
Original search (dated till end of January 2009)  

Potentially relevant 
studies 
(n=163)  

 

RCTs retrieved for 
more detailed 

evaluation  
(n=58)  

Studies excluded 
(n=105)  

• Not randomized controlled 
trials (RCTs) and/or out of 
topic area 

  

RCTs potentially 
eligible  
(n=15)  

RCTs included in 
meta-analysis  

(n=4) 

RCTs excluded  
(n=43)  

• Not original investigation   
• Ineligible patient populations 
  Critical care (27) 
 Acute myocardial infarction (7)  
 Surgical/perioperative (6)  

 Other hospitalized patients (1) 
 Stroke (1)  
 Type 1 diabetes (1)  
                     

 
 
 

RCTs excluded  
(n=11)  

• Ineligible design  
 Events not pre-specified and/or 
 insufficient trial size (<1000 patient-years 
 planned follow-up) (9)  

Multi-factorial or placebo-controlled design 
(2)  



Updated search (dated from February 2009 to January 2017)* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Pubmed search terms for the MEDLINE database 
 
((diabetes mellitus, type 2[MeSH Terms]) AND (blood glucose[MeSH Terms]) AND 
(control) AND (intensive OR tight) AND (glucose) AND ("2009/02/01"[Date - 
Create] : "2017/01/20"[Date - Create]) AND Clinical Trial[ptyp] AND 
Humans[Mesh])) 

Potentially relevant 
studies 
(n=119) 

 

RCTs retrieved for 
more detailed 

evaluation  
(n=41) 

Studies excluded 
(n=78) 

• Not randomized controlled 
trials (RCTs) and/or out of 
topic area 

  

RCTs potentially 
eligible  
(n=15) 

RCTs included in 
meta-analysis  

(n=0) 

RCTs excluded  
(n=26) 

• Not original investigation (14)  
• Ineligible patient populations 
  Critical care  
 Acute myocardial infarction (2) 
 Surgical/perioperative (4) 

 Other hospitalized patients  
 Stroke (1) 
 Type 1 diabetes (2) 
                   Youth (2) 
 Pregnancy (1) 

 
 
 

RCTs excluded  
(n=15) 

• Ineligible design  
 Events not pre-specified and/or 
 insufficient trial size (<1000 patient-years 
 planned follow-up) (9) 

Multi-factorial or placebo-controlled design 
(6) 


