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disorder wes not the desired kind of parliamentary interest. VWwhat was

desired was an interest thut would be sustained, informed, shared by e

large body of “rs, and directed towards all colonial matters -~ not just
the critical ones,

On the whole, then, iampressionistic generalisations have been of
the ragretting type. DBut they should by no means be accepted without
turther discussion, if only because none of the generalisations quoted
80 far offersany specific comment on the details of the overall scene:
the relative use of various parliamentary procedures, the spending of
parliamentary time, the actual number and party distribution of Members
shoving a special interest in the field., It ies worth noting a few
further opinions bLearing upon these details — though inevitably the
picture will very according to different points of view, and it will
remain difficult to dogmatise,

Firstly, the relative use of different procedures. What emerges
here is a notable contrast between attitudes tovards debates and attitudes
towards yuestions, Particularly in the immediate post-war years, it
vould appear that colonial debates could clear the House as nothing else
could, Ferhaps the most traditional feature of the annual Supply day
debate on the colonies was the expression of disappointment, by those
.resent, at the absence of their colleagues. "The thin attendance this
afternoon" (Kenneth Younger, Labour, 1947); "it amakes me sad to see so
few honourabie Members here" (Max Aitken, Conservative, 1951);21 these
phrases typified the refrain. On this indication at least, the impression-
istic view of parliamentary apathy would appear to be soundly besed.,

To turn to juestions, however, is to discover a completely different
prevailing attitude. (uestions were widely seen as an index of positive
parliamentary enthusiasm, and not only in the fifties but earlier as
well. Younger in 1947 could go on to observe that "the flood of {Juestions
with which the Colonial Secretery is feced every week" showed "the

interest which has been taken since the war in colonial matters." A

21 HCD vol. 441 col. 325 (29 July 1947); Vol. 490 coi. 473 (11 July
1951).













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TABLE I

1947-8 1948-9 1949-50 1950-1 1951-2 1952-3
o 731,262 796,591 863,760 861,865 924,845 977,635
cOV 7,510,500 6,260,000 | 13,303,500 | 19,150,000 | 19,450,000 | 15,000,000
CMES 4,357,459 3,162,906 | 11,212,432 | 18,085,780 | 24,473,597 | 27,034,801
WAPCB | 15,675,000 | 15,044,510 5,001,010 1,000,000 - -—
oFC -— _— — — 3,851,154 1,693,415
MSW 521,300 — -— — —_ —
TOTALS | 28,795,521 | 25,264,007 | 30,380,702 | 39,097,645 | 48,699,596 | 44,705,851

1953-2 1954-5 1955-6 1956-7 1957-8 1958-9 1959-60
co 997,319 1,069,660 1,227,128 1,420,725 1,512,233 1,594,600 1,782,542
covW 17,500,000 | 17,500,000 18,006,000 17,250,000 | 18,250,000 | 19,326,500 | 26,400,000
cs 23,093,236 | 42,495,228 | 29,359,993 | 24,823,516 | 26,414,635 | 28,997,195 | 24,613,110
OFC 1,112,426 309,010 — R - — —
 TOTALS | 42,702,981 6i,373,393 48,587,121 | 43,494,241 | 46,176,868 | 49,918,295 | 52,795,652
























































































