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Name: Pests

<Files\\Catalonia Focus Group> - § 6 references coded  [9.87% Coverage]

Reference 1 - 1.55% Coverage

P - But we have a lot of problems with these varieties with pyricularia. It’s like the fungus, well the disease. The fungus that causes the disease, which is like the mildew on grapevines. Well, in rice we have the problem of pyricularia.
P - Blast disease.
M - Blast. OK.
P - And maybe this is the biggest issue here with rice. With those two varieties, I think that’s the main problem but maybe you can sort it.

Reference 2 - 1.26% Coverage

P - We have a group working right now on the blast disease.
M - OK. Blast disease. Ok.
P - For the blast disease in rice, we do the quiz for like genome editing now.
T - They're trying to do what Teresa said, trying to modify those genes that attract pyricularia so that the plant is not infected by the fungus and there are no losses.

Reference 3 - 2.49% Coverage

P - In Uruguay I've seen there are varieties that are genetically resistant to pyricularia. I don't know if it's... what technology they are using. 
P - Me neither.
P - But there is [20:01 Unclear] research in Uruguay, there is already a lot of advanced research for resistance to pyricularia. And here last year we were already using varieties. Four? There are four genes that are resistant to pyricularia. But I think they do that though mutagenesis.
P - No, it's a natural mutation, just on the basis of selection.
[20:30 Unclear]
P - Yes, and they do it in Seville at Hisparroz.
P - You see a big difference in production. We did indeed see that last year.

Reference 4 - 2.59% Coverage

T - They are talking about some plant varieties resistant to this disease that they were…
P - Natural selection.
T - …natural selection.
M - Oh, right, OK.
P - But technically it’s not resistant. It’s just that they are tolerant to that blast but they are not resistant.
M - Not resistant. OK. So, you still lose some.
P - Yes, we have to do at least one treatment or two.
M - Right
P - But it’s not for treatment that to varieties like Bomba and Bahía we have to do at least two and maximum four or five treatments.
M - OK.
P - And sometimes it doesn’t work.
M - OK. That’s expensive.
P - Yes, and we are still… we are interested in some variety that has resistance to that blast.

Reference 5 - 0.86% Coverage

P - Yes, and we have the problem that some bad weeds (malas hierbas) - weeds is just weeds. We have the problem that, with weeds, we select some…
M - Resistant, yes, resistant right, yes.
P - We have no options to [30:07 Unclear]

Reference 6 - 1.12% Coverage

M - Anything that’s important. Hit me! And I will do my best to get it into the report.
P - Related to photosynthesis or…
T - Only related to [31:01 Unclear]
M - OK, do you want to talk about weeds?
P - Yes, weeds and blast.
P - No because we...
P - The project is about…
M - Exactly, exactly.
Name: Biotechnology

<Files\\Catalonia Focus Group> - § 6 references coded  [5.47% Coverage]

References 1-2 - 1.30% Coverage

At the moment, as we don't have a very deep technological understanding of biotechnology, no. Actually, we’ve seen various multinationals in the world that have been working on this for years. I think there is a significant level of safety, because otherwise, after three or four decades of transgenic plants, any problems would have already arisen.

Reference 3 - 1.18% Coverage

P - This is a very complex issue because this technology is now in the hands of multinationals. This is why it’s all gone outside of Europe. And then there is a political constraint that restricts us, and as this can play a role, it’s difficult. These two combinations, of the multinationals and the [26:03 Unclear].

Reference 4 - 0.56% Coverage

P - It comes to the farmer for use in the field, in order to bring it to the market. We are the last...
P - Link in...
P - Yes, we are the last ones.

Reference 5 - 0.90% Coverage

M - Right, OK. So, you feel quite… you feel like a small part in this process? The farming community feels like…
T - A small part within [27:09 Unclear]. Finally, GM crops can be grown in your fields. [27:17 Unclear] a voice that is heard.

Reference 6 - 1.53% Coverage

P - It shouldn’t harm us, because it's beneficial for us, for our fields. Let's see if it increases our profitability. There shouldn't be any problem but, of course, you have to produce and you have to test what you produce. It's a process that’s not... I don't think it's quick. It’s not like maize or wheat, which is faster. For us, rice is a delicate product. It takes at least three years. We have to see.

