argument is developed in the context of Vest Africa, 

where increasing migration from rural to urban environsents is pro~ 

ducing contact between ethnic groups in new political situations, In 

these new circumstances, there may be competition, especially in the 

economic sector, aml cultural tracditiona tend to be articulated for 

informal political organisation within the framework of a formal 

political situation. Thua, a8 opposed to the growth of what has been 

called detribalisation, where old ethnic unita are submerged into a. 

larger national woiit, Cohen posits the phenomenon of retribalisation, 

where an ethnic group adjusts to new realities by reorganising its 

traditional customs, or by developing new cuatoss under traditional



symbols. ‘Thies may be etfected through religion, kinship or a 

variety of these combined under an integrating ideology. Cohen 

points out that the two. processes of detribalisation and retribali- 

sation may occur at the same time, though on different levela of the 

social structure. Thus, to take his example, detribaiisation in 

the form of collective struggle with white employers may occur at 

the same time as a struggle for power within the ethnic interest 

group itself, 

Following the primary assertion that ethnic groups are informal 

interest grouns operating in situations of conflict and eesentially 

to be seen as political groupings, Cohen takes the Hausa as an 

illustration of his theory. He refutes previous suggestions that 

ethnic exclusiveness in African towns can be seen as a result of 

the tenporary nature of the dwellers who still feel the mill of the 

tribe, for in Sabo (the Hausa quarter of Thadan) it is the long tern 

Hausa settlers who rnerpetuate the distinctiveness of Hausa culture - 

not tha culture of the northern Hausa, but a new interoretation that 

Cohen sees as directly linked with the economic life of the nation as 

e whole, which is hased largely on trading. In the Vest African case, 

different ethnic groups exploit different ecologie niches and in 

trading between them the same ethnic group will try te control all 

stages of trade of particular commodities; because of difficulties of 

transport over long distances, combined with the need to have adequate 

information of trade progress, a common language and cultural. commmi- 

cation Pacilitates the passage of goods. According to Cohen, the re- 

suiting competition politicises ethnic groupe.
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Under indirect Rule, the Hausa were recognised as a distinct 

tribal group, and in Sabo this formal recognition of their political 

organisation enabled them to consolidate their economic position as 

controllers of the cattle and kola trade (although producers of 

neither). Under the nationalist movexent of the 1950s, their 

economic position was threatened at the same time that the ethnic 

exclusiveneas of Sabo was threatened by increasing interaction of 

Hausa and Yoruba in party politics and Islamic ritual, as well as the 

largely nationalistic ideology stressed by the government. During 

this time Sabo revitalised its cultural distinctiveness end adopted a 

fiercely puritanical sect, the Tijaniyve, in which the religious 

leadera became extremely powerful. Cohen sees this as a direct re- 

sponse to the changing situation, utilising cultural components in an 

essentially political act, so thet the reorganisation of religion was 

also a reorganisation of political structures, \¥hile inhibiting secial 

interaction with the Yoruba, it intensified the informal social inter- 

action within the Sabo quarter through traditional Hausa customs and 

values. 

in general, ethnic groups seelcing to organise their political 

functions informally are seen to be faced with a number of problems 

basic to political organisation, which are: 

1. Distinctiveness ~ preserved through ayths of origin and super- 

iority, descent and endogamy, spatial proximity. 

2e Communication - for example, through religious leaders. 

3. Decision-making ~ who formulates, deliberates and saskes the decisions. 

4. Authority.
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5. Ideology - for example, the forsulation of a kinship ideology 

or ritual ideology. Cohen conaiders that religion provides an 

especially powerful dynamic here, for it mobilises powerful emotions, 

formalates the political structure as part of a universal scheme, 

utilises the power of symbols and ritual relationa, which can be con- 

gtantly reinterpreted to suit the changing economic and political 

circumstances. Alse, of course, it provides for regular mectings, 

and through financing ite institutions, such as churches and schoola, 

enables them to take on political functions. 

6 Discipline - wainly effected through cerenonial. 

The nart played by religion in the situation deseribed by Cohen 

is interesting with reference to the importance of sectarian differences 

in ethnic groupings in Afghanistan. In Chanter Two I noted Canfield's 

observation that a change in religious sect in Afghanistan eften meant 

a change, both on conceptual and empirical levels, of athnic group. 

