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‘Afghanistan forms neither a geographical nor an ethnographic
unit; rather it is a conglomeration of different races and tribss
who are only held together by the common religious bond of Islam

and the rule of the Barakzais.®

B.N. Datts, An enguiry into the raciel

t. 4 62306 '. 3 ! L ¢

the nelghbouring areas of the Hindu Kush,

Man in Indias, 1939.

'Successive travellers will in vain sndeavour by their observations
and researches in the Mohamedsn districts of Central Asia, to glive
exact ideas of that country and population that will be correct

for any iength of time, ‘They will never be able to do more than
describe with precision the state in which they find it, on sccount
of the mltiplicity of political changes, folloved by the displace-
ment of whole tribes, the turning of rivers and the destruction of
towns near the ruins of which others will rise in an ineredibly short
space of time......How is it possible to establish any system for

the future student or traveller where everything is perpetually

changing or even to relate distinotly what has happened??
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ARSTRACT



The study of Afghanistan has been more limited than that of
other areas of the Moslem world. Afghanistan tends to fall
outside the neat categories of Middle East, South Asia or
Central 4Asia, utilised by historians and social scientistse.
Indeed, up until the nineteenth century, the area was only
rarely penetrated by western travellers or scholars and meny
were hampered in their investigations by a hostile or inaccess-
ible situation. The accounts of this period were often writien
by Buropean army officers or travellers and such sources, some
of whic1 have been used in the present study, need to be read
with caution. An awareness of the writerts backgrounds, ftrain-
ing and motives is important, because some reports are bialed
and perhapes not as reliable as one would wish. A more accurate
picture of this period'could possibly be obtained by consulting
archives in Kabul, and it is hoyed that this will be carried
out at a future date.

With the increase of foreign political and economic influence

in the area, Afghanistan in the twentieth century has been more
open to Western ethnographers and other social scientists. These
have been mainly American, Russian, German, French and Danish
and the Central Asian Research Centre in London has assisted

researchers in collecting and translating various works. How-

taken little study in Afghanistan.

The present study is not based on {ieldwork and therefore aticmpis

to examine one ethnic group in Afghanistian with the help of library
materigls available in Britain., The Hazaras are a2 minority ethnic
group, with a history of slavery and oyppression, who have atiracted
the attention of foreign ethnographers because of their supposed
Mongol descent., They are the main religious heterodox group

in Afghanistan and this fact appears to have considerable import-
ance in their ryelationship with the ruling Pashtuns. Accordingly

I have attempted here to ocutline some of the main features of
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ethnic relations in Afghanistan, concentrating particularly on
the Bazara-Peshtun relationship as it has developed or chenged
in the last hundred years. This discussion may indicate general

directions for the analysis of ethnicity and the ethnic group.

Sources for this thesis were found in two main areas. Firstly
secondary sources on Afghanistan in recent years were available
in libraries in Cxford andlLondon., These were mainly English

and American, thus omitting much possibly relevant Russien mater-—
ial, although scme Russian articles in translation were available
from the Central Asian Research Centre. Primary sources and

rare volumes were consulted at the India Office archives, which
forms a valuable repository for information received through

British sources in India and Afghanisian,.

Chapter One of the thesis provides an introduction to Afghan
society, outlining the contemporary environmenial and social
divisions. In Chapter Two, recent ethnography is utilised to
present a description of Hazara societly of the last thirty years.
Chapter Three takes the historical viewpoint of discussing the
various theories of Hazarz ethnogeresis znd also describes the
state of Hazara society in the nineteenth century, when the forces
of Buropean imperialism and Afghan nationalism were already be-
ginnins to impirnge on the isolation o’ tne Hazarss and to effect

changes in ethnic relations. The fourth chapter suggests certain

Q

results of these changes; the Hazara resistance to the rise of

n which sectarian allegiences were

ot
st
o
£
o
H

the Sunni state and
mobilised 23 political forces. One pariticular area wnere gihnic
relations have been crucial in an eccnomic and possibly political
sense is in the relationship between the sedentary Hazaras and

the Pashtun nomads, and this is discussed in Chapter Five. Chapter
six finally attempts to review these developments descrit d,‘in

the light of co zben porary theories of ethnicitys Further research
and fieldwork would enable a more definitive anthropological

study to be underiaken, but the present study limits itself to
describing {he changes in ethnic relazions and suggesting points

for more deteiled investigatione.
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This introductory chapter illustrates the general environnental,
social and volitical divisions to be found in contemporary Afghanistan,
It therefore provides a background for the more apecific discussion of
the llzzeras and their relationship with other ethnic groups, given in

the following chapters,

Afghenistan has stood at the crossroads of four ecological and
cultural areas: the Middle East, Central Asia, India and the FPar Bast.
The mountains of the Hindu Kush have acted as a breakwater, diverting
westwards the migrations frm Asis and the expansion of empires from
the time of Alexander to Tamerlane. As the Central and South Asian
Empires declined, the nineteenth century saw the rise of British and
Russian influence in the area. From this mixture of gmmlations;
languages and cultures, developing over centuries, Afghanistan is now

8 conglomerate of Aryan, Mongolisn, Dravidian and Semitic elements,

The Kingdom of Afghanistan is generally considered to have been
founded in 1747 under Almad Shah Durrani, but the creation of the
nation atate was largély effected during the reign of Amir Abdur Xahmen
(1880-1901)s  However, the concept of nationhood is still confined to
an educated elite, most people identifying thenmselves with place of
origin or etimic affiliation. The term 'Afghan' is still tsaken by
most people to be synonymous with 'Pashtun', thus indicating the pro-
minence of the Pashtuns in Afghan political life, lot aurpriaingly,
in such a diverse situation, the construction of & centralised govern-
ment and the expansion of state control has proved difficult and met

with considerable resistance, The Constitution of 1964, modelled on
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the Western liberal-democratic ideal, provides for a bi-cameral
parlisment, one house of which is elected by the people. By di-~
viding the country into more administrative districts than ever before,
it also increases the presence of the govermment bureaucratie machine
in the provinces, But even now this contrel is not uniform throughout

: Paktya
and is noticeably resisted in border provinces such as ibha%g.

Concurrent with the development of the state of Afghanistan in
the world political scene, has been an attempted 'Pashtunisation' of
the country. The gove:nmant has thus promoted, at various judicious
moments, the Pashto language, the Aryan origins of the top strata of
the population and the creation of the atate of 'Pashtunistan', all
supposedly 'national' issues, Pashto and Persian both dominate the
media-and education, but nevertheless, ethnic and cultﬁral differences
persist, in a situation where industrialisation and Westernisation have

not yet developed to any considerable degree outside Xabul,

En nmental Divisio

Afghanistan is a very varied country geographically, as the map
on page 164indicates, The country is dominated by thg mountainsus
core of the Hindu Kush which stretches six hundred miles from south-
west to northeast and provides the aource’for the four main rivers:
the Amu Darya (Oxus), Hari Rud,Helmand-Arghandab and the Kabul River,
North of the Hindu Kush are the Turkestan plains and to the south and
southwest are stony deserts. Much of the country is semi-desert,

with bare rock at altitudes of over 14,000 feet, although the fertile



Pe3

area of Jalalabad provides an exception, The Hagzarajat, where a

large proportion of the Hazara population is found, forms the greater
part of the central mountains, This is a barren elevated tableland
with summits of up to 17,000 feet and forms the least production agri-
cultural area in the whole country. The few wide valleys are usually
inhabited and cultivated or used as summer grazing grounds, ailags,

for livestock. The pasturage is exploited by Pashtun nomads and
Hagaras, but in the higher regions subsistence living is reduced %o

a very low level and is a contributory cause of the considersbie
seasonal migration to the cities, Climatic conditions are also difficult;
in Ghor, for example, itemperatures may range between - 12.2°C in
January to 24.9% in July, and rainfall between Omm. in October to 9%mm.
in April. In the winter heavy snows occur in the Hazarajat and wolves
are prominent. Where conditions are favourable, crops (ineluding wheat
and barley,) are grown on the irrigated land, and the government is
encouraging the plantation of poplar trées in the most low-lying aress.
Various ores such &8 iron, zine and copper as well as marble and Jjade
are found in the area, but it is not known to what extent these are

exploited.

The areé around Xabul has beeﬁ the most open tp new developments
in agriculture, with experimental farms being set up and vthe development
of viticulﬁre in Baghlan, north of Kabul, But although parts of
the Hasarajat were on thar traditional trade route from Indis to Balkh,
the ares has been reiatively unaffected by modern developments, ~ The

Kabul Times Annual of ‘i%?1 stated that in the Uruzgan area no use was

1. Kabul Times Annual, Kabul, 1967, p.149.
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made of modern tools, machinery or fertilisers, but that in Bamian
and Ghor the government was planning to set up experimental farms and
in Wardak attempts were being made to increase wheat production.

Ethnic Divisions

Within this disparate ecological setting of Afghanistan are
found the various ethnic groups., The population is almost entirely
Hoslem, with various Indo-Buropean languages being spoken, but as
Persian, Central-Asian, Sino-Siberian, European (Hellenistic and
Roman), Indian, Turkish, Arab and Nongol populations have contributed
towards the composition of the present inhabitants, the situation is
inevitably rather complex. |

The map on page |b5 indicates ‘the major ethnie groups and their
distribution today., No national census has yet been taken and popu-
lation estimates vary Setween 8 and 16 million. Ludolf Fiseher1 » for
example, suggests a population of 15 million, _composed of 12} million
sedentary persons and 2% million nomads.

The Pashtuns are the most préminent ethnic group in the political
sector, and their relationship with the ﬁazaras has. been most crucial
in ﬁems of the changes inr Hagzara sbciety. Fashtuns, or 'Afghans’ as
they are known within the country, are of a Mountain Iranian stock that

became nomadic after the Turco-Mongol invasions of the thirteenth cezifury.

1. Fischer,L., Geomedi
1968' p077.
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They are mainly Sunni Moslems and form roughly half the population of
the country, All of southern Afghanistan is populated by Pashtun
tribes and the sedentary groups form the major sector of all urban
populations, The Royal family, of which the present President and
Prime Minister, Daud1 » 18 & member, have always been members of a
Pashtun tribe and at present the government, control of the media and
the highest ranks of professionals are in the hands of Pashtuns,
Although Tajiks are increasingly represented in the ministries and
commerce, it seems fair to say that monopolisation of political power

and resources is held by one ethnic group.

Pashto is one of the two official languages, though theb other,
Persian, is increasingly spoken in the towns and is almost exclusively
used within the Kabul-based administration., On the whole, the

dominant Afghan element at the moment is XKabuli and Persianised.

The Mongol populations in Afghanistan are generally divided into
three groups: the Moghols, previously resident in Ghor, but now
settled in the Herat area, who are culturally and physically indis-
tinguishable from the other groups, but who have retained elements of
their Hongol language and are Sunnis; the Chahar Aimagq, Persian-speaking
tribes living in Herat and Maimana Provinces, generally considered to
be an 0ld Iranian population, but as their name suggests - chshar
(foursPersian) and aimag (tribe:Turco-Mongol) - they have been exposed

to Central Asian influence and admixture. They are aleo Sunnis, The

1. He deposed his brother-in-law and first cousin, King Mohamed
Zghir Shah on 17th July 1973, declaring the country a republic.
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third group (the Hazaras), are the focus of this study, and are
sedentary mountaineer agriculturalists, one million in number, often
mongoloid in features and speaking the Tajik dialect of Persisn.

In the Hazarajat area they are almost entirely Imami Shi'as, but
those found further north near Mazar-i-Sharif ami Qataghan as well as
some in Beswd, sre Ismailis. Increasing numbers of Hazaras are
moving to the towns of Afghanistan, especially io Kabul, either as

seasonal workers or permanent migrants.

The Tajiks have been mentioned as increasing their influence
in the economic and professional sector, but in fact they cannot be
described as one diachronic ethnic group. The term Tajik covers a
vide range of peoples in Afghanisten, the Soviet Central Asian Re-
mibiics and Chinese Sinkiang and generally refers to Persian speaking
sedentary Moslems. In Afghenistan, this includes Heratis, Tajiks
in Turkestan and the Mountein Tajiks of the Hindu Kush area, notably

in Badakhshan.

Turkic populations are found in the Horth of Afghanistan,
in ‘estern Yurkestan and larger populations of Uzbsks throughout the
area. These latter are descendants of an aboriginal Iranian population
now Turkicised and nomadic end semi-nomadic groups relatad to the Qars
qalpagqs and the Qemakhs, Other ethnic groups in contemporary
Afghanistan include Nuristanis in Zast Afghanistan, Baluchis and
Brahmins in the Southern deserts and small mumbers of vikhs, Arabs
and Jews 1In the towns.

Helips 13

It is significant that the Pashtun monopoly of governmental control
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has been partly legitimated by their Sunni affiliation. The
majority of the population in Afghaniatén are Sunni Moslems, with

the Shi'as in a minority, and there is a history of discrimination

and emnity between the twoe groups within the country as a whole, as
throughout the Moslem world. Briefly, Sunnism, to which a mg jority
of Moslems adhere, is taken fo mean the orthodox position within
Islam, Thelggggg, or codes for Moslem behaviour, were originally
formulanted as an amalgamation of ancienﬁ custom, contemporary practice
and the ideal behaviour of the Prophet as enshrined in tradition. The
Hanafi branch of Sunnism was declared the official religion of Afghani-
stan in the Constitutions of 1931 and 1964, though the degrees of im-
plementation of this constitutional point have varied from $ime to

time, as I shall discuss later,

Shi'ism, the largest Islamic sect, began as a political movement
among the Arabs themselves as a revolt against the Sunni ruling
classes, rather than a theological opposition to Sunni doctrine. The
word 'shi'ah' wmeans 'the party' and refers to the original followers
who wanted the control of the state to be given to a charismatic leader.
The first main divergence is seen in the Shi'ite veneration of Ali and
his descendants, the Amems, as legitimate successors of the Prophet,

A reliance on the consensus of the commnity was thus replaced by a
belief in the infallibility of the imams and the mujtahids, the leading
theologians. One authority on Islam characterises Shi'ism thus:~

'On the one hand their religion was centred on g
principle of absolute personal authority, foreign
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both in politics and religion to the orthodox theory,
and on the other hand it permitted a much wider
measure of development and adaptation to the circum-
stances of successive generations under the theoretical
guidance of the divmely inspired Iuam, o

The second main divergence centres around the passion motif and
Hussein's death, seen as a redemptive suffering whereby his true
followers may enter lParadise. This is duly celebrated in the re-
enactment of his funeral, the self-flagellation and the Passion Play
of the Tenth of Muharram. It is generally considered that Shi'ism is
more mystical than Sunnism, indicated by the development of Sufism, and

has kept a eloser link between the secular and the religious,

For practicsl purposes, there are differences in Sunni and Shi'a
law and in inheritance rights, especially those relating to women, which
are more favourable in Shi'a law. A sister, for example, inherits half
of her brother's share in the patrimony, and as inheritance favours Mo,
Fa, Hu, ¥i, So, De, as opposed to agnates and collaterals. it is there-
fore possible for & woman to inherit an entire estate, which would be im~
possible under Sunni law, Temporary marriage is said to be allowed
among the Shi's Hazaras2 in which a written contract is signed, speci-
fying the duration of the marriage and a nominal bride price, Wilbur's
explanation is that these temporary marriages are considered to be ex~

pedient if a tribal chief wishes to entertain lavishly and thus needs

19 G‘ibb’ HOA.R-’ MOhamedanisg. 1969, p083.
2. Wilbur, D., ed. Afghanistan, 1962, p.346.
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exira female domestic servants in addition %o his wife., It is not
customary to employ unmarried women in the household, so the insti-
tution of temporary marriage solves this problem, ¥idows whose
husbands had no families to provide for them are usually chosen, and
if children result from the union the husband is then obliged to
support permanently the wife of the offspring. Wilbur's explanation

needs to be treated with caution, until further research clarifies

the situatione

The two main Shi's groups in Afghanistan are the Imamis or
Athna Ashariya, and the Ismailis. The Imauis are the larger group
and recognise twelve Imams, the “ last of whom is to reappear hefors the
Last Judgement, Imami Shi'ism was probably introduced from Persie in
the sixteenth century and is now found mainly among the Hazaras and
Qizilbash. The Ismeilis recognise the first six Imams, but then
follow & different line that culminates in the present day Agha Khan.
They developed a division between the religion practised by the
ordinary people and a Neo-Platonic interpretation for the initiates.,
Ismailism in Afghanistan is probably the result of an Indian influence;
in the case of the Ismailis of Badakhshan and the Wakhan the influence
probably came from Hunsa., Many Hazaras are Ismailis, notably those

of the Sheikh Ali and others north of the Koh-i-Bsba range.

The relationship between ethnic group and sect is striking and
will be discussed in more detail later, but suffice it for the moment

to note that comments made by two anthropologists, Ferdinand writes that:-

'A Hazara will deny thut he is of the same tribe as &
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Hazara Ismailiys, and a common Afghan who is a
Sumni will often in his general antipathy to the
Shi'as call a Qizilvash a Hagara. This attitude
has greatly helped to keep the Hagaras distinet and
apart from othere."

#nd Canfield notess-

tThe ethnic categories 'Tajik' and 'Afghan' imply
the sectarian category *Sunni'; °*Afshar' implies
Imawi', and 'Hazara' and 'Sayyed' imply either
Imami or Ismaili religious affilistions, This
correlation between ethnicity and sect is so olose
that when informants mentionsd instances of Hazaras
converting to Sunnism, they spoke of them as having
‘become Tajik'. 2

This religious and ethnic antipathy is reinforced by prejudices, as
illustrated in a book by a former Director General of Education in

Afghanistans-

'Pace is called an index of the mind, and eye its
window., Why about half the Shi'as all over the
world have squint? They recollected the tragedies
of the House of the Prophet with tesrs, and admidst
mourning had an indignant eye on the usurpers whon,
dead and gone, they could not injure, The dis-
torted and oblique vision evolved the squint, or what
else could be the physiological cause?'3

1. TFerdinand, K., Preliminary notes on Hazarg eulture, 1959, p.16.
2, Canfield, R.L., Faction and conversion in g plural society:
Religious alignments in the Hindu Xush, 1973A Peds

3« Khan, M.H., A few phases of the Afghans in Jullundur Busties,
1938, p.143.
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In the face of the persecution that Shi'as have received in
Afghanistan, as in other Moslem countries, members of the sect are
allowed to practise tagiys or dissimulation But conversion between
the sects is possible; generally between Imami and Ismaili and from
Shi'a to Sunni, OUne educated Afghan, in personal communication,

said that although his family were Qizilbash and therefore originally
Shi'a, his grendparents had converted to Sunnism on settling in Kabul,
and subsequently built up & successful commercial enterprise. This
seems to be fairly common practice, especially in the business sector;

-eonversion to Susnism is 8 definite advantage.

It is important to note here the part played in all sects by the
leaders of the religious community. The government -~ péid hierarchy
of religlious leaders remains substantially as it was when created by
Abdur Rahman, Sunni leaders, especially, have many vested interests
inlland, polities, control of educational institutions, and in tribal
situations the power of life and death over their followers, which

the government is powerless 1o revoke,

Beonomic end social divisions

As in many countries, the national expenditure in Afghanistan
is not distributed equally among the population, nor fed into those
areas most in need of it, Poreign aid, mainly American and Russian,
has often been used in prestipe projects or for an overt political
purpose by the donors. The main areas of development in the

country, apart from Kebul, have been the Helmund Valley and the ex-
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pansion of the industrial sector, as in the cotion mills of Kunduz,
Pul-i-Khumri and Gulbahar, The Hazarajai and the central mountain
area has been virtuslly untouched, though it is stated that the Asian
Highway will pass through Ghor on its way from Xabul to Herat.

(Kabul Times Annual, 1967:112). As stated before, the nature of

. the terrain in the Hazarajat makes agriculiural development very
difficult, and conditions of extreme poverty are found amongst the
population there, Down in the plains of Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-i-
Sharif, Funduz snd Laghmen, the rich lands are owned mainly by Sunni
Pashtuns, who over the years have increased their profits through ex-
tensive irrigation works, such as canals and karezes (underground
channels for irrigation). In the highlands, on the other hand,
cultivable land is scarce; the average amount of cultivated land per
Hazarajat resident is 1.78 jeribs (about haif an acre), whereas the
national average is 2,08 jeribg. The average amount of cultivated
land per operator for the natiom at large is 12,07 jeribs. As a re-
sult, seasonal migration as well as permanent emigration from the
Hazarajat is increasing, but work as déy lahourers in the towns does

not bring much security and many move from rural poverty to urban squalor.

This disparity between the cultivable plains and the central high-
lands is also reflected in the social amenities provided in the aiff-
erent sreas. The main hospitals, schools, clinics and factories are
found in Xabul, end any agricultural experimentation is carried out in
the lowland areas, as for example in the expansion of viticulture in
the Charikar area north of Kabul, In the central provinces the facili-

ties are scarcs, Fischer (1968:133) states that Kandahar Province has
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six hospitals with a total of 160 beds, ﬁhereas RBamian has one with

1% beds, Ghor one with 20 beds, Urﬁzgan’one with 13 beds and Wardsk

one with 2 beds, Infant mortalify is at 50.4% in the Hazarajat, and
undernutrition, rickets, vitamin deficiencies and other associated
diseases are present in the area. Leprosy is endemic in the Hazarajat,
ten cases being found in Panjaw in 1969 and resistance to the disease
is lowered by the conditions of malnutrition. It is not known whether

the proposed leprosarium has been built,

As far as the provision of educational facilities is concerned,
there are primary schools in the central provinces, 55 in Wardak alone,
but few secondary or vocational schools and these are limited to boys.
Government sta.1::‘u-ﬂ::i.cs1 referring to educational provision for 1964 give

the following figures for the Hazarajat areas

Province School Teachers Students

male female B L. . L,
Ghorat 51 10 137 1% 5,255 433
Bamian 44 8 v 9 2,384 439

Uruggan 40 1 62 3 3,645 T5C

In addition, the central provinces are more opsn Yo natural dis-
asters, such as the lack of irrigation water ixn 1970, 1971 and 1972,
due to the umusually light snowfalls in these years. An estimated

80,000 people died in the resulting faminez. A UNICEF relief operation

1, Survey of Progress, Departmert of Statistics and Research,
Ministry of Planning, Kabul, 1965,

2. New York Times, November 14th, 1972,
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to Ghor was hampered by bureaucratic wranglings, the government
firmly denying the existence of a famine situation, so that the team
arrived Shortly before the heavy snows of early winter 1972, and were

therefore cut sﬁort in their efforts.

To discuss class divisions in Afghanisten is a difficult problem
and obviously open to various interpretations. The Marxist Sultan
Galiev in 1919 considered that the proletariat in Afghsnistan extended
to the whole nation hecause of the economic conditions imposed updn
everyone by the ruling elite’. Another interpretation is offered
by Wilbur (1962:323), who divides the urban population into three
‘classes' 3 upper - royalty, government personnel, landlords and re-
ligious leaders, middle - artisans, professionals, teachers and
clerks, lower - Hazaras, musicians and garbage collectors., The
rural population he divides into : upper - headmen, landowners, govern-
ment officials, teachers and merchants, middle - shopkeepers, lower -
butchers, grocers, tenant farmers and carpenters. Outcasts includg
barbers, weavers, musicians, blacksmiths, well diggers and lavatory
cleaners., This interpretation seems to confuse & Hindu caste strati-

fication with the occupational divisions in a Moslem society.

Another snerican, Peter ?ranckz, divides the pomulation roughly into
three social groups (not called classes)s At the top there is the
social and economic elite which is coupled with the religious hierarchy,

A growing rdddle group ircludes entrepreneural, professional and in-

1. Schram, S., and d'Encausse, H. Carrers, Marxism and Asia, 1969,

2. ﬁ‘r&an' P, ’ ‘-“iaShington, 1960;
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tellectual members of the population who have contributed towards a
more progressive consciousness., The lower class then is comprised

of all agricultural labourers and unskilled urban workers, Franck
admits that the situation is far more complex than this simplified
analysis would suggest, and tha¥ the important structures to focus

on are occupational and landownership patterns. There may be a
variety of patterns, including small-scale proprieters and occupancy
tenants, but it is the khan who ultimately cohtrols water distribution,
better lands, market outiets emd the wmoney supply. He aiso has
legislative and executive political power. The suggestion here, then,
is that perhaps it is wore important to look at the structures of social,
economic and politicel power and the distribution of resources, rather
than concentrating on the arbitrary and ofien ethnocsntrie 'class~

divisions?! of the obaserver,

We can start by looking at Humlum's {1959:310) breakdown of the

population into social groups bused on occupationi~

Sogisl group Percentage of the 1iation
Big commercialists 1
Commercislists 1.5
Religivus 1
Sedentary peasants 50
Fomads and semi-nomads =0
Artisans and small traders Te3
Artisan workers 4
Workers in commerce and communication 2
Civil servants and intellectuals 342

The elite thus comprises only a smsll portion of the total population
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and tends to perpetuate its numbers, This is indiceted by a
study thet Wolfram Eberhard’ made of 230 Afghans (presumably male)
trained in the U.S. from 1952-60, The oceupation of the fathers

wvas as follows:~

Sccupation of fathers Fercentage of groups
High government officials 1.7
Middle and lower government officisls 18.3
Employees in government organisations T4
Professionals Te4
Businessmen 24.4
Parmers 30.9

(The businessmen and farmers were mainly Tejik, though landowners
in the group were Pashtun),

This would suggest that the commercial, landowning and government
elite was mointaining its vosition., That this is 2lso a Kabule
orientated elite is suggested by Eberhard®s breakdown of the regional

origin of these U.3, trained Afghsns, listed under their present

occupationie
Decupation Regional origi

North South Kast Kabul
Finance 362 3e2 16,1 T1.4
Bducation 13 2.8 8.3 T5.5
Technology 6e3 1141 15.9 66,7
Agriculture 14 31,9 54,2
Health 509 5e9 88,3
Air, Police 8.5 10,7 10,7 70,2
Administration 4,9 5.8 14,6 70.8
Unemployed 17.6 3 26.5 53
1» berhard, ¥., Settlement gogial ¢ Hong Xong,

1967, Chapter 23,
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He states that in finance there is a considerable Tajik element,
but that administration still tends to be composed of the traditional

Pashiun governing elite,

It is not possible to assess Hazara representation from these
tables, but the likelihoed s that it will be low. Regarding
Hazaras working in industry, we have very little informetion, but
if we take Eberhard's assessment of the labour force in two recently
industrialised situations, we can at least see the preponderance of
the other ethnic groups in the industrisl developments of recent years.
The Jangalak factory in 1960 employed two per cent of Kabul's labour

force and the ethnie groups were employed as follows:-

Ethnie origins % Carpenters (104) % Hetalworkers (98)
Tajik T0.2 59

Afghan 1 305 27:6

Sayyed T7 7.1

Other 8;7 6-2

Gulbahar cotton mill was built in an over-populated rural area north
of Kabul. As a textile factory it absorbed the already present

weavers end spinrers in the area, and the ethnic origins are given as:-

LBthnie origin Percentage of yorkforce

Tajik 92,4
Afghan 4
Sayyed 2
Others 0.3

Unknewn ‘ 13
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Although Gulbahar is a predominantly Tajik area anyway, and thus

it is not surprising that the majority of the labour force sre Tajik,
névertheless, it would seem that the increasing numbers of Hazaras
migrating to the Kabul area are not filtering into the areas of most
recent industrial expansion. As far as we can tell at this stage
they are remaining as the coolie workers in Kabul, relying heavily on

casual labour.

Obviously we need more extensive information before we can fully
assess occupational trends and the relationship, if any, between social
class and ethnic group, but we can at least see from the tables given
the dominance of the Tajik and Pashtun element in this sample of the

industrial sector,
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In the previous chapter I outlined some of the main social
divisions within a4fghanisten today. My study concentrates on the group
at the bottom of the social hierarchy, the Hazaras, and in this chapter
1 describe Hazara soclety as it is today. This then provides the

setting for the historical examination of ethnic relations that follow
in Chapter Thres.

Detailed information on present-dsy Hazara society is still scant,
western researchers, such as Ferdinand and Schurmann, have concentrated
on basic ethnographic descriptién rather than any more profound sociological
analyses of the society itself, and its relation to other ethnic groups in
Afghanistan, HNevertheless, in order %o position the Hazaras more clearly
and to form a background to more detailed research, it scews useful here
to outline these ethnographic details deseribed by the above authors,
This chapter is therefore divided under the hesdings of the traditional
monograph, not in a belief that these are of particular anslytical use,
but that with the limited data availsble st mresent, they seem to provide

8 compact, if temporary framework,
Distribution and Political Structure

Groups calling themselves Hazaras are found mainly in the Hazarajat
area of centiral Afghanistan. 'There are also Hazaras found in Badaskhshan
and Qataghan provinces and a settlement found south of Sar-i-Pul in Mazar
provinces These latter are descendents of Hagaras who returned to the country

in the reign of Amir Habibullah. Schurmann' divides the Hazsras into

seven groups:-
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1. lazerajat lszaras, who have & sedentary lifestyle, utilising
irrigation agriculture and adhering to the Jhi'ite religion,

2¢ Koh-i-labg jlazaras living north of the Koh-i-Baba range and depending
on herding activities for their livelihood, They are also Shi'ite, but
Schurmann finds that physically they are much more nongolioid than the
Hazarajat }%a.z.ars.a.1

3o Sheikh All Hazarss living in Bamian, Ghorband and the area north of
Doab, towards rul-i-Khumri., A distinguishing feature from the other
groups is that they are semi-nomadic, utilising jort-type huts during
the sumnmer, In addition, many are ismaili.

