	APPENDIX 7. Sensitivity analysis excluding studies where only the abstract was accessible. 

	
	ABSTRACTS INCLUDED (Main findings)
	ABSTRACTS EXCLUDED*

	
	Association between Vitamin D deficiency and LBP: excluding Lee KC (2014), Heidari B (2014) and Rkain H (2013)

	
	Pooled OR
	95% CI
	p
	n
	I2
	
	Pooled OR
	95% CI
	p
	n
	I2

	All studies
	1.60
	1.20-2.12
	0.001
	19
	84.9
	
	1.42
	1.05-1.91
	0.023
	16
	80.9

	Females
	1.83
	1.26-2.66
	0.002
	9
	88.4
	
	1.45
	1.04-2.02
	0.028
	7
	83.0

	Males
	1.06
	0.62-1.81
	0.832
	3
	44.9
	
	0.69
	0.35-1.38
	0.298
	2
	0

	Cut-off <20ng/mL
	1.25
	0.89-1.76
	0.191
	13
	83.3
	
	1.05
	0.77-1.43
	0.774
	11
	74.3

	Cut-off <10-12ng/mL
	2.08
	1.19-3.64
	0.010
	7
	77.8
	
	2.21
	0.92-5.28
	0.075
	6
	79.5

	
	Association between serum 25(OH)D and LBP: excluding Heidari (2014) and Hussein K (2013)

	
	Weighted MD
	95% CI
	p
	n
	I2
	
	Weighted MD
	95% CI
	p
	n
	I2

	All studies
	3.86
	0.20-7.52
	0.039
	12
	87.1
	
	2.93
	-1.36-7.21
	0.181
	10
	84.4

	Females
	7.64
	4.02-11.26
	<0.001
	4
	64.6
	
	8.06
	2.07-14.05
	0.008
	3
	74.9


[bookmark: _GoBack]LBP: low back pain; OR: odds ratio; MD: mean difference; CI: confidence interval; n: number of included studies. 
*: a number of analyses are missing from this table because the original pooled results didn’t include any studies where the full-text was not accessible. 
