PART II

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

83. Admissions of undergraduates are made by individual colleges, and
the University has not accumulated detailed records about them. But each
undergraduate must matriculate in his first term to become a member of
the University, and must complete a matriculation form. The analyses
given below of those entering before October 1965 are based on the
matriculation forms.!

84. In 1961 the Universities Central Council on Admissions (UCCA) was set
up to co-ordinate admissions to universities nationally. Oxford co-operated
with the scheme which was subsequently implemented, and for admissions
for 1966—7 has joined the scheme. Partly as a result of the establishment of
UCCA, the men’s colleges set up the Oxford Colleges Admissions Office
in 1962 to facilitate co-operation with UCCA and reorganize admissions
to Oxford. This has led to much more complete information about Oxford
admissions of men becoming available, and many of the recent data
presented below have been supplied by the Admissions Office.

85. Both the pattern of admissions and current procedures are different for
men and for women. Accordingly, most of the analyses are given separately
for men and women.

MATRICULATIONS 1938-9 TO 1964-52

86. Matriculations have been analysed where possible by the type of school
or university previously attended; whether a holder of a college entrance
award (scholarship or exhibition), or a commoner; home address;3 and -
the proposed course of study. Only matriculants intending to read for
a first degree have been included.+

1 Except for Table 43 on entrants in October 1964.

2 In some of the tables, figures for 1965-6 are included. They are not completely
comparable with those for earlier years, being derived from the admissions competition.
See below, paras. 103 ff.

3 ‘Home address’ is the term used, but the address recorded on matriculation forms has
been the address of parent or guardian.

4 Postgraduates who come to Oxford from another university and members of the staff
who do not have an Oxford degree also matriculate.
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87. Schools are classified as independent, direct-grant, or maintained
according to their status in the year in question.” Independent schools are
subdivided into independent boarding and independent day schools
according to whether the majority of pupils were boarders or day pupils.
In some tables a further distinction is made for independent and direct-
grant schools according to whether or not the headmaster was a member
of the Headmasters’ Conference. Overseas schools, schools which did not
fit any of the categories or which could not be identified, and other institu-
tions such as technical colleges or Ruskin College, or private tuition are
included in a category termed ‘Other schools’. In some tables this is divided
into ‘Other U.K. schools’ and ‘Overseas schools’.

88. Home address has been grouped in eight regions; seven for United
Kingdom, and one for overseas.?

Award holders

89. Table 30 shows undergraduate entrants classified by status as award
holders or commoners entering from schools, or as graduates of U.K. or
other universities.

go. The proportion of award holders is higher among men than among
women. Among men it has increased from under one-quarter in 1923—4 to
over one-third in 1964-5. Among women it has remained a little under
one-fifth. The proportion of overseas graduates is also higher for men than
for women, but is lower in 1958-9 and 1964—5 than earlier.

I Direct-grant schools include grant-aided schools in Scotland. Maintained schools
include voluntary aided, voluntary controlled and transitionally assisted schools. The basic
sources of information for classifying schools were the annual Register of Members of the
Incorporated Association of Head Masters for the appropriate years. The contemporary
edition of Whitaker’s Almanack was used to obtain the members of the Headmasters’
Conference. Some schools were not listed in the JAHM Register of Members and where
adequate contemporary information was lacking the information available at the closest
point in time to the date concerned was used. Some changes in classification of schools
took place. For example, there were about seventeen schools not in the Headmasters’
Conference in 1948 which were members in 1963 and nineteen which were members in
1948 but not in 1963. For 1964-5 and 1965-6, information from the Department of
Education and Science and the Education Authorities Directory and Annual 1964 were
also used.

2 The regions in the U.K. are defined as follows:

Scotland

North: Cumberland, Durham, Isle of Man, Lancashire, Northumberland, Westmorland,
Yorkshire.

Midlands: Cheshire, Derbyshire, Herefordshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Notting-
hamshire, Rutland, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire.

Wales: Wales and Monmouthshire.

South-east: Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Channel
Islands, Essex, Hampshire and Isle of Wight, Hertfordshire, Huntingdonshire, Kent,
London, Middlesex, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Suffolk, Surrey, Sussex.

South-west: Cornwall, Devonshire, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Wiltshire.

Northern Ireland
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Table 30. Status as award holder, commoner, or graduate by sex. Entrants
to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

19389  1048-9  1958-9  1964~5

Men Award holders 237 169 31°2 343
Commoners 623 - 632 629 578
U.K. universities 40 61 o8 1°4
Other universities 100 138 51 65
All men 1000 100°0 1000 1000
Number 1,436 1,847 2,185 2,051
‘Women Award holders 17 197 200 178
Commoners 738 717 756 769
U.K. universities 32 40 12 17
Other universities 53 46 32 36
All women 1000 100°0 100°0 100°0
Number 282 325 340 411
Men and Award holders 227 173 297 316
women Commoners 642 645 646 610
U.K. universities 38 58 09 15
Other universities 93 12°4 48 60
All entrants 100°0 100°0 1000 1000
Number 1,718 2,172 2,525 2,462

SOURCE: Matriculation forms.

NoTe: The figures for award holders and commoners exclude those entrants who held
a degree at time of matriculation. The latter are shown separately under U.K.
universities and other universities. It is unlikely that many graduate entrants held
awards, but accurate figures cannot be obtained as some holders of Rhodes Scholar-
ships, etc., have been recorded as award holders on matriculation forms.

Type of school

91. Entrants from schools are classified by type of school in Tables 31
and 32. For both men and women the proportion from independent schools
has fallen over time, while that from both direct-grant and maintained
schools has increased. An exception to the trend is 19489 for men, when
the proportion from maintained schools was just higher than in 19643,
and that from independent schools was correspondingly lower. This is very
likely a reflection of the special circumstances of the time when there were
many ex-servicemen in residence.
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Table 31. Type of school of entrants to read for first degrees. Men non-

graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Type of school 1938—9 1948—9 1958-9 1964-5 19656
HMC independent boarding 552 391 422 327 311
Independent boarding 23 13 11 16 .
HMC independent day 40 45 83 95 81
Independent day o6 o' o8 12 o6
All independent 620 452 52'4 450 41°3
HMC direct-grant 10°9 12°1 140 148 149
Direct-grant 16 28 1'5 23 22
All direct-grant 126 149 15'4 172 171
Maintained 19'2 352 301 34'3 402
Other U.K. schools 45 10 oy 20 06
Overseas schools 17 36 1'3 1’5 o8
All schools 100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0
Number 1,235 1,480 2,056 1,889 1,012

SoUuRcCE: Matriculation forms except for 1965-6.

Admissions Office for 1965-6.

Norte: The figures for 1965-6 are not fully comparable with those for earlier years as
they are based on places offered and accepted, not on actual matriculations.

Table 32. Type of school of entrants to read for first degrees. Women non-

graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Type of school 1938-9 1948-9 1958—9 1964-5 1965-6
Independent boarding 360 316 21°5 19-8 19°2
Independent day 147 141 157 85 12'2
Direct-grant 132 165 24'3 288 239
Maintained 326 313 366 383 427
Other schools 3'5 64 1-8 46 20
All independent 508 458 372 283 31°4
All schools 100'0 1000 1000 100°0 1000
Number 258 297 325 389 443

SOURCE : Matriculation forms except for 1965-6.
‘Women’s colleges for 1965-6.

NoTE: See note to Table 31.
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92..The proportion of women from maintained schools is higher than for
men, but the difference has been growing smaller in recent years. The pro-
portion is now a little over 40 per cent. for each sex. The proportion of
wornen from direct-grant schools is also higher but has been growing
faster than for men,

93. Among men from independent schools, the great majority are from
HMC schools.!

94. Independent schools are divided into boarding and day schools since
a number of independent day schools have a proportion of places which
are paid for by local authorities, and have strong similarities with direct-
grant schools. The proportion of men from independent day schools has
been increasing, at least up to 1964-5, while that from independent
boarding schools has been falling. The proportion of women from inde-
pendent boarding schools has also fallen, and so has that from day schools
since 1958-9.

Table 33. Holders of entrance awards as percentage of all entrants to read
Sor first degrees by type of school. Men non-graduates

- OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Type of school 1938-9 19489 19589 19645 1965-6
Independent boarding 207 19:8 308 341 359
Independent day 429 247 417 41°3 491
Direct-grant 465 29'5 42°3 457 465
Maintained 409 213 31°3 381 41°4
Other —_ —_ 48 75 259
All schools 27°5 21°1 332 37'3 409

SOoURCE: Matriculation forms except for 1965-6.
Admissions Office for 1965-6.

NoTE: See note to Table 31.

95. Holders of college entrance awards (open and closed scholars and
exhibitioners) now account for 41 per cent. of men and 19 per cent. of
women entering from schools (Tables 33 and 34). The proportion of
women award holders has not changed appreciably since 19389, but that
of men has increased from 28 per cent. in 1938-9. Throughout the period
the proportion of award holders from independent boarding schools has
been lower, for both men and women, than for other types of school, but
the contrast was greatest in 1938-9. The highest proportions of award
holders are for independent day and direct-grant schools.

T j.e. schools whose headmaster is a member of the Headmasters’ Conference.
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Table 34. Holders of entrance awards as percentage of all entrants to read
Jor first degrees by type of school. Women non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Type of school 1938—9 1948-9 1958-9 1964-5 1965-6
Independent boarding 97 22'3 18:6 156 94
Independent day 21°1 262 19°6 24'2 20°4
Direct-grant 29'4 204 27'8 22°3 311
Maintained 262 19'4 19'3 17°4 17°5
Other 111 21°1 —_ 111 11I
All schools 19°4 21°5 209 18-8 19°4

SouRcE: Matriculation forms except for 1965-6.
Women'’s colleges for 1965—6.

NoTE: See note to Table 31.

Home address

96. Table 35 shows the distribution of entrants according to home address.
There is no systematic difference between men and women, except that
the proportion of men from the south-east has risen, while that for women
has been fairly steady. The proportion of entrants drawn from the north
and midlands has increased over the period, while that from overseas has
fallen.

Analyses by subject group

97. Tables 36 and 37 show distributions by type of school within subject
groups. Among men, entrants from independent boarding schools are most
strongly represented in social studies, and least in science, while the
opposite holds for entrants from maintained schools. Between the two
dates there has been a strong swing from arts to science. There has thus
been an increased representation of entrants from maintained schools in
the arts and science (but not social studies) subjects, and a swing to science
in which the proportion from maintained schools is above average.

98. For women also, entrants from independent boarding schools are more
strongly represented, and those from maintained schools are less strongly
represented in social studies, but there is no significant difference for
either group between arts and science. However, the proportion in social
studies from maintained schools increased sharply between 1958-9 and
1964-5.

99. Table 30 shows that among men the proportion of graduates reading
first degrees was high in 1938-9 (14 per cent.) and in 1948-9 (20 per cent.),
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‘Table 35. Home address of entrants to read for first degrees by sex. Non-
graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

1938-9  1948-9  1958-9 19645

MEN

Scotland 25 29 1-8 1'3
North 15°1 14'9 15°1 172
Midlands 130 132 147 14°8
Wales 46 39 31 25
South-east 481 501 52'0 51°5
South-west 87 97 92 80
Northern Ireland o1 03 o2 06
Overseas 79 49 37 41
All men 100°0 1000 100°0 100°0
Number 1,235 1,480 2,056 1,889
WOMEN

Scotland 16 20 1-8 15
North 147 138 135 180
Midlands 12°4 10°8 15°4 152
Wales 35 30 34 21
South-east 51°2 539 505 504
South-west 112 101 9's 82
Northern Ireland — — 1-8 15
Overseas 54 64 40 31
All women . 1000 1000 1000 100°0
Number 258 297 325 389

MEN AND WOMEN

Scotland 2'3 28 -8 13
North 15'0 147 14'9 17°3
Midlands 129 128 148 149
Wales 44 38 31 25
South-east 486 508 51°8 51°3
South-west 92 97 93 80
Northern Ireland - o1 o3 o5 o7
Overseas 74 52 37 3'9
All entrants 100'0 1000 100°0 100°0
Number 1,493 1,777 2,381 2,278

Source: Matriculation forms.
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Table 36. Type of school of entrants to read for first degrees by subject
group. Men non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Subject group and type 1958—9 1964-5

of school

ARTS

Independent boarding 40°4 350
Independent day 96 10°4
Direct-grant 166 16°4
Maintained 31-8 35°1

Other schools 17 31

All schools 100°0 528 100°0 431
Number 1,086 815

SOCIAL STUDIES

Independent boarding 578 463
Independent day 75 117
Direct-grant 9'4 127
Maintained 21°5 216

Other schools 39 77

All schools 100°'0 21°3 100°0 21°3
Number 438 402

SCIENCE

Independent boarding 374 263
Independent day 9'4 102
Direct-grant 18-0 207
Maintained 338 41°1

Other schools 13 1°6

All schools 100°0 259 100'0 356
Number 532 672

ALL SUBJECTS

Independent boarding 43'3 34'3
Independent day 9°x 106
Direct-grant 15'4 17°2
Maintained 301 34'3
Other schools 2'0 3'5
All schools 100'0  100°0 100'0  100°0
Total number 2,056 1,889

SouRCE: Matriculation forms.
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‘Table 37. Type of school of entrants to read for first degrees by subject
group. Women non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Subject group and type 1958-9 19645

of school

ARTS

Independent boarding 216 17°2
Independent day 15°5 88
Direct-grant 22'§ 31°9
Maintained 39'4 366

Other schools 09 5'5

All schools 100°0 65°5 100'0 61°2
Number 213 238

SOCIAL STUDIES

Independent boarding 243 326
Independent day 243 87
Direct-grant 21°6 15°2
Maintained 216 326

Other schools 81 10°9

All schools 100.0 114 1000 11-8
Number 37 46

SCIENCE

Independent boarding 200 200
Independent day 12°0 76
Direct-grant 307 27'6
Maintained 360 448

Other schools 13 —

All schools 1000 231 100°0 270
Number 75 Ios

ALL SUBJECTS

Independent boarding 21'5 19-8
Independent day 157 85
Direct-grant 243 288
Maintained 366 383

Other schools 1-8 46

All schools 100°0 100'0 100°0 100°0
Total number 325 389

SoURCE: Matriculation forms.
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was much lower in 1958-9 (6 per cent.), but rose to 8 per cent. in 1964-5.
Table 38 gives a breakdown by subject group for the two last periods. The
increase has occurred in arts and social studies, the latter having the
heaviest concentration, almost all being foreign graduates (many American)
most of whom probably read PPE.