4. JBadskhshan Hagzsras, a little known groupg who are mainly sedentary,
but with some semi-nomads. They are Sunni,

5 Berberig living southeast of Meshed in Iran and said to be migrants
from Afghan nersecutions in the nineteenth century, Schurmann maintains
that they belong to the main body of Hazarajat Hazmurgs.3

6., Almag lHazaras, a semi-nomadic group living in the Qala-i-Rao area,
utilising yurts, They are Sunni Moslems and their langusge is the
Herati dialect of Persian. Schurmann stressss their ethnic and cultural
geparation from the main body of Hazarajat Hazaras,

Te Zaimanl Hazaras, a subsection of the Taimani group, who are one of
the Chahar Ailmaq tribes, and apparently unconnected with the other

Hazara groups.

Schurmann's division of the Hazaras into these grouns is somewhat
arbitrary. The division between the lazarajat Hazaras snd the Koh-i-Habha

Hazaras scems to be bgsea on the dubious assertion that the latter are nore

¥+ This generalization is disputed by Ferdinand in acta Urientalia, no.28,
1964 s }%“34.

2e Plerre Centlivres of the University of Neuchatel has recently been
researching on this group, but the resulis are not yvet available,

%e Again }‘erdinzmd is in disagreement, and suggests that their connection
with the ilazara Aimaks is much stronger. 1964 118%)
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mongoloid, plus the fact that they have a seasonal transhumance, e
admits that the relationship between the firut five grouss is somewhat
uncertain, and thet the Almaq Hazaras form a completely separate groun.
again, the origin ol the Hazara sub-group of the Taimanis is as vet

obscure,

“he tribal structure of liazwra society has broken un to a large
extent in the iast hundred years, and =% the moment is strongest among
the Jaghori. Verritoriality is now generally considered to he rore
crucial to political organisation than the erstwhile tribal divisions.
ilowever, certzin vestiges do remain, which Schurnmann illustrates in his
account of the laulat Degs of Dai Nundi (1962:12%), “he Danlat Beps, a
iarge landowning common descent group, have maintuined their identity and
social cohesion, The transmission of the title mir to its descendents
distinguishes them frow the other inhabitants of the area, although in
practice only the grouyn head calls himself Hire The tribe itself dis
generally known as the gaun-i-mir (gaum: a group of close kinsmen),
indicating their conmon descent relationship with the nir and the groun
in generals.  bndogamy is usual and the Laulat Begs are continuing %o
preserve their position at the top of the social hierarchy by repurchasing

lands they have previously lost. In addition, they often wield considersble

power as wakils (Deputies in the sational Assewbly) or as chiefs of non~

Laulat Beg groups,

Apart from this example, however, the other lazara grouns can not he
sald to have preserved their tribal identity. The main wnit of s8ocial
cohesion is now the village, indicated by the Tact that the term tavieh,

which refers to the residents of a Village, is practically synonymous with
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geum community itself is defined by Canfield as 'spatially grOuped

agnates retaining close ties of social interaction and social identity'.
(1973@44). The gaum is not an empirical social grouping, but a locally
conceived structural category, which is flexible in thst it can include
affines, agnates, residents of a small hamlet or the ethnic group as a
whole. The most common application refers to the deh (village) or
hamlet comrunity in which everyone is a nutative agnate, the incorveration
of sirangers being reflected in the kinship terminology, Iuclear and
joint families meke up the community, and as Islamic law specifies the

amount of inheritance given to relations of specific degrees, inter-

rmarrisge, especially cousin nmarriage, keeps the rights with the group,

Yhat happens in a lerge number of Hazara villages is that at esch
successive divis;on of the major patriachal families, the emergent new
families set up home nearby in the same village. The result ié the
milti-quartered style of villege, in which each quarter is a cluster of
closely concentrated homes belonging to blood-related families, in
general, each quirter is administered by an elected representative, the
arbab. e often owns land which is farmed by residents of the guarier,
and in other cases he may control households which are widely scattered,

A council summoned by the arbab decides all matters pertaining to the
quarter as a whole, including assessment and partition of pronerty, anpoints
guardians for orphans and widows, helps collect dowry and gives aid to the
poor and sick. ldach family, however, still functions as a self-contained
unit, owning onrivately any land allotted through inheritance, On certain

natters the council may intervene, such as in the rare case of some one

wishing to sell land to a stranger, in which case the council assesses the
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desirability of the purchaser, and can veto the =zale of land,

In the Bamian area, where his main research was undertaken, Canfield
congiders that the neighbourhood forms the next effective division within
the society. This is more important in the highland wvalleys where
several gaum communities are related. There is common holding, for
example, in Shibar, where neighbourhood land includes pasturage. Thus
the neighbourhood as a functional unit exists only among the highland

populations where pasturage is an important secondary means of subsistence,

Throughout these territorial groupings runs the kinshin network,
which Canfield defines ss the combined sets of affinsl and agnatic ties’
of a group of interconnected families. (A list of Hazara kinship
terminology is given on page 119 )» It has no specific geographic context,
it is only operative through ephemeral public gatherings and it forms a
network of economic distribution. The kinship network contributes
functionally to the unity of the neighbourhood and the gaum communitx through
intermarriege., Gaum communities in a neighbourhood may divide into marrying
sets and thus form separate alignments, The outer limits of the kinship
network are not geographic, however, but social, because as people of
different religious sects do not intermerry, the real limits of the network
are the boundaries of the sect, The kinship network blends closely with
the sect, and this is reinforced by the fact that kinswmen meet on religious
occasions, when the leaders of the sect, the Saints, exert their strongest
influence. The kinship network, being coterminous with the sect, can be
said to reach to the outer limits of social cohesion and cultural identi-
fication. This is conceptualised in the statement recorded by Canfield

that, 'ie believe our blood to be Imami and their blood is Sunni'. (1975269)0
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Canfield's description of the ways in which the kinship network is
strengthened emphasises the behavioural rather than the conceptual
aspects of the importance of visits, prestations and mutual aid. Tensions
are mobilised through gossip and scandal; for example, between husband and
wife, women of the same household, or between gaum communities disputing
over land. Thus, since the social system inherently embodies contrary
social tensions, it is considered susceptible to any divisive or cohesive
influences imposed upon it by envirornmental conditions, This process
of fission and fusion is demonsirated in Shibar along religious lines,
because in this area communities and individuals have the option of

aligning themselves with larger orders of political antagonism.

Despite the evident territorial and sectarian divisions among the
Hazaras, there is also evidenee of a certain degree of cultural assi-
milation between the different llagara groups. Accerding to Ferdinand,
(1959:16), the lazaras thenselves see the divisions as between ‘resl!
Hazaras, Hazara Sayyed, Afghan Hazara and Tajik Hazara. The sssimilation
of the diffufent groups is general, though the Sayvyeds, as mutative
descendenis of the Prophet, do keep themselves separate and do fiot inter-
warrys.  ongoloid characteristics therefore vary from area to area,
ﬂai <angil and Besud being the area of strongest prevelence. Ferdinand

cites the case of five Afghan families from Wardak who settled in eastern

Bésud in the 1930s and who have become completely absorbed culturally as
well as sacially by the llazaras., Ferdinand is able torconclude, then,
that the interior strength of Hazara society is still considerahle,
national integrity being strongest in central and north-central dazarajet.

The phenomenon of urban migration in recent years may, however, have caused



the breakup of this unity, but ntil more adequate data is collected in

the field, it is impossible to be more definite on this point,

. Agricultural Settlements

Acute land shortage is a characteristic of the Hazarajat and is a
contributory factor in ubban migration. There are no adequate details
on land tenure in Afghanistan, but the following table1 gives an estinated

distribution of land by form of tenure in 1963, in Hazera=pomulated Provincess -

Province Sharecropped Hortgaged Ouner-oserated Other
Banian 1.6 0.6 T34 258
Uruzgan 135 5.8 T5.8 1o
Ghor 12.1 1.2 758 10,9

Irrigation asgriculture is mainly small grain, such as wheat, winter rye,
barley and leguminous plantse The lack of farming land, which is
aggravated by undeveloped agricultural techniques, acecounts for the cone
tinued raising of livestock on the steep mountain slopes, mainly sheen and
goats, and these provide the importent milk and wool oroducts that are
exportedbto the towns., Farming has been affected by the encroachment of
nomads and this process is discussed in Chapter Five. Another factor to
consider here is that the farmer needs to open up an eiffective relationship
with the national economy, but so far this has been limited to the richer

Lazuras,

“here is considerable diversity in the Hazarajat itself, between

f« Dupree, L., afghanistan, 197%, p.147.



agricuitural conditions ir the highlands and the lowland plains. in
Bamian province, for example, Tagaw is the lowland nlain, with a

temperate climate, dependent on irrigation agriculture, and the place
vhere the town of Bamian is situated. It has always been on the trudle
route between India and Balkh and has therefore traditionally had a
greater contact with Kabul., Tagaw 18 also linked to the outside market
because of its dependence on cash crops - potatoes and poplar trees - and
its trading connections with the national econony are Tucrlitated hy the
Sunni adherence of its population.

In the nineteenth century, according to Lal1 and %asaona, the population
was wainly Imami, but the obvious suggestion that the development of Sunnism
correspogded with the expsnsion of trading possibilities in the area, will

have to remsin hypothetical for iack of further evidence,

The peripheral plateaux and highland areas, on the other hand ~7Khoja
Ghar mountains, Shibar valileys and Garghanatu - exhibit various types of
agriculiure, utilising irrigation, rainfall and surface wator,  Lubsistence
crops of wheat, barley and Iava bean are grown in Shibar, which utilises
both rainfall and irrigation agrisulture,  In the highland areas, sheap
und goats are kept, lindted to ten per family, due to the severity of the
winters and the grazing concessions given to the nonads in the nineteenth
centurys  Un the peripheral nlateaux, farrers spend ity to sixty half
days & year collecting bushes for fuel, sand in the swrmer Tor a similar

period of time the women yrepare dung cares For winter fuel,

e dad, Hey dyurnatl of o Tour throush the Paniab, Alrhanistan, Turkistan,
shoragsen and nart of Fersis, Caleutta 19%4.

2. fasson, (., jwrrative of Various Journevs in Balocii tan, sfphanistan
and the “andab, london 1642,
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Although asgricultural land is privately owned and worked, irrigation
is usually a public activity undertaken by the gaum community. There is
thus & joint effort in constructing and maintaining irrigation works and
in the joint utilisation of available water and the rotation of associated
crops, Decause of the organisation required for irrigation agriculture,
co-operation is vital and common users are constrained into solidary
groups,. In some areas a mirad (emir-i-ab : chief of the water) is .
elected as a paid distributor for the village, and controls the irrigation
activities, organising duties, estimating the cuantity of snow fallen in
the winter or standing rainfall in the spring, and on these findings to
determine how rmch land is to be sown and with vhat crops. [Fike Barry1,
in his description of 'les emirs des eaux', is very criticzl of the nirabs,
who, paid by the landowners, are said to be ruthless in their contrel of

the tenants' water supnly.

Un occasions, irrigation works are appropriated into private owner-
ship, such as the artificial reservoirs for colilecting the hiilstream
waeters in central lazarajst and the karezes in south Hazerajst.  .ven
where the irrigation is a comwmunal activity, conflicts do occur, over
plot boundaries, for example, In poor families the tensions betwsen
brothers over irrigated land can be serious, +while the community using
the same runel is brought into a solidary relationshin, there are often
considerable divisions between those using different runnelg, as Canfield
found in labmushak in Shibar, (1973:3%0), dere, the religious factions
are generaiiy distributed along separate irrigation iines; the rumnnels on

the west side of the valley supnly rostly Imami comrunities, and those on

1. Barry, H., Afghenistan, Paris 1974.
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the ecapst Ismailis, Because these communities are situated aiong the
naturally abundant waters of the Labmushak River, surface water is
plentiful and easily accessible, and there is therefore more ;atitude
for co munity division, should this arise. Cormwmities situated on the
plateau above the alluvial plain couid not divide in this way, because
they are supnlisd only with limited amounts of water through canals,
)which therefore need close and co-operative supervision. [Hainfall
agriculture, such as in Shibar, imposes less organisstional demands and
is an individual or small groun enterprise, Dry land cultivation can

be undertaken by individual farrers, for the land is watered naturallye

finder these conditions, community fission may be wore Llikely.

In the Hazarajat, seitlesenis are ususlly loeataed on tha side of a
hill or on the edge of a cultivsted valleve he msturage lies above the
villape with the fieids helow, A0st settlements have one op nore large
fortreas-iike structures, known as gai's, housing an extendsed fawsily,
includnng several brothers, They are wsualily rectalguler and surrounded
by & large clay wail with a tower &t each of the Tour cornerss. The
houses within this outer wall are constructed of cliay wmized with straw
and attaciad to sach other to ailord smaximum sheliter, This ieaves u
iarge courtyvard in ithe centre, and on the whole, the siruciure was
origFinaily evoived rfor the purpose of defence,  Fany oi the houses consist
of one room only, vith & smoke=hole in the rootls  ochurwann Tound that
moat houses in Ual sundi, however, consisted of two rooms i the taba-
Khans, inhabited by the faraly in the winter, and the diwal, used as a
summer room but also housing the animals in the winter. The rooms are

divided by & corridor-lixe entrance and the whole is sucrounded by &

verawiah or muana, under which the family sleepz in the swmer, A



characteristic feature of the liazara houses are the conicul baskets
known as kandu, placed on the roofs of the houses to hold grain for the
spring seeding, Any variations in house type depend on climate and the

wealth of the owner, rether than regional or tribal distinctions.

in Dad Zangd and bal {undi during the susmer movement Lo the
mountain nesiures, a moveable beehive-shaped hut called a ghapari is
uged.,  Hich Hazaras, including those of the Sheikh Ali and others in
sharak are reported to use the real yurt or kherga., Sowe cave dwellers
are found in the Hazarajat, where sun-dried hrick structures sre built
inside the openings of large rock shelters found along: the river terrsces,

Cave dwellers are also found in the caves of Tamisn,

Domestic lire

Lomestic 1ife revolves avound Tarming, »rinal breeding and collecting
bushes for fuel. The exploitation of animal nroducts is the work of the
women, but the general care of the aninais belongs to the nmen, while the
children take the animais to the pastures and back o the village for
milking, Lhi {clarified butter) and kurut {cottage chieese) are the two
most important nilk products and are sold to the town Larkets. SRRy
handicrafts are adertaken in the jazarajat, especia ally by the women,

-oven cloth is used for harpk (woeollen cloth o r clothing), gelaw (rugs),
Jual (trensport sacks) and shal (blankets), all sold in the towns and

P -
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shanistan, in addition, panad {a thick 721%) is nade by the

women and widely used for biankets,
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There is 1itiie inforeation ebout other handicrais aucng the
lagaras, but Irince eter has collected some evidence of pottery in the
central Hazarajate In the viilage of Garm 40 in igral arovinee, occunied
by .ud nangd lezaras, water was ke U in jJars sade without the use ot a
wheels  Instead, the basic coil technique was used of laving spa

gausages upon sech other to build up the jare The surface was then

suoothad with the fingers, and no deccration wvas mnde on the outinide,
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ypecialised crairismen are ra

weathervork and barbering are wndertaken by all nen, Whids oot is
said to b vespised by the Afghans who relesgate these eocugpumtions o

specialists having a low position in the social hicrarchy, wlong with

mugiciins and dancing hoys.

Bazara family iife is regulated on & hosien pailern. Aost Hagaras

o 3 " 3 " wrl Al . 2
are Iﬁ{}f&{{&iﬁi)llﬁ anda ms\mily marrigges are arranged within the gaum compunity,

2

those between I'irat gousins being the uwost wids:s Ao acon wnd hdson

noted the existence of Family councllis anong the bararas, most strongly
patriarchal in Uruzgan, shere the women were found %o be wore restricted
than in Jighord, Besud or Tinuri. in peneral, tazsra wonen are subject 1
the sume resirictions ans other [loslen women in afghaniatan, %hough the veil
is ruerely worn,  Jn kabul the veil is & status syubol; & wan who has done
well financially on moving to the ¢ity will perhaps veill his wile {who

doubtless never wore one wien she lived in the village;, 1o indicate that

she no longer needs 10 work, while he himself say dress entirely in sstorn

Te Prance eter, Jarsg sade without s wheel in central lagaraist, Han,
VOoLald¥, 1854,

2e Bacon, ., and Hudson, hese, gogial Control and the Individusl in
eagtern linzara cuiture, in language, Culture and Personality, ed.L. Opier,
Salt Leke City 1941, p.252.
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clothes, imong Hagaras who have nigrated to Kabul, however, the women
are rarely veiled., As many of them work as domestic servants, the

middle-class status symbols would not apply.

Hazara village women place a considerable importance on the khwazr
khands (adopted sister) friendship, which perhaps offsets the impossibility
of what we may call friendship between hushand and wife, or even any msn
and woman, The khwaar khanda relationship is especially close and the
two women uay act as confidantes and mutual sunporters, The husbands of
khvwagr khandas may not necessarily he friendly and even resent their wives'

friendshin,.

Information on life-crisis rituals among the Hazaras is limited ot
present, though Canfield (197%3 and Aslanov1 are able to give ue some
details, especially about marrigge. The birth of a child is reported %o
not be celebrated lavishly. Before the child is born, however, a few
women closely related to the mother join her on a day called kaalas burasni
{clothes cutting), in order to prepare clothes for the child.‘ AMmoT:
wealthy families there may be a meeting of the women to celebrate the
cutting of the first tooth, When a bey is one year old, his head is
shaved by an elder@ in the presence of other relatives, expressing the
hope that the ehild will grow to the age of the man performing the act,
the female guests give small amounts of noney to the women of the household,

and this is known as shakerrevz (sugar pouring).

In all Tslamic sects in Hazara communities, boys, according to the

prescription of lslam, are circumcised between the ages of three and nine.

1. Aslanov,b1.§., sthnographic notes on Hazaras, in Grassmuck and Alunmec,
Afghanistan: Some new Approaches, &nn Arbor 1969, '



Among the Imamis the uncircumcised boy is considered s kafir {unbeliever)
and is not allowed to eat from the same dish as the men, (ircumcision
is usually performed in the autumn by a barber or barbers from outside
the community. 7The night before, feasts and music are provided by

those who can afford it, while the poorer offer tea and npastry to their

cuests,

A8 I'sr 88 the child is concerned, then, it appears that a boy is
participant in more overt life-crisis rituals than a girl. Public
acknowledgenent of his development would therefore seenm to be more crucial,
as indeed 1t is in most Hoslem societies, 4As no woman ethnographer has
carried out research in the Hazarajat, our information about the lifée of

the women ig anywsy very superficial,

Harriage ceremonies involve more relatives than any other rite of
passage, and to quoie Canfield's male-orientated description, 'epitonise
the intricacy of ritual giving between kinsmen', {(197%:22), &:ven
though official marriage registration is now necessary in all areas, the
concensus of the kinsmen remains the vital factor., This is expressed in
the large social gatherings witnesaing the various stages of the marrisge
process and the communal consumption of food. Arrangements for the
marriage are made by the parents or guardians, but initial contact is
made by a wakil (representative), usually a woman on behalf of her son or
brother, Wwhen the initial proposal is accepted, & few men from the boy's
close relatives join the giri's family for gand shekestani (the breaking
of hard sugar), when lump sugar and tes are consumed to indicate a
ivaie agruenent to ww surriage, The formal engugement is celebrated

a few days iater with the ghirin kori (eating sweeie,, vhen tiw groom is
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presents  There are separate ghirin kori for men and women and the
women of the groom's family bring clothing and jewelry for the bride,
The bride's mother has later to reciprocate these gifts, in doublie the

amcunt if possible,

Canfield states that among the Hazaras the bride yprice is usually
agreed upon when the proposal is accepted, Aslanov, on the other hand,
notes that his agreement is often finalised roughly one vear before the
wedding, during the fatakhuni (from the reading of the Yatikhi, the first
Sura of the Quran}. Towards the end of the bargaining, the groon's
femele relatives carry sweet bread, wrapped in a tableclioth, to the house
of the bride. Food offered them is refused until a final sgreeable price
is decided upon, This ritual is known as the surfa-i-riza (the tablecloth

of agreemﬁnt), Both the fatakhuni and the gurfa-i-riza are holidays for

the women, For the former, the women gather the night hefore, while the
men do not arrive until the following day, and in the surs ~i-riza, the

final bride price is formally set by the women,

The wedding itself is cften delayed for years, perhaps because the
boy and girl are too young, or the boy's family needs time to ammss the
funds needed for the wedding costs, The sarly engsgement cerepmonies
therefore publicly acknowledge the private verbal agreewent, and secure
it until the marriage can be consumated. The bride rrice is paid soon
before the wedding at a weal for the male relatives of Loth families.
Vhe groom's female relatives have a separate meal and then take the wedding
dress to the bride’s house. The night before the wedding is known as
ghaw-i-khina (the night of henna), when each family decorste the bride

and groom's s walh Lenna., foe sedding ceremony itself usually takes



place in the afternoon, and beforehand, smong the imamis, the groom and
a few male friends visit a local shrine. According to Uanfield, this
is to protect him frow any sorcerous attempts to make him impotent. 7The
mullah performs ﬁhe corenony at the house of the bride and there avpears
to be a mixture of traditional Islamic elements with the signing of
official papers by the mullsh and the mir. “he economic nature of the
marriage contract is further symbolised by the throwing of coins by the
groon and the bride's mother. These are then gathered up by the female

relatives.

A woman of the bride's fawily remains in the house with the couple,
usually the groom's house, for the wedding night, in order to obtain the
necessary proofrof her virginity. The next day, women of the bride's
family bring her troussean and the groom's mother gives a scarf and a
dress, & gift known as xhela'at, to seven of the women closest to the
bride. Five days after the wedding is the takhtakani (hitting the board),
when the bride begins %o work in the groon's héusehold. “he same seven

women provide food for a feast attended by women of both families.

it should be noted here that marriage to a widow or a divorcee is
not celebrated. The levirate is prevalent among the Hasaras, but if the
woman hag children, she may choose t0 remain unmarried and live with the

children in the matrimonial home of the husband's brother,

This then forms a general outline of the marriage ceremonies and
the bonds created by the reciprocity between the two families, While
it is evident that the male members of each gaum »lay the main part in
the original choice of spouse and possibly in the main discussions over

the economic aspects of the contract, it also seems true that the women






form the wost active avenues of social relations and affective ties
betwesn the families. The social encounters of the women, their
commensality, exchange of prestations and music-making together, all
indicate a close contact that, from the information available, we cannot

assume on the part of the men.

Canfieid describes the rituals associated with the death of & RA,
but one way assume that those for the women of the gaus would be similar,
though nerhans less elaborate. The Yasin Sura {number XXIV of the Quran)
is repeated to a dying person to ease the pain of death. ‘ater is
aprinkled over the lips to assusge the thirst and to mrevent him accepting
Satan's offer of wine after desth. Hitusi washing is carried out
differcntly according to each sect, though no details are available, other
than that it is carried out by close relatives of the same sex, sealthy
families pay mullahs to recite the Quran the night hefore the burial,
after the burial, Imanmis often eat a feast for the deceased at the grave,
later, several feasts are given for the close kinsmen, known as the

khayrat-e-nords (offering Ffor the dead), Anong the Imanis, the family

of the deceased serve food to the visitors for three days, but Ismailis
serve no rood during the first three days, then afterwards glanghter a
cow and distribute the parts raw to kinsmen. 4 khavrat-i-fmorda is
often given on the seventh day after the death and st the next 44 csle~
bration, These feasts are as lavish as possible and demonstrate the
number of friemnds the deceased had, Agaan, the rituals associsted with
death can he seen to reaffirm previous ties between familiea, through

social interaction and mutual obligation.

During these rites of passage and at other times as well, the
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continuance of oral tradition, through music and poetry, stirengthens
demonstratively and symbolically the emotive sentiments of the ocession,
<omen are traditionally the transmitters of folktales and nythologies,

but there are no examples given in the literature available, The infliuence
of established religion in the last hundred years has evidently destroyed
certain aspects of liszara culture, However, music is still popular and
the dambura, a two-stringed instrument is videly used, longs are
generally those of an Afghan Persian type, the charbait, a four-lined

verse and the ghazal, a two-lined verse being the most common, with un-
requited love as the most ponular theme1. Aslancy states that the Hazaras
have 'the rudiments of folk thestre! (196%:49), but unfortunately there is

ggain no further information on this.

wJife-crisis rituals, as well as agricultural activities are regulated
by the calendar. Vhile the official calendar in Arghanistan is the solar
calendar, beginning st the vernal equinox (21st rarch), *he lazaras use
two other nethods of dividing the vear, the gamar-i-agrab (Arabic: anar-noon,
& agrab ~ the constellation ‘icorplo) and the toghal {etymology unknown),
The ganar-i-aqrab is generally confined to astronomical specialiﬁts and
denotes the summer months from “srch to September, reckoned by the two and
a half days in every month when the moon is in Seorpios  The toghal is more
widely used and is measured from the conjunction of the moon with the
Pleiades. The time between each conjunction or oghal is supposed to be
seven days, but Fﬁardinand2 found only five nuwes for special days during

the toghal. The toghals are nmost éften associated with winter, for this

1o  Perdinand has coliected examples of traditional llazaragi ghazal from
Sharistan in lei Zangl. (1949:%9).

.

2. The information on the calendar was collected by Ferdinand and is
given in Ferdinand, 1959, p.40rf,



is the time when the conjunction is rmost visible. During this time,

the relationship betwsen the moon and the Pleiades is used to foretell

the weuther; the greater the visibie distance between them, the colder

the weather, f“here is thus a close connection between the toghal systen
and farming. Once the toghald series is finished in the early spring, there
iollows & longish period which bears no name or else is Just called hich

{(nothing). This period lasts until the Fleiades are again visible.

The twelve year Animal Cycle was oftficial in Afghanistan until the
reign of amir amanulish, but is stilil found among the Uzbeks and Hazaras,
with variations. In lazaragi, the Hongolian and Gataghani Uzbekd vy
i8 uged for year, as oprosed te the gal of Afghan !tandard fersian. The

JRAT nanes GiTIering rTom hedeP. ares-

Leopard - ulbars
Hare - taulag
Monkey - shadibaker
Dog - kuta

The rest of the/%ioslem world uses the lunar calendar, and this is also

known in Afghanistan, though not for official use, lintil the redign of
~manullah, the Hegzarss used the folioving nares for the lunar months : ashur
{Arabic sugurg-ioharran), gafar, aleho-di-ewwsl, algho-i-doyum, algho~i-seyum,
aigho-i-charum, rajsb, 2habo, ramszo, Id mah, khali and gurho. She four
4igho months are collectively known as atesh aleho (fire leaping), and at

ihe new moon of these months four fires were 1lit in front of each house,

The men of the household then had to leap the fires, while the women threw
pots of water from the roofs, Ferdinand considers that this was a puri-

fication ritual, which was then eradicated by the mullahs about thirty years
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8£0, on the grounds of its 'heathenish' connection with Zoroastrianism,

It appears that fire formerly played an important part in lazsra ritusl
life and traces of this still remaing in Jaghori, for example, lamns are
still it duwring the Festival of the Dead, where each lamp is dedicated

to & deceased person. In the nast, on the eve of major feasts amd
marriages, special lamps were 1it, If & calamity overtook the corpmunity,
this was believed to be caused by the troubled souls of the dead, who were
then appeased by lighting a fire between three siones, into which was

sprinkied roghan {clarified butter).

sXamining the last evidences of these cultural traits, one can sce
that there is a wmixture of infliuences present. The toghal calendar is
shared by some Ainmaq tribes, and the Animal Cvele would ammear to he an
early introduction of Tatar infiusnce, How, these influences are becoming
mized with she Arghen solar calendur, The influence of fire in Hazars
culture is an extrenely interesting point that could serhaps be rewarded
by further resesrch. Unfortunately, like nusic, these non-Islamic
elements have heen systematicuily destroyed by the established church,

50 that few traces remain,

Zhe Digtribution of Heligious Uects

The mein doctrinal aspects of the Inami and Ismaili gects, to vhich
moat of the iazaras adhere, were described in Chapter Une, lare I shall
examine the distribution of these sects and some of the nrocesses involved
in their varistion. Host of the information and argument is found in the
work of Hobert Canfield, who deals mainly «ith the Bamian area, west of

fabul. jiere, Sunni Pajiks occupy the central Bamian valley, Imamis the



southern and western highisnds, and a mixture of Imamis and Ismailis

the highlands of Shibar sand Kalu.

cectarian memborship is usually expressed in fterms of silegience
to a particular Daint, rather than overily to the sect itself, 'The
Inamis of the area wenerate a Saint in Yakawlang snd one in ¥abul, and

]

the Ismailis a Uayved near Doshi, This phenomenon of aint worshin is
rarely found in urban centres and is actively discoursged by orthodox

Islan, ~ronest Gellner1 has ansivsed this phenomenon of the power of

saints in a tribal context among the Berbers of the High itlas. 1 shall
outline his argument here, because although we do not have much information
on the pow:r of lainis in & hagara context, Cellner's vailuuble anaivsis

may throw l;ght on cur understanding of seciarian aliegience in Afghanistan
Geliner considers that in nost loslen countries the tribal areas are rarely
discrete untities, rather they are marginal to the urban population and
therefore retain g cultural influence from the towns, ieligion in the
urban centre temis t0 be puritanical, with a lack of emotionalitve inter-
nediaries are considered umnecessary, =20 the religious hierarchy is confined
to the ulcma, the learned elite, among whom literacy is obviously an
luportant factor. Among the tribal populstions, on the other hand, there

is more stress on the ecstatic, personalised aspects of religion. Jecause
¢f non-iiteracy, there is no access to the Hook, and thus revered peracnnel
are neaded ap intermediaries with God,  They way, of course, also sct as
intermedisries between tribess This leads to the develomment of a religious
hierarchys As far as the Berbers are concerned, they are considered

unorthodox in terms of the official urban religion, but through the Saints,

the Berbers can demonstrate their allegience to Islam. (ellner congiders

1o Geliner, b., Saints of the itlas, 1969,
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that ultimately, the laints express the boundaries between the marginal

tribal population and the urban counterpart,

It is important to note that a large nart of Gellner's argusent is
based on the fact that Berber society is a good example of a segmentary
soclety, where segmentary ties are the most important features in socisl
organisations  Jaintly leadership in this case makes it possidle to weld
tegether groups that do not have an existence within the segmentary system.
OF course, one cannot immediately suggest an analogy with the Hazara
nopulations of afghanistan, which we have no reason to helisve are
organised on a segmentary basis. In addition, we have more information
on the Tission and fusion of secis and hardly mention of the role nlayved
by the different Daints. Fore information on these men would obviously
add to cur knowledge of lazara social organisation. Put even at this
stage, it seems not unreasonable to suggest that perhaps certain asnects
of the power of the aints anong the Berbers may be relevant to the
gituation in afghanistan. Certainl&, the fmami and Ismaili Jaints arve
reprasenting grouns of unorthodox WHoslems, considered in terns of the
sunnd state religion. It would be interesting therefore, to learn how
rmuch the lagara Sainis act as keeners of the boundaries between sects and

indeed ethnic grouns,

To return to sect distribution in the Bamiam ares, we are at least
better informed on this particular point. In the valley of iabmishak, for
example, the population is grouped in a number of small hamlets, comnosed
of closeiy reiated agnates and their families, and gonerally helonging o
the same sect, However, at three locations in the valley, sectarian

allegiences have cut through kinship and territorial groupings., This



pattern of social segmeniation, in which some hamlets are divided and

dome are not, is characteristic of the Shibar valleys in gencral,

This sectarian dirferentiation forms a considerable cleavage within
the aociety, “embers of different sects do not inter-marry, they praze
their flock‘separately, patronise different flour mills and ocounstional
speclaiists, and borrowing and lending and even daily social interecourse
between the members of the differsnt sects is limited, This has not
alwvays been the case and the degree of interaction appears 1o have
Tluctuated through time, indicating perhaps a considerable amount of con=-
version, as Canfield suggests, Canfield’s analysis of sect distribution
in the ares is concerned vith the following voints: the original distri-
bution of Sunni groups in the lowlands, Inanis in the highlands and
ismailis only in the southern highlands, the ressons why comaunities
factionalise slong sectarian lines only in Ohibar, how conversion can
take place if it is said to be imposailio, and why factional differences

are formuistaed as religious differences BNYIEY .

