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ABSTRACT 1,

Title: Class conflict and class conscinousness: coal miners
in the Bochum area of the Ruhr 1870-1914

Name: S.H.F. Hickey
College: St. Antony's College
Degree:  D.Phil.

Term: Trinity 1978

The working class in the Ruhr was in the process of formation throughout
this period, with considerable migration into the area from many parts of
Germany and abroad. Mobility was also high within the Ruhr. The result
was that the working class was unsetﬁied and unhomogenous. Divisions
were preserved and strengthened by company housing and by the important
role of denominational organisations within the social and commnity life

of the district.

The experience of work provided a possible basis for working class unity.
Mine work was hard, dangerous and often not particularly well paid. Dis-
content and conflict was expressed through absenteeism, job-changing and
unplanned, spontaneous strikes. The issues were pay, hours and dignity
at work. Solidarity, however, was limited so that strikes generally
ended in defeat and disarray. The only significant concessions came not

from the employers but from the Government.

The labour movement tried to create a stronger basis for class unity

through the creation of strong organisations encompassing the mass of work-
ers. This in turn required the avoidance of contentious and divisive
issues such as religion, and meant that precedence was given to organisa-
tion-building rather than to industrial militancy or political radicalism.
This approach, which was typical of the labour movement in Germany, was thus
in large measure a response to the problems of working class society in the
Ruhr. The labour movement was unsuccessful, however, in its attempt to
overcome working class divisions through the emphasis on organisation: only

Government intervention in the years after 191l offered a way forward.
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Class conflict and class consciousness: coal miners
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Most writing on the labour movement in Germany has concentrated on
ideological and narrowly political history, but has not attempted to study
the history of working people themselves. In consequence, even political
history has been seen as occurring in’a vacuum. This study is concerned
with the history of the "working class" itself, using the term not in the
sense of E.P. Thompson but rather as a categorization of that section of
the population who did manual labour for wages. The ultimate aim is to
understand the history of the labour movement, but it is suggested that
this cannot be done without detailed reference to the history of working

people themselves. The workers studied are the coal miners of the eastern

Ruhr, particularly around Bochum.

The starting place for the social history of Germany in the nineteenth
century is the population explosion and the flight from the land abroad
and to the cities. Population growth and population movement were the
prerequisites for the fundamental so¢ial transformations of industriali-
zation and urbanigation. Nowhere was this more true than the Ruhr:
industrial development was fed by large scale migration of workers into
the area from all parts of Germany and from abroad throughout the cen-
tury. Movement also continued on a large scale within the area. The
result was that "the working class" was composed in the main of newcomers
to the area and to industry; was highly unsettled (hindering the

development of "commmity"); and was in the very process of formation
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throughout this period. Workers had little in common, except the
experience of work itself. They even spoke different languages and

dialects.

Social divisions within the wofking class were preserved within the new
industrial environment in the Ruhr by a number of factors, of which two
of the most influential were housing and religion. The rapid growth
of population put great strains on the housing supply, particularly
since many private builders were reluctant to build speculatively for
the working class market. A severe housing cfisis in the 1880's was
overcome, but the underlying situation remained bad: overcrowding and
high rents were still very serious problems in the 1900!s, Overcrowd-
ing encouraged the spread of disease, and ﬁas thus dangerous as well as
inconvenient; contemporaries, however, were often more concerned about
the moral dangers of overcrowding, and particularly the boarding system
by which éingle workers shared the homes of married colleagues. A
growing number of employers tried to solve the housing problem, which
affected them as well as workers since it prevented them from securing
the workers they needed, by themselves building homes for their employees.

The proportion of mine-workers living in company housing rose dramatically.

Company housing tied workers to their employer and reduced their contacts
with other workers. Typically, company housing was arranged in
physically separate "colonies", in which immigrants from particular places
of origin were sometimes put together. In addition to housing (which was
usually of good quality and cheap) they were sometimes provided with

company stores, cheap food, gardens, medical cover and other benefits.
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All this was dependent on continued work for the employer concerned,

so that the workers were effectively tied to him. Job-changing, which
was generally endemic in the Ruhr, and which was an important means by
which individual miners sought improved wages or conditions, was much

lower amongst inhabitants of company housing.

The Ruhr was traditionally a place of mixed denominations, and this
pattern continued with the large scale immigration of both Catholics

and Protestants. Both Churches felt obliged to take positive steps to
maintain their appeal and relevance to workers. The Catholics were

the first to appeal openly to the concerns of industrial workers, part-
1y because very few employers in the Ruhr were Catholics. Catholic
Workeré' clubs were founded and flourished, usually under the dominance
of the local priest. The Church insisted that their chief function
was defence of the faith: thus despite their work on behalf of workers,
they served to isolate Catholic miners from Protestants and from
"atheistic" social democrats. Catholics were also active in miners:®
trade unions, but again insisted on "Christian" principles which brought
them into conflict with social democrats and contributed to the division

of the trade union movement into "Christian" and "free" organisations.

The Protestants were rmuch less willing to espouse miners! causes, but
fear of the Catholics and social democrats compelled them too to foster
Protestant workers. Protestant workers clubs were founded, designed to
combat "wltramontanism" and "atheistic" social democracy. Trade union-
ism was frowned on until after 1905, when "Christian" (but not social

democratic) unionism was finally approved.
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The denominational organisations provided the framework for much of the
social life of the district, and for the definition of a sense of
"commumnity". This was particularly true of the Poles (Catholic) and
the Masurians (Protestant) whose sense of identity and (in the case of
the Poles) of nationhood was inextricably bound up with their religious
loyaities and organisations. Religion thus helped considerably to
preserve and foster the divisions within the working class.

The factor which did offer the potential to unify the socially and
culturally disparate working class in the Ruhr and to pr;vide a "class
consciousness" (as against commny, denominational or ethnic conscious-
ness) amongst workers was the common experience of work itself. Most
miners went through approximately the same career sﬁructure, so that
divisions of earnings and status normally reflected different ages and
different stages in the career cycle, rather than more fundamental and
permanent divisions into "skilled", "unskilled" etec, Miners worked in

teams, depending on cther members both for their safety and for adequate

wages.,

There were many reasons for discontent. Relations between miners and
overmen were génerally'bad: the latter were thought to use their power
(e.g. to discount inadequately filled trucks) arbitrarily. Mine work
was physically hard and dangerous: explosions were the most dramatic
danger, but falls and other accidents were also very cormon and the
Ruhr was a particularly dangerous mining district within Germany and

Europe. HMHore serious than accidents, however, was the risk of

industrial disease. Unemployment was not a widespread problem after



the slump of the 1870's, but the hours of work provided inexhaustible
grounds for conflict. The growing size and depth of the mines meant
that the traditional 8-hour day became longer and longer in practice,
since it took longer to get to and from the actual coal face. In
addition, the onset of booms led to considerable pressure on the miners

to work more shifts and to work overtime on top of them.

The average wages paid to miners in ‘the Ruhr were higher than those

paid in other parts of Germany. Nevértheless, for many they were still
dangerously low. The average figures concealed considerable variations,
and an individual miner's wage could fluctuate from one month to the next
depending on the nature of the coal seam. Rising wages during booms
were often in large part the result of longer hours rather than higher
rates. The actual standard of living of a miner and his family
depended very largely on the size of his family: one man's wages were
generally not sufficiént to support a wife and several children. And

rising prices eliminated much of the benefit from the long-term upward

trend in wages.

The experience of work in the mines thus provided a number of grounds

for discontent and conflict between miners and employers. This was
expressed in a number of forms. One was simply taking time off. This
was particularly cormmon after week-ends and pay days, and was more wide-
spread during booms than recessions. Nevertheless, miners risked heavy
fines as well as lost wages by staying away from work without permission,
and achieved at best some temporary relief from the rigours of pit work.
Another very important expression of conflict was to seek work elsewhere:

this common practice was in part the result of the sustained demand for



labour in the Ruhr and in part the result of the wage system which
(because of the constantly changing character of the coal seams) relied
on monthly re-negotiations between miners and overmen about the pay of
each team. During these negotiations miners would threaten to leave

and find better paid work elsewhere if the offer was not improved.

Absenteeism and job-changing were important expressions of conflict
between workers and employers. They were, however, generally individual
acts and did not require or imply much unity or cohesion amongst the
miners. Strikes, ih contrast, were by their nature collective acts and
offered no prospect of success unless a high degree of collective -
class - consciousness and solidarity could be achieved. Strikes were
fairly common in the Ruhr pits, occurring like absenteeism and job-
changing mainly during economic booms. Almost all were unplanned and
spontaneous, frequently taking place against the wishes of miners!
official leaders. The issues were virtually always closely related to
the experience of work: higher wages, shorter hours and greater dignity
and involvement for the miner at work were the issues raised, in one
form or another, in most strikes. They reflected the combination of
growing pressure at work, disappointed hopes and reduced fear of
unemployment as economic conditions improved. One particular factor
which led to many strikes was the fact that the wages of younger mine-
workers, paid by the shift rather than on piece-rates, tended to lag
behind those of the hewers, leading to particular frustrations amongst

these youngsters - who in any case had less to lose through a strike

than some of their older colleagues.



On only two occasions did miners'! strikes gain the support of an over-
whelming majority of mine-workers in the Ruhr. Other strikes generally
remained limited to a single mine or group of mines, and sometimes to a
particular group of miners within them. Even in 1889 the peak of
solidarity lasted only a matter of days, and in 1905 it was increasingly
recognized that it could not be sustained for the months which might be
necessary to decisively defeat the employers. The strike willingness
and the solidarity shown on these two occasions by the Ruhr miners was
considerable, but remained insufficieﬁt to actually win real victories.
On other occasions strikes ended in complete defeat and disarra&. What

concessions there were (and they were limited) usually came not from the

employers but from the Government. From the employers came sackings and

reprisals.

"Class conflict" was therefore endemic in the Ruhr, and took a number of
forms, of which strikes were prrticularly significant because of their
collective character. But "class consciousness" was insufficient to turn
these spontaneous and unplanned stoppages into actual victories over the
employers. The challenge to the organised labour movement, therefore,
was to provide some basis for common action which could offer a greater
chance of success. It is against this background that the emphasis
shown by both trade unions and the SPD on the merits of organisation must
be seen. They hoped that by creating a disciplined organisation,
encompassing all or at least the great majority of workers, a solidarity
could be created which would be strong enough to take on the employers on
more equal terms. This required, on the part of the trade union, the

eschewing of political and religious issues, which would immediately
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ensure that large numbers of miners would stay away. In the SPD too,
there was little call for radical policies which were considered likely
only to alienate potential sympathisers. The heavy emphasis on steady
organisational work and the precedence which this took over industrial
militancy or political radicalism within the labour movement was thus

in large measure an attempt to tackle the social and industrial

problems of the area.

The attempt was not, however, succeséful. The denominational divisions
within the working class persisted and‘rendered all attempts to submerge
sectarianism within a common working class organisation nugatory. The
Catholics (and some Protestants) insisted on their own miners! union,

rivalling the "free" union; the decision of the Poles to form their own

union, and the continued existence of the Hirsch-Duncker union meant
that there was a four-way division. Even so, perhaps even more
weakening was the fact that most mineworkers remained outside the unions
entirely. Similarly on the political plane the Centre and National
Liberal parties were able (with support from denominational clubs) to
maintain a successful appeal to large numbers of Catholic and Protestant
workers respectively, thus undermining the SPD's claims to be the
specific party of the workers. The twin defeats of 1912, when a miners!
strike collapsed within days and the SPD lost two Reichstag seats in the
Ruhr, demonstrated clearly the continued weakness of the organised
labour movement in the Ruhr. Only the substantial intervention of the
Government during the war and revolution provided a way forward for the
labour movement from its impasse, but made it in the process dangerously

dependent on political developments at the centre.



Writers have generally stressed those features of working class
society in the Ruhr which promoted class unity and solidarity,
particularly amongst the miners. Here, however, it has been suggested
that the working class in the Ruhr was an unsettled and unhomogenous
entity, characterized by deep divisions and rarely showing effective
solidarity. If this was true of miners, where the conditions for
common feeling and the development of solidarity were in many respects
particularly favourable, it may well also have been true of other
workers in Germany. And if these diﬁsiozis largely explain the
imoortance of organisational work to the labour movement in the Ruhr,

similar factors may lie behind the similar emphasis within the labour

movement in Germany generally.
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INTRODUCTION

This study is concerned with the history of one section of the German
working class at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the
twentieth centuries. Yet in origins and in conception it probably owes
as much or more to recent work on the working class in Britain as to
work on Germany itself. It is therefore appropriate to begin with some

brief corments on recent British historiography in this field.

The single most influential recent study of British social and labour

history is without doubt E.P. Thompson's The Making of the Fnglish

Working Class.2 Here we will be concerned with two particular aspects

of British historiography which appear in and have been furthered by

Thompson'!s monumental study.

The first is the recognition of the importance of what has been called
"history from below".3 Thompson and other recent historians of British
labour have successfully shifted attention away from the more traditional
concern with the history of trade unions, political parties and labour
organisations, towards a prime concern with working people themselves

and their experiences at work, at home, in society and in politics.

1. Tor discussion of the influence of British social history on
historians of nineteenth and early twentieth century Germany, see
R.J. Evans "#ilhelm IT and the Historians" in R.J. Evans (ed) Society
and Politics in Wilhelmine Germany (Iondon,1978); V.R. Berghahn
"Tooking towards Zngland" in The Times Iiterary Supolement 5.11.1976.

2. E.P. Thompson The laking of the English VWorking Class (paperback
edition, Tondon,1968).

3. Evans "Jilhelm II and the Historians".



This in turn has led not only to a considerable enrichment of our
knowledge of the history of British society, but has meant some
re-thinking of basic notions: class conflict has been increasingly
recognised to encompass such relatively inconspicuous but nonetheless
important and endemic forms such as absenteeism, go-slows, job-changing
etc., as well as the more obvious and dramatic forms such as large
strikes, riots, and the building of organisations. It is recognised to
have occurred in a range of settings, including small workshops and the
countryside as well as in advanced factéries. The crucial "turning
points" have been increasingly definéd in economic terms, rather than
institutional. And there has been growing awareness of the importance
of regional, local and sectional differences within the broad national
trends. Despite Eric Hobsbawm'é comment that "the history of the
working class in industrial Britain has only just begun to be written",
the recent literature is now substantial and growing rapidly.1 It is
now generally recognized in the British context that labour history must
concern itself not merely with the history of labour leaders and organisa-

tions: it must attempt to recover and explain the history of ordinary

working class people themselves.

One aim of this study is to apply this perception to the German working

1. E.J. Hobsbawm "Foreword" in J. Foster Class Struggle and the Industrial
Revolution (Iondon, 197L). Further examples of the literature include
E.J. Hobsbaum Iabouring len (paperback edition, Iondon,1968);

G. Stedman Jones Outcast Tondon (paperback edition, Iondon,1976);

M.W. Flinn and T.C. Smout (ed) Essays in Social History (Oxford,197L);
R. Sarmel (ed) Village Tife and Village labour (London, 1975);

R. Sarmel (ed) liners, Quarrymen and Saltworkers (London, 1977).




class and the German labour movement. The history of the German
working class in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, even
more than that of the British, has "only just begun to be written".
Detailed studies are still rare.1 Most recent writing has concentrated
on narrowly "political" events, particularly the history of the ideology

and organisation of the Social Democratic Party (Sozialdemokratische

Partei Deutschlands -~ SPD).2 Relatively little attention has been

given to the mass of workers and their specific situations at work and

in their communitiegz the focus has geﬁerally remained firmly on
activities at the centre of the political stage. Perhaps most surprising
is the extent to which this is true even of regional and local studies of
the labour m.over_nent.3 The result has been that the political events

tend to appear as occurring almost in a vacuum. Ideological and
organisational factors appear to dominate the history of the German labour
movement. The workers themselves in whose name ideologists, propagan-
dists, organisers and leaders of all political shades claimed to speak and

act and on whom they ultimately depended for their support, hardly appear.

1. The most systematic investigation is the series of volumes of
J. Kuczynski Die Geschichte der lace der Arbeiter unter dem Kapitalismu.
(Berlin-Ost). lotable recent contributions to the literature include
E. Tucas Arbeiterradikalisrmms: Zwei Formen von Radikalismus in der
deutschen Arbeiterbewegung (Frankfurt a.M., 1976); K. Tenfelde
Sozialgeschichte der Bergarbeiterschaft an der Ruhr im 19.Jahrhundert

(Bonn-Bad Godesberg, 1977).

2. The literature on this is enormous. Perhaps the main studies are
C.E. Schorske German Social Democracy, 1905-1917 (Harvard,1955);
G.A. Ritter Die Arbeiterbewegung im 'Hlhelminischen Reich (Berlin, 1959)
D. Groh llegative Integration und Revolutionarer Attentisrms (Frankfurt
a.Ve, 1974); J.P. Nettl "The German Social Democratic Party 1890-191L
as a Political lodel in Past and Present No. 35, (1965).

3. Instances would include K.E., loring Die sozialdemokratische Partei in
Bremen (Hannover, 1968); R. Iditzenkirchen Der sozialdemokratische
Verein fiir den Reichstagswahlkreis Dortmuind-HBrde (Dortmund,1970);

J. Reulecke (ed) Arbeiterbewegung an Rhein und Ruhr (ihuppertal, 197h).
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Yet all ultimately depended on them, and without an understanding of the
social, economic and industrial realities experienced by and in part
created by the working class it is impossible to adequately understand

why the history of the labour movement took the form that it did.

This study therefore represents an attempt to write "history from below".
The ultimate focus remains the history of the labour movement - or,
perhaps more accurately, labour movements. But the bulk of the study
is devoted to the examination of the soéial, cultural and industrial
factors which shaped the character and experience of the working'class.
These factors imposed the main parameters within which the labour move-
ment could exist, and the main problems which it faced. It is they

which ultimately explain why its history took the form it did.

