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Zimbabwe fast facts:

Zimbabweans are amongst the most highly educated of African populations (89% literacy rate; 44% of eligible youngsters going to secondary school) 

In 2008, the inflation rate reached an eye watering 79.6 billion per cent leading to abandonment of the Zimbabwean dollar. The official currency of Zimbabwe is now the US Dollar

The people remain impoverished with 74% of the population living on less than $5.50 per day

Despite this mobile phone ownership is high at around 85 mobile phone subscriptions per 100 population owing to the need to pay by ‘mobile money’ as the banks have extremely limited hard currency. 

The rate of HIV infection was almost 25% in the mid 1990s, but is now below 15% of the population aged between 15 and 49

Consequent to HIV infection, life expectancy in Zimbabwe was 43.1 years in 2003 although this has now risen again to around 60 years

Adapted from World Bank data, BBC News website and personal communications 
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