Table 38. Graduates as percentage of all entrants to read for first degrees
by subject group. Men

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
U.K. Other All
universities universities universities

ARTS

1958-9 11 34 46

1964-5 27 56 83

SOCIAL STUDIES

19589 o6 10'9 115
1964-5 o2 13'9 14'1
SCIENCE

1958-9 o4 33 36
1964-5 06 26 32

ALL SUBJECTS

1958-9 o8 51 5'9
1964-5 14 65 7'9

SoURCE: Matriculation forms.

100. Among women the over-all proportion of graduates is smaller (Table
39), and a larger proportion of them come from U.K. universities. Other-
wise, the pattern is similar to that for men. (The number of women
graduates reading first degrees is small, and the proportions within subject
groups are likely to fluctuate widely from year to year.)

101. Table 40 shows that for men in recent years the proportion of award
holders was lower in social studies than in arts and science. This need not
reflect a lower quality of entry in social studies since a large proportion of
the men’s awards are tied to particular subjects. For women the figures
are liable to greater erratic fluctuations because of the small numbers
involved, and because awards for women are not usually tied to subjects
in the same way as those for men, but it appears that the proportion of
award holders was highest in arts.
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Pivgd

Table 39. Graduates as percentage of all entrants to read for first degrees
by subject group. Women

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
U.K. Other All
universities universities universities

ARTS

1958-9 o's 27 32

1964-5 16 40 56

SOCIAL STUDIES

19589 48 71 19
1964-5 38 77 115
SCIENCE

1958-9 1°3 26 38
1964-5 0’9 o9 1'9

ALL SUBJECTS

1958-9 12 32 44
1964-5 17 36 54

SouRcE: Matriculation forms.

Table 40. Award holders as percentage of all entrants to read for first
degrees by subject group and sex. Non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Social Science All
Arts studies subjects
MEN
19589 377 171 372 332
1964-5 380 256 433 37°3
WOMEN
19589 235 108 187 209
1964~5 214 196 12°4 188

SouRcE: Mntriqﬁlan‘on forms,
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Table 41. Type of school by home address. Men non-graduate entrants to
read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

Home address Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main-  Other All Number
dent dent grant tained  schools schools
boarding day

1958-9

Scotland 86 11 — 3 — 100 37
North 22 2 34 40 1 100 311
Midlands 33 9 23 35 —_ 100 303
Wales 47 — 8 45 — 100 64
South-east 48 14 8 29 1 100 1,070
South-west 53 3 22 22 I 100 190
Northern Ireland 100 — — — — 100 5
Overseas 61 1 4 3 32 100 76
All regions 43 9 15 30 2 100 2,056
1964-5

Scotland 42 29 8 13 8 100 24
North 16 2 32 47 2 100 325
Midlands 19 7 29 43 3 100 280
Wales 31 — 10 50 8 100 48
South-east 41 16 9 32 1 100 973
South-west 51 2 23 23 2 100 I5T
Northern Ireland 18 - 45 27 9 100 Ir
Overseas 52 4 4 3 38 100 77
All regions 34 11 17 34 4 100 1,889

SouRCE: Matriculation forms.

Home address and type of school

102. Distributions showing type of school within regions are given in
Tables 41 and 42. They are heavily dependent on the geographical distri-
bution of independent and direct-grant schools. The region is that in
which an individual’s home address lies, not that of his school. In a number
of cases, particularly for women, the numbers involved are small and firm
conclusions cannot be drawn. However, it appears that the proportion of
entrants from independent boarding and day schools is above average for
the south-east, the south-west (boarding schools only), and probably Scot-
land. The proportion from direct-grant schools is above average for the
north, the midlands, and the south-west (but not for women). The pro-
portion from direct-grant schools in the south-east is low for men, but
about average for women. The proportion from maintained schools is
above average for the north, the midlands, and Wales.
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‘Table 42. Type of school by home address. Women non-graduate entrants
to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Home address Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main-  Other All Number
dent dent grant tained schools  schools
boarding day
1958-9
Scotland 33 50 17 —_ - 100 6
North 16 2 34 45 2 100 44
Midlands 10 4 44 42 — 100 50
Wales 9 9 9 73 — 100 Ir
South-east 25 24 19 32 — 100 164
South-west 26 6 19 45 3 100 31
Northern Ireland 50 — 33 17 — 100 6
Overseas 23 23 8 15 31 100 13
All regions 22 16 24 37 2 100 325
1964-5
Scotland 67 —_ 33 — — 100 6
North 6 7 43 41 3 100 70
Midlands 17 5 31 44 3 100 59
Wales 25 —_ 13 63 — 100 8
South-east 17 I 30 38 3 100 196
South-west 53 9 3 25 9 100 32
Northern Ireland 17 —_ —_ 83 —_ 100 6
Overseas 42 — 8 8 42 100 12
All regions 20 8 29 38 5 100 389

SouRCE: Matriculation forms.

THE ADMISSIONS COMPETITIONS FOR ENTRY IN 1965—6

103. The Oxford Colleges Admissions Office began operating for the
competition in December 1963 for entry to the men’s colleges in October
1964. It serves primarily as a clearing house, receiving applications, repro-
ducing and distributing them to colleges, and keeping colleges informed
on the ‘state of play’ on each candidate. In its first year it did not handle
all applications and the arrangements vis-d-vis Cambridge were different
from those in the following year. The tables given below are based on the
December 1964 competition for entry in October 1965, except for Table 43
which gives some details of the 1964-5 entry for comparative purposes.

104. The women’s colleges do not use the Admissions Office, and details
of their competition for entry in 1965-6 were supplied by the individual
colleges.
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Men

105. Table 43 shows the distribution of applications and admissions, and
gives the acceptance rates by type of school for the December 1963
competition for entry in October 1964. The distribution of admissions is
close to that based on matriculations (after ‘other schools’ are removed)
except for the division between independent boarding and day schools.
Some schools may have been classified differently in the analysis of
matriculation forms. The table shows that the distribution of applications
and admissions were different to the extent that the acceptance rate for
independent boarding schools was below the average, and that for inde-
pendent day schools was above average.

106. In the December 1963 competition, candidates could apply separately
to Oxford and to Cambridge. The large number of withdrawals is a
reflection of this. In the following year, candidates could make only one
application in which Oxford and Cambridge were listed in order of
preference, and the application was sent to the university of first choice.
The papers of candidates unsuccessful at their university of first choice
were then considered by the other university; such candidates for Oxford
are termed the ‘Cambridge pool’, while applications from first choice
candidates are termed ‘central applications’.

107. The remainder of this survey covers all applications and admissions
of non-graduates in the December 1964 competition. Applications from
graduates, and from most mature students, are not included. There were
4,011 central applications, of whom 1,818 were given places. In addition
to the central admissions, 63 unsuccessful candidates at Cambridge were
given a place, and there were 31 direct admissions to colleges under
schemes which earmark places for particular schools or groups of schools.!
Thus, including the Cambridge pool and direct admissions, there were
1,912 admissions. These admissions are referred to as those for entry in
1965-6, but they include g5 places for entry in October 1966. (There were
similarly 109 boys offered places as a result of the previous year’s competi-
tion to come up in October 1965 who are excluded from the analyses
unless they reapplied for an award.)

108. In making admissions, the men’s colleges operate in three groups (see
Tables 45 and 46), although a common examination has been used since
December 1964. In making his application a candidate lists the colleges of
the group to which he applies in order of preference. He is considered by
these colleges and, if unsuccessful, details of his performance are passed
to the remaining colleges for consideration. This procedure applies in all

' The principal such scheme is that associated with maintained schools in the West
Riding (Written Evidence, Part XI, p. 26). The direct admissions (unlike those referred
to in para. 109 below) did not pass through the machinery of the Admissions Office.
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subjects except Geography, Music, and Mathematics, candidates in which
may apply to any men’s college. Of the 1,912 admissions:

1,560 or 82 per cent. were at college of first choice;

208 or 11 per cent. were at other colleges in the same group;

50 or 3 per cent. were at colleges in other groups;

63 or 3 per cent. were from Cambridge;

31 or 2 per cent. were direct college admissions.

109. Before the examination took place, 216 places were offered in addition
to the 109 offered places as a result of the previous year’s competition. Of
the total number of 325 pre-examination admissions, 103 subsequently
won awards (70 scholarships and 33 exhibitions).

Men : type of school

110. Table 44 gives details of applications, admissions, and acceptance
rates by type of school. Compared with the previous year there was a
marked fall in the number of applications (in part because of the elimina-
tion of double applications to Oxford and Cambridge). Applications from
independent boarding schools fell particularly sharply. There was rather
less variation in the acceptance rates between types of school than in the
previous year; and the proportion of admissions from independent board-
ing schools was lower for 1965-6 than for 1964-5, while the proportion
from maintained schools was markedly higher.r

111. Tables 45 and 46 give the type of school of applicants and admissions
by colleges. Within colleges there are likely to be considerable year-to-year
fluctuations in the proportion of both applicants and admissions from
different types of school.

I Provisional details of the 1965 competition for admission in 1966—7 show a rise in the

number of applications to 4,219 and a slight fall in total admissions to 1,850. Details by
type of school are:

Central applications Admissions (including
Cambridge pool and
direct admissions)

Number Percentage Number Percentage
Independent boarding 1,297 307 541 292
Independent day 387 92 180 97
Direct-grant 663 157 324 17°5
Maintained 1,737 41°1 776 41°9
Other 135 32 29 16
All 4,219 1000 1,850 100°0

Compared with the previous year the number of applications from independent boarding
schools is down, whereas more applied from each of the other three main types of school.
The proportions of applications from each of these types of school also increased at the
expense of that from independent boarding schools. Admissions of candidates from
independent boarding schools fell. The proportion of admissions, compared with the
previous year, was lower for independent boarding schools, and slightly higher for
independent day and maintained schools.
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Table 45. Type of school of applicants by college. Men non-graduate
candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
College and Indepen- Direct- Main- Other All Number
college group dent grant tained schools schools

Corpus Christi 45 21 34 1 100 92
Hertford 43 18 35 4 100 160
New College 60 10 30 1 100 179
Queen’s 23 19 56 2 100 169
St. Catherine’s 27 16 56 2 100 257
Trinity 66 11 22 — 100 122
University 40 13 43 4 100 178
Worcester 49 14 35 2 100 204
All Group 1 42 15 41 2 100 1,361
Balliol 43 15 36 6 100 149
Exeter 38 19 41 2 100 210
Keble 43 15 41 1 100 215
Pembroke 35 17 48 1 100 204
St. Edmund Hall 39 14 43 4 100 244
St. John’s 45 18 34 2 100 158
St. Peter’s 34 20 44 2 100 162
‘Wadham 29 12 58 I 100 184
All Group II 38 16 43 2 100 1,526
Brasenose 49 20 29 3 100 189
Christ Church 70 10 18 2 100 225
Jesus 33 16 50 1 100 168
Lincoln 38 12 48 3 100 155
Magdalen 50 17 26 6 100 172
Merton 36 18 45 1 100 164
Oriel 57 12 31 1 100 145
All Group III 48 15 34 3 100 1,218
All colleges 42 15 39 3 100 4,105

SouRcE: Admissions Office.
NoTES:

1. Cambridge pool and direct admissions are included.
2. See note to Table 44.
3. The college is that of first choice.



62 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

Table 46. Type of school of admissions by college. Men non-graduate
admissions in 10656 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

College and Indepen- Direct-  Main- Other All Number
college group dent grant tained schools schools

Corpus Christi 46 17 37 — 100 46
Hertford 40 16 44 — 100 63
New College 56 11 33 — 100 98
Queen’s 25 25 49 —_ 100 67
St. Catherine’s 23 17 59 1 100 115
Trinity 62 12 27 —_ 100 60
University 36 13 48 2 100 83
Worcester 40 24 35 1 100 83
All Group 1 40 17 43 1 100 615
Balliol 43 18 36 3 100 oI
Exeter 31 21 46 1 100 84
Keble 42 13 45 —_— 100 102
Pembroke 29 17 53 1 100 96
St. Edmund Hall 41 15 42 3 100 106
St. John’s 53 17 31 — 100 78
St. Peter’s 26 23 49 1 100 73
Wadham 31 12 57 — 100 83
All Group 11 37 17 45 1 100 713
Brasenose 46 30 25 — 100 81
Christ Church 71 7 21 1 100 123
Jesus 27 18 55 —— 100 77
Lincoln 38 17 41 5 100 63
Magdalen 45 21 33 1 100 95
Merton 32 21 47 — 100 66
Oriel 57 15 28 — 100 79
All Group III 48 18 34 1 100 584
All colleges 41 17 40 1 100 1,912

SoURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTr: See Notes 1-2 to Table 45.

Men : subject

112. The subjects which attracted the largest number of applicants were
Modern History, Jurisprudence, and PPE (Table 47). In the first of these,
the acceptance rate was above average, but in the other two it was well
below the average. Among the other subjects (other than the smaller
subjects with less than 50 applicants), the acceptance rate was very high
for Literae Humaniores and was high for Physics, while it was below
average for Geography, Animal Physiology, and Engineering Science.
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Table 47. Proposed Honour School of applicants and admissions. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in. 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD NUMBER
Honour School Excluding Cambridge Including Cambridge
and direct admissions and direct admissions
Annl Admiaci A4, Annli Admissi: 4,
tions rate tions rate
(percen- (percen-
tage) tage)
Literae Humaniores 235 154 655 236 155 657
Theology 24 18 750 28 22 786
Modern History 502 252 502 507 257 507
English 295 129 437 208 132 443
Modern Languages 446 193 433 454 201 443
Oriental Studies 16 7 438 16 7 438
Geography 136 53 390 137 54 394
Music 38 20 526 40 22 550
Jurisprudence 465 175 376 468 178 380
PPE 472 176 373 477 181 379
Mathematics 235 109 464 244 118 484
Physics 214 123 57°5 231 140 606
Chemistry 335 157 469 342 164 480
Biochemistry 47 25 532 48 26 542
Animal Physiology 217 83 382 220 86 391
Zoology 40 19 47'5 40 19 47°5
Botany 8 6 750 9 7 778
Geology . 7 b 1000 11 1 100°0
PPP 31 10 32°3 32 II 344
Engineering 171 71 41°5 187 87 46'5
Engineering and
Economics 36 10 278 36 10 278
Metallurgy 20 11 550 21 12 57r
Agriculture 15 8 533 16 9 563
Forestry 6 2 330 6 2 330
Subject not known — —_ . 1 1 1000
All Honour Schools 4,011 1,818 45°3 4,105 1,912 466

SouRrcE: Admissions Office.
NoTEe: See note to Table 44.