A second notable way in which Thompson's writing on the English working
class has influenced subsequent historians has been through his use of

the very term "class". Thompson suggests that class should not be seen
primarily as a sociological and ultimately static instrument of categoriza-

tion, but rather as process:
D

"By class I understand a historical phenomenon, unifying a number of
disparate and seemingly unconnected events, both in the raw material
of experience and in consciousness. I emphasize that it is a
historical phenomenon. I do not see class as a !'structure!, nor
even as a 'category!, but as something which in fact happens (and
can be shown to have happened) in human relationships .... And

class happens when some men, as a result of cormon experiences
(inherited or shared), feel and articulate the identity of their
interests as between themselves, and as against other men whos
interests are different from (and usually opposed to) theirs'.

1. Thompson lMaking of the FEnglish ‘Jorking Class pp.9-10. Thompson has
recently reaffirmed his use of the term in "Eighteenth-century English
society: class struggle without class?" in Social History (Vol. 3,

murber 2, May 1978) pp,. 147-150.
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A "working class", according to this perception, can be said to exist not
when the number of people doing some form of mamual wage labour (however
defined) reaches a certain level, but when class conflict and class
consciousness appear. Thus Hobsbawm suggests:

"For the purposes of the historian .... class and the problem of

class consciousness are inseparable, Class in the full sense only
comes into existence when classes begin to acquire consciousness of

themselves as such". 1
Foster, in his study of 0Oldham, also sees "class" primarily in terms of
class conflict and class consciousness;,
"And looking at Oldham itself there does seem to exist .... the
necessary conditions for class formation: a vanguard group leading

mass struggle and able to use that position to argue for a wider
struggle against the system itself", 2

This emphasis on conflict itself as a crystallizing element in the
development of class self-awareness has proved a useful stirmlus to
historians concerned to recover previously forgotten or ignored

instances of protest at and opposition to various aspects of industrializ-
ing society. It has helped to establish the persistent existence of
class conflict - expressed in many different forms - even at times and in
vlaces where its presence had not previously been noted. Nevertheless,
the approach does have serious drawbacks. Is it sufficient to use the

existence of class conflict and class consciousness as the yardsticks for

1. E.J. Hobsbawm "Class consciousness in history" in I. lleszaros (ed)
Aspects of History and Class Consciousness (Tondon,1971) p.6

2. Foster Class Strugele p.123. In his foreword to the same book,
Hobsbawm comments that "the existence of the working class is
inseparable from its struggles". See also A. Howkins "Edwardian
Iibteralism and Industrial Unrest" in History VWorkshop Journal (Vol.l,

Lutumn 1 977) P-1 500




the existence of class itself? In the case of Thompson this results
in the paradoxical position that the working class was '"made" in its
(for him) most significant respects by the 1830!'s - i.e. at a time when
industrialization was still in its infancy in England., Similarly, it
leads Foster to focus on radical and class-conscious Oldham and to
attribute to it a significance denied to the two towns with which he
compares dit, South Shields and Northampton, which although less radical

were also populated predominantly by workers.

The recovery of the history of working class radicalism and class con-
flict (however defined and expressed) is an important historical task.
There is, however, a separate and at least equally important historical
problem: what was the response of working people generally to the
industrial revolution and to its many consequences? This involves using
terms such as "working people" or "working class" not in terms of their
ideology or self-consciousness, nor even necessarily in terms of their
conflicts with other sections of society, but as in some sense a socio-~
economic section of the population.1 It involves focusing on those
workers who did not show much sign of protest or militancy as well as those
who did; and on those periods when class conflict was relatively dormant
as well as on the times when it was strong. It involves stressing, for
example, that South Shields and Northampton were just as ruch "working

class" towns as Oldham, and that the responses of their inhabitants to

1. This alternative use of the term "class" is described by
E. Hobsbawm as standing for "those broad aggregates of people which
can be classified together by an objective criterion - because they
stand in a similar relationship to the means of production - and
rniore especially the groupings of exploiters and exploited."”
Hobsbawm "Class consciousness and histéry" p.5; see also
E.J. Hobsbawm "From social history to the history of society' in
Flinn and Smout (ed) Essays in Social History p. 15.




the experience of economic and social change were just as significant
of working class attitudes as those of the Oldham radicals. Indeed,
one might suspect that there were several Shields for every Oldham;

and that while the Oldhams may, as Foster suggests, have been of
particular importance in frightening the bourgeoisie, it was in part at
least their very isolation and a-typicality which ultimately allowed

the comprehensive defeat of working class radicalism.

A weakness of the approach to class used by Thompson and others is thus
that it tends to focus attention on instances of class conflict, and
insufficiently on those elements within as well as outside the working
class which modified either its incidence or its implications in terms
of ultimate social change; To assess the historical importance of the
radical tradition it is necessary to place it within the wider context
of working class life and experience in all its diversity. The same
need is just as pressing in the case of Germany. Here too historians
have tended to concern themselves with the radical stream within the
labour movement, to the exclusion of other aspects of working class
history. Uhile many books have been written on, for instance, the SPD,
the Catholic working class movement and the many workers who remained
loyal to explicitly conservative political parties have received little
attention. Even within the history of the socialist labour movement
the generally less radical trade unions, despite their numerical
preponderance and their pre-eminent importance in the context of the
work place, have received only a fraction of the attention devoted the
SPD,  And within the history of the SPD itself, historians have commonly
shown far greater interest in the personalities and policies of the left

than of the party's mainstream: we know far more, for instance, about



the arguably marginal Rosa Luxemburg than about such pre-eminent

figures as August Bebel and Friedrich Ebert.1

By the early twentieth century the characteristic political expression
of both the British and the German working class was one form or another
of "reformism" (although the SPD maintained its revolutionary rhetoric),
marked by the primacy of well organized, non-revolutionary trade unions
and a relatively cautious Parliamentafy party. 1Industrial militancy
remained common, but was only rarely acéompanied by a very marked or
strong political radicalism. A central aim of this study will be to
explore the social and industrial factors behind this "reformist"

~ tradition in Germany. Too frequently it has been presented simoly as
the product of relatively superficial factors - the self-seeking
ambitions of leaders and/or of bureaucracy; the vagaries of the party's
constitution; the unexplained and arparently arbitrary interference of
trade union leaders; or the influence of an undefined "labour aristo-
cracy".2 It will be suggested that the reformist tradition in at least
one area emerged largely out of bitter experience of the realities of
social life and industrial conflict, and was an attempt - although only

partially successful in practice - to face and overcome these problems.

1. Rosa Tuxemburg is chiefly known through the biographies of Nettl and
Fré lich: J.P. Nettl Rosa Tuxemburg (Oxford, 1966); P. Frd lich
Rosa Iuxemburg (Tondon, 1940). No comparable biographies of Bebel
or “bert are available.

2. These issues are discussed in virtually all the studies of the German
labour movement cited. See also G, Flllberth "Zur Genese des
Revisionismus in der deutschen Sozialdemokratie vor 1911" in Das
hrgument (MArz 1971); D. Fricke Zur Organisation und THtickeit der
deutschen Arbeiterbewegung 1890-191) (Teipzig, 1962) pp. T7-15;
particularly influential has been R. Michels Political Parties (New

York, 1959 edition).




The strength of the reformist tradition within the German labour movement
should not be taken as implying that conflict between workers and
employers was not a characteristic of industrial life during the period
under review, Conflict was perennial and expressed itself in various
ways, including job-changing, absenteeism, and strikes. But this
running conflict was relatively rarely transformed into fundamental
political critique of capitalist society, and those who sought to make
such comnections found only minority support amongst the workers. There
was thus a tension between strong and pérsistent "eclass conflict" and
relatively limited and weak political consciouéness and mobilization
along class lines - "class consciousness"., It was out of this and
similarly ambiguous features of the industrial and social experience of
the working class - for example, about the-role of the state - that the

ambiguities of the labour movement grew.

The preéent study of necessity focuses on one particular section of the
German working class. The selection is both by area (the Ruhr, and
particularly the area around Bochum) and by occupation (coal miners).
These 1limits are imposed mainly for practical reasons of time and space,
but also because some other aspects are well covered elsewhere and
because the prime need now is for relatively intensive and detailed
studies of particular groups: until this has been done in a number of
instances it will not be possible to construct satisfactory general

accounts of the working class in Germany.

1. Metal workers in Pochum are discussed perceptively in D. Crew
Industry and Community: the social history of a German towm, 1860-
191y (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Cornell, 1975) chapter V. A study
vhich suffers from attempting too rmch (the history of the working
class in three European countries) on an inadequate base of
detailed knowledge is P.N. Stearns Ilives of labour (Tondon,1975).
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The area studied is mainly Bochum and the surrounding Reichstagswahlkreis

(which included Gelsenkirchen, Herne, 'Wfitten and Hattingen), but informa-
tion from elsewhere in the Ruhr will be drawn on as and when possible and
aporopriate. Bochum has a number of particular claims to attention:

it was not dominated by just one giant company, as was Essen; it com-
bined both long-established and new enterprises, unlike Hamborn; it had
a balanced denominational structure, unlike either the predominantly
Catholic western Ruhr or the predominantly Protestant Dortmund and the
east. Politically, Bochum was fairly equally divided between National
Liberalism, political Catholicism (including Polish nationalism) and

Social Democracy - the latter dominated by the mainstream reformist

tradition.

Miners are cormmonly regarded as a particularly united and cohesive group

in society. Hobsbawm, for instance, observes that: "The habit of
solidarity, which is the foundation of effective trade unionism, takes

time to learn - even vhere, as in coal-mines, it suggests itself naturally".
One recent study of Bochum and the Ruhr contrasts the "occupational
community" which is said to have characterized the miners, with the general
lack of social and occupational cohesiveness amongst metal workers.
Similarly Tenfelde, in the most recent and most substantial study of

miners in the Ruhr, sees "class formation" as the main characteristic of

the nineteenth century period:

1. Hobsbavm T.aebouring len p.9

2, Crew Industry and Commmunity chapter V; D. Crew "Soziale Schichtung
und Fobilit#t in Deutschland im 19, und 20. Jahrhundert" in Geschichte
und Gesellschaft (Heft 1, 1975) pp. 99-120.




- 11 -

"The rebuilding of social organisation on the basis of a capitalist
economy brought a fundamentally new proportionality of social groups
and institutions .... In contrast to the / former/ unity and balance
of the old corpus of estates in mining, to / the miners' / joint
identity as workers and subjects and to their attachment to the
spiritually legitimized ruling powers, the new proportions of the
industrial society destroyed the hierarchical commnications
structure in favour of mobility and freedom of movement; and
introduced in place of the structured world of estates (St@nde) the
division of the mining commnity and the process of antagonistic
social differentiation. For the workers in particular this
development included numerous unifying tendencies, which formed the
precondition for the experience of a common fate and the translation
of cormon interest into active struggle and into representational
bodies". 1

The most important of these "unifying tendencies", suggests Tenfelde, was
the "general experience of industrial and social dominance and repression',

while others included relative material deprivation and a loss of status.

A fundamental question to which this study will address itself, is just
how strong were these unifying factors? How much solidarity was
actually shown by the miners? There is no doubt that Crew is correct
to argue that miners showed appreciably greater social cohesion and
solidarity than metal workers in the Ruhr: but this does not necessarily
mean that they showed much. Similarly, it will be suggested that
Tenfelde stresses the unifying aspects of the miners! experience at the
expense of the deep and continuing divisive elements. The point is not
nerely to shift the emphasis so as to create a more rounded picture of
the miners' society and experience: it will be suggested that the con-
tinuance of strong divisions within the working class was the decisive

factor in shaping the direction of the labour movement; that the heavy

1. Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte pp. 338-339.

2. 1ibid. p. 339.
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stress on organisational growth and on the need for a cautious approach
to industrial conflict, which was characteristic of the miners! leaders
and representatives, was largely the product of the lack of unity and
effective solidarity shown by the miners throughout this period. If
this was true even of miners, amongst whom the conditions for unity and
solidarity were in many respects particularly favourable, it seems
reasonable to suggest that similar factors may also have been influential

among other sections of the German working class.

Four main groups of sources were used for this study: a number of very
] 1

informative contemporary accounts of miners! life and history; local

and regional Government archives, containing a wealth of revorts, press

cuttings etc.; certain private archives - of the Dortmund Handelskammer

(containing those of the former Bochum Handelskammer), of Krupp in

Bochum (containing those of the former Bochumer Verein fiir

Gussstahlfabrikation), of the Bergbau Miseum, and of IG Bergbau und

Fnergie; and finally a range of press sources.

T. Among the most notable of these contemporary accounts are L. Pieper
Die Tage der Bergarbeiter im Ruhrgebiet (Stuttgart and Berlin,1903);
L. Fischer-Eckert Die wirtschaftliche und soziale lage der Frauen in
dem modernen Industrieort Hamborn im Rheinland (Hagen,1913); O. Hue
Die Bergarbeiter (2 vols. Stuttgart, 1910 and 1913); H. Imbusch
Arbeitsverh8ltnis und Arbeiterorganisation im deutschen Bergbau

(Essen, 1908).,
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CHAPTER 1:  THE CREATION OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THE RUHR

The starting point for any analysis of the social transformation of
Germany in the nineteenth century must be the growth of the population.
The growing size of the population was the indispensible precondition
for the economic and social developments which transformed rmuch of
Germany in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and dictated
many of the characteristics of the changes and problems which arose.

In 1820 the lands which later comprised the 1871 German Empire had

some 25 million inhabitants. By the mid-century the figure stood at
3Lk million and in 1871 nearly U1 million. By 1890 the population had
reached almost 50 million, and by 1910 almost 65 million. This increase
- 160 per cent in ninety years - was proportionately slightly less than
that of Great Britain over the same period (190 per cent), but far

higher than that of Italy (83 per cent) or France (30 per cen'b).1

Such a growth in the number of people living in the same area naturally
created severe problems for agriculture, their chief means of support.
The problem took two forms. The most immediate was the simple one of
producing sufficient food for the larger numbers. This did not prove
too difficult, at least in the long run. The output of grain crops in
Germany grew from 123 million quintals per year on average in 18L5-5L to
158 million in 1905-1li; the total value of agricultural output,
expressed in constant (1913) prices, rose from about ;.2 billion marks

to 11.2 billion over the same period.2 In addition there was the

1. Figures from B.R. lMitchell The Fontana Economic Historvy of Europe:
Statistical Appendix 1700-191L (Iondon, 1971) p.1L

20 ibidc ppo19, 330
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possibility of importing food from more efficient or larger scale
producers such as America and Russia, providing, of course, that
sufficient foreign currency could be earned in other ways to pay for it.
The second aspect of the problem - accentuated by the increased
productivity itself - was that agriculture was no longer able to provide

virtually the whole population with a livelihood.

The failure of agriculture to provide the growing population with
sufficient employment was clearly felt first in south-western Germany,
in Baden, ‘irttermberg and the Palatinate. Here partible inheritance
played an important part in reducing peasants' holdings to very small
sizes, with the result that as the population grew increasing numbers
farmed dangeroﬁsly near the subsistence level.1 At times of bad harvest,
as in the disastrous years of 1816 and 1817, there was serious and wide-
spread distress. Tlarge numbers of peasants were forced to leave the
land and seek their fortunes elsewhere. In the lippe-Detmold area it
has been estimeted that the number of individual farmers increased from
5,700 to 7,600 in the period 178l to 1818, while the number of landless
lodgers rose from 3,500 to 8,000.2 Clearly a growing number of these

people were becoming economically marginal and were very vulnerable to

any agricultural crisis.

For many the situvation was worsened by the terms of the emancipation

1. I. Ferenczi "International Migration Statistics'" in W.F. Willcox (ed)
International ligrations (New York, 1929) I p. 116; P. Marschalok
Deutsche Uberseewanderung im 19.Jahrhundert (Stuttgart,1973) p.61.

2, W. Conze "Vom F8bel zum Proletariat" in H,U,., Vehler (ed) loderme
deutsche Sozialgeschichte (K81n,1970) p.116.
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of the peasantry which took place in parts of Germany in the early
nineteenth century. Fiscal taxes or compensation frequently had to be
paid. In areas where partible inheritance was not the rule money had
to be raised to provide an inheritance for younger sons. This meant

borrowing and the piling up of debts, and encouraged peasants to sell

out.

In Mecklenburg and Prussia east of the Elbe the rural scene was

dominated not by small peasant farmers but by large estates. Here the
problem of overpopulation manifested itself differently. In lNecklenburg
the obligation on the local community to provide for the poor relief of
its inhabitants, combined with the political control which the big
estate-owners exercised over their localities, meant_that it was made
extremely difficult for young men to settle and raise a family.

Marriage was dependent on the production of certificate of domicile, and
this could only be provided by the lord. He in turn did his best to keep
down his possible future costs in poor relief by ensuring that only those
with a clear right to live there or who were absolutely essential for the
estate received such a certificate. The pressure was therefore on for
"surplus" people to leave the area.1 In eastern Prussia peasant
emancipation was accompanied by an expansion of agricultural production
which ensured continued employment for the first decades of the century.
Tt was only in the 1860's that the capacity of agriculture to absorb
labour in this area reached an end. In 1868 the Ministry of Commerce
was actively seeking job oprortunities to relieve distress. The 1870!'s
saw the appearance of cheap foreign grain in bulk, and precipitated

rationalization and a large-scale exodus from the land.2

1. Marschalck Deutsche Uberseewanderung p.6l

2, ibid. pp.65-6: Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte v.239
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Agriculture was not the only traditional livelihood which suffered in
the nineteenth century. Traditional cottage industries like spinning
and weaving were hit by the appearance of competition from mechanized
sources, at first from England but later from within Germany i’cself.‘l
Cottage industry was of importance to many agricultural workers and
small-holders who used it to supplement their family's income. The
collapse of one source of income could force them to leave the land
entirely. Nevertheless, it is doubtful whether industry had ever
provided a major source of support for more than a small proportion of
the population, and its difficulties were not therefore as significant

as those of agriculture.

