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4.

of the tradition seen in the Synoptic Gospels, especially in
Matthew, it comes to be associated with the Parousia of Christ,
This depends upon a traditiom of exegesis, particularly of Dan.7.13
and related texts, which has also left traces in the book of
Revelation. It may therefore be suggested that the tradition was
developed by Christisn prophets. The successive stages may be
observed in Lk 17,2237,
Shapter VIII

The interpretation of the book of Daniel found in Mk 13
may be seen to be traditional in that it has parallels independent
of Mark: in the non-Marcan parts of Mt.24, in I Thess.4 and II
Thess.2, Rev.13, the epistles of John and the Didache. In these
somrces we meet with various forms or fragments of one basiec myths
the evil king of great power ("Antichrist") who sets himself up in
God's place, persecutes the saints and seduces men as a false
prophet by his signs of power; who is at last destroyed by the
Lord at his appearing, when the saints are vindicated and gathered,
It is especially characteristic of these Christian and presumably
prophetic interpretations of Deniel that texts on the false prophet
from Dt. 13 are invariably associated with those from Daniel., I
presume that all these documents present in different ways a prophetie
tradition of the interpretation of the book of Daniel, applying it
to present dangers facing the chureh, The conjecture may be approved
that it was developed first to symbolize and reply to the threat of
Roman totalitarianism seen in the attempt by Gaius Caesar in 4041
AJDe 0 have his statue placed in the temple of Jerusalem.
Shapter IX

This is however not the only traditional source contributing
to Mk 13, A quite different set of correspondences may be traced
with the vision of the seven seals in Rev.6f, and the non-Marcan
parts of the discourse in Lk 21 (here presumed to form an independent
source), All these sources present a common pattern: a sequence of
preliminary woes, persecution of the saints, and final judgment :om
Jerusalem (2 trace of this idea still survives in Rev.6) set in a

context of world=judgment. In Mk 13 the material derived from the









