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1. Introduction

2. Literature Review

1 Gus O’Donnell was Britain’s top civil servant in the years 2005 11.



3

hukou



4

First

Second

Third

Fourth

Fifth



5

3. The Data

2 The precise number of ethnic minority people in rural China does not appear to be published in official
statistics. We apply the proportion of minority population in China’s total population (8.4%) to the rural
hukou population but regard this number as the lower limit.
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4. Hypotheses and tests

 

 

3 In the case of the largest sample, assuming that, where the ethnicity of the respondent was not available, it
was the same as that of the household head.
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6. Testing the Five Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1. Correcting for their lower income, minority people have higher

conditional happiness than Han people.
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Hypothesis 2. The determinants of minorities’ happiness are also different, and more

dependent on non material things.
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Hypothesis 3. There is heterogeneity among minority groups in the determinants of

happiness, which might have non economic origins.
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Hypothesis 4. Minority people who live in communities where their ethnic group is the

largest are happier, other things being equal, than those who do not.
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hukou

Hypothesis 5. Minority people show less conditional concern with income than do Han

people, and place less conditional value on it.



16



17

7. Conclusion
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Table 3. Happiness functions for the rural sample as a whole, including a minority status dummy
coefficents and standard errors
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Table 4. Happiness functions for minority and Han people separately coefficients and standard
errors
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Note.

Table 5. Decomposition analysis of the determinants of minority and Han happiness scores

Note
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Table 6. Happiness functions distinguishing different minority groups: coefficients and standard
errors
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Table 7. Happiness functions for the main minority groups: coefficients and standard errors
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Table 8. Happiness functions distinguishing minority households which belong to the largest
ethnic group of the village and those which do not coefficients and standard errors
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Table 9 Satisfaction with income functions containing a minority group dummy: coefficients and
standard errors
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Table 10. Regression equations explaining the level of minimum household income per capita,
containing a minority group dummy coefficients and standard errors
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