Table 48. Schools submitting candidates and gaining places. Men non-
graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD NUMBER
Type of school Number of schools Col. (2) as
percentage
Submitting Gaining of col. (1)
candidates places
(1) (2)
Independent boarding 130 92 70-8
Independent day 33 32 97-0
Direct-grant 72 66 917
Maintained 497 357 718
All schools 732 547 747

SouRrcE: Admissions Office.
NoTEs

1. The Cambridge pool and direct admissions are included.
2. See note to Table 44.



64 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS
. Men : schools submitting candidates

113. Thé number of schools of each type submitting candidates and the
number of places gained are given in Tables 48 and 49. 75 per cent. of all
schools submitting candidates gained at least one place, but the proportion
was much higher for independent day (97 per cent.) and direct-grant (92
per cent.) schools, and was 71 and 72 per cent. for independent boarding
and maintained schools. But the independent boarding schools which
gained places gained on average 6-8 places, more than at other types of
school. The average was even higher, 7-9, at HMC independent boarding
schools, and 8 such schools gained over 20 places each. The average was
5-2 for all independent day schools, 5-0 for all direct-grant schools, and 2-2
for maintained schools. Just over half the admissions came from the 87
schools gaining 6 or more places each, which comprised 37 independent
boarding, 12 independent day, 19 direct-grant, and 19 maintained schools.

Men : time in sixth form

114. Some further analyses have been carried out on those direct applica-
tions and admissions from the four main types of school.! The Oxford
entrance competition takes place in December, and most candidates enter
for it in their seventh term in the sixth form.z Tables 50 and 51 show that
69 per cent. of applicants and 71 per cent. of admissions in fact did this,
but there were wide variations between types of school. At independent
schools a substantial proportion (28 per cent. at independent boarding
schools) entered the competition after three complete years and a term in
the sixth form. From maintained schools only was there a substantial
proportion (28 per cent.) of applicants from the second-year sixth. Among
admissions, compared with all applicants, there was a lower proportion
from the second-year sixth, and a higher proportion from the fourth-year
sixth, and 34 per cent. of all admissions from independent boarding
schools were from the fourth-year sixth.

115. Pupils who enter the competition from the third-(or fourth-)year
sixth may either be older, or have entered the sixth form early via an
‘express stream’. That the latter is the preponderant explanation, not only
for independent and direct-grant schools, but also for maintained schools
gaining places at Oxford, is strongly suggested by Table 52. The differences
in average age (for admissions) between those from second- and third-, and
between those from third- and fourth-year sixth forms are each con-
siderably less than one year. There is no substantial difference between

! Those with qualifications other than GCE A level (e.g. Scottish Higher Leaving
Certificate) have been excluded.

2 That is, from the ‘third-year sixth’. This term is used, although candidates may leave
school after the entrance examination, thus spending only two years and one term in the
sixth form. The number of terms in the sixth form is defined as the number of terms spent
on A level (or more advanced) work.



65

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

‘¥¥ o1qe ], 03 9j0u 33g ‘T

"POPN[OXd 218 S[00YDS JOYI0 PUE SBISIFAOC WOI} SUOISSIWPE Lz Ing ‘papnjoul 218 SUOISSIWPE 10311p pue [ood oFpuquiey) oy, °I
SALON

‘90 SUOISSTWPY :d0UNOG

+.€ 2.z Sz 8.5 9.1 2.9 81 6.L Jooyds xod

saoe[d jo

JIqUNU 38BIAY

0.001 8.0F z.z 1.851 9.0 z.8 9.1 S.r€ a3p1uaziag

Sgg‘r 69L 14 Sge 11 +S1 of Y6S JoqunpN

Suoisstupy”

0.001 £.59 1.£ 0.6 1 gt 1.£ LEr a8vjuariag

LyS LSE L1 (04 L Sz L SL JaquunN

sjooyrs
zez zee gLI 6 I 14 z or 8 I
Yoz o1 og z L z z € 9 z
681 €9 %4 z 14 1 1 z or €
Yoz 1§ 8z 14 9 z 11 14
384 ce 6 2 9 z € S
9S1 9z or 1 14 € 8 9
(234 91 S I 14 b z L
zg 14 1 € 8
€9 L 1 9 6

of € 1 1 1 or

k24 14 1 X 2 I

Yz z 1 1 2r

(49 14 1 € €1

(44 € b z 121

14 € z 1 91

Sg S I z z L1

(44 z z 1z

zz 1 1 zz

69 € I z £z

82 1 1 82

62 I I 6z

8L z I 1 6€

suoIssTwpe s[ooyos

Jo JaqumN 3o J3qump juesd Aep Burpieoq 1ooyos xad
juead -30211p Aep Juapuadapur Burpieoq Juap pur UOISSTWIp

S[OOY9S [TV paurejureyl -10931(] OINH Juapuadapuy OIWH juapuadapug OINH Jo JaqumN;

YIENWAN aygodxo

$00.453p 354f 40f pvas 01 9-Sg61
ur suowsuupp aponppis-uou udpy ‘jooyas fo ady Kq ‘pardasow spdnd fo saquinu pagvis v ym sj0yss fo 19quinpT 6% dIqe],

9562425.2



66 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

Table 50. Time in sixth form of applicants by type of school. Men non-
graduate candidates for admission in 19656 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Terms in sixth Independent Independent Direct- Maintained  All
form at time of boarding day grant schools
entrance

competition

4 6's 95 99 280 159
7 652 706 820 676 693
10 or more 284 19°9 81 4'4 148
All 100°0 1000 100°0 100'0 100°0
Number 1,359 326 616 1,555 3,856
Percentage of total 352 85 16-0 40'3 100°0

SoURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTes

1. Central applications only are included, and of these 155 from other types of school,
or with qualifications other than GCE are excluded.
2. ‘Terms in sixth form’ are the terms spent on A level (or more advanced) work.

Table 51. Time in sixth form of admissions by type of school. Men non-
graduate admissions in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Terms in sixth Independent Independent  Direct- Maintained All
form at time of boarding day grant schools
entrance

competition

4 32 85 4’5 237 12'1

7 62-8 683 8s- 716 709
10 or more 340 232 99 46 17°1
All 100'0 100'0 100°0 100°0 1000
Number 597 142 313 712 1,764
Percentage of total 338 80 177 40'4 100°0

SouURCE: Admissions Office.

NoTes
1. Central admissions only are included, and of these 54 from other types of school, or with
qualifications other than GCE are excluded.
2. Those included will not correspond exactly with those matriculating in 1965-6 for the
~ reasons stated in Note 1 above and in the note to Table 44.
3. ‘Terms in sixth form’ are the terms spent on A level (or more advanced) work,
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maintained and other schools. The average age and the proportion aged
18 and over were the same for all applicants as for admissions. The pattern
was very similar except that applicants from independent boarding schools,
for each length of time in the sixth form, were slightly older than those
admitted.

Table 52. Average age by time in sixth form and type of school. Men non-
graduate admissions in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD YEARS

Terms in sixth Independent Independent  Direct- Maintained All

form at time of boarding day grant schools

entrance

competition

4 173 172 175 17°6 17'5
(21) =) (29 (17) (17)

7 177 178 178 17'9 178
(30) (31) (35) (47) (38)

10 or more 181 183 184 183 182
(60) (75) (90) (71) (66)

All 178 17-8 17-8 17°9 17°9
(41) (39) (40) (47) (41)

SouURCE: Admissions Office.

NortEes

1. See notes to Table s1.

2. Age is that at 1 November 1964, i.e. shortly before the entrance competition.

3. The percentage of those in each group who were aged 18 and over at 1 November 1964
is shown in brackets.

Men : GCE qualifications

116. The GCE A level attainments of applicants and admissions at the
time of the competition have been given ratings of ‘very good’, ‘good’, or
‘pass’, following the scheme used by UCCA! (Tables 53 and 54). Among
applicants, of those having taken two or more A levels, the proportion
rated ‘very good’ was highest for direct-grant and maintained schools, and
lowest for independent boarding schools. And the proportion rated ‘pass’
was lowest for maintained schools and highest for independent boarding

! The ratings are based on the detailed classification used by UCCA, but the grouping
of the classes is different in two respects. First, UCCA do not distinguish a group ‘very
good’ (see Second Report 1963—4, UCCA, 1965, Table 11a). Secondly, their group ‘good’
is more selective than ours for those with two A levels. Our ratings have been chosen so
that candidates with two A levels can achieve the highest rating of ‘very good’ and the
definition of the rating ‘good’ on two A levels is adjusted accordingly. Only 4 per cent. of
candidates who had taken A levels had a rating of ‘very good’ or ‘good’ on two A levels,
however (they were mainly from independent boarding schools, and almost all were in arts
and social studies), and the results would have been very similar had the UCCA conven-
tion been followed strictly.
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Table 53. GCE A level rating of applicants by type of school. Men non-
graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
A level rating Independent  Independent  Direct- Maintained All
boarding day grant schools
Very good 173 264 338 342 268
Good 358 400 372 397 378
Pass 389 308 27°1 238 309
Fail 8-0 27 20 23 4'5
All having taken 100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0 1000
A levels
Number having
taken A levels 1,269 295 557 1,123 3,244
Total number 1,359 326 616 1,555 3,856

Percentage having
taken A levels 934 90°'5 904 72°2 841

SOURCE: Admissions Office.

NoTes

1. The A level rating (but not the nomenclature) is based on the classification scheme used
by UCCA. The rating ‘very good’ corresponds to UCCA groups 1.3 and 1.2; and ‘good’
corresponds to UCCA groups 2.3, 3.3, and 2.2. (See Second Report 1963—4, UCCA,
London, 1965, p. 13.) ‘Very good’ is defined as an average performance in three subjects
better than three B grades or in two subjects better than two B grades. ‘Good’ is defined
as an average performance below ‘very good’ but in three subjects equal to or better
than three C grades; or, in two subjects, better than two C grades. ‘Fail’ means that at
least two A levels had been taken, but fewer than two passes (grade E or better) had
been obtained. ‘Pass’ is a performance between ‘Good’ and ‘Fail’. No significance
attaches to the nomenclature except that it gives a readily recognizable ordering of the
groups.

2. Where more than three A levels in different subjects had been taken, the rating is
based on the three best grades.

3. Where A level passes had been obtained in any subject on more than one occasion, the
latest grade has been taken.

4. A few candidates had only one A level pass. In almost all cases this was taken in the first
year of the sixth-form course. Such candidates have been counted as not having
A level.

5. The rating applies to A level passes at the time of the entrance competition.

6. See Note 1 to Table s50.

schools. 8 per cent. from independent boarding schools had failed to
obtain two A level passes, and 2 per cent. from the other types of school.
Among admissions the relative positions of the different types of school was
similar, but the proportion rated ‘very good’ was much higher. Among
both applicants and admissions, the proportion not having taken A levels
is, of course, closely related to the proportion from the second-year
sixth form.
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Table 54. GCE A level rating of admissions by type of school. Men non-
graduate admissions in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
A level rating Independent  Independent Direct- Maintained All
boarding day grant schools
Very good 333 516 508 564 463
Good 427 3572 343 338 373
Pass 22'9 12°§ 14°1 91 15°5
Fail 11 o8 oy o7 o8

All having taken
A levels 1000 100°0 100'0 100°0 100°0

Number having
taken A levels 571 128 297 539 1,535

Total number 597 142 313 712 1,764

Percentage having
taken A levels 956 go'1 949 757 870

SOURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See Notes 1 and 2 to Table 51 and Notes 1—5 to Table 53.

117. A similar analysis of GCE S level passes is given in Tables 55 and 56.
The distributions are based on all those having taken two or more A levels.
Of these, 70 per cent. of the applicants and 81 per cent. of the admissions
had taken S levels. Among applicants, the proportion having taken S levels
was slightly lower for independent boarding schools than for other types
of school. Having taken A levels but not S levels could be related to the
ability of the candidate, but it could also reflect his school’s policy or
teaching arrangements and resources. No account can be taken of these
factors. The S level ratings are more selective than the A level ratings,
and only 11 per cent. of applicants who had taken A levels fell in the two
highest S level categories. The proportion with an S level rating of ‘good’
or better was very close to the proportion with an A level rating of ‘very
good’ for both applicants and admissions. Judged in terms of the two
highest S level ratings, applicants and admissions from independent day
and direct-grant schools had the highest qualifications, followed by those
from independent boarding schools, with those from maintained schools
having the lowest qualifications.” But if those with a ‘good’ rating or better
are considered, the ranking is maintained schools in the third position,
followed by independent boarding schools.

T It should be noted that candidates for the London University GCE may take one S
level only, and therefore cannot appear in the two highest categories.
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Table 55. GCE S level rating of applicants by type of school. Men non-
graduate candidates for admission in 19656 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
S level rating Inde- Inde- Direct- Maintained  All
pendent pendent grant schools
‘boarding  day
Excellent 42 58 66 35 4'5
Very good 69 92 68 59 67
Good 12°2 169 17°1 19'5 160
Pass 336 346 400 420 377
All having taken S levels 66-4 739 72°4 72°6 70°2
Having taken A levels
but not S levels 336 26°1 276 27°4 298
All having taken A levels 100°0 100°0 100°0 1000 100°0
Number having taken
A levels 1,269 295 557 1,123 3,244

SoURCE: Admissions Office.

NoTEs
1. S level passes are graded 1, 2, U in descending order of merit. The rating is based on
the two best S level passes in different subjects, the most recent grade being taken
where a subject had been taken more than once. The ratings are defined as follows:
Excellent Two grade 1 passes
Very good One grade 1 pass and one grade 2 pass
Good One grade 1 pass (and possibly a U grade) or two grade 2 passes
Pass Any other combination of grades.
No significance attaches to the nomenclature except that it gives a readily recognizable
ordering of the groups. '

2. The rating applies to S level passes at the time of the entrance competition.

3. A number are included under ‘All having taken S levels’ who had taken S level papers
none of which were classified since the 1 y qualifying marks at A level (grade C
or better) had not been obtained.

