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Martyn Harry
Our Separate Ways

In 2019 Eugene Birman paid me the huge and unexpected complement of
commissioning me to compose two choruses for EXAUDI, one to be
performed before Eugene’s Russia : Today and one to be performed after it.
This is the exact constellation that you will hear in tonight’s programme,
except that the huge vocal demands of Eugene’s piece means that it is being
performed on film. | believe that Eugene approached me because of my work
with Russian and Ukrainian composers as a composer for Sony Classical in
the earlier nineties. | had also worked with Russian musicians on my
Eingestellt for electric string instruments, which was performed at the former
Soviet Union of Composers Building on the eve of a general election in
Russia in 2007, and had set Anna Akhmatova’s poetry in my work, Chamber
Intimacy.

A condition of the commission was that | should set poems by the great
Russian experimental poet, Lev Rubinstein, whose | work | did not at that
point know but which | have no grown to love. Lev performs with each line of
his poems on index cards that he flips quickly when he is reciting them. The
‘cut up’ quality of this delivery style and also the unusual use of stationery
prompted me to use miniature instruments to punctuate my songs, as well as
stationery items in my own piece: in this case a guillotine which is employed
by the baritone at the end of Do Not Forget Me. | am now projecting a third
song that will be composed on index cards for EXAUDI’s wonderful alto
singer, Jessica Gillinger, for occasions when my songs are performed
separately from Eugene’s monumental piece.

It was a very singular experience for me to compose two songs to frame a
much larger work that | had not heard and knew very little about. From that
point the process of creating Our Separate Ways took an unexpected turn
because | composed them in May and June 2020, at the height of the COVID
pandemic. You can certainly tell that the enforced physical separation and
darkness of that peculiar moment, as well as the day-by-day unfolding of a
previously unanticipated alternative reality, affected my composition of Our
Separate Ways, which meant that the pieces in some sense formed
themselves. By the time the songs were eventually premiered in Pushkin
House in London in April 2023, the audience’s reception of them were also
coloured by the recent experience of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Finally, as | write this programme note now two days in advance of the Oxford
performance on Sunday 14th January 2024, | have just heard that the terrible
development that Lev Rubinstein himself, so much in my thoughts when |
composed this piece, is currently in a coma in a Russian hospital. He will
surely be in my thoughts as we hear my setting of his poems tonight.



1. Chimeras

[Extracts from Lev Rubinstein, Elegy (1983), collected in Compleat Catalogue of
Comedic Novelties translated by Philip Metres and Tatiana Tulchinsky]

1 Sometimes you ask yourself, “Could something else be possible?”
— and it seems at that moment that it could ...

NHorpa Bopyr 3axoyellb ...

8 Sometimes you feel that there is something in this that appeals, and at the same
time obviously repels. You’'d like to know exactly what this is.

9 Sometimes you suddenly want to look inside ...

3arnsiHyTb BOBHYTPb ...
and when you do you wish you hadn'’t.

10 Sometimes something enters your head, and afterwards you are literally not
yourself.

11 Sometimes you dream something that, however you interpret it, it all means the
same thing.

12 Sometimes chimeras haunt you from all sides ...

MHorpa Bapyr 3axoyellb 3arnsiHyTb BOBHYTPb, & TaM Takoe, YTo ydiue 6bl U He
sarngagpisarn.

Sometimes chimeras haunt you from all sides, you do your best to drive them away

13 Sometimes you think about whatever ever you want, except what you really need
to think about.

2. Do Not Forget Me

[Extracts from Lev Rubinstein, Here | Am, collected in Compleat Catalogue of
Comedic Novelties translated by Philip Metres and Tatiana Tulchinsky]

78 So now you are trembling inside as you open the cherished door ...
79 In other words, it’s something like a “forever/farewell” twisted in a tight spiral.

80 Do you understand?



81 Now here | am!

82 ... here I am! | will not tire you, my reader by describing the hardships |
encountered on my journey ...

83 ... the hardships | encountered on my journey, and my accidental companions,
some of whom were quite nice, come to think of it, and some of whom I'd rather not
remember ...

84 ... some of whom I'd rather not remember, and that completely explainable
agitation and impatience that would increase as you near the cherished goal ...

85 ... agitation and impatience that would increase as you near the cherished goal,
and many other things ...

86 ... many other things. And now the night visions grow vague, dissolving in the
morning fog ...

87 ... inthe morning fog, and a gang of screaming kids is rushing down the slope
straight to the river ...

88 ... straight to the river, and the Rhine hills, castles and vineyards are flying by ...
89 ... castles and vineyards are flying by, and now everything is becoming endlessly
distant: a cracked cup, a dusty stuffed squirrel, a small crystal sphere and crumpled

sheets of paper ...

90 ... a small crystal sphere and crumpled sheets of paper, and there’s no reason to
hit the drum, which won’t resound anyway because it’s dead ...

91 ... won’t resound anyway because it’'s dead, and now the logs are crackling in a
dying fire ...

92 ... the logs are crackling in a dying fire, the flow of things will never stop...
93 ... will never stop, we go our separate ways.

Yxogoum Bpo3b, He 3abbiBait MEHS

94 We go our separate ways, do not forget me.

95 We go our separate ways, do not forget me.

96 We go our separate ways, do not forget me.

97 We go our separate ways, do not forget me ...

Lev Rubinstein
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