“2th regsrd to the first point, we have alresdy seen in this chanter
and in Chapter wne, the degree of differentiation between Tagaw, the lowland
plain, and the highlsnd valleys in the Bamian region.  Yugaw, because of
its wgriculsural wealth and its position on the trade route, has always
waintaired a closer contact with abul and the national economy, it is
to be expected, therefore, that this contuct would he facilitated and
strengtiened through the acceptance of Sunnism, though as T mentioned besore,

we have no conerete historical evidence to validate this aasaTtion,

The highlands, on the other hand, have always maintained s degree
of independence from the Sunni state, wven though, in the nineteenth

century, the governor of the province operated fron the town of lanian,
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independent lingara coalitions fo the northeast and southeast influenced

the nighland areas marginal to Bamian., During the brief reign of Bach-
i-Sagguo in 1929, the population of Tagaw allied themselves with his

cause, whersas the marginal population revolted against him. In addition
while Yaguw has been influenced by the centres of power in Turkestan and
Kabul, the ldghiand areas have been more closely associated with the
lazarajats  The area is still an important centre of Hazara political

life, indicated by the prominence of Yakawlang as an Imami religious centre,
Un the whole then, Junnism has meant a support of the ruling institution,
whereas imanism indicates and identification with resistance to the Sunni

atate.

The development of Ismsilism in the highlands suggests a resistance
to both Hunnism and tmamism and their socio- economic concommitants,
The area «here lsmailism is found is at the frontiers of Turkestsn, kabul
and hazarajat influence. Ismailisu is generally considered to be nors
heretical than Imamism, and this would correspond to the spatial isolation

of its merbers.

The nain theme running through this anslysis of the distribution of
sects is Canfield's thesis that esaentially sects are nolitical interest
groups.  in a country vhere religious differences form the main criteris
of social differentiation, it would seem fair to assume that the political
interests of a group will express themselves in sectarian memberahip.
Previous 1o the nineteenth century, political allegiences were most often
formuisted in terns of patrilineal descent groups, where perhans lazaras
wouid be ranged against Ghilzais. But ss the coalition of Afghan tribes

grew into a ruling institution under Sunnism, opposition began to be expreassed
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in the antithetical categories of Imami and Ismaili. Thus religious
heterodoxy in inaccessible areas can be seea as & boundary-maintaining

device of the interest groups living in the marginal territories,

Political blocs within the Bamian area have thercfore become
identified with sectarian categories, Within most sectarian communities,
tensions and dissensions have to be menaged elther by emigration or
acquiescences In the case of Shibar, however, (anficld maintains that
ecologic conditions are here conducive to a breakdown in the community,
because the rainfall agriculture undertaken in the area requires little
group solidarity. It is possible, therefore, Tor a disoutant in Shiber
to remein on his vital land by undergoing religious conversion. ~here
there is a natural waterflow, Imami and Ismeili commumnities may live close
together,  Unfortunately, Canfield has no data on actunl conversion, and
can only suggest the nossible transfer of allegience fron cne Saint to
another.  The important point here is that Canfield considers sectarian
rather than ethnic aseription to be the rrimary basis of group organisation

in the Bamian area and Afghanistan as a whole.

Yrban idgration

She migration of Hazaras to the main towns of Afghanistan, especially
Kabul, was noted as early as Babur's time, in the sixteenth century, This
flow continued and appears to have became more extensive during the persecu-
tions of the nineteenth century, 1t has increased considerably since the
195Us, so that llazaras now form a sizesble proportion of kabul's residents
and workforce. I shall discuss the more theoretical aspects of urban mi-

gration and its relevance to inter-ethnic relations in Chapter Six; here I

concentrate mainly on the extent of this migration and its possible causes.



The migration of populations is & complex phenomenon which has been
open to various interpretations., Causes may include religious gppression
and the inability to maximise economic gains. ifigration itself may be
innovatory or conservative, either destroying or maintaining existing
social structures, Changes within the migratory group and also the host
society have to be considered, as well as the processes of assimilation,
integration and minority group formation that may take nlace, It would
therefore be necessary to have extensive data and an open-minded analysis
in order to discuss adequately any migratory rrocesses. Like revolution,

it cannot be reduced to a simnle J-curve theory of relative deprivation.

Hesearch into Hazara migration has been undertsken by ii.s',;.;!ung1 and
commented on b Canfieldg. Both mention the economic factors of deprivation
as being foremost in migratory movements, but we should not assume any simple
cauge and effect theory to apnly in any situation, let alone that of
Afghenistan, where our sociological knovledge is still so limited, It has
been wenvicned previously in Chapter One that the hazarajat is agriculturally
an extremely poor area and that Tor various reasons conditions are deterio-
rating, The pressure of nomad incursions hes led to the loss of land by
Hazaras in debt to the nomads, There has besn & woraening of relations
betveen the lazaras and nomads in recent vears, no doubt due to the fact
that twenty per cent of the land in the Hazarajat is nov owned by the normads,
and in some areas sixty to eighty ver cent of the lazsras are in debt to

the nomads, Cultivable land in the srea is insufficient for the popuiation,

with the result thuet there is considerable seasonsl nigration of Hazaras to

1. Jung, C.k., Some obse vations on the petterns and processes of rurale
urban wmigrations to Xabul, Afghanistan Council of the Asia Society
(New Yorkg, Occasional Paper no.2.

2. Canfield, R., Suffering as a religious imperative in Afghanistan,
Chicago, 1975,
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the cities in the winter. In some cases, the cultivators plant their
crops in spring and wove to Kabul for the swamer, aiterwards returning
to harvest toe winter crops, then returning to ‘abul hefore the snows.
1t is estimated that as wany as thirty to fifty »er cent of the highland
labour force are seasonally absent. iven if this migration bacomes a
permanent settienent, the natural population growth is not oftset, with
the result that the summertime population of the Hazarajiat is on the in-
crease. (onsequently, landholdings are becoming smullsr and the numbher

of lundiess families is increasing.

Hagara migretion to Kabul has inereased to such an extent in the‘19603
that ilaZeras now form a majority of the city's Lmdgrants, indiecated by

the following table ;iven by Jung for the late 1U560m3w

Frovince rercentaye of Yahui's immigrants
C'entral Provinces %1%
ardak 65,
Ghazni 247
Bamian G-

Cf these immigrants, 70/ were from rural areus, O came directly to Kabul,

42" were between the ages of 1% and 24, and 70 were non-literste. Ther

<]

were twice 4s wany men as women and two-thirds of these were unmarried,
UL the total, 35 had been farmers, whereas %6 possessed no skdll,

seagons for migration were given as follows:-

Reaso rercentage
Insurfidisnt land , 28
Foverty 2%
Unemploynent 8

Insufficient employment 12
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Canfield considers that during the 19%0s and the early 19608, when the
cities were progoering ffom the introduction of foreign aid, there was
a large 'puil' factor in linzars migration, for there would probably be
good jobs in the city, However, looking at these fimurcs for the late
19608, we can sce that if we are going to use the 'nusheniil® theory,

then by this time the "»ush' factors had srobably hecore more influential,

Most of the Hazaras who come to Kabul can onay hone to find work as
coolie labour, carrying heavy loads, sweeping snow off roots, cleaning
ietrines and other activiiias norsmlly &ssociatod with a parish group.
They meet in the early morning at specific points in the city, from where
they are hired for about B0 to 50 afghanis per day (204G ars. = approx. &£1),
48 in many other cities receiving wigrating rursl popuianiions, there is
usually very littie raising of the Hazuaras® stasdard of iivings HMany are
miserably noor, for they contract to work for very 1it stiiej - The conpe-
tition of these wmigrant labourers or work reduces their wages, asccording
to their seasonal influx from the highlands.  Adud Liodiye, some Hagaras do
Tind better-raid jobs as cooks - the L.l 'exparis’, as waiters, or take

over the winter sale of wood, or even becone ariisans of s&luminiume A

2
»

few nanage 4¢ set up small businesses Yhe majority, however, are faced

with inereasing deprivation.

The problem is worsened hy the ever-increas:ing nushers of migrants

flocking to Kabul, By 1969 about 40,000 people had recently emigrated

e  Iwo emples},‘rom personal experience: 1 paid a llazara 30 afs. to
carry a bed {worth 200 afs.) from the bazaar to ny house in 1972,
In the winter I was advised to puy the Hazaras who had come to clear
the roof of snow not nore than 40 afs. for an hour's WOTK,

2s 7Two lazara brothers had a thriving small corner-shop in Shar-i-Nao,
the new quarter of Kabul, in 1972,



from the llazarajat. Une Hazara clan, which had until fifteen years
previously lived entirely in the central highlands, had seventy of itas
one hundred and fourisen households living in Habul &y 1970,  The ro-
duction in foreign aid and rising inflation are suggested by Canfield asn
worsening the situation of the Hazaras, but 1 would guestion how much of
the so~caiiad aid was ever distributed s ong them in the Firast place,
wastly, the famine of 14970-74, wnich was concentrated in the central

#

provinces, bas aiso exacerbated the migration situstion,
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In the previous cha:ter, I outlined the ethnography of contemporary
Hazara society. This chapter describes the historical processes in
Afghanistan from the nineteenth century onwards that have been re¢levant
to the Hazaras, in their relations with other ethnic groups and in the
formation of their society today. Firstly, the ethnogenesis of the
Hazaras is discussed, through the theories offered by nineteenth century
and contemporary writers. Following this is a review of the tribal
gituation as it existed before the consolidation of state control in
the late nineteenth century., This then forms a historical background

to the developments $o be discussed further in the next chapter.

Bthnogenesis

The details of Hazara ethnogenesis are somewhat confused, but more
reliable theories are now replacing the fanciful hypotheses put forward
in the nineteenth century. 1In general, the theories fall into two
groups: the first body sees the Hazaras as direct descendants of one or
more lMongol invasions from 1220 onwards; the second, on the other hand,
considers the situation to be more complex. In this latter case, the
Hazaras are seen as the result of an admixture of various Mongol groups
coming from the south of Afghanistan and mixing with an autochthonous
agricultural, mainly Tajik populace of the central Afghan uplands, The
Mongol groups themselves are considered to be a probable mixture of Turco-

Mongol elements and Turco-Mongol-Iranian stock.

The first theory derives from the fact of various Mongol invasions
into Central Asia from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, For a

period of over a hundred years, thecountry of the Hindu Kush was under



Mongol domination, until the Turco-Mongol rule of Yawerlane. The

thousand strong military detachments of Ghengis Khan and his descen’ants
were known as mings, translated ss hazar (one thousand) in Persian. Babur,
Writing in 1504, noted that Hesaras snd Nikudari tribes vere living in the
western mountuins of Afghanistan, some of whom spuke Mogholi. Some groups
wintered in the Ghorband area, plundering other tribes, and Babur himself
Yook part in an action sgainst the Sultan kas'uld Hazarss between Takht
Pass and the Uanglakh mountains, occasioned by their refusal to pay
government tributes. In addition, he noted considersble numbers of Sultan
Mas'udi tribesmen living in Kabul. Bsbur stresses the Turcoman origin

of the lazaras, but nineteenth century writers emphasised the idea of
direct deacent from the longol invaders, Elphinstone, who completed his
mission to Afighanistan in 1815, notes ibu'l Fazl's allegation that the
Hazaras were the descendants of gurrisons left in the Hindu Xush area by

the Mongol Prince Manku Xhan, the grandson of Ghengis Khan:-

‘The Tartar army used to be divided into a certain

number of Hazeurehs or regiments; and it is possible

that some of these bodies, originally left to occupy

part of a conquered country, may have given rise to

the nation of the Hazaras. 2
He does, however, raise the point of there being so many Turkish words in
the dialect of supposed Mongol descendants, and the additional factor that
if, as a corollary, one could assume their langusge to be originally
Turkie, why had they adopted i‘ersian, rather than the Turkic or Fashte
of their neighbours?

Y. Beveridge, A.8., The Babur Nemas in knglish, 1921.

2. Flphinstone, M., ceount of the ¥ of C 1, 1842, n.208.
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hurnes in 1242 renarks on indigenous attempis to further this idea

of ¥ongol descenti-

"Uhe luzerals state thenselves to be descended From
two brothers, Sadik Kumr snd Sadik Soiks, tadik being

a title among then. They are sarticulariy sentioned

I

in the amnals of Jingis Khan's wars; and %000 families

are sald to have heen Lef’t by thut congueror,®

Burnes may have tuken for historical fact what wore arobably tribal
histories and genealogies of a mythical nature. This is borne out by

the confused situation that followsi-

"he Huzaraehs thewselves cleim descent Irom the “oghianee
Toorks; sorme however, of those who live at Uih Joondec
deduce their linesse from a Yoresh Arab, others from
the Kibtee, a race coeval with the Jews, The Jouladee
Hugarahs of HooJuristan are asid fo be so culied from

a daughter of Afsariab.' (1842:07%0)

In fact, during the nineteenth century the theories reached absurd levels,
the favourite being the claim of descent from the Beni-isrsel, which has

S : 2
u#ls0 been accorded to the Pashtuns. Leech anpears to have taken
seriously the claim of brotherhood with the lurepesns, sn hoth were gone

) 3
sidered to be descendants of Japheth, son of Losh., sgzin, Bellew” connects
the dad anpelation of wany Lagzara tribes with a reference of Heredotus %o

the ushae, who setiled in the ancient kingdor of Ghov, =art of the pregent

llazarajat, John Gray4. physician to the Amir Abdur ‘ahmen, introduces

Ts  Burnes, i., Labool, 1842, ».23C,

2s» - Major Leech, & Suppiementary Account of the Luzaras, Journal of the
asiatic Jociety of Bengal, 1849, VOleilV, Yart I, pelie

3e  Bellew, H.d., Lngud into the it of ALy istan, 1891, n.6.

4s  Gray, J., A% the Court of the Amir, 1895, p.206




a new variation, describing the Hazarss as mainiy of Turkish origin,
but having trives anong them of Najmut, Hopt, ibyssinisan and Persian

descent!

Contenmporary writers have glso persetuated the theory of direct
1
descent frow the armies of longol invaders.  sliszabeih Bucon locates
the congol sourcss as Chagplaians fron Transoxisna vho entored afghsnistan
between 1224 and 1447.  asccording to her, the fifpean Pesinents recruiied
from Mongol tribes coincided in compositlon alrmost entirely with the

tribe, so that The military unit took on & tribal solic

ity.  Before

SR

the fifteenth century in ficionistan, hazars hed referyrod simply to a

{ 5 & wy - TN WL}
mountain tribe (hence the non=tongol 'Hazaras® of Saisakhs

shan and North
eat Pakistan), but by the fifteenth gentury the ters had increasingly

coue to reffer to spooifically Bongol trihes now situnted in the mountsin

iy

rOFions,. whus the transnosition of the iy

dan hazara or the Hongol

3 woudd indicate s seewingly logical shilt of resudy

cade Hongol

units ioto tribes resident in Afehanistan undory their wes-nt name.

oiiowing the etymoiogical (ine of reasoning, .acon uses the contemmorary
tribal terminology %o substantiate her arguasnt; for oxannis, she states
“het a nodern sub=tribe of the lesud is the Burjigsi, a nase sirongly

reriniscent of dordizin, the medieval Mongol ohox (ciar) to which Ghengis

“han belonged,

“he Russian Aslanov has developed this theo

iy and states that:-
‘“hen it began in 1221 - 1223, the Yongol troon invasion

of the territory of present~day Afshanistan brought forth
energetic onposition from the locsl peopis,  after cone

guering the country the fiongols left detachments there,

1.  Bacon, =., The ingu
Afghanistan, Southwestern Journal of Anthropology, 1951, wol.7, p.ajb.



Later four sons of Ghiengis {han and thereafter his
grandison iangu Yhan slso invaded, accomnanied by
thousands of nen who established percancnt garrisons
in the conquered countrys. These wen nixed with the

»

iocal neopie and gradually adopted the lan uape of the

conguered. ' (1969:36)

The writer does admit that there wsay have been more than one movement of
fongols into the area, but is forced to conclude that the contenporary
Hazara settiemcnt does not coincide with the origanal distribution of
settled Fongold detachments,  Aslanov rather suggests thad these Hongol
groups were vughed up from the fertile valleys and slopes of eastern and

northern sfyhaniatan to the hu

i valleys by Pashiuns frow the east and
gouth and Uzbeks from the north, The area lert to thew was then named

hezarajat after 1ts nopuiation.

Yhis body of theory leaves many guestions unanswored, however, fop
gxample the developnent of the langusges  Iazarsgd 4o s Snjiki ddalect
of versian, with a certain tongol and Twrkic vecabulary, “awsiri elepents
snd sone wnfiuence fron Pashito. irguistic annlysis hy E‘»x,xi:.ffiing‘ suggests
that the oresent dialect isg composed of the following three eliements:
pre~fongol Fersian, Mongel and Fodern Yajike e know from Jabur's accounts
that a wixed Hongel was being snoken in the Hagserajat in the sixteenth
century. By the eighteenth century this had become mainly Tajik.
Dulling's theory,therefore, is that a conguering Hongold group assumed
the language of the Iranian aborigines, while retaining a nuamber of terms

from iongol and Turkic-influenced Kongol, In fact, when cultural

1e  Dulling, G.., The lazaras

raian, 14973,



elements are more fulily exniored, then the rirst body of theory that I
outlined at the Leginning of this chapter, is seen to be redundant. As
the Hongols were largely nomadic, some writers found it difficult to ex-
vlain the setiied nature of the Hazars communitzie dneon and Hudson,
for examnie, are Forced to conclude that lazara social forms are a re-

sult of adaptation by the Fongols to conditions in Al'ghanistan:-

‘Geographical environment exerted tho mest anfiluences
the linzaras were not in onen stenpes, but contained
in narrow and deep velleys which senarated not only ons
cian from the next, hut the entire number from other
Lureo=tiongol tribues.  Undder consitricting conditions of
this sort, a Hongol feudalism (whose basis was not
uniquely iand) could very probably disintesrate and
giverground to small, self-suficient democratic agri-
cudtural commurdties, having & social lile based on co-

operation.®  (1241:257)

tore sstizfactory explanations are given by recent writers, such as
sehurmenn (1962) and Ferdinand ( 1964 ), who conclude that the Hazaras
sre the descendants of various sdmixtures of ethnic groupings, from on
one aide an autcchthonous agriculfural, mainiy Tajik nomiisce of the
central ifghan uplands, and from the other side norads of & Turco-
Bongolian and Turcen=fongolian-Iranian stock. It is suggested, then,
that fhis nomadic population migrated regularly and over & long period
Tor the summer season to the nountain districts of tne lozarat, By the
anixteenth century they had begun to settie in these siwwmer oncamrments

snd To subject themselves to the Tajik porulation. The nomads settled

and gave vheir Shi'ite religion to the Tajiks,

<here Schurmamn and YPerdinand differ is in their estimation of the
number of nomad incursions into central Afghanistan. OSchurmann

definitely suggests that there was one invasion:-
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ardng the niddle of the fifteenth century, a musber
of these nomadic groups {(Hazaras) both :fghan, Hongol
and mixed, must have moved eastward into what is now
southern aTghanistallecesscoint 8arly as Bebur's time some

had bepun to settle in the Hindu Zush.! (1962:118)

Ferdinsnd agrees with the theory of nomad ineursion, which he found con=-
firmed in local tradition, when a Hazara Khan of Pai Zangd related to

Mu in 1960 how the Hazaras were originally nonsds from Handahar, using

the Hazarajat as grazing land until they finally settled there, However,
he .COI‘;BEG’A:TS, in econtrast to Schurmann, that s long and comnliecated nrocess,
including rany nopmad incursions, has been involved in the formation of

the present day llagaras, Hacm1 is in agreement with this factor, but
persists wath the theory of the Chagataians invading fro» India and

Turksstane

Clearly, the question of ilazara ethnogenesis has beesn confused and
suggestive, but the discussion has obviously advancsd considerably sinc
the nireteenth century hypotheses,  when cultural slements such ag
lunguage, agricultural paiterns and socisl structure are gonalidersd, more

satisfactory theories are evinced,

The direvecnth Century Tribal Backeround

This section describes the structure of Hazara socisty ss it existed
in the ninsteenth century before the consolidation of state control under

a Sunni Jushtun regime headed hy Abdur dahman, The lazsrajat in the

1s  Bacon, &., deview of Schurmann (1962) in Central isistic Jour
1963, voll.8, .62,




nineteenth century was almost completely independent of the government
in Fabul, and had long resisted any attemnts at integration, slight
though these were up until 1880, Ferdinand congiders that at this

tige a kind of tribal feudalism ruled in the area with its hasis in

the iireaga system. This is attestsd by early writers; iivhinatone,

Tor exannie, describes the tribal divisions of the lagaras as Deh Lenges,
Leh Koondee, Jaughoree and Yolaudeh, being the largest.  According to
him, overall control was vested in the Sultan, who had abzoluie nower
over the tribe, to administer justice, immose Tines and executions.
wlnhinstone notes the wealth of the Sultans, 'who heve good cantles,

ine ciothes and servanis adorned with gold and silver,' {(1842:719
Eerrieri deseribes the eastern lazara population ss stratching from tie
fandu zush to the frontiers of ¥andahar, They were known as the Hezara
s Koh or fusht loh (beyond the mountains), and were divided into the
Yekoo Clingy, Leh Lingy, ier Jingeli tribes, =ach soverned hy senarate
chiefs, and the Deh Xondi, Boleor snd ¥udelane, who wers united uwnder one

¢hief, Burneg gives the divisions of the Hazaras su iwhzuncee, Dih

foondae, Iih Choupan or Zurdaloo, Bulktiaree (near G ls daghoree,
Jehsood and various other small groups such as the Chulic, iouladee and
Sheilh 411 of Ghorband, making 67,000 in alle “he chiels in the central
areas were known &s mirg ond towards Turkestan as hegs. Cclurmenn
5:19%12:?‘{7;'2), Bwrasts that these ara not in fact tribal desipgnations, bhut
rather territorial, and on the whole the sources are not conciusive
enough to demonstrase that 8 tribal feudalise did have o basis in the

a.lﬂ&:;. sl S;‘T:‘Stf?ﬂ.

e Ferrier, J.P., Caravan Journeys snd wanderings in Persis,

sfghandstan, Turkestan and deluchistan, 1856,
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45 & clue to more accurate invesiigation into tribsl delinceation,

4
1
fk

er ouggests that

dal has been swygested,  Fraser-iyi

of the ‘ersisn dah {ten) anit therefore reflects

divisions of the hongolse Ferdinand {195%9:14), howsver,
considera thal dai nay be the plurel of deh, meaning villape, ag in Dal
cangi, for examples Dai-i-cangl - the village of langd,

He notes the
nesgibildsy ol s further commection with day, which din the Hazarsjas

of winter fodder or of bushes gatherad Yor fuel i.6,

w coliected together'.  In this ddeg of

with the Fashito zal, which penerally roans

the tribel name Ghilzai, llarakzai or Dohamedzai, but can also rafer to

& genaral coliectivaty, gathered together fov a sywelflie mornosge, for
o the tine of Jjihad (holy werle

dmparas today exoial
#0 until more research is undertaken e shall sope

% this explanation.

. .
£yl
a ITAnE

eteenth century renort on the Hazarajat nrade for the Government

of India thwows some light on the political structure of the liazaras, as
well as wsrovidang interesting information on saterial culture, The
nost relevant noints are given below, following the form of the

Report

4rgi Lniing oal

ach tribe in turn.

Cohaned hwads

This tribe was resident in the Ghazni district, with Ghulam Husain
a5 Hhitlle

The tribe nuabered 3U clans, each composed of betwsen 20 to

ifraser Tytler, W., afghanistan, 1950, p.57,

Reort on the lazaraist hy Subedar Mubsmcad Husssin than,
=econd Odxhs, Hative Attache, sfphan Boundary Commigsion, 1886.
Indis Office lLibrary and iecords, 1y PiS/1/49, p.415-437.
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500 families, making 3,330 families in all, Seven maliks or headmen
controlied these clans under the direction of the khan. “he Fohaned
fhwaja, as sedentarists, lived in mud and stone houses hiilt inside
large stone gal'a or forts. agricultural nroduce was comrosed of

wheut, barley, i.dian corn, Jentils, peas and sore anricots and apnle
trees.  llorses, asses, bullocks, sheep and gosts were reared and Dbarak
{woollen cloth! carpets, sacks and ropes were made froo the sheep's wool,
Chat'f, lucerne and clover were collected and stored Tor fodders  During
the three months snow season, the population were confined to the
settlenent, and were Yvery hapny during this B88AS0N, being sale and securs
from afghan ooression',  There was some migration to Jandahar, Guetis
and Feshawar in the winter to work as coolies, snd othere of this tribe

were extensively euployed in Afghanistan as grooms.

in 1810 povernment revenue had been assessed at 25,040 Zabuld runees
collecved in kind, as coins wers not available. uiier Anir Dost dchaned
E26-24 0, this was raised to SHyUUU rupees, colliectod in cunhe  nder

sbhdur aadwen, ruling at the tine of the Aaport,revenus was gassessed at

e

VAYYLng rutes Sor animais, fines Tor assault, otc, rach man contraciing
msarriage oald 10 rupees, but i the bride wus & widow, only % rupees

were extracted,

sdshetu
B S )

4 tribe of about 16 clans each controllied by maliks and numbering
8,470 feralies in all,  In 188% the Anir Abdur Hahman hirself had
appointed Aii rhan as chief of the tribe, Agriculturel nroduction

seems to have been quite extensive, including the cereals and pulses
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mentioned before, plus rice, apricots, apples, pears, grapes, melons
ard potatoes, sv well as the animals listed above. kevenue accordingly
was high, sveraging 50,000 rupees, no limit being set on the fines for
any crimne or rebellion, Large numbers of the Jighstu enlizted in the

afghan infentry and cavalry and in the winter worked as coolies in

Feshawar and sandahare

Zarginn

This tribe consisted of & clans of 1,470 families who, a hundred
yeers previously, had separsiod from the Besud Dazaras and settied in
Sandane a5 there wes limited snow in the areas, they remuined sedentary
adl yeur through, producing cerials, pulses, carrols and tuinips, Grass
ror Yodder was brought from the hills and dried. ‘ool prodects fron

D included carpets, socks and mule bass. & revenue of

ISYIE S T e
hate and s

Tyt runces was oald to the govermment in cash.

