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Ash Tree Disease 
AW_workindustty. Which ONE of the following industry sectors does your business mainly operate in? 

2% 

1% 

5% 

5% 

10% 

1% 

4% 

7% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Legal 

Accountancy 

Hospitality and leisure 

Financial services 

Retail 

Agriculture and forestry 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

Unweighted base : All GB workers (1174) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
AW_workindustty. Which ONE of the following industry sectors does your business mainly operate in? (continued 2) 

0% 

26% 

1% 

4% 

14% 

13% 

2% 

4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not applicable 

Other 

Real estate 

Transportation & distribution 

Education 

Medical & health services 

Media/ marketing/ advertising/ PR & sales 

IT & telecoms 

Unweighted base : All GB workers (1174) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
ONS_urban. Living in Urban / Rural / Town and Fringe 

0% 

8% 

10% 

82% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Uncoded 

Rural 

Town and Fringe 

Urban 

Unweighted base (2036) 



07-12-2016 

3 

5 

Ash Tree Disease 
AW_educationlevel. What is the highest educational or work-related qualification you have? 

3% 

3% 

2% 

7% 

3% 

9% 

24% 

19% 

17% 

11% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Prefer not to say 

Don't know 

Other 

Professional qualifications (e.g. teaching, nursing, accountancy etc.) 

Recognised trade apprenticeship 

Higher degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MBA, PGCE, PhD) 

University level study (e.g. BSc, BA, graduate certificate, HND) 

Post-secondary level qualification (e.g. A-levels, HNC, Highers, 
Foundation degree) 

School level qualification (e.g. O-levels, GCSEs) 

Vocational qualifications (e.g. NVQs, Basic Skills, City & Guilds) 

Unweighted base (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

8% 

4% 

3% 

5% 

3% 

32% 

30% 

37% 

29% 

20% 

8% 

10% 

4% 

15% 

21% 

3% 

5% 

7% 

2% 

1% 

31% 

32% 

22% 

40% 

53% 

18% 

20% 

26% 

8% 

2% 

39% 

42% 

26% 

55% 

73% 

21% 

25% 

33% 

10% 

3% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Don't know

Neither agree nor disagree

Strongly agree

Strongly disagree

Tend to agree

Tend to disagree

Net: Agree

Net: Disagree

- The speed of development in science and 
technology means that they cannot be properly 

controlled by government 

- Science shouldn't tamper with nature 

- Science makes our way of life change too fast 

- The benefits of science are greater than any 
harmful effects 

- On the whole, science will make lives easier 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  
- On the whole, science will make lives easier 

3% 

73% 

3% 

1% 

2% 

20% 

53% 

21% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Disagree 

Net: Agree 

Don't know 

Strongly disagree 

Tend to disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Tend to agree 

Strongly agree 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 

8 

Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  
- The benefits of science are greater than any harmful effects 

10% 

55% 

5% 

2% 

8% 

29% 

40% 

15% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Disagree 

Net: Agree 

Don't know 

Strongly disagree 

Tend to disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Tend to agree 

Strongly agree 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  
- Science makes our way of life change too fast 

33% 

26% 

3% 

7% 

26% 

37% 

22% 

4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Disagree 

Net: Agree 

Don't know 

Strongly disagree 

Tend to disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Tend to agree 

Strongly agree 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  
- Science shouldn't tamper with nature 

25% 

42% 

4% 

5% 

20% 

30% 

32% 

10% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Disagree 

Net: Agree 

Don't know 

Strongly disagree 

Tend to disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Tend to agree 

Strongly agree 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  
- The speed of development in science and technology means that they cannot be properly controlled by government 

21% 

39% 

8% 

3% 

18% 

32% 

31% 

8% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Disagree 

Net: Agree 

Don't know 

Strongly disagree 

Tend to disagree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Tend to agree 

Strongly agree 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q2a. In general, how well informed, if at all, do you feel about each of the following? (Please select the option that BEST 
applies on each row) 