The nineteenth century thus saw a very considerable expansion of the
population in Germany, and a failure of the traditional means of
support - primarily agriculture - to provide employment for them. As
a result millions of people left the land and their homes and moved in
search of work. Many left Germany entirely., In 1817 the Austrian
ambassador in Karlsruhe reported:
"The Grand-Ducal Ministry has hitherto done everything possible to
encourage emigration from this country. This would seem to be due
to over-population and it may be hoped that the removal of so many
families will lead to better conditions .... The Grand-Ducal

authorities soon had their hands full with satisfying the desire to
emigratel, 2

1. Ferenczi "International Migration Statistics" p.117

2. ibid. p.115.
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In 1818 an official in Arnsberg reported:
"In Hesse-Darmstadt the same wandering spirit is said to have
eruptede It is true that invitations from earlier emigrants have
arrived in these parts with fair promises of better conditions in

America; the local authorities, however, see’the main cause of
emigration not in these attractions but in poverty and the recent

severe difficulties in gaining a livelihood". 1

There was substantial emigration from Germany throughout the century.
After rising sharply after the end of the Napoleonic Vars the rate
declined in the 1820's, but then rose again. Bad harvests and

" depression led to large-scale emigration in the 1830!'s, '1j0's and '50's.
Agricultural depression likewise precipitated the peak emigration of
the years 1880-95, After this it fell, and there may have been some
net immigration into Germany in the remaining years before 191L. Over
the period 18L0 to 1910 it has been estimated that Germany lost about
five million emigrants, net of immigrants.2 The loss caused particular
concern since the emigrants came from the rural population who were
often thought to represent the strength and core of the nation.
Bismarck denounced the emigrant, "who discards his country like an old

3

coat; for me /he / is no longer a German".

Not all migrants, however, went abroad. Even larger numbers moved
to new homes within Germany, to industry and the towns. The latter

expanded enormously. In 1850 only four urban areas - Berlin, Hamburg,

1, STAM Oberprésidium 350 Bd.I, cited in W. K81lmann "Germany in the
Age of Industrialization”, in H. Moller (ed) Population Movements
in Modern European History (New York, 196L), p.101.

2. F. Burgddrfer "lMigration across the frontiers of Germany" in Willcox
(ed) International Migrations II p.316; Marschalck Deutsche ”

Uberseewanderung pp.35-37.

3. H.U. Wehler Bismarck und der Imperialismus (K81n,1969) p.157.
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Breslau and Dresden - had over 100,000 inhabitants; in 1871 there were
eight such centres, and by 1910 the number had risen to h8.1 Not all
the migrants succeeded in finding jobs, particularly in the 1870's and
1880's when the depression was at its height, but industry was eventually
able to absorb most of them and from the 1890'9 Germany ceased to be a
net provider of emigrants: "Through the rise of mamfactures....it was
possible to retain in the country those surplus workers from the rural
districts who had furnished most of ‘the emigrants".2 This contrasted
with what was happening in some other parts of Europe: "In contrast to
Ireland....a demographic catastrophe (in éermany) was avoided by

industrialization".3

Migration was thus precipitated 1argé1y'by economic necessity. Unable
to make a living in agriculture, people turned to industry and the towns
in search of better opportunities. In 1871 23.7 per cent of the
population lived in towns of 5,000 or more; by 1910 L8.8 per cent did
so, despite the massive increase in the total size of the population in
the meantime.h Broadly speaking, industry was faced not by a shortage
of labour but by large numbers of people looking for employment. Basing

himself on the emigration figures, labour exchange statistics and literary

1. W, K81lmann "Industrialisierung, Binnenwanderung und 'Soziale Frage'"
in Vierteljahrschiift flir sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte (1959).

2. Burgd8rfer "lMigration" p.3Lh.

3. K81llmann "Germany in the Age of Industrialization" p.102. See also
Conze "Vom P8bel zum Proletariat"; W, K81lmann "Bev8lkerung und
Arbeitskriftepotential in Deutschland 1815-1865" in W. K8llmann
Bevolkerung in der industriellen Revolution (GBttingen, 197h) pp.61-90.

. W. K8llmann "Urbanization in Germany at the height of the industrializa-
tion period" in Journal of Contemporary History (July 1969).
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sources, Desai concludes that, "We have evidence that throughout the
period we are considering £T871-1913:/, labour for industry was
abundant in Germany .... TWhile particular industries (for instance,
sugar and brick-making) suffered shortages of labour and particular
skills were often scarce, this was due to local circumstances and not

to a general labour shortage".1

This vast upheaval must be the startiﬁg point for any analysis of the
social history of nineteenth century Gefmany. Inevitably the conditions
under which industrialization took place deeply effected the character

of its development. To simplify broadly, we would not expect the
material standards offered to a new labour force to be particularly high
when the underlying labour market was characterised by a significant and
continuing labour surplus and at a time when industrialists were seeking
to establish themselves for the first time in the face of strong external
competition. TIndeed the availability of cheap labour was probably a
prerequisite for industrial investment in the early stages of industrializa-
tion, when risks were considerable and profits far from assured. On the
other hand, with a tight labour market and substantial existing investment
in industry we would expect wages and other incentives for labour to rise.
Germany was characterised more by the first than the second condition for
most of the century, although towards the end the situation, as we have

seen, changed, at least as far as the underlying labour market

was concerned.

1. A.V. Desai Real Vages in Germany (Oxford,1968) v.li3. Serious com-
complaints were heard from the 1890's of a labour shortage in the
Upper Silesian coal industry; nevertheless, the industry took on
rmore than twice as many miners between 1900 and 191l as in earlier
decades. L. Schofer The Formation of 2 Modern Labour Force, Urper
Silesia 1865-191k (Berkeley 1975) p.16.
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Beyond these economic effects, the migrations created a new social
environment and unprecedented oroblems in all areas of people's lives.
The failure of agriculture adequately to support the population and the
resultant movements of people from the land resulted in an erosion of

the authority of the traditional social elites associated with it:

the aristocracy, the churches and the traditional state structures.

01d loyalties and methods of social control ceased to be adequate for

the new situation of large masses of people gathered together in towns
and working in industry. New social forces appeared to fill the vacuum -
employers, trade unions, political parties and pressure groups; and with
them uodated manifestations of the older elites - church organisations
and political groups which, while continuing to look back to the past and
to give their allegiance to traditional ideologies, adapted to the new
conditions in their methods, and in so doing helped to further many of

1
the very developments which they sought to obstruct and reverse.

The Ruhr was one important district where the problems associated with
the industrialization process manifested themselves in the later nine-
tecenth century. There had been coal mining in the area for many years,
mainly in the south near the river Ruhr where the coal lay at or near
the surface. Nevertheless, until the mid-nineteenth century Bochum
and the surrounding area was "primarily a farming district", and

exhibited "a quite rural character".2 The development of the mining

1. Exarples might include Bismarck's use of universal suffrage and the
attempts of right wing narties and pressure groups to court mass
suoport in the "filhelmine period; the whole tendency culminated in
the llazi attempt to abolish modern society, using modern society's
weanons. Cf. T.Y. l'ason "The Primacy of Politics" in S.J. ¥oolf (ed)
The Wature of Fascism (Tondon,1968) p.13lL.

2. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1857; A. Heinrichsbauer Industrielle Siedlung
im Ruhrgebiet (Essen,1936) p.7.
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industry changed this and was the main influence on economic develop-
ment in the area. Mining was traditionally closely controlled on a
day-to-day basis by the Prussian state, until the post-18L8 economic

liberalisation led it to relax its grip. The Allgemeine Berggesciz -

of 1865 marked the end of close state involvement in the detailed
running of the industry. Henceforth, although the state kept some
general supervisory functions, effective control was almost entirely
in the hands of the private owners.T " This "freeing" of the industry
was one important spur to expansion. Another important factor was
the advance of mining technology. The richer coal seams in the Ruhr
lie to the north of the river Ruhr itself, indeed, in the Emscher
rather than Ruhr basin, but the further north they lie, the deeper they
are. This made them virtually inaccessible until satisfactory solu-
tions could be found to drainage and ventilation problems. It was
only in the mid-century that deep level mining became possible in the

Ruhr.2 One of the first deep pits in the western Ruhr was Prisident,

just outside Bochum, which opened in 184i1. The 1850's and 1860t's saw
the opening of numerous new pits around Bochum, utilizing the new

technology: Baaker Mulde was sunk in 1855-60, Dahlhauser Tiefbau in

1858, Dannerbaum® in 1859-61, and Hasenwinkel in 1860-—62.Ll

1. H.G. Kirchhoff Die Staatliche Sozialvolitik im Ruhrbergbau (K81n,
1957) chager 1; Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte chapters I and VII.

2. F. Schunder Tradition und Fortschritt (Stuttgart,1959) pp.78ff.

3. On the site of present Opel car plant in Bochum.

L. H. Croon "Studien zur Sozial~- wund Siedlungsgeschichte der Stadt
Bochum" in Busch, Croon & Hahne (ed) Bochum und das mittlere
Ruhrgeliet, (Paderborn, 1965) p.93; 0. Hue Die Bergarbeiter (Stuttgart,
1910/1913) II p.132.
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Despite important cyclical fluctuations the demand for coal maintained
a rapid growth through the nineteenth and early twentieth century.

Production expanded accordingly:

1
Table 1. Coal production in the Ruhr (Oberbergamtsbezirk Dortmund) 1800-1913.

Year No. of mines tput Value of Output No. of miners
(000 tons) (000 marks current)
1800 158 230 1,039 1,5L6
1850 198 1,666 10,385 12,711
1860 281 li, 366 28,055 29,320
1870 220 11,813 67,626 51,391
1880 202 22,159 102,95h 80,152
1890 177 35,L69 282, 1ily2 127,79
1900 167 59,619 508,798 226,90k
1910 165 86,866 89,20k 345,136
1913 167 110,812 1,282,013 39,569

The enormous scale of the Ruhr mining industry expansion is apparent from
these figures. The only index which did not maintain its growth and
which actually declined was that of the number of mines. This was the
result of the increasing size of pits and the increasing concentration of
production in the hands of a relatively small number of companies who
rationalized production, closed the smaller and less economic pits and

concentrated production on the large ones.

1. M.J. Koch Die Bergarbeiterbewegung im Ruhrgebiet zur Zeit Wilhelm IT
(Ditsseldorf, 195l;) p.139. On cyclical fluctuations cf. Tenfelde
Sozialgeschichte pp.191 ff; V. Fischer "Konjunkturen und Krisen im
Ruhrgebiet seit 18L0 und die wirtschaftspolitische Willensbildung der
Unternehmer" in Westf#lische Forschungen Bd. 21 (1968).
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Although the coal industry was the largest, it was not the only growth
industry in the area. The high cost of transporting coal encouraged
coal consuming industries to base themselves nearby. The chief
customer was the iron and steel industry, and several large plants
developed in the second half of the century. In Bochum the major

iron and steel firm was the Bochumer Verein, founded in 1845 by

Jacob Meyver and Eduard Kithne with around fifty workers. IMeyer con-
tinued to provide the technical direction until his death in 1875. The
chief architect of the firm's expansion, however, was Iouis Baare, a
former director of the K8ln-linden Railway, who joined the firm in 185L

and ran it until 1895, when he was succeeded as general director by his

son Fritz. Tike other large companies in the Ruhr, the Bochumer Verein
sought to control as many aspects of its operations as possible, minihg
the coal, making the iron and steel, and shaping some of the products
itself. The company specialized in railway equipment, and such heavy
items as cylinders for hydraulic machines, heavy ships! screws, and bells.
Unlike gggggrat/Essen, the firm was not noted for its military production.

One Cologne newspaper commented on Krupp and the Bochumer Verein: '"Both

firms may look each other in the eye confidently and without envy, and

as Goethe observed with reference to Schiller, the older Essen may say of
the younger Bochum: "The Germans should consider themselves fortunate

to have two such fellows as us'."1 300 men were employed by the

Bochumer Verein in 1855, 2,106 in 1870, 5,641 in 1910 and 7,563 in 1913.2

1. KBlnische Zeitung n.d., quoted in W. Dibritz Bochumer Verein
(Diisseldorf, 193L) ».177.

2. K. Brinkmann Bochum (Bochum, 1968) op.181-18l; Di#britz Bochumer Verein
table 8. These figures refer only to those working in the metal works,
not those in the firm's mines.,
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The Bochumer Verein was the largest company in Bochum, but there were

numerous smaller ones in the town and surrounding area. Most were
involved in engineering or producing goods for the mines, and employed
anything from a dozen to two or three thousand workers in 1913.1 In
1899 the Bochum Chamber of Commerce could comment that the iron and coal
industries "in this district are completely dominant in their economic
significance. They also dominate the activity of the other branches of
industry and commerce and the great mass of the population is directly
or indirectly dependant on their prosperity“.2 Nevertheless, despite
the growth of the metal and engineering industries, the mines continued
to be the largest employers of labour. In 1900 there were estimated to
be 123,000 workers in the Bochum area, and of these 84,500 or 69 per cent
3

were miners; in 1909 the proportion had risen to 72 per cent.

The growth of industry transformed the physical appearance of the area.
"Anyone who knew Bochum, its situation and setting twenty, thirty, forty
or fifty years ago and was to visit her today and look around after a
long absence would hardly know her again", wrote the town's mayor in the
1880's, well before the economic development and the associated changes

were anything like completed.h In 1903 another observer described the

1., StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1913.
2. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1898/9 p.17.

3. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1909 p.31. The area covered is that of the
Bochum Chamber of Cormerce, including Bochum, Gelsenkirchen, Witten,

Herne and Hattingen.

i, lange "Die ‘ohmungsverhdltnisse der #rmeren Volksklassen in Bochum" in
Schriften des Vereins f#ir Socialvolitik Bd.XXX (Leipzig 1886) p.73.
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new industrial landscape:

"Virtually the entire Ruhr mining district between Oberhausen and
Dortmund, Duisburg, Hattingen and Recklinghausen, already has the
aopearance of a continuous giant city, its individual parts
linked by a thick network of electric trams, state railways and
spurs to individual mines, vibrating above and below ground with
the most vigorous industrial and mining activity, and teeming
with a giant army of workers. It is the main artery and workshop
of the German coal and iron industry. Everything lives from and
for these two products and everything is touched by them.  Vhere-
ever one looks there are winding towers and the broad outlines of
waste-tips, chimneys and smoking furnaces. The whole scene is
enveloped and covered by a misty, gassy, dusty, dirty veil which
often scarcely allows the blue sky to be seen and which falls on
the rows of houses, churches etc., as a coating of dirt". 1

Small semi-rural towvns became industrial cities, and rural hamlets
became centres of mining or industry. Even where industry did not
settle in the immediate neighbourhood the side effects were still felt.

The pastor of Harpen, a village just east of Bochum, described the

transformation of his village:

"When the Harpen Gesellschaft started with the workings, people in
the parish of Harpen dreamt of a golden economic future and a great
development of the village. Unfortunately this did not occur.
Even in the vicarage one could hear the miners below in the earth
firing the coal free., But apart from the old Karoline shaft, no
great mining establishment ensued. Instead, as by a frost in a
spring night, the aspirations of the parish were dashed. The
lovely water meadows in the Wieschermithlenbach became boggy, the
growth of the trees suffered, nature receded, the potatoes no longer
thrived, the songbirds became fewer and the vermin more numerous.
A lovely and entirely rural parish with pure air became a country
industrial parish. But the worst was that throughout Harpen, the

- wells, springs and ponds dried up. A court action for compensation,
brought by the church, was lost. Harpen had the disadvantages but
not the advantages of industry ....". 2

1. 1. Pieper Die lage der Bergarbeiter im Ruhrgebiet (Stuttgart and
Berlin, 1903) p.21hl.

2., Pfarrer leich Harven und Harpener Bergbau (Bochum, 1937) p.11.
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The general population increase and "surplus" in Germany thus coincided
with the industrialisation of the Ruhr and a great increase in demand
for labour in that area. Some of the demand was met, particularly in
the early years of industrialisation, by seasonal migrations in search
of work. 1In the 1850's many factory workers apparently only worked
during the summer months and then returned home for the winter. The
building trade remained largely seasonal in character, due mostly to the
difficulties of construction work dﬁring the winter months: 1in the
winter of 190k union activity amongst building workers was reported to
be spreading from Bochum to Hesse, Eichfeld and the Paderborn area |
"because the building workers here mostly have their homes in those
parts".2 Nevertheless, such seasonal migration played only a small
part in the overall increase of the work force in the Ruhr. Much'more
important was the general increase of the population of the area, partly
through natural growth but more crucially through permanent or semi-

permanent migration to the area.

In the first half of the nineteenth century the population of the Rhine-
land and Westphalia hardly increased faster than that of Germany as a
vhole; but between 1880 and 1910 their populations rose by 75 and 102 per

cent respectively, whilst that of Germany rose by only Ll per cent.3

1. D#britz Bochumer Verein p.86.

2. STAM, RA I 96, Stadt Bochum to RPA 10.10.190L.

3. W. K8llmann "Die BevBlkerung Rheinland-Westfalens in der
Hochindustrialisierungsperiode" Vierteljahrschrift fliir Sozial -
und Wirtschaftsgeschichte (1971); N.J.G. Pounds The Ruhr (London,
1952) p.89.
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In the industrial areas themselves the expansion was even more dramatic.
The population of Bochum and the surrounding Tandkreis rose from under
19,000 in 1855 to nearly 82,000 in 1880 and 256,000 in 1910 - an
increase of 335 per cent in 1855-80 and 21L per cent in 1880—1910.1
Despite the lower rate of increase after 1880 the bulk of the total
expansion occurred in the later period, If we break the figures down
further, we find that nost of the increase came not in the Bochum old
town (Altstadt) but in the surrounding suburbs and villages. Between
1880 and 1910 the Altstadt grew by 129‘per cent, while the four suburbs

which were incorporated into the town in 190l grew by 343 per cent and

the surrounding ILandkreis by 216 per cent.