Another point Cohen sakes is that in an industrislising situation, 

tribal grmips may develop into clase groupings, and Cohen considers 

that if this does occur, then cultural differences become entrenched so 

that new roles are played out in traditional ethnie idioms. It would be 

interesting to see if thie is the case in Afghanistan in the face of 

industrialisation in Kabul and other towne such as Kunduz. Several 

writers have noted that the government and administrative elite is 

lergely Pashtun, with some penetration by Tajiks, and that the 

commercial sector is mainly Tajik. Industralisation in Afghanistan 

is, however, in preliminary stages and more extensive research would 

need to be urnjertaken to explore this area further.



If we follow B,rth's and Cohen's anaiysis, then, that the 

ethnic group should not be geen as a structural category, but as 

an ongoing process, we need, 4s a corollary, to understand how this 

group is defined and perceived by its members and non-members, any 

group, like the individual, being defined in terms of ‘the other.‘ 

Shibutand and Kwan’ have stated that: 

“An ethnic group consists of those who conceive of 

themselves ag being alike by virtue of their common 

ancestry, real or fictitious, an] whe are so re-~ 

garded by others.” (41965:47) 

Where ‘ethnic group’ may be seid to correspond to Cohen's ‘athnic 

category’ and Barth's ‘ethnic identity,’ J.C. Mitchel” perhaps 

clarifies this better by drawing a distinction between ethnicity as 

a construct of perceptual or cognitive phenomena and ethnic group 

as a construct of behaviourai phenomena. kthnicaty he defines as a 

set of meanings which the actors attribute to certain symbols and 

phenouenological characteristics, These are noticed more in sone 

situations than in others. (c.f.Sarth). This is, of course, in 

contradistinction to Cohen's definition of ethnicity which is based 

on the actual behaviour of groups in a conflict situation. It 

might be worth noting here that a clarification of terminology would 

certainly aid the pursuits of scholarship in this field. Perhaps 

% 
Jyotirundra bas Cupta” has the most satisfactory definition so far:- 

  

1e Shibutani, 1., and Kwan, K.M., Ethnic Stratification, New 
Yorks 19656 

Ze 

         ment in India, in Glazer ey and Floynihan, Der Ethnicity, 
Canbridge, Masse, 19756
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"“thnicity may be regarded as an enclosing device 

which carves cut 4 recognisable social collectivity 

based on certein shared perceptions of distinctive 

commoness often augmented by diachronic continuity.” 

(19753467) 

Pas Cupta's definition of the ethnic group iteclf as either a categoric 

or an sctive coumunity is similar to Barth's definition of ‘athan 

identity, utilisable in certain circumstances, latent in others. 

in poly-ethnic scoieties where colour plays a part in ethnic 

identity, the perceptual aspect often centres around colour and colour 

variations. Hastide and Raveau! note how valuea may infuse 

collective representations to alter perceptions~ 

‘There are sone representations which are above all 

images or signs, and are used assentially as means 

of comuunication, which makes them relatively neutral; 

there are others which are also values and are strongly 

affectively charged; the values which they represent 

change according to the civilisation baing sonetimes 

positive, sometimes negative, and this quality in 

itself determines behaviour, various reactions and 

inhibitions. Blackness and whitenesa fall in the 

second category of collective representations.’ (1972281) 

With reference to this point, we have already seen how physical charac- 

teristics in Afghanistan, Hazara Mongolcid traits, for example, were 

given negative values at certain pointe in the course of athnie conflict. 

Ferdinand, however, has stated that many psople calling thenselves 

Hagaras have no trace of Kongol physiognomy, so this area would need to 

  

1. Bastide, H., and Raveau, Ree Vardations on Black ¢ and White in 
Richmond, Bos ade é Be Bek Ae ; 2%. dhs 

oxford, 1972. 
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be explored much further before we can draw any conclusions about 

ethnic attituies in Afghanistan. 