. Only those having taken two A levels at the time of the competition are included.

. See Note 1 to Table 50.

wi

118. A similar analysis by subject group (Tables 57 and 58) shows that both
applicants and admissions in science subjects had better A level qualifica-
tions than those in arts and social studies and a higher proportion had
taken S level, but their S level qualifications were only slightly better.
A larger proportion of applicants and admissions from maintained schools
than from independent boarding schools are in science subjects. Part of
the difference in A level qualifications of these two groups is thus accounted
for by a difference in subject, but there are also substantial differences
between the two types of school within the main subject groups.
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Table 56. GCE S level rating of admissions by type of school. Men non-
graduate admissions in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
S level rating Inde- Inde- Direct- Maintained  All
pendent pendent  grant schools
boarding  day
Excellent 89 133 12°1 67 91
Very good 135 156 11'8 102 12°2
Good 19'8 227 229 30°1 242
Pass 338 305 340 351 340
All having taken S levels 788 859 815 82:6 812
Having taken A levels
but not S levels 212 141 185 17°4 18-8
All having taken A levels 1000 100°0 100°0 1000 100'0
Number having taken
A levels 571 128 297 539 1,535

SouRcE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See Notes 1—2 to Table 51 and Notes 1-4 to Table s5.

Table 57. GCE A level rating by subject group. Men non-graduate candi-
dates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
A level rating Applications Admissions

Arts and Science Arts and Science

social social

studies studies
Very good 214 370 387 59'7
Good 39'4 348 42°1 29'0
Pass 34'1 24'9 181 11°0
Fail 52 34 I o4
All having taken A levels 190'0 1000 1000 1000
Number having taken A levels 2,116 1,128 979 556
Total number 2,514 1,342 1,127 637
Percentage having taken A levels 842 841 869 873

Source: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 53 and 54.
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Table 58. GCE S level rating by subject group. Men non-graduate candi-
dates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
S level rating Applications Admissions

Arts and Science Arts and Science

social social

studies studies
Excellent 44 47 93 88
Very good 56 89 101 158
Good 155 170 236 254
Pass 370 392 338 34'4
All having taken S levels 684 737 790 85°3
Having taken A levels but not

S levels 316 263 21°0 147

All having taken A levels 1000 1000 100°0 100°0
Number having taken A levels 2,116 1,128 979 556

Source: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 55 and 56.

119. There is an apparent inconsistency between the A level and S level
ratings in the highest ranges for maintained schools. The two examinations
are often thought to test different things—achievement in the former case,
and ‘promise’ in the latter—so it is possible that they should give con-
flicting results. But the apparent inconsistency may be a result of the par-
ticular ratings adopted. The ‘very good’ rating for A level is the highest
group used by UCCA. But it covers a wide range of results from three
good A grades to (for example) a weak A and two B grades. The S level
ratings, on the other hand, have as the two highest groups the two highest
possible results. If a more selective top rating had been used for A levels
it is possible that a relatively small proportion of those from maintained
schools would have been found in it.

120. The proportion of admissions gaining open scholarships, or any
entrance award, was highest for independent day schools. Next were direct-
grant schools followed by maintained schools, while the proportion was
lowest for independent boarding schools (Table 59). There was a definite
relationship between the proportions gaining open scholarships and all
awards, and both A level and S level ratings (Tables 60 and 61). Of those
with a rating of ‘excellent’ at S level, 8o per cent. gained awards. Apart from
the over-all difference between schools set out in Table 59, there was no
systematic difference between types of schools at different A and S level
ratings.
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Table 59. Open scholars and all award holders as percentage of all admissions
by type of school. Men non-graduate admissions in 1965-6 to read for first
degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Inde- Inde- Direct- Maintained  All
pendent pendent  grant schools

boarding  day

Open scholars 18 33 24 21 21
All award holders 37 54 46 43 42

SoURCE: Admissions Office.

NoTes

1. See Notes 1—2 to Table 51.

2. Because of the differences in coverage explained in Notes 1-2 to Table 51, the figures
for award holders in this table are slightly different from those in Table 33.

3. Holders of closed scholarships and exhibitions are included under all award holders,

Table 60. Open scholars and all award holders as percentage of all admissions
by GCE A level rating and subject group. Men non-graduate admissions in
1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
GCE A level rating All
Very Good  Pass Not having
good or taken A
fail levels
ARTS AND SOCIAL STUDIES
Open scholars 34 13 8 17 20
All award holders 55 33 23 33 39
SCIENCE
Open scholars 35 14 10 16 25
All award holders 65 30 24 28 48
ALL SUBJECTS
Open scholars 34 13 8 17 21
All award holders 60 32 24 31 42

SoURCE: Admissions Office.

NoTEs

1. Holders of closed scholarships and exhibitions are included under all award holders.
2. See Notes 1-2 to Table 51 and Notes 1-5 to Table 53.
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Table 61. Open scholars and all award holders as percentage of all admissions
by GCE S level rating and subject group. Men non-graduate admissions in
1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

GCE S level rating

Excellent Very Good  Pass Having  All
good taken A having
but not  taken A
S levels levels

ARTS AND SOCIAL

STUDIES

Open scholars 55 29 20 11 16 20
All award holders 76 56 44 29 33 40
SCIENCE

Open scholars 55 42 25 17 16 26
All award holders 88 69 57 37 30 50

ALL SUBJECTS

Open scholars 55 35 22 14 16 22
All award holders 8o 62 49 32 32

SOouURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See Notes 1-2 to Table 51, Notes 1-2 and 4 to T'able 55, and Note 1 to Table 6o.

121, The less selective nature of the A level ratings compared with the
S level ratings is illustrated by the fact that the proportions of open scholars
and of all award holders among those with S level ratings of ‘good’ or better

were 32 per cent. and 59 per cent. respectively—almost as high as among
those with A level ratings ‘very good’.

Women

122. The information on women’s admissions relates to the December 1964

competition for admission in October 1965 and covers applications from
non-graduates only.

123. Two important points of difference from the men’s admissions are
that there was no formal central admissions scheme, and that candidates
could apply separately to Cambridge. There were a number of applicants
who declined places when offered, presumably because a place or award
had been accepted at Cambridge.

124. There were 1,842 applications, of whom 443 were admitted (i.e. were
offered and accepted places), 86 with awards. A further 89 declined places
offered, 22 of whom also refused awards. No candidate was offered a place
before the special examination.
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Women : type of school

125. Table 62 shows applications, admissions, and acceptance! rates by
type of school. Compared with the men, the over-all acceptance rate was
much lower, and that for applicants from maintained schools was below
the average whereas for men it was a little above the average. But nearly
half the applications came from maintained schools, and in the distribution
of admissions there was a marginally higher proportion from maintained
schools than for men.

Table 63. Type of school of applicants and admissions by college. Women
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

College Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main- Other All Number
dent dent grant tained schools  schools
boarding day

APPLICATIONS
Lady Margaret

Hall 22 10 20 39 9 100 311
St. Anne’s 19 12 27 40 1 100 478
St. Hilda’s 16 9 15 57 2 100 414
St. Hugh’s 19 7 19 53 3 100 323
Somerville 9 17 22 48 3 100 316
All colleges 17 1x 21 48 3 100 1,842
ADMISSIONS |
Lady Margaret

Hall 25 4 29 39 4 100 85
St. Anne’s 26 16 23 32 1 100 103
St. Hilda’s 17 12 12 56 2 100 89
St. Hugh’s 17 9 23 48 2 100 8r
Somerville 9 20 29 40 1 100 85
All colleges 19 12 24 43 2 100 443

SouRce: Women'’s colleges.
NoTes
1. Those who declined a place are included among applicants.

2. Applicants are included under their college of first choice.
3. See notes to Table 62.

126. Table 63 gives type of school of applicants and admissions by college.
Within colleges there are likely to be considerable year-to-year fluctuations
in the proportions of both applicants and admissions from different types
of school.

T Acceptance, that is, by the colleges. One set of acceptance rates includes among
applicants those who subsequently declined a place; the other does not.
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Women : subject

127. Table 64 gives applications, admissions, and acceptance rates by
subject of proposed degree course. The Schools attracting the largest
numbers of applicants were Modern History, English, and Modern
Languages. In Modern History the acceptance rate was average, and in
the other two it was well below average. Among the remaining larger
subjects above average acceptance rates obtained for Literae Humaniores,
PPE, Physics, Chemistry, and Zoology, while in Jurisprudence the
acceptance rate was below average. The acceptance rates might, however,
be affected by the teaching resources of the colleges as well as the quality
of the applicants.

Table 64. Proposed Honour School of applicants and admissions. Women
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD NUMBER
Honour School Applica- Applica- Admissions  Acceptance rate

tions tions

(including  (excluding Col. (3) as Col. (3) as

those who  those who per of per ge of

declined declined col. (1) col. (2)

a place) a place)

(1) (2) 3) ) (s5)
Literae Humaniores 8o 68 31 39 46
Theology 4 4 1 25 25
Modern History 249 241 60 24 25
English 366 358 68 19 19
Modern Languages 377 367 68 18 I9
Oriental Studies 10 10 5 50 50
Geography 51 49 13 25 27
Music 23 22 7 30 32
Jurisprudence 58 55 10 Iy 18
PPE 115 112 37 32 33
Mathematics 158 147 36 23 24
Physics 51 46 18 35 39
Chemistry 84 73 25 30 34
Biochemistry 35 32 7 20 22
Animal Physiology 108 102 26 24 25
Zoology 40 35 19 48 54
Botany 10 10 3 30 30
Geology — —_ -— . .
PPP 17 16 7 4r 44
Engineering 5 5 1 20 20
Engineering and

Economics —_ —_ — . .

Metallurgy — — — . .
Agriculture 1 1 1 100 100
Forestry —_— —_ —_ . .
All Honour Schools 1,842 1,753 443 24 25

SouRrcE: Women’s colleges.
NoTE: See notes to Table 62.
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Table 65. GCE A level qualifications. Women non-graduate candidates for
admission in 19656 to read for first degrees

OXFORD ) PERCENTAGE
With Without All Number
A level A level
passes passes

Applicants 659 341 1000 1,842

Admissions 754 246 1000 443

Admissions as percentage of
applicants (acceptance rate) 275 17°3 240

SouRrcke: Women’s colleges.

NoTEs
1. The applicants include those who subsequently withdrew.
2. See notes to Table 62.

Women : GCE qualifications

128. The proportion of admissions without A level passes was 25 per cent.,
twice that for men. The acceptance rate was 28 per cent. among applicants
with A levels, and 17 per cent. among those without A levels. The dif-
ferential between the acceptance rates for those with, and those without,
A levels was higher than for men.

THE ACADEMIC EFFICIENCY OF OXFORD ADMISSIONS

129. In the present context academic efficiency is defined (but not precisely)
in terms of Oxford obtaining the highest quality of entrants; the prime
criterion of quality being performance in the Honour Schools.

130. Selection procedures for university admissions are far from perfect,
and it is clearly impossible to ensure that no weak individuals are admitted.
But it is obviously desirable to discover systematic biases if they exist.
Three possible kinds of bias' are considered here; that operating against
women, regionally, or against candidates from maintained schools.

131. Any investigation of this kind must use criteria by which to judge the
quality of candidates for admission. As already stated, class of Oxford
degree is the prime criterion. But at least three years must pass before this
criterion can be applied,? and it cannot be applied at all to those who fail
to gain admission. An attempt has therefore been made to use other criteria
for which evidence is available. Admission to another university is one
measure of quality. Attainment as measured by GCE A and S levels is
another, and so is a career in a school sixth form. None of these criteria is
ideal, but the first two are preferred to the last.

! The word is used in a technical sense, not as a synonym of ‘prejudice’.
2 Except for graduates of other universities, with whom we are not concerned here.
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132. Biases in admissions, if they exist, may occur in two ways. First, they
may occur in the application rate. If would-be applicants whom Oxford
would like to accept are deterred by the impression that they stand no
chance of admission, or by the nature of the admissions competition, then
it should be possible to remove some of the hindrances, and hence improve
the entry. Secondly, there may be biases (conscious or unconscious) in the
process of selecting from applicants. Both these possible sources of bias
are considered where appropriate, and where suitable data are available.

133. The main conclusion from the analyses that follow is that Oxford has
admitted disproportionately few men undergraduates from maintained
schools, though the proportion has increased strikingly in recent years. The
main reason has been that the application rate from such schools has been
low, but it is also true that the acceptance rate for candidates with given
levels of qualifications appears to be lower for candidates from maintained
schools than for candidates from independent boarding schools. The
application rate from maintained schools is low largely because candidates
from such schools whose sixth-form work is organized on a two-year basis
rather than a three-year basis find themselves at a disadvantage in the
admissions competition. It has not been possible to determine the size of
this group of schools with any precision. Apart from any disadvantage
connected with type of school, there does not appear to be any significant
regional bias. There is a bias against women in the sense that it should be
possible to increase the admissions of women while keeping their quality
at least as high as that of the men.

Region
134. England and Wales only are considered.

135. The figures given in Tables 66 and 67 are in terms of entries per 1,000
sixth-form pupils. They take no account of possible variations between the
regions in the proportions of sixth formers going on to university. Separate
figures are given for the main types of schools, and there is a difficulty in
interpreting those for independent schools. For entrants are classified
according to home address, whereas sixth formers are classified according
to address of school. To the extent that pupils attend schools in a region
other than that in which they live, like is not being compared with like.
(This difficulty could also occur with maintained and direct-grant schools,
but it is unlikely to have a significant effect as there are few boarding pupils
at these schools.) In so far as independent schools are concentrated in the
south-east, and draw pupils from other regions, the figure in the table
will be lower than if entrants had been classified by the region of their
school.!