Table 2, Pooulation of Bochum Stadt and Tandkreis 1880--1910.1

1880 1910 Increase
Altstadt 33,440 76,150 129 per cent
190); suburbs 13,678 60,326 /W3 wooom
Remaining Landkreis 34,408 118,963 26
Total 81,526 255,879 21) 1

It is clear that the expansion of the town was not at the expense of the
irmediately surrounding countryside. In 1880 some Ul per cent of the
total population lived in the Altstadt, but by 1910 the proportion had
drooped to 25 per cent., Even taking the post-190L town boundaries, the

proportion living in the town dropped from 58 per cent in 1880 to Sh per

1. Population figures from: StAB, lMagistrats-Berichte; WA, K2 359;
Statistisches Jahrbuch fiir den Preussischen Staat (Berlin, 1898)
Bd. 3; Croon "Studien" p. 95. The area of the landkreis changed
considerably duvring this period. To compare like with like
Gemeindenwhich no longer figure in 1910 have been excluded through-
out. The four Gemeindenincorporated into the towm in 190L were
Hamme, Hofstede, Grurme and 'iemelhausen.
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cent thirty years later. The population was thus becoming less
concentrated on the town of Bochum and more on the surrounding villages.
This was a reflection of the importance of the mines in providing jobs:

only one pit - Prlsident - was situated in close proximity to the town

itself.

Some of the population growth came from indigenous causes. The annual
birth rate in Bochum reached over 60 per thousand in the mid-1870's, and
although it fell to under 50 per thousand by 1882, it was not until 1911
that it fell below LO per thousand. The death rate was considerably
lower: between 1875 and 1886 it fluctuated between 35 and 28 per thousand;
between 1887 and 1903 it was between 29 and 21 per thousand; between 1905
'and 1912 the figure lay between 20 and 15 per thousand.‘l There was
therefore a constant excess of births over deaths., The surplus in Bochum
and other neighbouring Ruhr towns was greater proportionally than that

of Germany as a wholes

Table 3. Surplus of births over deaths, per thousand inhabitants 2

Germany Bochum Essen Dortmund Witten  Gelsenkirchen

1865-67 9.3 7.1 9.6 18.0 19.1 -
1868-71 9.0 10.8 19.7 16,9 16,2 -
1872-75 12,1 26,6 28.3 18,9 - -
1876-80 13,2 26.0 20,6 2243 21.h -
1881 -85 11.3 21.6 17.3 19.8 19.h -
1886-90 12.1 19.5 18.1 18.3 16,2 2h.5
1891-95 13,0 20.3 20.6 20.0 15.9 25.8
1896-1900 1.8 17.9 22.3 21.9 16.7 22.3
1901 -05 1h.ly 20,3 27.9 22,2 16.3 33.9

1, StAB, Magistrats-Berichte.

2. P. ¥Wiel Wirtschaftsgeschichte des Ruhrgebietes (Essen 1970) P.l7. For
a discussion of particular factors effecting fertility and pooulation
in the coal mining districts of England and VWales, see D. Friedlander
"Demographic ratterns and Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Coal
mining population in England and Yales in the Nineteenth century"” in
Feonomic Development and Cultural Change Vol.22 (1973-7k) pp.39-51.
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These births and deaths do not, however, tell anything like the full

story of the population increase in the Ruhr. e have already noted

that vast mumbers of people in nineteenth century Germany were moving
in search of new opportunities, either elsewhere in the country or

abroad. Internally, the Ruhr was one of the main areas to which they

moveds  Some came from nearby and some from far afield. In Bochum

in the 1890's and 1900's the new arrivals numbered in the region of

~

250 per thousand population each year. The size of the net increase

depended not only on the numbers arriving but also on the numbers
devarting - many of the latter themselves recent immigrants. Table L

compares the annual surplus of live births over deaths with the surplus

of arrivals over departures in Bochum in these years:

Table Iy MNatural increase and migrant surolus in Bochum

per thousand inhabitants 1693-1912 1
Year Natural Migrant Year Natural Migrant

increase balance increase balance
1893 12.9 51 1903 18.9 36.0
189 2242 1.1 1901 - -
1895 19.4 - 3.8 1905 23.5 -
1896 1762 27.1 1906 2lie1 23.0
1897 19.7 0.3 1907 26,7 39.0
1898 18.1 30.0 1908 25.9 15.2
1899 17.1 7.6 1909 25.1 -2.8
1900 15.3 Thoh 1910 2Ll 77.6
1901 17.2 12,9 1911 20.7 22,1
1902 19.0 15.0 1912 20.4 177

Zven a comparison such as this does not fully illustrate the impact of

migration.

1. Statistisches Jahrbuch deutscher Stddte (Breslau)

The fact that migrants tended to be younger people of
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childbearing age itself played a role in increasing the birth rate.
Had Bochum's population of 1880 grown at the national rate, the increase
by 1910 would have been about 36,000 rather than the actual 17k,000.
This rather crude comparison indicates the scale of the contribution of
immigration to population growth, since it takes into account the
migrants' children born in the new home, IMigrants formed an actual
majority of the population in this period. Even in 1671 only five out
of 22 Bochum Gemeindenhad more natives than immigrants, and only one
third of the inhabitants of the town itself were born there.1 In 1907
over 63 per cent of Bochum'!s population were immigrants - a higher
proportion than in some other Ruhr cities: in Gelsenkirchen the figure
was 61 per cent, in Dortmund 58 per cent. In the western Ruhr the

proportion dropped to 53 in Essen and 51 per cent in Duisburg. The

proportion of immigrants was even higher in the surrounding Landkreise
than in the cities themselves. As K811lmann comments: "The decisive

element in the formation of the population of the large cities was

immigration'.

A great many of these immigrants came to escape the bad conditions in

their homelands. This "negative" motivation may have been of

1. Croon "Studien" p.122. The figure is misguoted in R.T. Jackson
"Mining settlements in VWestern Europe" in R.P. Beckindale and
J.M. Houston (ed) Urbanization and its Problems (Oxford, 1968) p.1L8.
See also G. Kliss Die Wanderung der Ostoreussen nach Bochum
(unpublished Seminararbeit Bochum, 1971) p.5.

2., W. IB1lmann "Binnenwanderung und Bev8lkerungsstrukturen der
Ruhrgrossstddte in Soziale Welt (Bd.9, 1958) p.220; TestfAlischer
Verein zur F8rderung des Kleimwohnungswesens Ergebnisse der
Vohmungsaufnahme in westfilischen Stidten vom 1.Dec.1905 (ldinster

1907 and 1909) II pp. 10-11.




particular importance for those who came from far away parts of Germany
such as East and West Prussia and Posen. One observer commented:

"The cause of their mass migration to the west is to be found in
the bad economic and social position in which they find themselves
at home. The critical relations east of the Elbe make it
explicable that the Poles find earnings in the west extremely high
and enticing, and that they move in large numbers there". 1

But despite such motivation, the expansion of the mines and industry in
the Ruhr was so rapid that the demand for labour could not always be met.
Employers therefore sometimes resorteé"to recruiting campaigns for yet
more labour. Early attempts to attract workers in Upper Silesia to the

Ruhr were made in the boom years of the early 1870's and the practice

2

became common from the late 1880's, In 1896 advertisements were placed

in the Zwickauer Tochenblatt promising wages of up to six marks per shift

at the General Blumenthal pit near Recklinghausen, when in reality the

average wage for hewers was only M3,80. The mine denied, however, that
the advertisement had been placed with their agreement or that it
produced many applicants for jobs.3 Others emphasized not Jjust the
wages which could be earned in the west but also the housing and other
facilities offered by the potential employer.h Such recruiting

carpaigns sometimes led to discontent and even violence when the

imnigrants found the reality of the Ruhr less attractive than they had
5

been led to expect.

1. Pieper lage der Bergarbeiter p.16.

2., Schofer Formation of a modern labor force pp.73-T77.

3, STA, Oberbergamt Dortmund 1400,

i, See chapter 2 below.

5. STAM, Oberbergamt Dortmund 1840, Arbeiter Zeitung 15.1.1910.
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The overall immigration figures understate the importance of migration
for the working class, since the proportion of migrants was higher
amongst workers than amongst the population at large. In 1907 some
63 per cent of Bochum's population were immigrants and 2L ver cent had
come long distances (i.e. from beyond the Rhineland and Westphalia).
Amongst the workers in almost all the chief occupational groups the

proportions were far higher:

1
Table 5 1Iigrants as proportion of manual workers, Bochum 1907.

Trmmicrants Long distance immigrants

(%) ()

Workers in occupational group:
Stone and earth 98 8l
Mining 8Ly - 37
Building 83 50
Transoort 82 3N
Food 77 19
Engineering 71 Lo
Metals 69 12
lood 68 36
Cormerce 61 20
Average for total population: 63 2l

It is clear that when we speak of the working class in Bochum and the
Ruhr at this time we are speaking of a new phenomenon, composed over-
whelmingly of people who had moved to a new home, freguently over long

distances, in search of work.

e may at this point consider a rmumber of important features of the new
working class which had an important impact on reactions to the new and

dynanic environment in which it found itself.

1, Statistik des deutschen Reiches (Berlin) Bd.210 II p.19l ff,
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In the first place, workems formed - at least in mmerical terms - the
the dominant class in the Ruhr. Tn 1907 some 76 per cent of the
economically active population of Bochum were classified as marmal
workers (Arbeiter); in Dortmund the proportion was almost the same at

7\ per cent.1 Tn the mining villages of the landkreis the proportion

was even higher: "It is in the nature of coal mining that there is,

even today, little if any middle class employment".2 Moreover, the
chances of social mobility out of the manual working class were slim:
from a sample of Bochum manual workers of 1880 who were still in the
town ten years later, only 8 per cent had managed to move into non-

mamal work; by 1901 fewer than 18 per cent of those who were still
there had moved into non-manual work; amongst miners the proportions

were even lower.

The Ruhr was thus an overwhelmingly working class society. But this
vorking class was far from homoge@?us. The natives were sometimes very
hostile to new immigrants, particularly when the latter had a different
language and culture. In 1881 the Bochum Chamber of Commerce reported
that the increase in "bodily injuries, moral offences, cases of resistance
to state authority and in general actions and crimes sterming from rough
dispositions, was vndoubtedly a consequence of the renewed influx of many

dubious elements into our district".h' e will see in the next chapter

1. Statistik des deutschen Reiches Bd.207 p.152; Td#bzenkirchen Der
sozialdemokratische Verein p.122. See also I.D. Uolcke Die
twioklunz der Bochumer Innenstadt (Kiel, 1968) pp.143-1L5.

o, Jackson Mining Settlements p. 157.

3, Crew Industry and Cormmunity po. 213, 217.

l,. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1881,
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how housing patterns helped to reinforce social and cultural divisions,
particularly between natives and immigrantse. But even the newcomers
themselves were far from united. Most came from the Rhineland or
Westphalia, but a substantial minority (2L per cent of the entire
population of Bochum in 1907) came from further afield. Half of these
came from the north east provinces of East and West Prussia and Posen,
11 per cent from Hessen and Waldeck, and a third from other parts of
Germany. Six per cent came from abraad, chiefly from Austria, the
Netherlands and Italy. It was estimated that over 20 "languages and

idioms" were spoken in the Ruhr.1

The most distinctive single group of immigrants was the Poles.

Because of the pértition of the historical kingdom of Poland they were
not classified as a distinct national group: most of those in the Ruhr
were German citizens. Consequently there are no exact figures for the
number of Poles in the area, The usual index used is the mumber of
Polish speakers, although this creates problems since it includes
Masurians who, although generally Polish speaking, were Protestant and
strongly anti-Polish and pro-German in outlook; it could also include
those with two languages. Different censuses give very different

results.2 However, according to the official Prussian statistics while

1, K8llmann "Binnenwanderung und Bevolkerungsstrulkcturen" p.220;
Statistisches Jahrbuch deutscher StHdte Bd.11; StAB, Li81, RPA to
linister des Tnnern 28.11,1907.

2. The statistical problems and the different figures are discussed by
H.U. Jehler "Die Polen im Ruhrgebiet" in H.U., Wehler (ed) l'oderne
deutsche Sozialgeschichte (K81n, 1970) pp.h37-L55.
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there were only 16 Polish speakers in the Rhineland and Westphalia in
1861, the number had grown to over 33,000 by 1890, and reached 131,000
in 1900 and 279,000 in 1910.1 In the town of Bochum it was estimated
that Polish speakers formed two per cent of the population in 1890 and

nearly five per cent in 1910; the proportion in the Landkreis in the

latter year was said to be nine per cen.t.2 According, hovever, to the
biennial census carried out in Westphalia from 1902 - a census which

consistently produced higher figures than the normal Prussian census -
from 190 onwards Polish speakers formed around a fifth of the popula-

tion of the Landkreis. Of these Polish speakers around two in five

3

were Masurians.

VWhatever the precise numbers, the impact of these immigrants was con-

siderable. One observer noted that all the major shops displayed a

sign: "Ustaja polski'. - Polish spoken here.h Like other groups of

immigrants to the Ruhr, the Poles tended to live and marry with others
from their homeland. It was revorted that the Poles in the south
Bochum district "almost all teach their children to read and write

5

Polish. They stay more and more together and avoid everything German'.

Polish social clubs proliferated and there were Polish shops, banks,

1. ibid. p.ll1,

2. R.T. Schnadt Bochum. Uirtschaftsstruktur und Verflechtung einer
Grossstadt des Ruhrgebietes (Bochum, 1936) p.13

3. Kliss Wanderung der Ostoreussen p.9. See also Wehler "Polen" p.Lli2;
Croon "Studien" p.99.

li. Pieper lage der Bergarbeiter p.2ll.

5., StAB, 182, Amt Bochum IT to KLB 13.8.191li; Croon "Studien" p.95.
In 1900 fewer than a quarter of migrant miners marrying in Bochum
married local women; the proportion was higher among skilled metal-
workers. Crew Industry and Community p.291.
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building societies etc. These isolationist tendencies were vigorously
encouraged by the Polish nationalists, who became an increasingly powver-
ful political and cultural force. In 1898 the nationalist paper urged:

"Polish parents! Teach your children to speak, read and write
Polishl He who allows his offspring to become German is no Pole".

In the following year Poles were warned of the dangers of marrying non-
Poles, and urged to reflect on the exemplary princess landa of Cracow
who had killed herself rather than marry a German prince.2 Not
surprisingly, the Poles tended to concentrate in certain geographical
localities: in 1899 Horsthausen (by Herne) was described as
"predominantly populated by Poles", and in 1910 areas such as Bergen
and Gerthe (both to the north of Bochum) had well above the average
number of Poles, while (uerenburg (to the south) and Harpen (to the
east) had very few.3 The concentrations were often around particular
pits: even in 1899, before the largest influx of Poles into the Ruhr,
it was claimed that "mineteen pits can practically be described as
Polish mines, since more than half of their workers are Poles or
German-Poles”.LL liost of these were north of the older Ruhr towns such
as Bochum: four for example were in the Gelsenkirchen area, four near
Herne and three near Recklinghausen; one, however, was south of Bochum -

Dannenbaum, where over 70 per cent of the workers were thought to be

Polish speakers,

1. THarus Polski L.1.1898, quoted in Westf#lische fllgemeine Zeitung
30.5'.1972.

2. StAB, L50, YHarus Polski 15.7.1899.

3. Croon "Studien" p.99.

i, Piever lage der Bergarbeiter p.20. See also W. Brepohl Der Aufbau
des Ruhrvolkes in Zuge der Cst-West-Wanderung (Recklinghausen, 1918)

pp. 2LL-2L5,
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Marked ethnic and cultural differences were one characteristic of the
newly forming working class in the Ruhr: the differences and their
effects will be discussed further in later chapters. Another feature
was the sharp distinction between the roles of men and women. The
mines and factories offered excellent job opportunities to men and
youths, but the overwhelming importance of heavy industry meant that
there were few comparable opportunities for women. Bochum had had
small textile and silk industries which had offered paid work to women,
but both industries declined in the 1870's and 1880's. Cheap
competition and lack of sufficiént modernization led to the Bochum
Chamber of Commerce's comment in 1878: "The manufacture of cloth has
been in steady decline for a number of years in our district, so that
one can scarcely speak of ifs manufacture now“.1 The silk industry
survived a little longer and offered some female employment.  Silk
weaving was still done at home in the 1870!'s and although demand
fluctuated suddenly in response to changes in fashion the industry
appeared to have a viable future. TIn 1881 the Chamber of Commerce

reported:

"Factory activity in silk products was steady during 1881 and the
number of looms increased in the various districts. It was
particularly remarkable that in the mining areas many young people
registered as weavers'! aoprentices, hoping to be able to earn
before their sixteenth year. We can only welcome the fact that
the textile industry is spreading in the mining districts since
although it at first competes in the labour markets it offers to
many girls, the daughters of miners and foundry workers, the
possibility of raising their parents! family income through their
earnings and thereby their general standard of living. The
number of women and girls working at weaving - at first mostly on
the preparatory work - is already several hundred in our district,
and will certainly develop further from these beginnings". 2

1. WA, HEKB Jahresbericht 1878 p.29

2. ibid. 1881.
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These hopes were soon dashed. Changes in fashion combined with grow-
ing competition meant that by the end of 1882 many weavers were with-
out work. By the mid-1880's steam power was effectively ending all

domestic silk weaving.1

The 1907 census clearly demonstrated the lack of jobs for women. In

Bochum 45,993 people were classified as economically active (erwerbstitig)

~

on a full-time basis in agriculture, industry, cormerce, domestic
service, public service and the professions. Of these 1,0,6l) (88 per
cent) were men and only 5,3L9 (12 per cent) were women. The proportion
of women was even lower if one looks just at those people classified as
mamual workers (Arbeiter) in agriculture, industry and commerce and those
in domestic service: of 35,35l such persons 31,791 (90 per cent) were
men and 3,563 (10 per cent) were women.2 Moreover, of those women who
did have paid employment very few were engaged in the main industries

of the area. Only five women in Bochum were employed in the mining
industry, compared to nearly 15,000 men; and seven women were active in

foundry work (Eisengiesserel) as against 2,556 men. Very few women

worked in the various metal trades classified in the census. The trade
which provided the most female employment was cormerce, in which 1,283
women worked full-time in 1907: most of them probably as shop assistants.
Some 882 women had full-time employment in domestic service in Bochumj

500 were neédlewomen, probabiy working for the most part at home; 122

1. 4ibid. 1882, 1886.