Inherent in all analyses of ethnicity, whatever their aocio~ 

logical premises, is the point that ethnicity and social atratifi~ 

cation are linked factors in social organisation. ‘Stratification 

we may define ag the unequal distribution of rights and privileges 

in society, aml ethnic stratification as a distinctive example of 

this. In Western nation-states such as Britain, France, Spain and 

Switzerland, ethnic stratification may become a force for political 

separation that would not be possible on grounds of age, sex or 

economic atratification. In this sense, also then, ethnic stratifi- 

cation will affect class eclidarity. Stanley ldeberson! considers 

that there is a link betveen economic mobility and the structural 

methode for maintaining ethnic stratification. If there is no inter- 

generational mobility within each ethnic stratum, including the 

dominant one, then a caste situation exists end there is no need for 

discrimination, But if inter-cenerational mobility exists, then 

discrimination may be necessary. If the actual rates of mobility 

are high within the dominant ethnic group, then the maintenance of 

ethnic stratification will require several forms of discrimination and 

renression in order to keep the subordinate ethnic groups from moving 

cut of their subordinate economic vositions. This may be happening in 

Afghanistan in this century, since mobility among differant Pashtun 

generations has increased, especially in new areas of technology and 

the professions. 

Clearly, in discussing stratification of any type, it is important 
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to distinguish between the ideal and the actual hierarchy and to 

examine the links between the two. With reference to this point, 

I would suggest that the relationship between the Pashtuns and the 

Tajiks is relevant: the Tajiks have become important entrepreneurial 

members of the middle class, possibly threatening the Pashtun power 

elite. The Hagaras as a group have not entered into this particular 

power struggle and their ideal and actual position in the social 

hierarchy remain coterminous, 

Having accepted that ethnic stratification does exist, we need 

to examine how it is manifested. The new ethnic groups in Afghani- 

stan may not be the culturally discrete groups often identified by 

the ethnographer. New groups uay be formed in contact situations, 

as Cohen described in Ibadan, in urban migration and absorption into 

an industrialising society. Certainly in the vest, it has seemed a 

viable theory for anthropologists to advance. iaberal sociology has 

hitherto posited that ‘primordial’ groups, such as racial or ethnic 

ones, would phase out in modern societies, or that class differences 

would replace them. The overriding factor in this theory is that 

interest (largely economic) is the guiding factor in group development. 

With the evident growth of etknic groups in industrialised societies, 

overriding class differences, the sociologists have been forced to 

conclude that interest can be pursued by ethnic as well as by interest-— 

defined groups. As Daniel Bell has remarked! , ‘ethnicity combines 

interest with an affective tie.' The argument here, as advanced by 
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Glaser and Moynihan in their introduction to ‘thnicity' is that 

the ethnic group forms a feasible political force for mobilisation 

in the increasingly powerful modern state, a state in which there is 

a conflict between the egalitarian ideal and the differential achieve- 

nent of norms. Here, the ethnically defined group may be a more 

effective baurgeiner than other grours. Thus, for exammle, velsh 

end Scottish Nationalist forces may be mara poverful than traditional 

class associations, such sas the Communist Party. Francois Bourricaud’, 

after considering ethnic stretification in veru, concludes similarly:- 

"It seema to me that questions of ethnicity emerge 

only in a society in which the valve system has al- 

ready become oriented towards achievement, and where 

barriers between groups, if not broken down or over- 

turned, have at least been eroded by a multiplicity 

of economic and non-economic transactions. ‘ 

his last group of writers, who are mainly concerned with ‘estern 

societies, sea the ethnie group as becoming a Viable political force, 

utilising cultural and affective ties to secure their membership. 

:hen industrial conflict has become institutionalised, as in the 

vest, Glass struggle loses ita potential. <thnic struggle, on the 

other hand may be more effective. As Afghanistan is an essentially 

agricultural econony, only beginning to industrialise, the temptation 

would be to suspect that in this case, the reverse process is occurring; 

that tribal and ethnic affiliations are slowly being replaced by class 
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groupings. At the moment, with the evidence available to us, it 

is impossible to make eny definitive statement on this subject. 

On examination of the historical evidence, however, it in possible 

to discern several trends in ethnic relations in Afghanistan, illus~ 

trating Donald Horowite's remark! that ‘group identity tends to expand 

or contract to fill the political space available for ite expression.' 