Pag=i=ioh lazaras

? “

Undier this title are subsumed the folluwing ciens: Jirghai Hosi
Siiharamad Puya, Fauladi, Deh Zangd Yatu, dolsi, Sultan Ahmad, Uruzgan,
tolya, Falandar and Deh—i-Chaupan, numbering 44,500 fapilies in all,

All these ciang were at the time of writing independent of the Awir arnd
sere Jiving in the marginal lands around Ghor nrovince, lere the elimate
was bad, with enowfalls sometines lasting as long as five months, In
Uruzgan and Hujaristan (where the Fauladi were foundd the climate was
nore conducive and grapes and melons wers produced, ~ The reporier is

very insistent on the feuding, ungodly nature of these clansg, who were
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'poor and thieves, so wild that they never come to Kabul.' It is not
surprising, perhaps, to learn that there was no migration among these

clans to work in servitude or as labourers.

Balkhabl

This tribe lived in the inaccessible ares of Balkhsb, betwesn
Turkestan end Deh Zangi, and was composed of ten clans plus refugees
from all Hagara clens, numbering 10,000 families in all., Confusingly,
the names of the khans or chiefs of the clan are given, but not of the
overall authority. The Balkhabi susmered in the ¥oh Char ares with
their flocks while the cultiwators remained in Balkhab. “here is evident
Ugbek influence according to the informant, in that 'they wear chapkan
(coat) and turban like the Usbegs.' Up until 1870 they had been indevendent

and paid no revenue, but at the time of writing were paying 4,3%0 rupees.

Deh Mirdad end others

This includes tribes from the Besud amd Dal Zangl area who had been
settled in Darr-i-Yusuf in Magar district about twenty years rreviously,
and numbering altogether 4,370 families, Houses were built in the open
plaing with few forts, and flocks were taken to summer 'sanitaria'’ vhere
the Hazsras lived in tents or thatched sheda. Irrigated land could be
had in the Darr-i-Yusuf ares for nothing and Jgllam land, dependent on
rainfall, produced good harvests of melons and pumpkins. Large numbers
of horses were kept for ploughing. As with all the other Haszara grouns,

descriptions are given of their weaponry, in this case muskets, pistols and
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swords. Cash revenue was exacted on families and horses and that on sheep
was taken in kind. In addition, one quarter of the produce taken from
irrigated land and one tenth of that from unirrigated land was also taken

from them.

An Tsmaili tribe living in the Mazayr district and independent until
1870. Eight clans numbering 3,090 families were ruled by three paliks,
but we are not told of any overall authority. Agricultursl produce was
poor and thus revenue was asgessed st a low rate. There was no migration
among this tride in search of empioyment. The reporter notes that 'they
take regular exercise and are expert in climbing up mountains.' 3,000
Sheikh Ali families are also mentioned as living in Ghorband, a dependency

of Xabul, and others mummbering 6,000 families living in Khanabad.

Chahardaste

A tribe of 1,810 fenilies in 14 clens living in the Ghazni district.
Their chief, ¥aiz Muhawmad Khan, had been executed by order of Amir Abdur

Rahman, and at the time of writing they were without a chief.

Deh Zangl

A tribe of four principal sections, each with a c¢lan chief and sub-
sidiary maiiks, of 670 families in all, attached to the Bamian district

and subject to Kabul. Their revenue was assessed at & low rate. It
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is stated that among the Deh Zangi, alone of all the Hazarsa tribes, the mir
or clan chief (emong the Deh Zangi generally known as‘pgg) owned all the

cultivated land in addition to the power of dispossession,

Deh Kundi

A tribve of 19 clans and 11,010 families living near the city of
Gizao, on the Helmund, Gizao must have been quite substantial, having
four gates, fifty shops and eigﬁt hundred Tajik families resident. The
chief of the Deh Kundi was always chosen from the Daulat Beg clan, who
had been instrumental in tribal struggles with Firozkohis and Taimanis to
the west, C(Cereals and pulses were produbed in this ares, but winters
were severe, with snows sometimes from October to March, so that families
were forced to store food and fuel enough to last for five months. Cattle
were taken for summer grazing to fhﬁ wountains where the Hazaras lived in
tents. There was no migration for employment, and cloth, i:on and indigo

were imported by Qizilbash merchants,

Ih this case 13,030 families, 'very fond of arms', were divided into
Seven clans headed by a mir, and clan sections headed by a lambardar. The
Amir appointed a separate governor over the Besud since their subjection in
the 1840s. Taxes and revenue before the time of Abdur Rahman seems to have
been excessive, but under Abdur Rshman we are merely told of cash revenue on
animals and one tenth of the produce of irrigated land. Barak, ghi and

kurut were the main products. Due to over-exploitation of the resources in
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the area and the heavy taxzetion, large numbers took seasonal work in the
winter in Kebul end India,

Jaghord

A tribe of seven dastas (clans) numbering 5,420 families in all.
Previously the chief had always been chosen from the Alam Beg Clan, but
Abdur Hahman had executed the last one and appointed a governor over them.
Cereals, pulses, melons and apricots formed the main produce along with
the wool s.nd wilk producta common to the other lazsras. (assh revenue
«a8 58,000 rupees, plus more in kind, the governor extracting one rpee
per family for himself. In addition, Abdur Hahman hed imposed taxation
on animals as well as taking one tenth of the produce of unirrigated *iami
for the state, The repoi'te# states that numbers of the Jaghori served
in Afghan cavalry regiments and the very poor laboured in Xabul and

Peshawar during the winter,

Another report’ prepared for the Government of India gives us some
wore details of tensncy arrengements smong the lazaras. Two lazars-
popuiated areas lay within the larger aveas known as Ghaznis these were
Deh Mirded, north of Ghasni between Wardak and Hazara Besud, and the ares
known as Hazara, in the west. Here the jais, or settled inhabitants of
the area formed hereditary artisan families, producing the saddles, pustins
(sheepskin coats) and shoes that were Ghasni's main products at the time.
Grain, fruit and vegetables were grown on the irrigated lend by the deh

khans (tenants) of the landowners. The tenancy arrangements were such

by E.G.Hastings, Politi(,al wrimr.xam erld F‘orce, 1880, LoGoks
L/ P/ /26, p.3%3.
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that the deh khans, if they provided cattle for the plough and half the
amount of seed, reccived one third of the produce, but were liable to
dispossession after the crops were gathered., Rules of property holding
are stated in the report to have been according to the Shari's (eccle-

gimstical law) so that women would theoretically able to hold land.

Subedar Muhsummad Hussain Khan's report, limited though it is in
scope, indicates some important points relevant to an exsmination of
Hazara society in the nineteenth century. These are: the tribel
structure and the domination of the chiefs, village settlements, an in-
creasing dependence on agriculture ss opposed to pasturslism, internecine
fighting and the presence in certain areas of government intervention,
All these points are brought out by other writers. The tribal structure
vas noted by the nineteanth century travellers, who were quoted before.
iogarding the social structure in a society experiencing the transition
from pastwralism to sgriculture, the only itwo interpretations offered in
any detail are by the two Russians, Aslanov (1969) and I&awéov‘ o They
gee nineteenth century Hazara society as essentiaily feudal, a result of
feudalisation in late medieval or modern times, Clauss stratification,
which began when the few leaders and their cohorts accumulated large herds
of livestock, was intensified when ths‘ﬂamms changed to settled agri-
culture. large portions of the best lands were gathered into the hands
of the malike and hegs, and ihough this process had varistions in the
different tribes, the end result overall was the creation of a landowning

elite. The office of feudal khan by the nineteenth century had become

1. H&mov’ OD;; Lhe UBEA L, 2 il g 213 Civdpdd
Afpghanistan, Central Asian 9.9?1&&4, 3966, vnl.XIV 9.52.
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hereditary {as we saw among the Daulat Begs mentioned in the Report),
and the incumbant exacted certain rights and privileges. The gal's or
fortress structures in which the khans lived can be seen in Afghanisian

NOWe

Davydov notes that in the process of feudal developrent, major
military-feudal unions came into being, embracing several villages. The

leader was elected by the village elite, composed of the rish safeds

(vhitebeards), pullahe and sayyeds. He could then exact rent from the
population in the form of one third of yield, half the value of il handuade
articles, one fortieth of the livestock produce and one slave from every
three families., In addition, each village had to equip and maintein
horsemen at the rate of one per family. John 8ray, who travelled through
the Hagarajat during his time in Afghanistan, noted that the Hagzara
political structure was considerably more despotic than that of the Afghans,
whose own political organisation was generally seen by foreigh visitors

as anarchic chaos, but which in fact preserved a large element of democracy
through the Jjirgah or tribal council,

In conclusion, Davydov considers that the institutions of rural
society among the iiaseras were converted into an instrument of exploitation
wvhich had already begun before the Hongol invasions. This is in contrast
to Cchurnann, for example, who conaiders that the Mongol nomads arrived in
the Hazafajat as feudal seigneurs ready to exploi? the Tajiks, and he has
accordingly searched among the Daulat Begs for patriarchal features in-
herited from mediewal Mongols.

Gertainly, there is considerable evidence for the existence of
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military-feudal unions, especially when we consider the extensive

comments from the ninsteenth century writers on the internecine fighting
within the Hagzaras, confirmed by the Subedar's Report. Thelr fortress-
like village settlements were prepared for defence; Ferrier ’for one des—

cribes the vast arms that could be utilised by the clan leaders:-

"Whe Sirdar Hassan xXhan ben fJorad is recognised as their
suprerme chief by the other three tribes of the lazara
Pusht ¥oh....This chief can assemble in arms 25,000 horse
and 3,060 foot and even doubie the number in case of
pressing necessity.' (1897:221)

Ferrier also noted that the Hazara women, who 'enjoyed perfect liberty’,

slso used weapons and rode to arms with the men.

As early as the sixteenth century, this internal factiunaiism had begun

to manifest itself, Abu'l Fazl declaring that the Hazarss had been:-

',..s0i%0d by cupidity and they have thus become (divided)

into bands and bands. They play a two-faced game and
ghow the amity of the wslf.’t

sl hinstone observed thati=

'"They have constant disputes among themselves so that thers
is scarcely a Hagaureh tribe which is not at war with its
neighbours.®  (1842:211)

and Ferrier later wrotes-

'The Pushi Koh Hazaras of Hassan XKhan ben Zorab are con-
stantly divided among themselves, either by intrigues of
subaltern chiefs, or by family quarrels; they ars always

1s PFrom the Afy—i-Akhari, quoted in Schurmann, 1962, p.117.
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scheming and plotting on against each other, and thus
are ever exhausting that strength to their own detriment,
which 1f consolidated and well-directed, would render
them terribie to the Afghans, with whom they are con-
stantly at war.' (1856:221)

Robert (}m'a_*;'ialél1 has at¥empted to provide an explanation for this
factionalism smong the Hazarss. He argues that sratial relations in

the Hazarajat impeded social relations to such an extent that political
loyalties were not profiitable beyond the scale of the local region, and
placed certain communities in zones naturally conducive to the fragmenta~-
tion of political alignments, Spatial relations are dependent on geo-
physical fectors and transport technology, which in turn conitrol the extent
of social relations within an area, The Hasarajat itself is particularly
rugged and inaccessible, and can be divided into a number of seemingly
natural regions, having diverse ecological and spaiial characteristics.
Lach region is composed of a lowland plain surrounded by valleys of vurying
size. The plain being warmer and well-watered by streams is more profitable
for agricultural exploitation, in addition to being the place where the
traffic converges and markets develop. The higher valleys, on the other
hand, &re generally colder, less watered and more inasccessible, with a
lower level in population density. There are exceptions, for example,
where a highland population may control a strategic pass or have neigh-
bouring communities who are easily accessible and socially tributary to
them. This population could then make their own territory a political
centre, depending on how well thay are able to retain autonomy from cut-

side rulers and to dominate thelr own marginal communities,

1.
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Canfield considers that in the nineteenth century, the central
valley of each region was controlled by a 'peramount chief', the Sultan,
and the marginal places by subservient chiefs, this being borne out as
far as we can tell by the Subedar's Report. These would be chosen in most
cases from the Sultan's own kinm. and in fact Ferdinand (1959:22)
suggests that this family hierarchy was so strong that if a khan failed
to produce a son, his eidest daughter would becoms the ruler, with the
title ggha, and perhaps marrying a common man from within the tride.
Canfield's supposition is that, despite these ties of kinship, contra-
dictory politicel affilistions developed between the parsmount chief and
the subservient chiefs., Thus localised resistance to centralised control
coincided with the rivalries of royal kinsmen, and this was enhanced by
the limits fixed on social alignment by the terrain itself. He concludes,
therefore, that despite thelr common cultural heritage, the Hagara tribes
remained in a divided condition. Admitiedly, this is only desling with
one variabie, that of the environment, in order %o explain social conflict,
but Canfield considers that this is the most important frame of reference
to be utilised in a discussion of this particular aspect of Hazara

society.

A contributory factor to the dissenbion among the Hazara tribes may
have been the continuing encroachment into the lazarajat by Pashtun tribes,
which could have strengthened the individual territorial claims of the
Hazaras. This is another wrocess that seems to have been continuing for
several hundred years. In the time of Babur's grandson {1600) fighting
was prevalent between nomads and Hazaras. though the aggresaion seems %o
have originated with the Hasaras, in contrast to later patterns, described

in Chapter Five. Babur states that parts of southern Afghanistan towards
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Kalat were once held by the Barluk ping or hagarah, indicating the
extent of moverents in subseguent years. Regarding more recent move-
uents of Pashtun tribes into Hazara territory, laveriy observed that dus
to increases in popuiation, the Ghilzai tribes were consptantly expanding

their territories and nmoving the Hazaras further west:-

*Yithin the last century and a half or two centuries,
especially from the time that the Chalzeil Afghans threw
off the yoke of the Safawis, they (the Ghwariah Knel)
began to encroach on the lazarah people snd o thrust

them back towsrds the west; and on account of the steady
increasse of scme branches of the Ghalsals, many of them are
ilats, koohis or nomads, this is still going tzm.‘1

Furthermore, in east Wardek the Hazaras were in a ainority due to Chalzai
encroachments on districis formerly held by them, including many parts

of the Kebul %o Ghagni route. It seems fairly certsin that these move-
mente were spontansous, a result of population expansion, unlike the large
scale resettling of nomad Pashtun popuiations in Hasara territory that

was carried out under govermment supsrvision, for politicai ressong, later on,

There are two further aspects of Hagara society at this time that are
continuations of previous patierns: slavery and urben migration. Leech
described how 'the slaves in Afghanistan are Hagara, and the Afghans say
it 1s a8 lawful %o buy and sell them as negroes.' (1845:340 ) later

Burnes poted thats-

'iThe llazara are & race of gocd disposition; but are oppressed
by all the neighbouring nations, whom they serve as hewers
of wood and drawers of water. Many of them are scld into
slavery; and there is little doubt that they barter their
children for cloth and necessaries to the Usbeks.®' (1842:2%1)

1. R&Verty, H.G;. 3¢,

gtan, 1888, p.35,
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Most servant women in the B_;ain towns were Hagmars and there are many
records of, for example, babies being bought for half a crown and women
for fifteen shillings. The wmain slave dealers were the Uzbeks. Captain
John Wood, on his journey through the Hazarajat to the Oxus, encountered

many poor Hazaras, either travelling to the socuth or to Kabul in search
of food and works:-

'ivery day we encountered parties of half-famished Hazara,
abandoning their inclement mountains for the less rigorous
winter of the plains."

For some of the Hazaras an early snowfall had destroyed their crops and as
they had been unable to pay their tribute to Amir Dost Mohamed, their
sheep had been seized. As I mentioned before, the slave dealers were
usually Ugbeks, but the dealers Captain Wood met were Afghans, who were

most embarrassed at being discovered in this role,.

As far as urban migration is concerned, most of the ninetsenth
century writers comment on the number of Hazara labourers in the main
towns of Kabul, Kandahr and Ghazni, confirmed again im the Subedar's
Report. Babur also mentions that there were large numbers of Sultan
Mag'udi tribesmen in Kabul during his time there, but we cannot be sure
of their purpose in staying in the city. Burnes noted in 1842 that there
were an estimated 10,000 Hazaras, some slaves and some free, in Kabul,
clearing roofs of snow and acting as porters. Apart from the urban mi-
gration within the country itself, many writers also mention the seasonal

exodus in search of labouring work to north west India, especially Peshawar,

1. Captain John Wood, A Journey to the Scurce of the River Oxus,
1872, p.126.
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Reviewing this informstion on Hazara society in the nineteenth
century, then, we have s picture of disparate tribes clinging énto their
territories and continuing a patiern of conflict that ignored their
common culture and their Shi'a religion. Svontaneous interference was
already occuring from Pashtun tribes and increasing government control
in the form of revenues and the appointment of governors over chiefs,
This extension of state control, which as will be indicated in the
following chapter, was partly occasioned by international political
fectors, was to play on the Sunni—Shi'a*ag&agonism that ran through all
contacts of Hazaras with other etlmic groups. Until these extraneous
factors came into being, however, the Hazaras attempted 10 preserve
their isolation, though evidence of slevery and urban migretion indicates
that wider economic factors would probably have proved %oo gtrong anywey,
for the Hazzras not to be absorbed into the national economic and poli-

tical systen,
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This chapter discusses the political amd socisl developmentas in
Afghanistan since the late ninsteenth century that have impinged on
Hagara society as it was described in the last chapter, amd that have
also affected inter-ethnic relstions. %he most important development
is the unification of the Afghan state and the consolidation of Pashtun
powers Up to the time of Abdur Reshman, Afghan rulers sought to create
a united state through the process of gradusl accretion of power to the
central govermment, manceuvring tribal slliances and forging personal ties
of loyalty to the ruler., Howaver, the rulers became increasingly dependent
on the Durrani clans rather than the other iribes for their defence and
eontrol, 8o that the development of the stade of Afghanistan becane at

the same time a rise $o power of the Sunni Pashtuns.

The loss of Peshawar amd the Punjedb in the Sikh wars had deprived
afghanistan of wvaluable economic assets, so that throughout the first
half of the nineteenth century, the towns had gone into decline and
commercial activities had suffered accordingly. HMany regions, inclwding
the Hazarsajat, hed freed themselves from economic and political dependence
on the urban centres and returned to a natural economy. The process in
the second half of the century was a reversal of this, consolidating
Paghtun control over urban and rural centres and opening up the whole

countyy to the state markel,

In their attempts to centralise this state control, however, the
various rulers found their actions limited by the Shari's (ecclesiastical
law) and the strength of Pashtunwall (the customery coes of hehaviour and
conflict regulation among the Pashtuns) and the jirgahs (tribal councils),

Among the Pashiuns, suthority wes distriduled awmong the members of the
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council and depended more on judicious patterns of asilegience rather
than coercion. Arong the llazsras, on the other hand, the political
structure focused on the leadership of the powerful mirs and melils.

It would not seem unreasonable to suggest that, in this case, the ruler
cguiﬁ concentrate his sttack on these figurcheads, and cripple the

scclety by thus undermining the sythority structure.

Under Shah Durrant (1747-73), the Mohamed Kwaje and Jaghatu Hazeras
had been sulxlued to the extent of paying revenue to Xabul. Anir Dost
Mohamed (1826-38 and 1842-63) extended this control over lazera tribes
by conquering the powerful Besud. Throughout his reign, he followed a
policy of divide and ruls, exploiting the Sunni-Shi’'a divisions and aiming
to prevent an alliance between the Hazaras and the Qizilbash (Shi'as of
Peraian o:igin, living mainly in Kabul). A certein smount of centra~
lisatlon was scconplished in the adsinistration of Justice and the collse-~
tion of taxes. lUrban Hazaras were hard hit, having to pay tazes both to
local chieftains &8s well as to Dost Hohamed. By 1863 all major towns were
under Barsksel rule, although the dmir could hardly be ssid to have united

the country, since the political boundaries had yet 1o be determined,.

amir Sher Ali (1869-79) subdued the Balkhab, Sheikh Ali, Dai Zangi,
Dai Kundi and Jaghori Hazaras to the extent of their paying revenue to
the Kabul suthority, but retaining their own girs. HMHore than Dost
fohamed, Sher Ali attempted to remove powers, such as those of taxation,
from the provincial centres and transfer them to Ksbul., I{ was his aim
also to bresk up the tribal military organisation and replace it by a
mercenary army. However, it could be argusd thet this system of internal
government undermined the national foundations of the Amir's power, for
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the standing army was regarded by the local chiefs as a menace to their
independence. The enlistment of troops and the consequent taxation to
pay for them inereased the unpopularity of the Anmir throughout the

country. By therefore centralising his authority, the Anir was isolating

himgelf from vital sources of potential suppors,

By 1879 tsxation had becowe extensive. In the Ghamni district

revenue from the land fell into three categories at this tine:-

e Jemabsst - pert cash, part kind.
2. Sekhot - one third share of tha produce.

3¢ Khaba ~ one half share of the produce from lands that were con-
sidered government property, i.e. which had scerued to the state through

desertion of previous owners, or the failure of heirs.

kajuhat or taexes fell into nine categoriss:-

e Hayer - customs transit dutles.

2. 4Zarasb Xhana -~ mint tax on the restanping of copper coins.

e  Tobacco licence,

4. Dbalaii - bazsar sgent's isx,

5¢ Halla Dagh ~ tax on meat kiiled and brought into the town of
Ghazni for consumption.

6. IHashus Fgroghi - licence to sell silk.

7. Zurszudari - licence to weigh grain.

Be  Kotusli - paid by the ynli (governor) and reimbursed by him from
fines and bribes.

1. This oydnion is taken from a report prepared by the Foreign
Department of the Government of India, under Lytton, snd sent to
Viscount Cranbrook, Secretary of State for India, on Tth July 1879.
1.0.ke WREYT/22, 11505, o
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9. Sirgalls - a tax on sheep,

The hakim (sub-governor) was uitimately responsible for the collection
of revenue and taxes in his position as civil administrator and lialson
with the Xabul government. In the Hazarajat the maliks acted as tax

colleciors and wisldsd considerable powor.

Obviously, this encroachment of the government bureaucrscy provoked
congiderable antsgonism emong the tribeas. In 1875 there was a foud re-
ported between Naib Mahmud Khan, Governor of the Hassrsjat, and Mir Nasir
Beg of Hazara, the latter being fined and instructed to pay revenue direct
to the Kabul govermment rather than through the Governor, but by July of
that year, the Governor himself waa alleging that he was a }r,muprﬂ:*.‘k This
issve was at various times teken up by the pullahs, whose influence was
being partly nsurped by the secular suthorities, To Amir Sher Ali's de-
claration that he wished only to promote the strength of Islam by taking
taxes and lewvying recruits for the army, the Mullsh Mushk-i-Alam promised
him 30,000 men, but continued te deny the supply of taxes. The British

in Xabul noted the growing unrest:-

'The Amir's subjects are very heavily Msﬂed. The
extortionate exactions of the collectors are worse than
the taxes. The capitation tex and the forced military
service have created an alarming excitement. In several
places the people have emigrated rether than submit to
the extortionate demands of forced labour and %axes in
woney and kind. At Turki the ;meopla murdered their
Governor and seven of his mm.'a

1o Kabul Diary, 19th July 1875. I.0.L. L/ReS/7/4.
2.  Kabul News, September 1877. 1.0.L. L/P&S/7/17, p.169.
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This indigencus process of state creation, through centralisation
of government and increasing huresucratic control of the provinces by
a Durrani Pashtun elite was greatly affected by the develomments of
vestern imperialism, The creation of Afghanistan as a ‘buffer state®
strengthened tribal and religious power in the country and the importance
of the Durrani clans themselves, The advent of British and Ruésian
interests in the area has been well-documented, so Y shall only brisfly
describe the international political factors relevant to the Afghan
situation. Throughout the nineteenth century, Britain was attempting to
congolidate her control over the north west frontier of India., Although
the desired extent of this control varied with the home government of
the day, it was also determined by the encroachment of Russia on the
Central Asian khansies. A gradusl annexation of the areas north and
south of Afghanistan - Quetta annexed to the British in 1879, Merv to
Russia in 1884 - was coupled with s desire on the part of the British
{as fur as the Government of India and Her Hajesty's Governwent agreed on
this point), to establish control over the dispurate tribal groups in the
area. The question was not so much of an imminent Russian invasion of
India, but the need of the Britigh imperialists to ¢r-nirol the Indus
watershed and the strategically vital passes leading into India, This
was geen to involve either the total annexation of Afghénistan and the
establishment of a strong military line between the two European empires,

or the indirect control of an Afghanistan split into puppet kingdoms,

The American adventurer, Josiah Harlan, gave the Afghan view of

this imperislistic conflict as follows:-
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'The Russians are viewed by the Mohamedans of Asia as

a power whose civilisstion flows through the mild and
fertilising streams of commercial enterprise; whilst
the English are viewed as the avaricious and bloody
votaries of devastating invasions who recklessly sacri-

fice all that oppose their own love of independernce as

a bar to their ambitious praé,eeta."

Two wasteful and bloody Anglo-Afghan wars in the nineteenth century would
seem to add some strength to this portrait. The first stage of the
Second Anglo-4fghan War ended with the humiliating Treaty of Gandamak
(26th May 1879), in vhich the loss of territory and aeutonomy for the
Amir Yskub Khan reached a nadir. Fighting was renewed until Abdur Rahman
Khan was recognised by the British as Amir in July 1880. The Anglo-
Persian Commiggion :;n 1895 established the western boundary of the
country, between 1880 and 1895 the Anglo-Hussian Boundery Commission
established the north and northeastern frontiers, end then in 1893 the
Durand line was set up ag the border with YIndia., VFinaily, the ¥ar of
Independence in 1919 concluded with the Treaty of Rawalpindi, which

finalised the withdirawsl of British influence in Afghanistan.

Relations beotweaen Afghanistan am Britain had been officially opened
in 180%, with Blphinstone's mission to Sheh Shuja. Already, in 1839-40
some Huzaras were serving in Brosdfoot's Sappers, and when, after the
destruction of the British force in Kabul in 142, some British prisoners
were itsken to Bamian, a certain ideutenant Byre wrotei-
'September 12th. At night we were assured that the vhole

Huzareh popuiation of the valley were on our side and ready
to take up arms against Akhar.'a

1. h&l’l&n, Jo, R

’,M‘.‘i! mmm,‘!%a, ?.43.

2. Quoted in Brigadier ., P:.erre &mb\u'y A Brief History of the
Hagars Pionesrs, 1949.
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At various points in the nineteenth century Hazaras moved to India for
employment in heavy work such as quarrying, and from here they enlisted
in various divisions of the Native Army (124th and 126th Balochistan
Infantry and the Guides Cavalry). 7This was all piecemeal recruitment,
but in 1904 Kitchener directed Major C.w.Jacoh %o raise a batislion of
Hazara Pioneers. Yubsequently called the 106th Hazara Pioneers, they
were raised at fuotts snd later disbanded in 197%2-%3. After 1914 it
was found more difficult to recruit Hazaras direct from the Hazarajat and
the military asuthorities had to turn to Hazars refugees in Meshed instead,
This was partly due to modification in the attitude of the Afghan govern-
ment towards the Hazaras, so that they couid now enlist in the Afghan
irmy. The lazara Pioneers served in Mesopotamis in 191% and in rear of
the Imperial Hussian Armies in 1914-18. After the 1617 Revolution, some
were stranded in Uiberia and fought with the White Hussisns sgainst the
Bolghewiks. An indication of the British attitude towards the Hazaras
within their arwy is given in & report of an ‘eye witness' at ¥s Simn,
January 1917:-

They were all fairer than many Englishmen after s year in

Hesopotamia and they spoke a kind of Mongol Persian with a

Tibetan intonation....The Hazara is probably the nearest

approach to a Furopean you will find in the Indian Army.

It is odd that a cross of the Mongol and the Semitic

should have produced this breed. I do not know the Tartar

in his home, but these desgendants of his have much in

common with uss In his sense of humour, quick temper,

rough and tumbly mrestling, ragging and practical jokes,

and a practical common sense; in his curiosity and love of

travel, in his complexion and disposition, and in his easy-

going habits of life, the Hazars is not so very far removed
from the Yslander of the ¥West.' (Bunbury)
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It is evident, therefors, that for a considerable period of time,
the lazaras allied themselves with a foreign, and essentirlly mggressive
pover, which was perhaps willing to expleit their ambivalent position
within Afghan society. This may be related to the low statuz position
of the Hazaras at that time, so that an allisnce with the 'enemy' could
hardly lower their position any further. Already, in Pashtun terms,
they had failed to achieve the norms of the larger soccietys their physical
characteristics, relizion and economic position hud assured that. In
addition, it is possible that the Brditish wished to exploit the already
exiating animosity between the lazaras and the Afghans to their own

advantage.