! Forty-four per cent. of all sixth-form boys were in the south-east, but 57 per cent. of
sixth-form boys at independent schools were in the south-east.
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Téble 66. Nuinber of entrants to read for first degrees, 1964-5, per 1,000
pupils in sixth forms by region and type of school. Men non-graduates from
England and Wales

RATIO
Independent Direct-grant Maintained All

North 278 189 73 111
Midlands 19'5 37'1 68 11°6
Wales 442 (407) 37 63
South-east 41°0 26°1 77 167
South-west 192 21°6 49 117
England and Wales 327 24'4 70 13°5

SovuRck: Sixth-form pupils: Department of Education and Science.
Entrants: matriculation forms.
NorTEes:
1. Those from other types of schools are excluded.
2. The numbers of sixth-form pupils are those at January 1964.
3. All entrants from independent schools are included, but sixth-form pupils at indepen-
dent schools recognized as efficient only are included.
4. Where entrants were 5 or less, the entry in the table is in brackets.

Table 67. Number of entrants to read for first degrees, 1964-5, per 1,000
pupils in sixth forms by region and type of school. Women non-graduates from
England and Wales

RATIO

Independent Direct-grant Maintained All

North 58 77 1-8 32
Midlands 85 154 2'0 37
Wales (4°3) (3-8) (o9) 13
South-east 83 189 2°5 48
South-west 107 (17) 16 " 38
England and Wales 82 12°0 2°1 39

SouRrce; Sixth-form pupils: Department of Education and Science.
" Entrants: matriculation forms.

NoTE: See notes to Table 66.

136. Although the numbers from Wales are small, they suggest marked
under-representation compared with England; but Wales, like Scotland,
has its ‘own’ university system.

137. From maintained schools, the largest entry (in proportion to sixth
formers) came from the south-east, followed by the north and midlands.
Tt was smallest from the south-west. The differences are not large, however.
The pattern is similar for men and women.



UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS 81

138. The midlands entry from direct-grant schools was high (the highest
for men) and so was that of the south-east (the highest for women).

139. The main feature of the entry from independent schools is that for
men it was much higher for the south-east than for other parts of England,
and would probably be higher still if entrants were classified by the region
of their school. ‘

140. The over-all figures show a higher entry for the south-east, and not
a great deal of difference between the other regions of England. For men
the higher entry from the south-east is largely due to the position at
independent schools.

141. Thus, if there is a definite regional bias in entries, it would appear to
be in favour of the south-east, largely because of the high proportion of
sixth formers at independent schools who enter. But reaching the sixth
form is not in itself a qualification to enter Oxford, and no account has
been taken of the proportion of sixth formers who might be so qualified.
Those who go on to any university would be a better guide, and if the
proportion of sixth formers going on to university were higher in the
south-east, this would account for some of the apparent bias shown in

Tables 66 and 67.

Sex

142. The proportion of women undergraduates at universities other than
Oxford and Cambridge is 31 per cent.; at Oxford it is 16 per cent. This
suggests that it should be possible to increase the proportion of women at
Oxford unless a higher proportion of women than of men at other uni-
versities gain poor degrees or no degrees, and would not be regarded as
potential entrants to Oxford. The evidence on this point is threefold.

143. First, the statistics collected by the Robbins Committee show the
wastage rate is much the same for men as for women, and that of those
graduating in Great Britain in 1958 (and receiving honours or pass
degrees) 59 per cent. of the men and 57 per cent. of the women received
first- or second-class honours.! There was more difference between men
and women receiving firsts or upper seconds (36 per cent. and 29 per cent.
respectively); but this will be partly accounted for by there being a higher
proportion of firsts and upper seconds in science, while a lower proportion
of women than of men read science. There was also a lower than average
proportion of firsts and seconds among women from maintained schools.

144. Secondly, there is the evidence on the class of degree obtained by
men and women at Oxford. Table 68 shows that over the past decade a

T Robbins Report, Appendix Two (A), Part IV, p. 133, and Table 31, p. 155.
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substantially higher proportion of women than of men have gained firsts
or seconds, though the proportion of women gaining firsts has been lower.
The proportion of Oxford men gaining firsts or seconds has been about the
same as the national proportion in 1958, but the proportion for Oxford
women is well above the national proportion.

Table 68. Percentage of those graduating who gained first- and second-class
honours

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Men Women Men and women
Firsts Firsts Firsts Firsts Firsts Firsts
and and and
seconds seconds seconds
1955 75 61°1 42 82:4 7°0 647
1956 90 59'2 60 781 85 624
1957 80 583 66 762 77 613
1958 81 590 7°9 79'4 81 622
1959 76 59'2 85 731 77 61°2
1960 84 575 7'9 787 83 604
1961 89 63-2 45 71°4 83 643
1962 83 629 62 69°1 80 637
1963 87 62-2 75 784 85 646
1964 9'x 632 90 792 9’1 659

SoURCE: Oxford Magazine (annual articles).

NoTEs

1. For 1955-8 the figures are the percentage of all those obtaining a class; for 1959-64
they are the percentage of all those obtaining a class, an aegrotat, a pass degree, or
failing in Honours examinations.

2. The results of the B.C.L. are included.

145. These two pieces of evidence suggest that women entering Oxford
are on average of higher intellectual calibre than men, whereas there is little
to choose between the sexes nationally.? If a larger proportion of places
were available for women at Oxford it should therefore be possible to
increase the Oxford intake of women without their performance falling
below that of men.

146. This evidence is buttressed by an analysis of the A level performance
of applicants and admissions to universities in October 1964 made through
UCCA. Table 69 shows that women applicants were rather better qualified
than men; that the acceptance rates were very similar; and thus among
admissions, the women were rather better qualified.

! These statements are based on those gaining firsts or seconds. They do not apply to
those gaining firsts.



83

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

*S[TB39P JOJ 32IN0s 393G ‘syuordde [[e jo ajdures 2818 ® U0 paseq st d[qe’ sIy,J, ‘€
€S 31qe], 03 I 90N UI PIqLIOSIP I8 s3uUnel [9A9] YV Y], ‘T
*papnOxa a18 (N pue ‘€' ‘z') sdnoid yHO)) PIYISSEO 3q 30U PO YITYM S[9AS] Y YaIm asoy ], ‘I

STLON

*S2-S1 89[qe], ‘VOON ‘P—-E£961 14049y puossg :40¥N0S

z.19 L.z S.06 6.L6 org're g-£€ L.Ly 9.81 Sol‘se 8-L b.g¥ z.z€ Q.11 s329{qns Iy
z.£¥ S.€€ 8-9L S.16 £6£r 9.£¢ .+ £.21 Szz't I.€1 2.9S g-vz 8. SUIPIA
9.69 1.9S 2.56 8.86 zzg‘or z.g¢ S.zv £.61 £SeSr 6.L b.Ly I.1€ 9.£1 PUWIAG
L.oS g.0f L.9g 8-L6 b00'€ z.2€ z.£§ 9.¥1 926'S £.8 1.£§ 1.1€ 9.L $3IPNIS [B100G
.09 z.vE .68 S.L6 1289 s.Sz 1.¥§ b0z 10€'11 8-S o.5v S.9€ 9.21 sy
NIWOM ANV NIW
.29 z.6¢ .06 8:L6 69cL €.z o.1§ L.oz 9og‘rr S.9 o.5¢ z.S€ z.£1 Emumnau I
[ Ba4d L.t o.£4 898 Sot 9.5€ 1.8¢ £.91 016 b.z1 6.6% £.62 +.8 SUIIPIAI
0.0L 1.LS 0.96 +.86 ofr‘z +.8¢ z.¥¥ b.L1 z4o‘€ +.g o.L¥ €.2¢ V.21 UG
6.1 L.oE .98 €.L6 66 9.0€ 9.£§ 851 zEL'T L.L Las z.z€ .8 $3TPNIS [B100S
£.49 €.£€ 0.16 S.86 $16'¢ S.1z S¥S o.bz z60‘g 144 bav S.g¢ LSt Iy
NIWOM
9.09 z. b 9.06 0.86 1L¥Fr S.9¢ o.q¥ S.L1 668'cz +.8 0.0§ g-0f 8.01 s302fqns [y
Ly o.bE 8-84 9.6 886 6.9% Y.zt L.ox S18'e b.€1 L.gS o.tz (-84 QUIIPIIA
9.69 6.5S 0.56 6.86 zib'g 1.8€ 1.z 8-61 181‘21 8L S.Ly g.0f 6.€1 UG
z.0§ g.0€ 898 0.86 Sor‘s 6.2¢€ o.£S 141 ({384 S.g 9.£S 9.0f z.L $3TPTIS [BI00g
8-S 0.5¢ v.Lg 9.56 906‘z 6.0€ S.€S 9.51 6oz'S S.L 2.6v z. b€ 1.6 Iy
NIW

poo3 poos poos

ssed pooD FE TN ssed pooD Axop Tred sseq pooH Axop

n Bupjer [aas] ¥ 4aquinp Bunjer [aad] ¥ saquinNy Bumniel [9A3] ¥

(ssueorjdde jo a8wuadzad
§€ SUOISSTIPE) §338I dadoy SUOISSTWIPY AMAPYIM oYM 2503 Sutpnoxs) sjueorjddy
ADVINIOUAd

xas pup ‘dnoid 1oalgns

‘suoyvarfypnb ja0a) 7 Kq D961 4aqop wr sarpssoun op Kuua 1o0f DD YSnosy suorsuupp puv spuvmddy 69 dIqel,



84 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

147. It should thus be possible to increase the proportion of women under-
graduates to the 2025 per cent. recommended as a planning figure by the
Commission. This would depend on sufficient suitably qualified women
applying for admission, but since the number of applicants per place is
roughly twice that for men, some increase should be possible as soon as

places are made available.

Table 70. Applicants and admissions for entry to read first degrees at
Oxford in October 1965 by subject. Women non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Applicants Admissions Acceptance rate
(excluding
those who
declined a
place)

Arts 638 571 226

Social studies 9'5 106 281

Science and medicine 266 32'3 306

All subjects 1000 100°0 253

Number 1,753 443

SouRce: Table 64.
NoTE: See notes to Table 62.

Table 71. Applicants and admissions through UCCA for entry to uni-
versities in October 1964 by subject. Women

PERCENTAGE
Applicants Admissions Acceptance rate
(excluding
those who
withdrew)
Arts 51°0 532 59°8
Social studies 153 12°4 46°6
Science 256 289 648
Medicine 80 55 392
All subjects 1000 100°0 57'4
Number 13,086 7,512

SouRcE: Second Report 1963-4, UCCA, Tables 15-25.
NoTg: This table is based on a large sample of all applicants through UCCA. See source

for details.
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148. A further important consideration is the balance of subjects. The pro-
portion of women undergraduates reading arts at Oxford is already higher
than for men (Table 12) and it would lead to an unsatisfactory balance of
subjects in the women’s colleges if the untapped ‘pool’ consisted mainly
of those wishing to read arts subjects. Tables 70 and 71 compare admissions
by subject at Oxford with those at other universities. They show that a
slightly higher proportion are admitted nationally than at Oxford to read
social studies, and science and medicine, while in arts the proportion is
slightly lower. It would appear that, although Oxford has not much lee-
way, increasing the entry of women need not lead to a worsening of the
balance of subjects. One potential problem would be to persuade more
suitably qualified girls wishing to read science to apply to Oxford, since
the acceptance rate in science is at present well above that in arts.

Type of school

149. Entrants to university in 1961 from England and Wales were much
the same proportion of school leavers who were formally qualified (with
at least two A levels) for each type of school. For men, the over-all pro-
portion was 66 per cent.; it was 63 per cent. for maintained, and 69 per
cent. for independent schools. The corresponding figures for women were
48 per cent., 49 per cent., and 51 per cent. But the proportions going to
Oxford or Cambridge were very different. Of all men with two or more
A levels, 14 per cent. went to Oxford or Cambridge; but of those from
maintained schools the figure was 7 per cent., while it was 33 per cent. for
those from independent schools. 2 per cent. of ‘qualified’ women from
maintained schools went to Oxford or Cambridge, compared with 7 per
cent. from independent schools, the over-all figure being 4 per cent.!
Undergraduates from maintained schools were thus less well represented
at Oxford than at other universities.

150. In 1961 60 per cent. of all men undergraduates at universities in
England and Wales were from maintained schools, whereas for Oxford
the figure was 33 per cent. At London it was 58 per cent. The position was
similar for women for whom the proportions were 67 per cent., 40 per
cent., and 56 per cent. respectively.2

151. Since 1961 there has been an increase in the proportion of under-
graduates from maintained schools both at Oxford and nationally, but the
increase in the proportion of men from maintained schools appears to have
been considerably less at other universities than it was at Oxford. Tables
31 and 32 show that for entrants to Oxford from schools in 1965-6, 40
! Robbins Report, Appendix T'wo (B), Part I, Table 14, p. 13.
2 Robbins Report, Appendix T'wo (B), Part I, Table 11, p. 9. The figures for Oxford

are consistent with Tables 31 and 32, making allowance for sampling fluctuations and the
difference in date.



86 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

Table 72. Type of school of school leavers in 19634 who intended going on
to university. England and Wales

PERCENTAGE
Independent Direct- Maintained All Number
grant schools
Men 21 15 64 100 17,520
Women 13 15 72 100 8,090
Men and women 18 15 67 100 25,610

SouRce: Department of Education and Science.

NoTEs

1. Independent schools not recognized as efficient are excluded.

2. Included in this table are school leavers in 1963-4 who intended going on to university
within 12 months of leaving school.

per cent. of the men and 43 per cent. of the women were from maintained
schools (and if entrants from overseas and ‘other’ schools are excluded, the
proportions are 41 per cent. and 44 per cent. respectively). Table 72 gives
the distribution of school leavers in 1963—4 from schools in England and
Wales! who intended to go on to university, and shows that 64 per cent.
of men and 72 per cent. of women were from maintained schools. This is
only an approximation to the distribution of all entrants in 19645 for
a number of reasons. The proportion from independent schools is slightly
understated since leavers from independent schools not recognized as
efficient are excluded. Entrants to universities in England and Wales in
1964~5 will also be different to the extent that some came from schools
outside England and Wales; that some school leavers went to universities
outside England and Wales; and some entrants to universities left school
before 1963-4. However, these differences in coverage will affect the
pattern only to the extent that they affect leavers from the various types of
school differently. And similar figures for two previous years show a lower
proportion from maintained schools. Of school leavers in 1960-1 who
intended to go on to university, 62 per cent. of the men and 66 per cent.
of the women were from maintained schools; the corresponding figures
for school leavers in 1962—3 were 62 per cent. and 67 per cent.?

T Except from independent schools not recognized as efficient.