Looking at the Hegaras from a historical point of view, ve have seen 

thet they have been continually at war with the religious and secular 

authorities. As the lowest group on the secial scale, they have had 

their lands taken and their population scattered over the country. 

shile nomads have been settled on their lands, Nazaras themselves 

have been forced to migrate to urban centres for work. In most cases 

they have moved from rural to urban poverty and gained Little political 

control over their own situation. These movements have been a result 

of what we may call external and internal imperislism. Afghanistan 

has perhaps followed a similiar pattern to other Third Vorid countries 

in its recent pursuit of nationulistic ideals, overriding ethnic and 

sectarian differences, This nationalistic pursuit itself is a result 

of political changes in the balance of power between the surrounding 

countries, and other wore distant but interested parties, such as the 

USA. Internally, this nationaliam has resulted in a greater degree 

of state control. A secular wonopoliaation of control hag been 

legitimised by the religious sanction of Sunnianm. 

Briefly then, the outlines are forces of imperialism and nation- 

alism shifting ethnic groups, in one sense aiming to destroy affilia- 
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tions, aml in another perpetuating social stratification along ethnic 

lines. The Tajike, certainly, through their entrepreneurial activi- 

ties have elevated their status te that of the bourgeoiale, but the 

Hazarae are blocxed from both economic aml symbolic improvements in 

their status. Jhdserimination on grounds ef physical appearance, in- 

voking zenstic factors, aids this perpetuation of stratification. 

This is to describe the situation as if it were static and the 

actore merely passive. Of course this is not the case, as we saw 

in the deseription of Hazara resistance to the Sunnis in Chapter Four. 

This particular aspect of group conflict appears to have been one of 

the main characteristics of ethnic relations in Afghanisten, according 

to the availabie evidence. It ig important to remember that we are 

dealing with what we may call, to use J.S.Fwmivall's definition’, 

a plural society, i.e. 4 society compromising two or more social 

orders wldch coexist but do not mingle in one political unit. Ia 

political terms, the plural society resembles a confederation of allied 

provinces, but differs in that one part of a confederation could 

secede without total disruption, because in «# confederation territorial 

boundaries are very cisar. ina plural state, however, the elements 

are too intermingled for this to apply. This lack of clear boundaries 

in a plural society is also demonstrated economically in the fact that 

social demand is generally disorganised and variant; the only meeting 

place economically is the market place. In the case of Afghanistan 

one could point here to the nomad basaars discussed in the previous 

chapter, as an example of this economic meeting place. Furnivall 
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notes that the distribution of production among racial castes 

aggravates the sectionalisa of demand, so that while Weatern political 

and economic theories deal with social will and demand, the problem 

in the plural soclaty is to integrate that dewmend. Furnivall is 

nere taking hia immediate point of reference from the colonial situa- 

tion of Indonesia, but as his discussion of the plural society is 

essentially sociological and therefore general, it seems not un- 

reasonable to extend the argument to a polyethnic, non-cclonial situa- 

tion such as Afghanistan. kKegarding nationalian, Furnivall considers 

that in a plural society it is rather like intermationsliam. In 

nineteenth century Europe nationalism was a revolt ageinst the 

liberalisu of luisser~faire, a desire to protect individual social 

organisations against this type of economic internationalism. 

Nationalisa in a plural society, on the other hand, is a disruptive 

force and does not consolidate the social order. 

Although Fienivall's diseussion of the nlural society is largely 

crawn from the Indonesian example, and thus a colonial situation, many 

of the charecteristice delineated above would seem to apply also to 

Afghanistan. If we base our discussion on the premise therefore 

that Afghanistan is a plural society, the next problem in the analysis 

of conflict in this plural society, is whether the society is considered 

to be a totality. Uociolomically, this premise is a common starting 

voint, especially if there are tangible political boundaries containing 

*he populations But in the actors’ model of the situation, it is 

doubtful how many of the popujation of such @ society would in fact 

conceive of themselves aa members of a totel society, merely because of
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distant political boundaries drawn on a map and enforced by frontier 

control, The devolutionary movements in Britain, Spein and France, 

for example, would seem to bear this out. 