Throughout the Tirst phaas of the Second Anglo-Afghmn Yar, several
limzara chief's had offered their services %o the Indian Army, and in the
second part of the Jar, the pumbers increased congidersbly. leading
men of the Besud and Jeghori met General Rebheris in Habul and he was
very impressed with thems He had realised that as the Haszara country
extended frore Kabud to Herat, their co-operation would be crucisl to sny
extension of British inflvence in the area. It is probable that Roberts
overegtimated the importance ':‘;f" the Hasaras to the British campaign, but

nis view way nevertheiess sharsd by Surgeon-Hajor Bellews—

‘For us, in vur new reletions with Afghanistan, this people
has 8 specisl and very imnortsnt interest. With good
management they may he attached to us and owr interests
andl are capable of being convertsd into a very powerful

advance-guard of our military position im this country .'3

’o Eellﬁ“f, H.'?:!.' QQ&:

y Dellf,



How much the British influenced inter-ethnic conflict is difficult
to assess, but it is certain at lesst that fighting between Hazaras
and Afghans increased at this time. During the troubles hetween the
Hazaras and the Andari Populszais in Jamrud in 1879, the Hazars paliks
commentad that the nelightbourhood had bheen entirely ruined by Afghans
and gave a 'pitiful account® to the British authoritiss of the present
state or their people. 4 raeport by a British officer on the fsuds
between lazaras and Afghans {they are not named), in Karabagh sheds some

what different iight on the inter-ethnic relationship:-

*Phat the extrecwdinery bitterness of the present emnity
between the two tribes is a product of & very recent

date is made evident by the fact that Afghan and Hazers
villagers in Harabagh are interspersed with cne another
with no atteant at distinetion. The inhabitants tilled
the same ground, used the same streans and drew water from
the same wells. Though there was ro friendship, there
w48 no active emnity; both were alike restrained by the
fear of the superior force at Kabul, and disputes when they
did ocour were of 8 petty nature and strictly lecalised,
Low, hoveyer, in that on either side no quarter is shewn
either 4o age or sex and the women have been treated with
every circumstance of dighonour, it can hardly be possible
that at least for some years to come Afghan and Hassrs can
iive within many niles of one another. The anirosity be-
tusen the two extends even to the burisl grounds. As we
rode inte Mushakl we paseed on the right a very extensive
Muhanmedan cemetery with some handsomely carved white
uwarbie tombetonsa, All these ware broken, the Hazaras
scknovledging that this had been their work.'!

1. Hajor C.B.BE.8nith, Political Offz.cer, Sauth Afghanistan Fisld Force,
April 1880, in Gfficial Jo hel'e ey 1871980,
T.0.Le, L/P6S/20/8310,
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While we cannct posit any direct correlation between the British
presence and inter-ethnic conflict, it is cleer that sectarian groupings
are invoked and manipulated in situations which demand a polarisation
of ailegience. The British could be seen ss the nominal explcoiters of
the situation, vsing the Hazaras when they needed them, but an equally
important factor was the existent conflict between the provinces and the
central government, as well as the donflicts within the provinces them-
selves., The Hazaras hy virtue of their ambimwus status - on the one
hand as slaves or economic dependants with a low stetus in the religious
ideology, and on the other 8 viabie force managing to refain some control
over their territoriss - were probably the cne group that was liable to

be utilised hy an ocutside power.

Apart from their influence on the Hazaras, the imperinl powers, in
their creation of the 'buffer state' and their sunport of the autocratic
Abdur Rahman, strengthened the govermment's efforis to bring the whole
country under control. A8 far as foreign relations were concerned, the
Afghan ruler was, however, virtually powerless, and until 1919 the British
retained considerable influence in this sphere. In one sense, the two
vars against the British bolstered nationalist sentiments, strengthened
by the feeling that the wars had been a form of jihad. However, this
itself increased the power of the ulemg and the force of tribalism. The
wars had mainly damaged the eastern urbun centres and left the trihal
structures virtually unteuched. But in polarising Afghan forces against
each other, the British had rainforeed the traditionalist elements within
the country, the religious elite, which was often the same as the land-

S (tud
owning eiite, being the masﬁléx&mpla.



.81

The real consolidation of Sunni Pashtun power over the state of
Afghenistan was effocted by Amir Abdur Rehman (1880-1901). 4s the
first Afghan monarch %o invoke the divine right of kingship, he was
able throughout his sulficratic reign to extend centraliesed control
over both religious snd secular institutions in the country, and to
develop a stronger aray in ordsr %o enforce these changes., He attempied
to create a constitutional parlisment composed of girdars (the aristocrats)
and gullshs, whose positions would be hereditary, and the Klwenin nulld,
who were the representatives of the people, elected by the maliks,
They were to be sunppcrted by the sxecutive body, the khilwa$, but both
were under the ahsolute controel of the Amir. The country was %o be
divided into Turkectan, Herat, Kardahar and Kabul Provinces and seven
adrinistrative districts. Uach was to be adminigtered by the mrovincial
governor, the kazi (the judge in an ecclesiastical court), the kaotwal
(provinciel hesd of police) and the kafila baghi (head of the earavan
departmcnt), responsible for tax colloction and the treasury. The
Hazara maliks lost s large mart of their power under ths Anmir‘s reforns,
the independent rulers in the provinces were reduced t~ perely acting as

repregentatives of the Amir's government.

Abdur Rehman, declsring that 'more wars and murders have bsen caused
in this world by ignorant priests than by any other class of 12:6;'»1)}:1@',,‘i
also extended government control over the religious ésmblishment.
bringing it under secular crown control and thus answerable to the

government.,  In challenging the power of the mullahs, he tock over the

»

1. Mir Munshi, Sultan Mahomed Yhan, ed., The
1960, vol.t, p.251.




wagf (property set aside as religious endowment), preempted the right

to interpret Islsm and introduced exams for the pmullshs, thersby hoping
to reduce their numbers. The imir introduced the divieion of the law
into Shari's (that derived from the Quran), civil and tribal. The
registration of marrisge was introduced and divorced women allowed to

sue their husbands for alimony. Slavery wvas formelly abolished in

1895, vthough this was not enforced. One of the most unpopular moves
nade was to introduce the_hesht nafarl (eighth man) system of recruitment

into the army, by which sach tribe wis to gilve one men in eight for service,

hs well as extending state control through the growth of a government
burasucracy, Abdur Hahwan conquersd the remaining independent areas in
the country, notably the Hazarajat and Kafiristan {'land of infidels®
afteryards renamed Huristan, 'land of light'). In one sense, this
centralisation ond uniformity schieved at this time enabled the country
to confront its Muropean sggressors. It has been argued that societises
not organised on & siate model have to go through various modes of
sdaptation in order %o establish relationg with state-modellied aggressors,
who generally possens a rores powerful technology end a crass determination
to use it, into the bargain. bvans-Pritchard, in his atudy of the
sanugld in Cvrensics, has described how the Bedouin were able to utilise
their segmentary tribal structure to form a political state, under the

leadership off the Samusi-

'The small Bedouin zociety of Cyrensica in this way slowly
took on the puii“ical form of the Huropean cgunt¥ies into
the orbit of which it was drawn. It could only enter

into structural relations with the statss of Europe on
1

the model of the Buropesn state.'

1« zvans-Pritchard, =.H.,

1949, p.il4.



In Cyrenaica, the segmentary nature of tribal society supported the

growth of the Sanusi and ultimately formed an effective opposition to

the Italisns. The Bedowin, normally perceived, and perceiving themselves
as an out-group, were incorporated into this state appuratus as fully as
possible., In the case of Afg’hanis‘tan, however, when the similar problems
of having to confront Hwropean aggressors occowrred, the means of establishing
a viable force in opposition were necessarily different. In s gociety so
trivally diverse and with a complex hierarchy of group interests, the
peaceful incorporvaetion of these into some Westerniszed ideal of the state
was & difficult propesition. The out-groups, such as the Mazaras, had

%o be forced rather than manipuiated into changing their position vis-a-vis
the central governnment, which in i%s turn was confronting the international
political situation. The lazares were therefore suppressed under Abdur
Hehman and large nunbers of thedr Ffamilies distriduted eround the country,

in order to lessen the polarisstion of their force in the Yazarajat,

The pacilication of the Hazerajat, though & political move towards
unification, noviiised support for the cemiral governmment on religious
grounds, with Sunnis ranged againet Shi'ss. M.H.Eaker considers that,
because of this, the Hazara rebelilon had 81l the elements of a foreign
war, with the impsriaiism of Abdur Ralman overcoming ths independsnt
kiazaras.‘ Abdur Rshman mainteined that it was necessary to pacify the
dnzarajat because of the extension of British and Russian control 4in
Central Asis, but the position of the laszarsjet itself was probably quite
irrelevant t¢ this. With tio withdrawal of VBritish forces sarly in 1880,

the external threat to the unification of Afghanistan was removed, so that

51 &

1. x’%ﬁ%r, E‘:'H-, The " Lan s eral futhority in Af isten
er Abdur R 1880-1 unpublished #.Phil. thesis for the
School of Orientel and African Studies, University of Lomdon, 1968,
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the Amir was able %o continue with the subjection of the population.

The Hasara rising began with isolated incidents in the 1%. The
Hagaras of Jeghori and Jaghatu, previously sunporters of Amir Sher Ali,
were already in 1881 opposing Abdur Rahman over the question of revenus.

A hakim had been appointed for collection purposes, but he was iater
mirdered on the eve of the Ghilzal rising. During the Ghilzai rising
itself, in 1486, the Hazaras gave considerable support to the Ghilzais and
their land was used a8 a refuge for Ghilzai women. Abdur Rehman's policy
at this time was to bring the lasara mirs to Kabul and persuade them to act
18 & liaison with the provinces; the Amir himself never visited the Hagarsjat
and in fact was ignorasnt of the geography of the ares. %The Jaghori mirs
were exhorted in 1886 to go and settle the revenue disputes, but by ‘188?
they had kiiled the governor, supposedly over his desire for one of their
women. The lHazara women were in fact supposed to have played an active
part in the rebellion, eapecially Shirin Jan, whose atory was fictionalised

and romanticised by Lillias Hamilton in her novel of the Hazara r:l.&y:i.ﬂg.1

As more and more Hazara tribes rebelled mgminst the authority of the
Awir, their rising expectations became apparent, though the Amir gave this
his own particular interpretation:-

‘At this time they have entered into a conspiracy with the
kEnglish so that the inglish may become the macters of this
country and that, like the people of India, they may become
free and obtain the freedom of religion.z

1o Hamilton, L., 4 Vigier's Daughter, 1900.
2. Kabul Agent, 29th March, 1887. I1.C.L. 1/P&S/49/1319,
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By 1891 the non-Hagzarajat groups of Firozkohi and Sheikh Ali had zfebelled;
fifteen of the Ainir's regiments defeated them and many Hagzara women were
given to the soldiers. It is notable that the first census of Kandahar
was taken in 1891, perhéps indicating the need of the central government

to have a closer awareness of the number of its citizens.

Subsequently, the conflict centred on Urusgan, which withheld the
Amir's forces the longest. The account given here of the rebellion is
taken from a report given to the Balochistan Agent in Quetta by Mir
Hussein Beg, Chief of the Sultan Mahmud Hazaras (12,000 families), and
the reports of the British Newswriters in Ksbul, Kandshar and Herat., In
1891 Abdur Rahman appointed the son of & Hagara chief of the Dai Xundi to
induce the Urusgan Hazaras to submit. Uruggan was entered and the forts
taken, but with an assurance from the Amir that he would not interfere in
the internal affairs of the region. In October of 1891 the Amir was
declaring that the independent tribes of Ussi Mohamed, Daya Folad, Dai
Zangi, Sepai Zohi, Sultan Ahmad and Uruzgan had come into his possession.
From henceforth the people were to be divided into three classes: those
who accepted his rule without resistance, those who had collected their
men but could not fight, and those who fought him and were defeated.

About this time orders were sent out that the Hazaras of Uruzgan were to

be disamed and their revenue payments raised to the level of the Hazaras
of Gizo and Tirin, already Afghan subjegéts for some time. The Uruzgan
Baliks then went to Kabul to ‘reaind the Amir of his previous promises of
non-interference, They were imprisoned for their troubles and the Hazaras,
notably the Palo subclan of the Sheikh Mohamed, were disarmed, tortured and

the women rapeds In retaliation, the Amir's sepoys were killed,
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The escalation of itension between Sunni and Shita reached Kabul,
where the Qizilbash, who were Shi'a and many of whom were in the Amir's
employ, were suffering from an extension of the discrimination usually
accorded to the Hazaras., By May 1892, the Amir was preparing a pro-
clamation that the Shi'as should in future wear red turbans in order to
be distinguished from the Sunnis, and that in addition they should pay
the jagis tax exacted on all non-Moslems resident in the country, usually
applied to the Hindus and Jews. At the end of May the Amir pronounced
the Hazaras as infidels (this was later redd in all the mosques in the
country), and declared their property to be lawfully confiscated to the
Afghans, After Urusgan was captured, the proclamation continued, the
Hazaras would all be killed, and their wives, children and property be
distributed as booty. Clearly, there was an attempt being made to re-
duce the Hazaras to the; category of non-persons; by putting them outside
the confines of Islam, relations with them would not be bound by the moral
code that applied within Islam. The red turbans would also be a striking

symbolic indication of abnormality.

After & further victory against the Afghan forces in Uruzgan, however,
the Hagaras of Dai Zangi, Dai Kundi, Daya Foled, Kaimsan, Besud, Jaghori
and Gizo rose and attacked Sirdar Abdul Xudus Khan's troops, forcing them
up to Tirin. Faced with the growing insurgence, the Amir ordered a four-
point attack on Uruzgan from Turkestan, Ghazni, Kandshar and Kebul, under
the command of General Ghulam Haidar Khan. All the above-mentioned
Hazaras suhnittad, with the exception of those in Uruzgan, who .retreatved
to the mountains for the winter of 1892, At the same time, in an exchénge
with the Uruzgan Hazaras, the Amir promised peace if they put the frouble~

makers to death. The delicate international situation was invoked by the
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Amir, saying that the Iranian pujitahids (heads of the Shi'a religious
commnity), possibly instigated by well-wishers of Russis, were stirring
up anti~-Sunni feeling and encouraging the floods of Hazara refugees from

Herat.

The religious antegonism nmust certainly have helped in mobilising
the forces on both sides. On the one silde were ranged the Amir, the
Sunni ulems, the iribel elders and the commoners, and on the other the
mirs, the Shi'a mujtshids and the lasara commoners. In September the
Kag}l of lerat ordered public plsces used hy the Shi'as for their Huharram
ceremonies to be converted into mosques, where Afghan mullshs would
officiate, and in January 1893 the Kazi of Xabul ordered that Shi'as
attend mosques regularly and perform their devotions slong with the
Afghans., Punishment for not complying with this would be to have the
face blackened and be naraded arcund the bagaar on a donkey., At the same
time an announcement was read in the Herat mosques that those Shi'a
refugess who had fled to Meshed would not bs allowed to return to
Afghanistan.

After the winter caln, the Tighting was renewed in the spring of
1893, with Abdur Rahmen declaring that he would kill every Hasara male
over the age of seventeen. At last the fetws (a proclamation based on
& Quranic reading) came from the mujtahids of Meshed, authorising the
Shi'as to fight against the Sunnis. The Dai Zangi, Dai XKundi, Firozkohi,
Uruzgan and half the Besud had commenced retaliatory action by May, but by
June all had submitted, except the Dai Zangi and Yekawlang, According
to the account of Mir Hussein Beg, the Covernor of Kandahsr summoned the

Hazara chiefs to Uruggan, sending a sealed quran as a promise of their
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safety. VWhen Mir Hussein Beg and the other chiefs arrived with their
families, all except the chiefs were killed, these being chalned and
sent to Kshul,

By the end of the Hazara rebellion and the conquering of the
Hazarsjat by Abdur Hshman, all the Hasaras between Sar-i-Jangal and
Kandahar and between Uruzgan and Kalat-i-Ghilzai had either been
suppressed or had submitted to the Amir. According to Mir Hussein Beg,
the Uruggan Hasaras' mumbers alone had been reduced from 30,000 1o 8,000.
The Amir had forced the other Afghan tribes to fight with him, imposing
financial exactions on all to pay for ths war. Cholers, iack 6F food
and contimirl protests by the Afghans themaelves were overﬁdcien by the

mullahs, who preached that the war was a holy one, a jihad.

In imrediate terms, the treatment of the Hazarss was sovere,

G.P?.Tate noted from accounts in Quetiaz-~

'It was openly said that pillars were made at points on
the highways of the heads of slaughtered Hawsras, s a
varning to others who might contemplate a trisl of
strength with the existing government, The bazaars of
Handahar and all the principle towns were said to be full
of Hagars prisoners of both sexes who were sold as slaves,
and at that time Hazara slaves were very chﬁap."

In fact, slavery flourished sgain, and the state profited, taking a

tithe on each sale. Many Hazara prisoners were sold at public auction;
for example, in Kabul, in July 1892, twenty boys were sold For 300

Xabuli rupees. The general rate was 100 rupees for & man or woman,

50 rupees for a child over twelve aml 30 rupees for a child under

tvelve. lHazara women were taken as_suratis. (concubines) by Abdur Rahman
and his court, and the sons of mirs were used as ghulam bachas (page-boys).

1. Tate, G.P.,

1911, Pei92,
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The pirs themselves were generally killed outright. The lands of the
mirs of Dai Kundi and Dai Zangl were divided up, so that the land which
had been cultivated by the mirs themselves was given to the state and

the rest given to the common Hazarss,

Many Heazaras had voluntarily fled to Persia, especislly to the
town of Meshed, and also to Turkestan. Abdur Rahman foreibly moved
other groups out of the Hagarsjat in order to spread the population more
thinly. In addition, Pashtun nomads weve given lands in the llazarajat,
partly to incresse the extent of Pashtun control over the Hazara populstion.

These moves are discussed more fully in the following chaupter.
Abdur Hehman summed up the Hagare war thus:-

'This is the last of the four great civil wars that took

place during my rule, and I c¢onsider that the prestige,

the strength and power, as well as the peace and safety

of ny kingdom, have gained more by this war than perhaps

any of the others.'’ (Mir HMunshi 1900:276)
Its importance is evident, for it affected both the mansgement of the
state as well as the structure of Haware society. In virtuslly bringing
all the country under government control, there wers obvicus ramifications
for the political future of the country. As a political entity, its
strategic importance became more relevant (as it is now, of course),
though most Afghsn govermments in the twentieth century have followed s

policy of bi-tarsf (non-alignment),
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Within the Hazarajat, the changes were considerable. The power
of the mirs was harnessed by making them liaisons with the state, and
the divisions into more districts increased bureaucratic intervention.
The encroachment of the state judicial system also contributed to loss
of effectiveness of the traditional soeial units. Tribal and kinship
blocs became less important, and the effective social unit developed in
the valley or village settlement. This demonstrates, perhaps, a need
to adapt or change to existing social structures in order to retain some
kind of group identity, Canfield” considers that these processes did
not completely eradicate the boundaries between Hazara and Afghan, but
that rather a kind of balance of power was maintained, Although in the
area close to the Afghan centres of power, there was effective subjugation
of one group by another, in the more remote areas a reasonsble amount of

independence was preserved. In Canfield's view, then:=

'"The war against the Shi'ite Hazaras therefors brought a
state which was being shaped as a Sunni Muslim polity
against a Shi'ite confederation, and, as a consequence,

more firmly solidified each side as a sectarian polity."

On purely economic grounds alone, though, it would seem that the
independence of the Hazaras had been lost. Under the social changes

taking place at the time, capitalist relations were introduced into the
Hazarajat, with the development of commodity and a money market. In
the mid-ninéi’s_;enth century, the demand for imported goods in the ares

was limited to the upper echelons in the society, but by the end of the

'. Canfield, R., Hazara Integration into the Afghan nation, The
Afghanistan Council of the Asia Society Hew York), Occasional
Paper 3, 1973C,p.4.
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century, the ares had been opened up to the state market and trading
bagaars had become a feature of the Hazarsjat. From this point of
view the situation in the Hasarajat parallels that of Afghanistan
itself; both followsd & pattern of isolationism until forced into &
relationship, political and economic, with other political entities,
resulting in incressing dependance on the external entity.

The developaent of the Sunni state at the beginning of the tweniieth
century was spurred on by the growth of what in the Vest is usually con-
sidered the ideology of the nineteenth century: nationalism, Before
discussing this, it seems fair to say that as far as Afghanisten was
concerned, nationalistic sentiments were confined to an educated elite.
During the reign of Amir Habibullah (1901-19), it was evident that any
such feelings did not extend to the Hazaras, who continued to flee the

country. For example, the British Agent in Kabul noted that:~

'A large party of lasaras have set off for Russias. JHakim
robbing them on grounds that they were Shi's amd hence

1
kafirs.*

and alsot-

'All the Hazaras of the country are suffering from the
oppression and highhardedness of the local official class.
2,000 families are ready %o emigrate to ?-Xashad.’z

Between 1914 and 1916, about two hundred cases were reported of Hazaras

intending to fiee to British territory, but being captured and forced to

'e  British fgont, Kabul,13th October, 1912.1.0.L. L/P88/10/200.
2, Ibid., 30th June, 1914. 1/P&3/10/201.
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enlist in the Afghan Sappers and Miners. The religious asuthorities
continued to reinforce the remaining clements of the schism, and in 1912
& fetwn was pronounced in Kandshar, stating that ‘A Christian, from a
strictly religious point of view, is better than a Hindu, who is a

polythelst, and that a polytheist is batter than a 8!11’3."

However, although the persecutions continued, there are contrary
indications of increasing tolerancs of the Hazaras on the part of the
secular authorities. Hazaras returned from Persis and Russia where they
had fled in the time of Abdur Rahman. In 1912 British reporters noted that
Hazaras returnsd frow Panjdeh and Basrat, and also others from Persia were

given land south of Sav-i-Pul in Mazar Province, where they settled.

Other Hazaras who were on the point of crossing the Russian border
vere given land in Turkestan by the Amiv. There were reports in 1914 of
& proclamation issued by the Amir, exhorting Sunni and Shi'a to unite,

bxternsl political factors may have been relevant here, for example the
question of whether Afghanistan should enter the World War, which had a

certain divisive effect on the country, so that unity may have been con-
sidered desirable by the goverment.2 Although, then, the attitudes
tovards the Hazaras and Jhi'as in general seem tc have been between the

secular and religious authorities, the governmsent aiming to promote

December 1912. L/R%5/10/200.

2e  OFf ineidental interest harg“ix? & report by the British Agent in

Kabul that the Turco-Germen,fo Afghanistan stayed in the Hazarajat
in June 1916, Via them, Mahmud Tarszi (officially Chief of the
Buresu of Translation at the time) sent 'secret instructions' snd
progress of the war to Hasara nobles, along with 25,000 rifles to

be distributed among the Hazaras. Maps of coal and petroleum

mines are said to have besn found there at the time. British Agent,

Kabul, 6th June, 1916. Y.0.L. L/i5/10/202.
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tolerance and unity, and the religious leaders continuing thé %ra&itiﬂml
anti-Shi‘'a position. It was in the government's interest to have a
united country, but presumably for the ulems, the preserwation of
sectarian divisions strengthened their own position. Vhatever the ex-
planation, the official government extension of tolerance continued, even

in Kandahars~-

'The Governor has asked the mullahs to exhort the Sunnis
o set aside religiocus prejudices and treat Shi'as as
co-religionists. It is said that the Shaikh-ul-Islam
of Turkey has expressed the same wish. The Shi'as of
this ;f;rovimeg have been informed that they may celebrate
the Hoharraw asccording to the rites of their faith.“

An attempt at the dynamic development of nationalism was made by
Amir Amanuilah (1919-23). During this period the political leeders in
Afghanistan were greatly influenced by the events in the Turkey of Ataturk,
and spurred on by their own Mahmud T&m1.2 Uinfler Amanulish, ceriain
liberelising reforms were made with respect to women's education, curbing
the power of the religious leaders and the tribel chiefs, expanding
education generally and encouraging the development of the press. The
official policy towards the Shi'as wes wore tolerant, possibly encourasged
by Tarzi, vwho wished to promote the cause of Pan~Islamism. It is re-
ported that imanullah joined in Shi'a worship and acted against discﬁmimtian

in government employment, Praambly this would have affected the

/3181: August, 1917, L/r&s/10/20%,

2, For a detailed discussion of thia. see lh;m-ee, L., Afghanisten, 1973,
Gr@g{}ri&n, Vo. 3 iy AT i 1 ALH L ATEN
Poulleds, L.,
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Qizilbash rather than the Hazaras, very few of whom are in government
employ, even now, In July of 1926 Amanullah and the Governor of Kahil
attended the Shi's mosque during Muharram and the Amir appealed for
Sunni-5hi'a unity. Again, there are probably political overtones here,
as Amanullah's position wes far from stable and he needed %o capitalise
on the existing support he received from the Hazaras. Poullada (1975:
190) considers that the Amir insisted on the adoption of Western dress
in order to break down the ethnic barriers, but the Amir wes only able to
enforce this in Kebuls In 1920 slavery was officially aboldshed and
this mainly affected Hazara women who vere domestic servants in the urban
centres, as well as the mumerous Nuristanis, some of whose women had Deen
in the Hoyal harem.z
Among the elite, then, or the liberal members at least, thers was a
determination to show the progressive nature of Islam, greatly influenced
here by the nineteenth century Islamic philosopher Sayyed Jaﬁalud:&in
Al-Afghani, Clearly, the lasaras in the Hasarajat would still have
been relatively unaffected by changing intellectual theories, but this
moverent towards & greater religlous tolersnce must have had certsin ro-
verberations in their direction. An axtract from an article in Aman-
i-Afghan, Trazi’s liberal newspaper, is an indication of changing opinion

among the educated slite:-

'It is a »ity that we Afghans do not realise and feel in
the least the significance of common naticnality. Soume
call others ‘lazaras' ard look at them with hatred,
Others are called Xohistanis and looked at with contempt.

1. It has been reported that kuchi (nomed) women, hearing the pro-
clamation, rushed into houses and dragged out the ssrvants, to the
sound of tambourines. Rhea Séewart, Fire in Afghanistan, 1973, p.126.



The Afghan calls another Parsiban snd drows a distinetion
between him and his country's sons. The Parsiban calls
the Afghan a cow and an ass and drives him away from the
pale of humanity,

Today every nutive and resident of Afghanistan is
an Afghan. There should be no distinction. Difference

in colour, language, appearance and religion should make
no distinction in feelings of fellowship in nationality,
He should be proud of his Afghen nation. He should not
be proud of his family. The words of lMuhammedzai,
Barakzai, Populzai etc. can have no place 'of honour and
distinction, Hobody can introduce himself to the
nations and powers with these words. The only word which
one can be proud of and with which one can introduce him-
self is ::he sane gacred name of the Afghan nation and that
is all,'

However, it is uncertain to what extent these liberalising measures
actually penctrated, for the nationalist movement was confined to the
Pashtun intellectuals. As conscription was widely disliked, ethnic
minorities were stiil used in the army, as in the Xhost Rebellion of 1924,
when tribal levies from the lasaras were used to suppress the revolt,
Article Eight of the 192% Constitution stated that 'All peraons residing
in the Kingdom of Afghanistan without respect to religious or sectarian
differences, are considered to be subject to Afghanistan’, but the loys
Jirgeh (Lower louse), meeting in 1924, amended the Constitution in various
places and made the Hansfi rite of Islam official, thus legitimating the
superiority of Sunnisa.

and reported in the XKabul

6th March, 1925, T.0.L. I/F

9

1. Habibullah Khan in kman-i—ﬂfgfmn 12th ff‘ebrmry, 1925. Translated
] '. I & o] o LHTY 102
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In attempting to lessen the power of the traditional authority
structures, Amanullah was defeated by the religious community, the tribal
chiefs and maliks, whose influence he had tried to curtail., His reforms
were generally piecemeal and devoild of any economic basis, His settle~
ments of wvarious disputes between the Hazaras and Chilszais did, however,
ensure their support for him during his fall and the brief reign (January-
October 1929) of Bacha-i-Saqgaos The Besud, Qarabagh, Sukhieh, Uludani
and pther Hazara groups gave assistance to Amanullsh, and apparently pro-
vided a formidable force.1 Bacha=i~Saqqao, himself a member of e minority
group, as a Tejik, dismissed all Hazaras, as well as Qizilbashes, from any

cccupations connected with the government,

Anyiliberalising reforms with reference to minority ethnic groups
or religious sects were reversed under the two following regimes. Under
Hadir Shsh (1929<33), there was a return to the reliance on traditional
institutions within the country, the ulems and the tribal chiefs,
However, as parliament was incorporating local leaders more widely into
its membership, this meant that the khang were kept in Ksbul from May to
October, during the sitting of the session, and therefore away from cre—
ating too much anti-government ferment in the provinces. At the same
time, bureaucratic intervention in the provinces was inereased, The
country was now divided intc five major provinces - Kabul, Kandahar,
Herat, Mazar, Kataghan and Badakhshan- and four minor provinces., These

were then divided into fiirst, second and third-class prefectures and then

1. One group of Hazaras were led by Ishaq Dori of Jaghori, who had a
cousin in the Hazara Pioneers, and of whom the Officer-in-Command,
Lazara Ploneers, said: 'By profession a brigand, His cousin says
he goes sick unless he shoots up at least five Sunnis a day,
Exercises his profession in the Ghazni and Mukur districts.’
Reported in & translation of 'The Fall of Amanullah' by Ali Ahmad,
Personal Secretary to smenullshe I1.0.L. h/§§ﬁ71071285o
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into cantons. Esach province and disirict was to have an exscutive
council for legal and advisory matlers. The Shari'a was re-adopted as

the primery legal system and a nationwide police force instituted,

In Article One of the 19%1 Conatitution the Hanafi rite of Islam
was proclained the official religion of Afghanistan, and generally
throughout this period the Pashtun element was strengthened. This
process was consolidated under Zahir Shah (193%-T3). In the 193Us
the Pashtun Academy was set up and the idea of the iryan heritage of
the nation was promotad, in the light of events in Yeatern burope.
Peshtunisation flourishes sporadicaily when the Pashtunistan question
and relations with Pakistan become important, but the Persian language
remaing the language of the Kabul government and Yestern Iinfluences are
obviously on the incrense. However much one can sey that the power
base has heen broadened in recent years, it nevertheless remains a fact
that & system of social stratification exists in which economic power is
distributed unevenly, in favour of the Fashiun and, more recently, the
Tajik element, V¥hile Pashtuns can be found at the top and the bottom
of the ecoﬁx}mic scale, this does not affect the Pashiun ethos and their

social status in general.
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In the last chapter 1 indicated how the extension of the giate
structure in Afghanistan from the late nineieenth century to the present
day has affected Hazars society, A direct corellary of this, which has
implications of its own, is the relationship between the Hazaras and the
Pashtun nomads. Up to the time of Abdur Rahgﬁr there had been no
intermixture of the two populations on any large scale; the Hazaras
concentrated their mixed farming activifies in the central mountains of
the country, and the tribes of Pashtun nomads migrated annually beiween
the southern valleys and plains of Afghanistan and the Indus valley.
Through Abdur Rahman's centralisation of government and destruction of
the power of the khans, elements of the feudal strueture were broken down
in the Hazarajat, end at thg same time, in granting certain rights to
the nomads in the Hazarajat, the way was opened up for an extension of
their trading activities. Both these factors have contributed %o a
transference of land from Hazaras to nomsds and the consequent establishe
nent of a nomad landowning upper class, as well as tc the increase of
urban migration on the part of the Hazaras. Thus a situation has grown
up vwhere two ethnic groups have been drawn into a specific economic re-

lationship, that between the setiler and the nomad,

This was made possible by the particular ecologic conditions in the
Hazarajat, allowing the nomads to exploit the grazing lands there., 1In
spite of the difficult conditions regarding agriculture in the arca,
the heavy snowfall is of equal importance to the agriculturalists and
the pasturalists, for it ensures good grazing and slse widespread non-

irrigated farming between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, lower down, the land
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is irrigated so that corcentrations of the agricultural population are

found in areas where water can be led snto the arable lands.

