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Table 1: Summary Statistics
Work Migrant Adult Male

Age
    Mean 35.3 43.9
    Standard Deviation 10.6 13.9
Education (years)
    Mean 8.0 3.0
    Standard Deviation 5.0 4.3
Ethnicity (Percentage)
   Brahmin 34.5 11.7
   Chhetri 21.5 15.6
   Newar 7.4 7.9
   Tharu 3.1 6.7
   Magar 6.1 6.0
   Tamang 4.2 5.9
   Other 23.2 46.2
Language (Percentage)
   Nepali 73.9 45.3
   Maithili 6.2 13.2
   Bhojpuri 1.3 7.3
   Newar 4.4 6.1
   Tharu 2.0 5.8
   Tamang 3.7 5.5
   Other 8.5 16.8
Religion (Percentage)
   Hindu 89.6 81.0
   Buddheism 7.2 11.7
   Muslim 0.9 3.7
   Kirat 1.5 2.9
  Christian 0.6 0.3
 Others 0.2 0.4
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Table 3. Comparing the actual destination to alternative destinations
All figures are relative to the district of origin Actual Mean in Diff. in mean

Destination Alt. Destin. t-stat
Income and consumption

Average income (log) 0.195 -0.037 -61.774 ***
Differential in log income due to education and language -0.004 0.004 1.940 *
Average consumption expenditures (log) 0.075 -0.047 -33.587 ***
Differential in log consumption due to education and language 0.009 0.012 0.907
Relative log income -0.001 0.000 2.352 **
Relative log consumption 0.001 0.001 1.325

Subjective consumption adequacy
Average consumption adequacy index: total income 0.094 -0.010 -44.058 ***
Differential due to education and language: total income -0.024 0.010 13.100 ***
Average consumption adequacy index: food 0.076 -0.019 -42.957 ***
Differential due to education and language: food 0.010 -0.020 -15.012 ***
Average consumption adequacy index: clothing 0.070 -0.028 -47.461 ***
Differential due to education and language: clothing 0.011 0.000 -5.412 ***
Average consumption adequacy index: housing 0.081 -0.022 -46.650 ***
Differential due to education and language: housing 0.008 0.003 -2.229 **
Average consumption adequacy index: health care 0.094 -0.011 -46.011 ***
Differential due to education and language: health care 0.016 -0.012 -11.462 ***
Average consumption adequacy index: children schooling 0.054 -0.008 -35.556 ***
Differential due to education and language: children schooling 0.010 -0.014 -13.540 ***

Prices and amenities
Log of rice price -0.088 0.021 47.577 ***
Housing price premium (log) 0.377 0.210 -12.188 ***
Travel time to nearest paved road -0.745 0.104 79.624 ***
Travel time to nearest bank -0.373 0.092 71.245 ***

Population and distance
Population density 0.281 -0.033 -86.063 ***
Log(population) 0.329 -0.208 -73.980 ***
Elevation in meters -0.316 0.167 56.973 ***
Ethno-caste similarity index -0.042 -0.060 -13.660 ***
Language similarity index -0.123 -0.101 7.429 ***
Religion similarity index 0.008 -0.016 -13.706 ***
Distance in '000 Km 0.116 0.278 115.060 ***

*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
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Table 10. Relative magnitude of effect of regressors on choice of migration destination
Standard Relative

Income and consumption deviation effect
Combined income effect 0.70 0.12
Relative log income controlling for education and language 0.06 0.09
Combined consumption effect 0.54 0.24
Relative log consumption controlling for education and language 0.03 0.17

Prices and amenities (*)
Log of rice price 0.29 -1.28
Housing price premium (log) 1.74 0.73
Travel time to nearest paved road 1.34 -1.09
Travel time to nearest bank 0.83 0.22
Elevation in meters 1.08 -0.46

Population (*)
Population density 0.47 0.43
Log(population) 0.92 0.29
Ethno-caste similarity index 0.17 0.13
Language similarity index 0.38 0.54
Religion similarity index 0.23 -0.08

Distance (*)
Distance above 100 Km 0.19 -1.84

Relative effect of a one standard deviation calculated as coefficient x standard deviation,
(*) averaged over the different regressions reported in Tables 4 and 5.



Table A1. Hedonistic regression of house rental value
Coef. t-stat

Area of dwelling
Log(sq.ft of the dwelling) 0.179 (3.08)**
Log(sq.ft of the plot) -0.093 (1.91)       
Kitchen garden (yes=1) -0.202 (2.72)**

Number of rooms and room composition
Log(number of rooms) 0.553 (6.37)**
Share of Kitchen -1.467 (0.69)       
Share of toilet/bathroom -2.619 (1.21)       
Share of bedrooms -2.113 (1.00)       
Share of living/dinning room] -1.517 (0.72)       
Share of office -1.185 (0.55)       
Share of mixed use room -2.256 (1.07)       
Share of other rooms -2.358 (1.11)       

Construction material of outside wall
Mud Bricks/stone (yes=1) -0.197 (1.66)       
Wood/branches (yes=1) -0.369 (2.36)*
Other (yes=1) -1.455 (7.90)**

Floor material
Wood, Stone,Cement/tile or other (yes=1) 0.461 (3.66)**

Roof material
Galvanized Iron (yes=1) 0.823 (6.75)**
Concrete, Cemnet(yes=1) 0.882 (4.90)**
Tiles/slate(yes=1) 0.44 (4.79)**

Characteristics of windows
Shutters (yes=1) 0.379 (4.43)**
Screen/glass(yes=1) 0.496 (2.64)**
Other (yes=1) -0.602 (2.32)*

Drinking water source
Covered Well/Hand Pump -0.25 (1.99)*
Open Well -0.309 (1.80)       
Other (yes=1) -0.474 (3.27)**

Amenities
Sanitary System (yes=1) 0.115 (0.88)       
Garbage Disposal (yes=1) 0.121 (0.78)       
Non-Flush/Communal Toilet (yes=1) -0.48 (2.90)**
No toilet (yes=1) -0.596 (3.47)**
Electric Light (yes=1) -0.003 (0.08)       

District dummies Yes
The dependent variable is the log of the rental value of the dwelling.
Rental value is either actual or estimated in case of owner occupation.
Based on NLSS 1995/96.



Table A2. Migration Selection Equation
Coef/z-stat

Age 0.011
(0.78)

Age squared -0.000
(0.41)

Father's education level 0.036
(2.60)**

Father's employment in non-farm sector 0.344
(3.61)**

High caste dummy 0.253
(3.78)**

Education 0.033
(0.87)

Constant -1.532
(4.58)**

Observations 2762
The dependent variable is 1 if head was born outside district of residence
Robust z statistics in parentheses
* significant at 5%; ** significant at 1%