In taking the sociological view of a society as a total system, — 

it is commoniy assumed as a corollary that conflict maintains a balance 

in the system, and thus perpetuates the system itself. In this sense, 

conflict sets boundaries between grouns, strengthening group conscious- 

ness and awareness, while maintaining the total social system. This 

theory has generally been attributed to the segmentary type of society 

described by Hvans-Pritchard in “She Nuer.'' On the other hand, in 

a society where there is a considerable degree of class, caste or other, 

perhaps ethnic, stratification, with considerable social mobility, 

then this ideal balance may be impossible to maintain and conflict 

may then serve other purposes. The main consideration here becomes 

the legitimacy of the social order i.e. its acceptance by the population. 

This point would appear to be especially pertinent to Afghanistan, 

where the Sunni Pashtuns took control of the growing state of Afghanistan 

in the nineteenth century and have consolidated that power in the 

twentieth, That the control was not always legitimised is seen in 

the resistance of the Hazaras and other minority ethnic groups in the 

late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Inextricably bound up 

with the overt political aspects of group conflict in Afghanistan was 

the religious sanction given to it. In general, the main body of any 

church is inclusive whereas the sect is exclusive, so that this may be 
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considered a parallel example of conflict setting boundaries between 

groups: the religious split mirrored and supported the political 

cleavage. Lewis Coser, in hia discussion of social conflict’ , 

mentions certain aspects of conflict relations with regard to actual 

warfare, which again are pertinent to the Hazara - Afghan conflict. 

He notes that if a group coheres under attack it must heave, firstly, 

a consensus that the aggregate is a group and its preservation is 

worthwhile, and secondly, that the outside threat is menacing the 

whole of the group. Certainly, in the case of the Hazara wars, as 

we saw in Chapter Four, animosity was at a lower level in the first 

half of the nineteenth century, and that the Hazaras were split up into 

tribal and territorial affiliations. The threat of internal imperialism 

from the Pathans does appear to have coalesced the Hazaras into a 

clearly defined group. | Again, the religious opposition between 

Sunni and Shi'a strengthened the emotive feelings of group solidarity, 

as would other cultural differences such as language and social struc~ 

ture, 

This example of group affiliation is also manifested in the 

opposition to the influx of nomads into the Hazarajat, for once more 

Hazara was polarised against Pashtun, Shi'a against Sunni. Recently, 

however, a different pattern appears to be evolving. Economic and 

political circumstances have resulted in the destruction of Hazara 

tribal and even territorial affiliations. Large mumbers are migrating 

to urban centres where they perform similar work to the Untouchables in 
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India. They do not appear to be developing into a rudimentary 

proletariat, as industry expands, for factories generally still re-_ 

cruit from other ethnic groups. In addition, the state bureaucracy 

has considered its Pashtun~lominated control over the vrovinces, while 

the Tajike have expanded their influence in the commercial sector. 

Education, the traditional avenue out of the slum, has yet to offer 

much to the lazaras. The Hagaras as s marginal group were probably 

not inreceipt of mich of the foreign aid that has come into Afghanistan 

in recent decades, but no doubt the lessening of this aid has hit them 

as well. 

We cannot aay, therefore, that previous tribal conflict has de- 

veloped into class conflict along ethnic lines in Afghanistan. At 

the same time, it is doubtful, or at least problematic, how much 

changing economic anid political circumstances, involving movement of 

population, changes in occupation and less of certain cultural traits, 

has actually shifted ethnic boundaries. This also would provide an 

interesting focus for future research. 

While Afghanistan remains an essentially agricultural country, 

it is important to understand the formation of ethnic groups in the 

rural context, as well as in the urban context more frequently studied 

by writers on ethnicity. Robert Canfield! is our sole source on this 

question with reference to Afghanistan and he haa been concerned to 

demonstrate the inportance of ecologic and political factors for the 
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development of rural ethnic groups, notably in the Bamian area. 

He defines the rural ethnic group as:- 

“A rural ethnic group, in addition to being 

marginally located, is a group of people having 

a COMMON economic and political interest, because 

of which they stand together in opposition to 

other groups und the state, and a common sense of 

cultural identity validated by ethnic and/or re- 

ligious customs." (197551512) 

While ecologic factors are important in the formation of rural ethnic 

groups (ef. Barth 1956), socio-political incentives are relevant as 

well, and these have a spatial dimension. It is common throughout 

the Middle Hast for dominant sects to be found in lowland areas and 

heterodox sects in highland areas; thua where the crucial political 

categories are religious, the marginal populations are seen as being 

heretical. here the crucial political categories are ethnic or 

nationalistic, the marginal populations are often found to be ethni- 

cally distinct. 