For the Hazarss, land tenure appears to have been an important
factor in soclal organisation. In the nineteenth century mirs and khans
formed a landowning elite in the Hazarajat, but at the end of the century
the old clans were broken up and the land distributed to the tenent
fermers. Loeal aristocratic families such as the Daulat Begs and the
Haydar Begs in Dai Kundi, who previocusly owned the bulk of available
land, lost a considerable amount of their power, though they are atill
elected as arbebs (village représentatives liaising with the government),
snd as deputies in the Afghan parlisncnt.  According to Schurmann (1962:
313), there is still some large-geale landowning in exisience in the
Hazarajat. In the hukumnt (administrative district) of Dai Kundi, the
Daulat Begs still own large tracts of land and employ thousands of tenants
and labourers, The land in the Xhidir region (government centre of Dai
Kundi) wes, when Schurmenn visited it in 1955, owned by a few arbabs, and
in Yakawlang an arbab owned 600 scres. Schurmann states that a three-
fold system of relationship to land exists in the Bazarajatz land-owner-
ship (mulkiyat), eropsharing or non-cropsharing tenancy (hamsayagi) and
cropsharing labour (dehggg;). He found that in general, dehqani was

more important than true tenancy.

In spite of this, evidence suggests that there has been a considerable
move in the last hundred years from a clan-based feudelism to a family-
based economy. Throughout the nineteenth century the powers of the khans

were eroded, later, under Amanullsh, a law was passed in 192% stating

that the maliks, who had to some extent replaced the khans, had to be
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elected by the people for a three year term. The village community

has become the important social unit, though each family functions as

a self~-contained economic unit. Similarly with irrigation, which has
partly passed imbe private ownership, so that the official reservoirs for
collecting the hill-stiream waters in centrsl Hazarajat and the karezesg in

south Hazarajat are in private ownership.

In addition to the changes in landownership, there have been changes
in labour itself. ‘hereas previously a personal dependance on the land-
lord would probably have resulted in e fairly fixed state of labour re-
lations, itinerant labour is now a feature of the Hazarajat. Information
collected from the Bamian area (Canfield, 1973), suggests that the share-
croppers in the lowlands have a lower income than those cultivstors just
subsisting in the highlands. In 1968, with the landlord providing the
seed, oxen and other equipmen%t, sharecroppers working in the nost
valuable lowlands received one-seventh or one-sixth of the crop. Higher
up the share was larger, reaching one half at the highest level, though
here the share-cropper provided his cwn oxen and equipment, Various
factors have contributed to this increAse in itinerant labour, such as
dispossession, demographic factors, droughts and famines in reeént years,
end it is significant that the majority of urban migrants come from

this group.

Although the Hazaras are a gedentary population, ceritain mumbers do
move northwards in the summer with their flocks., VWhere there are pzood
mountain pastures and fertile mountain valleys such as in Dai Zangi and
Dai Kundi, dry field farming as well &s grazing is carried out in temporary

settlements, In most cases the ghapari. tent is used, slthough some
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Hazaras, including those of the Sheikh Ali do use the real yurt or Xherga.

The Pashtun nomads, on the other hand, have for centuries migrated
between the Indus valley and the plains of southern Afghanistan. They
are mostly true pastorsl nomsds whose economy is based on rearing sheep
and goats‘and the utilisation of camels as beasts of burden. Migrations
originally undertaken on fool are now often carried out in lorries, though
the traditional black goat's hair tent is still used in the camping grounds,
They share certain essential cultural characteristics with other Pashtuns:
patrilineal descent (which in their case is incorporated intc largely
sutonomous tribal gronpings), orthodox Sunnd faith and an ideal adherence
to the code of Pashtunwali, VWhile the nomads® attitude towards religion
is generally assumed to be less strict in its observance than the $owm
dweller, it is the concept of the Pashtun and the organisational funetion
that this performs that is important in their relationship with other

ethnic groups.

The extension of the nomads' migrations into central Afghanistan
was actively promoted by government policy. Up until the time of Abdur
Rehman, the summer grazing lands of the eastern Pashitun was confined to
the Pashtun area, and the nomads traveiled just toc the ocutskirts of the
nountains of central Afghenistan, In his efforts to centralise admini-
stration and at the same time expand a policy of government control
throughout the provinces, the Amir evolved a plan of forcible resettlement

of troublesome groups thronghout the country.

In short, this movement involved a shift of power to the Amir and

the Kabul governuent from the mullahs and khens, who, especially among the
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Ghilzai, had gained in strength and independence under Sher Ali.
Already in 1879 we have first indications of government-inspired nomad

intervention in the Hagarajat:-

'One thousand men of Malla Fhel (nomad Chilzais) started

fron Ghazni, by instigation of the governor, to attack

the liagara of Besuds The Hazara heard of the move and

collected to the extent of 3,000. The Malla Khel were

defeated with the loss of five or six men."
One likely cause suggested for the disturbance was that the Ghilszei nomads
who were grazing their flocks in Nawar hed been plundered by the Hazaras.
Later, in July 1890, six thousand families from 'lower clusses' were sent
fron Dakka and Gandamak to the Hezarajat with promises of agricultural
land and cattle, as well as exemption from revenue payment for five years.
Homad intervention appears again in 1891 in the Besud area in the suppresion
of the rebellious Hazaras. The Amir promised that after he took possession
of Hazara lands, he would give them to the nomads. They would then till

them and pay revenue according to the productive power of the land,

Throughout the Hazara rebellion, in fact, Pashtun troops were used
against the Hazaras. 1In return for this help, the Pashtuns were settled
in the warmer and more hospitable districts of the southern Hazarsjat,
including Dshla, Urugzgan and Daya wa Folad. The higher central areas were
divided among the nomads, This was effected through the distribution of
{irmans (a royal order ghieh is g legal confirmation), granting grazing
rights to the nomads. These rights were vested in different tribal

sections, and people of other sections who wanted to graze there had %o

1.  L.Cavegnari, lead of Brit%gh Mission to Kabul, to the Govermment of
india. I.0.L. l/P8/7/2%/341,
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obtain the owner's permission, in some caseg also having to mske a yper
capita payment, From this allocation to tridbal sections, a more or
less strict tradition of femily grazing areas developed, so that each
femily or tent unit returned every summer to the same place, Ferdinand
considers that these changes have had a stabilising effect on tribal

relationsi=

'These changes, -combined with the government's sctive

role in controlling the whole country snd its scknowledge-
rment of certain leaders has had a restraining influence
upon tribal relations and has stabilised the intertribal
and intratribal set up."

Captein Robinson's report on the nomads of east ﬁfghanistan2 indicates
the extent of nomad expansion since the time of Abdur Rahman, He deals
only with the iribes passing from British territory to the linzarajat,
those from Afghan Turkestan not being mentioned, but as the majority of
nomads sunmering in the Hasarsjat were the eastern Ghilzais, the picture
is as accurate as possible for our purposes. Cut of the twenty to
twenty-five per cent of Ghilzais who were nomedic, the following tribal

divisions summered in the Hazarajat snd wintered in British tervitorys-

1. Abmgdzadi
Musa Xhel: about 1,000 families summering in Nawar and Besud.
Yahiya Khel: 300 families in Jamjai and Besud.

Isa Khel: 100 families in Seritala, Besud.

t.  Perdinand, X., Homedism in Afghanistan, 1969, p.138.
2. Capt.J.A.Robinson, Hotes on the Homad Tribes of kast Afghanisten, 1935,
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2. Main Suleimen Knel'

Shamal Khel: half of the Madam section settled in Khakran in the
Hazarajat, keeping flocks. Some of the men travelling to the Punjab
and Bengal to sell clothing.

Fhwazak Khel: some summer in the Hazarajat. 200 femilies settled in
Khakran, _

Aka.Khelz 800 families surmering in Nawar and Kirman., 1,000 in

Ghorband and Tagao.

0f the non-Ghilzai nomsds, Hobinson reccrds the followings=

1. Xnarot (hansayas or clients of the Ghilzais) : numbers had increased
in migration, and also 200 families recorded as surmering in Nawar,

2, Daulatani (Lodi Puthans) : 700 families in Uawar,

3. Shinwari: 2,000 fawilies in Arbanzi, Besud,
4, Powin Moh g: about 1,000 rich trading families involved in
buying sheep from Hazaras, bringing them to Kabul to sell for dried and

fresh fruit, carpets and skins, which were then taeken on to Peshawsr,

In all cases of trading activity, the main items that Robinson reports as
being exported to India were sheep, wool, ghi, fruit and nuts, the main
imports into the Hezarajat being clothes, cloth, %ea and sugar. The
exact nature of the trading activities will be discussed below, but for
the toment the main point to note is the expansion in the number of

nomads using the lazarajat as summer grazing ground after the suppression

1. Of whom, incidentally, Robinson comments: ‘isaker tribes are their
prey and they are continually sesking opportunity to destroy them
anrd possess themselves of their arms, camels, flocks and women.'
(1935376 )



of the Hazaras by Abdur Rahman.

Nomad expansion in the Hazarajat was advantageous to the government,

but in the north, in Afghan Turkestan, probiléms arose, Nancy ’x‘aa.pper1
hss pointed out that in settling the Ghilgais on the Russian Border,

Abdur Rahman wanted the exiles to cultivate the new lands and secure

the territory, especially after the Panjdeh crisis of 1885, when it

seemed as thoixgh Russia wanted to extend her influence in the Panjdeh

area of north Afghanistan. 1In this case, pastoralism would have entailed
periods away from the border and thereby weakened the original intention.
Here a foreible settlement of nomads was not effected so easily or quickl&
as the Amir intended; Nancy Tapper considers that he failed to understand
the complementarity of pastoralism and cultivation, and the nomad way of

life.

However, although in the Hazarajat the relationship between the
settled Hazaras and the growing population of nomads was evidently adapted
to ensure maximum exploitation of resources for both groups, it is important
to note the friction that did occur. For example, there had been for some
time an emigration of Hazaras to Persia gnd India, which continued until
the 1920s. In 1912 the British Representative in Kandahar reported that:e
'Several thousand Hazara have set out for India, partly no

doubt in search of livelihood, but partly out of annoyance
at the neighbours that have been foisted upon them.'z

1. Tapper, N., The advent of Pashtun Maldars in northwest Afghanistan,
School of Oriental and African Studies Bulletin, 1973, Part 1, p.55.

2, 1.0.L., L/P&S/10/200.
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In the ssgme year, quarrels were reported between the Hazaras and the new

settlers in their country, over the settlers spoiling the Hazaras' crops:-

‘Eight hundred Hazara families intended to cross the Oxus
to escape persecution and violence they had received at
the hands of the Afghan immigrants, whom the Afghan
government had placed in the Hazarejat to colonise the
tract.t! |

Again in 1915 Ghilzais granted land by Abdur Rahmsn in Hazaristan were
turned out by'tha Hazaras, the Hazara maliks then being summoned to Kabul.
Looting of caravans by Hazaras continued, especially those using the
Daulatyer route. There appears to have been a build-up of arms at

this time by the Hazaras, judging by British reporis at least:-

'It is said that the Hazaras have lately made considerable

purchases of rifles and ammunition imported by the traders

from Russian territory into their country.'?
In 1923 the Kabul Military Attache to the British Legation reported that
Hazaras were accumulating arms and had purchased 4,000 rifles from the
British authorities in IndiaB. At this time, Hazaras were still being
recruited into the Indian Army, and they may thus have been better
equipped to continue their militancy against the nomads, In 1923
fighting was reported between Hazaras and Ghilzais now occupying their

territory; the Suleiman Khel had further raided into Hagara lands and

1. I.0.L., L/P&S/10/201.

2. 55@%5%3 and North-West Frontier Diaries for 1912-13. 1.0.L.,
P&S/10/200.

3¢  I.0.L., L/P%S/10/1085.
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Afghan troops were called in to inrervene. In July of the same year
further disputes resulted in the Hazaras petitioning the Amir Amanullsh,

He agreed to allow their re-occupation of lands taken from them by Abdur
Rahman, but the Ghilzails - of the Andhar, Taraki and Suleiman Khels -
refused to comply with this order. Again Afghan troops from Ghazni

were called in, In 1926 & 'religious feud' was reported between

Suleiman Khel Ghilzais and Hazaras; the Suleiman Khel raided in Dai

Zangi, burnt villages and killed several thousand Hazara families sttempting
to escape to Meshed and Turkestan, The Afghan authorities sent a deputa=- |

tion to intervene, but there is no report of the outcome.1

From this it is evident that there was not a passive acceptance by
the Hazaras of the nomads into their territories, Abdur Rahman's dis-
tribution of populations around the country resulted in a forcible re-
pression of one section of the populstion by another, In recent years,
the nomads have suffered economic deprivation along with the Hazaras.
International politicsl decisions regarding borders have adversely affected
them, such as the creation of Pakistan in 1947 and the closing of the
Afghanistan~Pakistan border in 1961, as well as the recent forced settle-

ments of nomad populations in the Helmund region,

Under Amir Habibullah and increasingly so under Amanullah, government
policy changed to a certain extent, though tactical reasons rrobably pre-
vailed, as noted by the Britigh:-

1. I.0.L., L/P&S/10/1170.
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'It is known that the Amir is most anxious to placate
the liazara. They are the only race whose hostility
to the Pathan can be depended upon."

Under Amanullah, in fact, many of the aspects of previous policy towards
the nomads and the Hegaras were reversed. The old firmans were with-

drawn from the Ahmadwai and the Mohmands and new and more vaguely formu-
lated ones were lssued. The nomads were allotted the high-lying
stretches above the valleys where theore were permanent watercourses that
could be used for agriculture. The new firmans, however, did have enough
force to snsure that each subtribe or section now possessed papers for
their respactive areas, with the result that a further division into
family territories has been undertaken, with definite camning grounds
being set up.

A more recent development affecting the delicate balance of relation-
ship between settler and nomad has been occasioned by the problem of
Pashtunistan, which, according to Dupree (1973:169), caused a complete
shift of the migration patterns of about 200,000 nomads, Afghanistan's
frontier with Pakistan closed in 1961 and the nomads had to readjust
their migration routes entirely within Afghanistan. This led to fighting
between nomada competing for winter grasslands anxi farmers resisting
nowads who established winter quarters near their villages. According
to Dupree, the govermment supported the villagers, tut aent out airdrops
of forage for the nomeds during the hard winters of 1961 and 1942. The
effect this had on the Pakistan economy is an additional factor, for the
nomads provided a seasonal labour force as well as smuggling considerable

amounts of goods over the border.
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& main feature of the nomad incursions into the Hazarajat recently
has been their acquisition of land, Land rights for.them began with
the firmens granted by Atlur Rehmsn, but as trading increased, they were
able to buy the land autﬁght. thus increasing the numbers of landless
Hagaras and their consequent migration to the cities. Before looking
at these trading activities that have been so crucial to the changes
in the Hazarajat, it is necessary ito review the eassentially material
aspects of the nomad-settler relationship. It has been suggested
{Dupree 19T53168) that the nomads serve as maintainers and perpetuators
of marginal grasslands; slieep and goats do not overgraze, but add
fertilising manure to these areas, and when they are withdrawn, the
land returns to its semi-desert state. Such grasslands have over the
centuriss become natural soil banks which can be utilised for agriculture,
if provided with adequate irrigation. The farmer's harvested fields
thus benefit from the vearly movepent of the nomads' animals over the
ssme ares., Also, during the migration the nomads are free to weed
the fields for fodder for their transport snimals, and within the winter
aren, goods and services are exchanged betwsen the nomads and settlers
on a family to family basis. %The nomads may fstqh wood from the mountains
for the villagers and carry out other transport for them, receiving m
payment agricultursl produce (maize and wheat, Yor example) when needed. !

In gpite of this avident set of Lenefits acoruing to both Hazaras

and nomads, other factors have intervened to shift the balance, For the

1. It is worth noting here the case of impoverished nomads who seek
harveating work with farmers in east Afghanistan in Xabul and
Fingarhar provineces, but who never seek this kind of employment
with Hagaras, only with other Pashtuns. JFerdinand, 1969, p.145,
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nomads, capital invested in livestock alone is wvulnerable, the animals
being open to sickness, drought or railding. Rich nomsds have therefore
tended to insure themselves by buying land and this usually happens
through the agency of trade. This does not automatically imply that
the nomads settle down, for they may continue their migrations. After
some time, the more prosperous may settle down, first becoming landlords
and afier a couple of generations' division of land, their descendantsy

becowe farmers. Dupree describes this process ss follovss-

'..onomads settle down only if, for one reason or another
they have 1ozt their flocks and must either attach them-
selves to other nomadic groups as hamsayeh (clients) or
work as seasonal farm labowrera. Wealthy nopads may

own land and eventually build kalsh (houses in a compound)
but they make the annual trek with their nomadic or semi-
nomadic companions as long as they are sble.' (1973:169)

The trading activities that have contributed to the changes in
landownership patterns are hased on neighbourhood trade, in which the
nomad trade with the settled population arcund their summer camps. The
main products supplied by the Hazaras are wheat, ghi and woven wool
articles, those supplied by the nomads being Indian or Pakistani cloth,
sugar, tea, shoes and utensiis. It is the system of credit in these
exchanges that has affected the lasaras most severely, For example, the
nomads buy clarified buiter in the Hasarajat, which is then delivered the
following year to east Afghanistan, for payment after another year. A
hundred per cent profit is sometimes made over the whole period., Again,
wheat that has been paid for in advance by the nomads may not be available
when they arrive to collect it from the Hasaras. Tho Hazaras must then
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buy it back; this is not usually extracted as a cash paymgnt but as a
deferred payment of wheat for the following year at an interest of
perhaps 3-4 sers. (1 ser = approx. 14 1bs.) If the following year

the same happens, the Hazaras begin to sink deeper into debt. This
system is a vicious circle for them, for as a final settlement of un-
redeemed debts, the nomads take over sheap, goats and eventuslly land,
This land is then let out to the Hazaras as share~paid tsnants. The
ordinary nomad usually acquires rights in land through the gerawi system:
here the nomad takes an area of land as security, leaving the Hazara

a8 tenant, though if Islamic law is followed, the borrower, i.e., the
former owner of the land, should not be employed as tenant., In this
way though, the Hazara gets through his immediste crisis and the nomad
gains a constant yield of agricultural produce. In 1954 FPerdinand was
told by officials that five per cent of the land in Dai Zangi was owned
by nomads, and that this amount was increasing all the time. By 1960,
wealthy nomad khans were actually purchasing large areas of land, building

gal'as in the Hazarajat with Hazara labour,

Trading, whilet altering the landownership patterns in Hazarajat,
with the resultant acquisition of land by the némads and their development
inte a landowning clsss, has also _had further repercussions for the
nomeds within the purely commercisl sphere. ith the wealth that lande
ownership has brought, some nomads have become iox*ry owners and begun
wholesale trade with a base in the city m. This has heen so
financially successful that several large transport firms are run by
nomads owring land in the Hazarajat, for example the Ahmadzai. Among

the Hazarboz HMohmands, some have completely given up sheep breeding and
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while the families still summer in tenta in the old graszing areas of
the western Hazarsjat, the men carry out their business activities in

the cities,

Looking at this changing relationship between the Hazaras and the
Pashtun nomads, is it possibie to discern any patterns that have been
observed in other areas? A concept frequently used by writers dealing
with relationships between distinct groups, e.g. nomads and agricul-
turalists, is that of the niche. This is ususlly seen a3 the patterns
of humen adaptation that ocour within the ecologic niche itself, Barth'
has suggested, for example, that we can analyse relationships hetween
such groups in terms of ecologic niches, where each niche contains a
certain amount of organic energy o be exploited. Obviously in a
husan comsunity pumly scologic factors will not bs the sole deter~
minants of exploitation; there will be other important mechanisms of
adjustment and utilisation of these niches. People are not only in-
volved in e relationship with the environment, but also in relations of
competition, co-operation and symbicsis with sach other, which may in
turn affect the structure and distribution of groups. Political struc-
ture, demographic factors and levels of technology will &11 be relevant
here. Barth suggests that as far as agriculture is concerned, the
carrying capacity of a niche can be increased as the population increases,
within the traditional framework of ownership. But in the case of

grazing, utilised by both pastoralists and settled populations, this

e Barth, P., Ihe ngmw Amer;e.can Anthropolagist, vol. 58,
1956, p.1079 and Cou Cion o ahiogd; 4 Baiaghi sty
}‘Olk, VOl.& 1%4’ 9015.
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generally carries no exclusive rights, so population increases can lead

to situations of competition and possible antagonism., There are many
varisbles relevant to the situation of exploitation of niches by different
groups. We cannot talk in terms of settled and pastoralist groups

living in a symbiotic relationship with each other unless we are aware

of all the factors involved. As far as the relationship between en-
vironment and human technology is concerned, the availability of water,
the level of technology of the groups utilising the weater, and the co-
incidence of water with cultivable soil, are obviously crucial factors,
But, in addition, the historical development of the relationship, with

all the adaptive processes involved, is an important aspect,

Brian Spooner1 has used Ibn Xhaldun's model in his discussion of
adaptation patterns in southeast Persia. 1In this model, a seftled agri—
cultural population is considered to be generilly differentiated into
classes, but with a fairly weak political structure. The population is
probably divided into vwillages, and may have a dominant family, but the
struetural distance between the people‘and the leamders is likely to be
considerable, A nomad pastoral group, on the other hand, has a strong
political structure, effected through agnatic kin relations, and con-
trolied by a dominant family, Vhen the two groups come into contact,
perhaps through invasion, it is easy for the settled population to accept
a new leadership, supplied by the dominant nomad family. Spooner con-

siders that a further development is the enhancement of the economic and

1. Spooner, B., Politics, kinship and ecoledy in Se.i.Persia, Ethnology,
701.8, 1969' p01390
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political position of this dominent family, at the expense of the tribe,
They develop into a dynastic family, which begins to look more and

more to the settled populstion and the land for wealth, to build

forts and to settle. Thus a new threefold relationahip evoives: that
between the dynastic family and the settled agriculburalisis being a
stable relationship, but that between both of these and the nomadic
sribe itself being esgentially unsiable., Ieter, through intermarriage
and a shift to the cognatic principle of kinship and inheyitsnce, the
relationship betusen the settlers and the nomnds is fused, The
settlers mey tuke fthe name of the dominant furdly and lose their ethnic
identity.

Thig model of the developmment of the nomad-settier relationship
rmay be useful for an snaiysis of the Hagars-nomad Pashtun relationship.
There are ceritain features which are probably applicable 3o the ordginal
nomadic Hongel incursions into Afrhanistan, and their dominance over
the local Iranian population, resulting in the develomment of dynastic
families and thelir settlement in the arse. Howsver, when attempting
to apply this %o the nomad incursions into the Hazargjat in this
century, several problems arise. The main one scems to be that there
is insufficient evidence of a 'fusing’ of the two populstions. Certainly,
the leading nomuad famijies have acquired land and settled in the lazarajat,
and in some aress & syublotic relationship could be sald %o exist, but
their ethnic identities have been kept discrete, even if there has been

intermarriage or crossing of the ethnic boundaries,

The land in the Hagarsjat has not, on the whole, been peacesbly ex-

pioited by nomads and seitlers in a symbiotic relationship, nor have
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separate ecologic niches been exploited by different groups. Instead,
there are separate ethnic groups in competition to exploit the same
area. According to the model utilised by Spooner for southeast Persia,
the Hazaras would have been absorbed into the nomad population as
musbers of them begen %o settle and acquire land, This has not
happened; instead the Hazaras are leaving the ares and migrating to

the cities in increasing numbers,

This may be connected with the carrying cepacity of the niche
itself, as mentioned by Barth. He suggested that because rights sre
not generally established in grazing lands, antazonisn may develop in
adverse circumstances, But even if there are definitive legal rights,
as were given to the nomads in the Huszarajat, it is of course always
possible for one population to resist the encroachment of ancther, as
the Hazaras resisted the nomads., The relatively poor lands of the
Hazarajat could not probably accommodate ever-increasing numbers of
nomads as well as the natural pomulation increases of the Hazarss
themselves.s The balance of the relstionship shifted so that the nomads,
in their ascquisition of Hasars lands, forced the Hagaras out of the
area and into the towns.  Thus Spooner's idea that settlers may be
absorbed into the nomad ethnic group has not proved to be anplicable
in our case here, I would suggest that this is due mainly %o two
factors: firstly, the demographic factor mentioned above, that over—
population in an ecologically poor niche forced the weaker population
out, and secondly that the ethnic identity of each group was strong
enough to persist in spite of any absorption that may have taken place.
This is in spite of tha fact that Hazara nolitical structure had been

considerably weakened at the end of the nineteenth century, and pre-
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sumably continued to weakenm in recent years.

Rogarding Fashtun identity, Barth' considers that there is &
general concept of Pashtun identity overriding cultural characteristics
in different groups, namely a stress on indi?iéuai autonouy, egality
and aggressiveness widch is conirolled and directed through the counpil
system of tribal government, It is only when these values are shared
by other greups that Peshtun identity is successfully vervatuated, I
not, there will be modifications, such as the Persianisation of the
Paghtun middle class in Kabul.
Barth's argument implies that there is a greater measure of political
and econouic control by the Pashiun group, 8o that its values have a
high atatus accorded to them Ly the rest of the comminity. In addition,
political sutonomy in a Peashtun pomulated ares is based on landownership,
and go 1if effective boundary maintensnce is continued through time, this
provides mechanispms for the monopolisation and retention of land by the

Pashtuns, as indeed we have seen in the case of the Hazarajat.

¥hile certain aspecis of Barth's argunent sould appear to apply %o
the situation described here, there seems o be an over-smphasis on the
statue of the Pashiun identity, and ifts funection as a dynamic fasctor in
socisl control snd change in & contact situation. Thus, while the case
of the Hagarajat would seen to provide & good example of houndary main-
tenance, enabling the formation of a landowning Peshtun class, sustaining

political dominance, it is not analogous to The situation that Barth

10 E&lt]l, }’ .y .:."L. 1 { 138
Ethnic Groups and Boundariee. 1969, p-ﬁ?.

{Barth,F., ed.)
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describes in Swat, and which is used for his main example., Here,

the Pashtun have become the landowning class in an already poly-ethnic
and highly stratified society, and there has been the absorption of
other groups into the Pashitun ethos. In the Hazarajat, on the other
hand, the boundaries are perpetuated by religious differences and
endogamy, for evidence suggests that there are few hypergamous
marriages as in Swat. If, therefore, the two groups nreserve their
distinction in the face of political and economic imbalance, then I
suggest we need to shift the terms of reference from the overt controls
exhibited in the conception of the Pashtun identity. This is indeed s
factor, but only in addition to the masintenance on the other side of
Hazara identity. This itself demands further research nefore this

rarticular ethnic relationship can be adequately analysed,
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The previous chapters have attempted to illustrate the nature
of ethnic division in Afghanistan (in a historical perspective), with
particular reference to the Hamaras. Through exsmination of this
historical material, it was hoped to show how ethnic identity had
become a prominent political force in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Proviously, the geogravhically isolated Hazara
porulations had remained virtually discrete communites uniil the
attempted infiltration of the country and the invasion of imperialistic
influence in the nineteenth centurv. Al the same time, certain
sectorg of the Hagzara popuistion had conisct with other ethnic groups,
through their migration to the cities. But on the whole, the
Hagsras were tribally organised, subsistence farming in the mountains
in isolated communities. For the few vestiges that remain, it is
not unreascnable to suggest that a coherent Hazara culture obtained,
in terms of religion, sccisl organisation, a Mongoi~Turkic influenced

language and 8 aistinet musical asnd oral tradition.