Name: Risks
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Reference 1 - 0.33% Coverage

P - I don't know because there might be side effects which I don't know, so I don't know.

Reference 2 - 1.90% Coverage

P - What I see here… I’m in favour of transgenic plants from the outset, OK? I’m an agricultural engineer and I’m in favour. But I see that, in the presentation you gave, everything is absolutely positive. All of it. Everything is in favour. I haven't seen anything negative. I listen to the environmentalists, I can refute almost everything they say, but there is one point, and I would like you to tell me your opinion, what is the possible recombination of genes that may occur with these transgenic plants?

Reference 3 - 0.24% Coverage

P - Mutate or recombinate [sic]. It could mutate or recombine...

Reference 4 - 0.88% Coverage

P - Something living is being modified. To what extent is there such control as to avoid this affecting biodiversity?
P - Well, you can ensure that that's really stable and that gene will not mutate or combinate [sic] with other plants.

Reference 5 - 0.39% Coverage

P - How safe is it? What are the risks here? I didn’t hear anything about that. Everything was in favour.
Name: Need to trial variety performance across the supply chain

<Files\\Catalonia Focus Group> - § 5 references coded  [8.37% Coverage]

Reference 1 - 1.00% Coverage

T - He’s mentioning that in order to produce, you have to see that the production is going as expected. He doesn’t know about maize, but rice is a delicate plant and you need like two or three years to see finally…
M - OK, so a trial, like a trial?
P - Yes, a trial.

Reference 2 - 1.26% Coverage

P - I say we are willing to work together on this but you don’t have the product at home beforehand in order to study the land with the variety and whether it’s suitable. Well, it means two or three years beforehand, you don't have it in the cooking pot to see if it generates any interest and to create an area for a variety that works.

Reference 3 - 1.92% Coverage

P - He says that we would be, like, interested in participating in this. The thing is, I assume it's a slow process, isn't it? That it would be two or three years from when it might come out of the lab to being tested in the field…
T - [32:37 Unclear] participate at the field level in order to test the variety, to see if it works.
P - 10 or 20 hectares but it's just that... [32:51 Unclear] it's interesting but it needs processing in the mill and we need to see if it's well received in our area when cooked.

Reference 4 - 1.98% Coverage

P - Unlike maize, for example, maize is eaten by animals. In the case .... The main difference between maize and rice is that rice is a product just for humans, so we have to test it in the “molino”. We have to test it… To mill rice. What? Windmill?
P - Yes, windmill.
P - And the cookers, “els cuiners”, the chefs or the… yes, they have to cook it, they have to try it, they have to… The big difference with the rice between the rest of the world and Spain is that we do rice, round rice, and that’s just for the cuisine, the…

Reference 5 - 2.22% Coverage

M - Yes, yes. So, it’s not just performance on the farm, it’s performance through the supply chain?
P - Yes.
M - All the way through.
P - Yes, that’s it.
P - The whole circle. The whole circuit.
M - Yes, yes.
P - The whole thing.
M - OK.
T - All the process, you have to be sure in each step that it’s performing as you expected.
P - It's when the cereal product can be successful or not. It has to go through all the points, and rice is too delicate to say that “this works and we're interested in this variety”.
T - You also mentioned that you were willing to try it.
P - Yes, yes.
Name: Impact of drought

<Files\\Catalonia Focus Group> - § 3 references coded  [2.35% Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.87% Coverage

M - Is that a big problem? Is water use the issue in the area?
T - Is climate change and drought a big problem for you?
P - It is here.
P - Especially now.
P - Right now.
P - Yes.
M - Why?
P - Drought.
P - Because of drought.

Reference 2 - 0.82% Coverage

P - So, there are droughts, so they don't have the water they need to sow. They cannot even sow the whole hectares. There's no water to sow all fields.
P - Yes, especially last year. This year…
P - This year is worse.