Canfield examines the processes controlling the location of 

rural ethnic groups and attempts to outline the dynamics of ethnic 

ascription with the empirical conditions that influence behaviour and 

symbolic aspects of Hazara life. The spatial dimension of group 

formation is revealed through the importance of relative distance, 

defined through transport technology and ecologic relations. In 

Bamlan itself, Canfield considers that effective distances have signi- 

ficantly controlled the alignments of Bamian's residents, drawing 

them into different sectiona whose political alignments are expressed
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as different religious allegiences. The sectarian expression of 

political alliance is such that to be a Sunni in Afghanistan is in 

some sense to be identified with the ruling institution and the 

Sunni sources of authority on which its administrative system partly 

depends. To be Imimi is to be identified with the resistance that 

once warfed against, and even now remains isolated from, the ruling 

institution. 

In Afghanistan in general, then, and in Bamian in particular, 

sectarian identity is seen to be the basis of social identity. Sects 

are thus political interest groups where form and distribution are 

controlled by their social, cultural and geographical contexts. 

These interest groups mobilise cultural components in their process 

of self-definition; the aspecta chosen and the direction taken being 

largely determined by the identities of the other interest groupa and 

the state itself. If religious differences are then the overriding 

criteria of social segmentation in Afghanistan, and as the state has 

allied itself specifically with the Hanafi branch of Sunniem, it is to 

be expected that minority groups in competition with state structures 

will ally themselves with an alternative religious grouping. In the 

case of the Hageras, this has been the Imani sect of Sumdon as I 

noted in Chapter One, or with the more remote groups whe find them 

selves in contradistinetion to both Imamie and Sunnis, the change has 

been to Ismailiem. Thus factionslism is seen to result fron political 

and economic competition, and at the same time is encouraged by énviron- 

mental factors. 

Canfield (1974) has outlined the factionalism inhurent in the
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Hasarajat, and relates the historical processes, so far as they 

are known to the geophysical conditiona existing in the area. Up 

to the nineteenth century, as we have seen previously, the Hazaras 

were pastoralists, though developing into agriculturalists. The 

political units were formed of settlement clusters, organised mainly 

ona tribal basis. The sultans controlled the central valley of 

each region and the subservient chiefs administered the marginal 

areas. The Mongol kinship system that appears to have been extant 

among the Hazaras in the nineteenth century (see Table p.123 } 

suggests the principle of primogeniture and the organisation of 

ranked lineages in which the descendents of the line of first sone 

were preeminents. As I noted in Chapter Three, Canfield sugzests 

that the subservient chiefs, though siblings or sousina of the sultan, 

may have developed desires for autonomy, whieh would have been facili- 

tated by the scologic conditions of the area (natural ecologic regions 

of low plains surrounded by smill valleys). Those chiefs in the more 

marginal positions in the highland velleya would not always be at a 

disadvantage, because in their isolated position they could effect 

some measure of control and autonomy. In this way, the fragmented 

nature of Jagara society was inextricably related to the fragmentation 

of the Hagarajat itself, 

At the present time, this factionalism continues, though now 

organised on sectarian lines. It is most notable in Shibar, the 

area which forms the main focus of Canfield's investigation (1973). 

Here, as already briefly mentioned in Chapter Two, sectarian lines 

criss-cross the highland valleys, forming a pattern of religious



allegiences in which neighbourhood villages often belong to different 

sects. The dividing line between the sects sometimes cute through 

hamlet groups consisting of closely related kinsmen. In Lebnurshak 

valley there are three ceses of sectarian allegience cutting through 

territorial and kinship groupings. This involves considerable social 

division and separation as I described in Chapter Two. Canfield 

attempts to explein this by examining beth internal circumstances of 

social division and the historical background of the general divisions 

in Afghanistan. 