2., Statistik des deutschen Reiches Bd.207 p.152.
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were in the clothing industry - again many probably working at home.
Then came inns (36l employed full-time), health services (3l6), and

education (281).1

Nor was the position much better with regard to part-time jobs. Ho
women were employed on a part-time basis in the mining or metal
industries. The only substantial part-time employer of women was
agriculture: 1,276 women in Bochum were classified as working part-
time in this sector in 1907; it is not clear what activities were
covered by this heading, but it probably included a substantial number
of small plots and allotments. Apart from this the only significant
part-time employment for women was in inns (166 women) and commerce (160).
In the areas outside the town the position was even more bleak: of |
1:0,957 people employed full-time in agriculture, industry, commerce,
domestic service and the professions only 2,776 (seven per cent) were

women, and of these the largest single group were in agriculture.

“Jomen in paid employment thus formed a small minority both of the labour
force and of all women. The bulk of employed women - apart perhaps from
those in "agriculture" - appear to have been girls who worked for a short
while before marriage, but ceased on marriage or soon after. The
absence of interesting or well-paid employment also encouraged early

marriages.3 Women played a vital part in the life of the area, but it was

1., ibid. Bd.209 pv.329-332.

2. ibid.

3, IZF, Arbeiter Zeitung 30.6.191L; Pieper Tage der Fergarbeiter p.225.
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overvhelmingly within their families and not in paid employment.
Housekeeping for a miner's family (which often included one or more
lodgers) was an arduous task: in addition to the usual difficulties

of budgeting on a limited income, especially when the family was large,
the work was particularly unrelenting: the mines operated with two main
shifts (normally 6,00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. and 2.00 p.m. to 10 p.m.) and a
small night shift; if, as was common, the men in the house worked
different shifts, someone would be éetting off for work and returning,
tired and hungry, at all hours of day.and night; their patterns were
different again from those of the children.1 But despite the importance
of women's work in the family, few women provided a source of income to
the family, unless they took lodgers or worked at the family's allotment:
there was normally no safety-net of female earnings such as existed in
such diverse areas as contemporary london or the Oxfordshire countryside;
the general lack even of experience of domestic service meant that miners!
wives in the Ruhr were less able to help out their families in times of
need by teking in washing or ironing or by doing cleaning than were the
women in more stable and long-established towns such as Remscheid.2
Miners! families depended for their actual income almost entirely on the

earnings of husband, sons and lodgers.

The process end nature of industrialization in the Ruhr thus produced

1. The position of working class women in the Ruhr is excellently discussed
in Fischer-Eckert lLage der Frauen. See also Tucas Arbeiterradikalismus
pp.57-70; N. Dennis, F. Henriques and C. Slaughter Coal is our life
(London, 1969 edition) chapter V; D. Douglass "The Durham Pitman" in
Sarmel (ed) Miners, Quarrymen and Saltworkers p.267.

2. For Fnglish examples of the vital role of womens' earnings in the working
class family economy, see A.S. Jasper A. Hoxton Childhood (London, 1371);
R. Samuel "Quarry Roughs" in Samuel (ed) Villace Life and labour p.181;
for the contrast between Remscheid and the Ruhr, see Lucas

Arbeiterradikalismus pp. 6Lh-65.
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a numerically dominant but unhomogeneous working class, and a society

in which there was sharp differentiation between the economic and social
roles of the two sexes. It was also a highly unsettled and geographically
mobile society. An important element in the liberalization of the law

on the mining industry and the withdrawal of detailed state control in

the 1850's and 1860's was the removal of earlier restrictions on the
freedom of employees to change their place of employment; the merger

of the various miners' social and insurance organisations - the

Knappschaften - also reduced the impediments to movemen‘o.‘I Many of the

immigrants, having once uprooted themselves from their homes were not
readily inclined to settle down. They had come with the sole aim of
malcing money and had no ties with the place in which they found them-
selves, lMany sent much of their pay back home (so that the post offices
were said to be full after pay days) and saw their spell in the Ruhr
merely as a means of saving enough to buy a farm or small business back
home: it was reported that the Poles, "almost without exception return
home as soon as they have accumulated a substantial sum of money."2 An
example was one Antoni Podeszwa, born in Upver Silesia, who in 1889
followed his six brothers to the Ruhr in search of work; after 17 years,
in which he had been active in the Polish miners! union, he returned home

in 1906 with L,000 marks savings and set himself up as a farmer.3 Such

1. The three Ruhr Knaposchaften finally merged in 1890. Tenfelde
Sozialgeschichte pp.177-191, 282-291; Schofer Formation of a modern
labor force pp.79ff. On the establishment of the labour market in
the Ruhr, see K. Tenfelde "Arbeiterschaft, Arbeitsmarkt und
Kommunikationsstrukturen im Ruhrgebiet in den 50er Jahren des 19
Jahrhunderts" in Archiv fiir Sozialgeschichte Bd.16 (1976) pp.30-38.

2. StAB, L50, Amt Rochum I to KILB 27.7.1899; Pieper Jage der Rergarbeiter
pp. 2h6-2L7.

3, Schofer Formation of a modern labor force p.52.
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success was orobably rare, but it illustrates a widely held aim. Hany
families, even after living for some time in the area, still felt
uorooted and looked forward to the day when they could return "home'.

Some workers indeed migrated on a seasonal basis, or just for a few

years prior to marriage.

One effect of this rootlessness was that it was not psychologically

~

difficult to move from one job to another, or from one town or village
to another, if there was a prospect of better pay or conditions. The
almost constant demand for new labour in the region meant that the
opovortunities for movement were there and were frequently just as
appealing to those already in the Ruhr as to those outside. e find,
therefore, that not only was there large scale migration to the area
from outside, tut that there was very considerable movement within the
Ruhr itself. In almost every year between 1893 and 1912 the registered

new arrivals in Bochum numbered between 20 and 30 per cent of the town's

existing population, while the registered devartures were nearly as

numerous.,

1. Fischer-Eckert lage der Frauen pp.83 ff.; H. Iinde "Die soziale
Problematik der masurischen Agrargesellschaft und die masurische
Einwanderung in das Emscherrevier" in Vehler (ed) lioderne deutsche

Sozialgeschichte p. L69.

2. Statistisches Jahrbuch Deutscher StHdte (1893-191)). Crew
found that from a sample of miners in Bochum in 1880 only 39 per cent
were still in the town ten years later, and 19 percent in 1901,
Langewiesche has stressed that migration was not simply a one-way
process from country to toim, but involved considerable movements of
people from towms to the countryside and from one town to others.
Crew Industrv and Community p.217; D. Tangewiesche “anderungsbeweg
-ungen in der Hochindustrialisierungsperiode. Regionale, interstddtische
liobilitdt in Deutschland 1880-191h" in Vierteljahr schrift flir Sozial-

vnd Wirtschaftsgeschichte Bd.6h (1977) p.18.
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Most of the new arrivals, in other words, moved on from Bochum after a

short or long sojourn in the town.

Targe grouvs sometimes made these moves together. In 1905 the

Deutscher Kaiser mine near Oberhausen sought to recruit men in

Jangendreer, outside Bochum, partly because the mine's manager had

formerly worked at Meu Iserlohn, one of the pits near Tangendreer.

Average earnings for hewers in the Ruhr generally stood at 111.86 a shift,

but the men were offered M5.50 at Deutscher Kaiser. In the end about

300 Iangendreer men took up the offer. Many were Poles or Italians,
and about half were married. A Dortrund paper commented:

"The reason why the miners change their homes so easily is to be
found in the conditions offered to them. They receive a good

wage, free transport of their belongings, and the rent they owe

here is covered. In addition, the director of the Deutscher

Kaiser pit where the men have found work is well liked by the

miners since he used to be mine manager of Shaft I /of Neu Iserlohn /

Most of the miners left together on 31 August:
"This morning there was a great deal of activity in the streets
leading to the station, with miners carrying nacked suitcases.
With few exceptions these men have left the mines here and will

take up work in the Oberhausen area. The departure of so many
workers is a hard blow for the locality". 1

But such mass movements were not the most cormmon form of internal
migration within the Ruhr. lore common was the case of an individual
miner or a relatively small group who became dissatisfied with their
earnings or conditions at one pit and sought something better elsewhere.

At the lons Cenis mine near Herne the coal was particularly difficult to

1. STAM, RA I 11485 Dortmunder Zeitung 20.8.1905, 2.9.1905; KLB to
RPA 1.9.1905.
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work and in the 1880's miners left so frequently that the very existence
of the pit was in question.1 Others left involuntarily: particularly

in the aftermath of strikes "agitators" were liable to dismissal.

Job-changing did not necessarily involve moving house. The mines of
the Ruhr were often near enough to make it possible for a man to find a
new job within walking distance of his home. In 1893 the young

August Schmidt (later chairman of IG Bergbau und Energie) and his

father were sacked from the Germania pit near Dortmund after participating

in a strike; they eventually found work at Graf Scherin near Castrop,

two hours walk away.2 Nevertheless, it frequently was necessary for a
man who wished to take a new job to find a new home at the same time,

particularly if he had lived in a company home, so that job-changing

3

provided an important unsettling effect to mining commmnities. The

total labour turnover in the pits was very considerable:

1. Festschrift zum 100-jdhricen Bestehens der Gewerkschaft ver.
Constantin der Grosse (Essen, 1948) p.32.

2. A. Schmidt Lang war der Weg (Bochum, 1958) pp.18-19.

3. Crew argues that miners were reluctant "to leave the protective
warmth of the miner community" and to move elsewhere and suggests
that "this stability added a dimension of individual continuity to
the miner neighbourhood. People lived for a long time together
and eventually grew to know each other well, and this by itself did
mich to create a sense of community among them". This assertion,
however, is based on figures indicating that amongst workers who
stayed in Bochum over 10 and 20 years, miners tended to stay in the
same Gemeinde more than other workers; Crew ignores here his own
evidence that miners generally stayed in Bochum less than most
other categories of worker: Crew Industry and Commnity pp.72, 33L.
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Table 6 Hirings and Departures as percentage of all miners employed,
Ruhr mines, 1896-1913. 1

Hirings Departures Hirings Departures

(%) (%) (%) (%)
1896 L9 e 1905 38 3L
1897 59 L5 1906 57 L9
1898 59 L9 1907 71 56
1899 63 51 1908 63 58
1900 68 52 1909 52 51
1901 5L L7 1910 50 58
1902 18 il 1911 62 59
1903 58 1,8 1912 69 61
190k 54 18 1913 78 69

The amount of job changing fluctuated with cyclical changes in the
economy. During upswings - culminating in 1900, 1907 and 1913 - turn-

over increased, reflecting the growing demand for labour and the

possibility of finding better pay at some new pit. When the economy
faltered in 1901 and 1908 the turnover fell. Nevertheless, it was only
in 1905, a year in which an industry-wide strike was followed by severe
restrictions by employers on job changing, that the numbers starting

and leaving jobs both fell significantly below half of the total number
of men employed at the time. Despite cyclical fluctuations high labour

turnover was endemic in the mines throughout this period.2

1. Figures from the Allgemeine Knaopschaftsverein, printed in Koch
Bergarbeiterbewegng p.2l. They do not agree exactly with those
published in the official Zeitschrift fir das Bergbau-, Hitten- und
Salinenwesen, but the differences are minor.

2. Turnover apoears to have been somewhat higher in the Ruhr than else-
where in Germany, but was nonetheless high in Upper Silesia and per-
haps elsewhere: Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte p.231; Kirchhoff
Sozialvolitik p.161; Schofer Formation of a modern labor force
pp.12L-131; Tangewiesche "Janderungsbewegungen".
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Not all those who left one pit immediately sought a job at another.
Some left the industry completely, perhaps because of invalidity or
because they had found a different job elsewhere. Some left the
mines for a while but returned later. There were many who worked in
the construction industry in the summer and in the pits in winter when
building was impossible and demand for coal was high.1 In general
around half of those leaving mines went direct to another pit, while
around two thirds of the rest eventuaily returned (although at the
large Hannover and Hannibal pits to the north of Boc@um, the proportion
who went direct to another pit was higher, fluctuating between 66 and
81 vper cent in 1900-10, with the exception of 1905).2 The figures in
Table 6 should not, therefore, be misconstrued as a measure only of
those moving direct from one pit to another, but-it does indicate the

seriousness of job-changing in the mining industry in the Ruhr.

Job—changing was not restricted to the mines. Even in 1877 and 1878,

in the depths of depression, the Bochumer Verein had a total of around

2,200 hirings and resignations each year while the total work force
stood at between 2,500 and 2,700, The Chamber of Commerce commented:

1Tt is self-evident that with such a constant coming and going a
thorough training for the individual workers in their tasks is
made extraordinarily difficult and that the productivity as well
as the prosperity of a large works is severely affected. 1In
this respect the English and Belgian firms, who enjoy a much more
stable and well schooled work force have a great advantage on us.

1. H. Minz Die JTage der Pergarbeiter im Ruhrrevier (Essen, 1909) p.29.

2. YXoch Bergarbeiterbewegung p.121; BA, 20/C 116, 117, 119,
Hannibal and Hannover Jahresberichte.
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The reason for this turnover of workers lies essentially in their
low incomes, which they hope to improve in some other job -
usually without success., The less productive older workers stay
true to the company, while the younger ones are encouraged to
leave by the necessary wage reductions". 1

Normally, however, high labour turnover was a particular feature of

economic booms. In 1899, for instance, the Westf#lische Stahlwerke

in Weitmar, to the south of Bochum, exrerienced very high turnover
rates. In March alone it was reported that nearly 200 workers
resigned, when the total workforce stood at some 1,510. The company
concluded that they would have to introduce a system of one month's
notice on both sides.2 The following year saw the end of the boom.
The Chamber of Commerce reported:
"Industrial relations were generally satisfactory this year /T900/
There were no stoppages. There were frequent complaints about the
high turnover of workers and also about a noticeable drop in
productivity, particularly from the smaller firms. With the
change in the economic cycle, the end of the labour shortage and

the possibility of laying off inefficient workers there has been
an improvement svewve n 3

The next boom reached its peak in 1907, and once again there was a spate
of complaints about job-changing. One large engineering firm (not

named) claimed that on main (monthly) pay days up to one third of the

workers gave notice. One Gelsenkirchen firm with around 890 workers

saw 375 resignations in 1906 and 750 in 1907. The problem was common
throughout the region and some firms resorted to special premium pay-
ments to discourage job-changing and poor working. The 1907 factory

inspectorate report for the eastern Ruhr confirmed these stories:

1. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1878 pp.5-6. This report was almost
certainly written by Touis Baare.

o, IZF, Volksblatt 25.3.1899.

3, StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1900.

L., ibid. 1907.
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"The labour turnover in the industrial works was unusually great
in most areas up to around the end of the year. It degenerated
into a calamity for some works. The great turnover of the first
three quarters, following cyclical conditions, is the result of
the fact that the workers easily tend to change their place of
work during upswings when there is a general demand for labour,
The dismissals resulting from the slackening business situation
evidently played a part in the turnover of the last quarter.
Those works employing a large number of unskilled workers have had
the greatest part of the turnover. The large iron and steel
works have particularly suffered. Up to 135 per cent of their
average work force have given notice in these works'. 1

In 1913 too a Bochum employer complained about the way in which his

workers would not settle down:
"As a result of expansion of the plant I had to take on more
workers. But the men lack to an extraordinary degree a sense of
duty and a concern for lasting employment, so that of the many I
have taken on only a very few stay permanently or for a long time
and the turnover is very high. It was certainly encouraged by
the fact that I operated without a system of mutual notice, so

that the workers could leave when they liked. After the intro-
duction of a requirement of two weeks notice the turnover has not

been so great". 2

It is clear that job changing was common not only amongst the miners but

also amongst workers in the metal industry.

The turnover figures conceal some differences between groups of workers.
One observer reported: "The fluctuation is particularly prevalent

amongst the unmarried workers and the Poles".3 The official Zeitschrift

fiir das Bergbau-, Hiitten- und Salinenwesen commented in 1909: "As in the

past the turnover came less from the older hewers and more from the

younger single men, the apprentice hewers, the Schleoper and Bremser, who

1. STAM, RA I GA L93 Gewerbeaufsicht reonort for Regierungsbezirk Arnsberg
1907, p.28. See also Crew Industry and Community p.6h.

2. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1913, p.13.

3. Pieper lage der Bergarbeiter, p.126.
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are inclined to leave their former place of work for trivial reasons".
These contemporary observations were supported by the results of an
official investigation into the closure of mines in 190h4: six pits

were involved in the Bochum area, employing 3,500 men; in the first
half of the year nearly 1,000 (28 per cent) of these men had left for
new areas: but while this included 39 per cent of the single men, only
16 percent of the married men had gone, and only three per cent of the
375 married men who owned their own hdmes.2 On the other hand it has
recently been suggested that amongst migrants the married men may have
been even less stable than the si‘ngle.3 The total turnover figures

may also have been inflated by a certain number of people who changed
their jobs a number of times in the course of a year. Nevertheless,
while immigrants, the young and the unmarried may have beén more willing
to move than others, we should not forget that between them these groups
comprised a substantial majority of the total labour force. Job-changing
does not appear to have significantly varied from one part of the Ruhr to
ano’(:her.)“l IlMovement can fairly be described as a general characteristic

of working class life in the area - as perhaps elsewhere in industrializing

Germany.

1. Zeitschrift fiir das Bergbau-, Hiitten- und Salinenwesen 1909, p.233.
On the categories of mine worker, see chapter li below.

2. WiA, X2 213 Denkschrift betr. die Stillegung verschiedener
Steinkohlenzechen des Ruhr-Reviers.

3, Crew Industry and Community pp.62-63; the figures refer only to
migrants, not to the population as a whole.

i, Zeitschrift fiir das Pergbau-, Hiltten- und Salinenwesen 1907, p.609.

