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Project Synopsis

The Maritime Asia Heritage Survey works to systematically inventory and document endangered
tangible cultural heritage in the Maldives and Indonesia — including historical structures,
archaeological sites, manuscripts and physical objects. The documentation produced in the
course of our work includes site, feature, and object records with geospatial data, digital
photography, LiDAR point clouds, ortho-photomaps, photogrammetric 3D models, CAD site plans
and architectural elevations, IlIF digitized manuscripts, and oral history video interviews.

The materials documented through this work are critically endangered, facing both natural and
human threats. Our work thus creates a digital archive of multimedia source material for the
history of the Indian Ocean world. All data is also made open-access available on our project
website: https://maritimeasiaheritage.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp

The Maritime Asia Heritage Survey is based at Kyoto University’s Center for Southeast Asian
Studies. It is led by Prof. R. Michael Feener (Pl and Director), together with Dr Patrick Daly (Co-Pl)
and Prof. Noboru Ishikawa (Co-Pl). The project is financially supported by the Arcadia Fund, a
charitable fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin (project number 4309).

The MAHS Digital Heritage Documentation Lab is hosted by the Kyoto University Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. Work in the Maldives is done in partnership with the Maldives National
Center for Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Arts, Culture and Heritage, and in Indonesia with the
Directorate General of Culture, Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology.
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Archive organisation

This archive contains data collected in the first year of the Maritime Asia Heritage Survey, from
the start of the project in 2020 until the end of August 2021 in the Maldives and Indonesia. It
includes raw and edited material from the surveyed historical structures, archaeological sites,
manuscripts and physical objects. The documentation produced in the course of our work
includes site, feature, and object records with geospatial data, digital photography, LiDAR point
clouds, ortho-photomaps, photogrammetric 3D models, CAD site plans and architectural
elevations, IlIF digitized manuscripts, and oral history video interviews.

Records are available in our online Arches database. We provide two kinds of backup of this
database in the archive, one is a CSV export of the heritage records, and the other one is a
pg_dump (PostgreSQL Dump), which is a text file in SQL format, that can be used to reconstruct
the database.

Field books are included in the archive containing information on the regions where the surveys
were carried out.

The MAHS project website is preserved in this archive in a readable printout format, while the
URLs of the webpages were submitted to the Wayback Machine Internet Archive
( https://web.archive.org ) where they can be browsed.

For a detailed folder structure of the archive, please see the supplementary material.
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Data organisation

All project data is organized here geographically, with file names reflecting the conventions used
for recording sites, features, and objects by our field survey. The folder structure of the archive
and the MAHS Site location codes for all the surveyed locations can be found in the
supplementary material enclosed to this document.

The structure of the file names consists of the abbreviated project name (MAHS) and a three-
letter code for the country where the survey was carried out:

MAHS-MDV - Maldives
MAHS-IDN - Indonesia

The country identifier is followed by a 2 or 3 times three-letter code (MAHS Site location code)
unique to each region:

Country Region identifier Example MAMHS code

Maldives | Atoll-Island Kaafu-Malé City KFA-MLE

Indonesia | Province-District-Subdistrict Aceh-Banda Aceh- ACH-BNA-BTR
Baiturrahman

*For a complete list of site location codes see the supplementary material below.

After that, each site is given a unigue number, stating with ‘S’ representing ‘site’.

Records within that site inherit the MAHS Site location code of the site and are organized by a
second series of identifier code. Record types are distinguished by the following system of
abbreviations:

F - Feature
O - Object
MS - Manuscript

OHV - Oral History

Example MAHS code for a feature associated with a site:

MAHS-IDN-ACH-BNA-BTR-5-001-F-0001

The structure of the file names for collections consists of the abbreviated project name (MAHS)
and a three-letter code for the country where the survey was carried out:

MAHS-MDV - Maldives
MAHS-IDN - Indonesia

MAHS-Z - not associated with a country (only in case of Collections)
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After that, each collection is given a unique number, stating with ‘COL’ representing collection.

Records within that collection inherit the collection code and are organized by a second series of
identifier code. Record types are distinguished by the following system of abbreviations:

O - Object

MS - Manuscript

Example MAHS code for an object associated with a collection:

MAHS-MDV-COL-001-0-0001
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