#ith the advent of external political constraints, in the form
of imperislism, the two contradictory movements of nationalism and
ethnicity became strengthensd. Thus, as ethnic groups were brought
into a contact situation, the descept group affi}jiations of Pashtun
and HaZara vere intensified through the moblilisation of religious
factors. VWhile the lagarss vere perhaps only becoming sware of
their distinctivencss and polarity against the Fashtuns in the conflict

that had arisen, at the same time the largely Pashtun dominated state
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was attempiing to reduce minority ethnic identities and affiliations

in favour of a united Afghanistan.

In 8il inter-ethnic conflict it was seen that ecologic conditions
vere also relevant in fragmeniing communities and in forcing migration
from rural to urbsn centres. This was combined with the infiux of
Pashtun nomads into Hezara lands which set up a chain of economic
dependence and deprivation. Ecologic constraints, while affecting
the relations between the urban centres of power and the rural communi-
ties, were also seen to act upon the rural communities themselves,

contributing to the factionalism existing in such areas,

This provides merely an outline picture of the situation. But
although more research is necessury before we can discuss more fully
the im:lications of ethnic relations in Afghanistan, it may be possidls
to demarcate the areas of interest in this field, by utilising wrious

contemporary analyses of ethnicity.

First of all we may take ss a starting point my own cbservation
during an admittedly brief period of six months tesching in Kabul, of
considerable prejudice against Hazaras and a definite awareness ex-
pressed by varinus Xabulis of being Peshtun, Tajik or Hazara. Ethnic
stereotypes were often guoted and familiee lived in elearly defined
ethnic areas of the city. A fairly rigid ideology of social strati-
fication was generally accepted, although the situation belied this
and a certain degree of socisl mobility was evident. The higher levels

of education however, did appesr to be dominated by the Pashtun and
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Tajik elements, and in a 10th grade class of 40 wowen at the Afghan
Yomen's Association High School there was only one lazara and the

staff were slivost 411 Pashtun.

in the urban situation of Kabul, educated professionals and
commercialists both Tajik and Pashtun appeared to be adopting a more
Persianised, sometimes vesternised ethos, so that the traditioral
image of, for example, the fribal bandit Pashtun, still exemplified by
provincial visitors to the city, was now an ambivalant symbol for the
middle class urban Pashtun. This is, of course, a superficial view
and we would need to know more about attitwudes within the ethnic group
end towards other groups, the conception of 'self’ and 'oiher?’, to
describe any of these changes more fully.

In the case of the Hazaras, the situatinn would sesm to be more
statlc, in that ligzaras are still generally involved in low-status
occupations in Xabul or form a large sector of rural poor in the PrO-
vinces. But it is evident, neverthsless that certain Haszaras are
experiencing social mobility and branching into various artisan and
commercial sctivities at the lower lsvels. Yhat we do not know at
present is whether this group of lszaras retaiss iis ethnie identity.
As ethnic siereotypes, bused on physical features and suppogsed be~
havioural characteristics are still present with reference to Hazarss
and Pashtuns especially, this would suggest that these ritualised wayse
of percelving other partners in socisi intersction sre still necessary.
At yresent, one cun onily suggest why this is so and this will be dig-

cussed beiow,
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At the woment we need to enquire aa to the nature of social
grouping in afghanistan - if they are indeed ethnic and how we shalil
define the ethnic group to begin with. Until ve have clarified the
bage level of inquiry we cannct exsmine any changes that may bs
ocouring. Our main guidline here will be to look at relationships

rather than aiscrete entities as perceived by the outside observer,

Fuch of the recwnt work on ethnicity has concentrated on the
American situstion, where the othnic group is often seen sz a politiecal
interest group in the powsr-siruggles of a comnlex nost-industrial
soclety. The African context has slzo been imvoriant, where urban
migrants are in a detribalising or retribalising situation. Ho writers
deal specifically with Afghanistan, though occasional references are
made to the Middle Hast. This in itself seons somewhat dangerous,
as the notion of "the Middle hast® as & suitable category of anthro-
rological or sociological enquiry would seem to be tenuous. Even nore
dangerous would be to automatically include Afghanistan in this category

nerely because the povulation are Hoslenm.

A more fruitful ansiogy may be found with reference to the Hindu
caste systew, though like all socciological analogies, it needs fo be
approauched cautiougly. Lwch’, who considers caste to be a siructural
phenomenon within the specific Pan-Indian cultural context, charscterises
the difference between class andi caste societies as follows: in a class

society privileged elites exploit lower orderg, and they in turn must

te Leach, E., ed. Aspects of Caste in South India, Cevlon and Horth
Vest Pekistan, 1962, p.6.
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compete for favours; in a caste society however, the position is
reversed, for economic roles arve fixed for a minority low status group
and the upper castes compete for services. In a class society social
status and security go together, but this is not necessarily so in a

caste society.

Yith reference to claas, Leach's argument seems to suggest that
there are nechanisme whereby lower classes can coumpete for favours
from the power elite - presumably through institutions such as trade
union negotiation or particlipation in a meritocratic education syatem,
It also iuplies the possibility of & break awsy fros ascribed low-status,
i.e. the existence of an ideology of socciel mobility, even if this is
0t always a reality. Vith refersnce to the caste soniaty, w2 may
note that in Afgbenistan, as in India, certain cccwmitions sre sssociated
with and practised by certain low-gtatus grours. Beliefs of purity snd
pollution appear o be associated with these groure and the houndaries
kept aistinet through the perpetustion of ethnic steresotypes. But
although certsin elements of the occupationel hierarchy are similsr to
the caste situation, a rigid interdependence of occupationsl and ritual

groups does not extend throughout the whole society.

4% the sase timo leach's poiny that social status and security
are not necessarily interdependent in a casis socisty, would appear Lo
bear some relevance to the Afghan situation. 1% was noted in the
previous chapter that in the mural context, the high status of 'Pashm
derides any low economic statug: destitute Pashtuns will not seek
employment with Hazaras. But vhether the poor Drahmin is participating

in a set of similar soclal structures as the poor Pashtun farmer is
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dehatable. The important noint is on what the status rests -~ ritual,
political, or economic factors. Thus the poor Pashiun may becous
assimilated into another ethnic group, thereby lowering hisz ethnic
status, but raising his security level - this would pesrhaps not involve
the ritual pollution that a Brahmin would experience from this transi-

tion.

In addition, it is possible that & person's socisl identily rests
on verious statuees in contrast Lo the caste situation where one
ritual status, theoretically at least, is the defining factor in
gocial identity and hebaviocuw. Barth’, in Leach's volume considers
that a caste syvsten exists in Swal, a vlka‘chsm (Pashtun) area in H.W.
Zakisten. Tids is chavachterised as an inwvolute caste systen, where
nepberahip of one gtatus nscosparily imnlies pembership of other
statuses, formwing & cliugter, which characterises a certain ‘caste

position.' He notes theti-

*In much of the Hiddle East, plursl socisties are
tound, charecterised by clear lines of intsrnal seg-
mentation, often based on ethnic criteria; such
sociaties have & structure charactierised by the summation
of statuses in an involute system, in which a high de-
gree of siatus differentiation ia smsociated with a
iimited set of pormitted status combinstions. Such
systens depsnd for thelr peraistence on very clear
criteria Tor stetus ascription. In societies other
than those of extrems patriliny » this prerequisite
dmplies o pattern of sndogany within the stratified
groups.’ (1962:145)

1. Berth, #., The system of sccial stratification in Swat, in Leach
{19625145)
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¥hile elements of caste as discussed here by Leach and Barth may be
relevant to the Afghan situation, in that a system of limited in-
volution mey exist - being a Hazarar implies being a low status coolie
worker and not intermarrying with Pashtuns, for example - it is not

&n example of either a caste or a class society, immh ag these
are ideal types anyway. Rather I would suggest that ethnic strati-
fication in Afghanistan shades into both clazs and caste contexts.

It is thus probably not analysable along the lines of either of these
two models and needs to be locked at in terms of structures in transi-

tion.

In order to orient this line of analysis more precisely, we need
to clarify the situstion on the ground - ethnic relations and their
part in social organisation. Traditionally it is the ethnic group
that has been the focus of study, rather than ethnic relations; the
group itself seen as a population which is largely biologically self-
porpetuating, shares fundamental cultural velues, realised in overt
unity in cultural forms, makes up & field of communication and inter-
action and has a membership which identifies itself and is identified
by others as constituting a category distinguishable from other
categories of the same order. This approach, however, is too
dependent on the objectively assessed ethnographic traiis that are
demonstrably affected by ecologic factors, rather than stressing the
socially effective determinants of group organisation,

An alternative approach is suggested by Barth who utilises a
transactional model of interpersonal relations, where commonly agreed

values are the object of such transactions. In 'Models of Social
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0rganiaation'1 he attacks previous anthropological models that con-
centrated on a static conception of status, He wishes to replace
this with a more flexible model relating to the interaction between
status and role, introducing a larger element of individual choice in
interactions In this view he is admittedly influenced by Goffman's
theories of impression management:-

'“e may thus construct a model whereby complex and

comprehensive patterns of behaviour (roles) may be

generated from simpler specification of rights

(statuses) according to a set of rules (the require-

ments of impression management). The role thus

generated should represent the optimum around which

empirical behaviour may be seen to cluster.' (1966:3)
The implications of this approach for his theories of ethnicity are
summed up in the introduction to 'Ethnic Groups and Boundaries.z
Here Barth examines the phenomenon of relations between ethnie groups
in terms of interaction and the relationship between status and be-
haviour, rather than approaching it from an abstract notion of 'society’
in which these smaller groups may operate. Lthnic groups are seen as
social not cultural phenomena; thus, while cultural aspects such as
material culture and moral sanciions may be relevant to symbolic group
identity, self-ascription and ascription by others is the vital defining
feature. 1In addition, the traditional view that people maintained group
identity through isolation has proved false, for categorical ethnic

distinctions do not depend on an absence of mobility and contact, and

ethnic boundaries do persist in spite of a flow of personnel across them.

1. Barth, F., Models of Social Urganisation, R.A. 1. Occasional
Paper 2%, 1966.

2. Barth, F., ed. Ethnic Groups and Boundsries, London, 1969,
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The Afghan situation illustrates, for example, the persistence of
the ethnic identities Pashtunm, Tajik and Hazara, though as we have

seen, contact may be intense and change of ethnic group possible.

Ethnie boundaries, therefore, organise the separation of
different groups within a society. But in order for these different
groups to interact, they must lessen the differences between them and
establish some kind of temporary consensus, i.e. a structuring of
interaction that allows for the persistence of cultural differences,
Gontinuing the analysis on this behavioural level, then, Barth notes
that there will therefore be prescriptions and prescriptions for be-
haviour according to the different circumstances of group interaction
and the conceptions of group identity. Barth thus postulates a con-
siderable standardisation of both behaviour and interaction in poly-
ethnic situations, where ethnie categories may or may not be utilised,

according to the particular interaction involved:-

'18 other words, ethnic categories provide an organisational
vessel that may be given varying smounts and forms of
content in different socio-cultural systems. They may

be of great relevance to behaviour, but they need not be;
they may pervade all social 1life, or they may be relevant
only in limited ssctors of activity.' (1964:14)

Ecologic and demographic factors are seen to be important in the
interaction of different ethnic groups and Barth constructs a rough
typology for adaptations of two or more ethnic groups in contact:-

1. They may occupy clearly distinet niches in the natural environment
in which case interdependence will be limited,

2. They may monopolise separate territories, in which case there is

conpetition for resources,
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3. There may be a symbiotic relationship between groups occupying
different niches and supplying important goods and services for

each other,

4. There mey be an unstable situation where two or more groups are

in rartial competition within the saxe niche.

Demographic factors of abaolute and relative sige of groups, migration
and absorption are also @een to be relevant. In the previous chapter
it was seen how an inequal relationship had developed between the
Hasaras and Pashtun nomads, occoupying the same niche in Centrsl
Afghanistan, and it would be interesting to see how this relationship
is developing, by utilising demograyhic informetion on ropulation gize,
migration and sbsorption.

Barth congiders that in complex poly-ethnic situstions the constraints
on a person's behaviour that spring from his ethnic identity tend to be
absolute emd comprehensive; component moral and sccial conventions are
made resistant to change by beiné Joined in stereotyped clusters as
characteristics of one mingle identity. In these situations, boundary
maintaining mechanisms must be very effective, becausei-

1. The complexity of the society is based on cultural differences.

2. The identity of the person and the group must be highly ster@otypéd
80 that inter-ethnic interaction can be based on ethnic identities,

3. The cultural characteristics of each group must be stable so that
the complementary differeneea on which the different social systems rest
can persist in a contact situation,

The first two points would appear to apply to the Afghan situstion as we
have reviewed it for the last hundred years end as it appears today, in
that in a non-industrial society, ethnic identity may be the prime
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feature of social interaction, rather than, for exsmple, class or
caste identity. That this ethnic identity may also be stereotyped

we have seen illustrated in the literature aveilable. However, with
reference to point three, I would suggest that this presents a too
atatic view of society in general, The ocultural characteristics of
the Yelsh in 1976 are certainly different from those in 1776, but
there nevertheless exists today a feeling of Welah ethnic identity.

I suggest that this is due to the intervention of political factors on
the macro-level, notably a move towards devolution. This is expressed
and articulated through the use of culturally separating factors such
a8 the Welsh langusge., 4t the same time, the nature of Fnglish
society has changed since 1776 such that its relationship to Wales and
the Yelsh as an ethnic group has accordingly undergone & process of
repolarisation. In the afghan situation we way note that very few
vestiges of Hazara culture remain at the moment, nevertheless the

ides of the liazaras as an ethnic group would appear to persist amongst
Hazaras and non-lagaras. Political and economic factors affecting
group-ascription will therefore need %o be taken into account in any
analysis of ethnie relations.

Barth's chosen illuatratign of the maintenance of qt}nﬁc identity
in a contact situation is that of the Pathans (Pashtuns) living along
the Afg}mnistan-Pakistaﬁ border., The variation in Pathan communities
is evident; in the hill eountry. viilages of mixed sgriculturslists
are organised in egalitarian patrifinesl descent segments with an
acephalous political structure; in the walleys more intensive agriculture’
is practised, with artifieial u-rigation, and hare Pathans are land-

owners with tenant Tajiks, with a pm.itiaal orgzmisation hased on
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segmontary descent groups, in some places acephalous and in others
integrated into a semi-feudal system; in the towns of Afghanistan

and Pekistan are Pathan administrators, traders, craftsmen or
hbaurersi; in the South are the tribally organised nomads. Barth's
point here is that this cultural diversity hes not provided criteria
for differentiations of ethnic identity. The consistent Fathan
identity can be analysed on two levels: using Barbara Ward's 'native’

and 'obmserver's' models, he sees .the native model in this case ae an
ideal based on the three main points of patrilinesl descent,

orthodox Islam (Sunnism) and Paghtunwali, a code of custom based on
value orientations of male autonomy and egality, self expression and
ageressiveness. The obaserver's nodel is based on the analysis of
three major institutions in Pathan life - melmastis(hospitality)
Jirgeh (councils) and purdsh {seclusion of women and the domestic
sector; all of which, in Barth's view, enable a man to participate in

social life withoui compromising his highly-valued autonomy.

Through these three institutions, Pathan velues can be consistently
realised, especially in an acephalous and polysegmented situation,
Barth attempts to demonstrate this with reference to the relationship
between Hagaras snd Pathans. The territorisl division between Hazaras
and nomad Pathans was kept before the time of Abdur Rahman because
there was little possibility of co-operation in exploitation of re-

sources needed by both groups, for agricultural purposes, Both were

1« A point to note here is made by Charpentier,C.J., in Bazar-i-
Tashqurghan (Uppsalas,1972): 'No Afghun, unless the very poorest
of the poor, will ever engage in any retail trade, keep a shop or

pursue any wechanical trade or handicraft.' (Afghan here synonymous
with Pashtun (Pathan).,

2. r‘\*fard’ B-’ y

ASA 1, 1965,
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tribally organised under petty chieftains and Barth's suggestion so
that this acted as an inhibition to nomsd expansion. later however
the incorporation of the Hagarajat into the Afghan state enabled

the nomads to move in and exploit resources without the element of
competition interfering. [Expansion of trade slso strengthened Pathan

identity:-

'Life as & trading nomsd, who, heavily armed, pene-
trates foreign areas and takes large risks both
personaliy and financially, is one that provides
rich opportunities to demonstrate male qualities
valued among the Pathans.' (1969:126)

Although the reference to the Hazara-Pathan relationship is
admittedly brief, it nevertheless ienﬁa to present a rather c¢lear-cut
plcture of the situstion. It is, for example, doubiful whether the
Hazaras were in fect, tribally organised at the end of the ninetcenth
century, In addition, penetration into Hazara territory was known
before the time of Abdur Rahman and later nomad incursions into the
Hazarajat were not effected peacefully as we have seen in Chaptgr Five.

A statement such ags-

"The apparent stability of the border between them can
be understood as a result of a balance between losses
and gains; with the forms of political units that ob-
tained, the costs of conquest and penetration of
Hazara country by & Pathan tribe were greater than
the expected returns." (1969:126)

suggests a praguatic assessaent of the sitmtién by the Pathans as



ﬂ’ only one or two varisbles were involved. e have seen, with
reference to this point, that expansion of migratory populations
is alao deperdent on macro-political factors, such as international
boundaries.

In South Afghanistan, Pathans may become clients of Baiuch, in
which ease it becomes difficult to prescrve the Pathan identity and
value system in this subservient position. According to Barth, if
this occurs, then a Pathan will take on the ethnic identity of s Baluch.
He cannot perform adequately as a Pathan in his relationship with the
Baluch, therefore he must accept the ather)s' value standards and shift
his ethnic identity. An interesting contrast to this was noted in
Chapter Five, that an unemployed Afghan Pashtun will not seek work
with Hagzara farmers, only with other Pashtunas., This suggests that the
sscription of ethnic identity is not based, like kinship, on the control
of assets. Yet Ferdinand (19%9) mentions that cases are occasionally
given of Pashtuns becoming Hazara. It would be interesting to %ake up
this point of ethnic identity change and ﬁn'thﬂr research would

certainly revward investigation.

It is worth noting here also that Barth takes his main examples
irom the male sector of Pathan society, which admittedly is where the
ethos of the group is overtly and publicly expressed, but this doea not
take account of the womens' role in the formation of ethnic identity.

By concentrating on the mublic imsge of the men and the behavioural
fact that ihe seclusion of women and the domestic sphere provides a
balance to the public necesaity of male aggressivensss and assertiveness,

Barth falls to explore the dynamics for this behaviour., This can re-



sult in statements such asi-

"The resultant npattern of domestic performance is
difficult to docuwent; but its adequecy is suggested
by the relative absence among Pathans of divorce or
adultery murders.® {1969:123%)

which is akin to stating that Italian Catholics do not get divorced

because they sre all happily married.

Purthermore, the siress on performance in ceriain roles within
the overall conception of sthnic identity does not appear to be
adeguately discussed. If in fact Barth found that male Pathans
do adhere dogmatically to the code of Ipghtonweli, then surely the
queation to ask heve is what motivates this adhersnce, rather than
merely accsepting it as a necesaary factor In social orgenisation.

Do Pathan women exhibit a similsr adherance to Pashicnwall, or ancther
code, or if their necessary accepiance is, as one would expect, &
tacit one, how is this maintained as a contribution to the overall
formation of ethnic identity? 1In a similar vein, Barth states that
success as a Pathan implies behaviour which is also admired by non-
Pathans, but if this is indeed the case, which is not proven, it is
also relevant to discover what motivates this adherance, how it is

created and manipulated.

A’pé.rt from these few critical reservations, Barth's analysis
nevertheless remaing & step forward in the discussion of ethnic re-
lations, in that the relationship itself is seen as crucial, rather

than the discrete entity of the ethnic group. This will obviously



be useful for further research into changing ethnic relations in
Afghanistan today as urbanisation proceeds, occupational patterns
change and attitudes and alliances shift. I mentioned before that
political factors need to be taken into consideration when dis-
cussing ethnic group formation and identity and I now turn ¢o a dis-
cussion of the ethnic group as political interest group, to illustrate
this point. It is teken from Cohen; "Custom and politics in Urban
Mric:;.1 and the introduction to 'Urban Ethnicity'a. Cohen defines
the ethnic group as an informal intereat group, the members of which
are distinct from wembers of other groups in the same soclety in
that they share a mmber of institutions such as kKinship, religion

and a means of communication.

Ethnicity is defined as strife between such groups, during the
course of which people stressg their identity and exclusiveness. (ohen
distinguishes between ethnic group and ethnic category, the latter
being seen merely as the cultural identification of a group, which may
not necessarily be formed into a political entity., Cohen maintains
that his analysis is more fertile then Barth's, in that it allows for
degrees of ethnicity and greater freedon of choice (essentially political)
on the part of members of an ethnic group to mske their identity clear
in a political sense, or to keep it tacit, But I cannot sce that this
is anything othwer than rephrasing Barth in different terminology; both

Cohen and Barth are saying that ethnic identity is constant but that

1. Cohen, 4., f

2, Cohen, A., ed. Urban Hthnicity, ASA 12, London, 1974.
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it may or may not be utilised in social organisation asccording to

the circumstances.

It seems therefore to be a question of terminology:s where
Barth uses 'social organisation', Cohen uses 'politics®, which he
defines as processes involved in the distribution and exercise of,
and struggle for power within a social unit. For Cohen, the ethnic
group is formed only in this political context and the number of
interest groups and thelr degree of formality depends on the existent
state aystem, some systems permitting few formal groups but allowing
the informel interest groups. It is here that the ethnic group may
become especially powerfui, for it is more difficult Yo suppress
culitural factorse such as wriaga’ami kinship patterns, or lsnguage.
Grounas can tharefore develep informally through cultural associations,

but at the same time maintain a degree of political murpose.

Cohen's argument is developed in the context of VWest Africs,
where increasing migration from rural to urban enviromments is pro-
ducing contact between ethnic groups in new political situations, In
these new circumstances, there may be compstition, eapecially in the
econosdce sector, amd cultursl traditions tend to be articulatsd for
informal political orgsnisation within the framework of a formal
political situation, Thus, as opposad to the growih of what has been
called defribaiisation, where o0ld ethnie units are submerged into a
larger national uni%, Cohen posits the phenomenon of retribalisation,
where an ethnic group adjusis to new remlities by reorganising its

traditional customs, or by develdpmg ney customs under traditional



symbols. This may be vef:z:‘ecteﬂ through religion, kinship or a
varlety of these combined under an integrating ideology. (ochen
points out that the two processes of detribalisation and retribali-
sation may éccur at the sane time, though on different levels of the
social structure. Thus, to take his example, detribaiisation in
the form of colisctive struggle with white smployers may occur at
the same time as a struggle for power within the ethnic interest

group itselif.

Following the primary assertion that ethnle groups are informal
interest grours operating in situations of conflict and easentially
to be ssen as political groupings, Cohen takes the Hausa as an
illustration of his thsory. He refutes previous suggestions that
ethnic exclusiveness in African towns osn be seen as a reslt of
the tenporary nsture of the dwellers who 8till feel the mill of the
tribe, for in Sabo (the Hauss quarter of Thadan) it is the long term
Hauga settlers who perpetuate the distinetiveness of Hausa culture -~
not thae culture of the northern Hausa, bul & new intermretation that
Cohen sees as directly linked with the economic life of *he nation as
g whole, which is hased largely on trading., In the Yest African case,
different ethnic groups exploit different ecologic niches and in
trading between them the same ethnic group will try to control all
stages of irade of particulsr commodities; becauge of difficulties of
transport over long distances, combined with the need to have adequate
informetion of trade progress, a common language and cultural commmni-
cation rmcilitates the passage of goods. According to Cohen, the re-

suiting corpetition politicises ethnic groups.
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Under Indirect Rule, the Hausa were recognised as a distinct
tribal group, and in Sabo this formal reeggnition of thelir political
organisation ensbled them to consolidate their economic }position a8
controllers of the cattle and kola trade (although producers of
neither). Under the nationalist movement of the 19508, their
economic position was threatened at the same time that the ethnic
exclugsiveness of Sabo was threatened by inoreasing interaction of
Hausa and Yoruba in party politics and Islamic ritusl, as well as the
largely netionallstic ideclogy stressed by the government. During
this time Ssbo revitaslised its cultural distinciiveness and adopted a
fiercely puritanical sect, the Tijanivve, in which the religious
leaders became extremely powerful. Cohen sees this as a direct re-
aponse to the changing situation, utilising cultural components in an
esgsentially political act, so that the reorganisation of religion was
also a reorganisation of political structures, Vhile inhibiting sccial
interaction with the Yoruba, ii intensified the informal social inter-
action within the Sabo quarter through traditional Hausa customs and
values.

In general, ethnic groups seeking to organise their political
functions informaily are seen to be faced with a number of problems

basic to peoiitical orgsnisation, which are:

1. Distinctivenass ~ preserved through myths of origin and super-
iority, descent and endogamy, spatial nroximity.
2. Communication - for example, through religious leaders.

3« Decision-making - who formulabes, deliberates and mskes the decisions.
4. Authority.
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5« Ideology - for axanple, the formulation of a kinship ideology

or ritual ideology. Cochen cgnsicleés that religion provides an
especially powerful dynamic here, for it mobilises powerful smotions,
formulates the political structure as part of 8 universal scheme,
utilises the powsr of symbols and ritual relations, which can be con-
gtantly reinterpreted 10 sult the changing economic and political
circumstances. Also, of course, it provides for reszular mestings,
and through financing its institutions, such as chirches and schools,
enables them to take opn political functions.

6. Discipline ~ wainly effected through ceremonial.

The part played hy religion in the situsiion deaoribed hy Cohsn
is interesting with raference to the importance of sectarian differences
in ethnic groupings in Afghanistan. In Chapter Two I noted Canfield's
obgervation that s change in religious sect in Afzhanistan often mennt
s change, both on conceptual and empirical levels, of ethnic groun.
Another point Cohen makes is that in an induztrislising situation,
tribal groups may develop into class groupings, and Cohen considers
that if this does ocour, then cultural differences become entrenched so
that new roles are playsd out in treditionnl ethnic idioms. It would be
interesting %o see if this is the case in Afghanistan in the face of
industrialisation in Kabul and other towms such as Kunduz., Several
writers have noted that the government end sdministrative elite is
lergely Pashtun, with some peneiration by Tajiks, and that the
commercial sector is mainly Tajik. Industralisation in Afghanistan
is, however, in preliminary stages snd more extensive researeh would

need to be underiaken to sxplore this area further,



If we follow B, rth's and Cohen's anaiysis, then, that the
ethnic group should not be seen as a structural category, but as
an ongoing procesy, we need, as a corollary, to understand how this
group is defined and perceived by its members and non-gembers, any
group, like the individual, being defined in terms of *ihs other.'

Shibutani and ij have stated that:

"An ethnic group consists of those who conceive of
themselves as being alike by virtue of their common
ancasiry, real or fictitious, and who are 8o re-
garded by others.” (1965:47)

Where ‘ethnic group' may be said to correspond to Cohen's ‘'ethnic
category’ and Barth's 'ethnic identity,' J.C. ﬁitc}mllg perhars
clarifies this better by drawing a distinction between ethnicity as
a construct of perceptusl or cognitive phenomens and ethnic group
as a construct of behavioural phenomena. Kthnicity he defines as a
set of meanings which the actors attribute to certain symbols and
pimnoﬁemlogical characterigtics. These are noticed more in sone
gitustions than in others. (c.f.Barth). 7his is, of course, in
contradistinction  to Cohen's definition of ethnicity which is based
on the actual behaviour of groups in a confiict situation. It
might be worth noting here that a clarification of terminology would
certainly aid the pursuits of scholarship in this field. Perhaps

%
Jyotirundra las Cupta” has the most satisfmctory definition so far:-

Te Shibutani, T., and Kwan, K.M., Bthnic Stratification, New
Yurk. 1965,

24

MJEQ&- in Glaser, R., aml!%oynihan 1}., ciy.
C'ambridge’ ms.. 19.,5.
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vuthnicity may be regarded as an enclosing device
which carvas cut 8 recognisable social collectivity
based on certeln shared perceptions of distinctive
commoness often augmented by dischronic coniinuity.”
(1975:467)

Das Cupta's definition of the ethnic group iteclf as silher a categoric
or an sctive coupunity is similar to Barth's definition of ‘athan

identity, utilisable in certain circumstances, latent in others.

In poly-ethnic societies where colour plays a part in ethnic
identity, the perceptual aspect often centres arows colour and colour
variations. Bastide and Ravaau‘ note how vaiues mey infuse

collective representations to alter perception:-

"TPhere are some representations which are above all
iuages or signs, and are used assentially as means

of communication, which mskes then relatively neutral;
there are others which are also values and are strongly
affectively charged; the values which they represent
change accordiag %o the civilisation haing souetimes
positive, sometimes negative, and this quality in

itself determines behaviour, various reactions and
inhibitions. DBlackness and whiteness fall in the
second category of collective representations.' (1972:81)

%¥ith reference to this point, we have already seen how physical charac-
teristics in Afghaniastan, Hszars Mongdlicid traiis, for example, were
given negative values at certain points in the course of sthnie conflict.
Perdinand, however, has stated that many peorle calling thewselves

Hazeras have no trace of Hongol physiognomy, 80 this ares would need to

1« - Bastide, H., and Haveau, zi.. Varmtiuns on Black ami ¥hite in
ul(,hmovld, An, &d' 3 B ok AS i .

uxford, 1972
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be explored much further before we can draw any conclusions about
ethnic attitudes in Afghanistan.