17% 

20% 

25% 

23% 

55% 

53% 

3% 

4% 

80% 

76% 

20% 

24% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Fairly well informed

Not at all informed

Not very well informed

Very well informed

Net: Not well informed

Net: Well informed

- Scientific research and developments in the area 
of tree pests and diseases 

- Plant science (i.e. the scientific study of plants) 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q2a. In general, how well informed, if at all, do you feel about each of the following? (Please select the option that BEST 
applies on each row)  
- Plant science (i.e. the scientific study of plants) 

76% 

24% 

23% 

53% 

20% 

4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not well informed 

Net: Well informed 

Not at all informed 

Not very well informed 

Fairly well informed 

Very well informed 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q2a. In general, how well informed, if at all, do you feel about each of the following? (Please select the option that BEST 
applies on each row)  
- Scientific research and developments in the area of tree pests and diseases 

80% 

20% 

25% 

55% 

17% 

3% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not well informed 

Net: Well informed 

Not at all informed 

Not very well informed 

Fairly well informed 

Very well informed 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q3. In which, if any, of the following ways would you say you engage with nature (e.g. animals and plants)? (Please select all 
that apply) 

12% 

3% 

4% 

50% 

12% 

44% 

26% 

3% 

2% 

13% 

4% 

37% 

3% 

45% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not applicable - I wouldn't say I engage with nature 

Don't know 

Other 

As a visitor to the countryside during day trips/ holidays 

As a cyclist 

As a walker/ rambler/ hiker 

As a visitor to nature reserves 

As a natural historian 

As a botanist (i.e. a biologist specialising in the study of plants) 

As birdwatcher 

As a hunter/ angler/ fisherman 

As a pet owner/ keeper 

As a farmer, forester and/ or horticulturalist 

As a gardener 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q4. Which, if any, of the following organisations are you currently a member/ have been a member of in the past 5 years (i.e. 
since April 2011)? (Please select all that apply) 

1% 

0% 

1% 

1% 

4% 

2% 

14% 

0% 

1% 

0% 

4% 

0% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The Ramblers 

Plantlife 

The British Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC) 

The Campaign To Protect Rural England (CPRE) 

English Heritage 

Woodland Trust 

National Trust 

National Farmers Union (NFU) 

Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 

Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

Country Land & Business Association (CLA) 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q4. Which, if any, of the following organisations are you currently a member/ have been a member of in the past 5 years (i.e. 
since April 2011)? (Please select all that apply) (continued 2) 

75% 

3% 

4% 

0% 

1% 

2% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not applicable - I am not currently a member/ haven't been a 
member of any of these organisations in the past 5 years 

Don't know/ can't recall 

Other countryside, heritage, animal or nature groups 

A Civic Society 

Friends of the Earth 

Greenpeace 

Royal Scottish Forestry Society 

Royal Forestry Society 

Small Woods Association 

Scottish Rural Property and Business Association 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q5. Which ONE, if any, of the following would you say is the MOST influential source of information for people on issues 
relating to trees and the countryside? 

19% 

5% 

2% 

3% 

1% 

4% 

21% 

5% 

2% 

38% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Don't know 

None of these 

Friends and colleagues 

Scientific and Government reports 

Charity magazines and newsletters 

Social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, YouTube etc.) 

The internet 

Newspapers 

Radio programmes 

TV programmes 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10__coded. You said you would find genetically modifying UK native trees more/ less acceptable than/ as acceptable as 
genetically modifying agricultural crops... Why do you say this? 

4% 

3% 

1% 

3% 

1% 

4% 

2% 

3% 

17% 

12% 

7% 

8% 

5% 

8% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Theres a need for crops /agree with agriculture / provides food 

No benefit / no reason for it / less necessary 

They're trees / plants / both plants 

Long term results unknown / don't know the effects 

As long as its controlled / done responsibly / well regulated 

No difference / both the same 

Don't know enough about it 

No problem with either / both acceptable / both needed / useful 

Good for the trees / prevents diseases / protects trees / keeps them 
healthy / stops them dying out 

Should not interfere with nature / upset the balance / nature 
capable of this 

Both are unacceptable 

Don't eat trees / not affecting food chain 

Agree with any genetic modification / don't see any harm in it / has 
its benefits 