5. The high degree of working class mobility in Germany generally has
recently been stressed: see L. Niethammer and F. Briiggemeier "ie
wohnten Arbeiter im Kaiserreich?" in Archiv fiir Sozialgeschichte Bd.XVI

(1976); Tangewiesche "Wanderungsbewegungen".
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It is impossible to understand the characteristics or features of any
large group of people in isolation from the specific historical forces
which shaped them. It is clear from what we have already seen that the
circumstances in which the working class in the Ruhr was formed imposed
certain crucial features on it, affecting its social and political
development. It was a class in the very process of formation, sustain-
ing a rapid growth throughout the period, a growth fuelled by the large
scale movement of people from the couﬁtryside which continued throughout
the nineteenth century and beyond. Nuﬁerically it was the dominant

class in the area, yet, because the workers came from different parts

of Germany and from abroad they had no common cultural or social back-
ground, and there was a significant minority who did not even speak
German. Despite its mumerical superiority, therefore, it was an unhomo-
geneous and potentially a divided body. Tater we will see the crucial
role of religion in this connection. The nature of the industrial
processes, in the service of which these people were gaﬁhered in the Ruhr,
encouraged the development and consolidation of a rigid differentiation of
sex roles, meking families crucially dependent on the man's wages, but
making the "work" arena virtually a male preserve. Finally, we have seen
how internal migration and job-changing continued throughout the period,
contributing to the unsettled nature of the new society. Vhen we speak
of the "working class" in this context it is important to remember that
its members in any particular locality or works were constantly changing.
In such a setting the prospects for the development of community feeling
were poor. We are not, in other words, dealing with an established and

settled commnity. We see a class numerically strong but socially dis-

orientated, geographically unsettled and culturally diffuse.
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CHAPTER 2: HOUSING

The social transformation of an area on the scale described in the
last chapter inevitably threw up new and hitherto unprecendented
problems. One such problem which carried with it important implica-
tions for the continued development of the new society, was that of
housing. Both the problem and the solutions found for it throw light

on the nature of society and social relations at the time.

A housing "problem" first avpeared in Bochum in the 1860's, under the
impact of the growing population. In 1861 the town authorities com-
plained:
"With the rapid population growth of the last few years the housing
question has also appeared here in an acute form. The rents rise
quite enormously, often up to three times their former levels, and

the housing shortage nonetheless remains very great". 1

Three years later the problem seemed even worse:

"One evil from which the labouring classes here also suffer and
which becomes worse from day to day is the absence of sufficient
housing. A walk amongst our workers'! homes makes plain again and
again a situation which is not worse in the largest cities. A
large number of families share their limited accommodation with
one or several lodgers. The same roomsoften serve for living,
sleeping, cooking, washing and for all other domestic activities.
People of all ages and both sexes are not separated". 2

Nevertheless, building did go ahead to try to meet the increasing demand
for housing. The economic boom in particular led to a substantial
growth in speculative house building, often by small builders. The

Griesenbach quarter in the south-west of Bochum was the area with the

1. StAB, Magistratsbericht 1861 p.S.

2. ibid. 186k p.l.
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greatest amount of building, with entire new streets being laid dovm.
The area was not very suitable, being damp and poorly drained and some-
times afflicted with standing water. The quality of the new buildings
was also often poor: the outer walls were fairly strong but internal
ones were not very solid. Because of the price of land the houses
were kept as narrow as possible. They were generally of three stories,
with the owner using one floor and letting the others. Despite the
limitations of the new houses, the building was sufficient to largely
eliminate the worst of the shortage: "At the beginning of 1873 there
was a definite shortage of homes, especially medium and small ones; by‘
the end of the year, however, this had essentially been overcome'.
Because land had already been bought up at high prices during the boom,
building contimued in the first year or so of the depression. As ﬁhe
depression continued through the 1870's, however, wages fell and the
town'!s population ceased to grow, with the result that the bottom
dropped out of the housing market. In 1875 the first effects were felt:
"There was a definite surplus of homes, especially in the south-
west of the town and in the new streets in other parts, and as a

result the rents have fallen, sometimes quite markedly compared
with last year". 2

A year later the situation was even more dramatic: "Whole rows of
houses are standing emplty, particularly at the edge of town, and rents

are still falling rapidly, particularly in the more outlying parts".3

1. ibid. 1873 p.13; Croon "Studien" p.92.

2. OStAB, Magistratsbericht 1875 p.25.

3, ibid. 1876 p.15.
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The result, as table 7 shows, was that new building came to a halt:

Table 7 Dwelling houses built in Bochum 1870-1881.1

1870 83 houses 1876 31 houses
1871 106 n 1877 10 n
1872 9 v 1878 6 "
1873 2Ll n 1879 2 1"
187hL 177 o 1880 2 "
1875 113 o -~ 1881 2

The crash of the 1870's implanted a lasting caution in the minds of
private builders in Bochum. Henceforth they were more careful before
cormitting themselves to ensure that the demand was strong and likely to
last,. This was particularly the case when it came to cheaper accommoda-
tion, of the sort that working class families could afford, since it was
they who were most vulnerable to economic fluctuations. Building for

the more expensive market was a safer bet:

"Our housing situation has shown an astonishing elasticity, when

one recalls that in 1876, with a population of around 28,000, there
were just about as many homes available as in 1882 with a popula-
tion of around 38,000. Even today 1-1883_7, when there has been a
definite improvement in the rent situation, at least as far as the
landlord is concerned, it is still true that despite the years of
stagnation in private building there is no shortage of good and
medium class housing, whereas there is a need for workers! houses -
a need which grows more and more with the expansion of industry". 2

The Chamber of Cormerce made the same point in the following year:
"There was somewhat more building this year than in the preceding

one, but the housing shortage which in many parts of the district

is constantly growing was by no means overcome. There was a
particular shortage of suitable accommodation for workers, since
vractically all new building is concerned exclusively with providing

larger homes", 3

1. Tange "Wohnungsverh#ltnisse" p.78.
2., StAB, Magistratsbericht 1881/2.

3, VWA, HKB Jahresbericht 188l.
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The 1880's saw the beginning of the recovery from the economic slump
and a revived demand for labour. Population growth resumed its hectic
path. This, combined with the reluctance of private builders to build
appropriate housing, created a veritable housing crisis. The housing
conditions of the working class became much worse even as the worst of
the industrial slump (and with it unemployment and low wages)ended,
This was reflected in the growth of homelessness in the early 1880's,
In 1883 homelessness became so signifiCant a problem that for the first

time the town authorities were compelled to intervene, putting some

homeless families in the isolation hospital (Reserve-Lazareth). In

summer 188l fear of a possible cholera outbreak meant that the hospital
was needed for its proper function, and a special barracks was built
for homeless and destitute families. By October 20 families were
living there, paying a rent of one mark a week, which they earned by
breaking stones for the town. The town's annual report emphasized the
moral failings of those needing help:
"The families who have been helped belong to the dregs of society,
though only two of them are being permanently helped from public
poor relief. Drink and idleness were for most of them the cause
of their homelessness. Landlords would not accept them even when
rooms were free because they could not rely on the rent being paid".
But the mayor of Rochum, who did not dispute many of the moral failings
of those concerned, pointed out in a smecial study that the situation

was primarily a result of an absolute shortage of housing. Even when

payment of rent was guaranteed and even when the poor relief authorities

1. StAB, lMagistratsbericht 188L pp.lli-h5.
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had made the "greatest conceivable efforts" to find private accommoda-
tion, no result was achieved "since because of the immigration from out-
side all the accommodation in the town was occupied, and because there
was an absolute shortage of homes for the working pOpﬁlation of the

town, as has been confirmed by official researches."1

Homelessness and destitution remained major problems throughout the
1880ts. In 1885 a second barracks was opened, and in 1889 the isola-
tion hospital had to be brought back into service since the barracks

were full:

"Because of the high rents, particularly for small homes, and the
most varied factors which must mostly be blamed on the unreliability
and unsoundness of the persons concerned, homelessness was suffered
by various families. Even though various workers' houses have been
built their number stands in no relation to the growth of working
class families", 2
Building improved from the disastrous level of the late 1870!'s, but did
not keep pace with the need. There was particularly little speculative
building and what there was was aimed primarily at the richer market.
In 1890 the town authorities could report that thanks to the building of
the previous two years, "the demand for better and medium class housing
can be regarded as adequately met for the immeédiate future, while
housing for workers remains in short supply and relatively expensive."3

The nunber of homeless people accommodated by the poor relief authorities

did not reach its peak until 1891, when over 300 people were housed in

1., Lange ”thnungsvérhéltnisse" p.88.

5., StAB, lagistratsbericht 1889/90 p.53.

3. ibid. p.h3.
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the barracks., The figure dropped subsequently, fluctuating in the

region of 100 to 170 until 1909, after which it dropped still lower.

The 1890's saw an increase in the amount of housing available. In
1900 the Chamber of Commerce estimated that in its district (including
Gelsenkirchen, Witten, Hattingen and Herne in addition to Bochum) the
population had grown by around L0 per cent between 1892 and 1899, while
the building licences issued for housing increased by nearly 70 per
cent: "in general there is no longer a real shortage of housing",
Homelessness did not reappear before the war as a major social problem.
The revmorts on housing in the town's annual reports became brief,

When, following the example of other cities, a "building advisory

office" (Bauberatungsstelle) was established in Bochum in 1911, its main

concern was with the aesthetics of new buildings.3

Although the crisis of the 1880's was largely overcome and absolute
destitution and homelessness declined, the underlying housing situation
remained gloomy. Rents were high., In the early 1880's it was thought
that many working class families were paying over a fifth of their

income in rent.h In 1905 a housirg association, the Westf#Hlischer

Verein zur F8rderung des Kleinwohnungswesens, made a substantial survey

1. StAB, Magistratsberichte.
2. WWA, HKB Jahresbericht 1899.
3. StAB, Magistratsbericht 1911, p.109.

i. Tange "Wohnungsverh#ltnisse" p.95.
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of housing standards in several Westphalian towns, concentrating on

the small dwellings of up to five rooms in which the bulk of the
population lived. They regarded fifteen per cent of a family's

income as a reasonable rent, but concluded that in Bochum and most Ruhr
towns a great many families were paying above this level. Average
annual earnings for mineworkers in the Ruhr in 1905 were slightly under
1,200 marks, and the average earnings of workers in the Bochumer Verein's

~

steel and engineering works were about 1,270 marks. Average rents in

Bochum varied according to the size of the dwelling, being 150 marks for
a two-room dwelling, 225 marks for a three-room one, 275 for four rooms
and 333 marks for five rooms.1 Clearly, family circumstances differed
considerably and the data do not permit a detailed cpmparison of family
income with expenditure on rent., Nevertheless, we are justified in
concluding that many families were compelled either to live in extremely

cramped conditions or pay a rent high in relation to their income - or

both,.

Many families did indeed live on top of one another. The Verein took

as their measure of overcrowding a density of over two people per room
(including the kitchen). Today we might consider a density of over

one person per room as an equally aopropriate measure. Table 8
illustrates the degree of overcrowding under both criteria in the housing

of several Ruhr industrial towms, with Iinster and “‘rnsberg as non-

1. Vestf8lischer Verein Ergebnisse I pp.29-303; Koch Bergarbeiter
~bewegung p.149; Dibritz Bochumer Verein Table L.
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industrial controls:

Table 8 Overcrowding in urban housing, 1905-1

Total homes Homes with over 2 Homes with over 1
persons per room person per room

Minster 7,783 531 (7%) 3,539 (L5%)
Arnsberg 1,07k 143 (13%) 5L3 (51%)
Bochum 17,041 hy12h (2L %) 11,952 (70%)
Recklinghausen 7,301 1,806 ~ (25%) 5,275 (72%)
Herne 11,700 1,135 (2L%) 3,37k (72%)
H8rde 5,02} 1,198 (2L%) 3,608 (72%)
Witten 6,166 1,621 (25%) 1,679 (73%)
Hattingen 1,681 256 (15%) 1,028 (61%)

The survey relates only to small homes, those of up to five rooms.

But it is clear that a very substantial proportion of the housing stock
was severely overcrowded. The proportion of people who were living in
such cramped accommodation was even larger. In Bochum nearly 30,500
people - or LO per cent of those covered by the survey - were living at
densities of over two persons per room, and almost 70,000 - 8li per cent -
were living with more than one person per room.2 These figures

indicate that even if acute homelessness such as that which had appeared

in the 1880's had declined, there was still a severe underlying housing

shortage.

1. Westfdlischer Verein Ergebnisse ITI pp.27-31.

2., ibid. The situation was comparable with that in the East End of
Tondon in the 1890's: Stedman Jones Qutcast Tondon pp.219-20.
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Overcrowding was more common in smaller homes than in larger ones.
This becomes clear if we compare the proportion of one to three room
dwellings with over two inhabitants per room with the proportion for

homes of four and five rooms:

Table 9 Overcrowding by size of dwelling, 1905-1

1-3 room dwellings 1-5 room dwellings
with over 2 persons with over 2 persons
per _room per room
(per cent) (per cent)
Minster 16 3
Arnsberg 22 N
Bochun 30 10
Recklinghausen 30 11
Herne 27 12
H8rde 27 12
Witten 29 7
Hattingen 19 T

Overcrowding was thus concentrated predominantly, if not exclusively, in
the smaller homes. In this respect the situation had, at least in
Bochum, worsened over the years, A survey in 1871 had shown that in
Rochum there had then been an average density of 1.9 persons per room
in dwellings of up to five rooms. In 1905 the overall position had
improved: there were now 1.6 persons per room, But the position

became worse in the smallest dwellings:

1. Vestf#lischer Verein Ergebnisse ITI pp.27-31.
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1
Table 10 People per room by size of dwelling, Bochum 1871 and 1905.

Dwelling of Total no. Total no. of Av. no., of people
e s 0s TOOMS of rooms inhabitants per room
(1871)
1 165 347 2.1
2 2,80l 5,166 1.8
3 3,030 5,539 1.8
L 1,760 2,73k 1.5
5 1,070 1,3k2 1.2
total 7,829 15,128 1.9
(1905)
1 118l 1,513 3.1
2 10,85L 20,988 1.9
3 20,049 34,620 1.7
L 12,168 17,390 1.4
5 7,025 7,863 1.1
total 50,580 82,374 1.6

There was thus a greater density of people in the one and two room homes
in 1905 than in 1871, while the situation in the larger dwellings had
improved. Despite the building of the 1890's and early 1900's the
provision of housing had scarcely managed to keep pace with the growth

of population, and in so far as there had been an improvement it had

come at the higher end of the social scale, The situation of the worst
off had deteriorated. There were some extreme cases: in Bochum in 1905
there were reckoned to be no less than 33 one room dwellings with ten or
more people living in them, and there were similar instances in the other

towns surveyed. The Verein concluded that their investigation showed:

1. ibid.; StAB, Magistratsbericht 1871; Tange "“ohnungsverh#ltnisse’p.87.



"how large groups of the population are concentrated in the narrowest
living space in these towns. The needs of workers' families for
air and space are not usually too highly estimated. These figures
show unhealthy housing for the large masses of the population”.

1
The situation was made even worse in some instances by the practice of
some craftsmen and artisans, such as tailors and shoe-makers, of using
their living room simultaneously as a work—room.2 OCne room often
served as living room, kitchen, wash£;om and bedroom.3 One important
practice was that of taking lodgers or boarders. In Bochum nearly
ten per cent of the homes surveyed in 1905 had one or more boarders,
mostly in the larger dwellings but a substantial number in the one or
two room homes. Even in the larger homes boarders caused drastic
overcrowding since there was frequently more than one in the household.
In all the Ruhr towns surveyed around half of all the families with
boarders took more than one.h The Verein commented:

"There is a direct connection between boarding and the overcrowding

of small homes in these areas. An improvement in conditions in

this respect would therefore only be achieved if good and
inexpensive accormmodation outside family housing were provided for

single workers". 5

The Verein recommended that the taking of lodgers in one room homes be
made illegal, but it is doubtful whether such measures could ever have

had more than a marginal impact on the problem.6 The excessive taking

1. Westf8lischer Verein Ergebnisse IT p.6b.

2. lange "Wohnungsverh#ltnisse" p.87.

3. Pieper lage der Bergarbeiter p.215

. ‘lestfdlischer Verein Ergebnisse II pp.32-38.

5. ibid. II p.17

6. ibid. II p.11. For a proposed tougher police regulation of the
practice, see WWA, K2 3h2.
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of boarders was a direct reflection of the deeper problem of
insufficient and therefore too expensive housing at the cheaper end of
the market. The high cost of housing forced poor families either to
squeeze into cramped accommodation or to sublet some of their home to
lodgers. In the most extreme cases they did both. After the war
the Bochum local authority estimated that prior to 191L the population
had been outstripping the growth of the housing stock:
"The incomes of large sections of the population were such that
with the rents of the time many families were unable to rent a
home suitable and large enough for their needs. 'Where necessity
did not stand in the way there was frequently a false sense of
economy and the importance of good accommodation was seriously
undervalued. The result was that in Bochum many homes -

particularly the smaller and cheaper ones - were overcrowded and
left much to be desired in relation to hygiene and morality". 1

Housing and Public¢ Health

The shortage of good housing and the resultant overcrowding had various
undesirable results. In the first place it hampered the improvement
of public health. Disease was encouraged by the lack of proper
sanitation in many homes; by the proximity in which people lived with
each other in these overcrowded conditions; and by the slow develop-
ment of public sanitary reform in the town generally. Cholera
appeared in Bochum in 1849 and returned with disastrous force in 1866.

The 1866 outbreak was centred on the Essen area, and at the Zollverein

mine alone 80 miners died.2 Tn Bochum 230 people were affected by the

disease and 86 of them died. The epidemic was closely related to poor

1. StAB, Lagistratsbericht 1913-2L 0.107. Standards in the Ruhr were
by no means the worst in Germany. See MNiethammer and Brliggemeier

mie wohnten Arbeiter?" pp.96-101.

2. M. Seippel Pochum Einst und Jetzt (Bochum, 1901) p.181; Verein fiir
die bergbaulichen Interessen Die Entwicklung des Niederrheinisch-

Westf#lischen Steinkohlenbergbaues (Berlin, 190L) XIT p.9l.
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housing. The town authorities reported:

"The disease was present virtually throughout the town but was most
virulent in parts where bad housing and unhealthy neighbourhoods
generally favour the spreading of epidemics .... The disease
appeared in the Gerberstrasse, and just as this street has been
particularly badly affected by epidemics once they are established
so this time it was the disease's focus. The poor state of the
land evidently played an essential part. It is therefore our
intention to secure the improved drainage of the Gerberstrasse

and the nearby streets and thereby an improvement in the general
state of the terrain. This will be achieved by a thorough
regulation of the neighbouring mill streams, particularly through
the establishment of an adequate incline. The town engineer is
already engaged on the preparations". 1

What made the outbreak even worse was the fact that it coincided with a
smallpox epidemic. Smallpox had appeared in Bochum in the 1850's and
reaopeared in December 1865. 1,3U7 cases were reported in 1866 and
143 died.  From nearly 2,000 school children in the town 420 - more
than one in five - were hit by the disease and 36 died. The death
rate in the town, which had been fluctuating around 31 per thousand in

previous years, stood at almost 73 per thousand in 1866 under the impact

of this combination.2

Despite these outbreaks little was done to improve the town's sanitation.