3 Statistics of Education, 1961, Part 11, Table 7; and 1963, Part III, Table 9. There is
one difference between the compilation of these figures and those of school leavers in
1963~4. The category ‘leaving to enter temporary employment’, which includes leavers
intending eventually to enter universities, was defined precisely for 19634 leavers, but
not for earlier years. The definition embraces leavers whose intended entry to full-time
further education was 13 or more months after leaving school, but was not later than
September/October 1965. In earlier years the interpretation of the term was at the dis-
cretion of the schools making returns.
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152. In the Robbins Report this situation is analysed further and in par-
ticular in terms of the qualifications of entrants, and of the relation be-
tween applications and admissions.! The main results are summarized in
paras. 153 and 154 and 16472 below.

153. In the latter half of the fifties the relative position of the maintained
schools declined (Table R. 15). The number of university places did not
rise as fast as the number of school children aged 17, and in this sense there
was a decline in opportunity. (It is possible that the increase in the number
of school children aged 17 merely reflects a change in the composition of
sixth forms. Evidence examined by the Robbins Committee suggests,
however, that in the case of boys the number qualified for university entry
rose at the same rate as the number at school aged 17, and in the case of
girls, the number so qualified rose more quickly.)? The relative decline in
‘opportunity’ for men was greater for pupils from maintained schools
(since the number of 17-year-olds increased more rapidly at this type of
school), and was especially great with respect to Oxford and Cambridge
(which did not expand as fast as other universities).

154. At the national level the qualifications (in terms of A levels) were not
significantly different for undergraduates from different types of school in
1961—2 (Table R. 21), but entrants to Oxford and Cambridge were better
qualified than entrants to other universities (Table R. 25), and among
undergraduates at Oxford and Cambridge significant differences emerged
when they were classified by type of school (Table R. 26). 22 per cent. of
all undergraduates with two or more A levels had three or more at grades
A or B.3 43 per cent. at Oxford and Cambridge came into this category,
compared with 26 per cent. at London and 16 per cent. at other English
universities. At Oxford and Cambridge, 58 per cent. from maintained
schools had three or more A levels at grades A or B, compared with 50
per cent. from direct-grant schools and 30 per cent. from independent
schools. Similar but smaller differences by type of school apply to London
and other universities.# These results are in line with our findings on
Oxford, but the differences between entrants from the different types of
school have either narrowed somewhat since 1961-2 or were less at
Oxford than at Cambridge in 1961—2. (See Table 54 which relates, how-
ever, to qualifications of men at the time of the admissions competition,
not on entry.)

1 See Robbins Report, Appendix Two (B), Part I, pp. 14-25, 34—44, 46-51, and, in
particular, Tables 15, 21, 25, 26, 40, 42, 43, 48—53. For brevity, tables from this part of
the report will be referred to as Table R. 15, etc., in the following paragraphs.

2 Robbins Report, Appendix One, Annex R, pp. 253-6.

3 This category is similar to our category ‘very good’. It includes all those rated ‘very
good’ in our classification except those with AAC, AA, or AB, and some rated as ‘good’
(i.e. the combination BBB).

4 This holds despite there being no appreciable over-all difference as is shown in
Table R. 21.
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Table 73. Percentage of those having three complete years in the sixth form
“who sat A or S levels a second time at end of third year, by sex and type of
school. Undergraduates entering in October 1962

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

Independent  Direct-grant  Maintained

Men 64 35 44
Women 16 9 39

SOURCE: Peterson, A. D. C., “The sixth form experience of Oxford entrants’, Oxford
Magazine, 6 February 1964.

155. Part of the difference in A level qualifications could be that inde-
pendent schools lay less stress on them. There is little statistical evidence on
this, but a survey of entrants to Oxford in October 1962 by Mr. A. D. C.
Peterson showed that among those men completing a third year in the
sixth form, the proportion resitting A levels was higher for independent
than for maintained or direct-grant schools (Table 73). This does not
suggest that A levels are considered less important in independent boys’
schools but the proportion resitting A levels need not indicate the extent
to which the schools aim to achieve the best possible A level grades. For
women, the proportions were lower, and the highest proportion was among
those from maintained schools.

156. The evidence from the Robbins Report, and that in Tables 33, 34,
and 59 (on award holders), and 54 and 56 (on GCE qualifications of men),
shows that the qualifications of men entrants from maintained schools
(except at the highest ratings of S level) have been better than those of
entrants from independent boarding schools, while the qualifications of
entrants from independent day and direct-grant schools are either superior
to those of entrants from maintained schools, or lie between those of
entrants from maintained and independent boarding schools. But it is
likely that the differential between independent boarding and maintained
schools was smaller for entrants in 1965-6 than in earlier years.

157. Some further evidence on the calibre of undergraduates from different
types of school can be obtained by comparing degree results. Tables 74
and 75 summarize some results from a one-in-two sample of matriculations
in 1958-9 (fuller results are given in Part III, paras. 283—7) and also give
results compiled by Mr. W. A, Hayward, Mr. J. Muschamp, the Revd.
L. M. Styler, and Mr. G. D. N. Worswick. This evidence, which for men
spans graduations between 1951 and 1965, will not, of course, reflect any
changes that have occurred in the composition of the entry in the most
recent two or three years.
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158. The distribution of the 1958 matriculations in respect of type of school
and proportion of award holders is not exactly the same as in Tables 31-34.
because of sampling fluctuations and wastage, but the differences are small.

159. Among the 1958 matriculations of men (most of whom graduated in
1961) the highest proportion of firsts went to those from independent day
and direct-grant schools, but the highest proportion of firsts or seconds
went to those from maintained schools. In each case those from independent
boarding schools gained the smallest proportion. The other data on men
are consistent with this except for Merton graduations, where independent
schools did slightly better than maintained schools on firsts,* and direct-
grant schools did better than maintained schools on firsts or seconds.

160. Thus three samples from single years, and four samples covering
a number of years lead broadly to the conclusion that in the fifties and
early sixties independent day and direct-grant schools have provided the
highest, and independent boarding the lowest, proportions of firsts among
men, while maintained schools have provided the smallest, and independent
boarding schools the largest, proportions of thirds among men. It may also
be noted that, despite this finding, entrants from maintained schools have
gained only a slightly larger proportion of awards than have entrants from
independent boarding schools.2

161. Among women the position is less clear. The numbers are smaller,
and the 1961 degree results were something of a freak, as Table 68 shows.
Less firm conclusions can therefore be drawn. Worswick’s analysis shows
women from independent schools gaining more firsts, but fewer firsts or
seconds than women from maintained schools. In the 1958 matriculations
sample, however, the performance of women from maintained schools is
very poor, while that of women from independent boarding schools is
the best.

162. The better-than-average degree performance of men from maintained
schools need not imply that the calibre of entrants from maintained schools
has been above average if the wastage amongst such men has been higher
than average. But such evidence as is available suggests that this is not so,
and that wastage amongst men from maintained schools is below average.
(That for women from maintained schools is about average.) And wastage
of entrants from independent boarding schools is above average. The evi-
dence is provided by a survey of 1955 entrants quoted by the Robbins
Committee, which takes account of wastage before the final examination,
but not of failures in finals, and by our sample of 1958 matriculations.?

! But independent day schools are not distinguished.

2 See Table 33. In the sample of 1958 matriculations, men from maintained schools had
a slightly lower proportion of awards than men from independent boarding schools.

3 Robbins Report, Appendix Two (A), Part IV, Table 11, p. 134; and Part III, paras.
257-9 below.



90 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS
‘Table 74. Degree performance and holders of awards by type of school. Men
non-graduates
OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Source Type of Percentage in Percentage of Percentage
school of total
1t 18t or Scholars  Award
class 2nd class holders
1958 o lasd Independ
(one-in-two sample) boarding 78 557 2026 32'4 418
Independent day 118 69-0 230 448 91
All independent 84 580 21°0 34'6 50°9
Direct-grant 121 660 234 404 148
Maintained 98 716 189 3rs 332
Number = 954 All schools 94 636 206 343 100.0
1965 Class Lists Independent 80 632 474
Direct-grant 160 742 171
Maintained 10°0 768 33's
Number = 1,604 All schools 10°0 693 100-0
1956 Class Lists Independent
. (HMC) 78 52'4
Direct-grant
(HMC) 139 681
Number = 1,100 Maintained 95 690
Balliol admissi Independ 15°3 528
(1950-62) Direct-grant 200 142
Maintained 16°1 330
Number = 1,018 All schools 16°2 353 100'0
Keble admissi Independ 1’5 152 41°3
(1950-62) Direct-grant 26 177 16'8
Maintained 59 13'0 417
Number = 1,145 All schools 35 1477 100°0
Merton di Ind d 116 68-1 40°4 532
(1951-62) Direct-grant 15'5 783 60-6 156
Maintained 11x 703 370 312
Number = 605 All schools 122 70°5 42'5 100°0
‘Wadham admissi Ind d 9'x 19°9 369
(1950~62) Direct-grant 122 294 182
Maintained 104 17°4 449
Number = 897 All schools 10°3 20°5 100°0

SOURCE: 1958 matriculations: Registry.
1965 Class Lists: Styler, L. M., Oxford Magazine, 3 December 1965.

1956 Class
Educati

1 Quppl,

College admissions and
compiled by Mr. W. A. Hayward and Mr. J. Muschamp.

NoTes

Lists: Worswick, G. D. N., ‘Anatomy of Oxbridge’, The Times

t, 3 May 1957.
graduations: the colleges concerned. The data were

1. The ‘all schools’ row for 1958 matriculations and for 1965 Class Lists includes those
from other types of schools.
2. Graduates, and those from overseas or other types of school are excluded, except as in

Note 1.

3. It is not possible to obtain figures for all schools from the source on 1956 Class Lists.
The numbers in the categories given were: independent, 628; direct, grant, 144, and

maintained, 328.
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Table 75. Degree performance and holders of awards by type of school.
Women non-graduates

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Source Type of school Percentage in Percentage of Percent-
age
st 1st or Scholars Award  of
class 2nd holders  total
class

1958 matriculations  Independent

(one-in-two boarding 100 70'0 100 100 190
sample) Independent day 56 612 16-7 278 114
All independent 83 667 125 167 304
Direct-grant 70 698 140 326 272
Maintained —_ 554 77 169 41°1
Number = 156 All schools 44 633 108 209 100°0
1956 Class Lists Independent 58 73°3
Maintained 30 82°1
Number = 187

SOURCE: 1958 matriculations: Registry.
1956 Class Lists: Worswick, G. D. N., ‘Anatomy of Oxbridge’, The Times
Ed; 1

1 Syunbl,

pp t, 3 May 1957.

NoTEs

1. The ‘all schools’ row for 1958 matriculations includes those from other types of
schools.

2. In the data on 1956 Class Lists only schools listed as Principal Girls’ Schools in
Whitaker’s Almanack are included as independent schools.

3. Those from overseas or other types of school are excluded from the data on 1956
Class Lists.

4. It is not possible to obtain figures for all schools from the source on 1956 Class Lists.
‘The numbers in the categories given were: independent, 120; maintained, 67.

163. If entrants from maintained schools are of higher than average, and
entrants from independent boarding schools are of lower than average,
calibre,! either fewer potential entrants are applying from maintained
schools (the application rate is low), or the selection process is, in effect,
more stringent when applied to applicants from maintained schools (the
acceptance rate is low), or both.

164. An examination of the position by the Robbins Committee, based on
their survey of undergraduates in 1961-2, led to the conclusion that the
difference between the distribution of men undergraduates by type of school
at all universities, and that at Oxford and Cambridge could be attributed
to both the application rates and the acceptance rates, but that differences
in the application rates were far more important than differences in the
acceptance rates (Table R. 53).

1 Particularly for men.
2 Tt should be borne in mind that the proportion of men undergraduates from main-
tained schools was substantially higher at Oxford than at Cambridge. See Table R. 11.
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165, A third of all undergraduates in 1961~2 had applied to Oxford or
Cambridge (37 per cent. of men and 22 per cent. of women), but there were
large differences by type of school. Among men, 67 per cent. from inde-
pendent schools, 43 per cent. from direct-grant schools, and 22 per cent.
from maintained schools had applied. The corresponding figures for
women were 34 per cent., 30 per cent., and 16 per cent. (see Table R. 48).

166. This indicates large differences in the application rates. These
differences persist when undergraduates are classified by their A levels
(Table R. 49), but the differences were greater for those with the lower
grades of A levels. Among men with two or more A levels,! the proportion
of undergraduates with three or more A levels at grades A or B who had
applied to Oxford or Cambridge was 76 per cent. from independent schools
and 43 per cent. from maintained schools, but the proportions for those
with no more than one A level at grades A or B were 58 per cent. from
independent schools and 13 per cent. from maintained schools. Thus the
differences in the application rates were greater among the more marginal
candidates.

167. There were also considerable differences in the acceptance rates of
applicants from different types of school, especially among men (see
Table R. 50). Of all men undergraduates in 1961 who had applied to
Oxford or Cambridge, 78 per cent. of those from independent, 66 per cent.
of those from direct-grant, and 52 per cent. of those from maintained
schools. were accepted. Among women the acceptance rates from in-
dependent (39 per cent.) and maintained (37 per cent.) schools were much
the same, and less than from direct-grant schools (53 per cent.).

168. These differences do not appear to be due to candidates from main-
tained schools having been less well qualified, since among men 44 per
.cent. of applicants from maintained schools had three or more grade A or
B passes in A level (when at university, not necessarily at the time of

applying) against 27 per cent. of applicants from independent schools
(Table R. 51).