Disagree with any genetic modification 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees more/ less acceptable than/ as acceptable as genetically 
modifying agricultural crops (1551) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10__coded. You said you would find genetically modifying UK native trees more/ less acceptable than/ as acceptable as 
genetically modifying agricultural crops... Why do you say this? (continued 2) 

6% 

9% 

10% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

0% 

2% 

1% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

N/A 

Don't know 

Other 

No reason / no opinion either way 

Cross pollination / interact with nature 

Both have similar risks / effects / one impacts on other 

OK / good idea / more acceptable 

Genetic modifying happened for years / always been done 

Safe / doesn't affect plants / environment / humans 

Harmful to environment / animal life / ecosystem 

Cheaper 

Progress / progress in science / way forward 

As long as there's a need / the right reasons / depends on purpose 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees more/ less acceptable than/ as acceptable as genetically 
modifying agricultural crops (1551) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_1. Why do you say this? - "More acceptable" 

3% 

0% 

0% 

2% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

27% 

0% 

0% 

46% 

3% 

2% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Theres a need for crops /agree with agriculture / provides food 

No benefit / no reason for it / less necessary 

They're trees / plants / both plants 

Long term results unknown / don't know the effects 

As long as its controlled / done responsibly / well regulated 

No difference / both the same 

Don't know enough about it 

No problem with either / both acceptable / both needed / useful 

Good for the trees / prevents diseases / protects trees / keeps them 
healthy / stops them dying out 

Should not interfere with nature / upset the balance / nature 
capable of this 

Both are unacceptable 

Don't eat trees / not affecting food chain 

Agree with any genetic modification / don't see any harm in it / has 
its benefits 

Disagree with any genetic modification 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees more acceptable than genetically modifying agricultural crops (220) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_1. Why do you say this? - "More acceptable" (continued 2) 

4% 

5% 

10% 

2% 

0% 

0% 

4% 

0% 

3% 

0% 

0% 

3% 

1% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

N/A 

Don't know 

Other 

No reason / no opinion either way 

Cross pollination / interact with nature 

Both have similar risks / effects / one impacts on other 

OK / good idea / more acceptable 

Genetic modifying happened for years / always been done 

Safe / doesn't affect plants / environment / humans 

Harmful to environment / animal life / ecosystem 

Cheaper 

Progress / progress in science / way forward 

As long as there's a need / the right reasons / depends on purpose 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees more acceptable than genetically modifying agricultural crops (220) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_2. Why do you say this? - "About the same" 

3% 

1% 

2% 

2% 

2% 

6% 

2% 

5% 

20% 

2% 

10% 

1% 

9% 

7% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Theres a need for crops /agree with agriculture / provides food 

No benefit / no reason for it / less necessary 

They're trees / plants / both plants 

Long term results unknown / don't know the effects 

As long as its controlled / done responsibly / well regulated 

No difference / both the same 

Don't know enough about it 

No problem with either / both acceptable / both needed / useful 

Good for the trees / prevents diseases / protects trees / keeps them 
healthy / stops them dying out 

Should not interfere with nature / upset the balance / nature 
capable of this 

Both are unacceptable 

Don't eat trees / not affecting food chain 

Agree with any genetic modification / don't see any harm in it / has 
its benefits 

Disagree with any genetic modification 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees as acceptable as genetically modifying agricultural crops (917) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_2. Why do you say this? - "About the same" (continued 2) 

6% 

10% 

10% 

2% 

1% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

2% 

2% 

1% 

3% 

2% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

N/A 

Don't know 

Other 

No reason / no opinion either way 

Cross pollination / interact with nature 

Both have similar risks / effects / one impacts on other 

OK / good idea / more acceptable 

Genetic modifying happened for years / always been done 

Safe / doesn't affect plants / environment / humans 

Harmful to environment / animal life / ecosystem 

Cheaper 

Progress / progress in science / way forward 

As long as there's a need / the right reasons / depends on purpose 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees as acceptable as genetically modifying agricultural crops (917) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_3. Why do you say this? - "Less acceptable" 