The collection of refuse was improved but little else was achieved.3

In 1871 smallpox returned, even more disastrously than before. This

time 2,719 people - or almost 13 per cent of the towm's population -

were affected by the disease, and 333 died. A1l children under twelve
L

were vaccinated and there was a general disinfection campaign.

1. StAB, Magistratsbericht 1866 pp.26-27.

2, ibid. p.26; Verein flir did bergbaulichen Interessen Entwicklung des

...Steinkohlenbergbaues XIT p.9L. The sanitary situation in Bochum
and other Ruhr towns was compared unfavourably with Tondon and

Manchester: StAB, Magistratsbericht 1868.

3. StAB, Magistratsbericht 1867 p.23.
L. ibid. 1871 p.55
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This epidemic appears to have stimilated the town'!s authorities to
take action to improve public sanitation. In 1872 an engineer was
brought in from Berlin to devise a drainage plan for the entire town.
He proposed to divide Bochum into two drainage areas, both equipped
with adequate sewage farms. His proposals were only partially
approved, however, mainly because of the high cost of purchasing land
for the sewage farms on the town's perimeter. Instead it was decided
to 1limit the plans to the removal of rain and domestic water and to
leave sewage disposal to the traditional method of the cess-pool.1
Nevertheless, despite the limited nature of the programme as adopted,
it did mark the beginning of a sustained effort to improve the sanitary
provisions of the town. Work continued without interruption through
subsequent decades on improving the water supply and town drainage.

In 1886 the mayor could write that "virtually all the houses in the
town are supplied with the necessary water by the town water supply".
Nevertheless, there was opposition to the programme: "complaints have
come from individual house owners who still use wells with bad water or
let their tenants use them to avoid the water charge. Thanks to the
energetic action of the police such wells have been closed off and these
houses connected to the water supply".2 By 1895 it was reported that

nearly all the more populous parts of the town were effectively drained.

1. ibid. 1873 p.1lL.
2, Lange "Wohnungsverhdltnisse" p.86

3. StAB, Kagistratsbericht 1895/6 p.50.
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Other improvements were being made at the same time. By the end of
the century virtually all the town's streets had been paved and the
number of gas lights increased from 70 in 1860 to 877; 355 of these

lights burned all night.1

Despite these improvements, however, the sanitation system in Bochum-
was far from adequate by the turn of the century. Potentially
dangerous wells were still in use, and appear to have been a contribu-
tory cause of outbreaks of typhus in 1906 and 1907.2 Domestic
toilets were still not linked up with the main drainage system. It
was only after the extension of the town's boundaries in 190L that new
and more comprehensive plans were developed with the aim of incorporating
the disposal of domestic sewage into the general drainage system. 1In
1908 government approval for the plan was granted, and work was underway
in the following years. Nevertheless, as late as 192L a great deal
remained to be done before the town was fully equipped with a modern
sewage disposal system.3 The 1905 housing survey referred to above
revealed that many homes did not have their own toilet: in Ll per cent
of the homes surveyed the family had to share with others; 263

4

dwellings were found without apparent access to any toilet at all.

1. Seippel Bochum Einst und Jetzt pp.15k, 163.

2. StAB, lMagistratsbericht 1906 p.53; ibid. 1907 p.75.

3., ibid. 190L-192L.

li. Westf#lischer Verein Irgebnisse II p.lL3.
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Improved drainage and sewage disposal were not the only measures taken
to try to improve the general health of the area. In 1892 an office
was established to test the quality of food sold in the town, and from

1895 the inspection was extended to the surrounding landkreis. In the

first years of the tests between 20 and 30 per cent of the food tested
was below standard; by the early 1900's the proportion had dropped to
around 10 per cent in the town, although it remained higher in the

Landkreis.1 Other health measures included hospital building (there

were three major ones in Bochum in 1901, and a further one was
founded in 1910), and the subjection of prostitutes to regular health
checks.2 On the other hand by 1907 Bochum was one of the few

Prussian towns without an official school doctor.3

Improved public sanitation was accompanied by a gradual decline in the
death rate and an absence of disastrous epidemics such as those experienced
in the 1860's and early 1870's. We have seen that the overall death

rate in Bochum fell from between 35 and 28 per thousand in 1875-86 to
L

between 20 and 15 per thousand in 1905-12, The proportion of deaths
during the first year of life also declined. TIn five of the eight
years 1893-1900 there were between eight and nine such deaths per
thousand population, and in 1899 the number rose to 1L.7 per thousand.

In no year between 1901 and 1912 did the figure reach eight per thousand,

and in 1912 it fell as low as h.6.5 Cholera did not reappear in Bochum,

1. StAB, Magistratsberichte.
2, ibid. 1901 p,h8; IZF, Tremonia 28.5.1910.

3, H. Silbergleit Preussens St#dte (Berlin, 1908) p.260.

'« See chapter 1 above.

5. Statistisches Jahrbuch deutscher St#dte
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although in 188l preparations were made to deal with a possible out-
break.1 The only reavppearance of smallpox was in 190h, when it was
probably introduced by a Belgian woman. It did not have the

virulence of earlier outbreaks, 25 cases were identified in Bochum

itself, four in the Landkreis, and one in Witten. Four people died.

A1l the sick were isolated and their homes closed up. There was a
general disinfection and 50,000 people were vaccinated. In a few
months the outbreak was eliminated.2 =

Despite these improvements, however, there‘is no doubt that generally
the area was far from healthy. Typhoid was endemic and caused more
deaths in relation to the size of the population in the Ruhr than in
Prussia as a whole., There was an epiaemic in Gelsenkirchen in 1901.3
Tn Bochum 76 cases were reported in 190, and between 1906 and 1911 the
number fluctuated between 33 and 8l each year: over these six years
there were 320 cases and L6 deaths from typhoid.h The cause was impure
water and foodstuffs, and cases tended to concentrate in certain
insalubrious districts of the towm. Dysentery, which is another
ingested disease, usually caused by impure water and foodstuffs, also
tended to be concentrated in the less salubrious areas of the town.

The outbreak in the summer of 1906, for instance, centred on the

Bruchstrasse and its side streets. In 1908 it reached epidemic propor-

1. StAB, lMagistratsbericht 188L/5 p.L5.

2, ibid. 1904/5 p.81.

3. Heinrichsbauer Industrielle Siedlung p.11.

i, Data for the rest of this discussion from StAB, lagistratsberichte.
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tions in the Thomasstrasse and nearby streets where there were 5L cases,
while only 27 cases were reported in the rest of the town. FEleven died
in this outbreak. 1In 1909 dysentery was again concentrated in the
older parts of the town, the Thomasstrasse, Gerberstrasse and
Bruchstrasse. Scarlet fever and diphtheria, which are breathed in,
were also common: in 190h scarlet fever was reported to be "epidemic"
in Bochum; +the disease was reported to be most common in working
families with many children. In 19o§',‘when both scarlet fever and
diphtheria increased, it was reported: "Chronic centres of disease are
formed in streets heavily populated with large families".  Overcrowded
unsanitary housing conditions thus contributed directly to the ill-health

and disease which afflicted working class fami]_ies.1

There were occasional epidemics of less common diseases, again probably
worsened by overcrowding. One such was cerebrospinal meningitis, a
vicilous disease which is inhaled and attacks the fluid around the brain.
It aovpeared in Bochum in 1907, and from 77 reported cases 50 died.
Again it was concentrated in a few streets in the o0ld town. The
following year it appeared in some of the outer areas: from 56 cases

there were 31 deaths. Further cases were reported in both 1909 and 1910,

The most common illnesses were connected with the respiratory organs.
In 1893, a year without any major outbreak of disease,it was estimated

that thirteen per cent of the deaths in the towm were due to "consumption"

1. On Germany generally, see Niethammer and Brilggemeier "Wie wohnten
Arbeiter?" pp.92-9L.
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(Lungenschwindsucht - tuberculosis). A further twenty per cent were

caused by "inflammatory diseases of the respiratory organs".1 These
diseases were constantly mentioned in subsequent years as the largest
single killers. In 1912 there were seven deaths from typhus in Bochum,
33 from diphtheria and 56 from scarlet fever; but 243 died from tuber-
culosis and LO6 from other respiratory diseases. Consumption was
oopularly - though incorrectly - believed to be particularly caused by
the sharp east winds.2 In fact tuberculosis is caused by an inhaled
or ingested organism, but, like influenza and bronchitis, is fostered
by overcrowded, damp, polluted and poorly ventilated conditions.

Large sections of Bochum's population lived in such conditions.

Ali these diseases were general in their scope, and were not particular
to certain occupational groups. In this they differed from afflictions
like the worm disease which was rampant amongst the miners in the early
1900'5.3 They demonstrate that despite the non-recurrence of epidemics
on the scale of 1866 and 1871, and desvite the substantial drop in the
overall death rate, disease was still a serious scourge. Although not
the only factor involved, the incidence of disease was frequently
closely related to inadequate and overcrowded accommodation. Poor

housing was not merely inconvenient: it was often dangerous.

1. ibid. 1893/k p.35.
2, ibid. 1897/8 p.ll.

3. See chapter !' below.
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Housing and the family

Amongst contemporaries, however, it was not always the physical and
sanitary results of bad and overcrowded housing which aroused the most
comment.,  Attention was frequently focused more on the moral evils
which overcrowding brought in its train. The overcrowding and
particularly the widespread custom of single people boarding with
families was at times seen as threatening the very existence of the

family.

The problem was in the first place that the boarding system reinforced
the financial and social independence of the young. Work in the mines
depended largely on physical strength, and despite the seniority system
which we will describe in a later chapter (through which the highest
wages were reserved to adults), fit young men could earn considerable
wages while still in their teens. The custom - or compulsion - to
take boarders made it easy for such youths to leave home and find
lodgings elsewhere: "in the present industrial district the sons not
infreaquently depart their parents! home practically as soon as they
have left school and get a little money in their hands", revorted one
local,official gloomily.1 This was regarded as undesirable since it
led to a breakdown of parental control and social discipline. Another
local official thought it was impossible to make parents legally
responsible for the behaviour of their sons in the pits because

"unfortunately most of the young miners around here do not live at home".2

1. StAB, Lh1, Amt Bochum I to KIB 2li.9.1889.

2. ibid, Amt Herne to KLB 25.9.1889.



The resulting moral decay threatened the state itself:

"The social democrats here / Hofstede / are almost all young,
immature persons who are misled into wasting their money in bars
and music halls through their high earnings and the lack of home
supervision. The families of the long established workers
(Starmarbeiter) and the rural families are the only ones who can
provide a morally healthy new generation of industrial workers.
The rising licentious generation form, however, the overwhelming
majority, and are thus a danger to state order. This danger
will continue to grow so long as high earnings contimue and the
employers continue to take on every dubious person because of the
labour shortage". 1

Some employers provided hostels for single workers. In the Bochumer
Verein it was obligatory for single employees to live in the company
hostel if they were not at home. In most cases, however, such hostels
involved fairly stringent rules, and were rejected by the young men in
favour of the greater freedom and independence of boarding. One

commentator reported:

Tt is a well known fact that the single workers only avoid the
official establishments and dormitories provided by the companies
because if they used them they would be compelled to adopt
punctuality and orderly behaviour. They sacrifice the higher
cost of alternative lodgings to secure independence - which only
too often leads to the worst moral failures. It frequently
hanpens that half-grown youths leave their parents' home and take
lodgings in the same area just because they feel their !'freedom!
too limited when under their parents' eye". 2

The boarding system was thus thought to contribute to moral decay
through the liberation of the young from parental control, leaving them
free to indulge themselves and their passions. The host family, however,

was also thought to suffer greatly. There were police regulations which

1. StAB, 479, Amt Hofstede to KLB 31.7.1900,

2. linz lage der Bergarbieter p.136.
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attempted to lay down minimum conditions for boarders: in 1879
regulations for Dortmund, Bochum, and Hagen decreed, for example,

that the lodger's bedroom was not to link directly with the family's
living or bedroom; there was to be at least one bed and one set of
equipment for each two lodgers; mixing of the sexes in one bedroom
was forbidden; there was a minimum size of room allowed per person.
These regulations were improved from time to time, but it is doubtful
whether they were effective.2 In any case it was inevitable that the
host family and the boarder(s) should 1ive in very close proximity to

one another. The fears about the situation were graphically expressed

by mayor lLange of Bochum:

"Very great evils have arisen, not just in this town /Bochum / but
also in the neighbouring industrial districts of Westphalia and

the Rhineland, from the fact that for years the practice has
existed of accepting single factory and mine workers into families
vwho supply board and lodging in return for a modest rent. This
has created a situation which from a moral view causes the greatest
concern and which, if complete brutalization and degeneration is to
be avoided, must be eliminated by all legally acceptable means.
These single workers stay with married colleagues, usually from the
same place of work. The arrangement is that theyv sleep in the
same crowded rooms where the family lives, and either take their
meals with the family for an extra payment, or buy their own food
and for a small sum have it prepared by the housewife. The work
at the industrial plants is organized in day and night shifts, and
it has virtually become the rule that while the married worker is
away from home earning for the upkeep of his often large family
through the sweat of his brow, his single colleague wvho is
receiving his board and keep is at home with the family. In these
circumstances it hapvens that he uses the family head's absence to
seduce his hostt!s wife and young davghter and thus brings unspeak-
able misfortune on the family. Apart from the fact that complete
demoralization must set in in such a family, children of the most
tender years nust themselves often witness their mother!s depravity
and disgrace; they will therefore themselves inevitably go astray
and fall into sexual dissolution, degenerate and sooner or later

1. Tange "Wohnungsverh&ltnissd' pp.93-lk.

2. °TIA, K2 3423 UIMiethammer and Brﬂggemeiér "Jie wohnten Arbeiter?" p.119.
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perish as far as morality is concerned. The seduced and dis-
honoured wife often becomes so shameless and degenerate that - as
unfortunately often happens - she becomes herself the procurer
for her own children and systematically seduces and formally
guides into immorality and lewdness inexperienced young workers
from other parts who thought they could maintain here a home away
from home. The deceived husband seeks to comfort himself in
drink for the loss of married faithfulness, the main fundament of
Christian marriage. He neglects his work, no longer adequately
cares for his family and goes from drunkenness to loafing, dull
and indifferent to his lost honour. If at first he restrains
from crime through fear of punishment, he nevertheless sinks lower
and lower and finally falls on public charity with his family,
which has possibly grown in size as a result of his wife's
adulterous life. This boarding System, which has spread wider
like a contagion the more that industry has grown, has caused,
apart from the ruin of many families, multifarious crimes, even
assault and murder”. 1

Tange may have overstated his case: it seems unlikely that boarding
often led to such a catalogue of dissolution and crimes as he suggested.

In many cases the boarder shared a room with his host's son of about the

same age -~ "a custom which is certainly quite u'nobjectionable".2

Nevertheless it is not surorising if many aspects of family life were

3

under considerable strain in overcrowded conditions. The moral evils

of boarding were widely recognised and both boarders themselves and the

host family were seen as threatened. 1In 1893 it was estimated that
twenty per cent of all miners in the Ruhr were boarders, and the

proportion does not appear to have significantly declined in later years.

1. Iange ""lohnungsverh#ltnisse" pn.92-93.
2. WA, K2 HKB to RPA 17.6.1907.

3. According to George VWerner, chairman of the association of overmen
(Steiger), there were three categories of boarding in the Ruhr:
"half-board" (bed and limited food), "full-board" (bed and food) and

"ful1l-full-board" (bed, food and - for no extra payment - the house-
wife's favours). The latter may have been rare, but the prevalence
of boarding has led one recent writer to speak of the "half-open
family". Uliethammer and Priiggemeier "'ie Wohnten Arbeiter?" pp.118ff;

Tucas Arbeiterradikalisrmus p.T1.
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The custom was "a great danger to the worker's family life".

Commany housing

The shortage of good, cheap and salubrious housing posed important
problems for emoloyers as well as for workers. Tabour was in demand
for most of the period, and a lack of suitable accormodation was an
important obstacle to recruitment. Tocal authorities in the Ruhr (on
which the working-class voice was vir%nally non-existent) generally
refused to contemplate undertaking building work themselves, partly
because they did not see this as a proper function of local gov: rrment
and partly because of the cost.2 The problem of a housing shc .age
was particularly acute in the areas outside the towns: most of the new
pits were situated in what had been open country or small'Villages.

As early as 1868 the Rochum Chamber of Commerce commented that, "the
larger firms will have to go over to building workers' housing on a
larger scale if they want to secure a steady and reliable work force".3

The collapse of private speculative house building in the 1870's made

the need for employers to intervene directly in the housing market even

more urgent:

1. Minz Tage der Bergarbeiter p.136.

2. Kirchhoff Sozialoolitik p.126; Crew Industry and Community pp. 190,
258; Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte p.333; Niethammer and Briiggemeier
e wohnten Arbeiter?" p.107. On the origins of local authority
housebuilding elsevhere in Germany, see C.J. Fuchs Zur Wohnungsfrage

(Ieipzig, 190L) p.l7.