169. The position had changed among men entrants by 1965-6. In the first
place there was little difference between the over-all acceptance rates
(Tables 43 and 44), in contrast to the position in 19612 as shown in Table
R. 50. But although it is likely there have been changes in the underlying
pattern of admissions, of which the increased proportion of entrants from
maintained schools is one manifestation, part of the difference between the
two sets of figures is due to differences in the ways in which they were
compiled.? The Robbins Committee statistics are restricted to applicants
to Oxford or Cambridge who entered some university or other. In effect,

1 Separate figures are not given for women.
. 2 See Robbins Report, Appendix Two (B), Annex I, pp. 438-9.
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potential entrants to Oxford and Cambridge are assumed to be restricted
to those who do gain a university place somewhere in Great Britain. This
means excluding any well-qualified candidates who prefer to go to no
university, or to go to a university abroad, if they cannot obtain a place
at Oxford or Cambridge, and this may be thought a disadvantage. But it
also excludes weak candidates who are rejected by any other university
to which they apply, and this may be thought an advantage. If candidates
in these two categories are drawn more than proportionately from in-
dependent schools (and the relatively high proportion of candidates from
independent boarding schools who had failed A levels, as shown in Table
53, is a pointer in this direction), part of the discrepancy between Tables 43
and 44 and the Robbins Committee statistics would be explained. Further,
candidates for entry may apply in more than one year. No account of this
is taken in Tables 43 and 44, which do not, therefore, give the chances of
eventually gaining admission for candidates from the different types of
school. Some evidence that reapplications are less frequent among candi-
dates from maintained schools is given in the following paragraph. Another
difference between Table R. 50 and Table 43 is that Table R. 50 treated
Oxford and Cambridge as a single category, and to the extent that some
candidates applied to both Oxford and Cambridge for admission in 1964—5
the tables are not comparable. But this difference can hardly have been
significant in the following year, when candidates made a single application
putting Oxford and Cambridge in an order of preference, and Oxford
admissions from the Cambridge pool were only 3 per cent. of all admissions.

Table 76. Candidates for admission in 1965-6 who failed to gain a place
and who reapplied for admission in 1966-7, by type of school and subject
group. Men non-graduates

OXFORD

Number Number Number Percentage Acceptance Col. (3) as
who who who reapplying rate for percentage
failed reapplied gained col. (2) as those of col. (1)
to gain or a place percentage reapplying
a place admission for of col. (1) col, (3) as
for 1965-6 in 19667 1966—7 percentage
of col. (2)
(1) (2) 3) 4) (5) (6)
TYPE OF SCHOOL
Independent
boarding 762 119 40 16 34 52
Independent day 184 23 13 13 57 71
Direct-grant 303 41 19 14 46 63
Maintained 843 77 37 9 48 44
SUBJECT GROUP
Arts and social
studies 1,387 198 86 14 43 62
Science 705 62 23 9 37 33
All 2,092 260 109 12 42 52

SouRcE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See Note 1 to Table 50.
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170. Of the applicants in the December 1964 competition who failed to
gain a place, 260 applied again in the following year, of whom 109 (42 per
cent.) gained a place. 36, or 33 per cent. of those gaining a place, won an
award. These include 12 who won an open scholarship. The proportions
of reapplicants who were in the second-year sixth form in December 1964
were 20 per cent. for independent boarding schools, 17 per cent. for
independent day schools, 34 per cent. for direct-grant schools, and 69 per
cent. for maintained schools. The acceptance rate for the reapplicants was
only marginally lower than the over-all acceptance rate of 44 per cent. (see
note to para. 110). Table 76 gives some further details about the reapplicants.
The acceptance rate was lowest for reapplicants from independent boarding
schools. Of those who failed to gain a place in December 1964, the pro-
portion reapplying was 12 per cent.; it was above average for candidates
from independent boarding schools, and below average for those from
maintained schools. But because the acceptance rate for candidates from
independent boarding schools was relatively low, there was less difference
between these schools and maintained schools in the number who gained
a place at the second attempt expressed as a percentage of all who failed to
gain a place in December 1964 (see column (6) of Table 76). These details
of reapplicants suggest that a part, but only a relatively small part, of the
differences between Table 44 and Table R. 50 can be explained in terms of
differential reapplication rates.!

171. Men applicants from maintained schools for admission in 1965-6
were better qualified, in terms of A levels, than those from independent
boarding schools. Comparison of Table 53 and Table R. 51 suggests that
the position had not altered substantially since the years in which those
who were undergraduates in 1961-2 entered universities.

172. Acceptance rates were found by the Robbins Committee to vary with
A level qualifications, as well as with type of school (Table R. 52). As was
noted with application rates, the differences for men between independent
and maintained schools were greater at the lower grades of A levels. Among
undergraduates in 1961-2, acceptance rates at Oxford and Cambridge for
men from independent schools were 87 per cent. for those with three or
more A level passes at grades A or B, and 71 per cent. for those with no
more than one such pass. The corresponding figures for men from main-
tained schools were 65 per cent. and 35 per cent. respectively.

173. The acceptance rates in Table 77 are also systematically lower for
maintained than for independent boarding schools? and the differences are
greater at the lower ratings, but they are smaller than in Table R. §52. Thus,

1 The calculations given here do not take account of the proportion of applicants in
December 1964 who were then applying for a second time. It is unlikely that an allowance

for this would substantially alter the results.
3 Except among the very small number who had failed A levels.
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Table 77 shows acceptance rates for independent boarding schools of 87
per cent. at the ‘very good’ A level rating and 27 per cent. at the ‘pass’
rating.! The corresponding figures for maintained schools were 79 per
cent. and 18 per cent.

Table 77. Acceptance rate by GCE A level rating and type of school. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
A level rating Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main- All
dent dent day grant tained schools
boarding
Very good 86-8 846 803 79°2 81-8
Good 537 381 49'3 40'8 468
Pass 26°5 176 278 184 237
Fail 59 125 182 154 88
All having taken A levels 450 434 533 480 47°3
Not having taken A levels 289 452 271 400 37'4
All 439 436 508 45°8 457

SouRCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 53 and 54.

174. In these comparisons the criterion of quality is (perforce) A level
qualifications, and it may be objected that A level performance is not
a reliable indicator of academic promise. No final answer can be given on
this point until the Admissions Office has accumulated records over at
least three years, when A level qualifications and performance in the
entrance competition can both be compared with degree performance.
However, the results in Tables 54, 74, and R. 26 show that men entrants
from maintained schools had, on average, better A level qualifications than
men from independent boarding schools, and they achieved better degrees.z
Although this evidence does not throw much light on the value of A levels
as a measure of academic promise in individuals, it suggests that A level
qualifications are useful in an aggregative sense, and that the higher the
proportion of good A levels in a group, the higher the proportion who will
achieve a good (first- or second-class) degree. In the absence of any better
measure it seems reasonable to use A levels as an approximate measure of
academic promise in this aggregative sense.

! For all independent schools the figures were 86 per cent. and 26 per cent.
2 It should be noted, however, that the three tables referred to relate to different
individuals,
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Table 78. Acceptance rate by GCE S level rating and type of school. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in 19656 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE

S level rating Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main- All
K dent dent day grant tained schools
boarding

Excellent 962 1000 973 92°3 959
Very good 885 741 92°1 833 858
Good ) 729 580 716 740 717
Pass 452 382 453 400 426
All having taken S levels 534 505 600 546 547
Having taken A levels 283 234 357 30'5 298

but not S levels

All having taken A levels 450 434 53'3 480 47'3

SoURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 55 and 56.

175. Table 78 shows acceptance rates analysed by S level ratings. At the
two highest and the lowest ratings, the acceptance rate was higher for
independent boarding than for maintained schools, but the differences are
smaller than in the case of A levels. At the ‘good’ rating, the acceptance
rate was marginally higher for maintained schools. There is at present no
adequate evidence on the relative merits of A and S levels as predictors
of academic performance.!

176. The preceding paragraphs may be summarized as follows. First,
acceptance rates at a given level of GCE qualifications have been lower
(with the exception given in the previous paragraph), for men applicants
from maintained schools than for candidates from independent boarding
schools, with the differences tending to be greater at the lower levels of
qualifications. Secondly, the differences in the acceptance rates have
diminished considerably in the past five years. Thirdly, the differences are
smaller when candidates are classified by S levels than when they are
classified by A levels.

177. Acceptance rates when candidates are classified by their time in the
sixth form are given in Table 79. There were considerable differences both
between candidates from the second-year sixth and the third-year sixth,

* It may be noted, however, that among the top 46 per cent. of admissions, the propor=-
tions of open scholars (and of all award holders) were practically the same when admissions
were ranked by A levels as when they were ranked by S levels. See para. 121 and Tables
54, 56, and 6o.
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and between candidates from the third-year sixth and the fourth-year sixth.
A lower than average acceptance rate might be expected for candidates
from the second-year sixth form. This is partly because some such candi-
dates are having a ‘trial run’, and partly because the entrance examination
is designed more with candidates from the third-year sixth in mind
(although allowance is made for candidates from the second-year sixth
form, and their schools are invited to show on the application form the
parts of the A level syllabus which such candidates will not have covered).
The acceptance rate for candidates from the second-year sixth form of
maintained schools was above the average for all from the second-year
sixth. The difference between the acceptance rates for candidates from
the third- and fourth-year sixth forms of independent schools was large;
the corresponding difference for maintained schools was small.

Table 79. Acceptance rates by time in sixth form and type of school. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Terms in sixth form at Indepen- Indepen- Direct- Main- All

time of entrance com- dent dent day grant tained schools
petition boarding

4 159 387 230 386 338

7 407 41°1 530 484 461

10 or more 580 554 620 507 57°2

All 439 436 508 458 457

SouRcE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 50 and 51.

178. The acceptance rate was higher in science than in arts and social
studies. But the candidates were better qualified in terms of A levels (see
Table 57 above) and the acceptance rates at each A level rating were lower
in science (Table 80). In terms of S levels, the acceptance rates were higher
in science at each rating except the highest. In both subject groups the
acceptance rate was higher for those with a ‘pass’ rating than for those
with A levels who had not taken S level papers. This, however, may be
partly a reflection of the rule in force in 1964 that S level papers were not
given a grade unless the corresponding A level was grade C or better.

179. The application rate was discussed in paras. 163-6 above. It is lower
from maintained schools than from direct-grant and independent schools,
and this is the most important reason for the relatively small proportion
of undergraduates from maintained schools at Oxford compared with other
universities.” The low application rate could be a result of either or both

I The Robbins Committee statistics show that this was so in the years immediately
preceding 19612 (see paras. 165-6 above); Table 44 taken together with Table 72 suggests
strongly that it is still so.

962425.2 E
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Table 80. Acceptance rate by GCE A level rating and subject group. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
A level rating Arts and Science  All
) social subjects
studies

Very good 838 79:6 818
Good 49°5 41°1 46-8
Pass 24'5 217 237
Fail 10°1 53 88
All having taken A levels 463 49'3 47°3
Not having taken A levels 37'2 37°9 37'4
All 448 47'5 457

SoURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 53 and 54.

Table 81. Acceptance rate by GCE S level rating and subject group. Men
non-graduate candidates for admission in 1965-6 to read for first degrees

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
S level rating Arts and Science All
social subjects
studies
Excellent 978 925 95'9
Very good 839 88-0 858
Good 706 734 717
Pass - 423 432 426
All having taken S levels 534 57.0 547
Having taken A levels but not S levels 308 276 298
All having taken A levels 46°3 49°3 473

SQURCE: Admissions Office.
NoTE: See notes to Tables 55 and s56.
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of two factors: a more stringent pre-selection of candidates generally; and
a failure to attract candidates in any numbers from some of the maintained
schools, in particular those whose sixth-form organization is based on
a two-year course directed towards A levels, rather than a three-year (or
at least seven-term) course with preparation for the Oxford and Cambridge
entrance competitions a regular part of sixth-form work. The formulation
of policies to improve the application rate from maintained schools requires
information on the structure, size, and number of schools which do not
regularly submit candidates to Oxford, and on the methods of those which
do. Some evidence on these topics is presented below.

180. Tables 51 and 65 showed that 12 per cent. of men and 25 per cent. of
women entering Oxford in 1965-6 spent no more than two years in the
sixth form.! Surveys of entrants in 1962—3 and 1963—4 by Mr. A. D. C.
Peterson are similar, but suggest that the proportion of women entrants
from the second-year sixth form has been increasing (Table 82), while that
for men may have declined slightly.

Table 82. Entrants from the second-year sixth form as percentage of all
entrants by sex

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
‘Men entering in Women entering in
19623 1963—4 1962—3 19634
15 13 18 21

SOURCE: Surveys carried out by Mr. A. D. C. Peterson, Director of the Institute of
Education, Oxford. For results of the survey in 19623 see Peterson, A. D. C. ‘The
sixth form experience of Oxford entrants’, Oxford Magazine, 6 February 1964.

181. In many boys’ schools, a third (or fourth) year in the sixth form is
achieved, not by staying at school longer, but by means of an ‘express
stream’ in the middle school so that the sixth form is reached at an early
age. The average ages in Table 52 illustrate this.

182. In order to discover more about the schools which do not regularly
submit candidates to Oxford, the Commission selected 13 such schools
(Group A), and 11 schools which do regularly submit candidates to Oxford
(Group B). A questionnaire was completed by each school, and the heads
subsequently gave oral evidence (Oral Evidence, Part 102).

183. Schools in Group A were all maintained; they had between 500 and
1,000 pupils. Six were boys’ schools, two were girls’ schools, and five were
mixed. The average number of pupils was 760.

! The figure for women relates to those who had no A level passes at the time of the
entrance competition.
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184. Three of the schools in Group B were independent, two were direct-
grant schools, and of the six maintained schools, two were voluntary aided
schools, and one was a voluntary controlled school. There were eight boys’
and three girls’ schools, ranging in size from 440 to 1,100 pupils. The
average size was 660 pupils.

185. Table 83 gives a summary of some of the characteristics of the two
groups of schools in the autumn term 1964. In Group B 17 per cent. of the
sixth formers were in the third or subsequent years, compared with 6 per
cent. in Group A. Candidates for any U.K. university formed much the
same proportion of sixth formers beyond the first year for each group, but
the proportion aiming at Oxford or Cambridge was over three times as
high for Group B as for Group A. There was a much greater concentration
of Oxford and Cambridge graduates on the staffs of schools in Group B.

186. Some further facts which emerged from the questionnaire are that
70 per cent. of the sixth formers in Group B schools had two O levels in
languages against only 30 per cent. for Group A. Eight of the schools in
Group B had an ‘express stream’? who took O level at age 15+ ; only two
of the schools in Group A appear to have a regular ‘express stream’, but
three others bring small selected groups of pupils to O levels at age 15--.
In ten of the Group B schools, four or more periods per week of special
teaching is given to pupils in the third- and fourth-year sixth form in most
subjects. Five of the Group A schools certainly provide such teaching,
with two more being marginal cases. None of the schools provides special
teaching for the Oxford and Cambridge entrance examinations in the
second-year sixth form (except possibly for a few individual pupils unable
to stay for a third year). All the schools in Group B provide such special
teaching in the third year. One school in Group A provides such teaching
and four or five others make ad hoc arrangements as the need arises.