8% 

11% 

0% 

7% 

0% 

0% 

2% 

0% 

2% 

41% 

4% 

2% 

0% 

13% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Theres a need for crops /agree with agriculture / provides food 

No benefit / no reason for it / less necessary 

They're trees / plants / both plants 

Long term results unknown / don't know the effects 

As long as its controlled / done responsibly / well regulated 

No difference / both the same 

Don't know enough about it 

No problem with either / both acceptable / both needed / useful 

Good for the trees / prevents diseases / protects trees / keeps them 
healthy / stops them dying out 

Should not interfere with nature / upset the balance / nature 
capable of this 

Both are unacceptable 

Don't eat trees / not affecting food chain 

Agree with any genetic modification / don't see any harm in it / has 
its benefits 

Disagree with any genetic modification 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees less acceptable than genetically modifying agricultural crops (414) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q10_3. Why do you say this? “Less acceptable" (continued 2) 

8% 

9% 

9% 

1% 

1% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

1% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

N/A 

Don't know 

Other 

No reason / no opinion either way 

Cross pollination / interact with nature 

Both have similar risks / effects / one impacts on other 

OK / good idea / more acceptable 

Genetic modifying happened for years / always been done 

Safe / doesn't affect plants / environment / humans 

Harmful to environment / animal life / ecosystem 

Cheaper 

Progress / progress in science / way forward 

As long as there's a need / the right reasons / depends on purpose 

Unweighted base: All GB adults that said they would find genetically modifying UK native trees less acceptable than genetically modifying agricultural crops (414) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q9. For the following questions, by 'genetic modification', we mean inserting foreign genes (i.e. genes from other plants or animals, either from the same 
species or different species) into the genetic codes of plants, animals, bacteria and other microorganisms.  
Do you generally find it more or less acceptable to genetically modify UK native trees, compared with genetically modifying agricultural food crops? 

25% 

20% 

43% 

12% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Don't know 

Less acceptable 

About the same 

More acceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q6. According to the Forestry Commission, a disease is causing dieback (i.e. where a tree or shrub begins to die from the tip of its leaves or roots backwards) and death of our native ash trees. It 
is unrealistic to stop trees becoming infected and there is no feasible way to treat them once they have the disease. The disease has severely damaged 9 out of 10 ash trees in Denmark and has the 
potential to destroy up to 95% of all ash trees in the UK. There are a number of potential ways to try to reduce the long term impact of ash tree dieback. Each option will take a different length of time 
to make a noticeable difference (in the brackets below).  
If you were to choose, which THREE of the following options would you MOST prefer? (Please select up to THREE options) 

22% 

3% 

14% 

40% 

18% 

30% 

27% 

32% 

17% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Don't know 

None of these 

No action (i.e. let nature take its course, and wait for potential 
native ash trees to evolve tolerance to ash dieback) (75+ years) 

Breed tolerant ash trees by finding native ash trees with some 
tolerance to ash dieback and cross-breeding them with trees that 

have no tolerance (25+ years) 

Cross-breed native ash with the Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create 
a disease-tolerant hybrids (20+ years) 

Use DNA studies to speed up the search for native disease-tolerant 
ash trees and accelerate the breeding process of those trees (15+ 

years) 

Use genetic modification (GM) techniques to develop disease-
tolerant ash trees (5-10 years) 

Plant a different native tree species (such oak or poplar) as a 
replacement for diseased ash trees (5 years) 

Plant seeds of Asian (i.e. non-native) species of ash tree that are 
tolerant to the disease as a replacement for diseased native ash 

trees (5 years) 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7a. For the following question, we would like you to focus on reducing the long term impact of ash tree dieback by planting a disease-tolerant Asian (i.e. non-native) ash 
tree species... 
Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant disease-tolerant Asian (i.e. non-native) ash tree species in each of the following places? (Please select the 
option that BEST applies on each row) 