inherent in the social ties ties drawing people together in 

neighbourhoods and communities are tensions working to rend them apart, 

so that former bonda are dissolved and new social alignments are con- 

structed. Division and cohesion are therefore veriants in the social 

system and are responsive to environmental factors of the kind already 

discussed. Qgumi, for example, the members of the oewn community, 

are functionally united through their common dependence on an irrigation 

canal, their mutual help arrangements, their intricate ties of descent 

and affinity, and their patterns of reciprocal sharing. Cinship 

closeness, political solidarity, religious unity and territorial 

grouping are thus conceptualised into the single concept of the kinship- 

based gawm comamity. Canfield treats the phenomenon of deviance fron 

the gawm ua an individual matter aud outlines the processes by which the 

deviant or disputant may cope with the situation. migration ie given 

48 one possibility and conversion as another. sanfield mentions one 

example where of three brothers, originally Ismaili, two changed to 

Sunni and Imami after an inheritance disagreenent. Unfortunately,



Canfield has no date on an actual converaion, ao that his analysis 

is hypothetical, based on evidence that conversions have taken place. 

Conversion from Iswailiam to Imamiem is suggested to take a different 

form from that of conversion of either two to Sunnism. he first 

will involve a shift of allegience from one saint to another, as 

they are the functional focdi of the sect; the second may involve a 

whole process of upward social mobility, as for example in the case 

where an Ismaili or Imami Hazera bride is given to a wealthy Sunni. 

In fact, this discussion of conversion is the least satisfactory 

part of Canfiecld's study, because the political implications of the 

different sect change permutations are practically ignored. ‘The 

lack of adequate evidence is also disappointing, because there is no 

substantiation for the assumption of the existence of conversion. 

There is an attempt to relate conversion to historical processes, 

however, in that as Tajik and Pushtan commercial and administrative 

interests strengthened their hold on the market town of Bamian in the 

nineteenth century, the population changed to Sunmnisa, as part of an 

adaptive process, but this is not substantiated. 

Two main conclusions drawn from Canfield's study of Bamian refer 

firstly to the regular distribution of sects within the area as a 

whole, and secondly to the partiewlar nature of community fiseien in 

Shibar . As far as the first is concerned, economic and political 

interconnections between Tagaw and the national economy and government 

administration are expressed in terms of the alignments of the population 

with Sunnism, If the identity of an interest group is based on its
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socio-political context, then either the group conceives of its 

identity as complementary to others, or in opposition. In the case 

of Tagaw, the lowland plain where the town of Bamian is situated, 

economic and political factors have resulted in the stressing of com- 

plementarity, expressed in Afghan terms, through religion. . On the 

other hand, the highland populations, existing primarily through sub- 

sistence activities are only marginally integrated into the national 

economy and have expressed their difference through Imamiasm, The 

Ismailis live in a frontier sone where the influence of external power 

groups has historically been weak. As far as the particular community 

fission in Shibar is concerned, Canfield considers that only in this 

area are ecologic conditions conducive to a breakdown in community 

solidarity, because of the importance of rainfall agriculture, which, 

unlike irrigation agriculture requires little group solidarity. 

Conversion to an opposing sect is seen as an attempt on the part of 

the disputants to realign themselves to another group of kinsmen, 

who are identified with another sect. 

In general terms, Canfield considers that the pattern of sec- 

tarian division in Bamian is analogous to that of Afghanistan as a 

wholes Sunnis control the economic centres, Imamis occupy the marginal 

lands of the Hazarajat and the Ghorian desert, and Ismailis occupy 

the remote lands of the Hindu Kush - Pamir ranges between the centres 

of Sunni and Imami influence. Historically, the identity of political 

groups in Afghanistan has been seen as expressed in terms of patri- 

lineal descent groups, such as Pushtun, Hazara, Uzbek etc., but as the 

coalition of Afghan tribes grew into a ruling institution legitimised
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under Sumniam, opposition was expressed in the antithetical sectarian 

categories of Imamism and Ismailisn. 