Inherent in all analyses of ethnicity, whatever their socio-
logical premises, is the point that ethnicity and socizl stratifi-
cation are linked factors in social organisation. Stratification
w@ may define as the unequal disiribution of rights and privileges
in society, and ethnic stratification as a distinctive example of
this. In ¥estern nation-states such as Britain, France, Spain and
Switzerland, ethnic stratification may become & force for political
separation that would not be possible on grounde of age, sex or
econonmic stratification. In this sense, also then, ethnic stratifi-
cation will affect class solidarity. Stanley Zt;;i,eizhe;fr-suoz:z1 considers
that there is & link between economic mobility and the structural
rmethode for maintaining ethnic stratification., If there is no inter-
generational mobility within each ethnic stratum, including the
dominant one, ‘then a caste situstion exists and there is no need for
digscrimingtion. But if inter—generational mobility exists, then
diserimination may be necessary. If the actual rates of mobility
are high within the dominant ethnic group, then the maintenance of
ethnic stratification will require several forms of discrimination and
renression in order to keep the subordinate ethnic grouns from woving
cut of their subordinate economic nositions. This may be happening in
Afghenistan in this century, since mobility awong different Pashtun

generationg has increased, especially in new areas of technology and

the professions.

Clearly, in discussing stretification of any tyre, it is important

t.  ldeberson, 8., Ytratification and »thnic Groups, in Richmond, A., 1972.
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to distinguish between the ideal and the actual hierarchy and to
examine the links between the two, With reference to this point,

I would suggest that the relationship between the Pashtuns and the
Tajiks is relevant: the Tajiks have become important entreprensurial
members of the middle class, pussibly threatening the Pashtun power
elite. The Hazaras as a group have not entered into this particular
power struggle and their idesl and actusl position in the social

hierarchy remain coterminous,

Having accepted that ethnic stratification does exist, we need
to examine how it is manifested. The new ethnic grdups in Afghani-
stan may not be the culturally discrete groups often identified by
the ethnographer, Ifiew groups uay be formed in contact situations,
as Cohen described in Ibadan, in urban migration and absorption into
an industrialising society. Certainly in the ¥West, it has seemed a
viable theory for anthropologists to advance. Liveral sociology has
hitherto posited that 'primordial’ groups, such as racial or ethnic
ones, would phase out in modern societies, or that class differences
would replace them, The overriding factor in this theory is that
interest (largely economic) is the guiding factor in group development,
With the evident growth of etknic groups in industrialised societies,
overriding class differences, the sociologists have been forced to
conclude that interest can be pursued by sthnic as well as by interest-
defined groups. As Daniel Bell has remarkedt. 'ethnicity combines

interest with an affective tie.' The argument here, as advanced by

1. Bell, D., 4tbnicity and Social Change, in Glazer and Moynihan,
1975:169.
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Glaser and Moynihan in their introduction to 'ithnicity' is that

the ethnic group forms a feasible political force for mebilisation

in the increasingly powerful modern state, a state in which there ias

a conflict between the egalitarian ideal and the differential achieve-
nent of norms. lere, the ethnically defined group may be & more
effective hargeiner than other grouns, Thus, for examnle, elsh

snd Scottish Hetionalist forees may be nors powerfnl than traditional
class associations, such ss the Communist Party. Francois Bmxrrieaxxd1,

after congidering ethnic stretification in Yeru, concludes similarly:-

11t seens to me that questions of ethnicity emerge
only in & society in which the value system has al-
ready become orisnted towards schievement, and where
barriers betwsen groups, if not broken down or over-
turned, have at least been eroded by a multiplicity
of economic and non-economic transactions.’

his last group of writers, who are mainly concerned with Western
societies, ses the ethnie group as becoming s viable political force,
utiilsing cultural and affective ties to secure their mexbership,
Yhen industrial cont'lict hwms become institutionslised, as in the
west, class siruggle loses its potential. Hthnic struggle, on the
other hand may be more effective. As Afghenistan is an essentially
agricultural econoky, only beginming to industrialise, the temptation

would be to suspect that in this case, the reverse progess is ocourring:
that tribsl and ethnic affilistions are slowly being replaced by class

e Bourricaud, ¥., Jad Festigzo and Cholo as Symbols in the
P@xﬂmg Syggeg Qg ngtg}gg C‘§ t;g}}, in ibid. s poﬁg? .
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groupingas. At the moment, with the evidence available to us, it

is imposaible to make eny definitive statement on this subject.

On examination of the historicel evidence, however, it is possible
to discern ssveral trends in ethnic relationsg in Afghanistan, iilus-
trating Jonald Horowitz's rﬂmrk% that ‘group identity tends %o expand
or contract to fill the political space available for itz expression.’
Looking at the liazaras from a historical point of view, ve have seen
thet they have been continually at war with the religious and secular
authorities. Ac the lowest group on the social scale, thay have had
their lands taken and their population scattered over the country.
vhile nomads have been settled on thelr lands, lszaras thenselves
have been forced to migrate to urban centres for work. In most cases
they have moved from rural to urban poverty and gained I‘Litile political
control over their own situstion. These movenents have been a result
of what we may call external and internal imperislism. Afghanistan
has porhaps followed a similar pattern fo other Third Yorid countries
i its reeent pursait of pationslilistic idesls, overriding ethnic and
sectarian difierences, ?hia nationalistic pursuit Itself is a result
of political changes in the halance of power between the surrounding
countries, and other nore distant but interestsd parties, such as the
UZA.  Internally, this nationmalism has resulted in a grester degree
of state contrel. A secular wonopolisation of control has been

legitimised by the religious sanction of Sunnism.

Briefly then, the outlines are forces of imperialism and nation-

alism shifting ethnic groups, in one sense aiming to destroy affilia-

1. Horowits, D., Lilnic Identity, in Glazer and Moynihan, 1975:1%7.
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tions, and in another perpetuating social stratification along ethnic
lines. The Tajiks, certainly, through their entrepreneurial activi-
ties have elevated their sitatus to that of the bourgeoiais, but the
Hazarae are blocked from both sconomic and symbolic improvements in
their status. Diserinination on grounds of physical eppearance, in-

voking senctic factors, aids this perpetuation of stratification.

This is to describe the situation as if it were static and the
actore merely passive, ©Of course this is not the case, as we saw
in the description of Hazara resistance to the Sunnis in Chapter Four.
This particular aspect of group conflict appears to have been one of
the main characteristics of ethnic relations in Afghanisten, according
to the availabie evidence, It is important to resmember that we are
dealing with what we may call, to use J.S.Furnivall's definition ,
a plursl society, i.e. a society compromising two or wore socisl
orders wiidch coexist Lbut do not mingle in one pelitical unit, In
political terms, the plural society resembles a confedsration of allied
provinces, but aiffers in that one part of s confederation could
secede withoul total disrupiion, because in & confederation territorisl
boundaries are very clear. In a plural state, howewver, the elements
are too intermingled for this to apply. This lack of clear boundaries
in a plursl society is also demonsirated econcmically in the fact that
social demand is generally disorgenised and variant; the only westing
placd econonmically is the market place. In the case of Afghanistan
one could point here to the nomad basaars discussed in the previous

chapter, as an example of this economic meeting place. Furmivall

1. Furnivall, J.0., Hetherdands Indig; Cambridge 1934,
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notes that the distridbution of production among racisl castes
aggravates the sectionalisw of demand, so that while Western political
and economic theories deal with sociml will and demand, the problem
in the plural socisiy is to integrate that dewend., Furnivall is

nere taking hin lmmediate point of reference from the coionial situa-
tion of Indonesim, but as his discussion of the plural society is
sasentially sociological and therefcre general, it seems not un-
reagonable to extend the argument to & polyethnic, non-colonial situa-
tion such as Afghanistan. Hegarding nationslism, Furnivall considers
that in & plural society it is rather like internationslism. In
nineteenth century Iurope naticonalism was & revolt agsinst the
liberalisn of lauiasser-faire, a desire to protect individual social
organisations againat this twype of economic internationalism,
Nationalisa in a plural society, on the other hsnd, is a disruptive

force and does not consolidate the social order.

Elthough Furnivall's discussion of the nlural society is largely
drawn Iror the Indonesian example, and thus a ¢olonial situation, many
of the charscteristics delineated above would seer to apply also to
Afghanistan. If we hase our discussion on the preulse therefore
that Afghanistan is & plural society, the next problem in the anslysis
of gconflict in this plural society, is vhether the society is considered
to be a totality. Uoniologically, this premise is a common starting
voint, eepscially if there are tangible political boundaries containing
*he populations But in the actors’ model of the situation, it is
doubtiul how muny of the popuistion of such & society would in fact

conceive of themselves s members of a total society, merely because of
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distant political boundaries drawn on a map and enforced by frontier
controls The devolutionary movements in Britain, Spain and France,

for example, would seem to bear this cut.

In taking the sociological view of a society as a total system,
it is commoniy assumed as a corollary that conflict maintains a balance
in the system, and thus perpetuates the system itself. In this sense,
conflict sets boundaries between groups, strengthening gmﬁp conscious-
ness and awareness, vhile maintaining the $otal social system. This
theory has generally been attributed to the segmentary type of scciety
described by ivans-Pritchard in ‘Che Nuer.''  On the other hand, in
a society where there is a considerable degree of class, caste or other,
perhaps ethnic, stratification, with considerable socisl mobility,
then this ideal balance may be impossible to maintain and conflict
may then serve other purposes. The main consideration here becomes

the legitimacy of the social order i.e. its acceptance by the population.

This point would appear to be especially pertinent to Afghanistan,
vhere the Sunni Pashtuns took control of the growing state of Afghanistan
in the nineteenth century and have consolidated that power in the
twentieth, That the control was not always legitimised is seen in
the resistance of the Hazaras and other minority ethnic groups in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Inextricably bound up
with the overt political aspects of group conflict in Afghanistan was
the religious sanction given to it. In general, the main body of any
church is inclusive wvhereas the sect is exclusive, so that this may be

{. Evans-Pritchard, E.E., The Buer, London, 1940,
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considered a parallel exauple of conflict setting boundaries beiween
groups: the religious split mirrored and supported the political
cleavage. Lewis Coser, in his discussion of social conflict’ ’
mentions certain aspects of conflict relations with regard to actual
warfare, which again are pertinent to the Hazara - Afghan conflict.

He notes that if a group coheres under attack it must have, firstly,

a congensus that the aggregate is a group and its preservation is
worthwhile, and secondly, that the outside threat is menacing the

whole of the group. Certainly, in the case of the Hazara wars, as

we saw in Chapter Four, animosity was at a lower level in the first

half of the nineteenth century, and that the Hazaras were split up into
tribal and territorial affiliations. The threat of internal imperialism
from the Pathans does appear to have coalesced the Hagzaras into a

clearly defined group. | Again, the religious opposition between

Sunni and Shi'a strengthened the emotive feelings of group solidarity,

as would other cultural differences such as language and social struc-

ture,

This example of group affiliation is also manifested in the
opposition to the influx of nomads into the Hagarajat, for once more
Hazara was polarised against Pashtun, Shi'a against Sunni. Recently,
however, a different pattern appears to be evolving., Economic and
political circumstances have resulted in the destruction of Hazara
tribal and even territorial affiliations, Large numbers are migrating

to urban centres where they perform similar work to the Untouchables in

1. Coser, L., The Functions of social confliet, New York, 19%6.
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India, They do not appear to be developing into a rudimentary
proletaﬂat, &s industry expands, for factories generally still re-
cruit from other ethnic groups. In addition, the state bureaucracy
has considered its Pashﬁun—donimted control over the urovinces, while
the Telike have expanded their influence in the commercisl sector.
Education, the traditional avenue out of the alum, has yet to offer
much to the lazaras. The lagaras as s warginal group were probably
not inreceipt of much of the foreign aid that has come into Afghanistan
in recent decades, but no doubt the lessening of this aid has hit them

88 well.

We cannot say, thersfore, that previous tribal conflict has de-
veloped into class conflict along eihnde lines in Afghanistan. A%
the same time, 1t is doubtful, or at least problematic, how much
changing economic and politicsl circumstances, involving movement of
populatioh. changes in occupation and loss of certain cultural traits,
has actually shifted ethnic boundaries. This also would provide an

interesting focus for future research.

While Afghanistan remains an essentially agricultural country,
it is important Yo understand the formation of ethnic groups in the
rural context, as well a8 in the urban context more frequently studied
by writers on ethnicity. Robert Canfield% is our sole source on this
question with reference to Afghanistan and he has been concerned %o

demonstrate the importance of ecologic and political factors for the

1. Canfield, Rn’ ihe 25 s !
w in Amrican Anthmpologist, Vol ™, 19?33)p.1511 .
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development of rural ethnic groups, notably in the Bamian area,
Be defines the rural ethnic group ass-

"A rural ethnic group, in addition to being
marginally located, is a group of people having
a common economic and political interest, because
of which they stand together in opposition to
other groups und the state, and a common sense of
cultural identity validated by ethnic and/or re-
ligious customs." (‘!97%:1532)

While ecologic factors are important in the formation of rural ethnic
groups (ef. Barth 1956), socio-political incentives are relevant as
well, and these have a spatial dimension. It is common throughout
the Middle Hast for dominant aects to be found in lowland arsas and
heterodox sects in highland aveas; thus where the crucial political
categories are religious, the marginal populations are seen as being
heretical. Where the crucial political categories are ethnic or
nationalistic, the marginal populations are often found %o be ethni-
cally distinct,

Canficld examines the processes controlling the location of
rural ethnic groups and attempts to outline the dynamics of ethnic
ascription with the empirical conditions that influence behaviour and
symbolic aspects of Hazara life, The spatial dimension of group
formation is revesled through the importance of relative distancs,
defined through transport technology and ecologic relations. In
Bamian itself, Canfield considers that effective distances have signi~-
Ticantly controlled the slignments of Bamian's residents, drawving

them into different sections whose political alignments are expressed
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as different religicus sllegiences. The sectarian expression of
political elliance is such that to bs a Sunni in Afghanistan is in
some sense %o be identified with the ruling institution and the
Sunni sources of authority on which its administrative system partly
depends. To be Imani is to be identified with the resistance that

once wared against, and even now remains isolated from, the ruling
institution.

In Afghanistan in genersl, then, and in Bamian in perticular,
sectarian identity is seen to be the basis of social identity. Sects
are thus political interest groups where form and distribution are
controlled by their social, cultural and geographical contexts,

These interest groups mobilise cultural components in their process

of self-definition; the aspecta chosen and the dirsction taken being
largely determined by the identities of the other interest groups and
the state itself. If religious differences are then the overriding
criteria of social segmentation in Afghanistan, and as the state has
allied itself specifically with the Hanafi branch of Sunnism, it is to
be expected that minority groups in competition with state structures
will ally themselves with an alternative religious grouping In the
case of the llazaras, this has been the Imami sect of M as I
noted in Chapter Cne, or with the more remcte groups who find them-
selves in contradistinction to both Imamis and Sunnis, the change has
been to Ismailism. Thus factionalism is seen to result from political
and economic competition, and at the sawe time is encouraged by eénviron-

wental factors,

Canfield {1974) has outlined the factionalism inhurent in the
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Hazarajat, and relates the hiatorical processes, so far as they

are known o the geophysicel conditions existing in the area. Up

to the nineteenth century, as we have scen previously, the Hagzaras
were pastoralists, though developing into sgriculturalists. The
political units were formed of settilement clusters, organised mainly
on a tribal basis. The sulisns controlled the central valley of
each region and the subservient chiefs administersd the marginal
areas, The Mongol kinship system that appears to have been extanit
among the Hagzarss in the nineteenth century {see Table p. 123 )
suggests the principle of primogeniture and the organisation of
ranked lineages in which the descendents of the line of first sons
were preeminents. As I noted in Chapter Three, Canfield sugpests
that the subservient chiefs, though siblings or cousins of the gultan,
may have developed desires for autonomy, which would have been facili-
tated by the scologic conditions of the area (natural ecologic regions
of low piains surrounded by small valleys). Those chiefs in the nore
marginal positions in the highland valleys would not always be at a
disadvantage, because in their isoclated position they could effect
gsome measure of control and autonomy. In this way, the fregmented
nature of azars society was mextrica_bly related to the fragmeniation

of the Hagarajat itself,

it the present time, this factionslism continues, though now
organised on sectarian Iines. It is most notable in Shibar, the
area which forms the main focus of Canfield's investigation (1973).
Here, &3 already briefly mentioned in Chapter Two, sectarian lines

criss-croas the highland valleys, forming a pattern of religlous



alleglences in which neighbourhood villages often belong to different
sects. The dividing line between the sects sometimes cuts through
hamlet groups consisting of closely related kinsmen. In Lebnurshak
valley there are three coses of sectarian allegience cutting through
territorial and kinship groupings. This involves considerable social
division and separation as I described in Chapter Tvwo. Canfield
attempts %o explain this by examining both internsl circumstances of
social division and the historical background of the general divisions
in Afghanistan.

Inherent in the social ties ties drawing people together in
neighbourhoods and communities are tensions working to rend them apart,
80 that former bonda ere dissolved and new social alignments are con-
structed., Division and cohesion are therefore veriants in the social
system and are responsive to environmental factors of the kind already
discussed. gQawmi, for example, the members of the ggum community,
are functionally united through their common dependence on an irrigation
canal, their mutusl help arrangewents, their intricate ties of descent
and arfinity, and their patterns of reciprocal sharing. {inghim
closeness, political solidarity, religious unity and territorial
grouping are thus conceptualised into the singls concept of the kinship-
based gawm commnity. Canfield treats the phenomenon of deviance from
the gawm wa an individual matter aud outlines the processes by which the
deviant or disputant may cope with the situstion. Hmigration is given
&8 one possibllity and conversion as another. ;anfieid mentions one
example vhere of three brothers, originally Ismaili, two changed to
Junni and Imami after an inheritance disagreement. Unfortunately,



Canfisld has no data on an actual converaion, 80 that his analysis

is hypothetical, based on evidence that conversions have taken place.
Convergion from Ismailisa to Imamism is suggested %o tske s different
form from that of conversion of either two to Sunnism. The first
will involve a shift of allegience from one saint to another, as

they are the functional focii of the sect; the second mey involve a
whole process of upward social mobility, as for example in the case
where an Ismaili or Imami Hazera bride is given to a wealthy Sunni.

In fact, this discussion of converaion is the least satisfaétory
part of Canfield's study, because the political implications of the
different sect change permutations are practically ignored., The
lack of adequate evidence is also disappointing, because there is no
substantiation for the assumption of the existence of converaion,
There is an attempt to relate conversion to historical mocesses,
howaver, in thai: as Tajik and Pushtun commercial and sdministrative
interests strengthened their hold on the market town of Bamian in the
nineteenth century, the population changed to Sunnism, as part of an

adaptive process, but this is not substantiated.

Two main conclusions drawn from Canfield's study of Bamian refer
firstly to the regular distribution of sects within the ares as a
whole, and secondly to the particular nature of commnity fiseion in
Shibar «  As far as the first is concerned, economic and politieal
interconnections between Tagaw and the national econony and goverpment
administration are expressed in terms of the alignments of the population
with Sunnism. If the identity of an interest group is based on its
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socio=political context, then either the group conceives of its
identity as complementary to others, or in opposition. In the case
of Tagaw, the lowland plain where the town of Bamian is situated,
econoéic and political factors have resulted in the stressing of com=
plementarity, expressed in Afghan terms, through religion. . On the
other hand, the highland populations, existing primarily through sub-
sistence activities are only marginally integrated into the national
economy and have expressed their difference through Imemism., The
Ismailis live in a frontier zone where the influence of external power
groups has historically been weak. As far as the particular community
fission in Shibar is concerned, Canfield considers that only in this
area are ecologiec conditions conducive to a breskdown in community
solidarity, because of the importance of rainfall agriculture, which,
unlike irrigation agriculture requires litile group solidarity.
Conversion to an opposing sect is seen as an atiempt on the part of
the disputants to realign themselves to another group of kinsmen,

who are identified with another sect.

In general %erms, Canfield considers that the pattern of sec-
tarian division in Bamian is analogous to that of Afghanistan as s
whole: Sunnis control the economie centres, Imamis occupy the marginal
lands of the Hazarajat and the Ghorian desert, and Ismailis occupy
the remote lands of the Hindu Kush - Pamir ranges between the centres
of Sunni and Imemi influence. Historically, the identity of political
groups in Afghanistan has been seen as expressed in terms of patri-
lineal descent groups, such as Pushtun, Hazara, Ugzbek etc., but as the

coalition of Afghan tribes grew into a ruling institution legitimised
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under Sunnism, opposition was expressed in the antithetical sectarian

categories of Imamism and Temsilism.

Canfield's discussion of rural ethniec groups in Afghenistan is
useful in that it suggesis some of the possible dynamics for group
ascription, and illustrates the connection between religious and
political factors in ethnic relations in Afghanistan., It is, however,
a preliminary discussion, but one nevertheless that could be used as
a basis for future research, More work could be done on the com~
position of the rural ethnic groups, attitudes between groups and
towards the nation in genersl, the role of the saints, the different
ritual and symbolic forces involved in sectarian membership and

their relation to political structures on the micro - and macro-levels,

This chapter has, I hope, raised several issues with reference %o
the general ansliysis of ethnieity and also to the particular situation
of ethnic relations in Afghanistan, The contemporary discussion of
ethnicity has lifted the issue out of mere ethnographic categories into

& more encompassing view of the ethnic group as an ongoing and
essentially political process, that utilises cultural components in
its formation and self definition. In Canfield's work, for example,
we have seen a practical demonstration of this, indicating how rural
ethnic groups, among populations that might all be categorised as
Hazara by the ethnographer, can be seen espentially as interest groups,
motivated by economic considerations and utilising the locally signifi-

cant factor of sectarian differentiation in shaping their identity.

The previous chapters have attempted to indicate changes in



ethnic relations in Afghanistan in the last hundred and fifty years,
on the macro-level, because extensive data on individual circumstances
was not available., Previously discrete descent groups were brought
into contact with each other through the forces of imperialism and
nationalism, Ethnie boundaries appear to have been maintained,
howeverjin a situation where religion, in the form of sectarian
differentiation, became the defining factor in group identity.

In the twentieth century, Pashtun monopolisation of state power was
consolidated and even as urbanisation and small scale industrialisation
increased, ethnic affiliation persisted. New implications for ethnic
relations have arisen in recent ysars, as I have suggested, and it

remains for further research o increase our understanding of then,
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Taken from Ferdinand, K., Preliminary Notes on Hagzara Culture, p.46-50.

Fa

Fa Fa
g Mo

Fa Fa Fa
Fa Fa Mo
Fa Br
Fa Br Vi
Fa Br So
Fa Br Da
Fa Si
Fs 51 Hu

§ &

Si
Mo Si Hu
Mo Si So 3
Mo &i Da
Yo Br
Mo Br Wi
Mo Br So
Mo Fa
Mo Mo
Yo Fa Fa
Mo Fa Mo

Br
Br elder

Br younger
Br vi

*
DAY ZANGT

ata, bsba
bakala

mama, achul
bakala kalo
mama kalo
abagha
i(y)aenga, beka
bache-abagha
dokhtar-i-abagha
amna

ernagi

aya, aba

khals

ezna, shuei-ikhala
bola

naghechi
iyanga
bache-naghechi
bakals

mama achul
bakala kalo
mama kalo

brar
la la
brarak
beka

GHORBAND

ata
atakalu
baha

atekalu

baba kalu

abagha
bache-abagha
dekhtsr~i-abagha
ana

khesh

aya, apa
khals
shu-i-khals
bola

tagha
gan-i~taghs
bache-tagha
baba

aba, aya kalu
baba kalu

aba kalu

brar

brar kalu
khurd brar
yanga

* This inciudes terms from Besud, Dei Zangi, Ghazni, Jaghori,
Shahristan and Uruzgan.



Si
51 Hu
51 Ch

s
i Fa
w1 Mo
wi Br
i 8i
¥i 51 Bu
Wi Br Wi
Fiancee

Hu

Hu Fa

hu Mo

Hu Br elder )
and younger

Hu 51

Hu 8i Hu

Hu other Wi

Hu So by other Wi

Hu slder and
younger VWi
S0

So Wi

50 Wi ¥a
So Wi Mo
S0 So

S0 Ho Wi
S0 Da

Da

Da Hu

egna, kuks
Jjea

khatu

khosur
khosur-madar
khosur bura
egechi

baja
gan-i~khosur bra
khusta

shauhar
khosur
Khosur
khosur bura

apsu

ezna

ambak
bache-andar
(teknonyms)

beri
¥hesh

qudaghu

beri

noss

dokhtar

khor
shu~i-khor
ushiuk-i-khor

zan .

ate-zan

khoshui

khosur bura
khoshus.

baja
zan~-i-kKhosur-bra
naszad

shui

khosur kalu
khoshui
eway

ambak
bache-andar
(telmonyms)

bache-nan
zan~i-bache-ma

khosur

khoshu~i-bacha
bache~hacha
arug-i-bache-bacha
dokhtar-i-zan-i-bacha

dokhtar

shui-dokhtar



Da Bu Fa
Da Hu Mo
Da So
Pa So ¥Wi
Pa Da

khesh
qudaghn
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ate-damad
aye-damad
bache-dokhtar

-

dokhtar-i-dokhtar

These kinship terms are theoretical; women are often named as the

mother of so and so, younger people by their Pirst name and respected

elder people by the kinship term.

Central Hazaragl is more Mongolian

than Horthern Hazaragl end is also more influenced by Turkish.

Ferdinand's informant stated that Central Hazaragi was expamding and

that new torms were coming to Ghorband from Dai Zangl vis Yakawlang.
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Terms taken from Schurmann, H.¥., The Mongols of Afghanistan, p.156-138.
I have simplified Schurmann's transliteration.

Fa

Yo

So
Da
Mo Br So
Mo Br Da
Fa 8i So
s 81 Da
Mo i So
Mo 8i Da

Dai Kundi

baba
aya

birar

khwar

pasar, bacha
dukhtar

abagha, tata

nagachi

khala

bakala

nama

bakala

mamna
bachs-i-abagha

dukhtar-i-abagha

bacha~i-nagachi

dukhtar~i-nagachi

bacha-~-i-amma

© dukhtar-i-amma

bacha=i-khala
dukhtar-i-khala
birarzada
birarzads
khwarzada
khwarzada
‘pavass

navasa

navasa

nawassa

Besud Uruzgan
ata, baba
aba
birar
bacha
dukhtar
amu am
anma -
taghai dai
khala -
baba-i~khalan  barkul
madar-i=khalan bibi
baba-i~kalan barkul
nader-iekalan bibi
- pasar-i-ama
- khola
- dai
anma, Jeia
bola hanma
bela -
birarzadas -
anms, -
khwarzada Jjeia
khvarzada -

-

daghori

abal
ata
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Dai Kundi Besud Uruzgan Jaghori

Wi Khatun khatun - -
Hu scher - - -
Da Hu ddnmad - - -
So #Wi - - aryus -

Although this is an incomplete list, Schurmann concludes that the pattern
is identical with that most widespread in Afghanistan, there being no
distinctions between elder and younger siblings. The retention of
abaghs and nagaehi indicates a historical relationship with the Mongols,

as does jeia and bola, but structurally the kinship terminology is the
same as that in the rest of Afghanistan.

Hovwever, Canfieid, R.L., in Fetrified Minds and the amity of yolves

suggests that there is evidence of a Mongol kinship system which dig-
tinguishes older from younger siblings, and thus suggests the existence
of primogeniture. ‘aking his evidence from Bacon, E., (1958:77) and
Canfield, R.L., (1973:48), he suggosts that previous to the nineteenth
century, by which time the tribal structure had begun to bresk up, the
Hazaras were organised in ranked lineages in which the descendants of the
line of first sons were pre~eminent., He compares certain Mongol terms

vith those of Hazaragi, the location not being identified:-

Mongol Hazaragd
Elder brother agha kake
younger brother in brar
elder sister apa apa

younger sialer qaryandas/sinli khwar
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Lrimary Sources

Part of the historical material used in this study was taken from

the India Office library, London. Huch of it is hitherto unpublished
and is given in ihe Secret and ?olitical Hecords of the British
Government and the Govermment of India up to 1947. Additional infor- -
wation was collected from the Hecords of the British Embassy 4in Zabul
that are kept at the Indis Office and also published material not
available in other libraries. The information is found in the

following collsections:

I/ PRS0 Political and Secret Department

»*¥

Wres/18 Political sand SHoret Memorands

L/Ps/20 3 Political aid Secret Department
Iibrary
L/¥1n :  Hilitary Department
rR/12 :  Afghanistan
B.

Political aml Seeret Books

Also, many publications and the following Cazeteers were used from the

Indian Inatitute Library in Oxford:
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Imperial Gazeteer of Indis Afghanistan and Nepal, 1908.
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The Coneept of niches, American Anthro-
pologist, wol. 58,

Homads of South Persia. Oslo University
?1‘658-

Competition and Sywbiosis in Norih Hast
Baluchistan. Folk, vol.6.
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