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We thank Dr Radu Tanacli and colleagues for their interest in our recent paper on the 

identification of myocardial disarray in hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM) (1). They 

emphasise the importance of quantifying fibrosis because in itself it might contribute to the 

appearance of disarray. Our study tried to account for both focal and diffuse fibrosis. 

Although extracellular volume (ECV) fraction is yet to be validated in HCM, it is the best 

biomarker of diffuse fibrosis available. But despite possible fibrosis induced-disarray, our 

effect remained even after factoring out fibrosis. There is much work to be done in validating  

fibrosis quantification by imaging with HCM histology. However, access to tissue is 

invariably difficult. They also suggest that oedema and inflammation could contribute to 

disarray. This is an intriguing possibility and requires further work. 
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