26% 

30% 

32% 

20% 

21% 

20% 

8% 

10% 

10% 

8% 

5% 

4% 

24% 

24% 

25% 

15% 

10% 

8% 

33% 

40% 

42% 

23% 

15% 

13% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Acceptable

Don't know

Highly acceptable

Highly unacceptable

Neutral

Unacceptable

Net: Acceptable

Net: Unacceptable

- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

- Forestry plantations 

- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7a. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant disease-tolerant Asian (i.e. non-native) ash tree species in each 
of the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

42% 

13% 

20% 

10% 

32% 

25% 

8% 

4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7a.Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant disease-tolerant Asian (i.e. non-native) ash tree species in each of 
the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Forestry plantations 

40% 

15% 

21% 

10% 

30% 

24% 

10% 

5% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7a. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant disease-tolerant Asian (i.e. non-native) ash tree species in each 
of the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

33% 

23% 

20% 

8% 

26% 

24% 

15% 

8% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7b. For the following questions, we would like you to focus on reducing the long term impact of ash tree dieback by planting cross-bred 
native ash with Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create disease-tolerant hybrids... 
Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cross-bred native ash with Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create disease-
tolerant hybrids in the following places? 

27% 

31% 

33% 

21% 

21% 

20% 

8% 

11% 

10% 

7% 

5% 

4% 

26% 

25% 

25% 

12% 

7% 

7% 

35% 

42% 

43% 

18% 

12% 

11% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Acceptable

Don't know

Highly acceptable

Highly unacceptable

Neutral

Unacceptable

Net: Acceptable

Net: Unacceptable

- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

- Forestry plantations 

- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cross-bred native ash with Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create 
disease-tolerant hybrids in the following places?  
- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

43% 

11% 

20% 

10% 

33% 

25% 

7% 

4% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cross-bred native ash with Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create 
disease-tolerant hybrids in the following places?  
- Forestry plantations 

42% 

12% 

21% 

11% 

31% 

25% 

7% 

5% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 

36 

Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q7b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cross-bred native ash with Asian ash (i.e. non-native) to create 
disease-tolerant hybrids in the following places?  
- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

35% 

18% 

21% 

8% 

27% 

26% 

12% 

7% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8a. As a reminder, by 'genetic modification', we mean inserting foreign genes (i.e. genes from other plants or animals, either from the same species or from different 
species) into the genetic codes of plants, animals, bacteria and other microorganisms. One GM (i.e. genetically modified) technique to develop disease tolerance in ash trees is to 
move genes from Asian ash species into our UK ash species using GM methods to give them tolerance. This is called cis-GM. 
Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cis-GM ash trees (i.e. trees with genes introduced from other species of ash tree) in the following places? 
(Please select the option that BEST applies on each row) 

25% 

27% 

29% 

23% 

22% 

22% 

7% 

9% 

9% 

8% 

6% 

6% 

25% 

24% 

24% 

12% 

10% 

10% 

32% 

37% 

38% 

20% 

16% 

16% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Acceptable

Don't know

Highly acceptable

Highly unacceptable

Neutral

Unacceptable

Net: Acceptable

Net: Unacceptable

- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

- Forestry plantations 

- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 

38 

Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8a. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cis-GM ash trees (i.e. trees with genes introduced from other 
species of ash tree) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

38% 

16% 

22% 

9% 

29% 

24% 

10% 

6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8a.Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cis-GM ash trees (i.e. trees with genes introduced from other 
species of ash tree) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Forestry plantations 

37% 

16% 

22% 

9% 

27% 

24% 

10% 

6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 

40 

Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8a. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant cis-GM ash trees (i.e. trees with genes introduced from other 
species of ash tree) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

32% 

20% 

23% 

7% 

25% 

25% 

12% 

8% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8b. A second GM (i.e. genetically modified) technique is to move genes from non-ash plant species (e.g. nettle) into UK ash species using GM methods to give them 
tolerance. This is called trans-GM. 
Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant trans-GM ash trees (i.e trees with genes introduced from non-ash plant species) in the following places? 
(Please select the option that BEST applies on each row) 