Reference 3 - 0.66% Coverage

P - In the Mediterranean region, these changes are very [10:23 Unclear] and also the impact is bigger than in other areas.
M - Climate change?
P - I mean for heat and also for…

Name: Benefits
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Reference 1 - 1.48% Coverage

P - From the perspective of the farmer or producer, it’s positive, isn't it? Because if, using... having the same production costs, you manage to increase production, and therefore the farm’s profit, it’s positive. Now, I can't think of anything negative, right? Increased production at the same cost, right? I think everybody will confirm that. And even more so if it's 30%, a 20%, 25% increase.

Reference 2 - 2.62% Coverage

M - Well, I can give an example. In the UK, I spoke to potato farmers. The potato market is not growing, so they saw 30% increase as meaning some of them would lose their jobs. But I don’t know if you feel the same or there’s not really…
P - No. The rice is important here, so…
M - OK, so there’s room for the market to…
P - Yes, grow.
M - Perhaps you can continue in Catalan for that portion.
T - Ah, yes.
M - Sorry.
T - About the UK?
M - Yes, about the UK example.
T - There is a farmer (in Catalan) who, given that the potato was not very successful, on increasing production, there are some who are going to lose their jobs because there is no way to give…
P - We have not that problem.

Reference 3 - 2.15% Coverage

P - And we have another problem in the case of rice, which, as it comes from... most of the production comes from abroad, mainly from Asia or South America, in our case, the [28:34 Unclear] commercial companies, it is very expensive in Europe to register new active ingredients. The problem we have in the case of rice in Spain and in Europe is that we have very few active ingredients and, time and again, we have weeds that are resistant to those active ingredients. So, if we have new solutions in the case of transgenic varieties, well maybe that solves the problem a bit.

Name: Questions about PhotoBoost target mechanisms

<Files\\Catalonia Focus Group> - § 2 references coded  [2.48% Coverage]

Reference 1 - 1.23% Coverage

M - Perfect. That's it. And now I can come back to you because you wanted to say something. Yes.
P - I was just going back to your question about photosynthesis. And I have a question to answer to your question. Are you trying to understand the mechanisms or you know exactly the mechanisms and just implement them for the plant?

Reference 2 - 1.24% Coverage

P - OK. So you already understand the whole process, how to improve the whole photosynthesis process and you go that and insert it into the plant gene?
M - More or less, more or less, I think. I don't know if we understand the whole process but we certainly understand some of the pathways to improving photosynthesis, specifically.

Name: Markets
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Reference 1 - 1.74% Coverage

M - So they don't have a choice of variety, because we're offering them a new variety, essentially. But that isn't how they've approached this problem so far.
T - OK. Do you not have a choice when choosing the variety?
P - Especially for droughts, for drought or water problems, no. No. There are different varieties but it is more for a culinary or production issue than for drought or ...
P - Production is based on something that the market is going to consume.

Reference 2 - 1.20% Coverage

P - Yes, and in the rice imported here, they use products that…
M - Are banned from Europe.
P - Yes.
M - Right, right.
P - And they can produce cheaper, any many have more production because they have commercial products that they bought out of Europe, and in Europe, we can’t use it, and then…
M - Active ingredient.
Name: Potential planting distances
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Reference 1 - 1.84% Coverage

P - In the case of maize, for example, when you plant transgenic maize, you have to leave part of the surface area, or surround it as a refuge effect to avoid... In the case of rice, for example, would you have to do the same as this or...?
P - Sorry.
P - In the case of rice, for example, would you have to do the same or is there any possibility of transmitting the genes, for example, through pollination from one plant to another or from one field to another, is there any kind of risk?

Reference 2 - 1.17% Coverage

M - As you know, in Europe there wouldn't be any wild type of rice because it's not native.
P - Good lord, no. Native varieties of rice, Bomba. I don’t know.
P - I think Bomba. Bomba rice maybe.
P - I think it’s native. I think it’s Spanish, right?
P - Yes, I think so.
P - What about Bahia?
P - I think so.
Name: Varieties
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Reference 1 - 0.77% Coverage

M - Do they all grow the same variety?
T - Do they all grow the same variety?
P - No, well…
P - The same type of variety.
P - The same family.
P - Yes, almost.
P - Round rice, japonica.
P - Japonica.