3. StAB, HKB Jahresbericht 1868 p.12.
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"With the great increase in the working population which has taken
vlace in the last years, private speculative building has not been
able to satisfy the demand for workers' housing, partly because of
the unorofitability of such housing in relation to its costs, and
partly because of the character of our industrial conditions
vhereby mass redundancies are not uncommon. It will therefore
have to be left chiefly to industry to meet the housing needs of
an expanding number of workers". 1

Some mines found themselves faced with the necessity of building
housing early. In 186l the Hannover and Hannibal mines built their
first houses because they were faced with a labour shortage.2 The

Harpener Rergbau AG found in 1870 that at their Heinrich Gustav pit

they were only able to employ 720 men, although they could have used

up to 1,800. The main problem was a shortage of accormodation, despite
a company building programme dating from 1863, As the boom progressed,
the labour shortage was felt more acutely, and in 1872 a major new
btuilding programme was decided on.3 Some of the "colonies", as the

mine-owned estates were known, were large. The Constantin colony in

Hofstede, built between 1869 and 187l had 65 houses with 123 homes and
I

was larger than the original village.

Nevertheless, despite these begimnings the real growth in mine-

owned housing came after the 1870's, and particularly in the decade

before the outbreak of war:

1. StAB, lagistratsbericht 1882/3 p.3l.

2. Festschrift zum 100 jdhrigen BRestehens der Zechen Hannover und
Hannibal (Bochum, 1947) pp.12, 16.

3. Heinrichsbauer Harvener Pergbau AG (Essen, 1936) p.159.

i, Croon "Studien" p.97.
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Table 11 Homes ovmed by mines in the Ruhr.1

1873 6,772
1893 10,376
1901 26,250
1907 52,900
1912 81,870
191 9,027

This expansion was to a considerable extent a reflection of the develop-
ment of mining in the more northerly areas of the Ruhr where there was no
industrial tradition and where the workers had to be almost all recruited

from outside and brought in. The Rheinisch-Westfdlische Zeitung

commented in 190l:

"Finally, and this is the crux of the matter in the development of
all mines in the underpopulated north, the achievement of such
production demands a suitable work force. The mines north of the
Cologne-linden railway have almost without exception had to resort
to large scale building of 'colonies' to attract the necessary

workers", 2

This was reflected in the spread of mine housing in the Bochum district.
Even as late as 1912 some pits had almost no housing, but they were
mainly to the south of the town. In the Hattingen area only one of the
nine pits had more than eight percent of its workers in its own accommoda-

tion. Lround Witten the highest vroportion was at Neu Iserlohn II with

20 per cent of the workers living in mine housing while at some other

pits the proportion was negligible; at Bruchstrasse, the flash-point of

1. Heinrichsbauer Industrielle Siedlung p.hli; G. Adelmann Die soziale
Betriebsverfassuns des Ruhrbergbaues (Pomn, 1962) pp. 163-L; Verein
fiir die bergbaulichen Interessen Entwicklung des ... Steinkohlenberg

_baues XTT p.188; Gifickauf 23.5.191L.

2, WA, K2 213, Rheinisch-estf#lische Zeitung 2.1.190k.
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the 1905 strike, the proportion was 1L per cent. At the south Bochum
mines, with the exception of General in WEitmar where only three per
cent lived in mine housing, the proportion lay between 11 and 19 per
cent. A1l these areas were traditional mining districts, not far
from the river Ruhr itself, To the north there was one pit,

Prdsident, which had less than one per cent of its workers in mine

accommodation, but this was because the mine lay within the town
itself. All the rest had far higher proportions, ranging up to

Lothringen with 36 per cent. TIn the Herne district Julia had 35 per

cent of its workers in company accommodation, Recklinghausen II had

almost L6 per cent and Victor had 67 per cent. Similarly in the
Gelsenkirchen district one mine had 19 per cent,.three had 32 to 35 per

cent and one (K8nigsgrube) had over 56 per cent; only the long

established Hibernia had virtually no housing. Even further north,
amongst the Recklinghausen pits, there were several mines where over
half the work force lived in company hoﬁsing.1 In the Ruhr as a whole
the proportion of miners living in such housing rose from under 20 per
cent in 1901 to 33 per cent in 1912 and about 37 per cent in 191h.2
Most miners and their families continued to depend on the private

housing market: but a substantial and rapidly growing minority were

thus provided for by their employer.

1. STAM, Oberbergamt Dortrund 1837.

2., Heinrichsbauer Industrielle Siedlung p.lil; Glickauf 23.5.191L;
Koch Bergarbeiterbewegung p.139. Company housing was present in
other German industrial centres: a national survey in 1898
suggested that on average around 18 dwellings had been built for
every thousand workers in plants with twenty or more workers.
Fuchs Zur Wohnungsfrage p.hliy Schofer Formation of a modern labor

force pp. 8l-91.
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Company housing was not limited to the mines. Krupp in Essen was
perhaps the most famous builder of housing for his workers. In the
1870's he continued to build when his financial credit was already
stretched by the crisis and came to the brink of bankruptcy - a course
of action only possible because of the family nature of his business.

In Bochum the Bochumer Verein built a home for 126 single workers and

another building for ten foremen and their families in the 1850's.

In the following decades they established the "Stahlhausen" colony near
the factory, to the west of the town. vThe first houses were of the
“Mihlhausen" type, c;mprising a living room and kitchen downstairs, a
bedroom upstairs, and cellar, washroom, a small garden and stall for pigs
or hens, From these small beginnings the company's housing provision
expanded so thaf by 1900 some 5,000 people lived in Stahlhausen and a
further 1,000 in the boarding home for single men.2 In Gelsenkirchen

the Schalker Gruben- und Hitttenverein provided housing for 628 families

in 1901.3 Smaller firms too sometimes provided accommodation: in 1901

the Pochumer Eisenhfitte Heintzmann und Dreyer, who emoloyed 170 workers,

had ten houses (each probably with more than one flat) providing "large,
cheap homes".h Preweries also provided housing for some of their
employees: the Gllickauf brewery in Ueckendorf provided it free, and in

Dortmund a major dermand by brewery workers in their boycott of 1905 was

1. Y. Fischer Herz des Reviers (Essen, 1965) p.266.

2, Dibritz Pochumer Verein p.86; I.D. 'lolcke Die tntwicklung der Bochumer
Tnnenstadt (Kiel, 1968) p.li5; Brinkmann Bochum p.183; Heinrichsbauer
Tndustrielle Siedlung po.26-27; I12F, Volksblatt 9.5.1900.

3, A, K2 522, Schalker Gruben- und Hitttenverein to HKB L.5.1901.

. Seippel Rochum Einst und Jetzt p.260.
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that they should not be obliged to live in the brewery.1 “ihile the
provision of housing was most marked and carried furthest by the
northern mines and the large steel and engineering firms, it was there-
fore not exclusive to them and can be seen as a general characteristic
of social relations in the area., The shortage of housing, caused by
the rapid expansion of industry and intensified by the reluctance of
private builders to build on a large scale for the working class, was
being met to a very considerable, and increasing, extent by the

provision of housing by the companies themselves.

Cbmpany housing was generally of better quality and cheaper than local
private accorrmodation. Yost mine dwellings had three or four rooms,
compared to the situation in Bochum where the bulk were of tﬁo or three
rooms.2 In almost all areas, indeed, the most common colony dwellings
were those with four rooms. Lgain, it was only a small minority that
did not have at least some garden and facilities for livestock. Rents
for mine homes were considerably lower than for comparable housing in
the neighbourhood. How rmich cheaper they were varied considerably,
but in the 1901 inguiry into mine housing the cost of similar housing
elsewhere was almost everywhere estimated to be at least 20 per cent

3

more, and sometimes up to or even above twice the price of mine housing.

1. STAM, Ra T 76, Iandrat Gelsenkirchen to RPA 25.5,1901; RA I GA L93,
Gewerbeaufsichtsbericht for Reg. Bezirk Arnsberg 1905,

2, Verein fiir die btergbaulichen Interessen Entwicklung des ...Steinkohlen-
bergbaues XII pp.192-197; ‘testf#lischer Verein Irgebnisse II pp.27-31.

Verein fiir die berghaulichen Tnteressen Intwicklung des ...Steinkohlen-
bergbauves XII pp.192-197; R. Hundt Bergarbeiter-Johnungen im Duhrrevier

(Perlin, 1902) pp.18-21.

3.
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The Bochumer Verein's housing was very favourably described by a delega-

tion of visiting English workers in 1906:

"We next came to the colony of workmen's dwellings at !'Stahlhausen!'
+++ In our opinion the dwellings are quite up to the standard of
workmen's requirements and in regard to some of their sanitary
arrangements they are highly creditable. There is plenty of air
and olenty of room. The houses stand apart and there is no
overcrowding. The rent is less than what is asked in the town.

In the town the average price of a flat is calculated at from 76
to 90 shillings per anmum per room; whereas in the Colony it is
50/-. No comparison between the two sorts of dwellings, however,
can be made as regards space and good air and general comforts.

It must be remembered that the erection of these houses was
commenced as long ago as 186l when so much attention was not paid
as now to the aesthetic appearance of workmen's dwellings. The
majority of the houses of the Colony belong to the type known in
Germany as the Mihlhausen type .... Each flat has a cellar
attached to it and most of them have also a small garden, and a
little shed. A special system of ventilation is here used for
the closets which answers well. The Firm has set apart about
forty acres of land which is let to the workmen in small allotments
as kitchen-gardens for growing their vegetables and potatoes". 1

This happy picture was not always shared. Sometimes the labour needs

of firms was so pressing that they cut corners in their building and

put in tenants before the houses were complete. The lothringen pit in

Gerthe was reported in 1907 to be building homes in about eight weeks
and bringing in tenants before the windows and footpaths were complete.
The estate was deep in mud and standing water. The houses were not
given time to dry out, and many of the internal walls were therefore

running with damp and were even mouldy. The building inspectors

turned a blind eye. The mine gave the tenants free coal and charged

no rent for the first three months: the arrangement nevertheless
provided them with labour for this period and saved them the expense of

drying out the house themselves.2 The Arbeitsmarkt-Korrespondenz

1. Gainsborough Commission Life and Iabour in Germany (Tondon, 1906) pp.25-6.

2. I1ISG, Volksblatt 28.12.1907.
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described gravhically the situation in the tooming Oberhausen area:
"The number of workers there is continuously rising. = Some days
see the arrival on the train of hundreds of Slav workers. The
sudden and enormous flood has caused a dreadful housing calamity.
Hundreds live in simple barracks. The company colonies are
literally packed with people. Even though building is unusually
brisk the supoly of housing does not remotely meet the need. The
houses are scarcely plastered before they are occupied. There
ought to be a legal obligation on the companies to ensure the
necessary accommodation for their workers before they hire them.
Packing together so many workers in barracks and scantily equipped
houses is a public danger, particularly since they are foreign and
from a less cultivated background. Vere an epidemic to break out -
the horror of the situation does not bear consideration”. 1

This was an extreme situation and not typical of mine housing. By and

large there seems no doubt that the quality of such accommodation was

generally considerably better than private dwellings in the same price

range. However, the situation does illustrate the pressure which some

of the new and rapidly expanding mines were under to build homes for

their workers; and it demonstrates that these homes were not invariably

of the highest standards.

Vhen firms provided housing in the Ruhr they generally aimed at more
than the mere provision of accommodation for their workers. They
tried hard to build not just new homes but new communities. This is
demonstrated by the lay-out of most of the building. It was not done
in an ad hoc manner vherever a plot of land became available; rather it
was done in closed groups of houses, physically isolated from the others
in the village or town. These groupings, known as "colonies", were
cheracteristic of company housing in the Ruhr. Of 858 dwellings owned

by mines in the south Bochum area in 1901, all but 65 were in colonies;

1. OSTAM, RA I 98, Polizei-Commissar Gelsenkirchen to RPA 31.8.1906.
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in north Bochum, 691 of the 1038 mine-ovmed dwellings were in colonies.
In the Herne area, 576 of the 1,203 mine-owned dwellings were in
colonies, and in the Gelsenkirchen area the figure was no less than
1,783 out of 2,125, The provortions were lower in the older mining
areas where, anyway, mine-owned housing was not increasing at the same
pace: 1in the Witten district only 96 of the ;26 company dwellings were
situated in colonies, and in the Hattingen area 108 out of 302.
Many other dwellings, while not in "colonies" were in what the surveyors

described as "enclosed localities" (geschlossene Ortschaften).1 One

significant characteristic of company housing was therefore that it

tended to isolate its inhabitants from the rest of the commnity.

This tendency was reinforced by the effects of the companies to provide

other facilities in addition to housing. The Rochumer Verein ran a co-

operative store with seven branches for its employees. The colony also
had a kindergarten for children of three to six and a training school
for girls of 1l to 17 to teach them "female handicrafts”.2 The same
pattern was found at the Krupv-owned mines Hannover and Hannibal to the
north of Bochum., These mines had first built houses in the 1860's to
attract labour, and they continued to exvand their supply thereafter.

In 1889 Hannover had three separate colonies, providing housing for 18,

76 and 22 families resvectively. Each home had three to five rooms and

1., Verein fdir die bergbaulichen Tnteressen Entwicklung des ....
Steinkohlebergbaues XII po.192-197; Hundt Bergarbieter Wohnungen
pp.18-21; “dcke Entwicklung der Bochumer Imnenstadt p.5h.

2. Tange "Wohnungsverh#ltnisse" p.80; Gainsborough Commission Tife and

Tabour p.28.
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some garden. Hannibal had one colony of 88 homes, each with four rooms
and some 1and.1 By 1901 Hannover had dwellings for 381 families, and
Hannibal enough for 102 families. A1l these homes had some garden and
facilities for livestock attached. The company also financed a kinder-
garten run by three women, one of whom also ran the Glinningfeld colony!'s
medical service. The number of such schools was expanded in the
following years, so that by 1907 there were five schools in the various
Krupp colonies, two Catholic and three Protestant. 1In addition there

there was a co-operative (company) store.’

DeSpit§ these benefits, however, the firm found that it was not
attracting sufficient labowr to take full advantage of the economic boom,
and that this failure was being compounded by high levels of labour turn-
over, which in turn had bad effects on productivity. In 1905, therefore,
it was decided to expand the supply of housing radically, and the building
of a new colony on the Dahlhausen heath was begun in 1906. In eight
vears 715 homes for workers and officials were constructed. This was a
model colony: the houses were not identical or set out in straight rows
as in the earlier colonies., There was considerable greenery. The
colony was provided with both a Catholic and a Protestant elementary

school and there were two schools for very young children. For the girls

1. BA, 20/A L5, "Geschichte der Zeche Hannover"; StAB, LL2, "Ergebnisse
der Untersuchung der Betriebs- und Arbeiterverh8linisse auf den

{ohlengruben".

2, Verein fiir die bergbaulichen Interessen Entwicklung des... Steinkohlen-
bergbaues XII pp.19-5; BA, 20/C 116, 117, 118, Jahresberichte of

Hannover & Hannibal.
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there was sewing, domestic work and cookery classes. In 1907 a branch
of the Krupp library was opened in Hordel and there was also a company
savings institute. Finally in December 1913 a large hall for 800
people was opened, with billiard and reading rooms, a bowling alley,

and rooms for clubs, small meetings and festivities.

The Xrupp and Bochumer Verein colonies were unusual in the extent of the

~

social provision in their colonies. = Greater resources and determination
were brought to bear by these large firms than most others could contem-
plate. The official investigation into conditions in the Ruhr mining

districts which followed the 1889 strike described the Krupp social

provisions at the Hannover pit and those of the Bochumer Verein at Maria-

Anna und Steinbank as “exemplary".2 But these firms only carried out

in a large and systematic manner a policy which was common throughout the
area, The number of company houses expanded considerably, as we have
already seen, and many companies provided other facilities with them.

As early as 1889 a number of pits owned or ran stores for their workers,
in a few instances giving credit and deducting bills from wages.

Other mines - for example Vollmond, Unsér Fritz and von der Heydt -

bought potatoes and sometimes other food-stuffs direct at wholesalers to
sell to the workers at cheap rates.3 In the 1900's almost all the

major companies in and around Bochum purchased foodstuffs in bulk and

1. BA 20/A Li5S, “"Geschichte der Zeche Hannover"; Croon "Studien" pp.105-6;
BA 20/C 56a, Krupp'sche Mitteilungen 3.1.191L.

o, StAB, LIS, Denkschrift Wiber die Untersuchung der Arbeiter- und
Betriebs-verh#ltnisse in den Steinkohlen-Bezirken (Berlin, 1690) p.ll.

3. ibid; StAB, L2, "Ergebnisse der Untersuchung der Betriebs- und
Arbeitsverh#ltnisse auf den Kohlengruben'"; Tenfelde Sozialgeschichte

p.361.
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1 . .
sold them at cost price to their workers. The less famous engineering

firms provided a range of services: the Gussstahlwerk Witten provided

a bath-house, a workers'! restaurant and a store in addition to its

houses; the Gewerkschaft Orange, a firm which only employed 14O workers

at the time, was reported in 1882 to have "tried to improve the lot of
its workers by the renovation of its workers! dwellings, by paving the
streets of the colony and planting them with trees, by establishing an
evening school and by granting free medical treatment and medicines to

their vives and children".2

Gardens and allotments were very popular in the Ruhr, largely because
they eﬁabled working class families to free themselves to some extent
from total dependence on the man's wageé. The mining companies
recognised this and were at pains to provide not only gardens, but also
facilities for the keeping of animals. Goats were popular and were
known as "the miner's cow'., An advertisement for men distributed in
East and West Prussia in 1908 by the Viktor mine (situated near Rauxel)
emphasized that with every colony dwelling there was "a sizeable shed,
where each person can keep his pig, his goats or his hens. So the
worker does not need to purchase every pound of meat or litre of milk",

Each home also had a garden, so that "everyone can grow his own vegetables,

1. -WTHIA, K2 8160

2, 1WA, HKB Jahresbericht 1882; Gussstahlwerk Witten AG, 185L-195L
(\Htten, 195) p.76.
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his Rumpst and his potatoes which he needs for the summer. Anyone who
needs more land can lease it cheaply nearby. In addition the mine
supplies potatoes cheaply in the winter”.1 Of the 858 mine-owned
dwellings in the south Bochum district in 1901 all had facilities for
keeping livestock, and 768 had gardens. In the north Bochum area the

figures were respectively 958 and 937, from a total of 1,038 dwellings.2

Medical insurance was another importéht service which most firms offered
their employees, even before it was made legally obligatory for them to
do so. The miners were in any event covered by the special occupational

scheme, the Knappschaft. This institution covered all t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>