187. Although the samples were not representative, the inquiry demon-
strates the existence of maintained schools preparing a high proportion of
their sixth formers for university entrance, but submitting relatively few
candidates to Oxford and Cambridge. The evidence of their heads makes
clear the difficulties which such schools have, both in persuading promising
pupils to stay on for an extra year to try for Oxford and Cambridge, and in
properly preparing candidates for the entrance examinations.

188. It is extremely difficult to determine how many schools in England
and Wales might fall into Group A, and harder still to determine how many
of their candidates for other universities would prefer to try for Oxford or
Cambridge if the admissions procedure were modified.

' The ‘express stream’ may apply to the whole intake of the school.
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Table 84. Schools with sixth forms and with third-year sixth forms by type
of school. England and Wales, January 1965

NUMBER

Boys’ schools with Mixed schools with  Girls’ schools with

Sixth Third- Sixth Third- Sixth Third-

form year form year form year

sixth sixth sixth
Independent 197 148 72 19 359 73
Direct-grant 82 81 2 2 95 47
Maintained 600 390 912 426 596 222
All schools 879 619 986 447 1,050 342

SouRcCE: Department of Education and Science.

NoTes

1. Independent schools not recognized as efficient are excluded.

2. Schools with third-year sixth forms are defined as schools having sixth-form pupils who
are following GCE A level courses in the third or subsequent year of the course. By
‘year of course’ is meant the level of study as determined by the curriculum and not the
time spent in the course by an individual pupil.

Table 85. Number of pupils in sixth forms by type of school. England and
Wales, January 1965

NUMBER

Boys Girls

Number Number Percentage Number Number Percentage
in sixth  in third- of sixth in sixth  in third- of sixth

forms year formers forms year formers
sixth in third sixth in third
year year
Independent 24,053 2,892 12°0 10,828 178 16
Direct-grant 13,305 1,835 138 9,097 175 19
Maintained 92,587 6,517 70 66,666 1,532 23
All schools . 129,945 11,244 87 86,591 1,885 2-2

SouRcE: Department of Education and Science.

Nores

1. Pupils not following GCE A level courses (almost all of whom are in the first-year sixth
form) are excluded.

2. See notes to Table 84.
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189. One difficulty lies in determining how many schools have a third-year
sixth in the special sense used here of a third year largely concerned with
preparation for entry to Oxford and Cambridge. The Department of
Education and Science compiles statistics of sixth forms divided by year
of course. A large majority of boys’ schools have pupils in the third year
of the sixth, as can be seen from Table 86, and such schools account for
almost all sixth formers at boys’ schools (Table 87). The proportions of
mixed and girls’ schools with sixth forms which have a third-year sixth
form are lower, and less than half. But among mixed and girls’ maintained
schools, those with a third-year sixth form account for about go per cent.
of all sixth formers. (Some information on sixth forms and sixth-form
pupils is given in Tables 84 and 85 to which further reference is made
below.) Thus, the overwhelming majority of men applying to Oxford must
come from schools with a third-year sixth form of some kind, but among
an unknown number of these schools, particularly the maintained schools,
the third-year sixth is not specially geared to the Oxford examination (and
it may be very small).

Table 86. Schools with third-year sixth forms as percentage of all schools
with sixth form by type of school. England and Wales, January 1965

PERCENTAGE

Boys’ schools Mixed schools Girls’ schools
Independent 75 26 20
Direct-grant 99 100 49
Maintained 65 47 37
All schools 70 45 33

SouRcCE: Table 84.
NoTE: See notes to Table 84.

Table 87. Sixth-form pupils at schools with third-year sixth form as per-
centage of all sixth-form pupils, by type of school. England and Wales,
Fanuary 1965

PERCENTAGE

Boys’ schools Mixed schools Girls’ schools
Independent 92 46 27
Direct-grant 99 100 51
Maintained 97 91 89
All schools 96 90 73

SouRrcE: Department of Education and Science.
NoTE: See notes to Table 84.
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190. The total third-year sixth form does not consist entirely of candidates
for Oxford and Cambridge, but they probably constitute a substantial
proportion of it, even for maintained schools. But there is a complication
which makes an estimate difficult. The statistics in Table 85 were collected
in January 1965, and successful candidates for Oxford and Cambridge who
left school when they were sure of a place would not be included. It is
impossible to say how many of these there were; but Peterson’s surveys of
entrants to Oxford (see para. 95) showed that of those spending at least
seven terms in the sixth form, g1 per cent. of entrants in 1962—3 completed
nine terms, but only 48 per cent. of entrants in 1963—4 (56 per cent. of men
and 23 per cent. of women) did so. The Robbins Committee found that
29 per cent. of undergraduates at Oxford and Cambridge in 1961—2 had
spent over six months but under a year between leaving school and entering
university.! The survey of schools (see para. 182) showed that of the
third- and fourth-year sixth formers at schools in Group B in the Autumn
Term 1964, 57 per cent. had left before the end of the academic year
19645 (some having left at Easter). The corresponding figure for schools
in Group A was 36 per cent.

191. Applicants to Oxford and Cambridge probably numbered rather
more than 8,000 in December 1964. If none left in the December, these
candidates would account for almost all boys in third-year sixth forms at
independent schools, between half and three-quarters at direct-grant
schools, and between a third and half at maintained schools.? Since some
will have left in the December the actual proportions will be lower than
this, but by an unknown amount.

192. In passing, it may be noted that the statistics of the Department of
Education and Science suggest that the third-year sixth form is not
increasing in numbers, although total sixth-form numbers3 (and entrants
to universities) are increasing. In January 1963 12,600 boys were in the
third year of sixth forms, out of 107,500 altogether, or 11-7 per cent. In
January 1964 the corresponding figures were 11,200 out of 121,500, or 9-2
per cent.# The decline between January 1963 and January 1964 in both
absolute numbers and the proportion in the third-year sixth is similar for
each type of school and for girls. By January 1965 the number of boys in
sixth forms had increased to 129,900 (Table 85) while the number in the
third year of sixth forms remained at 11,200, a fall in independent schools

I Robbins Report, Appendix Two (B), Part I, Table 42, p. 40.

2 A rough allowance has been made for those applying from the second-year sixth.

3 Pupils not following GCE A level courses are excluded from the calculations in this
paragraph.

4 See Statistics of Education, 1963, Part I, Tables 14 and 21; and 1964, Part I, Table 7.
There was a minor change in the compilation of the statistics between the two years. For
January 1964 a definition of the year of a sixth-form course was given (see Note 2 to
Table 84); for January 1963 no definition was given.
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being off-set by a rise in direct-grant schools. But it does not follow that
the same pattern applies among those third-year sixth formers seeking
entrance to Oxford or Cambridge.

193. A different approach to the question of the balance of admissions is
via the concentration of applications and admissions at only a fraction of
the schools of any type. Table 88 brings together, for men, the information
in Tables 48 and 49 on schools submitting candidates and gaining places?
with that in Table 84 on total numbers of schools.

Table 88. Schools with sixth forms, submitting candidates for Oxford and
gaining places, by type of school. Men: schools in England and Wales

NUMBER
Boys’ and mixed schools
With With With male Gaining Gaining Gaining
sixth third- applicants at least at least at least
form year to Oxford one place three four
sixth for for places places
form 1965-6 1965-6 for for
entry 1965-6 1965-6
(1) () 3) @ (5) ©)
INDEPENDENT
Number 269 167 156 117 83 71
Percentage of col. 2 I00 93 70 50 43
DIRECT-GRANT
Number 84 83 71 65 37 31
Percentage of col. 2 100 86 78 45 37
MAINTAINED
Number 1,512 816 490 350 98 56
Percentage of col. 2 100 60 43 12 7
ALL SCHOOLS
Number 1,865 1,066 717 532 218 158
Percentage of col. 2 100 67 50 20 15

Sourcke: Table 84 and Admissions Office.

NoTEs

1. The number of schools with sixth forms and with third-year sixth forms relates to
January 1965.

2. Independent schools not recognized as efficient are excluded from the number of schools
with sixth forms and with third-year sixth forms, but included among schools with
applicants and gaining places.

3. A very small number of schools in Scotland and Northern Ireland which submitted
candidates but did not gain any places may be included in column 3.

4. See Note 2 to Table 84.

194. First, attention may be restricted to schools with third-year sixth forms
(in the wider sense), since these schools account for the great majority of
boys in sixth forms. This has the effect of leaving out of account over half
the mixed maintained schools with sixth forms.

T But for schools in England and Wales only.
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195. About go per cent. of the independent and direct-grant schools sub-
mitted candidates; 60 per cent. of the maintained schools did so. 70 per
cent. of independent schools and 78 per cent. of direct-grant schools
gained at least one place against 43 per cent. for maintained schools. Thus
the discrepancy between maintained and other schools is greater in terms
of gaining places than in terms of applicants. The discrepancy is even
greater when schools gaining a number of places are considered, and details
are given in Table 88 for three or more, and four or more places.

196. This analysis is based on one year, so it cannot pick out schools
regularly submitting candidates or gaining places with any certainty or
accuracy. But it seems reasonable that most schools gaining, say, three
places for 19656 gain at least one place fairly regularly. And it is plausible
that there are other schools which regularly gain at least one place, and
that these would outnumber those with an unusually good performance in
the year analysed. If so, at least 40 per cent. of independent and direct-
grant schools, and perhaps over 50 per cent., regularly gain places at
Oxford. The proportion for maintained schools is almost certainly con-
siderably lower. Until the Admissions Office has been operating longer it
will not be possible to refine an analysis along these lines.

197. To identify the number of schools rarely gaining places at Oxford
could contribute to the discussion of one of the important questions about
admissions; namely the extent to which some schools are not at present in
the running for places. But it does not contribute to consideration of how
many individual pupils choose not to apply solely because to do sowould
defer for a year their entry to a university.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND EXHIBITIONS!

198. Details of the proportion of entrance award holders, which has
increased for men since 1948-9, and which is now about twice as high for
men as for women, have been given in Tables 30, 33, 34, 40, 59, 60, 61,
and 74. It was shown that the proportion of award holders among men is
correlated with GCE ratings in Tables 60 and 61. Three sets of figures
enable a comparison of the degree performance of award holders and
commoners to be made. The results are given in more detail in Part III,
but Table 89 summarizes the results. The data are provided by the sample
of 1958 matriculations, the analyses of four colleges’ admissions, and evi-
dence submitted by Mr. T. W. H. Holland. The table shows that the
proportion of good degrees (especially of firsts) is much higher for award
holders and especially for scholars.
T No details of awards won by individual schools are given. Mr. G. D. N. Worswick
" has published such details in articles in The Times Educational Supplement, and in the issue

of 4 February 1966 he summarizes his results for 1956—7 to 1959~60 and 1961~2 to
1964~5. See also his letter in the issue of 25 February 1966.
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Table 89. Degree performance by status as scholar, exhibitioner, or commoner

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Source Percentage in
1st class 18t or
2nd class
1958 matriculations (men) Scholars 232 79'4
(one-in-two sample) Exhibitioners 12°2 72°5
All award holders 189 766
Commoners 48 57'6
Number = 1,006 All undergraduates 9'4 639
1958 matriculations (women) Scholars 278 889
(one-in-two sample) Exhibitioners 63 563
All award holders 176 735
Commoners 16 610
Number = 162 All undergraduates 49 635
1962 Class Lists (men and women) Award holders 160 77'3
Commoners 58 607
Number = 1,896 All undergraduates 84 65°0
Balliol admissions 1950-62 Award holders 306 807
Open award holders 337 856
Closed award holders 189 621
Commoners 83 .
Number = 1,018 All undergraduates 16°2 .
Keble admissions 195062 Award holders 9's 774
Commoners 2'6 ..
Number = 1,145 All undergraduates 36 .
Merton graduations 1951-62 Scholars 234 886
Exhibitioners 211 811
All award holders 226 860
Commoners 43 589
Number = 605 All undergraduates 12°1 70°4
Wadham admissions 1950—62 Open award holders 266 826
All award holders 259 80'8
Commoners 60 .
Number = 897 All undergraduates 103 .

SOURCE: 1958 matriculations: Registry.
1962 Class Lists: Holland, T. W. H., Written Evidence, Part IV, p. 93 and Part

X1V, p. 36.

Colleges: the colleges concerned. The data were compiled by Mr. W. A.
Hayward and Mr. J. Muschamp.

Notes

1. Status is that on admission, not that at the time of graduation.
2. The figures for the four colleges include only undergraduates from schools in the

United Kingdom.
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Table 90. Open and closed college entrance awards. Awards made for entry
in 1965-6 to men’s colleges

OXFORD PERCENTAGE
Type of school Open awards Closed awards  All awards
Independent boarding 26°5 451 286
Independent day 113 33 10°4
Direct-grant 187 25'3 19°4
Maintained 42°5 264 407
Overseas o4 — 04
Other 06 — o5

All schools 100°0 100°0 1000
Number 691 or 782

SoURCE: Admissions Office.

199. The entrance awards offered by colleges are of two types: open and
closed. Open awards (which include the great majority of all awards) are
open to any candidate except that many (especially in the men’s colleges)
are offered in particular subjects. Closed awards are subject to conditions
other than subject. The conditions may relate to birth-place, domicile,
father’s profession, and a miscellany of other restrictions, but the most
common condition is that the candidate must have been a pupil of a speci-
fied school or group of schools. Not only is there this wide variety in the
kind of restrictions imposed, but some closed awards are thrown open if no
suitable ‘closed’ candidate appears, while others are not. There is thus
a wide spectrum of closed awards, and the number fluctuates from year
to year. The number of closed awards (including those closed as to
parentage, area, etc., as well as those closed as to school) won by men
candidates for entry in October 1964 was 93; candidates from independent
schools won 49; those from direct-grant schools won 26; and 18 went to
candidates from maintained schools. The men’s colleges offered a total of
about 190 closed awards for entry in October 1965.! But many of these were
either thrown open (and awarded as open awards) or were not awarded,
and only 91 closed scholarships and exhibitions were awarded as such.
Table go shows their distribution.

! Some closed awards are offered only once in every two or three years. Such awards
have been included as one-half or one-third in calculating the total.
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