Canfield's discussion of rural ethnie groups in Afghanistan is 

useful in that it suggests some of the possible dynamics for group 

ascription, and illustrates the connection between religious and 

political factors in ethnic relations in Afghanistan. It is, however, 

a preliminary discussion, but one nevertheless that could be used as 

a basis for future research, More work could be done on the com- 

position of the rural ethnic groups, attitudes between groups and 

towards the nation in general, the role of the saints, the different 

ritual and symbolic forces involved in sectarian membership and 

their relation to political structures on the micre - and macro-levels, 

This chapter has, I hope, raised several issues with reference to 

the general anziysis of ethnicity and also to the particular situation 

of ethnic relations in Afghanistan. The contemporary discussion of 

ethnicity has lifted the issue out of mere ethnographic categories into 

&@ more encompassing view of the ethnic group as an ongoing and 

essentially political process, that utilises cultural components in 

its formation and self definition. In Canfield's work, for example, 

we have seen a practical demonstration of this, indicating how rural 

ethnic groups, among populations that might all be categorised as 

Hazara by the ethnographer, can be seen essentially as interest groups, 

motivated by economic considerations and utilising the locally signifi- 

cant factor of sectarian differentiation in shaping their identity. 

The previous chapters have attempted to indicate changes in
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ethnic relations in Afghanistan in the last hundred and fifty years, 

on the macro~level, because extensive data on individual circumstances 

was not available. Previously discrete descent groups were brought 

into contact with each other through the forces of imperialism and 

nationalism, Ethnie boundaries appear to have been maintained, 

however, in a situation where religion, in the form of sectarian 

differentiation, became the defining factor in group identity. 

In the twentieth century, Pashtun monopolisation of atate power was 

consolidated and even as urbanisation and small scale industrialisation 

increased, ethnic affiliation persisted. New implications for ethnic 

relations have arisen in recent ysars, as I have suggested, and it 

remains for further researdh to increase our understanding of then,
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Taken from Ferdinand, K., Preliminary Notes on Hazara Culture, p.46-50. 
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* This inciudes terms from Besud, Dai Zangi, Ghazni, Jaghori, 
Shahristan and Uruggan.
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These kinship terns are theoreticals women are often named as the 

mother of so and so, younger people by their first name and respected 

elder people by the kinship term. Central Hazaragi is more Mongolian 

than Northern Hazaragi and is also more influenced by Turkish. 

Ferdinand's informant stated that Central Hazaragi was expanding and 

that new terms were coming to Ghorband from Dai Zangi via Yakawlang.
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ferms taken from Schurmann, H.F., The Mongols of Afghanistan, ».136-138. 

I have simplified Schurmann's transliteration. 
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aba 

birar 

bacha 

dukhtar 

ama am 

amma - 

taghai dai 

khala - 

baba-i-khalan barkul 

medarei~khalan bibi 

baba-i~kalan barkul 

madar-iekalan bibi 

~ pasar~-i-ami 

- khola 

~ dai 

anna jeia 

bola hamma 

bola - 

birarzada - 

amma, - 

khwarzada jeia 

khvarzada - 

~~ 

gaghori 

abai 

ata
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Dai Kundi Besud Uruzgan waghori 

Wi khatun khatun - - 
Hu sohar - ~ ~ 
Da Hu ddmad - ~- - 
So Wi - ~ aris - 

Although this is an incomplete list, Schurmann concludes that the pattern 

is identical with that most widespread in Afghanistan, there being no 

distinctions between elder and younger siblings. The retention of 

abaghe and nagachi indicates a historical relationship with the Mongols, 

as does jeia and bola, but structurally the kinship terminology is the 

same as that in the rest of Afghanistan. 

However, Canfield, R.L., in Petrified Minds and the amity of wolves 

Suggests that there is evidence of a Mongol kinship system which dis- 

tinguishes older from younger siblings, and thus suggests the existence 

of primogeniture. ‘aking his evidence from Bacon, E., (1958:77) and. 

Canfield, R.L., (1973:48), he suggests that previous to the nineteenth 

century, by which time the tribal structure had begun to break up, the 

Hazaras were organised in ranked lineages in which the descendants of the 

line of first sons were pre-eminent, He compares certain Mongol terms 

with those of Hazaragi, the location not being identified:- 

Mongol. Hazarags. 
Elder brother agha kake 
younger brother in brar 
elder sister apa apa 
younger sis‘er qaryandas/sinli xhwar
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