23% 

25% 

27% 

24% 

24% 

23% 

7% 

8% 

8% 

7% 

6% 

6% 

26% 

26% 

25% 

14% 

11% 

11% 

30% 

34% 

35% 

21% 

17% 

16% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Acceptable

Don't know

Highly acceptable

Highly unacceptable

Neutral

Unacceptable

Net: Acceptable

Net: Unacceptable

- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

- Forestry plantations 

- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant trans-GM ash trees (i.e trees with genes introduced from non-
ash plant species) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Urban parks/ roadsides/ gardens 

35% 

16% 

23% 

8% 

27% 

25% 

11% 

6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant trans-GM ash trees (i.e trees with genes introduced from non-
ash plant species) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Forestry plantations 

34% 

17% 

24% 

8% 

25% 

26% 

11% 

6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q8b. Generally, how acceptable, if at all, do you think it would be to plant trans-GM ash trees (i.e trees with genes introduced from non-
ash plant species) in the following places? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Natural woodlands and wider countryside 

30% 

21% 

24% 

7% 

23% 

26% 

14% 

7% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Acceptable 

Net: Unacceptable 

Don't know 

Highly acceptable 

Acceptable 

Neutral 

Unacceptable 

Highly unacceptable 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. For the following question, if you weren't aware of or didn't experience any of the following, please select the 'Not applicable' option. 
In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible solutions? (Please 
select the option that BEST applies on each row) 

16% 

20% 

26% 

27% 

25% 

5% 

6% 

11% 

15% 

8% 

9% 

9% 

9% 

10% 

10% 

39% 

29% 

31% 

27% 

29% 

14% 

18% 

8% 

8% 

11% 

17% 

18% 

15% 

14% 

17% 

21% 

26% 

36% 

42% 

33% 

31% 

37% 

23% 

22% 

28% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

A little

A lot

Don't know

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/
didn't experience this

Not at all

Not very much

Net: Influence

Net: Not influenced
- Learning about controversial and/ or ethical issues 

at school/ college or university 

- Campaigns against genetic modification by groups 
such as Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth 

- Reports of the ash dieback outbreak in 2012 

- Dutch-elm disease in the 1980s (i.e. a tree disease 
imported on infected elm logs, leading to the death 

of most mature UK elm trees by the early 1980s) 

- The GM-controversy of the 1990s (i.e. when public 
awareness of genetic modification peaked and a 

number of public interest groups emerged to focus 
on the issue) 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible 
solutions? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- The GM-controversy of the 1990s (i.e. when public awareness of genetic modification peaked and a number of public interest groups emerged to focus on the 
issue) 

28% 

33% 

29% 

10% 

11% 

17% 

25% 

8% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not influenced 

Net: Influence 

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/ didn't experience this 

Don't know 

Not at all 

Not very much 

A little 

A lot 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible 
solutions? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Dutch-elm disease in the 1980s (i.e. a tree disease imported on infected elm logs, leading to the death of most mature UK elm trees by the early 1980s) 

22% 

42% 

27% 

10% 

8% 

14% 

27% 

15% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not influenced 

Net: Influence 

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/ didn't experience this 

Don't know 

Not at all 

Not very much 

A little 

A lot 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 

48 

Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible 
solutions? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Reports of the ash dieback outbreak in 2012 

23% 

36% 

31% 

9% 

8% 

15% 

26% 

11% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not influenced 

Net: Influence 

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/ didn't experience this 

Don't know 

Not at all 

Not very much 

A little 

A lot 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible 
solutions? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Campaigns against genetic modification by groups such as Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth 

37% 

26% 

29% 

9% 

18% 

18% 

20% 

6% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not influenced 

Net: Influence 

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/ didn't experience this 

Don't know 

Not at all 

Not very much 

A little 

A lot 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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Ash Tree Disease 
WUT_q11. In general, to what extent, if at all, would you say each of the following has influenced your thinking on tree diseases and/ or their possible 
solutions? (Please select the option that BEST applies on each row)  
- Learning about controversial and/ or ethical issues at school/ college or university 

31% 

21% 

39% 

9% 

14% 

17% 

16% 

5% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Net: Not influenced 

Net: Influence 

Not applicable - I wasn't aware of/ didn't experience this 

Don't know 

Not at all 

Not very much 

A little 

A lot 

Unweighted base: All GB adults (2036) 
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